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No date set for 
resumption of hearing 
THE retrial of two broth- 

ers charged with the June, 
2002, murder of Mario Miller 
— son of Cabinet Minister 
Leslie Miller — was adjourned 
again yesterday. 
However, no date has yet 

been set for resumption of the 
hearing. 

A retrial of brothers Ricar- 
do Miller, alias Tamar Lee, 
and Ryan Miller, was ordered 
last February when a juror on 
the initial case was found to 
‘be in contempt of court. The 
case was aborted. 
The new trial, which 

involves some 30 witnesses, 

was expected to get underway 
yesterday, but had to be 

adjourned, The Tribune was 
told. 
The trial has reportedly 

been postponed because of 
the unavailability of a partic- 
ular prosecution witness. 
Attempts were made yes- 

_ terday to contact Public Pros- 
ecutions Director Bernard 
Turner, but he was reportedly 
out of office. 
Deputy director Cheryl- 

Grant Bethel was unavailable 
_for comment as she was 
engaged in another trial. 

Mario Miller's body, with 
multiple stab wounds, was 
found in bushes near the 
Super Value foodstore in 
Winton. 

Miller: I will speak in House 
for all Bahamians who have 

yet to see justice served 
Hi By PAUL TURNQUEST 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

AGRICULTURE Minister Leslie Miller said that when he 
speaks again in the House of Assembly on the murder of his son, 
Mario, he will not only be speaking as a father, but for all 
Bahamians who have yet to see justice served in their respective 
rights. 

Mr Miller, who was responding to reports that his son’s case 
was postponed to sometime in either September or October, 
said that the news didn’t take him by surprise. 

In fact he said he had expected it. 
“J got a call this morning from Yasmin, my daughter, and her 

mommy, Mario’s mommy, Helen, and they are gravely distraught 
about what they perceive as a grave injustice that has been going 

SEE page nine 

   

  

   

      

      

      

   

        

   

      

                  

   

  

       
@ MINISTER of Agri- 

culture and Marine 
Resources Leslie Miller 

) toured this site yesterday, 
1 where land had been 
removed and filled with 
garbage. 

(Photo: Tim Clarke/ 
Tribune staff) 

@ By PAUL 
TURNQUEST 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

EFFECTIVE today, all 
leasing of Crown land by 
the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and Marine 
Resources will be stopped, 
until officials from that 
ministry can take a proper 
assessment of already 
leased farm land through- 
out the nation’s capital. 

This announcement was 
made by the minister, 
Leslie Miller during a tour 
once again of Crown land 
plots that have been dev- 
astated by unscrupulous 
persons who in most cases 

SEE page eight 
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Wells claims Ingraham 
misled colleagues over 
leadership intentions 

@ By ALISON LOWE 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

HUBERT Ingraham knowingly misled Tom- 
my Turnquest and Dion Foulkes about his lead- 
ership intentions prior to his announcement 
that he would run in the coming election, Inde- 
pendent MP Tennyson Wells alleged yester- 
day. 

Dedaviag that the most important issue in 
the election is "trust and character", Mr Wells 
said he felt the public ought to know — in order 
to make an “informed judgment" — that Mr 
Ingraham had misled his colleagues. 

“When you have a situation where a man's 
word cannot be trusted, he tells you one thing 
and he does another, it's very important in lead- 
ership," Mr Wells told Darrold Miller, when 

SEE page nine 

  

Mario Miller trial delayed 
PLP voters 
expected to 

show support for 
Sidney Stubbs 

@ By KARIN HERIG 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

SCORES of PLP voters were 
expected to stage a strong show 
of support for incumbent MP 
Sidney Stubbs at the Holy Cross 
constituency office last night. 

The aim of the gathering, 
according to the PLP’s Holy 
Cross chairperson Anastacia 
McMillan, is to send Prime Min- 
ister Perry Christie the message 
that Mr Stubbs is the only rep- 
resentative the constituents will 
accept. 

“We want to let the Bahamas 
and the prime minister know 
that we only want Sidney 
Stubbs. We are behind him and 
we support him fully,” she told 
The Tribune yesterday. 
When asked if she or any of 

Mr Stubbs’ supporters would 
back another PLP candidate in 
Holy Cross, Ms McMillan, 
replied: “No comment.” 

This comes after claims that 
Mr Stubbs will be the only PLP 
incumbent not to be renomi- 
nated for his seat. 

Disturbed by these rumours, 
the Holy Cross branch office 
yesterday announced that it 
would host a gathering to 
demonstrate how strong a back- 
ing the embattled MP still 
enjoys strong in his constituen- 
cy. 

One supporter told The Tri- 
bune that they were “sick and 
tired” of the rumours that Mr 

SEE page nine 

Govt to present recommendations 
to boundaries commission today 

@ By RUPERT MISSICK Jr 
Chief Reporter 

GOVERNMENT will present its recom- 
mendations to the boundaries commission and 
the opposition its response to these recommen- 
dations today when the body meets for what is 
expected to be the last time. 

This will come less than a week away from 
when the current register of voters is due close 
on March 12. 
Tomorrow, however, the public may be able 

to hear the decision of the boundaries commis- 
sion being debated in the House of Assembly. 

Both government representatives on the com- 
mission, Bradley Roberts and opposition rep- 
resentative, Brent Symonette, told The Tribune 
yesterday that they expected the matter to be 
concluded today. 

As of press time yesterday voter registration 

SEE page nine 
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A short history of the PLP’ 
long lie: it’s getting worse 

HEN the PLP came to 
power in 1967 many in 

the hierarchy of the party looked 
forward to exorcising the demon of 
race from Bahamian politics once 
and for all. 

The leader of the party, Sir Lyn- 
den Pindling, seemed at first to be 
more strongly in favour of that than 
some of his colleagues. 
Miriam Makeba, the celebrated 

black South African singer, was 
among a number of prominent 
blacks in America who wanted to 
do business in the new Bahamas. 
But Sir Lynden stopped her when he 
heard she was romantically linked 
with black power firebrand Stokely 
Carmichael. 

She left Sir Lynden’s office in 
tears and never came back. The new 
Bahamas was having nothing to do 
with that. 

A more dramatic demonstration 
of this attitude occurred at Paradise 
Island in the presence of Lady Mar- 

' guerite Pindling. Another famous 
singer, Nina Simone, was giving a 
concert and she did not think it was 
out of order to sing some black 
American protest songs; but she was 
wrong. 

A young Bahamian journalist, 
Oswald Brown, was so moved by 
her powerful performance that he 
mounted the stage and kissed Ms 
Simone’s feet, much to the delight of 
many in the crowd, but not Lady 
Marguerite nor, as it turned out lat- 

‘ er, Sir Lynden. 

r Brown was at the time 
being groomed to take 

over the party’s newspaper, Bahamian 
‘Times, which { had edited up to 1967. A 
Trinidadian named Jimmy Andrews 
had been recruited to run the paper 
until Mr Brown was ready. 

But the new establishment came 
down on Mr Brown like the proverbial 
ton of bricks. Lady Marguerite made it 
known that we were finished with that 
sort of thing in The Bahamas. Mr 
Brown was chastised by Sir Lynden per- 
sonally and then berated on national 
radio. 

Neither did the foreign editor of 
Bahamian Times escape the fury of the 
Pindlings. Mr Andrews made the mis- 
take of publishing Mr Brown’s 
favourable report on the concert and 
he, too, was personally reprimanded. 

Sir Lynden had the Immigration 

  
Department temporarily in his portfolio 
at the time because the substantive Min- 
ister, Arthur Hanna, was away. The 
Premier, in a fit of anger, issued a 
deportation order against his own edi- 
tor! After some discussion, the order 
was rescinded. 

Sir Lynden knew just as well as every- 
body else that the days of the Old 
Guard UBP and its racist policies were 
gone forever. The chief architect of that 

' policy, Sir Stafford Sands, also knew it 
was over and so he packed up and left. 

Not all of the UBP were racists, of 
course, and that had'been dramatically 
demonstrated in 1956 when some of:. 
them resisted tremendous pressure to 
support Sir Etienne Dupuch’s resolu- 
tion to abolish racial discrimination in 
public places in The Bahamas. 

  

Back in the 1970s Sir Lynden and his 
PLP knew perfectly well that Sir Cecil 
and his colleagues —- who had fought 
as hard and sacrificed as much, if not 
more, than he — could not possibly 
return to the racist policies of the Old 
Guard. 
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It was also demonstrated in 1971, 
when the new and enlightened 
leader of the UBP, Sir Geoffrey 
Johnstone, decided that the time 
had come to disband that party, 
which he proceeded to do. 

hen the Free National 
Movement was founded 

in 1971 with Sir Cecil Wallace Whit- 
field as its leader and the Dissident 
Eight at its core, Sir Lynden knew 
that he was facing a new and pow- 
erful challenge in the Bahamian 
political arena. 

These were men committed to the 
principles of democracy and colle- 
giality in government, men who 
were determined to resist at all costs 
the cult of personality and dictator- 
ship that had brought so many oth- 
er former colonial territories to grief. 

The eight were joined by some 
former members of Paul Adderley’s 

NDP, including Sir Orville Turnquest, 
and some former members of the UBP. 
One of the most articulate proponents 
of the new liberal order was former 
UBP Norman Solomon. 

A few weeks ago this same Mr 
Solomon was at the centre of an emo- 
tional farewell with ministers of today’s 
PLP Government; he was also a sob- 
bing visitor at the bedside when Sir Lyn- 
den was dying from cancer. 

Back in the 1970s Sir Lynden and his — 
PLP knew perfectly well that Sir Cecil 
and his colleagues - who had fought as 
hard and sacrificed as much, if not more, 
than he - could not possibly return to 
the racist policies of the Old Guard. He 
also knew that Sir Kendal Isaacs, who 
later became leader of the FNM, could 
not preside over such a thing. 

But facing this new challenge from 
men whose measure and spirit he knew 
well, Sir Lynden revived the same race . 
card over which he had rejected Miriam 
Makeba and chastised Oswald Brown. 

He played the UBP race card against 
them and their colleagues at every step 
of the way, at every election throughout 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

t was a lie then, but some people 
bought it. It is still a lie now. But 

Perry Christie and his PLP minions have 
decided to use it in a desperate attempt 
to save themselves from the follies and: 
scandals in which they are drowning, 
from the cesspit they have dug for them- 

  

   

  

    

  

This time, the number of people 
who will be taken in by the long lie 
are likely to be few in number. But 
that will not stop Mr Christie and his 
pack of political assassins. He used to 
stand silently on the side as they did 
his dirty work, pretending to be 
above it all. Now he leads the pack. 

  

selves. 
They know full well that Huber 

Ingraham, like Sir Cecil and Sir Kendal 
before him, is the puppet of no-one. 
They know that he is the leader of a 
democratic party whose members are 
committed to the betterment of all 
Bahamians, and to the original bright 
promise of racial harmony and integra- 
tion at all levels of our society, including 
politics. 

The blinding truth is that 10 years of 
governance by the FNM has proven 
beyond the slightest shadow of a doubt 
that the FNM is not about what they 
dishonestly said, and still stupidly say. 
Those 10 years did not see a return to 
the racism of the Old Guard nor even to. 
other outdated policies. 

That 10-year period saw a deepening 
of the Bahamian democracy at every 
level, things the old PLP failed to 
accomplish in 25 years. It saw the 
strengthening of the rights of Bahami- 
ans, working Bahamians who now enjoy 
progressive labour legislation, includ- 
ing the minimum wage and a shorter 
work week. 

o this time, the number of peo- 
ple who will be taken in by the 

long lie are likely to be few in number. 
But that will not stop Mr Christie and 
his pack of political assassins. He used to 
stand silently on the side as they did his 
dirty work, pretending to be above it 
all. Now he leads the pack. 

The more desperate this lot becomes, 
the lower they are likely to sink. Not 
only are black politicians who associ- 
ate with white ones subject to their lies 
and insults. 

Last week one of the pack of hired 
assassins suggested that some Bahami- 
ans — black Bahamians -- whose par- 
ents happened to have been born 
abroad, are somehow to be considered 
lesser Bahamians, if Bahamians at all. 

The Prime Minister, the relevant min- 
ister and all those responsible for allow- 
ing this person further to pollute the 
Bahamian airwaves should be ashamed 
of themselves. 

They all know her and they must have 
known what claptrap, prejudice and jin- 
goism she is capable of spewing from 
the dark recesses of her demented mind. 
They will all be held accountable for 
the fallout. 

sirarthurfoulkes@hotmail.com 
www.bahamapundit.typepad.com 
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Bush backs 
programmes 
for Latin 
America 

lH WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT George W 
Bush, facing criticism he has 
ignored Latin America, said 
Monday the region’s grind- 
ing poverty is a scandal that 

“has caused some to question 
the value of democracy, 
according to Associated Press. 

He said the United States 
will spend tens of millions of 
dollars to improve education, 
housing and health care 
across the region. 

“The United States of 
America is committed to 
helping people rise out of 
poverty,” the president said. 
Many children in Latin 

America do not finish grade 
school and many mothers 
never see a doctor, Bush said 
in a speech at the Ronald 
Reagan Building to about 400 
invited guests, most of them 
members of the US Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“In an age of growing pros- 
perity and abundance, this is 
a scandal and it is a chal- 
lenge,” Bush said. 
The speech came three 

days before the president 
leaves on a weeklong trip to 
Brazil, Uruguay, Colombia, 
Guatemala and Mexico. 

National security adviser 
Stephen Hadley said Bush’s 
efforts in Latin America have 
been overshadowed by the 
fight against terror and ille- 
gal drug trafficking and by 
trade issues. _ 

Since taking office, Bush 
has doubled US foreign assis- 
tance to Latin America to 
about $1.6 billion a year. The 
money includes development 
assistance, military assistance 
and counter-narcotic assis- 
tance. Colombia is the largest 
recipient of US aide outside 
the Middle East and 
Afghanistan, with most of the 
money earmarked for anti- 
drug efforts. 

Bush announced a series of 
steps to help the region: 

e A Navy medical ship, the 
Comfort, will make port calls 
in Belize, Guatemala, Pana- 
ma, Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, 
Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Guyana and Suriname. Its 
staff will treat 85,000 patients 
and conduct up to 1,500 surg- 
eries. Other military medical 
teams will provide medical 
care through 62 medical 
readiness training exercises 
in 14 countries. 

¢ A health care profession- 
al training centre will be 
established in Panama to 
serve all of Central America, 
training students to be nurses, 
technicians and health care 
workers. 

¢ The United States will 
commit $75 million over 
three years to help thousands 
of young people improve 
their English and study in the 
United States. Over the past 
three years, the United States 
has provided $150 million on 
education programmes 
throughout the region. 

e A programme to make 
housing more affordable will 
be expanded with an addi- 
tional $385 million. The Unit- 
ed States already has provid- 
ed more than $100 million 
through the Overseas Private 
Investment. Corporation to 
help underwrite mortgages to 
working families in Mexico, 
Brazil, Chile and the coun- 
tries of Central America. 
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RBDF finds 

Haitian boat 

run aground 

near Inagua 

THIRTY-EIGHT Haitians 

were apprehended at around 

4pm on Sunday after Defence 

Force officers received word 

that a sloop had run aground 

off Alfred Sound, near 

Inagua. 
The suspected illegal immi- 

grants —'25 men and 13 

women — are now being 

detained at the Defence 

Force base in Mathew Town, 

where they are being 

processed by Immigration 

officials, a statement from the 

Royal Bahamas Defence 

Force said yesterday. 

Body of 

Exuma man 

found by 

fisherman 

AN Exuma man believed 

to be in his sixties reportedly 

drowned sometime between 

Saturday night and Sunday 

morning after his vessel cap- 

sized in the area of Rat Cay. 

According to police 

reports, sometime between 

9pm on Saturday March 3 

and Sunday March 4, an Exu- 

ma man went out to sea ina 
20-foot Boston Whaler. 

It is believed that the man 

sustained multiple injuries 

after being thrown from the 

boat, which hit a rock in the 

area of Rat Cay. 
The man’s body was dis- 

covered floating in the sea by 

a local fisherman on Sunday 

morning. 
He was taken to a local 

clinic where he was pro- 

nounced dead. 

Woman in 

hospital with 

stabbing 
injuries 

A 22-YEAR-OLD woman 

is in hospital in serious con- 

dition after being. stabbed 

multiple times in the Wilson 
Track area on Sunday. 

According to police, the vic- 

tim was visiting a man in that 

area some time after 6pm. 
The two allegedly got into 

an argument which resulted 

in the woman being stabbed 

multiple times. 
The victim was transported 

to hospital where she is listed 
as being in serious condition 

in the Intensive Care Unit. 
. Police say a 22-year-old 

man is in custody and is help- 

ing with the investigation. ° 

Chavez warns 

of plots to 

assassinate 

him 

@ VENEZUELA 

Caracas 

PRESIDENT Hugo 
Chavez said his government 

is redoubling efforts to detect 

assassination plots, calling US 

diplomat John Negroponte a 

“professional killer” and say- 

ing he believes enemies — 

including the CIA — are out 

to kill him, according to Asso- 

ciated Press. 
Chavez said Sunday that 

Venezuelan officials have 

intelligence that associates of 

jailed Cuban anti-communist 

militant Luis Posada Carriles 

also are involved in plotting 

to assassinate him. 
He said the death plot idea 

has “gained weight” due to 

various factors, including the 

recent appointment of Negro- 

ponte, the former director of 

national intelligence, as 

deputy to US Secretary of 

State Condoleezza Rice. 

“Who did they swear in ... 
there at the White House as 

deputy secretary of state? A 

professional killer: John 

Negroponte,” Chavez said. 

Chavez’s government has 

accused Negroponte of play- 

ing a key role in the Contra 

war against the leftist San- 

dinista government of 

Nicaragua when he served as 

US ambassador to Honduras 

— a haven for clandestine 

Contra bases — from 1981 to 

1985. 
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- Bahamas unranked in global 
tourism survey of 124 nations 

@ By ALEXANDRIO MORLEY 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

THE BAHAMAS did not 

rank in a recent tourism survey 

conducted by the World Eco- 

nomic Forum, The Tribwne has 

learned. 
Barbados topped the Latin 

American and Caribbean 

region in the survey of 124 

nations. : 
The survey rated countries 

according to the environments 

they offer for developing travel 

and tourism. 
Switzerland, Austria and Ger- 

many topped the list, followed 

by Iceland and the United 

States. 
Barbados, ranked at 29th, 

was the highest ranked country 

in the Latin American and 

Caribbean region. 
Countries were evaluated for 

natural and cultural resources, 

safety and security, environ- 

mental’ laws, health and 

hygiene, air transport infra- 

structure, labour practices and 

the priority which the govern- 

ment gives the tourism sector. 

Barbados also ranked second 

overall with regards to national 

tourism perception — showing 

an overall positive attitude 

towards tourists and the value 

of tourism to the country. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2007, PAGE 3 

  

Barbados top-ranked in Caribbean region, 

  

European nations come out first on list 

Jennifer Blanke, a senior 

economist at the World Eco- 

nomic Forum said: "Our study 

is not a beauty contest, or a 

statement about the attrac- 

tiveness of a country. On the 

contrary, we aim to measure 

the factors that make it attrac- 

tive to develop the travel and 

tourism industry of individual 

countries. The top rankings of 

Switzerland, Austria and Ger- 

many, Hong Kong and Singa- 

pore demonstrate the impor- 

tance of supportive business 

and regulatory frameworks, 

coupled with world-class trans- 

port and tourism infrastruc- 

ture and a focus on nurturing 

human and natural resources, 

for fostering an environment 

that is attractive for develop- 

ing the travel and tourism sec- 
tor.” 

Only five other Caribbean 

countries were ranked — 

Jamaica (48), the Dominican 

Republic (50), Trinidad and 

Tobago (85), Guyana (100) and 

Suriname (108). 
Local environmentalist Sam 

Duncombe told The Tribune 

she was not surprised that the 

Bahamas was not ranked in the 

survey. 
“If you look at the kind of 

developments we are approv- 

ing none of them are sustain- 

able, particularly.in regards to 

the protection of natural 

resources,” Ms Duncombe said. 

She claimed the government 

is giving away crown land at 

“bargain basement” prices to 

foreign investors, and that this is 

a major problem for the devel- 

opment of the tourism indus- 

try. 
“Tts our country therefore we 

should be dictating to develop- 

ers what kind of development 

we want to see,” she said. 

Ms Duncombe said that it is 

imperative for the government 

to consult environmentalists and 

scientists when drafting heads 

would 
over 

m By ALEXANDRIO MORLEY 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

A FEMALE chef claims she 

was refused a job at Atlantis 

because of her dreadlocks. 

De’ Shenell Swann said she 

believes -her case represents 

how “race prejudice” and 

“wage-slavery” are still preva- 

lent in the Bahamas. 
Ms Swann said she had 

applied for the sous chef posi- 

tion at the hotel last year and 

was told that she was selected 

for the position in September. 

She said she was called into 
Atlantis last week to sign the 

employment contract. ' 

However, she said, during the 

interview she was questioned 

about her hair. 
Ms Swann explained: “The 

interviewer asked if she could 

see my hair.and I allowed her to- 

see it. Then she asked if I would 

consider cutting my hair, and I 

said no.” 
Ms Swann said the interview- 

er then drew up a disclaimer 

that stated that she would have 

to wear a wig cap whenever she: 

was on hotel property for busi- 

' ness purposes, and that she 

would have to wear her full chef 

uniform at all times, including 
the chef cap. 

She said she signed the 

employment contract and the 

disclaimer, but a few minutes 

later she was refused the job. 

Ms Swann continued: “The 

interviewer said she needed to 

have the contract signed by 

management and she came 

back 20 minutes later and told 

me that I was unfortunately no 

longer a successful candidate 

for the position.” 
Ms Swann said the interview- 

er claimed the decision was a 

matter of “grooming.” 
“TI told them that I was not 

going to let this happen to me in 

my country, and that I felt I had 

been discriminated against, vic- 

timised and prejudiced,” she said. 

Asked how the incident had 
made her feel, Ms Swann said 

she was appalled to find out that 

“wage slavery” exists in the 

Bahamas. 

       

  
    
    
    
    
        
    

  

     

from people who are 

making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 

good cause, campaigning 

for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 

and share your story. 

Share your news 
The Tribune wants to hear 

Chef claims Atlantis 
not hire her 
dreadlocks 
  

  
Bi DE’ SHENELL Swann 

“T feel like a foreigner in my 

own country,” she said. 

Ms Swann said she aims to 

ensure that her future children 

won’t have to experience this 

kind of prejudice in the job mar- 

ket, if they decide to wear nat- 

ural hair or dreadlocks. 

Ms Swann has a bachelor’s 

degree in culinary arts and she 

was formerly employed as the 

personal chef to the British 

High Commissioner. 
The Tribune tried to contact 

Atlantis to ascertain their poli- 

cy in respect to dreadlocked 

employees, but calls were not 

returned up to press time. 
The Tribune contacted 

Atlantis for comment, and vice 

' president in charge of public 

relations Mr Ed Fields said 
Swann did not meet Atlantis’ 

grooming requirements. 
Mr Fields said: “As is the case 

with every business, we have a 

dress code and a grooming poli- 
cy. Our grooming policy is fairly 

consistent with industry prac- 
tices. Should the applicant in 
question comply with our stated 
policy, we believe that she would 
meet all other requirements for 

employment with respect to 

    
the position applied for.” 

Ms Swann says she has a 

bachelor’s degree in culinary 

arts and claims to have been the 

former personal chef of the 

British High Commissioner to 

the Bahamas. ‘ 

  

FIRST TIME EVER! 

The Tribune tried to contact 

the Ministry of Tourism for a 

response on the survey, but 

enquiries were unanswered up » 

to press time 

of agreements. 
If this is not done, she said, 

the country will continue to be 

outpaced by other countries 

with respect to tourism. 

or) =) ee 
7 DAYS A WEEK FOR YOUR 

SHOPPING CONVENIENCE   Established in 1956 by an old Bahamian family | | ) 
Parliament Street (near Bay St.) Tel: 322-8393 or 328-7157 

¢ Fax: 326-9953 

Crystal Court at Atlantis, Paradise Island Tel: 363-4161/2 

Lyford Cay (next to Lyford Cay Real Estate in 

Harbour Green House) Tel: 362-5235 

e-mail: www.colesofnassau.com ¢ P.O. Box N-1214 

  

       

    

      

     
       

       
   
     

           
         

CARPET, FURNITURE, MARBLE & TILE CARE 
THE Most THOROUGH RESTORATION & CLEANING EVER, OR THE Jos 1S FREE! 

NASSAU’S ONLY PROFESSIONAL, CERTIFIED STONE CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE SYSTEMS. 

Carpet, Upholstery, Stone and Marble Cleaning & 

Restoration Specialist. 

Prochem Cleaning Systems removes Deep & Heavy 

Soil, Bacteria, Grease, Watermarks and Stains from 

Carpeting & Furniture, restoring them.to like new 

at a fraction of replacement cost. 

* Carpet, Sofa’s, Loveseats, Chairs, Dining Chairs, Cars, 

Boats, Grout, Tiles, Marble & Stone 

Persian, Wool & Silk Carpet Cleaning Specialist 

Marble Polishing, Restoration & Care 

  

Authorized StoneTech Professional Contractor 

CALL PROCHEM BAHAMAS 

PHONE: 323-8083 or 323-1594 

ONLY WE CAN DO IT RIGHT! 

www.prochemsystem.com * www.stonetechpro.com * www.licrc.org 

¢ psp @coralwave.com 

   - YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF THE- 

‘PROCHEM SYSTEM (sm) 

  

ENTIRE STOCK FABRIC. 

ENTIRE STOCK OF FABRICS: 50% OFF % 
° COTTON 
° SILK 
¢ CHIFFON 
¢ TROPICAL FABRICS 
° CREPE 

e LINEN 
e LAMOUR 
¢ BROADES 
¢ BRIDAL 
¢ SPECIAL OCCASION 

Yel ef aRLol AM xee 

STORE 

td ariah 
*Hair Accessories 

off |° Artificial Flowers 

ALL! Figurines, Candle Holders, etc. 

PATTERNS - $2.00| , FABRIC. $1 per yd 

LENA MELE A LC Ll a Arar 

Where Fabrics, Crafts & Inspiration Meet 

ree ct 
Madeira St [242] 325-8233 « Robinson Rd [242] 322-3080  
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Code of Conduct still not law 

“QUT of the crooked timber of humanity, no 

straight thing was ever made,” wrote the Ger- 

man philosopher Emmanuel Kant. 

No one expects perfection from any human 

being — they are tempted, they misjudge, they 

make mistakes, yet for those who struggle 

against their weaknesses, they often overcome. 

Although no one should expect perfection, they 

can and should demand standards to which all 

should be held accountable. 

In 2002 the majority of Bahamians entrusted 

this country to the Progressive Liberal Party 

under the leadership of Perry Gladstone 

Christie. Mr Christie, the orator with the sil- 

ver tongue, came to power promising. much. 

As leader, said he, “I have created PLP 2002 as 

a party for our times — a PLP that will not 

only build new hospitals, schools, bridges and 

roads, but a PLP that will build up patriotism, 

pride, optimism and hope. These values must be 

brought to full flowering, otherwise, we labour 

in vain.” 
Whenever he can bring himself within the 

next few weeks to set a date for the general 

election, the Bahamian people will go to the 

polls to tell him whether he and his party 

achieved that “flowering,” or have laboured 

“in vain.” 
In Our Plan — a party manifesto that was 

meant to be his government's contract with the 

- ~Bahamian people —- Mr Christie also promised 

to restore faith in.-government by “appointing an _ 

|. independent Public Integrity Commission to 

-‘;ensure that the government is responsive to the 

people and that a standard of conduct is main- 

tained that is worthy of the people’s trust.” 

Of course, as with many of his other promis- 

es, no Public Integrity Committee, was ever 

appointed. The nearest he came to laying down 

a code of conduct for his cabinet ministers was 

a Code of Ethics, which crept to the table of the 

House, but hadn’t the energy to move to the 

floor for debate and passing. 
“This Code,” was to have provided “stan- 

dards for the conduct of affairs of Cabinet Min- 

isters to avoid conflict of interest, abuse of pow- 

er, enrichment of Ministers and corruption by 

the solicitation or acceptance of personal gifts or 

loans from organisations or individuals who are 

seeking to obtain or retain the patronage or 

, favour of the government.” 
It then listed the do’s and don’t’s for Minis- 

ters. However, although it got to the table of the 

. House, Mr Christie obviously lost focus, and it 

never became law. 
If it had, many of the scandals that surfaced 

during the Christie administration possibly could 

have been avoided. With no anchor to pull them 

in, several minister’s took the initiative to tempt 

‘fate. And always, Mr Christie, either didn’t hear 

about it in time to intervene, or didn’t believe 

the enormity of the transgression, or believed 

‘that unseen “forces out there” were setting a 

trap to bring his government down, And when 

a scandal blew up in his face, he seemed uncer- 

tain how to control it. 
He gave the impression that with the pas- 

sage of time, if he remained mute long enough, 

a swirling mist would come in and sweep it all 

away. wi 

If the Code of Ethics had been in place, and 

Ministers knew that it would be strictly 

enforced, Shane Gibson might today still be 

the Minister of Immigration, Labour and Train- 

ing. ; 

In explaining his friendship — Mr Gibson 

described it as a family affair — with the late 

Playboy playmate, and the fast-tracking of her 

residence permit when Minister of Immigra- 

tion, he seemed completely unaware of several 

other no-no’s in the toothless Code. 

“Ministers,” said the Code, “must avoid using 

their ministerial status or influence for the 

enrichment of themselves or their families.” 

We are not suggesting that Mr Gibson 

enriched himself, but he didn’t seem to be 

aware, in trying to show that theirs was a friend- 

ship that involved all his family, that he was 

putting himself deeper into difficulties. He 

explained that his mother was the baby-sitter for 

the playgirl’s baby and his wife provided spiri- 

tual guidance. It was later learned that his father 

piloted her newly purchased boat from Florida 

to the Bahamas. 
Eventually Mr Christie, in accepting Mr Gib- 

son’s resignation, had to admit that he was deal- 

ing with a man who had acted “improperly”, 

had acted “incorrectly” and had acted “ina 

way that his colossui error of judgment raises 

suspicions or whatever it is...” But, by demand- 

ing a certain standard of behaviour from this 

man, Mr Christie explained that he didn’t have 

to take “his head off his body to kill him polit- 

ically” and he didn’t have “to kill his wife and 

his children in doing so.” 

Mr Christie was not expected to take his 

head off his body, but he was expected to 

uphold the standards that this country should 

expect of their politicians. 

Mr Christie, who seems quick to find excuses 

for transgressions, should remember that even 

Jesus took whips to drive out the money chang- 

ers because they were defiling the temple. 

Bahamians are entitled to a standard of con- 

duct from their ministers that is “worthy of 

their trust.” 

THE TRIBUNE 

     
   

Sandyport and 
Anna Nicole 

Smith’s funeral 
EDITOR, The Tribune. 

THE funeral service for 

celebrity Anna Nicole Smith 

was held at the Mt. Horab 

Church here at Sandyport 

today (Friday). Because of the 

fame of Mrs. Smith the cere- 

mony drew large public 

crowds. 
The knowledge of this 

event came as a surprise to us 

here at Sandyport as we were 

not officially informed and 

found out only the day before. 

We had to scramble our Secu- 

rity Force and bring in many 

additional officers to make 

sure that property was pro- 

tected, that residents, shop 

owners and their customers 

had access to the property and 

that they were not unduly 

upset. All the additional staff 

had to be paid overtime. 
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There is garbage to clean up 

this afternoon. It is not right 

that Sandyport homeowners 

should have to carry these 
costs. 

After making inquiries 

Sandyport was informed of 

the normal rates to charge © 

members of the international 

press for access to private 

property. Local media were 

not charged. Importantly, the 

contracts referred to in the 

local press allowed Security 

to keep track of who was on 

our private property and set 

out a basic agreement that 

required a certain standard of 

behaviour that protected own- 

ers’ rights while allowing the 
media access. The charge 
helped to cover the cost of . 

increased Security and 

garbage collection. The mon- 

ey was paid to the Sandyport 

Homeowners Association, in 

full. The Homeowners Asso- 

ciation has decided that if 

there are any funds left over 

after the payment of expenses 

they will be donating these to 

charity. I should be grateful if 

you could please publish this 

letter in order to correct any 

misconceptions that might 

have arisen in people’s mind. 

GARTH BUCKNER 
President, 

The Sandy Port 
Development 
Company Limited 
Nassau, 
March 2, 2007. 

pen letter — 
to Dr Bernard 

Po 

et 

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

Minister Dr Bernard Nottage, who is now 

responsible for broadcasting: 

Dear Minister Nottage: . 
AS a Bahamian I write to voice my serious 

displeasure with the obvious and offensive bias 

currently been portrayed over ZNS radio, the 

voice of the Bahamas. Of immediate concern to 

me is the ever popular talk show Immediate 

Response with host Steve McKinney. Not to 

mention Afternoon Drive with Lady Russell, 

who is guilty of the same. Indeed ZNS-News is 

also representative of the same bias and must 

_ Nottage © 
form the same as host of a national (publicly 

paid) radio talk show and a serving public offi- 

Please publish this open letter to Health cial. 
Please tell me that I am wrong to assume 

that nepotism is the order of the day as seen in 

the credits of all Bahamas Information Ser- 

vices Television broadcasts. 

Honourable Minister, I, Peter T Carey, 

Bahamian born and bred, call upon you to 

cause the unashamed, deliberate attempts to 

promote all things PLP on our public airwaves 

to cease immediately. 
I would be most grateful if you can be so 

kind as to advise me of your progress. Indeed 

I will be more then Willing to present my case 

to whomever you deem I may have to. 

be addressed. 
However, I will deal with Immediate 

Response first. 
I am offended that the voice for all PLP 

commercials is the same voice as the host of 

Immediate Response. Please tell me that I am 

wrong to assume that the person who is Public 

Relations for the PLP party is allowed to per- 

The Bahamas, the capital of the world. Please 

register to vote. , 
Simply the best — way better than what we 

have now! 

PETER T CAREY 

Nassau, 

March, 2007. 

    

‘98 HYUNDAI 
‘00 HYUNDAI GALLOPER 

‘01 HYUNDAI COUPE 

‘04 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 
Very low mileage, very clean 

‘05 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
Only 5,000 miles plus very clean 

‘02 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 

‘03 SUZUKI BALENO 

‘04 SUZUKI IGNIS 

‘05 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 
‘89 TOYOTA BUS Best offer 

‘05 TOYOTA COROLLA 
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     British Colonial Hilton 
ANaSSen       

  

        
      

The British Colonial Hilton invites applications for the position of 

TRAINING MANAGER 

In this role, the Training Manager in conjunction with the 

Human Resources Director will be responsible for the planning, 

organizing and implementation of the training and development 

function or the resort. The position involves liaising with the 

management team to affect a continuous training and 

development process enabling a high performance team 

equipped to deliver desired and required results. 
      
       

     
       

     

  

        

  

    

           

        

    

     
    

    
    
       

     

The position requires the following: 

° 3-5 years proven experience in said capacity witha 

successful track record in the area of training and 

development while producing the highest level of quality 

customer service and satisfaction. 

Professional certification as a trainer by a recognized 

institution. 

¢ Strong planning, organization and implementation skills. 

* Ability to establish and effectively enice company 

standards and procedures. 

« Excellent presentation and communication skills with the 

ability to ne positive guest and team member relations 

+ Highly energetic with the ability to work long and flexible 

hours as needed to achieve the required results. 

* Above average working knowledge of various computer 

software in particular Microsoft Word, Excel, and 

PowerPoint. 

