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Guest ‘ suffering from 
depression’ falls from 
twentieth floor of 
the Royal Towers 
B By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

TRAGEDY struck at the 
Atlantis resort yesterday when 
a Canadian guest fell to his 
death from the twentieth floor 
of the Royal Towers, despite 
his family's best efforts to talk 
him down from the balcony of 
hisroom. — 
According to sources at the 

hotel, Sean William Steffler of 
Ontario, may have been. dis- 
tressed regarding a domestic 
situation gone wrong back 
home. 

Chief Supt Glenn Miller con- 
firmed that'the man was known 
to have been suffering from 
depression "due to some inci- 
dent" prior to his arrival in the 
country on May 19. 

The 22 year old, who was vis- 
iting the resort with his family, 
was found dead on the ground 
below his room in the East 

tower. His fall occurred at 
around 6.30am, according to 
police press liaison officer Wal- 
ter Evans. 

A statement released by 
Atlantis said that the resort is 
working with Bahamian 
authorities in their investiga- 
tions into the man's death. 

"Our thoughts and prayers 
are with the young man's fam- 
ily. 

“As always, the safety and 
well being of our guests is a 
priority. We will continue to 
cooperate fully with the 
authorities, and.do all we can 
to assist the family," said the 
resort. 

It is believed that the young 
man may have been brought 
to the Bahamas by his parents 
who felt it would help him 
recover from stress at home. 

Asst Supt Evans said that 
police do not suspect foul 
play. 

65-year-old wrestles 
weapon from gunman 
A 65-YEAR-OLD man put up a fight last night after he was 

held up by a gunman near the corner of Wulff Road and 
Collins Avenue, eventually wrestling the weapon from his 
assailant. 
According to police, the pensioner was walking near Colum- 

bus Primary School when the armed robber approached and 
demanded cash. 

After reaching for a pouch he had in his possession, accord- 
ing to Assistant Supt Walter Evans, the man began to hand it 
over to his attacker. 

SEE page 11 
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BEC contains another 
oil leak at Clifton Pier 

@ By RUPERT MISSICK Jr 
Chief Reporter 

THE Bahamas Electricity 
Corporation yesterday moved 

quickly to identify the source 
of and contain another oil leak 
occurring at its Clifton Pier 
Power Station. 

The corporation said that the 
source was immediately identi- 
fied and isolated and it has tak- 
en steps to extend the contain- 
ment booms in Clifton Bay to 
mitigate against the spread of 
oil in the area. 

“Steps were taken in accor- : 
dance with our oil response plan : 

: to death outside a local restau- 
: rant and bar was arraigned in 

poration, in keeping with its : 

to contain the release and com- 
mence the clean up. The Cor- 

plan to better protect the sur- 

ment booms in the Clifton 

Bay,” it said, 

SEE page 11 
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Man in‘court over the 

stabbing death of woman 
A 24-YEAR-OLD man 

accused of stabbing a woman 

magistrate’s court yesterday 

: : : on a murder charge. 
rounding environment, has tak- : 
en steps to extend the contain- ; ley Street, was arraigned 

i before Chief Magistrate 
seks a 7 t One, 

For the past week officials : AoC ae at Cour 

have been trying to determine : . 
the source of an oil spill that ; : 
has been threatening the coast- | Stabbing death of 32-year-old 

: Cleopatra Gibson, a mother 
L OF six, 

Decoyo Ferguson, of Ash- 

Ferguson is accused of the 

‘According to court dockets, 
Ferguson, between May 19 
and 21 caused the death of 
Gibson. 
Ferguson was not repre- 

sented by an attorney at his 
arraignment. Inspector Althea 
Porter appeared for the pros- 
ecution. 

The victim was reportedly 
stabbed outside the Fountain 
of Youth Restaurant and Bar 
on East Street. 

SEE page 11 
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discouraged from seeking to victimise PLPs 
@ By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

GOVERNMENT discourages all FNM 
civil servants from seeking to victimise PLP 
colleagues, the FNM vice chairman said 
yesterday. 

Responding to a Tribune editorial, which 
reported claims that a number of "mis- 
guided" FNM supporting civil servants had 
been "flexing their muscles in victory" by 
seeking to have certain PLP supporting col- 
leagues ousted, Johnley Ferguson stressed 

that he has heard of no such reports, but 
said the government opposes such behav- 
10ur. 

"Mr Ingraham made it clear when we 

came into office that the government is for 
everybody," said Mr Ferguson. "He also 

made it clear that there are persons who 

may have to be moved for whatever rea- 

son." 
As to whether he knew for certain that 

incidents of that kind were not occurring, 

Mr Ferguson said: "I would not say yes, I 

wouldn't say no." 

He said he is aware that a number of 

known FNMs in the civil service were fed 

up, having had a "rough" time in the run up 
to the election. . 

"There were areas I believe where there 

were FNMs who were pushed before the 
last election, they were told certain things by 
the PLP and some of them may now feel 
like it's their time to retaliate but I'm saying 
we all have to discourage — not only the 

SEE page 11 
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Legacy of Butch 
Kerzner continues 

in new swimming 
pool for St Anne’s 
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@ ST Anne’s School choir 
performs 

SS ee eee 

m@ By ASHLEY THOMPSON 

THE groundbreaking cere- 
mony for a new swimming pool 
was held by Kerzner Interna- 
tional and St. Anne’s Schoo: 
yesterday. 

The ceremony was also a 
tribute to the late Howard 
‘Butch’ Kerzner, former CEO 

of Kerzner International, who 
died in a helicopter accident last 
October. 

A few months before his 
death during his last official 
visit to the school, Mr Kerzner 

generously donated a quarter 

@ ST Anne’s principal Cynthia Wells 

2007 Ford “RANGER” 
Crew Cab 
2.5L common rail turbo diesel, 

automatic transmission, power windows 

locks & mirrors, dual air bags, alloy 
wheels, bedliner. 

Available at 

=== FRIENDLY MOTORS CO. LTD   

  
@ THE widow of Butch Kerzner Vanessa Kerzner, along with their two children Kailin and Tai, 

broke ground yesterday at St Anne’s School for a new swimming pool 

     

of a million dollars for the con- 
struction of a new state-of-the- 
art swimming pool. He 
believed that the school 
deserved their own pool, as the 
swim team managed to place 
second in the Anglican 
Schools’ swim competition 
even without one on the 
grounds to use for their prac- 
tices. 

Students expressed their 
enthusiasm with an loud round 
of applause when this 
announcement was made the 

At this last visit, Mr Kerzner 

also expressed the need to 

    NAW, 

for there new Pool. 
i VANESSA Kerzner speaks to the kids at Saint Anne's School 

   a 

  

(Photo: Felipé Major/Tribune staff) 

“dream big and aspire to great- 
ness” to the students. He want- 
ed the students to remember 
that money and wealth would 
be attained after they achieved 
their goals, so not to seek mate- 
rial possessions. 

The pool project is now 
expected to cost about $600,000. 
The remainder of the funds will 
be taken out of the Butch 
Kerzner Memorial Fund. 

Gunite Pools is responsible 
for the project. 

The ceremony was attended 
by various persons, including 
Mr Kerzner’s widow Vanessa 

and their children; Archbish- 
op Drexel Gomez; Laish Boyd, 

Bishop Coadjutor, Anglican 
Diocese of the Bahamas; Bar- 

rie Farrington, senior vice-pres- 
ident of administration; George 
Markantonis, president and 
managing director, Kerzner 
International; Nan Palmer, 

chief operating officer, Kerzn- 
er International; Ed Fields, 

senior vice president public 
affairs; other executives from 

Kerzner; and St. Anne’s school 
principal Cynthia Wells, along 
with other school representa- 
tives. 

Health official attends 
WHO executive meet 

@ By ALISON LOWE 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

A SENIOR Bahamian health 
official is in Geneva, Switzer- 

land, today representing the 
Bahamas at the 121st session of 
the executive board of the 
World Health Organisation. 
Bahamian chief medical offi- 

cer Dr Merceline Dahl-Regis 
flew to Europe earlier this week 
to take part in the session, 
which began on Wednesday and 
ends tomorrow. 

The board is made up of 34 
people, each technically quali- 
fied in the field of health, who 
have all been designated by 
their respective elected nations. 

TROPICAL 
EXTERMINATORS 

PEST CONTROL 
PHONE: 322-2157 

  

     
   

20% 
May 25th - June 2nd 

Its primary functions are to 
advise the World Health 
Assembly — the supreme deci- 
sion-making body of the World 
Health Organisation — to effect 
its decisions and generally facil- 
itate its work. 

The Bahamas was elected by 
the World Health Assembly to 
serve on the executive board 
during the 60th session of the 
Assembly, which took place 
between May 14-23. 

Each elected country has a 
three-year term on the board, 
and designates a health official 
to represent their country. 

During the 60th session, the 
assembly discussed a number 
of key health issues facing the 
global community today. 

The assembly approved the 
largest-ever budget for the 
organisaton and adopted a 
record number of resolutions 
on public health issues and on 
the technical and administra- 

    Lf Var 
Phone: 323-3460 

Montrose Avenue & Oxford Street * 2 Doors North Of Multi Discount 

  

Children's Clothing, Shoes, Socks, HairAccessories, Undergarments, Toys, etc. 

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
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STOREWIDE 
SELECTED ITEMS 

30-60% OFF 

tive work of WHO. 
Other discussions and reso- 

lutions passed centred on con- 
cern about the number of 
deaths still caused by malaria, 
the need for increased invest- 
ment and efforts towards health 
promotion and the harmful 
effects of alcohol. 

Dr Dahl Regis has previously 
served on the Strategic Advi- 
sory Group of Experts (SAGE) 
of the WHO Department of 
immunisation, vaccines and bio- 
logicals, being the first Bahami- 
an to have been invited to do so. 

She also serves as a member 
of the WHO steering committee 
on immunisation safety and on 
the independent review panel 
for the Global Alliance for Vac- 
cines and Immunisation 
(GAVI), at UNICEF in Gene- 
va, Switzerland. 

She was appointed chief med- 
ical officer in the Bahamas Min- 
istry of Health in 1997. 
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31-year-old 

denies 
theft of 

goods 

A 31-YEAR-OLD resident 
of Dorsette Alley was arraigned 
in magistrate’s court yesterday 
on a theft charge. 

It is alleged that on Thurs- 
day, May 17, while at Ardastra 
Gardens, Chippingham Road, 
Anthone Ferguson stole from 
Zhizhen Zheng a pink and 
white handbag valued at $50 
and a silver Sony digital cam- 
era valued at $250. 

Ferguson pleaded not guilty 
and was granted $3,500 bail. 
The matter was adjourned to 
September 17. 

Man faces 
charge of 
firearm 

possession 
A MAN was arraigned in 

magistrate’s court yesterday 
charged with possession of a 
firearm as well as resisting 
arrest. 
According to court dockets, 

Jeffrey Johnson, 44, of Potter’s 
Cay, on Monday, May 21, was 
found in possession of a hand- 
gun with intent to endanger the 
life of Sergeant 684 Hanna. It is 
further alleged that, on the 
same day, Johnson resisted law- 
ful arrest by the officer. 

Johnson was arraigned before 
Magistrate Susan Sylvester at 
Court 11, Nassau Street. He was 
remanded to Her Majesty’s 
Prison and will return to court 
on May 31 as prosecutors check 
his antecedents. 

Baptist 
society 
stalwarts to 
be honoured 
STALWARTS of St John 

Native Baptist Society of 
Churches are to be honoured 
at a special banquet this week- 
end. 

Former Prime Minister Perry 
Christie, now opposition leader, 
will be guest speaker. 

The banquet is to be held 
tomorrow at Sandals under the 
auspices of Bishop Michael 
Symonette, the general super- 
intendent, and the Rev Hilda 
Symonette. 

St John Native Baptist Soci- 
ety of Churches has been estab- 
lished since 1835. It currently 
comprises 65 churches through- 
out the Bahamas. 

Bishop Symonette has him- 
self been pastor of St James 
Native Baptist Church for 42 
years, during which time he has 
also been leader of the society. 

Couple are 
charged with 
defrauding 
immigrants 
m DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Santo Domingo. 

DOMINICAN authorities 
have charged a couple with 
defrauding would-be US immi- 
grants in a scam run out of their 
Santo Domingo home, prose- 
cutors said Wednesday, accord- 
ing to Associated Press. 

Carlos Mena Perdomo, 58, 
and Dulce Disla Frias, 51, are 
accused of swindling US$36,000 
from an ex-Lebanese soldier on 
promises to get him a U.S. visa. 
Prosecutors said the man seek- 
ing the visa was acting in good 
faith and will not be charged. 

Police searching the couple’s 
house found passports from 20 
different countries and stamps 
from the Guatemalan and 
Cuban embassies, said Luisa 
Matos, a spokeswoman for the 
Santo Domingo prosecutor’s 
office. 
Mena Perdomo was sen- 

tenced to three months in 
prison awaiting trial. Disla Frias 
was ordered to pay a guaran- 
tee that she would report regu- 
larly to the court and was 
barred from traveling abroad. 

FOR 3 IN 1 LAWN SERVICE 
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Pest Control 
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E By BRENT DEAN 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

PRIME Minister Hubert 
Ingraham yesterday pledged 
to modernise the penal and 
correction systems in the 
Bahamas and help reduce the 
country’s recidivism rate. 

His remarks came during 
the official opening of the 22nd 
annual meeting and confer- 
ence of the Association of 
Caribbean Commissioners of 
Police, held at the Wyndham 
Nassau Resort, Cable Beach. 

“The fear of crime contin- 
ues to dominate too much of 
the lives of Caribbean people,” 
the prime minister declared. 

“If we are to preserve our 
way of life and if we are to 
continue to thrive as premier 
tourism destinations, preferred 

jurisdictions for the delivery 
of international financial ser- 
vices, and as the host for other 
economic activity, then law 
enforcement agencies must at 
all times have the essential 
tools to do an effective job,” 
Mr Ingraham added. 

In the Bahamas the escalat- 
ing murder rate, which now 
stands at 33 for the year, and is 
on track to reach an all-time 
high of more than 80 homi- 
cides, is a local example of Mr 
Ingraham’s assertion. 
Though pledging to provide 

police with resources needed 
to fight crime, the prime min- 
ister acknowledged the 
resource limitations many 
regional law enforcement 
agencies face. 

“All of you are faced with 

LOCAL NEWS 

modernise 
law 

  

AN officer bears the Bahamian flag at the start of the 
ceremony 

the fact that the Caribbean 
region is characterised by far- 
flung, smali populations and 
limited financial resources. 
This alone presents a special 
challenge for law enforcement: 
a fact forcefully brought home 
to us in the Bahamas — an 
archipelago,” he said. 

Threat 

“The threat to our countries 
posed by illicit drug traffick- 
ers and the associated smug- 
gling of guns and other con- 
traband, and the increase in 
traffic in undocumented immi- 
grants, stretches the resources 
of law enforcement to their 
limits,” Mr Ingraham added. 

Well-funded criminal groups 
required Caribbean law 

(Photos: BIS/Patrick Hanna) 

enforcement agencies “to 

recognise the imperative of 
collaboration and co-opera- 
tion.” 

The week-long conference, 
which began last Tuesday, 
brings together police chiefs 
from around the Caribbean. 
The 20-year-old organisation 
has 24 members and Police 
Commissioner Paul Farquhar- 
son is the current president.: 

The organisation has as its 
main aims collaboration and 
co-operation in the develop- 
ment and implementation of 
policing strategies, systems and 
procedures in the region; the 
professional and technical 
skills development of police 
officers throughout the region; 
and proactive measures to pre- 
vent crime and improve police 
community relations. 

BTC spends $353m on installing 
GSM technology in Family islands 
@ BY DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport Reporter 

FREEPORT -_ The 
Bahamas Telecommunication 
Company has invested $353 
million in capital telecommu- 
nication development in the 
past five years, according to 
BTC president Leon Williams. 

Mr Williams said that it is vital 
that the country remains on the 
cutting edge of technology. 
“BTC certainly has its chal- 

lenges, and we are doing 
everything possible within our 
means to be able to meet those 
challenges,” he said on Tues- 
day in Freeport. 

Mr Williams said deploy- 
ment of the new GSM cellu- 
lar network in the Bahamas 
has been very challenging for 
the company in terms of cost, 
especially in the Family 
Islands. The company has 
spent $114 million in the last 
two and a half years on GSM 
deployment. 

He added that the cost of 
deployment of a single dial 

BAY Ae 

tone on the GSM network for 
the company in the Family 
Islands ranges from $960 in 
Grand Bahama to $4,200 per 
line in Mayaguana. 

However, BTC rates remain 
the same throughout the coun- 
try, at $15 a month. 

Mr Williams said that more 
than $35 million was spent in 
New Providence alone for 
GSM, while $14.1 million was 
spent in Abaco, $1.1 million in 
Bimini and $6.1 million in Exu- 
ma. 

He said that BTC is man- 
dated and committed to its 
obligation to provide the same 
service offered in New Provi- 
dence’ and Grand Bahama to 
the rest of the Family Islands. 

“While others can cherry 
pick and find profit sectors in 
the Bahamas where they 
deploy their technology, we 
are expected to go across this 
country to provide service at 
an affordable rate.” 

Mr Williams said it is cru- 
cial that BTC is in a position to 
make the Bahamas competi- 

tive with other countries in the 
region. 

“It is important for us to 
recognise in a competitive 
environment, where today, 
particularly in the Caribbean, 
tourism and financial services 
are commoditised, that the 
Bahamas must stay on the cut- 
ting edge of technology,” he 
said. 

He said it is also important 
that businesses in the Bahamas 
are kept up-to-date on new 
technology, and encourage 
Bahamians to learn about new 
services and products at the 
Grand Bahama Technology 
Trade Show on May 26 to 29 
at Our Lucaya Resort in 
Freeport. 

“Bahamian residents expect 
perfection, and they deserve 

perfection when they are pay- 
ing for services. But, even in 
a country like the US where 
trillions are budgeted for tech- 
nology deployment, major 
telecommunication companies 
are still experiencing problems 
with the network,” he said. 
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M@ HUBERT Ingraham addresses the delegates 
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Indifference of gov’t departments 

ON MONDAY, May 21, The Tribune pub- 

lished an aerial photograph of an oil spill off 
Clifton. 

Apparently a member of the public had 
brought the matter to the attention of the 
Port Authority a week earlier, but when it 

appeared that nothing had been done to con- 
tain it, The Tribune was notified. As our 

information came on a weekend we could 
get no details about the spill, but we could 
and did get a photograph. 

No one likes an oil slick in their back- 
yard, but such a contaminant becomes even 
more threatening when as a tourist resort 
the country’s livelinood depends on visitors 
who are attracted to our islands because of 
the clear waters and beautiful beaches. Not 
only did the oil slick threaten the reefs in 
the area, but it was also in the vicinity of a 
dive resort that is an important asset to our 
tourist industry. 

But the apparent indifference with which 
it was treated by government employees was 
alarming. There are emergencies that demand 
immediate solution. Questions can be asked 
later. Here in the Bahamas our government 
agencies operate in reverse. It seems that 
they must investigate and ask questions first 
to determine where to pin the blame, then 

they hold a conference to convince the culprit 
of his responsibility to take action. 

Our photograph showed that a consider- 
able amount of oil had spread hundreds of 
feet out from the coast along the Clifton pier 
area in the location of the BEC power plant. 
When The Tribune called a BEC official on 

Monday morning he told our reporter that 
the first he knew of the spill was when he 
opened that morning’s Tribune. This means 
that, despite the problems that BEC has had 

with oil leaks in the past, there is no routine 

monitoring of what is escaping from their 
plant or tankers. - 

The official told our reporter that an 
immediate investigation had been started to 

determine the source of the spill — not, mind 
you, to contain the oil and clean it up imme- 
diately, but rather to discover which of the 
several private companies in the area could 
be blamed. 

