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Prison officer
dies in shooting
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Avenging
Angels!

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net 

A PRISON officer became
the country’s latest murder
victim when he was shot in
the head during an alterca-
tion at a gated apartment
complex over the weekend.

The victim, 27-year-old
Clifford Wellington Godet Jr
of Seven Hills Drive, died in
hospital Friday night, upping
the country’s murder count
to 74 for the year. Police say
that around 10.13pm Friday
they received reports of a
shooting at Egan’s Estates,
commonly known Eagles
Nest, Gladstone Road. Upon
arrival at the scene, police
found Godet lying in a pool of
blood just outside several
apartment units with a gun
shot wound to the head.  

According to police, the
information they received was
that the victim was involved in
an altercation with another
man at Egan’s Estates, which
resulted in the man shooting
him in the head with a shot-
gun. 

ASP Leon Bethel, head of

the homicide unit, said that
police presently have a man in
custody for questioning over
the shooting  and investiga-
tions into the matter are con-
tinuing. While earlier media
reports on the incident sug-
gested that the shooting was
over a piece of jewellery, ASP
Bethel said that police have
not yet determined a motive
for the killing.

“We are still trying to
determine why this hap-
pened,” ASP Bethel said.
When the Tribune visited the
scene yesterday several eye-
witnesses, who wished not be
named, gave a different
account of the incident. 

According to one eyewit-
ness, while there had been an
argument over a hand chain
earlier that evening, the
deceased was not involved in
it. The witnesses said that
shortly before the shooting
took place, the deceased
arrived at the scene brandish-
ing a shotgun and got into an
altercation with a man who
subsequently got his own
weapon and opened fire in

Murder count
rises to 74
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The stories behind the news

By PACO NUNEZ and

RUPERT MISSICK Jr

I
t has been said that our

reliance on so fickle an

industry as tourism is

unwise and will hurt the

Bahamas if we do not learn

to diversify.

This argument takes for granted

that tourism has treated us well,

only raising the point that it may

not last forever; a point today's eco-

nomic climate serves to illustrate.

Were anyone to suggest, howev-

er, that our status as the most suc-

cessful nation in the region is itself

nothing more than a mirage, he

would be recommended for a head

examination by most people.

The Bahamas is certainly facing

some difficult challenges in terms

of rising crime and violence, but

Bahamians still have the highest

per-capita income, the strongest cur-

rency, the most lucrative tourism

industry in the Caribbean.

The usual interpretation is that

the first set of conditions somehow

exists despite the second. We are

daily beset, in newspapers and on

the radio, by the views of semi-pro-

fessional opinion-mongers con-

vinced they know how to right this

imbalance.

But what if we have the whole

thing backwards? What if the very

character of our "success" is the

source of the social degeneration

we so lament?

On Thursday night, a teeming

audience of academics, students,

artists, poets, politicians and jour-

nalists were asked to consider this

proposition.

The idea is not really new: The

service/subservience debate has sur-

faced repeatedly during our short

independent history.

Yet the suggestion seemed to

arrest the audience, to hold it in sus-

pension. Perhaps the direct manner

in which it was stated had some-

thing to do with this. The speaker

did not beat around the bush.

"I think we are threatened by

mental, moral, intellectual extinc-

tion from tourism," he said.

Then again, the audience's reac-

tion may have had something to do

with the fact that it was no mere

opinion monger who pronounced

this verdict, but arguably the most

brilliant writer the Caribbean has

ever produced.

Nobel laureate Derek Walcott

was in Nassau last week to deliver

the Anatol Rodgers Memorial Lec-

ture at the College of the Bahamas

on Thursday. In addition to dis-

cussing art and poetry, he shared

his views on the model of tourism

unfolding throughout the region.

He spoke about the bright lights

of Nassau's tourism enclaves, and

how they contrast with the "dark-

ness" of inactivity and limited cir-

cumstances in which the surround-

ing neigbourhoods are shrouded.

Mr Walcott criticised the politi-

cians whose policies have created

this dichotomy, saying the fact that

they "see the contrast as necessary"

is a "serious admission of futility."

This futility is in turn absorbed by

individuals for whom the contrast

is not merely a spectacle, but a con-

dition of everyday life, he suggested.

It is not lost on people that

"every view is up for sale in the

Caribbean," Mr Walcott said. "The

association of inferiority and insult

is tremendous." 

The following day, he told a sem-

inar group: "We accept in our own

society an image that goes like this:

There is a huge liner in harbour, in

the port, as big as the town next to

the liner. Around the town there is

the ghetto where the poor live. The

poor are part of the picturesque

poster that we establish in the

Caribbean. We advertise the liner

and the poverty simultaneously.

That has become part of our image

of where we live and what we

accept."
Speaking to Insight, Mr Walcott

offered an anecdote to illustrate

how this contrast and disproportion

begins to affect the individual.

"This sounds romantic but it’s

more than just being romantic or

nostalgic about something. There is

a beach in St Lucia near where I

live. I used to go to a particular

grape tree and sit down there and

write. It was a beautiful place. Next

thing I know a hotel is going up, so

that grape tree is no more.

"Now, who am I to want a grape

tree? – That is the kind of question

you begin to get."

He said the reason many of us do

not see the problem, is that we are

looking through the wrong lens.

Economics, he feels, lacks the

scope necessary to even approach

the most important questions.

He told the seminar group: "We

have had revolutions against the

existence of poverty and cruelty and

race – do we have an economics

that goes beyond, that adapts to the

necessities of conscience? Do we

have guilt in our economic policy?

And do we have embarrassment or

shame in our economics? If we do,

I'm not aware of it."

Prominent local psychologist Dr

David Allen has already described

the Bahamas as a “shame-based

society” and suggested that this is at

the root of many of our most diffi-

cult social problems.

For Mr Walcott, the inability to

take into account embarrassment

and shame explains our blindness

to the true effects of a tourism dom-

inated economy in a region with so

severe a history of division and

alienation.

These effects, he said, become

more intense the smaller the coun-

try and the larger the dominant

resort developments.

If this is so, the Bahamas – far

from being the most successful

country in the region – is actually at

the epicentre of the rot.

Mr Walcott told Insight: "The

disproportion begins in terms of,

how can a place so small have such

a big resort? The scale starts to go

and the government justifies the

scale by saying they are getting

money. No government thinks in

terms of modesty of scale when it

comes to development. It has

already happened in the northern

Caribbean and in the Bahamas."

Asked what he thought of the

Atlantis Resort, the outspoken poet

said: "If we had something of that

size in St Lucia, I'd have to either

give up or leave St Lucia. I could

not let myself be that physically

dominated by one building.”

On his native island, like here,

the growth of tourism has been

accompanied by rising crime, which

in turn has provoked a reaction

quite familiar to Bahamians – the

erection of domestic fortifications.

He said: "I don't have an electric

gate. I have not so far been robbed.

Now they are saying there has been

a lot of burglaries in the vicinity of

where I live.

"When I was young, I had great

contempt for where I live now. I

used to think only rich white people

lived there. And I am not a rich

white person. But now they are

going to have a gated community

and I don't want it because it pro-

vokes.
"I have a theory that my open

gate doesn't challenge burglary,

because [when] you put a gate and a

bell, people start to think there must

be something in there."

Mr Walcott believes the insensi-

tive, sometimes "illiterate" politi-

cians Caribbean people elect have a

great deal to answer for.

"Governments need to do

Have we got it

all wrong?

THE public presentations

by Mr Walcott last week were

made possible by two entities:

The College of the Bahamas'

School of English Studies and

the Construction Seminar

Group.
Mr Walcott was this year's

speaker at the annual Anatol

Rodgers Memorial Lecture

Series hosted by the School of

English Studies (SES) in con-

junction with the Rodgers

family.
The series provides an

opportunity for members of

the college and the wider

community to interact with

noted literary and linguistic

scholars.

It is named in honour of

the late Anatol Rodgers who

contributed to the develop-

ment of education in the

Bahamas from 1933 to 1975

and who was the third

Bahamian and first female

Principal of the government

High School (1971-1975).

Although she taught a vari-

ety of subjects during her pro-

fessional life, Mrs Rodgers’

first love was English.

Following the lecture,

which took place on Thurs-

day, Mr Walcott addressed a

seminar organised by Con-

struction Seminar Group

(CSG).
The CSG, which consists of

Lelawattee Manoo-Rahming,

her husband Hammond Rah-

ming, Michael Diggis and

Henry Hepburn, wrote a

paper two years ago called

The Impact of Foreign Direct

Investment on the Develop-

ment of the Bahamas.

The paper was presented at

a construction conference in

Trinidad and was well

received.

Mrs Manoo-Rahming said

this gave the group the idea of

trying to do a similar thing in

the Bahamas.

She said: "The time for the

next one was coming up and

we thought that it would be a

great idea to do the impact on

foreign direct investment not

only in the Bahamas but on

the Caribbean because we

were trying to involve people

in the Caribbean to really dia-

logue with us."

THE Bahamas prides itself on being the most successful

economy in the Caribbean, taking advantage of geography

and natural beauty to become an example to which other

island nations can aspire. But one eminent literary mind

considers the model of development we exemplify to 

be at the root of a crisis of shame and cultural 

insecurity plaguing the region. INSIGHT reports...

Governments must

insist that foreign

investors help

with cultural

development

NOBEL LAUREATE DEREK WALCOTT

SEE page 4C

SEE page 5C
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SANTA COMES TO TOWN

SANTA arrived in Nassau this weekend to meet youngsters at Kelly’s Home Store. The Mall at Marathon store opened its Toy Land on Sat-
urday ahead of the festive season.
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By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

ARMED robberies continued across New Providence
this weekend leaving three men in hospital with gun-
shot wounds and a stabbing injury, one of the men is in
serious condition.

An employee of Butler’s Bargain Mart in Baillou Hill
Road was shot in the stomach when two masked gunmen
burst into the store just before 10pm on Friday demand-

Three in hospital
after weekend

armed robberies

SEE page 15

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A DETECTIVE was
shot twice in the knee
when he and another
plain-clothes detective
approached three suspects
outside a house in Baillou
Hill Road and Laird Street
yesterday afternoon.

The two detectives were
on patrol in an unmarked
car when they became sus-
picious about three men
standing on the front

Detective shot
approaching 

suspects 

SEE page 15

THE Department of Immi-
gration last night announced
that it will conduct an investi-
gation into allegations made
by a Jamaican man last week
about his treatment at the
hands of Immigration officials
in October. 

Businessman Andrew Dil-
lon claims he was stopped at
Lynden Pindling Airport then
held at Carmichael Road
Detention Centre for close to
two days without adequate
food or water.

As a result of his claims, the
Department of Immigration
has compiled a file from state-
ments of persons working at
the airport and detention cen-

tre and intends to form a com-
mittee to investigate the mat-
ter. They also have a state-

Immigration Dept to
investigate Jamaican

man’s allegations
By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A 29-
year-old man  was shot and
killed by a gunman during a
home invasion in the Alba-
core Drive area on Satur-
day evening.

The man’s death pushes
Grand Bahama’s homicide
count to 11 for the year.

Asst Supt Loretta Mack-
ey said police received a
report around 9.45pm on
Saturday of a shooting at a
house in the Albacore Drive
area, near the Cricket Field. 

Man killed 
by gunman in
home invasion

SEE page 15 SEE page 15
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Vanquish the

Dragon

By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

AN 11th grade student of
CV Bethel High School is
being held by police for ques-
tioning in the stabbing of two
other students from that
school reportedly after an
argument broke out over the
alleged theft of his girlfriend’s
cell phone earlier that morn-
ing.

According to police some-
time around 1pm they
received the report from the
school that a stabbing had
taken place at the East Street
South school. The informa-
tion that the police relayed is
that two males, ages 15 and
16 years were stabbed shortly
after 11am. Both students are
listed in serious but stable
condition at the Princess Mar-
garet Hospital.

While the stabbing took
place nearly two hours before
it was reported to the police,
there has been no explana-
tion from the school as to why
the police were not informed
of the matter earlier.

The police report contin-

ued: “One student was
stabbed in the left upper
chest, while the other in the
upper back. Circumstances
are unknown as to exactly
what took place, however
police officers are presently
conducting inquiries.”

However, The Tribune has
been able to confirm through
the Director of Education
Lionel Sands that the alleged
perpetrator is another 11th
grade student who is report-
edly currently in police cus-
tody.

“There was indeed two stu-
dents who were injured at the
school. The case surrounded
these two students and anoth-
er student who did the stab-
bing. It was related to some
student and a cell phone that
was supposedly stolen from
the girlfriend of one of the
students,” Mr Sands said.

Speaking to the security of
the campus, Mr Sands said
that the ministry employs cer-
tain restrictions and measures
to limit the number of
weapons that can be smug-
gled onto the campus. Noting

Youth quizzed
after ‘argument
over cell phone’
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PASSPORTTOPARADISE
THE LATEST EDITION OF THE TRIBUNE’S PASSPORT TO PARADISE MAGAZINE IS NOW
AVAILABLE. FEATURING ARTICLES ON DINING, SHOPPING AND SPECIAL EVENTS IN
THE BAHAMAS, THE HOLIDAY EDITION IS DELIVERED DOOR-TO DOOR AT ATLANTIS,
OCEAN CLUB, THE BRITISH COLONIAL HILTON AND HOTELS ON CABLE BEACH.

Two stabbed
in school fight

SEE page eight

By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

A JAMAICAN man has called on authorities in his
country and The Bahamas to follow up on a “horrible
ordeal” he claims to have suffered at the hands of Immi-
gration officials when he was denied entry to the country
in October.

In a letter sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Jamaica, forwarded to The Tribune in the hope that local
Bahamian officials would take steps to improve the situa-
tion for future visitors, Andrew Dillion claims he was com-
ing to The Bahamas to see friends last month when his hol-

Jamaican man claims
‘horrible ordeal’ with
immigration officials

SEE page 10

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHARLISE

FAMILY AND FRIENDS of 15-year-old Charlise Bain (inset) have paid tribute to her with this shrine.
Charlise was killed when the bus taking her and seven other students home from school collided with a
white 1995 Dodge van in Spruce Street, Nassau Village on Friday.
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By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

CRADLING the dying boy
in his arms, a friend of Bren-
ton Smith who was at his side
before he was shot screamed,
"You just shot an innocent
man!" 

Police Staff Association
President Bradley Sands was
at the scene with Detective
Corporal 1476 Kelsie Munroe
— the officer who is alleged
to have fired the fateful bullet
— the night Brenton was
shot, it was revealed yester-
day. 

Moments before he died,
Brenton and his friend
laughed and talked in a
"relaxed" manner as they
walked through a popular
shortcut in the Kemp Road
area which leads to the near-

Friend of Brenton
Smith told police:
you just shot an
innocent man

SEE page eight

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

IT TOOK a jury just
under two hours yesterday
to find Frank Alphonso
Pinder guilty of the Octo-
ber 2006 murders of two
men in South Andros.

The jury of 10 women
and two men unanimously
found Pinder, 33, of the
Bluff, South Andros, guilty
of the murders of Glen-
wood Neely Jr and James
Mitchell Smith Jr.  The two
men were reported miss-
ing almost two weeks
before their bodies were
discovered in a remote
area of The Bluff, South
Andros, in an advanced

Man found
guilty of two

murders

SEE page nine

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

JOHN Travolta has appointed top
attorney Michael Perkins to represent
him in the retrial of Pleasant Bridge-
water and Tarino Lightbourne over
attempted extortion of $25 million.

Lawyers Michael Ossi and Michael

McDermott who represented the Tra-
volta family at the trial in Nassau over
five weeks from September 22 are now
witnesses in the case.

Former PLP Senator Bridgewater,
49, and former ambulance driver
Lightbourne, 47, are accused of
attempting to extort money from Mr

John Travolta appoints top attorney for retrial

SEE page eightJOHN TRAVOLTA

THE TRIBUNE reported on the
allegations last week.
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C O M M O N W E A L T H B A N K

Saturday Banking Hours:
10AM-1PM
Tel: 461-1300

FULL SERVICE BANKING, WELL WITHIN YOUR REACH.

Mon.-Thurs. 9:00AM-3:30PM
Fri. 9:30AM-4:30PM

GOLDEN GATES 
BRANCH

FULL SERVICE SATURDAY BANKING

Announces

Beginning November 7, 2009

|  “Leader in Personal Banking Services” |   www.combankltd.com

• Loans

• Foreign Exchange

• Mortgages

• Deposits

• Credit Cards

• Online Banking

• Safe Deposit Boxes

• Drive Thru Teller

• 24 Hr. ABM
(Drive Thru & Walk-in)

THE US AMBASSADOR TO THE BAHAMAS Nicole Avant looks on as a cake is cut on Saturday night at the Sandals Hotel
to mark the US Marine Corps’ 234th birthday. 

MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORTS AND CULTURE Desmond Bannister speaks with US Ambassador to the Bahamas Nicole
Avant on Saturday night at the Sandals Hotel. The US Marine Corps was celebrating its 234th birthday. 

HAPPY 234th BIRTHDAY, US MARINE CORPS!

THE BOYS BRIGADE, founded in
Nassau in 1909, is celebrating 100
years of service in the Common-
wealth of the Bahamas. The brigade
is pictured performing in Nassau.

THE BOYS BRIGADE
CELEBRATES
CENTURY 
MILESTONE

PHOTOS: Felipé Major/Tribune staff

       



By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

FAMILIES of murder vic-
tims seeking justice for their
loved ones took to the streets
on Saturday calling for author-
ities to impose the death penal-
ty for murderers.

The march organised by the
Worker’s Party involved some
300 people, including the fam-
ilies of 10 people whose lives
were claimed by violent crime.

As they set off from Arawak
Cay and walked through Nas-
sau Street, Poinciana Drive,
Baillou Hill Road and Black
Village, the friends and rela-
tives of murder victims waved
placards, shouted slogans and
cried out for justice.

Relatives of the late Preston
Ferguson, found dead in his
company truck on the side of a
road in Great Exuma on
August 2, called for justice as
police have still not ascertained
the cause of Mr Ferguson’s
suspicious death.

And Diane Bethel, whose
son Deron “Sharkie” Bethel,
20, was killed outside his
Pinewood Gardens home in
March 2006, called for justice

as she is still waiting for the
police officer charged in con-
nection his death to be brought
to trial.

Yvonne Rolle has suffered
the deaths of two of her sons,
brutally gunned down in Nas-
sau. 

She wants justice for her son
Marvin Ferguson, 33, shot
dead in an armed robbery
eight years ago, and for her 33-
year-old son Sirdino Smith,
who was shot dead outside a
nightclub in Augusta Street on

September 20 last year.
Her nephew Lavardo Arm-

brister, who was with Mr Smith
at the time, was also killed out-
side the club, as was a girl they
were with that night.

Mrs Rolle said she has
become frustrated with the jus-
tice system as although some-
one was arrested after Mr
Smith’s shooting, a key witness
has failed to appear in court,
delaying the trial.

She said: “Two of my boys
died like that and no one is

paying for it — no one. Some-
one should be punished, but
every time they take someone
to jail, they come out on bail. 

“And these murderers will
kill not just one, but two or
three people. When Sirdino
died they shot him, they shot
my sister’s son and they shot
the girl. 

“When my daughter came
to tell me at 4am that morn-
ing I thought I was going to
die.

“I am just about coping with

all of this. I call the head of
homicide at the police every
other week for an update, and
I just hope the situation will
change.”

The march follows a previ-
ous demonstration hosted by
the 31-year-old Worker’s Par-
ty in October, and a pro-hang-
ing march in November last
year.

Leader of the party Rodney
Moncur said: “The Worker’s
Party has been organising
these marches so the families
of murder victims can fight
back. They’re being encour-
aged to stand up and defend
the human rights of their loved
ones who were murdered.

“It is the party’s philosophy
that all murderers should be
hanged promptly, so families
of murder victims need to
stand up and show the nation
that they’re prepared to fight
for justice and have the mur-
derer executed upon being
convicted.”

Mr Moncur said the Work-
er’s Party and friends and rel-
atives of murder victims intend
to take their protests to the
Family Islands and hope to
hold their next march in Exu-
ma.
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3 pc Queen Sleigh Bed3 pc Queen Sleigh Bed
1 pc Dresser1 pc Dresser
1 pc Mirror1 pc Mirror
2 pc Nightstands2 pc Nightstands
1 pc 5 Drawer Chest 1 pc 5 Drawer Chest 

Queen 8 Pc Set ………Queen 8 Pc Set ……… $4,210$4,210
King 8 Pc Set …………King 8 Pc Set ………… $4,410$4,410Solid WoodSolid Wood

TThheeTThhee
JJaavvaa GGaalllleerryyJJaavvaa GGaalllleerryy

Wong’s PlazaWong’s Plaza
Madeira StreetMadeira Street
(242)326(242)326--23352335

Financing Available Through 
Commonwealth Bank 
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Murder victims’ families take
part in pro-hanging march

GUNS and ammunition
were seized by police in two
separate searches leading to
the arrest of three men and
one woman this weekend.

