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WEATHER

SUNNY, 
T-STORM

HIGH  92F
LOW  81F

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

THE number of persons
showing symptoms of dengue
fever continues to rise at
Princess Margaret Hospital.

Speaking yesterday about the
increase of patients with dengue
fever symptoms, Dr Collin
Bullard, Chief of Service for the
Accident and Emergency at
Princess Margaret Hospital
(PHM), said there has been
some “outbreak” but results are
needed to confirm what type of
viral illness is being experienced.

“What we are seeing here at
PHM,” he said, “is a lot of
patients presenting with symp-
toms that are consistent with
dengue fever – it has been in
the hundreds, 70 to 100 people a
day presenting with these symp-
toms.”

“There has been a definite
increase in the number and it is
hard to say where this is going
and we have reached the peak
of this outbreak, but right now
we are seeing a significant num-
ber of cases,” said Dr Bullard.

According to Dr Bullard
dengue fever is a viral illness

transmitted by mosquitos, which
cannot be spread from person
to person.

He continued that symptoms
include fever, headache, chills,
eye pain and general body and
muscle aches, similar to that of
the flu.

Because the accident and
emergency department is
becoming “overwhelmed” with
the number of patients it
receives on a daily basis, Dr
Bullard said he is encouraging
the public to go to their local
clinics for treatment.

“Accident and emergency is a
very busy place as it is and this
on top of that has just com-
pounded a problem,” Dr
Bullard said.

While awaiting blood test
results patients are being diag-
nosed with acute viral illness
based on their clinical presen-
tations.

Increasing from the two cases
of dengue fever confirmed by
the Minister of Health in a press
conference last week, Dr
Bullard said there have been 34
confirmed cases and another 80
blood samples have been sent

Doctor says hundreds
showing signs of an
unconfirmed viral illness
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Debt$AVER 30 Day No PaySend your loan on vacation!

Qualify for a Debt$AVER CONSOLIDATION 
LOAN and get a 30 Day payment holiday 
and a built-in Savings Plan

READ JOHN MARQUIS
MEMORIES OF WISDOM AND ‘LEILAGATE’

SEE PAGE FIVE

‘Dengue fever’
symptoms rise

SEE page nine

By SANCHESKA BROWN

A SUBSTANTIAL
increase in the price phone
card vendors pay for their
cards is expected to have a
dramatic affect on the
phone card industry.

Yesterday, BTC execu-
tives said they had
increased the rates at which
they sell cards to whole-
salers – which in turn
caused wholesalers to
increase the price for retail-
ers, significantly reducing
their profit margin.

Vendors fear that this,

VENDORS FACING
RISE IN RATES FOR
PHONE CARDS

SEE page nine

THE police insiders respon-
sible for leaking the graphic
crime scene photos of Nellie
Mae Brown-Cox will soon have
to face decision day, said Com-
missioner of Police Ellison
Greenslade, on a radio talk
show yesterday.

Nellie Mae Brown, former
president of the Bahamas Heart
Association, was brutally mur-

dered earlier this year. The
body of 42-year-old Ms Brown
was found in an apartment
complex on Bougainvillea
Boulevard, South Beach. In the
midst of the investigation, the
police report into her death sur-
faced online.

Mr Greenslade confirmed

By SANCHESKA BROWN

THE country’s latest
murder victim used his last
breath to identify his attack-
er and describe the circum-
stances  leading up to his
death.

Police say Michael Mac-
intosh, 20 , was still con-
scious and responsive when
police arrived on the scene,
Sunday morning. 

Macintosh died in
Princess Margaret Hospital
eight hours after he was
shot in the right arm and
abdomen, by a man he told
police he knew very well.

According to a source,
Macintosh described the

SEE page nine

MURDER VICTIM
IDENTIFIED HIS
ATTACKER WITH
LAST BREATH

POLICE WHO LEAKED CRIME SCENE PHOTOS
‘WILL SOON HAVE TO FACE DECISION DAY’

By TANEKA 
THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

BRANVILLE McCartney
is "pandering" to xenopho-
bic fears over illegal immi-
gration in an effort to gain
the support of the country's
voter base, said former Cab-
inet Minister George Smith. 

His comments came after
Mr McCartney said that he
will fight to change the coun-
try's constitution so that chil-
dren born here to illegal
immigrants will not be eligi-
ble for Bahamian citizenship.

Mr McCartney, leader of
newly formed third party the
Democratic National

SEE page nine

FORMER MINISTER
CLAIMS BRANVILLE
‘PANDERING’ TO
FEARS OVER ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION

CHARGED WITH DOUBLE MURDER

SEE page nine COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
Ellison Greenslade

CHARGED: 30-year-old Serrano
Adderley outside of court yester-
day. He is accused of killing
Alwayne Nathaniel Leslie, 28, of
Kingston, Jamaica and Kevin
Antonio Forbes, 40, of Miller's
Heights, off Carmichael Road.

• SEE PAGE THREE Tim Clarke/Tribune staff
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CLAIMING the FNM and
the PLP are "cut from the
same cloth", lawyer and for-
mer journalist Alex Morley
has entered the political arena
and plans to vie for the
Englerston seat as an inde-
pendent candidate.

Mr Morley will face off
against Glenys Hanna-Martin
in the PLP stronghold, as well
as a yet to be named FNM
candidate.

In a statement on his web-
site, BlackFood.org, Mr Mor-
ley wrote: "Cries for change
can be heard all over the
Bahamas and that cry is just as
loud in Englerston. Not just
any kind of change but revo-

lutionary change that is based
on revolutionary politics and a
revolutionary plan of action
that will  take us out of
decades of political, economic,
social, and cultural stagna-
tion."

Mr Morley’s venture into
politics was inspired by a
mounting dissatisfaction over
the hardships his childhood
community has endured. Since
his return from law school six
years ago, Mr Morley said, he
has endeavored to improve
social conditions in the area
in his "own small way",
through legal counselling and
community events.

His statement read: "The

people of Englerston live in
the belly of this city and it is a
fact that you experience a life
of constant misery and strug-
gle. Many nights people of this
community go to bed hungry.
Unemployment is rampant. 

"There are no institutions
in the community that nurture
and encourage the youth.
There is no economic devel-
opment plan for the commu-
nity. Yet, it seems as if the
government is only interested
in buying more guns and vehi-
cles for the police to terrorise
the people."

According to the statement,
Mr Morley’s platform will tar-
get economic development,

law enforcement, education,
citizenship rights and com-
munity resources.

The statement read:
"There is no doubt that the
government, under the mis-
leadership of the FNM, has
failed us all and the so-called
opposition, the PLP, has
proven itself to be cut from
the same cloth. Neither has
shown itself to be
about the people
of Engler-
ston."

By SANCHESKA BROWN

SOCIAL activist Rodney Mon-
cur said the government is com-
mitting “environmental racism”
by filling in a portion of Big
Pond for the New Providence
Road Improvement project.

Mr Moncur’s comments came
weeks after  the government
began using quarry to fill in a
section of the pond for a new
road.  The road wil l  connect
Cordeaux Avenue to Thompson
Blvd and will require the use of a
significant portion of the pond.

Mr Moncur said: “Since they
began dumping the quarry in the
pond, all the ducks have gone
and the birds aren’t there any-
more ei ther .  The water  i s  a
murky brown colour and resi-
dents no longer have access to
the site. Just last year, residents
cleaned the ponds on their own.
They took all the garbage out
and planted trees and grass in
their own time. 

“Mr Earl Deveaux, environ-
ment minister, after seeing what
they had done, gave a few of the
men a contract to complete the
work.”

Mr Moncur admitted that

while he is not an expert on envi-
ronmental matters, it does not
take a genius to see the negative
impact the road works are having
on the environment.

Shenique Albury, environ-
mental specialist assigned to the
Ministry of Public Works and
Transport, admitted the road
work will cause some damage but
said that they are building a
green space as “environmental
compensation.”

“We hope,” she said, “to install
a boardwalk with a viewing point
for persons who want to bird
watch or look at the fish in the
water similar to what Bahamas
National Trust has done at Bone
Fish Pond. It will be to enhance
the experience so people can

have a viewpoint that’s over the
water and get closer views of
wildlife. We don’t intend to do
much to the water. 

“We don’t want to disturb the
sediments. There has been some
dumping and we intend to take
up the things that are on the sur-
face.”

At a press conference last year,
Public Works and Transport
Minister Neko Grant explained
that the loan proposal for the
New Providence Road Improve-
ment Project stipulates that the
Big Pond area is to be “restored
and protected as an urban open
space, for the mitigation of any
potential negative environmen-
tal impacts that may arise from
the project  implementation,

operation and maintenance.”
Despite  the government’s

promise to enhance the area,
some residents believe they will
do more harm than good. The
issue also raised concerns among
Facebook users who expressed
shock and anger that the gov-
ernment is  bui lding a  road
through what should be a pro-
tected wetland.

Mr Moncur said the govern-
ment is taking advantage of the
fact that the pond is located in an
urban area. In fact, he said, if
more “white people” lived there,
the wetland would never have
been destroyed.

“One needs only to visit and
examine what is taking place to
see that it is not right,” he said.

LAWYER and former journalist Alex Morley 

LAWYER PLANS TO RUN AS INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE

THE GOVERNMENT has begun to use quarry
to fill in a section of Big Pond for a new
road. The road will connect Cordeaux
Avenue to Thompson Blvd and will require
the use of a significant portion of the pond.

LOUISVILLE, Ky. 
Associated Press

AN AIRLINE says it
will begin a $99 nonstop
flight from Louisville to a
Caribbean island later this
year.

Vision Airlines says
there will be two weekly
departures from Louisville
International Airport to
Grand Bahama Island
beginning Nov. 3. The
flights on a 148-seat Boe-
ing 737 will take off at 7
p.m. on Thursdays and 3:35
p.m. on Sundays.

The airline also runs
nonstop flights from
Louisville to Atlanta, Des-
tin and Fort Lauderdale in
Florida.

The airline said in a
statement that in the past,
travel to Grand Bahama
Island from Kentucky had
been expensive and time-
consuming.

AIRLINE 
TO OFFER
LOUISVILLE
FLIGHT TO
BAHAMAS

Govt filling
part of Big
Pond for
road project

 



    

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A man went
on a hunger strike on Monday at
Police Headquarters, demanding
justice regarding a complaint he
had filed some six weeks ago with
the police.

Alpha Celestin, a local farmer,
is claiming that police officers had
allegedly given permission to a
scrap metal dealer to ship out a
container with more than
$100,000 worth of equipment that
was reportedly stolen from his
property.  Standing outside
the Gerald Bartlette Police Head-
quarters, Celestin told members
of the media that he is willing to
stay there as long as it takes until
the matter is resolved.

“Justice has failed me… and
so I am prepared to stay here and
die here if that’s what it takes,” he
said.

Celestin, who operates a farm
and uses heavy equipment,
reported to police that a large
amount of equipment parts had
been stolen from his farm on
Grand Bahama Highway.  “I was
out of the island for two weeks
and when I came back I found
that they raided me,” he said.

After making a complaint to
police he learned that one man
had been arrested in connection
with the matter.

“I went down and looked at
the stuff the guy had on his truck
but the equipment was not mine,
and I told police that the stuff did
not belong to me,” Celestin said.

Several days later, Celestin
discovered that his equipment

was at a scrap yard and contacted
the police.

He said two police officers
came out to investigate. He
claims the officers allowed him
to retrieve some of his equip-
ment, but not all. “I went to offi-
cer Daniels and they wrote an
agreement which stated that I
would have to pay $1,000 to
offload the container to see if the
rest of the my stuff was there.

“I agreed, but when I returned
the scrap metal operator told me
he had gotten orders from the
police to ship the container.” 

Mr Celestin said his equip-
ment is gone and no one has been
arrested. “The value of equip-
ment and parts that were stolen is
over $100,000. It has been four
weeks now and nothing has been
done,” he said.

Mr Celestin believes a son of a
senior police official might have
been involved. 

Supt Macktavius Daniels, offi-
cer in charge of Central Police
Station, said police investigations
are continuing.

He said two persons were tak-
en into custody and questioned in
connection with the matter.  “Mr
Celestin came in and said to us he
don’t want to proceed against a
particular person we were ques-
tioning. We advised him not to
interfere with the investigation.

“I am advised that a former
inspector son and Mr Celestin
had some sort of involvement; he
knows them. That person was
arrested, questioned and released
because there was no evidence.”

Mr Celestin said this is the sec-
ond time that equipment has
been stolen from his farm. He is

very upset about how he was
treated by police.

“They (the Police) behaving
like I am the criminal,” he said.
Mr Celestin is demanding justice
from the police.

“I want those persons involved
arrested and charged, and the
police officers who had given the
orders for the container to be
shipped dealt with,” he said.  Mr
Celestin believes the scrape met-
al business needs to be properly
regulated. “I don’t want to stop
anyone’s lifestyle, but something
needs to be done by the authori-
ties,” he said.

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE MOTHER of a bedridden teenager is at
her wit's end as she fears her son is wasting away at
the Princess Margaret Hospital. 

Jacqueline Ford believes that her son Renaldo's
dramatic weight loss and recent insomnia are direct-
ly related to his inactivity.

Ms Ford said: "My concern is his happiness; he
would be more contented if I bring him home, but
if the doctors are not paying attention to him in [the
hospital], what happens if he comes home? I feel
like they are delinquent in there with him now,
and it would be worse if I bring him home."

At 16, Renaldo was thrown from his mother's car
when a truck hit the passenger side, where Renal-
do was seated.

Last month, The Tribune featured Renaldo's
appeal for more physiotherapy as he believed his
physical potential was being under-explored.

From his small corner of the ward, Renaldo
spoke of his plans to go back to school to study auto
building, design and mechanics.

Over the course of his treatment, the nursing
staff have become a second family to Renaldo and
his mom; however, Ms Ford maintains that her
confidence in the quality of care has been repeatedly
challenged due to poor communication from his
physicians. She believes the hospital's actions thus
far and Renaldo's subsequent progress are the
result of her consistent pressure. Now entering his
third year in hospital, he has made dramatic
improvements and is scheduled to be transferred to
the Intensive Care Unit to be weaned off his ven-

tilator. The directive was outlined in a medical
report on April 28; however, Renaldo hasn't been
moved as yet.

Renaldo has been able to leave the ward and vis-
it his home several times; however, each visit is
incredibly expensive as he requires the care of spe-
cialised nurses. Ms Ford said: "To bring him out, he
still needs nursing care. If we can get him to go
straight [to the US] from PMH it would be better
financially because the hospital doesn't supply
everything he needs now, there are medicine and
supplements that I have to buy."

Mrs Ford is convinced that Renaldo, initially
diagnosed as being permanently paralysed, may
have a chance of regaining the use of his legs and
even upper his body with further medical treat-
ment and rehabilitation in the United States.

The concerned mother in the process of obtain-
ing a cost estimate from Jackson Memorial Hospi-
tal, after waiting for necessary documentation from
PMH since last year.

Ms Ford said: "My heart is breaking for Renaldo,
my thing is, if they were working with Renaldo
more he would have been further but they gave up
on him from day one.

"If it wasn't on me to be on them to check my
son, he would have been dead. They are only doing
what they can to quiet me. I know resources may be
limited but at least make a step - at least until I can
get him to [a US hospital]. This is my only child.
He's a positive young man, he can be the next
prime minister. He's an awesome young man."

Ms Ford can be reached at 393-5379 or 468-2195,
and Renaldo can be reached directly through his
FaceBook account under the name "Renaldo
IBeReal Gibson.

By LAMECH JOHNSON

A MAN was arraigned in
Magistrates Court yesterday
in connection with a double
murder earlier this month.

Serrano Adderley, 30, of
Montgomery Avenue off
Cowpen Road, appeared
before Chief Magistrate
Roger Gomez in Court 1,
Bank Lane on two charges of
murder.

He is accused of killing
Alwayne Nathaniel Leslie, 28,
of Kingston, Jamaica and
Kevin Antonio Forbes, 40, of
Miller's Heights, off
Carmichael Road on Tuesday,
July 12. 

Adderley, who shook his
head both times when Chief
Magistrate Gomez asked if he
understood the charges, was
not required to enter a plea.

He will be served a Volun-
tary Bill of Indictment on
September 13 in Court 1,
which will send the case to the
Supreme Court.

Adderley has been remand-
ed to Her Majesty’s Prison,
Fox Hill.
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MOTHER FEARS BEDRIDDEN SON IS WASTING AWAY MAN FACES TWO MURDER CHARGES

MAN ON HUNGER STRIKE AT POLICE HQ

SERRANO ADDERLEY, 30

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff

JACQUELINE FORD sits
with her 18-year-old son
Renaldo Gibson during an
interview with The Tribune
yesterday. 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Do we have a Child Sup-
port Act? 

If the laws exist, they must
be enforced. 

If the laws don’t exist, the
child support act must be
amended. 

Child support laws and
enforcement, first we must
recognize the need and then
put laws in place to execute
the law to its fullest to meet
that need. I’ve looked at the
law we have in place now and
all I can say is it’s too nebu-
lous and abstract in its lan-
guage. How much longer are
we going to play kick the can
when it comes to child sup-
port?

For too long now, we’ve
been shamefully ignoring the
fact that our children are fail-
ing and suffering from the
lack of monetary support
from their non-custodial par-
ent. I am often asked to help,
therefore often faced with the
anger, frustration mostly by
mothers trying to make a
$1.00 do what $50.00 cannot
do.

It is estimated that there
are 65 per cent to 70 per cent
of families in our country who
are not getting the child sup-
port they deserve. That is not
only a shame on the
fathers/mothers, but a shame
on our Bahamian society.