In today’s Tribune it is reported that BEC 
has moved quickly to identify the source of 
the spill and is now taking steps to extend the 
containment booms in the Clifton Bay area to 
stop the spread. Almost a week has been 
wasted in determining the source of the spill, 
only now is. something being done to contain 
it. 

BEC then issued a press release that was 

  

    ASTRO CLUB 

almost laughable in the circumstances. 
“Steps were taken in accordance with our 

oil response plan to contain the release and 
commence the clean up,” the press statement 
said, adding: “The Corporation, in keeping 
with its plan to better protect the surrounding 
environment, has taken steps to extend the 

containment booms in Clifton Bay.” 
If they really had a plan to “better protect 

the surrounding environment” they would 
have been the first to have been aware of 
their problem — because obviously BEC is 
the culprit — and would have had it under 
control a week ago. 

And then there is the case of a mother 
who claims that her three-year-old daughter 
is ill because of a generator that Water and 

Sewerage has located in her back yard. In 
other words her family is daily breathing tox- 
ic fumes. Despite her complaints nothing can 
be done about it, because two government 

departments are too busy finger-pointing. 
And the fact that this foreign object plant- 

ed in her backyard is threatening the health 
of her small child, seems to concern no one. 

The mother was shocked when on com- 
plaining to an official at the Department of 
Environmental Health she was told that if 
she is making a complaint against another 
government ministry she “couldn’t say any- 
thing about that.” 

Apparently, the generator located less 
than 15 feet from the family’s home was 
meant to be temporary. The mother was told 
that the generator, which powers a water 
pumping facility, would not be necessary if 
BEC had completed the electrical infra- 
structure in the area. However, according to 

’ Water and Sewerage’s general manager, the 
developer of the private subdivision did not 
deposit the necessary funds to pay BEC for 
its work. 

The mother said that she took her child’s 
serious health problems to three ministers 
in the PLP government. Each promised 
action, but not one did anything. 

Meanwhile while two government depart- 
ments and a developer squabble over who is 
going to pay the bill, a Bahamian mother is 
condemned to watch the slow death of her 
child. This is really shocking. 

This country is in urgent need to an inde- 
pendent Ombudsman, with the power to light 
a fire under the chairs of some of these indif- 
ferent government managers. 

If it were the child of anyone of them, this 
subdivision would have been electrified and 
the noxious fumes from the “temporary” gen- 
erator would have been history.   

THE TRIBUNE 

  

, : - EDITORIAL/LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

A little anxious 
17 days into the 
new government 
EDITOR, The Tribune. 

17-DAYS into the FNM 
Government and many of us 
who voted Red are already see- 
ing Red and are a little anxious 
as it seems those who sit in Cab- 
inet are talking irrationally and 
irresponsibly just 17-days in. 

Didn’t Mr Ingrahan, say that 
a lot of the contracts would 
have to be cancelled as the 
Treasury could not honour 
them? Implying no money? 

Surely Tommy “T” heard that 
and also the ridiculous state- 
ment that he, Mr Ingraham as 

Minister of Finance had to sign- 
off on a special $45 million 
Bond issue to meet Bills.... The 
laugh is on him as that was 
Gazetted pre-May 2nd. You see 
Editor - talk is easy facts don’t 
lie! 
Now Tommy went on a pho- 

to-op to show he was doing 
something rather than sitting in 
his office, and finding out pre- 
cisely what is going on in this 
considerable area of responsi- 
bility — National Security and 
Immigration. 

Mr Tommy the way to start is 
to prosecute all of us who 
employ illegal workers — that 
will simply break the market 
and no more illegals will come 
our way. . 

No we will continue on our 
merry way rounding the illegals 
up on their pay days and 
allegedly taking their monies 
and then releasing them. 

Well Minister Tommy: what 
will the promised pay raises for 
the Police Defence Force - The 
Prison and to come next week 
when he visits Immigration cost 
the tax-payers? 

Mr Ingraham when back in 
1996-97 purchased those two 60 
metre Patrol Craft stopped the 
deepening of Coral Harbour’s 
harbour as the cost was over 
$10,000,000 but suddenly he 
says we are going to do that! 

Minister of Tourism is fan- 
tastic...the new Minister is rush- 
ing everywhere with a solution 
of everything seemingly with- 
out even meeting for a second 
with our US-Marketing Con- 
sultants. Great the next we will 
hear that.we have switched the 
marketing and Public Relations 
Consultants and are going back 
to ‘hopping and hipping in the 
Islands’ (Hon Brent’s idea of 
marketing) but he forgot the 
obvious...no airline from the US 
‘hips and hops’ our islands 
except for Bahamasair! 

The proposed New S-W Port 
what a gaffe here...obvious the 
contribution cheques blinkered 
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the obvious rational decision 
but then we won and that was 
what I wanted and 68,542 others 

wanted. 
Mr Ingraham: protocol 

requires a Cabinet decision to 
be countered by a Cabinet deci- 
sion not a proclamation from 
you at a press conference. Have 
you cancelled the already 
Gazetted Compulsory Purchase 
Orders on the land running par- 

- allel with the BEC transmission 

cables? 
The Steve McKinney issue 

had egg all over the PM’s 
face...surely PM knew that 
under the FNM before 2002 Mr 
McKinney was under contract 
to ZNS? 
Community Policing - well I 

have to ask; Who is in-charge? 
The PM? Tommy ‘T’? Ken 
Russell? Surely it is obvious that 
the RBPF/Police must be part 
of this...this programme has 
received acclamation worldwide 

and a series of awards however 
suddenly we the PM and his 
gang know better and down- 
grade this, why? If the police 
are in the community they can 
provide extraordinary intelli- 
gence and recognition of who 
lives where and what illegal 
activities are going-on? So we 
move the Police from Commu- 
nity Policing. Those who break 
the Law are laughing, Tommy, 
and saying thanks? 

Yes we are also going to 
move the Police from the 
schools — so we have sold out 
to the druggies who have 
already taken over our six-sev- 
en-eight-nine year olds selling 
them grass and other things at 
the schools. 

17-days in and we ain’t got a 
clue what are the portfolios of 
the Ministers! 

I voted red for rational, think- 

ing governance not shooting 
from the hip irrationally and 
without any sense. 

CYNTHIA 
WILLIAMS 
Nassau, 

May 19, 2007. 

No facilities for musicians and ~ 
artists to show off their brilliance 

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

THIS open letter is addressed to the new Minister of Culture and his 

boss, the Prime Minister and I am writing to you as President of the 

Nassau Music Society. 
Some years ago there was an effort by the Government to raise 

funds to build a Concert Hall or modern Performing Arts Centre in 

Nassau to allow Society’s like ours to showcase both Bahamian and for- 

eign artists at their best, but nothing happened. The Government 

then bought the old Shirley Street cinema and it was thought that 

this was going to be either rebuilt or upgraded to a world class standard 
as a concert hall, but so far no action. This issue has been worrying the... 
Nassau Music Society for sometime as although we use Government 
House Ballroom, St Paul’s Church Hall at Lyford Cay and other 

venues — none of them is ideal. 
However last Saturday when I listened to the Bahamas Concert 

Orchestra playing a concert at the Rainforest Theatre, Cable Beach 

Casino that it really hit home that Nassau has no suitable venue for 

them. Jo Ann Connaughton has put.together an orchestra of 60 play- 
ers of Bahamian musicians both young and old and a sprinkling of expa- 
triates — quite remarkable — who played very well. The Rainforest 
Theatre is probably the only stage that could accommodate a group that 
size. The seating arrangement is poor, the acoustics are poor and the 
noise of the slot machines in the background is disturbing. 

Please, Mr Minister, consider the building of an appropriate Hall 

either by building a new building, renovating the National Centre for 
the Performing Arts or rebuilding the Dundas Centre for the Per- 
forming Arts as a very crucial project for your Government during the 
next five years. There are a lot of very talented Bahamian musicians and 
artists and they do not get a fair chance to show off their brilliance with 
the facilities we have today. 

PATRICK THOMSON, 
President, 

Nassau Music Society 
Nassau, 
May 2007. 

® Don Stainton (Protection) Ltd. 
SERVING THE BAHAMAS SINCE 1978 

HILLSIDE PLAZA, THOMPSON BOULEVARD 
FREE ESTIMATES 322-8160/322-8219 

HURRICANE SHUTTERS 
Summer Camp for Astronomy 

Open House 
Saturday May 26 

7:00am, 9:00am, 11:15am 

PASTOR EARLE FRANCIS J.P.,D.D. 

Marriage Officer, Counsellor, Intercessor 
Phone: 323-6452 © 393-5798 

Fax: 326-4488/394-4819 

AACE 
     

¢ ROLL SHUTTERS 

Aluminum rolling shutters are custom-fitted 
and available in a choice of colours, They 
provide security and hurricane protection. 
Easily operated by hand crank or electric 

motor, Roll shutters add beauty, security and 

convenience to any home. 
¢ We guarantee motors for 5 years, material 
and labour for two years and respond to 
service calls within 48 hours, usually on the 
same day. 

7 pm - See Computer Lab at Genesis Academy 
Lover’s Lane and Dowdswell Street 

8pm — See Cosmos Observatory ; = 

Dean’s Lane, Ft. Charlotte VU TeNYTo es Owe st 

The look of colonial wooden shutters, but with 
=| the strength and maintenance - free qualities of 
F) aluminum. Add a finishing architectural touch to 

your home with these functional yet decorative 
shutters. Provides protection against storms, 
sun and vandals. 

For details phone 323-8879, 363-3565. e-mail: sands.de@gmail.com 
Come prepared to register.   14.8 Cube 
Sponsors $6 50 00 

-Cosmos Observatory 
“It’s Out of this World!” ‘ ; Light enough to slide easily, yet strong enough to 

withstand severe storm conditions. Heavy-duty | 
key lock mechanisms for secure fastening. | 

18 Cube 
‘Genesis Academy $720.00 
“Where Great Minds Begin” ek E 

‘fe ALUMINUM HURRICANE AWNINGS 

a Economical and convenient, these easy-to-use 

awnings are permanently installed and close 
i quickly for storm protection. They give everyday 

Ne 
. 

  

“Where Great Minds Beata” 
& 

-Medical Arts Institute 21 Cube 

$962.00 

\ 

4 protection from heat and rain, and help prevent 
fading of carpets and drapes. 

f y 

¢ CLIP-LOCK ALUMINUM STORM PANELS 

The most cost-effective protection available. 

Lightweight, easy to store and to use. We give you 

10% extra spring steel clips and use closed-end 

headers to prevent the panels "creeping". 

-Mr. and Mrs. J. Perham Stanley 

  

ESTIMATE PREPARED FOR FINANCING AT THE BANK OF YOUR CHOICE 
When it comes to quality We Don’t Compare!     It’s a Family Affair 
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APPLIANCES BY FRIGIDAIRE 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
Mentrose Avenue (Just North of Bahamas Bus & Truck Co.} 

322-2536 ¢ 325-2040 * 323-7758 * 328-7494  
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Dominican 

Republic 

builds first 

subway 
@ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Santo Domingo 

YOU want some New 
York in your Caribbean? Try 
the jackhammering, traffic- 
snarling mess that will some- 
day be the Dominican 
Republic’s first subway, 

* according to Associated Press. 
The streets of Santo 

.. Domingo are being ripped up 
because President Leonel 

.* Fernandez, who was raised 

‘'in Manhattan, dreams of 
‘ turning this city into a “little 
New York.” The subway pro- 
ject itself is pure New York: 

-' Loud, controversial and over 

'. budget. 
Fernandez has promised 

the first 9 miles of the 
‘ Caribbean’s first subway sys- 

’ tem will be built before his 
re-election bid next May. 
Critics say he is wasting a for- 
tune better spent on address- 
ing poverty, hunger and elec- 
trical shortages in this nation 
of 9.2 million. 

For the son of a single 
mother who worked two jobs 
to support her children on 
the Upper West Side, Fer- 

_ nandez aims to fulfill an 
. immigrant’s dream: To bring 

the prosperity of the land his 
mother migrated to back to 
the country she loved. 

Some 600,000 Dominicans 
live in and around the Big 
Apple — the heart of a dias- 
pora that sends home billions 
of dollars (euros) in remit- 
tences each year. ° 

Fernandez was brought to 
New York when he was a 

“boy, part of the wave of 
Dominicans seeking oppor- 
tunity during a turbulent time 
under dictator Rafael Trujil- 

~~ lo, his 1961 assassination and 
‘- a subsequent US invasion. 

| The Tribune wants to hear 
| fiom people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 

4 If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story.   

FRIDAY, 
MAY 24TH 
Bahamas @ Sunrise 
ZNS News Update 
Legends 

One Cubed 
Turning Point 

Fellowship of Christians & 

Jews 
Walter Thomas 

Video Gospel 
Fast Forward 
ZNS News Update 
The Fun Farm 
Caribbean Passport 
News Night 13 

The Bahamas Tonight 

55 Degrees North 
The Envy Life 
#D Funk Studio 
Caribbean Newsline 
News Night 13 
The Bahamas Tonight 
Late Night Movie: See 
Jane Run 

1:30 Community Page 1540 am 

SATURDAY, 
MAY 25TH 

6:30am Community Page 1540AM 
9:00 
10:00 

10:30 

11:00 

11:30 

noon 

Bahamas @ Sunrise 

Int'l Fit Dance 

Dennis The Menace 

Carmen San Diego 
Little Robots 

Underdog 

NOTE: ZNS-TV 13 reserves the 
right to make last minute 
programme changes!   

Three stadiums and possible 
schools announced for GB 

PLANS are underway to 
build three softball stadiums in 
Freeport — and the government 
is also considering building two 
additional schools on Grand 
Bahama. 

Carl Bethel made this 
announcement yesterday dur- 
ing a whirlwind tour of the 
schools in Freeport. 

The new Minister of Educa- 
tion, Youth, Sports and Culture 
said that one of his first priori- 
ties was the “prompt and expe- 
ditious completion of the New 
Junior High School in the Her- 
itage Subdivision in Freeport”. 

In the longer term, he said 
that the construction of two 
additional schools will be con- 
sidered, one of which would be 
another junior high school, the 
other a smaller scale high school 
in the eastern end of Grand 
Bahama to avoid the long com- 
mute of students from Sweet- 

ing’s Cay. 
The day began with a meet- 

ing with the bereaved families 
of the three primary school stu- 
dents who recently passed away 
at the very beginning of Mr 

B MINISTER of Education, Youth 

Bethel’s term in office. 
Following this, Mr Bethel 

gave brief remarks to students 
participating in the Primary 
School General Knowledge 
Competition, offering advice on 

     
Sports and Culture, Carl . 

Bethel and a contingent from the Ministry of Education view 
plans for the new junior high school in the Heritage Division of 
Freeport, Grand Bahama. They are joined by Deputy Speaker 
of the House of Assembly, Kwasi Thompson. 

Buena Vista staff say they 
have still not been paid 

@ By ASHLEY THOMPSON 

DISGRUNTLED former 
Buena Vista Restaurant 
employees have yet to receive 
compensation after being let go 
last year, they claim. 

In September, 2006, employ- 
ees of the restaurant were asked 
to take a month’s vacation dur- 
ing renovations. 
When they returned in Octo- 

ber, they say they were told to 
take another week off as repairs 
to the freezers and generator 
had not been completed. 

This week, the employees say 
they were called and asked to 
come in to a meeting with their 
employers, where they were 
informed that the building was 
in the process of being sold and 
their services would no longer 
be required. 
Owner Darrell Rolle, and 

general manager Stan Bocas, 
assured them that they would 
be compensated for their years 
employed, according to the 

employees. 
A group of employees say 

they approached the Hotel 
Catering and Allied Workers 
Union, expecting the union to 

represent them while Buena 
Vista was being sold to ensure 
they received compensation. 

The union acknowledged that 
negotiations had been taking 
place for the sale of the build- 
ing, but denied any knowledge 
of the building actually being 
sold and could not give them 
any other information. 

The employees say they were 
paying union dues up until this 
time and are upset that the sale 
went through without the union 
knowing about it. 

The employees asked lawyer 
Obie Ferguson for consultation. 
He helped create a propgsal for 
compensation for the workers, 

which was later submitted to 

Mr Rolle. As far as the employ- 
ees are aware, Mr Rolle has not 

responded to their request. 
Mr Ferguson then took the 

issue to the Labour Board. Over 
the past seven months, three 
separate meetings were set up 
between Buena Vista's former 
employees, the Labour Board, 
Mr Rolle and Mr Bocas to dis- 
cuss compensation for employ- 
ees for their years of service. 

Mr Rolle called the day 
before each of the first two 
meetings and cancelled. The 
third meeting was to be held 
yesterday, and again he did not 
show up. 

The ex-employees are frus- 
trated, as some of them have 
been employed by Buena Vista 
for 35 years and are upset at 
not being able to receive com- 
pensation they say was 
promised. 
Now they must wait for 

another date, when a fourth 
meeting can be set up with the 
Labour Board, Mr Rolle and 
Mr Bocas, to discuss the situa- 

tion. 
Mr Rolle was not available 

for comment. 

Jazz Under The Stars line-up named 
The College of the Bahamas 

has announced the line-up for 
its Jazz Under the Stars Festival. 

The College held the Jazz 
Under The Stars concert last 
year and, due to its success, is 
planning another concert pro- 
gramme for June 15-16 this 
year. 

Performers for June 15, Fri- 
day JAMZ, include Nikki 
Gonzales, who brings her 
Brazilian rhythms to the event 
and the 30-member New 
Washington Orchestra of the 
famed Duke of Ellington 
School of the Arts. 

Saturday’s gala concert fea- 
tures Bahamian Tino Richard- 
son and the Bahamas Jazz Pro- 
ject; Tenth World and 
renowned percussionist ‘Bujo’ 
Kevin Jones; vocalist Alyson 
Williams; saxophonist Philip 
Martin and keyboard player 
Marcus Johnson. Each of these 
artists brings a range of music 
for their audiences. 

MDALE 

9am-6pm 

Monday-Saturday 

326-5556 

23° 
Off with card 

‘Bujo’ Kevin Jones and Tenth 
World captivates audiences 
using a mixture of African and 
Latin rhythms with R and B and 
cool jazz. The music consists of 
improvisation and emphasises 
percussive beats. 

Alyson Williams, a native 

New Yorker, brings her R and 
B and gospel singing to the 
scene. She and Marcus John- 
son, a smooth jazz pianist, pro- 
duced her latest album, It’s 
About Time. 

Philip Martin is a known 
musical prodigy. His use of 
smooth jazz along with other 
genres of music show listeners 
his unique talent. 
Marcus Johnson will be a 

repeat performer at the concert 
after appearing at last year’s con- 
cert and the first Bahamas Jazz 
Festival. His music is a mesh of 
jazz, hip-hop and R and B. 

This variety of artists and 
their different musical styles 
promise great entertainment. 

TOWN CENTRE MALL 

10am-7pm Mon-Thurs 

10am-8pm Fri-Sat 

356-3205 

20° 
Off without card   

Those with platinum and gold 
tickets will also be able to expe- 
rience the culinary skills of local 
caterer, Alexandra and Com- 
pany. The first group will have 
an African-inspired smorgas- 
bord and for the second group 
there will be an assortment of 
hors d’oeuvres. , 

For those with general admis- 
sion tickets there will be a cash 
food bar. Throughout the night 
there also will be a cash bar 
available. 

Bank 

Available 

   

how to answer questions and 
sharing storie about his person- 
al experience as a former 
debater. 

Later, Mr Bethel met with 
the staff of the Freeport divi- 
sion of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, Youth, Sports and Culture 
at the Hilton Outten Conven- 
tion Centre. 
During his address, Mr 

Bethel said: “The purpose of 

education is to equip students 
with the tools to become pro- 
ductive members of society”, 

He said that in order to do 
this effectively, the efforts of 
the four portfolios under his 
care must work in tandem, and 
vowed to harmonise the 
approach to Education, Youth, 
Sports and Culture to ensure | 
that there is no duplication of 
efforts or wastage of resources. 

