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corm of contracts’ revealed 
FNM says PLP 
awarded huge 
contracts just 
before election» 
@ By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

. PLP government contracts 
“to the tune of $80 million” 
were awarded to contractors “a 
few months ago and days lead- 
ing up to the election,” the 
FNM revealed yesterday. 

This included one contract 
worth $3.1 million to build a 
new school in Selina Point on 
Acklins Island which would 
provide schooling for only 37 
children — a cost equivalent t 
$80,000 per child. : 

“Not that they (the children) 
do not deserve a'state of the art 
school — but I guarantee you 
can build one for far less than - 
3.1 million,” said FNM vice 

chairman and senator Johnley 
Ferguson. 

Mr Ferguson was speaking at a 
conference called to respond to 
statements made by PLP chair- 
man Raynard Rigby about the 
F'NM’s decision to put on hold 
the construction of the straw mar- 
ket building since taking power. 

On Sunday, Mr Rigby 
described the decision as “an 
act of betrayal and the grossest 
of witch-hunting by the FNM.” 

He said that it gave a clear 
indication that the government 
did not intend to honour the 
agreements and contracts 
entered into by the previous 
administration, and declared that 
the government owed the public 
an explanation for their actions. 

To this, the party vice-chair- 
man responded that the PLP is 
continuing in a “vein of mis- 
leading the Bahamian public 

‘ and investors” about “the posi- 
tion of this government and the 
Way it’s moving forward.” 

Describing Mr Rigby’s state- 
ment as “misleading", Mr Fergu- 
son claimed that the government 
has not stopped construction, but 
merely suspended it in lieu of a 
review of the $21.1 million con- 
tract awarded in February. 

Furthermore, he pointed out 
that the PLP also cancelled sevy- 
eral contracts the FNM had put 
in place months prior to the 
2002 general eleciton. 
These included roads in 

South Andros and a clinic in 
Abaco, he said. 

A contract for an airport ter- 
minal building in Mayaguana 
was also put on hold, only to be 
later returned to the original 
contractor. 

"To date that terminal build- 
ing has been given to I Group 
(the Mayaguana development 
company) as their office and to 
date the people are still out in 
the old building that was there,” 
he added. 

The party has expressed con- 
cern as to how the Straw market 
project, originally valued at $17 
million, ultimately culminated 
in the awarding of a contract 
worth over $4 million more. 

SEE page nine 
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@ WORK being done on the House and the Senate in preparation for the opening ceremony on 
Wednesday 

(Photo: Tim Clarke/Tribune staff) 

Christie ‘led 
the way’ on 
race card, 

claims FNM 
@ By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

FORMER prime minister Per- 
ry Christie "led the way in play- 
ing the race card" in the 2007 
election, FNM vice chairman 
Johnley Ferguson said yesterday. 

During an internet chat on 
Sunday PLP leader Perry 
Christie reflected on his party's 
loss and claimed that they had 
been "the victim of propaganda 
when it comes to the issue of 
us playing the race card." 

He said he believed race was 
used by the FNM in the run up 
to the election "in the most 
wicked fashion" to shore up 
white Bahamian's support for 
the FNM. 

SEE page nine 

PLP ‘Thank 
You’ rally is 
postponed 
to Saturday 

@ By PAUL TURNQUEST 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

THE Progressive Liberal Par- 
ty has postponed its planned 
rally at the Queen Elizabeth 
Sports Centre until Saturday, 
The Tribune has learned. 

The postponement of the ral- 
ly, which was scheduled to take 
place tonight, resulted from the 
party not getting permission in 
time from the newly appointed 
FNM government to house the 
“Thank You” celebration at the 
site, former PLP campaign gen- 
eral Philip Galanis said yester- 
day. 

Having received permission 
late yesterday afternoon, Mr 
Galanis said that the PLP will 

SEE page nine 

Contesting 
seats may 

cost PLP up 
to $1m 

@ By RUPERT MISSICK Jr 
Chief Reporter 

THE PLP may have to spend 
nearly $1 million contesting the 
results of five seats in election 
court, it was revealed yesterday. 

This will be the case, as the 
party is considering presenting 
the greatest number of con- 
stituencies to election court in 
the country’s history. 

Senior PLP strategist Valen- 
tine Grimes told The Tribune 
that the PLP’s legal team will 

be headed by MP Cat Island, 

Rum Cay and San Salvador, 
Philip “Brave” Davis and is 
expected to consist of lawyers 
Wayne Munroe, Neville Adder- 
ley and Gregory Moss. 

SEE page nine 
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PLP ‘may 
make legal. 
challenge’ 
over seats 
in Senate 

@ By BRENT DEAN 

A SERIOUS legal challenge 
may ensue if PLPs are not 
named to fill the three remain- 
ing senate appointments by the 
prime minister, a senior PLP . 
has told The Tribune. 

The Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, Perry Christie, has named - 
the four senators the official 
opposition is automatically enti- 
tled to. However, resulting from 
the close outcome of the elec- 
tion, Prime Minister Ingraham 
may be compelled to name 
three candidates of the PLP’s 
choosing to the Upper Cham- 
ber, bringing the opposition’s 
number of senators to seven. 
Former Attorney General 

Allyson Maynard-Gibson leads 
the list of appointments, along 
with, businessman, Jerome 
Fitzgerald — who is making his 
first foray into active politics— 
attorney and defeated candi- 
date for Seabreeze, Hope Stra- 
chan; and former Marco City 

« MP, Pleasant Bridgewater. 

SEE page nine 

BEC start 
investigation 
into oil spill 
@ By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

ALMOST a week after it was 
brought to the attention of the 

Port Authority and The Tri- 
bune, BEC officials claim to 

have started an investigation 

into the source of an oil slick 
that is blighting the coastline in 
front of its plant. 

However, this action is mere- 
ly to determine the source of 
the spill, said BEC deputy gen- 
eral manager Anthony Forbes 
yesterday. No attempt to con-- 
tain it has yet been made. Mr 
Forbes claims he was only made 
aware of the problem when he 
saw Monday's Tribune. 

Photographs printed in Mon- 

day's Tribune revealed that a 

significant amount of oil has col- 

lected on the surface of the 

SEE page nine 
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After one-term defeat, what’s | 

the way forward for the PLP? 
As: the dust settles from the 

2007 election both national 
political parties will no doubt be 
assessing their standing in the country 
and the challenges facing them — 
external and internal. 

The Free National Movement is, 

of course, in the better position. Hav- 

ing won the election, the primary 

objective of Prime Minister Hubert 
Ingraham and his colleagues is now to 
govern well, even though they will 
be taking a good look at their per- 
formance, especially in some con- 
stituencies they expected to win but 
did not. 

Opposition leader Perry Christie 
and his colleagues must not only 
mount an effective opposition in par- 
liament but they also face the daunt- 
ing task of examining why they lost 
the election and became the first one- 
term government in Bahamian his- 
tory and, more importantly, what to 
do about it. 

Political parties are notoriously 
prone to over-confidence in an elec- 
tion and perhaps they cannot be oth- 
erwise, or at least cannot appear to 
be. That is not so bad because to look 
like losers even in the face of immi- 
nent defeat is to invite annihilation. 

What is far more dangerous is the 
failure to face up to the reasons for 
defeat and to take corrective mea- 
sures. 

Pe leaders are having great 
difficulty coming to terms 

with the fact that they lost the elec- 
tion in the first place and if they do 
not get past that hurdle they are not 
likely to be honest with themselves in 
answering the painful questions. 

According to Mr Christie, the FNM, 
does not have the “moral authority” to 
govern, presumably because of the slim 
margin of the popular vote. That makes 
no sense at all and Mr Christie should 
know it. If the FNM does not have the 
authority to govern, who does? 

The electoral system in The Bahamas 
is basically the same as in Britain and in 

-> most Commonwealth parliamentary 
~democracies. It is configured on con- 

"~ lstituencies and not on a national popu- 
‘lar vote. 

It is therefore possible for a party to 
win the majority of seats in parliament 
with a minority of the popular vote. A 
government elected in this fashion 
would have no less constitutional and 
moral authority to govern. 

As Mr Ingraham has already pointed 
out, it has been some years since a 
British government was elected with as 

  

  
much as SO per cent of the popular vote. 

Roughly the same system is in effect 
in presidential elections in the United 
States. It is on the basis of states won 
and the electoral votes assigned to them 
rather than a national popular vote. The 
whole world knows that George W Bush 
got fewer votes than Al Gore in 2002 
but still became President. 

Mr Christie and his party do a disser- 
vice to the Bahamian people and espe- 
cially young Bahamians whom he should 
be educating about our system of gov- 
ernment instead of trying to misinform 
them just to save face for his party. 

M: Christie and his colleagues 
have also made statements 

that seem to suggest that the FNM won 
because it had more money, some from 
the so-called white knights and some 
from unnamed special interests. 

The claim that the FNM has always 
had easy access to money and has 

  

Whoever the next PLP leader turns 
out to be, he or she will have to do 
what Perry Christie dismally failed to 
do, and that is to rid the party of some 
persistent bad attitudes and habits. 
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always out-spent the PLP is simply 
‘ not true. In most of the elections 
since 1967, the PLP has had no short- 

age of money. 
The owners of the Grand Bahama 

Port Authority, beginning with Wal- 
lace Groves, have contributed liber- 
ally to the PLP ever since 1968. They 
have also contributed generously to 
high-ranking individuals in the PLP 
and some of the money donated to 
the party found its way into private 
bank accounts. 

Furthermore, in later years the 
PLP was well-funded by new PLP 
millionaires as well as a succession of 
foreigners wanting to do business in 
The Bahamas, not all of them exact- 
ly desirable. 

Some in the latter category were 
not so much interested in fostering 
the democratic process in The 
Bahamas. They were clearly intent 
on buying the favour of the PLP in 

government. 
The most notorious case of this kind 

was that of Mohamnad Harajchi who 
made perhaps the biggest contribution 
to any Bahamian political party from a 
single source. Mr Harajchi said it was 
-$10 million but Mr Christie suggested 

- that it was nearer $3 million. 
In any event, the man who is now 

complaining about how much money 
the FNM got and from whom saw noth- 
ing wrong with accepting such a large 
contribution from a foreigner who had a 
specific objective in mind, and a dubious 
one at that. 

The man who after five years in pow- 
er is now talking about campaign finance 
reform, that same man when pressed 
about the Harajchi affair had a very 
revealing response. Said Mr Christie: 
“So what!” 

Incidentally, a prominent Bahamian 
cleric who had a lot to say about 
“reports” of FNM expenditure in a pre- 
vious election had few if any pro- 
nouncements to make about the clearly 
scandalous Harajchi affair. 

E takes a lot of money to run 
elections in The Bahamas, and 

a party or a candidate can lose for lack 
of sufficient funds to mount a credible 
campaign and to maintain an effec- 
tive organisation on the ground. But 
no election has been lost or won pri- 
marily because of money:since the 
1950s. 

The PLP was defeated in the last elec- 
tion simply because it lost favour with 
the Bahamian electorate, and it lost 
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PLP leaders are having great 
difficulty coming to terms with the 
fact that they lost the election in the 
first place and if they do not get past 
that hurdle they are not likely to be 
honest with themselves in answering 
the painful questions. 

  

favour for a number of reasons, one 

being a failure of leadership. 
This had its roots in the past when 

Sir Lynden Pindling decided to sup- 
port Perry Christie for leadership of 
the party over Bernard Nottage. A 
majority of the hierarchy of the party 
did not think Mr Christie could cut it, 
but Sir Lynden liked Mr Christie and 
apparently had ideas about control- 
ling him. 

So he got the rank-and-file of his par- 
ty to support Mr Christie in a rancorous 
campaign that led to Dr Nottage’s 
departure from the party. The hierarchy 
was right about Mr Christie. 

Now, despite the usual noises about 
confidence and loyalty, the PLP would 
be very shortsighted if it allowed Mr 
Christie to stay on and to lead it into the 
next election. He is incapable of carrying 
out the reforms the party so desperate- 
ly needs. 

The problem is that some of those 
who were previously seen as potential 
successors to Mr Christie have been 
badly tarnished. The once promising Dr 
Nottage is regarded as an opportunist by 
some PLPs who believe he only went 
back to the party because of personal 
ambition. 

Others who were regarded as future 
leaders in 2002 have lost considerable 
lustre. Obie Wilchcombe, who main- 
tained a pretty good image for most of 
the PLP’s five years in office, revealed 
some disturbing traits in recent months 
and stunned the country with his 
response to allegations of vote-buying in 
his constituency. 

Fred Mitchell, a former favourite with 
many PLPs and others as well, was a 
big loser as he developed an image of 
arrogance and intolerance of criticism. 
Some of the pronouncements on his, : 
website, Bahamas Uncensored, since 
the election have been vicious, Tacist 
and abusive. 
Whoever the next PLP leader turns 

out to be, he or she will have to do what 
Perry Christie dismally failed to do, and 
that is to rid the party of some persistent 
bad attitudes and habits. 

He will have to subscribe to the new 
political culture in which victimisation, 
unfair practices and an attitude of enti- 
tlement have no place. He will have to 
convince the Bahamian people of a gen- 
‘uine commitment to democracy and 
fair-play and a renounce claims to spe- 
cial privileges. That will be a tall order 
for the PLP. 

sirarthurfoulkes@hotmail.com 
www.bahamapundit.typepad.org 
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In brief 

Man appears 
in court 
on murder 

| charge 

A 20-year-old Saffron Street 
man was arraigned in Magis- 
trate’s Court yesterday on a 
murder charge. 
Tyson Deveaux was 

arraigned before Magistrate 
Susan Sylvester at court 11 in 
Nassau Street and charged with 
the murder of Corrie Bethel. 

It is alleged that Deveaux 
intentionally and unlawfully 
caused the death of Bethel on 
Thursday, May 10. 

Deveaux was not required to 
enter a plea to the murder 
charge. 

He was also arraigned on a 
charge of causing harm. It/is 
alleged that on Wednesday, 
May 16, he unlawfully caused 
harm to Detective Inspector 
Christopher Wright. 

It is also alleged that on that 
same day, he caused harm to 
Detective Sergeant 1239 May- 
cock. 

It is further alleged that on 
Wednesday, May 16, while at 
the CDU office on Thompson 
Boulevard, Deveaux behaved 
in a disorderly manner. 

He pleaded not guilty to 
these charges. 

The case was adjourned to 
September 14. 

Venezuela 

completes 
telecoms 
takeover 

@ VENEZUELA 
Caracas 

PRESIDENT Hugo Chavez’s 
government assumed opera- 
tional control of the Venezue- 
la’s largest telecommunications 

company on Monday, complet- 
ing its nationalisation by 
appointing a new board of 
directors, according to Associ- 
ated Press. 
Telecommunications Minis- 

ter Jesse Chacon said the 
takeover of CA Nacional Tele- 
fonos de Venezuela is part of a 
march toward a “new socialist 
state.” Electric companies and 
oil fields also have been affect- 
ed by the nationalisation drive. 

The government said earlier 
this month that it had raised its ~ 
ownership stake in CANTV to 
86.2 per cent, in part by paying 
US$572 million to New York- 
based Verizon Communications 
for its 28.5 per cent stake. 
CANTYV said the government 

appointed Socorro Hernandez, 
who has worked in Venezuela’s 
oil industry, as president of 
CANTV’s new board on Mon- 
day. Other board members 
include representatives of work- 
ers as well as various govern- 
ment ministries. 
‘CANTY, which had been pri- 

vatized in 1991, has nearly 
13,000 employees and provides 
phone service to 3.2 million 
fixed-line customers as well as 
6.7 million cellular customers 
through its affiliate Movilnet. 
The company also provides 
Internet service. 
Chacon predicted that 

“Venezuelans are going to feel 
an increase in quality, an 

increase in coverage." 
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Oln brief 
Foulkes to 

meet Port of | 

Palm Beach 

officials 

  

@ DION Foulkes 

MINISTER of Maritime 
Affairs and Labour Dion 
Foulkes will meet with the 
chairman and other officials 
of the Port of Palm Beach 
District today. 

The meeting will take 
place at the Ministry of Mar- 
itime Affairs and Labour in 
the Post Office Building on 
East Hill Street. 

Mr Foulkes will meet with 
Wayne Richards, chairman 
of the Board of Commis- 
sioners; Edward Oppel the 
commissioner; Lisa Baer, 
executive port director; and 
Jarra Kaczwara, director of 
business development, pub- 
lic and community relations. 

Ports are included in Sen- 
ator Foulkes’ portfolio, and 
he will discuss ways to 
enhance co-operation and 
trade links between the 
Bahamas and the Port of 
Palm Beach. 

The meeting is the first in 
a series Mr Foulkes plans to 

. have with port officials in 
’- various jurisdictions. 

The meetings are intended 
to deepen and expand 
marine transportation capa- 
bilities between the Bahamas 
and other countries. 

Man faces 
attempted 
-murder 
charge 

A 20-YEAR-OLD Sun- 
light Village man was 
arraigned in Magistrate’s 
Court yesterday charged with 
attempted murder. 

It.was alleged that on 
Tuesday, May 15, Darvy St 
Louis, alias Darvy Lewis, 
attempted to cause the death 
of Daniel Symonette. 

St Louis, who was 
arraigned before Magistrate 
Guillemena Archer, was not 
required to enter a plea to 
the charge. 

Bail for St Louis was 
objected to, the prosecution 
saying that it is still trying to 
determine whether he has a 
record. 

Attorney Eliezer Regnier 
told the court that his client 
had no previous convictions. 

He also told the court that 
his client had been severely 
brutalised by police officers. 

The matter was adjourned 
to Wednesday for a bail hear- 
ing and the case was 
adjourned to September 18. 

West Bay St + Cable Beach 

Father’s anger at 
_ police handling 

of son’s death 
B By BRENT DEAN 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

THE behaviour of the police 
has again been questioned 
regarding the investigation into 
the death of Jay Damianos. 

The body of Mr Damianos, 

22-years-old at the time of his 
death, was found next to an 

apartment on Paradise Island 
on December 17 of last year. 

Yet after five months, police 
have still not determined if he 
died accidentally, or was mur- 
dered. Rather, his death 
remains classified — without fur- 
ther update by police — as mere- 
ly “suspicious”. 

In an open letter to The Tri- 
bune empathising with 
Bernadette Christie, who is frus- 

trated with police handling of 
a shooting at her home, promi- 
nent realtor, George Damianos, 

father of the deceased, 

expressed displeasure with the 
manner in which his son’s death 
has been handled. ~ 

“Despite conclusive medical 
evidence, the police have still 

not classified my son’s death as 
a homicide. The so-called . 
‘investigation’ has been stag- 
nant for months, and I cannot 

even get the police to return my . 
phone calls,” he said. 
George Damianos’ public 

declaration that his son was 
murdered follows a statement 
by the brother of the deceased, 
Nick Damianos, last February. 

“The autopsy report clearly 

  
B® GEORGE Damianos 

reveals that the cause of death 
was asphyxiation caused. by 
strangulation. This has been 
unequivocally confirmed by sev- 
eral medical experts in the 
Bahamas and the United 
States,” he said. 

If medical experts have con- 
~ cluded that Jay Damianos was 
murdered, as his family has pub- 
licly declared, serious questions 
arise as to why the police have 
not ruled his death a homicide, 
sources indicate. 

e 

The Tribune has learned that 
suspicious deaths are handled 
differently than homicides. 

With homicides, more senior 

investigators handle the case, 
with more oversight from supe- 
riors, compared to deaths that 

are regarded as merely “suspi- 
cious”. 

No response from police offi- 
cials on the claim that medical 
authorities have ruled the mat- 
ter a murder — while they have 
not — may suggest that investi- 
gators have not given the death 
serious enough consideration, 
friends of the family say. 

Senior Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Police, Ellison 
Greenslade, pledged to get in 
contact with Mr Damianos 
when the letter and the fami- 
ly’s concerns were pointed out 
to him by:The Tribune. | 

Mr Greenslade, who has 

recently taken over the crime 
portfolio, said that he was not 
able to comment specifically on 
the matter at as he had not yet 
been briefed on it, but along 
with contacting Mr Damianos, 
he pledged to review the file 
and answer any questions sur- 
rounding the matter. 

Jay Damianos was last seen 
by friends on the night of 
December 17 after leaving the 
Atlantis Resort at around 
1.30am. He was supposed to 
meet up with the same group 
downtown, but he ‘never 

showed, and was found dead 
hours later. 

