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BUDGET SPEECH: Prime MInister Hubert Ingraham speaks in the House of Assembly yesterday. 

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

JOB creation is the main
thrust of Government's
2011/2012 fiscal policy, said
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham as he unveiled plans for a
$25 million National Job
Readiness and Training Pro-
gramme and subsidised work-
placement in the private sec-
tor.

The new budget also brings
good news for the public sec-
tor as Government has lifted
last year's freeze on incre-
ments and promotions within
the civil service. The Ingra-
ham administration will also

A budget to
create jobs By TANEKA THOMPSON 

Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

BAMBOO Town MP
Branville McCartney has
hired a team of private inves-
tigators to find four people
who allegedly threatened to
kill him. 

The Independent MP has
also called on the police to be
more aggressive in their inves-
tigations and questioned why
the RBPF was not able to
track down other alleged
threat-makers after question-
ing and charging two men in

BRAN HIRES 
PRIVATE TEAM
OVER ALLEGED 
DEATH THREATS

SEE page 14

By NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporter
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net

THE government reduced the tariff on chicken
imports by 10 percentage points, in a move that
should provide immediate relief to chicken whole-
salers. 

Local chicken manufacturers, however, say the
move shows the government is not serious about
local farming. 

“I just don't know what to say. I think they
are sending a clear message that they do not want

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

FOR the second time this
month, teenagers have
escaped from a government-
managed youth rehabilitation
centre.

According to police, the
search continues for two girls
aged 13 and 14 who escaped
from the Williemae Pratt
Centre for Girls in Fox Hill
on Tuesday night.

Two boys, who police have
yet to identify, fled from the
Simpson Penn Centre for
Boys just two weeks ago.

Minister of State for Social
Development Loretta Butler-
Turner said she could possibly
understand something like
this happening if the centre
was short staffed, however she
assured the public that the

SEE page 13

TEENS ESCAPE FROM
YOUTH REHAB CENTRE

SEE page 14

BRANVILLE MCCARTNEY

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

THE new Budget is a "political plea" for vot-
ers' support but has no long-term solutions to
crime, poverty or widespread unemployment, the
opposition party said. 

Progressive Liberal Party leader Perry Christie
criticised the Government for tightening fiscal
policies last year and raising taxes – only to relax
them with a general election on the horizon. 

SEE page 13 SEE page 13

GOVT REDUCES TARIFF
ON CHICKEN IMPORTS

PLP BRANDS BUDGET A
POLITICAL PLEA FOR VOTES

MORE ON BUDGET 
ON PAGES 2 AND 3

                 



By MEGAN REYNOLDS 
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

PLANS to improve
healthcare standards by
encouraging private invest-
ment were outlined by
Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham in yesterday’s
Budget Communication.

The new Medical Care
Improvement Act (MCIA)
aims to encourage the devel-
opment and improvement
of medical care by remov-
ing the 45 per cent import
duty on medical equipment
for investors wishing to build
and develop healthcare facil-
ities for the public good.

Just weeks after Health
Minister Hubert Minnis con-
firmed a new hospital could
not be built due to limited
government funds, Mr
Ingraham presented his
solution to the need for bet-
ter healthcare – an avenue
for public-private partner-
ship.

The MCIA will allow gov-
ernment to enter into agree-
ments with entrepreneurs
who wish to invest in new
or existing medical care

facilities, and bring in mate-
rials duty-free, providing the
medical equipment and
facilities they build are
accessible to the public.

As with the Hotels
Encouragement Act, all
developments must be
regarded by the Minister of
Finance as being in the best
interest of the country, and
therefore public access to
equipment and facilities will
be required.

And as a complementary
measure, the Public Hospi-
tals Authority and facilities
in the Family Islands will
also receive a tax exemption
for five years, so public
healthcare facilities can also
be improved.

BUDGET 2011/12
LOCAL NEWS
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ALL TOGETHER NOW: The Prime Minister and Government Ministers keep in step on Budget Day.

By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

DURING the first reading of the 2011/12 National Budget
yesterday, Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham announced his
government’s plans to implement a new Tax Administration
Division, which will begin operations under the Ministry of
Finance on July 1.

This new tax agency will not only collect specific taxes, such
as business licence, real property, stamp, hotel occupancy, and
casino taxes, but it will also work to ensure compliance with tax
legislation by providing efficient and effective services and
conducting “appropriate enforcement activity.”

Speaking in the House of Assembly yesterday, Prime Min-
ister Ingraham said that this new agency will not only ensure
that due taxes are collected in a timely manner, but also that the
cost of the collecting the funds is minimised.

He added that this new agency will recruit and train high
quality staff to provide high quality service to the public and
provide the government with accurate statistical data.

“The creation of TAD within the Ministry of Finance is
phase one of a more ambitious programme of revenue admin-
istration reform.

In the medium to longer term, it would be desirable to estab-
lish a more autonomous tax administration organisation effi-
ciently structured along functional lines and based on interna-
tional best practice,” Mr Ingraham said.

Pointing out that reforming and modernising tax adminis-
tration will be crucial in terms of positioning the country to deal
effectively with any future changes to the tax regime, Mr Ingra-
ham said it is no secret that the government’s present revenue
structure, with its very narrow tax base, is both inefficient and,
in many respects, “inequitable”.

“It is also deficient in terms of providing a more stable and
buoyant stream of government revenues. Discussions of tax
reform will need to figure more prominently in the public dis-
course in the period ahead,” he said.

Prime Minister Ingraham said there is also the need to imple-
ment a comprehensive risk assessment framework for the
supervision of banks and trust companies as well as the con-
tinued development of the stress testing model for banks.

PM unveils
plans for Tax 

Administration
Division

$1.5m set aside to help young enterprising Bahamians

Move to boost healthcare standards

SEE page 14

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE GOVERNMENT
has set aside $1.5 million to
provide business grants for
enterprising Bahamians over
the age of 30.

Job creation is a major
thrust of the 2011/2012 bud-
get, according to Prime Min-
ister Hubert Ingraham, who
yesterday announced two new
programmes: a public service
recruitment campaign, and
the drafting of a development
act for small and medium size
enterprises (SMEs). He also
announced the establishment
of an new agency to adminis-
trate the developments.

Mr Ingraham also advised
that there will be a one-year

extension on the business
licence tax holiday for small
businesses with turnover of
up to $250,000, and that the
exemption would be extended
to businesses with a turnover
up to $500,000.

The Jump Start programme
was initiated due to the over-
whelming response to the
government’s Self-Starter pro-
gramme which is designated
for persons under the age of
30. 

Jump Start will share the
same premise and basic pro-
cedures of Self-Starter and
provide applicants with grant
funds of up to $7,500 to start
their own business.

Start-ups offering tourism
attractions or amenities will
be encouraged, Mr Ingraham
said, as there is a need to

increase in domestic spend-
ing in the cruise sector.

“The programme will give
scores of Bahamians an
opportunity to become self-
employed,” he said, “as well
as, in the process of starting
their own businesses, become
employers of others.”

The public service recruit-
ment drive will engage 200
graduates of secondary and
tertiary education, providing
exposure, training and work
experience for one year
before placement within the
sector.

The competitive process
will solicit 100 college and uni-
versity graduates, and 100
high school graduates, 50 with
BGCSEs and 50 with only
BJCs.

The government wants to

cultivate persons who can
“over time” qualify for the
most senior government posi-
tions.

Further employment of
Bahamians will be sought in
the new Work Placement and
Employment Exposure pro-
gramme.

The government plans to
encourage private sector hir-
ing through monetary incen-
tives, affording referred indi-
viduals the opportunity to
garner on-the-job training and
skills.

Employers that take on
persons referred by the Min-
istry of Labour and Social
Development will receive a
wage subsidy of up to $210

SEE page 14

          



By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE GOVERNMENT
confirmed its continuing
commitment to the mod-
ernisation of the public ser-
vice through the e-Govern-
ment scheme yesterday. 

During the 2011/2012
Budget communication,
Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham announced the
implementation of an Infor-
mation Technology Cadet
Programme which will train
10 students.

Initial components of the
e-Government scheme are
set to launch in less than two
months. 

These include: a new
Department of Information
Technology; a revamped
government website; and
seven online government
services.

In July, customer service,
payment inquiries, and dri-
vers licence renewals will
become online services.
Bahamians will also be able
to pay annual business
licence fees, real property
taxes and fix penalty notices
via the internet.

“We are aiming to both
transform the public service
by improving efficiency and
productivity and improve
our ranking in respect to
ease of doing business,” Mr
Ingraham said, “thereby
promoting entrepreneurship
and making our country
more attractive to foreign
investors.”

Envisioning a public ser-
vice that could be engaged
at any time, from anywhere,
the government unveiled its
plans to revitalise the sector
last November.

The initiative was
launched under the guid-
ance of IDA International
– a subsidiary of IDA Sin-
gapore, the government
agency dedicated to guiding
Singapore's vision for eco-
nomic growth through the
information and communi-
cations industry.

Singapore began with an
estimated $966 million GDP
at independence in 1965,
and after successive ICT
plans, boasted an estimated
$235.7 billion GDP in 2010.

The government says the
successful implementation
of e-Government is expect-
ed to engender an efficient
and responsive government,

with increased transparen-
cy through equal opportu-
nity to government services
and contracts.

An integrated public ser-
vice sector, armed with func-
tional information technol-
ogy tools, promises an edu-
cation sector where online
classes and video confer-
ences are the norm, health
services that can be accessed
and managed remotely, an
e-Commerce marketplace
for local businesses, a trans-
parent financial services sec-
tor and an improved justice
system.

Challenges
After six-month-long

study, IDA International
produced a list of challenges
stemming from the state of
online services, including the
limited automation and to
lack transactional services.
Core inefficiencies were also
found in the government's
vision and strategy, organi-
sation and capacity for infor-
mation technology.

With recommendations in
hand, the government
assigned chief information
officers to all ministries and
departments with the charge
to lead ICT projects and
reengineering efforts. 

The officers are empow-
ered to act as watchdogs,
ensuring compliance with
new policies, and their expe-
riences will be used to affect
further planning, the gov-
ernment said.

In yesterday’s presenta-
tion, Mr Ingraham
announced that the DIT
would head the e-Govern-

ment agenda, controlling its
budget; managing the infra-
structure and assets, ensur-
ing its continuity, including
in terms of disaster recov-
ery. 

The department will also
be responsible for providing

ICT support and solutions
to improve the delivery of
all government services; and
training and capacity devel-
opment for public servants.

Mr Ingraham said: “No
government will be left
behind as we harness the
value of our information
technology dollars, and
focus our efforts in making
government the catalyst for
ICT development in the
Bahamas.”

“We will move in one
direction,” Mr Ingraham
added, “as one unified force,
to improve the public ser-
vice and bring efficiency and
transparency to government
processes.”

Additional online services
expected to come on stream
in the 2011/2012 fiscal year
include: application for new
and renewal work permits,
payment of customs duties,
police records, passport
applications and post office
box rentals.
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A 38-year-old man was
acquitted of the rape of a 17-
year-old girl yesterday. 

After two hours of delib-
erations, a jury of seven
women and two men unani-
mously found Modesta
Colebrooke not guilty of the
rape of the teenage girl. 

Prosecutors alleged that in
September 2008, Cole-
brooke took the girl, whom
he knew, to Blue Hill
Heights and had sex with
her against her will in his
car. 

Colebrooke, who repre-
sented himself at his rape
trial before Justice Vera
Watkins, admitted to having
sex with the girl but claimed
that it had been consensual. 

Colebrooke thanked the
jury after the not guilty ver-
dict was announced.

Despite his acquittal, he
will remain on remand at
Her Majesty’s Prison as he
has another case pending in
the Magistrates Court.

Colebrooke shouted:
“Thank God,” as he was
escorted back to the Central
Police Station after the ver-
dict was handed down.

Sandra Dee Gardiner
prosecuted the case.

MAN, 38, ACQUITTED OF
RAPE OF GIRL AGED 17

court
BRIEF

Ingraham underlines commitment to public service modernisation

PRIME MINISTER HUBERT INGRAHAM

            



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I had reason to travel
through the wonderful new
Lynden Pindling Interna-
tional Airport. It blew my
mind how beautiful it was,
how well laid out it was, the
many shopping and food
options that now exist and
the incredible artworks on
display lovingly created by
Bahamian artists. That air-
port makes me proud to be
a Bahamian since it incor-
porates so many features
that make it uniquely
Bahamian and the govern-
ment, too, has every reason
to be commended for a job
well done! 

However, there is one big
problem…and that is the US
Customs and Immigration
process to which we are all
subjected. In my humble
opinion, the process has sim-
ply gotten much, much
worse….especially if you are
a Bahamian. The wait times,
to go through the process,
are more often than not,
horrendous and, at peak
times, one can be standing in
line for well over an hour
which is simply unreason-
able and, in my mind, total-
ly unnecessary. 

The individual that is in
charge of the US border
protection agents needs to
sit down with his people and
figure out why this process is
taking so long. Maybe they
have too few agents work-
ing the line at peak times! I
must say that I see no sense
of urgency by the agents and
each person is now taking
five to six minutes to be
processed whereas before
the process was two to three
minutes. The Bahamian tax-
payer did not spend all this
money on a new airport to
make the process longer and
more frustrating. 

And what really, really
makes Bahamians irate is
the apparent unwillingness
of the US border protection
agents to deal with Bahami-
ans at all. For, when you
arrive at the entrance to the
new US Customs area, you
are now separated into two
lines: one for US citizens
and one for non-US citizens

(i.e. Bahamians). Well, if
there are eight agents work-
ing, six to seven will be deal-
ing with US citizens and one
to two will be dealing with
Bahamians. A US citizen
will take mere minutes to go
through the process while
Bahamians are left to stand
for up to an hour (in some
cases) waiting to be
processed. 

The last time I had reason
to use the US preclearance
facilities…..I counted! There
were five agents on the US
side (and there was
absolutely no one in the US
citizens line) while there was
only one agent on the
Bahamian side and the line
had over 30 persons waiting.
We had to wait so long and
the line was moving so slow-
ly that many people ended
up sitting on the floor. Can
you imagine…..we just paid
hundreds of millions for a
brand new airport and we
still end up sitting on the
floor! Shocking! 

Naturally, all Bahamians
standing in the line were
furious yet, no one was pre-
pared to complain loudly for
fear of being targeted for
revenge by a mean and
spiteful border protection
agent. And, when I
expressed my displeasure to
the border protection agent
who finally processed me,
he stated categorically that
his superiors had instructed
them to make sure they
dealt with US citizens first
before they dealt with
Bahamians! 

This situation is totally
unacceptable and Deputy
Prime Minister Brent
Symonette, in his capacity
as Minister of Foreign
Affairs, needs to step in,
summon the head of the US
Customs and Immigration
Department at LPIA (or US
Ambassador Nicole Avant)
to his office and tell him/her
to Get It Right when it
comes to dealing with
Bahamians. 

After all, the last time I
checked, Lynden Pindling
International Airport was
built by Bahamian taxpay-
ers at a cost of approxi-
mately $200 million thus far
and Bahamians are being
treated like second class cit-
izens in the very building
they paid to build. Why
should there be a special line
for US citizens? I can under-
stand there being a special
line for US citizens once
they step foot in an airport
built by US taxpayers but,
once again, LPIA was built
by Bahamian taxpayers and
we resent being segregated
into a line where we are
seemingly receiving inferior
service. My advice to my fel-
low Bahamians, especially
those who find it difficult to
stand in a long line for any
extended length of time (i.e.
the elderly and those trav-
elling with young children),
is…once you arrive at the
US Customs hall, ignore the
signage that segregates you
into the superior service line
(i.e. US citizens) versus the
inferior service line (i.e.
Bahamian citizens), deter-
mine whichever line is short-
er and use that! 

I had reason to use the US
preclearance facilities in
Montreal, Canada over
Easter and, as you can imag-
ine, the Canadians would
never tolerate such a sce-
nario that exists at LPIA.
Every person, irrespective
of citizenship, stood in the
same line and was processed
on a first come, first served
basis. That is what needs to
happen at LPIA…and hap-
pen now! The days of segre-
gation and discrimination
against Bahamians by for-
eigners operating in The
Bahamas ended in 1973 and
it should not be allowed to
resurrect itself in 2011 in our
beautiful new airport! 

DIONISIO J
D’AGUILAR
Immediate
Past President 
Bahamas 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
Nassau,
May 14, 2011.
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ISLAMABAD — A raid by militants on a
Pakistani naval base this week has raised fresh
anxiety about Pakistan's ability to protect its
nuclear sites. Although Western governments
and analysts agree there is little chance mili-
tants could succeed in stealing nuclear mate-
rial in an assault like the one in Karachi,
attacks by al-Qaida or the Taliban against a
nuclear facility remain a possibility.

A serious breach of the security perimeter
could lead to calls for a unilateral American
move to secure the Muslim world's only
nuclear weapons, something that likely would
trigger massive protests inside Pakistan and
more hostility between Washington and Islam-
abad — an outcome that would be welcomed
by the militants.