* A Bachelor's degree in Business Management (hospitality 

management preferred). 

The Human Resources Department 

BRITISH COLONIAL HILTON, NASSAU 

1 Bay Street 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Fax: 242-302-9040 

E-mail: recruitment.nassau@hilton.com 

A wonderful living 
example of civic practice 
EDITOR, The Tribune. 

IT CERTAINLY was 
extremely touching witness- 
ing the recent ceremony on 
Norman Solomon’s retirement 

from the chairmanship of the 

Bay Street Development 
chairmanship and suggests 

what a wonderful living exam- 

ple of civic practice this hon- 
_ ourable gentleman has given 

to his Bahamas. 
Gone forever are his elo- 

quent Budget debates in the 

House of Assembly where 

although those who were on 

the Government side would 

say too windy, his decisive 

arguments were historic to say 

the least. 
I always wondered if the 

Honourable Norman 

Solomon had ever been a 

Minister of Finance would he 

have surpassed Honourable 

Sir Stafford Sands who is 

acclaimed as the father of the 

modern Bahamas? 
Honourable Norman 

Solomon has a talent, an 

incredible gift to delve into 

complex numbers and speak 

with such eloquence for 

hours with no script but simple 

the highest honour Her’ 

Majesty, through our govern- 

ment can bestow on this 

true Bahamian is an hon- 

ourable knighthood of a 

senior level as here is a true 

Bahamian. 
To those who take on the 

mantle which he has fathered 

for so many years, the down- 

town redevelopment they 

have big shoes to fit and 

would be well advised to start 

and think small with the 

immediate cleaning up, re- 
painting and policing of Bay 
and surrounding streets. 

Recent video shown on 
ZNS TV-13 of the area close 

to the security fencing off 

Prince George is simply unac- 

ceptable and if there is going 
to be any serious action we 

have to start small keeping 
what’s here now clean and dis- 

ciplined and can’t wait for the 
big show, so to speak, as then 

the task will be enormous. 
Thanks Hon. Norman 

Solomon, your country is 
proud of your Parliamentary 

and civic service and we 
will all wish your improved . 
health. © 
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#1 AUTC DEALER IN THE BAHAMAS 
notes — today’s MPs please J WILLIAMS 

EAST SHIRLEY STREET ° 322-3775 ° 325-3079 Deadline: March 19, 2007 note. Nassau, 

Visit our showroom at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport) Ltd for similar deals * Queen's Highway * 352-6122 
If there isa candidate for February, 2007.
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Former minister considers 

‘running as an independent 

  

In brief 
Pair face 
cocaine 
possession — 

charges 

A 29-YEAR-OLD man 
and a 31-year-old woman 
appeared in Magistrate's 
Court yesterday in connec- 
tion with cocaine possession 
charges. 

Jeffrey Bain and Nishka 
Wright, both of St Albans 
Drive, appeared before Mag- 
istrate Carolita Bethel. 

Bain faced one charge of 
possession of eight grams of 
cocaine and both he and 
Wright faced a separate 
charge of possession of 29 
grams of cocaine. 
They both pleaded not 

guilty to the charges and were 
remanded into custody. 

A bail hearing was set for 
March 7. 

Man denies 

charge of 
marijuana 

possession 

A 21-YEAR-OLD McCul- 
lough Corner man appeared 
in Magistrate's Court yester- 
day to be charged with mari- 
juana poss: 2ssion. 

It is alleged that on Sun- 
day, March 4, Jamaal Symon- 
ette was found in possession 
of two ounces of marijuana. 
Symonette pleaded not 

guilty to the charge and was 
remanded into custody at 
Her Majesty's Prison. 

A bail hearing was set for 
March 7. 

Two men are 

arrested after 
discovery 
of firearm 

TWO men were arrested 
in the Rupert Dean Lane 
area early Sunday morning 
in connection with the dis- 

covery of a firearm. 
According to police, 

around midnight on Sunday, 
officers on mobile patrol in 
the Rupert Dean Lane area 
observed two persons in a 
black Nissan Sentra, who 

they believed were acting sus- 
piciously. 

The officers approached 
the vehicle and conducted: a 
routine search which led to 
the discovery of a .380 hand- 

. gun and une live round of 
ammunition. 

Share 
your 
news 

The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Call us 
on 322-1986 and share 
your story: 

      
      

          

    
FOR 3 IN 1 LAWN SERVICE 

Fertilizer, Fungicide, 
Pést Control 

aC MCMC sd 

322-2157 

  

TV 13 SCHEDULE 
TUESDAY, 
MARCH 6TH 

6:00 Community page 1540am 
11:00 Immediate Response 
noon ZNS News Update 
12:05 Immediate Response 

(Cont'd) 
1:00 Legends: John “Chippie” 

Chipman 
Island Life Destinations 
Turning Point 
Practical Principles: Kemp 
Road Ministries 
Ermest Leonard 
The Fun Farm 
ZNS News Update 
Andiamo 
The Envy Life 
Ardastra Gardens 
Seven Seas Informcial 
News Night 13 
The Bahamas Tonight 
A. F. Adderley Jr. High School: 
Jr. Junkanoo Celebration 
Island Lifestyles 
Holby City 
Caribbean Newsline 
News Night 13 
The Bahamas Tonight 
Immediate Response 
Cor munity Page 1540AM 

NOTE: ZNS-TV 13 reserves the 
right to make last minute 
programme changes! 

      
      
        

      

        
      

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
      
   

      
    

  

GEORGE Smith 
  
Morton Salt 

workers to tell. 

government 
about action 

@ By ALEXANDRIO MORLEY 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

INAGUA workers will be 
notifying the Department of 
Labour today of their intention 
to conduct a strike vote against 
the Morton Salt Company, The 
Tribune can reveal. 

Obie Ferguson, the legal 
advisor to the Bahamas Indus- 
trial Manufacturers and Allied 
Workers Union (BIMAWU), 
said the union and the company 
have reached an “impasse” in 
regards to negotiations over 
their industrial agreement. 

Last month, more than 100 

employees of the Morton Salt 
company in Inagua walked off 
the job in protest of a reduction 
in their work schedule. 
Morton Salt managing direc- 

tor Glen Bannister said the 
reduction was due to a low pro- 
duction of salt, at the compa- 
ny. 

But, BIMAWU president 
Wilfred Seymour said: "We will 
continue off the job until we’ 
receive the resignation of the 
managing director of Morton 
Salt and the human resources 
manager, and also until our 
industrial agreement comes to a 
conclusion because the work- 
ers on the job don’t feel that 
Mr Bannister has their interest 
at heart.” 

Attorney for the union: Mr 
Ferguson said he supports the 
union in its decision to strike. 

He said that for far too long, 

he has conducted negotiations 

with Morton Salt for an indus- 
trial contract, but the company 
has failed to agree to terms. 

"It should not take two years 
to negotiate a collective agree- 
ment nor should it take two 
years to address small issues 
that really should be resolved 
without taking any action,” Mr 
Ferguson said. 

Negotiations 

At the end of February, the 
workers were back on the job 
and negotiations between the 
union and the salt company 
were resumed at the Depart- 
ment of Labour in Nassau. 

At that time, Mr Ferguson 
said the negotiations were "fun- 
damental to the continuation of 
business" at Morton Salt. 

He said the union didn’t want 
to resort to industrial action, 

but it appeared that was the 
only way management would 
take the workers seriously. 

Mr Ferguson told The Tri- 
bune that he was scheduled to 
meet with the union yesterday, 
however,.he said, there was 

already a “strong” possibility 
that the workers will be taking 
some sort of industrial action 
to bring the matter to resolu- 
tion. 

The attorney said the posi- 
tion that Morton Salt was 
advancing during negotiations 
was “totally unacceptable” and 
he claims that a strike’ vote by 
the union is inevitable. 
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Rotary Club of 

West Nassau 

FUN, RUN AND WALK-A-THON 

T-Shirts & Registration Center 

College of The Bahamas 

Culinary Division 

11:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Tuesday - Friday 

  

@ By BRENT DEAN 

FORMER PLP minister 

George Smith is considering 
running as an independent can- 
didate for Exuma in the upcom- 
ing general election. 

Mr Smith made his first pub- 
lic comments surrounding the 
rumours of his candidacy to The 
Tribune in an interview yester- 
day. 

The former Cabinet minister 
and MP for Exuma said his first 
preference is to run as a PLP 
candidate for a second Exuma 
seat. 

However, if the government 
allows Exuma to remain as one 
seat, Mr Smith stated that he 

would consider contesting the 

_ Seat. 

“The idea has been advanced 
to me by various people who 
have a significant interest in 
Exuma, not just as major and 
potential developers, but those 
who have historic interests in 
Exuma,” he said. 

Mr Smith said a significant 
number of people, particularly 
in the Exuma cays, have indi- 

cated that they would like him 
to again represent the area. 

“Out of respect of them, even 
though it is difficult to go 
against one’s party, I have to 
give it serious consideration, 
which I will do. I will give it 
serious consideration once the 

boundaries have been publi- 
cised,” he said. 

Mr Smith’s desire to have the 
Exumas broken up into two 
seats comes from the increased 
demographic shift to the islands, 
as a result of the opening of the 
Four Seasons hotel at Emerald 
Bay; and, the geographic lay- 
out of the Exuma chain, which 
extends for more than a hun- 
dred miles, encompassing 

numerous islands and cays. 

Representation 
With a demographic shift that 

may lead to Exuma having over 
10,000 inhabitants in the next 

five years, Mr Smith suggested 
that the residents of this island 
chain would not get the per- 
sonal representation they are 
used to if the seat is not divided. 
He said: , 

“Even with the best of inten- 
tions, a single member is hard 
pressed to maintain the level of 
personal contact and attention 
people historically came to 
accept.” 

Mr Smith stated that he has 
advanced and advocated the 

idea of a second seat to the 
“appropriate individuals” in the 
PLP. Though, the final deci- 
sion on whether or not they 
took his advice will come when 
the report of the Boundaries 

Commission is released. 
Mr Smith did not wish to 

make any negative remarks 
about the current PLP repre- 
sentative for Exuma, Anthony 

Moss. However, he stated that if 

he was to run in a three-way 
race against the PLP and the 
FNM, he would be doing what 
is best for Exuma. 

Mr Smith asserted that the 
constituency needs creative 
leadership which would be able 
to encourage the people of Exu- 
ma to integrate with the new 
investments and the many new 
people that have — and continue 
to — migrate to the islands. 

The idea of conglomerating 
‘disparate Family Island seats 
into single seats is also some- 
thing Mr Smith strongly dis- 
agrees with. 

If Exuma remains one seat, 
Mr Smith’s possible candidacy 
would create a very competi- 
tive race in a constituency the 
PLP won by only 106 votes in 
the last general election. 

Mr Smith‘is also controver- 
sial candidate — as he resigned 
as a minister of the PLP gov- 
ernment in the mid 1980s, in 
part as a result of accusations 
levelied during the Commission 
of Inquiry that he had received 
gifts. 

Despite these allegations, Mr 
Smith went on to be re-elected 
in the.1987 and 1992 elections. 

- Resident's anger over 
inaction on septic tank 

lm By ALISON LOWE 
Tribune-Staff Reporter 

A HARBOUR Island resi- 
dent's patience with govern- 
ment has reached its end after 
a year of living next to a 
backed-up septic tank. 

The resident said that his 
home, in the main part of the 
settlement, has been blighted 

for over a year by the noxious 
odour of human waste that has 
been rising from a malfunc- 
tioning septic tank next to his’ 
property. 

"I'm sick and tired of it," he 
said. "It has been backed-up 
for quite some time." 

His entire family — includ- 
ing his 82-year-old mother and 
18-month-old grandnephew — 
along with other residents, 

have been forced to suffer the 

sulphurous stench for too long, 
he said yesterday. 

The smell is so strong that 
they cannot stomach sitting on 
their porch in the breeze any- 
more. 

And it cannot be good for 
tourism on the small island 
either, he suggested. 

The landlord who owns the 
property attached to the tank 
has made several promises to 
address the situation, but to 

date has done nothing, it was 
claimed. 

And government has also 
been slow in responding to the 
complaints. 

In fact, despite numerous 
calls to the Department of 
Environmental Health Ser- 
vices over the year, only in the 
last week has any official 
response been received, said 

the man. 
This came in the form of a 

visit to his home by an official. 
The official stated that a 

summons, possibly ordering the 
landlord of the property which 
is attached to the backed-up 
tank, to carry out reparative 
work, would be issued shortly. 
However, days have now 

passed and the island's admin- 
istrator has yet to receive the 
summons, which has left the 

resident wondering if the 
unhealthy and distressing 
problem is ever going to be 
addressed. 

"They need to hurry up and 
do something about it," he 

said. 
No official at the Depart- 

ment of Environmental Health 
Services was available for com- 
ment yesterday. — 

  
_ Don’t Miss it! Prices Marked 

~ Down! Some more than 50% OFF!
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ee  LYNDA Campbell, centre, PAHO World Iealth Organization (WHO) representative in the i DORIS Johnson Senior High School Head Boy Davario Rahming and Head Girl Lakeisha 

Bahamas, and Brent Hardt, second from right, US Charge d’Affairs, were among the guests atthe Moncur read the preamble at the commemorative ceremony 

commemorative ceremony on the 25th Anniversary of the Bahamas’ membership in the . ee ‘ 

Organization of American States at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Monday 
BB MINISTER of 

Foreign Affairs and 
the Public Service 
Fred Mitchell 
speaks at the 
commemorative 
ceremony on the 
25th Anniversary 

25th anniversary 
_ of Bahamas’ OAS   
  

  

    

of the Bahamas’ 
membership in the 
Organization of 
American States 
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HL JULIET Mallet Phillip, OAS representative, speaks at the: 

commemorative ceremony 
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@ MINISTER of Foreign Affairs and the Public 

Service Fred Mitchell, second from left, and Juliet 

Mallet Phillip, OAS representative, stand to 

attention during the playing of the National 

Anthem after the flag raising ceremony at the 

commemorative ceremony 

(Photos: BIS/Tim Aylen) 
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e St Andrew’s Alumni and Friends Association 

(STAAFA) 
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Pre Delivery Inspection, Full Detail In & Out, and Warranty 

Located: Thompson Blvd 
Parking Available ; 

Tel: 325-0881/2 Open:Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-5:00p. 
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Financing | Honda Civics 

ie ee Toyota Corollas 

Prices includes. Licensing. Inspection, Plates, Mats. Pull tank of gas. full service   

Mi THE Organization of 
American States flag at the 
commemorative ceremony 

The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
(or improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story.   NV SRT SE LE 

  

a
 

a
t
e
 

&



THE TRIBUNE 

  

  

eee Se 

Ingraham criticises goverment for 
‘path of neglect’ across Eleuthera 

Affirming his support of the 
candidacy of North Eleuthera 
MP Alvin Smith, FNM Leader 
Hubert Ingraham this weekend 
pointed to what he described as 
“the path of PLP neglect that 
stretches throughout Eleuthera”. 

The opposition leader 
pledged the FNM's commit- 
ment to provide areas of the 
north including Harbour Island 
—a “face of the Bahamas”-— 
essential services and infra- 
structure the present govern- 
ment has failed to provide. 

Mr Ingraham’s remarks came 
during the opening ceremony 
for the FNM’s headquarters in 
Harbour Island on Saturday 
night. 

He claimed that New Provi- 
dence, Grand Bahama, Abaco, 
Exuma, MICAL, Long Island 
and Ragged Island are for the 
FNM and urged Harbour Island 
to come along as well. 

He also criticised Prime Min- 
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ister Perry C Baus, for never 
visiting the people of Current 
Island, Eleuthera and urged him 
to do so, because “he will find 
all those souls who are neglect- 
ed ~ very neglected”. 

“T felt very badly today 
because I never drove on that 
bumpy, rocky, unpaved road 
that led from the ferry dock into 
the town — it ought to be paved 

~ and the FNM will do that. I did- 
mt know the public dock was 
no more — the FNM will re 
build that,” Mr Ingraham said. 

The former prime minister 
said that he was not aware that 

  

that the sGlooL dil not have 
flushing toilets.” 
“When I was in office it was 

my determination to make sure 
that we eliminated throughout 
the Bahamas outside toilets i in 
every school everywhere, and I 
was disappointed to discover 
that we, the FNM, did not put 
potable water in Current 
Island,” Mr Ingraham said. 

Roads 

The FNM leader said that he 
was also very disappointed to 

  

discover yesterday that Lower 
Bogue — a bastion of PLP sup 
port — still had roads that were 
in such bad shape. 

“I didn’t leave them like that, 
and I call upon Perry Gladstone 
Christie not to leave them like 
that either. Fix them. Fix them 
now. And if they don’t fix them, 
we will fix them when we win,” 
he said. 

The Bahamas, Mr Ingraham 
said, has discovered something 
it didn’t know before — that the 
PLP aren’t what they claim to 
be. 

“They sold us a bill of goods 
and now everybody in the. 
Bahamas can say ‘boy I didn’t 
know that’. They are very dis- 
appointed in what they have 
discovered. 

“Soon there will be an elec- 
tion. It ain’t long now. I am 
coming back to Harbour Island 
one more time before elec- 
tions,” he said. 

Laing reveals eight-point agenda during launch 
® By DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport Reporter 

FREEPORT - FNM candi- 
date Zhivargo Laing has 
promised to give strong leader- 
ship and better representation 
in parliament if he is elected as 
the next MP for Marco City — 
where about 400 registered vot- 
ers did not vote in the last elec- 
tion. 

Mr Lairz unveiled an eight- 
_ point legislative agenda to resi- 

dents of Marco City during the 
official opening of his con- 
stituency office in the East Sun- 
rise Shopping Centre on Friday 
evening. 

He was supported by his fam- 
ily, including his mother, for- 
met FNM Senator Naomi Sey- 
mour, his wife, Zsa Zsa, along 
with their three children, and 
other relatives. 

The Marco City constituen- 
cy, which encompasses around 
10,000 voters, was always a sure 
seat for the FNM until the 2002 
general election. 

Of the 4, 217 registered voters 
in Marco City, 3,812 persons 
voted. Former Marco City MP 
David Thompson of the FNM~ 
lost, having received 1,641 
votes, to PLP candidate Pleas- 
ant Bridgewater, who won with 
1,918 votes. CDR candidate 
Forrester Carroll got 80 votes, : 
and independents Frederick — 
McAlpine and Louise Ewing 
received 117 and 56 votes, 

respectively. 
The FNM believes that the 

405 persons who did not vote 
were mainly disgruntled FNMs 
who chose not to take part in 
the election. 

Mr Laing, who lives in Marco 
City, said it is a great honour 
to be the FNM candidate for 
Marco City, which was once 
represented by the party’s 
founder and national hero Sir 
Cecil Wallace Whitfield, and 
then later by David Thompson 
in the critical by-election that 
struck the first blow in the 
dethroning of the Pindling-led 
PLP in 1992, 

“We open this headquarters 
today as a defining moment in 
our campaign to give you better 
representation in the House of 
Assembly and a better govern- 
ment for our country,” he said. 

Mr Laing told the many per- 
sons attending the opening and 
mini rally at his campaign office 

"of plans to promote a Freedom 
of Information Act, a Amended 
Local Government Act to give 
further powers to local govern- 
ment, an MP Reporting to the 
People Act requiring MPs to 
give a comprehensive annual 
report of their duties, and a Bal- 
anced Budget Act. 

The former MP and cabinet 
minister said he will also push 
for a National Pensions Act, a 
Catastrophic Healthcare Act, a 
Better Businéss Act offering 
further protection to consumers 

from unscrupulous businesses, 
and a Transfer of Mortgage Act 
to allow the transfer of mort- 
gages without government fees. 

“I do not come to you empty 
handed. I come with real plans 
and programmes for making life 
in Marco City better,” he told 
constituents. 

Mr Laing, former minister of 
economic development, said he 
will be a law-maker, advocate 
and leader when representing 
the interests of his constituents. 

“IT will not be a quiet advo- 
cate, or an invisible advocate 
that is only an advocate when 
the press is around,” he said. 
“It can’t be right for me to 
spend five years representing 
you and things are just as they 
were when you elected me,” he 
said. 

He expressed his concerns 
about the high cost of living, 
overcrowded high schools, poor 
performance by students, lack 
of school safety, and unfinished 
subdivisions with unpaved roads 
and half finished infrastructure. 

Constituents, he said, also 
complain of the lack of com- 
munity and youth facilities and 
programmes, the lack of facili- 
ties for physically challenged 
persons and poor disaster pre- 
paredness and recovery. 

“Tam careful what I promise 
to people because I want to be 
able to deliver. I ain’t coming 
promising all kinds of jobs, but 
here is what I promise you: I 

Former PLP lieutenant | 
criticises treatment | 

of Grand Bahama 
@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport Reporter 

FREEPORT - A former 
PLP party executive accused 
the government of bringing 
nothing but “hard luck” and 
hard times to the island of 
Grand Bahama since 2002. 

Rev Frederick McAlpine, a 
former PLP national vice chair- 
man, criticised both Prime Min- 
ister Perry Christie and Tourism 
Minister Obie Wilchcombe for 
Grand Bahama’s depressed 
state. 

Speaking at the opening of 
Zhivargo Laing’s constituency 
office in Marco City on Friday 
evening, the once independent 
candidate for Marco City, now 
turned FNM, said many Grand 
Bahamians remain jobless and 
hotels are still empty — even 
with the closure of the Royal 
Oasis. 

He endorsed Mr Laing’s can- 
didacy in Marco City, describing 
him as a “decent young man,’ 
who is a committed family man, 
experienced politician and for- 
mer cabinet minister. 

Rev McAlpine left the PLP 
party in 2002 after failing to 
secure the nomination as the 
PLP’s candidate for Marco City, 
claiming that his candidacy was 
undermined by the party leader. 
He later ran as an independent 
Ce indidate. 

“I don’t deny. nor will I 

deny that there was a time 
when I supported them (the 
PLP). Some of you out there 

. have the same testimony,” 
he said. 

“T left them because I knew 
them and I knew what they 
would become towards the 
Bahamian people. Many of you 
are just now finding out what I 
knew from way back then,” said 
Rev McAlpine. 

He stated that even though 
the PLP was given a chance in 
Grand Bahama, where it won 
three seats, it has failed to deliv- 
er on its promises. 

Storms 

“During the last election cam- 
paign the prime minister came 
to Grand Bahama and his 
theme song was ‘the storm is 
over now’. Ever since he was 
elected we had three storms on 
this island recorded in our mete- 
orological history. 
“He promised us that we 

were going to have more jobs. 
than we’ve ever seen. Now we 
have more foreigners working 
jobs that Bahamians can do and 
many Grand Bahamians remain 
jobless,” he said. 

Rev McAlpine said that PLP 
West End MP Obie Wilch- 
combe’s claims that tourism is at 
its best ever is not proving to 
be true on Grand Bahama. 

“The Royal Oasis is shut 
down. If tourism is as great in 
Grand Bahama as he would 
have us to believe then Our 
Lucaya should be full in and out 
of season; and every mom and 
pop hotel should be full on this 
island,” he said. 

Rev McAlpine said Bahami- 
ans are struggling in Grand 
Bahama. He noted that homes 
are facing foreclosure, vehicles 
are being repossessed, children 
are being removed from private 
schools, and the entrepreneurial 
spirit has been crushed. 

“Our economy has been 
demoralised. The middle class is 
‘struggling to survive. The 
majority of us on the island 
have been living from pay 
cheque to pay cheque,” he 
added. 

Rev McAlpine also noted 
that the cost of living has esca- 
lated. 

He claimed prices have gone 
up by as much as 100 per cent 
on some grocery items, and that 
electricity has increased three 
times over the past five years. 
Turning his attention to 

overcrowding at public schools, 
he criticised Education Minis- 
ter Alfred Sears and Works 
Minister Bradley Roberts for 
coming to Grand Bahama to 
sign a contract for a new junior 
school almost five years into 
their term — just months before 
election. 

will be honest and | ain’t going 
lie to you. 

“IT-want to be fair, meaning 
you ain’t going to see me taking 
no foreign investor and ped- 
dling jobs only to FNMs when 
we represent all of Grand 
Bahama and Marco City. 
“Tam going to’ be account- 

able to you. I am going to be 
productive and report to you 
and tell you what | am doing. 

“I give you my experience as 
a former MP and former cabi 
net minister. | give you my 
experience as a business man 
and a believer in Jesus Christ, as 
a family man a community 
oe motivator and as a train- 

I will bring all of these to 
a on my service to you, “Mia 
Laing said. 

B@ ZHIVARGO Laing 
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FROM page one 
are turning around and selling 

the fill back to the government. 

Standing at the exact site he 

had been over a year ago, Mr 
Miller questioned the purpose 

of drawing attention to the dev- 
astation to the Bahamian land if 
time and again nothing is ever 
done to stop or arrest those per- 
sons guilty of doing it. 

“This whole country gone to 
hell. This is a waste of time,” 

he said. 
‘Mr Miller, who was accom- 

panied by police officers from 
the Carmichael Road Police 

Station, observed a payloader 

and an excavator at the site. 

According to the initial esti- 

mates, the area of about three 

acres had been dug about eight 
feet deep, and about $100,000 

worth of fill removed. In its 
place, garbage had been 
dumped — which Mr Miller 
said will eventually be covered 
by other fill to disguise the fact. 

“All persons responsible for 
allowing persons to come and 
destroy farm land in the 
Bahamas, their lease will be for- 

feited forthwith. So this lease 
for this land here is finished 
with,” he said. Mr Miller said 

that his ministry now has to put 
these persons before the courts. 

“T see no reason why the gov- 
ernment of the Bahamas, 

through the Attorney Gener- 
al’s office and through the 
courts cannot confiscate equip- 
ment as it is found on farm land. 
First of all they have no per- 
mission to be on the land; and 

my. view is that if you find any 
equipment on land that does- 
n’t belong to persons that have 
it there — the state itself, on 
behalf of the people of our 
country should be able to con- 
fiscate that. 
“And then keep that equip- 

ment until full restitution is giv- 
en to the government of the 
Bahamas on behalf of the peo- | 
pléof the Bahamas. And that is 
what we have to do. Unless we 

are only wasting time, and I’m. 

tired of wasting my time,” he 
said. fs; 

Mr Miller said that as far as 

destroying government land is 

concerned, the practice has 

been going on “for at least 20 

years”. 
Mr Miller estimated that 

there were no less than 50 sites 

throughout New Providence 

with more than 200 acres of 

land that was “totally 
destroyed” by such practices. 

Yesterday he led the press to 

four sites within a two mile 

radius that have become illegal 
fill yards, where the land was 

stripped, and certain sections 

are already being filled in by 

garbage. 
This common practice, he 

explained, is where a developer 

will remove all the valuable top 

soil and resulting fill from the 

area, and then fill it in with 

garbage — collecting fees at 

every juncture — before cover- 

ing the area again with debris 
which most often is utilised by 

the government then for low- 

cost housing. : 
This, he said, is why most 

houses in those areas find that 

their walls are cracking after a 

short period of occupancy. 
“As a society we have failed, 

you know. We have failed to 

implement fully the laws of our 

country. ‘ 

“You have some derelicts in 

this country who get away with 
murder — who get away with 

doing as they please because 

they know that nobody is going 
to do nuttin’. 

“They know that you all are 

here today. You may broadcast 

it tonight and it will be in the 

papers tomorrow. Wednesday 

they will be out here! Unless 
we confiscate this equipment 
they will be out here Wednes- 

day. I will bet any money. Take 
the equipment if you’re serious. 

’ And that’s the job of the police, 
not the Minister of Agriculture 
and Marine Resources,” he 
said. 
However the police at the 

scene said they are powerless 
to do anything. They claim that 

they would have to get direc- 
tives from powers “above 
them” as to what to do. 

Please be advised that the following vehicles 

stored at Betty K. Agencies USA. LLC, 3701 

N.W. South River Drive, Miami, F1.33142 will 

be sold to cover storage fees at public auction 

if not cleared on or before March 15th, 2007. 

Dario Smith 

Moss Auto 

Dellarese Williams 

T.C. Security 

Kir-Jak & CO. 

Pre Eminence Auto 

RL & Sons 

Robert Dieudonne_ 

Ingraham’s IMP 

‘Wayne Johnson 

Keith Rolle 

| Delano Brown 

Angelo Robert 

Jason Satchell 

Rado Major 

For further informat
ion, 

1997 Ford Escort 

1999 Ford E150 Van 

1989 Ford F150 

1998 Dodge Stratus 

1998 Dodge Intrepid 

1997 GMC Safari 

1997 Honda 

1996 Olds Cutlass 

2002 Ford Escape 

1998 Chevy 

1994 Nissan Sentra 

1996 Ford Contour 

2001 Dodge Intrepid 

1992 Honda Civic 

1993 GMC Jimmy 
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Hi MINISTER of Agriculture and Marine Resources Leslie 

Miller examines the site yesterday. 
(Photos: Tim Clarke/Tribune staff) 
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FREEPORT —- Grand 

Bahama police arrested two 

men in connection with the 

theft of a large quantity of 

copper telephone cable, which 

is the property of the 

Bahamas Telecommunication 

Company. 
Chief Supt Basil Rahming 

reported that on February 26, 

a technical construction super- 

visor at BTC reported to 

police that sometime between 

Tennyson Wells claims 

Two arrested in connecti 

with the theft of BTC cable 
February 22 and 26, unknown 

culprits had climbed up onto 

the utility poles erected in the 

Devonshire Subdivision over 

the Casuarinas Bridge near 

the water tanks and stole 230 

ft of No 600 pair of telephone 

cable and also 571 ft of No 300 

pair of telephone cable. 
Following an intense inves- 

_tigation into the matter, offi- 

cers from Central Detective 

Unit apprehended a 47-year- 

  

old male resident of Churchill 

Drive, and a 24 year old who 
resides at Grand Bahama 

Farms on Grand Bahama 

Highway. 
Mr Rahming said although 

a significant quantity of the 

stolen cable was recovered it 

had already been cut up by 
the culprits. The men are 
expected to be arraigned this 
week before the Court in con- 

nection with the matter. 

Ingraham misled 
colleagues over 

leadership intentions 
FROM page one 

he appeared on his Gems 

105.9FM radio show yesterday. 

Mr Wells described how, "less 

than twenty four hours" before 

the former prime minister 

announced his decision to run at 

the 2005 National Convention, 

both leadership contenders — 

Tommy Turnquest and Dion 

Foulkes— told him that Mr 

Ingraham had asserted that there 

was no chance of him doing so. 

"Less than 24 hours later he 

running and he's telling the pub- 
lic 'No one's going to take my 

name out of nominations and if I 

am nominated I'm running and if 
I win I'm going ahead with it," 

said Mr Wells. 
Mr Wells explained how. he 

had warned Mr Turnquest prior 

to the leadership election that 

Mr Ingraham, and a cadre of 

supporters, were orchestrating a campaign for 

— as 
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However, he said that when 

he warned Mr Turnquest of Mr 

Ingraham's alleged intentions, 

Mr Turnquest refused to believe 
him. 

"He thought I was talking non- 

sense," said Mr Wells, stating 

repeatedly that Mr Turnquest 

could not "truthfully deny" his 

version of the events leading up 

to Mr Ingraham's announce- 

ment. 

Against allegations that his 
claims were a case of "sour 

grapes", Mr Wells said that there 

is no way that he and about ten 

other former FNMs who feel 

similarly about Mr Ingraham 

could all be inspired simply by 

resentment. : 

Instead, he suggested that 
these people who have spoken 

out against Mr Ingraham are 
putting "their country first" 

knowing what the "position was" 

with. Mr Ingraham's clandestine 

leadership pretensions. 

him to run for prime minister again. 

He alleged that six or nine months prior to the 

National Convention he had asked him (Mr 

Wells) whether he would support him if he ran for 

leader again. 
"There's no way that I could believe that a for- 

mer prime minister and leader of a party that I 

supported for twenty-odd years would have come 

to me and say as a sitting member of parliament 

and ask me to support him as leader if that was- — 

n't going through his mind at the time," he said, 

adding that he told Mr Ingraham he would not. 

Furthermore, the Bamboo Town MP said that 

he told Mr Turnquest that he felt the FNM would 

be better off "in the long-term" with him at its 

helm. 
"T will venture to say that when the results are 

in in the next election, in terms of the popular 

vote now...I think the FNM will not get any more 

seats than they have now and the popular vote 

will have declined by the thousands," he said. 

"The people are not going to vote for the FNM 

simply because Hubert Ingraham is the leader," 

he said, adding: "It's a question of trust." 

Miller responds to trial delay 
FROM page one 

on now in regards to our son’s 
case over the past five years. 
“What happened today is 

typical as to what has hap- 
pened in this case from the 
beginning. Those persons who 
have the power have been 
allowed to do as they please 
from the beginning in this case. 
Today hasn’t surprised me 
because I was expecting any- 
thing 10 happen. I have already 
began to express my views in 
Parliament and I will contin- 
ue and finish up what I have to 
say. 

“JT appreciate the fact that in 
this case that justice, whatever 
it is perceive to be, those per- 
sons who have the authority 

   
FROM page one 

Stubbs will not be receiving a 
party nomination to run in the 
coming election. 

“Nothing has been officially 
announced, no candidates. 

“All we hear from the prime 
minister is that nothing has 
changed, that Sidney Stubbs is 
still our candidate, yet there 
are all these rumours out 
there,” she said. 

The supporter said that con- 
stituents of Holy Cross are 
becoming weary of the “inde- 
cisiveness” of the PLP execu- 
tives when it comes to 
the announcement of their 
slate of candidates for the elec- 
tion. 

“We want them to just make 

to do as they please have been 
doing that over the past five 
years. It doesn’t surprise me. I 

am somewhat taken aback, but 

it doesn’t surprise me,” he said. 
Mario Miller was found bru- 

tally murdered in 2002 only a 
mile away from his home on 

Prince:-Charles Drive. Since 
then the trial has been tied up 

in the Supreme Court, and was 
yesterday postponed once 
again until sometime in Sep- 
tember or October. 
Two persons are being held 

for the murder. 
During the last sitting of the 

House of Assembly Mr Miller 
launched a point-by-point 
recap of the events surround- 
ing what he termed “a con- 
spiracy” surrounding his son’s 

death. In his opinion justice 

a decision, or if no decision has 

yet been made, then tell us. We 
just want these rumours to 
stop,” she said. 

Mr Stubbs yesterday said he 
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was intentionally being sub- 
verted by those in authority to 
frustrate the matter. At the last 

seating, Mr Miller was inter- 
rupted by both Prime Minis- 
ter Perry Christie and PLP MP 
for San Salvador and Cat 
Island Philip “Brave” Davis 
who appealed to him not to 
continue with the matter. They 

pointed out to him that the 
case was before the courts. 

Tomorrow however, he is 
expected to finish his speech. 

“T hope that I am not inter- 
fered with as I was last week, 
because what I have to say in 

no way or form has any effect 

on the case that is before the 
courts of the Bahamas. 

“I won’t be so stupid as to 
adversely effect my son’s tri- 
al,” he said. A 

       

      
     

  

    
    
    
    

    
    
    

could not speak to last night’s 
gathering at the Holy Cross 
constituency office, but direct- 
ed The Tribune to Ms McMil- 
lan. 

A 
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on Boundaries commission 
FROM page one 

stood at 125,789, a hop, skip and jump from 

the 144,758 it was in 2002, but still a far cry 

trom the 160,000 goal of the Parliamen- 

tary Registration Department. 
Since the prime minister’s announcement 

of the date for the closing of the current 

register last month, there has been an 

increase in registration, but not nearly 

enough to satisfy some observers. 

Errold Bethel, the Parliamentary Regis- 

trar, told The Tribune yesterday that the 

department did not think it was necessary 

to adjust the 160,000 goal because there 

was still a chance that the objective could 

be met. 
He pointed out that yesterday’s registra- 

tion was “quite good” and expected a 

healthy turn out up until the March 12th. 