Three remain in custody after 
attempted escape from centre 
THREE girls are still in 

police custody today following 
their failed escape attempt from 
the Willie Mae Pratt centre for 
girls. 

The three girls broke out of 
the centre at around 1pm on 
Saturday, reportedly causing 
some damage to the property 
during their escape. 
However, the girls were only 

free for an hour before officers 
from the Elizabeth Estates 
police station were able to 
apprehend the escapees. 

Up until press time last night 
the girls were still being held at 

the police station while investiga- 
tions into the matter continued. 

The Ministry of Health and 
Social Development yesterday 
confirmed the incident and said 

that the investigation will deter- 
mine the circumstances sur- 
rounding the break-out. 

This escape by three residents 
of the Willie Mae Pratt Centre 
comes just days after reports 
that one resident of the facility 
had injured herself. 

Although the incident was 
first classified as an attempted 
suicide, Minister of State for 

Social Development Loretta 

Butler-Tuiner said that there 
was not yet sufficient evidence 
to prove this claim. 

Mrs Butler-Turner said that 
_the 14-year-old girl was still 
being treated at Princess Mar- 
garet Hospital. 

A week prior to this incident, 
staff members at the Willie Mae 
Pratt Centre staged a “mini- 
walk-out” in protest of what they 
described as “dangerous work- 
ing conditions” at the facility. 

Some employees claimed that 
they were being threatened and 
in some cases even assaulted by 
the girls. 

Hoax email circulates false 
rumours of Atlantis restaurant 

A HOAX e-mail has been 
circulated around Nassau incor- 
rectly stating that an underwa- 
ter restaurant has been opened 
at Atlantis resort, The Tribune 
has learned. 

A Businesswire story released 
by the Hilton Maldives Resort 
& Spa in Rangalifinolhu, Mal- 
dives seems to have been mis- 
chievously altered and circulat- 
ed via e-mail on Sunday by a 
prankster. 

Several callers yesterday said 
that they had received this 

altered press release and its con- 
tents were also carried in yes- 
terday’s Tribune in a story enti- 
tled “Unique restaurant opens 
at Atlantis”. 

The release stated that the 
restaurant was located at 
Atlantis Cove Resort and Spa 
but is actually the Ithaa at the 
Hilton Maldives Resort. 

Carsten Schieck, refereed to 

in the release as general man- 
ager of the Cove Resort and 
Spa, is actually general manag- 
er of Hilton Maldives Resort & 

Café Johnny Canoe will no longer be serving 

breakfast as 
P.O, Bax CB-VIL7O 

2007. 

Massau + Bahansas 

s of Wednesday the 23° of May, 

We will continue to serve lunch and dinner from 

11:30 a.m, to 11:00 p.m. Sunday to Thursday and 

11:30 a.m. to midnight on Friday and Saturday. 

(242) 327.3373 

We are sorry for any inconvenience. 

(242) 327.1408 

Ernail: jcanoe@coratwayve.com Be 

~The Management of Café Tohnry Canoe - 

  

Spa. 
While the other facts of the 

story are correct, no hotel in the 
Bahamas actually has such a 
restaurant and the Maldives is 
the home of the first ever all- 

glass undersea restaurant. 
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OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE 

Established in 1956 by an old Bahamian family 
Parliament Street (near Bay St.) Tel: 322-8393 or 328-7157 

° Fax: 326-9953 

Bay Street (next to Athena Café) Tel: 323-8240 
Crystal Court at Atlantis, Paradise Island Tel: 363-4161/2 

Harbour Green Shops at Lyford Cay 
(next to Lyford Cay Real Estate) Tel: 362-5235 

e-mail: www.colesofnassau.com ¢ P.O. Box N-121 
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Treatment Journey to Skincare Wellness 

Product Profile Pevonia Botanica 

RED-LANE SPA 
Would Like To Thank You For Your Patronage 

Our Mother’s Day Was A Huge Success. 

But Don’t Forget, Fathers Day Is Just Around the Corner, 

We Are Now Accepting Appointments. 

We Invite You To Book Early, To Avoid Disappointment! 

We Have Just Launched Our Red Lane Spa Membership Club. 

Join Now , 

3-Months, 6-Months & 12- Months Membastips Available 

Apply Now 

To Receive 10% off Face & Body Treatments 

All Year Round 

We also provide Manicures, Pedicures, Bridal Makeup 

At Our Full Service 

Unisex Hair Salon & Day Spa, located, Cable Beach 

.Open 8-00am till 10-00pm 7 days a week . 

Pamper Your Farther , He Deserves It 

For more information call Aketa Smith, at 327-6400 ext 6224 or contact us @ 

aksmith@srb.sandals.com 

Gift certificates are perfect for any occasion. Available now 

2007 
Vor! 

15% off all 
Prom Fabrics 

e Striking Special Occasion Fabrics 
¢ Beaded Sequined Fabrics 
e |ridescent Taffeta 

e Two Tone Shantung 

Lamour - new low prices $11.99 
60” Pongee and Lining now $2.99 yd. 

0) off Prom Accessories 
when purchased same day as fabric / 

j 

e Rhinestone Chokers & Earrings 
° Tiaras 
e Evening Purses 

¢ Gloves 

e Capes 

Fabrics, Cra 7 A Inspiration 
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Perry Christie and the race issue 
THERE HE goes ducking reality again! 
Former prime minister Perry Christie when 

confronted with the uncomfortable question of 
why his party played the divisive race card 
during the recent election, deflected the ques- 
tion, assumed an injured air and claimed that 

rather than being the perpetrators of racism, 
he and his party were in fact the victims. 

Well, Mr Christie, you could certainly have 
fooled us — indeed the whole nation. The 
shroud of racism hung over your election cam- 
paign like Caesar’s ghost. It insinuated itself 
into every possible crevice, whether by out- 
right accusations, by innuendo or by the par- 
ty’s historically loaded slogan: “No turning 
back.” Every Bahamian knows what that 
refers to, especially after Fred Mitchell’s lec- 
ture in March to high school students about 
not forgetting their slave roots, and the impor- 
tance of using their hard won right to vote in 
the right way. 

Speaking on a talk show five days ice Sir 
Arthur Foulkes told his listeners that race was 
not a legitimate issue and should not be 
exploited during an election. 

Sir Arthur was satisfied that the race card 
was being played to the hilt in this election — 
and by the PLP. 

“If you make a reference to the UBP, if 
one politician makes a reference to the UBP 
and accuses the FNM of wanting to go back to 
the old days and to sellout and then another 
politician at a meeting, say in Fox Hill, brings 
up the race thing it connects pretty neatly (to 
the race issue) I think. 
“We should teach our children, our young 

_ people about our history, including the histo- __ 
ry of slavery and race. I am all for that. But I 
do not believe that race is a legitimate issue in 
this election nor for many elections gone. It is 
not an issue,” said Sir Arthur in an obvious ref- 

erence to Mr Mitchell’s slavery talk of a few 
days earlier. 

In an internet chat on the PLP’s website on 
Sunday, a caller who identified himself as a 

white Bahamian, told how uncomfortable he 

felt at PLP rallies because of the racial over- 
tones. “I was made to feel at times, watching 
and listening to the various rallies that I was 
not really wanted,” he said. 

During the election a long time resident 
told us how much she enjoyed going to FNM 
rallies. “It’s like one big family,” she said, “I 
feel so safe.” Having no party affiliation, she 
wanted to hear the issues from the governing 
party and so she ventured out to a PLP rally. 
There was hostility to her presence. The 
speeches were racially bitter. She did not feel 
safe. She concluded that the two parties 

attracted a different type of Bahamian. Instead 
of being one people they were polls apart. A 
tragedy for such a small nation. 

Mr Christie said he believed that race was 
used in “the most wicked fashion.” Not by 
his party, of course. 

“We knew very early on during the cam- 
paign that the FNM was prepared to use the 
race card against our party at every opportu- 
nity,” Mr Christie said. “They found it conve- 
nient to do so whenever we were critical of 
their deputy leader, Brent Symonette. 

“I was specific in my explanation to the 
Bahamian public that our criticism of Mr 
Symonette had absolutely nothing to do with 
the colour of his skin, but with the ethical 
lapse he had made during his time in ‘govern- 
ment,” said Mr Christie. 

Oh, come now, Mr Christie. If this were so, 

then why all the reference to the UBP, to Mr 

Symonette’s father, to “going back”, all the 
talk about the days of slavery. As old Abe 
would say, “You may fool all of the people 
some of the time; you can even fool some of 
the people all of the time; but you can’t fool all 
of the people all of the time.” 

Mr Christie obviously does not appreciate 
how much damage the former website of Fred 
Mitchell has done to his party — particularly 
during this election. Although there is a dis- 
claimer at the top of the website that “this 
site does not represent the views of Fred 
Mitchell, the Government of the Bahamas, 
the PLP or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs” no 
one believes it. They still regard it as the reflec- 
tion of Fred Mitchell’s views in particular and 
the former PLP government in general. There 
are even PLPs who believe that Mr Mitchell is 
still the moving spirit behind it. 

And this is what their website had to say 
about Brent Symonette’s appointment as 
deputy prime minister and minister of foreign 
affairs: “This is an absolute insult to the 
Bahamian people. The people of the world 
will now think that Brent Symonette repre- 
sents what is Bahamian. We must quickly dis- 
associate ourselves from this mistake.” 

No one complained when Fred Mitchell 
represented the Bahamas. And yet foreigners 
would be wrong if they believed that Mr 
Mitchell’s face told the whole story of who 
and what is Bahamian, especially when 
Bahamians come in so many racial mixes. 
Regardless of the mix they are all equally 
Bahamian, even, in some cases, more Bahami- 
an than Mr Mitchell. 

It would indeed be refreshing if one day Mr 
Christie would look reality in the face and 
come to terms with it.   

Mon. Oct. 16 - Sat. Oct. 28 

All Clothing 

* 50% off 
Selected Fabric & Shoes 

® 20% off 
Infant Furniture & Potties 

No Sale on Net Items. 

THE 

SHO 
Giving You the Best Prices for Over 70 Years 

Collins Ave and Fifth Terrace Tel: 326-6859 » 9am-6pm Mon-Sat 

politics must 
be separated | 
EDITOR, The Tribune 

I WRITE in response to your 
May 15, 2007 editorial entitled 
“Did the PLP court the church 
for votes?” 

One paragraph therein con- 
vinced me more than anything 
else that Bahamians must put 
beyond doubt that religion has 
no place in government. 

The citizens of Turkey are 
right to insist, by the millions, 
on a strictly secular society. 

You quoted one Bishop Neil 
Ellis as saying: “Do you know 
what could happen in this coun- 
try (the Bahamas) if the Bishop 
who has the largest congrega- 
tion (meaning himself) has the 
prime minister of the country 
hooked up to him? Imagine 
what could happen if the church 
had a say in the prime minis- 
ter’s office?” 

It is too frightening to con- 
template. Wholesale victimisa- 
tion and intimidation “in the 
name of Jesus” of persons 
whose views do not conform to 
that of the church (whatever 
that is), would become the 
order of the day. 

Neutrality in governance 
would be no more. It would be 
the Inquisition days all over 
again; a return to the “the Earth 
is flat” era. 

LETTERS 
letters@tribunemedia.net 

   
    

   
It is unfortunate that the term 

“...Christian values...” is 
allowed to remain in our Con- 
stitution without it being 
defined. 

Some Christians take this to 
mean that Christianity is the 
state religion of the Bahamas 
and those of other religions are 
not entitled to equal rights with 
Christians. 

Already there are reports of 
Christian managers favouring 
their church members for jobs 
over better qualified applicants 
of other Christian denomina- 
tions and other religions. 

I am told that ZNS, the pub- 
lic radio station, ‘allows Christ- 

ian clergy persons to use its air- 
waves to spew intolerance of 
other religions and their adher- 
ents. 

That is so sad. The Bahamas 
is a multi-religious society. 
There are also Bahamian Mus- 
lims, Hindus, Jews, Sikhs, 

Bahais, Rastafarians, Atheists 
and others. 
And that is why any sugges- 

tion of the Prime Minister of 
the Bahamas being “hooked up 

to” the leader of any one of the 
myriad of Christian denomina- 
tions in the Bahamas today, a la 
Neil Ellis, has to be an insult to 

the intelligence of Bahamians. 
If Neil Ellis et al want a say in 

governing the country, they 
must contest and win seats in 
the general elections rather than 
use religious superstition 
(anointing the prime minister 
with oil) in an attempt to influ- 
ence governance by default. 

The suggestion is the more 
absurd when it is considered 
that even Christians are in a 
quandary over who is a Christ- 
ian — from Roman Catholics to 
Christian Scientists to Jehovah’s 
Witnesses to Mormons. 

Religion is a private matter. 
The Lord Jesus, in the Christian 
scripture, meant for it to be so. 
See Matthew chapter six, verses 
five and six. 

A person’s religion or lack of 
it is nobody’s business. 

While the Constitution of the 
Bahamas guarantees freedom 
of religion, it also guarantees 
freedom from religion. 

I call on the government, 
therefore, to recognise the same 
and act accordingly. 

GLADSTONE THURSTON 
Nassau 
May 19 2007 

Thorough investigation 
of election is needed 

EDITOR, The Tribune 

-ON; May 2, 2007, the FNM | 
was, officially certified as the 
“winner” of the elections of. 
2007, they had a majority of 23 
seats. According to the election 
results the PLP lost at least 30 
per cent of support from their 
election total of 2002. — 

Since that date, and follow- 

ing tally after recount after 
recount, these results remain 
the same. PLP supporters all 
over the country and even a 
Bahamian student from Lon- 
don (YAK) have stated that the 
PLP had won the election, and 
that many illegal votes were 
counted — while many legal 
votes were not. 
Now my issue to PLPs is this 

if this election was controlled 
by the machinery that was con- 
trolled by the Christie led Gov- 
ernment with a non-partisan 
election official in compliance 

‘98 HYUNDAI ELANTRA Best offer 
‘00 HYUNDAI ACCENT 

‘00 HYUNDAI GALLOPER 
‘01 HYUNDAI COUPE 

‘04 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 
Very low mileage, very clean 

‘05 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
Only 5,000 miles plus very clean 

‘02 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 

‘03 SUZUKI BALENO 
‘05 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 

‘06 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 

i QUALITY: 
#1 AUTO DEALER IN THE BAHAMAS. 

EAST SHIRLEY STREET ° 322-3775 © 325-3079 
Visit our showroom at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport) Ltd for similar deals * Queen's Highway * 352-6122   

with the law, how could they 
now say the system failed the 
PLP. Well good case to say 
Christie is no leader. 

Fortunately, the Right Hon- 
ourable Hubert A Ingraham is 
now Prime Minister of this great 
Commonwealth of our lovely 
Bahamas, he with great might 
defeated the partisan ranting of 
ZNS, Jones and Co...and as Per- 
ry Gladstone Christie and the 
PLP machinery did everything 
in their power to prevent a fair 
and legal process of his resound- 
ing defeat at the polls. 

In other words, these PLPs led 
by the Chief himself, Perry 
Christie used the enormous pow- 
er of the government of the 
Bahamas to snatch this election 
but they failed. The people of the © 
Bahamas rejected them big time. 

The elections of 2007 will 
indeed be the untold story of 
2007, it is more chilling than the 
murder of Sir Harry Oakes. 

  

     
      

    

      
     

    

NEW CONDOS 
FOR SALE 

Resario West 
St. Alban’s Dr. New 2 bedroom, 2 

3 storey Townhouses. Gated property. 

Modern kitchens & well appointed interiors. 

Pre- construction price $ 199,000 with only 

$5,000 reservation deposit required. 

454-2098 or 422-4489. 

The performance of Perry G 
Christie, Fred Mitchell, Philip 
Galanis, Valentine Grimes, 
Obie Wilchcombe, Steve McK- 
inney, “Lady” Russell and oth-’ 
er PLP operatives represent a 
major sin against our Bahamian 
democracy. 

I now call upon the Right 
Honourable Hubert A Ingra- 
ham to cause a thorough inves- 
tigation and the prosecution of 
all actions that crossed the line 
and let the chips fall where they 
may. 
And because they are u'ti- 

mately responsible for tryii* 19 
grab the elections of 2007, Inu ™ 
call upon Perry Gladstone 
Christie and the PLP to resign 
from public life completely. 
They out.. they need to stay 
out.. and out for good. 

PETER T CAREY 
Nassau 
May 2007 
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Attention 

L. N Coakley High 

(Exuma Senior High) 

Class of 1987 

All graduates of the Glass of 1987 are invited to 

attend our High School Reunion, celebrating 20 years, 

to be held July 20 - 22, 2007 in Georgetown, Exuma. 

For more information contact: 

Raquel Rolle - babymatt2005@hotmail.com 
242-323-1144 

Chester Cooper - chestercooper@hotmail.com 
242-357-9157  
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‘GB Power offers $5k reward 
after theft of copper wiring 

Oln brief 
Man faces 

multiple 

charges of 
fraud 

A MAN charged with sev- 

eral counts of fraud was 
arraigned in Magistrate’s 
Court yesterday. 

It is alleged that Clive Kent 
Schroter, 37, of Lady Slipper 

Avenue obtained from 
Uylsse Berno cash in the 

amount of $2,500 by false 

pretences on Wednesday, 
May 16. 

It is also alleged that on 
Friday, May 4, he obtained 
from Emmanuella Etienne 
$900 by false pretences and 
with intent to defraud. 

It is further alleged that on 
Tuesday, May 15, Schroter 
obtained from Yady Joseph 
$1,000 by false pretences and 
‘that on Saturday, March 17, 

while armed with a handgun, 
he robbed Ernest Charles of 
$1,650. 

Schroter was not required 
to enter a plea to the charges 
and was remanded to Her 
Majesty’s Prison. 

Entries are 

sought for 
Tribune 

supplement 

THE Tribune will be pub- 
lishing its annual 'Back to 
School' supplement in 
August/September. In prepa- 
ration for the supplement, 

- which will feature all gradu- 
ating seniors who will be 
attending university/college, 
whether locally or abroad, 
we invite all parents, 
guardians and graduating 
seniors to submit a profile on 
the graduating seniors, along 
with a photograph and con- 
tact information. 

The profile should include: 
e Name of student © 
e Age 
e Name of parents 
e A list of exams already 

taken and the results - e.g. - 
Bahamas Junior Certificate 
(BCs) exams and Pitman 
exams 

e A list of exams expected 
to be taken - Bahamas Gen- 
eral Certificate of Secondary 
Education (BGCSE) exams 

e The college/university 
they expect to attend - e.g. - 
College of the Bahamas, 
Harvard University, Univer- 
sity of Miami 

e Name of degree expected 
to be sought - e.g .- Bachelors 
degree in English, Bachelors 
degree in Biology 

e What career they expect 
to enter once their education 
is completed - a doctor, Math 
teacher, engineer — 

e All extracuricular activi- 
ties - club memberships, team 
sports/track and field, church 
activities 

e A list of honours/ 
awards/recognition student 
has received 

Please forward all infor- 
mation to Yolanda Dele- 
veaux, Tribune Features Edi- 
tor at email - ybdele- 
veaux@tribunemedia.net - 
please note 'Back To School’ 
in the subject line. The infor- 
mation may also be hand 
delivered or mailed to: 

Back To School 
The Tribune 
Shirley and Deveaux - 

Streets 
P O Box N-3207 
Nassau, Bahamas. 

TV 13 SCHEDULE 
TUESDAY, 
MAY 22ND 

6:00 Community page 1540am 
1:00 ZNS News Update 

1:05 Legends: 

2:00 One Cubed 

2:30 Turning Point 

3:00 Practical Principles 

3:30 Ernest Leonard 

4:00 Video Gospel 

4:30 Fast Forward 

5:00 ZNS News Update 

5:05 The Fun Farm 

6:00 Tourism Today 
6:30 News Night 13 

7:00 The Bahamas Tonight 

8:00 The People Behind The History 

of BTC 

9:00 Holby City 

10:00 Caribbean Newsline 

10:30 News Night 13 

11:00 The Bahamas Tonight 

Late Night Movie: 

“Getting Up And Going Home” 

Community Page 1540AM 

NOTE: ZNS-TV. 13. reserves the 
right to make last minute 
programme changes! 