For far too long political
parties, governments, pastors,
priests, and rabbis have kept
silent about this shameful act
inflicted upon our children,
thereby making it nearly
impossible for a single moth-
er/father to supply a
child/children with their daily
nutritional, educational, cloth-
ing and spiritual needs.

How can we expect to cre-
ate a better society, if we
don’t hold men and women
responsible for their actions
where children are concerned.
In our Bahamian society,
there are too many young and
old men walking around beat-
ing on their chests bragging
about how many children
they have fathered. Howev-
er, if you were to ask the
question, “What did your
child have for breakfast?“ the
chest beating stops. How
many of your children do you
help with their home work?
The chest beating stops. How
many of you pay child sup-
port? The chest beating stops.

How many of you take care
of your children if their moth-
ers are at work? The chest
beating stops. How many of
you know your child’s school
teacher? The chest beating

stops.
This circle, this kind of

behavior must come to an
end. We know from the men-
tality, the pattern of behav-
iour and from looking at our
own history, most non-custo-
dial parents rarely voluntarily
do the right thing. Therefore,
we must have laws to scare,
intimidate, steer, and to pun-
ish this kind of behaviour.
Keeping in mind and fully
understanding that it is a slip-
pery slope when legislators
try to legislate morality. How-
ever, sometimes a line in the
sand must be drawn, declaring
what is forbidden in our
Bahamian society when it
comes to our children.

Permit me to digress,
another question: Do we have
a public decency law? If we
don’t have such a law, we des-
perately need one. Again,
keeping in mind that slippery
slope when we try to legislate
morality. However, when you
are out in a public forum with
your children/family, no one
should have the right to blast
obscene and sexually explicit
lyrics, especially where chil-
dren are known to be present.
We have a generation of
young people in the Bahamas
who don’t know, don’t care
and don’t have the moral for-
titude to do what they know is
right.

The Bahamas Child Sup-
port Act, BCSA is supposed
to do just that, draw a line in
the sand. Whenever you
engage in the actions that cre-
ate life, and thereby creating
life, you will by the laws of
the land be responsible finan-
cially, up to the age 18, for
that life.

One of the biggest miscon-
ceptions is that it’s only non-
professional men who don’t
support their children finan-
cially, however, for whatever
reason, a great number of
non-custodial professional
men, yes, men who are able
to, but refuse to support their
children. Why?

After questioning, listening
and investigating, here are
some of the reasons behind
ducking and dodging child
support.

1) I am not sure the child is
mine

2) I am not working
3) She told me she was on

birth control
4) I told her to get an abor-

tion
5) I can’t make children
6) I never had sex with her
7) I am married
If this country, we say we

love and call a Christian
nation, is to ever get back on
the road to prosperity, we
need to start with making
men and women face the con-
sequences for their decisions
and take responsibility for
their actions. I am the last
person to hold the moral
whip, however, all I ask is for
us to look at the right and
wrong of this situation for the
children’s sake. No man or
woman is a perfect parent,
however we all, who are par-
ents, have the moral and legal
obligation and responsibility
to do all from birth to age 18
to make our children ready
for the world.

Some try to say it is not a
political subject, however, I
beg to differ.

It is the politician’s job to
recognize and act according
to the consensus of the nation.
A Commonwealth nation = a
nation ruled by the people of
that nation. Yes, we elect men
and women to run the
nation’s day-to-day affairs.
However, laws and moralities
are based on our beliefs and
the foundation of our beliefs
are from Christianity.

Here we are again, at the
doorsteps of another general
election. I applaud everyone,
especially mothers who are
on the frontline of this war,
to make child support one of
the relevant discussions they
have with any man or woman
who seeks their vote in this
upcoming election.

We should right now, start
implementing laws that are

based on the premise that
children, not the parent, have
a right to the care and sup-
port of their parents. When a
mother/father files a com-
plaint, and the courts set a
child support payment plan,
it should not be left to the cus-
todial parent to collect from
the non-custodial parent. We
know that in some incidents,
parent to parent child support
payments will be made. How-
ever, this must be done in a
professional and business like
manner. When a payment of
cash is made from one parent
to another parent, a receipt
must be given to the payee as
proof of child support pay-
ment.

We know for a fact, that
some custodial parents can be
very vindictive, so here’s a lit-
tle advice mostly for men. No
matter what you do for your
child/children, get a receipt
and keep very good records.
If you did your part with a
doctor’s bill, dentist’s bill,
school fees and supplies,
house bills and food, get
copies of the bills for you files.
Also, what days/nights you
had physical possession of
your child/children— keep a
record.

If you did not know, none
of the above has anything to
do with your court ordered
child support payments. How-
ever, if you were ever taken to
court, this will show that you
were assisting financially and
spending quality time with
your child/children. A non-
custodial parent cannot use
any of the above as an excuse
for not paying child support
that was ordered by the court.

Once again, if the laws are
on the books, why are they
not being enforced? We can
do something today by pick-
ing up the phone and calling
our MPs and demanding
action now on this very
important matter.

Men’s misconceptions 
1) Far too often, and this is

more a problem with men
than women because a
woman has usually moved on
with her life, the father of the
child, refuses to help mone-
tarily.

2) The father feels if he
gives financial support to his
child, he can still have sex
with the mother. (wrong)

3) The father thinks he can
come to the house/apartment
anytime he wishes. (wrong)

I am not a lawyer, there-
fore I will let the lawyers put
this in the correct legal lan-
guage.

Bahamas Child Support
Law (BCSL) 

A. When a child is born out
of wedlock, paternity is
mandatory.

B. Set amount to be paid
by non-custodial parent, and
the rate of increase.

C. Once a court hands
down a monetary judgment,
automatic deduction by
employers must take place,

D. Setup a child support
collection department on
every island with a popula-
tion of 200 children or more.

E. Offices to locate parents,
their employers, and/or their
assets.

No matter where the non-
custodial parent lives, the
Bahamas Child Support
Offices (BCSO) will find and
enforce the law.

Termination of Child Sup-
port: Non-custodial parent
will support the child/children
until said child/children reach
the age of 18.

Statute of Limitations:
There will be no statute of
limitations on child support.

Enforcement 
“With a court order” 
1) Intercepting pay

cheques, no matter where you
are

2) Seizure of vehicles
3) Seizure of real estate
4) Seizure of bank accounts
5) Seizure of other person-

al property.
6) If you are unemployed,

two weeks to find work or
you will work in jail.

This is just the beginning of
my thoughts on this matter.

We can do better, because
we are better.

LEWIS E ASTWOOD Jr
Nassau,
July, 2011.
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IT SEEMS so unfair that Norway should
become a target of terrorism. Once the
scourge of Europe, when Vikings pillaged
their way across the continent, Norway is
the world's number one exporter of peace
and reconciliation. Wherever there is a con-
flict you may find a Norwegian up to his
elbows trying to solve it.

For a country of only 5 million, Norway –
home to the Nobel Peace Prize – punches
way above its weight in the humanitarian
arena, which makes last week's terrorist
attack that killed 76 people so jarring.

Norway's best-known peace effort was
the Oslo Accords of 1993, when representa-
tives of the Israeli government and the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization met official-
ly for the first time, in secret, with Norway as
facilitator. The resulting agreement, which
was supposed to lead to a Palestinian state,
was signed in Washington by Yasser Arafat
and Yitzhak Rabin under the benevolent
gaze of President Clinton.

''We gradually saw the peace process stall
and the enemies of reconciliation win," said
Jan Egeland, a former diplomat and now
director of the Norwegian Institute of Inter-
national Affairs. He said there were "strong
anti-peace forces among Israelis and Pales-
tinians alike." But the Oslo Accords still
remain a blueprint for future efforts.

Other peace-facilitating efforts have
included Sudan, Sri Lanka, Cyprus, and the
Caucasus. "We failed more often than we
succeeded," said Egeland. Still, he had the
satisfaction of seeing a Guatemalan cease-
fire agreement signed in Oslo's town hall.

Not that Norwegians can't be counted
on in a fight. Norway is a NATO member.
There is a Norwegian contingent in Kabul,
and Norwegian war planes were involved
over Libya. But peace-keeping efforts always
trump going to war as far as the Norwegians
are concerned.

How did this all come to pass? First,
Norway used to be one of the poorest coun-
tries in Europe, until North Sea oil made it
one of the richest. 

But an egalitarian spirit still prevails from
the days when poverty enforced it. 

Today, a strong Labour movement and
one of the highest tax rates in Europe, as
well as an efficient welfare system, does the
enforcing.

Lutheran guilt about their recent good

fortune inhibits any desire to show off
wealth, Norwegians say.

Secondly, modern Norway never had an
empire, and achieved its independence from
Sweden only in 1905. 

Norwegian missionaries were to be found
in all the world, and today, with the secu-
larization of the missionary spirit, Norwegian
zeal has been channeled more into saving
bodies than souls. 

"Norwegians have always had sympathy
for the downtrodden," said Morten Wet-
land, Norway's ambassador to the United
Nations.

No discussion of Norway, or its humani-
tarian record, would be complete without
reference to the extraordinary explorer, sci-
entist, diplomat, and Nobel Prize winner,
Fridtjof Nansen. 

He died in 1930 at 68, but not before leav-
ing an indelible record of achievement. 

A champion athlete, he gained fame as
an Arctic explorer before he turned to
marine biology, contributing to our under-
standing of neurology.

Nansen was involved with Norway's sep-
aration from Sweden, and played a major
role in persuading Denmark's Prince Charles
to accept the newly vacant throne of Nor-
way.

As High Commissioner for Refugees,
Nansen was in charge of the great wash of
humanity turned over by World War I.
"Never in my life have I been brought into
touch with so formidable an amount of suf-
fering," he said, and he went to work.
Nansen devised the "Nansen Passport" for
stateless persons, which allowed thousands of
paperless exiles to travel. Artist Marc Cha-
gall and musician Igor Stravinsky were
among the beneficiaries.

Nansen devised the great population
exchange between Turkey and Greece, after
their war in 1922, and won the Nobel Peace
Prize for his efforts. 

In 1938, the office he founded, the Nansen
International Office of Refugees, also won
Nobel's most prestigious prize.

Bringing peace and conflict resolution is
part of Norway's national DNA.

Still, not even the best intentions can inoc-
ulate a country from mass murder, the
scourge of the 21st century.

(This article was written by H.D.S. Green-
way of Boston Globe).

Child Support
Act – amend it
or enforce it
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Norway – number one exporter of peace

NOTICE is hereby given that CHIGUARDE MEME of
Grand Cay, Abaco, Bahamas is applying to the Minister 
responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/
naturalization as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any 
person who knows any reason why registration/ naturalization
should not be granted, should send a written and signed 
statement of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 26th
day of JULY 2011 to the Minister responsible for Nationality 
and Citizenship, P.O.Box N-7147, Nassau, Bahamas.

NOTICE



IT seems ridiculous that
the names Rupert Mur-
doch and Neville Wisdom
should even be mentioned
in the same sentence. Yet
the News of the World
hacking scandal brought
back memories of a
momentous day when the
former PLP Cabinet min-
ister was trapped by voice-
mail – not by a snooping
journalist, but his own
inability to use a telephone
properly…

By JOHN MARQUIS

REMEMBER that
wonderful story

about former Cabinet minis-
ter Neville Wisdom, when he
unwittingly left a series of
condescending remarks on
The Tribune’s voicemail?
Under the headline “The
Unwise Words of Wisdom”, it
reported a revealing conver-
sation between himself and
his permanent secretary, dur-
ing which he adopted a very
lofty and dismissive attitude
towards the press.

Mr Wisdom told his per-
manent secretary, in effect,
that a Tribune reporter who
had just called him for infor-
mation was impertinent to ask
searching questions of such
an important personage as
himself, and that such lowly
folk really had no right to
speak to him at all.

What Mr Wisdom did not
realise at the time was that
his telephone was still linked
to The Tribune’s voicemail
and that the reporter in ques-
tion would come into the
office the following morning
to find himself the subject of
dismissive asides from the
honourable minister and his
departmental boss.

The incident became
known as “Leilagate” because
“Leila” was the name of the
permanent secretary involved.
And it was significant because
it demonstrated more clearly
than a volume bigger than
War and Peace that the PLP,
once in power, was utterly
contemptuous of the people
who put them there.

When The Tribune pub-
lished the text of the
exchange, and rightly berat-
ed Wisdom for his inexcus-
able attitude, all the usual sus-
pects crawled out of the
woodwork to take the paper
to task.

At their head, unsurpris-
ingly, was Mad Mitch the Fox
Hill fantasist, who said The
Tribune was engaging in ille-
gal activities by hacking into
other people’s conversations,
and that it was conceivable
that the editor and reporter
might be getting a call from
the criminal investigation
department.

What Fred Mitchell had

chosen to overlook was that
his ministerial colleague’s
indiscretions were not over-
heard as a result of any tele-
phonic snooping on our part,
but because of naïve Neville’s
inability to operate his tele-
phone equipment properly.

It was not our under-hand-
edness that led to such embar-
rassing disclosures, but the
cack-handedness of Mr Wis-
dom himself, whose alleged
social and intellectual superi-
ority did not extend to replac-
ing a telephone receiver on
its cradle without making a
total hash of it.

I have been reminded of
Leilagate in recent times
because of the News of the
World hacking scandal and
the public humiliation of the
mightiest press mogul in the
world, Rupert Murdoch.

For those who might have
missed it, the saga centred on
allegations – now accepted as
being true – that Murdoch
minions in London had been
hacking into the mobile
phones of politicians, celebri-

ties and other high-profile
people to glean the kind of
scurrilous material that makes
the tabloids tick.

There is no doubt that the
sleazier end of Fleet Street
has resorted to devious tac-
tics for generations. Surveil-
lance and entrapment have
long been used to expose drug
dealers, paedophiles, errant
politicians, bent policemen
and other lowlife for what has
generally been seen as the
public good.

In recent months, the News
of the World – by using
underhand methods –
exposed the Duchess of York
as she tried to sell access to
her former husband, Prince
Andrew, for £500,000. It
would have been no good
their reporters asking the
Duchess: “Did you do it?”
The answer would probably
have been “No.”

So they dressed up a
reporter as a dodgy foreign
businessman and caught the
Duchess on videotape. That’s
what tabloids do.

However, the phone-hack-
ing scandal broke the bounds
because the News of the
World was targeting scores of
people in a wide-ranging trawl
for damaging information. It
was breach of privacy on a
large scale.

And their investigators
went right over the top when
they hacked into the voice-
mail of schoolgirl murder vic-
tim Milly Dowler, who had
gone missing and was the sub-
ject of a major police search at
the time.

Unforgiveably, the investi-
gator in question was wiping
messages off Milly’s voicemail
to make room for incoming
calls, thus creating the illusion
she was still alive, deepening
her family’s distress when her
remains were subsequently
found.

It was a classic example of a
tabloid culture gone wild.

So what has all this got to
do with the Bahamas?

Well, the fall-out from the
hacking scandal demonstrated
perfectly the dangers involved

when leading press figures get
too close to leading politi-
cians. 

The likes of David
Cameron, Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown were so close
to mighty Murdoch and his
senior staff that they broke
bread and supped wine
together far too often for the
public good.

Blair, when he became
prime minister, was so keen to
ingratiate himself with the
Australian Sun King that he
flew all the way down under
to pay homage to rapacious
Rupert on his own turf.

Only days before the hack-
ing scandal erupted, David
Cameron and his wife were
dining with the flame-haired
boss of Murdoch’s British
empire, Rebekah Brooks,
who happened to be editor of
the News of the World when
the Milly Dowler outrage
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AT LARGE

THE HACKING SCANDAL BRINGS BACK 
MEMORIES OF WISDOM AND ‘LEILAGATE’

SEE page eight

ABOVE: Former Cabinet 
Minister Neville Wisdom.

LEFT: Rupert Murdoch 
giving evidence to a House of
Commons Committe. (AP)
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THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS

Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

Faculty Vacancy
The College of the Bahamas invites applications from suitably qualified persons
for the following vacancy:

Part-time Lecturer, French, responsible for teaching French at the beginners and
intermediate levels. The ideal candidate will have a strong commitment to teach-
ing undergraduate students; evidence of excellence in teaching and creative/inno-
vative pedagogies; knowledge of current trends in pedagogy; skills in course
development and implementation. Applicants should possess at least a master’s
degree from an accredited institution with five years of teaching experience.
However candidates with a bachelor’s degree and near native speaker fluency
may also be considered. 

Interested candidates should submit an application letter, completed application
form which may be downloaded from: www.cob.edu.bs/hrprofile a detailed cur-
riculum vitae, copies of College transcripts and names and contact information for
at least three (3) professional references. Applications will not be considered
without the complete package which should be submitted to: 

The College of the Bahamas, Human Resources Department, P. O. Box N-4912,
Poinciana Drive & Thompson Boulevard, Nassau, Bahamas. Attention:  Renee
Mayers, Associate Vice President, Human Resources or email:
hrapply@cob.edu.bs by Monday, August 8th.

JUNKANOO
SUMMER
FEST
The Ministry of Tourism held its Summer
Junkanoo Fest at Arawak Cay on Saturday. 
The event will conclude next weekend.
Photos by: Felipé Major/Tribune Staff

     



By INIGO ‘NAUGHTY’
ZENICAZELAYA

REMEMBER those
scenes in television shows
where two women showed
up to an event in the exact
same outfit—to the chagrin
of them both—and one
insisted she needed to go
home and change?

Well I’ll be honest, as a
man I never got what all
the fuss was about. So you
decided to wear the same
clothes as someone else,
big deal! We men are used
to seeing our buddies dress
similar to us (especially
when it comes time to root
for our favourite sports
teams) and usually show-
ing up in the same jersey
is considered a unifying
event.  Male bonding, I
think it’s called. And not

once does either guy com-
plain or entertain the
notion of “changing out-
fits.”