“I think people come out at the last 

minute and I think we are beginning to see 

that today,” Mr Bethel said. 
The 2002 election was a record breaking 

year for registration. It produced the high- 

est number of registered voters for any 

election. 
Both government and opposition mem- 

bers: have expressed frustration at both the 

sluggish registration and the “foot drag- 

ging” of the boundaries commission. 

Those sympathetic to the commission 

point out, however, that the commission 

was unable to meet and make a decision on 

e Figures for 2007 are based on statistics 

provided by the Parliamentary Registration 

Department up to 3/03/07. Figures for 2002 are 

based on statistics from the Parliamentary 

Registration Department for the general elec- 

' tions held on 5/02/02. 

Region 2007 / 2002 registration 

New Providence ...ssssssssessse 85,200 / 97,768 
: Grand Bahama & Bimini ....... 20359 / 23,575 

Family Islands «0.0... 20230/ 23415 

FRO tala A pareaeitiataantings 125789 / 144,758 

Constituency 2007 / 2002 registration 

PAG un st ROT ano: 4613 / 4001 

   

    

: Bain and Grants Town...........05 2947 / 4204 

5 Bamboo Town ou... essences 3384/4123 | 

2 Blue Hills... essseessseessseeteeteenseennees 4832 / 4265 

Carmichael .s.s.ccutstecetadeghsys seeds 3452 / 4020 

Delaporte ..4.cciiscasarmricaeeee 4317 / 4137 

Elizabeth wiscunssvinssnsaecices 3754 / 4139 

: Bnplerstoit veg cacrcaantvedsccttes 3066 / 4331 
a 2972 | 4125 
Pe 3345 / 4117 

Farm Road 

Fort Charlotte 
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the constituency boundaries precisely 

because of the low voter turnout. 
This, in the opinion of Mr Symonette, 

could have been avoided if Prime Minister 

Perry Christie had announced the date for 

the closure of the registry earlier than he 
did. 

“If they had published the notice that 

the register was going to close a lot earlier 

when Mr Ingraham and the FNM was ask- 

ing Mr Christie to do so, the upswing in 

registration that you have seen would have 

happened a lot earlier which would have 
meant that more people would have been 

registered and this boundaries exercise 

could have been done a lot earlier. 

“This would have been in keeping with 
what the PLP had in ‘Our Plan’, which was 

six months before election, but here we 

are at almost six weeks. It’s going to pose 

some difficulties and it really questions the 

democratic process,” the FNM deputy 

leader said. 
However, Mr Roberts said the fact that 

the commission would be meeting today 

and concluding the process speaks for 

itself. 
“If you look at the past as an example, 

once there was an indication of the clo- 

sure of the register people start to flock 

and you are seeing that again this time,” he 

said. 
Because of this, he said, there should be 

no cause for anxiety. 3 

Fox Hill wee cad RMU res 3590 / 3823 

Garden Hills icc... ceccssseesreeeeeees 3142 / 3738 
   

        

Golden Gate ......ccccscccsccesereeveeees 3454 / 4150 

PIOLY CLOSE psiessathsiecnsodisttyrsaseeionsts 3975 / 3927 

Kennedy .......csececseeeeens Scie Mewes 3118 / 3949 

Marathon .. Rd sun'dvesatsscaeas 3122 / 3932 

MOntagu .u.....sssssseseseesseeeeeeenenesensees 3760 / 4075 

Mount Moriah ......ccceeeceseeeeeeeeees 3518 / 3936 

PINE WOOK .......scescsereeeeeees ..3623 / 4286 

St. Cecilia v.ccccecseeseseeeee 3052 / 4274 

St. Margarets ........ ..3021 / 4147 

    

St: Thomas More ........eseeceseeeeee 2935 / 4205 

‘South Beach .......ccsceesesseseeeeeeeeeee 4391 / 3987 

YAMACTAW .......ceeee 3817 / 3877 

Eight Mile Rock ..3539 / 4040 

High Rock ue 3434 / 3585 

TSUCAY A ieeccotenessntsissassrsssidecaseliecstenese 3212/ 3754 

Marco City oo. cesceeeeeeseeseeeeeeees 3534 / 4217 

PineTidge ...... ss sesssssseeseeeseeees 3236 / 4070 

West End & Bimini 3404 / 3909 

North Abaco ....cccescessseeeesseseeeeees 3048 / 3312 

South Abaco .....ccsseescessecesseeseeeaee 2058 / 2624 

North Andros & Berry Island ....1992 / 2388 

South Andros .......:cccccceeeceseeeeseeees 2059 / 2335 

North Eleuthera ...........cseeeeeeeens 2713 | 3367 

South Eleuthera ........... cesses 2257 | 2739 

Cat Island Rum Cay & San Sal ..1354 / 1443 © 

EX ssidigsiesecgethsstsegemeentes edict sates 2065 / 1966 

Long Island & Ragged Is. ........... 1529 / 1946 

MICA Linea. ately 1155 / 1295 

NUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION 

March ] 1-1 8, 2007 - East Street Tabernacle 

THEMES & 

Power Posse 

BISHOP RANDALL E. HOWARD 
General Overseer (Worldwide) 

BISHOP DR. BRICE H. THOMPSON 
General Presbyter (Caribbean & Atlantic Ocean Islands) 

BISHOP DAVID H. BRYAN 
Global Outreach Director 

BISHOP CLAYTON N. MARTIN 
National Overseer (Jamaica, Cayman Islands, Guyana & 

French Guiana} 

MINISTER MORAIS L. CASSELL 
Regional Youth Director (Northeast U.S.A. Region & Bermuda) 

) Ministering in anointed song and performance will be the 
} Convention Choir and Praise 

Ch dffice 
¢ with 

Team; the ‘Tabernacle Concert 

ssed People 
ACTS 1:8 

Monday, March 12th, 2007 

National Overseer, Bishop Dr. Elgarnet B. Rahming will deliver his j 

Annual Address LIVE VIA RADIO BAHAMAS 

Sunday, March 18th, 2007 

Annual Baptismal Procession will leave the Tabernacle for the 

Western Esplanade followed by the live ZNS Radio and TV 13 evening 

broadcast Service. 

Final Message on Convention Theme: 
Power Possessed People 

will be delivered by 
National Overseer, © 
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7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 [ 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 
=a 0) 1 OC NN Lt ad et 

* Great Romances|Winged Migration The seasonal flying pattems of birds. Suze Orman: Women & Money 1 

WPBT of the 20th Cen- (CC) 
u ry 
The Insider (N) [NCIS “Dead and Unburied’ The | The Unit “Force Majeure” The Unt | 48 Hours Mystery © (CC) 

@ WFOR|n (cc) body of a missing lance corporal is |must save a hospitalized African dic- 
found. 1 (CC) tator. A (CC) 

Access Holly- _|Dateline NBC Members of Pervert- |Law & Order: Criminal Intent A a Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 

WTV4 |wood (N) (ck) ed Justice work to expose potential {mer ambassador's daughter is bru- |Tattooed murder victims lead to a 

Internet predators. (N) (CC tally murdered. 1 (0c) prostitution ring. © (CC) 

Deco Drive American Idol The top eight men. |House A 35-year-old musical savant| News (CC) 

WSVN (N) 0 (CC) is admitted to the hospital with a 

  

  

movement disorder. (i Sie es 

Jeopardy! (N) _/America’s Funniest Home Videos Primetime “The Outsiders” (N) (CC)/Boston Legal Alan Shore helps Jer- 

WPLG (cc) Akneeboarder skids onto shore; a ry Espenson, whose client stands 
sea gull eats hot dogs. accused of murder. (CC) 

CABLE CHANNELS: «, 

; CSI: Miami ‘Legal’ 1 (CC Dog the Bounty Dog the Bounty Dog the Bounty 

A&E woe ; it Hunter Beth's fa-|Hunter “Father |Hunter Former 
Flash” 1 (CC) ift. (CC) ther falls ill. and Son” (CC) — |team-member. 

Hardtalk BBC News World Business |BBC News Take Off BBC News World Business 

  
      BBCI (Latenight). |Report (Latenight). (Latenight). |Report 

o 

Hotwyred (CC) | NEXT FRIDAY (2000, Comedy) Ice Cube, Mike Epps, Justin Pierce. |College Hill (N) {College Hill (N) 

BET era A young man lives ih kin who won the lottery. (CC) (CC) (CC) 
-* 

CBC Antiques Road- [Rick Mercer Re- |This Hour Has [Hustle “The Bollywood Con’ (CC) |CBC News: The National (CC) 
he 

show port (CC) 22 Minutes (CC) 

00) Onthe | Fast Money Deal or No Deal Contestants get a [The Big Idea With Donny Deutsch let Cha rlie the ae 

CNBC loney chance to win money. 1 (cc) a 
) 

(00) The Situa- [Paula Zahn Now (CC) Larry King Live (CC) Anderson Cooper 360 (CO) Bahamian Pu ppet an d ne 

CNN tlon Room 
- 

Cops “Ari Cops ‘Mardi {Cops “Mardi |Cops “Mardi oo ne Hot Pursuit |Hot Pursuit SUS smiles a OMe 7 . : a 
‘ops “Arizona” |Cops “Mardi ops “Mardi “Mardi S ot Pursui rsu 

! 

COURT a Gras '04No. 1” |Gras 04 No.2” |Gras 2003" 0 

|The Suite Life of x SNOW DOGS (2002, Comedy) Cuba Gooding Jr., James Coburn, | Life With Derek |Phil of the Fu- 

Scrubs “My Nick-|The Daily Show |The Colbert Re- |Mind of Mencia [South Park dim Gaffigan: Beyond the Pale is sidekic | Jere. UU ; : 

COM name” 0 lec) With ion Stew- {port Ben & Jerry. |Dave Attell (CC) |‘Spontaneous |The comic performs. (CC) h d k k e k es t : j 

ant(cc) (cc) 
CC) kids’s faces. 

        

      
     
        

   
   

      

  

   

  

  
  

DISN Zack & Cody 1 |Sisqo. A Miami dentist becomes a sled-dog racer in Alaska. PG'(CC) Casey lies. (ture “Maybe-Sit- 
CC ay (CC) ting’ 0 lec) 

* 

DIY This Old House |Rock Solid DIY to the Res- |Bathroom Reno-|Bathroom Reno-|10 Things You Trade School (N) 
; 

1 (CC) cue vations vations Must Know \ ; 7 

In Focus (Ger- |Journal: Politik direkt [Journal In = [Euromaxx Journal: InFocus | B VI NG you Vv chi | d ren to the : 

DW man). Tagestema . {Depth Tagestema | | D | A ; os 

The Daily 10 (N) |The Hilton Sisters: The E! True Hollywood Story Nicky and Paris |The Girls Next | The Girls Next 
ior 

EI yo En eG) y " Door Door Mct appy Hour at McDonald's in * 

-00) College Basketball Mid-Continent Tournament [College Basketball Horizon League Tournament Final -- Teams TBA. 
ales 

ESPN en “eas TBA Fom usa, Oka (CC (live) (CC) | Palmdale eve ry Thursd ay ' 

(:00) SportsCen-/UEFA Champions League Soccer Round of 16, Leg 2 -- Lyon vs. Roma, SportsCenter -- International Edi- - \ a 

ESPNI [ergo ned (C0 | tion (Live) from 3:30pm to 4:30pm during the ; 
Daily Mass: Our [Mother Angelica Live Classic Religious Cata- |The Holy Rosary| Threshold of Hope ; is 

EWTN [aye Ereua® | month of March 2007, :   00) Cardio _|Blaine’s Low |Blaine’s Low [Reunion Story neat 1 neat 1 

FIT TV [Bana (co) [oar Kitchen [Carb Kitchen 
: 4 i t ith Vi FOX-N Cc Fox Report- |The O'Reilly Factor (Live) (CC) [Hannity & Colmes (Live) (CC) On the Record With Greta Van   

    

    

     
  

    

  

    

   

      

     
     

     

    

   
    

   
   

            

   
    
   

   

    
  

   

   
    

      

  

  

     

    

      

  

   

        

Shepard Smith Susteren (Live) (CC) 
5 

FSNFL (00) NHL Hockey Florida Panthers at Atlanta Thrashers. From Philips —|Best Damn Top 50 Unforgettable |The FSN Final 
a 

: rena in Atlanta. Ieubject to Blackout) (Live) Plays (Live) Score (Live) ; : ‘ 

Enjoy Great Food, Pr d Lots of F 
GOLF inside the PGA  |Best Ever (N) Big Break Vil: Reunion Big Break Vil: Reunion (N) njoy rea ; 1Z¢Cs al\ § OF FUN. 

our A 

GSN Lingo (CC) Who Wants to Be a Millionaire © |Game Show Countdown: Top 10 {Chain Reaction |I've Got a Secret 
= 

(CC) Hosts (CC) (CC) 
Re 

(:00) Attack of {X-Play (N) Star Trek: The Next Generation |Cops “Coast to Cops “Coast to of 

G4TeCH the Show! (0) Mdentity Crisis’ 0. (CC) Coast’ 1 (CC) {Coast 0 (Cc) | | | qd. 
00) Walker, |Walker, Texas Ranger Kidnap vic- |WHERE THERE'S A WILL (2006, Comedy-Drama) Frank Whaley, Marion ? in’ it 

HALL Ps Ranger {tims Alex and Trivette will drown un- |Ross, Christine Elise. A con man on the run seeks refuge wih his grand- Uensouta a Ly 

“Live-girls.now’ less Walker finds them. mother. (CC) | | f ef 

Buy Me 1 (CC) |Design Inc. The Style Dept. |How Not to Decorate Justin and {Designer Guys {Design Rivals 
wi 

HGTV “Ghent Condo” |‘Make an En- {Colin take on a psychedelic house "A Modern Take "ram Flow’ a 

} 1 (CC) trance’ © (CC) |in Eastboume. (CC) on Retro” Kitchen. (CC) 
* 

Morris Cerullo |Breakthrough Christ in Inspiration To- [Life Today (CC) |This Is Your Day |The Gospel 

InsP [reer Fegieh Eee igen [ee ee) 
RebaRebais |My Wifeand  [Accordingto [According to /Friends Ross Everybody Everybody 

KTLA rushed to the  |Kids Home child-|Jim Jim thinks Jim Jim deletes and his girlfriend |Loves Raymond |Loves Raymond 

hospital. (CC) birth. (CC) ‘Gracie is lying. photo. (CC) {go away. “Debra's Sick” |The Ball’ (CC) 

Still Standing _|Reba Reba's par-|Reba “A Midse- [FATAL TRUST (2006, Suspense) Carol Alt, Amy Jo Johnson. A widow 

LIFE “fill Holding” ©. [ents come fora |mester Night's learns a doctor is killing his elderly patients. (CC) 
(CC) visit. (CC) Dream’ 

:00) Hardball |Countdown With Keith Olber- Scarborough Country A Shot in the Dark 

MSNBC [i 
NICK Jimmy Neutron: [SpongeBob [FullHouse |Full House ‘Mr. |Growing Pains jRoseanne \ {Roseanne /\ 

Boy Genius  |SquarePants 1 |(CC) Egghead’ (CC) | (CC) (CC) 

:00) Gilmore [NCIS The body of a missing lance |House “Half-Wit’ (N) 0 PA) (CC) |News (CC) |News 

NTV Een) (¢C) looperalis found (1 (CC) ES . & 

American Thun- |NOPI Tunervi- [Super Bikes! Epic Ride (N ~ |V-Twin Motorcy- |The Motocross | 
a 

sPeeD [rea Pee eee et “ 
Jordan Rubin Behind the Joyce Meyer: —jJohn Hagee To- |Bill Gaither (CC) |Praise the Lord (CC) 

= 

TBN Scenes (CC) | Enjoying Every: {day (CC) 
*, 

day Life (CC) 
*, 

Everybody Everybody Everybody Sex and the City|Sex and the City|Friends Phoebe |Friends Phoebe 
+ 

TBS Loves Raymond |Loves Raymand Loves Raymond |‘Catch-38" 1 — |*Qut of the Frying|finds her birth finds meaning in * 

N (CC) ‘Traffic School’ |Midlife crisis.  |(CC) Pan’ 0 mother. O (CC) {a stray cat. (CC) gn 

:00) Miami Miami Ink “The Car Star’ Christo- [Miami Ink “Garver’s Injury” Symbol- [Miami Ink “Bella Boot Camp” Ami’s 
* 

TLC pte Jacobs and Gabriel the Wolf- ic tattoo. (CC) dog gets out of hand in the shop. re 

| oy. (CC) . y ts 
(:00) Law & Or- [Law & Order Fontana and Falco ar-|The Closer (CC) The Closer “About Face” A movie 

a 

TNT der “Bodies” \ |rest an aleged arsonist after a blaze slar’s wife is murdered, (CC) a 

: (CC) (DVS) Kills a firefighter. (CC) (DVS) 
vos 

:00) Good Wilt |Home for Imagi- |Home for Imagi- |Camp Lazio | Home for Imagi- |Ed, Edd n Eddy |Futurama “Fu- 
ley 

TOON Hamtng nary Friends on a en Beans’ nary Friends ; turestock’ (CC) 

    

    

  

  

TV5 On n’est pas couché D. (SC) 

: Storm Stories Abrams & Bettes Weather: Evening Edition (CC 
TWC _[Landsides. (C0) ne eens 

i 00) Duelo de {La Fea Mas Bella Lety es una nifia {Mundo de Fieras (N Ver Para Creer 

UN IV line dulce, romantica e inteligente, pero " i 
apenas atractiva. (N) 

(:00) Law & Or- [Law & Order: Special Victims Unit| x & 2 FAST 2 FURIOUS (2003, Action) Paul Walker, Tyrese, Eva 
USA der: Criminal In- |A pregnant woman's unborn child is |Mendes. Two friends and a U.S. customs agent try to nail a criminal. (CC) 

tent © (CC) taken from her. 0 (CC) 

VH1 Sa Love New |I Love New York “Momma Said —|I Love New York Ex-girlfriends dish.|The Agency —_| Australia’s Next 
ork 1 Knock You Out’ 1 a Canadian model. |Top Model 

VS (at) NHL Hockey Colorado Avalanche at Boston Bruins. From TD Ban- |Hockey Central |Boxing Best of Fight Night Live 

" north Garden in Boston. (Subject to Blackout) (Live) (Live) —-|2006. 

(00) America’s [Funniest Pets & [Funniest Pets & [Funniest Pets & Funniest Pets & |WGN News at Nine (CC) 

WGN Funniest tie People 1 (CC) {People 1 (CC) |People © (CC) |People “1 (CC) 
eos 

“ 

: Everybody Gilmore Girls Lorelai, Rory and | Pussycat Dolls Present: The CW11 News at Ten With Kaity 4 i ak | 40 

WPIX Loves Raymond |Emily take a road trip to North Car- |Search for the Next Doll Eighteen |Tong, Jim Watkins (CC) 5 
olina for a wedding, (N) (CC) 

“ ‘ 
ASN SS'JEE 

‘The Ball’ (CC) contestants audition. (N) (C' 

Jeopardy! (N)  |Dr. Phil 1 (CC) Jeopardy! (CC) |News Frasier Daphne |Frasier “A Day in 

WSBK icc} a Roz pose as |May" (CC) 
rane wives. 

reyes a 1 = = ee 
The Sopranos “Johnny Cakes’A |GHOSTS OF ABU GHRAIB (2007)      

    

  

     

         

   

  

| (6:30) 4 x RETURN OF THE JEDI (1988, Sci 
HBO-E _ [ence Fiction) Mark Hamill. Luke Skywalker and his —_jreal estate offer tempts Tony. Some U.S. soldiers abuse inmates 

comrades face a final confrontation. © ‘PG'(CC) —_|(CC) at an Iraqi prison. ‘NR’ 

8 X%% AQUAMARINE (2006, Comedy-Drama) [Rome “Philippi” Two armies clash, Rome “Death Mask’ Servilia drives 
HBO-P __ [Sara Paxton. Two youngsters discover a mermaid in with the future of Rome at stake.  |Atia to distraction. (CC) 

their beach club's swimming pool. 0 ‘PG’ (CC) (CC) 

% #4 RETURN OF THE JEDI (1983, Science Fic- 6:30) x * 15) The Making} Real Sports (CC) 
HBO-W HONSTER-N- bf Mente tion) Mark Hamill. Luke Skywalker and his comrades 

LAW (2005) 0 |Law 0 face a final confrontation. 1 ‘PG' (CC) 

:00) % &% YOU'VE GOT MAIL (1998, Romance- | + 4 PRIME (2005, Romance-Comedy) Meryl Streep, (‘) Music and    
        

   
  

HBO-S Comedy) Tom Hanks. Two bitter business rivals con- |Uma Thurman. A recently divorced woman dates the Lyrics: HBO 
duct an online love affair. © ‘PG’ (CC) son of her therapist.  ‘PG-13' (CC) First Look (CC) 

pt) tok, i 5) & & ELEKTRA (2005, Action) Jennifer Gamer, Terence Stamp, | BILLY MADISON (1995, Come- 

MAX-E ENEGADES _ [Kirsten Prout. An assassin tries to protect a man and his daughter. (1 dy) Adam Sandler, Darren McGavin. 

(1989) 'R’ (CC) |'PG-13' (CC) 2 PG (CC)   

  

Ml OM AX fis bal HE SeAeH OE Se ee (198 Action) Sean Sg (At ; 4 PROB: a ne G e o ae 

94) Tim Robbins. Premiere. Innocent man goes to a|Mark Harmon, Meg Ryan. Army provost marshal, i ft C t 

ine prison for life in 1947. 'R’ (CC) Frisco detective clash over mu er. 1 'R'(CC) (1990) OV f e i e f ti i Cc all es! 

6:30) * x THE |(:15) x & URBAN LEGEND (1998, Horror) Jared Leto, Alicia Witt, Re-_jAlex Reymundo’s Hick-Spanic: | Pe e See 

SHOW BG Mie becca Gayheart, iTV, A lunatic embarks upon a campus murder spree. Live in Albuquerque itv) The ‘ mM a e great gi S | eA: :     'R’ (CC) comic performs. 

% + HOTEL RWANDA (2004, Drama) Don Cheadle, Sophie Okonedo, | # * DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN (2005, Com- 

TMC vpacui Phoenix. A hotelier saves 1,200 Tutsi refugees from slaughter. |edy-Drama) Kimberly Elise. A woman starts over after 

1 'PG-13' (CC) her husband leaves her. ‘PG-13' (CC) 
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Infrastructure 

projects underway 
on Cat Island 

BENNETT’S Harbour, Cat 
Island — A nearly-completed 
dock in the north, new seawalls 

and repairs to roads damaged 
by recent hurricanes are some 
of the infrastructural projects 
underway in Cat Island at the 
moment. 

The projects are “a blessing” 
to residents and visitors alike, 
according to Chief Councillor | 
Hancil Strachan. 

“In Cat Island, today, we 
have developments going on 
both ways, north and south,” 
he said. “If we have anyone 
here now who would like to 
work, there is full employment 
in the construction field.” 

Mr Strachan said the dock in 
the Arthur’s Town/Bennett’s 
Harbour area is near comple- 

- ‘tion and other jobs, including 
home construction, road repairs 
and seawalls, are providing jobs 
for many Cat Islanders. 

According to the Ministry of 
Works, the new dock facility 
comprises 230 feet of new steel 
sheet pile bulkhead, with a con- 
crete coping beam, new con- 
crete sidewalks, a new concrete 
roll-on/roll-off ramp, new bol- 
lards for ship berthing. 

In addition, the existing har- 
bour is being dredged to accom- 
modate larger vessels. 

“Once we have this, this dock 
alone is prosperity,” Mr Stra- 
chan said. “Once we have the 
dock here, boats will come ... 
this means a lot to us as soon as 
it is finished. This is what we 
have been waiting on for years.” 

Mr Strachan commended 
Minister of Works and Immi- 
gration Bradley Roberts, say- 
ing, “He understands the Fam- 
ily Islands and the way of the 
people.” 

The new seawalls in the areas 
of New Bight, Knowles’ and 
Tea Bay are helping to protect 
the roads, which were severely 
damaged by recent hurricanes. 

  

BA SECTION of seawall in Knowles’, Cat Island 

  

Wi A VIEW ofa section of the new dock teltig built in the 
Bennett’s Harbour area 

“After the hurricanes, the 
roads were pretty bad,” Mr 
Strachan said. “It was so bad 
that we never thought that it 
would be fixed already.” 
He commended the contrac- 

tor, Emile Knowles of Knowles 
Construction and Development, 
Ltd, for the work.. 

“With that kind of seawall, we 

(Photos: BIS/Patrick Hanna) 

are not looking to have any more 
problems after this. We do 
believe that it is being done the 
right way,” he said. “Without the 
seawall there, the water would 
just take the road out again.” 

The road repairs are meeting 
the increasing needs of 
motorists and do not hinder the 
traffic flow, he said. 

Atlantis invites you to join 
our dynamic 

FOOD & BEVERAGE TEAM 

Apply now to. be a 

Barback, Busser, Bartender 
Hostess, Pool Attendant & Butler 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 

° 
® 

Must be 18 years or older 
Must be customer service oriented 
Must have modeling experience | 
Must have strong personal presence 

Both males and females are encouraged to apply. 

if you meet the requirements apply online today at 

www.atlantispijobs.com   

and explore a world of fantastic opportunities 

ATLANTIS 
PARADISE ISLAND» 
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Potcake star Amigo entertains the 
crowds at New Orleans Mardi Gras _ 

one of his hind legs, and 
extensive chemotherapy 
treatment. 
However according to 

those closest to him, Amigo’s 
brave spirit prevails and he 
continues to work to fulfill 
his mission — trying to ‘make 
the world a better place for 
potcakes by raising aware- 
ness of their plight. 

‘Barkus’ is one of the most 
popular events of Mardi 
Gras, bringing together hun- 
dreds of dogs and their own- 
ers, all dressed in elaborate 

FOR the second year, pot- 
cake star “Amigo” wowed 
the crowds in New Orleans 
as he sailed through the 
French Quarter, on his own 
float, as the grand marshall 
of Barkus, the animal parade 
of Mardi Gras. 
Sporting an elaborate 

feathered headdress and silk 
cape in the Bahamian, 
colours of yellow and 
turquoise, Amigo, accompa- 
nied by his human, Frances 
Singer-Hayward as well as 
his beloved trainer/friend 
Bill Grimmer, happily 
acknowledged the large, 
enthusiastic crowds that 
lined the route of the parade, 
to support him. 
Amigo is very much 

aligned to New Orleans and 
its struggle to survive. After 
Hurricane. Katrina, he 
“helmed” the Amigo 

' Express, a rescue mission 
that transported a large num- 
ber of animals from the 
stricken Gulf Coast to the 
ARF facilities in East Hamp- 
ton New York. 

As a example for chal- 
lenged potcakes, Amigo is 
seen as a very fitting repre- 
sentative for the challenged 
animals of New Orleans as 
well as the Bahamas. 
Amigo now faces yet 

another challenge, having 
been diagnosed with cancer, 
requiring the amputation of 

Armstrong Park to give a 
wild sendoff to the leaders 
who travel in style, in elabo- 
rately decorated floats, to the 
music of Dixiland Bands. _ 

The theme of the parade 
this year was “A Streetdog 
Named Desire” inspiring 
many Tennessee Williams 
lookalikes, as well as Stellas 
and Blanche DuBois’ — all 
characters in the famous play 
and movie, A Streetcar 
Named Desire which starred 
Marlon Brando. 
Bahamians in attendance 

this year said there is still a 
poignancy to the event, 
which is in aid of the animal 
rescue groups in New 
Orleans who are still dealing 
with the aftermath of Hurri- 
cane Katrina and the thou- 
sands of animals who are still 
displaced. 
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& FRANCES Singer-Hayward with Amigo 

For a LIMITED 

TIME! 

Take 

15% OFF | 

All of our 06 KIA 
Sportage & 

Sorento 

#2006 KIA SORENTO 
| 5-star crash safety - NHTSA 

| 4cyl 2.5L diesel or 6 cyl 3.5L gas engine 
_ cloth & leather combination seats 

power windows, locks, side mirrors 

12CD changer/radio/cassette 

keyless entry with alarm. 

2006 KIA SPORTAGE | 
5-star crash safety - NHTSA i 
4 cylinder 2.0L diesel engine 

cloth & leather combination seats 

power windows, locks, side mirrors 

CD/radio/cassette 

__ keyless entry with security 

; et ON THE Sell FINANCING WITH 

Thompson Blvd. + Oakes Field COMMONWEALTH BANK 

t. 242.326.6377 * f. 242.326.6315 
e. sanpin@coralwave.com 

INSURANCE AVAILABLE WITH 

ADVANTAGE INSURANCE 

BROKERS & AGENTS LTD. 
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Students presented 
with scholarships 
from Scotiabank 4 

As the College of the 
Bahamas approaches university 
status, it has informed the coun- 
try of its nation-building mis- 
sion and its desire to touch 
every family in the archipelago. 

To accomplish these goals the 
college has embarked on both 
establishing new partnerships 
and nurturing existing ones with 
the corporate world. 

One long-standing partner- - 
ship that has proven beneficial 
to:all parties has been the schol- 
arship programme sponsored 
by Scotiabank. Begun 13 years 
ago, Scotiabank scholarships are 
worth $25,000 to deserving and 
needy students at COB — who 
have flourished and benefited 
from the generosity. 

This year, the bank has spon- 
sored six'more young people 
who were presented with their 
awards and a number of Sco- 
tiabank gifts at a ceremony in 
the Boardroom at the college 

‘on Tuesday, February 20. 
Managing director of Scotia- 

bank Minna Israel said how 
impressed she was with the 
progress the college had made 

towards achieving its new status 
and congratulated the students, | 
reminding them that they were 
the recipients of a first class 
education at COB. 

She quoted Benjamin 
Franklin saying, “An invest- 
ment in knowledge always pays 
the best interest” and went on 
to say, “By investing in the edu- 
cation of young Bahamians we 
are ensuring that there is a tal- 
ented work force that will con- 
tinue to stimulate our country’s 
economic growth and develop- 
ment.” 

Identity 

Ms Israel said her bank want- 
ed give the programme a new 
identity so they renamed it the 
Scotia Scholars Programme and 
are going to extend it beyond 
the two-year students to include 
students enrolled at the college 
in four year baccalaureate 
degrees. 
“Whenever a Scotiabank 

scholarship recipient graduates, 
it is living proof of our commit-: 
ment to the investment im 
knowledge. But you are expect-| 
ed to be accountable: we are 
asking our students to study 
hard, achieve very good grades. 
and to excel within and outside, 
the classroom,” Ms Israel said.' 
Most of all, stay focused and! 
when you graduate, don’t just. 
remember Scotia, but remem- 
ber COB and give back to your, 
alma mater.” ‘: 

She concluded by quoting: 
from Gandhi: “Live as if you 
were to die tomorrow; learn as 

if you were to live forever.” 
Scholarship recipient Jamie, 

Wilkinson, spoke on behalf of: 
the awardees saying a special’ 
thank you to the bank for its 
contribution to their educa- 
tional development. ? 
COB president Janyne Hod- 

der thanked Scotiabank for its: 
confidence in supporting “these, 
wonderful young people.” , 

She was particularly pleased! 
that the award was now going to, 
embrace four year students, 
because “it is bachelor’s pro- 
grammes we are using as the 
lynchpin to launch the Univer- 
sity of the Bahamas.” 

Ms Hodder expressed her 
desire to see more COB stu- 
dents staying for four years and 
also to see them participate in 
the international exchange pro- 
grammes that are being devel- 
oped. 

Cheryl Carey, COB director 
of financial aid and housing, 
described the event as a red-let- 
ter day for her department.
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Bahama 
market small 

resorts like 
large hotels 

@ By CARA BRENNEN- BETHEL 
Tribune Business Reporter 

  

IF marketed well collectively, the Bahamas’ smaller hotels 
could have a great impact on the tourism market and gener- 
ate economic spending that trickles down to Bahamians more 
effectively than larger properties, one hotelier believes. 

Danielle Knowles, who along with her mother owns and > 
operates Dilette’s Guest House in Chippingham, spoke with 
Tribune Business recently on just how important marketing is 
for small, niche Bahamian resort properties. 

“We know how to market the larger hotels through their 
brands, franchise and channels of distribution, but now we 

need to do the same with the smaller hotels,” she said. 

Ms Knowles, who recently completed a course on the sub- 
ject, explained that properties such as Dilette’s Guest House 
offer tourists a uniquely different experience from the larger 
resorts, and it was these features that should be advertised. 

“Our product is different 
from large hotels and the 
amenities that they have. 

    

       
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    

  

     

  
SEE page 5B 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

baco Markets, 

the BISX-listed 
retailer, is plan- 
ning to sell its 
10 per cent 

stake in BSL Holdings, the buy- 
out group that became the 
majority shareholder in 
Bahamas Supermarkets when 
it acquired Winn-Dixie’s 78 per 
cent stake last summer, The Tri- 
bune can reveal. 

The disposal of Abaco Mar- 
kets’ $2.5 million stake in BSL 
Holdings is not a ‘done deal’ 
yet, needing to be signed off by 
the company’s Board of Direc- 
tors, but The Tribune under- 
stands that the company has 
already given BSL Holdings 
notice of its intentions. 
Abaco Markets last night 

declined to comment “at this 
time” when contacted by The 
Tribune on the issue. Howev- 
er, the move will have no nega- 
tive impact on it, BSL Holdings 

  

@ GAVIN WATCHORN, 
president of Abaco Markets 

_ (FILE photo) 

or the operations of the under- 
lying Bahamas Supermarkets. - 

This newspaper understands 
that the reason behind Abaco 
Markets’ decision to seek a buy- 
er for its BSL Holdings stake 

Travel agents shocked at BA commission cut 
# By CARA BRENNEN- BETHEL 

Tribune Business Reporter 

BRITISH Airways’ (BA) decision to 
reduce their commissions from 6 per cent to 
1 per cent on tickets sold has come as a 

~ compiete shock to Bahamian travel agen- 
cies, The Tribune was told yesterday, with 

-+ +.* the local industry planning to hold more 
talks with the airline this week. 

According to Joy Burrows, manger of 
Premier Travel, travel agents were notified 

of the new policy just on Friday last week. 
The new commission structure will impact 

Bahamian travel agents,’as well as Grand 
Cayman and Turks and Caicos, and goes 
into effect on April 2, 2007. 

“We are not sure why we were grouped 
’ with Grand Cayman and the Turks, and 
’ not with the other Caribbean countries. 
British Airways tickets represent our high 
yield client base. This decision would dras- 
tically reduce our revenue, and would have 
a huge impact on our Budget and commit- 

_-.- ments set for 2007,” Ms Burrows told The 
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Fidelity Bahamas | 
Growth & Income 

Tribune. 
Further talks with British Airways have 

been planned for the upcoming week. 
Other travel agents were equally shocked 

by the decision, particularly because it was 
so unexpected. The other two Bahamas- 
based travel agencies handling large vol- 
umes of BA ticket sales are Destinations 
and Platinum Travel. 

Debbie Nixon; of Platinum Travel, said 
they had also discussed the matter with 
British Airways and hope the decision will 
be reversed. 

‘We do a lot of corporate business, and 

those persons travel business class. So it is a 
lot of money,” she said. 
BA’s decision comes just as Virgin 

Atlantic ends its weekly scheduled flights 
from London to Nassau. Virgin will cease 
service at the end of March, eliminating 

any direct flight alternatives to BA out of. 
Nassau and London. 

According to Dr Oliver King, British Air- 
ways’ senior vice-president for Latin Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean, the change reflects 

here’s VOUr money? 