A search warrant execut-
ed by police at a home in
Sands Lane led to the discov-
ery of a shotgun with three
live rounds of ammunition.

Three residents, two men
and a woman, were arrested
in connection with the find at
around 3.30pm on Friday.

Then officers in the north-
eastern division stopped and
searched a 1996 blue Ford
Truck LP while patrolling the
area at around 1.20am on Sat-
urday.

The four men in the truck
were searched and one was
found to have a .38 pistol.

A man was arrested in con-
nection with the find and is
assisting police with their
investigations.

Four arrests 
after guns, 
ammunition 
are seized

THE WORKER’S PARTY march involved around 300 people.

PHOTO: RODNEY MONCUR

ELECTIONS to deter-
mine the executive board
of the Royal Bahamas
Police Force Staff Associ-
ation are slated for today.

Staff Association Chair-
man Bradley Sands
recently told The Tribune
that “the police staff asso-
ciation elections are no
different from any other
union elections within the
Bahamas.”

Inspector Sands
explained that the process
is in fact threefold. The
primary elections are the
branch board elections.
Officers vying for a post
on the executive board
must first get elected to
the branch board of their
particular rank. Branch
board elections were held
last Tuesday. According
to Inspector Sands, each
branch board is supposed
to represent the members
of its respective branch
and to bring to the atten-
tion of the executive team
all matters affecting offi-
cers in their particular
rank. 

Ultimately, 16 officers,
inclusive of the rank of
Constable, Corporal,
Sergeant and Inspector,
advance to the executive
committee and will decide
on the posts of chairman,
secretary and treasurer. 

Inspector Sands says
that a major issue affect-
ing police officers is living
and working conditions,
particularly  on the family
Islands.

“There are major con-
cerns about some of the
living and working condi-
tions of police stations,
particularly on the family
Islands. It is hoped that
early in the new year we
will have some of these
matters rectified.”

Police Force
Staff Association
elections today

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Webster’s dictionary defines
a eulogy as: 

1) a speech or writing in
praise of a person or thing,
especially a set oration in hon-
our of a deceased person. 

2) high praise or commenda-
tion. 

This, then, is a eulogy to
Nero, a male Labrador who
was a companion and loyal
friend. 

Nero was born in Miami
about August 30, 1995. He sud-
denly arrived at the home or
Roxana Villegas, bought by
Fariba, a daughter of Roxana,
to bring a bit of happiness to a
household that had suffered
through a long illness, and then
the death of her father. 

Nero did just that and devel-
oped into an exceptional dog
with all the qualities we most
admire in one of God’s crea-
tures. 

He was kind, loving, affec-
tionate and very much of a gen-
tleman in the best sense of the
word.

He became a favourite to the
family and everyone who visit-
ed the home. A number of peo-
ple who had known him in Mia-
mi sent condolences and mem-
ories of what a wonderful dog
he had been.

Nero came to Nassau in the
Christmas season of 2003 with
Roxana’s two daughters who
were visiting for the holidays.
Nero was very happy here, so it
was decided that this would be
his new home. 

We had two other dogs, a
female Rottweiler and a female
Weimariner, but Nero was the
king of the group. He displayed
unusual love and affection for
us as well as kindness to the
other dogs. He would even step
aside if one of them tried to eat
his food. 

We had many happy outings
with Nero to the beaches near-
by and to Eleuthera for several
holidays. 

As time went by, the effects
of age began to take its toll.
Approximately a year and a
half ago, Nero began to cough,
displaying difficulties in breath-
ing. We took him to the local
veterinarian who thought Nero
might have had a heart prob-
lem. Nero was in such distress
that he was left sedated at the
veterinarian overnight, but his
condition only seemed worse
the next day.

Eventually, calls to a veteri-
narian in Miami led to the con-
clusion that Nero’s throat mus-
cles were failing to operate
properly for him to breathe. A
delicate surgery was required
and we had to fly him to Fort
Lauderdale for this.

The operation was success-
ful, but entailed an opening
inside his throat to allow him

to breathe. This meant he could
not swim anymore as there was
no way he could close his throat
to prevent water from entering.
His eating habits had to change
with special food that would
not end up in his lungs.

Nero bore these infirmities
with dignity. He adapted and
continued to be the kind, loving
companion that he had always
been. However, the effects of
age continued to creep up on
him, but his spirit continued to
shine. 

In August 2009, some weeks
ago, a bit of blood was found on
the floor. All three dogs were
brought to the veterinarian for
examinations. (Blood test, stool
test, x-rays). Nothing was found
to explain the blood. 

Nero was pronounced in
excellent health, but needing
cleaning to his teeth for which
he would have to be sedated.
This was done and that seemed
to be the end of the mystery of
the blood. 

We made a trip in early
October of this year and left
the house and dogs with Patsy,
our housekeeper, who would
stay whenever we went away. 

A few days into the trip, Pat-
sy called us to say Nero was
having difficulty standing up
that morning. We asked her to
take Nero to the veterinarian
as soon as possible. A bit later,
we were informed by the vet-
erinarian that Nero was
anaemic, having lost blood
through a tumour that was
affecting his back area, and that
he needed immediate
exploratory surgery to deter-
mine the extent of the problem.
This was a shock to us, and
Roxana in tears, asked the doc-
tor to advise her of the
surgery’s prognosis before any
further steps were taken. 

The veterinarian spoke to me
on the phone and said that he
was going to call me, before any
decision making. He never did.

To her shock and sorrow, she
was called back a bit later by
the veterinarian to say. Nero
had died. That he was too sick.
The vet had decided to put him
to sleep without my consent.
And anyway he already lived a
long life, what he considers a
long life. Nero had been given a
blood transfusion before the
surgery and seemed to instant-
ly respond, wagging his tail and
walking around. 

As Nero was being led into
the operating room, he turned
and looked at Patsy and started
whimpering. He did not want
to go. Nero died on October
14, 2009.

“God bless you Nero, thanks
for all the happiness you gave
us. We hope you now have a
better life.” 

We were now asked if Nero
was to be buried or cremated.
We decided cremation would
be best. Patsy was advised that

the remains of Nero would be
sent to the funeral home for
this service and that his ashes
would be available in a day or
two. Patsy called the veterinar-
ian’s office the second day and
was told to call back the fol-
lowing day, which she did. She
was told again to call back the
next day. This went on for sev-
eral days, with the same answer. 

Patsy finally called to find
the name of the funeral home,
and when she called them, she
was told that Nero had never
been there. This is now ten days
after his death with daily calls
by Patsy to Roxana to discuss
Nero’s place of burial in our
yard with appropriate flowers
and a plaque. 

During this period of daily
calling, Patsy was called about
October 21st by a man from the
veterinarian who said “you peo-
ple are so cynical saying we
killed Nero” and that he was
an old dog that would not have
lived much longer. Unfortu-
nately Roxana was not given
the opportunity to discuss
Nero’s final diagnosis as she
had been promised by the vet-
erinarian, Patsy, after learning,
ten days after Nero’s death that
he was not at the funeral home
as she had been repeatedly told,
called the veterinarian to
inform them of this. She was
put on hold for a long period.
Eventually she was told that a
mistake had been made and
Nero was in a freezer at their
office. We have cooperated
with The Humane Society a
few times, isn’t this cruelty to
dogs and their owners?

There is more to this than
has been told, but the end
results seems to have been a
callous disregard of the dignity
of a noble animal, and the peo-
ple who loved him. 

On learning that the veteri-
narian had made a mistake,
Patsy went to their office on
October 23rd to collect Nero’s
remains. He was in a small
freezer in a small building in
the back yard. Nero was
brought home by Patsy and giv-
en a proper burial with flow-
ers. A plaque will be made in
his honour to mark the spot. 

As Roxanna and I were in
Peru, we followed this confu-
sion of events as best we could
by telephone. 

A final note: 
Watching Huckelberry’s Sat-

urday night show last week, a
lady was featured who had writ-
ten a book “Inside...of...a dog”
by Alexandra Horrowitz.
Huckelberry had three dogs,
one of whom he had with him
on the show that evening. 

Our dogs had become so
much a part of our family that
the affection, we had for them
was similar to being one of the
kids. 

We all felt the same way
about Nero - a king amongst
dogs. 

EUGENE & ROXANA
PYFROM
Nassau,
November, 2009.
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WE HAD our eyes opened over the
weekend into much of what contributes to
today’s violence in the teenage world by the
innocent bragging of a delightful six-year-old
boy.

There are those who say that television
and movies, no matter how vulgar, violent or
vile are not a major contributor to the vio-
lence surrounding us. We will concede that
they are not the sole contributor, but we do
believe that they contribute more than Hol-
lywood would like to admit. The sadistic
outpourings from that movie empire has
coloured, clouded and formed much of
today’s warped outlook on life.

Much of what happens around us has been
influenced by a movie. Often crimes have
been slavishly imitated by those weak minds
who saw them either on television or the
full screen of a theatre.

As a child we recall how much one of
our cousins got out of the Saturday mati-
nee for children at the local theatre. Those
were the days of the Lone Ranger – Roy
Rogers’ “Hi,ho,Silver” and his mate Ton-
to. For the rest of the week, our cousin
would crouch behind chairs, bang, banging at
imaginary Indians; throwing himself full
length on the floor pretending an Indian
had shot him, getting on his hands and knees
and almost raising a sweat as he vigorously
imitated a galloping horse. He would race
around his back yard, yelling “Hi, ho, Sil-
ver!” to the annoyance of the neighbours.
For the rest of the week, this cousin would
re-enact each Saturday’s matinee — he nev-
er missed one of them.

Of course, we had no such influences,
except as amused bystanders to this little
side show. In those days we were not allowed
to support any movie house— neither the
one for the whites, nor the one for the
coloureds. Those were days of racial dis-
crimination, and it was our family’s policy
not to patronise any place that discriminat-
ed against anyone, be it because of race,
ethnic origin or religion. This was our fami-
ly’s form of protest. However, when older we
found it curious that those who were being
discriminated against — while we were
protesting on their behalf in our own small
way — were every Saturday filling the seg-
regated movie houses provided especially
for them. As long as they supported this
form of discrimination, there was no pressure
on those who had introduced it to change
their policies. That change was to come lat-
er with the constant pressure brought by
this newspaper and the final night in 1956
when the late Sir Etienne Dupuch, intro-
duced his famous anti-discrimination Reso-
lution on the floor of the House.

Today those movies — even children’s
cartoons — are filled with violence and inap-
propriate material. And children, like our
cousin of more than half a century ago, are
still imitating what they see.

This week, this particular child, who was
visiting Nassau with his parents, was telling
us about a skirmish he had had at his school
in the US. He was very proud of himself
because he had retaliated to a surprise blow
from one of his friends to a closed fist smash
on the other child’s cheek. His cherubic face
lighted up as he recounted the moment and
the rush of power it gave him over an adver-
sary. He waited for praise from the watching
adults. When he got none, he looked puz-
zled. Didn’t we appreciate his power?

He and his friend were called into the
principal’s office and were put on detention.
What did he learn from that meeting? Noth-
ing. He was still pretty pleased with himself
and the blow he had given his friend. The
name of the game was power.

His parents went to dinner and left him
with us. We had nothing to do, we were told.
His mother prepared him for bed and gave
him permission to watch the children’s car-
toons — “Oh, you don’t have to worry,” she
said, “he knows the channel, he’ll be fine
till we get back.”

Later that evening curiosity took us to his
room. We tip-toed in to see a wide-eyed six
year old entranced by fast-moving violence.
A cartoon figure dressed in black, vicious,
mean and powerful — we believe the child
called him Shadow Boy– was subduing his
enemies. Swords were flying. Shadow Boy
had pinned a woman, who looked equally as
mean as himself, to the ground with a long
pole through her forehead. Her face melted
with pain like running molasses, then
reformed with such hate that warned Shad-
ow Boy he could expect trouble. They
slashed, they cut, they pinned each other to
the ground. And we thought of the scenes of
slashing, cutting and shooting on our own
school campuses.

We asked the child what the story was
about. “How you get power,” he replied in
all innocence.

When he saw the look of horror on our
face, he said we could leave, he would watch
his cartoons alone. His tone of dismissal was
as though he felt we were not mature enough
to stomach such violence and he wanted to
spare us the pain. Before our eyes we saw a
beautiful, innocent little acorn being cor-
rupted and wondered what he would be like
when he grew into a mighty oak. His parents
had just assumed, without prior vetting, that
children’s cartoons were safe. They failed
to realise that they had to care for the morals
of their own child. Hollywood’s only interest
was to make money. 

How many of our Bahamian parents, who
have to work, have left the baby-sitting of
their children to the television set? Have
their children also got this false sense of
power from Hollywood, and, think it smart
to react to every provocation with a fist, a
knife or a gun?

The world indeed has problems.

Eulogy for
Nero a noble,
loyal animal

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

The influence of violent movies

        



THE Free National Move-
ment has hit back at the Pro-
gressive Liberal Party again
for its criticisms over the dis-
bandment of the Urban
Renewal Project.

A press release issued by
the party yesterday stated,
“The PLP has obviously
decided that one of the main
themes of their efforts to posi-
tion themselves for the next
general elections will be their
changing versions of the his-
tory and achievements of the
Urban Renewal Programme.”

The FNM contends that
the national crime statistics
show that despite claims by
the PLP, the annual rate of
serious crimes such as mur-
der, armed robbery and
housebreaking remained
higher under the Urban
Renewal Programme with the
PLP than it was prior to 2001.
The FNM also contends that
the rate of murder and house-
breaking was on the increase
in 2006, the last full year of
the programme under the
PLP.

According to statistics, in
2001, the total number of
reported crimes for the entire
Bahamas had fallen from
10,224 the previous year to
8,488.

During the first three years
of the PLP Urban Renewal
Programme, the number of
all reported crimes nation-
wide remained above the
2001 level.

“If the PLP Urban Renew-
al Programme was as they
now claim, perhaps they could
explain why, notwithstanding
that programme, two of the
worst community riots and
civil uprisings in modern
Bahamian history took place
in Kemp Road (2004) and
Nassau Village (2005) at the
height of their Urban Renew-
al Programme,” the release

stated. “Crime is not and
should not be made a political
issue. It is a social issue. 

Crime
“Crime must be fought on

many fronts simultaneously.
Social intervention as prac-
tised under the Urban
Renewal Programme must be
supplemented by education
against crime and violence in
our schools; properly funded
and equipped policing must
be continuous.  

“Further, individual citizens
must increasingly accept per-
sonal responsibility to take

precautions against crime,
report crime and refuse to
excuse or benefit from crime,”
the released stated.

PLP chairman Bradley
Roberts recently stated that
statistics show that in each
year of the award winning
programme, crime was
reduced in the programme
areas as well as nationally.

Mr Roberts has also stated
that the Urban Renewal Pro-
gramme had a profound
impact on the Bahamian com-
munity in terms of reducing
crime, anti-social behaviour,
and social decay.

ONE of the country’s senior litiga-
tors has filed an application for judicial
review after not being appointed a
Queen’s Counsel, The Tribune was told. 

Attorney Maurice Glinton, whose law
firm Maurice Glinton and Co is based
in Freeport, Grand Bahama, has filed a
23-page application for judicial review
under the Legal Professions Act, dated
November 7. Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham, the Attorney General and the
President of the Bahamas Bar Associa-
tion are listed as respondents in the appli-
cation. Mr Glinton was called to the
Bahamas Bar in December 1980 and is
also a member of the Bar of England
and Wales.

In the application it is stated that Mr
Glinton, who is a leading attorney in con-
stitutional hearings, was asked to apply
for the honour by then Attorney Gener-
al Michael Barnett. However, after
applying he was not appointed. The
application states that Mr Glinton is
aggrieved by the act or omission lead-
ing to the revocation of the Attorney
General’s recommendation to the Prime
Minister to have him appointed as a
Queen’s Counsel. In the application Mr
Glinton contends that two attorneys with
less seniority than himself, who were also
on the list, were in fact appointed and
that among the lawyers appointed were
partners in white controlled or estab-

lished law firms and known supporters of
the Free National Movement.

Mr Glinton contends that the respon-
dents’ act and/or omission amounted to
unlawful discrimination and was moti-
vated by bad faith. Among the declara-
tions being sought is that Mr Glinton is
entitled to have his name remain on the
list of attorneys recommended by the
Attorney General and forwarded to the
Prime Minister for appointment of
Queen’s Counsel. 

Attorneys Brian Moree, Philip Dunk-
ley, Colin Callender, Fred Smith, Emer-
ick Knowles, John Delaney, Brian Simms
and Sean McQueeny were appointed
Queen’s Counsel.
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MACEDONIA
BAPTIST CHURCH 

CONFERENCE 2009

Theme:“Building On Ancient Foundations”

Scripture: Isaiah 58: 6-14
Dates: November 18th - 20th 2009

Time: 7:00pm - 9:00pm Nightly
Place: Macedonia Baptist Church

 Bernard Road Fox Hill

Get Ready???Get Ready???Get Ready???

Clear Your Schedule, You Do Not Want to Miss it!!
Let us encourage one another to attend, let your 
voice be heard, share in good fellowship, receive 
a blessing, as we confidently look forward to the 
future.

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND

FNM hits 
back over
Urban 
Renewal
Programme

Attorney seeks judicial review
after not being appointed a QC

MICHAEL BARNETT, who as
Attorney General reportedly
asked Maurice Glinton to apply
for the QC honour.

PLP FIREBRAND Bradley Roberts pictured at the recent PLP Convention. Mr Roberts has stated the
Urban Renewal Programme had a profound impact in terms of reducing crime.

SENIOR LITIGATOR MAURICE GLINTON IN QUEEN’S COUNSEL CONTROVERSY
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By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A NINE-YEAR-OLD girl
diagnosed with Type One dia-
betes when her blood sugar
levels rose to dangerous
heights two years ago is rais-
ing awareness of her condi-
tion to mark World Diabetes
Day.

Chyna Curry,  of  South
Beach, New Providence, has
been forced to mature beyond
her years since she was rushed
to hospital with glucose lev-
els six times the average when
she was just seven years old.

The Temple Christian
School pupil was treated in
hospital for five days before
she was taken to Florida for
further examination by spe-
cialists and was informed she
would rely on insulin injec-
tions for the rest of her life.

Her parents and older
brothers were shocked by the
news, but Chyna has proved
to be an inspiration to them
all by taking her condition in
her stride.

She must give herself
insulin injections four times a
day, monitor her glucose lev-
els and carefully watch her
food intake as Chyna’s pan-
creas does not produce the
insulin she needs to break
down sugars in the blood.

It has been over two years
that Chyna has been living
with diabetes, but she does
not let it stop her from living a
healthy and active life, and
she was keen to share her sto-
ry on World Diabetes Day on
Saturday.

The athletic fifth grader is
on her school track and field
and basketball teams, is a
member of the Striders Track
Club, and part of the dance
ministry and ‘Awanas’  at
Grace Community Church, off
Marathon Road.

She has become an inspira-
tion to others as Chyna con-
tinues to enjoy life to the
fullest regardless of her con-
dition.

Chyna said: “Sometimes
when I am not in the mood I

give my parents a hard time
about testing my glucose and
taking my insulin, but I’m a
big girl now, just a few more
days away from the big ten,
so I  give myself  my own
insulin shots; how cool is that?

“I am blessed with so many
good friends whom I am eter-
nally grateful to for their
words of encouragement and
love, especially the nurses that
cared for me while I was in
the hospital, including my
school nurse who takes care
of me during school time,
making sure I eat right and on
time.

“They say that I  am an
encouragement to them all,
because no matter how high
my glucose level, I am always
the same person, laughing,
playing and always wanting to
practise.”

Her mother Shantell Cur-
ry, 41, said: “When Chyna was
first diagnosed I took it very
badly, and I amazed she is
dealing with it like this.

“She really encourages me
because while we have life’s
little struggles and we tend to
let it get us down, she takes
needles four times a day and it
doesn’t move her.

“She likes to try everything,

she’s very strong; she’s an
inspiration.”