While that is unlikely, a scenario that
includes more militant attacks on Pakistani
security force installations in the coming
weeks, possibly nuclear ones, is not. That
alone could deepen the worry in the United
States that the Pakistani army is infiltrated
by militants and is unable to protect the
weapons.

"These attacks alone do not damage the
military, but they shape American fears," said
Kamran Bokhari, a Pakistan expert from
Stratfor, a global intelligence firm. "More
attacks create the perception that the Pak-
istan state is crumbling and weakening, and
that encourages more American unilateral
operations, and that serves the jihadists' inter-
est."

In comments to a reporter after claiming
responsibility for a bombing on Wednesday
that killed five police officers, Taliban
spokesman Ahsanullah Ahsan said future
attacks would also target Pakistan's president,
prime minister and army chief but said nuclear
installations would not be targeted because
"Pakistan is the only Muslim nuclear power
state."

His remarks seemed to be an attempt to
appeal to Islamist, rightwing and nationalist
public opinion, much of which is prone to
conspiracy theories that America wants to
steal the country's nuclear assets.

In the past, the Taliban have vowed to
fight alongside Pakistani troops against India,
a similar attempt to win public support even as
it routinely kills innocent Pakistanis in sui-
cide bombings.  The army believes they are
the country's main safeguard against Indian
aggression, and ensures they are protected to
a standard comparable to other countries’
weapons, according to analysts and research
papers.  They are held in bases with much
tighter security than the Mehran Naval Station
attacked on Sunday in Karachi, in bunkers
protected by specially trained security forces.

The army physically separates warhead
cores from their detonation components, while
the warheads themselves are electronically
locked to ensure that they cannot be deto-
nated even if they fall into terrorists' hands.

The Mehran facility is on the grounds of a

large air base that has housing complexes and
a hospital and borders large residential and
commercial areas. Nuclear facilities are iso-
lated and access to them is much more strict-
ly controlled.

While the fear that the weapons may be
snatched in a militant raid is considered over-
stated, a more pressing concern is that the
inherently unstable Pakistani government
could be ousted by Islamist extremists — and
the new dynamics that would bring, including
state-sanctioned nuclear proliferation to oth-
er countries or militant groups.

The fact that Osama bin Laden was killed
by American commandos on May 2 in an
army town a short walk from a top military
academy has added to concerns that elements
within the security forces, the most powerful
institution in Pakistan, are sympathetic to al-
Qaida.

"Some observers fear radical takeover of a
government that possesses a nuclear bomb, or
proliferation by radical sympathizers within
Pakistanis nuclear complex in case of a break-
down of controls," said a 2011 U.S. Congres-
sional report on the country's nuclear
weapons. "While U.S. and Pakistani officials
continue to express confidence in controls
over Pakistan's nuclear weapons, continued
instability in the country could impact these
safeguards."

During a news conference Tuesday in Kab-
ul, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen acknowledged the ongoing con-
cerns about the safety of Pakistan's nuclear
weapons, but said he "felt confident that Pak-
istan's nuclear arsenal is safe and well-pro-
tected."

"But of course," he added, "it is a matter of
concern and we follow the situation closely."

The 18-hour assault on the base was one of
the most successful militant strikes in over
four years of insurgent violence, foreshadow-
ing what many here fear is going to be a long
and bloody summer as militants seek to exploit
tensions between Pakistan and the United
States exposed by the unilateral U.S. raid
against the al-Qaida leader. The Pakistani
military, already humiliated by not knowing
about the existence of bin Laden in Abbot-
tabad and being unable to detect the U.S.
choppers flying into the country, was again
shown during the Karachi attack to be pow-
erless, this time against a domestic threat that
for first time destroyed two of its planes.

Few expect any answers on how the attack-
ers got into the complex in Pakistan's largest
city, much less the trial of anyone arrested in
connection with it. A 2009 attack on army
headquarters close to the capital Islamabad
was led by a former army nurse who was
arrested at the scene. The man, whose name
has not been released, has been held without
trial since then, and the results of any investi-
gation into that attack have never been public.

(This article was written by Chris Brum-
mitt of the Associated Press).

New airport
segregation,

discrimination
by US agents 

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Pakistan raid raises nuclear fears

“ YOU ARE HEADED IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION WHEN YOU 

WALK WITH GOD.”

        



BY DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Senior Assis-
tant Quinn McCartney led a
police walkabout in Garden
Villas yesterday following the
recent spate of shootings in the
area. 

Mr McCartney, accompanied
by the officer in charge of crime
and officers from the neigh-
bourhood policing unit, spent
an hour talking with residents
of the community, which is a
known hot spot for illegal activ-
ity.

“Over the past few weeks we
have been having some serious
matters reported from the Gar-
den Villas area and we wanted
to come in the area to make an
assessment of the community
and talk to residents who reside
there,” Mr McCartney said.

There have been two recent
shootings in the area – one man
was killed and another was seri-
ously injured.

The body of Kiano Javier
Martinborough, 31, of Freeport
was discovered on May 8 after
he had been shot in the head.
His death was the third homi-
cide for the year on Grand
Bahama.  Two weeks later, the
second man was shot.

No one has been arrested in
connection with either case and
police are appealing to anyone
with information that might
assist with their investigation
to call 911, 350-3107/8 or the
Central Detective Unit at 352-
9774/5.

Mr McCartney told Garden
Villas resident police believe
that the majority of persons
hanging out in the area and
committing the crimes do not
live in the community.  

“We want to reassure resi-
dents we are there to support
them and we want to encourage
them to assist us with our inves-
tigations and cases,” he said.

“A lot of times we have mat-
ters from this area and when
the matters get to court wit-
nesses are reluctant to come
forward and give evidence.

“We need their co-operation
in order to be successful in rid-
ding the community of the
undesirables,” he said.

Mr McCartney indicated that
that they are looking to
increase police visibility in the
Garden Villas area.

He said increased mobile

patrols would deter criminal
elements and reduce crime.

The police chief said that
during the walkabout, he
noticed that many of the young
men in the area are unem-
ployed. Mr McCartney said
another concern for the police
is the running of illegal busi-
nesses in the community.

“There are a lot of people
who sell goods without a busi-
ness licence and proper autho-
risation, and as long as those
types of businesses continue,
persons will continue to hang
out there,” he said. 

“We know activities that
happen there are in breach of
the law and we want to encour-
age them to seek legitimate

means of making money. We
know the economy is going
through challenges, but it is no
excuse for criminality. We want
to encourage them to apply to
the relevant authorities for
licenses.”

“The environment there is
also not the best and we will
have to partner with Urban
Renewal, landlords, and other
corporate partners such as the
GB Port Authority to create a
more conducive environment
for residents there.

“It will not be a quick fix
solution but we will need to sit
down and devise a strategy to
develop a long term plan to try
and help that area, but residents
have to be willing to partner
with us to ensure we really
make a long-lasting impact,”
said Mr McCartney.
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By LAMECH JOHNSON

WITH the current voter reg-
istry only seven weeks away
from closing, Parliamentary
Commissioner Earl Bethel is
encouraging the public to come
out and register.

Mr Bethel told The Tribune
more than 65,000 voters have
registered so far, which he says
“is good” and an improvement
over the previous registration
period prior to the 2007 gener-
al elections. “The last two
months have been very good
since the announcement of clos-
ing the current voters registry
(on July 14)," he said.

For political parties looking
to garner the support of young
voters, Mr Bethel had some
good news – they are register-
ing in healthy numbers this
election season.

“Well young people are reg-
istering. The number of them
who are registered, that
younger age between 18-25,
they are about 14 per cent of
the list," he said.

Mr Bethel said that so far,
the age category 35-50 is the
best represented on the registry
list. While the department’s tar-
get for total registered voters
is around 160,000, Mr Bethel
says it is difficult to determine
the exact number of eligible
voters as the information gath-
ered during the 2010 census is
not available yet.

He added: "We would know
the people who are 18 and over
and would have

that information based on
the census report, but that's not
released as yet. But even so,
there are some people who tra-
ditionally do not register for
various reasons like religion
and others. So it is difficult to
say.”

Mr Bethel believes the
department can reach its target
total based on the pace persons

have been coming into regis-
ter, even though Bahamians
often do things at the last
minute.

In 2007, there were 150,000
registered voters.

The commissioner noted that
the Parliamentary Registration
Office on Farrington Road is
open from 9.30am to 4pm and
again from 5pm to 8pm.

Mr Bethel advised potential
voters to visit the office or call
325-2888/9 or 397-2000 if they
have any questions about the
registration process.

“It is not our duty to frus-
trate the public. We want to
ensure that all persons who are
qualified are registered," he
said.

Voter registration centres
are open in New Providence
between 10am and 4pm at the
following locations:

• the Parliamentary Regis-
tration Department, Farring-
ton Road, Town Centre Mall

and Marathon Mall
• the General Post Office,

East Hill Street
• the Sub-Post Office,

Carmichael Road
• the Sub-Post Office, Eliza-

beth Estates
• the National Insurance

Board, Baillou Hill Road, Com-
monwealth Bank, Mackey
Street and Golden Gates
branches.

In Grand Bahama, centres
are open from 9.30am to
4.30pm at the following loca-
tions:

• the Parliamentary Regis-
tration Department, Freeport

• the Administrator's Office,
Eight Mile Rock

• the Administrator's Office,
High Rock (Tuesdays and
Thursdays).

In the Family Islands, regis-
tration takes place at the
Administrator's Office between
9.30am and 4.30pm.

Young people comprise
14 per cent of current

Voter’s Registry list
Parliamentary Commissioner
encouraging citizens to register

COME OUT TO REGISTER: Parliamentary Commissioner Earl Bethel. 

Police walkabout follows
recent spate of shootings

Quinn McCartney

          



RICO Thompson spent
Saturday break dancing and
back flipping on a moving
flatbed truck, risking life and
limb to raise enough money
to take part in the global edu-
cation programme, Up With
People.

Astonished onlookers,
tourists and locals alike, heard
the music and came to watch
the young Bahamian enter-
tainer and hip hop teacher

perform head spins and hand
stands as the vehicle drove
from Queen’s Highway to
Port Lucaya in Grand
Bahama.

Stunts which are difficult
enough on the ground
became even more terrifying
as he entertained people in
his own inimitable style.

Rico was recently awarded
the highest level of scholar-
ship granted by the Up With

People programme. Howev-
er, in order to complete his
year, he needed to raise a fur-
ther $8,250.

Since learning of his accep-
tance, he has contacted every-
one he can think of in the
community to ask for spon-
sorship and achieved much
success.

“I wanted to do something
more, using my skills to put
a smile on people’s faces
whilst asking them to spon-
sor me, and that’s why I
decided to do something ener-
getic, unusual and fun. There
were a lot of ways to fall off
the truck,” he said.

“I love making people hap-
py and seeing the people’s
reactions was amazing. At
first they didn’t know what
was happening, but as cars
passed by and saw me danc-
ing they smiled and threw
money into the collection
buckets. Shoppers made
donations and started danc-
ing with me which was great.

“The atmosphere was crazy
fun and I gratefully received
just over $800. I now have the
last $2,050 to find and anyone
who would like to sponsor me
can call 374-2879 to find out

how.”
Mr Thompson said he

remained extremely grateful
throughout his fundraising
quest.

“People’s generosity and
belief in me has been won-
derful. I have so many peo-
ple to thank for helping me
with the truck dance, namely:
Tropical Shipping, Freeport
Ship Services, Meacal Elec-
tronics and Freeport Adver-
tising, Peter Williams, the
Royal Bahamas Police Force
who helped keep the event
safe and ensured the public
were not inconvenienced and
last but not least, my incredi-
ble friends who helped col-
lect the money and worked
alongside me to make the
event special. 

“I am really lucky to have
so many people in my life
who genuinely want to see me
succeed and I owe it to them
to make the most of my year
with Up With People.

“I want to gain as much as
possible from it so that I can
return to the Bahamas with

more experience and skills, to
be able to lead a productive
and creative life here, help-
ing my fellow Bahamians
wherever and whenever I can.

“Whilst I want to travel the
world, performing and being
the best ambassador for the
Bahamas that I can be, I also
anticipate my return where I
will be a year older and hope-
fully wiser and better able to
serve the community and my
people. I have an open agen-
da to collect as many good
ideas so that I can come back
here with something substan-
tial to offer back to the coun-
try.”

Up with People (UWP) is
an international education
organisation best known for
its musical performances by
international casts consisting
of 70–100 students from dif-
ferent countries. The main
components are international
travel, intercultural living
(group diversity and host fam-
ily stays), performing arts,
community service and lead-
ership development.
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Dangerous
dancing to

raise money

HAND STANDS:
Rico Thompson
hands stands on
the moving vehi-
cle with police
leading the way.

ASTONISHED AND HAPPY: Onlookers sponsor Rico in the Downtown area.

      



    

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE new habit of speeding
among Long Island motorists
is expected to create consider-
able safety challenges at the
upcoming regatta celebrations.

During the event, when the
population is expected to be
swollen by thousands of visi-
tors from the capital, reckless
drivers could be an even greater
liability than the island’s limited
emergency care resources,
according to Administrator Jor-
dan Ritchie.

“The unfortunate thing is
there are so many speeders on
the road nowadays,” said Mr
Ritchie. “They are not driving
with care and caution, but dri-
ving as if there is no tomorrow.

“It’s really a miracle that
there are not more accidents.
There is no concern for other
road users.”

Last week, 44-year-old
Aaron Gibson became the
island’s first traffic fatality for
the year. Mr Gibson’s fatal
injuries came as a result of a
head on collision between his
motorcycle and another car ear-
ly Thursday morning.

The building contractor was
well known on the island,
according to relatives, as a gen-
erous and family-orientated
father of two. 

As police continue their
investigation into the matter,
loved ones hit out at the scarci-
ty of health care resources on
the island which they feel may
have played a part in Mr Gib-
son’s death.

There is only one doctor sta-
tioned at the island at this time,
and it’s only ambulance is out
of service.

Adrian Gibson, the
deceased’s nephew and a Tri-
bune columnist, said: “Bahami-
ans living in the Family Islands
are deserving of the same dig-
nity of those that reside in New
Providence.” 

“Health professionals took
an hour to get to the scene and
he was taken to the clinic on
the back of a truck.”

“There’s only one doctor on
the island, and they had to wait
on the doctor for about an hour
to come from another settle-

ment. “He may not have lived
had things gone differently, but
at least my family and I would
know that they (health profes-
sionals) did all they could. This
is a problem. There is a serious
lack of resources.”

Serious
While acknowledging health

care limitations, Mr Ritchie
maintained that the issue of
speeding motorists has become
even more serious, as local
police are without the resources
to effectively combat the grow-
ing trend. 

“There are no police motor-
cyclists on the island,” said Mr
Ritchie, “and with the vehicles
they have, there is no way they
can catch the speeders.

“They overtake at will, two
to three vehicles. Their aver-
age speed seems to be 65-70
miles.”

Mr Ritchie noted that a lack
of speedometers also hinders
police efforts, and said that the
island looks forward to
resources being allocated in the
new budget.

He said: “We used to have
two speed guns and we had
things under control. Quite a
number of persons appeared in
court and it made an impact.”

“If we bring them before the
courts and charge them for the
crime then it (rampant speed-
ing) will curb.”

To make matters worse, Mr
Ritchie said, he expects an
influx of “unfamiliar” drivers
for next week’s festival to be
held from June 2-4.

He said: “The speeders that
come from Nassau are not
accustomed to some of our
roads, the curbs, so we expect
that there will be more acci-
dents. Hopefully none of them
will be fatal.”
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Speeders expected to present regatta safety challenge

WORK IN PROGRESS: Pictured above is infrastructure works currently underway at the recently landscaped Saun-
ders Beach. 

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

   



THE oceanic
w h i t e t i p
shark (Car-
c h a r h i n u s
longimanus)

was once thought to be one
of the most numerous large
vertebrates on the planet.

Yet ongoing exploitation
of this species for it fins for
use in the Asian delicacy
shark fin soup, has caused
precipitous population
declines in many parts of the
world.

This species has been
especially hard-hit in the
northwest and western cen-
tral Atlantic Ocean, where it
is now difficult to find them
in significant numbers.

Despite the inherent diffi-
culties in finding and study-
ing large, relatively rare
oceanic sharks, an interna-
tional team of researchers
successfully satellite-tagged
a large number of these ani-
mals off Cat Island this
month in order to track their
movements to enable more
effective conservation of this
top ocean predator.

Edd Brooks, Annabelle
Oronti and Sean Williams
of the Shark Research and
Conservation Programme at
the Cape Eleuthera Insti-
tute; Lucy Howey-Jordan
and Dr Lance Jordan of
Microwave Telemetry, Inc;
Stuart Cove and the staff of
Stuart Cove’s Dive
Bahamas; Dr Demian Chap-
man of Stony Brook Uni-
versity and Debra Aber-
crombie of Abercrombie
and Fish, undertook a 10-
day expedition to Cat Island
to conduct the first instal-
ment of a long-term project
to study the movements and
habitat use of oceanic
whitetips. 