    

       

    

      
        
    
        
        
        
    
    
    
        
        
    
    
    

          

      

@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 

FREEPORT - The Grand 
Bahama Power Company is 
offering a $5,000 reward for 

information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the cul- 
prit or culprits responsible for 
the theft of a large quantity of 
copper wiring from various sub- 
stations throughout the island. 
Company officials say they 

are very concerned about the 
copper thefts, which have been 
occurring since January — the 
latest occurring last week and 
resulting in a loss of $70,000 to 
the company. 

Derek King, director of trans- 

mission and distribution, 

revealed that the company has 
incurred a total loss of well in 
excess of half a million dollars 
over the past five months due to 
theft and replacement of cop- 
per wire. 

“We have been dealing with 
this since January, and so I 

would suggest that the loss of 
copper, and the time to put 
these things back in place, is 
well over $500,000 from January 
to now,” said Mr King. 

During a press conference 
held yesterday at the Grand 
Bahama Power Company, Mr 
King and other company exec- 

utives, including Tony Lopez, 
vice president of finance, and 

Carlton Bosfield, environmen- 

tal safety and security direc- 
tor, warned about the dangers 

that can result from these 
crimes. 

Besides the potential dangers 
to the culprits in terms of pros- 
ecution, Mr Lopez said copper 
theft affects not only the com- 
pany, which experiences pow- 
er failures and thousands in 
costs for replacement and man- 
hours to repair and investigate 
the damage, but also to cus- 
tomers who may sustain losses 
and damage to expensive elec- 
tronic equipment. 

It is believed that the thefts 
are being carried out by highly 
skilled technical persons with 
access to bucket trucks for 
access to power cables. The 
thefts usually occur during the 
wee hours of the morning - 
between 2am and 3am. 

Mr Lopez believes that the 
increase in theft of copper is 
probably due to the increase in 
the value of copper on the mar- 
ket. 

As of early May 2006, 
reports indicate that the non- 
ferrous scrape metal price list 

G 

is valuing copper between 
$2.40 and $3 per pound, 
depending on the quality. 

The Bahamas Electricity Cor- 
poration in New Providence has 
also been experiencing copper 
thefts at its facilities. 

Mr King said that the power 
company in Freeport uses very 
expensive copper wiring. 

“Our system is what you call 
a multi-ground — each pole has 
a copper wire connected to 
what is considered a shield wire 
on top that goes straight down 
the pole into the ground. 

“This reduces the ground lev- 
el and gives us added protec- 
tion, and once you remove 
those from the pole, when there 
is a lightning strike basically the 
system cannot now handle the 
excess voltage and this in turn 
will jeopardise our system and 
employees, but also customers 
in terms of sensitive electronic 
equipment,” he said. 

Warning 

Mr King is discouraging per- 
sons who sell scrap metal for a 
living from buying copper from 
individuals off the street. 

“You can only get copper off 
the island by boat and it is my 
understanding that these cul- 
prits are melting the copper 
down and selling it to those per- 
sons who are involved in sell- 

‘Inquest into death of Daniel 
Smith is rescheduled again 

  
@ DANIEL Smith 

THE inquest into Daniel 
Smith’s death has been delayed 
yet again, with proceedings hav- 
ing been pushed back another 
week. 

The new date for the inquest 
into the death of the Anna 
Nicole’s son is now May 30. 

The inquest had just begun 
last month when it was stalled 
after the lawyers for Howard K 
Stern called the constitutionali- 
ty of the Coroner’s Court into 
question. 

The Coroner’s Court is now 
scheduled to reconvene next 
week Wednesday with an all 
female, seven-person jury. 

Speaking at the start ofthe 
inquest, Chief Magistrate Roger 
Gomez — who is presiding of 
the proceedings — admonished 
all jury members not to listen 
to the many rumours and the 
gossip swirling around this high- 

Two men charged with 
murder at gas station 

@ By NATARIO McKENZIE 

TWO men accused of killing 
a man at a service station last 
month were arraigned togeth- 
er in Magistrate’s Court yester- 
day on murder charges. 

The accused, Frank Smith, 

21, of Sunlight Village and 
Rashard Woodside, 20, of Plan- 
tol Street,‘were arraigned 
before Magistrate Guillemena 
Archer at court 10 in Nassau 
Street yesterday. 

It is alleged that on Thursday 
April 26, the accused intention- 
ally and unlawfully caused the 
death of Delroy McKenzie. 

Police reports said McKen- 
zie died after being shot multi- 
ple times while sitting in his 
vehicle at the Esso Service Sta- 
tion on Wulff Road and Mon- 
trose Avenue. 

The accused, who were rep- 
resented by attorney Murrio 
Ducille, were not required to 
plead to the murder charges and 
the matter was adjourned to 
September 17. 

Smith told the court that he 
had suffered brutality at the 

    
      

     

    

        

     

    
    

      

       

   Restoration Specialist. 

   

at a fraction of replacement cost. 

   Boats, Grout, Tiles, Marble & Stone 

¢ Persian, Wool & Silk Carpet Cleaning Specialist 

* Marble Polishing, Restoration & Care 

    

   
      

CARPET, FURNITURE, MARBLE & TILE CARE 
THE Most THOROUGH RESTORATION & CLEANING EVER, OR THE JOB IS FREE! 

NASSAU’S ONLY PROFESSIONAL, CERTIFIED STONE CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE SYSTEMS. 

* Carpet, Upholstery, Stone and Marble Cleaning & 

* Prochem Cleaning Systems removes Deep & Heavy 
Soil, Bacteria, Grease, Watermarks and Stains from 

Carpeting & Furniture, restoring them to like new 

* Carpet, Sofa’s, Loveseats, Chairs, Dining Chairs, Cars, 

Authorized StoneTech Professional Contractor 

CALL PROCHEM BAHAMAS 
PHONE: 323-8083 «: 323-1594 

ONLY WE CAN DO IT RIGHT! 

wwie.prochemsystem.com * www.stonetechpro.com * www.ticrc.org 
* psp@coralwave.com 

hands of two CDU officers and 
requested that he be taken toa 
doctor. 

He later told the court that 
he had been taken to see a doc- 
tor but still suffered head pains. 

Magistrate Archer told the 
accused that he would be 
allowed to see the doctor at Her 
Majesty’s Prison. 

Woodside was also arraigned 
on the charge of possession of a 
firearm with the intent to 
endanger life. 

It is alleged that on Tuesday 
April 10, 2007 he was found in 
possession of a handgun with 
the intent to endanger the life of 
Jamalio Laing. 

Woodside was not required 
to plead to the charge. This 
matter was also adjourned to 
September 17. 

FOR 3 IN 1 LAWN SERVICE 
Fertilizer, Fungicide, 

Pest Control 

PDN tC ELCs 
322-2157 

  
- YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF THE 

PROCHEM SYSTEM (sm) 

profile case. 
Twenty-year-old. Daniel 

Smith died in his mother’s Doc- 
tors Haspital room on Septem- 
ber 10 —just three days after his 
baby sister Dannielynn was 
born. ; 

His death was ruled a drug 
overdose, but the inquest is 
being held to determine 
whether or not it was accidental. 

ing scrap metal,” he said. 
Mr Bosfield said the local 

police are doing as best they 
can, but that a more of concert- 
ed effort by the public will help 
to assist them in capturing the 
individuals responsible. 

“This is why we are appealing 
now to a much broader com- 
munity to be more of the eyes 
and ears of the police to help 
them.” 

Mr Bosfield said that there 
are certain signs that persons 
should take note of. He noted 
that when copper is melted 
down, the plastic coating over 
the wire emits black smoke. 

“In some instances you may 
see large black smoke coming 
from very remote areas. There 
are also instances where the 
culprit will cut the large cables 

up in sections so they can lay 
them on the back of a pick-up 
truck, So, if you see a lot of 
black cables on a pick up truck, 
or any cable, that should be 
another cue that this could 
possibly be a culprit,” he 
explained. 

“We are also very concerned 
about the potential for the copy- 
cat criminal. Like we said earli- 
er, the persons who are doing 
these thefts presently have the 
knowledge. However, if there 
is someone who tries to copycat 
and they don’t have the electri- 

cal knowledge it could result in 
death,” he said. 
Members of the public z are 

asked to assist in the capture of 
the culprits by calling 352-8411, 
or the police at 351-3109, with 
any information they may have. 

  

IS THIS YOUR A acc UNTANT? 
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THE ALL NEW 2008 FORD ESCAPE 

All New - 

2008 Ford ESCAPE XLS 
Power-fully fun to Drive 2.3 L 4 

cylinder engine with automatic 

transmission, power windows, locks 

& mirrors, dual air bag, alloy wheels, 

running boards. 

Available at 

“2 FRIENDLY MOTORS CO LTD py 

  

SmartChece 

THOMPSON BOULEVARD  TEL.: 356-7100 » FAX: 328-6094 

EMAIL: friendlymotors@hotmail.com * WEBSITE: friendlymotorsbahamas.com  
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BOATS FOR SALE 
ALL SUMMER 

Contact 

393-6112 or 556-3308 

      
      
     ask for Ano or Matthew 

Labrador-Rhodesian Ridgeback Crossbreed Dog 

Ginger Colour with 4 white feet, white tip on the tail 

Reward offered 

Phone: 324-2727 

  

STAY COOL ALL YEAR 
6000 BTU 

$242.00 

   

      
   

8000 BTU 

$285.00 

  

        
       

      

12000 BTU 

$439.00 

18000 BTU 

$595.00 

ESTIMATE PREPARED FOR FINANCING AT THE BANK OF YOUR CHOICE 

When it comes to quality We Don't Compare! 

MULTI DISCOUNT FURNITURE AND 

APPLIANCES BY FRIGIDAIRE 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS : 

Montrose Avenue (Just North of Bahamas Bus & Truck Coa.) 
322-2536 ¢ 326-2040 + 323-7758 ¢ 328-7494 

0 
CANNOT 
BEAT OUR 
PRICES NOT 
EVEN IN 
MIAME 

Ver ne Howe Cento 
Queen’s Highway 

PO. Box F-40288, Freeport, Grand Bahama, Bahamas 

Tel: 352-8118 © Paging: 352-6222 #1724 
Fax: 351-3301 

aU Vasa aa 
EVERETT ARTHUR 
WEATHERFORD, 67 

    

   
      

      
    
    
    
    

    
    

    

  

       
      

     

       
    
    
    
    
    

      

      

of Queen's Cove, 
Freeport and formerly of 
Man-O-War Cay, Abaco, 
who died at the Rand 
Memorial Hospital, on 
Thursday, May 10, 2007, 
will be held on} 
Wednesday, May 16, 
2007 at 11:00 a.m. at The | 
Chapel of Yager Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, | 
Queen's Highway, Freeport. Officiating will be 
Pastor Lucien Curry and interment will be made 
in The Grand Bahama Memorial Park. 

  

Fondest memory held by his wife Rachael; one 
son, Adam; two daughters, Bridgette and Danielle; 
two sons-in-law, Todd and Billy; one daughter-in- 
law, Sonya; two grandchildren, Eric and Lynsi, 
three sisters, Nellie, Ella and Mollie; three brothers, 
Scott, Willis and Ray; brothers-in-law, Sidney, 
Warren, Brian, Earl, Marty, Ronald, Lowell and 
Billy; 12 sisters-in-law, Kay, Gloria, Debbie, Pam, 
Bonnie, Paulette, Evelyn, Sherrie, Gina, Vickie, 
Jackie and Sue; numerous nieces, nephews, cousins 
and other relatives and friends. 

   Funeral arrangements entrusted to Yager Funeral 
Home and Crematorium, Queen's Highway, 
Freeport. 

Police o 
More than one 
hundred police 
reserve officers 
from Nassau and 
the Out Islands 
were sworn in 

yesterday at a 
ceremony held 
at the police 
headquarters 

  

(Photo: 
Tim Clarke/ 

Tribune staff) 

  

  

fficers are sworn in 

                  

   

  

      
@ RESERVE officers are sworn in 

  

  

   
  

i OFFICERS help the reserves as they sign documents 

Protesters decry Venezuela’s refusal to renew 
the licence of opposition-sided TV station 

@ VENEZUELA 
Caracas 

THOUSANDS of protesters 
carried a blocks-long banner 
through Venezuela’s capital on 
Monday, condemning threats 
to freedom of expression as one 
of the country’s few remaining 
opposition-aligned TV stations 
is set to go off the air within 
days, according to Associated 
Press. 

Shouting “We Want Free- 
dom!” and waving Venezuelan 
flags, demonstrators warned 
that President Hugo Chavez’s 

Bank 
Financing 
Available 

plan to replace Radio Caracas 
Television with a public-ser- 
vice station is part of a broad 
effort to silence criticism. The 
banner that snaked through the 
streets read “Freedom of 
Expression, SOS” in 10 differ- 

ent languages. 
“Threats to freedom of 

expression affect all citizens 
equally; it doesn’t matter if 

you are pro-government or 
against the government,” said 
Rafael Fuenmayor, a reporter 
from the Globovision 24-hour 
news channel, who helped 
organise the protest along with 

en / 
ver 

fD Ta 
Special ofthe Week 

other local journalists. 
Globovision is the only other 

major opposition-aligned chan- 
nel, though it does not reach all 

parts of the country. Two other 
channels that used to be 
staunchly anti-Chavez recently 
toned down their coverage. 

RCTYV is due to go off the air 
Monday, after Sunday’s final 
day of programming, when the 
.government says its license 
expires. 

' Officials deny any threat to 
media freedom, arguing that a 
new station called TVES will 
offer diverse programming 

Insurance 
Available 

on the 
Spot 

150,Vehicles 

Nissan Sunnys 

@ $4,995.00 

and up 

> New Shipment 

has just arrived 
Prices includes: Licensing, Inspection, Plates. Mats, Full tank of gas, full service 

Pre-Delivery Inspection, Full Detail In & Out, and Warranty. 

Located: Thompson Blvd 

Tel: 325-0881/2 Open:Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-5:00p.m.   

while avoiding pro-Chavez pro- 
paganda aired on ather state- 
run channels. A board of direc- 
tors for the new channel was 
sworn in Monday. 

Protesters ended their march 
outside the mission of the Orga- 
nization of American States, 
where they urged the body to 
take a closer look at the state of 
press freedoms under Chavez. 
OAS Secretary-General Jose 

Miguel Insulza has warned that 
failing to allow RCTV to con- 
tinue broadcasting “would be 
seen as a form of censorship 
against freedom of expression.” 
Countries including Honduras, 
Guatemala and Chile have 
expressed support for Insulza’s 
position. 
Founded in 1953, RCTV is 

Venezuela’s oldest private net- 
work and broadcasts a mix of 
talk shows, soap operas and a 
version of “Who Wants to Be a 

Millionaire?” RCTV frequent- 
ly airs complaints of corruption, 
crime and inefficiency from 
both opposition and govern- 
ment supporters, whose griev- 
ances are rarely broadcast on 
state-run TV channels. 
RCTV’s general manager, 

Marcel Granier, said the net- 
work has the right to continue 
broadcasting until 2022 and 
challenged the government’s 
decision in court. 

Venezuela’s Supreme Court 
on Thursday dismissed the first 
of a series of legal challenges 
by RCTV, but more are pend- 
ing. 

Information Minister Willian 
Lara said the state’s right not 
to renew RCTV’s license was 
“inarguable,” and predicted on 
Sunday that Venezuela’s high- 

est court would uphold the mea- 

sure. 
Chavez accuses RCT'V and 

other opposition-aligned private 
media of supporting a failed 

2002 coup against him by broad- 

casting cartoons and movies 
rather than covering street 

protests that aided his return to 

power. RCTV’s journalists 

counter that violent protests 

staged by “Chavistas” outside 
the channel's headquarters pre- 
vented them from reporting the 

news. 
Venezuela still has a broad 

mix of newspapers, including 
many that are critical of the 
government.
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yford Cay scholar 
returns to help build 
national university 

WHEN Lyford Cay scholar- 
ship recipient Felicity Humble- 
stone graduated with honours : 
from McMaster University in 
Ontario, the College of the 
Bahamas was operating with a 
relatively small budget from 
government. 

At the time, the college’s 
bachelor programme offerings 
were limited, and turning the 
Oakes Field campus into the 
headquarters of a national uni- 
versity was still more fantasy 
than dream. 

Today, that dream is becom- 
ing reality — the college on its 
way to becoming the University 
of the Bahamas and Humble- 
stone is one of the key driving 
forces. 

Appointed development offi- 
cer in the Office of the Presi- 
dent just over six months ago, 
she has taken charge of private 
fund-raising with gusto, cor- 
ralling dollars and support to 
build the college’s forward 
momentum. 

College president Janyne 

Hodder calls Humblestone “a 
key to a central function that 
will transform the college to a 
university,” crediting Humble- 
stone with the ability to build 
valuable, supportive relation- 
ships with friends and donors. 

“She’s extraordinary, a very 

gifted young woman with 
exceptional personal integrity, a 
fund-raiser’s dream.” 

If Hodder thinks Humble- 
stone is a fund-raiser’s dream, 

Humblestone thinks the job is a 
dream. 

“It is wonderful to be home 
and to participate in the build- 
ing of a national university for 
the Bahamas,” says Humble- 
stone, who spent three years at 
McMaster after graduating, as 
an assistant in advancement ser- 
vices and then as a development 
researcher, before bringing 
those skills home. 

With a bachelor’s degree in 
Spanish and linguistics and a 
minor in globalisation, she had 
originally thought about teach- 
ing. “I am passionate about edu- 

cation. Fundraising for the col- 
lege fulfills my interest and zeal 
for education. It is so reward- 
ing.” 

Humblestone is so high-ener- 
gy that colleagues tease her and 
call her the Eveready Energizer 
Bunny. Her drive, she says, is 
inspired not only by what she 
is doing but by what she saw 
the Lyford Cay foundation do 
for others. 

“T received a Canadian 
Lyford Cay Foundation schol- 
arship to attend McMaster Uni- 
versity in Hamilton, Ontario 
and graduated in 2003,” she 
said. “Since then, having 
worked in the non-profit indus- 
try for almost four years, | 
gained a real appreciation for 
the work of the foundations and 
their philanthropic commitment 
to the development of the coun- 
try and the people of the 
Bahamas.” 

The Lyford Cay Foundation 
and the Canadian Lyford Cay 
Foundations are the largest pri- 
vate supporters of higher edu- 

~ cation m the region, providing 
academic scholarships at the 
undergraduate and graduate 
level as well as grants for tech- 
nical and vocational training. 

Over the past two decades, 
the foundations have awarded 
over $14.5 million in scholar- 
ships, helping some 1,300 stu- 
dents better prepare for a pro- 
fession or career. In all, 835 stu- 
dents have studied at the col- 
lege with scholarships the foun- 
dation helped to fund. 

Although best known for its 
education largesse, the Lyford 
Cay Foundation has a separate 
arm that supports worthwhile 
local charitable causes and 
organisations, and a volunteer 
mobilisation programme Time- 
Works that provides additional 
‘people power’, interacting with 
beneficiaries in a way that 
makes a long-term difference 
in lives. 

“Successful graduates like 
Felicity Humblestone re-affirm 
the foundation’s commitment 
to make higher education pos- 

@ FELICITY Humblestone 

sible for the deserving,” said 
Loretta Rogers, president of the 
Canadian Lyford Cay Founda- 
tion. “Felicity’s story is espe- 
cially inspiring because she will 
make such a difference at the 
local level. 
“An ambitious goal with 

almost incalculable potential 

  
such as the University of the 
Bahamas, as it will one day soon 
be called, will attract students 
from all over and fulfill a need 
for an institution of higher edu- 
cation for many’ who wish to 
study at home. The Canadian 
Lyford Cay Foundation is very 
proud of Felicity.” 

Organisers of Just Rush 
parade make preparations 

  
Paramilitary leader denies role in killings 
m@ NEW YORK 

A FORMER paramilitary 
leader wanted in Haiti on mur- 
der and torture charges insisted 
in a New York court Monday 
that he has become a scapegoat 
for atrocities in the Caribbean 
nation that had nothing to do 
with him, according to Associ- 
ated Press. 

“Your honour, I’ve never 
ordered ... any violence,” 
Emmanuel “Toto” Constant 
said in an emotional plea to a 
judge overseeing his mortgage 
fraud case in state Supreme 
Court in Brooklyn. “I’ve never 

even assisted in anyone’s exe- 
cution in my life.” 

Constant, 50, repeated claims 
that he had worked with the 
CIA while head of a Haitian 
paramilitary group in the 1990s. 
He also said he was “promoting 
reconciliation” at the time, and 
since has become a victim of 
political persecution. 