Of course, with women
it is a completely different
story. 

A few months back I
had the misfortune of suf-
fering through a two hour
tirade—courtesy of my
lovely wife—because one
of her friends had the
audacity to show up to a
party wearing the exact
same pair of shoes she was

wearing. Shoes!
To me, this was no big

deal.   But—sensing I was
not enthusiastically getting
her point—my wife
explained to me (in
painstaking detail) that she
and this  “treacherous
heifer” had gone shopping
together and the friend in
question watched her buy
these shoes and knew she
would be wearing them to
this party.

My response: So? Isn’t
imitation the sincerest form

of flattery?
Apparently, it is not. To

hear my wife tell it, you
would think she had been
spied on by Interpol and
her “intellectual property”
(her words, not mine) had
been stolen. She had seen
the shoes first, bought the
shoes first, conceptualized
wearing the shoes first, so
there you have it.

Now, upon further
examination—at her non-
stop insistence—I have to
admit the shoes in question
were not your regular set
of black pumps. They were
colourful contraptions with
straps everywhere,
attached to ankle injuring
four-inch heels.  Quite
unique looking; except not
at that particular party. 

This whole episode got
the comedian in me think-

ing: When is biting (collo-
quialism for copying some-
one’s style) acceptable and
unacceptable?

If you happen to be a
member of a set of twins
(identicals only, please)
then go ahead and dress
alike.  Let’s  be honest,
everyone loves those Dou-
blemint girls.

If your neighbour just
bought a brand new car
that you just love, purchas-
ing that same vehicle, only
in a different colour, is
unacceptable.

If you happen to be a
member of an exclusive
group (Army, Defence
Force, Police Force, Rasta-
farians or Circus Clowns)
then biting your fellow
member’s garb is manda-
tory and therefore accept-
able. 

If you’re a church diva
whose hat was dwarfed by
another member’s gargan-
tuan brim, upgrading to the
same satellite-sized fedora
for the following week is
totally unacceptable. (Sor-
ry ladies, but sometimes I
like to see who is deliver-
ing the sermon from the
pulpit).

If your college Math
Final is  ki l l ing your
chances of actually gradu-
ating, and you happen to
be sitting next to a kid with
an extremely high IQ, well,
you know what to do.

I guess what I’m trying
to say is in a world where
just about everything can
be Xeroxed, copied, cut
and pasted,  sometimes
there’s nothing better than
a good old-fashioned orig-
inal!

occurred.
It was partly because of

her labyrinthine social con-
nections – and her personal
closeness to Murdoch him-
self – that Brooks survived
so long while the scandal
gathered momentum. And
it was because Murdoch and
Britain’s leaders were so
closely involved at a per-
sonal level that the full hor-
ror of this case took so long
to emerge.

When Murdoch closed
the News of the World in a
desperate bid to dampen
down the crisis, a journalist
quipped memorably:

“He axed the wrong red-
top” – a reference to Ms
Brooks’ copper-coloured
pre-Raphaelite hairstyle.

In the end, after much
stalling and prevarication,

Brooks was obliged to
resign – and Murdoch was
left to prostrate himself
before Milly Dowler’s fam-
ily in the most extraordinary
mea culpa I have ever seen
from such a powerful figure.

The Murdoch family, hav-
ing played hardball in the
early stages of this scandal,
realised too late that what
had initially seemed like a
relatively minor local prob-
lem was posing a major
threat to their global
empire.

The combined weight of
falling share prices and
mounting international
opprobrium was enough to
convince the once all-pow-
erful Murdoch that common
decency demanded nothing
short of abject contrition.

Inevitably, the Murdoch
empire’s transgressions have
prompted calls for press reg-
ulation, but it would be a
dark day indeed if one com-
pany’s wrongs should lead
to any further curtailment
of free expression in a coun-
try where personal liberty
no longer appears to be a
high priority.

For me, the sour after-
taste of this scandal is more
about the squalid instincts
of politicians than the ruth-
less, acquisitive nature of
Murdoch’s fiefdom.

I personally find it utterly
nauseating that leading
Labour and Tory figures

who only a few weeks ago
were falling over themselves
to suck up to Murdoch
turned like a shoal of sharks
once they tasted the taint of
his blood in the water.

Suddenly, their very good
friend Rupert – the man
whose newspapers could
make or break a party’s
chances at the polls –
became a vile pariah.

Suddenly, the man whose
favour they courted so
assiduously for so long was
an outsider to be shunned.

Having quaffed his cham-
pagne and made fortunes
from his book publishing
enterprises over many years,
Britain’s utterly shameless
political class turned on him
without so much as a blush.

As soon as it became
clear which way the wind
was blowing, this pathetic
cabal of third-raters were
scrambling over one anoth-
er to condemn a figure they
once revered.

It reminded me – not that
I needed reminding – of the
capricious nature of the
political class, a group of
people whose only dynamic
is self-interest and whose
only principle is self-preser-
vation.

Their behaviour remind-
ed me of something the late
Sir Cecil Wallace-Whitfield
used to say. He always dis-
missed those who jumped
on bandwagons as the “Me,

too” brigade, the
“comeovers” who put expe-
diency above principle
every time.

Winston Churchill might
also have captured their
true essence when he
likened the Nazis to Alsat-
ian dogs. “They’re either at
your feet or at your throat,”
he said.

Apply the same remark
to British politicians from
the two major parties, and
you have an exact impres-
sion of their treacherous
nature.

I never thought I would
ever find myself saying this,
but I actually began to feel
sorry for Murdoch as the
hacking crisis reached its
climax.

The once invincible colos-
sus of world media had sud-
denly become, in the public
mind, a shambling old
bloke with dodgy judgment
whose irresponsible min-
ions had let him down.

At a point in his life when
he ought to have been
savouring his considerable
achievements from the
comfort of his Manhattan
penthouse, he was on his
knees begging forgiveness
from an ordinary British
family who had been deeply
hurt by the excesses of his
employees. 

Those who were once
scared stiff of him are now
mocking him without mer-
cy. 

Those who might once
have quaked in his presence
are now emboldened by his
apparent vulnerability to
say things about him they
would never have uttered
in the past.

He even admitted, while
holding his head in his
hands, that he had let down
the father he adored – the
much-respected editor and
publisher Sir Keith Mur-
doch.

The world’s loudest
media voice was now
reduced to timorous
remorse.

The monolithic figure
who manipulated govern-
ments like chessboard
pawns was plunged into an
abyss of self-examination
and self-doubt.

Even the most imagina-
tive of Hollywood movie-
makers could not have pro-
duced a storyline like this.
Its improbability would
have sunk the script long
before the cameras began
to roll.

There’s a lesson in this
for all of us.

Even when you think the
world is at your feet, it
might just fall on your head.

Even the mightiest of
organisations is only as
strong as its weakest link.
The bigger you are, the
more puffed-up you feel,
the greater chance there is
of you falling on your face
in front of a guffawing
crowd.

If ever you need convinc-
ing, just think of Rupert
Murdoch. 

And, of course, the high-
and-mighty Neville Wis-
dom, who felt too impor-
tant to speak to a mere
reporter and whose political
world came crashing down.
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Is imitation truly the sincerest form of flattery?

FROM page five

The hacking scandal brings back 
memories of Wisdom and ‘Leilagate’
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off to Trinidad for testing.
Treatment for the disease is

symptomatic, as there are no
vaccines or specific cures for
dengue fever, Dr Bullard
emphasized the importance of
the public taking preventative
measures such as eliminating
large bodies of water in the
communities to decrease the
number of mosquitos in the
area.

“It is very important that
individuals take their own mea-
sures to protect themselves and
their families from getting bit
by mosquitos,” said Dr
Bullard.

According to Dr Bullard
most cases of dengue are self
limiting, meaning that the dis-
ease resolves on its own, on an
average of four to five days.

Dr Bullard added that there
are very few strains of dengue
that are deadly and can cause
the life-threatening haemor-
rhagic dengue fever, of which
no cases have been seen thus
far in the Bahamas.

For the most part, Dr
Bullard, said health authorities
are most concerned about
young children and infants
(less than a year old), patients
with heart disease and the
elderly. Health Minister Dr
Hubert Minnis said preventa-
tive measures taken by the
government are proceeding
adequately and there is no
cause for increased concern.

“I am happy with the Envi-
ronmental Health, their fog-
ging is progressing well so far
and the mosquito population
is decreasing — the public
must continue to do their part
as well,” said Dr Minnis.

Of the 32 blood results
received from Trinidad 20
were positive for dengue fever
and 12 negative, which is a
clear indication that not every-
one with viral symptoms have
the disease, said Dr Minnis.

Dengue fever is not new to
the Bahamas, Dr Minnis said.
In 1998 more than 350 and in
2004 more than 150 cases were
diagnosed. 

The Minister reiterated that
not all cases showing symp-
toms of dengue fever are nec-
essarily the disease.

that the leak came from within
the armed guard of the police
and not the civilian force. He
said he is almost ready to make
a decision on the investigation.

“We have done extremely
well (with the leak investiga-
tion). I indicated to some press
colleagues a short while back
that the file is on my desk being
carefully reviewed. I will be
making decisions very shortly,
and I will make a public pro-
nouncement once a decision is
made. I am not going to be
rushed into making a decision
until I am satisfied I have done

my due diligence. I am almost
there,” said Mr Greenslade. 

Police officers who are
found to be in breach of proto-
cols could face “severe discipli-
nary action,” including dis-
missal from the force.

Mr Greenslade also con-
firmed that police officers were
going to be assigned to schools
starting in September. He said
they would take on the role of
school liaison officers and
include their assigned schools
in their daily beat.

Also addressing the crime
problem in the country, Mr

Greenslade said the problem is
bigger than murder and armed
robbery. He said there are
many more other crimes, not
reported in the news, that tax
the police force, like conflicts
between neighbours, and pet-
ty theft.

“This morning I received a
report from the assistant chief
in Grand Bahama. He speaks
to me about people stealing
copper wires from all of the
BaTelCo installations in Grand
Bahama wherever those instal-
lations are. So our own people
are actually robbing themselves.

You are not going to commu-
nicate on your cell phones or
any other devices if you con-
tinue to rape and pillage the
phone company. 

“And then you go to the
electricity plant and you steal
their copper and you steal the
pump; and you steal the fruits
out of the yard; you steal the
windows and doors off a home
that is being built; a person goes
in and puts in windows and
doors, and people work hard
for what they own, and the next
day you go back and they are

gone, even the frames, the two
by sixes, can you imagine that?”
Mr Greenslade asked.

“What is worse, it doesn’t
disappear from the Bahamas.
You do not see them stored
anywhere. 

“There is a ready market in
the Bahamas. That two by six,
your door, your locks, whatev-
er is taken, is sold to someone
in the community who pur-
chases it and smiles and says,
keep your eye out if you see
anything else, I’d like to have
that too,” he said.

man as being in his early 20’s, slim build, around 5 foot 7
with a dark complexion. He also told police the man lived
through his corner and was a known drug peddler.

Police have not yet released the identity of the suspect, but
they have confirmed they are looking for a man in connec-
tion with the murder.

Macintosh was shot repeatedly while walking on an inner-
city track road. He was the 79th person to be murdered in
the country this year.

His death follows the killing of a man who was fatally shot
in Freeport on Friday.

As the murder toll rises police maintain they are doing
their best to search and arrest suspects.

Police are appealing for information in relation to the lat-
est murder, and anyone who may be able to assist investi-
gations should call police as a matter of urgency on 911, 919
or call Crime Stoppers anonymously on 328-TIPS (8477).

Alliance, said he will advance a refer-
endum on the issue if he is elected as
the country's next prime minister,
according to a local daily. 

Under the constitution, persons
who are born in the Bahamas to illegal
immigrants have the right to apply for
citizenship between their 18th and 19th
birthday.  

Mr Smith, a former Cabinet minister
in the Pindling administration and one
of the framers of the country's consti-
tution, dismissed this as political 
pandering to i l legal immigration 
fears.

"He's trying to pander to the xeno-
phobia of many Bahamians who want
to blame some of our social ills on
people who by virtue of their circum-
stances f ind themselves in the

Bahamas illegally. I think
that places like (squatter
settlement) Mackey Yard
probably also compound
it but the Bahamas has to
(be) mindful that many of
our ancestors have left
the Bahamas and settled
in other places and in
some instances they set-
tle illegally.

". . .But for the grace
of God we would be like
the Haitians," he added.  

Mr Smith, former rep-
resentative for Exuma,
cautioned politicians not
to fear monger for politi-
cal traction.  

"Polit ical  leaders
should never pander to ignorance and
people who are motivated by fear and
this is probably what Mr McCartney –

someone who I am fond
of – is doing," said Mr
Smith,  in response to
questions from The Tri-
bune.  

Instead, he said politi-
cians should convene a
non-partisan task force on
constitutional reform after
the dust settles from the
next general election. 

Yesterday Immigration
and Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Brent Symonette said
his former Cabinet col-
league's latest stance is
surprising. He claimed
that this policy was never
put forth by Mr McCart-
ney while he served as

junior immigration minister. 
"When I looked at the newspaper I

was amused that Mr McCartney would

suggest that having been minister of
state (of immigration) for a number
of years and never recommended that.
I'm following his immigration issues
with amusement because I know that
his views were not put forward (while
he was in office). 

"He and I had many discussions and
he (was able to) put any proposal up to
me and I would consider it and put it
forward. I don't recall (that policy)
coming from him when he was in
office," said Mr Symonette. 

Mr McCartney resigned from the
Free National Movement earlier this
year and left the Ingraham Cabinet
last year. 

Last week he told The Tribune that
he quit as a Cabinet minister because
his repeated efforts to address the
country's immigration problems were
"blocked" by "the man himself,"
Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham.

‘DENGUE FEVER’
SYMPTOMS RISE

FROM page one

coupled with the new automated cell phone
top-up system (see today’s Business Section),
against which they will have to compete, could
put many out of business.

While BTC executives would not confirm
specifics, informed sources said a $5 phone
card is now being sold to vendors at $4.88, up
from $3.65; a $10 card is being sold for $9.50,
up from $7.85; and a $20 card which previ-
ously cost $15.75 is now being sold at $19.50.

BTC executive Talbot Collie told The Tri-
bune that BTC increased the rates to them
keep in line with industry standards.

“We are reorganising the distribution net-
work and bringing our prices in line with indus-
try norm. At this time we are out of sync with
street norm in terms of the rates our whole-
salers currently enjoy. We are in the process of
re-balancing, so the rate structure has been

changed,” he said.
“The rates currently enjoyed are high for

the time the wholesalers have enjoyed it, but
now    time for increased value to the Bahami-
an public.

“In the process, some prices will go down.
But there are some instances, like this one,
where we see an increase in prices and
decrease in the discount once enjoyed by
wholesalers.”

Mr Collie stressed that the rate increases
will not affect consumers as retailers are not
allowed to increase the value of the cards.

Wholesalers have complained that the
increase will eventually put them out of busi-
ness, as they will not be able to keep up with
their bills with such small profit margins –
even though they are passing some of the loss-
es on to the retailers.

FROM page one VENDORS FACING RATES RISE
MURDER VICTIM IDENTIFIED HIS
ATTACKER WITH LAST BREATH
FROM page one

FROM page one POLICE WHO LEAKED CRIME SCENE PHOTOS

FROM page one
FORMER MINISTER CLAIMS BRANVILLE ‘PANDERING’ TO FEARS OVER ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

BRANVILLE MCCARTNEY said
that he will fight to change 
the country's constitution.

 



LONDON
Associated Press

AN AUTOPSY on singer
Amy Winehouse Monday
failed to determine what
killed the 27-year-old star,
leaving fans and family with a
weeks-long wait for the
results of toxicology tests. Her
funeral will be held Tuesday.

A family spokesman said
the private funeral "for fami-
ly and close friends" would
be held at an undisclosed time
and place.

Winehouse's devastated
parents visited mourners out-
side her north London home
to thank them for their sup-
port.

The singer, who had strug-
gled with drug and alcohol
abuse for years, was found
dead Saturday at home by a
member of her security team,
who called an ambulance. It
arrived too late to save her.

The Metropolitan Police
said Monday that a forensic
post mortem "did not estab-
lish a formal cause of death
and we await the results of
further toxicology tests."
Those are expected to take
two to four weeks.

An inquest into the singer's
death was opened and
adjourned at London's St.
Pancras Coroner's Court.
During the two-minute hear-
ing, an official read out the
name, birth date and address
of Winehouse, described as
"a divorced lady living at
Camden Square NW1."

"She was a singer song-
writer at the time of her death
and was identified by her fam-
ily here at St. Pancras this
morning," said coroner's offi-
cer Sharon Duff.

Duff said the scene of
Winehouse's death "was
investigated by police and
determined non-suspicious."

In Britain, inquests are held
to establish the facts whenev-
er someone dies violently or
in unexplained circumstances.

Assistant Deputy Coroner
Suzanne Greenaway said
Winehouse's inquest would
resume on Oct. 26.

The singer's father, mother
and brother visited her home
on Monday, stopping to
inspect the mounds of bou-
quets, candles and handwrit-
ten notes across the road from
the Victorian house.

Her father, Mitch Wine-
house, thanked mourners for
their tributes.

"I can't tell you what this
means to us — it really is
making this a lot easier for
us," he said.

"We're devastated and I'm
speechless but thanks for
coming."

The singer's mother, Janis,
was in tears as she examined
the flowers, candles, vodka
bottles, flags, drawings and
handwritten cards left by
neighbors, fans and well-wish-
ers. Many of the offerings
expressed the same sentiment:
"What a waste."