“I have been trying to get
down to the Cat Island
aggregation since the Shark
Research and Conservation
Programme was founded
five years ago, and now, with
the incredible support
offered by Microwave
Telemetry and Stuart Cove

and his staff, we have finally
got our chance.

“This species is one of the
most endangered pelagic
sharks in the world, yet vir-
tually nothing is known
about its basic biology and
ecology, something this pro-
ject will hopefully change,”
said Edd Brooks, pro-
gramme manager of the
Shark Research and Con-
servation Programme at
Cape Eleuthera Institute.

“This project has been a
very unique collaborative
initiative between shark div-
ing operators and scientists.
In addition to Stuart Cove’s
generous support, we were
very lucky to be assisted by
Jim Abernethy of Jim Aber-
nethy’s Scuba Adventures,
who helped locate sharks
during a couple of slow days,
and Vinnie and Debra Can-
abal of Epic Diving who

have been keeping an eye
out for our tagged animals.
The future success of the
project will depend in part
on the ongoing support of
our partners in the shark
diving industry,” he said.

Oceanic whitetips grow to
over 10 feet in length, but
take at least 6-7 years to
reach maturity, making
them vulnerable to fishing
pressure.

Over the 10-day expedi-
tion, the research team cap-
tured and tagged the sharks
with pop-up satellite
archival transmitters
(PSATs) to record depth,
temperature and light-level
data which are later trans-
mitted to a satellite.

The researchers then get
emails that relay the shark’s
estimated position, dive his-
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Scientists, divers tag record
number of threatened oceanic
whitetip sharks in Bahamas

SHARKS ARE NOW BEING TRACKED VIA SATELLITE

SEE page nine
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tory and temperature profile over the life of
the transmitter.

Five of the 17 satellite tags deployed were
experimental fin tags that will provide accu-
rate, and near real-time geo-location infor-
mation over the next 18 months.

Safety of the research team and the sharks
themselves was paramount during the study
and all sharks were held in the water during
attachment of both types of satellite tags.

Three of the captured animals have since
been spotted during shark dives in the area
and all appeared to be healthy and happy. 

“The technology to make this study a real-
ity has been around for nearly 15 years and
it’s a shame that it took so long to begin a
thorough study of this dwindling species,”
said Lucy Howey-Jordan, scientific liaison at
Microwave Telemetry, Inc. “It required
incredible efforts from our multidisciplinary
team to make this project happen. Hope-
fully, the data we collect will aid fisheries
managers in their decision making and give
this species a real shot of rebuilding.”

The Bahamas is widely credited as being a
leader in shark conservation after banning
longline fishing in the late 1990s. The oppor-
tunity to study the wide variety of species
that exist here, both in deep and shallow
water, in a relatively undisturbed state has
put the Bahamas on the map for shark

researchers and filmmakers from all around
the world.

“In many places, a large concentration of
adult oceanic whitetips relatively close to
shore like this would have been targeted
for their fins and possibly fished out,” said
Dr Demian chapman, assistant director of
science at the Institute for Ocean Conser-
vation Science based at Stony Brook Uni-
versity. “The abundance of these threat-
ened sharks off Cat Island is a testament to
the conservation ethic and ingenuity of the
people of the Bahamas.” 

Dr Chapman also noted ongoing efforts of
the Bahamas National Trust, Pew Environ-
ment Group and others to strengthen shark
conservation within the Bahamas.

“The government of the Bahamas is in a
unique position to build on the longline ban
by developing specific policies to protect
sharks. This would solidify the reputation of
the Bahamas as a global leader in marine
conservation and would help ensure the sur-
vival of these top predators for future gen-
erations.”

The project has been off to a successful
start, and the first of the deployed satellite
tags have started transmitting data on the
shark’s whereabouts and will continue to
relay crucial habitat-use information over
coming months. In the meantime, the
research team has already started planning
next year’s trip with members of the local
dive community.

Scientists, divers tag whitetip sharks
FROM page eight

     



GRAND Bahama –
When it comes to world-
wide fly-fishing destina-
tions, Fly Fisherman editor
Ross Purnell has his pick of
the litter. From salmon fish-
ing in Alaska to striped bass
fishing on Cape Cod to
trout fishing in South
America, his invitations are
as frequent as a cup of cof-
fee in the morning.

When Mr Purnell jumped
at the opportunity to visit
the East End of Grand
Bahamas’ legendary Deep
Water Cay the island’s
management, staff and
guides were hugely excited.

To a fly fisherman who
loves to catch bonefish,
Deep Water Cay is some-
thing of a Holy Grail.

The legend began in the
1950s when Gil Drake and
AJ McClane set out to
explore the numerous
Bahamian islands.

While searching for a pri-
vate spot with access to
prime bone-fishing flats,
they came upon a small cay
that was surrounded by 250
square miles of some of the
most gorgeous bonefish and
permit flats. These flats
were situated around an

archipelago of moderate-
sized cays that are orient-
ed on a north/south tack.

The ecosystem of cays
and bays created baitfish
and bonefish breeding
grounds. Permit fishing is
good as well.

Mr Purnell had fished
throughout the Bahamas,
and wanted to add his name
to the storied guest book
here. His would be in good
company, for some of the
most famous names in fly-
fishing have been to Deep
Water Cay, including Joe
Brooks, AJ McLane, Curt
Gowdy, Ted Williams, Flip
Pallot and Lefty Kreh.

Mr Purnell’s trip began
with some light clouds and
rain. Conditions were good,
and he had numerous
opportunities at medium-
to-large-sized fish.

As one might expect, he
is not only an excellent fly
caster but also a world-class
fisherman, and he landed
more than a dozen good
fish in the 3-7 pound range
each day.  

Deep Water Cay general
manager Dana Dribben
took Mr Purnell out for a
few extra hours of fishing to see if they could hook a

big fish.
“I was poling Ross

around a flat that was adja-
cent to some mangroves
and saw a small pod of four
or five fish that were very
relaxed and tailing.

“Ross had to make a 75
foot cast into a slight head
wind and to lead the fish by
a few feet.  The fly dropped
perfectly in front of the
bone and when the tail
tipped up the fish sucked in
the fly.  Ross set the hook

but there when the fish
bolted forward it hit a man-
grove root and broke him
off. He’s promised to come
back to Deep Water Cay
for round two. We just sent
him a picture of a guest’s
13+ pound bonefish and
he’s ready to book a trip
t o d a y . ”

Mr Purnell’s wife Anna
joined him on the trip and
they spent a day learning to
scuba dive in the lodge’s
Infinity Pool.

After passing all require-

ments, they were led by
Molly Brady on an open
water dive into some of the
area’s Blue Holes.

“The Purnells were quick
learners,” she said. “It was
their first time scuba diving
and they were able to see
underwater what they had
been staring at from the
deck of the boat.  Visibility
improved as the weather
cleared and they had a phe-
nomenally clear final few
d a y s .

“The new ownership has

built the finest bonefish
lodge in the Bahamas right
where it should be—smack
dab in the middle of some
of the Bahamas’ most his-
torically important bonefish
and permit flats.

“You can literally step
out the back door in the
morning light and catch a
bonefish before you get
your morning cup of cof-
fee,” Ross Purnell, Editor,
Fly Fisherman magazine.
“I’m looking forward to
returning soon.”
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Celebrated fly fisherman and
editor visits Deep Water Cay

FLY FISHERMAN editor Ross Purnell  jumped at the opportunity to visit the East End of Grand Bahamas’ legendary Deep Water Cay.
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E. CLEMENT Bethel National Arts Festival Dance Adjudicator Lawrence Carroll leads Black Point All-Age School students in an exercise and
dance routine during a recent workshop at the school in the Exuma Cays.

E. CLEMENT Bethel National Arts Festival Drama Adjudicator and Bahamian cultural icon James Catalyn shows Black Point All-Age School stu-
dents simple stage blocking during a recent workshop at the Exuma Cays school. Fifth-grader Bervinique Brown and fourth-grader Anthon Mus-
grove helped out. 

A FIFTH grader of Gam-
bier Primary School edged
out other students in the
Caribbean to become the
first place winner in The
Sandals Foundation E a r t h
Day 2011 Essay Competi-
tion. 

Christopher Fernandes’
essay was chosen out of stu-
dents from Sandals adopt-
ed schools in St Lucia,
Antigua, Turks and Caicos,
Jamaica and the Bahamas. 

Earth Day is observed as
a way of inspiring aware-
ness and appreciation for
the Earth’s natural environ-
m e n t .

Heidi Clarke, Director of
Programmes for the foun-
dation said that young
Christopher’s awareness
and articulation of ideas
that support the role and
responsibility of children in
the protection of the envi-
ronment earned him the
award. 

“We recognize you as an
ambassador of true envi-
ronmental awareness and
encourage you to seek ways
to challenge your peers to

do the same,” Ms Clarke
s a i d .

Christopher was awarded
$400 to go towards the pur-
chase of school books and
uniforms for the upcoming
school year.

The fifth grader’s essay
was entitled Let’s Team Up
to Clean up the Bahamas
T o d a y .

“I feel great that I won.
I'm motivated to encourage
people to keep the environ-
ment clean. I’m thankful to
all the teachers that taught
me,” Christopher said.

Priscilla Johnson, Princi-
pal of Gambier Primary
School said that she was
elated to learn that Christo-
pher was so successful.

“He has made our coun-
try very proud! I will con-
tinue to enlighten the chil-
dren and ignite in them a
passion for literacy. We
look forward to taking part
in the competition again
next year. Thank you to the
Sandals Foundation for
their continued support of
our school,” Ms Johnson
s a i d .

GAMBIER PRIMARY
STUDENT WINS 2011
SANDALS EARTH DAY
ESSAY COMPETITION

STUDENT WORKSHOP AT BLACK POINT ALL-AGE SCHOOL



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – The Police
Cadet Corps programme has
been launched on Grand
Bahama and high school stu-
dents interested in law enforce-
ment are being encouraged to
enlist.  

This is the first time the pro-
gramme has been implemented
on the island since it was rein-
stated in New Providence in
1 9 8 8 .

Senior Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police Quinn McCart-
ney announced the official
launch of the recruitment exer-

cise for the Police Cadet Corps
Programme at Police Head-
quarters on Wednesday.  

He noted that the pro-
gramme is doing extremely
well in Nassau.

“I am excited that approval
has been given for the estab-
lishment of the first such group
here in the district,” he said. 

Mr McCartney said the goal
of the programme is to identify
high school students who may
have an interest in law enforce-
ment. 

The first cadet squad, which
will comprise 30 students, is
expected to begin training at
the start of the new school year
in September.

Sergeant Terry Barry and
Corporal Natasha Stuart will
be visiting high schools
throughout the island, starting
this week, to speak with poten-
tial candidates.

Students who will be at least
16 years of age by September,
who will be entering grades 10
and 11, who possess five or
more BJCs of grade C or
above, including mathematics

and English, and a grade point
average of 2.5 or above, and
who may be considering a
career in law enforcement, can
apply to become a police cadet. 

ACP McCartney said stu-
dents who are recruited will
have to spend 18 hours a week
in the programme. 

“They will be paid a small
stipend to assist them with
cleaning their uniforms and we
try to encourage them to save a
portion of it,” he said.  

The Police Cadet Corps pro-
gramme was first introduced
to the Royal Bahamas Police
Force in 1969. It was suspended
in 1971 and reinstated on Sep-
tember 28, 1988 in New Provi-
dence. 

Mr McCartney said the
cadets can look forward to edu-
cational, physical, social and
spiritual development. 

He noted that while the
focus is on encouraging talent-
ed young men and women to
join the Royal Bahamas Police
Force, those who do not join
will still have benefited from
the programme, becoming bet-

ter citizens as a result.
He said the Cadet Corps

programme also allows high
school students to continue
taking part while they are in
college. 

“We encourage them to
pursue higher education and
one of the benefits of the pro-
gramme is that those who wish
to go on to the College of the
Bahamas will be sponsored or
paid for by the programme,”
he said. 

“Those persons, who after
the programme, do not decide
to join (the Police Force),
there is no obligations on
them. Those persons though
who would have gone to COB
are required to sign a bond,
and so if they do not join they
will be required to pay back
what we would have paid in
f e e s .

“We are doing extremely
well in Nassau with the pro-
gramme, and we find that per-
sons who pass through the
Cadet Corps programme usu-
ally make better police offi-
cers,” he said.
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT - Grand Bahama Police are
investigating a home invasion in the Eight Mile
Rock area in which a couple was held at gun-
point and robbed.

According to reports, at around 2.45am yes-
terday, police were called to the scene of an
armed robbery at the Harbour West Subdivi-
sion.  

Investigations revealed that a 26-year-old
man and a 30-year-old woman were at home
when armed men kicked in their front door

and a bedroom door.  
The two men told the couple they were police

officers and began searching the house and
demanding cash. 

One of the culprits was armed with a hand-
gun. The woman told the culprits that the mon-
ey was outside and took them to her car. 

While she managed to escape, the gunman
shot out the window of the vehicle and took two
bags. On hearing the gunshot, a concerned
neighbour came outside to see what was hap-
pening and was fired at by one of the gunmen. 

No one was injured during the ordeal. Police
are continuing their investigations into the
matter.

Police Cadet Corps pro g r a m m e
launched for first time in GB

Couple held at gunpoint
during home invasion

CRIMEBRIEF



Mr Christie also downplayed
the Ingraham administration's
new job creation strategies –
which include a $25 million job
training programme and a sub-
sidised work-placement pro-
gramme in the private sector –
as not far-reaching. 

"This budget does not pro-
vide any plans or vision for the
establishment of careers for the
majority of the youth of the
Bahamas. We heard short-term
proposals for temporary
employment for some, but we
did not hear any vision as to
the opportunities for the major-
ity of our youth to establish and
grow their careers to ultimately
become entrepreneurs and
owners of the economy of the
Bahamas," said Mr Christie,
flanked by PLP members of
Parliament, in the Opposition's
Committee Room. 

"If you want to know this
government's real values, their
real priorities, look to the bud-
gets they produce when elec-
tions are not looming. This gov-
ernment raised your taxes, took
your money and is now asking
you to be grateful they are giv-
ing you some of it back.

"That's what today's budget
communication amounted to,
a political plea for your sup-
port, paid for with your mon-
ey," Mr Christie said.

Independent Bamboo Town
MP Branville McCartney –
leader of the Democratic
National Alliance – also
attacked the government's
upcoming fiscal policies as
political pandering. 

"It's an election budget, it's
very typical. Job training is
always something you would
support, (but) it's something
that you should have had in the
first place."

He also lambasted the Ingra-
ham administration for taxing
many small companies "out of
business" last year.

"I like the fact that small
businesses may be getting a lit-
tle boost (in the next fiscal
year). Quite a number of small
businesses were taxed out of
business in that last budget and
it's still hard for businesses.
More ought to be done for
small businesses and I will
make certain recommendations
as to what the government
ought to do." 

The PLP also noted the

recent downtown robbery at
luxury goods store John Bull
and argued the budget did not
address solutions to crime.

"Here we have a situation
where a robbery has just tak-
en place in broad daylight in
our capital city, 48 murders for
the year, 368 murders since the
FNM came to power and the
Prime Minister has nothing to
say about crime and how to
solve that problem," Mr
Christie said.

When PLP MPs debate the
Budget next week, they will
argue for a low tax policy, crime
fighting initiatives, low Central
Bank interest rates to facilitate
borrowing and greater
resources for the Department
of Social Services. 

The PLP leader also said his
party will call for the creation of
a national youth service; for
police officers to be deployed to
Urban Renewal centres; and
the introduction of the Oppo-
sition's National Health Insur-
ance Plan.

reverse last year's subsidy cuts
to charities, private schools,
mailboat operators, and the
College of the Bahamas. 

The core of the budget, a
three-pronged $25 million
training programme will edu-
cate some 3,000 Bahamians –
1,000 people recruited to each
level – for up to one year. 

The first tier of the plan will
be geared towards high school
graduates and those out of
secondary school for more
than a year. It will focus on
eliminating idleness, poor
work attitudes, illiteracy and a
lack of tradable skills.  

The second tier is geared
towards skill development of
mature persons. The third tier

of the programme will focus
on the acquisition of basic and
advanced technical skills.

Government will also
encourage private sector to
employ jobless Bahamians
through a subsidised work-
placement programme.
Employers who hire someone
referred by the Ministry of
Labour and Social Develop-
ment will receive a wage sub-
sidy of a percentage of that
employee’s wage, up to $210
per week for up to 52 weeks.  

"It is clear that, despite the
ongoing and strengthening
indications that economic
recovery is underway, the
prospects for a  robust and
much-desired rebound in
employment remain muted in
the near term.  

"The government is there-

fore of the view that, in this
environment, a core priority
for this year’s national bud-
get must be action to enhance
the skills and job readiness of
unemployed persons and
encourage, in the short term,
job creation by the private
sector," Mr Ingraham told
Parliament.  