Chyna has now joined the
Diabetic Research Institute
(DRI), in Market and Peter
Streets, where she meets with
a health advisor and other
Type One diabetic children
once a week to learn more
about caring for her condi-
tion. 

She has also been intro-
duced to doctors specialising
in childhood diabetes through
the centre’s free service for
diabetic children.

Chyna said: “Diabetes at
this early age is very chal-
lenging. I constantly have to
restrain myself from eating
certain foods. Healthy eating
and daily exercise keeps me
in tip-top shape.

“My family is the greatest;
my parents care for me the
way I should be cared for and
more. I am truly blessed with
special parents. 

“I love my two brothers;
they get on my nerves every-
day, but I will never trade
them in for anything in the
world.

“I am a warrior, I am a con-
queror, I am a survivor, I am
an inspiration to others, I am
the great walls of Chyna.”

Brave Chyna raises
diabetes awareness 

DESPITE being diagnosed with Type One diabetes, Chyna Curry is on her
school track and field and basketball teams.



THE Bahamas is seeking
assistance from the Repub-
lic of India in Information
Technology.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Brent Symonette hailed India
as one of few countries whose
fast growing economies are
beginning to have significant
influence on world markets.

He was addressing a din-
ner hosted by Mohinder S
Grover, High Commissioner
of the Republic of India to
the Commonwealth of The
Bahamas, at the British Colo-
nial Hilton, November 12.

Both countries have
pledged renewed efforts in
areas of mutual priority such
as education, climate change
and economics.

High Commissioner
Grover officially presented
his Letters of Commission to
the Governor-General on
March 26, 2009, accrediting
him as non-resident High
Commissioner to The
Bahamas. He is resident in
Jamaica.

He returned for a visit
from November 10 to 13, to
further strengthen ties in
information technology, sci-
ence, and other areas of
mutual concern. 

The High Commissioner
also paid courtesy calls on
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham, Minister of Foreign
Affairs Brent Symonette,
Minister of the Environment
Earl Deveaux, and other
Government officials.

He also went to Govern-
ment House to pay respects
on the passing of the Gover-
nor-General’s wife, Mrs
Beryl Hanna.

India is considered a world
power and a potential new
permanent member of the
United Nations Security
Council.

It has the world’s second
largest population with an
estimated one billion people,
just behind China with about
1.3 billion. 

India is one of the fastest
growing economies in the
world and a leader in tech-
nology. 

The Bahamas and India
entered into several agree-
ments on cooperation in
2005. The Bahamas Cham-
ber of Commerce was also
included.

“Since establishing diplo-
matic ties between The
Bahamas and India, one of
the components of our rela-
tions has been for India to
share with us her strength in
Information Technology and
science. Another has been
the preparedness of The
Bahamas to work construc-
tively with others at home
and on the world stage for a
common purpose,” Mr
Symonette said

India is a member of the
G-20 countries and has
requested the support of The
Bahamas for its candidature
to the UN Security Council
for 2011 to 2012. Elections
are scheduled to take place
during the Sixty-Fifth UN
General Assembly from Sep-
tember to October, 2010.

“India has been a world
model in the fight for, and
conduct of the process of
democracy,” Mr Symonette
said.

This was exemplified
through the world’s largest
democratic exercise ever in
the general elections held
during April and May when
900 million Indian voters
turned up to one million
polling stations “without a
whisper of corruption in the

mix,” he said.
High Commissioner

Grover said he was delighted
to return and experience the
“pristine beauty” of The
Bahamas landscape.

He noted that both coun-
tries have the same objectives

of striving to build on friend-
ship and other areas of coop-
eration.

He also said he was
pleased that the Indian com-
munity has achieved respect
and lives with dignity in the
Bahamian society.
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MOHINDER S GROVER (pictured right at the lectern), High Commissioner of the Republic of India to the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas, hosted a dinner at the British Colonial Hilton on November 12. Pictured
from left are Joshua Sears, Director General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Mrs Dulcita Ferguson; Reginald
Ferguson, Commissioner of Police; Harold Joseph, Ambassador of Haiti; Sir Michael Barnett, Chief Jus-
tice; Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Brent Symonette; Wendy Craigg, Governor of
the Central Bank; and Vikas Chandra, Chief Executive Officer, State Bank of India, Nassau

The Bahamas seeks IT
assistance from India

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER and Minister of Foreign Affairs Brent
Symonette (right) accepts a gift fromMohinder S Grover, High
Commissioner of the Republic of India to the Commonwealth of
The Bahamas during a courtesy call at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, November 12, 2009. 
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By SIR RONALD
SANDERS

(The writer is a 
Consultant and former
Caribbean Diplomat) 

GOVERNMENT repre-
sentatives of all the countries
that now form the Caribbean
Community and Common
Market (CARICOM), except
the Bahamas and Haiti, were
present at a meeting in Mon-
tego Bay, Jamaica when
“majority opinion was clear-
ly in favour of a Federation.”

They made concrete and
visionary decisions and
adopted resolutions that they
anticipated would help their
small countries individually

and collectively. The overar-
ching resolution recognized
“the desirability of a politi-
cal federation” in which
“each constituent unit retains
complete control over all
matters except those specifi-
cally assigned to the federal
government.” 

Knowing from experience
that any form of deeper inte-
gration would need trans-
portation between their

countries to move goods and
people, the representatives
expressed their belief that
“the provision of adequate
inter-regional and external
shipping services and other
communication is essential.” 

They were wise enough to
know that trying to maintain
individual markets, individ-
ual currencies, as well as bar-
gaining individually in a com-
petitive global market is not
practicable. In this connec-
tion, they decided that they
should appoint a Single
Trade Commissioner with “a
well qualified staff of assis-
tants” and “adequate funds”
to bargain internationally for
the region.

They boldly stated,
“immediate, direct represen-
tation in negotiations affect-
ing overseas trade and com-
merce is essential to the eco-
nomic achievement of the
countries.”

They also recommended
the creation of a Committee
“composed of delegates
appointed by the Legisla-
tures” of each country to
make recommendations on
“the assimilation of the fis-
cal, customs and tariff policy”
and “the unification of the
currency” of the countries.
Not content with that, they
also recommended the
appointment of a Commis-
sion to examine in consulta-
tion with the governments of
each country “the establish-
ment of a Customs Union.”  

And, these Caribbean
leaders justified a Customs
Union as follows: “The
encouragement of inter-
regional trade which would
naturally be duty-free within
the Union; the encourage-
ment of local industries; the
establishment of uniformity
in tariff rates and customs
administration; and the
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WANTED
Coffee Cay Ltd. is looking for a Quality Assurance expert to 
conduct annual audits for a number of food and beverage retail 
outlets in Nassau.  The individual or company should have the 
following expertise: 

Please send documentation with relevant experience to:

Coffee Cay Ltd.
P.O. Box N-3737

Nassau, Bahamas
felena.tynes@starbucks.bs

We reserve the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. 
All inquiries must be submitted in writing to the above address.

Product safety knowledge and auditing experience in the 
specific product category that he/she will be handling. 
Product categories include:

• Food and beverage
• Cups, lids, straws, pastry liners, etc
• Electrical appliances and
• Toys, merchandise

Formal training in the technical areas relevant to his/her product 
category.  Examples include:

• HACCP or ISO for food and beverage
• ISO or ASTM for cups, lids, straws and pastry liners
• ISO or international electrical standards for electrical appliances and
• ISO, ASTM or EN71 for toys and merchandise

Experience relevant to his/her product category.

Experience in auditing production facilities, distribution facilities, 
and/or retail stores. 

Dumped: A blueprint

SEE page nine

WORLD VIEW
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The Mercedes M-Class.
Beauty, brains and brawn.

T YREFLEX S TAR MOTORS
Call us today for your new Mercedes-Benz M-Class at 325.4961
Wulf f Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

When you think of the average SUV on
the road today, you think of road-
hogging, air-polluting gas guzzlers 
that wouldn’t know the meaning of 
high precision and fuel efficiency if it 
were emblazoned on their windshields.
But there is an alternative. The refined 
M-Class from Mercedes-Benz. 

With its superior German styling utilising
only high-grade materials, its robust
engine power delivering exemplary 
turn-on-a-dime performance whilst still
being frugal on fuel and its handling of
pot-holed roads and 1.5 ft. flooded
streets, the Mercedes-Benz M-Class is
clearly the best choice in SUVs.

strengthening of the position
of the Caribbean territories
as far as bargaining power is
concerned in relation to
international trade agree-
ments.”

They were also mindful
that there would be disrup-
tion to some countries arising
from a Customs Union.
Therefore, they were careful
to say that a suitable tariff
should be prepared “having
regard to the fiscal problems
of the Governments whose
revenue would be affected
by the introduction of a Cus-
toms Union.”  

On the matter of the sin-
gle currency, they declared
themselves “in favour of the
early establishment of a uni-
form currency throughout
the Caribbean,” and insisted
on recording the view that
“this measure is of very great
importance to trade and
commerce and it would also
have advantages in strength-
ening the currency and the
credit of this region.”

Food security was also
very much on their minds.
Thus, they recommended
that “immediate steps be tak-
en for setting-up of a central
body of primary producers
(representative of all the
countries) with a view to
accelerating the development
of agriculture throughout the
area on a sound economic
basis.” 

A special Committee dealt
with the matter of debt and

how it could be handled in a
Customs Union and a Fed-
eration. The Committee held
the opinion that the debt
position of each country
“would have to remain as at
present until the compara-
tively advanced stage of fed-
eration is reached” when the
major revenues are central-
ized in a federal exchequer.
The Committee envisaged
that the Federal government
should assume responsibility
for the remaining debt less
accrued sinking funds.  

Quite remarkably, the
Committee of all govern-
ments also agreed that “the
Federal government should
be the sole authority for rais-
ing loans on the external
market, although it would be
both feasible and desirable
to permit local loans to be
raised for approved purposes
by individual governments
subject to the sanction of the
federal finance authorities.”

Unfortunately, this con-
ference of Caribbean gov-
ernment representatives did
not take place in 2009. It
took place in September
1947. It was attended by V.C
Bird of Antigua and Barbu-
da, Grantley Adams of Bar-
bados, Alexander Busta-
mante of Jamaica, Albert
Gomes of Trinidad and
Tobago, A M Lewis of St
Lucia, J B Renwick of
Grenada, S F Bonadie of St
Vincent, M H Davis of St
Kitts-Nevis, C A Dupigny of
Dominica, Dr J B Singh of
Guyana and W H Courtenay
of Belize. Also attending as a
member of the Caribbean
Commission was Norman
Manley of Jamaica. 

“The Conference on the
Closer Association of the
British West Indian
Colonies,” as it was called,
laid down the blueprint not
only for Caribbean integra-
tion and development, but
also for strengthening the
region’s capacity to bargain
in the international commu-
nity.

In the end personal polit-
ical ambitions and misplaced
nationalism fostered by mis-
information hijacked this
regional project. A federa-

tion was formed, only to fall
– not because it would not
serve the Caribbean’s peo-
ple; but because it did not
suit some of its more influ-
ential politicians.

Thus, a customs union and
a common currency were dis-
carded, only to rise again as
the Caribbean Single Market
and Economy fifty-nine years
later. In the meantime,
experiments with individual
independence and “going it
alone” economic policies
have done nothing more than
emphasize these are impossi-
ble dreams.

The present Regional
Negotiating Machinery
(RNM), now involved in
negotiations with Canada
after the disappointment of
an unequal Economic Part-
nership Agreement with the
European Union, is a half-
sister to the more robust sin-
gle Trade Commissioner the
leaders had in mind in 1947
to negotiate for their one
Caribbean state.  

As for debt, almost all of
the CARICOM countries
now have a debt to GDP
ratio of well over 100 per
cent and their economies are
in deep trouble; the notable
exception being Trinidad and
Tobago which has been
saved by its oil  and gas
resources. The Caribbean
people could have been
spared this situation had the
Federation survived, imple-
menting the rules for incur-
ring debt that the 1947 Con-
ference had envisaged, and
implementing the blueprint
for development it had laid
out.

A single Caribbean state,
drawing on the resources of
tourism, financial services,
agriculture, bauxite, gold,
diamonds, oil, gas and the
capacity of its tertiary edu-
cated people (75 per cent of
whom now live abroad)
would have been far more
viable today. It is time, the
Caribbean learns from its
own history and stops repeat-
ing its mistakes.

Responses and 
previous commentaries at:
www.sirronaldsanders.com

for Caribbean salvation

SIR RONALD SANDERS

FROM page eight

 



By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@
tribunemedia.net

POLICE are searching
for a gunman suspected of
carrying out successive
armed robberies with an
accomplice who was shot
by police while trying to
resist arrest early Saturday
morning.

The two men are accused
of executing armed rob-
beries at the Texaco Ser-
vice Station on Wulff Road,
Nassau, at around 6.15am
and City Market in Rosetta

Street five minutes later.
A car was intercepted by

police after the second rob-
bery and one of the men
was shot in the right elbow
as an officer tried to arrest
him, while the second man
ran away.

Police say the man was
attempting to disarm the
police officer when he was
shot, and then taken to
Princess Margaret Hospi-
tal (PMH) for treatment.

He will remain in custody
and questioned in connec-
tion with the two armed
robberies.

A woman working at
Texaco in Wulff Road told
police two men armed with
handguns burst into the
store and threatened her
into handing over cash.
After she handed over the
money one of the robbers
smacked her across the face
with his gun, police said.

The gunmen fled in a
white Honda Civic and
police suspect they raced
to the City Market food
store in Palmdale, as it was
robbed by two gunmen

travelling in a white Honda
Civic five minutes later.

A man opening the food
store told police he was
held at gunpoint by a man
with a white T-shirt over
his head as he was opening
the store, and that the man
forced his way into the
store with the employee,
demanding cash.

A second man then
appeared and ordered the
employee to open the safe.
The two men then escaped
with an undetermined
amount of cash, driving
west on Rosetta Street,
according to reports.

Police officers then inter-

cepted a car and attempted
to arrest the two occupants.

As they went to arrest
one man, who was shot in
the elbow, the other ran
from the scene.

Police then discovered a
bag of money containing
two .38 revolvers which
they believe had been
thrown from the vehicle.

Detectives have launched
an intensive investigation
and police are searching for
the second suspect. 

Anyone with any infor-
mation which may assist
investigations should call
police on 919 or call Crime
Stoppers on 328-TIPS.
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Police search for gunman and accomplice
Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

Pair suspected of successive armed robberies
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retaliation.
“Cliff never knew about the

hand chain. The argument
started when he came and
pulled gun on a bunch of us
who was standing there. He
didn’t die over any hand
chain. That incident was
already done with,” the wit-
ness said.

Egan Cartwright, owner
of Egan’s Estates, where
some 200 persons, including

himself, live, described the
incident as “sad” and “sense-
less.”

“I think it’s a senseless act,
the mere fact that a young
man has lost his life. I am very
concerned about something
like this happening on my
property. It’s not nice, it’s not
good for business or anything.
We are saddened about it,”
he said. 

ment from Mr Dillon.
Director of Immigration Jack Thompson said: “The Depart-

ment of Immigration takes the allegations very seriously. We do
not condone in any way unprofessional, unethical or inappro-
priate conduct by staff to any person of any nationality. We
respect persons who visit the Bahamas and believe they ought
to be treated in a professional and humane manner. 

“We have not taken the allegations lightly. From the time we
read the allegations, we have been acting all last week with a
view of putting the file together to put before the committee and
have the matter thoroughly investigated so we can deal with it
in the most appropriate way.”

porch of a yellow and white
house in the area.

They stopped the car out-
side the house with the
intention  of stopping and
searching the men, but as
they got out of their car the
suspects started shooting at
them.

Gunfire rang through the
street and two bullets were
fired into one of the detec-
tive’s knees.

The suspects ran from the
police while the injured
detective was taken to Doc-
tor’s Hospital in a marked
police car. His condition is
reported as stable.

Police are appealing for
assistance from the public to
find the three men and
apprehend them.

Anyone with any infor-
mation that could assist
investigations should call
police urgently on 919 or call
Crime Stoppers anonymous-
ly on 328-TIPS (8477).

ing cash.
As he told the robbers the

cash was in a van outside the
store, one of the gunmen fired
at his abdomen and left him
bleeding while the pair stole
his laptop and ran off.

The employee was taken to
hospital where he is in serious,
but stable condition.

His shooting is the second
at the store since July when
Allan Butler, 34, a grandson
of the late Governor General
Sir Milo Butler, was shot in
the thigh while working at
Butler’s Bargain Mart.

Mr Butler was held up by
two masked gunmen who
demanded he hand over
deposit bags that he was car-
rying at around 10pm on Sat-
urday, July 18.

And the incident is one of
five armed robberies report-
ed in the capital since Friday.

A man was shot in the leg
when he was approached by a
gunman wearing a Miami Dol-
phins jacket in a Kennedy
Subdivision bar at around
11pm on Saturday.

He handed cash over to the
robber who then shot him in
the lower right leg and ran

from the scene.
His victim was rushed to

hospital by ambulance and is
in stable condition.

Police have launched inten-
sive investigations into both
shootings and armed rob-
beries, as well as the stabbing
of a man in Faith Avenue on
Saturday afternoon.

The man told police he was
walking in Faith Avenue, near
Carmichael Road, at around
4pm, when he was approached
by a man who demanded
money he claimed was owed
to him.

When the man said he did
not have any money for him,
his attacker pulled out a switch
blade knife and stabbed him
in the upper left arm.

The attacker then ran from
the scene. His victim was
rushed to hospital by ambu-
lance.

Police are appealing for wit-
nesses to provide any infor-
mation that might assist inves-
tigations by calling police
urgently on 919 or call Crime
Stoppers anonymously on 328-
TIPS (8477).

• SEE PAGE 10

When police arrived at the scene, they saw the victim lying
in a grassy area on his back with apparent gunshot wounds to
his body. 

The victim was taken by EMS personnel to the Rand Memo-
rial Hospital, where he later died of his injuries.

According to preliminary police investigations, a woman
reported that she was approached by a masked gunman outside
her front door. 

The assailant, armed with a handgun, was wearing black
clothing.

Ms Mackey said the woman tried  to run inside but was
caught by the gunman, who forced her into the house where she
wrestled with him. 

A short time later the gunman was disturbed by other per-
sons arriving at the residence. A male visitor to the house was
shot by the gunman when he tried to enter the house to assist
the family. 

Officers from the Central Detective Unit are investigating
the matter. 

Ms Mackey said police are not certain about the motive and
are asking the public to assist them with their investigations.
Anyone with information is asked to call 350-3107/8, 352-
9774/5 or 911.

Detective shot
approaching 

suspects 
FROM page one

FROM page one

Immigration Dept to investigate
Jamaican man’s allegations

FROM page one Prison officer
dies in shooting

FROM page one
Man killed by gunman in home invasion

FROM page one Three in hospital
after robberies
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Winter
Wonderland

 Saturday, November 21
11am to 5pm

Sunday, November 22
12 noon to 5 pm

Bahamas National Trust • 393-1317 • bnt@bnt.bs

General Admission $ 10
BNT Members $ 5
Children 2 – 12 $ 2
Infants (under 2)   FREE

Featuring:
Plants, books, gifts, children’s crafts, 

decorations for the holiday season 
and food from around the world!

Arts & Crafts
Festival

THE RETREAT, VILLAGE ROAD

DELTIC BANK & TRUST LTD • PICTET BANK & TRUST LTD • GRAHAM THOMPSON & CO
 INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK LTD • AVIS RENT-A-CAR • COMMONWEALTH BANK 

INSURANCE MANAGEMENT (BAHAMAS) LTS • ARCOP LTD. ARCHITECTS • ARNER BANK & TRUST (BAH) LTD
BAHAMAS WHOLESALE AGENCY •  CALLENDER’S AND CO • KPMG • MAJESTIC TOURS

MR & MRS MACGREGOR ROBINSON •  LYNNE D’ARVILLE • THE AMOURY CO.
DAMIANOS SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY • NUA • ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

 FIRST CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL BANK LTD

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

THE Bommer G
Angels welcomed
back some key
personnel Satur-

day night at the Kendal Isaacs
Gymnasium as they avenged
last year’s championship defeat
to the Johnson’s Lady Truck-
ers.

On opening day of the New
Providence Women’s Basket-
ball Association’s new season,
Anthony Swaby sat mostly on
the bench as his former player
Kayla Campbell made her
debut as a coach in an 80-61
rout over the Lady Truckers.