"I'll remember her as a
troubled soul," said fan Ethna
Rouse, who brought her 4-
year-old son to leave a bou-
quet. "Like many artists in
the world — they are tortured
souls, and that's where the tal-
ent comes from."

The singer had battled her
demons in public, too often
making headlines for erratic
behavior, destructive rela-
tionships and abortive per-
formances.

But she was remembered
fondly by her neighbours in
Camden, the creative but grit-
ty neighbourhood where she
lived on and off for years.

"She was too young to die
and too talented, and too
beautiful," said Peggy Con-
lon, landlady of the Dublin
Castle pub, where Winehouse
occasionally stopped for a
drink. 

"She's sorely missed by
everyone, not one person had
a bad word to say about that
kid."
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CARACAS, 
Venezuela 
Associated Press

VENEZUELAN
President Hugo Chavez
said he is certain he
will pursue his re-elec-
tion bid next year even
as he struggles to over-
come cancer.

Chavez said in an
interview published
Monday in the govern-
ment newspaper
Correo del Orinoco
that he hasn't "for an
instant thought about
withdrawing from the
presidency."

He said if there were
physical reasons to
step down he would do
so but that he is pursu-
ing his candidacy "with
more strength than
before."

"I'm resolved to
reach 2031," Chavez
said.

The leftist president
has been in office since
1999 and is seeking
another six-year term. 

He has suggested in
the past that he hopes
to keep winning re-
election to remain
president for many
years to come. 

He has vaguely men-
tioned various dates,
ranging from 2021 to
2031.

A poll released last
week said Chavez's
public approval rating
remains at 50 percent
and hasn't significantly
varied since his cancer
diagnosis.

Chavez completed
his first phase of
chemotherapy in Cuba
last week. He said he is
now waiting for addi-
tional phases of
chemotherapy but did
not say how soon the
treatments would
resume or how long the
process could last.

Chavez underwent
surgery in Cuba on
June 20 to remove a
cancerous tumor,
which he has said was
the size of a baseball.
He hasn't said what
type of cancer he has
been diagnosed with or
specified where exactly
it was located, saying
only that it was in his
pelvic region.

Birthday
Chavez, who turns 57

on Thursday, said he
plans to celebrate his
birthday in Venezuela.

In a telephone call
aired Monday on state
television, Chavez said
he was under strict
orders from his doctors
to limit his agenda,
saying "I'm under the
effects of the first ses-
sion of chemotherapy."

"It's going well. 
“But, well, I'm in

rehabilitation and con-
valescence defeating
cancer," Chavez said.
"And to all those peo-
ple who have cancer,
nobody should give up,
no one. 

“Fight hard."
In the newspaper

interview, Chavez dis-
missed what he called
the "macabre, per-
verse, morbid wishes of
some commentators
like Roger Noriega," a
former U.S. assistant
secretary of state
under former President
George W. Bush.

A message on Norie-
ga's Twitter account on
Sunday said he
believes Chavez's
"health is grave" and
that the opposition
"should fill
vacuum/prepare for
any scenario."

Chavez said after his
return from Cuba to
Venezuela on Saturday
night that thorough
tests found no signs
that any cancer cells
have reappeared.

Chavez gave a
speech and sang at a
public event on Sun-
day, appearing upbeat
and energetic.

CHAVEZ SET ON
2012 RE-ELECTION
BID DESPITE CANCER 

MITCH WINEHOUSE, centre in blue shirt, Amy Winehouse 's father, accompanied by Janis, Amy's mother, seen right in white shirt and other friends, look at flowers placed by
mourners in Camden Square yesterday outside the house of Amy Winehouse following her death, in Camden, northern London. Mitch Winehouse greeted and thanked mourn-
ers for coming to lay bouquets and handwritten notes, only hours before police promised to release a post mortem on her death. ‘This means so much to my family,’ he said.
The 27-year-old singer died Saturday after publicly struggling with drug and alcohol abuse for years. (AP)

PARENTS OF AMY WINEHOUSE INSPECT TRIBUTES AT SINGER’S HOME

MEXICO CITY
Associated Press

MEXICAN SOLDIERS have found a series of marijua-
na fields covering 148 acres (60 hectares) in the northern
state of Durango, the army said Monday.

The army patrol also found 40 metric tons (44 U.S. tons)
of harvested marijuana at the plantation in Mexico's "gold-
en triangle" region, an area known for drug cultivation and
trafficking.

The Defense Department said in a statement that the
plantation found Saturday included a processing lab and five
camps, apparently for workers or guards at the fields.

The planted and harvested plants together could have
amounted to 100 tons of marijuana, which the Defense
Department said was worth $1.55 billion pesos ($133 mil-
lion).

The discovery comes almost two weeks after soldiers
found what the army describes as the biggest pot plantation
ever detected in Mexico, a 300-acre (120 hectare) field in the
state of Baja California.

MEXICAN ARMY FINDS 148-ACRE
MARIJUANA PLANTATION



OSLO, Norway
Associated Press

THE self-described perpe-
trator of the mass killings in
Norway told authorities there
that he expects to spend the
rest of his life in prison but
two other cells in his terror
network could still launch
attacks, officials said Mon-
day.

Anders Behring Breivik
has admitted bombing Nor-
way's capital and opening fire
on a political youth group
retreat, but he entered a plea
of not guilty, saying he acted
to save Europe from Muslim
immigration.

Prosecutor Christian Hatlo
told reporters that Breivik
was very calm and "seemed
unaffected by what has hap-
pened." He said Breivik told
investigators during his inter-
rogation that he never
expected to be released.

Breivik alluded to two oth-
er "cells" in a network he
describes as a new Knights
Templar, the medieval cru-
saders who protected Christ-
ian pilgrims in the Holy Land.
At one point, a manifesto he
released shortly before the
attack briefly refers to an
intention to contact two oth-
er cells — a term he says
refers to "small, autonomous
groups" led by individual
commanders.

Police announced, mean-
while, that they had dramati-
cally overcounted the num-
ber of people slain in a shoot-
ing spree at a political youth
group's island retreat and
were lowering the confirmed
death toll from 86 to 68.

The overall toll in the
attack now stands at 76
instead of 93. Police
spokesman Oystein Maeland
said that higher, erroneous
figure emerged as police and
rescuers were focusing on
helping survivors and secur-
ing the area, but he did not
immediately explain more
about how the overcounting
occurred.

Police also raised the toll
from a bombing outside the
government's headquarters
in Oslo before the shooting
spree, from seven to eight.

The dramatic reduction in
death toll adds to a list of
police misteps: They took 90
minutes arrive at the island
from the first shot, and peo-
ple who called emergency
services have reported being
told by operators to stay off
the lines unless they're calling
about the Oslo bombings.

Peaceful, liberal Norway
has been stunned by the
bombing in downtown Oslo
and the shooting massacre at
a youth camp outside the cap-
ital, which the suspect said
were intended to start a rev-
olution to inspire Norwegians
to retake their country from
Muslims and other immi-
grants. He blames liberals for
championing multicultural-
ism over Norway's "indige-
nous" culture.

Police have said Breivik
used two weapons during the
rampage — both of which
were bought legally, accord-
ing to the manifesto. A doc-
tor treating victims told The
Associated Press that the
gunman used illegal "dum-
dum"-style bullets designed
to disintegrate inside the
body and cause maximum
internal damage.

The court ordered him
Breivik held for eight weeks
while prosecutors investigate,
four of which will be in isola-
tion, saying Breivik could
tamper with evidence if
released. Typically, the
accused is brought to court
every four weeks while pros-
ecutors prepare their case, so
a judge can approve his con-
tinued detention. Longer
periods are not unusual in
serious cases.

Reporters and locals had
thronged the courthouse
ahead of the hearing, hoping
for their first glimpse of
Breivik since the assault.
When one car drove through
the crowd, people hit its win-
dows and one person shouted
an expletive, believing
Breivik was inside.

But Breivik appears to

have been taken through a
back entrance, and the judge
closed the hearing, denying
him a platform to air his
extremist views.

Breivik made clear in an
Internet manifesto that he
planned to turn his court
appearance into theater,
preparing a speech for his
appearance in court even
before launching the attacks,
then requesting an open hear-
ing in which he would wear a
uniform. Both of those
requests were denied. The
judge also denied his request
to wear a uniform, saying,
"allowing him to do so ...
would be an affront to the
everybody's dignity, and
would seem unnecessarily dis-
tracting, provocative and
offensive."

The suspect has said he
staged the bombing and
youth camp rampage as
"marketing" for his manifesto
calling for a revolution that
would rid Europe of Muslims.

"The operation was not to
kill as many people as possi-
ble but to give a strong signal
that could not be misunder-
stood that as long as the
Labor Party keeps driving its
ideological lie and keeps
deconstructing Norwegian
culture and mass importing
Muslims then they must
assume responsibility for this
treason," according to the
English translation of Judge
Kim Heger's ruling that was
read out after the hearing.

European security officials
said they were aware of
increased Internet chatter
from individuals claiming
they belonged to the Knights
Templar group and were
investigating claims that
Breivik, and other far-right
individuals, attended a Lon-
don meeting of the group in
2002.

The 1,500-page manifesto
provides insight into the psy-
chology and planning of the
paranoid, self-aggrandizing
Breivik. After weaving
through a history of Euro-
pean philosophy, Breivik
describes in detail his prepa-
rations, including how he
bought armor, guns, tons of
fertilizer and other bomb
components, stashed caches
of weapons and wiped his
computer hard drive — all
while evading police suspi-
cion and being nice to his
neighbors.

One of those purchases
appears to have been flagged
by Norway's police security
service. The PST says it was
alerted in March it to a sus-
picious purchase of an undis-
closed product from a Polish
chemical firm by Breivik.

Janne Kristiansen, the chief

of PST, told national broad-
caster NRK that the 120 kro-
ner ($22) trasnaction set off
an alert because the company
was already under scrutiny.

But the transaction was legal
and PST would have needed
additional information to
investigate further.

In his manifesto, Breivik

describes a purchase of sodi-
um nitrite from Poland, say-
ing he "was concerned about
customs seizing the package
... but it appears this didn't
happen." It was not immedi-
ately clear if that was the pur-
chase flagged. 

Earlier Monday, Prime
Minister Jens Stoltenberg led
the mourning nation in a
minute of silence, standing on
the steps of an Oslo universi-
ty next to a flame. The king
and queen stood by as well,
and neighboring countries
Denmark and Sweden also
joined in the remembrance.

Signs of normality began
to return to Oslo. A wide
police cordon around the
bomb site was lifted on the
first workday since the
attacks, leaving just a nar-
rower zone closed off. Most
shops were open and trams
were rumbling through the
city's streets.

But the flag on the court-
house where Breivik
appeared remained at half
staff. Meanwhile, in an inter-
view with Swedish tabloid
Expressen, the suspect's
father said he was ashamed
and disgusted by his son's acts
and wished he had commit-
ted suicide.

"I don't feel like his
father," said former diplomat
Jens David Breivik from his
secluded home in southern
France. 

"How could he just stand
there and kill so many inno-
cent people and just seem to
think that what he did was
OK? 

“He should have taken his
own life too. That's what he
should have done."
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NORWAY GUNMAN CALM,
EXPECTS REST OF LIFE IN JAIL

NORWAY'S TWIN TERROR ATTACKS SUSPECT Anders Behring Breivik, left, sits in an armoured
police vehicle after leaving the courthouse following a hearing in Oslo Monday. (AP)

ANDERS BEHRING BREIVIK ADMITS BOMBING, SHOOTINGS

PEOPLE GATHER OUTSIDE OSLO CITY HALL to participate in a ‘rose march’ in memory of the victims
of Friday's bomb attack and shooting massacre Monday. (AP)

BEIRUT
Associated Press

SYRIA'S government
has endorsed a draft law
that it says will allow the
formation of political par-
ties alongside President
Bashar Assad's ruling
Baath Party, part of a
series of promised reforms
that the opposition has dis-
missed as largely symbolic.

The development came
as security forces detained
dozens of people in the
capital Damascus and sev-
eral other cities in search
for anti-government pro-
testers and regime oppo-
nents, activists said Mon-
day. The National Organi-
zation for Human Rights
in Syria said a seven-year-
old child, a boxing champi-
on and a writer were
among those arrested.

The multiparty bill,
approved by the Cabinet
late Sunday, follows other
concessions Assad has
made as part of his efforts
to quell more than four
months of protests against
his regime.

He has coupled his
pledges of reform with a
deadly crackdown on pro-
testers that activists say has
killed at least 1,600 people.

The revolt has only
grown more defiant in the
face of the government
response, and protesters
have shifted their demands
from political change to
the outright downfall of
the regime.

The draft law, which still
needs parliamentary
approval, would allow for
the establishment of any
political party which is not
based on religious or tribal
lines, or discriminates due
to ethnicity, gender or
race, the state-run news
agency said.

Assad's ruling Baath
Party, which calls for "uni-
ty, freedom and social-
ism," has held a monopoly
over political life in Syria
for decades.

A key demand of the
protest movement is the
abolishment of Article 8 in
the Syrian constitution
which states that the Baath
Party is the leader of the
state and society.

Lawmaker Mohammad
Habash told The Associat-
ed Press on Monday that
the bill still needs to be
endorsed by parliament
and will likely be present-
ed for debate at the next
session on August 7.

He said the bill in itself
was positive but that some
articles of the constitution
must be amended first,
including article 8.

Assad, who inherited
power in 2000 after the
death of his father, Presi-
dent Hafez Assad, has
made a series of overtures
to try to ease the growing
outrage. He lifted the
decades-old emergency
laws that gave the regime a
free hand to arrest people
without charge, granted
Syrian nationality to thou-
sands of Kurds — a long-
ostracized minority — and
issued several pardons.

But the concessions
failed to sap the momen-
tum of the protest move-
ment, which dismissed
them as either symbolic or
far too late.

As a first step, the pro-
testers are demanding an
immediate end to the secu-
rity crackdown and the
release of thousands of
people who have been
detained in recent months.

The government, how-
ever, has shown no signs of
letting up in its efforts to
crush the uprising.

On Monday, security
forces tightened their siege
of neighborhoods in cen-
tral Syria's city of Homs,
sending military reinforce-
ments and cutting mobile
and land lines in the
Khaldieh and Bayada dis-
tricts, activists said.

The heavy deployment
of troops and army vehi-
cles sparked concerns of
renewed military opera-
tions. An activist in Homs
said there were fears of a
large scale military opera-
tion to try and force an
end to the unrest there
before the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan, which
begins next week, during
which protests are expect-
ed to gain momentum.

SYRIA ENDORSES
LAW TO ALLOW
POLITICAL PARTIES 

        



By NATARIO 
McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter

TOPS Lumber’s general
manager, Raymond Collins,
yesterday said that while
business had improved since
the 2007 fire that destroyed
its premises, the company
has been struggling to regain
its customer base amid stiff
competition.

"Things have gone pretty
good since the fire. 

“We have a new ware-
house and a new store, but
it's going to take some time
to get our customers back
because we have lost a lot
of our base after they went
elsewhere. 

“We lost a lot of plumbing
business; a lot of plumbers
went elsewhere," Mr Collins
told Tribune Business yes-
terday.

“A lot of people still to
this day don't realise we are
open, even with as much
advertisement as we have
done," Mr Collins added,
noting that competition in
the business has grown in
the past several years.

“We have a lot more com-

petition nowadays. There's a
lot more lumber yards out
there, and a lot more stores
that's drawing people in dif-
ferent areas. 

“It’s a lot harder to do
business than it was four to
five years ago," Mr Collins
said. In terms of staffing lev-
els, Mr Collins he added the
company has been “holding
its own”.

"We have been holding
our own as far as staff goes,”
he said. “We are just trying

to maintain what we have to
help keep costs down with
all of the expenses with the
new building. I think busi-
ness in general is up and
down with most of the lum-
ber yards. 

“Some weeks are really
good and other weeks it's
slow. It depends on what the
economic conditions are,"
Mr Collins said.
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PARADISE ISLAND #4299 OCEAN CLUB ESTATES Beautiful
9,330 sq. ft. 6 bed 61⁄2 bath estate with guest cottage has breathtaking views
of the golf course, lake and ocean. Grand foyer with great double curved
staircase, travertine and hardwood floors,modern kitchen with granite coun-
ters. Covered verandahs and pool. For more information contact:
Ridley.Carroll@SothebysRealty.com 242.424.5801

SIRbahamas.com t 242.322.2305

FOR SALE BY SEALED BID

[ Learn more at royal�delity.com ]

BAHAMAS
Nassau: 242.356.9801

Freeport: 242.351.3010

BARBADOS
St. Michael: 246.435.1955

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

City Markets suffered close
to a $14 million operating loss
during its recently-ended 2011
financial year, Tribune Busi-
ness was told yesterday, with
the supermarket chain tar-
geting a break-even position
as “a huge success” for 2012.

Philip Kemp, chief finan-
cial officer for the grocery
store chain and its publicly
traded operating parent,
Bahamas Supermarkets, said
that under new 78 per cent
majority owner, Trans-Island
Traders, most of the legacy
issues inherited from the dis-
astrous BSL Holdings reign
had been dealt with.

However, he confirmed
that the nine-store supermar-
ket chain remained deeply
immersed in turnaround
mode, and also told Tribune
Business that City Markets
had shut all its deli depart-
ments as it prepares to
upgrade those sections across
the company.

Adding that everything had
gone “as expected” during

Trans-Island Traders’ first
eight months in charge, since
acquiring BSL Holdings’
stake in early November 2010
for $1 plus assuming some lia-
bilities, Mr Kemp said: “It was
a tough year, a transition year,
a turnaround year.