Last week, lawyers for the 
state attorney general’s office 
and the federal Department of 
Homeland Security urged Jus- 
tice Abraham Gerges to sen- 
tence Constant in the fraud case 
to time served, about 10 months 
of a proposed one- to three-year 

YOUR CONNECTION-TO THE WORLD 

sentence, to speed his deporta- 

tion to Haiti to face charges 
there that he ordered the exe- 
cution of slum-dwellers loyal to 
exiled President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. 

_ Gerges postponed the sen- 
tencing after the Center for 
Constitutional Rights claimed: 
th t Haiti’s justice system was 
too unstable to ensure Constant 
faces justice. The civil rights 
group argued the proposed sen- 
tence in the fraud case was too 
lenient, given Constant’s back- 
ground. 

The judge said he would rule 
on Tuesday. — 

THE BAHAMAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY LTD. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER TENDER 

The Bahamas Telecommunications Company Ltd is pleased to invite qualified 
companies to submit for tender for Fire Extinguisher Maintenance. 

Interested companies can pick up a specification document from BTC’s 
Administration Building John F, Kennedy Drive May 22nd to May 31st 2007 

between the hours of 9:00am to 5:00pm Monday to Friday. 

Tender should be sealed in an envelope marked 
“FIRE EXTINGUISHER TENDER?” and delivered to the attention of: - 

Mr. Leon Williams 
President & CEO 

The Bahamas Telecommunications Company Ltd 
P.O. Box N-3048 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Bids should reach the company’s administration office on John F. Kennedy 
Drive by 4:00 p.m. Monday June, 4th 2007, 

Companies submitting bids are invited to attend the bid opening on Wednes- 
- day, June Sth 2007 at 10:00 A.M. at BTC’s Perpall Tract location. 

BTC reserves the right to reject any or all tenders.   
  

for safety of Freeport event _ 
WITH just two weeks to go 

before the big Just Rush Labour 
Day weekend, organisers are 
making every effort to make it 
is a safe event. 

According to Peter Adder- 
ley, president of Creative 
Works and mastermind: of the 
event: “Thousands are expected 

2007 

Front Air Bags 

Air Conditioning 

Radio/CD Player 

M
A
N
 

CALIBER 
One look at its squad-up, broad-shouldered stance and you will Know that this 

one is undoubtedly different. 

to travel here from New Provi- 
dence, throughout our family 
of islands and the United States, 
so it was very important to work 
with the Royal Bahamas Police 
Force.” 

The largest inter-island 
junkanoo parade will be on on 
Friday, June. 1, 6.30pm, down- 

2.0 4Cyl: DOHC 16'V 

Automatic Transmission 

Power Windows and Locks 

  

$28,785.00 

town Freeport. The Beres Ham- 
mond Concert is set for Satur- 
day, June 2, 9pm at Columbus 
Theatre Parking Lot, Freeport. 

Adderley, is seen at Grand 
Bahama’s Police Headquarters 
meeting with top brass of the 
police force-and parade man- ° 
agers. i ite 

  

   
     

      

Bahamas Bus & Truck Co: ace 
Montrose Ave. °o 

‘Phone: 322-1722/Fax: 326-7452 
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Girl Guides honoure 
, THE Bahamas Girl Guides Association 

has.announced that 25 guides were among 

the 103 students who were nominated to 

represent their schools in the 11th Annu- 

al Bahamas Primary School Student of 

the Year Awards Programme. 

‘The event was held on Saturday at 

Bahamas Faith Ministries International. 

The Bahamas Primary School Student 

of the Year Awards competition, which 

was established in 1997, is sponsored by 

‘the Bahamas Primary School Student of 

the Year Foundation in partnership with 

25 girls prove their 
abilities for youth 
programme 

  

The awards programme honours those 
students who are academically gifted, have 

displayed leadership abilities and are well- 

THE TRIBUNE 

d in student awards 
  

              rounded students. 

The Girl Guide nominees are pictured - 

here. 

the Nassau, Bahamas PanHellenic Coun- 

cil, and the local coalition of fraternities 

and sororities. 

  

B Jo'eysa Abraham HH Michaelianna Adderley ® Lyric Anderson @ Demi Burrows 

% 
  

  
  

        

  

       ae Seas Se: a: ky 

@ Takera Capron i Devynne Charlton Jasmine Colebrooke  Yendise Collie @ Jasmine Cunningham li Maya Delaney 

                 
  

  

‘@ Shenecia Garcias @ Latara Hanna @ Jade McQueen @ Alvonee Penn i Zahra Powell Hi Camille Pratt 
Hf Trenique Kelly 

  

  

           at 
BS Telicia Thomas 

  

Mi Tabitha Ritchie ‘ B Lamoure Rolle ~ i Alicia Storr @ Tiffany Strachan a Spring Williams a Camille Wright 

  

ji, my name is Rasheeda Bodie 

“ELEUTHERA, BAHAMAS. 

The Bahamas Electricity Corporation invites tenders from 
eligible bidders for the construction of 

two (2\transformer foundations at 

Rock Sound Power Station in Eleuthera, Bahamas   
Bidders are required to collect packages from 

Mrs. Delmeta Seymour 

at the Administration Office 

Blue Hill and Tucker Road 

or 
BEC Office 

Rock Sound, Eleuthera 

ent of the Month - March 2007 

British American Financial 
Ordinary Division 

Wednesday, May 30th by 4pm 

and addressed as follows: Riy 
Give me a call today at our Independence Drive 

Head Office, Nassau 242-461-1000 

ne exalain the benefits of our popular “Money Back Series’; 

and Universal Life plans and how they can work for you. 

  

    

  

   
Tenders are to be hand delivered on or before 

The General Manager 

Bahamas Electricity Corporation 

P.O. Box N-7509 

Nassau, Bahamas 

Marked: Tender No. 638/07 
“Construction of Two (2) 

TRANSFORMER FOUNDATIONS FOR sn 
THE NORTH FEEDER AT ROCK SOUND es 

POWER STATION, 
ELEUTHERA, BAHAMAS” 

Fgh ¢ 
LA} 
LG 

Feu FE. bade, 

Planning for Education, Mortgage, Retirement? 

me a call... and let me design a plan 

to suit your financial needs. 

    CLE: 
Moa 

B British 
“tAmerican | 

  

For all inquires regarding this Tender, 

contact Melpert Dean at 302-1413. 

: 242- 461- “1000 Iv www.babfinancial.com 
2-387-5601 

  

2-338-3035 Abaca 24 NOTE: ROCK SOUND POWER STATION 
SITE VISIT WILL BE ON FRIDAY, 

MAY 25, 2007.   
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FROM page one 

Despite the expectations of 
several senior PLPs, the FNM 
may not contest any seats in 

court. 
In fact, Prime Minster Hubert 

Ingraham has said that the FNM 
has no intention of going to elec- 
tion court to “determine the 
validity of any of our seats or 
anybody else's.” 

In addition to the implications 
this process has for the outcome 
of the 2007 elections, it is a 
heavy financial cost. 

The losing party will be oblig- 
ated by law to pay the winner 
$100,000 for each case it fails to 
secure. 

In addition to this $100,000 
there are other expenses that 
the FNM and PLP will have to 

PLP ‘Thank 
FROM page one 

continue to plan on holding the 
event on Saturday — allowing 
them time to advertise and pro- 
mote the event properly. 

The PLP has continued to gath- 
er public support following the 

underwrite. 
After the 2002 general elec- 

tions the FNM contested the 
results coming out of the 
MICAL constituency, a process 
that cost the party more than 
$200,000. 

If this price tag is applicable 
for election court 2007, and the 
PLP loses its cases, the party 
could spend nearly $1 million. 

Over the weekend former 
Prime Minister Perry Christie 
said that the PLP has decided 
which constituencies it will con- 
test and will soon be pursuing 
those seats “vigorously” in the 
election court. 

“The outcome of those seats 
are matters which will be before 
the courts soon, so we would not 
be wise to discuss our strategy 
here. However, we have been 

You’ rally is 
May 2 general election, Mr Gala- 
nis said, and this is fortified by the 
actions of the new government. 

“Already we have seen indi- 
cations of victimisation by the 
government,” Mr Galanis said. 

“Mr Steve McKinney, Ingra- 
ham’s announcement that cer- 

LOCAL NEWS 

Contesting seats may cost PLP up to $1m 
advised by our legal team as to 
which seats represent the best 
chances of winning and we will 
pursue those ones vigorously 
through the courts,” he said. 

The party has 21 days from 
the opening of the House of 
Assembly on Wednesday to 
apply for leave to present their 
cases to the court. 

Mr Grimes told The Tribune 
yesterday that the PLP may con- 
test as many as five seats: 
Pinewood, Blue Hills, Golden 
Isles, Sea Breeze and Marco 
City. 

Each of these seats, Mr 
Grimes pointed out, was lost by 
the PLP by less than 70 votes 
and thus are considered “too 
close for comfort” for the PLP. 

The PLP lost these seats by 
64, 47, 62, 64 and 47 votes 

respectively. 
“The Progressive Liberal Par- 

ty is of the view that there were 
persons who were not allowed to 
vote in certain areas and per- 
sons who voted in areas that 
they should not have. So based 
on the information we have, we 
believe that there is a reason- 
ably high chance of success,” Mr 
Grimes said. 
FNMs have also accused the 

PLP of wrong doing in the last 
election. Allegations against the 
PLP included using fake ballots 
and adding illegitimate ballots 
to the count of some con- 
stituencies. 

Mr Ingraham has said that if it 
is determined that offences were 
committed during the run up to 
the elections he expects the 
authorities to “do their job”. 

postponed to Saturday 
tain permanent secretaries would 
be reduced at his thank you ral- 
ly a few weeks ago; a number of 
PLPs have been notified that 
their contracts would not be 
renewed when they expire; and 
Mr Ingraham’s intransigence 
regarding the Senate appoint- 

ments pursuing to Article 39 of 
the Constitution,” Mr Galanis 
said, are all examples that the 
“old Ingraham” has returned. 

“Bahamians are beginning to 
see that this is the same old 
Ingraham and that nothing has 
changed,” he said. 

PLP ‘may make legal challenge’ over seats in Senate : 
FROM page one 

Overall, the Senate consists 
of 16 members of which, nine 
are automatically appointed by 
the prime minister; four auto- 
matically by the leader of the 
opposition; and the remaining 
three are appointed by the 
prime minister after consulta- 
tion with the leader of the 
opposition. 

Regarding the three remain- 
ing senators, The Constitution 
states: “In the exercise of the 
functions conferred upon him 
by article 39(4) of this constitu- 
tion, the purpose of the prime 
minister shall be to secure that 
the political balance of the Sen- 
ate reflects that of the House of 
Assembly at the time.” 

With the House being closely 
split at 23 to 18 in favour of the 

FNM, with the PLP winning 47 
per cent of the popular vote, a9 
to 7 divide in the Senate, too in 
favour of the FNM, would 
reflect the divide in the House. 

In a brief statement on Sun- 
day Mr Christie merely stated 
that “consultations between the 
prime minister and the leader 
of the opposition are under- 
way in connection with the 
appointment of additional Sen- 

ators under article 39 (4) of the 
constitution.” 

A legal challenge over these 
senate appointments, could 
create a further spectacle sur- 
rounding the election results, 
as the PLP has announced that 
they will contest five FNM 
seats in election court — these 
being, Seabreeze, Marco City, 
Pinewood, Blue Hills and 
Golden Isles. 

BEC start investigation into oil spill 
FROM page one 

ocean for hundreds of feet along 
the Clifton Pier area. 

The surface of the water, hun- 
dreds of feet out from the coast, 
where the BEC plant is located, 
was covered in a layer of oil 
which caused it to take ona. 
shiny appearance, visible from 
hundreds of feet above. 
Meanwhile, at its farthest 

extreme, the slick was bordered 
by a thick gooey brown edge. 

The spill was brought to the 
attention of The Tribune last 
week by a concerned local pilot. 

According to Port Controller 
Anthony Allen, companies are 
required to clean up the effects 
of such incidents if they are 
found to have been responsible. 

This can involve using equip- 
ment to surround and contain 
the spill, and then to "mop it up" 
from the surface of the water. 

However, with an investiga- 
tion only now underway, any 
clean up operation has been fur- 
ther delayed or perhaps ren- 
dered unlikely to ever happen. 

"There was no way of con- 
firming where it came from," 
said Mr Forbes yesterday. "The 

situation is a long-standing one 
and I guess everyone always 
jumps to blame BEC first, I 
guess because we're the person 
upfront," he said. 

Sam Duncombe, an environ- 
mentalist, and founder of organ- 
isation reEarth, yesterday said 
the spill further proves her case 
that an LNG plant should not 
be brought to the Bahamas. 

"If we can't handle what's 
going on at Clifton how can we 
possibly monitor what's going 
on at Ocean Cay with LNG?" 
she asked. 

"The place is in dire need of 

  

help in terms of stopping the kinds . 
of spills that are happening now 
and making sure that everything is 
done to prevent (future spills)." 

Mrs Duncombe pointed out 
that the Bahamas has a diving 
industry which is threatened by 
such incidents. Stuart's Cove — 
a world-renowned diving com- 
pany — is one of those that is 
located "out west" near the pier. 

Meanwhile, Captain Allen, 
whose department was also 
made aware of the slick last 
week, said he believes the evi- 
dence of the spill may even be 
gone by now. 

‘$80m of contracts’ revealed 
FROM page one 
Mr Ferguson said that in light 

of the contracts awarded prior 
to the election the PLP had 
become a “run-away train.” 

In response, the FNM is com- 
mitted to “proceed systemati- 
cally in the’ days months years 
ahead to bring this country back 
under subjection” by reviewing 
the contracts awarded under the 
former government, said Fergu- 
son. 

This is particularly important 
because in some cases the gov- 
ernment simply does not have 
the money, nor does the country 
have the man-power “to super- 
vise and to properly man those 
projects to successful conclu- 
sion.” 

“So apart from funding it’s a 
question of how we’re going to 
manage at this time,” he 
explained. 

Listing some of those con- 
tracts which made up the $80 
million total cost, Mr Ferguson 
pointed to a $5 million contract 
for anew school in Inagua, $3.2 
million in Lowe Sound Andros, 
two schools in New Providence 
and one in Grand Bahama con- 
tracted out for over $30 million. 

Road contracts totalling $25 
million were also awarded, he 

said. 
Aside from concerns relating 

to financial viability, the Bov- 
ernment is also looking into the 
former government’s decision to 
grant a contract for a schdol 
between Cowpen road and Mar- 
shall road in an area that “used 
to be a car dump for years” with- 
out undertaking an assessment 
of the possible health imphica- 
tions. 

As to exactly how many, con- 
tracts are under review, Mr Fer- 
guson could not be specific; but 
he added that the decision as to 
which will be cancelled-and 
which will be continued is some- 
thing that will emerge once, the 
process is complete. 

However, he emphasised thé that 
the straw market is still a pro- 
ject which is a priority for the 
government. 

“The way I see it before the 
next election the straw market 
will be well on its way or com- 
pleted,” he said. 
Asked whether the review 

would also encompass the archi- 
tectural plans made for the pro- 
ject, Mr Ferguson said “you may 
not see any changes to that.” | 

The process of going over the 
contracts will be done both at 
Cabinet and ministerial level “he 
stated. 

  

Christie ‘led way on race’ 
FROM page one 
Previously, his party had been 

accused by the FNM, and some 
members of the public, of bring- 
ing the issue of race into the elec- 
tion in a way that divided society. 

Some commentators speculat- 
ed that some PLP candidates 
were seeking to gain voter sup- 
port by instilling anxiety in the 
general population by making 
references to the fact that FNM 
deputy leader, and now deputy 
prime minister, Brent Symon- 
ette, is the son of former UBP 
premier Roland Symonette. 

Fred Mitchell, former foreign 
affairs minister, warned voters 
not to support "the UBP heir." 

Yesterday, Mr Ferguson said 
that Christie is trying to "back 
peddle" from the much-dis- 
cussed "race card" strategy. 

"It was very clear that they 
went that route," he said. "It 
came from him and it came from 
most of his other spokespersons 
that he has around him," said 
Mr Ferguson. 

"As a prime minister he led 

the way in trying to separate 
people along colour lines and he 
can't hide from that now." 

During the chat, Mr Christie 
claimed that the FNM had 
accused his party of "playing the 
race card" when they con- 
demned Brent Symonette so as 
to deflect their criticisms. 

"IT was specific in my explana- 
tion to the Bahamian public that 
my criticism of Mr Symonétte 
had absolutely nothing to“do 
with the colour of his skin but 
with the ethical lapse he-had 
made during his time in Gov- 
ernment,” the former prime min- 
ister said. 

Yesterday, Mr Symonette oid 
he did not want to "revisit',the 
race card issue. cae 

"If Mr Christie and his goyérn- 
ment want to reflect on the-mis- 
takes that they made they are free 
to do. As far as I'm concerned 
and my colleagues are concéraed 
we are about doing the peoplé's 
business of governing the coni- 
monwealth of the Bahamas anil 
need not revisit those issues.-We 
move forward," he said. 

You can save energy by 
tuning up your car. | 

If everyone took this one,small step, the environmental 

impact would be huge. Just a 5% reduction in global 

energy use is enough to power Australia, Mexico, and 

the entire UK. So what can you do? Keep your car tuned 

up and replace the air filter to increase fuel economy. 

What are we doing? At Chevron, we've increased our 

own energy efficiency by 27% in our daily operations. 

The energy issue is global. Its solution is, too. To 

participate in the exchange of ideas, please visit us 

at willyoujoinus.com. 

TEXACO. is a Chevron company brand 

Chevron 
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    NETWORK CHANNELS 
       

           

  

Great Romances|Nova ‘The Great Robot Race” The Human Face They suggests Frontline “A Hidden Life” (PA) 

WPBT lof the 20th Cen- Teams from around the world enter |there is a single ideal of beauty | (CC) (DVS) 
tury _the DARPA Grand Challenge. throughout the world. 

nh isi (N) NCIS Upon the director's return JESSE STONE: SEA CHANGE (2007, Crime Drama) Tom Selleck, Kathy 

@ WFOR|n from a European junket, ie team's |Baker, William Devane. Premiere. A lawman reopens a murder case while 
secrets unravel. (Ny (CC investigating a rape. ( (CC) 

Access Holly- {Dateline NBC Author a Grisham |Law & Order: Criminal Intent “Re- |Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 

@ WTV4J |wood (ny) (ch) discusses the murder case of two |newal” A police recruit who was “Screwed” Fin’s ae goes on tr 
| Oklahoma men. (N) (CC) named a hero is found dead. al for murder. (N) (CC 

|} Deco Drive American Idol The final two con- [On the Lot The semifinalists have |News (N) (CC) : 

| WSVN testants perform. (Live) (CC) __|their first attempt at a Hollywood- ‘ 

style pitch meeting. (N) (CC) 

Jeopardy! (N) [The Bachelor: Officer and a Gen- [Dancing With the Stars (Season Finale) The winner. (Live) (CC) 
ch tleman Andy faces the bache- 

lorettes he did not choose. (N) (CC) 

CABLE CHANNELS 

i |CSI: Miami ‘Pirated’ The team —_|Dog the Bounty Hunter “The Mys- |Criss Ang el Criss Angel 
probes oad bere off the tery of Mona Lisa” Young, female Made “Suck-|Mindfreak (CC) 

fugitive. (CC) 

Hardtalk BBC News World Business |BBC News Kill or Cure af Fa World Business 
coast of Miami. O 

-BBCl (Latenight). |Report (Latenight). |"Blood Pressure” |(Latenight). |Report 

BET College Hill (CC)| * *. THE PLAYERS CLUB (1998, Comedy-Drama) LisaRaye, Bernie [College Hill (CC)|Run’s House ( 
Mac. A woman works as a stripper to pay her tuition. (CC) (CC) 

O WPLG|(c 

      
          

  

‘CBC Just for Laughs [CBC News: The National (N) (CC) /NHL Hockey Western Conference Final Game 6 -- Detroit Red Wings at 

  

| 
| 

th Fast M Deal or No Deal Contestants get a |The Big Idea With Donny Deutsch | } 'CNBC (r") On the ast Money f g y 

} 
      

Gags (CC) Anaheim Ducks. From the Honda Center in Anaheim, Calif. "4 

| Let Charlie the ; 
loney chance to win money. (CC : 

CNN (:00) The Situa- /Paula Zahn Now (CC) Larry King Live (CC) Anderson Cooper 360 (CC) B a ha MIAN Pu ppet a nd *: 
| tion Room ey : ‘ 
  

| Scrubs ‘My Old |The Daily Show |The Colbert Re- Reno 911! Cor- |South Park Alien jLive at Gotham Al Jackson; Jeremy is sidekick aa ut 

'COM Lady’ 1 (CC) nhiee Stew: |port (CC) ie sponsor. |kidnapping, (CC) |Schachter. (CC) hi I ? 
rt 

Cops “Coast to |Cops “Coastto |Cops “Coast to Gs ‘Coast to {Cops “Coast to Hot Pursuit 
COURT Coast’ 10 (CC) ICoast’ A (CC) {Coast A (CC) \Coast” A (CC) |Coast” 1 (CC) 

KIM POSSIBLE: SO THE DRAMA (2005) Voices of Kim Possible Life With Derek |Phil of the Fu- 

SOME smiles On your 

kids’s faces. 
        