What made it worse for the
Lady Truckers was the fact that
the Lady Angels saw the return
of Suzette ‘Sleepy’ McKenzie,
who sat out last year on mater-
nity leave and newly wed
Alexandria ‘Shaq’ Fernander-
McCray, who is home from
Florida.

“It was great, my first,” said
an elated Campbell, back home
from her extended college sting
in the United States. “It feels
really great. We had a lot of
people came out tonight and it
showed how far women’s bas-
ketball has come. I’m loving it.”

The night didn’t just belong
to the Lady Angels as Sunshine
Auto Lady Cheetahs spanked
around the Electro Telecom
Cybots 74-47 in the opener.

During half-time of that
game, the newly elected execu-
tive board brought some nos-
talgic moment to the gym s they
honored more than a dozen of
the former players and admin-
istrators from yester-year.

But the way the Lady Angels
played, Campbell said it should
only be a matter of time before
they regained the title they held
as the initial champions of the
league formed less than a
decade ago.

“I think this team can only
get better,” said the former
University of Kentucky stand-
out. “When we get more prac-
tices in and get used to playing
with each other again and feel-
ing what five-on-five is all
about, I think we will definitely
have an opportunity to win the
championship this year.”
Although she took the entire
season off last year, McKenzie
didn’t look as if she missed a
beat as she exploded for a game
high 21 points to lead a bal-
anced scoring attack.

Sharelle ‘Money’ Cash con-
tributed 15, Fernander-McCray
amnd Shsnae Arbrister, noe of

their bright young stars, both
had 10; Chrishanda Kelly
chipped in with seven and
Keisha Smith finished with six.

For the Lady Truckers,
coached by James Price, pro-
lific scorer Shantelle Rolle was
held to just 19, Glenda Gilcud
had 18 before fouling out,
Latoya Rolle helped out with
10, Janice Williams eight and
Stacy Horton six.

Fernander-McCray, who as
usual played big on the inside,
said she was just delighted to
be back home and making a
contribution to the Angels’ bid
to dethrone the Lady Truckers.

“They have been working on
their condition, but I just reach,
so I think when we start click-
ing together, it should be a very

Avenging
Angels!

SOFTBALL
BAISS
CHAMPIONSHIP
THE Bahamas Associ-

ation of Indeendent Sec-
ondary Schools will com-
plete its best-of-three
softball championship
series today at Freedom
Farm at 4 p.m.

In the lone game left,
the St. Augustine’s Col-
lege Big Red Machine
and the St. Andrew’s
Hurricanes will break a
1-1 tie to determine the
junior boys champions.

The winner will join
SAC, who clinched both
the junor and senior girls
titles last week and the
Kingsway Academy
Saints, who won the
senior boys title.

Following the comple-
tion of softball, the
BAISS will gear up for
the start of its basketball
season on Wednesday.
Games will be held at 4
p.m. at various high
schools.

BASKETBALL
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOLS
THE Catholic Prima-

ry Schools Sports Asso-
ciation will continue its
2009 basketball season
today, starting at 3:15
p.m.

In the marquee game
of the day, defending
champions St. Bede’s
Crushers will take their
4-0 record on the road to
Our Lady’s when they
play the Blue Flames,
who have only lost one
game so far.

THE Government Sec-
ondary Schools Sports Associ-
ation kicked off its 2009/2010
basketball season on Friday at
the DW Davis Gymnasium.

In the two games played, the
CC Sweeting Cobras won over
the CV Bethel Stingrays, while
the CI Gibson Rattlers knocked
off the Government High Mag-
icmen.

No scores, however, was
available.

The league, however, will go
into full swing today at 4 pm.

At DW Davis, CC Sweeting
senior boys will take on the
Dame Doris Johnson Mystic
Marlins, followed by Govern-
ment High against the CR
Walker Knights.

Over at the CI Gibson Gym-
nasium, the DW Davis Pitbulls
will take on the TA Thompson
junior girls and the HO Nash
Lions’ junior boys will play the
LW Young Golden Eagles.

Association president Alfred
Forbes said the league has got-
ten off on time and they are
looking forward to the action
picking up this week.

He anticipate that the asso-
ciation will have another suc-
cessful season, just as they did
with volleyball, the first sport
on the calendar that was com-
pleted two weeks ago.

CCoobbrraass aanndd 
RRaattttlleerrss iinn sseeaassoonn
ooppeenniinngg vviiccttoorriieess

sports
NOTES

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff
A CC SWEETING COBRAS player shoots a jumper over a CV Bethel Stingrays
defender.

THE NEW PROVIDENCE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

Return of key players contribute
to 80-61 rout of Lady Truckers

ARCHIE NAIRN, permanent secretary at the Ministry of Youth, Sports
and Culture, poses above with some of the women’s legends of bas-
ketball as they were honoured on Saturday night at the Kendal Isaacs
Gymnasium during the opening of the NPWBA. 

SEE page 14

GSSSA BASKETBALL

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff
THE STINGRAYS and Cobras
battle it out on Friday.
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By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

THE Bahamas Golf Federa-
tion had the opportunity to
showcase some of the top ama-
teur golfers in the region at the
second Caribbean Cup at the
Ocean Club Golf Course on
Paradise Island.

But BGF’s newly elected
president James Gomez said
the federation will be hard
pressed to duplicate the feat
next year when they host the
Caribbean Junior Golf Cham-
pionships.

“With development on the
table with respect to Cable
Beach and because Lyford Cay
and Paradise Island are both
private clubs, we will have the
challenge of where to host that
tournament,” Gomez said.

More than 100 golfers from
around the Caribbean are
expected in town. But just as
they were able to pull off the
Caribbean Cup last week,
Gomez said he’s confident that
they will do it next year.

Gomez, who will take over
from outgoing president Glenn
Archer on January 1, said the
federation did a very good job
as hosts of the Caribbean Cup. 

He was even pleased that
Oren Butler, 24; Devaughn
Robinson, 21 and Benjamin
Davis, 15, all came home from
school in the United States to
play on the Western team.

The team comprised of the
Bahamas, the Cayman Islands,
Dominican Republic, Jamaica
and the Turks & Caicos Islands.
However, they lost 19-13 to the
Eastern team, comprising of
players from Barbados,
Trinidad & Tobago, Puerto
Rico, the US Virgin Islands.

“It’s something that the
Bahamas needed,” Gomez said.
“It was a tournament that we
saw three Bahamians, with
incredible skills, came out and
performed very well.

“As a matter of fact, Puerto
Rico, who won the CAGC for
the past couple of years, said if
there’s one thing that Bahamas
needs to realize is that they

need to have the changing of
the guard and that is why we
haven’t done that well because
we are not utilizing our juniors
who are in college like the oth-
er countries are.”

Craig Flowers, president of
FWL Group of Companies,
who stepped in and assisted the
BGF in not only hosting the
tournament, but also the
awards reception at his home
on Paradise Island, said when
he was approached by tourna-
ment director Ambrose
Gouthro, he couldn’t resist
because of what was at stake.

“Ambrose and myself took
it on and we have been very,
very pleased with the level of
golf that I’ve seen in years,” he
said.

“We got to see all three of
our junior players shot at level

that impressed all of us.”
If there was any regret, Flow-

ers said they were just disap-
pointed in not getting the word
out to the general public so that
more Bahamians could have
showed up and watch the tour-
nament.

Support
But he said Minister of

Youth, Sports and Culture has
agreed to lend their support to
any further event of this nature
and that speaks volume for the
federation as they move for-
ward.

“I think it was a great week
and everybody benefited,
including Atlantis, who hosted
the golfers,” Flowers said. 

“I think everyone of these
players will be going back home

and talking about this experi-
ence. It was nothing short of
amazing.”

Archer said the tournament
could not have been the suc-
cess that it was without the sup-
port of Bannister, whom he
presented a large version of his
welcome message that was
signed by all of the participants.

“We thought that there
would be no better opportunity
to introduce to our golfing envi-
ronment that include some of
the best golfers, if not the best
golfers in the Caribbean
region,” Archer said.

Bannister, in response, said
he was told that everybody
enjoyed themselves and he was
pleased that they were able to
come to the Bahamas.

“I’m impressed with the
youth I see here,” he said. 

“I’m impressed with how
many young golfers we have
here and even those who are
not so young, I’m impressed
with your youthful attitude.”

But veteran golfer George
Turnquest, who was also on
hand for the tournament, is call-
ing on the Bahamas Govern-
ment to do a little more for golf.

“They have given us a piece
of land where we have our dri-
ving range,” said Turnquest, of
the facility that is located at the
Bailliou Hills Sporting Com-
plex.

“But they have to give some
more consideration to golf
because there are a lot of peo-
ple who play golf in this country
and right now, we don’t have a
place to play our tournaments.”

Golfing showcase

CRAIG FLOWERS      GEORGE TURNQUEST    JAMES GOMEZ

BGF PRESIDENT Glenn Archer makes a presentation to Sports Min-
ister Desmond Bannister.

TOP AMATEURS PLAY IN CARIBBEAN CUP – NOW ATTENTION TURNS TO NEXT YEAR’S JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

“I’m impressed with how many
young golfers we have here and

even those who are not so young, I’m
impressed with your youthful attitude.”

DESMOND BANNISTER

            



JEROME PUGMIRE,
AP Sports Writer
PARIS

Striker Nicolas Anelka says
France should not cautiously
defend its 1-0 lead and must
attack Ireland in the return leg
of their World Cup playoff.

Anelka's deflected second-
half strike settled a tight match
in France's favor in Dublin on

Saturday, but France has little
room for error at Stade de
France on Wednesday.

France struggled when it
tried just to defend in the first
half against Ireland and the
Chelsea striker says the French
are only effective when they
play positively rather than
adapting to their opponent's
style.

"We will play to win on

Wednesday because that's the
only way we can play freely,
and we also want to give the
fans something good at Stade
de France," Anelka said Sun-
day on a video posted on the
French football federation's
Web site. "We hope they come
and support us, we were posi-
tively surprised that a lot of
French fans came to support us
(in Dublin)."

France is hoping to play in
its fourth consecutive World
Cup, Ireland qualified in 2002
but missed out in 2006.

"Of course it's good to score
away from home, it's a playoff
so it's very important," Anel-
ka said. "It's satisfying because
we wanted to come here and
show that we could get a good
result. (But) we shouldn't get
carried away, anything can hap-
pen."

France played poorly as Ire-
land started strongly at Croke
Park, leading to some stern
words at halftime among the
French players.

"We couldn't get going and
develop our game. We talked
among ourselves and told each
other what we had to do,"
Anelka said. "We didn't play
very well in the first half, you
have to tell the truth."

Anelka is enjoying the best
form of his career for club and
country. He was the Premier
League's top scorer last season
and has formed one of the most
feared strike pairings in Europe
alongside Ivory Coast forward
Didier Drogba at Chelsea.

But the 30-year-old Anelka
has never played in a World
Cup before, after being over-
looked by Aime Jacquet when
France won in 1998, by Roger
Lemerre in 2002 and by cur-
rent coach Raymond
Domenech in 2006.

He has played 62 interna-
tionals, much less than Thierry
Henry's 116, despite being only

18 months younger than the
Barcelona striker.

Anelka seems certain to be
in Domenech's plans this time if
France qualifies, and he thinks
the team is slowly gelling after a
fraught qualifying campaign,
which saw it finish behind Ser-
bia after dropping points
against Romania, Serbia and
Austria.

"It's a very good result for
France. It was a hard match for
us and we managed to come
back and win despite every-
thing," Anelka said. "It's the
narrowest of margins, but it's
still a win and they don't often
lose at home."

Bermuda's women's softball
team has been reportedly
rebuked by the country’s Sports
Minister Glenn Blakeney for
bringing "embarrassment" on
the island during a tour to the
Bahamas which erupted in vio-
lence.

In an article headlined
“Sports Minister apologises for
women’s softball team’s
Bahamas fracas”, Bermuda’s
daily newspaper, The Royal
Gazette, reported on Mr. Blak-
eney’s statement to the House
of Assembly.

Mr. Blakeney claimed two
players became involved in a
physical fight at the team hotel,
with other teammates arguing,
resulting in Police having to be
called.

According to the article on
The Royal Gazette’s website,
the Minister also criticised the
team's lack of leadership, with
the side walking off the field
during the opening ceremonies
of the English Speaking
Caribbean Amateur Softball
Tournament involving Bermu-
da, the Bahamas and Turks and
Caicos at the end of last month.

He said Sports Permanent
Secretary Ellen Kate Horton
had to fly to the Bahamas to
try to patch up Bermuda's rep-
utation and Ms Horton repri-
manded the players, removed
the captain and ordered them
to fly home without their

Bermuda uniforms. A formal
letter of apology has since been
sent to the Bahamas Govern-
ment, copied to Bermuda's Pre-
mier Ewart Brown, said Mr.
Blakeney.

Mr. Blakeney is quoted as
saying the Department of
Youth and Sports was now
reviewing code of conduct
guidelines for teams represent-
ing Bermuda during travel and
international competition
aboard to "ensure such repre-
hensible behaviour never hap-
pens again".

In a Ministerial Statement
Mr. Blakeney is reported as
saying: "I rise before the House
today to report on an ugly inci-
dent that threatened to tarnish
Bermuda's good name in one
of our neighbouring islands, the
Bahamas.

"The Bermuda team were
not well organised, had no dis-
cernible leadership and, at the
end of the day, various Bermu-
dian players were an embar-
rassment and far less than
Bermuda sports ambassadors.

"This became even more
obvious when the Bermuda
team walked off the field during
the opening ceremonies.

"I won't give you all the gory
details, but two members were
involved in a physical fight
against each other and various
other Bermuda team members
were involved in the related
verbal argument that occurred
inside the hotel where the team
were staying and the unfortu-
nate incident resulted in the
Police being called.

"When I learnt of what was
happening and after discussions
with my Permanent Secretary,
Ms Ellen Kate Horton, it was
decided that she would imme-
diately fly down to the
Bahamas to intervene on behalf
of Bermuda and try to salvage
what remained of Bermuda's
previous excellent conduct
record when competing in the
Islands, especially pertaining to
the Bermuda women's softball
reputation.

"Ms Horton was on the very
next flight that departed
Bermuda and did indeed meet
with the hotel management,
hotel security, the local Police,
as well as the organisers of the
tournament in Bahamas.

"Ms Horton also took con-
trol of the team, removing the
captain, collecting all Bermu-
da uniforms and informing the
team that it would be quite
inappropriate for any of them
to wear a Bermuda uniform
during their return home and
they would not be allowed to
travel in any Bermuda uniform
under such reprehensible cir-
cumstances.

"Ms Horton apologised to
the police, hotel management
and the Bahamas softball
hosts."

According to The Royal
Gazette, Mr. Blakeney said the
formal letter of apology has
been sent to Bahamas Sports
Minister Desmond Bannister
and copied to Bahamian Prime
Minister Hubert Alexander
Ingraham, Dr. Brown, the Pres-
ident of the Bahamas Softball
Federation, Super Club
Breeze's hotel manager, the
Commissioner of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force and
president of the Bermuda
Amateur Softball Association
(BASA) Terry Richardson.
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good season,” she projected.
The lead sea-sawed until the

first minute of the fourth quar-
ter when Cash canned a big
three-pointer on the heel of
Gilcud’s opening trey that
pulled the Lady Angels into a
57-57 tie.

The Lady Angels would go
on a 13-0 run, canned by five
consecutive points, including a
pair of fast break baskets from
McKenzie.

After leading 21-18 at the
end of the first quarter, the
Lady angels fell behind 38-36
at the half before they regained
the lead 54-52 at the third quar-
ter beak.

Lady Cheetahs 74,
Lady Cybots 47
This one was over early as

Ekectro Telecom couldn’t find
a way to get through the press
applied by Sunshine Auto when
they took a 13-9 margin at the
ned of the first quarter.

By the half, the Lady Chee-
tahs were up 30-21 and they
continued to run the ball as
they extended their lead to 55-
36 after the third quarter.

Audrey Martin had 18,
Anastacia Moultrie 17, Latoya
Thompson 15, Linda Pierre and
Tiannia Pyfrom both ith eight
and Della Ferguson six in the
win.

Sluggish
“We were slow and sluggish

and that was expected, trying
to get the cohensiveness into
the game,” Moultrie said. “Oth-
er than that, we came out with
the win, so that was the key.”

But coach Mario Bowleg said
having been to the big dance
before, his players are eager to
get back and finally win it all.

“Anything less than a cham-
pionship title will be unaccept-
able,” he said.

For Electro Telecom, newly
acqired Christine Sinclair had a
game high 24, but after her Jes-
sica Francis was next with eight
and Gariece Butler had four.

“I think it was first game jit-
ters,” said Wayde Watson, who
filled in for coach Simone
Beneby who had to deal with
her presidential duties for the
opening day festivities.

“Even some of the veteran
players who came back didn’t
give us anything.

“We had al ot of players out
of position and we didn’t run
our set plays. 

“I think Mario caught us by
surprise when he ran the press
on us.”

Past players
honoured

Not all of the legends showed
up, but at least 15 and some of
their representatives were on
hand to receive certificates
from Ministry of Youth, Sports
and Culture’s Permanant Sec-
retary Archie Nairn, on behalf
of the league.

Among those present were
Celestine Albury, Charlene
‘Swish’ Smith, Dawn Knowles,
Ernestine Butler-Stubbs, Flo
Rolle, Judy Hamilton, Marilyn
Toote, Pam Carroll, Phillipa
‘Smokey’ Moss-Coleby, Sister
Annie Thompson, Bonnie
Turnquest-Culmer, Laurie
Demeritte and Winnifred Rus-
sell.

Speaking on behalf of the
crew, Hattie Moxey, one of the
country’s most versatile athlete
who has played just about every
sport, said it was good to be
among the former stars, who
shined one more time.

Roses
“These are perosns who have

made their contributions and
now they are receiving their
roses,” said Moxey, who now
actively involved in sports as a
physical education teacher at
Jordan Prince William High
School.

But looking at the perfor-
mances of some of the younger
players, Moxey said she had the
urged to “get back on the court
and play for those persons who
were missing those easy shots.

“They don’t realize that 99
percent of your lay-ups will go
in if you use the backboard. 

“I hope they can get back to
the basic fundamentals.”

Moxey, however, encouraged
the league because they’re
heading into the right direction,
especially with the number of
young players involved, some
of whom she coached in high
school.

Angels avenge
last year’s

championship
defeat

FROM page 12

Bermuda’s women’s softball
team criticised – newspaper

Anelka: France must not defend 1-0 lead

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND’S Glenn
Whelan, left, challenges Nicolas
Anelka of France during their
World Cup qualifying playoff first
leg soccer match at Croke Park,
Dublin, Saturday Nov. 14, 2009.
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retaliation.
“Cliff never knew about the

hand chain. The argument
started when he came and
pulled gun on a bunch of us
who was standing there. He
didn’t die over any hand
chain. That incident was
already done with,” the wit-
ness said.

Egan Cartwright, owner
of Egan’s Estates, where
some 200 persons, including

himself, live, described the
incident as “sad” and “sense-
less.”

“I think it’s a senseless act,
the mere fact that a young
man has lost his life. I am very
concerned about something
like this happening on my
property. It’s not nice, it’s not
good for business or anything.
We are saddened about it,”
he said. 

ment from Mr Dillon.
Director of Immigration Jack Thompson said: “The Depart-

ment of Immigration takes the allegations very seriously. We do
not condone in any way unprofessional, unethical or inappro-
priate conduct by staff to any person of any nationality. We
respect persons who visit the Bahamas and believe they ought
to be treated in a professional and humane manner. 

“We have not taken the allegations lightly. From the time we
read the allegations, we have been acting all last week with a
view of putting the file together to put before the committee and
have the matter thoroughly investigated so we can deal with it
in the most appropriate way.”

porch of a yellow and white
house in the area.

They stopped the car out-
side the house with the
intention  of stopping and
searching the men, but as
they got out of their car the
suspects started shooting at
them.

Gunfire rang through the
street and two bullets were
fired into one of the detec-
tive’s knees.

The suspects ran from the
police while the injured
detective was taken to Doc-
tor’s Hospital in a marked
police car. His condition is
reported as stable.

Police are appealing for
assistance from the public to
find the three men and
apprehend them.

Anyone with any infor-
mation that could assist
investigations should call
police urgently on 919 or call
Crime Stoppers anonymous-
ly on 328-TIPS (8477).

ing cash.
As he told the robbers the

cash was in a van outside the
store, one of the gunmen fired
at his abdomen and left him
bleeding while the pair stole
his laptop and ran off.