“We tried to write-off as
much as possible so that we
would not drag any legacy
issues into the new year.”
That year began at the end of
June 2011, but City Markets’
long-suffering 22 per cent
minority, who endured
around $27 million worth of
net losses under BSL Hold-
ings’ ownership, should not
count on returning to prof-
itability just yet.

“We’re looking to at least
break even,” Mr Kemp told
Tribune Business. “Opera-
tionally we lost about $14 mil-
lion this year, so just to break
even alone would be a huge
success story.

“We’re being conservative,
not expecting too much. It
takes a little while to turn
these things around, so if we
break even or even have a
small loss we will have done a
great job. There’s a lot of
work always to be done.”

Bahamas Supermarkets’
financials showed that for the
nine months to March 9, 2011,
the supermarket chain had

City Markets’ $14m
operational losses

* Turnaround likely to take
‘another year’, with CFO saying
break even or small loss in 2012
would be ‘huge success’
* Chain’s deli departments
closed for upgrades

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Nassau Airport Development Company (NAD) has
postponed its planned $2 international security fee increase
at the Government’s request, Tribune Business can reveal,
the latter believing there was “another way” of financing
“considerable” security upgrades.

Vincent Vanderpool-Wal-
lace, minister of tourism

and aviation, confirmed
to this newspaper that
NAD had agreed to
“postpone” the fee
rise’s implementation
to a date yet to be

determined, adding
that it was possible the

increase might not be
required at all if the

Government’s solu-
tion was adopt-

NAD ‘POSTPONES’
SECURITY FEE RISE
* Government urges alternative to finance 
‘considerable sums’ for pre-clearance upgrade
* Minister still ‘viscerally opposed’ to access tax

ITS A POST-
PONMENT:
Vincent 
Vanderpool-
Wallace.

SEE
page 4B

Tough to climb back to the Tops
SEE page 2B

Lumber yard that rose from ashes after 2007 fire sees increased
competition, making it hard to win back customer base

SEE page 2B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamian economy
and stock market will not
recover “until we get the
two c’s in place”, a leading
financial analyst said yester-
day, adding that there was
“an inextricable link”
between public company
share prices and earnings.

Larry Gibson, vice-presi-
dent of pensions for Colo-
nial Pensions Services
(Bahamas), told Tribune
Business that “confidence
and credit” were the two
key drivers of economic
recovery for this nation, but
both were currently in rela-
tively short supply.

Explaining that the 5.93
per cent decline in the
Bahamas International
Securities Exchange’s
(BISX) All-Share Index for
the first six months of 2011
was directly tied to the econ-
omy’s overall recovery and
company earnings, Mr Gib-
son acknowledged that the
market - and the Bahamas
generally - suffered from a
‘time lag’ between a global
rebound and this nation’s.

“What drives the transi-
tion from recession to recov-
ery is confidence and cred-
it,” Mr Gibson told Tribune
Business. 

“Confidence is extremely
low. There are people who

NO RECOVERY
UNTIL ‘2 C’S’
ARE IN PLACE

SEE page 3B

LARRY GIBSON

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Telecommunications Company’s (BTC)
new 51 per cent majority owner plans to “revamp the
brand”, telling London-based analysts that the newly-pri-
vatised company had “responded very well” to its restruc-
turing plans during its first three months in control.

Tim Pennington, Cable & Wireless Communications
(CWC) chief financial officer, told a conference call that “our
priorities in the first year of ownership involve” imple-

CWC SEEKING TO NOW
‘REVAMP BTC BRAND’
Concern for phone card street vendors
from mark-up and EZTop-up changes

SEE page 3B



A well-known Bahamian
realtor is expanding again
three years after establishing
his own firm, taking on agents
on Bimini and Abaco.

Broker Mario Carey, who
opened Mario Carey Realty
at the height of the recession,
said: “We've expanded from a
tiny office with three people
to a staff of 11 brokers, asso-
ciates and support personnel,
and we've just welcomed
agents in Bimini and Abaco.

“But even as we celebrate
that growth, we are being very
cautious. The market has not
yet fully rebounded and it
continues to keep all of us on
our toes."

Mario Carey Realty is mov-
ing from its East Bay Street
office to larger headquarters.

"If you compare our com-
pany profile to others, it looks
very different, and I think
that's one of the reasons we
have been able to appeal to
such a wide cross-section of
the population," said Mr
Carey. 

Different
"We have a team of young

professionals of different eth-
nic backgrounds, heritage,
genders, race and civil affilia-
tions, a true representation of
the Bahamian people."

To keep in shape, Mr Carey
bikes up to 50 miles regularly,
works out, runs marathons,
swims and participates in
triathlons, partly for the exer-
cise and partly to raise money
for autism. He serves as pres-
ident of R.E.A.C.H., the
autism support group. "It's a tough business and a

tough world out there, and
you have to be fit to succeed;
fit in your business and fit in
your physical and your mental
state," added Mr Carey, who
is among the 3 per cent of
realtors worldwide to hold a
B.S. in Real Estate.

"I'm also very fortunate to
have a great junior partner in
Carlyle Campbell, who is
highly qualified and motivat-
ed in sales and appraisals,
holds advanced certification
and supports all the civic
engagements the firm is
involved in, from R.E.A.C.H.
to the MCR Blood Drive and
our mentorship programs."

Mr Carey said Ryan
Knowles was "bilingual and

teaches tennis, as well as
being a top real estate sales-
man”. The newcomers are
Shoine and Terrance Stra-
chan, pastor of Lifegate Chris-
tian Ministries, in Abaco, and
in Bimini, Sheldon Pitt, who
practiced real estate in Cana-
da. 

Other team members
include sales associates Sid-
ney Bethell, Matt Sweeting
and Lamond Davis. Sharon
E. Smith-Ferguson was also
recently appointed
office/operations manager.

"We are in a very good
place three years after we
opened our doors at a very
shaky time in the market," Mr
Carey said. "Now we just
have to proceed with caution

and the same enthusiasm that
got us where we are today,
being team-inspired and ser-
vice driven."
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Realtor expands
into Out Islands

ON THE GROW AGAIN:
Mario Carey (seated),
founder of Mario Carey
Real Estate announces the
company's expansion
from a tiny office with
three people to a staff of
11 brokers, associates and
support personnel; the
relocation to new offices
and welcomes agents in
Bimini and Abaco. Pic-
tured standing are Carlyle
Campbell, junior partner
and Sharon Ferguson,
operations manager.

Photo by Elenita Mei-lin
Wong.

generated an operating loss
of $10.695 million. Mr Kemp’s
comments yesterday imply
that the company sustained
another operating loss, of
around $3.305 million, during
the three months to end-June.

Still, City Markets is still in
with a chance of having gen-
erated a small net profit for its
2011 full financial year, due
to the $15.453 million in extra-
ordinary income gained from
debt forgiveness.

“Right now we’re working
on the things that need to be
done,” Mr Kemp said yester-
day. 

“We’ve pretty much
resolved all the challenges
and issues. It’s pretty much
now executing solutions. We
think we’ve got a handle on
that. It’s just going to take
time; another year.”

Meanwhile, Mr Kemp con-
firmed to this newspaper that
the deli departments in all
City Markets stores had been
closed for renovations. Tri-
bune Business had been told
by the supermarket chain’s
customers that the depart-
ments had been closed as of
last week.

“The delis have been closed
for renovation and restruc-
turing, so we’re going to bring

them back better and
brighter,” Mr Kemp con-
firmed. “We have some very
preliminary ideas, but noth-
ing I want to say right now.”

He added that no staff had
been made redundant as a
result of the deli closures, with
all affected being “rede-
ployed” to other areas of City
Markets’ operations. Tribune
Business was told to contact
City Markets’ PR executive,
Judy Terrell, for more details,
but she was in a meeting and
did not return this newspa-
per’s calls.

Mark Finlayson, principal
of Trans-Island Traders, also
could not be contacted for
comment.

However, in an interview
with Tribune Business earlier
this month, he said the com-
pany was mulling the future
of three stores, one of which
has been the subject of multi-
ple acquisition offers and two

where existing leases are com-
ing to an end. Apart from the
Eight Mile Rock store in
Grand Bahama, the Rosetta
Street site in Palmdale and
the existing Lyford Cay loca-
tion were also under review.

"Those are the three stores
we're looking at," he told this
newspaper. 

“The other stores are just
so strong.

“The question is whether
it's worth taking our resources
and focusing on the stronger
stores and making them even
stronger."

If the three stores are ulti-
mately closed down, and that
is by no means certain at this
stage, it would reduce City
Markets to just six stores -
Cable Beach, Harbour Bay,
Seagrapes Shopping Centre
and South Beach on New
Providence, and Lucaya and
downtown Freeport in Grand
Bahama.

City Markets’ $14m
operational losses
FROM page 1B

The 2007 fire destroyed the building's original structure,
taking with it Tops’ entire inventory. Since then, the Winton
Street location has risen from the ashes, having opened the
first drive-through lumber store and added plumbing and
hardware operations.

Tough to climb 
back to the Tops
FROM page 1B

“We’ve pretty much resolved all
the challenges and issues. It’s

pretty much now executing solutions.
We think we’ve got a handle on that. ”

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

          



menting a new fourth gen-
eration (4G) network for
BTC, “getting the business
ready for competition,
improving customer service
and revamping the brand
and distribution”.

While no financials were
provided for BTC’s perfor-
mance during the almost-
three months since CWC
acquired majority control on
April 6, 2011, Mr Penning-
ton said there had been “a
very good take-up” of the
voluntary separation pack-
ages to the company’s staff,
with the first batch whose
applications were accepted
set to “leave the business
very shortly”.

These packages are key to
CWC’s plan to reduce
BTC’s staff headcount by
around 30 per cent, and Mr
Pennington said: “In the
Bahamas we have had a
very good start to life in the
CWC group, with the busi-
ness responding very
well.......  We’re very satis-
fied with the progress of the
business in the first quarter,
but there’s still a long way to
go.”

The release accompany-
ing CWC’s first quarter
results announcement mere-
ly added that BTC’s restruc-
turing was “progressing
well” and “to plan”, and that
take-up of the separation
packages had met “our
expectations”.

Part of CWC’s efforts to
revamp the BTC brand and
distribution networks are
likely to involve yesterday’s
unveiling of its EZTop-Up
product, which will allow
Bahamian consumers to top
up their pre-paid cell phones
with sums ranging from $1
to $99.

Tribune Business was told
that the initiative (see Page
3B for more detail) is being
made available initially
through BTC’s 50 pay sta-
tion and office locations
throughout the Bahamas.
The technology is also
undergoing final testing for
its roll-out to other loca-
tions, such as grocery stores
and gas stations, with BTC
hoping to start this next
week.

“It’s about a partnership,
additional entrepreneurial
opportunities,” said a BTC
source. As the roll-out pro-
gresses, the source indicated
that new features would reg-
ularly be added, such as spe-
cific promotions for specific

days of the week.
The move also appears to

be tied into an attempt by
BTC to gain better control
over the segment that is its
number one revenue earner.
Pre-paid cellular revenues
were $159.481 million in
2009, the last year for which
audited financial statements
were available, accounting
for 44.2 per cent of the top-
line.

Tribune Business was told
that BTC has long wanted
to exert greater control in
this area, something that
dates back to pre-privatisa-
tion days and CWC.

One source pointed out
that while BTC worked
closely with wholesale dis-
tributors of its phone cards,
it had little to no relation-
ship with many of the ven-
dors selling its phone cards
on streets across the
Bahamas.

“A lot of those vendors
now are not licensed, and
BTC has no control over
them,” a source said. How-
ever, BTC’s decision to
change the commission and
mark-up structure for both
wholesale distributors and
retailers has sparked con-
cern that street vendors -
who rely on cellular pre-paid
card sales for a living - might
suffer a margin squeeze,
drastically reducing their
incomes and forcing some
out of business. The EZTop-
up initiative is also seen by
some as creating increased
competition for street ven-
dors.

While a source close to
BTC acknowledged this
might happen, they empha-

sised that the focus had to
be on the consumer, mak-
ing it more convenient and
easier to top-up cell phones
in the amount they wanted.
The phone card trend also
needed to be better regulat-
ed and controlled.

“It’s a situation now
where it’s all but a Wild
Wild West,” a source said.
“Some people are licensed,
others are not. Some peo-
ple are buying phone cards
at one price, some people
are buying at another price.

It’s a system that’s grown
organically, and without reg-
ulation and control, and
without convenience to the
consumer. You have to buy
phone cards in $5, $10, $15
amounts.”
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control monies and have
viable projects they can
invest in, but the confidence
is not there. There is a wait
and see attitude. “Credit is
not available. Funding pro-
jects for people who need
credit is a tremendous chal-
lenge. Banks are reluctant to
lend, because they’re having
tremendous problems with
their real estate portfolio.

“Until we get the ‘two c’s’,
we’re going to be muddling
along.”

The BISX All-Share
Index slid at a greater rate
over the first six months in
2011 than during the com-
parative period last year,
when it dropped by just 3.87
per cent or 60.57 points.
This year’s decline for the
first half was 88.93 points.

If there were any crumbs
of comfort for market
observers, the decline for
the 2011 April-June quarter
was 4.26 per cent or 62.83
points. That represented a
lower rate of decline than
both the 2011 half year and
the 2010 second quarter
comparison, when the BISX
All Share Index fell by 6.1
per cent or 91.81

“Confidence can change
that, and investors are not
getting the right policy pack-
age and direction to make
them pull the trigger,” Mr
Gibson told Tribune Busi-
ness. “That’s what I hear,
that’s what I have people
telling me and that’s what I
see, so people are sitting on
the sidelines. The stock mar-
ket is really a barometer of
confidence.”

Mr Gibson said the
Bahamas had “not gone
down” as rapidly, and as
deeply, as other economies,
meaning it’s climb back had
not been as long and steep.

Nevertheless, the BISX
All-Share Index and market
has continued to go in the
opposite direction to global
stock market indices, such as
the S&P 500 Index and the
FTSE 100 Index, which both
appreciated by 5.01 per cent
and 0.78 per cent, respec-
tively, for the 2011 first half. 

Of the comparisons
employed by BISX, only the
MSCI Emerging Market
Index moved in the same
direction as the Bahamian
market, and only by 0.45 per
cent.

Mr Gibson, though, said
events and indicators could
not be viewed in isolation in
terms of their impact on the
Bahamian stock market,
pointing to the downward
trend in many public compa-
nies’ earnings as another
factor - especially in relation
to the financial services
stocks.

“We can’t look at this in
isolation. Company earnings
are not there either, and that
drags confidence, too,” Mr
Gibson explained. “For the
most part, it’s reflective of
the economy.

“If you look at the compo-
sition of the market, take
the bank stocks and a couple
of the insurance stocks, look
at their earnings and recov-
ery of those sectors, and we
ought not to be surprised.

“There’s a relationship, a
link between basic earnings
and recovery, and share
prices and confidence.
They’re all inextricably
linked.”

Mr Gibson said the “next
political cycle”, meaning the
upcoming general election
and associated uncertainty,
could also hold back a
recovery in Bahamian pri-
vate sector and consumer
confidence. 

Trading volumes and val-
ues were also depressed dur-
ing the 2011 first half and
second quarter, especially
when the impact of the $80
million, 5,954,600, Cable
Bahamas share trade was
stripped out of the 2010
comparatives.

When that was done, the
2011 first half trading vol-
ume of 1,248,035 shares,
worth $6.495 million, was
still way down on the
2,125,388 shares, worth
$13.439 million, that traded
during the 2010 first half.

For the 2011 second quar-
ter, 605,721 shares worth
$3.687 million traded. 

During the same period in
2010, 1,406,070 shares worth
$8.017 million traded.

NO RECOVERY
UNTIL ‘2 C’S’
ARE IN PLACE
FROM page 1B

CWC SEEKING TO NOW
‘REVAMP BTC BRAND’

FROM page 1B

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter

THE launch of the Bahamas
Telecommunications Compa-
ny’s (BTC) new EZTop-Up
technology was yesterday wel-
comed by Bahamian business
owners, although some say
they have taken a “wait and
see” approach to the idea.

BTC’s EZTopUp technology
will allow pre-paid cellular con-
sumers to top-up their minutes
at dozens of locations through-
out the Bahamas,  including at
fuel station and grocery store
cash registers, adding dollar
amounts between $1 and $99.

While several service stations
contacted by Tribune Business
said they were not aware of the
new technology, others were
onboard but still uncertain how
it would work out. 

Wilton Gibson, manager of
Esso’s Prince Charles Drive
service station, told Tribune
Business: "We’ve signed up for
it, but right now I really don’t
know much about it. I don't
see how it's really going to
impact us at all, but we will
wait and see."

“I think it’s a good idea. In a
way it will be easier,” Angel
Jackson, manager of Texaco
East West Highway, told this

newspaper. Another service
station manager told Tribune
Business that the new technol-
ogy would require a revamp of
their system.

“We haven’t done so yet but
we will. 

“With what they are sug-
gesting right now you will have
to revamp your system a bit,
and we need time to do it.

“I know that’s where the
industry is going right now, but
it’s easier said than done.
There are things that have to
be done on the IT side first,”
the manager said.

Rodney Eve, manager of
Texaco, Prince Charles Drive,
said: “It was mentioned to me a
few weeks ago, but more than
likely that will be another fea-
ture we will add. It seems like it
will work. It will give customers
another choice in terms of lev-
el of purchase.”

One store manager added:

“We’re onboard with it. We
don’t see any problem with it;
doing it through the counter.” 

In a press statement issued
yesterday, BTC chief execu-
tive, Geoff Houston said:
"Today, for the first time in
BTC history, pre-paid mobile
customers are able to go into a
participating fuel station, give
the cashier a $20 bill, ask for
$19 in fuel and $1 on their
phone, or go to the food store
and use their change to pur-
chase top-up minutes." 

