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JOHN Pinder,
president of the
Bahamas Public Ser-
vices Union, threat-
ened the government
with a “general
strike”, over the dis-
pute concerning incre-
ments and lump sum
payments. 

Mr Pinder said he
has tried repeatedly
with no success to
speak to Prime Minis-
ter Hubert Ingraham,
head of the Public
Service. He said the
union has sought soli-
darity with other
unions, who stand ready when
the need arises to take indus-
trial action. 

“I think sufficient members
have been impacted, not only in
the BPSU, but also in the other
quasi-government agencies,
that we can get together and
do what is necessary to get a
favourable and timely response.
If that means we have to have a
general strike, well you know
in 1950 that is the only way they
were able to get the results,”
said Mr Pinder. 

A rally is planned
this week with union
members and the gen-
eral public to address
the issues. With six
outstanding industrial
agreements, he said
the unions are united
in the struggle, and if
they have to, they will
resort to a general
strike. 

“If they really would
accept proper consul-
tation from the trade
union movement we
could really give them
advice, but they con-
tinue to take us for

granted and expect for us to fall
back into our shell,” said Mr
Pinder. 

In his budget communication
to Parliament in May, Prime
Minister and Minister of
Finance Hubert Ingraham said
that in the coming fiscal year,
government employees will
receive “a one-time lump sum
payment equivalent to one
increment.”

“As of fiscal year 2011/2012,

Dispute over
increments, lump
sum payments
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Union threatens
‘general strike’

SEE page nine

By LAMECH JOHNSON

A MAN was arraigned in Magistrate’s
Court yesterday for a shooting death on
the night of the country's 38th anniver-
sary of independence.

Dennis Mather, 20, of Lincoln Boule-
vard was charged before Magistrate Car-

olita Bethell in Court Eight, Bank Lane
for the murder of Francisco Hanna on
Sunday night,  July 10.

Hanna, the country's 69th homicide vic-
tim, was gunned down shortly before 11pm
at Wilson Tract, days after charges against

MAN CHARGED WITH INDEPENDENCE DAY MURDER

CHARGED: Dennis Mather outside of court. Felipé Major/Tribune staff

SEE page nine

THE Democratic Nation-
al Alliance has come under
fire from some members of the
Opposition Progressive Liber-
al Party for allegedly "plagia-
rising" a campaign advertise-
ment. 

Yesterday DNA Chairman
Mark Humes said the adver-
tisement was not an official
party commercial but promo-
tional material created by a
"young, overzealous" DNA

PLPs CLAIM DNA
‘PLAGIARISED’
CAMPAIGN AD

SEE page nine

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

A GOVERNMENT min-
ister hit back at the PLP’s sug-
gestion that funding cuts have
exacerbated the dengue fever
outbreak – labelling the
claims inaccurate and irre-
sponsible.

Speaking with The Tribune

By SANCHESKA BROWN

DOMESTIC violence
accounts for at least half of
the murders in the Bahamas
in 2010 and 2011, according
to Minister of State for Social
Services Loretta Butler Turn-
er.

Minister Butler Turner’s
comments came after two
young women were brutally

THE Progressive Liberal
Party is proposing to “flood”
the streets with police to help
address the escalating crime
problem. Party leader Perry
Christie announced the initia-
tive last night in a paid address
outlining the party’s plan to
“stop the violence.”

Mr Christie said it is impor-
tant for all violence to be
answered with the full force of
the law, suggesting that new
“strike force teams” be used
for rapid deployment.

This initiative, he said, should

GOVERNMENT HITS
BACK AT CLAIMS
CUTS EXACERBATED
DENGUE FEVER 
OUTBREAK

SEE page nine

SEE page nine

PLP WOULD ‘FLOOD’
STREETS WITH POLICE
TO FIGHT CRIME

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
‘ACCOUNTS FOR
HALF OF MURDERS’

SEE page nine

MINISTER OF STATE FOR SOCIAL SERVICES: 

COMMENTS ‘CAUSING UNNECESSARY PANIC’

BAHAMAS PUBLIC
SERVICES UNION

PRESIDENT 
John Pinder

                  



TWO Junior Achievement
companies sponsored by
CIBC FirstCaribbean Inter-
national Bank were
announced as winners of the
coveted JA Company of the
Year award.

FirstCaribbean managing
director Marie Rodland-Allen
said: “The winnings of our JA
teams in Nassau and Abaco,
and the bank’s continued sup-
port of JA, are excellent tes-
taments of the bank’s engage-
ment of communities in which
it operates with a view of mak-
ing them better. In this case,
we helped produce some
excellent young business – and
possibly national – leaders.”

When they first met the 55
students they would mentor,
the 15 advisors from First-
Caribbean in Nassau were a
bit overwhelmed by their
number. But they took the bull
by the horns and it wasn’t long
before PHRESH (Phenome-
nal, Hardworking, Respectful,
Entrepreneurs, Soaring High-
er) was born.  

In Abaco, the team from the
Bank’s Marsh Harbour branch
took on the challenge of men-
toring ACE (Achievers Chas-
ing Excellence).

Both groups took the JA
theme, “Blazing Trails to
Excellence,” very seriously.

Not too long into the JA
Awards ceremony last week, it
was evident that both
PHRESH and ACE were
forces to reckon with.

In addition to the Company
of the Year award, PHRESH
won:

• Executive Advisor of the
Year – Sherwanda Jones

• Most Distinguished Presi-
dent of the Year – Clifford
Adderley

• Most Distinguished
Achiever Human Resource –
D’Aesha Rahming • Most
Distinguished Achiever, Mar-
keting – Marolandy Petit-
Homme

• Most Distinguished
Achiever Production – Krystal

Rolle
• Top Sales Person of the

Year – D’Aesha Rahming
• Advisory Team of the

Year
• Top Sales Company of the

Year: Over $20,000 in sales
• Annual Report of the

Year
• Product of the Year –

“Taste of Nature” Native Teas
• Top Return on Investment

of the Year –$87.45 per share

In addition, D’Aesha Rah-
ming, Clifford Adderley,
Marolandy Petit-Homme and
Boykin Smith were inducted
into the Student Achievers
$1,000 Club.

And, Boykin Smith placed
second in the Most Distin-
guished Achiever Public Rela-
tions category; second for
Highest Retention of the Year
and second for receiving the
Top Company Exam Scores.

Boykin was also named
Junior Minister of Tourism by
the Bahamas Ministry of
Tourism and is set to attend
the 2011 Youth Congress in St
Martin next month.

In Abaco, ACE won the
Step Show; Highest Return on
Investment and Best Overall
Company Reports.

President Octavia Dean-
McIntosh also won the Best
Interview Award.

PHRESH said its success
came partly because of a com-
mitted and hardworking advi-
sory team, headed by Execu-
tive Advisor Sherwanda Jones.

In addition, Tancia Fergu-
son, Nicolette Deal, Monique
Pyfrom, Shantell Hall, Lynaire
Lockhart-Garraway, Shantel
Rahming, Tonia Miller-
Cartwright, Helena Evans,
Jene Curry, Kea Callender,
Immaculata Hamilton,
Quarindo Davis, Kenard
Meronard and consultant to
the advising committee Omar
Wilkinson volunteered count-
less hours to the team’s suc-
cess.

ACE’s board of advisors in
Abaco included: Juanyette
Curry, Charlotte Collins,
Lawrence Forbes, Linda
Lightbourne, Jenice Edge-
combe, Stacy Toote, Michaud
Abraham and Iris Henchell.

Both the advisors and stu-
dents thanked CIBC First-
Caribbean for its support over
the past year.

LOCAL NEWS
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TWO CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN
SPONSORED JA FIRMS WIN 
‘COMPANY OF THE YEAR’ AWARDS

A PROBLEM encoun-
tered during nighttime
road works necessitated
yesterday’s single lane clo-
sure on Bay Street during
morning rush-hour.

Contractors hit a “snag”
on Sunday night, accord-
ing to Water and Sewerage
officials, and were unable
to repave the road on
schedule.

This led to gridlock
throughout the downtown
area between the hours of
8am and 10am.

The specific cause of the
late finish could not be
confirmed before press
time last night.

SOME members of ACE, a Junior Achievement company that won
Company of the Year at the recent close of the JA year in Abaco.

TIM CLARKE/
Tribune staff



EDITOR, The Tribune.

THE Minister of National
Security has informed the
nation that enforcing capi-
tal punishment is becoming
more difficult, but, I think,
the last couple of decades
have been more about the
will to do what has to be
done. 

We have been following
the cues of the judicial bod-
ies in other jurisdictions, the
minister refers to them as
“those foreign white men in
London, or those old
Caribbean men down in the
Caribbean or elsewhere”. 

It is good to point the fin-
ger, but it is better to shoul-
der responsibility. For too
long we have looked else-
where for some decisions
that we should be making
ourselves; for too long we
have been “unequally
yoked” with nations and
jurisdictions that are having
the same problems that we
are having, but we have
been “feeding off each oth-
er”, pacifying ourselves that
we are following the rule of
law, but ironically looking
to those who cannot lead us
in matters of moral con-
science. 

This would not be a prob-
lem, but the English consti-
tution does not give place to
“Christian values” as our
constitution does. Shame-
fully we have used “others”
who are not under the same
religious and  moral con-
straints to qualify what is
our national responsibility.

However, there is good
news in the difficulty Min-
ister Turnquest is express-
ing. 

Recent news coming out
of the United Kingdom
inform us that the English
Parliament is going to revis-
it the capital punishment
issue, and there are websites
dedicated to inputs from the
populace at large. There has
been an upsurge in murder
and mayhem all over the
UK and they too have a
legal revolving door for
criminality like we do, and
just last week things have
sort of tipped over with
riots, looting and citizens
being killed. 

It should not be too diffi-

cult for the Minister, his col-
leagues and members of the
opposition to see that before
the summer is over, all
groups concerned with the
well-being of this nation,
should  arrive at an agree-
ment as to what is best for
this nation. If the fellows we
have been following for our
legal precedents are taking a
step back, this should be like
the writing on the wall for
us and I think we have sense
enough, and our learned
legal persons are informed
enough, to do what we must
do. 

However, some of us see
the need to talk about every-

thing, but. We have yet to
speak out on the murder
rate, the messed up roads or
the ongoing drug culture
that is destroying young and
old – I wonder why? 

And there are some mem-
bers of the government and
the opposition who seem to
be tongue-tied when it
comes to speaking to the
issues that they have been
elected to address. 

Hopefully, as the summer
ends, we will also see an end
to this social lethargy, that
has many of us afflicted, we
cannot expect the persons
we elect to lead if we are not
prepared to lead ourselves.

EDWARD 
HUTCHESON
Nassau,
August 11, 2011.

EDITORIAL/LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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DESPITE its recent humiliation by Stan-
dard & Poor’s decision to drop its credit
rating from a triple to a double A plus, the
United States still leads the world — but
only by default.

The shocking display of irresponsibility by
America’s leaders in both the House and
Senate in the recent budget debate in Wash-
ington was enough to shake the world — as
it certainly shook us. To think that these
men and women are either unaware or
unconcerned that their behaviour and level
of debate threatened not just a US, but a
global economic slowdown, is of great con-
cern.

To listen to some of them, it seemed that
their only interest was to win their seats in
Congress … the country be damned.
Michele Bachmann, now contesting the
Republican nomination for president, had
the brainless nerve to ask: What’s the mat-
ter with default? What’s the problem?

Even a fool would know what would be
wrong if America defaulted on her debts
and could not pay her troops, the civil ser-
vice, meet her international financial oblig-
ations and keep the country functioning.
One only had to watch the spooked jitters of
the world markets at such a possibility to
understand what default would have meant.
If Madame Bachmann (R-MN) can’t answer
that simple question, then she certainly has
hubris to think that she should head a coun-
try that leads the world.

Also the inability of so many of the leg-
islators to negotiate, to bull-headily insist on
their way or the highway does not bode well
for a country whose leaders will have to
perfect the art of give-and-take when deal-
ing with other countries. Marching through
the world with the bully stick is a sure recipe
for conflict and eventual war.

Why should we be concerned? Because
the Bahamas is not only a part of the world,
but it is well known that when America
sneezes, the Bahamas gets pneumonia. So
we are very much concerned — Bahami-
ans have a vested interest in America’s suc-
cess.

As if the selfish, dysfunctional behav-
iour in Washington over the default issue
was not enough, the lawmakers packed their
briefcases and scampered off for a five-week
“recess”, leaving 74,000 FAA workers with-
out pay.

Their failure to fund the FAA forced
security personnel to work without a salary.
It was also reported that 4,000 workers were

put on furlough because of the failure of
these legislators to complete their work —
and do their duty.

The Tea Party, the newest phenomenon
in Washington, claims that its function is to
uphold the principles of the Founding
Fathers. 

Its members should be asked if any of
the Founding Fathers would have walked
out on so many in such difficult times to
take a whiff of fresh air in the country? It
must not be forgotten that Congress already
gets an annual 26 weeks paid leave. Yet,
they still took their five weeks “recess” –
leaving thousands of Americans to wonder
how they were to meet their own financial
obligations during this period.

From comments made by some of Stan-
dard & Poor’s directors it is clear that the
standard of debate and squabbling among
legislators was the greatest influence on the
decision to downgrade the country’s credit.

S&P Managing Director John Chambers
was quoted as saying that the downgrade
was due, not only to runaway US deficits
and national debt, but also to the expecta-
tion that America’s debt burden will grow
heavier in the future. Chambers under-
scored Washington’s inability to overcome
political obstacles and enact aggressive fis-
cal reforms.

He gave France as an example of a coun-
try, whose finances were in far worse shape
than the US, but which had kept its AAA
credit rating because it had already under-
taken significant reforms to put the brakes
on and reverse its growing debt — not so the
US.

David Beers, head of Standard & Poor’s
sovereign credit rating unit, said the United
States has yet to demonstrate its capacity
and commitment to change.

“The S&P downgrade is not really about
the ability of the U.S. to meet its (debt)
payments. No one doubts the ability of the
U.S. to meet its payments. It is about the
ability of its policymakers to get their arms
around the problems, and put the country
back on the path of growth, jobs, and pros-
perity. And until they do that, we (the Unit-
ed States) risk further downgrades,” said
Mohamed El-Erian,  head of PIMCO, a
California-based global investment compa-
ny. 

He was speaking in an interview on
Bloomberg Television.

Washington has really shot itself in the
foot – and taken the world down with it.

It is better 
to shoulder

responsibility
LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Washington shoots itself in the foot
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

AUGUST 1ST, is emancipation day; it’s in commemora-
tion of the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 which ended slav-
ery in the British Empire on August 1, 1834. We are free as
God intended us to be.

We are free to determine our personal and collective
destinies. We are free to be productive or unproductive
people; to be caring or uncaring; to be respectful or disre-
spectful toward one another; we are free to love or hate.

In today’s Bahamas our freedom has been taken advan-
tage of for all the wrong reasons by we the people. It has led
us into a state of disconnect, distrust and disunity, and crim-
inals appear to be feasting on our exposed state of affairs.

Our collective freedom is not being well spent. We cannot
decide on the way forward for our nation; we refuse to see
the wisdom of a unified people. We prefer to fight and kill,
rather than set good examples and build.

We have been emancipated since the beginning of time,
and we choose to be reckless with our gift of choice rather
than responsible citizens who are indeed our brothers’ keep-
ers.

We are free to make our ancestors proud of us by appre-
ciating the sacred joy of freedom, and become nation
builders of the first order; our children will treasure us for
our resolve to create and maintain a prosperous and blessed
country.

We are free, but it does not mean that we are secure.
Security is a national endeavour in which every citizen has
a stake. In The Bahamas today, our safety is being under-
mined by corrupt public officials and other rough elements
among us.

Many of our countrymen are using their freedom to facil-
itate on a grand scale: human trafficking, gun smuggling,
drug running, political corruption, murder and so on.

We are a nation under attack by criminal and satanic
forces, and we who care about our future must come togeth-
er and fight the scoundrels who are out to destroy our
beloved land for their personal gain.

Yes, we must use our freedom to ensure that The
Bahamas remains free, and the generations behind us are
given the best opportunity to succeed and prosper.

