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By TANEKA THOMPSON
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

THERE had been three pre-
vious outbreaks of fire in the
home that claimed the lives
of three children, a grief-
stricken mother has claimed.

The three victims were
among seven children who
were found “unresponsive” in
their Sandilands Village Road

home by firefighters.
As the four survivors recov-

er in hospital, The Tribune has
been told by the mother of
one of the dead children that
fires had broken out in the
home on three previous occa-
sions. 

In the incident before the
deadly blaze, neighbours were
able to douse the flames

ARDASTRA WELCOMES CARIBBEAN FLAMINGO CHICK Photo: Maria Govan

SEE page nine

POIGNANT REMINDER: Cuddly toys have been placed outside the
house where the fire tragedy occurred.
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By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

A top official at resort
development Baha Mar
remained coy over reports
that Deputy Commissioner
of Police Marvin Dames is
set to take up a plum post as
head of security. 

When asked if Mr Dames
will soon join the resort's
team, Vice-president of
External Affairs Robert

Sands would neither confirm
nor deny the report, saying
only that the property will
roll out its expanded execu-
tive team shortly. 

"Our goal at Baha Mar is
to hire as many talented
Bahamians as we can. We
have interviewed a number
of very promising people, we
will be announcing a num-
ber of new additions to our
rapidly expanding team very

A NEW CHICK IN TOWN – Ardastra
Gardens, Zoo & Conservation Centre
welcomed this fluffy little Caribbean
flamingo chick on May 13. She is the
first to be born in captivity there this
year. Although it is rare for flamingos
to be born and survive in captivity,
Ardastra’s success story has garnered
international attention.

“Our first live birth occurred in
2001 and for the past 10 years we
have had success with one to two
births every year,” said Richard
Roswell, director of animal care at
Ardastra, “We've had inquiries from
other zoos trying to understand why
we have been so fortunate.

“If there is a scientific answer, I
am not sure what it is,” he added, “I
like to think it's a natural and nurtur-
ing environment in which the parents
are non-threatened and the mother
is relaxed as the egg is gestating.”

The 44 flamingos in Ardastra’s
breeding programme have limited
contact with humans and Roswell
explained that flamingos take their
parenting responsibilities very seri-
ously. “Not only are they monoga-
mous," he said, “but they work so
hard at feeding the chick for the first
six to seven months that they actual-
ly get stressed.”

Feeding involves eating, digesting
and regurgitating a blood-red stream
of food known as crop-milk, ejected
from mom or pop's beak to the tiny
chick's open and eager mouth. The
food's colour helps to give the flamin-
go, born a grayish brown, its more
familiar pink colour. Once grown,
flamingos love company, feel better in
a crowd and are naturally sociable.
They can live up to 70 years. 

THE three-year-old girl injured when the wooden struc-
ture she lived in caught fire after midnight Monday has died
in hospital.

The child, who has not been named by police, was inside
the bedroom of the two-room structure in a Haitian village
off Golden Isles Road when it caught on fire. She was pulled

GIRL AGED THREE DIES FROM FIRE INJURIES

SEE page nine

REPORTS: DEPUTY POLICE COMMISSIONER SET
TO TAKE UP TOP SECURITY JOB AT BAHA MAR

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

POLICE have identified
the country’s latest murder
victims as Cyril Strachan Jr
and Ahmaad Babbs. 

Strachan Jr, 26, was shot
in the head while standing
with a group of men in his
Sunset Park neighbourhood
around 5:45pm Monday.  

The Alexander Road res-

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

POLICE shot down rumours that two
female employees of John Bull had been
arrested in connection with Sunday’s armed
robbery at the downtown luxury goods
store, however they did confirm that they
already have people in custody.

Late last night, lead investigators refused
to say how many people were being ques-

tioned or what their possible connection
to the daring heist may have been, though
they did express confidence that the matter
will be prosecuted shortly.

“We’ve had persons in and we will con-
tinue to pick up persons who we feel may
be in the position to assist us,” said Marvin
Dames, Deputy Commissioner of Police.

“While we’re still early in our investiga-

PEOPLE IN CUSTODY OVER JOHN BULL ROBBERY

SEE page nine

SEE page nine

POLICE NAME
LATEST TWO

MURDER VICTIMS

SEE page nine

MARVIN DAMES
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE

PwC Bahamas’ Financial Advisory Services Division, is expanding in the areas of Forensic Account-
ing, Business Recovery Services, Internal Audits and Operational Audits, and seeks a

Manager – Forensic Accounting
&

Senior Associate – Forensic Accounting

for the Nassau office. The successful candidates will be a part of a dynamic teamwhich provides Foren-
sic Accounting, Insolvency Related Services, Internal Audits and Operational Audits to our clients.

Duties and responsibilities will include:
• assisting in the management, coordination and delivery of the Firm’s forensic accounting
services;

• assisting with Business Recovery Services engagements;
• a typical assignment will include asset tracing, due diligence, forensic investigations and expert
reports and testimony;

• the successful applicant will also be instrumental in developing relationships with financial
institutions and lawyers and have knowledge and understanding of local laws;

• Significant experience in forensic accounting and in particular assignments involving financial
services and public sector entities.