In addition to increased
physical locations, customers
will be able to add minutes
through EZTop-Up online.
Although regular phone cards
will still be available at new,
brightly-coloured booths and
kiosks, the company believes
the transition to the more effi-
cient top-up method will have
wide appeal.

Businesses back
BTC pre-paid plan The former Christie government attempted to

entice Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines to build a
cruise port on Great Inagua, diplomatic cables
released by Wikileaks have revealed, exploiting
that island’s 50,000 pink flamingos.

A February 23, 2004, cable that appeared to
have been created by the then-charge d’affaires at
the US Embassy in Nassau, Robert Witajewski,
said that during a meeting with Perry Christie
three days earlier, the former Prime Minister said
he was hoping Inagua’s flamingo population would
give the island a competitive advantage in attract-
ing cruise ship passengers.

“The Prime Minister also revealed that he was in
negotiations to conclude an agreement with Roy-
al Caribbean Cruise Line to build a deep water
port at Great Inagua,” Mr Witajewski told the US
State Department in Washington.

Barren
“Though the island is currently barren, it is

home to more than 50,000 pink flamingos, a huge
Morton Salt plant and at least one nice beach. He
was hoping that the flamingo national park would
provide cruise ship passengers with an interest-
ing diversion to the normal Caribbean port of call. 

“Christie took on board charge's suggestion that
costs of constructing a base on Great Inagua could
effectively be reduced if any Royal Caribbean
construction were to be made part of the Gov-
ernment of the Bahamas’ plans.”

That refers to plans also unveiled by Mr Christie
to construct a strategic Defence Force base at
Inagua, in an attempt to combat drug and illegal
immigrant trafficking, plus fisheries poaching.

“The Bahamas faces a consistent problem of
fish poaching by neighbouring countries,” Mr
Witajewski wrote. 

“According to Christie: ‘Last year the Domini-
can Republic exported $2 million in conch, and
their ain't no conch in Dominican waters!’ Clear-
ly, he declared, it is in the best interests of the
Bahamas to have a deep water port and refuelling
station at its southern tip.”

PLP EYED CRUISE
PORT FOR INAGUA

Wikileaks cables reveal
talks with Royal Caribbean

“We’ve signed up for it, but right now
I really don’t know much about it. I

don't see how it's really going to impact us
at all, but we will wait and see."
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STEVEN R. HURST,
Associated Press
WASHINGTON 

Republicans and Democrats
in Congress put forth compet-
ing plans Monday to slice away
huge amounts of federal spend-
ing as part of plans to increase
the U.S. borrowing limit and
prevent an unprecedented Aug.
2 default.

House of Representatives
Speaker John Boehner
unveiled the Republican plan
that would raise the borrowing
limit by $1 trillion through
year's end and permit a larger
increase next year. It would
require Congress to pass cuts
to benefit programs like
Medicare health insurance for
the elderly and farm subsidies.

The Republican plan would
impose $1.2 trillion in cuts to
domestic agencies over the
coming decade and establish a
special panel of lawmakers to
recommend cuts to benefits
programs for a vote by the end
of December.

Boehner said the plan was
"less than perfect" but would
require that spending cuts
exceeded the increase in the
debt limit and included no tax
increases.

President Barack Obama has
vowed to veto any plan that did
not increase the debt ceiling
sufficiently to keep it off the
agenda until after the 2012 elec-
tion.

As Boehner outlined the
Republican vision, Senate
Democrats, headed by majority
leader Sen. Harry Reid, called a
news conference to announce
their own next steps.

The Democrats' measure
would cut $2.7 trillion in fed-
eral spending and raise the debt
limit by $2.4 trillion in one step
— enough borrowing authority
to meet Obama's bottom-line
demand.

The cuts include $1.2 trillion
from across a range of hun-
dreds of government programs
and $1 trillion in savings
assumed to derive from the end
of the wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq. The legislation also
assumes creation of a special
joint congressional committee
to recommend additional sav-
ings with a guaranteed vote by
Congress by the end of 2011.

Neither Boehner's plan nor
the one Reid was drafting

included additional tax rev-
enues, a condition Obama had
set for any deal to slash spend-
ing.

White House spokesman Jay
Carney issued a statement, nev-
ertheless, calling the Reid plan
"a responsible compromise."

Obama told the National
Council of La Raza, a Hispanic
civil rights group, that he still
wanted a deficit-cutting plan
with substantial spending
reductions but includes
increased tax revenue by mak-
ing the wealthy and corpora-
tions pay more to help stabilize
the long-term debt.

Obama said the wealthy and
big corporations have to "pay
their fair share, too." And he
alluded to the difficulty of cut-
ting a deal, saying "compromise
is becoming a dirty word."

The stakes are high. Major
global credit ratings agencies
have threatened to downgrade
the U.S. government's triple-A
credit rating unless there are
assurances that the United
States will not go into default
for the first time in its history. A
default could mean that the
U.S. government could not pay
all its bills starting next month,
including interest and principal
on Treasury bonds, Social Secu-
rity checks to retirees, and pay-
ments to government contrac-
tors.

The International Monetary
Fund, meanwhile, reissued its
call for U.S. politicians to act
quickly to solve the debt issue
to "prevent significant global
repercussions."

It was the second time the
IMF has taken the unusual step
of issuing public advice on a
domestic U.S. spending and tax
question. The organization said
again that the U.S. should not
only cut spending but also raise
taxes, with all actions carefully

timed to prevent a renewed
downturn in the American
economy.

Lowering the U.S. credit
standing likely would raise the
cost of U.S. government bor-
rowing. Americans seeking
home mortgage or car loans
would see interest rates climb,
as would people with outstand-
ing credit card balances.

Obama says that effectively
amounts to a tax increase on
Americans. Many economists
think default could push the
U.S. economy back into reces-
sion or worse, while causing
chaos in the global economy.

Both Republicans and
Democrats in Congress and
Obama have sought to position
themselves to avoid possible
blame.

The biggest obstacle to a
long-term debt limit extension
is coming from the Republican-
controlled House, which
includes dozens of new Repub-
lican members elected last
November with strong support
from the small-government,
low-tax tea party movement.
Nearly all House Republicans
have signed a public pledge not
to raise taxes for any reason
and could face primary election
challenges in the run-up to the
2012 vote. They fear the wrath
of voters in conservative dis-
tricts for failing to live up to
the promise on taxes. Members
of the House must face the vot-
ers every two years.

Obama also will run for re-
election in 2012 and does not
want to see his campaign for a
second White House term
bogged down in another nasty
political fight over increasing
the country's borrowing limit.

As the default deadline
approached, the White House
had canceled some Obama
campaign fundraising events
recently and said it would forgo
two others that were set for
Washington on Monday.

Obama has insisted on an
increase in tax revenues, main-
ly through closing loopholes
and letting tax cuts for wealthy
Americans expire, to cover
some proposed spending cuts
in the U.S. social safety net,
programs like the Social Secu-
rity pension plan and Medicare
health insurance coverage for
people over age 65. Republi-
cans steadfastly refuse to accept
higher taxes.

ed.
“The answer is yes, except that it’s a

postponement rather than a cancella-
tion,” Mr Vanderpool-Wallace replied,
when asked by Tribune Business
whether NAD had dropped the pro-
posed international security fee
increase at the Government’s request.

“It’s something where we think we
have another way of addressing the
matter, because we have to spend con-
siderable sums of money in mod-
ernising security requirements.”

Those requirements relate specifi-
cally to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) mandated regime for
Lynden Pindling International Air-
port’s (LPIA) pre-clearance facility.

Although unable to reveal the
specifics of the alternative financing
method the Government had in mind,
as it was still under discussion, Mr Van-
derpool-Wallace confirmed he was still
“viscerally opposed” to implementing
any tax or fee increases that raised
access costs for the Bahamian hotel
and tourism industry’s customers.

“We’re going to sort it out in anoth-
er way, rather than do it in a way that
I am viscerally opposed to doing,” the
minister added of the LPIA security
upgrades.

“It is really more FAA-related. We
are moving along quite nicely with the
International Civil Aviation Organi-
sation (ICAO) requirements, but this
relates to some FAA requirements
having to do with the pre-clearance
regime at LPIA. 

“This is one of the things we know
we have to address, and will find anoth-
er way to do it.”

The international security fee, which
under NAD’s plans was set to rise from
$7 to $9 as of January 1, 2012, would
have been incorporated into airline
ticket prices for all those travelling on
international and US flights. 

That, and other proposed fee
increases deemed necessary to help
NAD meet its obligations to the bond
holders financing the $409.5 million
LPIA upgrade, can only come into
effect after a consultation with both

the aviation industry and the wider
Bahamian public.

Mr Vanderpool-Wallace, though,
said the date to which the internation-
al security fee increase had been post-
poned had not been decided, as it was
possible the rise would not be neces-
sary at all.

“We haven’t decided on a post-
ponement date, but if the alternative
solution we’re discussing right now
goes into effect, we have not have to
put it [the international security fee
rise] into effect at all,” Mr Vander-
pool-Wallace said.

Travelling
“There was never any intention to do

it on the domestic side of things,
because it was all related to people
travelling internationally and people
travelling to the US.”

He also indicated that the Govern-
ment had tried to persuade NAD
against raising, at least by the proposed
rates, the other fees it intends to
impose on airline operators using
LPIA as of January 1, 2012. 

Aviation sources had questioned to
Tribune Business why the Government
had apparently been successful on the
international security fee, but enjoyed
no success - or possibly not even raised
the issue - on the other proposed hikes.

“You can be assured we did,” Mr
Vanderpool-Wallace said in response.
“I am, and always have been, opposed
to the idea of taxing exports. That’s
what tourism is. But the Government
has to find funds for all manner of
things, and occasionally that means
doing things you are viscerally opposed
to.

“You try to minimise those things, as
they have an impact on demand, and

the costs of coming to the Bahamas go
up..... But we always run into these
problems, as every government does. If
you need to increase costs to put facil-
ities in place, you have a couple of
options, putting it on the user or the
people more broadly. In these circum-
stances it’s a very difficult choice, but
governments have very little option.”

Tribune Business had also been told
that FAA officials had visited Nassau
within the last two weeks to conduct an
audit inspection of LPIA and its secu-
rity/safety regime. However, Mr Van-
derpool-Wallace described this as “a
regular feature”.

“You know we have a number of
international airports, so it’s a regular
feature of them [the FAA] coming in
and looking at what we’re doing,” he
added. NAD’s other proposed fee
increases to take effect from January 1,
2012, include 10 per cent landing fee
rises to 3 per cent growth for termi-
nal, parking and aircraft loading bridge
fees. Airlines have warned they will
have no choice but to increase passen-
ger ticket prices to compensate.

In justifying the fee increases, NAD
compared its charges to those levied
by other Caribbean airports in 2011,
and their plans for 2012.

Basing its benchmarking exercise on
a Boeing 737-700, with 75 per cent load
factor (102 passengers) and 90-minute
turnaround time, NAD said: "Exclud-
ing government's taxes, LPIA's costs
are currently $38.21 per passenger and,
with the recommended increase,
become $40.52 per passenger.

"The average cost of Caribbean air-
ports presented in the graph, excluding
LPIA, is $43.53 per passenger. LPIA's
recommended rates are very competi-
tive at $3.01 or 6.9 per cent less than
the Caribbean average."

NAD ‘postpones’ security fee rise
FROM page 1B

“We haven’t decided on a postponement date, but
if the alternative solution we’re discussing right

now goes into effect, we have not have to put it [the
international security fee rise] into effect at all.”

Republicans and Democrats
unveil competing debt plans 

BARACK OBAMA
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B O D Y A N D M I N D

By CARA BRENNEN-BETHEL
Tribune Features Editor

Next week, the Bahamas
will join countries all
over the world in cele-

brating World Breast Feeding
Awareness 2011 under the
theme - Talk to Me! - a 3D
experience. 

According to the World Alliance for
Breastfeeding Action, this year’s theme
was chosen to stress how important and
beneficial breastmilk is.

“When we look at breastfeeding sup-
port, we tend to see it in two-dimensions:
time (from pre-pregnancy to weaning) and
place (the home, community, health care
system, etc). But neither has much impact
without a third dimension- communica-
t i o n .

“Communication is an essential part of
protecting, promoting and supporting
breastfeeding. We live in a world where
individuals and global communities con-
nect across small and great distances at
an instant's notice. New lines of commu-
nication are being created every day, and
we have the ability to use these informa-
tion channels to broaden our horizons and
spread breastfeeding information beyond
our immediate time and place to activate
important dialogue. 

“This third dimension includes cross-
generation, cross-sector, cross-gender, and
cross-culture communication and encour-
ages the sharing of knowledge and expe-
rience, thus enabling wider outreach. Com-
munication at various levels and between
various sectors,” the organisiers said in a
s t a t e m e n t .

Linelle Thompson a registered nurse,
lactation and member of the Bahamas
National Breast Feeding Association
explained that local efforts will include an
exhibition competition at the Post office
building, BEC, BTC, Princess Margaret
and Doctor’s Hospital and an extensive
media campaign.

World Breast Feeding Week 2011

Submitted by The Bahamas National
Breast Feeding Association 
In honour of World Breast Feeding
Week and to encourage more Bahami-
an mothers to breast feed their babies.

I. The Canadian Pediatric Society and
the American Academy of Pediatrics
recommend it.
2. Breast feeding promotes bonding
between mother and baby.
3. Breastfeeding satisfies baby’s emo-
tional needs.
4. Breastmilk provides perfect infant
nutrition.
5. Breastfeeding decreases mother’s
risk of breast cancer
6. Breastfeeding decreases baby girls’
risk of developing breast cancer later
in life.
7. Breastfeeding is associated with
higher IQ.
8. Breastmilk is always ready and
comes in a nicer package than formula
does. Need we say more? 
9. Breastfed babies have better motor
development.
10. Breastmilk contains immunities to
diseases and assists in the develop-
ment of baby's immune system. 
11. Breastmilk is more digestible than
formula. 
12. Baby’s suckling  helps shrink
mother’s uterus after childbirth.
13. Baby’s suckling helps prevent
post-partum hemorrhage in mother.
14. Nursing helps mom lose weight
after baby is born.
15. Pre- term milk is specially
designed for preterm infants.
16.The World Health Organization and
UNICEF recommend exclusive breast-
feeding for six months. 
17. Breastfeeding protects against
Crohn's disease. 
18. Breastfeeding decreases risk of
baby developing diabetes. 
19. Breastfeeding baby helps decrease
insulin requirements in diabetic moth-
ers. 
20. Breastfeeding may help stabilse

progress of maternal endometriosis. 
21. Breastfeeding decreases mother's
risk of developing ovarian cancer. 
22. Breastfeeding decreases mother's
risk of developing endometrial cancer
23. Breastfeeding decreases chances
of baby developing allergies. 
24. Breastmilk dramatically lowers the
risk of baby developing asthma.
25. Breastfeeding decreases baby's
risk of ear infections. 
26. Breastfeeding decreases the risk
of sudden infant death syndrome
(SIDS).
27. Breastfeeding protects baby
against diarrhoeal infections.
28. Breastfeeding protects baby
against bacterial meningitis.
29. Breastfeeding protects baby
against respiratory infections.
30. Breastfed babies have a Iower risk
of developing certain childhood can-
cers. 
31. Breastfeeding decreases chances
of juvenile rheumatoid arthritis. 
32. Breastfed babies are less likely to
contract Hodgkins disease. 
33. Breastfeeding protects baby
against vision defects. 
34. Breastfeeding decreases chances
of osteoporosis. 
35. Breastmilk assists in proper
intestinal development. 
36.Cow's milk is an intestinal irritant. 
37. Breastfed babies are less likely to
become obese later in life. 
38. Breastfed babies have less chance
of cardiopulmonary distress while
feeding. 
39. Breastfed babies have less chance
of developing ulcerative colitis. 
40. Breastmilk protects against hemo-
philus infections. 
41. Breastfed babies require shorter
pre and post-surgical fasting. 
42. Breastfeeding results in less sick
days for working parents. 
43. Breastfeeding enhances vaccine
effectiveness. 
44. Breastfed babies have less chance
of developing 

necrotizing enterocolitis. 
45. Breastfeeding helps delay the
return of fertility. 
46. Breastfeeding is easier than using
formula. 
47. Breastmilk is free. 
48. Formula is expensive. 
49. Formula costs tax payers millions
of dollars. 
50. Breastmilk is always the right tem-
perature. 
51. Breastmilk always has the right
proportions of fat, carbohydrate and
protein.
52. Breastmilk makes for more con-
tented babies. 
53. Breastfeeding makes for happier
moms, too. 
54. Breastmilk tastes better than for-
mula. 
55. Breastfed babies are healthier. 
56. Breastfed babies are less likely to
die before their third birthday. 
57. Breastfed babies require fewer
doctor visits. 
58. Breastfeeding mothers spend less
time and money on doctor’s visits.
59. Breastfed babies don't leave any
garbage behind. 
60. Breastfeeding means no bottles to
tote. 
61. Breastfeeding means fewer cow-
induced global greenhouse gasses. 
62. Breastmilk doesn't need to be
refrigerated. 
63. Cow's milk is designed for baby
cows.
64. Human milk is designed for baby
humans. 
65. Breastmilk provides natural pain
relief for baby.
66. Breastmilk provides the perfect
food for sick baby. 
67. Breastfeeding means more sleep
for baby. 
68. Breastfeeding means more sleep
for mom. 
69. Breastfeeding means more sleep
for dad.
70. Breastfeeding means less equip-
ment to buy. 