_ Income 

=~ FIDELITY 

market conditions, such as the introduc- 

tion of travel agency fees as well as the 
need to appropriately manage costs. 

“British Airways already charges a ser- 
vice fee of $25 to those-customers who 
choose to book directly through our call 
centres,” he said. . 

“The services offered by travel agents 
will always be driven by customer needs, 
and agents are free to charge their own ser- 
vice fees in addition to the ticket price. 
British Airways will continue to develop 
and enhance products and services that 
travel agents can effectively sell. 
“We are constantly reviewing overall 

business practices, and will continue to 
transform our business to remain competi- 
tive, and to deliver outstanding service to 
our customers across the Caribbean. 

“We strongly believe that agencies across 
the Caribbean remain an important and 
integral distribution partner for British Air- 
ways.” 

British Airways serves Nassau directly 
from London Heathrow, five times a week. 

ARS 

16.40% 
Last 12 months 

9.11% 
Average Annual Return 

Since Inception 

February 1999 

— 13.76% 
Last 12 Months 

14.76% 
6 full years Average 

Annual Total Return 

4.96% 
Last 12 months 

13.54% 
Cummulative Return 

Since Inception 
April 2004 

   

      

    
    

   

   

    

relate to the respective situa- 
tions and positions the two com- 
panies - itself and the underly- 
ing Bahamas Supermarkets 
chain - are in. 
Abaco Markets has been 

focused solely on its turnaround 
programme for the past four to 
five years, and is now coming 
close to completing its divest- 
ment of non-performing, non- 
core operations. 

This initiative has also helped 
to reduce the retail group’s debt 
mountain with the Royal Bank 
of Canada considerably from a 
high of more than $26 million, 
and it is now focused on its 
Solomon’s and Cost Right for- 
mats in the core New Provi- 
dence and Freeport markets, 
plus Domino’s Pizza. 

Sources familiar with the sit- 
uation indicated that Abaco 
Markets felt it was close to 
returning to profitability, espe- 
cially in its continuing opera- 
tions, a development that 
encouraged the company to 
believe it could stand on its own. 

s must] Abaco Markets to sell 
10% BSL Holdings stake . 

feet as a standalone group. 
As a result, it wants to focus 

solely on its operations, and 
believes the $2.5 million BSL 
Holdings investment would be 
better liquidated, enabling it to 
redeploy the capital for maxi- 
mum use in its own business. 

On the other side, Bahamas 
Supermarkets, which owns the 
12 City Markets stores in New 
Providence and Grand Bahama, 
is in the middle of as complex 
transition, starting out life as a 

_ standalone food retail chain fol- 

lowing its purchase from Flori- 
da-based Winn-Dixie. 
BSL Holdings is now busy 

implementing new store, sup- 
ply chain and procurement 
management systems, filling the 
hole left behind by Winn-Dixie, 
and establishing new supply 
chains through its relationship 
with management partner, Bar- 
-bados Shipping & Trading. 

Given that the benefits from 

SEE page 5B 

Son to pursue $1.2m claim 
against father’s GBPA asset 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

THE legal action that saw a 
$1.218 million default judge- 
ment and winding-up petition 
entered against the Grand 
Bahama Port: Authority 
(GBPA) is due to resume 
today, with the Supreme Court 
set to witness the bizarre spec- 
tacle of a son trying to enforce a 
claim he purchased - on behalf 
of his family - against a compa- 
ny that is his father’s major 
asset. 

Rick Hayward, son of Sir 
Jack Hayward, who is claiming 
a disputed 75 per cent owner- 
ship of the GBPA and its Port 
Group Ltd affiliate, has hired 
Caryl Lashley, of Dupuch & 
Turnquest, to represent him in 
his bid to preserve and enforce 
the default judgement against 
the GBPA. é 

He previously acquired the 
judgement by paying $1.218 mil- 
lion to Island Bay Condomini- 
um Phase III Association, the 
original plaintiff in the action, 
which had obtained a default 
judgement against the GBPA 
and a contractor, Uniprop Ltd, 
over damage to the condo com- 
plex that was sustained during 
Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne 
in 2004. 

Island Bay Condominium 
Phase II] Association was rep- 
resented in the action by attor- 
ney Gregory Moss, of Moss & 
Associates. At the last Supreme 
Court hearing in the case, Mr 

PARADISE ISLAND #3807 

Moss - along with Mr Hayward 
- requested that the action be 
adjourned until today, and 
served notice that he was with- 
drawing from the case as Island 
Bay was no longer a party, hav- 
ing sold the judgement, and did 
not require representation. 

Now, the question remains 
whether Rick Hayward will be 
able to enforce the default 
judgement and recoup the 
$1.218 million he and his family 
paid to the Island Bay Condo- 
minium Phase III Association. 

This is because both the 
GBPA and Uniprop have filed 
separate summonses seeking to 
have the default judgement set 
aside via their respective attor- 
neys, Thomas Evans of Evans 

& Co for the former, and 
Robert Adams of Graham, 
Thompson & Co representing 
Uniprop. 

_ Mr Evans has alleged that 
their judgement is “irregular”, 
while Mr Adams is seeking to 
have it set aside on grounds that 
Uniprop “has a good and meri- 
torious defence”. Mr Adams is 
also alleging that the default 
judgement’s entry was irregu- 
lar, on the grounds that it was 
filed before an affidavit prov- 
ing that notice of the writ’s filing 
had been served was filed. 

In a Supreme Court affidavit, 
Carey Leonard, the GBPA’s in- 
house general counsel, said the 
initial writ was filed by Mr Moss 

SEE page 6B 

PARADISE ESTATES 

Charming 2 bedroom 1.5 bath villa with its own private courtyard. 

Updated cabinetry in kitchen, bath fixtures, doors and appliances. 

Mexican tile floors, lots of closet space, alarm system, open beam 

vaulted wood ceilings, community pool and tennis court. $540,000. 

Virginia. Damianos@SothebysRealty.com 242.322.2305 

\W Damianos 

SIRbahamas.com t 242.322.2305 

Sothebys 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

f 242.322.2033   
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What we must do to 
fix education system 

one of the biggest risks 
facing the long-term eco- 

nomic stability of the Bahamas 
is the potential impact of this 
D+ generation that we seem to 
be happy in producing. This 
state of affairs is a source of 
great personal frustration to me 
and many of my peers. 
However, notwithstanding 

the overall national average, 
there are ‘pockets of excellence’ 
within our educational system 
that continue to produce world- 
class students and future lead- 
ers for the Bahamas. Further, I 
wish to go on record as 
acknowledging that this is not 
simply a ‘public school’ versus 
‘private school’ issue, as atten- 
dance at one category of school 
does not automatically guaran- 
tee any advantage versus atten- 
dance at the other category of 
school. 

Similarly, it is equally impor- 

[= often argued that tant that a successful society 
cannot survive with just ‘acad- 
emics’ and professionals. The 
point I wish to emphasise is that 
our workforce, in general, must 

possess a core competence in 
reading, writing and arithmetic 
(the basics), no matter what 
they do for a living...and this 
is precisely where we are falling 
down nationally. 

Manifesto 
I cannot wait to see what 

plans the major political par- 
ties espouse in their Party’s 
Manifesto to fight this problem. 
Tam told that current political 
polls are indicating that crime, 
immigration and jobs are the 
major concerns of the Bahami- 
an public going into the gener- 
al election. However, while 
those are legitimate issues, the 
overall state of our education 
system never seems to make 
the ‘top three’ in terms of what 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

  

Financial 

Focus 

should be national priorities. 

Budget Allocation 
What is ironic is that if one 

examines our 2006-2007 
National Budget, the biggest 
single allocation goes to the 
Department of Education, with: 
$174.4 million. Now, if you look 
at the national average BGSCE 
score for schools operated by. 
the Department of Education, 
the national average actually 
dips to a D-. This begs the ques- 
tion: “Are we getting good val- 
ue for our $174 million”? 

While education ranks num- 
ber one from a spending stand- 
point, its overall results still 

TENDER FOR SALE OF VEHICLES 

Tenders are hereby invited for the purchase of one (4) or more of the 
following vehicles: 

2001 Chevy Impala S/N 201WF5SK319257590- 
2001 Nissan Sentra S/N 3NICB515271023187 
2001 Nissan AD Wagon S/N 3NIDYO5S84ZKo004677 
1999 Kia Clarius S/N KNAGC2233X5527947 
2000 AD Wagon S/N 3NIDYo5582K004486 
1997 CROWN VICTORIA S/N 2FALP73W7VX183879 
1996 Nissan Bluebird 
2001 Daewoo Lano KLATA48YEIB653654 

The: vehicles may be’ inspected at the Ministry of Finance, Cecil 
- Wallace’ Whitfield Building, Cable Beach, Monday - 
between the hours of 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, 

Tenders are to be submitted in sealed envelope (s) marked 
“Tender for Sale of Vehicles”, addressed and delivered to: 

Financial Secretary 
Ministry of Finance 

34 Floor, Cecil Wallace Whitfield Building 
Cable Beach 

No later than 5:00 p.m. on 15'* March, 2007. 

The government reserves the right to reject any or all tenders. 

Brand new upscale mini mall, 
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located Shirley & Church Streets near, Paradise Island i: 
Bridge, and along he routes, Ae of parking. 

710 sqft - a Try Store » 854 sq 7 pads Tea Sea erie Sav]. 
(4) 1500 Te ft - Office Spaces {ideal for jawyerlaccountantidoctor office) 

(3) Kiosk Booths « (3) 3 bedroom 2 % bath apartments 

rea Meet srt iia ea a er 
{South Sea Estates - Bacardi Road)   

CONTACT 
MONDAY-FRIDAY + 9AM-5PM 

325-0447 / Q - 325- 
1 EA AARON BIEL AM oe obs 
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leave much to be desired. Why 
is this? Clearly, the answer is 
not solved by throwing dollars 
alone at the problem. Why 
aren’t people more concerned 
about problems in the educa- 
tional system? 

Middle Class 
I think one of the major 

problems is that the middle 
class deals with the education 
problem by generally aban- 
doning the public school sys- 
tem, opting to pay the cost of 
the private educational system 
if they can afford to do so. 
While this provides a short- 
term solution at the personal 
level,-it does absolutely noth- 
ing at the national level. 

Another consideration is that 
some private schools may not 
be at the standard where they 
ought to be. The mere fact that 
they are private does not nec- 
essarily mean a higher quality 

of education is being delivered. 
Further, an examination of 

the private school system’s pop- 
ulation would reveal that there 
are many families making enor- 
mous sacrifices to provide their 
children with what they per- 
ceive to be’a ‘better education’. 
In this regard, I must point out 
the tremendous contribution 
that the various independent 
and religious organisations have 
made, and continue to make, 
by providing a network of very 
good, solid schools for the 
country. 

How do we fix the system? 
Clearly, there is no simple 

answer or quick fix to the situ- 
ation. I am certain that within 
the halls of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation, and elsewhere within 
our various government agen- 
cies, there are numerous studies 
containing excellent recom- 
mendations that can be imple- 

Mie es 
The Tennis Department requires the services of a Tennis 
Court Maintenance 

Among other duties the successful applicant will be 
expected to: 

e Maintain daily, 12 Fast Dry Tennis Courts and 
surrounding areas. This includes sweeping lines, 
watering courts as necessary, and rolling courts. 

e -Makescertain there are always water, ice and cups on 
the courts. 

Emipty trash bins around the courts, fitness center and 
tennis shop. Clean benches, chairs and tables daily 
and also check for wasps nests. 

Add court material as necessary and directed by 
supervisor. 

The successful applicant must be highly motivated, in 
good physical shape, flexible and with a willingness 
to serve. 

It would be helpful if the person has reliable transportation 
as well. 

Interested persons should fax resumes to: 

The Director, Human Resources 
Lyford Cay Members Club 

Lyford Cay 
Nassau, Bahamas 
Fax: #362-6245   

LOT NG adn 

H Ministry of Edueation 
Seicnce & Techaology | sercene   

mented relatively easily, and 
.some inexpensively. 

However, from a layman’s 
perspective, I would start with 
the following: 

* Ensuring that teachers are 
compensated fairly and treat- 
ed on par with other similar 
professionals. 

* Ensuring that facilities and 
supplies are adequate. 

* Eliminating social promo- 
tion. 

* Restoring discipline and 
social order. 

* Give consideration to 
establishing ‘single-sex’ pilot 
schools. 

* Extending school hours. 
* Overhauling the national 

curriculum to ensure that it is 
relevant. 

Inspiration 
Finally, I fundamentally 

believe that the strengthening 
of athletic, music and arts pro- 
grammes, along with greater 
focus on academic pro- 
grammes, would go a long way 
towards improving the quality 
of our students and our broad- 
er community. 

This weekend, I had the 
opportunity to see a perfor- 
mance by the St Anne’s School 
Choir. I was awestruck by their 
performance, professionalism, 
deportment and talent. This 
group epitomised a ‘pocket of 
excellence’ that we all can be 
proud of, and it provides much 
hope and encouragement that 
all is not lost. 
We just need to multiply the 

number of youths involved in 
such activities, as it provides 
such positive outcomes. I wish 
to formally congratulate St 
Anne’s School and the teachers 
responsible for the choir for the 
magnificent job they are doing, 
and for the long-term invest- 
ment they are arate in‘our* 
society... . 

on next week.. 

NB: ane R. Gibson, a 
Chartered Financial Analyst, is 
vice-president - pensions, Cole- 
nial- Pensions Services 
(Bahamas), a wholly-owned 
‘subsidiary of Colonial Group 
International, which owns 
Atlantic Medical Insurance and 
is a major shareholder of Secu- 
rity & General Insurance Com- 
pany in the Bahamas. 

° The views expressed are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of — 
Colonial Group International 
or any of its subsidiary and/or 
affiliated companies. Please 
direct any questions or com- 
ments to rlgibson@atlantic- 
house.com.bs 
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Stock market drop serves as reality check 
Mi Today global markets are more 
sensitive than ever and that was 
evident when China’s best-known 

index recently dropped 9 percent 

in turn sending the Dow Jones 
index down 546 points. 

BY JOE BEL BRUNO 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Wall Street got a: 
reality check this past week that U.S. 
investors remain vulnerable to global 
stock shocks, 

Investors have been rolling along 
for nearly four years as major market 
indexes flexed toward record levels. 

WORKPLACE 

Should 

workers 

disclose 
mental 
illness? 

To receive treatment, people 
with mental illness probably have 
to tell their bosses about it, but 

‘ doing so can invite distrust and 
discrimination. 

BY AMY JOYCE 
The Washington Post 

If you have depression or some 
other mental illness, what do you do 
about work?. Hope no one notices? 
Disclose your illness early on and 
trust that your boss will understand? 

Should You Tell is a complicated 
question. There is no right answer, 

te _.and there are some risks to consider. 
I discovered this years ago after 

watching a movie at home with two 
friends. One of them looked up, 
scared. She hesitated. And then she 
let it out: “Do you hear them? The 
helicopters. They’re coming for me, 
guys.” 

This sweet, gentle friend was 
scrunched up in the corner of the 
couch, shaking. Her Ivy League grad- 
uate degree and over-the-top intelli- 
gence couldn’t get her out of this sit- 
uation. We had to get her to the 
hospital. 

The next day, after she’d spent a 
night in the emergency room, I called 
her boss to say she had the flu. 
Another friend and I took turns call- 
ing in the flu excuse while she hud- 
dled in her room. It wasn’t convinc- 
ing. 

This friend had a prized internship 
that should have turned into a good 
job. It did not. From the boss’ point of 
view, something peculiar was going 
on. My friend appeared unreliable. 
Her boss never knew why her perfor- 
mance so suddenly dropped. Not 
only was my friend soon out of a job, 
but she also knew she couldn’t even 
ask for a reference. 

One in four people have depres- 
sion or mental illness, and many of 
those who are affected face the same 
dilemma: Tell your boss, and you 
may be ostracized, penalized or not 
hired. Don’t tell, and your boss might 

*TURN TO MENTAL ILLNESS 

CAREER PATH 

Low volatility, a steady increase in 
stock value, and strong market funda- 
mentals lulled investors into a false 
sense of security about their portfo- 
lios. 

In fact, investors have for several 
years been able to shrug off recent 
emerging market volatility. As 
recently as January, there was little 
U.S. reaction when the Shanghai. 
index notched one-day drops of 4.9 
percent and 3.7 percent. 

But all that changed with Tues- 
day’s 9 percent drop in China’s best- 
known index. 

“This leaves us a little more vul- 

  

nerable,” said Jack Ablin, chief econ- 
omist for Harris Private Bank. “The 
markets are integrated, they’re 
global, and what we’ve come to learn 
is that a splash in China can create a 
tidal wave across the rest of the 
world.” 

And, that tidal. wave certainly 
pummeled U.S. investors on Tuesday 
when China’s downturn crossed bor- 
ders. In the United States, it came 
together with a weak government 
report on.durable goods and on com- 
ments from former Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan about sig- 
nals of a U.S. recession that rattled 

RETAIL 

,   
¥ 

investors. 
The once docile Dow Jones indus- 

trial average gasped — dropping as . 
much as 546 points on Tuesday. 
Ablin, like other investors, said he 
was “surprised when it fell 250, and 
by 500 I was stunned.” 

The correlation between global 
markets being more sensitive to each 
other, and a spike in volatility, 
becomes a double-edged sword for 
investors. It calls for them to take a 
new look at how much risk is in their 
portfolios, and how to diversify into 
safer positions — but also creates 
opportunity. 
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NEW PLAN, NEW STOCKHOLDER INTEREST: Oscar Feldenkreis, president and chief operating officer of 
Perry Ellis, left, and his father, Chairman and CEO George Feldenkreis, have shifted the focus of 1 

AFTER YEARS OF TRYING TO ATTRACT WALL 
STREET INVESTORS, PERRY ELLIS STOCK SOARED 
MORE THAN 100 PERCENT IN THE.PAST YEAR 

BY ELAINE WALKER 
ewalker@MiamiHerald.com 

Perry Ellis International Chairman and Chief Executive George 
Feldenkreis struggled for years to get the attention of Wall Street 

Try as he might, his apparel 
company was typically viewed as a 
second-tier player, unable to com- 
mand the investor attention and 
stock price of its competitors. 
Working against Perry Ellis in the 
past had been issues like the com- 
pany’s location in Miami instead of 
New York and the small percent- 
age of the stock available for trad- 
ing on the public market. 

But during the past year, the 
obstacles seem to have finally lifted 
for Perry Ellis, as the company’s 
stock has soared more than 100 
percent. 

“It’s about time,’ Feldenkreis 
laughs. “The market has finally 
taken a good look at us, and they 
like what they see. Now we have to 
keep them happy and show them 
that this is just the beginning.” 

Perry Ellis’ stock has climbed 
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from a 52-week low of $13.61 last: 

  

March to a high of $32.46 on Feb. 
26, which is adjusted for the com- 
pany’s stock split on Jan. 3. DNR 
magazine ranked Perry Ellis as the 
top performing public company 
stock for the apparel sector 
between Dec. 28, 2005, and Dec. 27, 
2006. 

The stock performance came at 
a time when Perry Ellis saw reve- 
nues for the first nine months of 
the year decline from $635.5 million 
in 2005 to $598.2 million in 2006. 
Net income for the same period 
also declined from $14.6 million to 
$11.7 million. Those declines were 
due in large part to the fallout from 
the merger of Federated Depart- 
ment Stores and the May Com- 
pany, an issue that impacted the 
entire industry. 

Now that the department store 
consolidation is complete, Perry 
Ellis expects to return to a growth 

Inspiring other women entrepreneurs 
@ Ann Holmes says her goal in 
writing There’s a Business in 

> Every Woman is to give womena 
‘-" ¢rash course in starting, running | 

and selling a business. 

BY CINDY KRISCHER GOODMAN 
cgoodman@MiamiHerald.com 

Ann Holmes hadn’t planned to 
become CEO of a company. She 
never went to business schoo! or had 
any professional financial services 
experience. But for more than 20 
years, she has been a successful 
entrepreneur starting and selling 
medical communications companies 
in New York City. She made a lot of 
money along the way, selling three of 
her’ businesses for a total of more 
than $25 million. 

Yet Holmes says she could have 
   

made even more money. And that’s 
why she began to interview other 
women CEOs and business owners. 
She learned that most of the more 
than 80 she spoke to were like her- 
self, ordinary Jills, without a financial 
background, who had a good idea and 
went for it. She learned many women 
business owners had advice to share. 

Holmes says her goal in writing 
There’s a Business in Every Woman is 
to give other woman a crash course 
in starting, running and selling a busi- 
ness — profitably. She outlines seven 
steps to take. 

Today Holmes lives in Palm Beach 
County and works as a consultant to 
business start-ups. She hopes to get 
involved in more businesses as an 
investor, rather than a CEO. 

_ Holmes talked with The Miami 

Herald recently about her new book, 
her insight on women entrepreneurs 
and on how start or sell a business. 

Q: Why do you think there’s a 
business in every woman? What 
makes women different from men? 

A: I wrote my book for the 11 mil- 
lion women business owners today, 
as well as women in college trying to 
figure out what to do with their lives 
and professional women tired of 
being in the rat race. Women are dif- 
ferent in that they are more service- 
oriented and have natural organiza- 
tion skills that men by and large 
today don’t have. Women are more 
amenable to starting service busi- 
nesses such as catering, events plan- 

° TURN TO ENTREPRENEURS. 

their apparel company from trendy fashions to products consumers want. 

CINDERELLA STORY 
mode for the fourth quarter that 
ended Jan. 31. The company will 
report fourth-quarter and year-end 
results on March 20. Forecasts call 
for annual revenues of $830 mil- 
lion, while earnings are projected 
at between $1.53 and $1.60 per 
share. 

“The market has a tendency to 
’ be looking ahead,” said Jeff Mintz, a 
retail analyst with Wedbush Mor- 
gan Securities, who has a “hold” 
rating on the stock. “People have 
started to recognize the opportu- 
nity of the brand and the growth 
potential. They’ve done a good job 
of managing their brands, and 
that’s very important right now.” ‘ 

But not everyone agrees. 
At least one analyst believes the 

run-up on Perry Ellis’ stock price 
has nothing to do with the compa- 
ny’s fundamentals. 

“The stock has been driven up 
by the strong performance of the 
industry overall and the specula- 
tion that there could be some sale 
of the company that would unlock 
value,” said Ivan Feinseth, director 
of research at Matrix USA, who has 
a “hold” rating on the stock. “We 
don’t see much upside from here. 
We don’t know why everybody is 
so bullish on the stock.” 

At the heart of Perry Ellis’ strat- 

° TURN TO BRANDS   
  

Hedge funds managers have been 
among the biggest sellers this past 
week since they normally pull back 
when the markets become more vol- 
atile. This helps broaden the playing 
field for other retail investors, and 
makes relatively cheaper markets 
more attractive. 

Volker Dosch, head of U.S. equi- 
ties for DWS Scudder Investments, 
said long-term investors stayed put 
as hedge funds bailed out of posi- 
tions. He agrees this will create 
opportunity that gives retail inves- 

* TURN TO STOCK MARKET 

SMALL BUSINESS 

Smart — 
planning 
makes it 
easier at 
tax time 
if Small business owners have a 
few options - good and bad = 
when they can’t afford to pay 
their taxes on time. 

BY JOYCE M. ROSENBERG 
Associated Press 

It’s a chilling moment that many 
‘small-business owners go through at 
this time of the year, when they real- 
ize they don’t have enough money to 
pay their income taxes. They need to 
start working immediately on two 
solutions — first, how to pay their tax 
now, and second, how to avoid the 
problem in the future. _ 

Many owners in this situation 
understandably feel some panic 
when the realization sinks in that the 
IRS will be expecting money that 
they don’t have. Some might be 
tempted not to file their returns — 
but that’s not an option that anyone 
should consider. Not filing a return 
on time subjects a taxpayer to steep 
late-filing penalties in addition to late 
payment penalties and interest. 

They might also be thinking of fil- 
ing for an extension of the fili 
deadline. That’s not likely to help 
owners with a funds shortfall; even 
when they get an extension, they still 
have to estimate their tax liability and 
report that amount to the govern- 
ment. 

Accountants say small business 
owners do have options, but they 
should all be considered carefully, 
since all carry financial conse- 
quences. For example, the one that 
might seem the easiest, dipping into 
credit cards, can also be the most 
expensive, considering that the inter- 
est rates on cash advances often run 
20 percent or more. . 

Another one to avoid is to divert 
payroll tax money to pay income 
taxes. Barbara Weltman, a tax attor- 
ney in Millwood, N.Y., and author of 
J.K. Lasser’s Small Business Taxes, 
noted that business owners can be 
personally liable for payroll taxes 
that aren’t paid. 

Many owners decide the solution 
is to raid their retirement accounts, 

°* TURN TO TAXES 

| ANN HOLMES 
e Professional background: Author . 
of There’s a Business in Every — << 
Woman and consultant to start-ups. “ 
e Previous work background: For- 
mer business owner of medical 
communications companies inNew | 
York City. ‘ 

e Family background: Lives in 
Jupiter, FL., with husband, Tom. ‘ 
e@ Educational background: Degree 
in history, Finch College, New York. 
e First job: Editorial assistant at a 
political science journal. 

© Best career advice she ever 
received: There is no magic to run- 
ning your own business. You just 
have to believe in yourself and you 
can do it. 

e Companies founded: TransMe- 
dica, AM Medica Communications, 
AMM-Adelphi Publications, MultiMe- 
dia in Medicine (all in New York 
City). 
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Perry Ellis focuses on brands, diversification 
*BRANDS 

egy is a focus on brands, rang- 

ing from the namesake Perry 

Ellis to Oxiginal Penguin, 

Havanera, Cubavera, Jantzen, 

’ Savane, Ping, Pro Player, John 

Henry, PGA Tour and JAG. 

The company’s portfolio 

includes 27 national brands, 

with an estimated $180 mil- 

lion investment. 
“Brands are the ticket to 

enter into the game,” Felden- 

kreis said. “You have to keep 

on growing to become a 

stronger player and more 

important resource for retail- 

ers.” 
Don Brennan, executive 

WORKPLACE 

vice president of menswear 

for Kohl’s, said Perry Ellis has 

become one of the retailer’s 

biggest suppliers and its 

brands Axist and Grand Slam 

are two of the chain’s top per- 

formers. “It’s very important 

for us to partner with suppli- 

ers who can handle the size of 

our business and focus on 

delivering great value,” Bren- 

nan said. “They’re one of the 

best.” 
Perry Ellis executives say 

they have become focused on 

better managing their busi- 

ness. The company has man- 

aged to pay down debt, 

reduce inventory and 

improve margins. They’ve 

Should workers 

disclose illness? 
°MENTAL ILLNESS 

lose confidence in you. 
Despite the long way we’ve 

come — public figures such as 

Pittsburgh Steelers superstar 

Terry Bradshaw, and writer 

and political advisor. Robert 
Boorstin have announced that 

they, too, have depression or 

other related illnesses — a 

strong stigma is still attached 
to these diseases. . 

After the experience I had 

with my friend, I was inclined 

to think that the best thing to 
do is tell. But then I spoke 

with Sarah. 
She works for a Washing- 

ton area aid organization and 

often goes on month-long 

trips to war zones, where she 

works seven days a week. She 

has depression, treated with 

therapy and medication. Until 

recently, it didn’t interfere 

with work, so she kept silent. 
But stress had been accu- 

mulating during three years in 

the job. When a trip to a war- 

torn nation in Africa came up 

recently, she worried she 

wouldn’t survive it. The stress 

had “put me in a place where I 

just couldn’t function,” she 
told me. “I thought I might 

truly kill myself if I had to go 

out to the field again.” 
The only way to stay home 

and get treatment was to tell 

her boss. 

PUNISHMENT 

But she soon felt as if she 

was being punished for being 

ill. “I was forced to do work I 

had never been asked to do 

before. I was not seen as the 

go-to person to be relied on 

anymore,” said Sarah, who is 

soon moving on to a new 

humanitarian job. 
“Tf I had diabetes or cancer, 

they wouldn’t expect me to 

suck it up and keep going,” 
she said. 

She will never tell an 

WALL STREET 

employer again. “I just saw 

the repercussions.” 
There is more to singiae 

than pure emotion when con- 
sidering disclosure, however. 

A drug test or security clear- 

ance — or the law — might 

raise the issue. It is important 

to know what is required and 

what isn’t. 
While working in public 

relations for a Baltimore 

mayor, the Visiting Nurse 

Association and other groups, 

Sheryl] Williams hid her bipo- 

lar disease and anorexia. “I 

just feared not being credible. 

I knew how ‘mental patients’ 

were treated,” she said. The 

effort it took for her to hide 

her illness every day at work 

left her exhausted, but she 

managed. 

MATTER OF TRUST 

But when she took another 

job and encountered the inev- 

itable drug test, she knew it 

would come back positive 

because of her medications. 

So she decided to teli. It 

helped that she had gained the 

boss’ trust after years of doing 
work on contract for him, she 

said. 
“My boss said, ‘OK, so 

what?’ ” Williams said. The 

human resources director 

concurred. “I could have just 

hugged both of them. Now I 

don’t feel as if I am limited at 

all.” 
Another reason for disclo- 

sure: It allows legal coverage. 

If a person has a mental ill- 

ness and does not disclose it 

to a boss or other official 

entity at work, the employee 

can’t benefit from the Ameri- 
cans With Disabilities Act 

(ADA). 
About 14 percent of all 

charges filed under the ADA 

involve mental illness. But an . 

employee who does not dis- 

close a condition loses that 

legal protection, said Chris 

invested in systems that help 

to better manage the product 

assortment at individual 

retailers. ‘ 

The namesake Perry Ellis 
brand has also gotten a make- 
over. The merchandise is now 

geared toward a 32- or 33- 

year-old men, who is inter- 

ested in fashion but “doesn’t 

like to change.” 
Gone are the fitted shirts in - 

colors like bright pink and 
lime green that the company 

introduced in 2000 when it 

tried to relaunch the brand 

with a hip, new look. Today, 

the focus is on black, neutrals 

and blues. . 

“Our product is much 

Kuczynski, director of the 

ADA policy division at the 
Equal Employment Opportu- 

nity Commission (EEOC). 
Employers cannot ask in 

interviews whether someone 
has a mental illness. They are 

permitted, however, to ask 

once a conditional job offer is 

made, according to Peggy 

Mastroianni, associate legal 

counsel with the EEOC. If the 

offer is withdrawn after an 

admission is made and the ill- 

ness does not directly relate 
to the job, the company can be 

held liable for violating the 

ADA. (This is the only law the 

EEOC enforces that prohibits 
something being asked in an 

interview.) 
Companies have rights, 

too. In fact, if an employee 
creates a problem by doing 

poor work, the company can 
take action against that 

worker if it has not been 

informed of a mental illness 
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more in sync with what our 
consumers are all about,” said 

Oscar Feldenkreis, president 

and chief operating officer of 
Perry Ellis. “Before we were 

much more fashion forward. 

We did a lot of weird colors 

that didn’t sell. We tried to 
take it to a different level and 
unfortunately it wasn’t the 
right approach.” 

At the same time, the com- 

pany’s efforts over recent 
years to diversify its business 
has set up a number of plat- 
forms for future growth: 

e Swimwear: Since the 
company dove into the cate- 

gory with the Jantzen acquisi- 
tion in 2002, the swimwear 
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as a potential problem, Mas- 
said. But if an 

employee’s conduct or per- 

formance is hindered because 
he was denied accommoda- 
tion allowed by the ADA’'— a 
flexible schedule or time off 
to see a doctor, for instance — 

the company might not have 
the same leeway. Sometimes, 

the healthcare system rein- 
forces the stigma, allowing 

endless treatments for a bro- 
ken leg but a limited number 
of visits to a therapist. 

Legislation was introduced 
in the Senate last week by 
Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., 

Pete Domenici, R-N.M., and 

Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., that 

would allow anyone with 
health insurance to have equi- 
table coverage for both men- 
tal and physical illness. A bill 
is expected to be introduced 
in the House soon. So far, 40 

states have passed similar 
laws, including Virginia. 

business had struggled to turn 
a profit. But after acquiring 

new brands, increasing the 
Jantzen price point and refo- 
cusing the stores where dif- 
ferent products are sold, the 

segment will post its first 
profit this year. 

e Retail: To help build 
brand recognition and show- 
case merchandise, there is a 

new focus on opening retail 
stores. Plans call this year for 
opening five to 10 Perry Ellis 
outlet stores, between two 
and five Original Penguin 
stores and a Cubavera store. 

e Pants: Once largely a 
tops company, the Tropical 

Sportswear acquisition in 

~ CAREER PATH 

2005 has helped to divide the 
business almost evenly 

between tops and bottoms. 
It’s also made Perry Ellis a 
more valuable supplier to 
department stores. The com- 
pany is either the secend- or 
third-largest player in the bot- 
toms category behind Dock- 
ers and neck-in-neck with 
Haggar. 

Analysts agree that the 
diversity strategy should help. 

“They don’t have any one 
thing that’s going to be a huge 
opportunity, but there are a 
number of smaller things,” 
Mintz said. “No one category 

is going to kill their business 
if it were to slow down.” 

Entrepreneur 
leads way for 

* ENTREPRENEURS 

ning, graphic design. Running 
a service business is 
extremely demanding and 
requires multitasking. 

Women, especially those with 
kids, do that every day. 

Q: What are the obstacles 
women-run start-ups face? 

A: Mentors. Women don’t 
have them the way men do. 
Even if you have a successful 
business, I recommend you 
get one. Mentors are guardian 
angels in a business suit. Ser- 

vice Corps of Retired Execu- 
tives (SCORE) is a wonderful 
arena to find a retired mentor 
who may know your industry. 
It’s a relief to find someone to 
share your business problems 
with because being a CEO is 

isolating. 
Another obstacle is lack of 

access to capital. Most of the 

capital is still going to men 
and a lot of that is our fault. 
Women borrow from family 
or friends and break into their 
IRAs rather than use profes- 
sional financing and that iso- 
lates you more. If you had a 
loan, you would have a banker 

working with you side by side 
and that can expedite a com-. 

pany’s growth. 
Lastly, women need to get 

comfortable in the money 
game... talking about money, 
speaking financial language, 

asking for access to capital. 
My book addresses how to 

overcome this. 

Q: For now, women out- 

pace men in the rate they are 
starting businesses. Do you 
expect that to continue or level 

offe And do you think women 
are misguided about the hours 
necessary for success? 

other women 
A: I see the rate of start- 

ups continuing to explode. | 
More women in their 40s are 
leaving major corporate posi- 
tions and starting their own 
businesses. It’s corporate 
burnout. They want their own 
schedules, and they have 

enough confidence and the | 
skill to start something else. 

When anyone starts a busi- 
-ness, they work long hours 
but the adrenaline is flowing 
so it’s usually manageable. A 
women can decide if she 
wants to keep her business on ~ 

a small scale for a certain 
amount of time or take it for- 
ward in a more aggressive - 

- fashion. But 75 percent do not 
know about Step Seven in my 
book: “Understanding Valua- 
tion.” That means knowing 
what a business is worth 
today and how you can make 
it worth more. You need to, 
watch the landscape to find a 
lucrative exit, whether it’s 

handing it off to others, or 
selling to employees or out in 
the open marketplace. 

Q: Why don’t women think 
about an exit strategy? 

A: Most are so wrapped up 
in day to day, especially if the 
business is doing well and 
they are drawing a nice salary. 
I know women who are 45 or 
50 years old, who run a nice 

business but are not in the 
right position to do anything 
but that. One woman I know 
thought she could sell, but the 
entire business was wrapped 
up in her. People buy for the 
value going forward, not just 
for the track record. 