Government will also
recruit 100 college and uni-
versity graduates, as well as
50 high school graduates with
BGCSEs and 50 with only
BJCs to work in the public
service.

Last year, Government
slashed the allowances of
senior public officials by 50
per cent; announced that
increments for public officers
would not, for the most part,
be paid in and it froze public

service promotions, except for
extenuating circumstances. 

Mr Ingraham said in the
upcoming fiscal year, the full
payment of allowances will be
re-instituted, while civil ser-
vants at the maximum of their
pay scales will receive a one-
time lump-sum payment,
equivalent to one increment.  

Two more increments will
be added to every pay scale in
the public service and every
public officer will be entitled
to an increment in pay dur-
ing the next fiscal year, and a

further increment during the
subsequent fiscal year, said
the prime minister. 

The freeze on promotions
has also been lifted, Mr Ingra-
ham said.  Duty rate cuts, and
in some cases elimination, on
certain items including fresh
fruits, lunch meats, energy
efficient items and biodegrad-
able cutlery were also
revealed in Mr Ingraham's
budget presentation. 

Although the Ingraham
administration has somewhat
relaxed the stringent fiscal

policies put in place last year,
the nation's chief pointed out
that an economic rebound is
still years away.  

With actual recurrent rev-
enue performance and
attempts to increase its ratio
relative to gross domestic
product (GDP) "disappoint-
ing", Mr Ingraham expects
government to earn $1.514
billion in the next fiscal year.
Government Debt at the end
of June is estimated at  $3.5
billion or 44.9 per cent of
GDP.
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A budget to create jobs
FROM page one

anything produced in the Bahamas,” said Kandy
Pinder, a shareholder at Abaco Big Bird Chick-
en Farm. 

Last year, the Government removed a stipu-
lation requiring chicken importers to have a per-
mit. In the new budget, the government made
provision for a 25 per cent rate reduction. 

Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham announced
the new chicken tariff during his presentation of
the new budget in the House of Assembly, yes-
terday. 

Other revenue measures intended to provide
relief to consumers include the complete removal
of tariffs for fresh fruits. The rates on turkey,
ham and beef sandwich meat reduced from 40
and 45 per cent to free, and the rate on yogurt
reduced from 35 to 10 per cent. 

Larry Cartwright, Minister of Agriculture, said:
“Any time a change is made, somebody will be
affected. I don’t foresee a problem with the chick-
en. (Partly because they only supply one per cent
of the market). But also because we have been
working with the chicken farmers, especially the
one in Abaco to provide a market for them.
Their market is still there. The tariff structure is
not going to eliminate their market, not in any
way that I can see.

“I think it will probably affect those persons
who may not be able to produce fruits for com-
petitive prices, but it will certainly cut down on
the amount of illegal activity with regards to
these things being smuggled in the country.” 

If the local industry were supplying enough
produce to fulfil the country’s needs, Mr
Cartwright said there would be no need for
imports. He said the country has “mouths to
feed” and it was the consumers who were “shout-
ing at the Ministry of Finance.” 

Geron Sands, operations manager at Sammy’s
Chicken, said: “On the whole it should be good
for the industry. I think it will help to make the
market more competitive now.” 

Every month, the company consumes about
1,000 cases of chicken, most of it is imported.
Mr Sands said the company does use local chick-
en from Abaco and Freeport, but he said the
size of local chicken is notably smaller than
imported chicken.

“The customers are not into small chicken.
When we get small chicken we have to serve
extra pieces and that causes us to lose big,” he
said. 

“From our supplier, we tell them we want our
chicken to be X amount of pounds or ounces
and they bring us exactly what we want. It is
tough for locals to compete,” he said. 

GOVT REDUCES TARIFF
ON CHICKEN IMPORTS
FROM page one

PLP BRANDS BUDGET A POLITICAL PLEA FOR VOTES

Perry Christie

FROM page one
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Magistrate's Court for alleged intimidation. 
"I'm very, very surprised that I've not heard anything in rela-

tion to the other four persons. There are four persons still out
there and having persons in custody and not getting the infor-
mation I'm very curious as to why they were unable to deter-
mine where the other four persons were," Mr McCartney told
The Tribune yesterday. 

"I have some personal investigators on this and I would like
a more aggressive approach in relation to what's going on.
Threats to anyone ought to be taken seriously especially when
crime, and fear of crime, is out of control in the Bahamas," said
the leader of the Democratic National Alliance.

When asked if he suspects that political influence may be the
reason why the other suspects were not found by police, Mr
McCartney would only say he has his “suspicions.” 

In early May, two men were arraigned for allegedly threat-
ening the life of Mr McCartney and one of his employees. 

Mighty Spartacus Moncur, 34, and Livingstone Bullard Jr, 30,
were charged before Chief Magistrate Roger Gomez a little
more than a week after the alleged intimidation, which is said
to have occurred on April 28.

Both men have since been released on bail.  
Mr McCartney plans to hold a constituency meeting in Bam-

boo Town tonight, and also warned potential troublemakers to
stay away. His last area meeting, held to glean his constituents'
concerns on the sale of BTC, was disturbed by hecklers. 

BRAN HIRES PRIVATE TEAM
OVER ALLEGED DEATH THREATS
FROM page one

Williemae Pratt Centre is sufficiently staffed.
She said: “We need to find out why the person or persons

responsible for that area were not at their station.”
Mrs Butler-Turner said she will be announcing next week in

the House of Assembly that the new budget has allocated
funds for the increased security at the centres.

Police are requesting anyone with information of the where-
abouts of the two girls to call police emergency at 911, 919 or
322-3333, or at the Eastern Police Station at 364-8996 or 364-
8959.

FROM page one

TEENS ESCAPE FROM
YOUTH REHAB CENTRE

BUDGET 2011/12

per week Subsidaries will be issued for a
period of time not extending one year.

“We’re trying to expose a wider group-
ing of people to the private sector by
supplementing the pay for a period of
time,” said Loretta Butler-Turner, State
Minister for Labour Social Development.
“We’ve had great successes when we did
it in the pilot form, and it’s continuing
our efforts to encourage people to be
prepared.”

SME support reform was touted as a
vital step towards enhancing the domes-
tic business environment, engendering

efficient procedures for development and
growth.

Encourage
In his presentation yesterday, Mr

Ingraham announced the government’s
intent to facilitate and encourage
entreneurship and the development of
the Family Islands through such reform,
acknowledging the role of SMEs as
“dynamic engines of growth in modern
economies.”

A SME Development Act will set the
groundwork for the provision of financial
and non-financial services. Upon enact-

ment, a development agency will be
established to administer support.

The agency is also expected to co-ordi-
nate projects targeting individual Family
Island development and energy efficien-
cy programmes.

Mr Ingraham said: “Through the new
institutional framework, these reforms
include improved information, design-
ing an agency that will increase SME
access to credit and provide a one-stop
shop, and enhanced market access for
SMEs in the Family Islands.

“As for the latter,” Mr Ingraham
added, “it should have a direct impact
on total revenues for Family Island SMEs
in the tourism value chain.”

$1.5m set aside to help young
enterprising Bahamians

FROM page two

“There is no question that
the prosperity of a nation is
vitally dependent on the
health of its citizens,” Mr
Ingraham said.

“To that end it is equally
important that a country’s
medical care facilities and
equipment are at the highest
standard that is reasonably
attainable. Availability of
health care at high quality is
critical.”

Former head of the Public
Hospitals Authority and
FNM Senator Duane Sands
said the new measures are
likely to have a phenomenal
impact on healthcare and the
perception of healthcare in
the Bahamas.

“There is gross inequity in
capacity between the public
and private sector in light of
essential items,” he said.

“Many devices, such as
CAT scans, are incredibly
expensive and would be
required in the public and pri-
vate sector and they become
impossible to provide if the
asking prices is beyond reach.

“So I think it’s an impor-
tant step forward. It doesn’t
get us all the way.

“But this makes the big
ticket items that much closer
to being affordable.

Elimination
“The elimination of duty

for the PHA will allow the
PHA to catch up at least

more quickly than it could
otherwise catch up.”

Healthcare will still come
at a cost, paid by the govern-
ment, if not the patient, and
Dr Sands said he expects
these details to be hashed out
in due course.

“Clearly the ability to make
life-saving care as affordable
as possible is the goal of any
concerned government,” he
said.

“But at the same time
understand that you will nev-
er eliminate the cost; you sim-
ply share the cost or redis-
tribute the cost.”

However as standards of
healthcare rise to those of pri-
vate hospitals in the United
States, Bahamians should be
encouraged to stay at home
for healthcare, rather than

taking their investment to
South Florida, Dr Sands said.

With the Pan American
Health Organisation (PAHO)
predicting increased pressure
on the healthcare system in
the next 10 to 20 years, the
medical industry is a growing
sector.

Dr Sands said: “The savvy
investor, the entrepreneur,
would recognise some oppor-
tunities in medical tourism
and private-public partner-
ships.

“I think it will have a phe-
nomenal impact on healthcare
and particularly Bahamian
participation in healthcare.”

The MCIA will be dis-
cussed in the upcoming Bud-
get Debate in the House of
Assembly and the Senate.

Move to boost healthcare standards
FROM page two

COLLEEN LONG,
Associated Press
NEW YORK

Former International Monetary Fund leader Dominique Strauss-
Kahn moved Wednesday from a temporary space in a high-rise to
a plush, four-bedroom brick town house in Manhattan where he
will remain under house arrest as he awaits trial on charges he tried
to rape a hotel maid, officials said.

The one-time French presidential contender was seen smiling as
he got into a gray sport utility vehicle under tight security. He was
moved about a mile away to the stately red brick town home in
Tribeca, according a person familiar with his housing arrange-
ments. The person was not authorized to speak publicly and spoke
to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

The building, which has five bathrooms, is located on a cobble-
stone street in one of Manhattan's most posh neighborhoods. It also
is close to the courthouse where he will attend hearings.

Attorney William Taylor told reporters Wednesday that his
client was "doing fine" under house arrest.

"Not much he can do," Taylor said.
Strauss-Kahn is free on $1 million bail under strict house arrest,

after prosecutors feared he might flee given his international sta-
tus and wealth. He spent about a week in jail on Rikers Island after
he was arrested May 14 following accusations that he sexually
assaulted a hotel maid in his room at the Sofitel near Manhattan's
Times Square. His lawyers maintain Strauss-Kahn is not guilty.

Bail plans hit a snag late last week when tenants at the Upper
East Side apartment building initially secured for his house arrest
refused to accept him because of unwanted media attention. He
was briefly housed at a high-rise near Wall Street, where a throng
of media has been camped out at the building, broadcasting as his
wife, former journalist Anne Sinclair, entered and left the building.

Strauss-Kahn, who has no prior criminal record, is monitored by
armed guards and wears an electronic bracelet, and his move-
ments are recorded on camera. He will be allowed out for court,
doctor's visits and religious services. Prosecutors must be noti-
fied at least six hours before he goes anywhere, and he can't be out
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. Under his terms of house arrest, he can
receive up to four visitors at a time besides family.

Security is being managed by Stroz Friedberg, the same company
that handled house arrest for the disgraced financier Bernard
Madoff. Strauss-Kahn's agreement is expected to cost him about
$200,000 a month.

That doesn't include rent on his new digs, which were advertised
for $50,000 a month in an online listing from Town Residential.
Broker Robert Dvorin confirmed the home had recently been
rented but declined to comment on the identity of the tenant. It was
elsewhere listed for sale at $13,995,000.

The town house includes a state-of-the-art theater, gym, spa
and four bathrooms with jetted tubs and steam showers. It was
recently renovated "with only the finest materials and craftsman-
ship," according to the listing. The living room has an oversized sky-
light and fireplace. 

A large terrace includes potted plants, a gas grill and Japanese
paper walls for privacy.

Court officials confirmed that a new location had been agreed
upon Wednesday for the economist, but did not specify any details.
Spokesman David Bookstaver said only that the judge had
approved the plan. The attorneys in the case filed court papers late
in the day, but the judge did not immediately release them.

The Manhattan District Attorney's office did not comment.
Strauss-Kahn was pulled from a jetliner bound for Paris after the

32-year-old West African immigrant reported the encounter to
hotel staff. 

She told police she entered his room around noon and he
emerged from the bathroom naked, and then chased her around his
luxury suite before grabbing her and forcing her to perform oral sex
on him.

Earlier this week, people familiar with the investigation told The
Associated Press that evidence found on the woman's work cloth-
ing matched Strauss-Kahn's DNA.

It was the first forensic evidence to link Strauss-Kahn to the
woman — and it's also on track with what his lawyers have sug-
gested would be his defense.

Strauss-Kahn resigned nearly a week ago from the IMF, a pow-
erful international institution that lends billions of dollars to trou-
bled countries.

OVERSEAS NEWS

Former IMF chief moves
to new housing in NYC 
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This year, almost 200 youngsters
entered the Lickety Split Easter Colour-
ing Contest hoping for a chance to win
the many prizes offered.

The judges deliberated carefully over
all the entries and singled outsix
dynamic pieces.

In the 4-6-year-old category, third
place went to 6-year-old Erin Cole-
brooke of Queen’s College, who was
awarded a three gallon tub of Edy's ice
cream.

The second place prize, a jumbo
Easter Basket, was awarded to 6-year-
old Akia Mackey of Yellow Elder Pri-
mary.

Another 6-year-old, home schooled
Luke Holdom, came in first and was
presented with a brand new bike from
Cycles Unlimited.

In the 7-9-year-old category, 9-year-
old Michelle Outten of Kingsway Acad-
emy won third place and received a 3
gallon tub of Edy's ice cream. Second
place went to 8-year-old Joshua
Bartlett of Gambier Primary, who
received a large Easter basket.

The first place winner was 9-year-old
home schooled Anthony Holdom, who
was also presented with a new bicycle.

CREATIVE CHILDREN WIN EASTER COLOURING CONTEST

JFK Lickety Split assistant manager Robertha Forbes and operations manager Gregory Rutherford present Anthony Holdom with his new bike.

HOLDOM brothers, Anthony (left) and Luke (right) both placed 1st in their categories and, along with all the other winners received cool prizes in this year’s colouring contest.

JOSHUA Bartlett is presented with his Easter basket. AKIA Mackey receiving her jumbo Easter basket.

ERIN Colebroke with three gallons of Edy's ice cream.MICHELLE Outten is excited about her ice cream prize.



$4.68

$4.51

$4.69
The information contained is from a third
party and The Tribune can not be held
responsible for errors and/or omission
from the daily report.

$$5.59

$5.54

$5.65

THE TRIBUNE • SECTION B • business@tribunemedia.net THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2011

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Telecom-
munications Company’s
(BTC) new majority owner
is aiming for it to generate
$100 million in operating
income by its second full-
year in control, although
first year profits will be
depressed by $60 million in
restructuring and integra-
tion costs.

Revealing that Cable &
Wireless Communications
(CWC) expects BTC to
generate between $60-$80
million in operating income
(EBITDA) during the 12
months to end-March 2012,
Tony Rice, its chief execu-
tive, reiterated that the
London-based telecommu-
nications operator wanted
to reduce staffing levels at
its Bahamian subsidiary by
30 per cent as “soon as pos-
sible”.

Mr Rice said staffing
reductions were essential
because BTC was “not cost

competitive” when com-
pared with communications
industry peers, especially
given that CWC’s focus was
on preparing the business
for competition when the
Bahamian cellular market
was liberalised in 2014. 

He added that BTC’s
operational expenditures
stood at a sum equivalent
to 58 per cent of its 2010
revenues, and said: “These
operating costs are just fun-
damentally too high, and
need to be brought into line
with where you’d expect”
for a company with its pro-
file.

“Our initial assessment

is that we need a 30 per
cent headcount reduc-
tion..... ideally as soon as
possible,” Mr Rice told
London-based analysts dur-
ing a conference to discuss
CWC’s full-year 2010-2011
financial results.

That policy, if initiated,
would reduce the roughly
1,200-strong BTC work-
force by around 360 per-
sons to somewhere near
840, a process CWC hopes
to accomplish with volun-
tary separation and redun-
dancy packages. It is in
talks with BTC’s two trade

New owner targets 
$100m EBITDA at BTC

* CWC aims for three figures by 2012-2013, although first
year to be $60-$80m due to $60m restructure costs
* Still targeting 30% staff reduction ‘as soon as possible’,
with goal of $30m savings annually
* Operating costs, at 58% of revenue, ‘fundamentally too
high’
* BTC generated $79m in operating income on $343m 
revenues in 2010

SEE page 5B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Cable & Wireless Communications (CWC) yesterday denied
that it was “kitchen sinking” on the Bahamas Telecommuni-
cations Company’s (BTC) valuation, after analysts questioned
why the new majority owner had taken a $125 million write-
down on the value of its property, plant and equipment.