Pre ey 
Thursday May 17- 
Thursday May 31 

Giving You the Best Prices for Over 70 Years 
Collins Ave and Fifth Terrace Tel: 326-6859 * 9am-6pm Mon-Sat 

NEW CONDOS 
FOR SALE 

Resario West 
St. Alban’s Dr. New 2 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, 

3 storey Townhouses. Gated property. 

Modern kitchens & well appointed interiors. 

Pre- construction price $ 199,000 with only 
$5,000 reservation deposit required. 

  
454-2098 or 422-4489. 

  

Available 
on the 
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: 
Nissan Sunnys 

@ $4,995.00 

and up 

Prices includes: Licensing, Inspection, Plates. Mats. Full tank of gas, full service 

Pre-Delivery Inspection, Full Detail In & Out, and Warranty. 

Located: Thompson Blvd 

Tel: 325-0881/2 Open:Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-5:00p.m.   
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Defence Force 

team goes on 

training with US 

forces in Belize 
A 32-MEMBER team from 

the Royal Bahamas Defence 

Force led by 22-year veteran 
Senior Lieutenant Freddie 
Brown, Contingent Comman- 
der, and Platoon Commander 

Sub Lieutenant D. Small, 

returned from Belize following 
an intense 12-day Tradewinds 
2007 training programme. 

This year it was hosted by the 
Belize National Coast Guard, 
who also assisted the United 

States Coast Guard with admin- 
istrating the training events. A 
total of 545 marines and sol- 
diers from 14 Caribbean coun- 
tries, and over 400 US service 
members were involved this 
year. 

They benefited from training 
focused on disaster relief, 
marksmanship training, crowd 
and riot control, martial arts (a 

first for the programme), civil 

affairs and maritime operations 
vital to the transnational inter- 

operability. and co-operation 

between civil, military and 

police organisations involved. 
Six instructors were provid- 

ed by the RBDF, including 
Senior Lt F Brown (Civil 
Affairs), Petty Officer Geoffrey 
Miller (Civil Affairs), Leading 
Seaman Perry Colebrooke 

(Marksmanship), Leading Sea- 
man Steven Farquharson 
(Marksmanship), Leading Sea- 
man Ricardo Stuart (Martial 
Arts), and Leading Seaman 
Anthony Rolle (Martial Arts). 
Stuart and Rolle both returned 
home with a gray and green belt 
respectively for martial arts. 

Most of the RBDF troops 
took part in ground phase 
training held at Price Barracks 
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JONES & CO 
Sales & Full Service Department 

Rosetta & Montgomery Streets 
322-2188/9 

You'll wonder how you ever got along without it.   

  

      
  

®@ ROYAL Bahamas Defence Force team in Belize, along with US Armet Forces. The 32-member 
team was part of Tradewinds 2007, hosted by Belize. 

and Hattieville Gun Range. The 
maritime phase took place at 
the Princess Hotel and the 
Coast Guard Station in 
Ladyville, and included train- 
ing in areas such as small boat 
handling, engineering and the 
handling of hazardous material. 

The overall goal of 
Tradewinds 2007 is to allow the 
United States Coast Guard and 
partnering Coast Guard nations 
to have standardised operating 
procedures in areas such as 
boarding which will make it 
possible for the USCG, which 

(Photo: RBDF) 

exercises significant presence in 
the Caribbean, and other 
Caribbean nations to be able to 
work together. 

Tradewinds rotates annually 
among the regional participat- 
ing nations. Last year it was 
held in The Bahamas. 

Now Ragged. 
draws the youth 

@ By TRIBUNE STAFF 

MORE and more young 
Bahamians are considering 
Family Island life as an escape 
from crime and congestion in 
Nassau, it was claimed yester- 
day. 

The noise and dirt of the cap- 
ital are encouraging growing 
numbers to rethink their prior- 
ities, said Ragged Islander 
Myron Lockhart-Bain. 

And with the “good life” pos- 
sible on some islands on an 
income as low as $200 a week, 
it’s bound to become more 
alluring as Nassau becomes 
increasingly overcrowded, he 
said. 

For Mr Lockhart-Bain and 
his wife, Charlene, island life is 
much to be preferred over the 
stresses and strains of urban liv- 
ing. And they feel more 
Bahamians would be attracted 
to it if the government ensured 
the basics were in place. 
“Whenever I find myself in 

Nassau for a few days, I get 
stressed,” said Mr Lockhart- 
Bain, “Nassau is so congested 
and people develop wrong atti- 
tudes there. 

“The problem is that capital- 
ism is all about taking advan- 

tage of any given situation. On 
the island, you have to adapt to 
island ways and develop a dif- 
ferent outlook.” 

On Ragged Island, he said, 
people have time to think. And, 
of course, there are fewer 
threats to people’s well-being. 

“In Nassau, you have to be 
self-preserving,” said Mr Lock- 
hart-Bain, “You have to watch 
all the time what’s going on 
around you. If you don’t, you 
are in trouble.” 

The way he tells it, there’s 
certainly much to be said for 
the simple life, especially if you 
are the kind of resourceful per- 
son who is creative and at ease 
in your own company. 

On Ragged Island, people 
have to be mutually supportive. 
But they also get a chance to 
live life their way, with none of 
the pressures of high-flying 
careers and keeping up with the 
neighbours. 

For instance, Mr Lockhart- 

Bain is now tilling a plot of land 
next to his home to grow okra, 
tomatoes, bananas and other 
foodstuffs which will keep his 
larder stocked for part of the 
year. 

And he goes out fishing at least 
twice a week, not only to feed his 

ENE Bus & Truck Co., Ltd 
7 Montrose Avenue 

Phone:322- 7 ° i ¢ 326-7452 
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For Easy Financing 
_ Bank And Insurance 

On Premises 
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Before buying 

Bahamas Bus & Truck 

Call: 

322-1722   

Island 

family, but also to send fresh fish 
to his mother in Nassau. 

Apart from the weekly mail- 
boat, and the occasional passing 
yacht, Ragged Island is pretty 
much cut off from the rest of 
the Bahamas. 

But its tiny population likes 
the peace and quiet and cares 
little for the materialistic life. 

With only five or six utility 
vehicles and four trucks on the 
island, there is nothing resem- 
bling the morning traffic jam on 
the Eastern Road. And the 
nearest they get to bright lights 
in Duncan Town, the island 
capital, are flashes from occa- 
sional electrical storms. 

If there is one ongoing annoy- 
ance in Ragged Island, it’s 
water. Most of its rain falls in 
May, and residents try to catch 
and conserve as much of it as 
they can. 

“Otherwise, we're in a state 
of drought,” said Mr Lockhart- 
Bain. 

But he said island life had 
much to commend it once peo- 
ple were able to make adjust- 
ments and get used to it. He pre- 
dicted that more young Bahami- 
ans would begin to appreciate 
the advantages as city life 
became more intolerable. 

“There’s no doubt this is the 
future of the Bahamas,” he said. 

In a world full of turbulence, 
there’s much to be said for 
enduring peace. Ragged Island 
offers peace and quiet in abun- 
dance, he added. 

For the stories 

behind the 

news, read 

Insight on 
Mondays 
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In brief 
Profiles 
needed for ' 
Tribune : 
supplement 

THE Tribune will be pub- 
lishing its annual 'Back to 
School’ supplement in 
August/September. In prepa- 
ration for the supplement, 
which will feature all gradu- 
ating seniors who will be 
attending university/college, 
whether locally or abroad, we 
invite all parents, guardians 
and graduating seniors to 
submit a profile on the grad- 
uating seniors, along with a 
photograph and contaet 
information. 

The profile should include: 
e Name of student a 
e Age 
¢ Name of parents 
e A list of exams already 

taken and the results - e.g.-- 
Bahamas Junior Certificate 
(BCs) exams and Pitman 
exams 

¢ A list of exams expected 
to be taken - Bahamas Gen; 
eral Certificate of Secondary 
Education (BGCSE) exams 

¢ The college/university 
they expect to attend - e.g. - 
College of the Bahamas, Har- 
vard University, University 
of Miami 

¢ Name of degree expected 
to be sought - e.g .- Bache- 
lors degree in English, Bach- 
elors degree in Biology; 

e What career they expect 
to enter once their education 
is completed - a doctor, Math 
teacher, engineer ’ 

e All extracuricular activi- 
ties - club memberships, team 
sports/frack and field, church 
activities 

e A list of honours! 
awards/recognition student 
has received 

Please forward all infor: 
mation to Yolanda Dele: 
veaux, Tribune Features Edi; 
tor at email - ybdele- 
veaux@tribunemedia.net * 
please note 'Back To School! 
in the subject line. The infor- 
mation may also be hand 
delivered or mailed to: ' 

Back To Schooi ; 
The Tribune 4 
Shirley and Deveaux 

Streets 
P O Box N-3207 
Nassau, Bahamas. 

Guyana | 
declares’. 
flood alert - 
after rains - 

* 
t
a
 

a
 

B@ GUYANA : 
Georgetown ‘ : 

° 
- 

GUYANA declared a 
flood alert following two days, 
of heavy rains that inundat= 
ed coastal areas and parts of 
the capital, according to Asso-* 
ciated Press. 
Agriculture Minister: 

Robert Persaud said the gov-: 
ernment is closely monitor- 
ing flood control gates and 
has purchased more pumps 
to help drain floodwaters. 

“The ministry is making 
every effort to ensure that all, 
pumps are operable and: 
floodgates are opened on 
time,” Persaud said. 
There were no initial. 

reports of damages or 
injuries. ° 

Most of this South Ameri- 
can nation’s coastline lies, 
nearly 6 feet below the 
Atlantic Ocean and flash 
floods are a constant threat 
during rainy seasons. 
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hours in the conquest of the skies — from the first feats of the pioneers 
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Marina Village, Paradise Island (242) 363-1141 
Crystal Court at Atlantis * Our Lucaya, Freeport, Grand Bahama 

Marsh Harbour, Abaco * Harbour Island * Emerald Bay, Exuma  
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= judge seeks 

more facts 
~"on slavery 

scjaWault 

“= MIAMI 
ait 

A FEDERAL judge said 

-awlhursday he needs more 

,»»,dacts before deciding whether 

a1 wWS courts have jurisdiction 

over a lawsuit from three 

3 oq Subas men, who say 

, davana’s communist gov- 

. ernment forced them into 

virtual slavery to pay off a 
debt to a Curacao shipbuild- 
ing company, according to 

Associated Press. 
. Among the key issues is 

whether the arrangement was 

intended to circumvent the US 

economic embargo by allow- 
34 ing Cuba to profit from work 
teadone in Curacao on 2NmETE 

qQonnl 

_srvsels, Senior US District Judge 
James.Lawrence King said. 

rain 

3,44, motion to dismiss the law- 
_ Suit filed by Curacao Dry- 
’ vntdock Co. to give lawyers for 
atthe three Cuban men time 
santo collect more evidence. 

_civx Curacao is a self-govern- 
oi ning Dutch island in th. Less- 

er Antilles off Venezuela’s 
; coast. 

=z: The three Cuban men, 
=H all now live in Florida 
«a Alberto Justo Rodriguez, 
narernando Alonso Hernan- 
andez and Luis Alberto 
eee vet none — claim they were 
--. among hundreds of men 
“forced by Cuba to work at 
nagoreee Drydock and 
“threatened with prison or 
‘Worse if they refused. 

~~ They say they worked 112- 
hour weeks at hard labor, 

onorm 

boas 

   
   
      

  

itry, 

uban guards and were 
"forced to watch videotapes 

~ "Of long speeches by Cuban 
“Y President Fidel Castro. 
~*~: The arrangement was 
4~“Cuba’s way of paying off a 

debt for a drydock installa- 
.tion the company had built 

““Some years earlier near 
Havana, lawyers said. 

The Cuban Interests Sec- 
tion, which represents the 
€astro government in-Wash- 
ipgton, did not return a tele- 
phone.call seeking comment. 
& 

  

King postponed ruling on . 

-were watched by armed: 
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New computers for YMCA 
after charity golf to 

@ By TRIBUNE STAFF 

PIRATES of the Caribbean 
III opens in theatres today, two 
years after Disney filmed por- 
tions of sequels If and III on 
Grand Bahama. 

During their stay the “Cast 
and Crew Charity Golf Classic” 
raised money towards items for 
the Grand Bahama Children’s 
Home, and the purchase of ten 
computers for the youth of 

Grand Bahama. 
David Croucher led the event 

and worked in the costume 
department of Pirates alongside 

Academy Award winner Pen- 
ny Rose. 

David was also a repeat crew 
member on most of the James 
Bond films and became known 
for organising special charity 
events to raise funds for 

whichever community they hap- | 

pened to be working in through- 
out the world. 

He usually did this by means 
of a golf tournament, since golf 

was one of his loves. While he 

was not able to work on the last 

James Bond film, Casino 

‘Royale, which was filmed in 
Nassau at the same time that 
Pirates of the Caribbean II/III 
was being shot on Grand 
Bahama, he still ran the event 

he is now famous for. Many 
came together on one of the 
coldest days of that year to 
sponsor, play and enjoy a day of 
golf, and an evening of fun. 

Unfortunately, David 
Croucher died suddenly in Sep- 
tember, 2006, less than a year 
after leaving Grand Bahama. 

He was a kind, warm, bubbly 
man and would often hug peo- | 
ple and say “I love ya” quite 
freely, even with persons he had 
only met a few times. He had a 
way of making people feel at 
ease, and shone with his spirit of 

giving. 
David never got to find out 

where the computers ended up. 
They were earmarked for a hur- ° 
ricane-ravaged area of Grand 
Bahama, but no facility was 

ever in good enough repair for 

  

i Pirates of the Caribbean II/III costumer David Croucher 

the computers until this year. 
In January the Mt Zion Bap- 

tist Church in Eight Mile Rock 
asked for a few computers for 
their Christian Education Cen- 
tre. Since this centre is open to 

' holding a safety pin, one of the tools of his trade. 

the community, as well as a 
nearby school, caretakers of the 

computers felt this would be a 
suitable place for them. 

Then on May 14 the rest of 
the computers finally found 

urney 
their home at the only YMCA 
in The Bahamas. A few local 
crew members and event vol- 
unteers came out for the pre- 
sentation, as well as a visiting 
crew member from California, 

Mr Robert George. 
Seven new Dell computers, 

along with a few printers, were 
given to the YMCA to enhance 
afterschool programmes as well 
as generate support for the 
upkeep of the computers by 
way of a Cyber Café, which will 
be open to the public. 

Use of the Internet and the 
‘computers will be charged at a 
nominal fee. 
Word from David’s col- 

leagues is that the James Bond 
Golf Society in the UK has 
commissioned a silver cup to be 
competed for annually as part 
of a fun-filled “Dave Croucher 
Day”, the sort of event David 
would have enjoyed so much. 

As David’s friend and close 
colleague Kenny Crouch says: 
“His laughter and his compas- 
sion are sadly missed.” — 

  

GHS interns investigate hospitali 
EIGHT seniors from Gov- 

ernment High School took part 
in a five-week work study at 
Sandals Royal Bahamian Spa 
Resort and Offshore Island 
learning the inner workings of 
the hospitality industry. 

Twelfth-grade students Crys- 
tal Bell, Ashley Miller, Tehellia 

Ferguson, Kevin Lewis, 

Appolonia Greene, Lavonia 
Cartwright, Elijah Hanna, 

Deshawn Sturrup and Rashad 
Miller were placed in areas such 
as the butler’s pantry, the 
kitchen, restaurant, laundry, 
housekeeping and entertain- 
ment departments. 

For five consecutive Satur- 
days, the students worked 
directly with managers, super- 
visors and team members in 

their respective areas, where 
they were able to see the details 

Effective May 26th, 2007 _ 
HL clients will be able to make payments for 

REMIUM and MORTGAGE accounts 

on Saturdays from 9 am to 12:30 pm 

that go into satisfying the needs 
of guests. 
Ashley and Crystal, who 

worked in Spices restaurant, 
said they were amazed at how 
knowledgeable a waitress had 
to be, not only about the restau- 
rant but also about the resort. 

Rashad, who worked in the 

entertainment department, said 
guests would ask him about the 
island. “Social studies paid off 
for me,” said the student, whu 

added that he was able to con- 
fidently answer questions posed 
to him by guests. 

Sandals’ public relations man- 
ager, Stacy Mackey, applauded 
the students on a great job. 

“As they will be graduating 
soon, the work experience 
demonstrated to the students 
that they must be well-versed 
in not only the area or field that 

  

For Your Convenience 

  

- cat the CIIL Building at 21 Collins Ave 

Tel: 356-8300 

ncecetona tend 

Av 2 COlinalmperial, 
Insurance Ltd, 

  
  

they work in but also areas out- 
side the one in which you work. 

“While the company trains 
team members in skills pertain- 
ing to their work responsibili- 
ties, we also provide training 
that would place them in a posi- 
tion of empowerment when 
answering questions or giving 
information.” 

Ms Mackey noted that, 
before the work study began, 
she encouraged the students to 
read the newspapers, watch and 
listen to the local and interna- 
tional news, as well as converse 
with peers and persons not 
familiar to them. 

This, she said, would build 

the students’ confidence and 
help them to shed some of their 
shyness. “They must have taken 

* my suggestion seriously because 
they all performed well and got 

  

i 

  

@ FRONT row: Deshawn Sturrup, Tehillah Ferguson, Ashley 
Miller, Elijah Hanna, back row: Jeremiah Nixon, Stacy Mackey, 
public relations manager, and Crystal Bell. 

4 

“eli gible bidders for the construction 
two ee foundations at 

Bidders are 2 reouledl| to célicct packages from. 
Mrs. Delmeta Seymour _ 

at the Administration Office 

Blue Hill and Tu . r Ro d 

BEC Office 
Rock Sound, Eleuthera 

  

_ Tenders are to be hand delivered on or rbefore: 
Wednesday, May 30th by 4pm 

and addressed as follows: 

The General Manager 
Bahamas Electricity Comporatien 

P.O. Box N-7509 
_ Nassau, Bahamas — 

Marked: Tender No. 638/0 
“Construction of Two (2). | 

TRANSFORMER FOUNDATIONS FOR 
THE NORTH FEEDER AT ROCK SOUND - 

POWER STATION, 
ELEUTHERA, BAHAMAS” 

For ail inquires regarding this Tender, 

contact Melpert Dean at 302-1413. 

NOTE: ROCK SOUND POWER STATION | 
SITE VISIT WILL BE ON FRIDAY, _ 

MAY 25, 2007. :  
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Time for the PLP to accept defeat 
r 

HE PLP’s plan to chal- 
lenge the election 

results in court, as questions 
continue to whirl about their 
conduct during the election, ts 

_ not only preposterous but 
’ ‘proves that many PLPs are sore 

‘*+ losers. 
any Indeed, that party's inability 

>” to accept their thrashing at the 
3 

’ 

“t polls is indicative of their per- 
eae ception that they are divinely 

ordained to govern the 
~. Bahamas. 

Following the election, 
instead of conceding to obvious 

’» defeat, former Prime Minister 
' Perry Christie shuffled around 

«© for 24 hours as rumours that the 
-‘ official results were flawed 

gripped the country and almost 
ignited riots. 

For the entire day (May 3), 
citizens of the Bahamas were 
left speculating, assuming and 

'. guessing who actually won the 
*.election because of baseless 
“ rumours that the FNM had 

“*« lost. 
‘." Further, Mr Christie and top 
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brass of the PLP idly sat around 
' while hordes of rowdy PLP sup- 
porters swarmed Gambier 
House and other PLP premises 
to celebrate a victory that they 
(Christie and company) knew 
they had failed to secure. 

Last Sunday, while hosting 
an internet chat, Mr Christie 
declared that the PLP would 
vigorously contest certain con- 

stituencies in election court. The 
leader of the opposition and his 
party seem incapable of accept- 
ing the reality: that they were 
given the heave-ho by the 
Bahamian people. 