Once you invest your time 
and money, why wake up and 
say I could have done it dif- . 
ferently and netted millions, 
but now I have to close? 

Investors get reality check as stock market drops 
*STOCK MARKET 

tors a good entrance into the 
market. 

Like others, Dosch said the 

choppiness of global markets 

now makes large-cap names 

— big multinational compa- 

nies like the Dow stocks — 
more attractive. He believes 

the market could sharply 

rebound later this year if the 

SMALL BUSINESS 

Fed “makes it easier on us 
investors” by lowering inter- 
est rates. 

“Once market participants 
really become convinced that 
the Fed is out of the way, then 
I think this should be good for 
the U.S. market,” he said. 

“Large-caps should have bet- 

ter performance because of 

increasing uncertainty, a 
slowdown in the U.S. econ- 

Planning makes 
* TAXES 

or to tap a home equity line of | 
eredit. These are viable 
options, but owners need to 

consider the penalties that 
can be incurred by withdraw- 
ing money from a 401(k) or 
other retirement account, and 

the loss of investment income 

they'll suffer. And diminish- 

ing the equity in their homes 

will add another monthly pay- 

ment and can also limit their 

financial options for the 
future. 

Jeffrey Berdahl, a certified 

public accountant with Ber- 
dahl & Co. in Center Valley, 

Pa., suggests owners consider 
an installment payment 

agreement with the IRS. 
“The IRS is user friendly to 

work out some kind of install- 

ment plan,” he said. 

Generally, the IRS says you 

cannot be turned down for an 
installment agreement as long 

as you don’t owe more than 

$10,000 and you’ve timely 

filed your returns and paid 

any tax due during the previ- 

ous five years. 
You also cannot have 

entered into a previous 

installment agreement during 

that time. And you must pay 

the amount you owe within 
three years. 

If you owe more than 

$10,000, you can still request 

an installment agreement, but 

omy. It all makes for a con- 
vincing argument for them.” 

The fact Wall Street was 

thumpéd this week actually 
might have done many retail 
investors a favor. They had 
grown too used to fairly sta- 
ble market conditions. 

Until Tuesday’s correction, 

the broad Standard & Poor’s 
500 index didn’t have a 2-per- 
cent correction in 121 ses- 

sions. The Dow had enjoyed 
31 record high closes since the 
beginning of October, and the 
Nasdaq composite climbed to 
six-year highs. 

Scanning around the globe, 

investors were enthusiastic 

about stellar returns coming 
out of Asia’s collection of 

stock markets last year. Chi- 
nese stocks alone lead the 

pack with a 130 percent surge, 

tax time easy 
Berdahl said you might need 
approval from an IRS district 

office, and chances are you'll 
need to furnish the govern- 

ment with more financial 

information. 
To apply for an installment 

agreement, you need to file 

Form 9465, Installment 

Agreement Request; if you’re 
filing the form with your 

return, it must be attached to 

the front. You can download 
the form from the IRS Web 

site, Www.irs.gov; it includes 

instructions and an explana- 

tion of how the installment 

agreement works. 
You will need to pay late 

payment penalties and inter- 

est, and generally there is an 

administrative fee of up to 
$105. Before you sign any 

papers, you should do some 
number crunching — and 
maybe even get some advice 
from a tax advisor — to be 
sure that this indeed the best 
and most financially sensible 
way for you to deal with the 
problem. 

There’s a larger problem 
that an owner in this situation 

needs to deal with: how to 

avoid being in the same pre- 
dicament in the future. 

The first thing an owner 
needs to do is figure out what 
went wrong, and this might 

best be accomplished with 

some professional help. 

and markets in Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Japan and the Phil- 
ippines weren’t that far 
behind. “This was a wake-up 
call for a market that had 
become far too comiplacent,” 

said Thomas McManus, chief 

economist from Bank of 
America. 

And it’s not just overseas 
stocks that are suddenly mov- 

ing the market. On Friday, it 

  

was fluctuations i in the Japa- " 

nese yen that made Wall 
Street tremble — as the dollar 
fell against the yen, the Dow 
again headed lower, closing 

down more than 120 points. 
Investors have finally 

emerged from the U.S.-fo- 
cused cocoon they-spun for 
themselves in recent years — 
and they don’t like what 
they’re seeing. 

TAX 
x. TIME 
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Cost, supply chain issues hurt hotels’ local sourcing 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

otels in the Bahamas 
and the Caribbean 
source on average 47 

per cent of their light manufac- 
turing requirements locally, and 
doing the same for 42 per cent 
of agriculture produce, a study 
released yesterday has revealed, 
but while there were opportu- 
nities for deeper linkages these 
were sometimes offset by sup- 
ply chain, tax and cost‘issues. 

The study, conducted on 
behalf of the Caribbean Hotel 
Association (CHA) by Tourism 
Global Inc, with funding from a 
European Union (EU) agency, 
found that hotels in’ the 
Bahamas wee purchasing 
between 25 per cent to 80 per 
cent of their local manufactur- 
ing needs locally. A further 13 
per cent of manufacturing 
items, on average, were sourced 

from elsewhere in_ the 
Caribbean. 
Some 80 per cent of hotels 

were sourcing bakery products 
locally, the next most popular 
being non-alcoholic beverages 
at 66 per cent; uniforms at 60 
per cent; printing and stationery 
at 56 per cent; and cleaning 
chemicals at 52 per cent. 

The report found: “Hotels are 
today sourcing categories of 
products locally which do not 
form part of the traditional pro- 
ductive sectors, such as guest 
toiletries, spa products and 
linens. These locally-produced 
product groups are accounting 
for 39 per cent, 27 per cent and 
25 per cent of hotel purchases 
respectively.” 
Adding that the Bahamian 

and Caribbean hotel industry 
“appears to be responding well 
to a thriving light manufacturing 
industry” despite increased 
global competition, the report 
concluded: “The fact that one 

  

@ AN outside view of the British Colonial Hilton hotel in the Bahamas 

product achieved an 80 per cent 
penetration may suggest that 

there are opportunities to move 
to two-thirds overall as a col- 
laborative strategy between the 
two sectors.” 
Some 54 CHA-member 

hotels participated in the sur- 
vey, accounting for 8.9 per cent 
of its total membership. Some 
six, or 6.3 per cent of the 95 
Bahamian hotels that are mem- 
bers of the CHA, participated, 
representing 2,705 rooms and 
accounting for 30.1 per cent of 
the Bahamian membership’s 
room inventory with 2,705 
rooms. 

On agriculture, the most suc- 
cessful locally-produced prod- 
uct was vegetables, with 74 per 
cent of all supplies used by the 
hotel sector grown locally, and 
another 11 per cent coming 
from Caribbean sources. 
Some 67 per cent of dairy 

products were sources from 
within national borders, with 
another 10 per cent coming 
from the Caribbean, while 63 
per cent of meats consumed by 

(FILE photo) 

the hotel industry were also 
sourced locally. 

Yet in a region famed for its 
fish, ‘the study found that 
Bahamian and Caribbean hotels 
only sourced 20 per cent of their 
fish locally, and a further 8 per 
cent from the Caribbean. 

And while many Caribbean 
nations exported fruit, their 
hotels sourced only 16 per cent 
locally, and 7 per cent from the 
Caribbean. Only 10 per cent of 
eggs bought by Caribbean 
hotels were sourced locally. 

Hotels’ two largest fresh food 
expenditures were on fresh fish 
at $4.94 per day per room, and 
fresh meat at $8 per day, per 
room. There was then a big 
drop to fresh vegetable and fruit 
costs, at $2.3 and $2.2 per day, 
per room, respectively. 
The study concluded: “There 

are supply chain and other fac- 
tors operating that must first be 
understood before exploiting 
obvious further opportunities 
for penetration of this sector.” 

The CHA study found that 
in 2005, Caribbean hotels on 

average generated employment 
at a rate of 2.3 employees per 
room. Five-star hotels, on aver- 
age, employed 2.8 persons per 
room, a number that dropped to 
1.4 employees per room fort 
four-star; 1.3 for three-star; and 
0.7 employees for one and two- 
star resorts. 

Further emphasising the 
labour intensive nature of the 
hotel industry, hotels spent 
$61.1 per day, per room in 2005 
on payroll and related costs. 

The CHA study showed that 
hotels purchased 93 per cent of 
their utilities locally, a figure 
that hit 100 per cent for elec- 
tricity and water, and 91 per 
cent for telecommunications. 

Utilities accounted for 
between 4 per cent and 20 per 
cent of hotel operating costs, 
resorts on average spending 
$14.9 per room, per day on elec- 
tricity. For telecoms and water, 

the average spend was $3.9 and 
$2.3 per room, per day respec- 
tively, pointing “to a huge 
opportunity for conservation in 
this sector”. 

The report showed that 
Caribbean hotel guests went on 
an average of 2.3 taxi trips dur- 
ing their stay; visited 1.3 attrac- 
tions; dined at 1.5 restaurants 
outside the hotel; and went on 
1.7 shopping trips. 
Caribbean hotel also paid an 

‘ average overall rate of 18.83 per 
cent of their annual turnover to 
governments in the form of tax- 
es, arate of $15.1 per room, per 
day, in 2005. Some 3 per cent of 
annual revenue turnover went 
on interest and financial expens- 
es, arate of $11.6 per room, per 
day. 

Caribbean hotels purchased 
84 per cent of the services they 
needed locally, the report 
found, such as transportation, 
information technology and 
security. 
Some 79 per cent of hotel 

respondents said they wanted 
to purchase more services local- 
ly, but cited concerns on avail- 
ability of supply, price and qual- 
ity. Marketing and interior dec- 
orating provided further oppor- 
tunities. 

However, just 39 per cent of 
hotel construction requirements 
were sourced locally, and 8 per 
cent regionally. This was unlike- 
ly to alter significantly, although 
there were potential opportu- 
nities in non-traditional areas. 

¢ RN Bailey Park 

March 8,9 & 10 
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     seeks applications from q 
for the position of Senior 

Administrator to work for    

    

   

Bahamas must market small resorts like large hotels The successful applica : 

_ © Minimum of three y« 
  

      
     
    
   
   

  

   

          

FROM page 1B about the Four Seasons at Emerald Bay, _ to five years. . Administration « 
: but they should also know about Peace-n- “Then you have to considegy what market * Proficient knowle 

Instead, we focus on an experience,” she Plenty as well,” Ms Knowles said. , you want to tap into, what price range you S Working experience of W 
want to be at and what demographic you and Word 
want to target,” she added. Se 

Ms Knowles said a hotel does not have to . Ability to liaise with G 
be near a beach to work, taking as an exam- e Excellent written and ora 
ple Dilette’s, which offers an authentic - Salary will be commensura 
Bahamian experience right in the middle of ~ a 
a local community. 

“There are also all sorts of markets which 
can be tapped into, including the area of 
health and wellness, catering to persons 
who need to recover or just get some peace 
of mind,” Ms Knowles said. 

“So we need to script it, really develop it ;, 
and put in a brochure that can stand on its 
own.” ; 4 

She explained that the only time there is 
some level of competition is when resort 
price points drop, which may make some 
persons decide to spend the money on a 
resort experience that otherwise they might 
not be able to afford. 

Ms Knowles offered this advice to per- 
sons who may be interested in starting their 
own small business: “Do your homework, 
check out what is out there, don’t just say: She said persons requiring peace of mind 
‘Oh, I have a house so I can just open it’.”. - and an escape from it all will gladly pay for 

She said it was important to not just fac- it. 
tor in the cost of actually developing the 
property and the initial cost, but to also 
have funds to sustain the business for three 

added. 
Ms Knowles said that, in particular, this 

meant segmenting the tourist experience, 
focusing on the niche markets these prop- 
erties can provide. “People may come for 
different experiences such as culinary tours 
andbird watching, and so we band together 
to market this.” 

Ms Knowles said this can be done by 
using the various promotion boards, the 
Bahamas Hotel Association and the Min- 
istry of Tourism. 

She added that there was really no com- 
petition between the larger properties in 
many cases, because of the product which is 
being offered 

“We want the word to get out. When 
people talk about Exuma, they should know 

  

Applications will be treated 
_ confidence. Resumes, 
covering letter, should 
bahamas @tridenttrus 

  

  

or sent by regular mail 
~The Manager 
Trident Corporate Service 

~ PO Box N-3944 
~ Nassau, Bahamas 

“The people who work for you are very SS , 
important as well,” Ms Knowles said, as is 
the environment around you. 

www.tridenttrust. 

   

  

providing confidence through performance     Abaco Markets to sell 10% BSL Holdings stake     
FROM page 1B 

the BSL Holdings acquisition 
may take between 18 months 
to two years to show them- 
selves, it is understood that 
Abaco Markets has re-evaluat- 
ed its initial reasons for invest- 
ing in the buyout group. 

' These were the extra pur- 
chasing power is could gain 
through the link-up with 
Bahamas Supermarkets, 
enabling it to negotiate better 
terms with suppliers and pass 
some of these savings on to con- 
sumers. 

Yet, from Abaco Markets 
perspective, it was unclear 
whether - and how quickly - it 
would be able to exploit such 
potential benefits to its own 
advantage, given the nature of 
the Bahamas Supermarkets 
transition process. 

While there is likely to be 
some speculation that Abaco 
Markets’ stake divestment may 
have been forced by the Secu- 
rities Commission of the 
Bahamas and other regulators, 
due to concerns about poten- 
tial conflicts of interest involving 
one publicly-listed grocery chain 
investing in another quoted 
competitor, and gaining access 
to material information on its 
rival, The Tribune has been told 
this is not the case. 

There has been much specu- 
lation about a likely merger 
between Abaco Markets and 
Bahamas Supermarkets in the 
long-term, especially given the 
former’s shareholding, and the 
disposal will put this talk to rest 
- at least for now. Such a move 
would aiso give rise to compe- 

tition concerns in the Bahamian 
supermarket industry, effec- 
tively creating a duopoly in New 
Providence with Super Value. 

Abaco Markets’ chairman, 
Craig Symonette, is also an indi- 
vidual investor in BSL Hold- 
ings. Another investor with 
stakes in both companies is 
Franklyn Butler, who sits on 
Bahamas Supermarkets’ and 
BSL’s Boards after resigning 
from a similar post with Abaco 
Markets to eliminate any per- 
ceptions of a conflict of interest. 

BSL Holdings was a buyout 
group put together by Fidelity 
Merchant Bank & Trust and its 

senior executives, Anwer Sun- 
derji and Michael Anderson. 
Other investors include the 
hotel pension funds, and while 
Barbados Shipping & Trading - 
was initially supposed to take a 
40 per cent stake, it ultimately 
ended up making a $10 million 
unsecured loan to the buyout 
group. 

They acquired the 78 per cent 
Bahamas Supermarkets stake 
from Winn-Dixie for $54 mil- 
lion, beating out a rival bid from 
BK Foods, an investor group 
featuring RND Holdings chair- 
man, Jerome Fitzgerald, and 
Mark Finlayson. 

' (GRAHAM, THOMPSON @ CoO. 

COUNSEL & ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW * NOTARIES PUBLIC 

is pleased to announce that 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given. that MATHIEU FILS-AIME OF P.O. 
BOX N-1992, JOAN’S HEIGHTS, NASSAU, BAHAMAS, is 
applying to the Minister responsible for Nationality and 
Citizenship, for registration/naturalization as a citizen of The 
Bahamas, and that any person who knows any reason why 
registration/ naturalization should not be granted, should 
send a written and signed statement of the facts within 
twenty-eight days from the 27TH day of FEBRUARY, 2007 
to the Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, 
P.O.Box N-7147, Nassau, Bahamas. 

  

       PUBLIC NOTICE 
INTENT TO CHANGE NAME BY DEED POLL 
NOTICE is hereby given that by Deed Poll dated 27th day of 
February, A.D., 2007 now for recording at the Registrar General's 
Department, that KENNARD CEDRIKO ROLLE-WHYMS of No. 91 
Jumbay Street, Pinewoad Gardens, New Providence, The Bahamas, 

formally and absolutely renounced and abandoned the surname of 
ROLLE and has assumed and adopted and intends on all occasions 
to use and subscribe the surname of ROLLE-WHYMS instead of the 
surname ROLLE so as to be at all times called, known, and described 
by the name of KENNARD CEDRIKO ROLLE-WHYMS exclusively. 

  

        
    
    
    
    
    
    

Willie A. M. Moss 

has joined The Firm as of 

March |, 2007 

as a Partner 

in our Freeport Office. 

Freeport Chambers 
The First Commercial Centre 

3rd Floor, Suite 9 

P.O. Box 42533 

Freeport, Grand Bahama, 

Bahamas 

Tel: (242) 351-7474 

Fax: (242) 351-7752 

Nassau Chambers 
Sassoon House 

Shirley Street & Victoria Avenue 

P.O. Box N-272 

Nassau, New Providence, 

Bahamas 

Tel: (242) 322-4130 

Fax: (242) 328-1069



PAGE 6B, TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2007 
THE TRIBUNE 

  

BUSINESS 

  

© 

on to pursue $1.2m claim > 

gainst dad’s GBPA asset 
“ss 

FROM page 1B 

on Island Bay’s behalf on 

November 30, 2006, and served 

on Sir Jack Hayward’s office, 

according to his secretary, on 

December 5. 

_ Island Bay entered its default 

judgement and statutory 

demand for payment within 21 

  

   from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 

for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 

! and share your story. 

Share your news 
The Tribune wants to hear 

days on December 21, 2006, 

serving this on Sir Albert Miller, 

the GBPA’s chief executive. 

Mr Leonard alleged that the 

shareholder dispute between Sir 

Jack and the late Edward St 

George’s estate over the for- 

mer’s 75 per cent ownership 

claim had proved a major dis- 

traction for the GBPA, culmi- 

nating in the appointment of 

Clifford and Myles Culmer, the 

     
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

SG Hambros, part of SG Private Banking is a private bank 

providing a comprehensive wealth management service with 

offices in the UK, Jersey, Guernsey, Gibraltar and 

The Bahamas. 
e 

SG Hambros is currently looking to recruit a Head of IT & 

Telephony. Your primary role will be to: 

@ harmonise IT platforms with the 

rest of the SG Hambros Group 

review the IT operations with a 
view to ensuring best practice 

is adopted and employed and 

to review periodically, in line 

with Group directives 

supervise the local IT team 

ensure that short term solutions 

are consistent with the longer 

term plan or payback within a 

short time scale 

change management relating 

to the local IT function 

apply security best practices as 

defined by the IT security policy 

Candidates should ideally hold 

IT Certifications or equivalent, 

and have at least 10 to 15 years 

experience in all aspects of 

information systems. 

SG Hambres Bank & Trust Bahamas) Limited is 

The candidate should also have 

good technical Knowledge to 

include AS400, Network, UNIX , 

IP. WEB and good understanding 

of Banking and Trust environment. 

Fluency in French would be an 

asset. 

The position offers an attractive 

salary and benefits package. 

Applications should be submitted 

to the following address, to arrive 

on or before 26 February 2007. 

Manager, Human Resources 

SG Hambros Bank & Trust 

(Bahamas) Limited 

PO Box N7789 
Nassau 

Bahamas 

www.sghambros.com 

oensed under ihe Banks & Thist Companies Regulation Act. 

SG 
Regan le esla day 

  

    

        

{Pricing Information As Of: 

yMonday, 5 March 2007 

Be 
52wk-Low 

  

BDO Mann Judd accountants, 

as receivers. 
Eventually, a consent order 

was entered by Justice Anita 

Allen on December 8, 2006, 

which suspended the powers of 

the Board of Directors and 

placed them in the hands of Mr 

Culmer as an independent man- 

agement consultant. 

“Therefore, I am advised by 

counsel and variably believe the 

same to be true, that the said 

judgement in default of appear- 
ance and statutory demand was 

never properly served on the 

first defendant,” Mr Leonard 

alleged. 
He added that attempts to 

secure an outside general liti- 

gation counsel, following Fred 

Smith’s resignation, were over- 

taken by events surrounding the 
GBPA shareholder dispute. 

In addition, Mr Leonard 

alleged that Island Bay’s claim 
had no merit, arguing “that 
there can be no liability for pure 
economic loss save and except 
where there is a special rela- 

tionship between the parties, 

which did not and does not exist 

between the plaintiff and the 

first defendant”. 
He also alleged that Island 

Bay had been claiming special 

damages, which had to be 

proven, but this it had not done. 

In another affidavit, Harvey 
Hostetler, Uniprop’s president, 
said the default judgement “had 
a prejudicial effect” on the com- 
pany’s Bahamas-based real 
property interests. 

It had created “an equitable 
charge” on all Uniprop’s real 
estate, including condo units in 
Freeport, Grand Bahama, that 

it was marketing for sale and 
other undeveloped land parcels, 
meaning that it could not con- 

vey good and marketable title 
to third party buyers. 
Uniprop’s attorney, Fred 

Smith at Callender’s & Co, had 

received the writ and demand 
for payment relating to the 

default judgement in January 
2007, but “inadvertently omit- 
ted” to notify the company 
because he was immersed in 

representing the St George 

COURT ORDERED SALE 
ACTION 1701/01 

Judgment creditor 

Premier Importers Ltd. . 

Judgment debtor 

Christopher A. Moss 

T/A M.0.S.0. Construction 

To an 
CTT EL ae Ca 

Vehicle may be viewed at Premier Importers, St. Alban’s Drive 

7:30 to 4:30 Monday to Friday 

Contact: 322-8396 ext 232 

  
        

estate. 

Mr Smith sought to obtain 
Island Bay’s consent to have the 

default judgement set aside, but 
it refused to do so before he 
withdrew from representing 

Uniprop due to a conflict of 
interest. 

Admitted 

While Uniprop admitted that 
the Island Bay condo’s roof col- 

lapsed as a result of wind. and 
water damage suffered during 

Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne, 

Mr Hostetler said: “The dam- 

age sustained to the building 

was caused by an Act of God, 
namely the severe wind and rain 
associated with Hurricanes 
Frances and Jeanne during Sep- 
tember of 2004...... 

“The second defendant 
denies that the collapse of the 
said roof was caused by negli- 
gence on its part, and further 

avers that the roof of the build- 
ing, electrical system, plumbing 
systems and other structural 
components of the building 

        

     

     

SALESPERSONS NEEDED 
Tropical Companies are in search of highly motivated sales persons 

and stock room helpers for a number of vacancies. If you love 

working with tourist or have at least one year’s experience in retail 

sales, are computer literate and have a good work ethic 

Call Ph: 326 7791 between 9-3pm 
M-F deadline Mar 15th 

Aeome te beetle 
es 

were duly constructed and 
installed in accordance with the 
requirements of the standards 
of the building code governing 
construction of buildings in the 
Port area at the material time. 

“Further, the second defen- 

dant avers that the work car- 
ried out in relation to the roof, 
electrical system, plumbing sys- 
tem and other structural com- 
ponents of the building were 
duly approved by the buildings 
and technical department 
inspectors of the [GBPA] at the 
material time.” 

The Island Bay default judge- 
ment and winding-up petition 
had also raised eyebrows pre- 
viously because Mr Moss,.the 

Association’s attorney, was also 
the personal attorney for Sir 
Jack Hayward and the ousted 
GBPA chairman, Hannes 

Babak, in their legal battle 

against the St George estate. 
Therefore, Mr Moss.was rep- 

resenting one client in a bid to 
wind-up the company and 

major asset belonging to anoth- 

er client. 

   

. Retention Pond 
Jogging Trails & Playground 
Basketball Court 

* Gazebos &Grils 
Single Family, Duplex, Triplex & Fourpiex: 
LOTS FOR SALE and going FAST! 

PRICE STARTING @ $90,000 
‘Tel: 325-6447/9 or 325-6456 

      

  

     

   
       

      
    
       

   

Common Law Side 

BETWEEN 

  

COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS 

IN THE SUPREME COURT 

ROBERT SHIM 

AND 
IAN BURGZORG 

AND 
WEST ISLAND PROPERTIES - 

NOTICE 

  
      2002 

No. 1882 

   Plaintiff 

1st Defendant 

2nd Defendant 

    

   
       

    

    
    
    
    

       

      
       

    

      

I52wk-Hi 
7.85 0.54 Abaco Markets 0.75 0.75 0.00 : 0.000 N/M 0.00% ‘ 

12.05 10.40 Bahamas Property Fund 11.25 11.25 0.00 : 0.400 67 3.56% ; 

8.50 | 6.90 Bank of Bahamas 8.50 8.50 0.00 ‘ 0.260 10.7 3.06% TO: IAN BURZORG 

0.85 0.70. Benchmark ° 0.83 0.83 0.00 i 0.020 3.1 2.41% 

2.01 1.26 Bahamas Waste 1.95 2.01 0.06 4,000 0.199 0.060 10.1 2.99% Nassau, Bahamas 

1.49 112 Fidelity Bank 1.25 1.26 0.01 5,000 0.170 0.050 7.4 3.97% 

10.30 9.00 Cable Bahamas : 10.03. 10.03 0.00 0.715 0.240 14.0 2.39% 

2.20 1.64 Colina Holdings 2.10 2.10 0.00 0.078 0.040 26.9 1.90% . ; 

714.00 9.38 Commonweaith Bank 13.89) 14.00 0.11 1,000 0.998 0.680 14.0 4.86% TAKE NOTICE that, by Order of Mr. Justice ; 

lo.26 4.22. Consolidated Water BDRs 5.15 5.03 -0.12 842 0134 0.045 39.8 0.84% : 

lo 'a8 240 Dector’s Hospital 2.44 2.46 002 «1,000 -««#0.285-«0.000 8.3 0.00% Mohammed, Justice of the Supreme Court, dated the M 

Jo.24 5.54  Famguard 5.85 5.94 0.09 7.250 0.552 0.240 108 4.04% : ‘ 

12.30 10.70 Finco 12.30 42.30 0.00 0.779 0.570 15.7 4.65% 15th day of February, A.D., 2007, personal service : 

414.60 10.90  FirstCaribbean 14.60 14.60 0.00 0.921 0.500 15.9 3.42% : eet ey : 

16.74 40.00 Focol 16.71 16.71 0.00 1.644 0.510 10.2 3.05% upon you of the Notice of Adjourned Hearing In this 

41.15 0.50 Freeport Concrete _ 0.50 0.50 0.00 -0.434 0.000 .N/M 0.00% . Daa 5 . 

' 10.20 7.10 ICD Utilities 7.25 7.25 0.00 0.532 0.100 13.6 1.38% action which is scheduled to be heard before the said 

9.10 852 ‘J. S. Johnson 9.05 9.05 0.00 0.588 0.560 15.4 6.19% 
Justice on Monday the 19th day of March, A.D., 2007 

at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon be dispensed with, 

and it was ordered that publication once in The Nassau 

Guardian and The Tribune of the said Notice and of 

the reciting Order, should be deemed good and sufficient 

service upon you. 

0.795 7.9 

cn 4 0.00 pss 
Premier Real Esta 0.00 
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42.25 Bahamas Supermarkets 

10.00 Caribbean Crossings (Pref): 
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1 52wk-Low Fund Name 

{1 -3303 1.2766 Colina Money Market Fund 1.330313* * 

53.0569 2.6662 Fidelity Bah G &| Fund , na 

[2.5061 2.3241 Gane Mel Prefered Bind, eaoae 
AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that should you 

4 1.2248 1.1547 Colina Bond Fund       fail to appear on the hearing at the time and place stated 

above the court may make such Order and such 

judgment against you as the Court deems just. 
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YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing p' 

Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity 

Ask $ - Selling price of Collna and fidelity 

BISX ALL SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 

52wk-HI - Highest closing price In last 52 weeks 

f 52wk-Low - Lowest closing price In last 52 weeks 

s Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume 

Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume 

} Change - Change in closing price from day to day 

i Dally Vol. - Number of total shares traded today 

DIV $ - Dividends per share paid In the last 12 months 

P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings 

*. 23 February 2007 

Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price 

Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior waek 

EPS $ - Acompany’s reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths 

NAV - Net Asset Value 

N/M - Not Meaningful 

FINDEX< - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100 

   **~ 31 January 2007 

LOCKHART & MUNROE 

Attorneys for the Plaintiff 
*** 341 January 2007 

*** 31 January 2007 

neeee - 31 January 2007 

HR EOEIOIC ET PIBELITY 242-358-7764 1 FOR MORE DATA & INES OW GALL (242) 304-2503 
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THE TRIBUNE 

  

iia a a 

_ Oil prices lose more than one dollar a barrel on 

Hh 
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continued concerns over stock market declines | 
@ By J W ELPHINSTONE 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Oil 
prices lost more than $1 a bar- 
rel Monday on continued con- 
cerns over stock market 
declines and an indication by 
an OPEC official that the car- 
tel won’t cut production at its 
next meeting. 

Light, sweet crude for April 
delivery tumbled $1.57 to settle 
at $60.07 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. 
Earlier, the contract dropped 
as low as $59.55 a barrel, dip- 
ping below $60 for the first 
time since February 28. 

’ Brent crude for April also 
fell $1.54 to settle at $60.54 a 
barrel on the ICE Futures 
exchange in London. “There’s 
a general sort of recoil from 
risk in the market,” said Tobin 
Gorey, a commodity strategist 
with the Commonwealth Bank 
of Australia in Sydney. “There 
are still ongoing ramifications 
from China’s drop last Tues- 
day. It was a jolt to the global 
economy.” 

Last Tuesday, the bench- 
mark Shanghai Composite 
Index plunged nine per cent, 
triggering huge losses on Wall 
Street and other markets. The 
oil market still closed at a two- 
month high on Thursday on 
the news of tightening gaso- 
line supplies, but afterward fol- 
lowed the stock market’s 

+ downward pull. 
On Monday, the Shanghai 

Composite Index fell 1.6 per 
cent, while the Dow Jones 
industrials was down 16.99 
points to 12,097.11 in after- 
noon trading. 
Comments from an oil offi- 

cial that the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries is unlikely to call for 
another round of production 
cuts at its March meeting also 
undermined prices. 

Qatar’s Oil Minister Abdul- 
lah bin Hamad al-Attiyah said 
the cartel won’t decrease pro- 

duction if crude oil stays near 
its current basket price of 
$58.34 a barrel, according to 
Dow Jones Newswires. 
Oppenheimer & Co. Ana- 

lyst Fadel Gheit said that 
OPEC aims to keep oil within 
$55 and $65 a barrel. “Now at 
$60 a barrel is the sweet spot,” 
Gheit said. “It will not kill 
demand growth for oil. It will 
slow it, but we won’t see peo- 
ple running to conserve energy. 
People will get used to it.” 

Escalating tensions between 
Iran and the United States 
have buoyed prices lately, but 
reports on Monday that Iran 
may participate Saturday in an 
international conference on 
Iraq with the United States in | 
attendance also may have 
“alleviated some of the politi- 
cal premium in the price,” of 
oil, Gheit said. 

If both countries attend, it 

would be the first public US- 
Iranian meeting in nearly three 
years. 
Washington is pushing for 

tougher UN sanctions on 
Tehran over its failure to com- 
ply with demands to halt its 
uranium enrichment pro- 
gramme. Although the Unit- 
ed States has said it has no 
plans for a military strike, the 
option has not been ruled out. 

Underlying fundamentals for 
crude oil remain supportive, 
analysts said. 

Last week’s US inventories 
report showed stockpiles of 
gasoline and distillates, which 
include heating oil and diesel 
fuel, dropped by a larger 
amount than analysts had fore- 
cast. Meanwhile, demand for 

products over the last four- 
week period rose by 7.5 per 
cent from the same period last 
year. 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 
Well established Fashion Retail 

Business. Well known and 
respected worldwide Franchise.. 

20 years at same prime location. 

Email: b.inquiries@gmail.com | 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that YVENER CHARLES OF 
#32 TAYLOR STREET, NASSAU, BAHAMAS, is applying 
to the Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, 
for registration/naturalization as a citizen of The Bahamas, 
and that any person who knows any reason why registration/ 
naturalization should not be granted, should send a written 
and signed statement of the facts within twenty-eight 
days from the 27th day of February, 2007 to the Minister 
responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, P.O.Box N- 7147, 
Nassau, Bahamas. 

PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR 
BRIDGE DESIGN/BUILD CONTRACT 

  

Design/Build Teams are invited to submit proposals to construct a 

new bridge carrying the Grand Bahama Highway over the Lucayan 

Waterway near Freeport, on the island of Grand Bahama. 

SCOPE OF WORK: The project limits will consist of approximately one 

half (1/2) mile of roadway, a bridge over the Lucayan Waterway 

Canal and the extension of the existing seawall bulkheads along 

both sides of the canal. The intent is for the bridge to span across the 

Tim Evans, an energy ana- 
lyst with Citigroup Futures 
Research, also pointed out that 
traders appear to be ignoring 
the return of colder tempera- 
tures in the Northeast and a 
spate of production disrup- 
tions, both supportive of prices. 

“The crude oil market is 
more concerned about things 
that are more potentially bear- 
ish than actually bearish,” 
Evans said. 

In other Nymex trading, 
heating oil futures fell more 
than four cents to settle at 
$1.7248 a gallon, while natural 
gas gained more than a penny 
to $7.254 per 1,000 cubic feet. 
Gasoline futures settled at 
$1.8447 a gallon, down paeeny 
six cents. 

TM UCR IV 
RESUS 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that MAX EDMOND OF 
MINNIE ST, NASSAU, BAHAMAS, is applying to the 
Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, for 
registration/naturalization as a citizen of The Bahamas, and 
that any person who knows any reason why registration/ 
naturalization should not be granted, should send a written 
and signed statement of the facts within twenty-eight days 

1 from the 6th day of March, 2007 to the Minister responsible 
for Nationality and Citizenship, P.O.Box N- 7147, Nassau, 
Bahamas.   

innavative Gifshare Bank is presentiy looking for a: 

re arom ON SET mh | Compliance Officer 
The successful applicant must: 

a Have several years of experience as compliance officer in private banking. 

a Have knowledge of Bahamian and international compliance requirements. 

w Be computer literate with communication skills. 

We require knowledge and experience with: 

a Planning, organizing the compliance function for a bank. 

a Developing and maintaining adequate policies and procedures. 

a Reviewing and managing the documentation of client files. 

a Liaising with regulators and compliance officer of the Group. 

Motivated team player with pleasant personality. 

Private Banking 

ASS a Ts 

We offer: 

u A salary which i is commensurate with the job, a pension plan and medical insurance. VLA eM USN CLLRS} 

Must be able to work independently with minimal supervision. 

Ability to conduct the monitoring of clients credit risk and/or law degree is an asset. 

Please send ood PEBUING oo one c i letter per pelerohe to: 

PMN Pa eet 

The 2007 Chevrolet 
EPICA and OPTRA 
models are here! 
Visit our showroom today and choose from our wide 
selection of 2007 Chevrolet cars, SUVs and trucks. 

PER MONTH* 

Lucayan Waterway with no piers or marine fenders in the Lucayan 

Waterway. This bridge is intended to be the initial two (2) lanes of a 

future (4) lane facility with a carrier space for utilities and at least one 

sidewalk with pedestrian vehicle divider/barrief wall, No sidewalk 

facility is anticipated with the bridge in this agreement, only with the 

future four lane facility. The work also includes the reconstruction of 

the approach roadway eastbound and westbound to the bridge to 

provide for one lane in each direction at the bridge and connection 

to the four (4) lane divided Grand Bahama Highway beyond the 

project limits. 

The Chevrolet Epica sedan has been 
completely redesigned. You'll love the 
great ride that the 2-litre, V-6 engine and 
advanced suspension provide. Comes 
loaded with driver-side airbag, factory 
alarm, alloy wheels, anti-lock brakes, tS 
keyless entry, radio/CD, air-conditioning = 

and more. ae 

  
The Chevrolet Optra sedan & hatchback — 

- models are loaded with features. The Opts. 
» 4,8-litre engine and automatic transmission 

offer a smooth riding experience. The Optra 
has a driver side airbag, factory alarm, rernote 
entry, power windows and locks, air- 
conditioning and radio/CD. 