71. Breastfeeding means less equip-
ment to maintain and store. 
72. Breastmilk has never been
recalled. 
73. With breastmilk there's no need to
worry about bacterial contamination. 
74. With breastmilk, there's no need
to worry about which brand is better. 
75. With breastmilk, there's no need
to worry about adding contaminated
water. 
76. Breastfeeding helps reduce cruelty
to farm animals. 
77. Breastfeeding facilitates proper
dental and jaw development. 
78. Breastfed babies get fewer cavi-
ties. 
79. Breastfeeding means less money
spent on corrective orthodontia.
80. Breastfeeding means better
speech development.
81. Breastfeeding means less chance
of baby getting eczema.
82. Breastfed babies have great skin. 
83. Breastfed babies spit up less. 
84. Spit-up breastmilk is easier to
cleanup than formula. 
85. Breastmilk contains no genetically
engineered ingredients. 
86. Breastmilk contains no synthetic
growth hormones. 

87. Lack of breastfeeding is associat-
ed with multiple sclerosis in later life. 
88. Breastfeeding means less chance
of inguinal hernia. 
89. Breastfeeding means better cogni-
tive development. 
90. Breastfeeding means better social
development. 
91. Breastfeeding decreases risk of
baby developing urinary tract infec-
tions. 
92. Suckling optimizes hand-to-eye
coordination. 
93. Breastfeeding protects babies
against iron deficiency. 
94. Breastfeeding moms spend less
money on menstrual supplies. 
95. Breastfeeding is a self-confidence
booster for mom. 
96. Breastmilk may help combat eye
infections. 
97. Breastmilk may be a good natural
antibiotic for wounds. 
98. Breastfeeding means no worries
about the latest ingredient discovered
to be missing from formula. 
99. Breastfed babies have much
sweeter smelling diapers. 
100. Breastfed babies smell fantastic. 
101. Breastfeeding is what breasts
were designed for! 

BREASTFEEDING 101

When we look at bre a s t-
feeding support, we tend

to see it in two-dimensions:
time (from pre - p re g n a n c y

to weaning) and place (the
home, community, health

c a re system, etc). But 
neither has much impact

without a third dimension-
communication. 

‘‘



WHY IS YOUR DENTAL
HEALTH IMPORTANT?

Dental health is very
important because the mouth
is the window to the body.
Many illnesses can be diag-
nosed by examination of the
oral cavity. These illnesses
include diabetes, hypertension and HIV. Scientists have also
determined certain links between periodontal (gum) disease and
strokes and cardiovascular accidents. It is now also known
that there is some correlation between periodontal disease
and preterm labour and low birth rates. It is therefore very pru-
dent to monitor the oral health and visit your dental profes-
sional regularly.

HOW MANY TIMES A DAY SHOULD YOU BRUSH YOUR
TEETH, AND WHY?

It is necessary to brush a minimum of 2 times daily and to floss
at least once daily.  If you are able to brush every time you eat
that would be ideal, but this is sometimes impractical. Brushing
your teeth a minimum of twice each day is important so as to
reduce the length of time food debris remains on the teeth. The
longer the debris remains on the teeth, the longer the bacteria in
the mouth has to produce the acid that dissolves the teeth.

It is prudent to clean the teeth of debris whenever you eat.

HOW OFTEN SHOULD YOU CHANGE YOUR TOOTHBRUSH?
You should change your toothbrush whenever the bristles are

bent and ill-shaped. It should not be kept after 3 to 4 months of
usage, even if the bristles look well-shaped. Toothbrushes
should not be stored in covered containers; the bristles should
be allowed to air dry.  Moreover, the bristles from toothbrush-
es used by different persons should not be allowed to touch. If
they touch, there is the possibility of the exchange of bacteria.
Infections will then spread from one person to the next.

HOW DOES FLUORIDE HELP THE TEETH?
Fluoride binds to the enamel of teeth and forms a protective

coat on the surface of the teeth. The coat makes the new
improved tooth surface difficult for acid to dissolve.  Secondly,
fluoride also has an antibacterial quality. Finally, fluoride dis-
rupts the biofilm of plaque which naturally adheres to the sur-
face of teeth. The plaque has bacteria living in it and it is these
bacteria that add to the deterioration of oral hygiene.

WHAT IS PLAQUE AND HOW DOES IT ATTACK THE GUMS?
Plaque is a biofilm consisting of bacteria and extracellular flu-

id that can irritate the gums, causing gingivitis, the early state
of periodontal disease.  Plaque forms hours after brushing
your teeth and it covers teeth surfaces. When plaque remains
on the teeth for long periods it becomes hard and is then
known as tartar or calculus. If plaque continues to form on top

of the calculus, it can irritate the gums, and a pocket may
develop between the teeth and gums.  Plaque buildup can
eventually destroy the gums and bone that support the teeth.

HOW CAN YOU PREVENT GINGIVITIS AND HALITOSIS?
Gingivitis is the inflammation of the gingiva (gums). It is

the first step in a disease process that affects the supporting
structures of the teeth (periodontal disease). Halitosis is bad
breath and can have many causes, some of which are dental.
Other causes are medical in nature, and include digestive dis-
orders. It is therefore prudent to brush at least twice daily,
floss at least once daily, and use an antibacterial mouthwash.
You should also visit your dentist and medical doctor regular-
ly for check-ups.

• This article is for informational purposes only.  It is not intended
and may not be treated as, a substitute for professional
medical/dental advice, diagnosis, or treatment. Always seek the
advice of a physician or dental professional with any questions you
may have regarding a medical/dental condition. Never disregard
professional medical/dental advice or delay in seeking it because of
a purely informational publication.
Dr André R Clarke, DDS, MBBS
Special Care Dentistry
Copyright © 2011 by Dr Andre R
Clarke.  All rights reserved. Repro-
duction of this article, in whole or
in part, is prohibited without
written permission.  If you
have questions, please send
email to dr_
andreclarke@hot-
mail.com.
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(ARA) - The sound of birds chirp-
ing, bright sunshine streaming
through your window, waking you
peacefully before your alarm clock
goes off - there's nothing quite like
waking up, feeling refreshed and
ready to take on the day. 

According to a recent survey by
Wakefield Research, 86 percent of
Americans say that when they start
the day well, it positively affects the
rest of their day. So what can you
do to help ensure all your mornings
begin great? You can start by think-
ing about what brings you joy and
ways to incorporate these things into
your morning routine. 

PLEASE YOUR SENSES 
Even subtle things in our environ-

ment have a way of influencing our
daily routine. Think about the aromas
that promote good feelings in the
morning. If the smell of fresh coffee
helps you get out of bed, consider a
programmable coffeemaker that will

allow the scent of java to fill your
home just as you wake up. 

For many, the smell of fresh clothes
is an important part of feeling good
when getting ready to start the day.
Choosing a laundry detergent and
fabric softener with a long-lasting fra-
grance can help kick-start your morn-
ing and keep the positive feelings
going well into your day. For exam-
ple, Gain with FreshLock is designed
to release its scent from fabrics the
moment you get dressed - so you will
get that great scent as you put on
your clothes in the morning. 

Sounds can also help you start
things off right. To get a jolt of ener-
gy, create a power playlist that will
help you conquer the morning com-
mute. Or, if it's the calming sound of
nature that puts you in a good place,
crack open a window so you can lis-
ten to the sound of nature while you
get ready. 

DEVELOP A MORNING ROUTINE 

Pay special attention to what
makes you feel energised to take
on the day and develop a morn-
ing routine around these things. 

Start by training your body to
wake up at the same time each
day. Grabbing a few extra minutes
of sleep by hitting the snooze but-
ton may seem appealing at first
but rising at the same time each
day can actually help you get more
rest and make for a better morn-
ing. 

If you are anxious about fitting
everything into your morning rou-
tine, consider getting some of your
chores out of the way before you
go to bed. Packing your lunch at
night may allow you to wake up
stress free and take greater joy in
other parts of your morning rou-
tine, from getting out of bed to
getting dressed for the day. 

Everyone has their secrets for
creating the perfect morning, and
the important thing is to figure out
what works best for you. 

Frequently asked
questions about
Oral Health

By ANDRE CLARKE

KEEPING YOUR
MOUTH ALIVE

Tips for making every morning a good morn i n g

T H I S week I choose to
highl ight a  condition
referred to as shoe dermati-
tis. Shoe d e r m a t i t i s is a med-
ical  condition which is
caused by contact of the foot
with chemicals in the mater-
ial of footwear. This c o n d i-
tion can be either irritant or
allergic. 

Irritant shoe dermatitis i s
often caused by wearing
shoes that are wet, poorly
fitting or that have uneven
linings. However, in the case
of allergic (contact) dermati -
t i s, there are many different
substances that can cause
this condition, which is quite
common and is frequently
complicated by secondary
infections or eczema.

I am certain that we are
all owners of a variety of
footwear styles: casual, for-
mal, work and athletic shoes.
The majority  of our
footwear is imported and
made from leather, rubber
and other synthetic materi-
als. The most recent U.S sta-
tistics revealed that 98 per
cent of all shoes are import-
ed, therefore it is impossi-
ble to identify precisely all
their constituent compo-
nents. It is during the manu-
facturing and finishing of
footwear many chemicals

are used. 

SOURCES OF SHOE 
CONTACT DERMATITIS:

Historically, leather, dyes
and rubber allergens were seen
as the most common cause of
shoe dermatitis. Today, shoe
dermatitis may occur if a per-
son is sensitive to the rubber or
elastic compounds in shoes,
inserts or from glues used to
bind shoe components. Other
identifiable causes of shoe der-
matitis are cements, dyes, anti-
mildew agents, formaldehyde,
and nickel eyelets or nickel
arch supports.

SOME SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
OF SHOE DERMATITIS:

The most common site first
involved with shoe dermatitis is
the dorsal (top) surface of the
big toe and on the insteps (top
of foot). It later extends by
spreading to the other toes and
dorsal (top) aspect of the foot.
Skin lesions may be acute, pre-

senting as red, blistering, ooz-
ing and usually symmetrical. 

This dermatitis can range
from mild, itchy rash to severe
itching with swelling and small
blisters. In severe cases, open
sores may present and can
result in secondary bacterial
infections. If any such signs are
present, I urge that you seek
professional help for proper
diagnosis and treatment.

PREVENT SHOE DERMATITIS:
Once this condition is diag-

nosed, the correct footwear is
than a part of the treatment.

An expert in footwear can
assist the physician and the
patient with the selection of
footwear without materials
that may cause shoe dermati-
tis. Substituting products
made of different materials
that do not cause allergic reac-
tions will lessen the likelihood
of future episodes of shoe der-
matitis. “Vegetable-tanned”
footwear can be substituted
as an alternative for the hyper-
sensitive individual. This type
of footwear contains no rub-
ber or formaldehyde.

Finally, it is important to
recognise that shoe dermatitis
is quite common, affecting
children and adults regardless
of race. Patients with shoe der-

matitis can use special types
of shoes prepared from non-
sensitizing substances. I would
also suggest that measures to
control sweating may be very
helpful for the patient who
suffers from shoe dermatitis.
Socks or stockings made of
absorbent cotton or synthetic
perspiration wicking fabric
(e.g. Thorlos or Balega socks
has a unique rapid moisture
evaporation system) should
always be worn. Avoid wet
shoes, poorly fitting shoes or
self treatment and seek pro-
fessional help to treat or pre-
vent shoe dermatitis.

• Bernadette D. Gibson, a Board
Certified and Licensed Pedor-
thist, is the proprietor of Foot
Solutions, a health and well-
ness franchise that focuses on
foot care and proper shoe fit,
located in the Trinity Plaza,
West Bay Street, Nassau.
Bahamas
www.footsolutions.com/nassau
"The views expressed are those
of the author and does not nec-
essarily represent those of Foot
Solutions Incorporated or any
of its subsidiary and/or affiliat-
ed companies. Please direct
any questions or comments to
nassau@footsolutions.com or
322-FOOT (3668). 

By BERNADETTE GIBSON

FOOT 
SOLUTIONS

FOOT AFFLICTION: Shoe d e r m a t i t i s is a medical condition which is caused by contact of the foot with chemicals in the material of
footwear. This condition can be either irritant or allergic.

COLLINS, Ohio
Associated Press 

RANDY Wright has talked
to almost everyone he meets
about the demand for organ
donors — and his need for a
k i d n e y .

So when a Walmart clerk
heard his plight and suggested
the 45-year-old Huron County
man join Facebook, Wright,
with some help, began an
awareness campaign on social
m e d i a .

No one in Wright's family is
a suitable donor, but at least
two siblings have agreed to
donate to others as part of the
paired donation concept cre-
ated by a doctor at the Uni-
versity of Toledo Medical Cen-
ter — formerly the Medical
College of Ohio — where the
man with O blood type is on
the waiting list for a kidney.

"Need 'O' kidney," states
his Facebook community page
liked by more than 50 people.
"Will swap two 'A' kidneys for
one 'O.' Stay tuned in my quest
for a kidney, and please
Donate Life."

Besides the community
page, which is liked by more
than 50 people, Wright has
more than 275 friends on his
personal Facebook page.
Through Facebook and by
doing research online, the
father of three has met others
waiting for organ transplants,
people who have had surgeries,
and people whose loved ones
were donors either while alive
or after death.

And he and his friend Eliza-
beth Wolfe are spreading the
word online about the need for
organ donations during his
home hemodialysis sessions
several times a week where

they live, about 70 miles east of
Toledo in Huron County's
Townsend Township.

Wright has enlarged kidneys
from polycystic kidney disease,
which went undetected until
the laid-off carpenter fell off a
tractor two years ago and had
internal bleeding from rup-
tured cysts.

Nearly 112,000 Americans
await organ transplants, includ-
ing nearly 90,000 who need
kidneys, according to Life Con-
nection of Ohio.

The organ shortage is grow-
ing so rapidly that another per-
son is added to the list every 11
minutes, and 18 people die
every day waiting for a trans-
plant, according to the
Maumee organization.

Such startling statistics have
led Wright and Wolfe to
become advocates of organ
donation. They post stories of

successful transplant surgeries
and other data on Facebook
in hopes of encouraging oth-
ers who also are on transplant
lists and of spurring donations.

"It's hard for us to believe
that all these people are wait-
ing," Wolfe said. "Maybe if
somebody would have been
more active 10 years ago, we
wouldn't be in the shape we
are in now."

She added: "There're thou-
sands of Randys out there."

Dr. Michael Rees, a trans-
plant surgeon at the medical
center, has developed a
method to increase the number
of kidney transplants that can
be done by starting chains of
donations, with the first begin-
ning in 2007.

He created the Maumee-
based Alliance for Paired
Donation Inc., which helps
people with willing donors who
are not matches by lining them
up with other recipients and
d o n o r s .

Ohio man searches for kidney donor on Facebook
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The Bahamian community
needs much help to combat
the social ills that plague it,

something evident as the murder
and crime rate continues to
increase. In her own unique way,
Rhonda Wright has found what
she considers to be an holistic
approach to healing society.  

She is the director and founder of
S.E.E.D.lings’ Place, a non-profit organisa-
tion that is deeply committed to showing the
community that the elements of nature are
ultimately the source for nurturing, for con-
nectedness, for balance and for healing - the
kind of healing that could change a nation.

Her purpose - to lead, guide, connect,
inspire, organise, facilitate and help people to
grow beyond their current selves and circum-
stances. She has lived and proved this for the
past nine years.  As a vegetarian, she embraces
the bounty that nature holds and the healing
properties contained with the herbs.  The gifts
of mother nature give more than physical ben-
efits; the healthy body brings out a healthy
mind, soul and spirit.

Knowing her purpose is only part of the
plan. Rhonda believes that by sharing her way
of life through various events and public
forums, there will be an awakening of spirit for
many who will embrace their natural selves
on a higher level.

Her passions are her children, her family, her
sister circle and her lifestyle. This passion
translates into what she wants to see for her
children, who, as she likes to say are a repre-
sentation of the community’s

children. Touching and contributing to the
shaping of the community, specifically in the
area of wellness, is a purpose which she has
accepted and is humbled and honoured to be
able to carry out - and she does so with strong
support from her husband Koji.

She recently shared one of her mantras with
Tribune Woman: "Life may not always be
easy, but no matter what the circumstances

are and how they’ve turned out (good or bad),
ALL are lessons, and EVERY lesson  is a
BLESSING!"

Her latest venture to help heal the commu-
nity comes in the form of an event just for
moms - and all mothers are invited. Sched-
uled for August 7 it is a one day event that has
pulled together 13 dynamic local and interna-
tional female presenters, and a panel of men.
The intention of the event is to bring together
all women and mothers - past, present &
future, 21 – 60+ years old, or any woman who
has a direct influence on a child and/or family,
in a forum where they can retreat and take
time away solely to focus energies on (re)learn-
ing how to use nature’s elements to heal them-
selves, their families, their communities and
most especially their SEEDS (children) to be
whole and mighty trees.  A myriad of well-
ness topics of special concern will be addressed
in a private and serene environment.

In addition to sharing and educating about
wellness, it is Rhonda’s hope that this event
will also inspire each woman to be honest with
themselves and each other, become more clear
about their passions and purposes and leave
encouraged to remain positive even when
faced with the most challenging and confusing
of situations.

"As women - mothers, we are the givers of
life, the foundation and the backbone of our
families, so it is my hope that the ‘HEALthy
MOMS’ Circle’ will contribute to fostering
ongoing connections between each woman,
mother, individual, family and child, as we all
continue on our individual and collective well-
ness journeys," she said.

"As is the mission of S.E.E.D.lings’ Place,
together we must heal ourselves, our SEEDS
and our community, one step, one plate, one
thought at a time."

• For more information about 'S.E.E.Dlings’ con-
tact Rhonda Wright at 525-5813 or email her at
seedlingsplace@gmail.com or ‘like’ the Facebook
page, SEEDlings’ Place Non-profit organization,
for updates on all programs.