The employee was taken to
hospital where he is in serious,
but stable condition.

His shooting is the second
at the store since July when
Allan Butler, 34, a grandson
of the late Governor General
Sir Milo Butler, was shot in
the thigh while working at
Butler’s Bargain Mart.

Mr Butler was held up by
two masked gunmen who
demanded he hand over
deposit bags that he was car-
rying at around 10pm on Sat-
urday, July 18.

And the incident is one of
five armed robberies report-
ed in the capital since Friday.

A man was shot in the leg
when he was approached by a
gunman wearing a Miami Dol-
phins jacket in a Kennedy
Subdivision bar at around
11pm on Saturday.

He handed cash over to the
robber who then shot him in
the lower right leg and ran

from the scene.
His victim was rushed to

hospital by ambulance and is
in stable condition.

Police have launched inten-
sive investigations into both
shootings and armed rob-
beries, as well as the stabbing
of a man in Faith Avenue on
Saturday afternoon.

The man told police he was
walking in Faith Avenue, near
Carmichael Road, at around
4pm, when he was approached
by a man who demanded
money he claimed was owed
to him.

When the man said he did
not have any money for him,
his attacker pulled out a switch
blade knife and stabbed him
in the upper left arm.

The attacker then ran from
the scene. His victim was
rushed to hospital by ambu-
lance.

Police are appealing for wit-
nesses to provide any infor-
mation that might assist inves-
tigations by calling police
urgently on 919 or call Crime
Stoppers anonymously on 328-
TIPS (8477).

• SEE PAGE 10

When police arrived at the scene, they saw the victim lying
in a grassy area on his back with apparent gunshot wounds to
his body. 

The victim was taken by EMS personnel to the Rand Memo-
rial Hospital, where he later died of his injuries.

According to preliminary police investigations, a woman
reported that she was approached by a masked gunman outside
her front door. 

The assailant, armed with a handgun, was wearing black
clothing.

Ms Mackey said the woman tried  to run inside but was
caught by the gunman, who forced her into the house where she
wrestled with him. 

A short time later the gunman was disturbed by other per-
sons arriving at the residence. A male visitor to the house was
shot by the gunman when he tried to enter the house to assist
the family. 

Officers from the Central Detective Unit are investigating
the matter. 

Ms Mackey said police are not certain about the motive and
are asking the public to assist them with their investigations.
Anyone with information is asked to call 350-3107/8, 352-
9774/5 or 911.

Detective shot
approaching 

suspects 
FROM page one

FROM page one

Immigration Dept to investigate
Jamaican man’s allegations

FROM page one Prison officer
dies in shooting

FROM page one
Man killed by gunman in home invasion

FROM page one Three in hospital
after robberies
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Win Free Accommodations, Car Rentals, Laptops, Televisions, and More!
Contact your participating travel agencies today!

A&W Travel, Caribo Travel, First Class Travel, Global Express, 
Leisure Travel & Tours, Majestic Travel, Premier Travel, 

Stuart’s Travel & Wide World Travel.

Tel: 356-4040

STAY TODAY & PLAY TOMORROW!

FT. LAUDERDALE HOTELS
Comfort Inn
Commercial 

Blvd
$98.00

Comfort 
Suites Cruise 

Port
$76.00

Comfort 
Suites 

Sawgrass
$61.00

Days Inn 
Broward

$67.00

Days Inn 
Oakland

$58.00

Hampton 
Inn 

Plantation
$97.00

Hampton 
Inn & Suites 
Stirling Rd.

$86.00

Holiday 
Inn Express 
Plantation

$86.00

Hyatt Place
Plantation

$110.00
La Quinta 

Suites Plan-
tation 6th St.

$68.00

La Quinta 
Suites Peters 

Rd. Plantation 
$96.00

La Quinta 
Inn Tamarac

$82.00

La Quinta 
Inn Cypress 

Creek
$96.00

La Quinta 
Inn 

Sawgrass
$96.00

La Quinta 
Inn Sunrise

$99.00

La Quinta 
West Com-

mercial Blvd.
$81.00

La Quinta 
University 

Drive
$79.00

La Quinta N. 
University 

Drive
$105.00

Quality Inn
Sawgrass

$73.00

Renaissance 
Plantation

$134.00

Hawthorn 
Suites 

Weston
$119.00

Springhill
Suites Dania 

Beach
$144.00

Sheraton 
Suites 

Plantation
$121.00

Staybridge
Suites 

Plantation
$87.00

MIAMI & WEST PALM BEACH HOTELS

ORLANDO HOTELS / VACATION HOMES & ATTRACTIONS

Airport 
Regency 

Lejeune Road
$92.00

Courtyard
Coral Gables

$87.00

Holiday
Inn Express

Hialeah
$92.00

Courtyard 
Marriott 2nd 

Ave.
$86.00

Comfort Inn
Suites 36th 

St.
$80.00

Holiday 
Inn Golden 

Gates
$87.00

Howard 
Johnson 
Hialeah
$73.00

Hyatt Place 
Mia Airport

82nd Ave.
$134.00

La Quinta 
Mia Airport 

North
$97.00

La Quinta 
Mia Aiport 

West
$126.00

La Quinta 
Mia Airport 

East
$119.00

La Quin-
ta Inn 

Okeechobee
$105.00

Jungl Island 
Attraction Par-
rot Jungle Way
Child: $20.00
Adult: $24.00

The Blue 
Spa & Golf 

Resort
$121.00

Springhill 
Suites Mar-
riott 7th St.

$113.00

La Quinta 
Miami Lakes

$102.00
La Quinta 
Inn Palm 

Beach Lakes
$108.00

Shula’s Hotel
& Golf Club

$119.00

Residence 
Inn

Aventura
$124.00

Red Roof 
Miami 
Airport
$75.00

Rodeway Inn
Miami Air-

port
$73.00

Days Inn
Florida Mall

$53.00

Days Inn
Kissimmee

$67.00

Hawthorn 
Suites

Westwood Blvd

$110.00

Hyatt Re-
gency Grand 

Cypress
$274.00

Legancy 
Grand Hotel 
Kissimmee

$76.00

Monumental
Movie Land
International 

Dr. $67.00

Omni 
Orlando 
Resort
$175.00

Orlando 
Metropolitan 
Express Int’l 

Dr. $49.00

Royal 
Celebration 

Kissimee
$68.00

The Florida 
Mall Hotel

$96.00
Homes 4UU 

Kissimee 3bd 
Suite

$153.00

Palms Vaca-
tion Homes

$145.00

Arabian 
Nights

Kissimmee
Child: $27.00
Adult: $33.00

Sheraton
 Suites 

Cypress Creek
$80.00

Hamton Inn 
Sawgrass/
Tamarac

$80.00

Hyatt Regen-
cy Bonaven-

ture
$134.00

WEST PALM 
BEACH 
HOTELS

ORLANDO 
VACATION

HOMES

A CHINESE company has
moved a step closer to signing a
letter of intent to do large scale
farming in Abaco.

A team of experts from Chi-
na’s agriculture-based Shandong
Province visited Abaco last week-
end to take soil and water sam-
ples and do further scientific stud-
ies to determine the capability of
the land.

They were hosted by the
Bahamas Agricultural and Indus-
trial Corporation (BAIC) which
owns about 10,500 acres of farm
land in central and north Abaco. 

BAIC’s Executive Chairman
Edison M Key looked towards
canneries, factories, packing hous-
es and facilities that complement
food production being established
in the islands should this project
come to fruition.

Abaco has been home to a
number of successful fruit and
vegetables farms, one of which
was operated in part by Mr Key.

The eight-member Chinese
team was headed by Zhang Jing-
ping of China’s Shandong Inter-
national Economic and Techni-
cal Cooperation Corporation and
Shandong Hi-Speed Qila Build
Group.

The agriculture experts includ-
ed Professor Wang Fahong, PhD,
of the Crop Research Institute,
Shandong Academy of Agricul-
tural Sciences. He is also an
expert in modern agricultural
technical systems and an advisor
to the Chinese Government on
wheat production in Shandong.

Aided by the Chinese Gov-
ernment, the Shandong Hi-Speed
Group is carrying out construc-
tion of the national stadium in
New Providence. It is slated for
completion in June 2011.

“Abaco land is very beauti-
ful,” said Mr Jingping, through
an interpreter. “It is beyond my
imagination.

“Here we see many
favourable signs for agricultural
development – for example, the
sunshine, the water, and the soil.
We are very interested.

“We hope that with this
research we can reach an agree-
ment and co-operate on agricul-
ture projects.”

BAIC’s team included Gen-
eral Manager Benjamin Rah-
ming, Assistant General Manag-
er (property management) Judith
Thompson, Assistant General
Manager (agriculture) Arnold
Dorsett, and Inter-American
Institute for Co-operation on
Agriculture representative for
The Bahamas, Dr Marikis
Alvarez.

The Chinese delegation visited
farm sites, the Big Bird chicken
operation, the ports, the proposed
craft centre and farmers’ market
site, and the Treasure Cay Resort.

“We had a fruitful visit,” said
Mr Key, the Member of Parlia-
ment for South Abaco. “They
want to do a study to see the pos-
sibility of developing and sup-
porting the agricultural sector in
The Bahamas. They are talking
about a very large project.”

He noted that Bahamians
import some $500 million in food
products each year. “So there is a
possibility of creating a very large
industry in food production for
the local and export markets,”
said Mr Key.

“We talked about beef, we
talked about milk, we talked
about cheese, mutton, pork —
and these are items that we
import. Why can’t we produce
them right here at home?

“This project will be a big plus
for Bahamians, to be able to
access the modern technology the
Chinese have to offer us. I trust
everything will work out for us
as we work towards feeding our-
selves.”

THE CHINESE delegation and BAIC’s executives view one of Aba-
co’s landmarks, an inland blue hole, during a tour of farm sites last
weekend.

Chinese investors eye 
agriculture in Abaco
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for recovery 
by the third
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A
B a h a m a s -
b a s e d
investor who
has injected
$22 million

into his resort project over the
last two years is preparing to
file a legal action against the
Government “early this
week”, amid fears it will not
honour his Heads of Agree-
ment, and said: “I feel as if
the rug has been pulled out
from under us.” 

Michael Reardon, vice-
president and one of the prin-
cipal investors in the
Eleuthera-based Sky Beach
Club project, told Tribune
Business he had not been
refunded some $200,000
worth of Customs duties, as
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham had allegedly said would
happen, with the tax pay-
ments having increased con-
struction costs by 45 per cent
and scared away potential real
estate buyers.

Telling this newspaper he
would “not have spent a dol-
lar in this country” had he
known the roadblocks he was

likely to encounter, Mr Rear-
don said the Prime Minister
and his administration were
also holding off from signing
the Sky Beach Club’s pro-
posed Hotels Encouragement
Act agreement.

In the absence of this agree-
ment and the $200,000 refund,
Mr Reardon said the Sky
Beach Club’s development
was at a “standstill”, and
while he did not wish to
“make an enemy” of the
Prime Minister or his govern-
ment he had no choice but to
initiate litigation to ensure the
Government honoured the
Heads of Agreement signed

by both parties.
Mr Ingraham, through his

spokesperson, declined to
comment on the Sky Beach
Club situation, because during
the Government’s “last cor-
respondence with the devel-
opers, he was advised that this
matter would be put before
the courts”.

Joy Jibrilu, head of the
Bahamas Investment Author-
ity and the director of invest-
ments in the Office of the
Prime Minister, did not return
a Tribune Business call seek-
ing comment before the
weekend.

However, describing the
origins of the current dispute
with the Ingraham adminis-
tration, Mr Reardon recalled
how Sky Beach Club and its
developers - chiefly himself
and his father, Tim - signed a
Heads of Agreement for the
development with the former
Christie government in 2006.

The project had its ground-
breaking in January 2007 and
construction began, with the
developers able to import all
construction materials, plus
furnishings, fixtures and such
like for the resort,  duty-free
under the Heads of Agree-

ment’s provisions.
Sky Beach Club continued

its customs duty/stamp duty
free imports until mid-2009,
when it was informed by Cus-
toms that it needed to sign a
Hotels Encouragement Act
agreement with the Govern-
ment to enable it to carry on
this activity.

The Hotels Encouragement
Act agreement is a subsidiary,
but vital, piece of paperwork
under all Heads of Agree-
ment, since it details the col-
lective worth of all materials

$22m investor: ‘Rug’s been
pulled out from under me’

* Sky Beach Club developer to file writ against 
government ‘early this week’, over fears 
government not honouring Heads of Agreement

* Says promises that $200,000 in taxes be refunded, 
and incentive agreement signed, not met

* ‘Not only would I not have spent $22 million, I would 
not have spent a dollar in this country,’ says developer

* Need for taxes battles with potential 
negative message to investorsPM INGRAHAM

SSEEEE ppaaggee 44BB

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE Government must
stop stifling the private sec-
tor’s creativity and ingenuity
if it is to lift the Bahamas out
of recession and towards long-
term prosperity, a former
Grand Bahama Chamber of
Commerce president has
argued, branding the
prospects for this happening
as “dismal”.

Christopher Lowe told Tri-
bune Business that the Gov-
ernment was wrong to focus
on job creation/employment
as its number one priority,
instead arguing that it should

concentrate on increasing eco-
nomic “productivity and
national production”. From
this, he said, would come the
jobs politicians were seeking
to create.

While not wishing to be a
purveyor of “doom and
gloom”, Mr Lowe said that
throughout history the

Bahamas had capitalised on
external factors and its geo-
graphical location for eco-
nomic success, but with its
two main industries, tourism
and financial services, under
increasing competitive and
regulatory pressures it was

‘Where’s Bahamas next opportunity?’
* Government urged to stop stifling private 

sector innovation if economy is to rebound
* Ex-Chamber chief says focus must be on productivity 

and national production, not jobs
* No new growth spur in sight, given Bahamas’ internal

problems and ‘no sign’ of new external opportunities

SSEEEE ppaaggee 88BB

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE Bahamian resort
industry is “hoping and pray-
ing” that a sustained business
recovery will come “no later
than the third quarter next
year”, with occupancy and
room yields under sustained
pressure due to the weakness
in group business.

Robert Sands, the Bahamas
Hotel Association’s (BHA)
president, told Tribune Busi-
ness that while the industry
responsible for most private
sector employment in this
nation was cautiously opti-
mistic that there had been a
“bottoming out” in the rate
of revenue and yield decreas-
es, based on September 2009
results, it wanted to see suc-
cessive months of improve-
ment before determining the
worst was behind it.

Mr Sands said the return of

SSEEEE ppaaggee 77BB

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

SOUTH Riding Point’s new Norwegian owner appears to
have acquired a business with much growth potential, its former
owner revealing that  it generated 77 per cent revenue growth
for the first nine months of 2009.

World Point Terminals, which sold the Grand Bahama-
based oil storage terminal to Staoil in a $258.249 million deal
that closed last month, said in unveiling its results for the nine
months to September 30, 2009, that South Riding Point expe-
rienced revenue growth worth $10.867 million compared to
the same period the year before.

The year-over-year comparisons, though were slightly mis-
leading because South Riding Point’s storage revenues had
increased as a result of 1.5 mil-
lion barrels of new capacity

Bahamas oil facility’s
77% revenue rise

SSEEEE ppaaggee 22BB

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE Bahamas’ ability to
resolve commercial court cas-
es in a timely and equitable
fashion is “sorely wanting”, a
financial services executive
has argued, urging that
improvements in this area go
“hand in hand” with faster
product development and
legal drafting.

Paul Moss, a former PLP
leadership candidate, who
runs his own financial services
business, Dominion Manage-
ment Services, told Tribune
Business that the Bahamas
needed “a full time, function-
al, commercial court that
would serve notice to clients
that the Bahamas is serious
about the [financial services]

Bahamas ‘sorely wanting’ 
over commercial cases
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coming on line in the 2008
third and fourth quarters. The
full effects from this would
not have been felt last year.

World Point Terminals,
though, said marine activity
had increased at South Riding
Point, generating extra port
fees for the Bahamian facility.

However, the news was less
favourable for Freepoint, the
Grand Bahama-based tug

boat business, in which Sta-
toil has also acquired a 50 per
cent stake from World Point
Terminals.

The latter reported that
Freepoint’s revenues had
decreased by $37,000 or 2 per
cent for the first nine months
of 2009, due to what was
termed “decreased activity”.
Given that Freepoint is
responsible for 90 per cent of
the traffic at Freeport Con-
tainer Port, it seems reason-

able to assume that there has
been a decline in use and ship
calls at the Container Port.

The decline appears to have
been pretty dramatic, given
that Freepoint tug business
saw its revenues grow by 9
per cent or $125,000 com-
pared to the 2008 first half
due to rate increases and fuel
surcharges. 

For the 2009 first half,
South Riding Point's revenues
grew by 92 per cent or $8.061

million as a result of higher
storage and marine fees. Stor-
age revenues grew as a result
of two new oil storage tanks,
with a combined 1.5 million
barrels of extra capacity, com-
ing on line during the 2008
third and fourth quarters.

Elsewhere, World Point
Terminals pointed to a 2 per
cent increase in operating
expenses for the first nine
months of 2009, attributing
this to a $545,000 business
licence fee increase imposed
upon South Riding Point by
the Bahamian government.

"As previously disclosed, in
2008, South Riding Point was
contacted by representatives
of the Bahamian government
regarding the non-payment of
a local revenue-based tax
spanning previous years' rev-
enue," a World Point Termi-

nals report said.
"As a result, South Riding

Point incurred $545,000 relat-
ed to the business licence fees
imposed by the Bahamian
government."

The Statoil deal does not
completely end World Point
Terminals' involvement in the
Bahamas, as it is still engaged
in arbitration over repairs to
South Riding Point's sea jetty
resulting from damage inflict-
ed in the 2004 hurricane sea-
son. The company warned
that legal fees relating to the
arbitration would impact
income from continuing oper-
ations throughout 2009.

Detailing the arbitration,
World Point Terminals said
South Riding Point executed
a $7.853 million contract for
repairs to the offshore jetty,
some $3.574 million of which

was not to be covered by
insurance as the oil storage
terminal elected complete
additional projects while con-
tractors were mobilised.

"In June 2007, South Rid-
ing Point terminated the con-
tractor on the jetty repair con-
tract and hired a new con-
tractor," World Point Termi-
nals said. "In 2008, the new
contractor completed the hur-
ricane repairs to the offshore
jetty.

"South Riding Point is now
in an arbitration proceeding
with the original contractor it
hired to restore and repair the
offshore jetty. The contractor
has claimed damages of
approximately $2.7 million.
South Riding Point is vigor-
ously contesting this claim,
and has filed a counterclaim
in excess of $9.5 million."
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By RoyalFidelity Capital
Markets

LAST week saw moderate
trading in the Bahamian cap-
ital markets.  Investors traded
in six out of the 24 listed secu-
rities, of which two advanced
and four remain unchanged.

EEQQUUIITTYY MMAARRKKEETT
A total of 52,856 shares

changed hands, representing
an decline of 1,453,304, com-
pared to the previous week's
trading volume of 1,506,160
shares.

Commonwealth Bank
(CBL) was the volume leader,
trading 22,677 shares to close
the week with an unchanged
share price at $5.74.

The lead advancer during
the week was FOCOL Hold-

ings (FCL), its stock price
increasing by $0.43 on a vol-
ume of 18,479 to close the
week at $4.77. 

Doctors Hospital Health-
care Systems (DHS) saw
10,000 shares trade last week,
its stock price increasing by
$0.04 to close the week at
$2.55.

BBOONNDD MMAARRKKEETT
There were no bonds

traded in the Bahamian
market last week.

CCOOMMPPAANNYY NNEEWWSS
• Cable Bahamas

(CAB)  released its unau-
dited financial results for
the quarter ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009.  Net
income of $8.1 million
increased by 37 per cent
or $2.2 million, compared
to $5.9 million in the 2008
third quarter. 

Revenues for the quar-
ter were $21.3 million, an
increase of $746,000 or
3.64 per cent from $20.5
million in the 2008 third
quarter. 

Operating income of
$8.4 million climbed by
$1.62 million or 23.8%
from $6.8 million during
the same period in 2008.

Operating expenses for
the quarter declined by $1
million or 9.5 per cent,
compared to $10.6 million

in the 2008 third quarter.
Management attributes
this to their careful moni-
toring of expenses during
the quarter.

Earnings per share of
$0.41 increased by $0.11
or 36.67 per cent, com-
pared to $0.30 in the 2008
third quarter.