Interested Design/Build Teams must submit information on their tech- 

nical and financial competence for qualification, no later than 

Friday, March 16, 2007 to: 

Mr. Dudley Francis 

Project Manager 
THE GRAND BAHAMA PORT AUTHORITY, LIMITED 
Southern Ridge Building 
P.O. Box F-42666 
Freeport, Grand Bahama Island 
Tel: (242) 352-6611 Ext. 2085 
Fax: (242) 351-8473 
E-mail: dfrancis@gbpa.com 

*Prices based on 6-year term with 15% down 

On-the-spot financing and insurance. 
24-month/24,000-mile factory warranty. Shirley Rica Acad h SL ae info@nassaumotor.com * www.chevroletbahamas.com  
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Stocks finish near lows amid worries over. 
mortgage defaults and strengthening yen 

™ By MADLEN READ 
AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Wall 
Street seesawed through an 
erratic session Monday, trying 
to stabilize but ultimately fin- 
ishing near its lows of the day 
amid worries about mortgage 

INSIGHT 
For the stories 

behind the news, 
ic=v-lo My ph(e/ a) 4 
on Mondays 

  

defaults, a strengthening yen 
and tumbling stock markets 
abroad. 

The major wHcexes fluctuat- 
ed throughout the session, with 
the Dow Jones industrials bob- 
bing between positive and neg- 
ative territory as investors tried 
to size up where the market 
was headed after last week’s 
big decline. The Dow finished 
63 points lower, having fallen 
in eight of the last nine ses- 
sions. 
‘The market remained jittery 

about losses over soured sub- 
prime loans, or loans to cus- 
tomers with poor credit rat- 
ings. HSBC Holdings PLC, 
Europe’s largest bank, said its 
2006 earnings rose five per cent 
but that it suffered $10.6 bil- 
lion in losses on bad loans from 
its US subprime mortgage 
operations. 

Also pushing stocks down, 
a rising yen added to concerns 
about an erosion of the yen 

ICD UTILITIES LIMITED 
Notice To Shareholders 

The Board of Directors of 

ICD Utilities Limited is pleased 

to advise that a dividend of 

10 cents per share 

has been declared to all Shareholders 

of record as at. 12th March, 2007 

and payable on 30th March, 2007   

  

_ Projess lila ella 

International 

Certification 

In 

carry trade, which is the 
process of borrowing the low- 
yielding yen to acquire assets 
in other currencies with greater 
yields. A slowdown could hurt 
liquidity worldwide. By late in 
the day, the US dollar was at 
116 yen, trading near three- 
month lows after falling from 
above 120 yen less than a week 
ago, 
Though the markets were 

uneasy Monday, they were 
hardly out of control as the 
Dow traded within a 150-point 
range and stayed above the 
12,000 mark, which it had sur- 
passed for the first time in 
October last year. 

“Stability is a good sign,” 
said Todd Salamone, senior 
vice president of research at 
Schaeffer’s Investment 
Research in Cincinnati. He 
noted that stocks could see 
volatility for months, but that 
over the long term, the mar- 
ket looks poised to climb. 
“Expectations for economic 
data, earnings data — both 
have been ratcheted lower. 
Markets tend to do better 
when expectations are low, 
because they have better odds 
for positive surprises.” 

The Dow fell 63.69, or 0.53 
per cent, to 12,050.41, having 
swung 75 points lower and 75 
higher than Friday’s close in 
earlier trading. The blue chips 
have now fallen 581 points, or 
4.6 per cent, from their clos- 
ing price last Monday, the day 
before the market’s plunge. 

Broader stock indicators also 
fell. The Standard & Poor’s 
500 index slipped 13.05, or 0.94 
per cent, at 1,374.12, and the 
Nasdaq composite index — 
which is dominated by riskier 
technology and small-cap 
stocks — dropped 27.32, or 
1.15 per cent, to 2,340.68. 
Bond prices fell, nudging the 

- yield on the benchmark 10- 
year Treasury note to 4.51 per 
cent from 4.50 per cent late 

PORT 
RHE 
Nia 

  

IPM 
“The Gradaate Project 

Management Certification’ 

Pen CC 

  

REGISTER BEFORE PRICES GO UP!! 

    
on budget. 

org anization. 

You will understand what “projects” are, and how they are becoming a part 
of organizational thinking. 

* You will identify your role as project manager and the skills required of you. 
* You Will recognize the steps you must take to keep budgets on track and 

* Identify the key factors in project success 
* You will establish guidelines for building and controlling a budget 
* You will become more skilled at presenting ideas and asking for feedback. 
* You will identify techniques for bench marking your 

Guides. 

     

      
    
    
    
    
      

What's Included? 

instruction by an expert 
certified lecturer 

Small interactive classes 
Classroom Project 
Exercises and Tests 

Specialized Student _ 
Workbook, Slides copy, 
templates, handouts, and 

Project Management 

Personalized certificate of 

Friday, as the stock market’s 
tolerable performance earlier 
in the day kept investors from 
rushing to Treasurys. 
The dollar was higher 

against other major currencies 
except for the yen. Gold, 
though traditionally a safe- 
haven investment, continued 
its slide. 

Oil prices dropped sharply 
on the possibility that stocks’ 
decline could dampen demand, 
but they lifted from earlier 
lows below $60 a barrel to fin- 
ish down $1.57 at $60.07 on the 
New York Mercentile 
Exchange. 

Market 

The market saw the bulk of 
its drop right before the close, 
in a similar pattern to Friday, 
when the Dow flirted with 
gains only to drop 120 points 
late in the day. Going forward, 
market participants won’t be 
ruling out the possibility of a 
large, late-day swing. 

“Probably it’s better to save 
any judgment on this market 
today until the last half hour,” 
said Philip S Dow, managing 
director of equity strategy at 
RBC Dain Rauscher in Min- 
neapolis, before the markets 
closed Monday. He noted that 
little has changed in terms of 
economic fundamentals, but 
that the market is very volatile. 

Stock investors appeared to 
have been somewhat consoled 
by comments attributed to US 
Treasury Secretary Henry 
Paulson by Japan’s finance 
minister, Koji Omi. Neither 
Omi nor Paulson, who began a 
three-nation Asian tour in 
Tokyo on Monday, were con- 
cerned by the swings in region- 
al stock markets, Omi told 
reporters in Tokyo. Both men 
contend the market mecha- 
nism was functioning well, Omi 
said. 

Still, Asian and European 

stocks closed lower, keeping 
US investors on edge. The 
Nikkei fell for the fifth straight 
session to close down 3.3 per 
cent, Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
index fell four per cent and the 
Shanghai Composite Index, 
which has been volatile in 
recent weeks, fell 1.6 per cent. 

In Europe, Britain’s FTSE 
100 dropped 0.94 per cent, 
Germany’s DAX index fell 
1.04 per cent, and France’s 
CAC-40 declined 0.73 per cent. 
The Institute for Supply 

Management’s report on the 
services sector failed to inject 
much confidence in the mar- 
ket. The index registered ‘at 
54.3 for February, lower than 
analysts’ forecast of 57.5 and 
January’s reading of 59.0. Still, 
the reading above 50 indicates 
that US service industries con- 
tinue to grow, albeit at a mod- 
est pace. 
Market participants are 

bracing for a rocky week, espe- 
cially as investors await the 
Labour Department’s jobs 
report Friday. So far, econom- 
ic data have been coming in 
mixed, suggesting a moderat- 
ing growth but not recession. 
“We saw the ISM come in 

lower than expected, but the 
economy is slowing, and that’s 
fine,” said Scott Wren, senior 
equity strategist for A G 
Edwards & Sons. The ISM 
said the service sector, which 
represents about 80 per cent 
of the nation’s economic activ- 
ity, saw nine of its industries 
grow and nine contract. 

St. Louis Fed President 
William Poole, a voting mem- 
ber of the interest rate-setting 
Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee, echoed recent state- 
ments by Fed Chairman Ben 
Bernanke Monday, saying the 
economic outlook is not as dis- 
mal as the market’s recent 
downturn suggests, and that 
inflation remains a concern for 
policy makers. 

But companies involved with 
subprime mortgages, already 
dragged down by concerns that 
too many people are default- 
ing, were kicked down further 
when New Century Financial © 
Corp., the second-largest sub- 
prime lender, said late Friday 
that a federal prosecutor and 
the New York Stock Exchange . 
are conducting investigations - 
into its stock movements. New 
Century fell $10.09, or 69 per 
cent, to $4.56. 

Also spooking investors was 

Fremont General Corp.’s 
announcement Monday that it 
is planning to sell its subprime 
residential real-estate lending 
business. Fremont fell $2.82, 
or 32.4 per cent, to $5.89. 

The burgeoning subprime 
worries also hurt banks and 
homebuilders Monday: 
National City Corp. and Wash- 
ington Mutual Inc. fell more 
than three per cent, while Toll 
Brothers Inc., D.R. Horton 
Inc., and Centex Corp. all lost. ca 
more than four per cent. 

Declining issues outnum- °-* 
bered advancers by about five 
to one on the New York Stock 
Exchange, where volume came 
to 1.99 billion shares, com- 
pared to 1.86 billion shares at 
the same point on Friday.” 

The Russell 2000 index of 
smaller companies dropped 
15.38, or 1.98 per cent, at 
760.06. 
Though the markets have 

been tumbling, market watch- 
ers note that merger and acqui- - | ne 
sition activity i is still strong — a’ 
positive sign for stocks. 
Pathmark Stores Inc. rose 

$1.21, or 10.8 per cent, to 
$12.46 after A&P supermar- 
ket operator Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co. agreed to buy 
Pathmark for $1.3 billion in-°- 
cash and stock. In an unusual: 
move, investors bid Great 
Atlantic & Pacific higher; the 
stock was up $1.64, or 5.3 per 
cent, at $32.50. 

NOTICE OF OFFICE 
CLOSURE 

To our Valued Customers 

Our offices will be open for regular business hours except on 

March 9, 2007 

- March 9, 2007 

March 9, 2007 

March 9, 2007 

the following day. 

Nassau 

Freeport 

Exuma 

Abaco 

Sam - 2:30pm 

Closed 

Closed 

Closed 

Al our offices will re-open for regular business on March 12, 2007     completion 
   

      

(PERT, GANTT) 
- Building a wi 

Managing meetings. 
Building a budget and 
controlling costs 

We apologize for any 

inconvenience caused. 

FEES: $895.00 per person, plus 
additional textbook costs and $25 
registration fee. *Prices and dates 
are subject to change. 

    

    

    

Lignum Institiute of Technology (L.I.T.) 

Course starting April 10th, 2007 
(Every Tues. & Thurs. from 6:00p.m. to 8:00p.m.) 

for 8 weeks 

es 1920 
_ MailorFaxAddress 

Lignum Institute of Technology (LIT) 
P.O. Box 6295 Nassau, Bahamas © 

Telephone: (242) 393-2164 
Fax: (242) 394-4971 

242-461-1000 i cieaien bafinancial@babinsurance.com 
| Freeport 242-352-7209 Exuma 242-336-3035     

a
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Fax: (242) 328-2398 

E-Mail: sports@100jamz.com 

The Machines 
ear up for E | 

ree UB ICAU 
championship 
By BRENT STUBBS 
Senior Sports Reporter 

  

ST. AUGUSTINE'S College is 
expected to roll their Big Red 
Machine into the Thomas A. 
Robinson Track and Field Stadi- 
um on Wednesday with 146 ath- 
letes. 
When they leave on Friday 

evening, they are hoping to carry 
their 19th straight Bahamas Asso- 
ciation of Independent Secondary 
Schools Sports’ Inter-School Track 
and Field Championship back to 
Bernard Road. 

Head coach William ‘Knuckle- 
head’ Johnson is confident that they 
will tighten their stranglehold on 
the title. 

“We expect that we should do 
very well because we still a have a 
number of seasoned competitors, 
many of whom have been on 
national teams, so we expect to do 
very well,” Johnson charged. 

As has been the mandate for 
SAC over the years as they built 
their dynasty, Johnson said once 
their athletes go out and give it their 
best, they should keep the winning 
tradition alive. 

“We know that it’s going to be a 
fight,” he insisted. “We don’t expect 
anybody to just give it to us. We 
have to go out there and compete, 

so we are going to go out there, 
each person, and do their best.” 

If history repeats itself, Johnson 
said that he anticipates that the Big 
Red Machines will shine in some 
of the areas that they normally con- 
sider to be their weaknesses. 

“It depends on what the other 
schools have,” he projected. 

“But our intermediate girls 
are pretty strong and our senior 
girls and senior boys are both 

_ strong. 
Without giving away any strate- 

gies to their rivals, like Queen’s 

College, St. John’s, St. Andrew’s, 
St. Anne’s or Jordan Prince 
William, Williams warned them 

that “we will have a good balanced 
team.” 

The Tribune attempted to con- 
tact the schools for their outlook 
on the championships yesterday. 
However, only some of the coaches 
were available. 

Jordan Prince William Falcons 
Head coach Hattie Moxey said 

Jordan Prince, William have a lot 
of athletes with the potential to 
compete, but the Falcons haven’t 
put that much emphasis on their 
preparation. 

“We’re not ready to say that we 
can win the BAISS. We éan pro- 
duce some athletes, but I don’t 

think we have put in the time to 
get them ready,” she charged. 

“We spent a lot of time in bas- 
ketball and with our department 
being so small, we haven’t put in 
the time with the athletes. But by 
next year, we will go overboard 
with the track team because the 
potential is here.” 

Not to count out those athletes 
that they have who have been doing 
the extra work, Moxey said Jordan 
Prince William will still be a force to - 
reckon with. They will have an 80- 
member team at the meet. 

“T don’t see us winning the 
BAISS track and field,” she point- 
ed out. “Our strength is on the field. 
We have a few athletes who will 
show up on the track, but I think we 
will get most of our points from the 
field.” 

Moxey said they have some new 
bantam athletes they are eager to 
showcase and there are some 
juniors returning from last year who 
performed exceptionally well and 
they will lead the charge for the 
Falcons as they work on regaining 
the second place position they held 
for a number of years behind SAC. 

St. Anne’s Bluewaves 
Coach Varel Davis said the Blue- 

waves will be represented by a team 
of 107 athletes. 

“We are really strong in the male 
divisions from bantam to senior,” 

she reflected. “We’re a little weak 
in the female divisions this year. 

“So we are, looking at winning 
some events on the track in the 
bantam and junior boys, including 
the relays. We feel that our ath- 
letes are that strong this year to do 
it,” 

Davis, however, pointed out that 
it will almost take a miracle for St. 
Anne’s to dethrone SAC off their 
thrown. 

“We go out there every year to 
give them a run. [ think every 
school does that,” Davis reflected. 
“We will go out there and try our 
best. 

“But if we can get back to the 
third place we achieved Jast year 
or improve on that this year, we 
feel we would have done well.” 

@ BASKETBALL 
By BRENT STUBBS 
Senior Sports Reporter 

WITH recent controversy 
behind them, the HO Nash 

Lions have settled down to the 
task at hand - defending their 
Government Secondary Schools 
Sports Association’s junior girls 
basketball title. 

Hit by a long drawn out battle 
with the GSSSA to have point 
guard Cedricka Sweeting insert- 
ed into their line-up, HO Nash 
played like a team on a mission 
as they blew out the CC Sweet- 
ing Scorpions 46-21 yesterday at 
the CI Gibson Gymnasium to 
advance to the final. 

They will play the SC McPher- 
son Sharks, coached by Chevy 
Simmons, who defeated the AF 
Adderley Fighting Tigers, 40-39, 
in their sudden death playoff yes- 
terday. 

Ironically, the championship 
will be played between the 
Lions, the top ranked team and 
the Sharks, the fourth ranked 
team. 

They will play game one today 
"at 4 p.m. at the same venue. 

Lions’ coach Patricia ‘Patty’ 
Johnson, whose team went unde- 
feated this year, didn’t waste 
anytime in establishing the tem- 
po of the game that had 
therm matched against the No.2 
team. 

“This one was special because 
we had a lot of injuries and a lot 
of. controversies with the 
league,” Johnson stated. 

“The kids worked hard, they 

stayed focus and concentrated. 
“CC played a good game, but 

we came out to get to the cham- 
pionship. We didn’t want to take 
any chances because this was a 
one shot deal. We just wanted 
to get into the championship.” 

They did it with a 1-2 punch . 
from Sweeting and Lakishna 
Munroe. Sweeting, who was - 

embattled with the controversy 
that almost didn’t enable her to . 
play, led the way with a game 

  

r 
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MIAMI HERALD SPORTS 

rc 
out of the Scorpions 

high 19 points. Munroe had 13. 
Sweeting and Munroe set the 

tune in the first half as they 
scored 10 and eight respectively. 
In the second half, Sweeting 
showed some extra skills as she 
converted all seven of her free 
throws. 

Shashuana Smith added all 
seven of her points in the first, 
while Tannica Smith chipped in 
with five. 

For the Scorpions, Giovanna 

Gordon scored seven and 
Shanae Armbrister, Lornika 
Seaphin and Terrinaque Roker 
all helped out with four. 

CC Sweeting’s coach Tracy 
McKenzie said they didn’t play 
up to par and it showed in. the 
final score. 

“They didn’t play like the sec- 
ond best team. They were a 
bunch of seventh graders who 
were. scared,” McKenzie 
stressed. “We will just have to 
regroup and come back next 
year.” 
HO Nash opened a 8-0 lead 

and it seemed as if they were not 
going to miss a shot as they tight- 
ened up their defence and ran 
the fast break effectively. 

But Shanae Armbrister got 
loose under the basket and used 
her height to go up for an uncon- 
tested lay-up to put CC Sweeting 
on the scoreboard. 

The Scorpions started to make 
a dent in the lead when Giovan- 
na Gordan came up with a huge 
block shot and headed to the 
other end of the court for a lay- 
up and a 12-5 deficit. 

That was the closest that they 
got as the Lions went back on 
their offensive attack and they 
built an insurmountable 30-10 
lead at the half. 

Nothing much changed i in the 
opening minutes of the second 
half as HO Nash went on a 9-0 
spurt to extend their lead to 39- 
10. 

CC Sweeting would answer 
with their first two points to trim 
the lead to 39-12. 

But while they struggled to get 

their offence going, the Lions 
continued to roll as their fans 
started cheering for them in the 
stands. 

It was like clockwork as HO 

      

    

Nash managed to take the ball 
out of the hands of CC Sweeting, 

who had times had difficulty get- 
ting the ball over the half-court 
line. 

@ MIAMI HERALD 
SPORTS INSIDE 

   

By the time they mounted any 
serious challenge, the Lions had 
inserted their bench and even . 
then, they didn’t seem to miss a 
beat. 

Bahamas Swimming Federation names Carita swim team 

  

@ GIRLS 11-12 
WAN WAU LISUIR Yul essai tetas ceanirinidedutcladociatsarndst eo tly hh . 
BRIA DEVEAUX ........50/100/200 BACK, 100/200 FLY, 100/200/400 FREE, 100 BACK, 200/400 IM 
LAU RIES GIN TION vice <2 cco: ssecnussauartantiatn sun ainda talainaenceeasn 
BERCHADETTE MOSS 
SHONAE MUSGROVE, scsessscssssinescseasontaruomesbiveatantal me baatiiteenke 
JE’NAE SAUNDERS ...ssssssststsesenee 

& BOYS 11-12 
CAIMRON BRUNE Y 005555) adele imran dante: 100/200 BREAST, 200/400 FREE 
EVANTE GIBSON .eessscsssssssseesess 50/100/200 BREAST, 500/100/200 FLY, 200/400 IM, 50/100FREE 
MATTHEW LOWE csctesssssstsssssosnanenabsteanstonets 100/200 FLY, 200/400 FREE/200, BACK/200/400 IM 
LARRON MOREE Ys ecssccccsarccsatchantennmusniovnverte Aénataudnd | s50 BACK, 50 BREAST, 50 FLY 
Tr AURPNIMOSS ci 3 dic rssenapiaisecsiowininsiuuannadiiaaans 50/100/200 BACK, 50 FLY, 100 FREE 

ll GIRLS 13-14 
ASHLEY BUTLER iscsi sectecstrccsvsssosstadtaaisen 50/100/200 BACK, 50/100 FLY, 50/100 FREE, 200IM 
FCAT BSELA CUI MERE sacs sssaccianivinscccztstansenine vesettenscepectoron colons 50/100/200 FLY, 50 BACK, 50 FREE 
PUA WV AT DV AU cs ccoucetes en uercttadsn cadena ge memtncet nates 100/200/400/800 FREE 
MCKAYLA LIGHTBOURN.... 

    
SHAUWINTE MOSS ..ssevsssosssccvisssssnsssnisussineoscnssssesanenstenbsidianlihescniut debe tes 50/100/200 BREAST, 400 IM 

mM BOYS 13-14 
DEVONN KNOWLES wiiicaicnasaniacncalestacnn 50/100/200 BACK, 200 BREAST, 200/1500 FREE 
DELLA NOMCINTOSED osssieshsctssciesuscesisssancsnscssaceeladeatuuttletelity OGpptiaresseonsenthcaatead 50/100/200 BREAST 
ARNEANDO MOSS isco vas 8 csaletescch diated tanta dea tiatin haa wehvane nee 50/100/200 FLY, 50 FREE 
MANCER ROBERTS oeescsssssssssssssssssssesccesesees 100/200/400/1500 FREE, 50/100/200 BACK, 200/400 IM 
BRENT THOMPSON peesscsssossssse 50/100 FLY, 50/100/200 BREAST, 100/200/400 FREE, 200/400 IM 

Mi GIRLS 15-17 A, 
FEIN CHA BIN Ts eae tree recat ~..100/200 FLY, 400/800 FREE 
ALICIA LIGHTBOURNa si ccccsgadisinisoanthenacnieduhee 50/100/200 BREAST, 200 FREE, 400 IM 
TEISHA: LIGHTBOURN o.essssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssisnenpeddissdvisosssseseeeisess50 FLY, 100 BREAST, 200 IM 
AUTEUR YA ROL 8 iid cc tcmateartcces cuter erecra Mennaiias Stem maseacanieee 50/200 BREAST 

  

JADE THOMPSON: .a.feiissicsersassssioctseccdcsesttoeors hive tosteict naca taser eet cnet eee nae 50/100/200 BACK 
ARIANNA VANDERPOOL-WALLACE...50/100/200 FLY, 50/100/200/400/800 FREE, 200/400 IM 
ARIE, WEE CE cas cccrn i cscssedisevisasseisttesescis ia tiessueva co pudion acco ee sed cuca ote uses 

@ BOYS 15-17 
JONATHAN BAIN 
JOHN BRADLEY... 
VEREANCE BURROWS ...... 
KIERAN DEVEAU...........04 
DAVID HANNA... 
MICHAEL MCINTOSH........... 
JE’ VAUGHAN SAUNDERS 

   

  

    

  

   

  

50/100/200 BACK, 500/100 FREE 

sangeet 50/100 FREE 
1500/400/200 FREE 

SN 50/100 FREE, 50/100 FLY 
sees 50/100/200 BACK, 200/400 FREE/200 BACK 
facdeceivd cae eels 200 BACK, 200 FLY, 200/400 IM 

waite be 50/100/200 BREAST 
ibs 50/100/200 BREAST, 100 BACK, 200/400 IM 

DENA SEYMOUR bio a.ccetiaa cesticnnctdeatanneal cen ataiiasavsteasaab deeds ne iebapiatatoagevvsadoded ganepgananadeteenaeed 50/100 FLY 
° See story on page two 

Jets power their way to victory over the Bommers 

  
@ THE John Bull Jets hold onto the ball against the Bommers at the weekend in the Commonwealth American Football League. The Jets won 30-12. 

See page 8E for more. 
(Photos: Felipé Major/Tribune staff)
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for a month 
mw SOCCER 
MADRID, Spain 
Associated Press 

DAVID BECKHAM will 
be sidelined for a month after 

hurting a knee ligament during 

a Spanish League game last 

weekend, an injury that elimi- 

nated his chance of being 

recalled to England’s national 

team for European Champi- 

onship qualifiers this month. 

The 31-year-old midfielder 

hurt his right knee during Real 

Madrid’s 1-1 tie with Getafe 

on Sunday when his momen- 

tum following a cross took him 

into an advertising sign behind 

the goal. He limped off the 

field and a scan Monday 
revealed the injured ligament 

Beckham missed three 

games in November due to an 
injured left knee, which he 
hurt at the World Cup. 
Beckham agreed in January 

to a five-year contract with th 

Los Angeles Galaxy worth 

about $27.5 million in base 
salary, His contract with Real 

Madrid ends June 30, and the 

( 

Galaxy expect he will join the 

team in August. 
Beckham was taken off in 

the 69th minute, 37 minutes 

after teammate Jose Antonio 

Reyes was carried off on a 
stretcher after hurting his left 
knee. Both will miss Wednes- 
day’s European Chanipions . . 
League game at Bayern’ 
Munich. 

Famous for his bending free 

kicks and crosses, Beckham 

has 17 goals in 94 appearances 

for England. He was captain 

for 58, stepping down after 

’ England was eliminated in last 
year’s World Cup quarterfi- 
nals. Beckham has not played 
for England since. 

@ SWIMMING 
By BRENT STUBBS 
Senior Sports Reporter 

LAST year, the Bahamas 

lost the Carifta Swimming 

Championships by seven and 

half points. This year, the 

Bahamas Swimming Federa- 

tion has ratified a 30-mem- 

ber team that they feel will 

not only be competitive, but 
should win this year’s cham- 

pionships. 
Mark Sowa, the head coach 

of the Barracuda’s Swim 

Club, will travel to Kingston, 

Jamaica next month as the 

head coach of the team. 
He will be assisted by 

Geoff Enas, the head coach 

of the Dolphins Swim Club 

and Stacy Bradley, the assis- 

tant coach of the YMCA 

Wave Runners from Grand 

Bahama. - 
The team, which will travel 

on April 5, will be managed 

by Dale ‘Happy’ Knowles. 

The chaperones are Jason 

Saunders and Stephanie Car- 
roll. 
Following the Barrucuda’s 

Swim Meet over the week- 

end, which served as a last 

chance meet to qualify, the 

BSF ratified the 30 athletes 

on Sunday. 
They are: 
Girls 11-12 - Maya Albury, 

Bria Deveaux, Lauren Glin- 

SPORTS. 

ahamas swimmers aim 

ton, Berchadette Moss, 

Shonae Moss and JeNae 

Saunders. 
Girls 13-14 - Ashley But- 

ler, Kadesha Culmer, Ravyn 

Deveauxc, McKayla Light- 

bourn and Shaunte Moss. 

Girls 15-17 - Janne Chaplin, 

Alicia Lightbourne, Teisha 

Lightbourne, Anthaya Rolle, 

Jade Thompson, Ariana Van- 

derpool-Wallace and Aricl 

Weech. 
Boys 11-12 - Cameron 

Bruney, Evante Gibson, 

Matthew Lowe, Laron Mor- 

ley and T’Auren Moss. 

Boys 13-14 - Devonn 

Knowles, Delano McIntosh, 

Armando Moss, Mercer 

Roberts and Brent Thomp- 

son. 
Boys 15-17 - Jonathan 

Bain, John Bradley, Vereance 

‘Burrows, Kieran Deveaux, 

David Hanna, Michael McIn- 

tosh, JeVaughn Saunders and 

Denaj Seymour. 
Federation. president 

Algernon Cargill said they 

have made a commitment to 

go for the title by carrying a 

full team of 30 swimmers, all 

of whom have done the qual- 

ifying standards. 
“Our goal is to go to Carif- 

ta and win the championship 

in Jamaica,” he insisted. “Our 

strongest age group is the 15- 

17 girls led by Ariana Van- 

derpool-Wallace and Teisha 

and Alicia Lightbourne. 
“Our 15-17 boys are just as 

strong, so we feel we have a 

very strong team and we are 

going into Jamaica to win the 

Carifta Championships.” 
Now that the team has 

been selected, Cargill said its 

up to the coaches to get the 

swimmers together so that 

TRIBUNE SPORTS 

     

  

for championship win 
they can put in the extra work 

to get ready for the champi- 

onships. 
As for the federation, 

Cargill said they will be 
appealing to the public for 

their financial assistance to 

help cover the expenses for 

the team’s travel to Jamaica. 

“Funding has always been 

an issue,” he charged. 
“We are in the process of 

negotiating with the govern- 

ment, but we are also 

looking forward to going to 
the public for their assis- 
tance.” 
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Call us today on +1-954-880-0751 

Fax +1-954-880-0785 Email usa@japanesevehicles.com 
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@ SWIMMING 
  

the high point winners. 

Club (male).   

THE Barracudas Swim Club hosted its 
championships over the weekend at the Betty 

Kelly Kenning Swim Complex. 

Pictured above is Barracudas club presi- 

dent, Mancer Roberts, along with Pepsi rep- 

resentative Shelley Darville, are shown with 

e Below are the high point winners: 

8 and under: Albury Higgs, Swift Swimming 

(female) and Malik Hepburn, Waves Aquatic 

Club.(male). 

9-10 - Laura Morley, Swift Swimming 

(female) and Dustin Tynes, Sea Bees Swim   

  

11-12 - Deja Johnson, Sea Bees Swim Club 

(female) and Matthew Lowe, Barracuda Swim 

Club (male). 
13-14 - Kadesha Culmer, Freeport 

Aquatic Club (female) and Mancer 

Roberts, Barracuda Swim Club 

(male). 
15 and over - Courtney Culmer, Sea Bees 

Swim Club (female) and Denaj Seymour, Swift 

Swimming (male). 

  

Jerome Ellis 

  

champion, has moved to Flori- 

da where he’s training and 

preparing to stay competitive 

in the professional boxing ring. 

dleweight title. ’'m giving up 

about three weight classes to 

fight the boy. So I don’t know 

why they don’t stop fooling the 

public and give them a good 

show. 
ICs about time they put ou 

as aman, but when he steps in 

the ring, it’s a different ball 

game. So if he’s a man, let him 

step in the ring and let’s get it 

fight being promoted by 

Demeritte, Minus said they 

have no knowledge of it 

because the Bahamas Boxing 

Commission has not given any 

indication that she is interested 

in promoting the fight. 
“The only thing we did was 

SIN Make & Model Year Doors Miles Transmission 

65744 Ford Taurus 1996 5 40,000 Automatic 
gq “® 

66798 Honda Accord 1995 4 64,000 Automatic” 
. 

66693. Honda Accord 1995 4 38,000 Automatic 

65817 Honda Ascot 1995 4 58,000 Automatic : : 

66780 Honda Civic 1997 3 54,000 Automatic ; 

66157 Honda Civic * 1998 3 50,000 Automatic 

66123 Honda Civic 1998 3 54,000 Automatic 2 : © . : 

66799 Honda Civic 1998 3 53,000 Automatic @, 

66545 Honda Civic 1999 3 32,000 Automatic ‘ vA ‘ ) 
: 

66938 Honda Civic Ferio 1997 4 64,000 Automatic noe 

65420 Honda Civic Ferio 1997 4 29,000 Automatic - : 

66158 Honda Civic Ferio 1998 4 53,000 Automatic 
e ; . . 

ee MBOXING§ yang Tero gM end SOP PUNE fange in the medie, but Fis 
- 65419 Honda CR-V 1997 5 54,000 Automatic Senior Sports Reporter ready to promote the fight Class is not willing to back 

65784 Honda CR-V 1997 5 53,000 . Automatic ; because First Class Promotions down from anybody w ho is 

65979 Honda CR-V 4998 5 41,000 Automatic JEROME ‘the Bahamian is fooling around,” he claimed. willing to challenge for a 

aseay onde Boren seers ee daehotie Bronze Bomber’ Ellis, the “T have nothing against him, Bahamian title,” she summed 

; Bahamas.junior middleweight I respect him as a fighter and up. 
Bahamas Boxing Commis- 

-sion’s chairman Dr. Norman 

Gay confirmed that Ellis can 

issue the challenge to Mackey, 

66614 Honda Integra 1997 4 59,000 Automatic But Ellis admits that he’s — on.” but the commission only 

66692 Honda Integra 1999 4 33,000 Automatic longing for the day to return Ellis said he will be back received the request from 

65858 Merc-Benz C200 4998 4 39,000 Automatic home to fight and there’s no home on April 7 when he fights Demeritte on Thursday night 

pasts. < sarctane Coan dock: hans a competitor he'd like to face — on Sherman ‘the Tank and they haven't met on it. But 

eee 61.00 uemene other than Bahamas super mid- Williams’ proposed card. He _ he said the date requested is 

65856 Merc-Benz C280 1997 4 36,000 Automatic dlewcight champion Jermaine — said he intends to show the out of the question because 

65450 Mitsubishi Challenger 1998 5 44,000 Automatic ‘Choo Choo’ Mackey. public that he’s ready to fight. | Mackey already has a commit- 

65785 Mitsubishi Lancer 4068 cA - 66,000 Aatowate At the Kendal Isaacs Gym- ment for that night that the 

fo. 
nasium on Thursday night with Challen e Commission has sanctioned. 

66882 Mitsubishi Lancer 19994 51,000 Automatic his championship belt draped s Meanwhile, Mackey said he’s 

66005 = Mitsubishi Lancer 4999 4 36,000 Automatic around him, Ellis claimed First But: First Cl bewnbot not:concerned who steps in the 

: os ut First Class Promoter 4; res git ets 

65415 Mitsubishi Pajero 4993 5 39,000 Automatic Class Promotions have denied Wiehelle Minus said: Ellis has ring. He will defend his title 

gesed. Misuclen( Raters abo" a Se cai Ricucel him an opportunity to fight on oe aod 28 Be against any Bahamian who 

SEE ent cas their show. not contacted them. Instead, wants to issue a challenge. 

65874 Mitsubishi RVR 1995 4 50,000 Automatic “Since I can’t take on First he’s issued his challenge “Jermaine Mackey is pre- 

66480 Mitsubishi RVR 1995 4 59,000 Automatic Class one-on-one, I want to ee Be a i pared to defend any title if he 

sisi 
challenge their best fighter. somebody doesn’t con- has to, I will be ready anytime 

66085 Mitsubishi RVR 1996 4 §2,000 Automatic ae A act Fir Mace Pr : Ewer as ‘ Pare 

ee Bae They know that he can’t beat tact First Class Promotions, we — whoever the challenger is, 

65133 Mitsubishi RVR 1996 4 59,000 Automatic me, so they are protecting ¢4P t do anything about it. — Mackey stated. 

65962 Mitsubishi RVR 1997 4 56,000 Automatic him,” he claimed. Whenever he contacts First “Tt’s all up to the promoters, 

65144 Mitsubishi RVR 4997 4 33,000 Automatic “T want to put ona show Class ee WE oe a but we have a full schedule of 

66160 Toyota RAVA sagas Aine ae with Choo Choo Mackey on More than happy to stage the fights and I don’t know if they 

y one May 25 for the FEDECaribe fight,” she quipped. — ‘ are just going to stick some- 

65328 Toyota RAV4 1996 5 46,000 Automatic and the Bahamas super mid- As for the possibility of the — pody in there who is running 

his mouth.” 
Mackey admitted that Ellis, 

the Bahamas junior mid- 

dleweight champion, is a pretty 

good fighter and he respects 

him, but “if he come in my way 

in the ring, T will fight him.”



    

NASCAR 
IN THE PITS 

  

CHRIS MCGRATH/GETTY IMAGES ~ 

INSIDE PASS: Juan Pablo Montoya, 
driving the Texaco Havoline 
Telcel Dodge, passes on the 
inside of teammate Scott Pruett 
in the Chip Ganassi Racing 
Wrigley’s Juicy Fruit Dodge 
during the NASCAR Busch Series 
Telcel Motorola Mexico 200 on 
Sunday in Mexico City. 