   
    

  

    

   

  
   

    

    

   

  

  

           
  

| DISN Zack &Cody {Christy Carlson Romano, Will Friedle. Animated. Ron Ron's diet has a |Casey and Sam |ture Personalities 
| “Miniature Golf’ realizes he has feelings for Kim. 0 (CC) side effect. (CC) |break up. (CC) |switched. 

DIY This Old House |Home Again  |Sweat Equity /Bathroom Reno-|Bathroom Reno-|10 Things You |Trade School As 

| 1 (CC) (CC) Building a deck. vations vations Must Know : ; is 

DW ML Mona Lisa dour Tages- |Politik direkt Euromaxx B YI Ng Yo. ur chi Id ren to the io 
thema Depth 

aH 

EI The Daily 10 (N) ad Bet Shocking Celebrity Scan- at meet Shocking Celebrity Scan- et ist Shocking Celebrity Scan- McH a Py + our at McDo na | d 's l n bs 

’ oe 3 
ESPN NBA Shootaround (Live) (CC) tohery Lil i Basketball Conference Final or — TBA. (Live) (CC) O ak es Fi el d ev ery Thu Ys d ay 7 

Primera Plana Bull Riding PRCA Dodge Xtreme NBA Basketball Conference Final Game 1 -- Teams TBA. (Live) (CC) \ 1" 

ESPNI Bulls Tour. From Houston. (CC) from 3:30pm to 4:30pm during the me 

| Daily Mass: Our |Mother Angelica Live Classic {Religious Cata- |The Holy Rosary/Threshold of Hope 
EWTN | [aty Episodes 
FIT TV (00) Cardio |Blaine’s Low _—‘[Blaine’s Low —_|Namaste Heal Namaste Yoga |National Body Challenge “Losing 

last © (CC) |Carb Kitchen Carb Kitchen —_|Flexibility. (CC) “Crane” (CC) —_|Big in Vegas” A Las Vegas. 

FOX-NC Fox Report- |The O’Reilly Factor (Live) (CC) |Hannity & Colmes (Live) (CC) {On the Record With Greta Van 

month of May 2007, 

r 

  
Shepard Smith Susteren (Live) (CC) i 

FSNEL :00) MLB Baseball Philadelphia Phillies at Florida Marlins. From Dolphin Stadium in Miami. |CMI: The Chris /The FSN Final a 

: Subject to Blackout) (Live) Myers Interview |Score (Live) ‘ E * E ae 

GOLF Insite the PGA |Best Ever (N) Big Break VIl: Reunion Big Break Vil: Reunion (N) Enjoy Great ood, Prizes and Lots of UN. i 
our ; . 

i | Lingo (CC) Super Millionaire Contestants vie |Twenty One 1 (CC) Chain Reaction |Chain Reaction tt 

| |GSN for escalating prizes. 1 (CC) (CC) (CC) : 

(:00) Attack of | |X-Play (N) X-Play Cops Cops Cops “Coast 6 Ninja Warrior : 

G4Tech the Show! (N) * _ |"Seattle/Tacoma” | “Seattle/Tacoma” |Coast’ 1 (CC) io 

:00) Walker, Walker, Texas Ranger Someone is |WHAT | DID FOR LOVE (2006, Romance-Comedy) Jeremy London, ?m lovin’ it i 

| 'HALL ae Ranger murdered on Alex and Walker's _|Dorie Barton, Sally Struthers. A lawyer tries to impress his t iancee’s dubi- ed Me 
“Whitewate white-water vacation. (CC) ous family. (CC) 

Buy Me ‘Lionel Green Force Design Inc. Sarah's House |Take It Outside yon a pevaet Guys 
‘HGTV and Marcia” © "Regent Park” _ "Lindsay's Bache- Ug Room and|"Don Kim's Out- | (CC Bedroom et 
| (CC) Regent Park. (1 |lorette” Entry” (N) door Bar’ (CC) quette. M (CC) 

i ti | INSP Morris Ne co Christ in ie ion To- {Life Today (CC) teatro Is Your Renny i oe 
Proph 

Everybody renin 
Loves Raymond |Loves Raymond 
Frank is jealous. |“Ray’s Ring” 

      
   

  

   

  

    

       

  

     

~ TFriends. Joeys 
ce) dies. 1       According to ‘ Reba Rebas My Wife and 

Jim Jim makes a 
fo sn to 
| KTLA rushed to the | Kids “Anniver- q Jim “Stalkin 

  
Te
 

hospital. (CC) —_|sary” (CC) neighbor cry.  |Santa’ ™ (CC) |( hs 

| Still Standing _/Reba ‘Every Pic- Reba Barbara /NORA ROBERTS’ BLUE SMOKE (2007, Drama) Alicia Witt, Matthew eo 

LIFE al co ue Tells a Story”|Jean lands in | Settle, Scott Bakula. A pyromaniac stalker threatens an arson investigator. *a 

(CC) “mall jail.” (CC) (CC) ee 
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f NICK Jimmy Neutron: ee Drake & Josh Funniest Home a Prince of ae Fonts of oe Pine of , 
| Boy Genius  |SquarePants 1 |'Little Sibling” | Videos Bel-Air ma . 2 

NTV The Winner ‘Pi- [NCIS “Angel mc pa th” (Season Fi- |House “Spin” 4 (CC) aa ; IIe Na ARMS, ARO Simply. the Be 

Super Bikes! [Epic Ride ; oS : 
| lot’ O (CC) —nale) (N) 0 

h American Thun- /NOPI Tunervi- ikes! rg Motorcy- i Motocross 

‘SPEED [grt io 
| Jordan Rubin |Behind the Joyce Meyer: /John Hagee To- |Bill Gaither (CC) Fre the Lord on 

/ TBN Scenes (CC) EA noying eve very: |day (CC) 

TBS MLB Baseball New York Mets at = Braves. = Turner Field in Atlanta. (Subject to Blackout) (Live) (CC) Everybody 4 
; aymon 

‘Be h ec) 

. he Motorcycle |Rides “Impressions” A handmade Miami Ink “Saver vs. Spender’ Da- |Miami Ink “Yoji’s Big Move” Yoji 
‘/ TLC avericks (CC) |car for the Detroit Autorama. (CC) mon gets a tattoo to symbolize his _|moves on into a bigger apart- 
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Struggle with diabetes. (CC) ment. (CC 

The Closer An unexpected visit |The Closer “Slippin” Brenda probes 
body is found outside a Chinese off- from Brenda's mother puts Fritz’s ja possible gang-related shooting of 
cial’s apartment. (CC) (DVS) plans to move in on hold. (CC) three youngsters. 
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| 
} 

wi for Imagi- |Ed, Edd n Eddy jEd, Eddn Eddy Camp Lazio © |My Gym Part- [Courage the _ Futurama 
| | TOON et ieee ner’s a Monkey Cowardly Dog {(CC) 

t 'TV5 On n’est pas couché 

  

   
        

  

(:00) Law & Or- 
TNT der "Under God” 

Law & Order A girl's smoldering 

     
  

    
‘é 

TWC cr Stories {Abrams & Bettes Weather: Evening Edition (CC) 

a0 Duelo de |La Fea Mas Bella Lety es una nila Destilando Amor (N) Nuestra Belleza Latina “La Gran ' 
| ‘U NIV tones dulce, one e At teligente, pero Final’ La ganadora es revelado. : 
| apenas atractiva. ( 
| - |(:00) Law & Or- Law & Order: Special Victims Unit] x x KISS THE GIRLS (1997, Suspense) Morgan Freeman, Ashle a 
| USA hel woa In- Paty hk ON i -old boy fatally |Cary Elwes. An escaped victim and a forensic expert trail a killer. ( 
| en shoots a schoolmate 

VH1 (0) The 40 Hottest Rock Star Girlfriends... and Maxim Hot 100 0 Flavor of Love Girls: Charm 
ives Musicians have beautiful partners. 1 School Donate clothes. 

‘vs (:00) Boxing Kelly Pavik vs. Lenord Pierre. NHL Hockey Western Conference Final Game 6 -- Detroit Red Wings at 
. Anaheim Ducks. From the Honda Center in Anaheim, Calif. 2 

      

  

     

ei America’s |Funniest Pets & |Funniest Pets & |Funniest Pets & |Funniest Pets & |WGN News at Nine (N) 4 (CC) 
‘WGN iviet lone People / (CC) |People (CC) |People 1 (CC) People 1 (CC) 

Videos ™ (CC) 

Everybody Veronica Mars Selling fake debit + |Veronica Mars Veronica confronts {CW11 News at Ten With Kaity 
Logan; Piz insists he was not in- Tong, Jim Watkins (N) (CC) 
volved with the video. (N) 

Frasier Frasier |Frasier Roz’s 
gives a prostitute |cousin blows into 
a ride. (CC) town. (CC) 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 

News (N) Jeopardy! (CC) 

ey REAL % &: THE FAMILY STONE (2005, Romance-Come- |Making Bury My |The g Saprne ‘The Second Com- 
ports With dy) Dermot Mulroney. A man introduces his uptight girl-|Heart at Wound: jing” Phil refuses Tony's offer of a 

Bryant Gumbel |friend to his family. A ‘PG-13' (CC) ed Knee "[oompromise n (cd) 

THE FAST AND | x * THE DUKES OF HAZZARD a vanety) (4s) * x KINDERGARTEN COP (1990, Comedy) 
THE FURIOUS: |Johnny Knoxville. The Duke cousins ue 0 foil a mold Schwarzenegger. A two-fisted L.A. cop poses 
TOKYO DRIFT |scheme by Boss Hogg. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) as a kindergarten teacher.  ‘PG-13' (CC) 
6:30) *% ME- | %»% BECAUSE OF WINN-DIXIE (2005, Drama) Annasophia Robb, Jeff REAL Sports With Bryant Gumbel 
(rons Daniels, Cicely Tyson. An adopted : changes a lonely ails lite {A (Cc) : 
(1998) ‘PG-13' |'PG’ (CC) 

(is % % JUST MY LUCK (2006, Romance- comedy % * & ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND (2004, Ro- | 
indsay Lohan. A charmed woman suffers a reversal of|mance- ony) Jim Carrey, Kate Winslet, Kirsten Dunst. A couple erase 

fortune. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) the memories of their relationship. 1 ‘R’ (Cc) Ci te 
fm wk ("3 * * : X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (2006, Action) Hugh Jackman, | x & ALI G INDAHOUSE ae 

C) 
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| WPIX Loves Raymond |cards gets Weevil arested; Keith 
| “Ray's Ring’ —_|debates Vinnie. (N) (CC) 

Jeopardy (N)) [Dr Phil 0 (CC)     
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E ae atrick Stewart, lan McKellen, A cure for mutations divides the X-Men. (/Comedy) Sacha Baron Cohen, 
(1988) ‘R’ (CC) |‘PG-13" Michael Gambon, ORCC) 

(:20) % % PHAT GIRLZ (2006, Comedy) Mo'Nique, | * * ENTRAPMENT (1999, Action) Sean Connery, Catherine Zeta-Jones, 
Jimmy Jean-Louis, Godfrey. Two large women look for ving Rhames. A woman tries to thwart a burglar on Dec. 31, 1999. 4 

  

  

love. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) PG-13' (CC) | 
(:00) * * &» CAPOTE (2005, Biography) Philip Sey- |The Tudors “Episode 8" (iTV) Hen- |Penn & Teller: |x» 10THAND | 
mour Hoffman. iTV. Writer Truman Capote researches jry’s petition. M (CC) Bulls...! Nuclear |WOLF (2006, | 
a family’s murder. 1 ‘R’ (CC) power. (CC) Drama) iTV. ‘R’   
  

(6:10) % %% FRANCES (1982, Bi- 
ography) Jessica Lange, Kim Stan- 
ley. Premiere. 1 ‘R’ ict) 

   & JIMINY GLICK IN LALAWOOD (2004, Comedy) | x * THE HONEYMOONERS | 
Martin Short. A ce er ene becomes tangled |(2005, Comedy) Cedric the Enter- 
in a murder case. 1 (CC) tainer. O ‘PG-13' (CC) |       
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Sir Jack Hayward gives away his 
stake in soccer club for just $20 

ly $60 million) investment. 
“All of the £30 million will be used 

for the benefit of Wolves. Sir Jack is 

making this gift for the benefit of the 

club and in order to secure the future 

of the club on a long-term basis,” said 

the club. 
“It is intended that the new capital, 

over a period of time, will be used to 

help re-establish Wolves as a Premier- 

ship club.” 
To maintain stability, Morgan has decid- 

Morgan bought all Sir Jack’s ed to retain Wolves’ current manager Mick 

shares for just £10, roughly $20, | McCarthy and chief executive Jez Mox- 

after his bid to buy Liverpool ey. 

_FC€ fell through. : Sir Jack remains life president with his 

For Sir Jack, one of the king- grandson Rupert joining the board. The 

pins behind the development of deal is expected to be completed next 

Grand Bahama, Wolves were a month. 

lifelong passion. 
But during his long financial 

involvement with the club, he 
was never able to restore its for- 

mer glory. 
Now it’s hoped Morgan’s 

deep pockets, and keen inter- 
est in Wolves’ fortunes, will help 

propel the Midlands side back 
into the big time. 

In the 1950s, Wolves were 

one of England’s top sides, 
but the club has floundered 
over much of the last half-cen- 
tury. 
However, a club statement 

said: “Morgan not only has the 
best interests of the club at 

heart, but has the resources to 

return the club to its former 
greatness.” 
Morgan made his fortune 

from the development firm 
Redrow. He is now chairman 

of the Bridgemere Group. 
He is a keen soccer sup- 

porter who twice tried to buy 

Liverpool, his hometown club, 

but “lost patience” with the 
Anfield board when he said 
the club needed to be frank 

about the cost of its new sta- 

dium. : 
Wolves said Sir Jack’s deci- 

sion was in line with his promise 
to step aside for the right per- 
son. 

He had taken the “unprece- 

dented step” of giving his shares 

to Morgan for a nominal £10 in 

return for a £30 million (rough- 

  

SIR Jack Hayward, the 

Freeport-based tycoon, has sold 

all his shares in his lifelong pas- 
sion for just $20 - so long as the 

buyer puts his money where his 

mouth is. 
Sir Jack sold his controlling 

stake in Wolves, the English 

soccer club, to multi-millionaire 

Steve Morgan on condition that 
the new owner invests $60 mil- 
lion in its future. 

         
      

  
   

    

  

@ STEVE Morgan 
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@ WOLVES midfielder Karl Henry, right, battles for the ball with West Bromwich Albion’s 

Robert Koren, during their Fourth Round FA Cup on Sunday, January 28 , 2007 

(Photo: AP/Simon Dawson) 

14 WINNING ENTRIES WILL APPEAR IN BAHAMAS FIRST'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 2008 CALENDAR 

WINNING ENTRIES WILL RECEIVE A GIFT CERTIFICATE VALUED AT $500 EACH 

ENTRY DEADLINE IS JUNE 22, 2007 

JIRULES::. : 
1. Bahamas First's 25th Anniversary Calendar Photo Contest is open to all 

photographers and has the title “The Bahamas at Play". Photographs may be of 

any subject or scene that illustrates the theme. Al photographs must be taken in 

The Bahamas. 

9. The winning photographs, along 

reproduction rights attached ther 

Baharnas First and the compx 

the future. 

10. Employees of Bahamas First: its af 
2. Deadline for entries is June 22, 2007 ; 

3. All entries are to be delivered to Bahamas First General Insurance's office, members are not eligible. 

#32 Collins Avenue, Nassau, N.P, between 9 am and § pm, weekdays only . Name 

Envelopes should be marked “Calendar Contest”. | Tek Business Home TL) iiss i, 

4. All entries must be accompanied by an official entry form available at Bahamas First P.O. Box Street address ew 

offices or when published in newspapers. Signature__— 

5. Only colour images in horizontal format will be considered. Images must be provided as Date No. of photos entered ss (maxin um of 5) 

digital images on CD. Digital images must be of high quality (2700 x 2100 pixels or larger). | qgree that in the event one or more of my ph airs is selected as 

Digital images showing any signs of photo manipulation, resolution enhancement or ~ @ winner in the 2008 Bahamas First 25th Anniversary Calendar Photo is 

compression will be rejected. To ensure the best colour reproduction, digital images Contest it will become the property of Bahamas First General Insurance E 

should be supplied in RAW, TIFF or high quality JPEG and in the original colour format the Company and | assign to Bahamas First all rights pertaining to its use in , 

camera uses (LAB or RGB}. All entries must be supplied with prints which will be used in any way whatsoever. | also confirm that the photos entered in this 

the judging process. The photographer's name and photo subject should be written on contest were taken in The Bahamas by the undersigned and have not 2% 

the CD and on the reverse of the print. been previously published. i} 

6. Judging of entries will be based on creativity, imagery, composition, colour, originality 

and quality of photograph. The photos selected will appear in Bahamas First’s 25th Return with photos to: - 

Anniversary 2008 calendar. The decision of the judges will be final. 25th Anniversary Calendar Contest 

7. All entries are submitted at the owner's risk. It is the company’s intention to return all Bahamas First 

entries in their original condition. However, Bahamas First will assume no liability for any P.O. Box 6238 

: loss, damage or deterioration. 32 Collins Avenue pia 

. Agift certificate valued at $500 will be presented for each of the photographs selected. Nassau, N.P G9. 

a BAHAMAS FIRST 
More than one entry from a single photographer may be selected. Photographic credits 

will be given in the calendar. The number of entries per photographer is limited to a 

maximum of five photos. 