We are free to be great, and to live as one in love and legit-
imate respect.

Let’s do it brothers and sisters.
Happy emancipation day Bahamas.

DENNIS DAMES
Nassau,
August 1, 2011.

Collective freedom
not being well spent

          



By JOHN MARQUIS

MERCIFULLY, the
Bahamas has almost forgotten
what it’s like to have a riot. The
last one of consequence was in
1942, I believe.

Even during the politically
highly-çharged years between
1953 and 1967, when black
Bahamians began working
energetically towards majority
rule, there was no civil unrest
of any significance.

There was, of course, a gen-
eral strike in 1958 and the infa-
mous Black Tuesday demon-
stration in 1965, but no mass
lawlessness on a scale that
posed a major danger to lives
and property.

Having just experienced first-
hand the London riots, with
looters running amok in one of
the world’s biggest and suppos-
edly most civilized cities, I feel
well-placed to congratulate the
Bahamian people on their for-
bearance and suggest that, all
things considered, rioting is not
to be recommended.

However, it would be a
dumb man indeed who did not
acknowledge the obvious social
similarities between modern
Britain and its former colony
because many of the inequali-
ties that exist in London are a
reality in Nassau, too.

And it would be the height
of irresponsibility if Bahamian
leaders, whatever their politi-
cal stripe, did not heed the
warnings offered by Britain’s
woes and act accordingly to
right the wrongs that exist in
Nassau’s festering ghettos.

Outbreak
As London, Manchester,

Birmingham, Bristol and Not-
tingham mop up the mess left
behind by rioters – and count
the human toll, including four
dead, of this frightening out-
break of public disorder – politi-
cians are seeking to dismiss it
as an explosion of youthful
criminality, nothing more.

Prime Minister David
Cameron has declared parts of
British society to be “sick”, with
no moral compass. 

Others are trying to blame
the welfare system for creating
a sense of entitlement with no
corresponding sense of respon-
sibility.

In truth, however, the riots
are an alarming manifestation
of deep divisions in British soci-
ety that will worsen as time goes
on unless the country’s politi-
cal class gets to grips with the
root cause of the unrest.

Two quotes gleaned from
participants by the British press
tell the story most graphically.

One was from a teenage girl
who was among those looting
London’s stores. “This is to
show the police that we can do
as we like and there is nothing
they can do about it,” she said
boastfully.

The other came from a
young man who said: “If you
think this is bad, just wait until
the next generation comes
along.”

The rioters and looters, some
as young as eleven, most in their
teens and early twenties, went
about their business with the
cool calm of weekend shoppers,
walking out of stores with lap-
tops, mobile phones and plasma
screens oblivious to the stunned
reaction of onlookers.

Some were so bold and
brazen that they didn’t even
bother to hide their faces. 

Some were so shameless that
they displayed the goods they
had stolen on their Facebook
pages.

It was as if London’s system
of law and order had broken
down completely, with the
police powerless to intervene.

For a time, there were fears that
anarchy would sweep the land.

Some people were genuinely
shocked that a country like
Britain – noted for its so-called
“stiff upper lip” and understat-
ed sense of order and decency –
should descend to this, the kind
of behaviour more readily asso-
ciated with Third World soci-
eties in Africa and the Middle
East.

Alas, I was not one of them.
In fact, as I looked down from
my apartment balcony in
Clapham on the emergency
vehicles dashing back and forth
to fires erupting all over Lon-
don, I was surprised only at the
fact that it had taken so long to
happen.

Like the Bahamas, Britain
is a country of staggering wealth
and debilitating poverty, not
poverty in the strictly material
sense, but of hope for some-
thing better.

It is a country which for gen-
erations has been ruled by a
fundamentally incompetent
political class – kept in power by
a network of club and school
connections – which shows utter
contempt for working people.

The Conservative, Labour
and Liberal Democratic parties,
the three major political groups,
are all led by upper middle-class
Oxbridge products with no
knowledge of, or empathy for,
ordinary Britons who work hard
to improve their lives.

Between them, these parties
have created an environment in
which greed is king, in which
bankers prosper grotesquely at
the expense of their customers,
in which many politicians felt
at liberty to pick the public’s
pockets at will, and in which
seven-eighths of the nation’s
populace are encouraged to feel
third-rate at best.

Over the 68 years of my own
existence, Britain has produced
only one prime minister of
vision – and that was the
admirable Clement Attlee, who
had the wherewithal to put flesh
on the bones of his own ideals
during that great post-war
administration between 1945
and 1951.

The rest – and that includes
the overpraised harridan Mar-
garet Thatcher – have been
resoundingly inadequate in
almost every particular. 

The nadir was reached with
Tony Blair, a grinning vacuity
who with his hopeless sidekick
Gordon Brown led the nation
to ruin.

Self-serving observers will
say that there is no link at all
between a mindless, possibly
illiterate teenager running out
of a store with a stolen TV set
and the alleged shortcomings of
Britain’s political class. 

But I would argue that there
is, indeed, a direct connection
between the two.

It was the political class that
created the culture of greed
among the well-off in the 1980s,
and the culture of dependency
among Britain’s feral underclass
between 1997 and 2010. 

It was the political class that
enabled failed bankers to walk
off with huge pensions and plat-
inum pay-offs, and urged lenien-
cy for parliamentary thieves
embroiled in the 2009 expenses
scandal.

It was the political class that
failed utterly to deliver an edu-
cation system worthy of the
name, with a one-in-five illiter-
acy rate and a world ranking
lower than Estonia. 

And, of course, it is the
Oxbridge-dominated political

class that continues to maintain
power through a system of
clubs, fraternities, societies and
social connections, with no ref-
erence at all to merit.

The great English satirist
Evelyn Waugh once remarked:
“You will never find an Eng-
lishman among the underdogs –
except in his own country, of
course.”

It’s only since being back in
Britain that I have come to see
how right he was.

There is no excusing the
young rioter who remarked
“Now it’s our turn to grab what
we want,” but you kind of
catch his drift, if you see what I
mean.

The Bahamas does not, of
course, have the same rigid class
system that has blighted and
bedevilled Britain’s progress for
so many generations. 

The “quiet revolution” of
1967 ended for all time the tra-
ditional racial and social divi-
sions that marked the old colo-
nial system of government.

But it would be very unwise
to imagine that Nassau is free of
the tensions and undercurrents
that sparked London’s riots.

Excluded
During my investigation into

the death of Peanut Strachan a
few years ago, I found people in
Wilson Tract who felt much the
same as the underdogs of
British society in the back
streets of Tottenham. They,
too, felt excluded from society’s
riches and any sense of hope,
and at the mercy of a police
force that is often crudely insen-
sitive in its approach to law and
order.

I met literally dozens of
working class Nassauvians who
felt they were treated with utter
contempt by what is amusingly
described as the Bahamas polit-
ical “elite,” and especially by
crooked lawyers whose one aim
in life was to take ignorant
clients for a ride.

I also met young Bahamian
college graduates who felt dis-
engaged from society and iso-
lated from their dreams because
they were not members or
friends of the country’s most
influential families. Many
moved abroad in despair.

And I met many more who
felt hopelessly handicapped in
their career ambitions by the
grim reality of their ghetto lives.
They simply couldn’t afford a
higher education.

It would be harsh indeed if
Bahamian political leaders, hav-
ing cast off Britain and its pre-
tence of superiority nearly 40
years ago, were to replicate the
attitudes of their old colonial
masters by assuming airs over
those who voted them to pow-
er.

Let’s hope that everyone in
the Bahamas who aspires to
political leadership spends many
a profitable hour looking at
video footage of the London
riots.

Let the sickening scenes of
lawlessness remind them that
every society – even that of
staid, corseted old Britain – has
its breaking point and that pay-
back time arrives eventually,
however long it takes.

Let the burnt-out buildings
and shattered lives stand as
gaunt testimony to the fact that
even the most ignorant, mind-
less, inarticulate and culturally
impoverished people in any
society find a way of express-
ing themselves in the end. 
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RIOT SCENE: British police officers stand around as a car, background, burns after it was set on fire by rioters in Hackney, east London, last week. (AP)

MARQUIS
AT LARGE

POLICE ARREST A MAN in Clapham Junction in south London last week. (AP)

Bahamas
must heed
warnings
of riots in
Britain
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By NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporter
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net

RESIDENTS of Salina
Point, Acklins will have to suf-
fer through “unbearable” road
conditions for another budget
year, as officials say no recon-
struction projects are on the
horizon.

Hundreds of residents
depend on the tattered road-
way connecting the most pop-
ulated southern settlement to
central and northern Acklins,
where government and com-
mercial services are located.

But Colin Higgs, permanent
secretary in the Ministry of
Works, said there is no money
in this year’s budget to recon-
struct the southern highway.

However, he did say the
Ministry of Works plans to per-
form limited improvements
using the general funds allo-
cated for road work. 

“We depend on the road for
everything. The mail boat
comes into Spring Point and
you have to haul your stuff
over the road. The community
used to depend on fishing and
gardening, but where you have
a lot of the old people dying
out, the community now
depends on the imported stuff,
things that come on the boat to

stock the shops,” said
Emmanuel Malinchia, pastor
at Good Samaritan Kingdom
Ministry, a Salina Point church. 

“It causes a great challenge.
Where we are located, the sta-
tioned doctor is in Spring
Point. We do not have a lot of
vehicles, because they get dam-
aged. It is a financial drain
because it costs a lot to main-
tain vehicles. It is really bad,”
she said.

The entire stretch of road,
more than 30 miles, is littered
with potholes and large
unpaved sections.

Certain parts of the road are
boggy because of rain. At
times these sections are
impassable, according to
locals.

In the past, workers travel-
ling the road would regularly
have to carry an extra change
of clothing, because of the dust
generated from vehicle traffic.

Even today, driving with
your windows down, particu-
larly when travelling behind
another car, places you at risk
of being covered in dust.

On a daily basis, many res-
idents have to traverse “the
bumpy road” for school and
work.

About 35 students have to
use it to attend Acklins Central
High School in Pompey Bay.

The road is also the only
way Salina Point residents can
access the medical clinic in
Spring Point, as well as the
airport, mail boat and gov-
ernment offices. 

“Spring Point was always
the centre of the island and
most of the infrastructure was
placed there from its incep-
tion. When the present gov-
ernment was in power last,
they put in place the electrical
supplies down in Salina Point.

“They have separate gener-
ators. Under the previous gov-
ernment they started the water
project and this government
finished it, so now they have a
reverse osmosis plant. Just a
few months ago they got cable.
(In general) the infrastructure
came into that area at a very
slow pace,” said Stephen Wil-
son, island administrator.

A European Union-funded
road improvement project is
responsible for the smooth
road connecting Spring Point
to the northern settlement of
Lovely Bay. The state of that
road stands in stark contrast
to the southern highway. 

For the past five years, Sali-
na Point residents have had to
make do while government
officials and opposition mem-
bers wrangled over the road
contract. 

A contract was awarded by
the Progressive Liberal Party
(PLP) government in 2007;
however, it was cancelled upon
review by the Free National
Movement (FNM). 

According to government
officials, the two companies
whose joint venture secured
the contract had a “serious dis-
pute” that led to a falling out.

The split between M&R

Construction and Caribbean
Asphalt, happened “before the
coming into office of the
FNM”, and formed the basis
of the contract being cancelled,
according to one official.

For now, the government
claims there are many priori-
ties for road improvement in
the Family Islands, and the
“major work” needed for Sali-
na Point will not materialise

this year. 
MICAL MP V Alfred Gray

has frequently claimed there
may have been political moti-
vations behind the contract to
repair only the northern sec-
tion of the road, because “the
people in the southern part of
the island are more conserva-
tive and support (the PLP)”.
He believes they should not
“suffer because of that.”

THE Ministry of Tourism and Aviation recognised a group of taxi drivers for
their decision to clean up a derelict area in eastern New Providence. The dedicat-
ed drivers and tour guides took the initiative to transform the area, which they
frequently pass while conducting city tours.

Charles Albury, deputy permanent secretary in Ministry of Tourism and Avia-
tion, led a team of tourism officials in thanking the group for their unselfish act.
Mr Albury and the team are pictured with the taxi drivers at a function held at
Festival Place on Prince George Dock.

No road reconstruction projects planned for Salina Point
ACKLINS STILL SUFFERING FROM ‘UNBEARABLE’ ROAD CONDITIONS

RESIDENTS of Salina Point, Acklins will have to suffer through “unbearable” road conditions for anoth-
er budget year, as officials say no reconstruction projects are on the horizon.

TAXI DRIVERS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE FOR TOURISM

DECORAH, Iowa
Associated Press

HITTING back against an
emboldened GOP, President
Barack Obama launched a
rare direct attack Monday on
the Republican presidential
field, criticizing his potential
2012 rivals for their blanket
opposition to any deficit-cut-
ting compromise involving
new taxes.

"That's just not common
sense," Obama told the crowd
at a town hall-style meeting
in Cannon Falls, Minn., as he
kicked off a three-day bus tour
through Minnesota, Iowa and
Illinois.

"You've got to be willing
to compromise to move the
country forward," the presi-
dent said later in the day as he
delivered the same message
at a town hall in Decorah, Iowa. At the same
time Obama was forced to defend his own
record as Iowa voters asked him about all the
compromises he's made with the GOP.

"I make no apologies for being reasonable,"
Obama declared as he stood in front of a
cheery red barn, surrounded by bales of hay.

The president recalled a moment in last
week's GOP presidential debate when all eight
of the candidates said they would refuse to
support a deal with tax increases, even if tax
revenues were outweighed 10-to-1 by spending
cuts.

Obama didn't mention any of the candidates
by name, and prefaced the remark by saying, "I
know it's not election season yet."

But his comment underscored that election
season is indeed under way. The bus tour,
although an official White House event rather
than a campaign swing, is taking Obama
through three states he won in 2008 but where
he now needs to shore up his standing. It's giv-
ing him a chance to return to the grassroots
campaigning that helped propel him to the
White House, and shed his jacket and tie to mix
it up with voters in coffee shops and lunch
joints far from the Beltway — as he did in

three unscheduled stops Mon-
day, including one in a tree-
lined Minnesota town where
he was swarmed by enthusi-
astic kids.

The president is traveling in
an imposing new $1.1 million
bus, outfitted with tinted win-
dows and flashing lights, that
the Secret Service purchased.

In Iowa, Obama returned
to a state that handed him a
key victory over Democratic
rival Hillary Rodham Clinton
in their nomination fight but
where Republicans have now
been blanketing the state in
preparation for its first-in-the-
nation caucuses, attacking the
president at every turn. The
bus tour came on the heels
of Rep. Michele Bachmann's
weekend victory in the Iowa
Straw Poll and Texas Gov.
Rick Perry's contest-rattling

entrance into the race.
It also came after the president spent much

of the summer holed up in the nation's capital
enmeshed in bitter, partisan negotiations on
the debt crisis that cratered his approval ratings
and those of Congress amid a faltering econo-
my and high unemployment.

The president got a rosy reception from his
Minnesota audience, but Iowa voters were a
tougher crowd, demanding to know why he'd
compromised on principles important to
Democrats, and asking to hear his plans for
dealing with intransigent Republicans.

The president responded by pledging to pre-
sent a specific jobs plan to Congress when law-
makers return from their summer recess in
September. "And if they don't get it done,
then we'll be running against a Congress that's
not doing anything for the American people
and the choice will be very stark and very
clear," the president said.

At both town hall meetings, Obama used
questions on his health care bill to take hard
shots at Mitt Romney, the GOP front-runner
who has had to defend implementing a health
care plan while governor of Massachusetts
that's similar to the federal version.

Obama attacks GOP field on bus tour

PRESIDENT Barack Obama
speaks during a town hall meet-
ing, Monday, Aug. 15, 2011, at
the Seed Savers Exchange in
Decorah, Iowa, during his three-
day economic bus tour. (AP)

 



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport
Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Dr M R
Kavala and his family host-
ed almost 250 of Grand
Bahama’s senior citizens to
an appreciation luncheon at
the St Stephen’s Parish
Hall.