Montoya proves 
he is fearless — 
to the very end 
BY JENNA FRYER 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Juan Pablo: 
Montoya i is an aggressive, fearless 

. driver — ~ always has been, always will 
be. 

- If that wasn’t clear before he came 
_ to NASCAR late last season, it cer- 
tainly is now. 

Montoya lived up to his reputation 
in Mexico City, making a risky pass 

. and spinning teammate Scott Pruett 
to take the lead with eight laps to go 
Sunday before pulling away for his 
first NASCAR victory. 

The dive bomb on Pruett through 
the s-turn of the Autodromo Herma- 
nos Rodriguez course clinched the 
Busch Series victory for Montoya, but 
tainted a win he likely would have 
earned without the daring pass, It also 
overshadowed the impressive drive 
through the field that Montoya used 
to get to the front. 
“That was just lowdown, nasty, 

dirty driving,” said Pruett, who 
dropped from first to 18th when Mon- 
toya spun him, and had to do some” 
spectacular driving to rally to his 
fifth-place finish. 

Was Montoya too bold or too 
impatient to reclaim the lead after a 
fueling error dropped him from first 
to 19th? 

- Maybe. But everyone should have 
seen this coming. It’s why Chip Gan- 
assi hired Montoya, who has made his 
living being aggressive — with little 

_- consideration for the consequences. 
Before the second race of his 

rookie CART season, Montoya took 
- exception to champion Michael 
Andretti using all of the track during 
practice. So he pinched Andretti into 

_ the wall, destroying both their cars. 
As legend has it, when Andretti 
angrily confronted him, Montoya sim- 
ply smiled. . 

He carried that attitude into For- 
‘mula One. 

His fearlessness created one of the 
greatest maneuvers in Fl history, 
when Montoya passed the great 
Michael Schumacher on the outside at 
‘Spa in 2004. But his boldness also cost 
him many times, including an eight- 
car accident he ignited before the first 
turn at Indianapolis last season. 

It’s easy to paint Sunday’s tangle 
with Pruett as “same old Montoya,” 
but it may not be accurate in this case. 

Eventually, Montoya was getting 
past Pruett. 

_. Montoya’s car was better and his 
tires fresher. As he sliced his way 
through the field, Montoya thrilled 
fans with a riveting ride through the 
Mexico City road course. 

Could he have waited to pass? 
Probably. 

With eight laps to go, there was 
plenty of time to make a move. But he 
had worked his way onto Pruett’s 
bumper. As they headed into the first 
turn, he dipped inside his teammate to 
make the pass. 

It was the exact same move in the 
exact same place where Montoya 
passed Pruett for the lead earlier. 
That time, the two cars touched with 
no consequences. The second time 
wasn’t nearly as smooth. 

Montoya nudged Pruett’s quarter- 
panel, turning Pruett’s car and forcing 
Montoya and others to drive off 
course to get around him. 

NASCAR etiquette calls for team- 
mates to race each other cleanly. 
Moments before the accident, Ganassi 
even told ESPN “the only team orders 
we have is "Don’t wreck each other.” 

But Montoya may need a refresher 
course in working well with others 
because in Formula One, it’s win at all 
costs, and teammates are often bitter 
rivals. Montoya and former Williams 
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BY TIM REYNOLDS 
Associated Press 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. 

— Mark Wilson was a math major 
at North Carolina and confesses 
that one of his favorite things is 
crossing off items on his to-do lists. 

He can now erase the top entry 
on that sheet of goals. 

Wilson made a birdie to beat 
Jose Coceres on the third playoff 
hole and win the Honda Classic at 
PGA National on Monday, the 32- 
year-old player’s first PGA Tour 
victory in lll career tries. He won a 
four-man playoff that began Sun- 
day, was interrupted by darkness, 
then ended when he hit from 10 
feet on the par-3 17th hole. 

“I didn’t sleep very good last 
night at all just because I really 
wanted to finish it off here and 
win,” he said. 

He got into the playoff with 

UP AND OVER: The Cavaliers’ LeBron James, left, jumps toward the basket against the 
Rockets’ Luther Head in the fourth quarter of their game on Monday in Cleveland. 
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GOLF | PGA TOUR 

Wilson wins Honda Classic playoff 
some big putts Sunday: par from 45 
feet on the 16th hole, par from 8 
feet on the final regulation hole, 
then a 30-footer — in near-dark 
conditions, remember — on the 
playoff first hole. 

Some of’ his competitors 
acknowledged buckling under 
pressure. 

Wilson seemed cool the whole 
way. 

“Maybe in these moments, I’m 
nervous,” said Coceres, who also 
lost a playoff to Fred Funk last 
week at the tour’s stop in Mexico. 
“Mr. Wilson, he played very good.” 

With the win, Wilson got a 
$990,000 winner’s check, an 
exemption through the 2009 sea- 
son and a reprieve from making an 
llth consecutive trip to the tour’s 
qualifying school. He also vaulted 
179 spots to No. 86 in the world 
rankings. And, if he can stay in the 

top 10 on the money list, he has a 
chance at playing the Masters for 
the first time. 

His caddy, Chris Jones, got two 
things: a nice cut of Wilson’s earn- 
ings, and a huge sense of relief. 

Wilson, Coceres, Boo Weekley 
— who missed a 3-foot par putt 
Sunday on the 18th hole that would 
have given him his first career win 
— and Camilo Villegas all finished 
the 72 regulation holes at 5-under 
275. But Wilson’s score included a 
two-stroke penalty from his round 
of 66 on Friday, after Jones made a 
major goof. . 

On the fifth tee Friday, Jones 
overheard Villegas and his caddy 
talking about club selection at that 
par-3 hole. Jones blurted out, “It’s 
an 18-degree,” referring to the 
hybrid club that Wilson carries in 

*TURN TO PGA 
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Comeback spoilers 

  

  

injury. 

TONY DEJAK/AP 

SPORTS SHOWCASE | GEORGETOWN BASKETBALL 

MARC SEROTA/GETTY IMAGES 

PLAYOFF WINNER: Mark Wilson 
holds up the trophy after his 
victory on the third hole of a 
playoff during the Honda 
Classic on Monday in Palm 
Beach Gardens, Fla. 

James scores 

32 points 
to spoil 
Yao’s return 
BY JOE MILICIA 
Associated Press ; 

CLEVELAND — LeBron James scored 32 
points and the Cleveland Cavaliers held off the 
Houston Rockets 91-85 on Monday night to spoil 
Yao Ming’s first game back after suffering a leg 

James, who added 12 rebounds and eight | 
assists, scored more than 30 points for the 
fourth straight game. The Cavaliers have won 
three of those four. 

Yao returned to action after missing 32 
games while recovering from a broken bone 
under his right knee. He finished with 16 points, 
ll rebounds, two blocks and five turnovers. 

Yao, who played 27 minutes, helped spark the 
Rockets in the fourth quarter after they trailed 
by 14. He scored seven straight points and pro- 
vided a presence inside that forced Cleveland to 
take outside shots. 

The Rockets, who have lost four of five, 
pulled to within 84-82 on Tracy McGrady’s 
jumper with 1:34 left. But Zydrunas Ilgauskas 
put back James’ missed jumper on the next pos- 
session to protect the lead. 

Ilgauskas then stole ball from Yao, who fell to 
the floor in a heap. Hughes tossed an alley-oop 
to James on the other end and he slammed in it 
for a 88-82 lead. 

Yao got up with help from a trainer, limped 
.off, but returned to the game. 

McGrady responded with a 3-pointer after 
the Cavaliers couldn’t pull down a rebound to 
pull within 88-85. 

Hughes hit 3-of-4 free throws in the final 10° 
seconds and McGrady missed a 3-pointer. 
McGrady led Houston with 25 points but strug: 
gled, going 10-for-32. 

e MORE NBA NEWS 

Thompson ‘programmed’ to be superstitious 
BY JOSEPH WHITE 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When John 
Thompson III leaves the office 
before a game, his secretary has to 
be the one who gives him the 
Georgetown pin he’ll wear on his 
lapel while on the bench. 

Before getting on the bus to 
head to the arena, the coach has to 
drink a yellow Gatorade. No other 
color will do. 

When he emerges at Verizon 
Center before tip-off, he always 
stops to high-five or somehow 
acknowledge the same three kids 
— Michael, Megan and Matthew — 
who just happen to have seats by 
the tunnel that leads to the locker 
room. 

During the game, he has to have 
a blue marker for drawing plays. 

“The managers learn that 
quickly,” he said. “I don’t want 
black. I don’t want green.” 

And, several times during an 
interview with The Associated 
Press in his office, Thompson 
answers questions while literally 
knocking on wood — specifically 
the table that was next to his chair. 

“Am JI superstitious?” he said. 
“Yes. Very.” 

So are a lot of coaches. They are 
creatures of routine. Do the same 
thing the same way over and over. 
It helps focus on the present and 
ignore the outside distractions. 
The next opponent, in theory at 
least, is all that is supposed to mat- 
ter. 

‘That’s where Thompson takes 
the prize. Many coaches preach 
one game at a time, but Thompson 

epitomizes the cliche as well as 
anyone. It’s usually a hopeless case 
to try to get him to analyze the big 
picture, look down the road or sum 
up the season to date. Whether it’s 
superstition or a life-with-blind- 
ers-on mentality, he is always very 
much in the now. 

“That’s how I’ve been pro- 
grammed,” Thompson said. “It is 
important to have tunnel vision. It 
is important to focus on the next 
game. Because in this industry, in 
this day and age, it’s easy to get 
splintered. It’s easy to start to wan- 
der.” 

If Thompson did allow his mind 
to wander, he would have much to 
contemplate. 

He has done a stellar job in 

* TURN TO SHOWCASE 

  

TIMOTHY EASLEY/AP 

CALLING THE SHOTS: Georgetown 

coach John Thompson III 
sends ina play to his team 
during the game against host 

Louisville on Feb. 7. 
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On a team in turmoil, 

Tevez finally gets a goal. 
BY ROBERT MILLWARD 
Associated Press 

LONDON .— Carlos Tevez 
curled a free kick into the net, 

pulled off his shirt, ran to the 

side of the field and jumped 
into a section of West Ham 
fans celebrating his first goal 
for the team. 

At the end of the game, he 
trudged off the field, dejected 
after yet another defeat. 

With West Ham apparently 
sliding toward relegation from 
the Premier League, the 

Argentine striker clearly 
joined the wrong club, and 
West Ham fans are probably 
thinking the same thing. 

It’s got nothing to do with 
his playing ability. Tevez also 
set up West Ham’s other two 
goals in the 4-3 loss to visiting 
Tottenham on Sunday. 

But the club is in turmoil 
and the fact that Tevez is play- 
ing for West Ham is likely to 
land the Hammers with a 
point deduction or even expul- 
sion from the league — even if 
it manages to scramble out of 
the relegation zone because 
the team doesn’t officially own 
him. 

  

When Tevez and Javier - 
Mascherano joined West Ham 
from the Brazilian club Corin- 
thians in August, it appeared 
to be a stunning transfer coup 

by a team that is a long way 
behind Manchester United, 
Chelsea, Liverpool and Arse- 

nal. 
But the two players’ con- 

tracts are owned by British- 
based Media Sports Invest- 
ment. Premier League rules 

forbid players from being 
owned by a third party, and 
the league has charged the 
club with breaching regula- 
tions. 

MSI, part of a consortium 

interested in buying West 
Ham at the time of the trans- 
fers, also partly owns Corin- 
thians. It’s a complicated 
arrangemeni that has upset the 
Premier League and put the 
Hammers in peril of being 
kicked out. 

No date has been set for the 
disciplinary hearing, so the 
Hammers are struggling to 
avoid relegation while know- 
ing it could all be a wasted 
effort. 

While Mascherano has 

- moved to Liverpool on loan 

and is on the bench for Tues- 
day’s Champions League game 
against FC Barcelona, Tevez 
has to carry on the fight at 
West Ham. 

Sunday’s goal sparked cele- 

brations largely because he 
had taken 20 appearances to 
score. But West Ham’s flimsy 
defense allowed another 
defeat, and ‘Tevez must won- 
der what he has to do to turn 
things around at a club making | 
headlines for all the wrong 
reasons. 

There are reports of a gam- 

bling culture at West Ham that 
is out of control. Newspapers 
say some players are not talk- 
ing to each other because of 
their resentment over gam- 

bling losses, and others are 

furious that recent signings 
have joined the club on bigger 
salaries. 

Defender Anton Ferdinand 
faces a club fine for reportedly 
going to the United States to 
celebrate a birthday after he 
had told West Ham he was 
going to visit his sick grand- 
mother on the Isle of Wight, 
off the south coast of England. 

“There are a lot of reasons 
why we are bottom of the Pre- 
miership,” manager Alan Cur- 
bishley said after the loss to 
Tottenham. “It seems like 
every day there is a new nega- 
tive story about this club. 

“As for Anton Ferdinand, I 

gave the players four days off 
because we had a free week- 

end but they were told not to 
leave the country. He will be 
disciplined,” Curbishly added. 

West Ham owner Eggert 

Magnusson said he had no rea- 
son to fire Curbishley, who 
was hired Dec. 13 after Alan 
Pardew was fired. 

“I want everyone to know 

that Alan Curbishley remains 
the man who we will build our 
future success on,” Magnus- 
son said. 

“Nothing has changed 
regarding our long-term plans 
and ke still has my full sup- 
port, 100 percent. We showed 
excellent spirit yesterday and 
we will continue our fight to 
survive,” the West Ham 

owner added. 
Tevez is expected to con- 

tinue that fight, too, even 
though it may all be in vain. 

  

SEAN DEMPSEY/AP 

SHIRTLESS: West Ham’s Gatlos Tevez éolepraece scoring his first goal for the club during an English Premiership 

match in London on Sunday. Although Tevez assisted on two other goals, West Ham lost the game to Tottenham. 

Beckham sidelined for about 
Associated Press 

David Beckham’s return 
to form has taken a new twist 
— a bad twist of his right knee. 

The Los Angeles Galaxy- 
bound midfielder will be side- 
lined for about a month after 
hurting a knee ligament during 
a Spanish League game last 
weekend, an injury that elimi- 
nated his chance of being 
recalled to England’s national 
team for upcoming European 
Championship qualifiers. 

The 31-year-old hurt his 
right knee during Real 
Madrid’s 1-1 tie with Getafe on 
Sunday when his momentum 
following a cross took him 
into an advertising sign behind 
the goal. He limped off the 
field, and a scan Monday 
revealed the injured ligament. 

“Obviously, we hope it’s 
not a serious injury so he can 
get back to helping Real 
Madrid challenge for the title,” 
Galaxy general manager Alexi 
Lalas said. “We do not expect 
this injury to affect his arrival 
in Los Angeles or his debut 
with the Galaxy.” 

Beckham missed three 
games in November due to an 
injured left knee, which he 

hurt at the World Cup. 
Beckham agreed in January 

to a five-year contract with the 
Galaxy worth about $27.5 mil- 
lion in base salary. His con- 
tract with Real Madrid ends 
June 30, and the Galaxy expect 

he will join the team in 
August. 

SOCCER NOTES 
' 

Beckham was taken off in 
the 69th minute, 37 minutes 
after teammate Jose Antonio 
Reyes was carried off on a 

stretcher after hurting his left 
knee. Both will miss Wednes- 
day’s European Champions 
League game at Bayern 

Munich. 
Famous for his bending free 

kicks and crosses, Beckham 

has 17 goals in 94 appearances 
for England. He was captain 
for 58: matches, stepping down 
after England was eliminated 
by Portugal in last year’s 
World Cup quarterfinals, 
when Beckham limped oft 
with an Achilles’ tendon 
injury. He has not played for 
England since. 

His wife, Victoria, is a for- 

mer member of the Spice. 
Girls, and the pair are 
expected to provide a boost to 
MLS in attendance and televi- 
sion ratings. 

Real Madrid coach Fabio 
Capello benched him from 
Dec. 20 until Feb. 10. When 
Beckham first agreed to a con- 
tract with the Galaxy, the 
coach said he wouldn't play 
for Real Madrid again, but — 
Capello then changed his 
mind. 

MEXICO 

Hugo Sanchez is still tak- 

ing shots at Ricardo La 
Volpe even though he now 
has La Volpe’s old job of coach 
of the Mexican national team. 

Considered by some the 

greatest player in bis country’s 
history, Sanchez was a con- 
stant critic of La Volpe’s 
‘before replacing’ him last 
‘November. Sanchez did not 
like the fact that Mexico had 
an Argentine-born coach and 
said it was “an insult to Mexi- 
can soccer’? when La Volpe 
used naturalized citizens. 

“There is a profound feel- 
ing that because I am Mexican 
I will give my complete heart. 
Some people only give for 
their pockets,” Sanchez said 
Monday through an inter- 
preter. “I think this is a 100 

percent improvement. Being 
Mexican, we understand what 
we like and what we don’t like. 
Nobody likes a lack of respect. 
I treat players as humans and 
with respect.” 

Sanchez was in San Jose to 

promote a March 28 exhibi- 
tion against Ecuador in Oak- 
land. He has coached two 
games since being hired in 
November, a 2-0 loss to the 
United States last month and a 
3-1 victory over Venezuela in 
San Diego last week. The 
game against Ecuador will be 
his fourth, following his home 
debut against Paraguay on 
March 25. 

With European-based play- 
ers available for those two 
matches, Sanchez plans to use 

the games to help determine 
his roster for the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup and Copa America 
tournaments this summer. 
Mexico is in the same group 

a month 
with Ecuador and defending 
champion Brazil in Copa 
America. 

“As a coach, I have to use 

these games to prepare for the 
cups,” be said. “I will watch 

these games to see which play- 
ers will step up and can fit in 
with the team, and which play- 
ers can wear the national shirt. 
Some players play well for 
their clubs but not for the 
national team.” 

Sanchez previously 
coached Pumas UNAM to two 
Mexican league titles, played 
in three World Cups and was a 
five-time Spanish scoring 
champion at Real Madrid, 

TORONTO 

Toronto’s ‘new Major 
League Soccer team acquired 
forward Conor Casey from 

Mainz of the German Bundes- 
liga. 

Mainz announced Feb. 7 
that it was terminating the 
contract of the 25-year-old, 
who also played for Borussia 
Dortmund, Hannover and 
Karlsruher before joining 
Mainz in June 2004, 

“He’s a striker that adds a 
different flavor,” coach Mo 

Johnston said Monday. 
Casey, who attended the 

University of Portland, has 
made eight appearances for 
the U.S. national team, the last 
against Cuba on July 7, 2005. 

He started all six games for the 
Americans at the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics. 

MiamiHerald.com | THE MIAMI HERALD 

  

TENNIS 

  

JAE HONG/AP 

WINNER LOSES OUT: James Blake returns the ball to Juan 

Martin el Potro during their round-robin match at the 

Tennis Channel Open tennis tournament in Las Vegas 

on Thursday. Although Blake won the match after del 

Potro retired in the second set, he was eventually 

removed from the tournament. 

ATP’s chairman 

takes blame for 

ruling on Blake 
Associated Press 

LONDON — The fe 
man of the ATP took respon- 
sibility for the confusion on a 
ruling that eventually led to 
James Blake being removed 
from last week’s round-robin 
tournament.in Las Vegas. . 

“Personally, I made a mis- 

take,” chairman Etienne de 

Villiers said Monday at a 
news conference promoting 
the Queen’s Club grass court 
championships. 

Blake, the top seed at the 

Tennis Channel Open, was 

initially eliminated despite 
his win over Juan Martin del 
Potro, who retired with 
respiratory problems while 
trailing 3-6, 1-3. 

“<r It was’ decided: ‘Blake 
would have‘won:his:tound-’ ° 
robin group if del Potro , 
hadn’t retired. On De Vil- 
liers’ intervention, he was 
given a spot in the quarterfi- 
nals instead of Evgeny. Koro- 
lev. 

A review of the rules 

FROM THE SPORTS FRONT 

found that an incomplete 
match can’t count as a match 
played for the retiring player. 
Blake was then removed 
from the quarterfinals in 
favor of Korolev, with the 
ATP blaming the flip-flop on 
“an incorrect variation of 
ATP rules.” Korolev had 
beaten Blake in their round- 
robin match. 

“I was wrong to do it,” De 
Villiers said of the decision 
to award the spot to Blake. “I 
came at it from the position 
of fairness, but I regret hav- 
ing become involved. It’s 
taught me a valuable lesson 
that we should not change 
our rules as we go along. 

“Mistakes were made by 
~ fnle~and not the organization. 
‘Pni how advocatiiig” that’ we 
‘accelerate our review pro- 
cess. Hopefully it didn’t 
affect anybody’s life or any- 
body’s livelihood.” 

' Lleyton Hewitt defeated 
Jurgen Melzer in the final on 
‘Sunday. 

Wilson wins Honda 
°PGA 

his bag. 
Offering advice to com- 

petitors like that is against 
the rules, and Wilson knew 
it. So he summoned a rules 
official at the next hole and 
docked himself two shots. 

“{ felt like I almost cost us 
this tournament Friday,” 
said Jones, who cried after 
Friday’s round and was 
fighting tears after Wilson 
got the win Monday. “But he 
hung in there and knew I 
didn’t mean to do it. It was 
just a mental error.” 

The rule was one of the 
first things he discussed 
with Jones when he hired 
him to carry the bag. 

“Part of me thought he 
was just upset with me for 
even making a big deal about 
it,” Wilson said. “But then I 
finally just put my arm 
around him and said, ’Hey, 

let’s go; let’s go play golf.’ 
Camilo was a gentleman. He 
did the same thing. ... From 
there on, I just played some 

of the best golf of my life.” 
On the second playoff 

hole — the first one played 

  

Monday — Wilson used that 
18-degree hybrid to set up a 
putt that nearly ended the 
tournament. A 224-yard 
approach put him in birdie 
range at the par-4 10th, but 
he settled for par. 

Weekley and Villegas 
weren't so lucky. 

Weekley’s drive landed in 
the left rough, buried so 
deeply he had no chance of 
reaching the green. He 
chopped the ball out, 
advancing it about 100 yards. 
His third shot hit 8 feet from 
the pin but spun backward, 
and his par try slipped past. 

He walked to the front of 
the green, hands on hips, 
head bent, knowing his 
chance was gone. 

Villegas missed the 10th 
green to the left, but hit a 
great flop shot to within 4 
feet. His par attempt, 
though, ducked beneath the 
hole, ending his day. 

Coceres made his par 
putt, and he and Wilson 
headed to the par-3 17th, 
where each hit tee balls to 
about 10 feet. Wilson putted 
first, made his, and Coceres 
couldn’t answer. 

M THE SPORTS FRONT 

Montoya peat 
°PITS 

teammate Ralf Schumacher 
never even pretended to get 
along. 

To his credit, Montoya 
has come into NASCAR 
intent on trying to show 
some patience and shed the 
reputation his brilliance and 
blunders have earned him. 
Just four months ago, he was 
lauded for his restraint dur- 
ing a handful of Busch races. 
When Ganassi tried to scold 
him for being too nice on the 
track, Montoya was the 

voice of reason. 
“What’s the hurry?” he 

asked his boss. “This is a 
long process. We’ve got 
plenty of time.” 

The time came Sunday, 
and Montoya didn’t disap- 
point. He won. 

That’s why Ganassi 
brought him to NASCAR.. 
How Montoya got to Victory 
Lane — with a brilliant drive 
and a controversial move — 
is what everyone has been 
waiting to see. 

“That was vintage Mon- 
toya,” Ganassi said. 
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Washington 33 25 569 - 5-5 wo 23-8 10-17 
Miami 30 29 508 3% 6-4 W-3 18-10 12-19 
Orlando 29 33 468 6 3-7 W-1 19-12 10-21 
Charlotte 22 38 .367 12 4-6 L-5 13-16 9-22 
Atlanta 22 39 «361 12% 2-8 L-6 10-18 12-21 

ATLANTIC W L_. Pct. GB L10 Str. Home _Away 

Toronto 32 28 533 - 55 L2 20-9 12-19 
New Jersey 28 32) «467 «34 «5-5 L-2 17-15 11-17 
New York 28 33 459 4% 6-4 W-2 17-13 11-20 
Philadelphia 22 38 .367 10 .5-5 W-4 14-15 8-23 
Boston 17 42 = .288.14% 5-5 W-4 7-21 10-21 

CENTRAL = OW OL Pet, GB L10 Str, Home Away Con 
Detroit 37 21 638 «=- 7-3 L-l 19-11 18-10 
Cleveland 35 25 .583 3 6-4 W-2 23-8 12-17 20- 
Chicago 35 27 565 4 6-4 W-3 24-8 11-19 24- 
Indiana 29 29 500 8 3-7 LS 18-12 11-17 20-14 | 
Milwaukee 22 39 =.361 16% 3-7 L-2 13-13 9-26 11-26 | 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

    

   

San Antonio 41 18 
Houston 36 24 | 
New Orleans 28 32 : 
Memphis 15 46 i 

Utah 40 19 
Denver 28 29 i 
Minnesota 26 33 
Portland 25 35 i 
Seattle 24 35 | 

PACIFIC wo t GB L10 Str, Home Away Con 
Phoenix 46 14 | 
LA. Lakers 33 27 
LA. Clippers 29 30 
Sacramento 27 32 
Golden State 27 35 

RESULTS AND SCHEDULES 

14-19 

  

i 
* | 

Monday’s results Tonight’s games Sunday’s results i 
Miami 88, Atl. 81 Toronto at Wash., 7 Bos. 178 Min. 117(20T) 
Orl. 99, Mil. 81 Seattle at N.Y., 7:30 Was. 107, G.S. 106 i 
Cle. 91, Hou. 85 LA.L. at Minnesota, 8 Chi. 126, Mil. 121 (OT) i 
G.S. 111, Det. 93 NJ. at Dallas, 8:30 Pho. 99, L.A.L. 94 
Char. at Utah, late N.O. at Denver, 9 Phi. 99, NJ. 86 
S.A. at L.A.C, late Indiana at Sac., 10 Utah 108, N.O. 94 

S.A. at Portland, 10 Sea. 96, Cha. 89 

3 i 

nye i 

t 

NBA NOTES 

Associated Press 

Dwyane Wade will try to come back this sea- 
son. i 

The Miami Heat guard said Monday he has 
decided to delay surgery and rehabilitate his dislo- 
cated left shoulder with the goal of returning forthe 

playoffs. | 
“My decision for the next two to three weeks is | 

. to.rehab with the possibility of coming back, but | 
with no guarantee,” Wade said. 

Wade was hurt Feb. 21 at Houston. He underwent 
extensive tests and received a second opinion Fri- | 
day from specialist Dr. James Andrews before 
deciding he would try to return. | 

ARTEST ARRESTED 

Sacramento Kings forward Ron Artest was | 
arrested Monday and excused indefinitely from the 
team after a woman said he shoved her to the floor « | 
inside his home and prevented her from calling 911. 

Placer County sheriffs authorities said the | 
woman reported she and Artest were arguing inside 
the home Monday morning when he pushed her. 
The argument moved outside when Artest tried to 
leave in his Hummer, sheriffs Sgt. Andrew Scott 
said during a news conference. 

Artest “shoved the victim to the floor several 
times, then he attempted to leave,” Scott said: 

The woman threw a pot at the Hummer, shatter- 
ing its windshield, Scott said. He would not disclose _ 
the woman’s relationship with Artest but said a 3- 
year-old girl was in the house during the incident. 
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- Richardson leads Warriors 
Associated Press 

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — Jason Richard- 
son had been waiting a long time to win at 
home. 

Richardson scored a season-high 29 points 
in front of his friends and family to help his 
Golden State Warriors end a six-game losing 
streak with a 111-93 victory over the Detroit 
Pistons on Monday night. 

It was the first victory at the Palace of 
Richardson’s NBA career. He grew up about 
an hour north of Auburn Hills before starring 
at Michigan State. 

“I’ve been in the league for six years and I 
finally got one,” he said. “We’ve got every- 
one healthy and we aren’t giving up.” 

The win also ended Golden State’s seven- 
game road losing streak, and gave the War- 
riors a lopsided sweep of the season series. 
They beat Detroit 11-79 at home on Nov. 11. 

“We should have been ready for this,” Pis- 
tons coach Flip Saunders said. “They beat us 
by 30 out there, and we played the same way 
again tonight.” 

The Warriors had lost 11 straight at the 
Palace since a 91-88 victory on Nov. 28, 1993. 

“We need to take this as a positive and let 
this game change our season,” said Stephen 
Jackson. “There’s still time to get this turned 
around.” 

Detroit was missing Rasheed Wallace (left 
foot) for the third game in a row, while the 
Warriors got Jackson (turf toe) and Baron 
Davis (knee) back. 

“It’s good to have Baron and Jackson 
back,” Golden State coach Don Nelson said. 
“They are my two best defenders, so having 
them on the floor working together is a 
delight to see.” 

Al Harrington had 16 points and 10 
rebounds, while Jackson finished with 14 
points. Six Warriors reached double figures 
as Golden State became the first team to 
score 100 points against the Pistons since 
Feb. 6. 

“I don’t know if the force was with us 
tonight or if we just played pretty well,” Nel- 
son said. “We made shots and that always 
helps.” 

Lindsey Hunter scored 20 points for 
Detroit, matching his total as a Pistons rookie 
in Golden State’s 1993 win at the Palace, 
while Tayshaun Prince had 18, but the Pis- 
tons were helpless against Golden State’s 
shooting. 

Richard Hamilton finished with six points 
on 2-of-4 shooting — his first single-digit 
game of the year. 

“It says a lot when Rip only takes four 
shots in 27 minutes,” Saunders said. “I’ve 
seen him take four shots in two minutes and 
seven seconds before, but in 27?” 

The Pistons led by seven with 3 minutes 
left in the first half, but Golden State finished 
the second quarter with a 15-2 run, including 
seven points from Richardson, to take a 61-55 
edge. The Warriors shot 57.5 percent in the 
first half, including a combined 9-for-9 from 
Andris Biedrins and Matt Barnes. 

“We had the game under control, but we 
started throwing lobs and running and play- 
ing their game,” Saunders said. “We let them 
get going, and they didn’t miss a thing in the 
rest of the game.” 

Golden State didn’t cool down during the 
break, hitting seven of its first nine. third- 
quarter shots to take a 78-6] advantage. All 

five starters had already reached double fig- 
ures before the midpoint of the quarter. 

The Warriors ended up shooting 52.6 per- 
cent in the period, getting nine points from 
Jackson, and held an 88-71 lead going into the 
fourth quarter. 

e Heat 88, Hawks 81: The Miami Heat 
got above .500 for the first time in nearly four 
months by beating the Atlanta Hawks Mon- 
day night at home. 

Eddie Jones had 14 of his season-high 21 
points in the final quarter and Shaquille 
O’Neal added 14 points and nine rebounds on 
the eve of his 35th birthday. 

Jones hit a 3-pointer to start a game-decid- 
ing 13-2 run over a 5-minute stretch of the 
fourth quarter by the Heat (30-29). The 
defending NBA champions last had a win- 
ning record on Nov. 10: 3-2. 

Gary Payton had 11 points and seven 
rebounds and James Posey added 10 points 
for Miami, which got promising news earlier 
in the day from star guard Dwyane Wade. 
Wade announced he will not have immediate 
surgery to repair his dislocated left shoulder 
and will attempt to return by the end of the 
season. 

Josh Smith and Anthony Johnson each had 
16 points, Josh Childress had 14 and Joe John- 
son had 12 — 13.3 below his average — for 
Atlanta, which dropped its sixth straight. 

The Heat have won nine straight at home, 
are 35-1 at home in February and March since 
O’Neal joined the team three seasons ago, 
and moved past idle Indiana into sixth place 
in the Eastern Conference. 

e Magic 99, Bucks 81: In Orlando, Fla., 
Hedo Turkoglu had a season-high 25 points 
and Trevor Ariza added 20 as the hosts easily 
beat weary Milwaukee. 

Dwight Howard had 10 points and nine 
rebounds for the Magic, who ended a three- 

NHL GAMES 

  

  
DUANE BURLESON/AP 

APPRECIATED: Golden State Warriors guard Jason Richardson gets a high-five 
during a timeout in the second half of the Warriors’ 111-93 victory over the Detroit 
Pistons on Monday in Auburn Hills, Mich. Richardson led all players with 29 points. 

game losing streak. Orlando had 24 fast- 
break points to just five for Milwaukee, 
which lost an overtime game aun at home 
against Chicago. 

The Bucks started slowly and v were never 
really in the game. They were stone cold 
from the opening tip, hitting only two of their 
first 10 shots while turning the ball over six 
times. Milwaukee finished the half shooting 
32.4 percent with 10 turnovers. : 

The Magic, meanwhile, shot 50 percent in 
the first half and led by as many as 20 points 
before settling for a 49-34 halftime advan- 
tage. Turkoglu had 15 points on 6-for-9 shoot- 
ing and added eight rebounds. 

The Magic scored nine straight points.to 
start the second half to boost the lead to 24. 
Turkoglu had seven of those points, includ- 
ing the 3-pointer that made it 58-34 with 9:42 
left in the period. 

The Bucks never got closer than 16 points 
from there. 

Michael Redd led Milwaukee with 15 
points, but shot just 3-of-16 from the field. 
Ruben Patterson scored 14 points, while 
Charlie Villaneuva and Lynn Greer had ll 
each. 

LATE SUNDAY 

e@ SuperSonics 96, Bobcats 89: Ray 
‘Allen’s spinning three-point play with 1:25 
left capped a 34-point game, and host Seattle: 
pulled away late. ~ 

Allen, playing with bone spurs in his left 
ankle that caused him to miss Thursday’s 
games, scored 21 in the first half and 10 points 
in the final 7 minutes. 

Gerald Wallace scored 19 points and had 
nine rebounds, but the Bobcats lost their fifth 
straight. Adam Morrison, playing his first 
game back in the state where he was a col- 
lege star at Gonzaga in Spokane, added 17. 

Rangers win the hight of saves 

ED BETZ/AP 

  

  

DiPietro into punching him 
with a glove to draw a rough- 
ing penalty. But it was Avery 
who was left raising his arms 
in disgust and frustration 
when DiPietro stopped his 
shot in close with 5:46 left in 
regulation for save No. 50. 

The Rangers put up 19 shots 
in the third period, compared 
to the Islanders’ eight. 