  

    
    

      

    
          

    

   

  

FIRST (N INSURANCE, TODAY, TOMORROW. oe § 
ses San Si 4 pega a Entry deadline June 22, 2007 

   

 



  

PAGE 12, TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2007 

  

On Saurday Mey 12, 2007, the 

Mall at Mazathon Centre Court 

was inundated by an anxious 
crov.d who were more than as 

willing, to give a gift that keeps on 
giving. Members of ~ 

to ‘domate blood to we Blood 
Bank of PMH. To show 

- appreciation for those braving the 
needle, BTC offered opportunities 
for blood donators to, win ee 
from. the BIC grab. bags. 2B 

_ gph ne wee filed wth sre 

    

YOUR CONNECTION-TO 
t 

Aahivee. Supervisor ‘PMH Blood 

Bank, this was the best initiative 

ever by a business organization, 
“the response ‘was over 

whelming. Although, the blood 

drive only lasted seven hours One 

Hundred and Sixteen units of 

blood was collected, This 

amount was only a few units shy 

of the amount collected during 

the two-day blood drive for the 

Sea Hauler tragedy, Mrs, Azikiwe 

© stated that the blood bank 

at : PMH had been at its lowest 

levels for the past few weeks and 

» had been completed depleted due 

to an emergency two days prior. 

blood. pressure, 

cholesterol testing, On behalf of 

  

WORLD 

After testing it was ane 

that out of the One Hundred and 

Sixteen units collected Sixty Eight 

units were O positive, This. 

means that these units can be used - 

to assists patients of all blood — 

types. In addition to the blood | 

drive staff members from PMH 

also performed complementary 

glucose and 

the Board of Director, Executive 

Manag ge-ment and staff of BT Cc 

the staff and patients of PMH we 

thank the public for their support 

and. their awareness of the 
importance of giving blood, 
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Farm’s closure to 

cost $2m revenue 
New Providence-based Sunshine Farms’ end-June closure to 

cost 18 jobs, and impact Bahamas’ ability to be self-sufficient 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

New Providence-based 
poultry farm is set to close 
at the end of June with the 
loss of 18 jobs and $2 mil- 
lion in per annum rey- 

enues, dealing a futher blow to Bahamian 
self-sufficiency in food production and busi- 

ness ownership. 
Chris Lowe, of Sunshine Farms, con- 

firmed that the business which was set up in 

1954 - some 52-and-a-half years ago - was 

due to cease production and close down 

at the end of next month. 
When asked why, he said: “It’s mainly to 

do with...... just everything. It’s a shame 

that a business that has been around for 52- 

and-a-half years is going to close its doors, 

but no one in the Bahamas cares about 

agriculture. 
“I’m in the process of selling-off the old 

birds now, and by the end of June we 

should be all said and done.” 
A major factor behind Sunshine Farms’ 

closure has been the flood of imported 

eggs into the Bahamian market, with other 

poultry farmers alleging that some food 

stores preferred to stock on their shelves 

the foreign eggs because, as imports, they 

were able to get around price controls. In 

turn, they could be sold to consumers at 

SEE page 7 

Multi-million investments depend on port decision 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

TWO multi-million dollar 
investment projects are depen- 
dent on the relocation of down- 
town Nassau’s shipping facili- 
ties to the proposed port at 
Clifton, and subsequent reloca- 
tion of the South-West Road 
that services it, meaning the 
impact from any decision the 
new FNM government takes on 
thé*project extends far beyond 
the downtown revitalisation ini- 
tiative. _ 

A key component of the 

Christie administration’s port 
relocation plan was to re-route 
the South West Road, which 

currently takes it through the 

middle of both the still-closed 
South Ocean Golf & Beach 
Resort and proposed $1.4 bil- 
lion Albany project, to a new 
route through the centre of New 

Providence. 
This would ultimately link 

Gladstone Road to the PLP 
administration’s proposed new 
port, which was to be situated 

Fidelity creates 
private equity 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

FIDELITY Merchant Bank 
& Trust has created a private 
equity vehicle to invest in com- 
pany buyouts and turnarounds, 
with capital markets players 
yesterday telling The Tribune 

they saw “good opportunities” 
for such funds to participate in 
such deals given the succession 
issues facing many family- 
owned Bahamian companies. 

Michael Anderson, president 
of Fidelity Merchant Bank & 
Trust, which will be renamed 

Royal Fidelity once regulators 
approve the purchase of a 50 
per cent stake by Royal Bank 
of Canada, explained that the 
institution had set-up Fidelity 

& fund vehicle 
Analysts spot ‘good 

opportunities’ for such 

funds in Bahamian 

buyout market 

Private Equity Invéstments Ltd 

last year “as an investment 
company underlying the mer- 
chant bank”. 

Mr Anderson said the first 
acquisition it had participated 
in was the $54 million purchase 
of Winn-Dixie’s 78 per cent 
majority stake in Bahamas 

Supermarkets. 
Fidelity Private Equity 

Investments Ltd would contin- 

SEE page 2 

  

‘| HUBERT INGRAHAM 

between Commonwealth Brew- 
ery and the Bahamas Electrici- 

ty Corporation (BEC) power 
plant at Clifton. 

It would also take the South- 
West Road around the pro- 
posed Albany and South Ocean 
projects, making them viable. 

Without the road re-routing, 
both projects would have to 
contend with heavy freight traf- 

fic lumbering through their sites 
as it made its way to the BEC 

‘No injunction appeal’ 

over Guana Cay 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

OPPONENTS of the $175 
million Baker’s Bay Golf & 
Ocean Club will not appeal the 
Court of Appeal’s decision to 
decline their request for an 

injunction forcing the develop- 

ers to stop work, their attorney 
told The Tribune yesterday, 
while the court considers its 
judgement on the substantive 
merits of their case. 

Fred Smith, who represents 

the Save Guana Cay Reef Asso- 

ciation, said the lobby group 
would not appeal the injunction 
issue to the Privy Council, due 
to both the drain on financial 
resources this would cause and 
the fact that the Court of | 
Appeal rendered judgements 
relatively quickly. 

“At this time, there is no 
intention to appeal the refusal 
to grant the injunction,” Mr 

Smith said. “Obviously, the 
Save Guana Cay Reef Associa- 

tion is very disappointed that - 
we did not get the injunction, 

[but] the reality i is that the Court 
of Appeal is very prompt in 
delivering its judgements, ad the 
resources of the the Associa- 

tion are limited. 
“Although they are passion- 

ate about protecting the envi- 
ronment, we can only do so 

much at any one time.” 

The refusal to grant the 
injunction means that the Bak- 
er’s Bay developers, San Fran- 

cisco-based Discovery Land 
Company, are free to proceed 
with work on their project, 
which includes a boutique hotel, 

some 400 residential properties, 
180-slip marina, golf course and 
community village, at least until 

the Court of Appeal rules on 
the merits of the Association’s 
case. 
Whatever the eateomes it 

appears that the case is destined 
for the Privy Council. 

Mr Smith said that if the 
Association sought to appeal 

the injunction decision now, it 
would have to go back to the 
Court of Appeal to apply for 
leave to go to the Privy Council. 
If this was granted, they would 

then have to file an appeal, set- 
tle the record and lodge all rel- 
evant documents with the court 

in London. 
Apart from the expense 

incurred in doing this, Mr Smith 
added that any appeal could not 
be an ex-parte hearing, with just 
the Association present. The 

respondents in the case, Dis- 

covery Land Company and the 
Government, would also have 

to be represented. 
And by the time all this hap- 

pened, Mr Smith said it was 
quite possible that the Court of 
Appeal would have given its 
decision on the merits of the 
case. 

The Association’s attorney 
added that should the courts 
ultimately decide in its favour, 
the Government and Discovery 
Land Company would put 
everything back as it had previ- 

ously been. 
“It is not the best outcome 

for Guana Cay; we would have 

preferred to get the injunc- 

LOR ssi Mr Smith said........ 
“We are ‘forging on by the skin 
of our teeth, and god-willing we 
will have our day in court. We 
look forward to the Court of 

SEE page 7 

power plant and ewes: some- 
thing that would render both 

developments as ‘non-starters’. 

It is understood that both the 
Albany and South Ocean 
investors have agreed to finance 
construction of the new road, 
but the final decision on 
whether to proceed lies with the 
FNM administration under 
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra- 
ham. 

The new government will also 

have the task of deciding 

whether to close on the com- 

pulsory acquisition of land that 

is needed for the new port road, 
the process of purchasing these 

properties having begun under 
the former PLP administration. 

Prior to the May 2 general 

election, the then-government 
announced that, via compulsory 

acquisition, it had taken pos- 

session of land in New Provi- 
dence forthe new port road. 

The Prime Minister’s office 
issued a government notice on 
March 16, 2007, that the land 

had been appropriated by the 

Minister responsible for the 

Patricia 

acquisition and disposition of 
Lands (the Prime Minister) for 
“the public purpose, namely 

construction, of public roads 
and for uses related thereto”. 

In the notice, the Office of 

the Prime Minister said that 

possession of the land should 
be obtained before payment is 
made to the rightful claimants. 

According to the notice, the 

Government was looking to 
acquire 14 plots of land near 
the BEC Power Line Reserve 

and its surrounding areas for 
the new port road. 

However, The Tribune under- 

stands that the Government has 
yet to compensate landowners 
whose land is being acquired, 
leaving the FNM to deal with 
this issue. —- 

Prime Minister Hubert Ingra- 

ham, after first appearing to 
state that the Clifton port plan 
had “gone with the previous 
administration”, then left the 
door open to it in a subsequent 

SEE page 6 

Real Estate Agent 

EASTERN ROAD WATERFRONT #2351: Seaside 3,756 sq. 

ft. 4-bedroom 3-bath island home with |24-foot water frontage and 

breathtaking views of Rose, Athol and Paradise Islands. Open floor 

plan with vaulted, tray and beam ceilings throughout. Master suite 

with sitting room and ensuite bath. Lush foliage, $1,400,000. 

Virginia. Damianos@SothebysRealty.com 242.322.2305 

Sotheby's 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

\W Damianos 

SIRbahamas.com +t 242.322.2305 f 242.322.2033 

Fidelity MoneyBack Mortgage 

The Fidelity MoneyBack Mortgage rebates a portion of your monthly 

mortgage payment into an investment account for you. At Mutya tet le be end, 

he could have over $100, IMM etme ate ltr home ownership. 
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* Based on a $200,000, 30 year term mortgage with a monthly rebate invested in the Fidelity Bahamas Growth au te a Le 

and assuming the Fund will have an average annual return of at least 8% during the life of the mortgage. 

Conditions apply. 

Choose Wisely, 
Choose Fidelity. 
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Hotel body hopes minister will address fish limits 
@ By CARA BRENNEN-BETHEL 

Tribune Business Reporter 

  

he Bahamas Hotel Associa- 
tion is eager to work with 
the new minister of tourism, 
Neko Grant, its president 

said yesterda,y noting that there are 
several major areas of concern they 
would like addressed. 

Speaking with The Tribune, Russell 
Miller said the BHA would like the 
new administration to take a closer 

fishing catch limits that were enacted 
earlier this year under the Christie 
Administration. 

Those limits drastically reduced the 
amount of fish sportsmen could catch 
and take out of the Bahamas. The for- 
mer minister of agriculture and marine 
eesources, Leslie Miller, had aggres- 
sively endorsed this, saying it would 
preserve the environment for future 
generations and prevent overfishing. 

However, this caused an uproar in 
the sports fishing industry, with US 
sportsmen calling for a boycott of the 

Bahamas because they felt the limited 
catch allowances did not justify the 
money spent in gas, docking fees and 
living accommodations to come here. 

Mr Miller said yesterday he hoped 
the Ministry of Tourism would look 
into the matter. 

He added that he looked forward to 
working with the ministry on a joint 
taskforce to address what he considers 
to be one of the biggest challenges cur- 
rently facing the industry, worker train- 
ing. 

Mr Miller said a plan has to be put in 

place to ensure that as the hotel indus- 
try expands, there are sufficient quali- 
fied and skilled workers to staff the 
various tourism properties. 

He added that he was looking for- 
ward to meeting with Mr Grant in the 
next few weeks to discuss the estab- 
lishment of a Tourism Corporation. 

Mr Grant has urged NewProvi- 
dence/Paradise Island, to generate a 
greater level of repeat visitor business 
that matched the Family Islands, with. 
the former’s 51.8 per cent repeat vis- 
itor rate well below the 65.7 per cent 

Family Island average. 
In addition to revitalising his native 

Grand Bahama, the new minister says 
his goals are to focus on upgrading the 
Lynden Pindling International Airport, 
improving the infrastructure at the 
Prince George Dock and its Welcome 
Centre to give cruise ship passengers:a 
better first impression of the Bahamas; 
perhaps standardising the taxi fleet and 
developing a code of conduct and ser- 
vice standards”, and the development 
of new tours encompassing Over-the- 
Hill historic sites. look at the amendments to the sports- 
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Credit Suisse Private Banking is one of the world's premier private banks, It is setting new standards 

which go beyond traditional banking services. Our dedicated and highly qualified staff provides our clien- 
tele with comprehensive solutions in individual investment counseling and advisory services. Our total 
commitment is always to our clients and we focus without compromise on their financial well-being and 

their personal values, 

  

    

  

     
  
    

  

irements: 

   A minimum of five (5) years experience in banking with a large international institution 

- Knowledge of trading, trade reconciliation, custody business and securities markets wih particu- 
lar emphasis on emerging market derivative instruments 

- Ability to speak and write in Portuguese fluently in order to converse with clients directly and 
process documentation internally 

Deep knowledge and working experience with Microsoft products (including access, excel, etc.) 

  

        
    
    
   

Must have working knowledge’of GLOBUS application 

    

Must be familiar with EUROCLEAR procedures and have deep knowledge of EUCLID applica- 

tion. 

    

   Significant experience in an extremely active and dynamic operational environment 

- Comprehensive knowledge of operational and information technology principles, practices and 
processes sufficient to interpret/analyze complex i issues and develop innovative solutions. to yes 
challenges effecting the business unit Evang Bona 

- Strong problem solving and decision-making skills. 

   

        
    

  

- _ Strong interpersonal, oral and written communications 5 skils 

Possess a confident and outgoing personality 

  

    
      Key Duties & Responsibilities will include: 

- Co-ordinate day-to-day operations functions of the main office 

- Oversee various Management functions; pa the ae re and Safe custody 
_ areas 

  

     
    

  

   

Risk Nenageinent and liaise with managers to ensure maintenance of standards 

    

Applications should be faxed to: 
Human Resources Department 

Fax: 302-6398 

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS IS MAY 25, 2007 
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Fidelity creates private 
Teas Lure mo pblale 

FROM page 1 

~ we to be used as a vehicle to 
raise capital from private 
investors, he said, and give them 
access to and participation in 
deals to acquire major Bahami- 
an companies. 

“It was the first foray into pri- 
vate equity, and that [Fidelity 
Private Equity Investments Ltd] 
was the vehicle for Fidelity to 
invest in BSL Holdings and 
Bahamas Supermarkets,” Mr 
Anderson said. 

“There is no doubt that there 
is room for a Bahamian private 
equity player in this market.” 

He added that any Bahamas- 
based private equity fund that 
participated in the domestic 
Bahamian market would have 
to be wholly Bahamian-owned 
and funded to minimise Invest- . 
ments Board and exchange con- 
trol approval issues. 

As a result, Fidelity Private 
Equity Investments Ltd had 
been set up as a fund structure, 
although not classified as a fund. 
While Fidelity Merchant Bank 
& Trust held the management 
and voting shares, it did not 
own the income-generating or 
ownership shares. 

“There’s good opportunities 
here for private equity funds to 
participate in various deals,” Mr 
Anderson said: “There’s lots of 
businesses here that are not par- 
ticularly well-managed, and are 

still owned through family struc- 
tures.” 

Businesses 

Many Bahamian-owned busi- 
nesses have recently, and will 
continue, to face succession 
issues, where children do not 
want to, or lack the expertise, to 
take over businesses that were 
started and run by their parents. 

Such ownership structures are 
also likely to find their ability to 
generate extra capital when the 
need arises limited, and a 
Bahamas-based private equity 
fund could bring in both capital 
and a new management team, 
ensuring “a better product and 
a more efficient business”. 

“The pros of an organised 
private equity player are that 

i they bring a disciplined 

ON THE CAMPUS OF THE 

« approach to business; taking a 
business that is under-perform- 
‘ing or not able to do much more 
in terms or growth, and mov- 
ing it forward,” Mr Anderson 
said. 

Private 

Bahamas-based private equi- 
ty funds, which participate in 
the domestic economy, have: 
been a key missing ingredient 
from the Bahamian capital mar- 
kets. 

Until funds that in invest in 
stocks and shares, private equi- 
ty funds acquire companies that 
they usually believe are under- 
performing, poorly managed or 
have significant upside poten- 
tial untapped. They then para- 
chute in a management team 
charged with turning the busi- 
ness around, and exit the invest- , 
ment by either selling the com- . 
pany on or taking it public via 
an initial public offering (IPO). 

Private equity funds raise 
capital from high net-worth 
individuals, institutional 
investors and pension funds, 
and often seek returns on their 
investment as high as 20 per 
cent per annum. They are dif- 
ferent from venture capital 
funds, such ‘as the one estab- 
lished by the Bahamian gov- 
ernment, because these instead 
invest in business start-ups, not 
established companies. 

In the Bahamian market, 
apart from Fidelity’s fund, there 
have been no attempts to set 
up a true private equity fund. 
While there have been a num- 
ber of private equity-type deals, 
they often rely on the buyer to 
be approached or identify the 
opportunity. Then then have to 
round-up fellow investors and 
capital to ensure the deal hap- 
pens, rather than having a fund 
ready to go. 

Examples of private equity- 
type deals in the Bahamas, 
apart from BSL Holdings, 
would be the KLG Investments - 
acquisition of Aquapure and 
the purchase of John S George 
by Ken Hutton and his John S 
George consortium. 

Larry Gibson, vice-president 
of pensions for Colonial Pen- 
sions (Bahamas), said yester- 

OPEN 

  

day that a major issue with 
many private equity-type deals ~ 
in the Bahamas to date is that 
they have involved too much 
bank debt in financing the initial 
purchase, which makes achiev- 
ing returns on equity and exiting 
the investment much more dif- 
ficult. 

“TI think there would be peo- 
ple who would subscribe to that 
and be involved in that,” Mr 
Gibson said of a Bahamas- 
based private equity fund. “I 
think that’s something that’s 
needed, and I think it would be 
fairly well received.” 

He said the only questions 
would be who managed a pri- 
vate equity fund, and who 
would invest in it. 

Mr Gibson said that while 
private equity funds typically 
made capital available and 
“make things happen a lot 
quicker”, the downside was that 
in their drive to generate profits 
for investors, they were very 
aggressive in effecting turn- 
arounds and could “slash and 
burn”, creating short-term dis- 
locations by making a number 
of workers redundant and 

ket. 

Management 
Finding a good management - 

team for the companies a 
Bahamian private equity firm 
took over was also key, Mr Gib- 
son said, adding that as a matter 
of economic policy the Gov- 
ernment should look at encour- 
aging joint ventures. between 
major investors, such as Kerzn- 
er and Baha Mar, and such 
funds. 

Private equity funds are 
already heavily involved in the 
international sector of the - 
Bahamian economy, several 
funds having financed Kerzner 
International’s ‘going private’ 
transaction. Many funds also 
have ownership stakes in other 
Bahamian hotels. 

Ken Kerr, head of Provi- 
dence Advisors, yesterday also 
told The Tribune that while a 
private equity fund could work 
in the Bahamian economy, “the 
question is the quality deal flow 
and availability of capital”. 

COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS 
(JUST OFF TUCKER ROAD) 

TO THE COLLEGE STUDENTS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

MONDAY - THURSDAY 7A.M. 
FRIDAY - SATURDAY 7A. mM. - 
SUNDAY - CLOSED 

9 P.M. 
10 P.M. 

PHONE: 323-0609 / 322-7294. .€ 322-7309   

putting them on the job mar-
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S&P 500 
passes 

record 

close 
BY MADLEN READ 

. Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Wall Street 
reached another milestone dur- 
ing a muted session Monday, 
when the Standard & Poor’s 500 
index briefly passed its record 
close of 1,527.46 for the first 
time in more than seven years. 

The S&P 500, considered by — 
market professionals the best 
indicator of stock performance, 
surpassed the mark shortly after 
noon following news of a fresh 
spate of takeover deals. The — 
broad market index has lagged _ 
the Dow Jones industrial aver- | 
age in recovering from Wall 
Street’s prolonged slump earlier 
this decade. 

The S&P 500 rose as high as 
1,529.87, then edged back to 
1,525.10, up 2.35, or 0.15 percent, 

_as cautious investors locked in 
some profits after weeks of 
gains. The index’s advance was 

_ driven by buying in non-tech- 
nology sectors such as energy, 

- materials, industrials and finan- 
cials, S&P data showed. It is still 

_ well below its all-time trading 
high of 1,552.87 set on March 24, 
2000, the same day the index 

8 ete D its record close. . 
‘The Dow retreated modestly 

* after venturing further into 
- record territory earlier in the 
day. The blue chip index fell 
13.65, or 0.10 percent, to 
13,542.88 after hitting an intra- 4 

_ day high of 13,586.03. 
_ The Nasdaq composite index 

rose 20.34, or 0.80 percent, to 
_ 2,578.79, after reaching a six- 

. year high of 2,587.87. The index 
Cae as Amazon.com’s stock _ 
_ saw big gains, and as investors _ 

bought up small-cap stocks, — 
_ which have been trailing large- _ 
cap stocks this year. 

e ~The Russell 2000 index of _ 
smaller companies rose 9.99, or | 
a 21 percent, to 833.65, a new — 
- record close. 