It appears that they are still 
so traumatised that they were 
sacked that they would prefer 
to continue to beat a dead 
horse, instead of gracefully 

  

YOUNG | M 
ADRIAN 
  

argument that political balance 
must be established, that is, a 

  

It appears that the PLP are still so 
traumatised that they were sacked 
that they would prefer to continue 
to beat a dead horse, instead of 
gracefully accepting defeat and 
analysing why they became the 
first one-term government in 
Bahamian history. 

  

accepting defeat and analysing 
why they became the first one- 
term government in Bahamian 
history. 

As it relates to Senate 
appointments, in accordance 
with article 39 (4) of the Con- 
stitution, the Upper House must 
be fairly constituted to reflect 
the balance in the House of 
Assembly. While the PLP’s 

_& TRUCKS: 
afer the best deal | in town on 

‘98 HYUNDAI ELANTRA Best offer 

‘00 HYUNDAI ACCENT 

‘00 HYUNDAI GALLOPER 

‘0i HYUNDAI COUPE 

‘04 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 
Very low mileage, very clean 

‘05 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
Only 5,000 miles plus very clean 

‘02 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 
‘03 SUZUKI BALENO 

‘05 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 
‘06 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 

QUALIT' auto Si 
sales @ ee 
LIMITED 

#1 AUTO DEALER IN THE BAHAMAS 
EAST SHIRLEY STREET °¢ 322-3775 ¢ 325-3079   Visit our showroom at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport) Ltd for similar deals * Queen's Highway * 352-6122 

9-7 divide in the Senate (in 
favour of the FNM), the Oppo- 
sition leader can only single- 
handedly appoint four senators 
and the other three can only be 
appointed after consultation 
with the prime minister. 

Essentially, the three unfilled 
senatorial posts can be filled by 
independent senators, who are 
not necessarily associated with 
the PLP or FNM. However, this 
is not likely to happen. 

I admit that one or two 
seats lost by the PLP: (eg 

Blue Hills) could be challenged. 
However, the spectacle arising 
from the PLP’s proposal to dis- 
pute the election results in elec- 
tion court is astounding. 

Before the election, the PLP 
was the governing party and, 
in truth, they commanded the 
government’s election machin- 
ery, seemingly gerrymandered 
to fix the boundaries in their 
favour. 

They divided constituencies, 

anager Se 

Te! for MOM PU RW ta Ma EC mie nnterncet 
Best Buy Furniture. Spend just $200 and al TO WIN! 
A $1, se aa Sa 

We've dedicated this month of ce 8) olla Mom and all 
about Her that’s extra special. Come in and find the very 
best in brandmame Furniture; Home appliances, 
elas etsy edge Electronics. _ 

Come in and see us ne on Village Road - at. 
Master Technicians and Best Buy Furniture. 
Where you will be satisfied, because we’re 
simply the best, always! 

7 Un he 
Re ee cm er oh 

394-2378 
Village Road 

AN’S VIEW 

  

Gis SON 

set the election date and con- 
trolled when and where the 
FNM would be able to hold and 
air rallies. The ball was entirely 
in their court, so to legally con- 
test the election results after an 
electoral spanking is a fruitless, 
pricey misadventure and stalling 
tactic that will only appeal to 
diehard PLP hopefuls who must 
again brace themselves for the 
sequel to their election night- 
mare. 

According to news reports, 
the PLP is set to contest five 
seats: Pinewood, Blue Hills, 
Golden Isles, Sea Breeze and 
Marco City. While each of these 
seats was won by fewer than 70 
votes, which, according to PLP 
strategist Valentine Grimes is 
“too close for comfort”, we 
must bear in mind that the ° 
FNM could launch a similar 

( onsidering that the 
PLP was the govern- 

ment at the time, Mr Grimes’ 
remarks are nothing short of 
farcical. 

Before the election, the PLP 
was accused of wrongdoing and 
of using bully tactics to intimi- 
date people. Further, allegations 
that the PLP used fake ballots 
and added illegitimate ballots 
to the count of some con- 
stituencies continue to raise 
questions about the number of 
seats that they did win. 

Considering the blatant elec- 
toral infractions, the new PM 
should immediately mount 
investigations and set about 
prosecuting all offenders! 

It is bizarre that the PLP 
would now flip the script and 
contend that voting irregulari- 
ties occurred in certain con- 
stituencies—when they were the 
government of the day! By fil- 
ing motions in the courts, Mr 
Christie is giving PLP support- 
ers false hope. 

And, while the PLP is rushing 
to election court, why won’t 
they explain why 41,000 “sam- 

  

Considering the blatant 
electoral infractions, the new 
PM should immediately mount 
investigations and set about 
prosecuting all offenders! 

  

challenge for the MICAL and 
Fox Hill seats. 

Mr Grimes, who himself was 
at the centre of Election Day 
controversy, claimed: “The Pro- 
gressive Liberal Party is of the 
view that there were persons 
who were not allowed to vote in 
areas that they should not have. 
So, based on the information 
we have, we believe that there is 
a reasonably high chance of suc- 
cess.” 

ple” ballots were ordered a 
week before the election for 
what they say were training pur- 
poses? 

he PLP may merely be 
wasting time and mon- 

ey on an expensive legal team 
that they seem to have assem- 
bled on a wing and a prayer and 
with the hope of forcing Mr 
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Irghase for eligibility. Grand 
gattificate radgemabig at 
et details.   

Ingraham to call another elec- 
tion. 

After some time, Mr Ingra- 
ham should call their bluff and 
hold a snap election that could 
potentially reduce their parlia- 
mentary numbers, silence the 
naysayers and truly send those 
persons that are seeking to sub- 
vert the nation’s healing process 
after a gruelling campaign to 
bleat in the political abyss. 

It is unlikely that the PLP’s 
challenge of the election results 
will lead to the FNM’s victory 
being over-turned. 

THE FNM SHOULD: 
SIGN THE UN'S 

ANTI-CORRUPTION 
CONVENTION ° 

si five-year tenure of 
the former government 

was riddled by scandal, fights 
and serious allegations of -vic- 
timisation and corruption: « 

At a mass rally on November 
21, 2006, Prime Minister Hubert 
Ingraham told a crowd that he 
found it “very revealing” ‘that 
the Bahamas had not signed or 
ratified the United Nations 
Convention Against Corrup- 
tion, which was entered into 
force i in December, 2005. 

Mr Ingraham promised to 
deepen democracy and further 
bolster the Bahamas’ democra- 
tic institutions. Corruption 
undermines democracy and 
retards economic development! 

Now that the FNM is in pow- 
er, it is hoped that they will 
move with haste in signing and 
ratifying this important ¢on- 
vention and, in turn, make pro- 

visions of the convention law in 
the Bahamas. 

If the new government signs 
on to this convention, it -will 
compel ministers and other 
public servants to be more 
accountable and, in the casé of 
elections, ensure that future 
elections are free from corrup- 
tion. x 
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CRUISE 
LINE 

| CRUISE, SHOP & STAY PACKAG 
~ TO SOUTH FLORIDA! 

erate yay $299 Natives eT PLUS 2 Hotel Nights) 

TRAVEL IN STYLE! 
Departs Nassau 5:30 pm 

Arrives At Port Everglades 9:00 am 

* Private Cabin « Fine Dining ¢ Entertainment 
¢ Spa & Childrens Programmes ¢ Casino 

CALL TRAVEL NETWORK (NASSAU) LTD. 

~ EXCLUSIVE TICKETING AGENTS AT 

327-6045 
#1 Sandy Port Plaza » www.gulstore.com 

Rates based on 4 persons traveling. Prices subject to change and availability. Hotel taxes extra.   
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LOCAL NEWS 

Mother claims generator left in 
     

backyard has made daughter sick — 
e 

By ALISON LOWE 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

A MOTHER has claimed that 
herethree-year-old daughter has 
become sick as a result of gov- 
ernment agencics' complacency 
about a generator put “in her 
backyard" by Water and Sewer- 
ages 

Fontella Rolle was shocked 
wheh she tried to speak with an 
official at the Department of 
Environmental Health, but was 
told*that if she was making a 

complaint dgainst another govy- 
ernment ministry she "couldn't 
say anything about that". 

However, The Tribune's inves- 

tigations have revealed that the 
mother's difficulties could be due 
to the law relating to private 
developers not being enforced. 

Ms Rolle's daughter was 
recéntly diagnosed with asthma, 
and suffers from headaches and a 
constant cough, according to her 
mother. / 

From birth, despite her moth- 
er's pleas and best efforts, the 

child has been exposed for years 
to fumes from what was sup- 
posed to be a temporary genera- 
tor located less than 15 feet from 
her home. 

And Ms Rolle claims she has 
been informed by a Water and 
Sewerage official that the gener- 
ator, which powers a water- 
pumping facility, would be’ 
unnecessary if the Bahamas Elec- 
tricity Corporation had complet- 
ed electrical infrastructure in the 
area. 

Problem 
Godfrey Sherman, general 

manager at Water and Sewage. 
claims the problem runs deeper. 

Mr Sherman said that, in this 
area, the developer did not leave 
the necessary funds in place, as 

stipulated by law, in case of 
unfulfilled obligations — as 
turned out to be the case in this 
instance. 

"BEC has a proposal to clec- 
trify it, but we're trying to figure 
out who will pay for it," said Mr: 

  

BEC contains oil leak 
FROM page one 

line around Clifton. 

To date no update on the source of the oil leak has been issued 

by any government agency or private company. 

- Sherman, 

Dwayne Curtis, chief public analyst with the environmental 
monitoring and risk assessment division and member of the oil spill 
cominittee, said he is concerned that the spill was not brought to the 
attention of his division — which is mandated to investigate any sig- 

nifigant oil spill — until the aerial photographs of the large oil slick 
in front of the Bahamas Electricity Corporation compound were 
published by The Tribune. 

Generally, whenever there is a spill of any significance, the infor- 
mation would be referred to that committee and an investigation 
carried out and a report would be generated. 

Mr Curtis said that the Port Department should be the first 
department to be notified, and added that, according to news 
reports, “this appears to have been done.” 
BEC deputy general manager Anthony Forbes said Monday 

that-the corporation had started an investigation into the source of 
the spill, which was first brought to the attention of The Tribune last 
week. This followed a statement noting that the corporation was not 
necessarily responsible. 

However, yesterday BEC promised to increase its effort to avoid 
releases and, if they should occur, to immediately take the neces- 
saryeaction to mitigate them.     
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in light of the devel- 
oper allegedly defaulting on his 
legal obligations. 

He said the corporation, hav- 
ing taken residents of the area 
on as customers, may have to 

"pick up the slack." 
Mr Sherman noted that under 

the Private Roads and Sub-divi- 
sions Act, "developers are oblig- 
ed to do certain things — but 
whether they actually do them is 
another story." 

He added that the generator 
was necessary as the only alter- 
native was to deal with the pump- 
ing system by tanker trucking — 
or, as he called it, "the old days of 
dumping your slop bucket out- 
side." 

However, questions are raised 
as to whether the Ministry of 
Works in fact demanded such 
money prior to allowing devel- 
opment to get underway. 

Meanwhile, Fontella Rolle's 
daughter has been to the doctor 
six times this year, and having 
tested negative for allergies, her 
doctor indicated some other fac- 
tor may have been instrumental 
in inducing the illness. 

Ms Rolle blames the genera- 
tor, which was put in place short- 
ly after she moved into her Lake 
Cunningham home. 

She is forced to keep her win- 
daws and doors closed in an 
attempt to block out the heavy 
diesel fumes, but even with these 
measures taken, she finds the 
emissions enter her home 
through her air-conditioning 
units. 
Now the mother is in despair at 

various government entities’ per- 
ceived disregard towards her 
family's plight — and the fact 
that a lawyer recently advised her 
she would need to drum up 
$20,000 to take legal action over 
the matter. 

"Nobody seems to care," she 
said. Various former ministers, 
including Shane Gibson, Neville 
Wisdom and Bradley Roberts, 
allegedly promised action, but 
none was forthcoming. 

Consequently, Ms Rolle's des- 
peration has reached such a peak 
that she has eyen switched off 
the generator on a number of 

@ SHOE 
EPOT 

    

occasions, causing problems with 
the sewerage system, in the hope 
that this will inspire the commu- 
nity to come together to address 
the need for proper infrastruc- 
ture. 

For this, Ms Rolle has alleged- 
ly been threatened by an official 
at Water and Sewerage that she 
could face arrest. However, the 

mother says that such action does 
not concern her, if only it would 
cause the problem to be 

addressed. 
"My daughter is getting sick," 

she said, pointing out that med- 
ical bills are mounting. "I fecl 
helpless that my child is 
dying...that's what's happen- 
ing...it's poisoning her system," 
she said. 

The mother said she feels she 
has nowhere to go. "I wanted to 

move, to rent the place, but no- 
one wanted to rent it because of 
the generator. I thought about 
selling it but I can't sell it to any- 
one with that there. First it has 
devalued our property, second 
we'll just be killing that family - 
doing to them what it's doing to 
us." 

Commitment 

In the meantime, Mr Sherman 
said that between Water and 
Sewerage and BEC a commit- 
ment has been made to install 
the necessary infrastructure. 

"We're trying to get a co-ordi- 
nation between a number of util- 
ities and ministries to get some 
things done but at the same time 
some of these developers who 
made obligations have not done 
what they're supposed to have 
done." 

Yesterday, Charles Christie — 
the individual named both by Ms 
Rolle and Mr Sherman as the 
site's developer — claimed only 
to have been involved with the 
real estate side of the deal, with 
no responsibilities for any infra- 
structurdl development. 

He gave the name of another 
company that he claimed were 
behind developing the area, but 
no listing was found under its 
name in the phone book. 

Director of Environmental 
Health Services Mellany McKen- 
zic said she was "certain" that 
no-one from her department 
would have brushed Ms Rolle off 
in such a way as was claimed. 

She said she believed she was 
familiar with Ms Rolle's situa- 
tion and was checking to find out 
if her department carried out an 
investigation into the matter. 

Director of Public Works, 

Melanie Roach, and permanent 
secretary in the Ministry of 
Works did not return phone calls. 
BEC general manager Kevin 

Basden was unavailable, and 
deputy general manager Antho- 
ny Forbes declined to speakon 
the matter. 

Attempts to contact Minister 
of State for Public Utilities in the 
Ministry of Works, Phenton Ney- 
mour, were unsuccessful. 

FROM page one 65-year-old 
However, a struggle broke out as the pouch was handed over 

and, in the process, the pensioner got possession of the weapon. 
His attacker fled the scene with the pouch. Asst Supt Evans 

could not say how much, if any cash it contained. 
The man later turned in the weapon to a local police sta- 

tion, and it was found to be a .22 handgun. 
No one was injured during the struggle. Police investigations. 

are continuing. 

Man in court over stabbing death 
FROM page one 
The incident reportedly 

took place between 11.30pm 
on Saturday, May 19, and lam 

on Sunday, May 20. 
Ferguson was told by the 

chief magistrate that he was 
not required to plead to the 

murder charge and that a pre- 
liminary inquiry would be held 
into the matter. 

The case was adjourned to 
Monday, June 18, and trans- 
ferred to Court 11 Nassau 
Street. 

The accused was remanded 
to Her Majesty’s Prison. 

FROM page one FNM vice chairman 
FNM but also the press and other media — that kind of activity 
wherever we hear it or see it," he said. 

The editorial also addressed the question of whether there were 
civil servants who may have — due to their party affiliation — been 

"trying to make his or her minister look bad." 
It read: "Civil servants should understand that they are there to 

implement the policies of the government in power," noting that 

"too often" it has been claimed that partisan affiliations have 

affected the functioning of a government employee. 
To this, Mr Ferguson responded that the government has "no 

facts, no established information, that there are persons who are try- 

ing to sabotage the programme of the government, " but added that 
where this type of behaviour is in evidence, "the government will 

deal with it through the normal procedure of the general orders", 
speedily and effectively. 

Under the previous PLP administration, several former ministers 

complained that they felt that some senior civil servants were 

working against them. 

mh 

Marathon Mall 
Town Centre Mall 

East Street South 
ALL 3 LOCATIONS - NO EXCEPTIONS 

Ca 
Mas 
STORE 

IB 
SOUTH 

(100 yds north of ENVIR PSC: Church)     ORE 
# ALL SALES FINAL * of equal or less value    No refund. No exchange. No return. 

    pe ss



PAGE 12, FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2007      

St Matthew’s Anglican Church 
50th anniversary prepares for 

MEMBERS of the 205th 

anniversary committee of 

St Matthew’s Anglican 

Church did a site inspec- 

tion of the Eastern Parade 

as they gear up to host the 

Great Fair to be held on 

Saturday, June 23. 
Kim Outten-Stubbs, 

chairperson for the 205th - 

anniversary of Christian 

witness in the Bahamas, 

made the appeal to 
the wider Bahamas to join 

in the celebration as 

St Matthew's moves into 

celebration mode for 

  

the anniversary. 
The Great Fair promises 

to be a spectacular event 
as it will offer food dishes 
and treats from around The 

Bahamas, marching bands, 
community choirs, plus 

a pet and antique car 
show. 
Junkanoo groups will 

descend on to Eastern 
Parade and compete for a 
grand prize presenting , 
their best banners depict- 
ing the church along with 
great civic and religious 
leaders born in the parish. 

  
Xavier Dei Dei Fisher 

Love your family 
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create 4 buzz 
at spelling bee 
THE Bahamas is expected to 

take part in the 2007 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee begin- 
ning on Wednesday, May 30, in 
Washington DC. 

The bee will feature top 
spellers from across the US, as 
well as competitors from 
Europe, Guam, Jamaica, Puer- 
to Rico, the US Virgin Islands, 
The Bahamas, American 
Samoa, Canada and New 

Zealand. 
The 286 champion spellers, 

ranging in age from 10 to 15, 
will be competing for the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee 
Championship, to be deter- 
mined during the semi-final 
and championship rounds of 
the competition on Thursday, 

May 31. 
The national competition will 

be held in the Independence 
Ballroom of the Grand Hyatt 
Washington. 

The purpose of the National 
Spelling Bee is to help students 
improve spelling, increase 
-vocabularies, learn concepts” 
and develop correct English 
usage that will help them all ee 
their lives. 

The programme is open to 
students who have not reached 
their 16th birthday on or before 
the date of the national finals 
and who have not advanced 
beyond the eighth grade by 
February 1, 2007. The spellers 

have qualified to compete in 
the national competition by 
winning locally sponsored 
spelling bees in their home 
communities. 

The Scripps National 
Spelling Bee is the nation's 
largest and longest-running 
educational promotion. The 
competition is administered on 
a not-for- profit basis by The E. 
W. Scripps Company in Cincin- 
nati and 280 local sponsors. 

The majority of these local 
sponsors are daily and weekly 
newspapers. 

The spelling bee is primarily 
an oral competition conducted 
in rounds until only one speller 
remains. Preliminary and quar- 
terfinal rounds - including a 25- 
word multiple-choice test - will 
be held on Wednesday, May 30. 

The semi-final and champi- 
onship rounds will be held on 
Thursday, May 31. 

The National Spelling Bee 

word panel has compiled a list 
consisting of more than 1,000 ° 
words that will be used in the 
national competition. 

Cash prizes for competitors 
range from $50 to $20,000 for 
the national champion. All 
spellers receive a commemora- 
tive watch; the Samuel Louis 
Sugarman Award, which con- 
sists of a $100 EE US Savings 
bond; Webster's Third New 
International Dictionary, 
Unabridged, on CD-ROM 
from Merriam-Webster; a $20 
gift certificate from Franklin 
Electronic Publishers; and an 

iQuest handheld from 
LeapFrog. 

The national champion also. 
receives an engraved loving 
cup, a $5,000 cash award from” 
Franklin Electronic Publishers, 
a $5,000 cash award from 
LeapFrog Enterprises Inc., a 
$5,000 scholarship from Sigma 
Phi Epsilon Educational Foun-: 
dation; a $2,500 US Savings 
Bond, a reference library, a 
$5,000 cash award and SO refer- 
ence works to the school or 
library of the champion's 
choice from Merriam-Webster; 
‘and reference materials valued 
at more than $3,800 from Ency- 
clopedia Britannica. 