LATE SUNDAY 

e Canucks 4, Wild 3 

} 

t 

{ 

} SOUTHEAST WL OL SLPTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV 
Tampa Bay 37 26 3 1 78214 208 18-14-1-0 19-12- 2-1 16-8-1-0 

Atlanta 34 23 7 3 78203 209 16-10-4-2 . 18-13-3-1  14-5-5-1 
carolina 33 28 3 «64 «73.199 209 17-13-1-3 16-15-2-1  —14-8-0-2 Associated Press 
Florida 27 26 6 7 67 194 210 19-10-3-1  8-16-3-6 8-11-2-1 | a i Washington 24 30 2 10 60199 236 14-14-1-6 10-16-1-4 8-11-1-4 NEW YORK — Rick DiPie 

tro stopped an Islanders-re- 
ATIANTIC WL OL SLPTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV | cord 56 shots, but counterpart nee Fem a 19 0 87 175 157 22-8-0-518-11-0-2 —19-5-0-1 Henrik Lundqvist made the 

ittsburg 35 21 4 5 79221 203 19-9-2-2  16-12-2-3  17-7-1-1 ‘ ; NY. Islanders 33 23 5 5 76198 186 18-10-41 15-1314 129.21 | Piggest save, denying Randy NY. Rangers 32 27 3 4 71192 185 15-1432 17-13-02 10-11-03 | Robitaille in the shootout to Philadelphia = 17 37 «5 6 45.173 248 5-18-3-4 12-19-2-2.4-14-2-5 give the Rangers a 2-1 victory 

OL SLPTS GF GA AWAY DIV Monday nignt edhe Hew 

38 23 2 3 81226 181 17-12-1-2 169-02 __ Matt Cullen scored the only 3329 1 «5 72197 211 14-17-1-2 11-10-0-4 | goal in the tiebreaker, beating 
3} 26 6 an 208 ay 19-11-1-3, 10-12-2-2 | DiPietro over the blocker after 
ee PEA aM et, teed: || freezing the goalie with a head 

. fake. DiPietro was otherwise : . . : ; WESTERN CONFERENCE |.“ brilliant: The only Seas puck LOW SLIDERS: Rangers goalie Henrik Lundqvist, right, stops a shot by the Islanders 
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chicago” a 2 ; ; _ ia a mee a Dre The Rangers’ second _ the Islanders’ first power play, DiPietro kicked out, but Pru- g : : oe : * Y : : | ‘straight shootout victory lifted sending a shot off the leg of cha quickly got to the fat 
NORTHWEST W o£ OL SLPTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV | them into a l0th-place tie in Rangers defenseman Paul rebound and fired a shot over yancosvet - 2 2 3° 81173 165 © 21-9-1-1. 17-13-1-2 Moe | the Eastern Conference, two Mara that catomed past the goalie’s glove for his 16th inneso 3 6 79190 167 22-5-1-3° 14-18-0-3 —12-6-1-4 ints i ist i i i 

Calgary a5 21> 4S 99.211 17k 97-01 Seda 14742 places and two points behind — Lundqvist. a goal and his third in seven 
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Note: Two points for a win, one point for a tie and overtime loss 

Monday’s results 

RESULTS AND SCHEDULES 

Rangers 2, Islanders 1 (SO) 

   

Tonight’s games 
Florida at Atlanta, 7 
Colorado at Boston, 7 
NJ. at Philadelphia, 7 
Nash. at Detroit, 7:30 
Pitt. at Ottawa, 7:30 
Wash. at Toronto, 7:30 
Calgary at St. Louis, 8 
S.J. at Minnesota, 8 
LA. at Chicago, 8:30 
T.B. at Vancouver, 10 

Sunday’s results 
Colorado 4, Detroit 3 (OT) 
Pitt. 4, Phila. 3 (OT) 
Atlanta 3, Carolina 1 
Chicago 4, Ottawa 3 (SO) 
San Jose 4, Dallas 0 
Boston 4, New Jersey 1 
Anaheim 3, Nashville 2 (SO) 
Vancouver 4, Minn. 3 (SO)   

Rangers this season. 
teams will meet three more 
times, including Thursday 
night on Long Island. 

Lundqvist made 29 saves 
for the Rangers, who went 
3-1-2 on a season-high, six- 
game homestand. Four were 
decided in shootouts. 

In a first period otherwise 
dominated by the Rangers, the 
Islanders erase the lead 

two games and went 7-for-20 
in Bergeron’s initial six. 

Blake extended his career 
high with his 33rd goal. 

The Rangers held a 17-6 
shots advantage in the first 
period and 36-19 through 40 
minutes, yet they couldn’t 
dent DiPietro. 

They needed only 26 sec- 
onds of the third to get even. 

to make saves. He even 
deflected a shot with his 
blocker while facing away 
from the pressure. 

Lundqvist was solid, too, 
but was bailed out when Andy 
Hilbert’s shot during a break- 
away hit the left post. 

Sean Avery was at his agi- 
tating best in the opening 5 
minutes of the game, goading 

  

(SO)4 Daniel Sedin beat Nick- 
las Backstrom and Roberto 
Luongo stopped Pierre-Marc 
Bouchard in the sixth round of 
a shootout for host Vancouver. 

Luongo, who made 28 saves 
in regulation and overtime, 
forced Marian Gaborik to 
shoot high in the fifth round of 
the shootout before getting a ° 
glove on Bouchard’s backhand 
to clinch the victory. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL POLL 

Winthrop ranked for first time 
BY JIM O’CONNELL 
Associated Press 

Winthrop’s impressive run 
to another NCAA tournament 
bid has the Eagles in The 
Associated Press Top 25 for 
the first time. 

While Ohio State stayed 
No. 1 in the rankings for the 
‘second straight week Mon- 
day, Winthrop moved in at 
No. 24. 

“Nine years of work has 
. been poured into this,” Win- 

throp coach Gregg Marshall 
said Monday. “The AP is the 
original poll, the one I grew 
up with. This is another stamp 
of approval that people are 
recognizing this basketball 
program and not just this sea- 
son but a culmination of nine 
years. This validates what 
we’ve been doing for these 
many years.” 

The victory over VMI on 
Saturday in the Big South 
tournament championship 
game gave the Eagles a sev- 
enth NCAA berth since 1999. 
It capped a perfect season in 
the league and extended their 
winning streak to 18 games 
and improved their record to 
28-4. All their losses have 
come on the road to teams 
they joined in the Top 25. 

“We're not No. 31 or 29 or 
27 anymore. You don’t put 
numbers on the teams in the 
list of other receiving votes 
but we do,” ‘Marshall said. 
“We don’t worry about that 
now. There is a clear two-four 
in front of our name now and 
we are proud of that to be 
onest.” 

UNLV moved into the poll 
for the first time this season at 
No. 25. Winthrop and the 

Runnin’ Rebels are the 47th 
and 48th schools to be ranked 
this season, tying the all-time 
record set in 1992-93. 

Ohio State (27-3), which 
beat Michigan 65-61 to cap its 
Big Ten regular season, 
stayed No. 1 with 70 first- 
place votes and 1,798 points 
from the 72-member national 
media panel. Kansas (27-4), 
which beat Oklahoma and 
Texas last week to wrap up 
the Big 12 regular season title, 
moved up one spot to No. 2 
with the other two No. 1 votes 
and 1,706 points. 

Wisconsin, which finished 
second to Ohio State in the 
Big Ten, moved up one place 
to third, while UCLA, which 

beat Washington State to 
wrap up the Pac-l0 regular 
season title but then lost to 
Washington on Saturday, 
dropped from second to 
fourth. 

Memphis, which finished 
undefeated in Conference 
USA, moved up one spot to 

fifth and was followed by 
Florida, Texas A&M, North 
Carolina, Georgetown and 
Nevada. 

Washington State was No. 
ll followed by Louisville, 
Pittsburgh, Southern Illinois, 

Texas, Oregon, Maryland, 
Marquette, Butler and Notre 
Dame. 

Duke, which lost to Mary- 

land and North Carolina last 
week, dropped from 14th to 
lead the last five teams fol- 
lowed by newcomers Tennes- 
see, BYU, Winthrop and 
UNLV. 

This was the eighth 
straight week that at least 
three teams moved into the 

BASKETBALL 

Top 25 with the most being 
six three weeks ago. 

Winthrop’s losses this sea- 
son were to Wisconsin, Texas 
A&M, North Carolina and 
Maryland. The loss at Wis- 
consin was in overtime. 

“That day in Madison we 
were the better team but we 
didn’t win the game. When we’ 
played North Carolina we 
were ahead by nine with 12 
minutes to go and they wore 
us down. Both those teams 
were No. 1 in the poll this sea- 
son,” Marshall said. “We 
know what we’re capable of 
doing and now everyone else 
knows but it took weeks and 
weeks of winning and there 
was no safety net so the pres- 
sure has been on this team for 
quite some time.” 

UNLV (25-6) moved into 
the rankings on a four-game 
winning streak and finished 
second to BYU in the Moun- 
tain West. The Runnin’ Reb- 
els last made an appearance in 
the top 25 in the final poll of 
the 1992-93 season. 

Tennessee (22-9) moved 
back into the rankings after 
being out for six weeks. BYU 
(23-7) returned after being out 
for one week. 

Vanderbilt, which lost to 
Arkansas, dropped out from 
No. 19. Virginia Tech fell out 
from 21st after losing to Vir- 
ginia and Clemson, while 

Southern California dropped 
out from 23rd following losses 
to Washington and Washing- 
ton State. Air Force, which 
was ranked as high as 13th this 
season, dropped out from 25th 
atter losing to BYU. 

Next week’s poll is the last 
of the season. 

  

VCU stuns George Mason 
Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Eric 
Maynor scored nine straight 
points to erase a five-point 
deficit in the final 2 minutes 
and Virginia Commonwealth 
stunned George Mason 65-59 
to win the Colonial Athletic 
Association tournament 
championship Monday night. 

Maynor scored on a steal 
and layup, then was fouled 
and finished the three-point 
play with 1:55 left. He stole the 
ball on the next possession 
and made a layup to tie it with 
1:46 to go, then followed a 
miss by the Patriots by driving 
and making a leaner over Dar- 
ry] Monroe with 46.5 seconds 
to play. 

WOMEN’S GAMES 

_ @ No. 2 Connecticut 76, 
No. 23 Louisville 50: In 
Hartford, Conn., Kalana 
Greene scored 20 points as 
the Huskies advanced to the 
Big East tournament final. 

Renee Montgomery had 14 
points, and Charde Houston 
added 10 points, 15 rebounds 
and four steals for the Huskies 
(29-2), who will play for their 
third consecutive tournament. 

Louisville’s Angel 
McCoughtry, the Big East 
player of the year, led the Car- 
dinals (26-7) with nine points. 

e No. 19 Rutgers 63, No. 
21 Marquette 55: In Hart- 
ford, Conn., Matee Ajavon 
scored 20 points, Kia Vaughn 
had 22 points and 11 rebounds, 
for Rutgers in the Big East 
semifinals. 

e@ No. 12 Purdue 64, No. 
5 Ohio St. 52: In Indianapo- 
lis, Lindsay Wisdom-Hylton 

  
had 21 points and 13 rebounds, 
and Purdue upset Ohio State 
to win the Big Ten tourna- 
ment championship. 

While Big Ten player of 
the year Jessica Davenport 
finished with 22 points and 11 
rebounds, the Buckeyes (28-3) 
always seemed a step behind 
Purdue. 

Katie Gearlds scored 25 
points to lead Purdue (28-5). — 

e No. 16 Middle Tennes- 
see 76, Denver 50: In Lafay- 
ette, La., Chrissy Givens 
scored 28 points for Middle 
Tennessee in the semifinals of 
the Sun Belt Conference tour- 
nament. 

ELSEWHERE 

@ ACC: Tyler Hansbrough 

FOOTBALL 

VCU VICTORIOUS: 
Virginia 
Commonwealth’s 

Eric Maynor, 

_ center, goes up 

for a shot as 

George Mason’s 

Gabe Norwood, 

left, tries to 

block it during 
the Colonial 

Athletic 

Association 

championship 

game in 

Richmond, Va., 

on Monday. VCU 

won 65-59. 

will probably play in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
tournament this week despite 
breaking his nose during the 
blood-filled final seconds of 
No. 8 North Carolina’s victory 
over then-l4th-ranked Duke 
on Sunday. . 

Hansbrough suffered what 
coach Roy Williams said 
Monday was a small nondis- 
placed fracture when Duke’s 
Gerald Henderson flagrantly 
fouled him with 14.5 seconds 
left in the Tar Heels’ 86-72 
victory. 

Williams said Hansbrough 
was being fitted with a 
custom-made protective mask 
and should be ready for North 
Carolina’s first tournament 
game Friday. 

4 

Illinois players plead not guilty 
Associated Press 

URBANA, Ill. — Illinois 
football players Jody Ellis and 
Derrick McPhearson pleaded 
not guilty Monday to felony 
burglary and theft charges, 
the latest in a string of legal 
problems for the school’s ath- 
letic program. 

The two wide receivers, 
who have been indefinitely 
suspended from the team, 
were arrested Friday night 
after police found suspected 
stolen wallets, cell phones, 
electronic devices and at least 

  

six laptop computers in Ellis’ 
car, Champaign police Chief 
R.T. Finney said Monday. 

Ellis and McPhearson, both 
20, pleaded not guilty to four 
counts each of residential bur- 
glary and two counts each of 
theft of property. 

The men were arrested 
after allegedly driving away 
from the scene of a minor 
accident in Ellis’ Honda 
Accord. The accident with 
another vehicle occurred 
shortly after 8 p.m. at an inter- 
section near campus, Finney 

  

said. Police later pulled over 
Ellis’ car. 

Ellis, from the Chicago sub- 
urb of Evanston, and 

McPhearson, from 
Hyattsville, Md., each posted 
$2,500 bail and were released 
from Champaign County Jail 
Sunday afternoon. 

Neither football coach Ron 
Zook nor Athletic Director 
Ron Guenther were available 
for comment Monday, but a 
spokesman for the school’s 
athletic programs said further 
disciplinary action is possible. 

COLLEGES 
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CHUCK LIDDY/RALEIGH NEWS & OBSERVER/MCT/AP 

VICTORY PARTY: N.C. State’s, from left, Chanita Jordan, Khadijah Whittington and 

Marquetta Dickens celebrate their victory over No. 1 Duke on Saturday. Despite 

losing to North Carolina the next day, N.C. State jumped seven slots in the AP poll. 

Duke still on top despite loss 
BY CHUCK SCHOFFNER 
For The Associated Press ~ - ~ 

Even with a loss, Duke is 
still No. 1. 

Duke led the AP women’s 
basketball poll for the eighth 
straight week on Monday, 
holding on by a solid margin 
despite losing for the first 
time. Montana joined at No. 
25 as the only newcomer, its 

first national ranking in 13 
years. 

The Blue Devils (30-1) 
were upset by North Carolina 
State in the semifinals of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
tournament, but still received 
39 of 50 first-place votes from 
a national media panel. 

Connecticut (28-2) moved 
up one spot to second and 
received seven first-place 
yotes, the first time this sea- 
son the Huskies have been 
voted No. 1 on any ballots. It’s 
their highest ranking since 
they led the poll the week of 
Feb. 23, 2004. 

The four other first-places 
.votes went to No. 3 North 
Carolina. (30-3), which 
climbed one place after beat- 
ing NC State to win the ACC 
tournament. State’s strong run 
through the tournament lifted 
the Wolfpack seven spots to 
17th, by far the biggest jump 
within the poll. 

Tennessee, a loser to LSU 

in the semifinals of the South- 
eastern Conference tourna- 
ment, slipped two spots to 
fourth. 

Duke, which doesn’t play 
again until the NCAA tourna- 
ment, had 1,225 points in the 

voting to lead UConn by 48 
points. The Huskies were 17 
points ahead of North Caro- - 
lina. 

Despite the loss, Duke’s 
resume remains impressive. 
The Blue Devils beat North 
Carolina and defending 
national champion Maryland 
twice each while going 14-0 in 
the ACC, and they also won at 
Tennessee. They’ll be a strong 

candidate for the overall No. 1 
‘seed inthe-NCAAs. 

Robyn Rison of The Her- 
ald-Dispatch in Huntington, 
W. Va., was among those who 
kept Duke at No. L 

“I honestly think they’re 
the best team,” Rison said. 
“They ran the table during the 
regular season and then you 
get to the (conference) tour- 
nament and maybe you lose a 
little focus. They still look like 
the best team.” 

Connecticut took a 14- 
game winning streak into the 
semifinals of the Big East 
tournament against No. 23 
Louisville on Monday night. 
Coach Geno Auriemma’s 
team, which has won those 14 
games by an average of 19 
points, has lost only to Ten- 
nessee and North Carolina. 

“Overall, I felt like they’re 
playing as well as anybody in 
the nation,” Scott Nulph of 
The Tribune in Ames, Iowa, 
said after changing his vote 
for No.-1 from Duke to 
UConn. 

“Geno’s got them playing 
at a high level,” he added. 

Montana (27-2) made the 
Top 25 for the first time since 
it was 17th in the final poll of 
the 1993-94 season. 

The Lady Griz won their 
13th regular-season Big Sky 
championship and 20th 
league title overall in coach 
Robin Selvig’s 29 seasons. 
They'll take an ll-game win- 
ing streak into the confer- 
ence tournament. 

Sophomore guard Mandy 
Morales leads Montana with a 

20.1 scoring average. Two 
other sophomores and two 
juniors complete the starting 
lineup for a team that has only 
one senior. 

“Its an honor for us to 
crack the Top 25,” said Selvig, 

who’s 672-190 with the Lady 
Griz. “This young team has 
had a phenomenal year. Its 
great recognition for us, but 
also for the Big Sky Confer-’ 

ence.”.. 

Ohio State remained fifth, 
while Stanford traded places 
with Maryland, the Cardinal 
climbing to sixth and the Ter- 
rapins falling to seventh. Ari- 
zona State went from ninth to 
eighth, Vanderbilt climbed 
four places to ninth after win- 
ning the SEC tournament and 
LSU moved up one spot to 
10th. 

Oklahoma was llth, fol- 
lowed by Texas A&M, Pur- 

due, Georgia and George 

Washington. The Lady Bull- 
dogs fell from 10th to 14th 
after their loss to Vanderbilt 
in the SEC semifinals and 
George Washington tumbled 
from eighth to 15th, the big- 
gest drop in the poll, after los- 
ing to Saint Joseph’s in the 
semifinals of the Atlantic 10 
tournament. 

Middle Tennessee, North 
Carolina State, Baylor, Rut- 
gers and Bowling Green com- 
pleted the top 20. 

The final five were. Mar- 
quette, Wisconsin-Green Bay, 
Louisville; Michigan State and 

Montana. 
California dropped out, 

one week after returning to 
the poll. The Bears, who had 
been 25th, beat Oregon in the 
quarterfinals of the Pac-10 
tournament, then lost to Ari- 
zona State in the semis. 

Most of the ranked teams 
are finished playing. until the 
NCAA tournament. Bowling 
Green starts play in the Mid- 
American Conference tourna- 
ment on Tuesday, while Okla- 
homa, Texas A&M and Baylor 

have games in the Big 12 tour- 
nament on Wednesday. 

Wisconsin-Green Bay 
plays in the Horizon League 
quarterfinals on Wednesday. 
Montana doesn’t play in the 
Big Sky tourney until Friday 
night’s semifinals. 

Two victories in that tour- 
nament would ensure Mon- 
tana of its 17th NCAA tourna- 
ment appearance. 

FROM THE SPORTS FRONT 

Georgetown. coach is superstitious 
* SHOWCASE 

three seasons on the Hilltop. 
The Hoyas returned this sea- 
son to the AP top 10 for the 
first time in six years and will 
be the top seed in this week’s 
Big East tournament for the 
first time since 1989. He has 
persevered under the weight 
of expectations at a school 
that got used to success over 
the decades — with another 
coach named Thompson. 

But the current Thompson 
would prefer to strike that 
paragraph, at least while the 
season is in progress. Cer- 
tainly, he would want his 
players to ignore it. 

“They definitely hear from 
me: "Don’t listen to people,” 
Thompson said. “Walking in 
the door the first year, people 
were saying this is going to 
be rough. We didn’t listen 
then, and so we don’t when 
people are saying the exact 
opposite.” 

Thompson was ‘“pro- 
grammed” that way through 
two primary sources: his Hall 
of Fame father and the Ivy 
League. 

“Maybe it’s a trait growing 
up in the house where I did,” 

said Thompson, son of the 
‘man who won the 1984 

national title and 596 games 
during 27 seasons at Georgé- 
town. “There were always 
negative articles being writ- 
ten, negative things being 
said about our dad. So at a 
young age, you learn to tune 

things out — quickly.” 
The one-game-at-a-time 

mind-set was further honed 
at Princeton, where Thomp- 
son spent more than a dozen 
years as a player, assistant 
coach and head coach. 

“In the Ivy League, every 
game is a playoff game 
because there is no postsea- 
son tournament,” Thompson 

said. “In that environment, 

you do learn that every game 
is urgent: If you beat Penn on 
Tuesday and lose to Dart- 
mouth on Saturday, you have 
one loss in the league and 
that could end up costing you 
the league” title. 

Although he doesn’t often 
lose focus, Thompson 

allowed the facade to drop 
for a few moments Saturday, 

following a victory over Con- 
necticut that clinched first 
place in the Big East. The 
coach said he even thought 

about cutting down the nets 
with his wife and children. 

“The regular season is 
over, and we’re sitting at the 
top, and that feels pretty 
good,” Thompson said. “I’ve 
got to be honest about that.” 

Thompson’s father was 
touched by the rare show of 
emotion. 

“He analyzes and calcu- 
lates about what he wants to 
do,” the elder Thompson 

said. “Once he’s come to a 
conclusion, he’s very difficult 
to change, whereas I would 
probably have acted on my 
first impulse. I get a kick out 
of it.” 

While father and son are 
different in many ways, there 
are also common threads. 
Leaving his office at the end 
of the interview — during 
which he reluctantly listed 

some of his superstitions — 

Thompson looked at a large 
framed photo on the wall and 
pointed out one of his father’s 
rituals. 

“He always wore a blue 
shirt during games — I think 
all the way back to coaching 
high school,” Thompson said. 
“A lot of people never 
noticed that.” 
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BY GREGG BELL 
Associated Press 

PEORIA, Ariz. — Mark Prior’s 
return answered his own questions 
about his arm, but created some 
about his effectiveness. Kerry 
Wood’s comeback was far more reas- 
suring to the Cubs. 

Prior, who missed most of 2006 
during a third consecutive season of 
injuries, started for the first time 
since August. He gave up three 
earned runs and got just four outs 
before Chicago manager Lou Piniella 
pulled his expected ace from the 
Cubs’ 6-5 victory over the Seattle 
Mariners on Monday. 

“J just wasn’t finishing my 
pitches,” Prior said, after throwing 41 

’ pitches — 16 chest-high or higher. 
“The most important thing for me 

is this is the first time in almost 244 
years I wasn’t more worried about 
my arm than facing batters.” hg 

But Wood was dominant. Throw- 
ing 95 mph fastballs and sliders, the 
2003 All-Star retired the Mariners in 
order in the fifth. He struck out Jose 
Guillen and threw 12 pitches, eight of 
them strikes. 

The Cubs’ former ace is trying to 
come back as a reliever following 
shoulder surgery on Aug. 31, 2005, 
that limited him to just four games 
last season. 
' Prior was scheduled to go two 
innings in his first spring start since 
2005. Following a 25-pitch first inning 
that included two walks, pitching 

BASEBALL 

INSIDE THE GAME | CHICAGO CUBS 

  
ALITTLE OFF: Cubs righty Mark 

Prior gave up three runs and got 

just four outs in his 2007 debut. 

coach Larry Rothschild stood beside 
Prior and pantomimed an exagger- 
ated followthrough toward the dug- 
out floor. 

After an errant fastball forced 
catcher Michael Barrett out of his 
crouch and into a reaching snag, 
Rothschild visited Prior on the 

  

STEPHEN DUNN/GETTY IMAGES — 

mound. Mike Morse hit the next 
pitch into the left-center-field gap for 
a double. 

Jeremy Reed followed by hitting a 
2-1 pitch 15 feet up the dark hitting 
background beyond straightaway 
center field, over the 410-foot sign. 

“That was the only ball that I 
thought I threw well,” Prior said. 

That double — one of three off 
Prior — scored Kenji Johjima for a 
2-0 lead. 

After No. 9 hitter Yuniesky Betan- 
court’s hard, one-hop groundout, on 
a 1-0 pitch, Piniella replaced the 26- 
year-old right-hander with Ben How- 
ard. 

Prior sat on the dugout bench and 
threw his cap over his shoulder and 
into the back wall of the dugout. 

Howard then gave up Willie Blo- 
omquist’s RBI single, the third and 
final run charged to Prior. 

Adrian Beltre, a one-time Los 

Angeles Dodger and one of the only 
Mariners to have faced Prior before 
in the National League, said “that was 
not the Prior I usually faced.” 

Beltre grounded out in his only at- 
bat against him. 

“His fastball wasn’t like before. It’s 
obviously he’s coming back from 
injury,” said Beltre, who is 1-for-10. 
with a home run and five strikeouts 
against Prior in his regular-season 
career. 

Piniella said that velocity — some 
radar guns reported Prior’s fastest 
_pitches were 87 mph — will come 

  
: ELAINE THOMPSON/AP 

RIGHT ON: Kerry Wood retired the 

Mariners in order in the fifth, and 

only needed to throw 12 pitches. 

after Prior gets comfortable with sim- 
ply pitching again. 

“Obviously, he needs to throw the 
ball better. Let’s be honest,” Piniella 
said after Chicago’s first victory in 
four spring games. “But it’s a start for 
Mark that he can improve on.” 

Prior said he wasn’t happy with 
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Prior yanked, Wood great in comebacks 
the way he threw, “but I’m looking at 
the bigger picture here.” 

“I was more happy I was able to 
get into a game,” he said. “I’m not too 
worried about my command out 
there [yet]. If I’m doing this three or 
four weeks from now, obviously that 
would be setting up a panic mode.” 

If Wood is doing this three or four 
weeks from now, the Cubs will be 
ecstatic. 

“That’s 95 miles per hour nice and 
easy,” Piniella said, smiling. “After I 

saw him throw the first five or six 
pitches, I said, ‘I had a good day 
already.’ ” 

Wood, 29, said his heart was rac- 
ing and that he was initially “over- 
amped” in his first game since June 6. 
He also said he has more energy after 
losing 25 pounds this winter through 
exercise and better eating, that his 
shoulder is healthy, and he’s ready to 
restart his rise-and-fall career as a 
reliever. 

“Starting is not even in my 
thought process,” said Wood, who 
has 178 starts in 189 career games. “I 
may never start another game again, 
and if it’s that way I’m fine with it. 

“’m playing baseball. I can’t com- 
plain.” ; - : 

Ted Lilly, Chicago’s $40 million 
free-agent acquisition, made his 
spring debut with two scoreless 
innings. He gave up one hit, a single 
by Reed, but then got a double play. 

“Kind of hit-and-miss,” Lilly said. 
“I got away with a couple of pitches.” 
  

  

Igawa is shaky, 
Rivera sharp in 
Yankee debuts 
From Miami Herald Wire Services 

. TAMPA, Fla. — Kei 
Igawa had an adventurous 
debut. 

The Japanese left-hander 
gave up two runs, two hits 
and three walks on Monday 
in the New York Yankees’ 
6-5 victory over the Detroit ™ 
Tigers:iies sacra Ee 

Igawa struck out three 
and faced eight batters, get- 
ting three outs before leaving 
in the second. 

“The only thing I saw was 
overstriding,” Yankees 
catcher Jorge Posada said. 
“When you strike the guys 
out, you obviously made 
some good pitches. When 
you walk the guys, every- 
thing is up in the zone.” 

Igawa loaded the bases on 
two walks and a single, with 
no outs in the first. After 
striking out Carlos Guillen, 
Ryan Raburn walked to put 
the Tigers ahead 1-0. Igawa 
avoided further damage 
when he struck out Brent 
Clevien and Brandon Inge. 

“He looked like he rushed 
himself a little bit,” New 
York manager Joe Torre 
said. “He just didn’t seem to 

» finish off pitches. The first 
time out, maybe getting a lit- 
tle over anxious.” 

Igawa was pulled after 
Sean Casey’s second-inning 
leadoff single on his 40th 
pitch. Casey scored later to 
make it 2-0. 4 

“The result was not good, 
but it’s something I can learn 
{from] and go forward,” 
Igawa said through a transla- 
tor. “It’s the same as Japan 
right now during the same 
time. My pitches are usually 
higher.” 

Clevlen was hit in the 
head by a Tyler Clippard 
pitch in the sixth — the 
Tigers said later that he was 
OK. 

New York closer Mariano 
Rivera worked a perfect 
third inning in his first spring 
training appearance. He had 
two strikeouts. Rivera, side- 
lined from Aug. 31 to Sept. 22 
last year because of a muscle 
strain near his right elbow, 
has felt fine since spring 
training began. “I feel really, 
really good,” he said. 

Minor leaguer Bronson 
Sardinha hit a game-win- 
ning, two-run homer off 
Felix Heredia with two outs 
in the ninth as the Yankees 
improved to 5-0, their best 

' spring training start since 
’ opening 1993 with eight vic- 
tories in a row. 

ELSEWHERE 

e Giants: Barry Bonds 
returned to the club’s train- 
ing complex in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., after missing two days 
of workouts with the flu. 

Bonds made his spring- 
training debut on Friday, but 
‘came down with a serious 

’ ease of the flu that has side- 
lined much of the Giants’ 
roster. Bonds was coughing 
during a brief workout and 
batting practice after most of 
the Giants headed to Tucson 
for a game against the Dia- 
mondbacks. 

San Francisco manager 
Bruce Bochy wasn’t certain 
whether Bonds would play in 
today’s home exhibition 
against the Los Angeles 
Angels. Second baseman Ray 
Durham also missed the 
weekend’s workouts after 
falling ill. 

“We'll get over it, but 
those two got hit hard,” 
Bochy said. 

e Angels: Right-hander 
Bartolo Colon is scheduled 
to throw off the mound today 
for the first time at Angels 
camp. Colon, the 2005 Amer- 
ican League Cy Young 
Award winner, is recovering 
from a tear in his right rota- 
tor cuff. 

e Orioles: Mark Pieper, © 
the agent for second base- 
man Brian Roberts, was in 
camp seeking to negotiate a 
long-term deal for his client. 
Roberts is eligible to become 
a free agent after the season 
and would like a new con- 
tract before Opening Day, 
but he has not put a deadline 
on negotiations. 

e Rockies: Todd Hel- 
ton returned to the lineup 
and immediately flashed his 
sweet swing. After missing 
two games with inflamma- 
tion in his right knee, the 
Rockies’ slugger had two hits 
and an RBI in an 8-2 loss to 
the Rangers in Tucson, Ariz. 

e Brewers: Jeff Suppan 
made short work of his 
spring-training debut with 
his new team. Suppan, whose 
four-year, $42 million deal is 
the largest contract in Brew- 
ers’ history, needed only 35 
pitches in three innings as 
Milwaukee beat the White 
Sox 4-3 in Phoenix. Suppan 
gave up one run on two hits. 

® Mets: Lefty ace Tom 
Glavine returned to Mets 
camp in Port St. Lucie, Fla., 
after missing two days for 
personal reasons. He is. 
expected to start today 
against the Astros. 
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REGAINING SOME NORMALCY: Barely six months after being diagnosed with cancer and only 2% months after his final 

chemotherapy session, Red Sox lefty Jon Lester was back on the mound Monday. ‘Just to get back and be normal 

again is awesome,’ the 23-year-old said. Lester retired the three batters he faced in a ‘B’ game against the Twins. 

Lester back after cancer battle 
BY HOWARD ULMAN 

- Associated Press 

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Jon 
Lester pitched in a baseball 
game Monday. 

Simple? Perhaps. 
Special? Absolutely. 
Barely six' months after 

learning he had cancer and 
just 2'2 months after his final 
chemotherapy session, the 
Red Sox starter stood on the 
rubber again. He looked at the 

_ catcher, threw a called strike 
‘and reclaimed his role — 
pitcher, not cancer survivor. 

‘Just to get back and be 
normal again is awesome,” the 
23-year-old said. 

_ Lester was pleased with his 
mechanics.and the location of 
his pitches. He retired the 

_ three batters he faced on eight 
pitches. So what if he threw 
only the first inning of a “B” 
game against the Minnesota 
Twins? Like his teammates, he 
was progressing toward Open- 
ing Day. 

He will take today off, 
throw a bullpen session 
Wednesday, then pitch two 
innings against his teammates 
in a simulated game Saturday. 
Then he’ll pitch in a minor- 
league game on March 16. 

“Y've been around him 
enough that I know that he 
wants to be treated like all the 
other pitchers,” Boston man- 
ager Terry Francona said, “not 
every time he goes out there 
have a parade for him. He 
wants to be a normal pitcher.” 

Lester was better than nor- 
mal after his major-league 
debut last June 10 at Fenway 
Park. He became the first Red 
Sox left-hander to win his first 
five decisions, starting June 16 
with a 4-] victory over Atlan- 
ta’s Tim Hudson. 

On July 18, he gave up one 
hit through eight innings 
before Jonathan Papelbon 
wrapped up a 1-0 victory over 
Kansas City. Lester won his 
last start on Aug. 23, then went 

on the disabled list on Aug. 28 
with a 7-2 record and a 4.76 
ERA. He was diagnosed with 
anaplastic large cell lym- 
phoma, a type of cancer in the 
body’s lymph system. 

Before the fifth of his six 
chemotherapy sessions, Lester 
received the good news: A CT 
scan showed he was cancer 
free. He began throwing on, 
Dec. 4, received his final treat- 
ment on Dec. 21 and was in 
camp in early February, about 
two weeks before pitchers and 
catchers were due. : 

“T’m not sure he’s real into 
us patting him on the back for 
just pitching,” Francona said. 

Lester has kept up with the 
other starters in his bullpen 
sessions and thinks he’s ready 
for more than the one inning 
the Red Sox limited him to 
Monday. But they’re being 
conservative with their prom- 
ising pitcher. 

“We're taking a bigger pic- 
ture view,” pitching coach 
John Farrell said. ‘““We’re 

looking at this from a 12- or 15- 
year span, not just over the 
next two months. So while he 
wants to get going, he’s been 
realistic.” 

Farrell was impressed with 
Lester’s performance Monday 
but said that even if the Red 
Sox didn’t have a strong rota- 
tion, they wouldn’t rush him 
back. 

“As the medical staff has 
advised us, he is clearly in a 
recovery phase,” he said. - 

Francona said, “we care 
about him too much” not to 
hold him back. 

On Monday, Lester finally 
got his chance. 

He took the mound at 10:05 
a.m. EST on a sunny but chilly 
morning. He retired the three 
batters he faced on ground- 
outs — Alexi Casilla, Glenn 
Williams and Mike Redmond 
— then walked with his usual 
slow pace to the dugout, 
where he shook hands. 

Just another day at the ball- 
park. 

“I was trying to throw as 
hard as I could,” Lester said. “I 
was trying to make it as game- 
like as possible and get that 
adrenaline going again.” 

Lester threw six fastballs 
for strikes in the 88-90 mph 
range. He threw two curve- 

balls in the dirt for balls at 69 
and 72 mph. 

He admitted to having pre- 
game jitters. But he passed a 
significant milestone on his 
first pitch — an 88-mph fast- 

ball down the middle that Cas- 
illa took for a strike. 

“After that first pitch,” Les- 
ter said, “it was like, OK, 
everything’s back to normal, 
throwing to hitters again that I 
don’t know and just enjoying 
it, having fun.” 

Farrell replaced Dave Wal- 
lace as pitching coach after 
last season and already is 
impressed. 

“Those who have a longer 
history with him speak with 
such a high regard for his com- 
petitiveness, his work ethic 
and his commitment to being a 
professional,” Farrell said. 
“Today is probably the clear- 
est indication of that. One 
could use it as an excuse. One 
could use it as an insurmount- 
able challenge. 

“But Jon has taken every- 
thing, not only in stride but 
does not want to be treated or 
looked upon any differently.” 

So Lester pitched Monday 
in a game that started early 
with a temperature that was 
cool for Florida — a brisk 54 
degrees — and only about 200 
fans. 

No matter. Not long after 
learning that his career, at the 

very least, was in jeopardy, he 
was taking a big step toward 
making it successful. 

“Just to get back on the 
mound and throw the baseball 
and not worry about other 
things is good,” Lester said. “I 

enjoyed it and, hopefully, we 

just build from here.”
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Jets have lift off with | 
victr~y over Bommers 
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a B@ ACTION from the John 
Bulli Jets’ clash with the Bom- 

mers at the weekend in the 
Commonwealth American — |. 

Football League. The Jets won .*,|’.°. 
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