In early 2000, all the major 
stock market indicators reached 
record highs, only to be dragged 

_ down by the end of the dot-com 
‘boom, recession, the 2001 terror © 
attacks and a series of corporate 
scandals including the collapse 

»-ofEnron, TheS&P 500 fell to a 
ow of 776.76 in October 2002 at 
the depths of a three-year bear 

_-market on Wall Street. 
The’ market recovered 
slowly, but it wasn’t until last 
October that the more widely 
recognized Dow Jones indus- 
trial average surpassed its own 
previous closing high of 

© 11,722.98. The Dow has gone on 
» to barrel past 13,000 as Wall 
© Street rallies on a mixture of 
} corporate takeover news, 

respectable earnings and hopes 
- for an interest rate cut. 

i After 24 record closes for the 
i Dow this year, the S&P has 

_ finally caught up, 
“This is new territory, but 

_ more importantly it serves asa 
» reminder that the three broad 
: indices are doing well. That 
* should be the focus,” said 
; Arthur Hogan, chief market 
' analyst at Jefferies & Cox , 
3 The Nasdaq, however, is 
pe oalikely to reclaim its record 

close of 5,048.62 anytime soon. 
fi _ The index was overinflated by 
;. investors eager to grab any 
. high-tech stock. 

_ Advancing issues outnum- 
» bered decliners by about,.3 to 2 
“on the New York Stock 
» Exchange. Consolidated volume 
. came to 3.48 billion shares, up 

) from 2.92 billion Friday. 
' Overseas, Japan’s Nikkei 

. stock average rose 0.90 percent. 
_ Britain’s FTSE 100 slipped 0.06 
percent, Germany’s DAX index 

' added 0.15 percent, and France’s 
. CAC-40 fell 0.18 percent. 
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Alltel agrees to buyout for $24.8 billion 
BY TOM PARSONS 
Associated Press 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A pair of 

investment firms have agreed to 
acquire Alltel, the fifth-biggest U.S. 
wireless company and owner of the 
nation’s largest geographic network, 
in a deal worth $24.8 billion. 

The telecommunications company 
announced Sunday that it had signed 
an agreement to be acquired by TPG 
Capital, formerly Texas Pacific 
Group, and GS Capital Partners, a 
subsidiary of Goldman Sachs. The 
investors also agreed to take on All- 
tel’s $2.7 billion in debt. 

“This transaction delivers sub- 
stantial and certain value to our 
shareholders while providing the 

| Information Service. 

Prices are up 33.7 cents from a 
month ago and 30.4 cents from a 
year ago, as demand remains 
strong, and a-spate of planned and 
unexpected refinery shutdowns 

| have constricted supply. 
“As we start a new week, we 

have an insanely bullish market — 
which has already advanced to 
absurdly high levels,” Cameron 

| Hanover’s Peter Beutel wrote ina 
research report. “We are running 
seven weeks behind normal this 
refinery turnaround season, after 

taking an extra seven or eight 
weeks in the fall to maintain refin- 
erles.” 

The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration reported last week 
that gasoline inventories — while 
increasing to 195.2 million barrels 
for the week ended May 12 — are 
still well below the average for this 
time of year. The U.S. peak driving 
season, meanwhile, is set to begin 
this long Memorial Day weekend. 

Gasoline futures for June deliv- 
| ery slipped less than a penny to 
| settle at $2.4013 per gallon on the 

New York Mercantile Exchange. 
Light, sweet crude for June 

delivery jumped $1.33 to $66.27 per 
barrel on the Nymex after earlier 

  

company with long-term partners 
who share our commitment to our 
customers, employees and the com- 
munities we serve,” Scott Ford, All- 

tel’s chief executive, said. 
“This transaction also ensures our 

customers can continue to rely on 
Alltel to deliver high-quality service 
and leading edge products and ser- 
vices.” 

The deal, if approved by share- 
holders and regulators, is expected to 
close during the fourth quarter of this 
year or the first three months of 2008, 
Alltel said. 

Alltel has about 12 million cell- 
phone customers, mainly in the 
South, West and Midwest. That ranks 
it fifth in number of customers, after 

Cingular, Verizon, Sprint and T-Mo- 
bile, but the company’s service “foot- 
print” is larger than any of those 
rivals, Ford said. 

The agreement calls for the two 
investment firms to acquire all of the 
outstanding common stock of Alltel 
for $71.50 per share in cash. Accord- 
ing to Alltel, that represents a 23 per- 
cent premium over Alltel’s share 
price before word of a possible buy- 
out first appeared in the media on 
Dec. 29. 

Trading in Alltel’s stock closed 
Friday at $65.21, down 14 cents from 
the day before. The $71.50 per share 
buyout price would represent a pre- 
mium of only about 10 percent over 
Friday’s share price. 

Ford said that the buyout price is 
“a 10 percent premium over a price 
that clearly anticipated this outcome” 
after scores of articles had been writ- 
ten about Alltel’s prospects in the 
first months of this year. 

The announcement was the sec- 
ond in a week of a buyout of a corpo- 
ration based at Little Rock to be taken 
private by the new owners. On 
Wednesday, data-management firm 
Acxiom announced it was to be 
acquired in a buyout worth about 
$2.25 billion. 

Ford said that the Alltel deal 
resulted from “a very thoughtful, 
very careful, very thorough review” 
over several months by the Alltel 
board. 

PETROLEUM 

  
FILLING UP: A driver gets gas at a Hess station in Collegeville, Pa., on Monday, as retail gasoline 

prices climbed to another record. / 

RECORD GAS PRICE — 
GASOLINE PRICES AT THE PUMP SET NEW HIGH 

AT $3.196 PER GALLON; CRUDE FUTURES JUMP 

BY STAN CHOE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Retail gasoline prices climbed to another record 

Monday, while crude oil futures jumped above $66 per barrel amid 

concerns about gasoline supply heading into the peak summer driving 

| season. A gallon of regular unleaded costs an average of $3.196 across 

the country, up from $3.178 on Sunday, according to AAA and Oil Price 

falling as low as $64.45. Brent 
crude for July delivery added $1.07 
to. $70.49 on the ICE Futures 
exchange in London. 

Citigroup Global Markets 
energy analyst Tim Evans said 
there was no one reason for the 
jump in crude prices, which fol- 
lowed some weakness in morning 
trading. “It doesn’t have to have a 
reason,” he said. 

The June crude contract on the 
Nymex expires Tuesday, meaning 
“it only takes a stiff breeze to 
move it,” Evans said. 

Attackers in Nigeria vandalized 
an oil installation run by Total SA, 
the company said Monday. No 
injuries, kidnappings or produc- 
tion cuts were reported, though. 

The attackers caused ‘“‘a couple 
of barrel’s worth” of oil to spill, 
but production wasn’t affected, a 
Total spokeswoman said. Nigeria 
is one of the world’s largest crude 
producers, and attacks on oil 
installations have become an 
almost daily occurrence following 
elections there last month. 

The next few days likely will be 
volatile for oil and gasoline 
futures, said Jim Ritterbusch of oil 
trading advisory firm Ritterbusch 
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CALIFORNIA: High gas prices are 

posted at this Shell gas station 

in San Mateo on Monday. 

and Associates. 
The inauguration of a new pres- 

ident in Nigeria could lead to more 
violence, which would drive up 
prices. The federal government 
also will release its updated hurri- 
cane outlook. 

“That’s liable to push things 
around a bit,” Ritterbusch said. 
“We've got things going on here in 
the next few days.” 

In other Nymex trading, heat- 
ing oil futures rose 3.57 cents to 
$1.9509 a gallon while natural gas 
prices fell 3.1 cents to $7.913 per 

1,000 cubic feet. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

Court rules 
against 
consumers 
in phone - 
lawsuit 
BY PETE YOST 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Monday sided with the 
nation’s largest local phone companies 
in a lawsuit by consumers alleging anti- 
competitive business practices. 

The court ruled 7-2 that the suit 
lacked any specifics in accusing the 
companies of secretly agreeing not to 

. compete in each other’s territories for 
local telephone and high-speed Internet 

-Setvice. 

It is not enough to make a bare asser- 
’ tion of conspiracy, Justice David Souter 
wrote in the majority opinion. 

Souter said the complaint alleging 
restraint of trade “comes up short.” He 
said the consumers who filed the suit 
“have not nudged their claims across 
the line from conceivable to plausible.” 

In dissent, Justice John Paul Stevens 
objected to the lower court’s dismissal 
of the case without requiring a response 
from the phone companies. Federal 
rules, previous rulings and “sound prac- 
tice mandate that the district court at 
least require some sort of response,” 
Stevens wrote. 

The case stems from changes to the - 
telecommunications law in 1996. The 
local phone companies were to open 
their monopoly markets to competition. 
In return, they were given the opportu- 
nity to enter long-distance business. At 
the time, the four companies controlled 
more than 90 percent of the market for 
local phone service. 

The defendants were Bell Atlantic, 
BellSouth, Qwest Communications, and 
SBC Communications. Bell Atlantic is 
now Verizon and SBC bought AT&T 
and the renamed company, AT&T, 
merged with BellSouth. 

The Supreme Court decision 
“embraces an important principle about 
protecting the freedom of firms to make 
unilateral decisions on what markets to 
enter or not enter,” said John Thorne, 
senior vice president & deputy general 

counsel of Verizon Communications. 
Consumers represented by a promi- 

nent firm of plaintiffs’ attorneys sued 
when the companies kept to their own 
territories rather than competing. The 
consumers also alleged the local phone 
companies conspired to keep smaller 
companies from competing success- 
fully in the larger companies’ markets. 

The companies said there are inno- 
cent explanations; that it is understand- 
able each company would decide indi- 
vidually against devoting scarce 
resources to the risky enterprise of 

entering new markets. 
The Bush administration supported 

the phone companies, saying the law- 

suit “fails to provide concrete notice of 

the alleged wrongdoing.” Those filing 
such lawsuits, said the Justice Depart- 

ment’s solicitor general, need to be able 

to point to allegations of particular 

jointly attended meetings or to involve- 
ment of alleged conspirators in joint 

activities. 
A federal judge dismissed the case, 

saying the lawsuit contained no direct 
factual allegations that the companies 
had conspired. 

Companies with “similar informa- 
tion and economic interests will often 
reach the same business decisions,” the 
federal court said. 
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ompliance 
officers are 

_ told to assess 
regulatory issues 

m= By CARA BRENNEN- 
BETHEL 
Tribune Business 

Reporter 

ahamian compli- 
ance officers have 
been urged not to 
just focus on anti- 

. money laundering, but also 

regulatory compliance. 
Tanya McCartney, immedi- 

. ate past president of the 

.’ Bahamas Association of Com- 

pliance Officers (BACO), said 

anti-money laundering com- 

pliance may well be embod- 

ied in the concept of regulato- 

ry compliance. 
“Today, we must take a 

holistic approach to the man- 
agement of compliance 
because money laundering is 
not the only activity that pos- 

_es arisk to a financial institu- 

*. tion,” she said. 

“Ms McCartney highlighted 
eight key points in the proper 
management of compliance 
risk: liaison with regulators, 
tisk assessment, control design 
and oversight, training and 
education, compliance and 
execution, monitoring and 
testing, issues tracking and 
reporting. 

Officers should assign a risk 

to the activities that they are 

_-_-monitoring to ensure they 

’ ‘have a clear picture of their 

    
Nassau Airport 
Develooment Company 

“Today, we must take a 

holistic approach to the 

management of compliance 

because money laundering 

is not the only activity that 

poses a risk to a financial 

institution.” 

— Tanya McCartney, immediate past 

president of the Bahamas Association 

of Compliance Officers 

  

institution’s exposure, Ms 
McCartney said. 

She added that although 
the institution will always own 

the risk, and is ultimately 
responsible for determining its 

risk appetite, “compliance 
must always be the watchful 

eye, reminding of the laws, 

regulations, international poli- 

cies and controls to ensure 
that the strategic objectives of 
the business are met, but 

always within legal parame- 
ters”. 

Ms McCartney explained 
that where risk management 
draws the map, identyifng risk 
indicators and assessing the 

level of risk, outlining the 
safest and most efficient route 

to achieve the desired result, 
compliance is the backseat dri- 
ver that ensures the business 
stays on the right course and 

does not fall foul of the rules. 
Ms McCartney’s comments 

came at a Bahamas Institute 

of Financial Services seminar \~ 
last week. 

UNCLAIMED VEHICLES AT 

LYNDEN PINDLING INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The following vehicles have been in the vehicle compound at the Lynden Pindling International Airport for 

over a year and remain unclaimed, Owners will have until May 31, 2007 to claim and remove their vehicles 

after which time the vehicles will be sold or scrapped, Anyone claiming a vehicle must contact NAD at the 

address below prior to May 31, 2007, provide proof of ownership and pay towing and storage fees. 

Anyone wishing to purchase any of the vehicles which remain unclaimed after May 31% are asked to 

submit a sealed bid to the address below also by May 31, Any sale of vehicle is based on ‘as is’ and 

‘where is’ condition, Neither the Nassau Airport Development Company Limited nor the Airport Authority 

assumes any liability or responsibility for the condition of purchased vehicles. Purchasers will have 48 

hours to remove the vehicles from the compound. 

Vehicles can be viewed between noon and 2:00pm on Wednesday May 23" or Thursday May 24" at the 

compound located beside the parking exit booth for Terminal 1 (domesticfinternational) parking. 

MAKE & COLOUR — LICENSE # 

Black Nissan Sentra License # 46537 No Disc 

White Chevrolet License # 145716 Lionel Wilson 

Celebrity 

Maroon Plymouth —_License # 12373 No Disc 
Voyager Van 

Gold Toyota Yaris License # 198125 Rose Marie Sawyer 

White Suzuki License # 107103 No Disc 

Sidekick 

White Toyota License #2111 No Disc 

Corolla 

Grey Dodge License # 43808 No Disc 

Blue Chevrolet S10 License # T 24519. James Morley 

REGISTRATION CONDITION & TIME UNCLAIMED 

  

Very Poor - One Year 

Very Poor- One Year 

Fair - Two Years 

Fair - One Year 

Poor - Four Years 

Very Poor -Damaged 

Poor -Three Years 

Fair - One Year 

Nassau Airport Development Company Limited 

Attn, Parking & Ground Transportation 

P.O, Box AP-§9229 

Lynden Pindling International Airport 

Nassau, Bahamas 

TEL. # (242) 377-0209 FAX. # (242) 377-0294 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
DEFENCE FORCE RECRUITMENT EXERCISE 

CORAL HARBOUR BASE (RBDF) The Royal Bahamas Defence Force is 

presently conducting a Recruitment Exercise. Applications can be obtained at 

the Ministry of National Security 3rd Floor of the Churchill Building, Rawson 

Square. 

The deadine for submission of Applications is 25th May 2007. Commence- 

ment date for training of successful applicants is scheduled for August 2007. 

Applicants Should: 

° Be a Bahamian Citizen 

° Be between the ages of 18-25 years 

Possess a minimum of (5) BJC’s or equivalent including Math and English 

with ‘C’ passes or above. 

¢ Obtain two Character references and a Police Character Certificate. 

icants are required to ucc in all t 

¢ A Psychometric Evaluation 
e Recruitment (written) Examination (Math, English and General Knowledge) 

e Physical Fitness and Swimming Tests 

e Vetting Assessment and Medical Examination 

e Interview Assessment 

E asis fo uitme ill be pla 

¢ Strong Character and leadership qualities 

e Desire to maximize potential in a disciplined environment 

e Willingness to spend time at sea 

¢ Willingness to conduct tour of duty at satellite base on a Family Island or 

outside the Bahamas. . 

° Good Academic background 

¢ Proficiency in a second language 

e Proficiency in a musical instrument 

Interested persons may contact: 

Lieutenant Commander Gaye Major 

Personnel & Recruiting Officer 

Defence Force Headquarters 

P.O.Box N-3733 

Coral Harbour, New Providence 

  

P.O. Box, F-42654 

Freeport, Grand Bahama, Grand Bahama Island, Bahamas 

Telephone: 242-373-9550-Fax: 242-373-9551 

An upscale boutique resort featuring 93 elegant suites and 89 hotel rooms 

overlooking Bell Channel Bay, Port Lucaya and Grand Bahama Yacht Club. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Pelican Bay At Lucaya seeks to employ dynamic energetic and 

enthusastic individuals who enjoy working in the Hospitality 

Industry for the following position; 

EXPERIENCED RESERVATIONS MANAGER 

If you have extensive experience in Hotel Reservations Sales 

Systems, then this is a great career opportunity for you. The 

following is required: 

- At least three (3) years experience in supervision and training 

of reservations sales staff. 

¢ Familiarity with Epitome (PMS) System and (HIS) preferred. 

e Knowledge of constructing Rates, Packages, Promotions, 

Advertisement, and Reservation. 

¢ Knowledge of Yield Management. 

¢ Good written and oral communication and computer skills, 

along with strong attention to detail, organizational skills and 

follow-through. 

¢ Flexibility in work hours. 

Minimum qualification requires; Associate Degree in Business 

Administration or equivalent 

Applications are available at the Security Gate or e-mail: 

hr@pelicanbayhotel.com 

Deadline is May 25, 2007. 

NO TELEPHONE CALLS PLEASE! 

Application in writing only.  
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Pi a a 
Multi-million investments depend on port decision 

He added that the proposed 
port was not included in the 
briefing notes left by the for- 
mer government, and its relo- 
cation would depend on its 
“economic and financial viabil- 

ity”, according to a statement 

FROM page 1 

announcement, saying any deci- 
sion would be made in the best 

interests of Bahamians. 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

TORA VALLEY CO. LTD. 

(In Voluntary Liquidation) 

Notice is hereby given that the above-named 

Company is in disolution, which commenced on the 

18th day of May 2007. The Liquidator is Argosa Corp. 

Inc., RO.Box N-7757 Nassau, Bahamas. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 

(Liquidator) 

PRESS ALS International Architectural and 

Engineering Firm seeks young 

  

   
    

   

    

     

  

    

     
    

  

ENGINEER/ARCHITECT 
Qualifications 

+ Professional Qualification is Engineering/Architecture 
Locally and /or Internationally Licensed 

: Familiarity and Basic knowledge of Bahamas Building Code 

: Strong Computer Literacy (i.e. AutoCAD) 
qe 

A 
a 

I" 

   

    
| Dynamic, energetic and highly motivated 

Team-Player with ability to work with minimal supervision 

* Study architectural and engineering drawings and specification 

: Exceptional interpersonal skills, organizational and 

« administrative skills 

F A competitive compensation package offered commensurate 

; with qualification and experience. Send Fax: (242) 327-8126 or 

- e-mail to forbes.vanessa@ gmail.com 

   

Legal Notice 

_NOTICE_ 
INT ERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANIES 

ACT 

(No.45 of 2000) 

JARGON PRODUCTIONS LIMITED 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 137 (4) 

of the International Business Companies Act (No. 45 of 2000), 

JARGON PRODUCTIONS LIMITED has been dissolved and 

struck off the Register according to the Certificate of Dissolution 

issued by the Registrar General on the 10th day of May, 2007. 
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Hugh Alan Durell 

ist Floor, 17 Bond Street, 

St. Helier, Jersey 

JE23NP _ 

Liquidator 
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Pricing Information As Of: 

Monday, 21 May 2007 

Abaco Markets 

Bahamas Property Fund 

Bank of Bahamas 

Benchmark 
Bahamas Waste 

Fidelity Bank 
Cable Bahamas 

Colina Holdings 
Commonwealth Bank 
Consolidated Water BDRs 

Doctor's Hospital 

Famguard 

Finco 

FirstCaribbean 

Focol 

Freeport Concrete 

ICD Utilities 
J. S. Johnson 

Premier Ri 

Bahamas Supermarkets 

Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 8.00 

0.45 

  

issued by his office. 
Relocation of the shipping 

facilities from Bay Street to 
Clifton is seen as critical to revi- 
talising downtown Nassau and 
Bay Street, and effecting the 
transformation of the har- 
bourfront between Arawak Cay 
and Fort Montagu. 

Tanya Wright, the Bahamas 
Chamber of Commerce presi- 
dent, told The Tribune: “The 

issue is much larger than an 
issue for the shipping compa- 
nies, the people who own the 
land and the Bay Street mer- 
chants. 

“The plan means greater 
access to, and chance for diver- 

sification, of this important busi- 
ness district that plays such a 
significant role in the economy 
of the Bahamas. That means 
more business opportunities 
and better diversification of the 
true benefits of the Bahamian 
economy. 

“The plan would mean much 
less congestion for road users, 
and the free flow of pedestri- 
ans and vehicles, and give pre- 
sent and future merchants on 
Bay Street a better chance of 
survival. 

“Kither way, the survival and 
renovation of downtown is for a 
large part, dependent on the 
relocation of the container port 

facilities.” 
Former Prime Minister Perry 

Christie has accused Mr Ingra- 
ham of influenced by the 
“demands of certain special 
interest groups that heavily 
financed the FNM’s election 
campaign” not to move the 
shipping facilities from the 
downtown area. 