Top CWC executives, explaining why BTC’s property and
other fixed assets had been written down from a $384 million
book value to $259 million as at the April 6, 2011, acquisition
date, said this reflected the “obsolete” nature of much equip-
ment and technology accumulated by the Bahamian telecom-
munications carrier over the decades.

Tony Rice, CWC’s global chief executive, said that when it
came to technology, BTC had “invested in everything under the
sun”. He added that this “over investment” was a key factor
behind BTC’s low service standards, with the former state-
owned incumbent grappling with - and unable to rationalise -
multiple products and technologies into a coherent business
offering.

CWC ‘not kitchen
sinking’ over BTC
* Analysts question $125m write down on BTC’s fixed
assets, from $384m to $259m
* Executives note ‘obsolete’ equipment
* Say BTC ‘over investment in every technology under
the sun’ responsible for poor service standards
* BTC book value written down from $401m to
$273m; government stake valued at $134m

SEE page 2B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government yester-
day used the 2011-2012 Bud-
get to unveil a raft of mea-
sures intended to support
job creation and entrepre-
neurship through forging
links with, and supporting,
the private sector, even
though the GFS fiscal deficit
is projected to be some $248
million or 3 per cent of
GDP.

While unveiling a Nation-
al Job Readiness and Train-
ing Programme, a work
placement initiative for the
unemployed and move to
‘Jump Start’ entrepreneur-
ship, Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham released a Bud-
get that still placed the GFS
deficit ( a measurement that
strips out debt principal
repayments) significantly
above pre-recession aver-
ages.

Acknowledging that both
actual recurrent revenue
performance, and attempts
to increase its ratio relative
to gross domestic product
(GDP) had been “disap-

pointing”, Mr Ingraham’s
Budget projected that for
the 12 months to end-June
2012, the Government
would earn $1.514 billion - a
sum equivalent to 18.5 per
cent of GDP.

That still represents a $54
million, or 3.7 per cent,
increase over the $1.46 bil-
lion the Government antici-
pates it will earn in recur-

PM: ‘Redouble’ revenue effort
given $248m deficit forecast

Deficits for 2011-2012, and subsequent two years,
projected higher than pre-recession average

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff
BUDGET ADDRESS: Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham speaks in the
House yesterday.

SEE page 4B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Disney Cruise Lines is now helping to power Bahamas
Waste’s fleet of trucks after entering into a partnership through
which it provides around 200 gallons of used cooking oil per
week to the company’s New Providence biodiesel  manufac-
turing facility.

Bahamas Waste’s managing director, Francisco De Cardenas,
yesterday said the company - which typically uses around 1,500
to 2,000 gallons of used cooking oil a month to create the
biodiesel it is using to run a quarter of its truck fleet - has
been receiving the oil from Disney for around one-and-a-half
months at no cost.

The used oil is practically “virgin” in comparison to the
quality of the used cooking oil that the company typically
receives from Bahamian restaurants and hotels, suggested Mr
de Cardenas, enabling Bahamas Waste’s biodiesel manufac-
turing facility to more easily convert it into high quality fuel.

Mr de Cardenas was speaking on behalf of Bahamas Waste
about the company’s biodiesel program to the Bahamas Soci-
ety of Engineers (BSE) yesterday at Graycliff.

Highlighting other developments, Mr de Cardenas said
Bahamas Waste last week increased the number of trucks
fuelled by biodiesel from the six initially  selected for this pur-
pose in January to 15, having had “no problems” so far with

Bahamas Waste in
Disney partnership

SEE page 7B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

While praising the Govern-
ment’s $25 million National
Job Readiness and Training
Programme as “the right
idea”, the Bahamas Chamber
of Commerce and Employ-
er’s Confederation’s (BCCE)

chairman yesterday said it was
“not enough” to address the
skills shortages and workforce
productivity issues faced by
the Bahamian private sector.

The three-pronged initia-
tive, unveiled in yesterday’s
Budget, aims to enhance job
readiness among 1,000
Bahamian youths - recent

high school graduates and
those out of school for more
than a year - through a 52-
week Service and Productivi-
ty Improvement initiative
tackling “idleness, poor work
attitudes and the lack of liter-

$25m jobs plan is ‘not enough’
* Chamber chief praises Government for having ‘right idea’,
but says impact not enough given only 1,000 persons target-
ed and 5,000 school leavers per annum
* Adds that wage subsidy idea ‘wrong approach’
* Business Licence exemption extended for one year, and
granted to firms with $500,000 turnover or less

KHAALIS ROLLE

SEE page 7B

             



By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

If you have ever
shopped for a dig-
ital camera, you
will have noticed
that they all

include a prominent nota-
tion of the number of
megapixels they use. 

One of the first questions
many people ask when
shopping for a new digital
camera is: “How many
megapixels do I need?"
Although this is not a bad
question, since megapixels
have become the main yard-
stick used to measure and
compare cameras, it is not
the only factor to consider
when choosing a camera.

Back in 1999 when digital
cameras were only 1.2 or 2
MP, each megapixel mat-
tered if you were making
bigger prints. Fortunately,
in today’s photography
world it is almost impossi-
ble to get a camera under
five or six megapixels, unless
it is a used one. Cameras
with higher pixels generally
create higher quality pic-
tures, but also create larger
files that aren't appropriate
for some uses.  So it is worth
shopping around rather than
simply selecting the highest
megapixel count with the
biggest dollar sign on the
shelf.

How many Megapixels
should I buy? 

According to sales per-

sons, the latest cameras are
12 megapixels, and you
should prefer those over 10
megapixel etc, etc. Numbers
can be misleading. Don't
these numbers make you
feel that 12 megapixel cam-
eras are 20 per cent more
advanced and capable than
10 megapixels?  Actually,
they aren't. This hoodwink
is used to give the impres-
sion that your current cam-
era is inadequate and needs
to be replaced, even if the
new cameras each year are
only slightly better.

First, let’s get familiar with
what megapixels mean.
Mega indicates 'a million',
while Pixel is 'a dot' that
hosts the basic building
block of digital pictures, with
a large number of dots of
different colours grouped to
make a picture. For clarity:
Megapixels are an impor-
tant facet of photography.
Just as 1,000 millimetres are
equivalent to one metre.
With that same concept one
million pixels is the equiva-
lent to one megapixel and
the term is shorthand for "a
million pixels”.

A pixel is a square dot in a
picture, and is so small that
one individual pixel is not
visible to the naked eye,
which is why it takes so
many pixels together to see
them. For example: When
thinking of a megapixel,
think of how all the threads
come together to make a
tapestry or the yarn that
makes scarves. It is the

same, and combined with
many other pixels we see
more than one colour - a
picture instead. Together,
pixels are like pieces of a
puzzle or mosaics to create
photographs or images. 

Consider this. Mega pix-
els are important to a point,
and have became more
important when processing
larger output. But for image
quality, sensor size and qual-
ity is just as - or more impor-
tant - than megapixels. For
instance, a 6 mp pixel APS-
c camera can give you a bet-
ter photo than a 10 megapix-
els point and shoot because
the sensor is so much larger.
Larger sensor = more light
to each pixel = better colour
saturation, better geometric
accuracy, better dynamic
range and even lower noise.
One of the reasons digital
SLR cameras deliver better
performance than smaller
digital cameras is because
their sensor chips are much
larger. This means that a 10

MP chip in an SLR, while
having the same number of
pixels as a 10 MP camera
with a smaller chip, will have
much larger pixels and is
able to gather more light.

To better understand
megapixels, here is a much
more detailed megapixel
outline for image use. One
megapixel can fill the screen
on a standard 17 inch com-
puter monitor, 3 megapix-
els fill the screen on a Full
High-Definition (HD) tele-
vision (1080p), six megapix-
els can be published at near-
ly 7x10 inches in a high qual-
ity magazine or book, and
12 megapixels printed at
16x20 inches on an inkjet
printer will show an amazing
range of detail.

Downside of large
megapixels 

Let’s put megapixels to
work in real life. You might
assume that more is better,
and that the more megapix-
els a digital camera has, the
greater the resolution. In
truth, having too many
megapixels can result in a
few problems, such as over-
loading space on your hard
drive and the increase in file
size. Large files can absorb a
lot of storage space and fill
your camera's memory or
memory card quite quickly,
which is not good.

Large files slow down
image transfer between your
camera and computer. For
example, when large images
are posted on websites, it
often takes a very long time
to download, which is why
some business sites are not
successful and hardly
viewed, resulting in unhappy
potential customers.

Accordingly, if you choose
a camera with too few
megapixels/too low resolu-
tion, the outcome will be a
poor quality image when
trying to print larger pho-
tos. This is why four to six
megapixels is a comfortable
number for most consumers
who desire  big prints, and
10 megapixels is the magic

number for publication.
Anything more is gravy!
Let’s take a look at this syn-
opsis for various sized prints:
(one megapixel: 4x6 inches;
two megapixels: 5x7 inches;
four megapixels: 8x10 inch-
es; six megapixels; 11x14
inches; and eight megapix-
els: 16x20 inches).

Twelve megapixels and
more are used by the major-
ity of serious photographers.
as a large majority of pro-
fessional portrait, event and
wedding photographers are
using cameras in this range
or better.

That being said, there are
principles that graphic
designers should be aware
of concerning megapixels.
These are: 

Cropping: When cropping
a higher megapixel photo,
you'll have plenty of pixels
to spare. For example, you
can crop an eight megapixel
photograph in half and still
have four megapixels to
work with. 

Sizing: In digital photog-
raphy, you can always make
your photographs smaller
without any loss in quality.
However, a photo cannot
grow without some loss in
quality, but this can be min-
imised through special soft-
ware. It can't be eliminated.

What often affects picture
quality more than you think
are sensor size, noise, lens
quality and receptor sensi-
tivity performance. Why
aren’t these advertised on
camera? Simply because
they are not always easy to
explain. Megapixel number-
ing satisfies a rookie who is
unable to determine the dif-
ference between a good or
bad photo. Yet the settings
recommended will generally
work for almost anyone
except the trained or pro-
fessional photographer.

Printing considerations:
Printing has its own lan-
guage for resolution, as they
are usually expressed as dots
per inch or dpi. The closer
the dots, the sharper the pic-
ture. Unfortunately, there
are two terms that are often
confused; dpi (dots per inch)
and ppi (pixels per inch).
While closely related, they
are not the same. For exam-
ple, dpi refers to the number
of dots a printer can put on a

piece of paper, while ppi
refers to the number of pix-
els in a digital photograph.

The accepted ‘standard’
for printing images is cur-
rently 300dpi (dots per
inch).

Even though the number
of megapixels can be con-
fusing, don’t drown in a sea
of technical terms. Do a lit-
tle math when required and,
if intended for enlargement,
shoot photographs at a high-
er resolution and match the
image size to the output size.
Remember, more megapix-
els = Larger Images. What is
more, smaller images work
better for e-mail and the
Internet, and larger images
for printer output.  

Do Your Homework:
Before you run out and pur-
chase the highest megapixel
camera you cannot afford,
it is important to remember
there are other factors to
photo quality, such as your
camera's sensor and lens
quality. I am of the view that
a clean shot from an 3 MP
camera can produce a much
better shot than a slightly
out-of focus shot from a
$5,000 12 MP camera, espe-
cially if all things are not
equal.

Bottom-line; don't use
megapixels to determine a
good camera, as there are
other critical questions.
These are: What will I be
photographing? Will most
pictures be viewed via Web,
PC screen or Printer? If
your camera is used exclu-
sively for e-mail or the Web,
don’t forget to resize your
images to a smaller size to
reduce upload and down-
load times.

In summary, despite your
requirements, manufactur-
ers/marketers will insist and
continue adding more pix-
els, especially for shoppers
who are impressed by num-
bers. 

That’s business. So how
many megapixels do you
really need? Well, just
enough. This depends solely
on what your requirements
are. So until we meet again,
have fun, enjoy your life and
stay on top of your game.

NB: The author welcomes
feedback at

deedee2111@hotmail.com
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Shoot for the camera
matching your needs

Addressing analysts at a London confer-
ence call to unveil CWC’s annual 2010-2011
results for the year to March 31, Mr Rice said
of BTC: “The difference with us is that it’s
effectively been a government department for
ever, so they’ve invested in every sort of thing.

“They’re not fully integrated. I think one
of the reasons for the service standards is the
over-investment in technology.”

And he added: “There’s a whole load of
stuff that needs to be written down, and in
some cases we need to start again, notably on
a new network for mobile, which we plan to do
later this year.”

Referring to CWC chief financial officer,
Tim Pennington, Mr Rice then joked: “Cer-
tainly, I’m not conscious, unless the man on the
right kicks me..... we’re not kitchen sinking
on BTC.”

Mr Rice was responding to questions from a
Merrill Lynch analyst, who said he was “slight-
ly concerned” that by taking such a large up-
front write down on the value of BTC’s fixed
assets, CWC - as 51 per cent majority owner -
was trying to lower future depreciation and
thereby bolster earnings per share (EPS).

CWC’s 2010-2011 year-end accounts showed
that it recognised $71 million in goodwill upon
acquiring BTC, which essentially refers to the
premium paid for anticipated future cash flows
and profits. The net cash outflow on acquisi-
tion was $151 million.

“Goodwill arising on the acquisition of BTC
included the value of expected synergies result-
ing from the integration into the existing busi-
ness and other intangible assets,” CWC added.

Overall, BTC’s total $401 million book val-
ue was written down by $128 million by CWC
to $273 million. Apart from the fixed assets,
write downs were also recorded for trade and

other receivables ($10 million); inventories
($5 million); trade and other payables ($10
million); and provisions ($10 million).

Increases, though, were recorded for cus-
tomer contracts and relationships ($31 mil-
lion), and trademarks ($1 million).

Explaining CWC’s accounting treatment of
BTC in relation to the acquisition, Mr Pen-
nington said: “We’ve made an acquisition. It’s
an incumbent operator; it’s not match fit yet.
We’ve taken a good look at the assets, a good
look at the inventories and the receivables,
and as a consequence fair valued it.

“We’ve gone through that exercise with our
accountants, the company’s [BTC] accoun-
tants, and believe the carrying value is the
appropriate carrying value for the business.
They’ve got a half-built Next Generation Net-
work, they’ve got every technology under the
sun, stuff that we won’t be using going for-
ward.....”

Mr Pennington said that “frankly” BTC’s
depreciation charges, standing at $60 million
per annum, were “just way too high”.

“We just need to reorientate their invest-
ment profile, focus their capital on where it is,
take the write-offs now on stuff that we feel
will be obsolete,” the CWC chief financial
officer added.

“We looked in their warehouses, and just on
handsets for instance, they’ve got stuff in there
that, frankly, you would not be able to sell
normally.”

He characterised CWC’s accounting treat-
ment of BTC’s book value as a “tidying up
exercise” that needed to be done.

The $7 million paid by CWC as Stamp Tax
to the Government was recorded as other
operating expenses. A ‘non-controlling inter-
est’, likely to be the Government’s 49 per cent
minority stake in BTC, was valued at $134
million.

CWC ‘not kitchen sinking’ over BTC
FROM page 1B

         



By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Private sector leaders yester-
day suggested the $7,500 per
person grant the Government
was planning to make available
to mature Bahamians for start-
ing their own businesses was
too small, one telling Tribune
Business it was “a waste of
time” and only likely to get
budding entrepreneurs into
trouble.

Unveiling its Jump Start Pro-
gramme in the 2011-2012 Bud-
get, which is to be run along
the same lines as the Self-
Starters initiative for younger
Bahamians, the Government is
allocating $1.5 million to the
Ministry of Finance to provide
$7,500 per person grants for
budding entrepreneurs to start
their own businesses.

However, small business con-
sultant Mark A. Turnquest told
Tribune Business of the plan:
“That’s too small. What they
need to do is attract the banks
and private investors to make
that amount $50,000.

“That $7,500 is too small. It’s
a waste of time, and will only
get people in trouble. It helps to
lend no money at all than lend
such a small amount like that.
Unless you link it to private
venture funds or the banks, it’s
a waste of time.”

Mr Turnquest was backed by
Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce and Employers Confed-
eration chairman Khaalis Rolle,
who agreed that the maximum
$7,500 limit was too small to
make a substantial impact in
terms of helping Bahamians to
establish sustainable businesses.

“I don’t know how much
impact it’s going to have given
what is required to start a busi-
ness you can reasonably make a
living from,” Mr Rolle told Tri-
bune Business. “$7,500 is not
enough. It puts you in a very
small category of businesses
and, really and truly, if you look
at it, it will not provide you with
the type of income to provide a
living.”

Mr Rolle added that the

Chamber had not been con-
sulted by the Government over
the Jump Start initiative, even
though the Prime Minister
announced that its representa-
tives, along with those from the
Bahamas Agricultural and
Industrial Corporation (BAIC)
and College of the Bahamas
Business Programme, would sit
on the committee processing
and approving grant applica-
tions.

Opportunity
Mr Ingraham said of the

plan: “The programme will give
scores of Bahamians an oppor-
tunity to become self-employed
as well as, in the process of
starting their own business,
become employers of others. 