Dr Kavala, a well-known
general practitioner, has
been offering family health
care to the residents of
Eight Mile Rock for almost
30 years. 

He and his family have
been giving back to the
community for 16 years,
hosting the first luncheon
for seniors in 1996.

About 240 seniors turned
out this year and were treat-
ed to a generous meal that
included many Indian dish-
es.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by the Cooling
Waters gospel group.

Area MP Vernae Grant
and various Local Govern-
ment officials attended the
festivities and brought brief
remarks.

Dr Kavala said seniors
are important and should be
appreciated – and not just
on special occasions.

Numbers
“This is our 16th year

doing this and every year
the numbers keep growing;
last year we had 200
seniors,” he said. “Today,
we have senior citizens not
only from Eight Mile Rock
but from many settlements
in Grand Bahama.

“We usually celebrate this
event around October every
year, but we decided to
have it early this year.

“There are two persons
who always help my wife in
preparing some of the dish-
es – Sylvia Lacuna and Vini-
ta Hedge, wife of our resi-
dent doctor Dr Hedge, who
will be leaving the Bahamas
at the end of this month.”

“Sometime back, Mrs
Hedge expressed her desire
to my wife to be part of the
event this year also. We
have decided to make it
happen.”

Next year, Dr Kavala will
celebrate his 30th year as a
doctor in the Bahamas.

When he first arrived, he
served in the government
clinic in North Andros for
two years.

He was then transferred
to Grand Bahama and
worked at the Eight Mile
Rock government clinic
until his retirement in 1999. 

Dr Kavala decided to
remain in the Eight Mile
Rock community and oper-
ates his private clinic in
Hanna Hill. 

“I decided to settle here
with my family to bring
forth my vision and I cher-
ish the long-standing asso-
ciation with this communi-
ty,” he said.

Milestone
“Next year will be a very

important milestone in my
life. 

“I am passing through the
stages from a grateful citi-
zen of EMR to be a proud
senior citizen of Grand
Bahama,” he said.

Dr Kavala presented
plaques of appreciation to
The Tribune, Jason Martin,
Fabian Stuart and Eugene
Duncanson for their support
over the years.

Mr Martin and Mr Stuart
were very happy about
being recognised by Dr
Kavala. 

They thanked him and
pledged their continued
support to the event.

“Words cannot express
how it feels to be recognised
for the work you do. 

“I was not expecting this
but it is a joy to be a part of
this event and to assist Dr
Kavala,” Mr Martin said.

Mr Stuart added that
every year, Dr Kavala
brings a great deal of joy to
senior citizens.

MP Vernae Grant com-
mended Dr Kavala and his
family for their efforts.

“Dr Kavala has been con-
tributing in this manner to
the community for 16 years,
taking the lead and reaching
out to many of our seniors.

“He has been a blessing
to us and we thank God for
Dr Kavala and his family,”
she said.
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By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A Freeport resident is
complaining of a dramatic hike in his elec-
tricity bill following the installation of a new
digital meter by the Grand Bahama Power
Company.

Henry Russell said the meter was installed
two months ago at his home in the Imperial
Park Subdivision.

His bill has gone from around $250, to
$700 or $800 in recent months, he said.

Mr Russell came to The Tribune with
paperwork that showed that after paying
$500 on his bill, he was left with a balance of
$991.

According to the documents, Russell’s
bill was $254.46 in May and $297.38 in June
– but jumped to $694.32 in July and $797.13
in August.

Mr Russell, who lives in a 1,600 sq ft
house, said the increase took place right
after the digital meter was installed.

“I thought something was wrong with the
meter but when they sent someone to check
it, they told me that nothing was wrong with
it,” he said.

Mr Russell feels the old meter allowed
him to monitor electricity usage better.

“On the old meter you were able to see
how fast the meter was spinning and you
could have made some adjustments in your
house, but with this new digital meter you
cannot effectively monitor the electricity in
your home,” he said.

Mr Russell said he never gave anyone at
the power company permission to change his
meter. 

“I met a worker on my property changing
the meter. 

“I was told that the seal was bad on the
old meter and that they were replacing it

with a digital meter,” he said.
Mr Russell claims he was led to believe

digital meters somehow benefit consumers,
but found the opposite was true.

“Something is not right when my light bill
is way more than my mortgage,” he com-
plained. 

“I think the prime minister needs to come
to Grand Bahama and meet with the power
company, because something needs to be
done immediately.”

The Tribune contacted the company’s
public relations officer for comment, but
the calls were not returned before press
time.

Community activist Troy Garvey said
Grand Bahama residents continue to be
burdened with high electricity costs – espe-
cially since new generator units there were
brought in by the company.

“It seems every time they put something
in place the cost comes on the back of the
people,” he said.

DOCTOR HOSTS GB SENIOR CITIZENS
TO AN APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

RESIDENT CLAIMS DRAMATIC ELECTRICITY BILL
INCREASE AFTER DIGITAL METER INSTALLED

HENRY
RUSSELL

pictured 
outside of 
his home.

DR KAVALA AND FAMILY HOLD EVENT AT ST STEPHEN’S PARISH HALL

 



By INIGO ‘NAUGHTY’
ZENICAZELAYA

My Aunt Kay, who is my
second mother and who also
happens to be wheelchair
bound, has been a source of
inspiration and a pillar of
strength to me throughout
my life. In fact it has long
been said that she’s where I
get my “hard mouth” from. 

In her time she has lived
up to that old adage “small
axe fall big tree.” Checking
in at a “gigantic“ 5 foot 2
inches she’s always been the
protector and enforcer for
the family. (Mainly getting
my backside out of hot water
on one of the many occa-
sions my mouth signed a
cheque my butt couldn’t
cash).  

So I feel now it’s my duty
and obligation to my sweet
Auntie to address a certain
issue that not only affects
her but other handicapped
persons island wide; the
abuse of “handicapped”
parking spots by non handi-
capped persons. 

These spots were created
to facilitate handicapped
persons in their attempt to
lead normal, productive
lives, not to be abused by the
“D” average jungaliss who’s
just “flashing in” to buy a
phone card and “cake soap.”
It’s also not for the wannabe
bad boy whose food order is
ready.

It’s sad that in 2011 many
drivers (both legal and the
ones who bought their
licenses) don’t regard those
blue lined spaces as hallowed
ground; as in off limits unless
you are truly handicapped.

More bizarre than this
blatant disregard for com-
mon courtesy—and the
law—are some of the excus-
es I’ve heard in my misad-
ventures into parking “La
La Land,” where, on occa-
sion, I’ve had to pull a page
out of my aunt’s book and
“bless” said transgressor:

• Kelly’s parking lot,
Marathon Mall. I questioned
the offender to which she
replied, “I just spend a gunk
on dese nails for one wed-
ding. You can’t see they
match my head?” (They did
match the purple, yellow and
pink colours in her ghetto
fabulous hairdo). “I can’t
walk all the way across this
big breezy parking lot and
mess up my nails.” It was
clear her etiquette matched
her fashion sense…non-exis-
tent.

• Super Value, Cable
Beach. This was a weird
case, not only did the offend-
er take the handicapped spot
right from under the nose of
a legitimate handicapped
person, she had no con-
science about the matter,
exiting her vehicle with no
remorse as she sauntered to
the front door. When I told
her how “cold blooded” she
was she simply replied, “Mis-
ter, my kids well rude I can’t

bring them in here behind
me so I has to park dem
close so nuttin’ will happen
to them.”

The final one is the most
atrocious infraction of them
all: 

• Sea Grapes Shopping
Centre, Nassau East. The
offender illegally parks in
the handicap parking space
in front of the food store
only to bypass the food store
and bee-line it to the more
enticing liquor store. What
left me shocked and awed
was the fact that the offend-
er was in his full Royal
Bahamas Police Force uni-
form. As the youth of today
so frequently say… WTH?

I’m still scratching my
head on that one. 

The only advice I can
offer is this: Real handi-
capped people be strong,
keep the faith and know that
you now have another
“champion” for your cause,
trained by Auntie Kay, so
you know these offenders
will be chastised and made
humble for their indiscre-
tions.

To the offenders I say
this: Your lack of respect,
common sense, compassion,
rationale and blatant disre-
gard for your fellow man is
lousy and pathetic. By your
actions it’s obvious you are
handicapped socially – not
legally.

And before you ask,
being called “crazy” doesn’t
get you a parking permit
either.
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COMIC’S
VIEW

INIGO ‘NAUGHTY’ ZENICAZELAYA

THE ABUSE OF
‘HANDICAPPED’
PARKING SPOTS

LONDON
Associated Press

BRITAIN MUST CONFRONT a culture of laziness, irrespon-
sibility and selfishness that fueled four days of riots which left
five people dead, thousands facing criminal charges and hundreds
of millions of pounds (dollars) in damages, Prime Minister David
Cameron said.

As rival political leaders staked out their response to England's
unrest Monday, Cameron pledged to deliver a raft of new policies
by October aimed at reversing the "slow-motion moral collapse"
which he blames for fostering the disorder.

"This has been a wake-up call for our country. Social problems
that have been festering for decades have exploded in our face,"
Cameron told an audience at a youth center in Witney, his Par-
liamentary district in southern England. "Just as people last week
wanted criminals robustly confronted on our street, so they want
to see these social problems taken on and defeated."

Work and Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith said Monday
he was checking whether those involved in the riots should have
their welfare payments cut, while London Mayor Boris Johnson
said young people convicted in the disorder would lose their right
to use public transportation for free.

Cameron pledged to end a culture of timidity in discussing fam-
ily breakdown or poor parenting, or in criticizing those who fail to
set a good example to their children or community.

"We have been too unwilling for too long to talk about what is
right and what is wrong," Cameron said. "We have too often
avoided saying what needs to be said, about everything from mar-
riage to welfare to common courtesy."

In a rival speech, main opposition Labour Party leader Ed
Miliband criticized Cameron's response as overly simplistic, and
demanded that lawmakers focus on delivering better opportunities
for disaffected young people.

"The usual politicians' instinct — announce a raft of new legis-
lation, appoint a new adviser, wheel out your old prejudices and
shallow answers — will not meet the public's demand," said
Miliband.

He spoke at his former high school in Camden, north London,
half a block from the scene of rioting Aug. 8, when shops were
trashed and police came under attack.

"Are issues like education and skills, youth services, youth
unemployment important for diverting people away from gangs,
criminality, the wrong path? Yes, they matter," Miliband said.

The differing approaches to Britain's most serious riots in a
generation are likely to dominate the country's annual political con-
ventions, which begin next month. Miliband has called for a full
public inquiry into the roots of the riots, while Cameron insists his
government is able to adequately examine the issue.

Cameron insists that racial tensions, poverty and the govern-
ment's austerity program — much of which is yet to bite — were
not the primary motivations for the riots across London and oth-
er major cities.

BRITISH PM: RIOT-HIT UK MUST
REVERSE 'MORAL COLLAPSE' 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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him of causing harm were withdrawn and he
was released from Her Majesty's Prison.

Relatives of the accused were outside court
to show their support and verbally support
Mather's innocence while he was being escort-
ed to the arraignment. 

However, an enraged male cousin used pro-
fanity in the presence of police escorting the
defendant to court. It got to the point that he
had to be threatened with arrest if he did not
vacate the immediate area.

In court, Mather was not allowed to enter a
plea to the charge as prosecution intends to
proceed with a Voluntary Bill of Indictment,
fast tracking the case to the Supreme Court.
He was also denied bail.

Stanley Rolle of Bethel Moss and Co and

the attorney representing Mather, told Mag-
istrate Bethell that his client had voluntarily
turned himself in to police in an effort to clear
his name from any connection with the inci-
dent.

However, he claimed that his client became
a victim of police brutality at the Central
Detective Unit on Thompson Boulevard.

Even though the accused had seen a physi-
cian and received treatment, Rolle requested
further examination for head, wrist and hip
injuries, which he claimed resulted from the
police beating.

Magistrate Bethell granted the request and
ordered that the accused be examined by a
physician at Her Majesty's Prison, where
Mather will be remanded until Tuesday, 
September 27, when the Voluntary Bill of
Indictment is expected to be served in Court
Eight. 

yesterday, Minister of State
for the environment Phenton
Neymour said statements
made by the opposition MP
Dr Bernard Nottage regard-
ing the recent outbreak are
causing unnecessary panic.

He said: “Dr Nottage
should not be in the business
of alarming but rather in the
role of informing the public
about the disease and how to
minimise the mosquitos and
their habitat.”

In a press statement issued
last week, Dr Nottage, a for-
mer minister of health, said
the 40 per cent cut to the bud-
get allocation for vector con-
trol at the Department of
Environmental Health Ser-
vices delayed preventative
measures in the lead-up to the
dengue outbreak, which he
claimed was actually “an epi-
demic.”

Dr Nottage said the gov-
ernment’s lack of control over
the outbreak demonstrates
how unprepared it was for
such a situation. 

He said: “We are currently
in a crisis; and we are in an
epidemic over which we do
not yet have control.”

Dr Nottage also suggested
that concerns should also be
raised about the growth and

survival rate of the mosqui-
tos, indicating the fact that if
one mosquito can thrive here,
so can other disease-carrying
insects, including the anophe-
les mosquito which transmits
malaria.

In response, Mr Neymour
insisted the Department of
Environmental Health has
adequate funding and
resources to deal with the sit-
uation, which has in no way
been impacted by the bud-
getary cuts cited by Dr Not-
tage.

He said: “We have an ade-
quate inventory of insecticide,
seven foggers with an addi-
tional four that have been
provided to us; what we have

spent is not reflected by the
budget.”

Mr Neymour said mosquito
fogging continues to be car-
ried out in accordance with
international protocols.

He explained that the
entire island of New Provi-
dence is fogged at least once
every two weeks and more
densely populated areas
fogged two to three times a
week.

Mr Neymour also refuted
Dr Nottage’s claims that the
insecticide used has been
watered down or diluted, stat-
ing that since the outbreak,
chemicals used in the fogging
process have actually been
more concentrated.

He also noted that the out-
break is not isolated to the
Bahamas but has  become a
regional challenge, with
Trinidad, Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic all see-
ing more than 5,000 dengue
cases. 

Mr Neymour pointed out
that it was in the best interest
of the Bahamas, as a tourism
based nation, for the govern-
ment to have a transparent
stance about the outbreak.

“We can’t allow our coun-
try to be negatively impacted
by the government providing
inaccurate information – it is
critical to keep people prop-
erly informed,” he said.

killed in two separate incidents over the week-
end. 

Twenty-seven-year-old Onieka Johnson was
murdered almost 48 hours after Courtney
McKenzie, 17, of Moss Town, Exuma, was
stabbed to death, bringing the country’s mur-
der count for the year to 90.

In both cases, police say, the suspects were
ex-boyfriends of the victims.

Mrs Butler Turner said of the homicides
that have taken place in the past two years a
fair number can be attributed to domestic vio-
lence.

“The amount of homicides that have taken
place this year and last year, half could be
attributed to domestic violence. Many of them
are people who are intimately involved or oth-
erwise know each other who couldn’t solve
their differences in a non violent manner. One
of the challenges we face is people are still
afraid to come forward for whatever reason.
Whether its financial reasons or they are just
too embarrassed to call for help. We also find
that even when some women find the courage
to report the matter to police they end up
withdrawing the charges against their abuser
for whatever reason.”

Director of the Bahamas Crisis Centre, Dr

Sandra Dean Patterson says the Ministry of
Labour and Social Development, the Ministry
of Education and Zonta have developed a
programme aimed at preventing young women
from becoming victims of violent crimes.

“The programme called ‘What teens don’t
know can hurt them’ was started last Novem-
ber and what we do is talk to them about red
flag behaviour and violent tendencies. We
want to let teens know that constantly check-
ing cell phones, possessiveness and control-
ling behaviour is not a normal healthy rela-
tionship. Most times when people are abused
it’s not something that happens overnight.
There are warning signs. Our aim is to teach
the young women and the young men that
being abused, whether sexually, physically and
verbally, is not okay.”

Mrs Patterson said the most dangerous time
for a woman is when she is trying to leave.
She is encouraging any woman or man who
may be contemplating leaving an abusive part-
ner to develop a safety plan for their exit.