Live coverage of the cham- 
pionship rounds will be provid- 
ed by the ABC Television Net- 
work from 8pm to 10pm EDT,, 
on Thursday, May 31. Good 
Morning America anchor, 
Robin Roberts, will host the 
ABC broadcast. 

Semi-final rounds of the bee 
will air live earlier in the day on 
ESPN from 10am to lpm EDT. 
SportsCenter anchor, Chris 
McKendry, will host the ESPN 
broadcast. 
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Potential Esso sale to French oil 
giant is ‘rumour going around’ 

@ By CARA BRENNEN- BETHEL 
Tribune Business Reporter 

  

top official for Esso 
Standard oil in the 

; Bahamas said yester- 

day that he had no 
knowledge of a 

potential sale involving local service 
stations to a French oil conglomer- 

ate. 
' Keith Glinton, country manager for 
Esso Standard Oil in the Bahamas, 
told The Tribune that, while he was 

  

to grow at 3.8 per cent a year over the next 10 years 

aware of stories surfacing on the 
Internet that ‘otal SA, the fourth 

largest oil company in the world, sub- 
mitted a bid to acquire Esso’s 

Caribbean operations, he had not 
been informed of such a deal and was 
unaware of any sale. 

“I know that there is that rumour 
going around, and I can’t speak to 
where that would have originated 
from, but what I can say is that no-one 
from Total SA or Esso. has 
approached me and informed me of 
that, so 1am unaware of such a sale or 

deal.” 

According to Trinidad and 
‘Vobago’s Newsday online edition, the 
French integrated energy giant Total 
SA, the fourth largest oil company in 
the world, is bidding to buy Esso’s 
Caribbean operations in a $400 mil- 
lion deal which would see the com- 
pany buying some 200 service stations 
throughout the Caribbean and the 
Bahamas. 
The article quoted “a leading 

Jamaican pump retailer,” who said: 
“As far as | understand, Total will be 

picking up some 200 gas stations in 
Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Haiti, the-East- 

ern Caribbean and the Bahamas for 
US$400M. 

“A player like Simpson Oil may 
partner with one of the larger opera- 
tors and throw in a bid, but there is no 

doubt that Total is seeing something 
in the Caribbean that other opera- 
tors are not.” 

Total’s business includes the entire 
oil and gas chain - from crude oil and 
natural gas exploration and produc- 
tion to power generation, transporta- 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

EMPLOYMENT generated by the 
Bahamian travel and tourism industry will 
grow at an annualized rate of 3.8 per cent 
over the next decade to 2017, the [Sth 
fastest rate in the world, with the industry 
responsible for creating 80 per cent or one 
in every 1.3 jobs in the Bahamas by that 

time. 

The statistical projections, pr piace by 
the World Travel and Tourism Council 
(WTTC), show how important it is for the 
Bahamas to maintain its tourism sector 
competitiveness given that this nation will 
become ever-increasingly reliant on it. 

The WTTC projected that travel and 
tourism, directly and indirectly, will gen- 
erate 100,000 jobs or 67.9 per cent of total 

employment in the Bahamian economy 
in 2007, or one in 1.5 jobs. This made the 
Bahamas the sixth most-reliant nation in 
the world on tourism to produce the bulk 
of its employment, just behind Antigua 
and Barbuda, Aruba and Anguilla. 

The total number of jobs produced by 

SEE page 2 

tion, refining, petroleum refining, 
petroleum product, marketing and 
international crude oil and product 
trading. The company is also a large- 
scale chemicals manufacturer. 

The Tribune attempted to reach 
Total SA officials in France and the 
United States, but did not receive an 
answer up to press time. 

This comes on the heels of whis- . 
perings that, following the FOCAL 
deal in 2005/2006, other oil compa- 
nies might consider splitting their 
wholesale and retail divisions. 
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think your health plan will cover you. 
for the rest of your life? 

Reality Check. 
With most plans you're on your own after 70! 
But with BahamaHealth, once you're 
a member you can be covered for life. 

Call for information on individual and group 
coverage, or log on to www.familyguardian.com 

PORT, ABAGC 

  

today! 

  

  

Health Bahama 

FAMILY 
GUARDIAN 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY. 

EUTHERA CORPORATE CENTRE: EAST BAY STREET, NASSAU P.O. BOX SS 6232   
  

    

  

     
   

  

‘®@ FIDELITY Bank (Bahamas) has unveiled plans to expand 
its Western Union money transfer business from six to 21 loca- 
tions in the Bahamas, announcing that 12 extra sites would be 

rolled out through Bahamas Supermarkets’ City Markets 
stores through a sub-agency agreement. Shown (L-R) from 
Bahamas Supermarkets are Peter Gourdie, human resources 
director and Raymond Rolle, IT specialist, with Alfred Stew- 
art, Fidelity executive director, and Peter Smith, Fidelity 
vice-president, money transfer services. © 

(Photo : Wendell Cleare/TLC)    

Internal or external 

auditor should ‘test 

the suitability’ of a 
licencee’s Business 
Continuity Plan 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

Small Bahamian banks and 
trust companies expressed 
concerns about who would be 
responsible for testing their 
Business Continuity Plans 
(BCPs) due to the fact that 
many lacked specifically-des- 
ignated internal auditors, 
requiring the industry regula- 
tor to adjust its policy. 

Karen Rolle, an executive 

with the Central Bank of the 

Bahamas’ bank supervision 

department, told a Bahamas 

Institute of Chartered 
Accountants (BICA) seminar 

that the banking industry reg- 
ulator adjusted its BCP guide- 
lines so that external, as well 
as internal, auditors were able 
to test these plans. 

“The Central Bank is rec- 
ommending that an industry 
partner, such as an internal or 
external auditor, test the suit- 
ability of a licencee’s Business 
Continuity Plan,” Ms Rolle 
SAIC sinedss 
“Many of our smaller 

licencees, there main concern 
had to do with who would be 
actually responsible for test- 
ing. Many of our smaller 
licencees don’t have a dedi- 
cated internal audit function, 
so we made it possible that 
the testing function be given 
to the external auditor for 
testing of the Business Con- 

tinuity Plan.” 
With hurricanes becoming 

more frequent and severe in 

SEE page 12 
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Want to sell your 

3 or 4 digit License 

plate number? 

Call 322-8814 
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elastase hla lil 
is looking for 

Sales Persons 
with knowledge of the Marine Industry. 

Must be self driven. 

    

  

NOTICE © 
NOTICE is hereby given that LICIA LINA VALE MAZZONI 
OF DEBDEN DRIVE, P.O. BOX F-40091, FREEPORT, 
GRAND. BAHAMA, BAHAMAS, is applying to the Minister 
responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/ 
naturalization asa citizen of The Bahamas, and that any 
person who knows any reason why registration/ naturalization 
should not be granted, should send a written and signed 
statement of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 25TH © 
day of May, 2007 to the Minister responsible for Nationality 
and Citizenship, P.O.Box N-7147, Freeport, Bahamas. 

  

    TST a eS 
Post House Studio & Gallery 
Please Call (242) 327-7562 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that GIANCARLO MAZZONI OF 
DEBDEN DRIVE, P.O. BOX F-40091, FREEPORT, GRAND 
BAHAMA, BAHAMAS, is applying to the Minister responsible 
for Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization 
as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who 
knows any reason why registration/ naturalization should 
not be granted, should send a written and signed statement 
of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 25TH day 
of May, 2007 to the Minister responsible for Nationality 
and Citizenship, P.O.Box N-7147, Freeport, Bahamas. 

Private Banking 

OYSTER Funds 

INI aaaE Leon anata oe 

SYZ & CO Bank & Trust Ltd. 

  

    
ume to: 394-3885. 

      

eCommerce: Avoi d seven 

common mistakes the 
antipreneur will make 

m@ By MARK A PALMER 

Commerce is like a 
foreign language 
when you first 
encounter it. There 

is so much that you need to get 
right. And there are so many 
things that people keep getting 
wrong. Make sure you avoid 
the seven common mistakes: 

1. The first major mistake 
concerns Planning — It is amaz- 
ing how little time goes into 
the planning stage. Try to 
avoid the following common 
mistakes: 

e Avoid Poor Business 
Focus — You need to be clear 
how eCommerce will add val- 
ue to your business. Is it going 
to be an adjunct to your exist- 
ing bricks and mortar busi- 
ness? Will it fit in with your 
existing business objectives? 
Make sure that the bricks and 
mortar and virtual world don’t 
conflict. 

e Avoid Unrealistic Targets 
- Whether you want to 
increase sales, open your busi- 
ness to new markets, or cut 
casts, make sure that your tar- 
gets are achievable, or they will 
demoralise you. Make them 
just hard enough to challenge 
you. ; 

e Avoid Poor Site Specifi- 
cation —- Make sure you under- 
stand what you are trying to 
achieve. If you want your web- 
site to bring in additional sales, 

make sure that it integrates 
with your back office functions, 
that it will be reliable and that 
you will be able to scale it as 
your business grows. 

e Avoid Poor Cost Analysis 
— Just like bricks and mortar 
businesses, be realistic about 
the costs of running your web- 
site. Factor in content and 
technology maintenance, host- 
ing, updating, support, and 
training of your staff. 

2. The second major mistake 
concerns Usability - You 
would be amazed how many 
websites out there are difficult 
for visitors to use. Make sure 
you get feedback from people 
outside the website develop- 
ment community, such as 
potential users, existing clients, 
friends and family. 

¢ Avoid creating an Over 
Developed Site - Don’t use a 

    

  

    
Business | 

Sense 
By Mark Palmer 

   

sledgehammer to crack a nut. 
Be sensible and get your 
designer to create a site that 
will be easy for your visitors 
to use. Use the 3 Click Rule 
that visitors can get where they 
want from the home page 
within three clicks. 

¢ Avoid Slow Download 
Speeds — You don’t need large 
bandwidth sucking images or 
flash effects. Keep it sensible 
so that the user has a good 
experience. 

¢ Avoid Poor Browser Sup- 
port — Make sure your site sup- 
ports the main browsers, Inter- 
net Explorer, Firefox, 

Netscape and don’t forget 
Safari for Mac. You would be 
surprised how many sites don’t 
support all the major browsers. 

3. The third major mistake 
concerns Content — The quali- 
ty of your content will be 
important to ensure your visi- 
tors purchase on your site. 
Good content will make your 
site “sticky” and keep visitors 
coming. 

e Avoid Out of Date Con- 
tent - Keep content up to date. 
Just as visitors will expect shop 
windows to change, visitors will 
also expect your site to change, 
otherwise they will not keep 
coming back. Uninteresting 
content, or sites with little con- 
tent, tend to turn off visitors. 

e Avoid too much clutter — 
Make sure-that your fonts are 
large enough to read, and that 
your text is not too bunched 
up. Make break it up with 
headings and bullet points. 

e Avoid Inaccurate Content 
— Make sure your prices, prod- 
uct descriptions, and contact 
details are accurate, as this will 
put off visitors from using your 
site. 

e Avoid Broken Links - 
Make sure that all your tabs 
and links lead to the pages they 
are supposed to. Nothing frus- 
trates visitors more than bro- 
ken links. Repair these as bro- 
ken links will reflect badly on 
you. 

Elected Best Local 
ahem Sei 4 

In The Bahamas 

Euromoney Survey 

SYZ s&CO 
Created to perform 

Bayside Executive Park | West Bay Street & Blake Road | P.0. Box N-1089 | Nassau - Bahamas 
Contact: Miguel Gonzalez | Tel. +1 242 327 66 33 
Via 4 bir 5 . , Member of the SYZ & CO Group: Geneva | Zurich | Lugano | Locarno | London | Luxembourg | Milan | Rome | Salzburg | Na   ssau | Hong Kong 

January 2007 

www.syzbank.ch 

4. The fourth major mistake 
concerns Shopping Cart Issues 
— Research indicates that up 
to 3/4 of shopping carts are 
abandoned by visitors due to 
the following issues. 

¢ Avoid a Long Check Out 
Process — Don’t try to capture 
too much customer informa- 
tion at the checkout stage. 
Keep the information you 
want to capture at a minimum. 

e Avoid Incomplete Infor- 
mation — make sure you pro- 
vide stock availability and 
delivery costs at the beginning 
of the checkout process and 
not at the end, as nobody likes 
nasty surprises. 

¢ Avoid Lack of Flexibility - 
Make it easy for your customer 
to change quantities, amend 
orders, delete and add prod- 
ucts and go back to shopping. 

e Avoid Confusion — Make 
sure visitors know what you 
want them to do next. Have 
“Next Step” buttons and 
advise your visitors at which 
stage of the checkout process 
they are at. 

5. The fifth major mistake 
concerns Customer Service — 
You would be surprised how 
poor customer service is on the 
web. Once a site has your mon- 
ey, many do not respond in a 
timely manner and many do 
not at all. 

e Avoid Lack of Contact - 
Ensure you have an address, 
telephone numbers, and peo- 
ple for visitors to talk to. 

e Avoid Lack of Feeback - 
Try to respond promptly (with- 
in 24 hours) to e-mail 
enquiries. When people order, 
make sure you confirm orders 
immediately by e-mail and if 
possible give them a tracking 
system to follow the progress 
of their orders. Offer money 
back guarantees to remove risk 
of purchase. 

e Avoid Late Delivery - 
Make sure your delivery times 
are realistic and this will 
remove a lot of irate customer 
service calls. 

6. The sixth major mistake 
concerns security Issues — Fail- 
ure to address security could ° 
lead to a lack of confidence in 
your site if it goes down and 
becomes unavailable to your 
customers. © 

e Avoid Poor Security. 
Make sure you use software 
products to stop hackers get- 
ting into your system such as 
firewalls, anti-virus software 
and password protection. 

e Avoid Lack of Contin- 
gency Planning. Make sure you 
back up your data off site in 
case things go wrong, so that 
you have business continuity. 

7. The final major mistake 
concerns Marketing — No mat- 
ter how good your site, or your 
product, if visitors don’t visit, 
then you have failed in your 
primary aim to sell your prod- 

uct. 
e Avoid Poor Marketing 

Planning — Make sure you pre- 
pare a marketing plan that 
utilises the correct marketing 
techniques for your circum- 
stances. What is appropriate 
for someone selling a $99 
health product may not be rel- 
evant to somebody selling a 
$15 snoring aid. Be realistic 
with your budgets and allow 
sufficient funds to generate the 
sales you need. 

¢ Avoid Inappropriate Mar- 
keting Techniques — Don’t 
spam your customers as this 
will get you in trouble with 
your ISP or hosting service and 
could cause your site to be tak- 
en down. ; 

And finally, make sure you 
measure your marketing 
efforts. There are many useful 
tools on the Internet that will 
help you track your visitors, 
your advertising returns and 
analyse where your visitors are 
coming from, how long they. 
spend on the site and what 
pages they visit. Google Ana- 
lytics is a free service and you 
should spend time on their 
website getting to know how 
it works, 
eCommerce is a tricky area _' 

to get right. Don’t bean 
‘antipreneur’ and ignore these 
seven pitfalls, which often trap 
the unwary. There is much you 
will need to get right to suc- 
ceed. So, in order to avoid the 
trap of ‘antipreneurship’, make 
sure that you spend sufficient 
time on this area, as it will pay 
large dividends for your future 
business success. 
NB: This column is avail- 

able as an eBook at 
www.antipreneurship.com 
Mark draws on 20 years of 
top level business, marketing 
and communications experi- 
ence in London and The 
Bahamas. He is Chief Oper- 
ating Officer of www.ezpze- 
mail.com, currently lives in 
Nassau, and can be contacted 
at markalexpalmer@mac.com 

© Mark Palmer. All rights 
reserved 

Employment generated 
by tourism projected 

to grow at 3.8 per. 
cent a year over 
the next 10 years 

FROM page 1 

tourism, directly and indirectly, 
was projected to rise to 144,000 
by 2017, while over the same 
time 10-year period the num- 
ber of direct jobs produced by 
tourism is slated to rise from 
28,000 (25.9 per cent of total 
employment) to 55,000 jobs or 
30.8 per cent of total employ- 
ment. 

Visitors 

Spending by visitors to the 
Bahamas in 2007 was projected 
to account for 69 per cent of 
total exports by this nation’s 
economy in 2007, making the 
country the fourth most reliant 
on the world on tourism to 
generate exports. 

And when it came to the 
Bahamian economy’s gross 
domestic product (GDP), in 
2007 tourism was projected to 
account for 53.6 per cent or 
$3.499 billion, figures that 
would rise to 62.8 per cent or 

$6.763 million by.2017. 

Capital 

Projected capital investment 
in the Bahamian tourism 
‘industry during 2007, as a per- 

centage of total investment in 
the Bahamian economy, was 
39.8 per cent, enough to tank 
this nation 10th in the world 
under the WTTC. The total 
figure was $791.4 million, and 
by 2017 was forecast to reach 
$1.44 billion - some 43.9 per 
cent of total capital investment 
in the Bahamian economy. 
And when it came to gov- 

ernment spending on the trav- 
el and tourism industry, as a 
percentage of total govern- 
ment expenditure, the 
Bahamas again was ranked 
17th, the sector attracting 13.9 
per cent of public funds or 
some $133 million. 

By 2017, this is forecast to 
increase to $228.3 million or 
14.4 per cent of total Bahami- 
an government spending. 

»
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the Government of Mexico J iayso1-215: 2007 

oo | : E tg Seasons Mexico City 

Building conse ene tela OCLC y Tra EN Pa Chars 

- Howis the economy fairing thus far under President Calderén's new initiatives? What 

must Mexico do to achieve an annual growth rate of at least 5%? What is the 

government doing to minimise risks and improve the investment climate? These are 

the issues we will address at Economist Conferences' Business Roundtable with the 

Government of Mexico: Building consensus and promoting growth. 

Panellists: 

Oscar Schmidt STA 

SatteTNaeL Spm decd mies tiie President, Latin 

Tinea : at Alt Tomei au aaler FedEx 

  

| ‘Guillermo Ortiz, Governor, Central Bank of Mexico 

"Francisco Javier Ra mi rez Acufia, Secretary of the Interior oe ge ee 

Eduardo Sojo, Secretary of Economy 

: Scott B Blacklin, Vice-President Emerging Markets, Public Sector, Cisco 

“Fibers Salinas Leon, President, Mexico Business Forum 

Eduardo Medina-Mora Icaza, Attorney General 

    

ase SES EN 

  

Jorge Zermejio Infante, President, Mexican Chamber of Deputies 

  

assess 

Carlos Navarrete Ruiz, Senator and Coordinator, Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD) Mexican Senate 

| : José Natividad Gonzalez Paras, Governor, Nuevo Leon 

  

Lazaro Cardenas Batel, Governor, Michoacan 

Anna Szterenfeld, Latin America Editor, Economist Intelligence Unit 

To obtain more information or to reserve vo 

40605. ~~“ amencas customersenice@ecanomist.com rae ML ACPO ES Ree) Gel celia ol ae 
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Shell Overseas 
two cents per 

US gallon — 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

OCOL Holdings is 
paying Shell Over- 
seas Holdings $0.02 
of every US gallon 

sold from all its New Provi- 
dence Shell-branded gas sta- 
tions as part of the deal that 
saw it acquire the latter’s 
Bahamian retail subsidiary 
for a total consideration of 
$53.96 million. 

The details of the $0.02 per 
US gallon payments, which 
are passed on to Shell every 
quarter, were part of the 
trademark licence agreement 
made when FOCOL Hold- 
ings acquired Shell Bahamas 

_ in mid-2006, and revealed in 
the company’s annual report. 

To acquire the Shell trade- 
mark and non-exclusive right 
to continue using it at the gas 
stations it took over as part 
of the deal, FOCOL Hold- 
ings paid Shell Overseas 
Holdings an initial $4.08 mil- 
lion fee upfront, in addition 
to the per gallon payment. 