“As these will be grant funds,
the recipients will be able to
start their business without the
initial burden of debt servicing,
thereby improving the chances
of their micro business suc-
ceeding.

“I note that we will especial-
ly be seeking to ensure that
funds are used to finance start-
ups that cater to creating attrac-
tions to service our tourism sec-
tor, particularly the cruise sec-
tor where we need to increase
domestic spend.”

The Prime Minister also put
some flesh on the bones of the
Government’s planned Small
and Medium-Sized Enterpris-
es (SME) Development Act,
outlining that an SME Devel-
opment Agency would be
established to “administer a set
of financial and non-financial
instruments” according to the
sector’s needs, and their loca-
tion.

“The agency will also admin-
ister and coordinate projects
for specific purposes, such as
for individual Family Island
development, energy efficien-
cy programmes, clusters and
value chains, improving the
capacity of local suppliers to
respond to the needs of large
foreign direct investment pro-
jects and monetary grants for

micro enterprises,” Mr Ingra-
ham said.

“The expected results are
business climate reforms that
are conducive to simplifying
and making more efficient pro-
cedures for business develop-
ment and growth. 

“Through the new institu-
tional framework, these
reforms include improved infor-
mation, designing an agency
that will increase SME access to
credit and provide a one-stop
shop, and enhanced market
access, for SMEs in the Family
Islands. As for the latter, it
should have a direct impact on
total revenues for the Family
Island SMEs in the tourism val-
ue chain.”

While backing the Act and
creation of an SME Develop-
ment Agency, Mr Turnquest
warned that “it cannot be
another bureaucracy” imped-
ing and delaying access by small
businesses and entrepreneurs
to the necessary support ser-
vices.
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$7,500 Jump Start
grants ‘too small’

* Small business consultant says sums being made available to budding entrepreneurs ‘a
waste of time’ and could put them in trouble
* Chamber chief agrees that grant size pushing people into area where difficult to make
reasonable living
* Warning that Small Business Development Agency must not become bureaucracy

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Stressing that he “welcomes” any steps to improve healthcare
access and reduce costs Doctors Hospital’s chief executive
yesterday said the Government must be careful not to promote
“unsustainable” medical ventures and added competition that
will raise treatment costs while failing to address supply issues.

Doctors chief queries
Medical Act’s impact

Concerns it might promote ‘unsustainable’
ventures and create over-supply, at same

time raising treatment costs for all

SEE page 8B

THE FRONT ENTRANCE of the Doctors Hospital.

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Subsidies for three loss-
making government corpo-
rations will increase in the
2011-2012 Budget by a
total of $5.85 million.

The budget shows that
Bahamasair is to receive
$18.6 million in subsidies in
the upcoming year, the
Broadcasting Corporation
of the Bahamas, $5.5 mil-
lion, and Water and Sewer-
age Corporation, $20 mil-
lion.

In 2010/2011, Bahama-
sair received $16 million in
subsidies, the Broadcasting
Corporation of the
Bahamas, $4.25million,
and the Water and Sewer-
age Corporation, $18 mil-
lion.

The increased subsidies
suggest that efforts by the
Government to reduce
these corporations’ depen-
dence on the taxpayer have
not so far been effective. 

The higher BCB alloca-
tion comes after it saw a
dramatic 50 per cent cut in
its subsidy in the 2010-2011
budget, from the $8.5 mil-
lion previously provided in
2009/2010. In the following
year the Corporation cut
its staff by 35 per cent in an
effort to reduce wage-
related costs in line with
the budget cut.

The rising Bahamasair
subsidy mirrors the rising
losses recorded by the
national carrier, some $24
million in the year leading
up to June, 2010. The air-
line’s chairman, J. Barrie
Farrington, suggested its
performance was “unlike-
ly” to have improved in the
most recent fiscal year. 

Loss making 
corporations
get $5.85m
subsidy rise
* Water & Sewerage
to get $20m, and
Bahamasair $18.6m
* Broadcasting Corp
to get $1.25m
increase after year in
which staff cut 35%

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Government has
projected it will increase
the amount of tax, non-tax
revenue and capital rev-
enue it collects this year by
$140.7 million, or 7.7 per
cent. 

Tax and non-tax revenue
is projected to rise by
$21.367 million, with the
greatest increases estimat-
ed to come from boosts in
tourism tax and real prop-
erty tax collection.

In the summary of rev-
enue projected in the
2011/2012 budget, the Gov-
ernment is anticipating it
will collect $1.513 billion in
tax and non-tax revenue,
compared to the 2010-2011
forecasted revenue of
$1.492 billion.

As always, import and
export duties form the bulk
of the Government’s rev-
enue, and are projected to
bring in an extra $5.042 mil-
lion, at $494.901 million
Stamp tax collections are
anticipated to rise by $7.92
million to $242.381 million
,and excise tax will increase
by $2.04 million, suggests the

Government
details tax 
revenue 
growth

SEE page 7B

            



rent revenues for the 2010-
2011 fiscal year, something
that is likely to provoke
questions of whether, once
again, the revenue estimates
are too generous.

And that $1.46 billion fig-
ure, below the 2010-2011
Budget estimates of $1.492
billion, was bolstered by
some $120.6 million in one-
off revenues from the
Bahamas Oil Refining Com-
pany (BORCO) sale and
Baha Mar transaction. With-
out these, recurrent rev-
enues would have come in
at $1.32 billion, some $160
million below forecast.

Overall, the Government
largely resisted the tempta-
tion to make it a pre-elec-
tion Budget, despite the
rewards for public servants
and the nod to job creation.
It was, viewed from the fis-
cal standpoint, largely a pru-
dent, ‘no thrills’ Budget that
focused on spending
restraint, better revenue
administration and enhance-
ment, duty relief on some
food staples, and the encour-
agement of energy efficien-
cy.

The $210 million generat-
ed from the sale of a major-
ity 51 per cent stake in the
Bahamas Telecommunica-
tions Company (BTC) was
treated as capital revenue,
helping to reduce the capital
deficit to $22 million. With-
out this inflow, the total
deficit for fiscal 2010-2011
would have hit $416 million,
and the GFS measurement
$340 million, once $76 mil-
lion in debt principal pay-
ments were stripped out.

The Government is now

projecting the 2010-2011 fis-
cal year will produce a $130
million GFS fiscal deficit,
equivalent to 1.7 per cent of
GDP and down $97 million
from the previous year’s
$227 million. A GFS deficit
of 3 per cent had originally
been projected.

However, the recurrent
deficit for the current fiscal
year is projected to come in
at $184 million, up $122 mil-
lion from the $62 million
projected in the 2010-2011
Budget, but down $75 mil-
lion from 2009-2010.

Mr Ingraham revealed
that the Government is set
to rely heavily on capital
revenues during the 2011-
2012 fiscal year. It is aiming
to raise $132 million from
various asset disposals,
including the sale of the first
9 per cent tranche of its
Bahamas Telecommunica-
tions Company (BTC)
stake.

This is thought to be val-
ued at somewhere around
$37 million, and the Gov-
ernment is also looking to
sell the $50 million note it
bought to participate in the
Nassau Airport Develop-
ment Company’s (NAD)
bond offering, a 10 per cent
holding in the Arawak Cay
port, and the Cecil Wallace
Whitfield Building at Cable
Beach. The latter is likely to
fetch around $17-$18 million
from Baha Mar.

“Looking ahead, it is evi-
dent that the Government
continues to face an ongo-
ing challenging fiscal envi-
ronment,” the Prime Minis-
ter conceded. “Our attempt
to secure a meaningful
increase in the ratio of recur-
rent revenue to GDP, to
some extent aligning more
closely with international
norms, has been disappoint-
ing.

“We must redouble our
efforts on this score in both
the near-term and over time
if the Government is to have
access to the level of fiscal
resources needed for the
administration of a modern
and progressive government
that can meet the economic
and social needs of its citi-
zens.”

Mr Ingraham said the
Government was holding

recurrent spending, which
accounts for 80 per cent of
the Budget and goes on
fixed costs, such as wages
and rents, as flat as possible. 

The forecast for 2011-2012
is $1.68 billion, an increase
of $36 million over the
$1.644 billion incurred in
2010-2011. The latter figure
was up $90 million from
forecast, largely due to $25
million allocated to the new
Job Readiness initiative, and
the $39 million injection to
the Feeder Trust for the
Bahamas Telecommunica-
tions Company’s (BTC)
employee pension plan.

While Mr Ingraham made
much of the fact that the
projected 3 per cent GFS
deficit for 2011-2012 was
well below the 5.5 per cent
ratio recorded in 2009-2010,
and 4.5 per cent in 2008-
2009, the former figure is
still well above pre-recession
averages.

As a percentage of GDP,
the GFS deficit stood at 1.8
per cent in 2005-2006, 2.2
per cent in 2006-2007, and
1.6 per cent in 2007-2008.
Yesterday’s Budget project-

ed a 2012-2013 GFS deficit
of 2.8 per cent or $237 mil-
lion, and 2.7 per cent and
another $237 million in
2013-2014.

These estimates are based
on continued growth in both
recurrent revenues and
recurrent spending, which
are projected to hit $1.738
billion and $1.786 billion in
2013-2014.

Justifying these projec-
tions, the Government said
they were based on real
Bahamian GDP growth
improving from 2 per cent
in 2011 to 2.8 per cent in
2012. GDP growth for 2013
and 2014 is forecast to be
2.4 per cent and 2.3 per cent,
respectively.

The administration is also
targeting a rise in the ratio
of recurrent revenue to
GDP, seeking to get it clos-
er to the magic 20 per cent
threshold. It is looking to
grow this to 19.5 per cent in
2013-2014.

The Government’s direct
debt at the end of the 2011-
2012 fiscal year is projected
to grow to $3.779 billion, or
46.2 per cent of GDP.
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PM: ‘Redouble’ revenue effort
given $248m deficit forecast

INSIGHT
For the stories behind
the news, read Insight

on Mondays
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unions and the Government
on this issue now.

Mr Rice said CWC was
targeting cost savings of $30
million per annum “once the
full benefits come through”
from the staff reduction,
plus the attaining of other
synergies. These include
procurement savings, plus
BTC’s integration with the
“shared service centres”
established by CWC’s
Caribbean operation,
LIME. CWC is expecting to
incur $50-$60 million in
exceptional costs relating to
BTC’s restructuring and
integration, a sum that,
while set to be expensed
over two years, is being
treated as a one-off, upfront
item in the London-based
operator’s accounts.

“Once the synergies are
fully realised, we expect
BTC to contribute up to
$100 million to the EBIT-
DA of the group in 2012-
2013,” Mr Rice said. “But
2011-2012 will be a transi-
tion year, and we’re not
expecting more than $60-$80
million in EBITDA.”

He was backed by CWC’s
chief financial officer, Tim
Pennington, who added:
“We also want to see BTC
deliver EBITDA in the
range of $90-$100 million.
We expect that to be in the
capability of the business,
but need to make progress
on the restructuring this
year.”

With no debt on BTC’s
books, and no corporate
income tax in the Bahamas,
Mr Rice said the company’s
performance was expected
to be net cash flow and net
earnings neutral prior to the
restructuring costs. And,
“thereafter”, CWC was
expecting it to contribute
one cent per share every
year to its modified earnings
per share (EPS).

With revenues set to
remain above $300 million,
CWC said BTC’s capital
expenditure during the 12
months to March 2012 will
be about $50 million, in line

with recent trends under the
Government’s ownership.

Detailing BTC’s perfor-
mance for the 12 months to
December 31, 2010, the last
full year under the Govern-
ment’s ownership, CWC
said the Bahamian carrier
generated $79 million in
operating income (EBIT-
DA) from $343 million in
gross revenues.  The gross
margin percentage was 81
per cent, with EBITDA
equivalent to 23 per cent of
top-line revenues.

Again showing just how
reliant BTC is on its monop-
oly, CWC said some 67 per
cent of its $343 million rev-
enues - more than two-thirds
- came from its cellular arm.
Fixed-line accounted for just

22 per cent, with broadband
Internet at 7 per cent and
other products generating 4
per cent.

Noting that CWC only
completed its acquisition of
51 per cent of BTC in early
April, Mr Rice said its tran-
sition team had been inside
the Bahamian carrier for six
weeks. 

Excited
They had found “nothing

too surprising yet, but
although there is clearly
much to do, the team is
excited by the opportunities
they see as they get to know
the business”.

Apart from expanding
CWC and LIME’s geo-

graphical footprint in the
Caribbean, and adding
BTC’s $300 million-plus
annual revenues to the lat-
ter’s current $800 million
revenue base, Mr Rice said
the Bahamas was in a “dif-
ferent zone” compared to
its southern Caribbean ter-
ritories. This was because of
its links and proximity to the
US economy, which had
made it “more resilient”
during the recession, with
the Bahamas’ $23,000-
$24,000 per capita GDP

making it the fifth wealthiest
country in the Western
Hemisphere.

“We’ve got a bit of time to
restructure the company for
competition, but have got to
get on with it,” Mr Rice said
of BTC. “Opportunities
abound in the marketplace.

“We see opportunities to
revamp the product offer-
ing, expand into Pay TV,
improve the network expe-
rience and really transform
the whole offering to the
customer base there.”

Acknowledging that “a lot
of work” would be needed
to transform BTC “into a
world-class telecommunica-
tions business over the next
two to three years”, Mr Rice
added: “It’s a terrific mar-
ket, linked to the US econo-
my, so I see great growth
there, and really diversify-
ing away from the southern
Caribbean. What we need
to do is improve the product
offering, deliver all kinds of
efficiency changes in the
business, because at the
moment it’s not cost com-
petitive because it’s been
run as a government depart-
ment for many years.

“But, in two-three years, I
expect that business to be a
top-class business, which is a
credit to the Government,
businesses and consumers of
the Bahamas, and a good
contributor to CWC.”

BTC now has 388,000 cel-
lular customers, 123,000
fixed line clients and 19,000
Internet customers.
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New owner targets 
$100m EBITDA at BTC
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acy and tradable skills”.
However, while commend-

ing the initiative, Khaalis
Rolle told Tribune Business
that the number being target-
ed by the programme - 1,000 -
was equivalent to one-fifth of
the 5,000 young Bahamians
who graduated from high
school every summer.

He also questioned why the
Government was investing
the $25 million at the ‘back
end’, after these students had
left high school, rather than
seeking to improve the exist-
ing education system that was
failing to adequately prepare
Bahamians for the workforce.

“Well, it’s the right idea,
but I’m concerned that it’s not
enough,” said Mr Rolle, when
contacted by Tribune Busi-
ness about the Governmen-
t’s announcement. “How
many people do you have
leaving school every year?
5,000. So you’re targeting
one-fifth of those.

“By sheer statistics, one-
fifth will not have the impact
we desire in the business com-
munity. It has to be far wider
and target the majority of
people. We’re not going to
get the kind of impact we
want if we don’t spread it
across more people. 

“The sheer impact of group
dynamics is that the more
people headed in the same
direction will influence where
you end up. We need to influ-

ence more people positively.”
Mr Rolle said the Bahamas

needed to target students “a
lot sooner” if it was to con-
vert them into productive
workers, and added of the
Government’s latest initiative:
“We’re still putting Band-Aid
solutions on major problems.”

The other two strands of
the Government’s National
Job  Readiness and Training
Programmes include a
National Retraining thrust,
targeted at skills development
for 1,000 persons who either
want to upgrade skills in their
existing jobs or acquire new
skills to switch careers.

The final strand is National
Apprenticeship, which will
focus on helping 1,000 per-
sons to acquire basic and
advanced technical skills.
Both it at the National
Retraining initiative will last
for 52 weeks.

The overall initiative, Prime
Minister Hubert Ingraham
said yesterday, would be
developed with both public
and private sector assistance
and focus on areas where
worker and skill shortages
existed. These areas, he sug-
gested, may include teachers’
aides, after-school and play-
ground monitors, neighbour-
hood watch workers, medical
technicians and health assis-
tants, information technolo-
gy technicians and data entry
personnel, plus construction
and landscaping technicians.

The Government also used
the Budget to unveil a Work

Placement and Employment
Exposure Programme, intend-
ed to encourage the private
sector to hire unemployed
persons and give them work
experience, plus “on-the-job
training and skills” to improve
their marketability.

As an incentive, the Gov-
ernment will provide a “direct
wage subsidy” to employers
who hire someone referred
by the Ministry of Labour and
Social Development for 52
weeks. The wage subsidy
could be up to $210 per week,
but the hiring will need to be
confirmed by payment of
National Insurance Board
(NIB) contributions. 

“There again, good idea but
wrong approach,” Mr Rolle
said, explaining that while a
wage subsidy might work it
would make no difference if a
business was hiring a bad
worker.

In a further bid to stimu-
late job creation and Bahami-
an entrepreneurship, the Gov-
ernment extended the Busi-
ness Licence fee exemption
for companies with a gross
annual turnover of $250,000
or less for another year into
2012. And the exemption has
also been extended for that
same year to Bahamian busi-
nesses with a gross turnover
of $500,000 or less.