No one has been arrested for questioning in
the murders of Onieka and Courtney. How-
ever, police say they are following significant
leads and hope to have two men in custody
before the end of the week.

If someone you know is being abused, you
can call the National Hotline at 322-2763 and
422-2763.

supporter and placed online. 
The claims were first made

on the social networking site
Facebook by PLP webmaster
Andrew Burrows. Mr Burrows
called attention to stark simi-
larities between an ad placed
on the Facebook page of a
DNA candidate and that of an
American company that used
the message to encourage
entreprenuership in the Unit-
ed States. 

The two ads are nearly alike
– they share the same music
and graphics – except the
DNA's logo is interjected sev-
eral times throughout the ad in
question. The commercial was
taken off the DNA candidate's
Facebook but was circulated
online through a video Mr
Burrows created to expose the
similarities between the two. 

"It was clear where they
made changes and what
changes they made and they

(allegedly) didn't give credit
to who did the original ad,"
said Mr Burrows when con-
tacted for comment. 

"The whole point of that
(original) ad was to encourage
kids to create things through
entreprenuership it had noth-
ing to do with (the DNA).
They could have made their
own – there are a number of
people in the Bahamas who
can do that sort of thing. They
could have asked around, but
they didn't."

However, Mr Humes shot
back at the criticism saying the
party has many talented
graphic artists on board who
have no need to plagiarise con-
tent. 

He added that members of
the Opposition should spend
their time scrutinising social
issues such as crime and the
country's educational system

instead of monitoring pur-
ported DNA ads. 

“Reasonable thinking peo-
ple would know that the DNA
has no need to plagiarise when
it has a large number of indi-
viduals who are creative
enough to come up with orig-
inal material," said Mr Humes.

"It's a shame that individu-
als would stoop to this level
just to score some political
points. What they need to
scrutinise is this crime situa-
tion and try to come up with a
solution for that, what they
need to scrutinise is the edu-
cational system (or) the great
land giveaway and spend less
time scrutinising these non-
issues." 

PLP Elizabeth MP Ryan
Pinder and PLP hopeful for
Fort Charlotte Andre Rollins
also criticised  the ad on Face-
book. 

“send the clearest possible
message that using violence
will land you in real trouble
right away, not sometime in a
distant future, but in the
moments after the violence
has been committed.”

“Because a small group of
serious, chronic, and violent
young offenders tend to com-
mit the most and the worst
crimes, and because we know
where most of these crimes
are committed, we propose
an intense law enforcement
focus on repeat offenders and
the most violent criminals,
and saturation patrols in
crime hotspots,” said Mr
Christie.

“No one should have to
live in a neighbourhood
where fear and menace rule
the streets – we are going to
flood these areas with police,
with resources and support,” he said. 

The party plans to implement a number of
gun control measures, including increasing
Defence Force patrol at the borders and gun
interdiction in ports of entry; passing legisla-
tion so that cases relating to the possession of
high powered weapons are be tried in the
Supreme Court, making tougher sentences
possible. 

The party proposes to create more criminal
trial courts and to establish a Special Unit for
Death Penalty cases. It also wants to strength-
en the witness protection programme. 

In addition to the initiatives that address
violence after it occurs, the party announced
plans to help “stop the violence from hap-
pening in the first place. 

“Our proposal is this: a new team of highly
specialized outreach workers: Violence Break-
ers. These outreach workers will be recruited
for their street smarts, their deep roots in
tough neighbourhoods, and for their ability
to build relationships with those at the highest
risk of shooting or being shot,” said Mr
Christie. 

“Working with partners in US law enforce-
ment, where a similar programme has been
effective and championed by the US Depart-
ment of Justice, we will give these Violence
Breakers intensive training in conflict media-
tion and violence interruption. Then, we are
going to empower them to break the cycles of
violence in their neighbourhoods and com-
munities,” he said. 

These outreach workers, he said, will have
“street credibility” to help defuse conflicts.
Their efforts will need to be supported by a
strong education system and a strong economy
that provides opportunities for young people,
said Mr Christie. 

“We must get back in the business of
encouraging business, of bringing in new

investment, of creating secure,
long-term jobs, and supporting
small, home-grown Bahamian
businesses and entrepreneurs.
Bahamians from even the most
impoverished backgrounds can
be owners and innovators, if
they have the education, if they
are linked to mentors, if they
have someone who believes in
them,” said Mr Christie. 

The party plans to “double”
the country’s investment in edu-
cation over the next five years,
focusing particularly on early
education. It also proposes to
offer vocational and technical
training in all high schools. Mr
Christie affirmed the party’s
support of turning The College
of The Bahamas into The Uni-
versity of The Bahamas. 

“We are proposing a new
mentorship programme, called
Fifty Bahamians. Fifty of the
most successful Bahamians
from the toughest neighbour-

hoods will be paired with at-risk youth,” said
Mr Christie.   

Urban Renewal will make a come back
under the PLP, said Mr Christie, although he
did not outline any specifics about “Urban
Renewal 2.0”. 

two additional increments will be added to
every pay scale.  Every public officer will be
entitled to an increment in pay during the
next fiscal year, and a further increment dur-
ing the subsequent fiscal year. Finally, the
freeze on promotions is being lifted,” he said. 

The prime minister, however, did not give
a specific date for the payments. The BPSU
has been pushing the government to give a
specific date as to when the increments will be
paid.

Jennifer Isaacs-Dotson, president of the
National Congress of Trade Unions, echoed
Mr Pinder’s sentiments, claiming the present
government is “not labour friendly.”  

“The government is setting the tune for
industrial relations in this country towards
the workers of this country, which has not
been very good. This is not a labour friendly
government. I do not see what this govern-
ment has done for the worker that has made
workers be able to pay bills, and provide for
themselves,” said Mrs Isaacs-Dotson. 

“Workers need to sit back and to think,
they have the power. The workers in this
coutnry collectively, we have the power to
bring about change,” she said. 

PLP WOULD ‘FLOOD’ STREETS WITH POLICE
FROM page one

FROM page one

UNION THREATENS
‘GENERAL STRIKE’

GOVERNMENT HITS BACK AT CLAIMS CUTS
EXACERBATED DENGUE FEVER OUTBREAK
FROM page one

PLP LEADER Perry Christie

PHENTON NEYMOUR

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ‘ACCOUNTS
FOR HALF OF MURDERS’
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FROM page one

MAN CHARGED WITH INDEPENDENCE DAY MURDER
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BEIRUT
Associated Press

MORE than 5,000 Pales-
tinian refugees have fled a
camp in the besieged Syrian
city of Latakia after Presi-
dent Bashar Assad's forces
shelled the city during a
broad military assault to root
out dissent, the U.N. said
Monday.

UNRWA, the U.N.
agency that aids Palestinian
refugees, said the Palestini-
ans fled after Latakia came
under fire from gunboats
cruising off the coast and
ground troops attacking the
city over the weekend. It was
not immediately clear where
the refugees were seeking
shelter.

"We are calling for access
to the camp to find out what
is going on," said UNRWA
spokesman Chris Gunness.
"There were 10,000 refugees
in the camp and we need to
find out what is happening
to them."

Assad has dramatically
escalated the crackdown on
a 5-month-old uprising since
the start of the holy month
of Ramadan, when many
Muslims fast from dawn to
dusk. Despite blistering
international outrage, the
regime is trying to establish
firm control in rebellious
areas by unleashing tanks,
snipers and — in a new tactic
— gunships.

On Monday, Turkey's
Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu called on Syria to
immediately end the blood-
shed and threatened unspec-
ified "steps" if it fails to do
so.

"If the operations do not
end, there would be nothing
more to discuss about steps
that would be taken," Davu-
toglu said, without elaborat-
ing.

Turkey, a former close ally
of Syria, has been increas-
ingly frustrated with Dam-
ascus' brutal crackdown.
Davutoglu traveled to Syria
last week and urged Assad
to end the bloodshed. But
Turkey, Syria's neighbor and
an important trade partner,
has not joined the U.S. and
Europe in imposing sanc-
tions.

The military assault in
Latakia was in its third day
Monday after gunboats off
the coast combined with
ground troops Sunday for
the first time in the uprising.
Nearly 30 people, and possi-
bly more, have been killed
in the city since Saturday,
activists say.

Soldiers also stormed the
area of Houla in the central
city of Homs, which has seen
massive protests in recent
months. A sniper killed an
elderly man, according to the
London-based Observatory
for human rights, which has
a network of activists on the
ground in Syria.

The group said more than
700 people have been arrest-
ed in and around Homs
since the beginning of
August.

The regime has banned
foreign media and restrict-
ed local coverage, making it

difficult to verify accounts
on the ground.

The attacks in Latakia,
which began Saturday, were
the latest wave of a brutal
offensive that shows Assad
has no intention of scaling
back despite international
outrage and new U.S. and
European sanctions.

As the gunships blasted
waterfront districts Sunday,
ground troops and security
forces backed by tanks and
armored vehicles stormed
several neighborhoods, send-
ing terrified women and chil-
dren fleeing.

The Observatory said
troops opened fire Monday
as a group of fleeing resi-
dents approached a check-
point in the Ein Tamra dis-
trict of Latakia. One person
was shot dead and five
wounded.

A Latakia resident con-
firmed the account, saying
troops fired as scores of peo-
ple, many of them women
and children, were fleeing.
He spoke on condition of
anonymity for fear of
reprisals.

The Local Coordination
Committees, an activist
group that helps organize
protests in Syria, also con-
firmed troops fired at flee-
ing families. It said random
gunfire erupted Monday in
addition to a campaign of
raids and house-to-house
arrests.

Troops later entered small
neighborhoods in the al-
Ramel Palestinian refugee
camp, warning people to
leave or risk their houses
being destroyed, the LCC
said. A witness said security
forces were rounding up
young men in the area and
detaining them in a sports
stadium nearby.

Amateur videos posted
online by activists showed
smoke rising from al-Ramel,
the crackle of heavy gunfire
and people shouting, "God is
Great!"

A Syrian military official
on Monday denied reports
that gunboats had fired on
Latakia, calling them
"absolutely baseless." The
official, whose comments
were carried by state-run
news agency SANA, said the
ships were patrolling the
coast "on a routine mission
to prevent weapons smug-
gling into the country."

On Sunday, SANA said
troops were pursuing "gun-
men using machine guns,
hand grenades and bombs
who have been terrorizing
residents in the al-Ramel dis-
trict."

The regime blames the
unrest on a foreign conspir-
acy and often issues reports
on its state-run media that
contradict widespread wit-
ness accounts and video
footage provided by wit-
nesses.

The security forces appear

to be intent on crushing dis-
sent in Latakia, which has
seen large anti-Assad
protests since the Syrian
uprising began in mid-
March. On Friday, as many
as 10,000 marched there,
calling for the president's
ouster.

The brutality has fueled
international outrage with
Syria, a hardline Arab state
closely allied with Iran, and
led to new sanctions against
the regime by the U.S.,
Canada and Europe.

On Monday, Assad sacked
the governor for the key
northwestern province of
Aleppo, Ali Mansour, and
replaced him with Mowaf-
fak Khallouf, SANA said.

No reason was given for
the sacking. But while the
opposition has yet to bring
out the middle and upper
middle classes in Damascus
and Aleppo, the two eco-
nomic powerhouses, protests
have been building in Alep-
po. 

Four people were killed
there Friday as security
forces attacked protesters.

LOCAL NEWS
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UN: PALESTINIANS FLEE
REFUGEE CAMP IN SYRIA 

AN ANTI-SYRIAN REGIME PROTESTER, shouts against Syrian President Bashar Assad as he protests
during a demonstration to show his support to the Syrian protesters, in Beirut, Lebanon, on Monday. Syr-
ian troops besieged residential areas of two key cities Monday, firing on residents as they fled for safe-
ty and killing at least two people during broad military assaults to root out dissent against President Bashar
Assad's autocratic regime, witnesses said. 

Hussein Malla/AP

ANTI-SYRIAN PROTEST

Forces shell city
in military assault
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DIRECTOR of the National
Insurance Board (NIB) Algernon
Cargill told Tribune Business yes-
terday that $33.76 million has been
paid out under the unemployment
benefit programme since its incep-
tion in 2009, with a significant
decline in the number of applicants
year-over-year.

“In 2010 overall we paid out $8.9
million and for this year so far we
have paid out $2.475 million. We
have paid out significantly less than
last year so that shows that the num-
bers are decreasing,” Mr Cargill told
Tribune Business yesterday.

“We’ve received to date 3,235
applicants for 2011 and we have paid

2,389 of those claims as of July 31.
We have paid approximately 74 per
cent of all claims we received this
year. Last year overall we received
6,821 for the 12 months and we paid
5,685 claims or 83 per cent of the
claims. We are less than last year, if
you look at the seven months of this
year and the twelve months of last
year, which means that the newly
unemployed people are slowing
down,” Mr Cargill said.

Mr Cargill added: “This measure
is for newly unemployed people, so
that tells us whether the situation is
getting worse or better. So in terms
of the newly unemployed people we
can see that we have fewer newly
unemployed people which means

that the numbers aren’t getting any
worse because newly unemployed
persons are decreasing this year ver-
sus last year.” 

According to Mr Cargill, 22,290
Bahamians have received benefits
from the programme since it began.
He said $20 million was available
through the programme in 2009 and
$12m in 2010 and 2011. Mr Cargill
said that in the first year $22.3 mil-
lion was paid out. 

The programme was initially fund-
ed by the transfer of $20 million
from NIB's Medical Branch. Phase
II of the programme is being funded
by contributions from both employ-
ers and employees as it is now a per-
manent benefit of NIB.

By NATARIO 
McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@
tribunemedia.net

CABLE Bahamas will
introduce its brand new
fixed line telephone ser-
vice at the end of the
month, marketing manag-
er Dave Burrows told Tri-
bune Business yesterday,
stating that the company
is confident its REVOICE
offering would bring seri-
ous competition to the
fixed line market.

“I think we’re going to
fare very well. We’ve been
testing the product over
the past few months and
the response to it has been
tremendous. We’re very
proud of the product and
we think the Bahamian
people will be proud of it.
People have been asking
for it and now they will
have a choice. People want
to have a choice,” Mr Bur-
rows said. 

The launch of
REVOICE at the end of
the month for residential
and business customers
will be the final piece in
the company’s triple com-
munications services.

“Having all three of our
services is going to drive
quite a number of cus-
tomers to us. We are in
this market to stay. We
have been testing the ser-
vice over the past few
months and the response
is that our customers are
extremely pleased. Besides
the fact that REVOICE is
already going to save you
money. If you get the
REVON, REVOICE and

SEE page two

CABLE BAHAMAS
TO LAUNCH FIXED
LINE TELEPHONE
SERVICE

‘REVOICE’ AT END OF MONTH

‘SIGNIFICANT DECLINE’ IN
UNEMPLOYMENT APPLICANTS

NATIONAL INSURANCE BOARD DIRECTOR ALGERNON CARGILL:

$33.76m paid out since 2009

TRADER ROBERT
ARCIERO, right, makes a
transaction on the floor of
the New York Stock
Exchange Monday. 

Stocks are having their
longest rally since early
July. A $19 billion corpo-
rate buying spree and
encouraging economic
news form Japan sent the
Dow Jones industrial
average up 213 points
and erased its losses
from last week. (AP)

• SEE PAGE THREE

DIRECTOR of the National 
Insurance Board Algernon Cargill.

STOCKS RISE FOR THIRD DAY AFTER ACQUISITION FLURRY 
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B I L L I O N A I R E
INVESTOR Warren Buf-
fett is calling on the so-
called "mega-rich" to pay
more in taxes.

Buffett said Monday in a
New York Times opinion
piece that he would imme-
diately raise rates on house-
holds with taxable income
of more than $1 million,
and he would add an addi-
tional increase for those
making $10 million or
more.

He also recommends that
the 12 members of Con-
gress charged with devising
a deficit-cutting plan leave
rates for 99.7 percent of tax-
payers unchanged.

"My friends and I have
been coddled long enough
by a billionaire-friendly
Congress," Buffett wrote.
"It's time for our govern-
ment to get serious about
shared sacrifice."