• Consolidated Water
Company (CWCO)
released unaudited finan-
cial results for the quarter
ended September 30,
2009.

Total revenues for the
three months ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, declined
by 21.4 per cent to about
$13.5 million, compared to
$17.2 million for the same
period in 2008.  

Gross profit of $5 mil-
lion increased by 9 per
cent or $411,000 for the
quarter compared to $4.6
million for the 2008 third
quarter. Management
indicated that higher gross
profits resulted from low-
er operating and maintenance
costs and lower energy prices. 

Despite recording higher
gross profits, CWCO's net
income declined to $658,000
or by 63.04 per cent, com-
pared to $1.8 million for the
same three month period end-
ing September 30, 2008.

Management attributed the
decline in net income during

the quarter to increased loss-
es recorded for CWCO's
equity investment in OC-BVI,
reflecting recent court rulings
with respect to litigation
between OC-BVI and the
British Virgin Islands (BVI)
government.

Total assets and liabilities
as of September 30, 2009,
stood at $156.7 million and
$28.9 million respectively,
compared to $154.7 million
and $31.1 million at year-end
December 31, 2008.

DDiivviiddeenndd NNootteess::
• FamGuard Corporation

(FAM) has declared a divi-
dend of $0.06 per share,
payable on November 16,
2009, to all ordinary share-
holders of record date
November 9, 2009.

AAGGMM NNoottiiccee::
• Bahamas Supermarkets

has announced their AGM
meeting will be held on
December 3, 2009, at 6 at the
Hilton Hotel.

ROYAL FIDELITY MARKET WRAP

International Markets
FFOORREEXX RRaatteess

WWeeeekkllyy %%CChhaannggee

CCAADD$$ 0.9524 2.31
GGBBPP 1.6697 0.43
EEUURR 1.4923 0.48

CCoommmmooddiittiieess
WWeeeekkllyy %%CChhaannggee

CCrruuddee OOiill $77.14 -0.63
GGoolldd $1,119.30 2.14

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall SSttoocckk MMaarrkkeett IInnddeexxeess::

WWeeeekkllyy %%CChhaannggee

DDJJIIAA 10,270.47 2.46
SS && PP 550000 1,093.30 2.26
NNAASSDDAAQQ 2,167.88 2.62
NNiikkkkeeii 9,770.31 -0.19

The Bahamian Stock Market
BBIISSXX CCLLOOSSIINNGG CCHHAANNGGEE VVOOLLUUMMEE YYTTDD PPRRIICCEE
SSYYMMBBOOLL PPRRIICCEE CCHHAANNGGEE

AML $1.17 $- 0 -31.58%
BBL $0.63 $- 0 -4.55%
BOB $5.90 $- 0 -22.77%
BPF $10.75 $- 0 -8.90%
BSL $10.06 $- 0 -1.28%
BWL $3.15 $- 0 0.00%
CAB $10.00 $- 0 -28.72%
CBL $5.74 $- 22,677 -18.00%
CHL $2.72 $- 0 -3.89%
CIB $9.87 $- 300 -5.55%
CWCB $2.75 $-0.13 0 22.22%
DHS $2.55 $+0.04 10,000 0.00%
FAM $6.50 $- 0 -16.67%
FBB $2.37 $- 0 0.00%
FCC $0.27 $- 0 -10.00%
FCL $4.77 $+0.43 18,479 -7.74%
FCLB $1.00 $- 0 0.00%
FIN $9.30 $- 0 -21.65%
ICD $5.59 $- 800 -8.81%
JSJ $9.95 $- 600 -10.36%
PRE $10.00 $- 0 0.00%

Bahamas oil facility’s 77% revenue rise
FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11BB

           



By CHESTER ROBARDS
Business Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

CONSTRUCTION industry
leaders say they need the Gov-
ernment to help them level the
playing field and make the sec-
tor more competitive in the
region.

Speaking at the Anatol
Rodgers Memorial Lecture on
construction, Bahamian Con-
tractors Association (BCA)
head, Stephen Wrinkle, said the
Government has to begin that
shift with the retooling of the
Bahamas Technical and Voca-
tional Institute (BTVI).

"We cannot run the country
without BTVI," he said. "Gov-
ernment must step up to the
plate and deliver the tools we
need to compete."

Mr Wrinkle said legislation
needed to put the Bahamian
construction in a position to
compete globally was too slow
in coming. He said this meant
the construction industry in this

country was not up to global
standards.

And because foreign direct-
investment (FDI) will remain
one of the main means of draw-
ing capital to the Bahamas, the
government must make it easi-
er for the construction indus-
try to participate.

The  Government is sched-
uled to debate a Planning and
Subdivisions Bill that tightens
regulations on land use and
development, but there is fear
that its passage could send real
estate prices soaring and dis-
suade foreign investors inter-
ested in coming to the
Bahamas.

Simon Townend, head of
KPMG Corporate Finance for
the Bahamas and the
Caribbean, and who sat on a
panel with Mr Wrinkle during
the conference, said FDI will
have a slow recovery in this
nation following the global
recession.

In this light, Mr Townend
said the Caribbean was in eco-

nomic quicksand and may not
see a complete FDI recovery
until 2012.

Mr Townend said that
though the Caribbean has
proven to be resilient, there was
still a need to increase compe-
tition in the tourism and finan-
cial services sector in order to
remain attractive to foreign
investors and the expanding
second home market.
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Comfort Suites Paradise Island
Fall Special Only $59*
per person double occupancy.
Minimum 2-night stay. Bahamas residents only.

Full use of all Atlantis facilities. Plus:

Limited-time offer! Reserve today !
Call 242-363-3680

*$59 per person, per night, dbl occupancy Sun. thru Wed. Rates effective Nov. 2 thru Dec. 18. Add 
$20 pp for Thurs. thru Sat. stays. 3rd and 4th additional adults add $40 each per night. Maximum 4 
persons per room. Additional fees apply for mandatory taxes, mandatory housekeeping gratuities 
and utility service fees. Rates quoted are based on standard room category and subject to availability. 
Cancellations must be received 48 hours prior to arrival or a 1-night penalty will apply.

    $299 

Give a 
Holiday Gift of Paradise.

*LIW�&HUWLÀFDWH�YDOLG�IURP�-DQXDU\���WKURXJK�
December 20, 2010. Subject to 

availability.

Please call our Reservations Department 
             at 363-3680 for details.

BSP Job #: CTS-9-N006    JM# 8849    Client:  Comfort Suites    Description:  Fall $59 holiday gift cert
Size: 1/4 pg    5.75in x 10.5 in    Bleed: none    Color:  1C Black       Specs: PDFX1A        Mech # 7      Date: 10/30/09   Time 10.55 AM      
Mech Person: IR     Issue: Nassau Tribune    Insertion Date: November 2, 2009    Closing: 10/30/09
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NASSAU INSURANCE BROKERS & AGENTS CO. LTD.
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue, P.O. Box N-7764 Nassau  Tel. 677-6422 

A member of Colonial Group International: Insurance, Health, Pensions, Life

Home & Motor Insurance
SAVE $$$!

Call NIBA on 677-6422
Why pay more for your insurance?

%H�,QVSLUHG�

HELP WANTED
SALES MANAGER & SERVICE MANAGER 

ALSO SALES PERSON NEEDED.

Must Have Marine Knowledge.
Please Fax Resume To 394-3885

By CHESTER ROBARDS
Business Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

FOREIGN Direct Invest-
ment (FDI)  demands more
resources and tax exemptions
than the Bahamas and other
Caribbean countries ought to
give away, while redirecting
revenues away from sectors
that need them, such as educa-

tion, a for-
mer finance
minister has
argued.

J a m e s
S m i t h ,
speaking at
the Anatal
R o d g e r s
M e m o r i a l
Lecture on
construction,
said incen-
tives given
to investors need not be so
draining to a country, and that
the success FDI brought to the
Bahamas may have inadver-
tently undermined education.

"We're giving away a little
bit more than we ought or need
to to attract the investment,"
said Mr Smith.

He said FDI in the Bahami-
an tourism sector may have led
to the decline in the will to pur-
sue tertiary education. He cited
the phenomenon of a hotel
"towel boy", whose earnings
were larger than those of a high
school teacher, as the draw to
hospitality and turn away from
higher learning.

Mr Smith said two opposing
viewpoints on FDI exist: That

because the growth of lesser
developed countries was con-
strained through lack of capital,
FDI was the only source of cap-
ital, yet concessions would have
to be offered.

The other was that "FDI
only extracted resources from
poor countries, providing very
little economic linkages, no
indigenous development and
only provide returns to the
investor”.

"Differing views reconcile
over time and countries, and
the Caribbean had to re-think
and examine the ‘quality’ of
FDI as well as the ‘quantity’, "
he said.

However, Mr Smith suggest-
ed that those two viewpoints
have come to reconcile them-
selves over time as the global
economy and dynamic of devel-
oping and developed countries
has changed.

He inferred, though, that the
tourism sector in the Bahamas
could be seen as coinciding with
the latter viewpoint, having
helped to remove a focus from
the pursuit of education to
instant gratification via employ-
ment in the hospitality indus-
try.

Mr Smith termed it a ‘one-
crop economy’ which could
invariably implode over time.

"It is beginning to feed on
itself," he said. "It has to
expand and grow because of
the employment demand
placed on the sector."

Despite the possible drain to
the standard of education, Mr
Smith said FDI in the
Caribbean and the Bahamas
was responsible for a huge gain
in long-term capital flows in the
English-speaking Caribbean.
He said that over 10 years,
those private capital flows
increased  from about $330 mil-
lion to $3 billion.

While FDI was thought to
stifle domestic investment, Mr
Smith argued that it was nec-
essary to keeping the Bahamas’
foreign reserves high. He also
said the finality of those for-
eign reserves are the reason
local investors would find it dif-
ficult to take on mega hotel
construction projects, as those
funds would leave the Bahamas
to finance the build-out.

Besides that obvious barrier,
Mr Smith said: "I don't know
too many Bahamians who can
raise that kind of money."

Tourism investment success damaging for education demand

‘We cannot run this country without BTVI’

BAHAMIAN businesses
must be determined and make
the “necessary operational
adjustments” to survive the cur-
rent recession, the administra-
tor for the Bahamas Entrepre-
neurial Venture Fund said.

Jerome Gomez, of Baker
Tilly Gomez, one of the speak-
ers at the upcoming Visionary
Business Leaders and Entrepre-
neurs Awards Conference, said
the  recession had caused busi-
nesspersons to pay closer atten-
tion to their business operations
and the way they did business
than in the past, when they
probably paid less attention to
inventory, pricing and customer
service. “

We’ve seen these kinds of
cycles before, probably not to
this extreme, so businesses just
have to be determined to
weather this economic storm
and get through it by making
the necessary operational
adjustments because better
times will come,” Mr Gomez
said.

Tennyson Wells, president of
Sanctuary Investments, who is
expected to address the con-
ference, said: “Despite these
very difficult times…we are
preparing now, for when the
economy actually turns
around.” 

Using his company as an
example, Mr Wells who owns
Yuma Estates, South Seas and
Lyford Hills, said his company
was presently putting in infra-
structure in these land devel-
opment projects.

Mr Wells also disclosed that
his company and other partners
are in the process of completing
the acquisition of the Bacardi
Plant and the Bacardi Termi-
nal at Clifton.

Other key speakers for the
December 2 event at the Sher-
aton Nassau Beach Resort will
include  Dionisio D’Aguilar,
immediate past president of the
Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce, and president of Super-
wash and chairman of AML
Holdings; Stacia Williams, pres-
ident of Total Image Manage-
ment; and Sandy Schaefer,
president of Robin Hood.  

The minister of state for
finance, Zhivargo Laing, will
deliver the keynote address.
Also addressing the conference
will be Dr Myles Munroe, pres-
ident of Bahamas Faith Min-
istries International.

Other event sponsors include
Superwash, Milo B. Butler &
Sons, Sanctuary Investments,
with prize and special donations
by Robin Hood, Atlantis,
Bahamasair and Switcha.

Businesses 
must make
‘necessary

adjustments’

SMITH

           



being imported by a develop-
er, plus the customs duty,
stamp duty, real property tax
and other tax exemptions they
are entitled to.

Mr Reardon told Tribune
Business that prior to this
point, neither the Govern-
ment, Customs nor his former
attorneys had informed Sky
Beach Club that it needed to
have a signed Hotels Encour-
agement Act agreement to
permit it to import vital mate-
rials duty-free.

He explained that Sky
Beach Club provided its draft
Hotels Encouragement Act
agreement to the Govern-
ment in February 2009. At a
subsequent meeting with the
Prime Minister, attended by
his father and the project’s
current attorney, David John-
stone of Lennox Paton, Mr
Ingraham was said to have
promised to refund the
$200,000 worth of Customs
duties the developers had
paid after being stopped from
using the Heads of Agree-
ment to import materials
duty-free. The Hotels Encour-
agement Act agreement was
also supposed to have been
signed.

Estimating that this meet-
ing took place around “six
months ago”, Mr Reardon
said no refund or signed
Hotels Encouragement Act
agreement had been forth-
coming, despite weekly com-

munications between Lennox
Paton and the Government
to see if everything had been
completed.

“They haven’t honoured
it,” Mr Reardon said of the
Government and his Heads
of Agreement. “I’ve spent
$200,000 in Customs duties
since then that I should not
have had to pay.

“I’m the only developer in
Eleuthera that, since the
world fell into turmoil, has
never stopped. We’re the only
ones. I’ve spent $12 million
on local contractors in
Eleuthera. I don’t know how
we can have an agreement
with the Government of the
Bahamas that can be changed
when the political parties
change.

“We thought we had an
agreement with the Govern-
ment of the Bahamas. We
thought we had a democratic
society here. This doesn’t
make sense to me. We com-
pleted a Hotels Encourage-
ment Act agreement, and he’s
[the Prime Minister] just nev-
er signed it.”

Some $5 million had been
invested in Sky Beach Club
in the past year alone, and Mr
Reardon added: “I was enti-
tled to the Hotels Encour-
agement Act [incentives]
under the Heads of Agree-
ment, and they said they were
going to sign it and refund our
monies.

“Lennox Paton is working
on it [the lawsuit], and it’s

going to be filed early next
[this] week. We have nothing
under construction right now.
We’ve put everything on hold
for the last six months. Why
do it when it costs $1.40 for a
piece of material when I
should be paying $1?”

Without the Hotels
Encouragement Act incen-
tives, Mr Reardon said Sky
Beach Club had lost poten-
tial real estate buyers because
the investment opportunity -
especially in this climate - had
become much less attractive -
due to the increased con-
struction costs.

Tax
The absence of the tax

exemptions raised construc-
tion costs by an estimated 45
per cent, he argued, turning
a $1 million project into a $1.4
million development. “I have
to disclose to every single per-
son interested in buying a lot,
for my own liability, when
they ask whether we are enti-
tled to the Hotels Encour-
agement Act, I have to tell
them it’s been revoked from
me,” Mr Reardon said.

Sky Beach Club had been
unable to pursue its develop-
ment model, he explained,
and investors were concerned
about whether they would
earn the expected return on
their investment when their
property was placed in the
hotel rental pool for nine
months per year.

Reeling off a list of
Eleuthera-based projects that
either had not commenced
construction or ground to a
screeching halt once the glob-

al credit crunch and recession
hit, Mr Reardon suggested
that the current impasse with
the Government had result-
ed from the Prime Minister’s
resistance to extending Hotels
Encouragement Act incen-
tives to condotels and accom-
modations, such as bunga-
lows, villas and houses, that
were placed by their owners
into a hotel rental pool.

The Prime Minister has
previously expressed concern
that, under the former
Christie administration,
investors and developers had
been able to access incentives
and tax exemptions under the
Hotels Encouragement Act
without having the necessary
agreements in place. 

The concern, he explained,
was that through this the
Government might lose out
on revenues due to it - a
major issue at a time when
the administration is desper-
ate to lay its hands on any rev-
enue it can to plug the widen-
ing fiscal deficit and a debt-to-
GDP ratio approaching 50
per cent.

And whether to extend
these incentives to ownership-
based resorts, such as the con-
dotel model Sky Beach Club
is predicated on, is another
concern the Prime Minister
has articulated, the suspicion
being that some developers
place these accommodations
in a rental pool just to qualify
for the tax exemptions. 

Another major issue is
whether an investor can pass
on his tax exemptions to real
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Doctors Hospital
Sessional Clinic:

Pediatrics
Specializing in:

diatric Acute Care
• Childrens Health
• Newborn Delivery

Follow-up
• Vaccinations
• Wellness Visits
• Check-ups

Dr. Maria Francis, MBBS

Dr. Maria Francis,
Pediatrician

Announcing the practice of:

Health & Wellne�
for our Future!

Available for iatric
Appointments:

Monday & Thursday
3:30pm - 6:30pm

Tel 242.302.4684
Contact

Doctors Hospital
Sessional Clinic:
#1 Collins Ave.

“Ask for business insurance from a
company that measures up to the job”
Security & General is a local company with international credentials - offering the benefits of business experience at home

and overseas, as a member of Colonial Group International. Group companies have helped customers with over $300 million

of hurricane-related claims since 2000. Group savings and administrative efficiencies benefit customers too - with the best

products at the best possible price, from a company where people come first.

CALL 326-7100 for an agent
or visit www.cgigroup.bm

SECURITY & GENERAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue, P.O. Box N-3540 Nassau  Tel. 326-7100

www.cgigroup.bm

A member of Colonial Group International: Insurance, Health, Pensions, Life

Business Insurance

Security & General Insurance is
rated A-(Excellent) by AM Best.

$22m investor: ‘Rug’s
Share your news

The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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THE INSURANCE COMMISSION OF THE BAHAMAS
Request for Proposals

External Audit Services

The newly formed Insurance Commission of The Bahamas (a statutory 
corporation) is seeking proposals for the provision of external audit services in 
respect of its financial statements prepared in accordance with International 
Financial Reporting Standards for the period ended December 31, 2009. 

For further information and to request the supplemental information, please 
contact:

Superintendent of Insurance
The Insurance Commission of The Bahamas

Email: oric@bahamas.gov.bs
Phone 328-1068

Proposal Submission:
PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL

TENDER DOCUMENTS – External Audit Services
SUPERINTENDENT

The Insurance Commission of The Bahamas
3rd Floor Charlotte House
Charlotte & Shirley Street

Nassau, Bahamas

Deadline: Friday - 20 November  2009 at 12:00 Noon 

The Commission reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders
(Issue Date – 11 November  2009)

*(1(5$/�0$1$*(5
&DUH�0DQDJHPHQW�1HWZRUN

&DUH�0DQDJHPHQW�1HWZRUN��&01��LV�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PHGLFDO�FRVW�FRQWDLQPHQW�FRPSDQ\�EDVHG�LQ�1DVVDX��
&01��D�SDUW�RI�(XURS�$VVLVWDQFH��D�JOREDO�FRPSDQ\�LV�VHHNLQJ�WR�HQJDJH�D�VXLWDEO\�TXDOLILHG�SHUVRQ�IRU�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�QHZO\�FUHDWHG�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�1DVVDX�

(VVHQWLDO�'XWLHV�
� 5HSRUW�WR�3UHVLGHQW��&DUH�0DQDJHPHQW�1HWZRUN
� 5HVSRQVLEOH�IRU�HIIHFWLYH�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�PXOWLSOH�IXQFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�%DKDPDV�RIILFH�LQ�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�NH\�
� VXSSOLHUV
� ([FHOOHQW�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�VXSHUYLVRU\�VNLOOV�DUH�HVVHQWLDO
� $GGLWLRQDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�ORFDO�JRYHUQDQFH��UHJXODWRU\�DQG�OHJDO�PDWWHUV
� (QVXUH�VWURQJ�H[HFXWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�VWURQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�H[WHUQDO�SDUWQHUV

5HTXLUHPHQWV�
� 0DQDJHPHQW�H[SHULHQFH�DFURVV�PXOWLSOH�IXQFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�LQVXUDQFH�VHFWRU��SUHIHUDEO\�LQ�KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH
� 3URYHQ�DELOLW\�WR�ZRUN�HIIHFWLYHO\�ZLWK�VWDII��VXSSOLHUV�DQG�FOLHQWV�LQ�D�PDWUL[�HQYLURQPHQW
� 0LQLPXP�%DFKHORU·V�'HJUHH�LQ�D�UHODWHG�ILHOG
� 0LQLPXP���\HDUV�RI�H[SHULHQFH�DW�D�PDQDJHPHQW��VXSHUYLVRU\�OHYHO
� )RU�WKH�ULJKW�FDQGLGDWH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�FRQVLGHU�IOH[LEOH�ZRUN�ZHHN

,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�DSSO\LQJ�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�D�JURZLQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�PHHW�WKH�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�HLWKHU�RI�WKH�DERYH�OLVWHG�SRVLWLRQV�SOHDVH�DSSO\�YLD�HPDLO�WR�KU#FPQ�JOREDO�FRP� OLVWLQJ�WKH�
SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�HPDLO���2QO\�DSSOLFDQWV�VHOHFWHG�IRU�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLOO�EH�FRQWDFWHG�

pulled out from under me’
estate purchasers, lowering
their construction costs, when
Bahamians do not receive the
same.