The initial trademark 
licence agreement expires on 
January 15, 2010, but both 

- Shell and FOCOL Holdings 

   

  

   

   
     

    

   
       

  

Totally Yours, 
Totally Yaris: 

can agree to extend it beyond 
this date. 
FOCOL Holdings also dis- 

closed that part of the agree- 
ment to purchase Shell 
Bahamas involved it entering 
into a fuel supply agreement 
with Shell, which will see the 

BISX-listed firm purchase 
minimum quantities of 
350,000 gallons of 91 octane 
index motor gasoline; 300,000 
gallons of gas oil, 450,000 gal- 
lons of light diesel oil and 
138,000 gallons of commer- 
cial propane for the first five 
years after the deal — again 
expiring on January 15, 2010. 
FOCOL Holdings said the 

Shell Bahamas purchase 
involved it paying a headline 
price of $28.67 million, the 
equivalent of the working 
capital balance during early 
negotiations, plus net non- 
monetary assets. 

The deal was financed by 
$18.96 million in FOCOL’s 
own cash from operations 
and retained earnings, a $10 
million Royal Bank of Cana- - 
da loan and a $25 million 
preference share issue. 
FOCOL’s annual report 

confirmed what The Tribune 
had heard at the time, name- 

The superbly balanced proportions of the Toyota Yaris reflect the 

inherent inte''igence of its design and the spacious comfort that it offers. 

Features include: 1.3 litre engine, automatic transmission, ABS brakes, 

power steering, power windows, power locks, air conditioning, driver's 

side airbag, and CD player. 

GY) TOYOTA ‘ris 
Backed by a 3-year/60,000 mile factory warranty 

XECUTIVE 
OTORS LTD 

| UTHORISED TOYOTA DEALER 

Available in Grand Bahama at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport) * Queens Hwy, 352-€122 ® Abaco Motor Mall, Don MacKay Blvd, 367-2916 

ly that the $25 million prefer- 
ence share issue was under- 
subscribed, concerns having 
been expressed that the inter- 
est rate coupon attached to it 
— Bahamian Prime plus 1.75 
per cent — was at least | per 
cent too low to make it really 
attractive compared to other 
investment options at the 
time. 

With the issue only raising 
$20.76 million, the $4.24 mil- 
lion balance had to be picked 
up' by Colinalmperial Insur- 
ance Company with a higher 
rate bank loan. This was 
because the insurance firm’s 
financial advisory affiliate, 
CFAL, the former Colina 

Financial Advisors, acted as 
placement agent for the pref- 
erence share issue and agreed 

to underwrite any difference. 
FOCOL Holdings is now 

working to revive Shell’s 
brand reputation and posi- 
tioning in the Bahamian mar- 
ket through its Sun Oil sub- 
sidiary, as it has long been 
recognized that it was run- 
ning a distant third to Texaco 
and Esso. 

Sir Albert Miller, FOCOL 
Holdings chairman, said suc- 
cinctly in the annual report: 
“Shell’s brand has not reflect- 
ed its global stature in the 
Bahamas since the 1970s. 
Much faith is being put on 
the more local decision-mak- 
ing ability and faster 
response that FOCOL Hold- 
ings brings to the table to 
effect a turnaround. — 

INSIGHT 
the news, read Insight 

on Mondays | 

| 

Auto Mall, Shirley Street (opp. St. Matthew’s Church) 

Open Mon to Fri 8am - 5:30pm 
Sat 8am - 12noon 

Tel: 322-6705/6 or 397-1700 
E-mail: execmotor@batelnet.bs on A by 
Parts and service guaranteed (ZB 
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- Must have 3 years Sales experience 
- Must be well spoken and confident 
- Must be 25 years Or Older 
- Must be a quick learner 
- Must have good writing skills 
- A base salary and commission 
- Resume 
- Two references 
- Police record 

NO PHONE CALLS 

Apply in person at Bahama Divers, Nassau Yacht 
Haven, East Bay Street between the hours of 
10am - 12noon. 

WANTED 
A well established Media Company is 

looking for a hard working male 

to work as a Pressroom Assistant. 

Qualified applicants should be able 

to work nights between the hours of 

8p.m. to 5am. and be prepared to 

submit job references and clean police 

record. 

Interested persons should 

send resume to: 

c/o DA 18973P — 
P.O. Box N-3207 

| or 

Fax: 328-2398   
Notice of 

Office Closure 

To our Valued 

Customers 

Please be advised that all our offices in Nassau will be closed 

on Friday, May 25th 2007 between the hours of 9:00am-1:00pm 

for the Company's annual Awards Ceremony. Our offices in Freepot, 

Exuma & Abaco will be closed for the entire day. 

We apologize for 

any inconvenience 

caused 

British 
b'tAmerican 

Nassau 242-461-1000 Freeport 242-352-7209 Exuma 242-336-2039 

  

Abaco 242-367-5601 

www. babfinanclal com 

“Financial Solutions for Life!” 
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lired of living on tips, low-paid 
workers turn to the courts 

lm By DAVID B CARUSO 
Associated Press Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Dan- 
ger and exhaustion came with 

the job in the decade Chen 

Tianyun spent as a restaurant 

delivery man in Manhattan. 
Traffic threatened to squash 

his scooter like a dumpling. 
He survived an armed rob- 
bery. Most weeks, he toiled 70 
hours so he could send money 

to his family in China. 
And for his effort, he said 

he was paid a salary of $550 

per month — about $1.81 per 
hour. 

Live on your tips, his bosses 

told. him. 
Stories like Chen’s are a 

dime a dozen in New York 
City, where immigrants make 
up nearly half the work force 

and employers who ignore 
labour laws have long been 

Winding Bay 
A@ACD GAUAMAS 

Bookkeeper/Office Assistant. m 

° Provide administrative support duties for a busy Construction 
office ‘ 
Process and prepare invoices/bills for payment 
Reconcile vendor statements 
Data entry duties 
Proficient in Microsoft Word and Excel 
1-3 years experience in a similar role 

IT Support 

Will support a Construction Management Team using a variety 
of software applications on both stand alone systems and in a A niti epettegr fest: ; 
networked environment: °: ~ 
Well experienced in day to day troubleshooting and problem 
solving of IT hardware and software issues 
Part-time position 

Construction Project Manager : 

Minimum 5 years experience in construction management 
Working knowledge of timber and masonry construction methods 
Proficient in reading and understanding construction plans 
Proficient in performing material take-offs and placing material 
orders 
Working knowledge of construction materials 
Proficient with Microsoft Word and Excel 
Good communication skills 

Resume should be sent to Nick Sims, Development Department, 
The Abaco Club on Winding Bay, P.O. Box AB-20571, Marsh 
Harbour, Abaco or fax # 242-367 2930.   

privacy glass 

able to count on a complicit 

silence from labourers thank- 

ful for a job. 
But lately, many of those 

arrangements have been 
threatened by a simmering ser- 
vice-industry rebellion. 

In recent years, low-paid 
workers around the country 
have filed a growing number 
of lawsuits seeking thousands 
of dollars in back wages from 
bosses they say failed to pay 
the minimum wage or over- 
time. 

The complaints cover a wide 
range of industries and work- 
ers, from landscapers and 
warehouse labourers, to shop 
clerks and construction con- 
tractors, but most share a com- 
mon trait: They involve immi- 
grants who have become bold- 
er about going to court to 
demand their proper pay, 
regardless of their legal status. 

Some of the business owners 
being sued insist they treated 
workers well, and are them- 
selves being taken advantage 
of by savvy activists and attor- 
neys. 

Federal lawsuits alleging vio- 
lations of the Fair Labour 
Standards Act have more than 
doubled nationwide in recent 
years, rising from 1,854 cases 
in 2000 to 4,389 in 2006, 
according to the Administra- 
tive Office of the United States 
Courts. 

In New York, many of those 
complaints have come from 
workers who say that, for 
years, they worked mostly for 
tips. 
Chen and fellow delivery 

workers at the Saigon Grill, a’ 
small chain of Vietnamese 
cafes, filed a lawsuit seeking 

back pay in March. More than 
a dozen New York restaurants 
have seen similar claims in the 
past few months. 

Grocery baggers at super- 
markets in low-income neigh- 
bourhoods have filed lawsuits 

Price includes rustproofing, licensing and inspection to birthday, full tank of fuel, 
24,000 miles/24 months warranty and emergency roadside assistance. 

  

QUALIT auto 
Sales 
LIMITED 

  

#1 AUTO DEALER IN THE BAHAMAS 
EAST SHIRLEY STREET * 322-3775 ° 325-3079 

Visit our showroom at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport) Ltd for similar deals, Queens Hwy, 352-6122 
or Abaco Motor Mall, Don Mackay Blvd, 367-2916   

and complaints with state 
labour officials over the past 
year, claiming their only pay 
were handfuls of coins offered 
by customers that sometimes 
added up to as little as $250 a 
week. 

In the South, the Southern 
Poverty Law Center has filed 
suits on behalf of Mexican and 
Guatemalan forestry workers 
— in the US legally on guest 
worker visas — who claim to 
have been denied overtime 
and effectively paid less than 
minimum wage. 

On the hurricane-ravaged 
Gulf Coast, the SPLC and the 
National Immigration Law 
Center have brought similar 
suits on behalf of foreign-born 
workers who took construc- 
tion and cleanup jobs, only to 
find that they paid far less than 
promised — or, in some cases, 

not at all. 
Busboys who cleared tables 

at Chinese buffets across New 
Jersey have sued claiming their 
daily wages consisted entirely 
of tips — minus kickbacks to 
managers of as much as $20 
per shift. 

One of those workers, Tony 
Tsai, 30, of Jersey City, said 

the last straw for the staff at his 
restaurant in Wayne, N.J., 

came when the boss threat- 
ened to fine every worker $30 
for not washing plates thor- 
oughly. 
“We couldn’t take it any- 

more,” he said. 
Other lawsuits have come 

from workers at nail salons 
and small retail stores, who say 

they were never paid overtime. 
“There will be more cases 

in the next few weeks,” 
promised Josephine Lee, a 
waitress and organiser for a 
union-backed campaign called 
“Justice Will Be Served” that 
has coordinated litigation 
around New York. 
“What we are saying is that 

there have been rampant abus- 

es, and they need to stop,” she 
said. 

Attorney Michael S Weis- 
berg, who represents the 
Saigon Grill, said every work- 
er at the company was paid at 
least minimum wage, which in 
New York is now $4.60 per 
hour for tipped foodservice 
workers. 

“They make a fortune!” 
Weisberg said of the delivery 
men, all of whom were fired 
after filing their lawsuit, and 
now picket the restaurant sev- 
eral times a week. He accused 
the workers, many of whom 
are Chinese nationals in the 
US illegally, of lying about 
how many hours they worked, 
and of unfairly turning on a 
boss who offered jobs without’ 
asking too many questions 
about a worker’s immigration 
status. 

“Let them justify one salary 
that is short!” Weisberg said. 
Managers at some of the . 

grocery stores being sued over 
their treatment of baggers 
have said the workers weren’t 
employees at all, and were 
offering their services to cus- 
tomers on their own time. 

Still, more scrutiny could be 

on the way. 
This month, New York’s 

state labor commissioner, M 
Patricia Smith, announced the 

creation of a new Bureau of 
Immigrant Workers’ Rights. 

The office will help coordi- 
nate enforcement efforts, and 
make sure bilingual investiga- 

‘tors are dispatched to inspect 
potentially unscrupulous 
employers, said its new chief, 
Deputy Labour Commissioner 
Terri Gerstein. 

“This administration is 
strongly dedicated to protect- 
ing all workers, regardless of 
their immigration status, and 
we will be taking a strong 
approach to enforcement,” she 
said. 

It’s not clear that the surge 

  

y 

in litigation means there are 
more violations taking place. 

The US Labour Department 
said the number of wage and 
hours complaints it received 
last year actually fell for the 
second straight year, to 26,256 
compared to 31,786 in 2004. 
Some of the biggest states 

also reported a decline in wage 
violation investigations. Cali- 
fornia opened 38,873 such cas- 
es last year, compared to 
50,127 in 2002. Texas looked 
into 15,301 labour violation 
claims last year, down from 
20,138 in 2001. 

So why the increase in law- 
suits? , 

Labour attorneys said there 
has been a proliferation over 
the past six or seven years in 
the number of lawyers who 
specialize in wage and over- 
time disputes, meaning more 
cases can be handled without 
government intervention. 

“A few years ago there were 
very few people were toiling 
in this field,” said David Bor- 
gen, a labour attorney in Oak- 
land, Calif. 

A second could be a grow- 
ing realisation, in some immi- 
grant-rich cities, that workers 
can go to court over a pay dis- 
pute, regardless of whether 
they are here legally or not. 

Courts across the country 
have, in fact, repeatedly barred 
employers from trying to kill 
suits by arguing that their 
immigrant employees weren’t 
eligible to work in the US in 
the first place. 

In New York, attorney 
Justin M Swartz’s firm, Out- 
ten & Golden LLP, was 
involved in a $3.2 million set- 
tlement with the Gristedes 
supermarket chain in 2003 
over pay for West African 
delivery workers. 

“TJ think workers, in general, 
are becoming more and more 
aware of their rights to be paid 
properly,” he said. ~ ; 

DELTEC BANK & TRUST LIMITED 

Invites applications for the position of 

Responsibilities will include (but are not limited to): 

COMPLIANCE MANAGER 

Maintaining and developing a robust compliance and control regime in Deltec to 
ensure compliance with all 
policies and procedures 

relevant laws, regulations, guidelines and internal 

Developing, administering and implementing a stringent compliance program that 
monitors and reports on key risk indicators 
Implementing a comprehensive self-testing program that is derived from risk 
assessment 

Reviewing KYC documentation for all new and existing clients 
Advising and assisting with the training of staff in regulatory and internal policy 
compliance requirements 
Reporting to Executive Management, Board of Directors and Group Compliance 
Ability to work independently and under pressure to meet deadlines 

The successful candidate should have the following qualifications: ° 

A thorough knowledge of all applicable legislation, regulations and guidelines 

Minimum Bachelors degree in banking or finance along with either CPA, ABIFS 

(formerly ACIB), or International Diploma in Anti Money Laundering and 

Compliance (BACO) 
Legal background would be an advantage 

Minimum 3-5 years relevant experience in the Compliance field 

Excellent written, oral and presentation skills 

Salary will be commensurate with experience. 
é 

Interested persons may submit resumes as follows: 

Human Resources Manager 

Deltec Bank & Trust Limited 

Resumes may also be faxed c/o 362-4623 or emailed to 

P.O. Box N.3229 

Nassau, Bahamas 

anh@deltecbank.com. 

  

ABSOLUTELY NO TELEPHONE CALLS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
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| Z UNSOLD 2007 XL7 
sports-utility vehicles sit 
outside a Suzuki dealership 
in the northwest Denver 

= és ; suburb of Wheat Ridge, 
ry ; Colorado. The Commerce youre just a click Depemen si 

orders to United States fac- 

tories for big-ticket manu- 
factured goods posted a 

away from our store... moderate 0.6 per cent 
: increase in April, helped by 

a continued rebound in 
business investment. 

get quotes slams pare 
find out 

rele tim es   
INSIGHT 
For the stories 

behind the 

news, read 
Insight on 

_ Mondays 
Seam UL 
right appliance 

eR Celae Ua (seme te 
Taylor Men esaon Shirley Street...call today for more details 322-8941   

Sheraton 
vable Beach 

RESORT 

Sheraton will create a 700 room hotel with meeting space at Baha Mar. 

The hotel will feature easy access to shopping, gaming and the beach 

Director of Rooms 

The new, soon-to-be open, Sheraton Cable Beach Resort, Nassau, 

The Bahamas is looking for a Director of Rooms. This is a 

highly visible position within the hotel’s management team. 

The qualified candidate must possess at least 6 years hotel experience 

in Front Office, Housekeeping and Guest Services with a minimum 

4 years of management level experience in these areas. The major 

areas of responsibility and management will include: Front Office, 

Guest Services, Housekeeping, Security, Gift Shop, Health Club, 

Recreation and Tennis. This position is responsible for short and long 

term planning and day-to-day operations of the above listed areas. 

FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2007, PAGE 7B 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS _ 2006 
IN THE SUPREME COURT CLE/qui/No.825 
Common Law and Equity Division 

IN THE MATTER OF ALL THAT piece parcel or tract of 
land containing approximately Seven acres and Seventy-seven 
hundredths of an acre situate in the Island or Cay known as 

| Frazer’s Hog Cay one of the Berry Islands group in the said 
Bahama Islands being Lot Numbers Fifty-five, Fifty-seven 
and Fifty-nine in the plan of a Subdivision of a portion of the 
said Frazer’s Hog Cay. 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF the Quieting Titles Act, 1959 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF the Petition of Allan Lightbourn 

NOTICE 

THE PETITION OF ALLAN LIGHTBOURNE in respect 
OF:- 

ALL THAT piece parcel or tract of land containing 
approximately Seven acres and seventy-severr hundredths of 
an acre situate in the Island or Cay known as Frazer’s Hog 
Cay one of the Berry Islands group in the said Bahama Islands 
being Lot Numbers Fifty-five, Fifty-seven and Fifty-nine in 
the plan of a Subdivision of a portion of the Frazer’s Hog Cay 
bounded Northwestwardly by a road Thirty-five feet wide 
and running thereon Six hundred and Nineteen feet and Eight- 
six hundredths of a foot Northeastwardly by Lot Number 
sixty-one in the said plan and running thereon Five hundred 
and ninety-seven feet more or less to the High Water Mark 
Southeastwardly by the sea and running thereon Five Hundred 
and eighty feet and Seventy hundredths of a foot and 
Southwestwardly by Lot Number Fifty-three in the said plan 
and running thereon Five Hundred and Thirty-five more or 
less to the High Water Mark. 

ALLAN LIGHTBOURNE claims to be the owner in fee 
simple in possession of the following land and has made 
application to the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of 
The Bahamas under Section Three (3) of the Quieting Titles 
Act, 1959 to have his title to the said land investigated and 
the nature and extent thereof determined and declared in a 
Certificate of Title to be granted by the Court in accordance 
with the provisions of the said Act. 

Copies of the Petition and Plan of the said land may be 
inspected during normal office hours in the following places: 

1. The Registry of the Supreme Court, East Street, North, 
in the City of Nassau, Bahamas; 

. The Chambers of Lockhart & Munroe, #35 Buen 
_ Retiro Road, off Shirley Street, Nassau, The Bahamas; 

and : 

The Office of the Commissioner/Administrator, Justice 

of the Peace or the Local Constable at The Berry 
Islands, The Bahamas. 

NOTICE is hereby given that any person having dower or 
right to dower or an Adverse Claim or a claim not recognized 

in the Petition shall on or before the 16th day of July, A.D., 

2007 file in the Supreme Court and Serve on the Petitioner 
or the undersigned a Statement of his Claim in the prescribed 
for verified by an Affidavit to be filed therewith. 

ag RRA ae RE ty wea 
Failure of any such person to file and served a Statement of 
his Claim on or before the 16th day of July, A.D., 2007 will 
operate as a bar to such claim. 

LOCKHART & MUNROE 
CHAMBERS 
35 BUEN RETIRO ROAD 
NASSAU, BAHAMAS 

Attorneys for the Petitioner   
: A Dy D % 

The ideal candidate must be highly skilled in budget and expense Bring in 2 boxes of any Orville ACT Tale Ca ae 
management, recruitment, training, customer service and has 3-pack microwave popcorn to BM atemeie ols 
a superior ability to supervise, motivate and develop staff. The 

potential candidate should have excellent working knowledge of 

Hotel Property management systems, Opera and must be a detailed 

oriented team player, possess strong organizational skills, computer 

literate (Excel a must), and possess excellent written, oral and 

interpersonal skills. A Bachelor’s degree or equivalent is required. 