Identify 

Mr Christie did not identify 
who he was talking about, but 
among the major landowners in 
downtown Nassau, who effec- 
tively act as landlords for the 
shipping companies, are the 
family of Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Brent Symonette, Bethel 
Estates and the Kellys. 

Sources close to the situation, 

though, said Mr Symonette 
understood the need for the 
shipping facilities to move from 
downtown Nassau for the 
greater good of the Bahamas. 
However, Bethel Estates was 

said by sources to, be less keen, 
given the significant revenues 
and income it earns from the 
shipping facilities. 
Elsewhere, the investors 

behind the Albany project have 
already signed a Heads of 
Agreement with the Bahamian 
government, something that will 

NOTICE 

  

NOTICE is hereby given that JEAN-NOEL MESIDOR 
OF YELLOW ELDER #106, P.O. BOX N-749, NASSAU, 
BAHAMAS, is applying to the Minister responsible for 
Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization 
as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who 
knows any reason why registration/ naturalization should 
not be granted, should send a written and signed statement 
of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 15th day of 
MAY, 2007 to the Minister responsible for Nationality and 
Citizenship, PO.Box N- 7147, Nassau, Bahamas. 

WANTED 
A well established Media Company is 
looking for <a hard working male 

to work as a Pressroom Assistant. 

Qualified applicants should be able 

to work nights between the hours of | 

8p.m. to 5a.m. and be prepared to 

submit job references and clean police 

record. 

  

Interested persons should 

send resume to: 

c/o DA 18973P 

P.O. Box N-3207 

or 

Fax: 328-2398 

=yainseuns 

1,238,095 
50 

1.185 

0.640 

0.000 

be honoured by the Ingraham 
administration. ~ 

The proposed revitalisation 
for South Ocean, though, while 
approved in principle by the for- 
mer government, does not have 
a signed Heads of Agreement, 
meaning that this is another 
investment project the FNM 
administration will have to con- 
clude. 

The Tribune previously 
reported that Albany has been 
projected to have a $1.4 billion 
value over the active life of the 
development, and an indepen- 
dent economic assessment con- 
ducted by a firm selected by the 
Bahamian government showed 
it would inject a cumulative $1 
billion in extra gross domestic 
product (GDP) into the 
Bahamian economy over its 
first 12 years in existence. 

The independent economic 
study on Albany had shown 
that 700 permanent, full-time 
jobs would be created, with 
another 400 “indirect and 
induced” from entrepreneurial 
ventures and spin-offs. 

The study also forecast that 
Albany would generate $67 mil- 
lion in annual GDP from oper- 
ations in 2017 alone. 

The investors behind Albany 
are the Tavistock Group, the 
holding company for worldwide 
investments made by Lyford 
Cay billionaire Joe Lewis, and 
world-leading golfers Tiger 
Woods and Ernie Els. The Tavi- 
stock Group owns and devel- 
oped Old Fort Bay in north- 
western New Providence. 

As for South Ocean, its revit." . 
talisation is projected to gener- 
ate 1,358 full-time jobs when 
fully open, in addition to 1,200 
direct construction jobs during 
peak build-out. 

Roger Stein, of RHS Ven- 
tures and the project’s manag- 
ing director, said that a draft 
economic impact study per- 
formed for the South Ocean 
project by Oxford Economics 
had projected that the develop 
ment, scheduled to open in 2010 - ’ 
with construction hopefully 
beginning this year, would inject 
$172 million in visitor spending 
into the Bahamian economy _—.- 
during its first full operational’ . ° 3 

year. tees 

Spending won 
Hard construction spending, 

which would involve the con- 
struction of new buildings and 
renovations to others, would 
total $541 million by 2015, with 
the total investment by Mr 
Stein, RHS and their partners 
via the New South Ocean 
Development Company reach- 
ing $867 million by that year. , 

The $541 million construction.‘ ! 
spending had been forecast to ~.°.* 

inject $217 million into the 
Bahamas’ GDP over nine years, -” 
and generate $105 million in 
wages, On the operational side, | 
South Ocean was forecast to,’ .° 
produce a $3.7 billion GDP: 
impact over its first 20 years,’ 
generating $1.5 billion in direct | 
wages and salaries for its. 
employees. 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that INDITANE FLORISMA OF 
69 PODELO STREET, NASSAU, BAHAMAS, is applying ,: 
to the Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, ]. 
for registration/naturalization as a citizen of The Bahamas, ‘|’ 
and that any person who knows any reason why registration/ 
naturalization should not be granted, should send a written 
and signed statement of the facts within twenty-eight days ° 
from the 22nd day of May, 2007 tc the Minister responsible 
for Nationality and Citizenship, P.O.Box N- 7147, Nassau, ° 
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Don’t throw away old TEXTBOOKS 

Bring them to | 

STOP-N-SHOP BOOKSTORE 

Trade them for next year’s TEXTBOOKS 

Or make them available for next year’s 
students 

Call or Visit our offices 

Tel:(242) 394-4949 + East Bay Street 
P.O. Box N-3050 * Nassau, Bahamas 

E-mail: shopkeeper@stopnshopbahamas.com 

Website: www.stopnshopbahamas.com 

SAVE! SAVE! SAVE!   
Z 

WOOD AND COLD-FORMED STEEL TRUSSES 
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DESIGN 
ENGINEERING 

COMPETITIVE PRICING 

FAST BIDDING INFORMATION 
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41.00 

14.60 

0.45 0.55 . 
 BISX Usted Mutual Finds : 

NA_ V YTD% Last 12 Months 

1.339101” 

3.18277** 

43.00 
15.50 

0.000 

1.125 

0.000 

Bahamas Supermarkets 

5 RND Holdi 

  

‘Divs Yield % 361-7764 
Road to City Dump after Premix 

Email:ggongora@coralwave.com 

Colina Money Market Fund 
Fidelity Bahamas G & | Fund 
Colina MSI Preferred Fund 2.662852** 
Colina Bond Fund 1.244286**"* 

idelity Prime Income Fund -4992****" 
ee FINDEXS GEOSE 761 87 (YTD 06.67% / 2006 34.47% 

MARKET TERMS YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price 
Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity 
Ask $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity 
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2 = 1,000.00 

5S2wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks 

S2wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks 

Previous Close - Previous day’s weighted price for daily volume 

Foday's Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume 

Change - Change in closing price from day to day 

Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today 
DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months 

PYE - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings 

  

NAV KEY 

* - 4 May 2007 

Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price 

Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week 

EPS S$ - A company’s reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths 

NAV - Net Asset Value 

N/M - Not Meaningful 

FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100 

** - 30 April 2007 

*** - 30 April 2007 

e
e
 

ae 

AUTHORIZED 
MANUFACTURER **** - 30 April 2007   sa so . Naish tt ot eh Seco tate nncnegen ca, fe Shae - 30 April 2007 

ii: COLINA 242-502-7010 / FIDELITY 242-356-7764 / FOR MORE DATA & INFORMATION CALL (242} 394-2503  
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Bahamas firm 
in data alliance 

*, INTERNATIONAL Private 
Banking System (IPBS), the 
Bahamas-based provider of 
specialist wealth management 
software to the private banking 
industry, has entered into a 
strategic partnership with 
QuoteMedia to provide real- 
time market pricing for ebank- 
ing, etrading and the back 

i .” Office. 
Dave Shworan, chief execu- 

‘tive of QuoteMedia, said in a 
statement: “We are pleased to 
be working with a proven sup- 
plier such as IPBS. The addi- 
tion of market and financial 

’ 4: 

t 

  

data from Quote Media 
ensures that IPBS clients will 
be able to make superior busi- 
ness and trading decisions.” 

Bruce Raine, founder and 
president of IPBS, added: “We 
listened carefully to the needs 
of our customers and the mar- 
ket, and this partnership is a 
response to requests for a bet- 
ter and more cost effective 
solution to obtaining real-time 
pricing and valuation data.” 

He added that asa modern 
service accessed via the Inter- 
net, with excellent technical 
support, many clients who used 

Bloomberg and Reuters for 
back office market pricing and 
corporate data will now access 
this data from Quotemedia. 

IPBS has integrated Quote- 
media’s proprietary data feeds 
into its existing wealth man- 
agement applications, provid- 
ing updating real time infor- 
mation as a subscription ser- 
vice to IPBS customers. 

By enhancing the IPBS solu- 
_ tions for ebanking and etrading 

to use Quickmedia, customers 

will benefit from up-to-date 
and accurate market informa- 

tion. 

. Farm’s closure to cost $2m 
FROM page 1 

.”- higher prices, generating bigger 
niargins for the food retailers. 

Mr Lowe yesterday said 
many Bahamian consumers 
appeared to now be going back 
to Bahamian-produced eggs, 
which were cheaper, “but it’s 
too little, too late”. 
-He added that Sunshine 
Farms had already taken the 
fecision to close in October 

‘ .2006, and had sold 18 acres of 
: “ifs land on February 1, 2007. 

* He described the problems 
the company had faced as “a 
battle that has been going on 
for years” across successive PLP 
and FNM administrations, and 

was part of a wider picture that 
4 
’ 

® 

ate 

injunction 
appeal’ over 
Guana Cay 

_ ‘FROM page 1 
Sats 

~ Appeal judgement.” 
Mr Smith has also written to 

the developer’s attorney, 
Michael Barnett at Graham, 

  

Thompson & co, over the , 
undertaking he gave to produce 
copies of all permits, licences 
and approvals that Discovery 
Land Company had received 
for its activities on Great Guana 
Cay. 

‘Mr Smith is seeking a full 
‘copy of the Heads of Agree- 
mént signed with the Govern- 
ment, and any addendums, 
arnexes and supplements to 
this; copies of communications 

es between Discovery Land Com- 
_«/+ pany and all central government 
"." agencies; copies of the Envi- 

ronmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) and Environmental Man- 
agement Plan (EMP); copies of .. 
correspondence with the Hope 
Town District Council; and 

-'. copies of any papers relating to 
.- the Crown and Treasury land 
“involved in the development. 

A letter seeking similar doc- 
uments, to aid the Association’s 

_ discovery, has also been sent to 
-,_.the Attorney General’s Office. 

The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an - 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story.   

had left Nassau-based manu- 
facturers “in the hole”. 
Mr Lowe described the 

impact on food self-sufficiency 
in the Bahamas as “the bottom 
line” ‘behind Sunshine Farms 
closure, adding: “It’s just anoth- 
er Bahamian-owned company, 
another Bahamian-started com- 
pany, that’s going down.” 

Larry Feingold, proprietor of 
Nassau-based Rainbow Farms, 

said yesterday that between his 
company and the Grand 
Bahama-based Sunshine Farms, 
owned by Greek-Bahamian 
entrepreneur, Minas Var- 
daoulis, they could meet all the 
Bahamian market’s demand for 
egg. 

Yet there were “too many 
foreign eggs coming in”. While 
Bahamian large and extra large 

12-packs of eggs sold for $1.65 
and $1.70 respectively, imports 
such as Egglands Best were sell- 
ing for $3.05 per case in many 
food stores. 

“The reason that people are 
buying them [despite being 
more expensive] is that some 
food stores don’t put the local 
eggs on the shelf,” Mr Feingold 
said of the reasons why foreign 
eggs seemes so popular. 

“They put foreign eggs on the 
shelf because they can make 
more from them, as the local 

ones are price controlled. 
“It’s a tough situation, 

because on one side ypou have 
people saying let’s do more in 
agriculture, and on the other 

hand there’s a surge of imports 
coming in and no one’s stop- 
ping that.” 

NOTICE 
NOTICE - is” hereby given that FRITZ NELSON OF... 
MONTROSE AVENUE, NASSAU, BAHAMAS, is applying~ 
to the Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, 
for registration/naturalization as a citizen of The Bahamas, 
and that any person who knows any reason why registration/ 
naturalization should not be granted, should send a written 

| and signed statement of the facts within twenty-eight days 
from the 22nd day of May, 2007 to the Minister responsible 
for Nationality and Citizenship, P.O.Box N- 7147, Nassau, 
Bahamas. 

      
       
‘Harbourside Marine 

is looking for 

Sales Persons 
with knowledge of the Marine Industry. 

Must be self driven. ° 

  

Baker's Bap | 
GOLF & OCEAN Chu 

Great Guana Cay, Abaco 
The Bahamas 

Employment Opportunity 

STAFF ACCOUNTANT 
The successful candidate will meet the following requirements: 

Qualifications 

B.A. in Accounting 
Experience in club or resort development 

Key Responsibilities 

¢ Accounts payable 
Cash management 
Job cost entries 

General ledger reconciliation 
¢ Preparation of accounting reports 

Journal entries 

The successful candidate will have the opportunity to work in a 
growing and dynamic organization to be a self-starter, team player, 
work at the highest standards of performance, and meet deadlines. 

If you are progressive and prepared to advance your career, submit 

your resume to the attention of 

Director of HR & Training 
sbowe@bakersbayclub.com 

Or by fax at 242-367-0804   

TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2007, PAGE 7B 

Ministry of National Security 

Police Department 

Re: Traffic Press Release Notice 

Opening of Parliament, Rawson Square 

Wednesday, 23rd May 2007 at 10:00am 

INFORMATION: © 

On Wednesday 23rd May 2007 at 10:00am Parliament will re-open in 
Rawson and Parliament Squares Bay Street. 

ROAD CLOSURE: 

From 6:00am until after the ceremony at Rawson Square, the following streets will 
be closed to vehicular traffic:- 

Bay Street between Frederick Street and East Street. 

> Charlotte Street between Shirley Street and Woodes Rodgers Wharf 
4 Parliament Street Between Shirley Street and Woodes Rodgers Wharf. 
0 Bank Lane between Shirley Street and Bay Street. 

NO PARKING: 

From 6:00am until after the ceremony, no vehicles will be permitted to park 

on the following streets. - 

Bay Street between Frederick and East Streets 

4 

Both Sides - 

Parliament Street between Woodes Rodgers Wharf and East Hill Street Both Sides 

Bank Lane between Shirley and Bay Streets 

~ East Street between Shirley Street and Woodes Rodgers Wharf 

Woodes Rodgers Wharf between East and Frederick Streets 

Both Sides” 

Both Sides 

Both Sides 

From 6:00am on Wednesday, 23rd May, 2007 vehicular traffic traveling east along Bay 

Street will be diverted north and south along Frederick Street, Vehicular traffic wishing to 

continue east along Bay Street, must travel east along Woodes Rodgers Wharf to East Street, 

south along East Street to Bay Street and then east along Bay Street. 

PARKING: 
Parking for Cabinet Ministers will be provided in the Cabinet Office Parking lot, and 

for Members of Parliament and Senators, parking will be provided in Bank Lane. 

Paul H. Farquharson, QPM 
Commissioner of Police _ 

  

DELTEC BANK & TRUST LIMITED 

Invites applications for the position of 

COMPLIANCE MANAGER 

Responsibilities will include (but are not limited to): 

Maintaining and developing a robust compliance and control regime in Deltec to 

ensure compliance with all relevant laws, regulations, guidelines and internal 

policies and procedures 
Developing, administering and implementing a stringent compilanee program that 

monitors and reports on key risk indicators 
Implementing a comprehensive self-testing program that is derived from risk 

assessment 

Reviewing KYC documentation for all new and existing clients 

Advising and assisting with the training of staff in regulatory and internal policy 

compliance requirements 
Reporting to Executive Management, Board of Directors and Group Compliance 

Ability to work independently and under pressure to meet deadlines 

The successful candidate should have the following qualifications: 

A thorough knowledge of all applicable legislation, regulations and guidelines 

Minimum Bachelors degree in banking or finance along with either CPA, ABIFS 

(formerly ACIB), or International Diploma in Anti Money Laundering and 

Compliance (BACO) | 

Legal background would be an advantage 

Minimum 3-5 years relevant experience in the Compliance field 

Excellent written, oral and presentation skills _ 

Salary will be commensurate with experience. 

Interested persons may submit resumes as follows: 

Human Resources Manager 

Deltec Bank & Trust Limited 

P.O, Box N.3229 

Nassau, Bahamas 

Resumes may also be faxed c/o 362-4623 or emailed to anh@deltecbank.com. 

ABSOLUTELY NO TELEPHONE CALLS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
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NOTICE 
Due to the Whit Monday Holiday the 

Betty K will receive freight on 

Tuesday May 29th and Wednesday 

May 30th for Marsh Harbour, 

Abaco at our receiving 

Palmdale Depot. 

     
        

           
Arriving Thursday Mat 31st Marsh Harbour    

  

Betty K apologizes for any inconvenience    
   

  

   
For further information please 

conatact your customer service 

representative. 

  

    

  

   

  

   
Betty K Agencies 

Nassau - East Street North Kelly Dock 

Ph: 242 - 322 - 2142 ©       

     Miami - 3701 NW South River Drive 33142 

Ph: 305 - 635 - 4650    

   

  

Marsh Harbour Abaco Don Mackey Blvd. 

Ph: 242 - 367 - 0593      

: cal A Pius get the best insurance advice. 

_ Success... Solved. 
“INTERNET & TELEPHONE BANKING = INSURANCE »¢ 
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Bahamas > 
‘can’t dictate’ 
room rates 

to investors 
& By CARA BRENNEN- 

BETHEL 
Tribune Business 
Reporter 

he Bahamas cannot 
- dictate to investors 
what their hotels 
and resort product 

should be, the Bahamas Hotel 
Association’s president, Rus- 
sell Miller, told Tribune Busi- 
ness yesterday, although he 
acknowledged that this nation 
was generally perceived as a 
very expensive destination. 

Mr Miller’s comments came 
in response to comments 
made by the new tourism min- 
ister, Neko Grant, who said 

last week that ministry offi- 
cials were concerned that the 
Bahamas could be pricing 
itself out of the market as a 
result of the relatively high 
room rates its hotels charge 
compared to rival global des- 
tinations. 

Mr Miller said he could not 
comment specifically on Mr 
Grant’s comments regarding 
room rates because he had not 
heard them, but acknowl- 
edged that the Bahamas did 
have the perception of being a 
very expensive destination. 

He said the Bahamas need- 
ed to continue to be competi- 
tive, and one way to do this 

was to examine import taxes 
and mark-ups-on tourism- 
related products. 

Mr Miller added that many 
first-time visitors were slightly 
shocked when they realised 
the price of some items, par- 
ticularly if they were staying 
in a timeshare or condo and 
had to purchase basic necessi- 
ty items. 

While the Bahamas does 
have a reputation of being a 
luxury destination, he felt 
there was “a fairly good range 
of hotels and prices for our 
visitors to make their selec- 
tion”, he said. 

Mr Miller added that as a 
destination, the Bahamas can- 
not stipulate to an investor 
whether they should cater to - 
low, middle or high income 
guests via room rates. 

The Bahamas has targeted 
the high-spending end of the 
tourist market with its hotel 
industry product, looking for 
relatively high-earning, quali- 
ty tourists who are likely to 
turn into repeat visitors and 
purchase real estate in this 
nation, either through time- 
shares, fractional ownership, 
condotels or second homes. 
However, the high-end 

tourist market is relatively 
small, and numerous rival des- 
tinations are now competing 

Hii: 

* DEBIT CARDS * 

with FirstCaribbean 

CREDIT CARDS 

with the Bahamas for this 
business. Room rates in other 
Caribbean destinations, such. ra 
as Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic, are much lower than 
in the Bahamas, making them 
more attractive to Canadian 
and European tourists. 

Operating costs for hotels ”<--: 
in the Bahamas are much 
higher than for their counter- _- 
parts elsewhere in the 
Caribbean and US, meaning... 
operators and owners have to’, - . - 
charge high room rates to.-":. 
enable them to earn a return 
and profit on their investment. 

Yet these higher room rates 
an only be justified to guests 
by providing a five-star plus 
experience that ‘blows the cus- 
tomer away’, a la Kerzner 
International International’s 
Atlantis product. 
Consequently there have. 

been calls for the Bahamai.°- - 
to develop mid priced resort 
options, as happened when 
Baha Mar was negotiating its 
$2.4 billion Cable Beach 
development. The bottom line °. 
is that the Bahamas has to. 
deliver a superb visitor expe- 
rience to justify the relatively: 
high room rates it charges, 
exceeding tourist expectations 
through service quality and 
other factors if it is to remain , 
competitive. 

FIRSTCARIBBEAN 
INTERNATIONAL BANK 

GET THERE, TOGETHER,   

to