Buffett noted that the
mega-rich pay income taxes
at a rate of 15 percent on
most investment income
but practically nothing in
payroll taxes. The middle
class, meanwhile, typically
falls into the 15 percent and
25 percent income tax
brackets and is hit with
heavy payroll taxes. He said
Washington legislators
"feel compelled to protect
us, much as if we were spot-
ted owls or some other
endangered species."

Buffett said he knows
many of the mega-rich well,
and most wouldn't mind

paying more in taxes, espe-
cially when so many fellow
citizens are suffering. He
also said he has yet to see
anyone shy away from
investments because of tax
rates on potential gains,

even when rates were much
higher in the mid-1970s,
1980s and 1990s.

"People invest to make
money, and potential taxes
have never scared them
off," he said.

WARREN BUFFETT, Chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway
gestures during an interview, in Omaha, Neb. Buffett, in a New
York Times opinion piece, is calling on the so-called mega-rich to
pay more in taxes. (AP)

NEW YORK
Associated Press

OIL JUMPED to the highest level in more
than a week on some positive news about
the global economy.

Oil was also pushed higher by a fall in the
dollar. As the greenback weakens, investors
who hold stronger foreign currencies are
able to buy more crude. Monday's 3 percent
rise to more than $87 per barrel all but erased
losses in oil markets last week.

Crude rose Monday after Japan's economy
shrank less than expected from April to June.

"Last week, we saw a market that was
really driven by fear," PFGBest Phil Flynn
said. "The data out of Japan shows that the
world isn't falling off the map."

On Monday the dollar sank and oil rose
after the government reported that foreign
investors cut their holdings of U.S. Trea-
suries in June. The 0.4 percent decline hap-
pened when lawmakers were still fighting
over a deal to increase the nation's borrow-

ing limit.
The stock market also rose after a wave of

acquisition announcements bolstered
investor optimism.

China, the world's second-largest oil con-
sumer behind the U.S., said that it expects its
consumption to increase this year by 6.5 per-
cent, according to Platts, the energy infor-
mation arm of McGraw-Hill Cos.

Benchmark West Texas Intermediate
crude for September delivery surged $2.50 to
$87.88 per barrel on the New York Mercan-
tile Exchange. That's the highest finish since
Aug. 3.

Brent crude, which is used to price many
international oil varieties, rose $1.88 to finish
at $109.91 on the ICE Futures exchange in
London.

In other Nymex trading for September
contracts, heating oil rose 4.04 cents to end at
$2.9441 per gallon and gasoline futures
gained 5.23 cents to end the day at $2.8745
per gallon. Natural gas fell 3.6 cents to finish
at $4.024 per 1,000 cubic feet.

THE SHERATON NAS-
SAU BEACH RESORT
recently hosted numerous
international group planners
as part of a Nassau Paradise
Island Promotion Board
familiarisation trip. 

Guests enjoyed a tour of
the property, as well as a
welcome reception where
attendees networked and
mingled with Sheraton Nas-

sau Beach Resort execu-
tives.

“We’re happy to welcome
international group business
to the Sheraton Nassau
Beach Resort as we contin-
ue to grow our group offer-
ings,” said Andrew
Neubauer, director of sales
and marketing for the Sher-
aton Nassau Beach Resort.
“Driving large meetings and

events to Nassau is a top pri-
ority, and we are targeting
group business as far out as
2014.”

The Sheraton Nassau
Beach Resort utilised the
Nassau Paradise Island Pro-
motion Board familiarisa-
tion trip as the ideal time to
launch new full and half-day
Conference Delegate Pack-
ages. 

REVTV offerings you are definitely going to
see more savings,” Mr Burrows added.

Mr Burrows recently told Tribune Busi-

ness that response to the company’s recent-
ly-launched REVTV packages has been
"tremendous" and that the offering has 
been one of the company’s strongest per-
formers for the year with regards to sub-
scriptions.

FROM page one

Cable Bahamas to launch 
fixed line telephone service

PICTURED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Eric Rochon, Senior Account Executive for Hospitality Performance Net-
work Global; Andrew Neubauer, Director of Sales & Marketing for the Sheraton Nassau Beach Resort; and
Jorge Colona, National Account Director for the Wyndham Nassau Resort & Crystal Palace Casino.

SHERATON NASSAU BEACH RESORT WELCOMES
INTERNATIONAL GROUP PLANNERS

BUFFETT CALLS FOR MORE
TAXES ON ‘MEGA-RICH’

OIL RISES THREE
PERCENT ON BROAD

MARKET RALLY 

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. 
Perhaps you are raising
funds for a good cause,
campaigning for
improvements in the area
or have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS
Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

The public is advised that The College
of The Bahamas will be closed for one
day on Tuesday, 16th August, 2011, for
annual human resource development
initiatives.  

The College will resume normal 
business hours on 

Wednesday, 17th August, 2011.

NEW YORK
Associated Press

STOCKS are having their
longest rally since early July.
A $19 billion corporate buy-
ing spree and encouraging
economic news form Japan
sent the Dow Jones industri-
al average up 213 points and
erased its losses from last
week.

The return of what's called
"Merger Monday" on Wall
Street made investors more
optimistic about the future.
So did a report that Japan's
economy shrank less than
feared following the March
11 earthquake and tsunami.
That helped temporarily ease
worries that the U.S. econo-
my may slide into another
recession.

The Dow rose 213.88
points, or 1.9 percent to
11,482.90. It has gained
762.96 points since Thursday.
That's the best three-day
point gain since it rose 927.18
in November 2008, during
the depths of the financial
crisis. The Dow is also up 7.1
percent over the three days,
the biggest percentage gain
since it rose 9.5 percent the
first three days of the bull
market in March 2009.

The Standard & Poor's 500
index rose 25.68, or 2.2 per-
cent, to 1,204.49. The Nas-
daq composite index rose
47.22, or 1.9 percent, to
2,555.20.

Analysts
Markets may have stabi-

lized the last three days, but
financial analysts warned
investors not to assume that
stocks have fully settled
down after last week's
swings. The Dow rose or fell
by at least 400 points in four
straight days for the first time
ever. The first-ever down-
grade of the U.S. credit rat-
ing triggered the volatility. It
was worsened by concerns
that Europe's debt problems
are worsening and that the
U.S. economy is weakening.

"You might have these
moments of quiet, but the
debt crisis in Europe did not
go away," said John Hailer,
chief executive for the U.S.
and Asia of Natixis Global
Asset Management. "Our
issues with the debt, with
what our tax policy is going
to be going forward, our
unemployment did not go
away."

"We are probably going to
have to look at some very
different levels of volatility
than what a lot of investors
grew up with over the last 25

to 30 years," he said.
A period of relative stabil-

ity has been common in past
volatile markets. In 2008,
stocks plunged between mid-
September and mid-Novem-
ber. From mid-November
until the beginning of Janu-
ary 2009, the Dow was in a
lull of sorts. It ratcheted up
and down, mostly in the high
8,000 range. But in early Jan-
uary 2009, it began to plunge
before finally hitting a bot-
tom of 6,547 on March 9.

More swings could come
this week. Leaders of France
and Germany meet Tuesday
to discuss Europe's debt
problems. Spain and other
countries have borrowed so
much that they may need
help to repay their bills.
Investors on Tuesday will get
an update on how Spain's
economy did during the sec-
ond quarter.

Corporate deals dominated
the news, as companies fol-
lowed a years-long practice
of announcing acquisitions
on a Monday. The biggest
was Google Inc.'s $12.5 bil-
lion cash purchase of wire-
less phone maker Motorola
Mobility Holdings Inc. It is
also the biggest acquisition
in Google's history. No. 2
was its $3.2 billion purchase
of DoubleClick in 2008.
Motorola Mobility's stock
jumped percent 55.8 percent.
Google fell 1.2 percent.

Among other deals: Time
Warner Cable Inc. said it will
pay $3 billion in cash for
Insight Communications Co.,
which has more than 750,000
cable customers in the Mid-
west. Agribusiness conglom-
erate Cargill said it will buy
animal nutrition company
Provimi of the Netherlands
for $2.16 billion. And in the
energy industry, offshore
driller Transocean Ltd. said it
will buy Aker Drilling of
Norway for $1.43 billion in
cash.

Companies across the
United States have accumu-
lated a record amount of cash
since the recession ended.
They have increased their
cash reserves every quarter
for more than two years, and
businesses in the S&P 500
index had a total of $963.3
billion at the end of March,
according to the most recent
data from Standard & Poor's.

Investors have waited for
companies to use some of
that cash on acquisitions, div-
idend increases and stock
buybacks. Many financial
analysts believe that compa-
nies are more confident
about the future if they're
willing to buy other busi-

nesses. So a series of acquisi-
tion announcements tends to
send stocks higher.

The growing cash hoard
has been the result of
stronger profits. Companies
have kept costs low by being
slow to hire. Revenue, mean-
while, is growing, particular-
ly from overseas customers.
For the 460 companies in the
S&P 500 that have reported
second-quarter results, total
earnings are up 12 percent
from a year ago.

It was the busiest day for
acquisitions since July 11,
when Express Scripts said it
would buy Medco Health
Solutions for $29.1 billion in
a combination of the coun-
try's largest pharmacy bene-
fits managers. The total value
of deals targeting U.S. com-
panies has climbed to $771
billion this year, according to
Dealogic. That's up 55 per-
cent from $498 billion at the
same point of last year.

Companies
Some companies are look-

ing to pare back. Bank of
America Corp. said it will sell
its $8.6 billion Canadian cred-
it-card business to TD Bank
Group. The bank will also
get out of the credit card
business in Britain and Ire-
land. The deals follow oth-
ers that Bank of America
made to move out of foreign
credit cards, and they should
help Bank of America
improve its balance sheet

Bank of America rose 7.9
percent, part of a rally for the
overall industry. Financial
stocks in the S&P 500 rose
3.2 percent as a group.

Energy stocks in the index
rose 3.4 percent after crude
oil climbed $2.50 per barrel
to settle at $87.88.

Asian and European mar-
kets rose earlier after Japan
said its economy shrank at
just a 1.3 percent annual rate
between April and June.
That's less than half the drop
that economists expected fol-
lowing the earthquake, tsuna-
mi and nuclear crisis that
struck the country in March.

Still, investors have more
reason to worry about the
weak U.S. economy.

Manufacturers in New
York told the Federal
Reserve they're more pes-
simistic about future growth.
Manufacturing has been one
of the country's strongest
industries since the recession
ended in 2009, but growth
began to slow in March.
Manufacturing nationwide
barely grew in July.

Cosmetics company Estee

Lauder Cos. fell 6.5 percent
after it forecast earnings for
the upcoming year that were
below Wall Street's expecta-
tions. 

It also said its net income
rose 72 percent last quarter
on strong sales growth to
China, Russia and the Middle
East.

Lowe's Cos., the second-
largest U.S. home improve-
ment retailer, rose 0.9 per-
cent after it said its net
income was roughly flat last
quarter on a 1 percent rise in
revenue.

More than 10 stocks rose
for every one that fell on the
New York Stock Exchange.
Trading volume at 4.5 billion
shares was below last week's
record levels, when it
climbed above 9 billion. Vol-
ume was close to its average
over the last year of 4.3 bil-
lion shares.

RICHARD COHEN, right, works
with a fellow trader on the floor
of the New York Stock
Exchange Monday. (AP)

STOCKS RISE FOR
THIRD DAY AFTER

ACQUISITION FLURRY



SAN FRANCISCO
Associated Press

GOOGLE INC.'S $12.5
billion deal to buy cellphone
maker Motorola Mobility
Holdings Inc. is aimed at
giving the Internet search
leader more legal firepow-
er as it battles Apple Inc.
and Microsoft Corp. to gain
the upper hand in the
increasingly important
mobile computing market.

The all-cash acquisition
announced Monday is the
boldest move in Google's
13-year history.

Besides being by far the
largest deal that Google has
ever proposed, buying
Motorola would push the
company into phone and
computer tablet manufac-
turing for the first time, at
the risk of alienating the
other device makers that
depend on Google's
Android operating system.

The proposed deal also is
likely to increase govern-
ment scrutiny on Google at
a time when antitrust regu-
lators in the U.S. and
Europe already are parsing
its business practices to
determine whether it has
been abusing its power to
stifle competition. The
inquiries are focused pri-

marily on the company's
Internet search and adver-
tising businesses, but regu-
lators are also looking into
whether Google using

Android to ensure its s ser-
vices receive preferential
treatment on devices using
that free software.

If federal regulators
approve the deal, Google
CEO Larry Page's ability to
avoid a clash of cultures will
be tested. With 19,000 work-
ers, Motorola Mobility's
work force isn't that much
smaller than Google's pay-
roll of 28,800 employees.

But this is deal more
about patents than people.

Google, which is based in
Mountain View, California,
is framing its Motorola
acquisition as a way to pro-
tect the competitive land-
scape at a time when
Android and the device
makers using the software
are facing a litany of law-
suits alleging that Google's
operating system pilfered
the patent-protected tech-
nology of other companies.

Companies
Motorola, which intro-

duced its first cell phone
nearly 30 years ago, has
more than 17,000 patents
with another 7,500 still
awaiting approval. That
trove presumably will give
Google and its Android
more patent protection
against a list of legal antag-
onists that include three of
the technology industry's
most powerful companies —
Apple, Microsoft and Oracle
Corp.

Apple and Google were
once so close that Google's
former CEO, Eric Schmidt
sat on Apple's board. But
the two companies have
grown increasingly antago-
nistic as Android provided
hardware makers with a way
to counter the popularity of
Apple's game-changing
iPhone and iPad. The fric-
tion prompted Schmidt to
resign from Apple's board
two years ago.

Microsoft, one of
Google's bitterest rivals for
years, is desperately trying
to make inroads in the
mobile device market. For-
rester analyst John

McCarthy thinks Microsoft
now may try to counter
Google by pursuing a long-
rumored takeover of its
partner, cellphone marker
Nokia Corp. Investors were
betting on that possibility
Monday as Nokia's shares
climbed 78 cents, or more
than 14 percent, to $6.14 in
afternoon trading.

Oracle is seeking billions
of dollars from Google in a
federal lawsuit alleging
Android owes licensing fees
for using the Java program-
ming language that it
acquired from Sun
Microsystems.

Getting Motorola's patent
portfolio will "help protect
Google from anticompeti-
tive threats from Microsoft,
Apple and other compa-
nies," Page told analysts
during a Monday conference
call.

"With mobility increas-
ingly taking center stage in
the computing revolution,
the combination with
Motorola is an extremely
important step in Google's
continuing evolution," said
Page, who replaced Schmidt
as CEO 4 1/2 months ago.

Google pounced on
Motorola less than two
months after a group includ-
ing Apple and Microsoft
joined up to pay $4.5 billion
for 6,000 patents owned by
Nortel, a bankrupt Canadian
maker of telecommunica-
tions equipment. 

Leaving no doubt about
the mounting antagonism
among the companies,
Google's top lawyer blasted
Apple and Microsoft for
their legal maneuvering ear-
lier this month in a blog post
titled "When patents attack
Android."

"We believe this acquisi-
tion was solely driven by the
ongoing patent war," San-
ford Bernstein analyst Pierre
Ferragu wrote in a research
note.

Buying the patent protec-
tion will be expensive,
although Google can easily
afford it with $39 billion in
cash. The price translates to
$40 per share — 63 percent
above Motorola's stock

price before the deal was
announced.

Motorola Mobility's
shares soared $13.65 to
$38.12 in Monday's after-
noon trading while Google
shares shed $9.66 to $554.11.

It's a coup for Motorola
Mobility CEO Sanjay Jha
and the company's largest
shareholder, billionaire
investor Carl Icahn, who
had been pressuring Jha to
cash in on the patent port-
folio.

Success
Motorola Mobility, which

is based in Libertyville, Illi-
nois, has been struggling for
years to come up with a
product that has the mass
market appeal of its Razor
cell phone back in 2005. The
company had some success
with the Droid, one of the
first phones to run on
Android, but it now ranks a
distant eighth in the smart-
phone market with 4.4 mil-
lion units shipped in the sec-
ond quarter, according to
the research firm, Canac-
cord Genuity. By compari-
son, the market-leading
iPhone shipped about 20
million units.