‘HEALthy
MOMS’ Circle’
Conversations with MOMS in mind
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IT’S 3am and you are awak-
ened by the light from your
man’s laptop screen. The

first thing you want to do is
scream “turn that computer off,
can’t you see I am sleeping”
instead you hold back simply
because you know your man is
finishing up work. 

However, you twist and turn as the light
is distracting and the springs from the bed
mattress make it difficult for you to sleep
comfortably. You get up and lean over to
see what he is up to and before he gets the
chance to remove Playboy from the screen
you catch him!

Some women believe viewing porn is
tantamount to cheating. But is it really?

According to tv personality and psy-
chologist Dr Phil, viewing porn is never
acceptable behaviour. “It is a perverse and
ridiculous intrusion into your relationship.
It is an insult, it is disloyal and it is cheating.
Pornography isn't real, it's a fantasy. It's
makeup, beauty lenses, hair extensions,
camera angles, lighting and silicone! It's
also somebody's daughter who has taken a
really, really wrong turn. She's demeaning
herself, debasing herself, humiliating herself
and she's being exploited by people who
are funded by you. It is a sick, demented,
twisted world. It's not healthy, it's not nat-
ural and it's not normal.”

However, some Bahamian women
debunk Dr Phil’s perspective on viewing
pornography. As Dr Phil himself noted
watching pornography is nothing but fan-
tasies and the women say having fantasies
is something that everyone has and it is
quite normal.

NEGLECT

Patricia Darville* said she does not
believe that watching porn is cheating.
However when the situation arises where
there is neglect as a result of pornography,
it becomes cheating she said.

“In my opinion, men watching porn isn't
cheating per se. They are watching men

and women have sex on camera, miles away
from them. So there is no physical contact.
And I doubt there is an emotional contact.
The men only want to see the sex.

She continued: “However, the porn can
become cheating when it is robbing the
wife of her time, and taking the man's ener-
gy. So this is when watching porn becomes
an addiction for the hubby when he is up
late at night watching porn and masturbat-
ing to it when he should be in his wife's
bed. When he denies the wife sex and is no
longer interested in her sexually and would
rather get off on porn. Basically, when porn
becomes an addiction, then it's cheating.
That's my take on it. I'm no expert, but a
husband and wife who aren’t sexually
attracted to each other may just be bored in
the bed. So the best thing to do is visit a sex
shop or something. A lot of people, married
people, are ashamed to go to a sex shop and
spice things up,” she explained.

On the other hand, Stella Simmons* had
mixed views on the issue. She said while

she does not consider watching
pornography cheating she

would be hurt to know that
that is what her significant

other is doing. 
“I don’t think its cheat-

ing, but it just would make
me think he is a freak.
Who gets off on watch-

ing other people have

sex? I would be hurt, and I think other
women who found their men watching porn
have the right to be hurt too.”

She added that an alternative to watch-
ing porn would be: “Cut our own sex tape.
Why watch porn when we can make our
own movie. I also think men who watch
porn do it to make up for that rush they
don’t get in the bedroom. Then again you
have some of those men who are really
addicted and have a psychological prob-
lem. But I do not think it is not cheating,”
she said.

CHEATING

Ceclia Rose* agrees with Dr Phil’s stance
on the issue. She said: I think watching
porn is cheating hands down. Why do you
have to be moved by someone else? If I am
your woman you should only have eyes for
me. If I catch my man watching porn it
would make me feel less than, because I
would feel as though I don’t fit the image
that he is turned on by,” she explained.

*Kadijah Stubbs had this to say: “I don’t
think its cheating because it isn’t like he is
with someone else, he’s just watching it so
I guess I'll say no. If he chooses to watch
porn instead of having sex with me I would
consider him a freak, pervert or a ‘sissy’
on the low,” she said.

* names have been changed
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HANGTIME: The Bahamas (black and gold) moved to 2-0 following a 75-41 victory over Bermuda in the 2011 Caribbean Basketball
Confederation Championships at Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium Sunday night.                     SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGES 2 & 8E

By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

F
or the second consecu-
tive night, the Bahamas
relished their role as
hosts and looked to be
the most dominant team

in the 2011 Caribbean Basketball
Confederation Championships.

The Bahamas moved to 2-0 Sunday
night with a 75-41 win over Bermuda
at Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium.

C J Hinds again led the team in
scoring with 12 points, one of three
players in double figures as every
member of the 12-man roster for
Team Bahamas reached the score-
board.

Quentin Hall finished with 10
points and six rebounds while Keno
Burrows also added 10 points. 

Mitchell Johnson transitioned from
a scorer in game one to a facilitator in
game two and finished with a game
high nine assists to go along with four
points, five rebounds and two steals.

His assist total trumped the entire
Bermudan team who finished with
just seven.

J R Cadot finished with another
all-around game with eight points
and seven rebounds, Jamal Douglas
added seven points and six rebounds,
Cordero Seymour finished with sev-
en points and Michael Bain Jr added
six. 

Jason Lowe and Aaron Jackson
each finished with eight points to lead
Bermuda.

Another distinct advantage on the
boards for the Bahamas as they out-
rebounded the visiting team 42-27.
The team shot 57 per cent from the
field, led by Hinds who shot 5-6 for 83
per cent and Burrows who shot 5-7
for 71 per cent.

Despite another lopsided win for
the Bahamas, the woes continue at
the free throw line where they shot
just 11-24 for 46 per cent.

The home team opened with a
strong first quarter and led 24-13.
They limited the Bermudans to just
seven points in the second and took a

40-20 lead at the half.
After winning the third 19-11, the

Bahamas cruised to the 34-point win.
Day two also featured a pair of

teams making their first appearance
in the win column.

The British Virgin Islands got their
first win of the tournament when they
beat the Cayman Islands team, 66-
54.

Rashid Cann led the game for the
British Virgin Islands team with 16
points, six assists and five steals.
Norville Carey and Kennedy Bass
also finished with 12 points each.

The US Virgin Islands topped
Antigua and Barbuda, 84-73. Four
players scored in double figures for
the Virgin Islands team, including
Victor Cuthbert who led the way with
20 points and 12 rebounds.  

Other standouts from the winning
team were Ivan Aska with 24, Aaron
Brown with 15 and Walter Hodge
with 13. 

For Antigua, Julius Hodge had a
great game with 24 points, seven
rebounds and three steals.

Improves record to 2-0 with 75-41 victory

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

WHILE his partner is still
making a comeback from an
injury since they were ousted
in the first round of the
French Open at Roland Gar-
ros in May, Mark Knowles
has the luxury of teaming up
with Xavier Malisse of Bel-
gium for the next couple of
weeks.

Malisse, whom many would
remember was a guest last
December for Knowles’ Invi-
tational on Paradise Island,
will fill the spot of Michal
Mertinak as he and Knowles
will play together for the first
time at the Farmers Classic
in Los Angeles, California,
this week as the No.3 seeds.

Malisse and Alexandr Dol-
gopolov of the Ukraine inci-
dentally sent Knowles and
Mertinak packing at Roland
Garros with a 6-2, 7-6 (3)
decision in their first round
match. It was the second tour-
nament for the year that
Malisse and a partner ousted
Knowles and Mertinak, so it’s
probably a good omen that
they are now playing together.

Whenever their match is set
up, Knowles and Malisse will
play their first match against
the Great Britain team of
Colin Fleming and Ross
Hutchins.

“He’s a good singles and
doubles player,” said Knowles
of Malisse. “So I want to see
how we do in a couple of
tournaments on the hard
courts this summer, while
Mertinak will play in a few
tournaments on the clay
courts in Europe as he gets
back before the US Open.”

With their first tournament
this week in Los Angeles,
Knowles and Malisse are then
scheduled to travel to Wash-
ington DC at the Legg Mason
Tennis Classic – starting
August 1 – where Knowles
and American Mardy Fish
won the title last year.

From there, the duo will
play in two big Masters Tour-
naments at the Rogers Cup
in Montreal, Canada, starting
August 8 and the Western &
Southern Open in Cincinnati,
starting August 14.

They will lead up to the US
Open, the final Grand Slam
Tournament, where Knowles
is expected to be reunited
with Mertinak in New York,
starting on August 29.

Fresh off his appearance in
team tennis for the Sacra-
mento Capitals over the last
three weeks where his team
made the playoffs, Knowles
said he’s feeling good and
looking forward to an exciting
summer.

“Hard courts is my best sur-
face, so playing on the hard
brings back good memories,”
he said. 

“The expectations are as
they always are. I want to win
some matches and hopefully
win some tournaments. I want
the best and I expect the best.
I know all of the big players,
so as long as we can mesh
together, we should and can
be a formidable team. But I’m
also eager to get back on the

Knowles set 
to double up
with Xavier 

Malisse

SSEEEE ppaaggee 33EE
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21st Caribbean Basketball Confederation Championships, Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium...
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HIGHLIGHTS: The Bahamas (black and gold) moved to
2-0 following a 75-41 victory over Bermuda in the 2011
Caribbean Basketball Confederation Championships at
the Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium Sunday night. Some
highlights of the game can be seen here.

 



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

ANOTHER track and field
championship and another
outstanding performance by
a Bahamian national team,
leaving Bahamas Association
of Athletic Associations
(BAAA) president Mike
Sands basking in the success
of the athletes.

“The kids performed
exceptionally well and I
would say that they per-
formed to expectations and
then some,” was how Sands
put the performances of the
team at the 16th Junior Pan
American Championships
into perspective yesterday on
his return home from Mira-
mar, Florida.

“There are those that may
think there were some sur-
prises, but there are those of
us who knew that with the
kind of work that the kids put
in, the kind of peaking that
the coaches had them doing
and the focus they put on this
meet, their performances
were not surprising. They
were right where we expected
them.”

However, Sands admitted
that there were one or two
disappointments, but they
were all overshadowed by the
10 medals, including one from
all four relay teams in the
men and women 4 x 100 and 4
x 400 races.

He heralded the triple
medal feat by Anthonique
Strachan, who smashed the
meet and junior national
records to post her winning
time of 22.70 seconds in the
women’s 200 that now has her
ranked at No.10 on the all-
time junior list.

“What can you say about
Anthonique Strachan,” said
Sands, about the 17-year-old
St Augustine’s College sen-
sation, who was fresh off her
200m silver medal perfor-
mance at the Senior Central
American and Caribbean
Championships in Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, a week before.

“She ran the rounds in four
finals, so I don’t want to
under-play her performance. I
believe if there was an out-
standing award, she would
have again been considered
for that award, considering
that she won bronze in the
100, running a world leading
time in taking the gold in the
200, coming from behind to
walk the Jamaican down, or
as they say ‘suck her in’ to
anchor the Bahamas to gold
in the 4 x 100 relay and come
back to run the lead off leg
for the 4 x 400 relay team. She
was just outstanding.”

Strachan kicked off the
championship by clinching the
bronze in the 100 in 11.46.
After her 200 run, she
anchored the team of
Devynne Charlton,
Carmeisha Cox and V’Alonee
Robinson to gold in the 4 x
100 in 45.04 and she led off
the team of Pedrya Seymour,
Charlton and Katrina Sey-
mour to bronze in the 4 x 400
in 3:42.61.

Seymour, now nicknamed
‘Hollywood,’ displayed a
“heart of gold,” according to
Sands, in winning the gold in
the 400 hurdles in 57.87. Oth-
er individual medals came
from Ryan Ingraham with a
silver in the men’s high jump
(2.22m or 7-3 1/4), Tamara
Myers with a silver as well in
the women’s triple jump
(12.85m or 42-2) and Latario
Minns-Collie with a bronze in
the men’s triple jump (15.93m
or 52-3 1/4).

The men’s team of Blake
Bartlett, Shavez Hart, Delano
Davis and Trevorvano Mack-
ey got a bronze in the 4 x 100
in 40.26 and the another
bronze came from the men’s 4
x 400 team of Nejmi Burn-
side, Andre Wells, Hart and
Julian Munroe in 3:14.96.

“The kid performed up to
expectations, so I’m very, very
proud of their performances,”
said Sands, who praised the
management, coaching and
medical staff, as well as the
large number of Bahamian
spectators for helping to make
the trip a successful one.
“Everybody had their work
cut out and we came together
as one and made it happen.”

The Bahamas ended up
tied for second place in the
medal count in terms of gold

medals and third overall in
the medal count. Sands
thanked Atlantis and Ed
Fields, who provided the nec-
essary sponsorship for the
BAAA to make the trip a
reality.

While Sands agreed that
they were hoping that IAAF
World Youth 400 champion
Shaunae Miller would have
made the trip, they stand by
their last minute decision to
cut her off the team as a result
of a dispute with her
father/coach Shaun Miller
over her availability only for
relay duties.

“We had to focus on the
athletes that were there. It
would be remiss of me to say
that Shaunae’s absence was
not missed,” he stated. “As
the World Youth champion,
she would have definitely
been able to make a contri-
bution.

“But at the end of the day,
we had to focus on the ath-
letes that were there, as I wish
to do now. That topic is for
another time. As I said
before, I left for Miramar, I
wanted to focus on that and
not allow any negative stories
to distract from their intended
goals, which they went out
and achieved. I wish to give
the kudos to the athletes who
went out there and carried the
Bahamian flag.”

With a tremendous success
from the various teams that
have traveled over the past
two months, Sands said they
will now switch their focus of
attention on the IAAF World
Championships in Athletics
to Daegu, South Korea, at the
end of August.

“We have to regroup as an
organisation and focus our
attention on that and the Sr
Pan Am Championships in
October and the Youth Con-
gress Championships later on,
so we’re not finished yet,”
Sands said. “We don’t have
the luxury to rest on our lau-
rels. The Sr CAC Champi-
onships is the big one coming
up next and we have to get
ready for that.”

Hopefully, the BAAA will

have another celebration to
look forward to. 

As for the Jr Pan Am team,
they returned home late last
night. A press conference is
scheduled for today when the
BAAA and the Ministry of
Sports are expected to heap
their accolades on the ath-
letes, including those from
Grand Bahama, before they
head home.

SPORTS
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court with Mertinak later this
summer, hopefully at the US
Open.”

Through the first 12 tour-
naments so far this year,
Knowles has not been suc-
cessful in winning a title yet.
The closest he and Mertinak
came were in consecutive
tournaments in February
where they lost to Malisse and
Alejandro Falla in San Jose
and to Max Mirnyi and
Daniel Nestor in Memphis.

Malisse, who now resides
in Sarasota, Florida, pulled
off his only doubles title this
year when he and Dolgopolov
teamed up to beat Roger Fed-
erer and Stanislas Wawrinka
in the final of the ATP World
Masters 1,000 in Indian Wells,
California, in March.

Knowles to double 
up with Malisse

FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11EE

TTRRAACCKK
RROOLLLLEE WWIINN 
JAMIAL Rolle, prepar-

ing for the IAAF World
Championships in Daegu,
South Korea, next month,
pulled off a victory in the
men’s 100m over the
weekend.

Rolle, the oldest com-
petitor in the race at age
29, clocked 10.36 seconds
to easily beat out the field
that saw his nearest com-
petitor, American Court-
land Walls, finish second
in 10.69.

During the preliminar-
ies, Rolle posted the
fastest qualifying time of
10.42, followed by Walls
in 10.73.

TTRRAACCKK
CCOORRRREECCTTIIOONN
IT was incorrectly stated

in a Tribune Sports article
published on Monday that
Kirani James, who won
the men’s 200m at the
2011 Junior Pan American
Track and Field Champi-
onships in Miramar, Flori-
da, is from Jamaica.

James is actually from
Grenada. The Tribune
apologises to James for the
error.

BBAASSEEBBAALLLL
EEDD AARRMMBBRRIISSTTEERR 
PPLLAAYY
THREE games were

completed in the Ed Arm-
brister Baseball League at
Windsor Park on Satur-
day.

The Eagles, coached by
Andy Percentie, came out
of Saturday’s baseball
action with two victories
over Mike Butler’s Hawks
team in the 9-11 age divi-
sion.

The Eagles scored three
runs in the final inning to
seal a 7-4 victory and
a double-header sweep
over the Hawks. In the
second game, the Eagles
won by a score of 9-8.

Kristian Robinson
pitched and hit the Eagles
to the victories with a
home run, a double, a sin-
gle, drove in four runs and
scored five runs. For the
defeated Hawks, Liam
Todd scored four runs.

In Saturday’s featured
game at Windsor Park,
Kyle Adderley drove in six
runs on a home run and
triple to power the Tigers
to a 10-9 win over the
Bears in the 12-14 age divi-
sion. Adderley then came
in relief as a pitcher to
close the door on the
Bears.

Rashard Stevenson and
Malik Storr contributed
three runs each for the
winning Tigers, also
coached by Mike Butler.
Randy Murphy and Gee
Bethel scored two runs
each for the defeated
Bears, coached by Andy
Percentie.

The Ed Armbrister
Baseball League is named
after former Bahamian
Major League Baseball
player Ed Armbrister,
who played five years for
the Cincinnati Reds, win-
ning two consecutive
World Series titles in 1975
and 1976. Armbrister is
one of five Bahamians to
play in the Major League
Baseball and the only one
still alive.

SPORTS
INBRIEF Junior athletes ‘performed to 

expectations and then some’

TOP: Shown (l-r) are Anthonique Strachan, Katrina Seymour and
V’Alonee Robinson.
ABOVE: Tamara Myers won silver in the triple jump.
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21st Caribbean Basketball Confederation Championships, Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium...

Bahamas earns 2-0 record
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UNBEATEN: The Bahamas (black and gold) moved to 2-0 following a 75-41 victory over Bermuda in the
2011 Caribbean Basketball Confederation Championships at the Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium Sunday night.
Some highlights of the game can be seen here.
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