Mr Rolle said these initia-
tives were likely to made “a
modest bit of difference” to
the private sector and job cre-
ation going forward.

$25m jobs
plan is ‘not

enough’
FROM page 1B

using the “green” fuel in its trucks.
The company is, according to Mr de Carde-

nas, only the second in the world to use the
‘B50’ grade biodiesel to power its fleet. ‘B50’
grade fuel is that which is a 50/50 blend of
biodiesel made from cooking oil and regular
diesel. Most companies operate on a 20/80
bio/regular diesel fuel ratio.

Noting that Bahamas Waste invested around
$1 million in its biodiesel facility, beginning
around 2008 when oil and diesel prices spiked
to historic levels, Mr de Cardenas said recent
trends have confirmed to the company that
the move was one “in the right direction,”
allowing it to “hedge” against fuel price volatil-
ity.

He said that as the company is able to
receive confirmation of the biodiesel’s quality,
it will seek to expand the concentration it uses
to possibly 75 per cent and beyond, using it in
other aspects of Bahamas Waste’s operations

- such as boilers and generators.
Further down the line, when it is able to

confirm the quality of the fuel and increase
its production, Bahamas Waste would like to
“talk to the Government about getting select
other companies involved”, such as diesel-
dependent entities such as Bahamas Ferries.

At present, Bahamas Waste is awaiting word
from the Bahamas Electricity Corporation
(BEC) on whether it will assist the company
through conducting quality tests on its
biodiesel. It would cost the company “thou-
sands of dollars” if they seek this service
abroad.

Speaking of the environmental benefits of
biodiesel, Mr de Cardenas noted that using a
20 per cent biodiesel/regular diesel blend of
fuel can reduce  emissions into the atmos-
phere from vehicles by 50 per cent.

With Bahamas Waste using a 50 per cent
blend, their emissions have been reduced even
further.

Bahamas Waste in
Disney partnership

FROM page 1B

government. Property tax revenue is fore-
casted to increase by $10.8 million this year,
rising to $116.8 million. Tourism tax rev-
enue should be boosted by an estimated
$13.943 million, the Government projects. 

Gaming tax revenue is anticipated to rise

by $1.355 million, while motor vehicle relat-
ed revenue should go up by a smaller
$633,829, suggests the Government.

Reductions in tax revenue are projected to
occur with respect to company fees (fore-
casted to be down $447,995), bank and trust
company fees (down by $16.763 million)
and insurance company fees (less
$14,256,818).

FROM page 3B
Government details tax revenue growth

WASHINGTON 

Investors got a chance this
week to weigh in on the gov-
ernment's odds of recouping
the full $182 billion bailout of
American International Group
Inc. The response so far: Don't
count on it.

AIG shares skidded as much
as 7 percent Wednesday, a day
after the U.S. government sold
a chunk of its stake in AIG.

The stock recovered some of
its losses, closing down 4 per-
cent to $28.28. But it still trails
the $28.73 average price the
government needs to break
even on the bailout.

By offering 200 million
shares at $29 each, experts say,
the government misread the
market's appetite for AIG.
After Wednesday's price
swoon, they say, it might have
to delay future offerings of AIG

stock. And taxpayers might
have to give up on breaking
even. "Treasury clearly wants
to get out, and at some point I
think exiting is more important
than hitting a target price," said
Clifford Gallant, an analyst at
KBW Inc.

AIG received the biggest
bailout during the financial cri-
sis because it couldn't meet its
financial obligations to the
world's biggest banks. 

Drop in AIG shares dims odds of recouping bailout 
n OVERSEAS NEWS
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ASSETS 2010 2009

Cash and bank balances (Notes 5,17) $ 144,336 1,434,019
Term deposits (Notes 6,17) 8,339,431 6,658,216
Reinsurance Recoveries (Notes 4,12,17) 11,266,798 12,947,471
Due from agent (Notes 7,17) 5,492,967 4,801,117
Deferred commission reserve (Notes 7,17) 4,611,246 5,099,996
Prepaid reinsurance premiums (Notes 12,17) 16,780,244 18,366,803
Prepayments and other receivables (Notes 8,17) 33,736 95,151
Investments in securities

- fair value through profit and loss (Notes 7, 8,17) 2,756,717 2,894,102
- held-to-maturity (Notes 8,17) 9,236,911 7,868,092
- available for sale (Notes 8,17) 2,312,500 2,612,500

Investment property (Note 9) 1,490,317 1,502,432
Property, plant and equipment (Note 10) 1,238,359 1,303,966

Total assets $ 63,703,562 65,583,865

LIABILITIES
General insurance funds:
Unearned premium reserve (Notes 12,17) $ 20,283,926 22,621,982
Outstanding claims (Notes 12,17) 13,172,341 15,341,397

33,456,267 37,963,379

Other liabilities:
Unearned commission reserve (Note 17) 4,284,724 4,563,732
Due to reinsurers (Note 4,17) 3,736,059 4,251,601
Accounts payable and accruals (Note 7,17) 359,445 375,553

Total liabilities 41,836,495 47,154,265

NET ASSETS $ 21,867,067 18,429,600

Represented by:
Share capital
Authorized, issued and fully paid:-
3,000,000 ordinary shares of $1.00 each $ 3,000,000 3,000,000

General reserve (Note 13) 2,000,000 2,000,000
Retained earnings 16,867,067 13,429,600

TOTAL EQUITY $ 21,867,067 18,429,600

See accompanying notes to financial statements

These financial statements were authorized for issue on behalf of the Board of Directors on April 29, 2011 by:

Director Director

Statement of Financial Position
Year ended December 31, 2010, with corresponding figures for 2009 Expressed in Bahamian dollars

Statement of Comprehensive Income
Year ended December 31, 2010, with corresponding figures for 2009

INCOME 2010 2009

Gross written premiums (Note 7) $ 41,909,947 47,310,747
Premium tax (1,223,057) (1,402,268)

40,686,890 45,908,479

Ceded to reinsurers (33,384,822) (37,258,784)

Net retained premiums 7,302,068 8,649,695
Decrease in unearned premium reserve (Note12) 751,497 278,375

Net premiums earned 8,053,565 8,928,070

EXPENSES
Net claims incurred (Note 12) 1,669,322 1,638,077
Net commissions incurred (Notes 7,11 ) (269,647) 11,021
Excess of loss reinsurance 3,247,898 4,317,200

4,647,573 5,966,298

Underwriting profit 3,405,992 2,961,772

OPERATING INCOME AND EXPENSES
Interest income (Notes 5, 6, 8) 1,006,546 873,114
Dividend and other income (Note 7) 656,311 730,269
Change in net unrealized gains
on investments in securities (Note 8) (137,385) (309,804)
Impairment loss (Note 9) – (86,917)

4,931,464 4,168,434

Personnel expenses (Notes 7,15) (535,969) (495,092)
Depreciation (Notes 9,10) (78,052) (79,406)
Interest expense – (9,146)
General and administrative expenses (Note 7) (379,976) (423,301)

NET INCOME & TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME $ 3,937,467 3,161,489

See accompanying notes to financial statements

Expressed in Bahamian dollars

INSURANCE COMPANY OF THE BAHAMAS
ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS 2010

The full audited Financial Statements including the notes
which form an intergral part of the Financial Statements

are available on the Company’s website
icbbahamas.com
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In the Budget Communica-
tion for 2011-2012, the Prime
Minister announced that the
Government is seeking “to
encourage the development
and improvement of medical
care in this country” through
legislation that will make it
cheaper for individuals to
invest in new, or refurbish old,
medical facilities and import
medical equipment.

The Medical Care
Improvement Act 2011 is
intended to allow the Gov-
ernment to “enter into agree-
ments with entrepreneurs in
the medical care field who
want to invest in new medical
care  facilities, such as hospi-
tals and multi-specialty med-
ical facilities, or in major
refurbishment of such facili-
ties” to  import building mate-
rials and medical equipment
duty free. 

Under the Act, the Gov-
ernment will also grant a five-
year Customs duty exemption
to the Public Hospitals
Authority and the National
Insurance Board for the pur-
chase of building materials
and  medical equipment in
relation to medical care facil-
ities.        

Mr Ingraham suggested the
Act does for the medical sec-
tor what the Hotel Encour-
agement Act does to stimu-
late investment in tourism. 

He said the Bahamas “can
and do much better” with
regard to the quality of health
care available in this nation,
noting the linkage between a
country’s prosperity and the
health of its citizens.

The Prime Minister said
that whether or not entrepre-
neurs and owners receive the
benefits available under the
Act will depend upon if the

Minister of Finance “is satis-
fied that the agreement is in
the best interest of the
Bahamas”.

“In this regard, public
access to the facilities and
equipment will be essential,”
he added.

While duty exemptions are
something Doctors Hospital
has advocated for, Mr Sealy
said he is uncertain - based
on the Prime Minister’s com-
munication - about the extent
to which Doctor’s Hospital
may be able to benefit from
the Act, and the possibility of
duty exemptions on building
materials and medical equip-
ment that it provides for. 

“I am a little unclear on
how it will benefit those
already entrenched in health-
care. It seems a bit of a grey
area,” said Mr Sealy, who
added that he needed to look
at the proposed legislation
itself.

“I am going to take into
consideration that the Prime
Minister appreciates the value
of Doctors Hospital in the
provision of healthcare, and
I would assume the Bill, hav-
ing not had the opportunity
to read it yet, will factor in
opportunities for Doctor’s
Hospital, who have expend-
ed significant funds on med-
ical equipment in recent
years.”

Barry Rassin, Doctors Hos-
pital’s president, previously
told Tribune Business in Jan-
uary of this year that the insti-
tution “needs these conces-
sions that most medical facil-
ities get in most countries”,
referring to the BISX-listed
healthcare provider's repeat-
ed attempts to obtain customs
duty exemptions on import-
ed medical equipment and
technology.

Mr Sealy suggested that the
Government may need to

look closely, as it moves
ahead with implementation
of the Act’s provisions, at how
investment in medical services
and facilities is guided in the
US by a ‘Certificate of Need’
process. This requires poten-
tial investors to show, based
on a feasibility study, the need
for their service in a given
area. If this is not done, med-
ical costs could rise and needs
may still not be met.

“In the US you have to get
a certificate of need, which
requires of you to be able to
delineate and determine
there’s an absolute need for a
particular medical service or
procedure, or you get over-
supply in some areas and
under supply in others. You
hope that investors make the
best business decision, but the
state in this case ultimately
makes the decision in the best
interest of the public,” said
Mr Sealy.

The American Health Plan-
ning Association (AHPA),
the professional group of state
agencies responsible for reg-
ulation and planning in the
US, supports certificate of
needs  (CONs) programs
because they are said to limit
health-care spending, pro-
moting appropriate competi-
tion and maintain lower costs
for treatment services.

The AHPA argues that by
controlling construction and
purchasing, state governments
can oversee what expendi-
tures are necessary and where
funds will be used most effec-
tively. This helps eliminate
projects that detract attention
from more urgent and useful
investments, and reduces
excessive costs.

“Everyone will see the
opportunity and everyone will
jump for it, and we may end
up with an oversaturation of
(services/facilities). We have a

small population, and an even
smaller population that can
pay for healthcare,” Mr Sealy
added. With more competi-
tion taking patients away
from Doctor’s Hospital, the
hospital could have to charge
more for the services ren-
dered to cover its costs,
according to the logic that
supports the need for CONs
in the US.

Mr Sealy also questioned
the extent to which the  Act
may allow individuals to get
into the medical business.
Some may ultimately not
have the means to make the
business and medical services
it provides “sustainable”.

“Yes, you can open the
floodgates and say anyone
who’s interested can come in
as an entrepreneur, but it
would be foolhardy to get
people to go into business if
they don’t have the platform
to sustain it,” said Mr Sealy.

“You’ve got to remember
that technology changes on a
dime, and you need to be pre-
pared to constantly reinvest
on a dime. If the Bill expires
in five years, you will only be
able to get your first piece of
equipment, and you’re going
to have to make a very good
profit or find yourself contin-
uing with outdated technolo-
gy.”

Mr Sealy also charged that
the Government should “pro-
tect” Bahamian entrepreneurs
from foreign “big business”,
who could use the Act as an
incentive to enter the
Bahamas’ medical industry
using a Bahamian as a “local
face”, only to repatriate their
profits abroad.

“The true implications of
this need to be understood,”
said Mr Sealy.

Doctors chief queries
Medical Act’s impact

FROM page 3B

     



The Anglican Church Men's Choir
The Sons of Thunder will host
it’s MEN PRAISING GOD III

Pre- Father’s Day concert at The
Activity Centre of The Parish Church
of The Most Holy Trinity Stapleton
Gardens beginning at 7pm on Friday,
June 10. 

The concert this year will highlight, Billy
Brown and Archdeacon James Palacious.
The night promises to filled will great sign-
ing and entertainment. Adult tickets can be
purchased  from any member of the choir
or at the various Anglican Church Parishes
in New Providence. 

Admission is $10 for Adults and $5 for
children - accompanied by a ticket holder
(payable at the door). Proceeds- To aid the
SOT Outreach,Building/Repair Ministry.

History
The Sons of Thunder is a dynamic all

male choir the brainchild of Fr Shazz
Tu rnquest and Herbert Scott. It was at the
o rdination to the priesthood of the Revd.
F r. Fequel Laplante in Tre a s u re Cay Abaco
that the group perf o rmed their first selec-
tion. How did this all come about? The
ACM (Anglican Church Men) were staging
their conference in Tre a s u re Cay, Nort h
Abaco in March 2006. 

The singing of a church full of men was
i n c redible. This was the Pentecost moment
for the group. 'Scottie' who was the Council
P resident at the time and Fr Tu rnquest sat

down at lunch and put the nuts and bolts
together and from that first Sunday in
Tre a s u re Cay, four years ago to now, the
Sons of Thunder remain the premier All
Male singing group within the Anglican
C h u rc h .

While in Abaco the parish priest, Fr
H e p b u rn, advised the ACM that they
would be embarking on some re n o v a t i o n s
to the Parish Church and requested some
assistance, as a result of this request the sec-
ond prong of the Sons of Thunder’s min-
i s t ry evolved. 

The group made an intentional decision
to act as the spearhead of an ACM ministry
to assist family island parishes involved in
parish renovations. 

F rom its inception, the group has assisted
Parishes in Abaco, North Andros and Cat
Island with physical labour and Long Island
with the financial proceeds of a mini-con-
c e rt. In this ministry the men, where v e r
possible pay for their own transport a t i o n
and the host parish, if able to, pro v i d e s
accommodations and food.

This ministry has been blessed to have
been assisted by Fr Shazz, our original
music dire c t o r, and Adrian Arc h e r, our
original conductor

Along the way the following persons,
despite there full schedules, have stepped in
the gap and moved this ministry along:
Peter Sturrup, Mrs Agatha Campbell, who
has by acclamation been designated a
H o n o u r a ry Life Member of the Sons of
T h u n d e r, and Dexter Fernander; to them
we shall be eternally grateful.

RELIGIOUS NEWS, STORIES
AND CHURCH EVENTS

RELIGION
SECTION C
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THE T R I BU N E ’ S Anglican Church Men
Choir to hold Concert

Sons of Thunder



HOW well I remember the guessing game
of what to study for examinations, how early
to begin, or how much to try to memorise
ahead of time, and be able to remember on
the day of the exam. Some students wait
until the end and stay up late with cups of
c o ffee, other have schedules drawn up
weeks in advance to methodically pace
themselves through the pro g r a m .

At one point, it was helpful to use empty
c l a s s rooms to do elaborate drawings on the
b l a c k b o a rd of intricate details with all the
a p p ropriate labels. Other times, small index
c a rds were used as flash cards to memorise
quotations or outline points for an essay.
They could be tucked into a pocket, taped
onto a mirro r, or easily slipped into a folder.

The best way to retain information is to
read over the material at the end of each
d a y, and periodically over the next weeks
and months. Questions may be put to the
teacher or lecturer if there is a pro b l e m
b e f o re more advanced information is added.
The more secure the foundation, the easier
it is to comprehend complicated develop-
m e n t s .

T h e re are those who say that the playing
of taped information, while asleep, enables
the brain to assimilate the material while the
body is at rest. What is a definite asset is to
read notes out loud so that the eyes, ears,
and mouth are all absorbed in the task of
l e a rning. Explaining or reciting to another
person, or teaching someone else, is another
helpful way to retain the data.

Study groups are very popular and work
well if everyone is disciplined about com-
pleting assignments on time and making

w e l l - re s e a rched presentations. Old exami-
nation papers are always a blessing as they
reveal the mind of the examiners, and help
to pre p a re the student for the format of the
p a p e r. Most questions are re w o rded fro m
year to year as the basic information does
not change. These samples provide the nec-
e s s a ry practice to time answers, to select
options and stru c t u re responses. We l l
designed answers approved by the teacher
may be used as blueprints for applications to
similar questions.