All qualified applicants should forward a copy of their resume> to 
the Director of Human Resources at bbarnes@radissonbahamas.com 

or forward to fax #327-3037. All resumes will be held in the strictest 

of confidence. 

  

her’s is a registered brand of ConAgra Foods. 

Agency in Palmdale for a FREE large popcorn bowl. 

The difference is in the corn! 

Limit 1 per customer Offer good while supplies last.  



PAGE 8B, FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2007 
THE TRIBUNE 

  

   

    

             
   

Bh 

set 

eat 

St 

x 

1 
gu 
ii 

INSIGHT 
7, the stories behind the news, 

read Insight on Mondays 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS 2007 
_ IN THE SUPREME COURT No. 317 
; Hguy Side 

IN THE MATTER OF ALL THAT piece parcel 

- or lot of land being the western most moiety of Lot 

Number Eleven (11) in the Coral Harbour Subdivision 

situate in the Western District of the Island of New 

Providence one of the Islands of the Commonwealth 

of The Bahamas 

. AND 

IN THE MATTER OF the Quieting Titles Act, 
1959 (Chapter 393) Statute Law of The Bahamas 

revised edition 2001 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 

Emmanuel Van Johnson 

NOTICE 
_ EMMANUEL VAN JOHNSON, The Petitioner, 
claims to be the owner in fee simple in possession 
of all that piece parcel or lot of land hereinbefore 

‘described and has made application to the Supreme 
- Court of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas under 
Section 3 of the Quieting Titles Act to have the title 

‘to the said piece parcel or lot of land investigated 
‘and the nature and extent thereof determined and 
‘declared in a Certificate of Title to be granted by the 
‘Court in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 

‘Copies of a diagram or plan showing the position 
‘boundaries shape marks and dimensions of the said 
‘piece parcel or lot of land may be inspected during 
‘normal working hours at the following places: 

(a) The Registry of the Supreme Court Ansbacher 
Building, East Street in the City of Nassau, 
New Providence, The Bahamas. 

(b) The Chambers of Messrs. Davis & Co., 
British Colonial Hilton, Centre of Commerce, 
Ath Floor Suite 400, #1 Bay Street, Nassau, 

New Providence, The Bahamas, Attorneys 

for the Petitioner. 

NOTICE is hereby given that any person or persons 
having a right of Dower or an adverse claim or a 

- claim not recognized in the Petition shall within 
thirty (30) days after the appearance of the Notice 
herein file in the Registry of the Supreme Court in 
the City of Nassau aforesaid and serve on the 
Petitioners or the undersigned a statement of his 
claim in the prescribed form, verified by an Affidavit 

to be filed therewith. 

Failure of any such person to file and serve a 
statement of claim within thirty (30) days herein will 
operate as a bar to such claim. 

Dated this 24th day of April, A.D. 2007 

DAVIS & CO. 
Chambers 

British Colonial Hilton 
Centre of Commerce 
4th Floor Suite 400 

#1 Bay Street 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Attorneys for the Petitioner 

  

® HIGH-definition TVs on display at a Best Buy store in Mountain View, California. 
‘ 

(AP Photo: Paul Sakuma) 

Lawsuit against Best Buy 
Nation’s largest consumer electronics retailer accused 

of denying deals found at company’s Web site 

CLOSED FOR STOCKTAKING 
Nassau Motor Company’s 

Parts Department 
will be closed for stocktaking... 

MAY 2007 JUNE 2007 

27 |28 (29 |30 (31 |7 (2 

    

    

      
      

      
   

    

      

Monday, May 28 and Friday June 1 are holidays 

We will be closed from 5:00pm 
Tuesday, May 29 through 

Saturday, June 2. 

We will re-open on Monday, June 4. 

We regret any inconvenience 

to our valued customers. 

eek SS a 

  

NASSAU MOTOR CO 

Shirley Street » 356-7932 
partsorder@nassaumotor.com © www. nassaumotor.com 

=) FIDELITY 
Pricing Information As Of: 

Abaco Markets 
Bahamas Property Fund 
Bank of Bahamas 
Benchmark 
Bahamas Waste 
Fidelity Bank 
Cable Bahamas 
Colina Holdings 
Commonwealth Bank 
Consolidated Water BDRs 
Doctor's Hospital 

Famguard 
Finco 

FirstCaribbean 

Focol 

Freeport Concrete 

ICD Utilities 

Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ 

@ By STEPHANIE REITZ 
Associated Press Writer 

HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Connecticut’s attorney 
general has announced a law- 
suit against Best Buy Compa- 
ny Incorporated, accusing the 
nation’s largest consumer elec- 
tronics retailer of deceiving cus- 
tomers with in-store computer 
kiosks and overcharging them. 

The lawsuit, which will be 

filed in Hartford Superior 
Court, accuses Best Buy of 
denying deals found at the com- 
pany’s Web site, www.Best- 
Buy.com. Attorney General 
Richard Blumenthal said store 
employees charged customers 
higher prices found on a looka- 
like internal Web site. 

“Best Buy gave consumers 
the worst deal — a bait-and- 
switch-plus scheme luring con- 
sumers into stores with 
promised online discounts, only 
to charge higher in-store 

prices,” Blumenthal said. 

Calls seeking comment were 
placed to the company. 

Blumenthd opened an inves- 
tigation into the Richfield, 
Minn.-based retailer in March. 
About 20 customers com-’ 
plained to his office after a 
columnist for Tie Hartford 
Courant reportec the experi- 
ence of one Conrecticut man 
who found a laptoy computer 
advertised for $72999 on Best- 
Buy.com, then wert to a Best 
Buy store where ar employee 
who seemed to chek the same 
Web site told him th: price was 
actually $879.99. Pretiously, the 
company confirmed that store 
employees have ac:ess to an 
internal Web site that looks 
nearly identical to ‘he public 
BestBuy.com site, bu the com- 
pany’s policy is alwars to offer 
customers the loweit quoted 
price unless it’s specifially iden- 
tified as a deal availcble only 
to online shoppers. 

NOTICE 
International Offshore Bank is seeking 
a TRADING BACK OFFICE ASSISTANT. 

Familiar with back office duties, 
trading confirmation, SWIFT. Spanish 
spoken would be a plus. 

Proven knowledge of MS Office 
products, 

Please submit your resumé to: 
HR Manager 

P.O. Box CB-11903 
Nassau, NP. 

TICE 
IN THE ESTATE OF NORMA LOUISE 
PEARCE late of Coral Lakes, New 

Providence, The Bahamas deceased 

NOTICE is hereby given that all persons having 
any claim or demand against or interest in the above 
Estate should send same duly certified in writing 
to the undersigned on or before 22nd June, 2007 
after which date the Executor will proceed to 
distribute the assets of the Estate having regard only 

to the claims, demands or interests of which he shall 

then have had notice AND all persons indebted to 

the above Estate are asked to settle such debts on 

or before 22nd June, 2007. 

J. S. Johnson 
_ Premier Rea’ 

12.25 Bahamas Supermarkets 

10.00 Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 

14.00 Bahamas Supermarkets 
0.35 RND Holdings “es 

Colina Money Market Fund 
Fidelity Bahamas G & | Fund 
Colina MSI Preferred Fund 
Colina Bond Fund 
Fidelity Prime Income Fund 

1.339837" 
3.18277" 
2.662852"" 
1.244286"*** 
11.4992"**** 

2.8564 
2.3560 
1.1695 
10.9739 FITZGERALD & FITZGERALD 

Attorneys for the Executor 
P.O. Box CB-11173 
Suite 212, Lagoon Court Building 
Olde Towne Mall at Sandyport 
West Bay Street 
Nassau, Bahamas 

52wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks 
52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks 

Prévious Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume 
Togay’s Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume 
Change - Change in closing price from day to day 
Ddily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today 

biy $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months 
P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earings 

Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity 

Ask $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity 

Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price 

Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week 

EPS $ - Acompany's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths 

NAV - Net Asset Value 

N/M - Not Meaningful 

FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index, January 1, 1994 = 100 

* - 18 May 2007 

* - 30 April 2007 

*** ~ 30 April 2007 

* - 30 April 2007   - 30 April 2007 
esa eR %  
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7:30 | 8:00 9:30 | 10:00 

    

NETWORK CHANNELS 
McLaughlin Bill Moyers Journal (N) © (CC) 
Group th) (CC) 

  

Issues Round- 
table discussion. 

May to Decem- |May to Decem- 
ber Zoe feels in- |ber Hilary plays 

Werner 

adequate. matchmaker. 
Week (N) 
(CC)    
  

  

(CC) angry ghost accused of setting the investigates the murder of a busi- plot to exact revenge on (cer ina 
| fire that killed him. (CC) nessman’s wife. © (CC) government project. (CC) 

, Access Holly- |1 vs. 100 Mob members compete Law & Order: Criminal Intent A fa- [Law & Order “Fame” Tabloid pho- 
CP WTVd |wood (ny (CC) tography may have played a role in 

@ WFORIn 
The Insider (N) |Ghost Whisperer Melinda helps an |Close to Home “Legacy” The team NUMB3RS Don's team uncovers a 

  

    

  

ae one another for a prize. ( |ther's womanizing ways uncover a 
( 
  

1 Deco Drive 
! WSVN Jolie, Jon Voight, lain Glen. A globe-trotter battles otherworldly creatures 

a for an artifact. (CC) 

Jeopardy! (N) {America’s Funniest Home Videos |National a Night (iTV) Three [20/20 (CC) 
' | (@ WPLG cc} Co-workers scare a man with a fake contestants play for a luxury trip. (N) 
rt bat. 1 (CC) 1 (CC) 

CABLE CHANNELS av 
tm Cold Case |CSI: Miami The team looks fora CSI: Miami Detectives uncover a _ Intervention “Mike and James” 

A&E iles (CC) killer who murdered a police officer |complex counterfeiting operation 
| 

  

C) forbidden relationship. a fatality. O (CC) 

 * LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER (2001, Adventure) (PA) Angelina |News (N) (CC)   
Speedballing; methamphetamines. 
(ec during a traffic stop. 1 (CC) while probing a bellboy’s murder. 
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Football Focus {BBC News World Business |BBC News Our World Life in/BBC News Football Focus 
BBCI (Latenight). |Report (Latenighi). Faqs largest __|(Latenight). 

it | slum. 

A ited BET College Hill (CC)| % x » LOCKDOWN (2000, Drama) Richard T. Jones, Gabriel Casseus. |Ballers (CC) 
mn Three friends land in prison after a wrongful conviction. (CC) 

. CBC Just for Laughs {SHATTERED CITY: THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION (2003) (Part 2 of 2) CBC News: The National (N) (CC) 
she] Gags (CC) Graham Greene. A freighter containing TNT collides with a ship. 

esi :00) Onthe Fast Money 2007 Heads-Up Poker Tournament! The Big Idea With Donny Deutsch 
» le | CN BC loney . 

“yh CNN ; (:00) The Situa- |Paula Zahn Now (CC) Larry King Live (CC) Anderson Cooper 360 (CC) 
1 tion Room 

he Scrubs “My Blind|Chris Rock: Bigger & Blacker Comic Chris Rock per- ae Central |Bonnie McFar- |Comedy Central 
“L°| COM Date” (CC) {forms a stand-up routine, M (CC) oe aa lane (N) (CC) — |Presents (CC) 
7 ailey. 

Cops A father Inside “Supermax” The debate over |Forensic Files |Forensic Files |The Investigators ‘The Black Wid- 
al al COURT and son fight. — |supermax penitentiaries. oer ower’ (N) 

‘| The Suite Life of|Hannah Mon- {Cory inthe | x CADET KELLY (2002, Comedy-Drama) Hany Ou Christy Cart- 
| DISN Zack and Cody |tana © (CC) — |House ‘Bahavian|son Romano, Gary Cole. A new cadet is challenged by an antagonistic 

0 (CC) Idol” upperclassman. (\ (CC) 

DIY This Old House |Home Again —|DIY to the Res- |Finders Fixers |Finders Fixers |Classic Rides {Classic Car 
ol A (CC) (CC) cue Restoration 

: DW Johannes B, Kerner Harald Schmidt |Journal: Tages- |Europa Aktuell |Journal: In Euromaxx 
: thema Depth 

EI The Daily 10 (N) |50 Most Shocking Celebrity Scan-|50 Most Shocking Celebrity Scan-|The Soup Cel- |The Girls Next 
" dals dals ebrity news. (N) |Door 

. 'ESPN College Softball NCAA Super Regional -- Teams TBA. (Live) (CC) Baseball Tonight (Live) 

Gol ESPN: Primera Plana Roland Garros Boxing Friday Night Fights. From Washington, D.C. (Live) (CC) 
| ESPNI Fuera de Juego avert | Preview (N) 

Daily Mass: Our |The World Over Lifels Worth |The Holy Rosary|Defending Life | Voices on Virtue EWING ee ee cla ee ere eer 
:00) Cardio ‘| Ballroom Bootcamp Women learn |Ballroom Bootcamp (CC) Ten Years Younger “Face Off Face 

FIT TV brat 1 (CC) {to do the tango. (co) ete and skin treatments. (CC) 

“5 Fox Report- |The O'Reilly Factor (Live) (CC) — |Hannity & Colmes (Live) (CC) © /Onthe Record With Greta Van 
FOX-NC Shepard Smith : Susteren (Live) (CC) 

FSNEL :00) MLB Baseball New York Mets at Florida Marlins, From Dolphin Stadium in Miami.  jAroundthe —_‘| The FSN Final 
| Subject to Blackout) (Live) Track Score (Live) 

A | GOLF oat LPGA Golf Corning Classic --|PGA Golf Crowne Plaza Invitational -- Second Round. From Colonial Country Club in Fort 
Reg econd Round. Worth, Texas. (CC) 

: % GSN Lingo (CC) Greed (CC) Dog Eat Dog 1 (CC) (cay Reaction ca) Reaction 

*4 :00) Star Wars at 30 News and interviews from Gen |X-Play Star Wars Cops “Coast to |Cops “Coast to |Ninja Warrior 
| G4Tech be Star Wars Celebration IV. (N) ee 1 (CC) |Coast’ M (CC) 

| Se Walker,  |Walker, Texas Ranger “Break In” +|BACK TO YOU AND ME (2005, Drama) Lisa Hartman Black, Dale Mid- 
| HALL exas Ranger |Walker goes under cover in a maxi- |kiff, Rue McClanahan. A successful doctor returns home after many years 

‘Je | “Flashpoint” © |mum security prison. (CC) away. (CC) ° 

vy Buy Me Helen Selling Houses Abroad “France” A |House Hunters |World’s Most Relocation, Relocation “Joanna 
«| HGTV ___Jhastosell her farmhouse in south west France. (International La |Extreme Homes and Howard” Lovebirds are hoping 

home. 1 (CC) Paz, Mexico.  |London church. to set up their nest together. 

= Morris Cerullo |Breakthrough Jay Sekulow Inspiration To- |Life Today (CC) |This Is Your Day|The Gospel 
-|INSP ct ot (ee) ith | 

: Reba Reba’s ex- |My Wife and  jAccordingto |Accordingto Friends The six |Everybody Everybody 
KTLA _ [husband be- Kis Family dim Fuca Jim ‘The Aas friends say good- |Loves Raymond |Loves Raymond 

comes jealous. races to airport. |hormones. (CC) jHusband’ bye. (CC) “Raybert” (CC) —|“Older Women” 

' Still Standing /Reba Reba plays |Reba Reba’s rec-|TO HAVE AND TO HOLD (2006, Suspense) Justine Bateman, Derek 
LIFE Putting the best Cupid for her ex- jonciliation plan |Hamilton, Sebastian Spence. A married man pays the consequences for 

foot forward. © |husband. backfires. having an affair. (CC) 

4 :00) Hardball {Countdown With Keith Olber- © {MSNBC Investigates “Lockup: © {MSNBC Investigates Kentucky 
MSNBC tee mann Wabash” State Prison. 

NICK Jimmy Neutron: | * %% JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS (2001) Voices of Megan Ca- Funniest Home |Fresh Prince of 
Boy Genius —_|vanagh. Animated. Tykes race into space to rescue their parents.  —‘| Videos Bel-Air 

NTV ty NUMB3RS |Canadian Case |Canadian Case jSombaK’e- The Money Place |News (N) 1 |News 
N) (CC) Files Files (CC) (CC) 

:00) Trackside Nextel Pit Crew Challenge Nextel Cup and Busch teams compete for Setup 
i. SPEED at cash and the title of fastest pit crew. ; P 

Rediscover the |Behind the The Hal Lindsey |Joel Osteen —[Dr. Frederick K. |Praise the Lord (CC) 
et TBN Kingdom Scenes (CC)  |Report(CC) —|(CC) Price (CC) ‘ 

Everybody %& * & THE SCHOOL OF ROCK (2003, Comedy) Jack Black, Joan Cusack, Mike White. Anj(:40) Friends 
TBS Loves Raymond junemployed guitarist poses as a teacher. (CC) lonica buys a 

1 (CC) new bed, (CC) 

  

Take Home Chef eens the Cut “Senior Soiree” 
Caramelized Tre- School supplies. (N) 

What Not to Wear “Erin” Film What Not to Wear “Lauri” A mother, 
archivist. (N) (CC) 35, needs fashion aid. (CC) 

viso. 
  

(:00) Law & Or- |(:15) NBA Basketball Conference Final -- Teams TBA. (Live) (CC) (rl Inside the 
der a0, 0 : BA (Live) (CC) 
(CC) (DVS) 

  

    
UNIV 

   
    

'VH1 

TOON Storm Hawks |StormHawks |CampLazio  |MyGymPart- |GrimAdven- |CampLazlo — |Storm Hawks 
_ |*Pilot, Part 1” | “Pilot, Part 2” _ |ner’s a Monkey |tures “Pilot, Part 1” 

Faut pas réver La Louve d’Abyssinie Littoral 

Storm Stories [Abrams & Bettes 100 Biggest Weather Moments — | Weather: Evening Edition (CC) 
Missing child. “42-1” (Part 5 of 5) 

Be Duelo de |La Fea Mas Bella Lety es una nina |Destilando Amor Nuestra Belleza Latina, Al 
asiones dulce, romantica ¢ inteligente, pero Destape 

(:00) Law & Or- jLaw & Order: Special Victims Unit|Monk “Mr. Monk Is At Your Service” |Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
'USA der: Criminal In- |The murders of paroled rapists point/Natalie asks for Monk's help. (CC) Investigation into the rape of a vet- 

apenas atractiva. (N) 

tent M (CC) 

Flavor of Love: 
Charm School 

to a former cop. (CC) eran police officer. (CC) 

Flavor of Love Girls: Charm 
School Donate clothes. 1 

  

VS, 

WGN 

Young, Rich and Out of Control {Maxim Hot 100 

Best & Worst of Texas Bass Winkelman Out- Americana Out- 
Tred Barta Classic door Secret doors 

x * GUILT BY ASSOCIATION (2002, Drama) Mercedes Ruehi, James |WGN News at |MLB Baseball: 
Nine (N) M (CC)}Cubs at Dodgers 

KT Diaries Whitetail Challenge 

  

(0) America’s 
unniest Home 

Videos ( (CC) 
  

“WPIX 

‘WSBK 

-HBO-E 

‘HBO-P 

nec Deborah Odell. A woman falls victim to unfair sentencing laws. 