Still, many investors and
businesspersons are likely to
feel that the Government is
playing ‘a dangerous game’,
given that Mr Reardon and
Sky Beach Club already have
a signed Heads of Agreement
with the Government.

Attempts to change the
details of such an agreement
after the fact could potential-
ly damage current and poten-
tial investor confidence in the
Bahamas, and raise doubts
about the security of any
arrangements with the Gov-
ernment (especially when it
changes hands), at a time
when this nation needs all the
foreign direct investment it
can get.

Experiences such as the one
encountered by Sky Beach
Club could increase investor
perceptions of ‘political risk’
when it comes to investing in
the Bahamas, a negative
development for this nation.

“Not only would I not have
spent $22 million, I would not
have spent a dollar in this
country,” Mr Reardon told
Tribune Business. “Why
would you come here, invest
here, and then you have a
political election in a democ-
ratic society and they decide
your agreement with the Gov-
ernment is no longer going to
be enforced?

“From our experience, we
would never have done this
deal if we had known this
would take place - a change in
power would affect our agree-
ment with the Bahamas. I
don’t think Perry Christie
would ever have done this to

us.
“I know Bahamians, and

know from my staff how com-
mitted they are to one politi-
cal party or the other, but I
don’t pay attention to it.  I’m
just a foreign investor.

“I’m trying to develop the
best resort I can and build it.
Why am I being punished? I
want to know of any other
developer who has spent $22
million in the last two years in
the worst economic depres-
sion in memory. Has anyone
else in the Bahamas spent as
much money, apart maybe
from Kerzner International?

Site
“We’re a little site on an

Out Island. We’ve spent a
tonne of money, a huge
investment, and feel as if the
rug’s been pulled out from
under us.”

Mr Reardon added: “The
biggest loser is the people of
Eleuthera. If I am not invest-
ing, why am I not going to
pull the plug and move out? 

“That’s not my rationale,
but everything’s on hold right
now. I’ve been through too
much to pull out, but every-
thing’s on hold. The whole
vision has been spoilt. I can’t
figure out under what sce-
nario this is positive for the
country of the Bahamas.

“I really don’t want to bring
suit against the Government.
I don’t want Hubert Ingra-
ham as an enemy. I just want
to continue on with my
resort.”

Mr Reardon, though,
threatened that if the situa-
tion was not “corrected”,
details were likely to emerge
in the US media, especially in

south Florida or New York.
Pointing to a potential flaw

with the Government’s reluc-
tance to grant investment
incentives to condotels and
properties with an element of
vacation ownership, Mr Rear-
don said such a development
model was ideally suited to
the Family Islands, where vis-
itors wanted low density
development - as opposed to
mega resorts - and a tranquil
atmosphere to escape mod-
ern life’s pressures. He ques-
tioned whether other similar
Family Island condotels, such
as the Ritz-Carlton at Wind-
ing Bay, had been subject to
the treatment he had
received.

Set on a 22-acre site near
Governor’s Harbour, Sky
Beach Club currently employs
22 Bahamians, with four,
four-bedroom homes, three
bungalows, a  restaurant, pool
and bar, plus all the necessary
infrastructure, having been
completed.

The developers have so far
been able to sell seven of the
33 available lots, which all
occurred prior to the reces-
sion.

To advertise, call 502-2371 
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business, and affording a
place where disputes may be
resolved in a timely manner. 

“Today, we cannot say that,
and our Supreme Courts are
in disarray with commercial
matters sorely wanting.”

Mr Moss told Tribune Busi-
ness that since former Senior
Justice John Lyons resigned,
he was unsure who had been
assigned to replace him, and
which judges had carriage of
the unresolved cases that
were previously before him.

Adding that this was “not

going to bode well for the
confidence of litigants”, Mr
Moss told Tribune Business:
“You need to ensure, because
money is involved, that these
matters are solved in an equi-
table and timely fashion, and
that is not the case today in
the Bahamas.

“You need to give poten-
tial litigants some comfort
that the Bahamas is serious
that it means to be what it
says it is about. This needs to
be attended to, and I don’t
see it.”

Holistic
Urging the Bahamas to

take a holistic, “universal”
approach to fixing all the
issues hindering the financial
services industry’s perfor-
mance, Mr Moss said: “Your
courts go hand in hand with
the industry.

“You must have products
that attract people, and we
don’t do it. We implement
things way after other juris-
dictions do it, despite all the
promotional efforts of the
Bahamas Financial Services
Board, the Association of
International Banks and
Trusts and others. We need
to innovate to keep us on the
cutting edge. That is where
the crux of the problem is.”

The Bahamas, Mr Moss
said, needed someone in gov-
ernment “dedicated to it
around the clock”, but suc-
cessive governments had been

unable to grasp the impor-
tance of the financial services
industry and what it needed
to succeed.

“You can take a horse to
water, but you can’t make it
drink,” Mr Moss said of the
Government. “We have to be
serious about dedicated
draftsmen in the Attorney
General’s Office, focused on
financial services to make
sure products come on board.
That is what we need to do
now. WE can’t do it unless
we look at every aspect.”

Among the issues the
Bahamas had to deal with
were education, the empow-
erment of Bahamians, infra-
structure, a high cost operat-
ing environment and electric-
ity and telecommunications.

“We have to do it at one
time,” Mr Moss added. “We
just need people with the
resolve to get it done.”

He said Parliament needed
to establish a standing com-
mittee on financial services to
look at draft legislation, so it
could be passed quickly by
Parliament.

The Government also
needed to fund a program
that will assist Bahamians in
securing money and guaran-
tees, in order for them to own
their own financial services
companies, while Mr Moss
suggested that the College of
the Bahamas produce a
school of financial services
geared towards training
Bahamians in the industry.
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS     2008 
IN THE SUPREME COURT          CLE/qui/01845 

IN THE MATTER of all that piece parcel 
or lot of land containing approximately 
2 acres situate in the vicinity of Murphy 
Town-approximately three (3) miles 

 westward of Marsh Harbour on the 
 Island of Abaco one of the Islands of the 
 Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

AND 
IN THE MATTER of the Quieting Titles Act, 1959 

AND 
IN THE MATTER of the Petition of Colin Baltron 

Archer and Marjorie Louise Archer 

NOTICE OF PETITION 

TAKE NOTICE that Colin Baltron Archer and 
Marjorie Louise Archer both of the Island of 
New Providence one of the Islands of the 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas (hereinaftcr 
collectively called “the Petitioners”) claim to be 
the owners in long, exclusive and undisturbed 
possession of the said piece, parcel or lot 
of land containing approximately two acres 
situate approximately three miles westward of 
Marsh Harbour on the Island Abaco, one of the 
Bahama Islands and have made application to 
the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of 
The Bahamas under Section 3 of the Quieting 
Tides Act, 1959 to have their tide to the said 
piece, parcel or lot of land investigated and
the nature and extent thereof determined and 

by the Court in accordance with the provisions 

inspected during normal working hours at :-

a. The Registry of the Supreme Court, 
Ansbacher House, East Street 

 North, Nassau, The Bahamas. 

Mackey  Boulevard, Marsh Harbour, 
Abaco, The Bahamas. 

c. Hall & Hall, Chambers, 2nd Terrace 
 West, Collins Avenue, Nassau, The 
 Bahamas. 

NOTICE is hereby given that if you have any 
dower or rights to dower or an adverse claim 
or claim not recognized in the Petition shall 
on or before the 30th day of November, A. D., 

Nassau in the Island of New Providence 
aforesaid and serve on the Petitioner or the 
undersigned a statement of your claim in the 

claimed and an abstract of title to the said 
area claimed by you. 

of your claim on or before the 30th day of 
November A. D., 2009 will operate as a bar 
to such claim. 

Dated this 19th day of October, 2009 

Hall & Hall 
Chambers 
2nd Terrace West, Collins Avenue
Nassau, The Bahamas 
Attorney for the Petitioners 

Bahamas ‘sorely wanting’ 
over commercial cases
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room and occupancy rates to
their pre-recession levels “will
depend largely on how quick-
ly our major market rebounds
in demand for travel to the
islands of the Bahamas.

“We simply hope and pray
it’s some time sooner rather
than later, that it’s some time
next year and no later than
the third quarter next year.”

A recovery by the 2010
third quarter may be some-
thing of a stretch, given that
Atlantis and others have pre-
dicted that their key
group/convention business is
unlikely to rebound until
2011, but the BHA president
said the hotel industry needed
to see how the tentatively
improving economic environ-
ment in the US impacted its
member properties in New
Providence and the Family
Islands.

The upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing holiday period later this
month may provide some
indication of where US con-
sumer and vacation confi-
dence currently is, but Mr
Sands said this holiday should
not be looked at “in isolation”
from the remainder of
November.

“We have to look at a col-
lective month of improve-
ment,” he explained.
“Thanksgiving represents one
snippet of a time period in
one month, but we would cer-
tainly welcome a strong
Thanksgiving. 

“We need to see that stay
solid for a given period before
we make the determination
that we have reached the
turnaround.”

And Mr Sands added:
“With the absence of a solid
group base, there’s tremen-
dous pressure on individual
business at this time. We’re
not seeing the level of growth
in yields that we’d like to see,
coupled with downward pres-
sures on occupancy.

“There seems to be some
bottoming out in the rate of
decreases more than anything
else, and then we can maybe
start to look forward to build-
ing on monthly improvements

going forward.”
A joint BHA/Ministry of

Tourism statement last week
said that 12 New Providence
hotels surveyed had seen a
collective 7.9 per cent year-
over-year increase in room
revenues for September 2009,
while occupancy levels rose
from 31 per cent to 38.9 per
cent.

The resulting 4.8 per cent
increase in hotel room nights
sold, combined with an
increase in average daily
room rate (ADR) of almost
$5, generated a 7.9 per cent
room revenue gain.

The Ministry of Tourism
and BHA said that for Sep-
tember 2009, the ADR was
$164.44 compared to $159.75
last year. Available room
nights decreased by 16.5 per
cent, reflecting the closure of
rooms at Baha Mar's Wynd-
ham property on August 17
and the RIU property in Sep-
tember.

However, Mr Sands
warned that one month’s per-
formance “does not create a
trend, so we have to take it
one month at a time and build
on that going forward. We

remain cautiously optimistic
about the future, and don’t
want to read anything into
one month’s performance.
We want to see a string of
months before we make a
determination that things
have bottomed out and con-
tinue to improve.”

The hotel industry was up
against weak comparatives for
September, given that this
month last year was when
Lehman Brothers collapsed
into bankruptcy, triggering
the worst recession in living
memory.

Mr Sands added that the
Bahamas had “been blessed”
and was “eternally grateful”
that the resort and tourism
industries had been spared a
hurricane, describing Sep-
tember as “a funny month”
due to the impact these
storms had on confidence in
travelling.

He said the BHA and its
members were “going to do
everything in our power to
promote the destination and
Bahamian tourism”, with
marketing efforts to date hav-
ing enabled this nation to “get
a hook into” those Americans

still travelling.
“The Bahamas could have

been in a much worse posi-
tion” without this, Mr Sands
suggested, with the BHA also
working with the Govern-
ment on increasing airlift to
drive tourist traffic to this
nation.

While 10 of the 12 report-
ing properties recorded a
modest September increase
in room revenue, the Ministry
of Tourism and BHA said:
"However, September's posi-
tive performance did little to
reverse the third quarter per-
formance, and reflects pri-

marily a year-over-year com-
parison with September 2008,
the starting point for the
worst tourism cycle since 1991
and the first Iraq War.

"The third quarter occu-
pancy was 60.1 per cent com-
pared to 61.9 per cent in 2008.
Room nights sold and room
revenue were 11.8 per cent
and 20.6 per cent below last
year's third quarter levels.
The ADR recorded was
$200.51 compared to $222.94
in 2008."

For the first nine months to
end-September 2009, the
Ministry of Tourism and

BHA said hotel occupancy
stood at 63.5 per cent com-
pared to 68.9 per cent last
year.

The ADR was $230.35,
while January to September
last year was $254.42. Hotel
revenue fell 21 per cent, with
12 of the 14 hotels reporting
losses for the year so far.
Hotel room nights sold
decreased by 12.8 per cent.

The latest preliminary air
arrivals to the end of August
for New Providence showed a
9.3 per cent decrease or
71,812 fewer foreign air
arrivals than in 2008.
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NOTICE
Cosolmis Ltd.

In Voluntary Liquidation

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 
138(4) of the International Business Companies Act. 
2000, Cosolmis Ltd. is in dissolution as of November 
9, 2009. 

International Liquidator Services Inc. situated at 35A
Regent Street, P. O. Box 1777, Belize City, Belize is 
the Liquidator.

 L I Q U I D A T O R
______________________

Hotels ‘hoping and praying’ for recovery by the third quarter
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difficult to see where the next
growth spur was coming from.

“I think that over the years
the Government’s policies
have really squandered our
resources, namely our human
resources, and it’s out of the

minds of individuals that ideas
come, and industry and devel-
opment,” Mr Lowe told Tri-
bune Business.

“But if you batter individu-
als down sufficiently, you end
up in a position where you
are bereft of innovation. 

“Government’s single and

sole concern seems to be the
creation of jobs, which is a
poor focus when they should
be concentrating on produc-
tivity and enabling national
production, which comes
from the private sector.
Through that will come
employment.”

Mr Lowe told Tribune
Business that the Bahamas
was in its current crossroads
“predicament” because
throughout history it had
been “hugely dependent on
all the external advantages we
can leverage, and at the same
time we’ve completely
ignored all the internal func-
tions of our country. 

“So we have nothing to fall
back on. We have not devel-
oped any alternatives. We
could say we developed the
tourism field, but look at the
product we have.”

Recounting the Bahamas’
economic history, Mr Lowe
said the inhuman slave trade,
between the years 1501-1865,
had created a ‘waypoint’ for
Spanish and British trade
interests, along with wreck-
ing, piracy and privateering.

Then, gun running from
1774-1776 during the War of
Independence, and again in
1861-1865 during the Ameri-
can Civil War, gave the
Bahamas another profitable
revenue stream, followed
eventually by rum
running/bootlegging to the

US between 1919-1933 and,
ultimately, the drug traffick-
ing boom of the 1970s and
1980s that saw an explosion
in the underground econo-
my’s size.

All this was triggered by
external events in the US and
the Bahamas’ proximity to
this market. On a more legal
basis, Mr Lowe pointed out
that World War II benefited
from the Bahamas via the
RAF training base at Windsor
Field, and the infusion of
Navy ships and military per-
sonnel.

Soon after came the Cas-
tro takeover of Cuba and its
closure to US tourists and
gaming fans, which led to the
development of the Bahamas
as a vacation/casino destina-
tion, while offshore banking
had flourished from the 1940s
onwards as wealthy persons
sought to escape punitive tax-
ation in their home countries.

Only sponging and pineap-
ples could be considered
Bahamian-produced exports,
which were sold in response
to foreign demand, Mr Lowe
using history to chart how this

nation had largely capitalised
on outside factors for its eco-
nomic fortunes, as opposed
to controlling its own destiny
internally.

Now, with the Bahamas
and the world econ0my mired
in recession, Mr Lowe said he
“doesn’t see” where the next
growth spur for this nation
will come from.

“Where is the next oppor-
tunity for this small island
developing state? That’s the
whole point,” he explained.
“Internally, it appears as if
there’s nothing, and external-
ly I don’t see anything out
there either. What internally
can be generated to generate
production, and therefore
employment. I don’t see
much.

“I see Edison Key trying
like hell in agriculture, but
that’s going to meet with cer-
tain limited success. What else
is there? Nothing externally
that I can see.

“You can do a lot to
improve the internal, but only
if the Government is willing
to turn to the private sector to
tap into innovation and cre-
ativity. That’s not happened
yet. The only thing I can see
the Government looking to
the private sector for is
increased taxes.

“The only way I see that
happening is for the Govern-
ment to back off on its perse-
cution and control on the pri-
vate sector. They need to
back off. The main thing hold-
ing the Bahamas internal
economy back is the very gov-
ernment we elected.”

The Government, Mr Lowe
said, needed to stop “med-
dling” and retarding innova-
tion/creativity in the private
sector, and become proactive
instead of reactive.

“This is where we’re going
to have to pay attention to
what is going on in the
world,” Mr Lowe added. “It’s
difficult, because it seems as if
it’s all doom and gloom, but
the reality is there, and once
we put our heads in the sand
and not pay attention to it, I
don’t see us fixing it.”
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IndiGO Networks is a developing telecommunications company based in Nassau, 
Bahamas. The company has a 20-year history in offering innovative technology and 
telecommunications solutions to businesses in The Bahamas. In 2004 IndiGO was 
granted the first and currently only license to allow international and domestic voice 
competition with The Bahamas Telecommunications Company. IndiGO Networks is 
currently in search of a highly qualified individual to full the position of Senior Network 
Engineer.

Senior Network Engineer
Successful candidates should be highly energized and willing to take on the challenges 
of a fast-paced network rollout. The Network Services team is tasked with the 7/24/365 
OA&M of an international telecommunications network. The successful candidate will 
be challenged with a collection of objectives in the next year.

Responsibilities

custom monitoring tools and an underlying Cusco telephony
 infrastructure 

(NetApp/Symantec Netbackup)

 interconnection

Qualifications

monitoring and troubleshooting

resolve network problems

providers network preferred

BTS softswitch preferred

OA&M documentation

IndiGO Networks offers a highly competitive package of benefits. Salary is 
commensurate with qualifications and experience.

Qualified candidates should submit their resumes in writing to:
IndiGO Networks PO BOX N-3920

Attention: VP Network Services
Or via email to: careers@indigonetworks.com

‘Where’s Bahamas next opportunity?’
FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11BB
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The stories behind the news

By PACO NUNEZ and
RUPERT MISSICK Jr

I
t has been said that our
reliance on so fickle an
industry as tourism is
unwise and will hurt the
Bahamas if we do not learn

to diversify.
This argument takes for granted

that tourism has treated us well,
only raising the point that it may
not last forever; a point today's eco-
nomic climate serves to illustrate.

Were anyone to suggest, howev-
er, that our status as the most suc-
cessful nation in the region is itself
nothing more than a mirage, he
would be recommended for a head
examination by most people.

The Bahamas is certainly facing
some difficult challenges in terms
of rising crime and violence, but
Bahamians still have the highest
per-capita income, the strongest cur-
rency, the most lucrative tourism
industry in the Caribbean.

The usual interpretation is that
the first set of conditions somehow
exists despite the second. We are
daily beset, in newspapers and on
the radio, by the views of semi-pro-
fessional opinion-mongers con-
vinced they know how to right this
imbalance.

But what if we have the whole
thing backwards? What if the very
character of our "success" is the
source of the social degeneration
we so lament?

On Thursday night, a teeming
audience of academics, students,
artists, poets, politicians and jour-
nalists were asked to consider this
proposition.

The idea is not really new: The
service/subservience debate has sur-
faced repeatedly during our short
independent history.

Yet the suggestion seemed to
arrest the audience, to hold it in sus-
pension. Perhaps the direct manner
in which it was stated had some-
thing to do with this. The speaker
did not beat around the bush.

"I think we are threatened by
mental, moral, intellectual extinc-
tion from tourism," he said.

Then again, the audience's reac-
tion may have had something to do
with the fact that it was no mere
opinion monger who pronounced
this verdict, but arguably the most
brilliant writer the Caribbean has
ever produced.

Nobel laureate Derek Walcott
was in Nassau last week to deliver
the Anatol Rodgers Memorial Lec-
ture at the College of the Bahamas
on Thursday. In addition to dis-
cussing art and poetry, he shared
his views on the model of tourism
unfolding throughout the region.

He spoke about the bright lights
of Nassau's tourism enclaves, and
how they contrast with the "dark-
ness" of inactivity and limited cir-
cumstances in which the surround-
ing neigbourhoods are shrouded.