An attempt to counter the
iPad hasn't paid off for
Motorola Mobility either. In
an effort to drum up more
demand, the company
recently cut the price on the
Wi-Fi-only version of its
tablet, the Xoom, from $599
to $499.

The troubles saddled
Motorola Mobility with a
$56 million loss in its latest
quarter, pushing the compa-
ny's stock price to one of its
lowest points since its Janu-
ary spinoff from the old
Motorola Inc. In contrast,
Google earned $2.5 billion
in its more recent quarter
ending in June.

Google intends to run
Motorola separately from its
core Internet search and
advertising business.

Google expects to gain the
required regulatory
approvals to close the deal
by early next year. 

That's an ambitious time
table, given how closely
some of the company's oth-
er big deals have been vet-
ted by antitrust regulators
before gaining approval.

Google's largest acquisi-
tion, a $3.2 billion purchase
of online advertising service
DoubleClick, was reviewed
for nearly a year before it
closed in 2008. 

Management believes reg-
ulators will sign off on the
Motorola deal more quickly
because Google doesn't cur-

rently make cell phones and
the patents will help ensure
the Android system can
compete against Apple's
operating system for the
iPhone.

"Regulatory scrutiny will
likely be material," Citi-
group analyst Mark
Mahaney predicted Mon-
day.

The deal has the backing
of other major makers of
Android phones, including
Samsung Electronics Co. of
South Korea and HTC
Corp. of Taiwan, which both
welcomed the acquisition in
Monday statements. That
support should help Google
make its case with regula-
tors.

Both Samsung and HTC
have their own selfish inter-
ests for supporting the
acquisition. 

The Motorola patents
could shield them from
licensing demands being
made by Apple, Microsoft
and others who claim their
usage of Android infringes
on their intellectual proper-
ty.

Still, Google's expansion
into manufacturing could
complicate its relationship
with some Android partners
who might be worried about
Motorola getting preferen-
tial treatment.

"Google will move from
the position of partner to
that of competitor to
Android handset manufac-
turers, potentially placing
significant strain on the
Android ecosystem," Ovum
analyst Nick Dillon wrote in
a Monday note. 

He believes some cell-
phone and tablet makers
will shift to other software
if they detect the slightest
whiff of favoritism.

Google executives
stressed that the current
process of selecting a differ-
ent manufacture each year
to showcase the latest
advances in Android soft-
ware will continue as before.

Besides cell phones,
Motorola Mobility makes
cable set-top boxes, a fact
that Page called "a great
opportunity."

Google has long been
interested in bringing its
search services and adver-
tising to TV screens, but
consumers have shown lit-
tle interest the company's
products so far. 

Motorola's cable box busi-
ness gives Google another
chance to get the software
in front of viewers, but only
if cable companies agree.
Motorola's biggest competi-
tor in the cable box business
is Cisco Systems Inc.
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GOOGLE'S PATENT PLAY: $12.5B
FOR MOTOROLA MOBILITY 

A MOTOROLA MOBILITY XOOM TABLET is shown at Google
headquarters in Mountain View, Calif. Google is buying cell
phone maker Motorola Mobility Holdings Inc., Monday, Aug. 15,
2011, for $12.5 billion in cash in what is by far the company's
biggest acquisition to date. (AP)

        



WASHINGTON
Associated Press

FOREIGN INVESTORS
cut their holdings of U.S.
Treasury debt in June for
the first time in more than
two years. The decline came
at a time of anxiety about
whether the United States
would raise its borrowing
limit.

China, the biggest buyer
of U.S. Treasury debt,
increased its investment for
a third straight month. But
Japan, the second-largest
buyer, along with Brazil,
Russia, Hong Kong, and a
group that includes the
Bahamas, Bermuda, the
Netherlands and the Cay-
man Islands cut their invest-
ments.

Overall foreign holdings
dropped 0.4 percent to $4.5
trillion. It was the first
decline since April 2009.

Much of the decline was
driven by private investors.
Their net purchases of long-
term U.S. Treasurys fell a
record $18.3 billion in June.
Net purchases are the dif-
ference between what
investors buy and sell in one
month.

The decline lowered pri-
vate investors' overall for-
eign holdings by $15.1 bil-
lion.

Overall foreign holdings
of governments, which

include central banks,
dropped only $1.7 billion.
Governments account for
roughly 72 percent of total
foreign holdings of U.S.
Treasury debt.

Congress and the Obama
administration reached a
deal on Aug. 2 that would
allow the U.S. government
to increase its $14.3 trillion
borrowing limit by more
than $2 trillion. It was
approved hours before the
U.S. faced a potential
default on its debt.

The full increase is depen-
dent on lawmakers reaching
agreement on an equal
amount of cuts to the deficit
over the next decade. Up to
$1.5 trillion of those cuts
must be negotiated by a spe-
cial committee of lawmak-
ers over the next three
months.

The total deficit cuts fell
short of the $4 trillion in cuts
that Standard & Poor's said
was needed to achieve a
credible deficit-reduction
plan. As a result, S&P
downgraded the U.S. gov-
ernment's credit rating from
AAA to AA+.

Economists said investors
likely worried about how the
debate in Washington would
be resolved, and those wor-
ries contributed to the over-
all decline. Many economists
expect foreign holdings will
drop further in July because

the borrowing limit was not
raised until August.

However, they predict for-
eign holdings will increase
in August. Congress
approved an increase in the
borrowing limit, and
Europe's debt crisis has
made U.S. Treasurys more
seem like a safer bet, they
said.

"Now people are saying
they want to hold U.S. Trea-
suries. They don't care what
S&P said," said Chris G.

Christopher Jr., senior prin-
cipal economist at IHS
Global Insight. "They are
saying they have nowhere
else to put their money."

In June, China increased
its holdings 0.5 percent to
$1.166 trillion.

Japan trimmed its hold-
ings 0.2 percent to $911 bil-
lion. Britain, the third-
largest foreign holder of
Treasury securities, boosted
its investment 0.8 percent to
$349.5 billion.

SEOUL, South Korea 
Associated Press

WHEN it comes to
weathering economic
storms, South Koreans can
rightly claim more familiar-
ity than most with the har-
rowing experience of see-
ing hard-won prosperity
evaporate.

Ever since the East Asian
economic crisis spread to its
shores in late 1997, govern-
ment officials, media and
ordinary citizens have kept
up a nervous vigilance
against any hint of turmoil.

The Asian crisis, which
started in Thailand and
spread to Indonesia before
reaching South Korea, left a
deep scar on the country. 

Seoul had to seek a
humiliating international
bailout and impose wrench-
ing reforms to its economy
and companies, which had
become bloated by reckless
overborrowing.

Last week, when fears
spiked of a global financial
meltdown after the first
ever downgrade of the U.S.
sovereign credit rating, the
government sprang into
action to calm nerves.

It was reminiscent of
2008, when talk of an
impending foreign
exchange and banking crisis
rattled the country even
before the collapse of
Lehman Brothers Holdings
caused global liquidity to
dry up and export markets
to collapse.

Then, South Korean offi-
cials were adamant that
their country was far more
resilient than in 1997. And
they were proven right.
Though markets tanked
and the currency, the won,
fell sharply, the overall
effect was less severe and
the economy roared back.

This time, top economic
officials have again mobi-
lized, holding emergency
meetings, issuing statements
and trying to reassure
investors and citizens alike
that the external situation,
while uncertain, will not
bring Asia's fourth-largest
economy to its knees. 

President Lee Myung-
bak, a former CEO, made
an unscheduled visit to the

Ministry of Strategy and
Finance to discuss the tur-
moil.

"Korea's economy has
great potential to weather
this global storm," Choi
Jong-ku, deputy finance
minister for international
affairs, told reporters in a
display of unity with top
officials from the central
bank and the country's two
financial regulators beside
him.

Choi cited the diversity
of South Korea's exports —
with more than 70 percent
destined for emerging mar-
kets against only about 22
percent to the currently
shaky United States and
Europe — as one factor
bolstering the outlook.

Less debt since the 2008
crisis, the world's seventh-
largest foreign reserve hold-
ings and record high cur-
rent account surpluses
would also help tide the
country over, Choi said.

Indeed, experience in
overcoming previous melt-
downs has given South
Koreans increasing self-
assurance they can ride out
the next storm — whatever
it may be.

Lee Joo-hun, who teaches
at a media and design insti-
tute, says the latest market
dips and unease, while cer-
tainly worth watching, are
not enough to truly rattle a
people that have been
through worse.

Experience
"That kind of experience

gives us Koreans a kind of
special confidence to get
over this kind of mini-cri-
sis," he said while spending
time Sunday with a friend
at a Seoul coffee shop. The
Asian crisis, in particular,
"gave our economic system
a kind of immunity to resist
crisis coming from foreign
countries."

The 1997-98 trauma —
known in South Korea as
the "IMF crisis" after the
nearly $60 billion interna-
tional bailout the country
sought from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and
others to get back on its
feet — was particularly

searing.
The experience humbled

a country proud of its stun-
ning economic progress
from the ruins of the 1950-
53 Korean War. It came just
a year after South Korea
reached a development
milestone by joining the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Develop-
ment, a Paris-based club of
industrialized nations.

"We had this external
shock and with this exter-
nal shock we did our home-
work, which is very
painful," said Sakong Il, a
former finance minister and
presidential adviser. That
experience "became a
strength in dealing with the
last financial crisis and cur-
rent financial crisis," said
Sakong, who currently
heads the Korea Interna-
tional Trade Association.

In the end, South Korea
recovered quickly from the
1997-98 upheaval, using only
about half of the total inter-
national aid package and
even paying off the last of
the debt ahead of schedule.

Some argue a crisis men-
tality among South Koreans
long predates the Asian
financial meltdown.

"The Korean psyche has
been affected by crisis ever
since the Korean War," said
Donald Kirk, a Seoul-based
author who wrote a book on
South Korea's experience
during 1997-98.

"They've always gone
through these periods of
deep concern about their
economy and they've always
had almost exaggerated fits
of fear about where the econ-
omy is going," said Kirk, who

wonders if now the pendu-
lum has swung the other way
and the country has grown
overconfident.

Certainly, while South
Korea has been a keen stu-
dent of crisis, it still has vul-
nerabilities to global turmoil
given its high, though diver-
sified, export exposure and
tendency to run up short-
term debt, said Bill Belchere,
chief global economist at
Mirae Asset Securities in
Hong Kong.

"They've learned from
every mistake," Belchere
said. "They just continue to
make mistakes, just like the
rest of the world. But they
learn from them."
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SOUTH KOREA CONFIDENT IT
CAN BEAT FINANCIAL STORM 

IN THIS 1997 FILE PHOTO, an investor
sleeps in front of an electronic stock
board showing the Korea Composite
Stock Price Index at the Daeyoo Secu-
rities house in Seoul, South Korea.
Ever since the East Asian economic
crisis spread to its shores in late 1997,
government officials, media and ordi-
nary citizens have kept up a nervous
vigilance against any hint of turmoil.
The Asian crisis left a deep scar on
the country. Seoul had to seek a humil-
iating international bailout and impose
wrenching reforms to its economy and
companies, which had become bloated
by reckless overborrowing. (AP)

FOREIGN HOLDINGS FELL
DURING DEBT LIMIT TALKS 
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B O D Y A N D M I N D

By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer

NOW that school is
set to open in just
a matter of weeks,

Dr Jacqueline Lightbourn
of A Better Back Chiro-
practic Center, is bringing
to light the detrimental
affect heavy loaded school
bags can have on the devel-
opment of a child’s muscu-
lar system.

Dr Lightbourn said the weight
of your child’s backpack can deter-
mine if he or she could have chron-
ic back problems in the future. 

“There are different ways you can
get symptoms. You can get back
pain, shoulder pain, and lower back
pain. But also you can start destroy-
ing the muscular system because
that is at the developmental age
around 13 to16 years, so you do not
want to destroy the growth of it
because later on you will get chron-
ic developmental problems. 

“When the development of the
muscular system is messed up that
can lead to having bad posture. As
we know bad posture is the main
contributor to low back pain, arthri-

tis, disc problems and anything to
do with the back, neck, and mid
b a c k .

What can be done to avoid future
back problems? Dr Lightbourn sug-
gests, packing smarter and smaller -
that is taking out unnecessary books
and only leaving the essentials.

“It should be ten per cent of your
child’s body weight so if your child
is around sixty to seventy pounds
what you want to have is 6 pounds
of weight which we see never really
happens,” she told Tribune Health.

And while rolling packs never
weigh on the back, she said how-
ever that they can cause shoulder
problems. 

“What they do say about the
rolling packs is that they are good
because you are not having them
on your shoulders but also you are
kind of pulling with one arm so that
can start causing shoulder prob-
lems. You definitely want to have
both straps on tightly and about
ten per cent of your child’s weight,”
Dr Lightbourn explained.

Apart from causing back and
shoulder pain, this can also cause
scoliosis. According to www.med-
incinenet.com scoliosis is a: “Dis-
order that causes an abnormal
curve of the spine, or backbone.
The spine has normal curves when
looking from the side, but it should

appear straight when looking from
the front. Kyphosis is a curve seen
from the side in which the spine is
bent forward. There is a normal
kyphosis in the middle (thoracic)
spine. Lordosis is a curve seen from
the side in which the spine is bent
backward. There is a normal lor-
dosis in the upper (cervical) spine
and the lower (lumbar) spine. Peo-
ple with scoliosis develop additional
curves to either side, and the bones
of the spine twist on each other,
forming a "C" or an "S" shape in
the spine.

Abnormalities

There are ways for parents to
check their kids for any abnormali-
ties in the shape of their spine or
back.

“There is a really easy way for
parents to check. If you bend the
child over you want to make sure
the muscles on both sides are equal
and you are not getting a little hump
on one side. That’s an easy way for a
parent to check as well as constant-
ly feeling your child’s spine. Its very
easy because its very prominent
especially because kids are a bit skin-
ner so you can feel those bones. If
you see that it is not going straight
down and that it is kind of curving
you definitely want to take them to a

chiropractor and check it out.”
In the future, Dr Lightbourn

advises parents to be responsible for
packing their kids school bags.

“For parents I would advise them
to actually be the one responsible
for packing your kids back pack.
You want it 10 per cent of your
child’s body weight. You want the
backpack to have thick padded
straps so that it is not going right

into the shoulder you don’t ever
want it to hang about 4 inches below
their waist line because it will pull
your kid back. You want to re-pack
all the time. You want to get the
back packs where there are different
pockets so you can distribute the
weight as well as putting the heavier
books right against your child’s back
because that’s where the strong mus-
cles are to hold it up,” she said.

ITS 3 AM, and your typical 6
month old night angel is up. She is
fussy and nothing seems to soothe
her. She is drooling constantly and
mouthing her toys and fingers. What
could possibly be happening to your
normally calm baby? She could be
teething. 

Teething is defined as the physio-
logic process of the eruption of pri-
mary teeth through the gums. The
appearance of the first tooth is
always considered a milestone in an
infant's life. The first pearly white
typically buds anytime between 4-6
months, but they can appear as ear-
ly as 3 months and as late as one
year. The timing of teething is usu-
ally hereditary and does not usually
have any bearing or impact on the
health or wellbeing of your child.
Most children will have their full set
of 20 teeth by the age of 2 and half
years. If your baby has no teeth by
18 months, a consultation with a
pediatric dentist is recommended. 

The amount teething discomfort
varies considerably with babies.
Your child may be one of the lucky
ones with no signs at all. More com-
monly however, your baby with have
some indicators of teething which
may include the following: 

• Excessive drooling and salivation 
• Gum swelling
• Fussiness and irritability 
• Gum inflammation and swelling 
• Night waking 

• Mouthing or biting objects 
•"Drool" rash 

Experts generally disagree as to
whether loose stool, and nasal con-
gestion and cough are specifically
related to teething, but these symp-
toms are also typically reported by
some parents. As a general rule,
Penelope Leach author of "Your
Baby and Child" writes," if your
baby seems ill when you think he is
teething, always consult your doc-
tor. He may be ill and teething or
simply ill." 