The point of the examination is to deter-
mine how much the students have absorbed
in the past year or years, not to trick them
into failing. Not everyone responds well in
an examination atmosphere, and every
e ff o rt should be made to also offer tests of
knowledge orally, to be written in class, and
take home with discussions in class. The
m o re confident a person feels the more
inclined that person will be to attempt more
d i fficult tests of aptitude.

The well known adage “if you fail to pre-
p a re, pre p a re to fail” still rings true. This
goes for all life’s test of character and matu-
rity as well: All the other seasons of the life
cycle, including marriage, parenting, re t i re-
ment, aging, and dying. An ongoing trust in
God, a disciplined approach to pre p a r a t i o n ,
the godly counsel of others and the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, give us an edge to pass
these tests with flying colours.
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

The Bahamas Conference of Seventh
Days is committed to spreading the
gospel of Christ as they celebrated

“Adventist Book Day” recently.
A c c o rding to their website, the leader-

ship and members of the Bahamas
C o n f e rence of Seventh-day Adventists
have formulated a strategic plan to facili-
tate the systematic spreading of the gospel
of Jesus to the Bahamian community.

As the church places emphasis on posi-
tive literature for the nation’s mental
health, members throughout the confer-
ence made gift presentations to their
neighbours and loved ones. 

E v e ry member is encouraged to pur-
chase a book from the Adventist Book
Center on Tonique Wi l l i a m s - D a r l i n g
Highway and make the special pre s e n t a t i o n
in fine style.

"In keeping with this objective the lead-
ership of the conference in conjunction
with Brother Cecil Cartwright Sr pre s e n t e d
four hundred bibles to the Minister of
Education, Desmond Bannister last week
at the office on East Street," members say.

This was the first deposit of eight hun-
d red units for our children in the public
school system. The Minister expressed his
gratitude to the church for a gift that
stands the test of time. “I wish other org a n-
isations could follow the example of the
Adventists. I encourage you in your eff o rt s
in the community,” he said.

Attendees from the Ministry of
Education included:  Elma Garr a w a y,
P e rmanent Secre t a ry and Lionel K Sands,
D i re c t o r, Pastor Paul Scavella, president of
the South Bahamas Conference who was
joined by the tre a s u re r, C Melvin Lewis,
Pastor Leonardo Rahming, Elder Owusu
Boateng, Elder Winston Ash and Sister
Ti ffany Stephens for the pre s e n t a t i o n .

Adventist Book Day

By PASTOR TONYA COLEBROOK
Heavenly Dove Prayer and
Deliverance Ministry

ISAIAH 55 V 6
Seek ye the Lord, while he may be

found, call on him while he is near.

Seek means: to search for or to look.

MATTHEW24 V 36-44
“But about that day or hour, no one

knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the son, but only the father. As it
was in the days of Noah, so it will be at
the coming of the Son of Man. 

For in the days before the flood, peo-
ple were eating and drinking, marry i n g
and giving in marriage, up to the day
Noah entered the ark, and they knew
nothing about what would happen until
the flood came and took them all away.
That is how it will be at the coming of
the Son of Man. Two men will be in the
field, one will be taken and the other
left. Two men will be grinding with a
hand mill, one will be taken and the
other left. 

T h e re f o re keep watch because you
d o n ’t know on what day your Lord will
come. But understand this, if the owner
of the house had known at what time of
the day or night the thief was coming, he
would have kept watch and would not
have let his house be broken into.  So
you must also be re a d y, because the Son

of Man will come at any an hour when
you don’t expect.

No man, no woman knows when the
son of man shall appear. So make your
relationship sure with the Lord. 

P H I L L I PANS 2 V12.
T h e re f o re my beloved, as you have

always obeyed, not as in my pre s e n c e
o n l y, but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear
and tre m b l i n g .

ROMANS 14 V 10.
For we shall all stand before the

Judgment seat of Christ. During this
time, we will receive our re w a rd. Only
what is done for Christ will last. There is
only one life, it will soon be passed away
and gone. Gone either to heaven or hell.

Remember no sin is greater than the
next sin. All sin is sin in the eyes of the
L o rd and Saviour Jesus Christ, none is
smaller or gre a t e r.

If you are buying numbers, it is no dif-
f e rent than committing adultery.
A d u l t e ry is no diff e rent from gossiping.
All are classified as sin. Repent! Repent!
Repent and draw to Christ Jesus.

James 4v8- Draw near to God, so that
he can draw near to you. Wash your
hands, you sinners and purify your
h e a rts, you double minded.

The Lord has given us a very simple,
yet powerful way for us to understand
how he wants us to live our lives. He
want us to be close to him-thro u g h
J e s u s .

Examinations
REV. ANGELA
C BOSFIELD
PALACIOUS

A word to the nation

PASTOR Paul
Scavella and

SDA members
place emphasis

on positive 
literature.
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No Deal!
" Then the devil taketh him up into the

holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle
of the temple, 

And saith unto him, If thou be the
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is
written, He shall give his angels charge
concerning thee: and in their hands
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time
thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Jesus said unto him, It is written again,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God." 

We live in a time when all sorts of
negative things are happening. All of it
is sin, the devil has deceived us into
thinking that we can make things that
God says are wrong and make them
right or accepted. A reckoning day is
coming when we have to answer for our
actions. 

We play pat-a-cake with the devil and
he is tearing apart our homes and mar-
riages. He's reaping havoc on our jobs,
in the lives of our children and taking
our society by storm. We have moved
over and let him have his way to do
whatever he wants to do in our lives and
that has to stop. A line must be drawn
s o m e w h e re when we say, "enough is
e n o u g h " .

Why do we wait so long before we
take action against the wiles of the
devil. Do you actually think that he
cares about any one of us? His job is to
kill, steal and destroy the Bible tells us
and that's exactly what he is doing.

He has a lifetime plan on how he is
going to cause destruction in our lives.
The amazing thing is we don't use the
tools that God gave us to fight him
with. Another thing is we loose heart in
the middle of the fighting.  All of us can
attest to the fact that he never gives up.
After you get over one thing it is some-
thing else. Or like we always say, "when
it isn't one thing it's the next." 

As long as you live there will always
be a fight and you can not get tried of
fighting. That is because we are in a
battle for our lives. However, it's a
fixed fight and we won when Jesus
Christ died on Calvary's Cross. It's the
follow up that we are not doing good
with. We have to maintain our faith
which is reading our Bibles, praying
without ceasing, fasting, forgiving peo-

ple and ourselves, worshipping God in
spirit and in truth. 

We can not let this life overcome us.
The word of God says, "For all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world."  (1st John 2:16) We don't need
anything that the devil offers us. God is
the way, the truth, and the light. His
way is the only way that matters and
should take priority in our lives. We
have to become just like Jesus in the
fact that when the devil came to tempt
Jesus, Jesus overcame because he used
the word of God and wanted nothing of
this world. 

He did not make a deal with the devil
and say after you give me the all the
kingdoms of the world, I'll bow then.
No, He refused the offer with the word
of God. That's not to say that we
shouldn't have land, houses, car and or
money. It's to say that they should not
be the only things that we want in this
life. We should desire God and His
things. It will pay off in the end. I think
we do a disservice to ourselves when we
only seek after things in this life.

The Bible tell us that above all that
God wishes that we be in good health
and prosper and be in good health even
as our souls pro s p e r. We can not aff o rd
to be lured by devil with things that he
p resents us with -simply because we
don't make deals with the devil. We
can't aff o rd to gain this whole world
and loose our one soul, it will not be
w o rth it. He knows what weaknesses we
have and uses those things against us.
H o w e v e r, God provides a way of escape
f rom the devil's temptations. We help
ourselves when we use the tools that we
w e re given to resist the devil.  

Let's do what Jesus did and use the
w o rd of God against him at all times, it
is the greatest weapon that we have.
A m e n !

ALLISON
MILLER

INSIGHT
For the stories behind the news, read Insight on Mondays
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OAKLAND, California
Associated press

AS CRESTFA L L E N followers of a
C a l i f o rnia preacher who foresaw the
world's end strained to find meaning in
their lives, Harold Camping revised his
apocalyptic pro p h e c y, saying he was off
by five months and the Earth actually
will be obliterated on Oct. 21.

Camping, who predicted that 200 mil-
lion Christians would be taken to heav-
en Saturday before global cataclysm
s t ruck the planet, said Monday that he
felt so terrible when his doomsday mes-
sage did not come true that he left home
and took refuge in a motel with his wife. 

His independent ministry, Family
Radio International, spent millions —
some of it from donations made by fol-
lowers — on more than 5,000 billboard s
and 20 re c reational vehicles plastere d
with the Judgment Day message.

Follower Jeff Hopkins also spent a
good deal of his own re t i rement savings
on gas money to power his car so people
would see its ominous lighted sign
showcasing Camping's May 21 warn i n g .
As the appointed day drew neare r,
Hopkins started making the 100-mile
(160-kilometer) round trip from Long
Island to New York City twice a day,
spending at least $15 on gas each trip.

"I've been mocked and scoffed and
cursed at and I've been through a lot
with this lighted sign on top of my car, "
said Hopkins, 52, a former television
p roducer who lives in Great River, New
York. "I was doing what I've been
i n s t ructed to do through the Bible, but
now I've been stymied. It's like getting
slapped in the face."

Camping, who made a special appear-
ance before the press at the Oakland
h e a d q u a rters of the media empire
Monday evening, apologised for not
having the dates "worked out as accu-
rately as I could have." Through chat-
ting with a friend over what he acknowl-
edged was a very difficult weekend, the
light dawned on him that instead of the
biblical Rapture in which the faithful
would be swept up to the heavens, May
21 had instead been a "spiritual"
Judgment Day, which places the entire
world under Christ's judgment, he said.

The globe will be completely
d e s t royed in five months, he said, when
the apocalypse comes. But because
God's judgment and salvation were
completed on Saturd a y, there's no point
in continuing to warn people about it, so
his network will now just play Christian
music and programs until the final end
on Oct. 21.

" We've always said May 21 was the
d a y, but we didn't understand altogeth-
er the spiritual meaning," he said. "The
fact is there is only one kind of people
who will ascend into heaven ... if God

has saved them they're going to be
caught up."

It's not the first time the 89-year- o l d
re t i red civil engineer has been dis-
missed by the Christian mainstream and
has been forced to explain when his pre-
diction didn't come to pass. Camping
also prophesied the Apocalypse would
come in 1994, but said later that it did-
n't happen then because of a mathemat-
ical erro r.

M o n d a y, rather than give his norm a l
daily broadcast, Camping took ques-
tions as a part of his show, "Open
F o rum," which transmits his biblical
i n t e r p retations via the group's radio
stations, TV channels, satellite bro a d-
casts and website.

Camping's hands shook slightly as he
pinned his microphone to his lapel, and
as he clutched a worn Bible he spoke in
a quivery monotone about some listen-
ers' earthly concerns after giving away
possessions in expectation of the
R a p t u re .

Family Radio would never tell any-
one what they should do with their
belongings, and those who had fewer
would cope, Camping said.

" We ' re not in the business of financial
advice," he said. "We ' re in the business

of telling people there's someone who
you can maybe talk to, maybe pray to,
and that's God."

But he also said that he wouldn't give
away all his possessions ahead of Oct
2 1 .

"I still have to live in a house, I still
have to drive a car," he said. "What
would be the value of that? If it is
Judgment Day why would I give it
a w a y ? "

Apocalyptic thinking has always been
p a rt of American religious life and pop-
ular culture. Teachings about the end of
the world vary dramatically — even
within faith traditions — about how
they will occur.

Still, the overwhelming majority of
Christians reject the idea that the exact
date or time of Jesus' re t u rn can be pre-
d i c t e d .

Tim LaHaye, co-author of the best-
selling "Left Behind" novels about the
end times, recently called Camping's
p rediction "not only bizarre but 100 per
cent wrong!" He cited the Bible verse
Matthew 24:36, "but about that day or
hour no one knows" except God.

"While it may be in the near future ,
many signs of our times certainly indi-
cate so, but anyone who thinks they

'know' the day and the hour is flat out
w rong," LaHaye wrote on his website,
l e f t b e h i n d . c o m .

Signs of disappointment also were
evident online, where groups that had
confidently predicted the Rapture —
and, in some cases, had spent money to
help spread the word through advert i s e-
ments — took tentative steps to re -
establish Internet presence in the face
of widespread mockery.

The Pennsylvania-based group eBible
Fellowship still has a website with
images of May 21 billboards all over the
world, but its Twitter feed has changed
over from the increasingly confident
p redictions before the date to circ u m-
spect Bible verses that seem to speak to
the confusion and hurt many members
likely feel.

Camping off e red no clues about
Family Radio's finances Monday, saying
he could not estimate how much had
been spent on getting out his pre d i c t i o n
nor how much money the nonprofit had
taken in as a result. In 2009, the non-
p rofit re p o rted in IRS filings that it
received $18.3 million in donations, and
had assets of more than $104 million,
including $34 million in stocks or other
publicly traded securities.

Radio host says world's end actually coming in October

IN THIS photo from Sunday, May 22, 2011, Christian radio host Harold Camping speaks outside of his home in Alameda, Calif. The Christian
radio host who predicted the world would end over the weekend said Monday he's ready to talk about why the apocalypse didn't arrive. Harold
Camping declined to immediately comment to The Associated Press but said he'll make a full statement in a broadcast through his Oakland-
based Family Radio International. (AP)
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ST GEORGE’S Social Outre a c h
M i n i s t ry held it’s 9th Annual
Recognition Service on May 15, 2011 at
6pm. President  of The Social Outreach
Ministry at St George, Betty Smith
said, “as part of Diocese 2000 and
Beyond, May is Social Outre a c h
Month in the parish of St George and
at this

time we honor our senior citizens
who have made valuable contributions
to the church and to the community
,”among those were Whitfield Williams
and George Turnquest.

ST GEORGE’S
SOCIAL
OUTREACH

Whitfield Williams

George Turquest

The importance of hope
HOPE has been defined as “a feeling

that what is wanted will happen; desire
accompanied by expectation.”  In the
scripture, hope is closely connected to
faith, “now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.”  (Hebrews 11:1).

Man cannot survive without hope. It is
what gives meaning to all of life.  The fact
that “we are saved by hope”, is stated in
Romans 8:24, Victor Frank in his book,
‘ M a n ’s Search for Meaning’, graphically
tells how he was able to survive the horro r s
of a Nazi Concentration Camp by focusing
on the hope of liberation and deliverance,
rather than on the suffering and death that
was happening all around him.

The minister frequently faces circum-
stances and situations that are discourag-
ing and defeating on the surface – a
scathing criticism, a financial reverse, a

lack of spiritual results and piling up of
people’s problems. To handle these diffi-
culties on the human level is impossible.
To fight with carnal weapon is useless.
Such an approach assures defeat. What is
needed is a spiritual solution. The first
step in spiritually solving any problem is
to transcend it – to get above. Don’t try to
slug it out on the fleshly level. Get in the
spiritual realm. How is this done? But
developing the “feeling that what is want-

ed will happen”. By exercising faith and
hope, remember that such a feeling will
not come automatically. It will come only
as a conscious act of the will.

Hope arises out of a concentration on
the good and positive things (Phil. 4:8).
We must not focus on the difficult; but on
the fact that God will bring deliverance.
To transcend a problem (to practice
hope) does not mean that we will leave
the problem; it simply means that by
viewing it from God’s perspective, we will
see it as it really is.

When we understand the true nature of
the problem, we will then be able to con-
front it properly.  Keep in mind however,
that this is not possible without first exer-
cising faith and hope.  We must under-
stand that it is hope that gives us the spir-
itual insights and power necessary to take
the fear out of the future.

BISHOP VG
CLARKE

In this picture taken April 8, 2011 members talk during a meeting of the Pentecosan declaration in
Landsberg am Lech, southern Germany. A year after a widespread sex scandal rocked Roman
Catholics in Pope Benedict XVI's homeland, German intellectuals and faithful alike are turning their
backs on the church, calling for change or simply leaving the congregation. (AP)

LOSING FAITH


	05262011_A01_Main_tri
	05262011_A02_Main_tri
	05262011_A03_Main_tri
	05262011_A04_Main_tri
	05262011_A05_Main_tri
	05262011_A06_Main_tri
	05262011_A07_Main_tri
	05262011_A08_Main_tri
	05262011_A09_Main_tri
	05262011_A10_Main_tri
	05262011_A11_Main_tri
	05262011_A12_Main_tri
	05262011_A13_Main_tri
	05262011_A14_Main_tri
	05262011_A20_Main_tri
	05262011_B01_Business_tri
	05262011_B02_Business_tri
	05262011_B03_Business_tri
	05262011_B04_Business_tri
	05262011_B05_Business_tri
	05262011_B07_Business_tri
	05262011_B08_Business_tri
	05262011_C28_Religion_tri
	05262011_C29_Religion_tri
	05262011_C30_Religion_tri
	05262011_C31_Religion_tri
	05262011_C32_Religion_tri