Mr Walcott criticised the politi-
cians whose policies have created
this dichotomy, saying the fact that
they "see the contrast as necessary"
is a "serious admission of futility."

This futility is in turn absorbed by
individuals for whom the contrast
is not merely a spectacle, but a con-
dition of everyday life, he suggested.

It is not lost on people that
"every view is up for sale in the
Caribbean," Mr Walcott said. "The
association of inferiority and insult
is tremendous." 

The following day, he told a sem-
inar group: "We accept in our own
society an image that goes like this:
There is a huge liner in harbour, in
the port, as big as the town next to
the liner. Around the town there is
the ghetto where the poor live. The
poor are part of the picturesque
poster that we establish in the
Caribbean. We advertise the liner
and the poverty simultaneously.
That has become part of our image
of where we live and what we
accept."

Speaking to Insight, Mr Walcott
offered an anecdote to illustrate
how this contrast and disproportion
begins to affect the individual.

"This sounds romantic but it’s
more than just being romantic or
nostalgic about something. There is
a beach in St Lucia near where I
live. I used to go to a particular
grape tree and sit down there and
write. It was a beautiful place. Next
thing I know a hotel is going up, so
that grape tree is no more.

"Now, who am I to want a grape
tree? – That is the kind of question
you begin to get."

He said the reason many of us do
not see the problem, is that we are
looking through the wrong lens.

Economics, he feels, lacks the
scope necessary to even approach
the most important questions.

He told the seminar group: "We
have had revolutions against the
existence of poverty and cruelty and
race – do we have an economics
that goes beyond, that adapts to the
necessities of conscience? Do we
have guilt in our economic policy?
And do we have embarrassment or
shame in our economics? If we do,
I'm not aware of it."

Prominent local psychologist Dr
David Allen has already described
the Bahamas as a “shame-based
society” and suggested that this is at
the root of many of our most diffi-
cult social problems.

For Mr Walcott, the inability to
take into account embarrassment
and shame explains our blindness
to the true effects of a tourism dom-

inated economy in a region with so
severe a history of division and
alienation.

These effects, he said, become
more intense the smaller the coun-
try and the larger the dominant
resort developments.

If this is so, the Bahamas – far
from being the most successful
country in the region – is actually at
the epicentre of the rot.

Mr Walcott told Insight: "The
disproportion begins in terms of,
how can a place so small have such
a big resort? The scale starts to go
and the government justifies the
scale by saying they are getting
money. No government thinks in
terms of modesty of scale when it
comes to development. It has
already happened in the northern
Caribbean and in the Bahamas."

Asked what he thought of the
Atlantis Resort, the outspoken poet
said: "If we had something of that
size in St Lucia, I'd have to either
give up or leave St Lucia. I could
not let myself be that physically
dominated by one building.”

On his native island, like here,

the growth of tourism has been
accompanied by rising crime, which
in turn has provoked a reaction
quite familiar to Bahamians – the
erection of domestic fortifications.

He said: "I don't have an electric
gate. I have not so far been robbed.
Now they are saying there has been
a lot of burglaries in the vicinity of
where I live.

"When I was young, I had great
contempt for where I live now. I
used to think only rich white people
lived there. And I am not a rich
white person. But now they are
going to have a gated community
and I don't want it because it pro-
vokes.

"I have a theory that my open
gate doesn't challenge burglary,
because [when] you put a gate and a
bell, people start to think there must
be something in there."

Mr Walcott believes the insensi-
tive, sometimes "illiterate" politi-
cians Caribbean people elect have a
great deal to answer for.

"Governments need to do

Have we got it
all wrong?

THE public presentations
by Mr Walcott last week were
made possible by two entities:
The College of the Bahamas'
School of English Studies and
the Construction Seminar
Group.

Mr Walcott was this year's
speaker at the annual Anatol
Rodgers Memorial Lecture
Series hosted by the School of
English Studies (SES) in con-
junction with the Rodgers
family.

The series provides an
opportunity for members of
the college and the wider
community to interact with
noted literary and linguistic
scholars.

It is named in honour of
the late Anatol Rodgers who
contributed to the develop-
ment of education in the
Bahamas from 1933 to 1975
and who was the third
Bahamian and first female
Principal of the government
High School (1971-1975).

Although she taught a vari-
ety of subjects during her pro-
fessional life, Mrs Rodgers’
first love was English.

Following the lecture,
which took place on Thurs-
day, Mr Walcott addressed a
seminar organised by Con-
struction Seminar Group
(CSG).

The CSG, which consists of
Lelawattee Manoo-Rahming,
her husband Hammond Rah-
ming, Michael Diggis and
Henry Hepburn, wrote a
paper two years ago called
The Impact of Foreign Direct
Investment on the Develop-
ment of the Bahamas.

The paper was presented at
a construction conference in
Trinidad and was well
received.

Mrs Manoo-Rahming said
this gave the group the idea of
trying to do a similar thing in
the Bahamas.

She said: "The time for the
next one was coming up and
we thought that it would be a
great idea to do the impact on
foreign direct investment not
only in the Bahamas but on
the Caribbean because we
were trying to involve people
in the Caribbean to really dia-
logue with us."

THE Bahamas prides itself on being the most successful
economy in the Caribbean, taking advantage of geography
and natural beauty to become an example to which other
island nations can aspire. But one eminent literary mind

considers the model of development we exemplify to 
be at the root of a crisis of shame and cultural 

insecurity plaguing the region. INSIGHT reports...

Governments must
insist that foreign

investors help
with cultural
development

NOBEL LAUREATE DEREK WALCOTT

SSEEEE ppaaggee 44CC
SSEEEE ppaaggee 55CC

              



C M
Y K

C M
Y K

INSIGHT

PAGE 2C, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2009                                                                                                                                          THE TRIBUNE

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

By PETE YOST
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) —
In courtrooms barred to the
public, dozens of terror sus-
pects are pleading for their
freedom from the Guan-
tanamo Bay prison, some-
times even testifying on their
own behalf by video from the
US naval base in Cuba.

Complying with a Supreme
Court ruling last year, 15 fed-
eral judges in the US court-
house here are giving
detainees their day in court
after years behind bars half a
world away from their home-
lands.

The judges have found the
government's evidence
against 30 detainees wanting
and ordered their release.
That number could rise sig-
nificantly because the judges
are on track to hear chal-
lenges from dozens more pris-
oners.

Scooped up along with
hard-core terrorist suspects in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
elsewhere, these 30 detainees
stand in stark contrast to the
10 prisoners whom the Oba-
ma administration targeted
for prosecution Friday for
plotting the September 11 and
other terrorist attacks. Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, the pro-

fessed mastermind of 9/11,
and four of his alleged hench-
men are headed for a federal
civilian trial in New York; five
others, including a top sus-
pect in the 2000 bombing of
the USS Cole off Yemen, will
be tried by a military com-
mission.

More detainees are expect-
ed to soon be added to the
prosecution list. But there will
still be plenty of cases left
among the 215 detainees now
at Guantanamo to keep the
judges here busy as they work
to clear a legal morass the
Bush administration created
after the September 11, 2001,
attacks.

Bush administration
Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld once promised
Guantanamo held "the worst
of the worst." The judges here
have rejected pleas for release
from eight detainees, but they
have concluded the govern-
ment does not even have
enough evidence to keep 30
other detainees behind bars.

"There is absolutely no rea-
son for this court to presume
that the facts contained in the
government's exhibits are
accurate," District Judge
Gladys Kessler wrote in
ordering the release of Alla

Dozens of Guantanamo Bay

IN THIS photo of a sketch by courtroom artist Janet Hamlin, reviewed by the US Military, the five September 11, 2001 attack co-defendants
sit during a hearing at the US Military Commissions court for war crimes at the US Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
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Ali Bin Ali Ahmed. He was
repatriated to Yemen after a
seven-year stay at Guan-
tanamo, where he was
brought as a teenager.

"Much of the factual mate-
rial contained in those
exhibits is hotly contested for
a host of different reasons
ranging from the fact that it
contains second- and third-
hand hearsay to allegations
that it was obtained by tor-
ture to the fact that no state-
ment purports to be a verba-
tim account of what was said,"
Kessler said. She ruled the
government failed to prove
the detainee was part of or
substantially supported Tal-
iban or al-Qaida forces.

The evidentiary record "is
surprisingly bare," US Dis-
trict Judge Colleen Kollar-
Kotelly wrote in ordering the
release of Fouad Mahmoud
Al Rabiah, a 50-year-old
father of four from Kuwait
who had been an aviation
engineer for Kuwaiti Airways
for 20 years. He has been
imprisoned at Guantanamo
Bay since 2002.

Rabiah is one of dozens of
men who won their cases in
court or who have been
cleared for transfer by the
Obama administration who
are still among the 215
detainees at Guantanamo.
Finding countries willing to
take the detainees has proven
difficult. Since Obama took
office, only 25 detainees have
actually left.

In the case of a detainee
from Syria, US District Judge
Richard Leon pointed to evi-
dence that the man, Abdul-
rahim Abdul Razak Al Gin-
co, who uses the surname
Janko, had been tortured
repeatedly by al-Qaida for
three months into falsely con-
fessing that he was a US spy,
then jailed for 18 months by
the Taliban in Kandahar
before he fell into the hands
of US forces.

"Notwithstanding these
extraordinary intervening
events, the government con-
tends that Janko was still 'part
of' the Taliban and/or al-Qai-
da when he was taken into
custody," Leon wrote in
ordering the detainee's
release. "Surely extreme
treatment of that nature
evinces a total evisceration of
whatever relationship might
have existed!"

One detainee who lost his
bid for freedom was Adham
Mohammed Ali Awad, tak-
en into custody seven years
ago when he was a teenager.

"It seems ludicrous to
believe that he poses a secu-
rity threat now, but that is not
for me to say, " wrote US Dis-
trict Judge James Robertson.

"The case against Awad is
gossamer thin," consisting of
raw intelligence, multiple lev-
els of hearsay and documents
whose authenticity cannot be
proven, said Robertson. "In
the end, however, it appears
more likely than not that
Awad was, for some period
of time, 'part of' al-Qaida."

The detainees' hearings —
which usually last a day or
two apiece — are expected to
go well into next year, unless
the Obama administration
finds homes for them in other
countries in the meantime.

Some 45 per cent of the
detainees are citizens of
Yemen. Afghanistan is the
home country of about one
in 10 detainees. Saudi Ara-
bia, Algeria and Tunisia
together are home for about
one in five, according to the
Pentagon.

The courthouse's Guan-
tanamo cleanup started with
the Bush administration still
in office, set in motion by the
district judges just days after
the Supreme Court ruled that
detainees could go to civilian
court to challenge their indef-
inite detention. After two ear-

lier Supreme Court rulings in
favour of the detainees, a
Republican-controlled Con-
gress stepped in to effectively
keep detainees from seeking
freedom from civilian courts,
but the Democratic-con-
trolled Congress let the June
2008 ruling stand.

The district judges contact-
ed the attorney general and
the defense secretary to
arrange for a secure video link
to Guantanamo. A few judges
have taken testimony by satel-
lite from several detainees
who wanted to speak on their
own behalf.

Typically, the first half hour
of a detainee's hearing is open
to the public, with the prison-
er listening by phone. Then
the courtroom doors are
locked, and the judges hear
classified evidence.

The 15 judges' chambers
were outfitted with safes, spe-
cial laptop computers and
printers and each of the
judges' law clerks underwent
background checks and was
given a security clearance to
deal with classified informa-
tion that dominates the evi-
dence.

One of the last bastions of
judicial opposition to the
detainees is the federal
appeals court on the fifth
floor of the courthouse.

There, a three-judge panel
ruled the judges lack authori-
ty to order the detainees
released into the United
States even if they have won
their release and have
nowhere else to go. Consid-
ered no threat to the United
States, the detainees in that
case are 17 Muslims, known
as Uighurs. They were picked
up in Afghanistan after flee-
ing western China and fear
persecution if returned to
China. The Supreme Court
has agreed to hear their
appeal, with a decision
expected next spring. This

year, the US government
found a home for four
Uighurs in Bermuda and six
on the Pacific island nation of
Palau. The seven still at
Guantanamo hope to live in
the United States. To achieve
that goal, their lawyers must
persuade the Supreme Court
to rule in their favour.
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detainees get day in court 

IN THIS photo reviewed by
the US military, Chinese
Uighur Guantanamo detainees
show a home-made note to
visiting members of the media
at Camp Iguana detention
facility at Guantanamo Bay
US Naval Base, Cuba...

(AP Photo)
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more," he told his Anatol
Rodgers Lecture audience,
"so that there is more than
just a big hotel to look at,
where there is nothing going
on, intellectually at least."

As a poet, playwright and
painter, he believes the devel-
opment of the arts is integral
to the development of a cul-
ture; the nourishment of the
human spirit necessary for
individuals to own their own
history and experience.

"Economics is for me
almost an enemy of poetry,"

he said. "To think in eco-
nomic terms only, and not in
terms of poetry is to leave out
an aspect of economics that
is essential, and that essen-
tiality is compassion.

Economists
"Does that mean that econ-

omists are not compassion-
ate? No, that's not what I'm
saying; I'm saying that the
reality – the alleged reality –
of economics or any science is
that 'This is going to happen,
and that this is inevitable'. But
revolutions do not accept that

after a while; they say to
themselves, 'Why should this
be inevitable? Why should
black people be oppressed?'
Because it's logical, because
it's economically feasible, to
have slaves for instance? Or
it's economically feasible to
have an empire based on a
racial label of a kind?

"I find it difficult to pursue
one line of argument only, but
I find it's very easy to point
out how poetry embraces all
those other sciences, the sci-
ences that have to do with the
handling of feeling, the han-
dling of emotion."

During our interview, Mr
Walcott seemed far more
interested in the state of the
local art scene than in the
questions we had prepared
for him. He advised aspiring
Bahamian writers to begin
from the recognition that per-
haps this country is already
"gone".

"Now you must begin from
what is gone. Your grape tree
is already gone," he said.

WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk??
ppnnuunneezz@@ttrriibbuunneemmeeddiiaa..nneett
rrmmiissssiicckk@@ttrriibbuunneemmeeddiiaa..nneett

Have we 
got it all 
wrong?

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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3ULQFH� &KDUOHV� 'U�� (DVW� �� *ROI� &RXUVH� 'U�� 6RXWK� �� 6HD� %UHH]H�
'U��(DVW� ��$YH�� �DOO� VLGH�VWUHHWV��6RXWK� �� -RH�)DUULQJWRQ�5G��(DVW�
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6WDUWLQJ�3RLQW � 1DVVDX�9LOODJH�(QWUDQFH�WR�3ULQFH�&KDUOHV�6KRSSLQJ�
&HQWUH�3ULQFH�&KDUOHV�'ULYH���6W��0LFKDHO�5G���� 6ROGLHU�5G���:HVW�RQ�
6ROGLHU�5G����7D\ORU�6W���(PHUHOGD�$YHQXH���$OH[DQGHU�%OYG��(DVW�DQG�
DOO�VLGH�6WUHHWV���WR�$OH[DQGHU�%OYG��:HVW���:LQGVRU�3ODFH�5G����6ROGLHU�
5G��(DVW�RQ�6ROGLHU�5G�� ��2OG�7UDLO�5G�� WR�6RORPRQ¶V�:KROHVDOH� ��
5RELQVRQ�5G����0DUDWKRQ�5G����:XOII�5G����0DFNH\�6W����0DGHULD�6W����
&ROOLQV�$YHQXH���6KLUOH\�6W����(DVW�6W���%D\�6W����9LOODJH�5G����6ROGLHU�
5G���3ULQFH�&KDUOHV�'ULYH���5HWXUQ�WR�3ULQFH�&KDUOHV�6KRSSLQJ�&HQWUH�

3�6��1HDUHVW�EXV�VWRS���*RYHUQPHQW�3ULQWLQJ

Mrs Manoo-Rahming
noted that Mr Walcott,
when speaking in Guyana at
Carifesta 2008, said that
when investors approach
Caribbean governments for
permission to construct
hotels, the governments
must insist that the investors
help with the development
of culture, by perhaps con-
structing a theatre or muse-
um.

"Here is someone who
we greatly admire and his
work is a great inspiration to
me, and he is saying these
words about these issues we
are trying to deal with as it
relates to foreign direct
investment, so it was just
natural for us to invite him
to be our keynote speaker,"
she said.

Walcott
was Anatol
Rodgers 

Memorial
Lecture
Series 

keynote
speaker
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Jamaica: 
Gunmen 
set home 
ablaze, 
woman 
is killed

By FRANCES D'EMILIO
Associated Press Writer

ROME (AP) — Funding
from an Islamic bank will help
develop agriculture in poor
countries, a UN food agency
said Sunday ahead of a sum-
mit to discuss the so-far elu-
sive goal of reducing the num-
ber of hungry people in the
world.

The UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation, which is
hosting the three-day summit
starting Monday, said it had
reached a deal with the Islam-
ic Development Bank for $1
billion in funding to help
develop agriculture in poor
countries that belong to both
organizations.

"This agreement comes at a
critical moment, when the
international community
recognises it has neglected
agriculture for many years,"
the Rome-based agency said.
"Today, sustained investment
in agriculture — especially
small-holder agriculture — is
acknowledged as the key to
food security."

Organisers of the gather-
ing, to be attended by some
60 heads of state, agriculture
ministers and other officials,
hope to wean national poli-
cies away from long-standing
emphasis on food aid and
instead generate support for a
new approach: help farmers,
livestock herders and fisher-
men to produce enough food

for their own people.
UN officials point to vil-

lages in Kenya, Pakistan and
Haiti to show this is possible.

In one Kenyan village, for
example, an irrigation project
is credited with not only
reducing hunger there, but
also allowing farmers to pro-
duce enough rice to sell sur-
plus to the UN World Food
Agency to help feed African's
hungry.

But past U.N. food summits
have so far failed to meet
their stated goals, including
to halve the number of the
world's hungry by 2015.

UN officials recently put
the number of hungry at 1.02
billion, or roughly one out of
every six people on the plan-
et.

The last summit in June
2008 concentrated on how cli-
mate change and soaring food
prices were undermining food
security.

A draft declaration for this
week's summit would commit
world leaders to the new strat-
egy to increase agricultural
development aid. But it does
not include a 2025 deadline
for eradicating hunger — a
goal sought by the United
Nations.

Also missing are specific
funding pledges, such as the
$44 billion in yearly agricul-
tural aid that the Food and
Agriculture Organisation says
will be needed in coming
decades.

Some critics were calling
for other approaches. The
international agency Oxfam
said Sunday that "money
alone will not solve the prob-
lem," and suggested instead
that the UN could drastically
reduce the 24,000 hunger-
related deaths tallied daily
around the globe if it was
allowed by countries to coor-
dinate their various initiatives.

Without such coordination,
"all the different initiatives do
not add up to a single effec-
tive, coherent and account-
able whole," Oxfam report

author Chris Leather said in a
statement.

The London-based think
tank International Policy Net-
work complained that the
"real causes of hunger and
food insecurity are not even
on the agenda" for the sum-
mit, and cited restrictions on
trade between and within
countries as a factor under-
mining agricultural invest-
ments.

Trade subsidies as well as
wealthy nations' purchasing
quotas to boost their own
farmers are also often cited

as factors frustrating efforts
to fight hunger.

The think tank noted that,
despite past summit commit-
ments to slash the number of
hungry, "there are more hun-
gry people now than in 2002
when they held their first
summit."

Pope Benedict XVI will
lend his moral authority to
hunger-fighting efforts with
an address Monday morning.

After dusk on Sunday,
Rome lit up the Colosseum
in a sign of solidarity with the
hunger-fighting efforts.

KINGSTON, Jamaica
(AP) — Jamaican police
say street gang members
tossed gasoline bombs in
a slum outside the island's
capital, setting one house
ablaze and killing a 90-
year-old woman.

A police statement said
the remains of Inez Brown
were recovered from her
charred home early Sun-
day after it was set on fire
by a group of gangsters.

Attackers
The same attackers also

randomly shots into a few
homes in Portmore, on the
outskirts of the capital,
Kingston.

Police say no arrests
have been made.

Kingston has one of the
highest homicide rates in
the Western Hemisphere,
and gang violence is a reg-
ular occurrence in its sur-
rounding slums.

UN and Islamic bank 
make $1bn farming deal

A WOMAN plants rice in a paddy in Ahero, Kenya. Farmers in Ahero got a good harvest last season, after
the government revived a rice programme that collapsed more than a decade ago...

(AP Photo)
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