While a low grade intermittent
fever may also be present, it is
important to NEVER ASSUME
THAT AN INFANT WITH A
FEVER IS TEETHING AS A
FEVER COULD BE A MARKER
OF SERIOUS INFECTION. Con-
sult with your pediatrician especial-
ly if your infant is less than 6 months
and they will guide you appropri-
ately.

Teething is inevitable, but there
are a few things that you can do to
make the process easier both for you

and your baby. Soothe those
inflamed gums by rubbing and mas-
saging the gumline using a clean fin-
ger or moist cold wash cloth. Cold
(not frozen) teething rings or toys
made of firm rubber may ease dis-
comfort. I prefer to avoid the
teething toys made of liquid as these
may burst in you infants mouth. 

Frozen rings may be too cold for
your baby so avoid extremes of tem-
perature. If your child is already on
solids, chilled foods like apple sauce
and fruit desserts may also provide
some relief. You can also place your
bottle nipples and pacifier in the
refrigerator and allow your infant
to bite on them. 

Over the counter oral anal-
gesics like acetaminophen or
ibuprofen may help if the above
measures are ineffective. Always
ask your pediatrician about cor-
rect dosing and timing of med-
ication. NEVER GIVE YOUR
BABY ASPIRIN as it can cause
serious consequences if used inap-
propriately. 

Topical teething gels are widely
available at any pharmacy. You
should be cautious with the appli-
cation of these products as most
of them work by numb-
ing the nerves that
supply the gum tis-
sue. Inappropri-
ate or overuse of
these gels may

numb your baby's throat and inter-
fere with the gag reflex. 

In April, 2011, the FDA issued a
warning against the use of teething
gels containing BENZOCAINE
because of the association with meth-
hemoglobinemia a potentially fatal
life threatening complication. 

While teething may be difficult for
both you and your child, it will pass.
Never assume that an infant who has
a fever or appears ill is teething. Be
patient and calm and provide your
little one with the comfort that they
need. The beautiful smile that awaits
is well worth it. 

• Dr Ayana Remy- Taylor MBBS FAAP

BACKPACKS CAN CAUSE BACK PROBLEMS

Disc
injuries

WHILE the intervetebral disc is
a common culprit in spine related
health problems, its function is wide-
ly misunderstood.

The disc is a small cartilage pad
that is situated between spinal bones.
The soft jellylike center is contained
by surrounding layers of fibrous tis-
sues call the annular fibers. Each disc
serves as connector, space, and shock
absorber for the spine. When
healthy, discs allows normal turning
and bending.

Since spinal discs have a very poor
blood supply, they depend upon the
circulation of joint fluids to bring in
nutrients and expel waste. If a spinal
joint loses its normal motion or posi-
tion and this pumping action is
impaired, the health of the disc can
deteriorate. Like a wet sponge, a
healthy disc is flexible. A dry sponge
is hard, stiff and can crack easily.
This is how many disc problems
begin.

Because of the way each disc is
attached to the vertebrae above and
below it, a disc cannot “slip” as com-
monly thought. Although people
think disc injury such as herniated
discs are caused by a single traumat-
ic event, they are usually the product
of slow mechanical degeneration,
such as increase loading of the spine
due to prolonged and faulty sitting
postures which will cause sprains to
the outer fibrous tissue of the inter-
vertebral disc. 

In more advanced cases the soft
inner material (nucleus) of the disc
may protrude into or even through
the annular fiber of the disc. Since
the disc in now in a weakened state a
trivial event like bending over to pick
up something can result in a herni-
ated disc. This can be quite painful,
putting pressure on the spinal nerve
roots, which can cause leg pain and
paresthesias down to the foot with or
without back pain, weakness, and
walking difficulties. The chiropractic
approach to disc problems is to help
restore better motion and position
to the spinal joints therefore reducing
the bulging disc. Better spinal func-
tion can help decrease inflammation
and begin the slow process of healing
in the surrounding soft tissues.

• Dr Susan Donald practices at Life
Chiropractic Centre, 7B Village Rd. Tel:
393-2774, email: sdonald@coral-
wave.com.

By SUSAN
DONALD D.C.

By DR AYANA
REMY-TAYLOR
MBBS FAAP

Teething and your child 

(ARA) - From paltry paychecks
to annoying coworkers, more than
three quarters of Americans are
stressing out about something related
to their job, according to a new study.

The vast majority of Americans
(77 per cent) are stressed by at least
one thing at work, finds the Harris
Interactive-Everest College Work
Stress Survey. The most common
issues are: low pay, commuting,
unreasonable workload and concern
over being fired or laid off. But these
are not the only issues American
workers are facing - annoying
coworkers also made the list, fol-
lowed by difficulty with a boss, poor
work-life balance and lack of oppor-
tunity for advancement.

"We've seen numerous surveys
that confirm workplace stress has
increased during the last several
years," says Wendy Cullen, vice pres-
ident of employer development for
Everest College.

Concerns over low pay and job
security are consistently one of the
top stressors for Americans. In most
regions of the U.S., 16 per cent of
Americans listed low pay as their

top stressor, and concerns over job
security were a close second. For
example, 13 per cent of college grad-
uates ranked losing their job as the
biggest stressor, which is in line with
Americans without college degrees.

"One change we are seeing is that
more and more Americans are pur-
suing careers in industries like health
care, which offers more long-term
stability." Switching careers or going
back to school to gain access to a
more secure or better paying career
is one technique that many individ-
uals use to deal with insecurity in
the workplace.

How to deal with stress
"The impact of stress cannot be

overstated," says Davis Brimberg,
a Los Angeles-based psychologist
who focuses on workplace issues.
"Almost all psychological problems
are worsened by stress. People of
all occupations and income levels
are greatly affected," he says.
Workplace stress can have nega-
tive consequences on your perfor-
mance at work, and your life.

There are a number of tech-
niques for dealing with workplace
stress. First, learn to recognize the
symptoms - you may feel a con-
stant sense of nervousness, which
can often lead to feeling with-
drawn, irritable or apathetic. Stress
is also associated with physical
problems, such as fatigue and mus-
cle tension.

Physical exercise is also shown
to help with stress management.
Aerobic exercises have been shown
to release mood-raising endor-
phins, so getting 30 minutes of
exercise a day can actually help

decrease your stress levels. It is
also important to get enough sleep,
which can help your body deal with
the effects of stress throughout the
day, and makes you better able to
manage emotional swings.

There are also important strate-
gies in your workplace that can
help you deal with stress. Do not
over-commit to non-essential tasks.
Prioritize important tasks, and
learn to delegate non-essential
ones. Also, you can schedule regu-
lar breaks into your daily routine to
allow yourself to get away from
your workstation or office.

Effective ways to manage
stress in the workplace



IT IS quite amazing; the
amount of times a client
would suggest in my exami-
nation room that their dog
has the mange. 

Any skin infection / inflam-
mation whether it is a hot
spot, an allergy, tick and flea
infestation, fungal / ringworm
infection, etc, it is commonly
referred to as the mange. 

The truth of the matter is
mange is a general term for a
skin disease caused by a
microscopic parasite of the
mite family. 

The two types of mange
commonly affecting dogs are
demodectic mange caused by
demodex mites and sarcoptic
mange (or scabies) caused by
sarcoptes mites. 

The only way one can diag-
nose the mange in the dog is
by performing a skin scrap-
ing exercise. 

This is done by scraping the
skin with a scalpel blade from
itchy patchy areas and check-
ing them under the micro-
scope for mites. Demodex
mites are cigar shaped   and
sarcoptes mites are round, so
they are easy to tell apart. The
two types of mange behave

differently and are treated dif-
ferently. So don’t believe one
dip that can be used for one
type of mange will treat the
other type.

Demodetic mange is fairly
common in young animals
even though we see it in many
older dogs. The symptoms are
mild to severe, thinning of the
hair, especially around the
eyes or elsewhere on the face,
and sometimes, but not
always mild itchiness. Dogs
can catch demode tic mange
from close contact with other
dogs that has it. But this type
of mange is not contagious
(zoonotic) to people so you
need not worry that your chil-
dren will catch it. Dogs with a
compromised immune system

are predisposed. Once a dog’s
immune system is rehabilitat-
ed, there is a great chance
your dog will outgrow demod-
ectic mange once he is treated
correctly. My choice of thera-
py is Amitraz to bathe the dog
and allow it to dry on him
once weekly for several
weeks, along with some Iver-
mectin and antibiotics for the
secondary bacterial infection
on the skin.

Sarcoptic mange, on the
other hand is extremely itchy.
Dogs with sarcoptic mange
will sometimes scratch their
skin raw; hence it is common-
ly called the red mange. I like
to treat scabies with Paramite
Dip, once weekly for about
two to three treatments.

Often the dog will also need
medicine for the itch and dry
skin. Wounds caused by the
scratching needs to be cleaned
and treated. I also like to give
Ivermectin to dogs with sca-
bies. (One must remember
that certain breeds of dogs
have severe reactions to Iver-
mectin; they are collies and
their families). Unlike demod-
ectic mange, sarcoptic mange
is zoonotic, and is contagious
to people and this is called
scabies. If you or your chil-
dren have an itchy rash and
have been in close contact
with a dog that has sarcoptic
mange you need to talk to
your physician so they can be
checked and if needed, given
appropriate medication. 
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(ARA) - It's no secret that
shoes can either make or
break an outfit. But can
uncomfortable shoes also
affect your confidence? 

According to a recent
study, 94 per cent of women
say they feel good when their
feet feel good. Stacy London,
style expert and host of TLC's
"What Not To Wear," has
partnered up with the mak-
ers of Dr Scholl's For Her.
She agrees that when it comes
to shoes - women can look
good and feel good at the
same time. 

"As a stylist, I know that
finding a balance between
fashion and comfort can
sometimes be tricky. And
chances are that most women
have experienced "Fabulitis"
- the discomfort caused by the
decision to wear uncomfort-
able, yet fabulous shoes," says
London. "That's why I use Dr
Scholl's For Her insoles -
because I can wear the shoes
I want and feel comfortable
doing it." 

Helping women get back
on their feet 

One of the most inconve-
nient times for women to face
"Fabulitis" is during a job
interview, especially since the
right shoes are an essential
component to feeling com-
fortable and confident. That's
why the makers of Dr Scholl's
For Her are launching an
interactive campaign to sup-
port Dress for Success World-
wide, a nonprofit organisation
that offers professional attire,
a network of support and
career development tools to
women entering the work-

force. The program will help
empower women by con-
tributing confidence-inspiring
footwear and insoles to keep
them comfortable while inter-
viewing for jobs. 

Stacy London's interview
wardrobe tips 

London shares her tips for
achieving fashion, comfort
and confidence when tackling
a job interview: 

• COMFORT IS KEY: Such
a big part of achieving suc-
cess is feeling comfortable in
your own skin - and shoes
for that matter. Go for heels
and add a Dr Scholl's for
Her insole for comfort. 

• SUIT UP: Suits (pant or
skirt) are always appropri-
ate. Pair suits with more
feminine, colourful or tex-
tured tops to add flair. 

• MUST-HAVES: Every
woman should have a com-
fortable closed-toe heel for
suiting and separates, a pen-
cil or simple A-line skirt and
a suit. 

• WALK THE TALK:
Choose clothes and shoes
that look and feel good for
your body type, stand up tall
and show your style with
confidence. 

• To make a difference in the
lives of women entering the
workforce, consumers can visit
www.facebook.com/ drscholls-
forher to vote on the most con-
fidence-inspiring shoe style
from now until August 26.

DETROIT
Associated Press

A MOTORCYCLE w r e c k
turned a Lenawee County
man into a paraplegic. Des-
perate for any relief, he chose
stem-cell surgery in Europe,
a procedure that may have
improved his health but left
him with a $51,000 bill.

Now, after years of litiga-
tion, the Michigan Supreme
Court says Kevin Krohn's
auto insurance company
doesn't have to pay, declar-
ing that the experimental
surgery — not approved in
the U.S. — was not "reason-
ably necessary" under state
l a w .

The recent 4-3 ruling clos-
es a case in which the court's
conservative Republican
majority prevailed over lib-
eral Democratic justices. At
least six civil cases this year
have been decided by the
same margin, typically dis-
putes that involve insurance,
medical malpractice, employ-
er liability or the ability to
sue in lower courts.

Justice Brian Zahra insists
the Krohn case doesn't mean
insurers always are off the
hook for uncommon medical
procedures.  But Justice
Diane Hathaway believes the
court has created a tough
standard never intended
under Michigan's no-fault
auto insurance law.

"The majority effectively
asserts that it was unreason-
able as a matter of law for
(Krohn) to have pursued the
only procedure that could
possibly prevent him from
being a paraplegic for the
rest of his life," she said in a
d i s s e n t .

Krohn's attorney, James
Iafrate, said the decision is
d i s a p p o i n t i n g .

"What were his choices,
really?" Iafrate said. "His
only chance of getting better
was to undergo some type of
procedure like this. It seemed
like a reasonable choice on
his part."

Krohn, 42, did not respond
to requests for comment
through his attorney. In 2001,
while riding a motorcycle, he
was struck by a van and suf-
fered a spinal fracture, a dev-
astating injury that paralyzed
his lower body.

Four years later, Krohn
traveled to Portugal for a
procedure that is not avail-
able in the U.S. because it
has not been approved by the
Food and Drug Administra-
tion. Tissue containing stem
cells was removed from his
sinus area and transplanted
to his spine with the hope
that i t would regenerate
spinal-cord nerves. Iafrate
said Krohn was able to regain
some bladder control and
move his legs a bit.

"It did help," the attorney
said. "It's both the physical
therapy and the surgical pro-
cedure. You can't do one
without the other. You need
aggressive physical therapy
to st imulate stem-cell
g r o w t h . "

Krohn's health insurer,
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Michigan, refused to pay
for the surgery and so did his
vehicle insurer, Home-Own-
ers insurance Co. He sued
Home-Owners and won a
jury verdict  in Lenawee
County court, but the appeals
court and, now, the Supreme
Court said the case should
have been dismissed without
a trial.

Home-Owners said Krohn
may have felt better simply
because of aggressive thera-
py, not the stem-cell trans-
plant. It also noted that a
U.S. doctor did not prescribe
the surgery, nor was it tested
in clinical trials.

"The purpose and focus of
(state law) is the protection
of individuals injured in auto
accidents, not the funding of
experimental research pro-
jects, no matter how
admirable," Home-Owners
attorney Allen Philbrick said.

At trial, jurors heard from
Portuguese Dr Carl Lima,
who was on Krohn's medical
team but did not participate
in the transplant. He said at
least 110 people have had the
procedure since 2001, with a
majority showing some
i m p r o v e m e n t .

Zahra,  who wrote the
Supreme Court's opinion,
was not swayed. He said
Lima's testimony failed to
provide an "objective basis"
that Krohn's surgery was
"reasonably necessary."

The mangy dog
By 
DR BASIL
SANDS

Paraplegic loses
case over rare
stem-cell surgery

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Mouth
ATTENTION D e f i c i t

Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) is one of the most
common childhood mental
disorders and affects approxi-
mately 3-5 per cent of chil-
d r e n .

There is a predilection for
boys, affecting them 2-3 times
more than girls. ADHD is also
known to persist into adoles-
cence and adulthood. 

Sometimes parents may
describe a badly behaved child
as “hyperactive”, but this term
should not be used in such a
context. It should be reserved
for children that exhibit gross
behavioural abnormalities.
These abnormalities include
extreme fidgeting; impaired
concentration; impulsiveness
and uncontrolled activity.  Of
note, these gross behavioural
abnormalities tend

to occur most commonly in
situations, where orderliness
and reticence is necessary.

The cause of ADHD is
unclear, but seems to be a
combination of factors. The
factors include: minor head
injuries; food additives; unde-
tectable brain damage and a
familial predisposition (runs
in the family). In addition, fac-
tors influencing child-parent
relationship can also play an
important part.  