CW11 News at Ten With Kaity 
a 

Tong, Jim Watkins (N) (CC) 
WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) 1 (CC) 

News (N) Jeopardy! (CC) |Frasier Woody 
makes a surprise 
visit. (CC) 

a ae ed NN St 
Be * & THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS (2003, Science Fiction) Keanu Reeves, Laurence|Entourage The 
me Carrie-Anne Moss. Neo, Morpheus and Trinity battle vicious machines. © 'R’ — |“Five Towns” pre- 

(CC) 

Everybody 
Loves Raymond 
“Older Women’ 

Jeopardy! (N) Frasier Niles 
(och drives Frasier 

crazy. (CC) 

Dr. Phil (CC)     
Entourage Dra- 
ma gets an offer. 

miere. (CC) ( 

the Bad|P. Day the Bad|P. Diddy the Bad 
Boys of Comedy|Boys of Comedy|Boys of Comedy 

P. Diddy the Bad ae Making/The seas ‘The Second Com- |P. Diddy 
f: Boys of Comedy tide & Prej-|ing” Phil refuses Tony's offer of a 
udice (CC) compromise. ( (CC) 
  

-HBO-W oa % % RE- |REAL Sports With Bryant Gumbel 
OUND (2005) 

(1 PG’ (CC) 

x % CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (2005, Comedy) 
Steve Martin, Bonnie Hunt, Piper Perabo. The Bakers’ 
vacation turns competitive. M ‘PG’ (CC) 

Geer 4 THE 
|ATRIX REVO- 

LUTIONS   
     

    

  

-HBO-S    
      

    
:00) * * * FEARLESS ee Drama) Jeff Bridges, | * THE BREAK-UP (2006, Romance-Comedy) 
Isabella Rossellini, Rosie Perez. A plane crash survivor] Vince Vaughn. A couple end their relationship, but nei- 
is drawn to a grieving woman. 1 'R’ (CC) ther is willing to move.  ‘PG-13' (CC) 

ee The Making 
: Wedding 

Crashers   
  

-MAX-E 
      

   

(:35) % & 2 STAR WARS: EPISODE Ill - REVENGE OF THE SITH (2005, Science Fic- 
tion) Ewan McGregor, Natalie Portman, Hayden Christensen. Anakin Skywalker joins the — |Hamill. Young Luke Skywalker bat- 
dark side and becomes Darth Vader. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) tles evil Darth Vader. 

% ee STAR WARS (1977) Mark 

  

‘MOMAX 
    

    

  

imon Baker. A black woman develops a budding ro- Bale, Willem Dafoe. An insane '80s-era MERICAN 
ce x SOMETHING NEW (2006) Sanaa Lathan, | «  * AMERICAN PSYCHO (2000, Horror) Christian 2 tok 

uppie in- 
mance with a white man. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) dulges in kinky sex and mayhem. 1 Rec) PSYCHO (2000) 
  

  

   

  

Penn & Teller: 
Bulls...! Nuclear |Bulls...! Anger 
power. (CC) management. 

ea 4 % THE TERMINATOR (1984) Arnold The Tudors “Episode 8” (iTV) Hen- Penn & Teller: 
chwarzenegger. iTV. A cyborg assassin from the fu: |ry's petition. © (CC) 

ture comes to present-day L.A. 1 'R’ (CC 

  

    
  

  

1984, Crime Drama) John Getz,     oY) * *% BLOOD SIMPLE —| & & THE HONEYMOONERS (2005) Cedric the Enter-| * | GOT THE HOOK-UP ee 
tainer. Ralph Kramden and Ed Norton hoe Master P. Two punks sell cellular 

rances McDormand.  'R' moneymaking schemes. 1 ‘PG-13' (C phones from their van. ‘R’ 

  

  

    

   
   

  

              

   

  

         
          

       

  

        

        
          
    
   
    

     

       

   

  

     
let Charlie the 

Bahamian Puppet and 

his sidekick Derek put 

some smiles on your 

kids’s faces. 

   

      

    

     j 
    
   

    

    

  

    
     

   

    

  

   

      

  

    

    

    

      

  

   

    

    

Bring your children to the 

McHappy Hour at McDonald's in 
Oakes Field every Thursday 

from 3:30pm to 4:30pm during the 

month of May D007, 

   

    

  

     

  

    

   

  

    

   
   

   Enjoy Great Food, Prizes and Lots of Fun. 
     

      
         

    

       i'm lovin’ it 
       

  

   

  

         

           
        
      

      
      

  

       

          
      
    

  

       

    

    

   iMovie Gift Cer emake great gifts! 
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JE TRIBUNE BUS 

| | COMICS PAGE | er 

Tribune Comics — Calvin & Hobbes 

  

        

    

    

   

          

JUDGE PARKER 

    

         

     

   

        
    

     

     

  

   

    

     

  

     

       

     
    

    

   
   
   

   

Marr 

\“* I AM NOT a 
ip YOU \W/ I WAS WALKING 

s 

OE WORKING V THE GIRL HOME INTERESTED ; : 2 

LATE, BUT YOU } AND WE PASSED pad y , 5 f i— i 

BM" ea | teed Boe PARTY! > zo | HOME! HAL G 

fad ER 

WHER AUNT ASKED i 
ME TO SHOW HER 5 

THE SIGHTS LAST Fi 
NIGHT---THAT'S ALL! 

  

         

     
     
    

       

/ ZACK AT LUANNS I SUPPOSE You WANT Y ACTUALLY, 
en 2 CF? TO KNOW ALL ABOUT / WHAT T 

DEATH. THE LIVING REALLY     

TMA GLAD YOU RETURNED, 5 
ALBERT. I HAVE SO Zax 
MANY QUESTIONS. (7 S&             
     

      

YOU HAVE SOME 
GREASE ON 

   

    

   

   

    

    

      
   

    

    

YOUR FACE j ine : 

: Sp7 d in those days by examinin 
: 

West dealer. played in those days by ex: g 

Z y Both sides vulnerable. the bidding and play of this hand. FRID AY, 

i 
NORTH Her five-diamond bid was qlearly 

i @Q7 correct in her view, since she felt she - MAY 25 

5 
had an excellent hand and saw no ; 

Ms a reason to bid less than game. She. ARIES — March 21/April 20 

i 
&A10642 considered the marvelous dummy When it comes to a business decision 

é 
WEST EAST that came down to be no more than early in the week, Aries, you have to be 

2 $853 her due. patient. You’re’not the one in control 

vie i ¥I874 West cashed two spades and eee ee Baia who is 

#964 $72 shifted to the ten of hearts. Sylvia y UESPEeE 

#K3 #1875 took the ten with the ace and, dimly | TAURUS - April 21/May 21 

Soe SOUTH remembering something called a } Your stubbornness can be your 
T HATE GETTING 094 finesse, led the queen of clubs. She — when it comes to dealing 

HICCUPS WHEN VA53 reasoned that if West had the king, | With Joved ones this week, While 

ee peor ee oS OVS sa eae one. oie aa don’t ignore those close to you. 

Th biticr oF aay GEMINI - May 22/June 21 
a : You have an easy week ahead of you, : | However, West covered the queen na y you, 

i. ag Pas — with the king, forcing Sylvia to win Gemini. So, enjoy yourself. Try to 
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“JUST THINK, Joey, 
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Opening lead — king of spades. 

Sylvia had only the foggiest 

notion of what constituted a finesse 

when she started to play at the club. 

Of course, there were other areas of 

the game in which she was equally 

ignorant, to put it mildly, but that did 

not stop her from playing in the 

expert game. 
It would, of course, have made 

more sense for Sylvia to play with 

the less-competent players in the 

   

J IF WE WERE WEIGHTLESS, WE 
WOULDN'T HAVE To WEAR SHOES OR WIPE OUR FEET.” 

Sylvia Hits the Jackpot 

   
   

  

with the ace. Undaunted by this set- 

back, she next cashed all her trumps, 

retaining only the K-Q-6 of hearts in 

dummy. On the last trump lead, East, 

who at this point held the J-8-7 of 

hearts and jack of clubs, had to make 

a discard. 
He could not spare a heart, so he 

discarded the jack of clubs. Sylvia 

was not absolutely sure her nine was 

the high club, but she was sure 

enough to lead it next, and when it 

  

   

relax, and have a good time. You cer- 
tainly deserve it. Go out with a close 
friend and have a lot of fun. 
CANCER - June 22/July 22 
You become the center of atten- 
tion when you share good news 
with those closest to you early in 

|] the week, Cancer. Don’t be embar- 
rasseq, you deserve the spotlight. 
A loved one asks for advice. 

LEO - July 23/August 23 
Keep your opinions to yourself when 
talking with co-workers early in the 

: | 
lub. But, regrettably, she was driven _ held the trick, she wound up making : E 

8 ee ot eon the cae to eset the game by ‘five diamonds. Consciously _ or, week, Leo. bas Haran Sot appre 
§ GoD NENS Ss l t ‘ously. Sylvia had executed. | “late your point of view. Let them say 
> “16, YoUR PEIRS ©] playing with only the best players, unconsciously, oy. had | ited” | what they want, 

‘ oN 
8 one of the rarest plays in bridge —a ‘ WON'T KABNE To S| regardless of cost. ; VIR 

Q WORRY ABOUT 4] You can judge how Sylvia (South) _ transfer squeeze! .GO — Aug 24/Sept 22 
‘a = TE ESTATE: « 3 You're on pins and needles as you 

j THX 7 = wait for an important package this 
y 1 8 ayy G ET week. Don’t get yourself all worked 
8 Wa To TELL IT'S 8 .up over this. No matter what the 
z TINE To UPDATE 3 | outcome, you’re going to be okay, 

YoUR REGUNNE | 8 ta : LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23 Target         

    

Try to help close friends when they 

  

uses Mh one Sines WNILENI VK CERRTULINK, NET words in get into an argument early in the ae ee the main q ® week, Libra. It will take some effort 
body of 8 3 83 on your part to get these two talking 
oe gitag again, but you certainly are up to it. 
Century zZ sf ee SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22 
Dictionary a og So Don’t let your ego get the best of you 
(1999 5 ABO oe when you receive accolades this 

edition). 8 3 aes Saag week, Scorpio. You deserve the 
HOW many words of four ” 6° Ag a praise. But don’t let the attention go 
letters or more can you make 2 ad & 84 directly to your head. . 
from the letters shown here? In a 33 a a9 BS SAGITTARIUS — Noy 23/Dec 21 
making a word, each letter may BGs OR yg 2 7B You have quite a lot of work to do 
be used once only. Each must By — 2059" this week, Sagittarius, so don’t get contain the centre letter and 34 25 9 oR So : : 8 
there must be at least one a8 as 29h distracted by those around yeu. 

  

CRYPTIC PUZZLE | 
DOWN ACROSS 

A beginner in it, | take to table- 

turning (9) 

Given the odd tip, are providing 

drink (8) 

Not a strict disciplinarian in class (4) 

Raking less work in, isn’t flush (6) 

Potentially there's accommodation 

for many in the refuge (7) 

The inference is, it’s a discount (9) 

Faces up to and withdraws? (5,4) ~ 

Customary behaviour of a man with 

a bird (7) 

Travels by, as it happens (4,2) 

A stake would help (4) 

Jeers at “private residence” (8) 

Only after money and stuff (8) 

Restrain from turning to look (4) 

2 

3 

Learned it had got better (6,2) 
Having done something he shouldn't 
the boy is upset (6) 
The big one, child, is to accommo- 
date the horse (8) 
Call on, on finding a decrease in the 
numbers of (4,2) 

Not so bad you can't offer it 
around? (8) 

Makes it understood the gate's: to be 
repaired, furious (4,6) 

When I'd see staggering about, from - 
the sickness (7) 
Turning “The Globe’ first into a 
restaurant (6) 
As directed, | get off about 
a stone (7) 

Thanks for the toast (6) 
Mere suspicion, you find (5) 
Jaw that will drop when taken 
aback (3) 

nine-letter word. No plurals. 
TODAY'S TARGET 
Good 11; very good 18; 
excellent 26 (or more). 
Solution tomorrow. 

eee ot ee 
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mE - | 
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Oe 
2. 2 eo 

Per | 
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EE ; 

rT 

29 | rt ft tf 31 | Real (elle 

“a 

Tissue that 
carries water 
and nutrients 

in a flower 

  

lan Nepomniacntcni v stean 

Brynell, Corus Wijk C 2007. The 

white player is aged 16 and 

  

You need to stay focused if you 
hope to accomplish anything. Set 
your pwiorities, and work diligently. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
Don’t back down when an acquaintance 
challenges your authority. You are in con- 
tol of this situation and you know that 
you're doing the right thing. Your roman- 
tic interest calls it quits, but you’ll survive. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 ~. 
Be careful when a friend offers you 
an interesting opportunity this wéek, 
Aquarius. This person isn’t telling 
you everything that you need to 
know. Get all of the facts. 

PISCES — Feb 19/March 20. 
Don’t turn your back on a friend-who 
is in trouble early in the week. While 
you have a lot to do, this person 
really needs you. So take the time to 
help him or her. 

vee CHESS by Leonard Barden 

¥ 
5
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* 

Not gaing downhill to the building (6) The turn of speed gets applause (5) = a : | Russia’s best teenage talent, “ 

How the buoyant company was put Meaning it's non-domestic (6) though his name provides a °f 
on the market? (7) Bypassing a process in the making challenge to chess ee "s « 

As a party, how it's going with peo- of clothes (7,3) DOWN He looked sure to take first prize ef 

ple (9) : fra Speaking the line, as a prompt (3) 3 puking designer (9) Remaining true or at Corus C after a series of fine , 
Fas a Carries it off, with humour (7) 10 Foolish talk @) loyal (8) wins, but a final round defeat 

After blending, stir roughly in: it’s Is joking about making the flight Group of ae finger enabled his Polish rival to pass ¥e" 

ey et et) Sater (8) St ") Old soldiers (8) him. The teenager makes his . ® 
Going along with the provision of The roof's to be repaired — the LL - remember (6) Try very hard (6) moves fast, blitzing his < 
identificati housetop — it's old, indeed (8) me Latent, inoperative (7) Boiled sweet (4,4) opponents as his attacking ‘ tification (7) bis : Wild plants (10) : . A Fearing I'd be out in the garden, N Lucky te) Draw't instincts put him en route to the < good address (6) ing (8 Unwilling (9) raw towards (7) : : ; <h * Se / working (8) = Paying guests (7) Kats opposing king. Today's position : 
What's getting the dog excited - a The oil ran out and made a. Walk softly (6) ae (7) is on the theme that bishops of threatens both Rxc7 and Qxc4. But m4 

eee) 8 Mess ob (7) a Rescue d) Irregular (6) opposite colour (WB on dark it took just two turns for White to y! 
|, having seen unleashing the dog in, Telling the dope to get into bed (6) et A gl eee Ambition (5) Ei squares, BB on light), which are demonstrate the opposite ae s 7 
become anxious (8) en when the four escape Lu ha 0 ‘A ea e (3) a strong drawing coer in ne es oe resignation. What . . 

Kept talking, to disconc : ne Hangs in the air (6) endgame, aid the attacking side ? 
fellow (7 A sh eae he abnounrcements ae Lotion for men (10) in the middle game. Here at first ‘° : 

ee Slim (7) rake un glance Black's position is not vy 
YESTERDAY'S CRYPTIC SOLUTIONS YESTERDAY'S EASY SOLUTIONS Religious building (9) aneitap (8) bad, as material is level and he LEONARD BARDEN r 

Old ia Ninepins +" 

ACROSS: 1, Glass 6, Match 9, WI- ACROSS: 1, Shame 6, Count 9, ee 7 Ne Fidgely Bl (7) « 
shful 10, Asp-ic 11, S-pasm 12, D- Angular 10, Scald 11, Range 12, ie: slals ahbelig : dil SE *. i rich (6) Move unsteadily, 

: 
arts 13, Wipe out 15, Pod 17, Hell Total 13, Discern 15, Ate 17, Acne Object of worship (4) wobble (6) : vy ‘ 18, Creamy 19, Sells(cells) 20, T.- 18, Merged 19, Carol 20, Eluded 22, Pistol type (8) e Summer, , Hanks 22, Puc-E 24, Eat 25, Du-lla- Else 24, Dot 25, Contend 26, Altar Indirect costs (9) say (6) ™ . 

ine Ones ete Coe Make beloved (6) Chess solution 8367: 1 Rd6 Qxc4 2 e6! Resigns. If 
en , Order 31, Y-E-am Teems 31, Aster ite can mate by the crude 3 Qe7+ or the DOWN: 2, Lass--e 3, Swivet 4, Sic DOWN: 2, Hectic 3, Malice 4, End 5, one y o 
5, Wheat 6, Must-ers 7, Alps 8, Cust- Huron 6, Caramel 7, Oral 8, Negate Sedan : 
OM 12,D-UK-es 13, White 14, Pleat 12, Tread 13, Dated 14, Snout 15, ? 
15, Padua 16, Dy-fed 18, CL-out 19, Agile 16, Edged 18, Motor 19, o 
Skipper 21, Ha-TT-er 22, Please 23, Cellars 21, Locate 22, Ethics 23, ‘ 
Crater 25, Dante 26, Sale 28, Fly Snooze 25, Cache 26, Adam 28, Via -  



 
 

            
                                     
    

Variable 
clouds, 

a 
t- 

Mainly 
cloudy 

with 
a 

Mostly 
cloudy, 

t- 
Mostly 

cloudy 
with 

a 
Times 

of 
clouds 

and 
Periods 

of 
sun, 

a 
storm 

or 
two. 

t-storm 
or 

two. 
storms; breezy. 

t-storm 
or 

two. 
sun. 

\ 
shower 

possible. 
—_ 

High: 
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Internal or 
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suitability’ of 

a Business 
Continuity Plan | 
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nature, and the Bahamas sit- 
ting squarely in the middle of 
the storm zone, Ms Rolle said 
the ability of licencees tu pro- 
vide key services in the after- 
math of a major disaster was 
“not an option or a luxury, it’s 
an absolute requirement” for 
maintaining public confidence 
in the integrity of the Bahami- 
an financial system and avoid- 
ing systemic risk. 

Business Continuity Plan- 
ning was not just an issue for 
individual licencees, “but the 
reputation of this jurisdiction 
as well”, given that eight of the 
world’s largest 10 financial 
institutions had established 
operations in the Bahamas. Ms 
Rolle added that Business 
Continuity should rank along- 
side all the other risks that 
financial institutions sought to 
manage on a daily basis, such 
as liquidity risk, market risk, 
credit risk and interest rate 
risk, being one of the top issues 
considered under the opera- 
tional risk heading. 
Where Bahamas-based bank 

and trust company licencees 
were branches of a foreign 

company, the firm’s head office 
Business Continuity Plan 
would be*adequate for it, pro- 

vided its provisions were in line 
with the Central Bank’s own 
guidelines on Business Conti- 
nuity. 
Where a bank and trust 

company licencee was a sub- 
sidiary of a foreign institution, 
subject to consolidated super- 
vision, again the head office 
plan was adequate if it was in’ 
line with the Central Bank 
guidelines. 

Testing 

Testing a Business Continu- 
ity Plan, to assess whether an 

institution could recover criti- 
cal services and data in the 
event of a disaster,,was vital, 
Ms Rolle said, because “having 
an inadequate Business Conti- 
nuity Plan is probably as bad as 
not having one at all”. Those 
testing it needed to be the 
team that would operate the 
Business Continuity Plan in the 
event of a major disaster. 

The Central Bank would 
review the Business Continuity 
Plan in its on-site examinations 
of licencees, Ms Rolle said, and 
that ultimate responsibility for 
it lay with the licencee’s 

management and Board. 
If Bahamas-based banks and 

trust companies selected their 
primary disaster recovery site 
as a foreign country, Ms Rolle 
warned them to ensure that 
the operations of their 
Bahamian staff did not breach 
local laws in those nations. 

“The Central Bank must be 
in position to continue regula- 
tion and supervision of tem- 

-porarily relocated firms out- 
side the Bahamas,” she added. 
All agency agreements that 
Bahamian banks entered into 
with third parties, which might 
require the disclosure of infor- 
mation, had to be approved by 
the Central Bank first. 

“Based on the feedback the 
Central Bank has received 
from the industry, Business 
Continuity Planning is not a 
new concept for licencees. It 
may be a case of ensuring Busi- 
ness Continuity Plans are 
appropriately aligned with the 
guidelines and the Central 
Bank has given approval to the 
plan,” Ms Rolle said. 

“The costs of not preparing 
for operational disasters and 
disruptions could be far-reach- 
ing. It is often said that a busi- 
ness that does not plan, plans 
to fail.” 
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