It must be remembered,
that to be diagnosed of
ADHD, the above mentioned
hyperactivity and impulsive-
ness (in paragraph two), need
to be pervasive, excessive and
long term. These hyperactive
and impulsive abnormal
behaviours mentioned, often
time appear before the age of
7 years and persist for at least
6 months and would therefore
be easily diagnostic for
ADHD. 

Once diagnosed, ADHD
has to be managed and should
not be ignored.  Often times, it
is necessary to implement
behavioural therapy, emo-
tional counseling and spe-
cialised educational help.  In
addition to these therapies,
stimulants, antidepressants
and antihypertensive agents
are commonly used to control
ADHD.  These prescription
medications, all have an effect
on the

mouth and head and neck.  
The stimulants (Ritalin and

Adderall) typically cause dry

mouth; changes in taste; and,
grinding and clenching of
teeth.  The antidepressants
(Tofranil, Wellbutrin) usually
cause mouth tissue soreness;
discomfort when swallowing;
dry mouth; a discoloured
tongue; salivary (spit) gland
problems; grinding of teeth
and generalised mouth
swelling. The antihypertensive
agents (Clonidine, Tenex)
commonly cause dry mouth;
pain and difficulty on swal-
lowing and salivary gland
problems. It is very difficult
to avoid the mouth and head
and neck effects of the
ADHD medications.

In addition to the impact of
the aforementioned medica-
tions on the mouth and head
and neck, persons with
ADHD also battle with the
inherent effect the disorder
has on their mouths. A
decreased attention span can
lead to poor oral hygiene,
which can potentially lead to
an increase in dental caries
(cavities). ADHD on its own
also can cause bruxism (a non-
functional grinding or clench-
ing of teeth). Also, there is the
ever present risk of an indi-
vidual with ADHD falling vic-
tim to some form of mouth
trauma.  They are at an
increased risk by virtue of the

d i s o r d e r .
There are a few pearls that

dental healthcare profession-
als commonly implement to
make the experience of a per-
son with ADHD to a dental
office more amicable. They
will not treat patients who are
on medication “holidays”. A
medication holiday is when a
child goes for a period of time
without taking any medication
(e.g. during breaks from
school). The other pearls of
the healthcare professionals
would use include:

• Scheduling appointments in 
the morning or at a time of 
the day, when the person with 
ADHD is least fatigued, most 
attentive and able to remain 
seated in the dental chair. 
• Giving singular, short and 
clear instructions directly to 
the person with ADHD.
• Using a Tell-Show-Do 
approach in the office. 
• Telling the person with ADHD 
what behaviour is expected 
during the dental visit.
• Giving the person with ADHD 
small rewards (e.g. stickers) 
for exhibiting appropriate 
behaviour. 
• Taking breaks as necessary 
during the dental treatment.

ADHD should not and

does not prevent the diag-
nosed individual from receiv-
ing quality dental care. It is
essential not to allow neglect
to ruin anyone’s mouth
health.  It is important for
persons with ADHD to visit a
mouth healthcare profession-
al.  Do not delay.  If you know
of such a person, assist in
arranging a dental visit for
them. Keep their mouth alive!

• This article is for informa-
tional purposes only.  It is not
intended and may not be treated
as, a substitute for professional
medical/dental advice, diagno-
sis, or treatment. Always seek
the advice of a physician or den-
tal professional with any ques-
tions you may have regarding a
medical/dental condition. Never
disregard professional med-
ical/dental advice or delay in
seeking it because of a purely
informational publication.

Copyright © 2011 by Dr Andre
R. Clarke.  All rights reserved.
Reproduction of this article, in
whole or in part, is prohibited
without written permission.  If
you have questions, please send
email to dr_andreclarke@hot-
mail.com

Dr André R Clarke, DDS,
MBBS

Special Care Dentistry

By ANDRE CLARKE

KEEPING YOUR
MOUTH ALIVE

Finding shoes
to inspire 
confidence 
and comfort
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THE contestants of Theodore
Elyett’s Miss Teen Bahamas Pageant
brought lots of entertainment to the
2011 pageant season on Sunday
(August 7th), as they participated
in the 6th Annual Talent Competi-
tion. 

Talent presentations included sax-
ophone recitals, cultural dance, dra-
ma, ballet, the steel pan drums, fire
dancing, hip-hop dancing and some
contestants who are gifted vocally
rendered songs of their choice.

At the end of the night, only the
top 3 contenders were named.

Placing 2nd Runner-up with a
steel-pan drum presentation was
Miss Teen Pompey Museum – Niaya
Moss, Miss Teen Balcony House –
Zarria Moxey placed 1st Runner-up
with her rendition of Summer Time
from the opera Porgy and Bess. Win-

ing the overall, Most Talented
Award was Miss Teen Queen’s
Staircase – Shaquille Sands. Sands
performed a classic from the movie
“Annie” - “You’re never fully
Dressed Without a Smile.”

Excited about winning the third
preliminary for the 2011 pageant
season, Shaquille – a trained dancer
for 16 years, said, “I really love danc-
ing, so my performance was truly
prepared from the heart and I
enjoyed every minute of showcas-
ing tonight.”

Shaquille’s performance was
choreographed by Professor Mari-
lyn T Devaux of Virtue Dance
Academy.

The 2011 Pageant Season wraps
up August 21st at the Wyndham
Nassau Resort’s Rainforest Theatre.
The Grand Finale begins at 8pm.

OVERALL WINNER: Most Talented 2011 Miss Teen Queen's Staircase Shaquille Sands, Theodore Elyett's Miss Teen Bahamas
2010/11 Ashlee Bain, 1st Runner-up Miss Teen Balcony House Zarria Moxey and 2nd Runner-up Miss Teen Pompey Museum
Niaya Moss.

TALENT TAKES CENTER STAGE AT TEEN PAGEANT
Shaquille Sands, Zarria Moxey 
and Naiaya Saunders edge out 
others for Most Talented Award

WHILE representing The
Bahamas at the Teen
World Competition

pageant in Houston, Texas –
Theodore Elyett’s Miss Teen
Bahamas 2010/11 Ashlee Bain cap-
tured the Best National Costume
Award, beating out 28 other dele-
gates from around the world! The
winning costume which depicts The
Bahamas’ National Bird, the Pink
Flamingo, was designed and made
by Bahamian Designer Javotte
Bethel.

August 1st – 5th, Ashlee competed against
twenty-eight (28) teen ambassadors for the
title of Miss Teen World. While she was not
crowned the winner, Ashlee returned home
with so much more- having had the opportu-
nity to represent her country on an interna-
tional stage; meet, interact and learn from
teen beauties from around the world!

Ashlee said: “The Miss Teen World expe-
rience was a good one. I had the chance to
make so many new friends. Most exciting
was the week long opportunity to explore
new cultures and languages from each dele-
gate! I'll miss them!” 

Serious Opportunity

She continued: “Representing The
Bahamas on the Miss Teen World stage was
an opportunity that I took very seriously,
especially because so many delegates knew
very little about our island destination. Hav-
ing had the opportunity to share so much
about The Bahamas, and also walk away
with an award which represented our
National Bird, so I feel very proud.”

Over the past 11 months of her reign,
Ashlee has participated in various commu-
nity and national building events. She par-
ticipated in the National Youth Month
activities, the myriad of World AIDS Day
activities, supported various Charity
Fun/Run/Walk events, joined forces with
the Bahamas National Trust at the annual
National Coastal Awareness Day Coastal
Clean-up, made school visits, special
appearances and so much more.

The journey to find Ashlee’s successor is
currently underway. For the past month,
the 2011 contestants have been engaged in
educational seminars, stage deportment
training, question and answer techniques,
personal grooming, and etiquette and
speech seminars. The pageant will culminate
on August 21, 2011 under the theme,
“PRETTY GIRL ROCK: Beauty.Intelli-
gence.Grace!” where the contestants will vie
for the coveted crown and title of Theodore
Elyett’s Miss Teen Bahamas 2011.

The winner will walk away with a myriad
of prizes- including a cash award of
$2,000.00. She will also compete in
Guatemala at the 2011 edition of Miss
Teenager Universe!

• For more information and up-to-the-minute
highlights on pageant season 2011, follow us on
twitter atwww.twitter.com/missteenbahamas or
visit our website
at www.missteenbahamasorg.com

Representing
The Bahamas on

the Miss Teen
World stage was

an opportunity
that I took very
seriously, espe-

cially because so
many delegates
knew very little

about our island
destination.

PRETTY 
IN PINK:
Ashlee Bain mod-
els her award win-
ning national cos-
tume- a depiction
of the flamingo.

– Ashlee Bain
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The members of Sister Sister say they will not forget
the highlights of a sensational summer  which has
helped  raise awareness of the international fight

against breast cancer.

SISTER SISTER MEMNERS PARTICIPATE
IN LARGEST EVER DC KOMEN WALK

Eight excited members of Sister
Sister, including Andrea Sweeting,
President; Helen Rolle, Secretary;
Shantell Cox Hutchinson, Treasurer;
Vinalisa Ferguson, Assistant Trea-
surer; Jennemae Knowles, Naomi
King, Nurse Willamae Butler and
Sister Sister Co-Founder Nurse
Charlene Mcphee, kicked off the
summer events when they boarded
Delta for Washington DC on Friday
June 3, for the Global Komen Walk
in Saturday June 4, 2011.

Courage and Hope

According to the Mednet Group,
theirs has been a journey of courage
and hope, as well as inspiration. "
The summer schedule began with
the organisation’s participation in
the Global Komen Walk, in Wash-
ington, D C on Saturday June 4.

"Upon arrival, the group was shut-
tled from the airport to their Hotel
via ACS Ground Transportation.
They stayed at the Residence Inn
in Arlington, Virginia where they
took full advantage of the Metro
transportation using the Smart
C a r d . "

Andrea Sweeting, President of
Sister Sister said: "Saturday morn-
ing, June 4, we were on the Metro at
5 am arriving at the National Mall
just before 6 am allowing us to see
the vendors and the displays, some
with giveaways, some for Purchase.
The survivors tent, as usual, was
tastefully decorated. The Komen
executives gave each one of us a
VIP badge enabling us and our
guests to be entertained.

"Flags of the various countries
participating in the Global Komen
Walk were erected, with the excep-
tion of The Bahamas’, which did not
go unnoticed. The Global walk is
always exciting as there are so many
cultures and nationalities repre-
sented. Unfortunately ours was not
there, but Komen apologised and
promised that i t won’t  happen
again," Mr Sweeting said.

The Global Komen Walk is a
scenic five-mile (5k) route in the
downtown area of Washington, D
C. The route goes past the back gate
of the White House and several of
the world-famous Washington, D C

monuments, in addition to the
Embassy Offices of nations from
around the world.

Going further, Sister Sister mem-
ber, Virginia Hall Campbell and her
daughter also attended the Komen
Walk in North Carolina, that was
taking place that same morning. Mrs
Campbell and her daughter sport-
ed the Sister Sister banner and were
well received as they distributed Sis-
ter Sister pins and newsletters.

According to reports, every five
hundred yards along the route, there
were music makers from the partic-
ipating countries cheering on the
walkers. “It was a full morning for
us, for after the walk and during the
ceremonies we were told that it was
the largest amount of Survivors ever
registered for this Global walk,
which was four thousand five hun-
dred. I am certain everyone enjoyed
themselves, especially Nurse
Mcphee and Naomi King, for whom
this was their first international
walk,” Mrs Sweeting said.

Participation

"Following the event, the survivors
who were further energised by the
exhilaration of such an emotional
and adrenalin-charged international
event, enjoyed shopping, while those
who were exhausted slept or just
rested in their rooms."

"The evening’s highlight was din-
ner in bed for all as they rested to
prepare for the second stage of their
trip, the journey to Canada which
began the next morning. There these
eight members would be joined by
several more members of the Sister
Sister Breast Cancer Support Group
at the Sixth World Conference on
Breast Cancer."

The Sister Sister Breast Cancer
Patient Support Group arose out of
the multi-practice offices of The Sur-
gical Suite at Centerville Medical
Center, Collins Avenue. It was
founded by Dr. Charles C. Diggiss,
President of the MedNet Group of
Companies, Dr Locksley Munroe,
of Southern Community General
Clinic and Surgical Suite Manager,
Nurse Charlene McPhee. The Sur-
gical Suite is a Member of the Med-
Net Group of Companies.

WAVE YOUR FLAG: Sister Sister shares  a taste of their Sensational Summer Highlights.
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Devard signs 1-year 
contract with Texans
By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

After playing the past
season with the Omaha
Nighthawks in the
United Football

League, Devard Darling is now back
in the National Football League
(NFL).

He signed a one-year deal with
the Houston Texans Friday (August
12) and was scheduled to make his
debut in the pre-season game against
the New York Jets at the Reliant
Stadium last night.

Their next game is scheduled for

S a t u r d a y
against the
New Orleans
Saints at home
as well. Dar-
ling is then
expected to
play in their
final two
games on the
road against
the San Fran-
cisco 49ers at
Candlest ick
Park on
Thursday, August 27 and against the
Minnesota Vikings at the Mall of
America Field on Thursday, Sep-

tember 1.
As he was preparing for last

night’s game, Darling said the coach-
ing staff, headed by Gary Kubiak, is
expecting him to make an impact
immediately on the Texans’ offen-
sive end as a wide receiver.

“I’m in training camp and I’m
working hard every day trying to
learn these plays,” Darling told The
Tribune yesterday. “I can’t wait for
tonight to go out there and show
what I have. It’s been a long time
since I’ve been back in an NFL uni-
form, so it’s going to be real good to
go back there and showcase my tal-
ent and make this team.”

At 6-feet, 1-inch and 213 pounds,

Darling is making his return since
last playing in the NFL with the
Kansas City Chiefs in the 2008 sea-
son when he started in nine of their
16 games.

Darling, 29, caught a total of 17
receptions, the longest being 68
yards for a total of 247 or an average
of 14.5 per game. He also scored
one touchdown.

Prior to that, Darling played four
seasons with the Baltimore Ravens,
who drafted him out of Washington
State with the 82nd pick in the third
round of the 2004 draft.

For his first five years in the NFL,

DEVARD DARLING

SSEEEE ppaaggee 22EE

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

RAMON Miller has always been
considered a dark horse in the men’s
400 metres. This year is no exception
as he heads off to compete in his
third appearance at the IAAF
World Championships.

The Bahamas Association of Ath-
letic Associations National Cham-
pionships’ runner-up will be one of
three Bahamians entered in the
quarter-mile that will be contested at
the championships in Daegu, South
Korea, starting on August 27.

“First of all, I have to thank the
Lord for allowing me to make this
team,” said Miller at a BAAA press
conference last Thursday to officially
release the names of the 18 athletes
and 13 officials that will be traveling
to Daegu as of Thursday.

“This year wasn’t a good year for
me at the start, but this is my third
world championships. It was in ‘07
when I didn’t run and I came in ‘09
and I ran the 400 and we didn’t
make it in the final of the relay. For
2011, my goal is hopefully to go out
and attack each round and make it
through each round and make it to
the final.”

This year, Miller has ran the third
fastest time by a Bahamian with his
clocking of 45.34 seconds in the final
of the 400 on June 26 in Grand
Bahama behind champion
Demetrius Pinder (44.78) and ahead
of Chris ‘Fireman’ Brown (45.73).

Not having the opportunity to
compete in that many meets this
year, Miller admitted that his sea-
son has not been an easy one. But he
has been holding his own.

“As a veteran on the team, I just
want to inspire the young athletes to
never give up and keep on training
hard,” Miller said. “You don’t know
what to expect in the future.”

Having ran a personal best of
44.99 in the semifinal of the cham-
pionships in 2009 in Berlin, Ger-
many, Miller is hoping that he will
run faster in Daegu and eventually
secure a berth into the final. “My
goal is to get into the final and then
go from there,” he projected.

As for the 4 x 400 relay, Miller
said the Bahamas is sitting in a good
position as the second ranked nation
behind the United States, having
anchored the team of LaToy
Williams, Avard Moncur and
Michael Mathieu to the gold at the

Quarter-miler Ramon Miller gets set for 
his third appearance at the IAAF Worlds

SSEEEE ppaaggee 22EE

DARK HORSE: Ramon Miller (far right) is all set to compete in his third IAAF World Championships.
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