Main core skills required for the role:
• Big Four or similar experience in delivering consulting services;
• Proven technical expertise in the area of forensic investigations, regulatory action, and
cross-border projects – previous experience in law enforcement will be a plus;

• Strong academic background, including education to degree level, and should be a
Chartered Accountant and or a Certified Fraud Examiner;

• Qualified Insolvency Practitioner qualification would be an advantage;
• Strong project management skills and experience running mid to large size assignments;
• Well developed and proven practice management skills;
• Strong commercial acumen and well developed analytical skills;
• Strong IT skills, preferably including Microsoft Suite as well as proficiency in management
information and database systems.

We offer:
• A highly respected, challenging job in a successful team
• A competitive compensation package commensurate with experience
• Continuous training and development
• International working environment

Please submit an application letter, with a curriculum vitae and other credentials, before May 31,
2011, to:

Human Capital Leader
“Manager – Forensic Accounting”

or
“Senior Associate – Forensic Accounting”

PricewaterhouseCoopers
P.O. Box N-3910

Nassau, The Bahamas

HOW SHOULD YOUR MONEY BE SPENT?
THE BUDGET 2011

M Hamilton, 83,
Englerston

AS parliamentarians begin their debate
on the new budget today, The Tribune hit
the streets to ask taxpayers in New Prov-
idence to weigh in on how they feel their
money should be spent and whether what
is presented in Parliament will impact
their vote in the next general election.

TALK
STREET

Valentino Edgecombe
Carmichael

Elizabeth Knowles, 35,
Killarney

Anwar, Marathon

Anwar, 22-year-old 
college student, Marathon

“I’m just looking for
realistic ideas and

things to happen. Instead of
hearing these extravagant
ideas that are never gonna
come through or sound good
on paper. I want to see some-
thing that’s going to be effec-
tive and real.”

Elizabeth Knowles,  
electrician, Killarney

“I want to know how
they will create more

jobs. They got these big pro-
jects but they’re not trickling
down to the small man. The
company I’m with has sent
out numerous bids but we’ve
heard nothing back. You see
all the construction get under-
way but there is still no work.
So the big projects don’t nec-
essarily mean more jobs.”

Anonymous, 62-year-old
construction engineer,
Seabreeze

“I’m most interested in
what kind of tax struc-

ture it will have, I was com-
pletely unhappy with the last
one. If they are taking a new
direction, such as an easement
of taxes or offering more jobs.
It’s difficult to pay taxes with-
out a job. I also want to know
the government’s fiscal posi-
tion and how they will recoup
all the back taxes. Whether
they will be able to finance
government activity without
borrowing.” 

M Hamilton, 83, Englerston

“I would like to see
more opportunities for

young people to have greater
responsibility. Give the young
people a chance to prove
themselves. If they make a
mistake or it doesn’t work out
then you can put in someone
older, but at least give them a
chance.”

Valentino Edgecombe, 21-
year-old college student,
Carmichael

“This will be my first
time voting so I

haven’t completely formulat-
ed my opinion yet. What I’d
like to see is jobs available for
Bahamians and future devel-
opment of the island. What
their future plans are.”

Samuel Rodgers Jr,
26, Pinewood

Samuel Rodgers Jr, 26-year-
old unemployed, Pinewood

“I would like to see
improvements in

sports and communities. I
have a degree and I’m unem-
ployed. I feel that there
should be more money spent
on people instead of the
roads. The budget is going
affect how I vote, absolute-
ly.”

Taran Dean 32, 
Bamboo Town

Taran Dean, 32-year-old
self-employed, Bamboo Town

“A lot of money
towards agriculture

and education is what I’d like
to see. So our people can be
smarter and achieve food
security and self-sufficiency.
It [agriculture] would also cut
down on the cost of food.”

Anonymous, 40-year-old
public servant, Carmichael

“The only thing I want
to see is something for

the public servants. Its been a
long time since public ser-
vants got promotions or incre-
ments. Politicians get big
salaries, BEC and BTC get
good contracts, no one is
negotiating for the public ser-
vant. I have a feeling we will
be neglected. This is one of
the reasons why morale con-
tinues to be low. If there were
performance appraisals you
would see that there are ded-
icated and hardworking peo-
ple in the public service. I
doubt it’s going to happen but
that’s what I’m hoping for.”
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A 40-year-old man is in
police custody after offi-
cers attached to the Cen-
tral Detective Unit found
him to be in possession of a
handgun and ammunition
Monday.

Police report that they
were patrolling the
Dowdeswell Street area
when they saw a man act-
ing suspiciously and
searched him.

Upon finding the
weapon, they arrested the
Essex Street resident.

DRUG ARREST 
Four other males are in

police custody following
two separate drug arrests.
At 3pm Monday a 50-year-
old man was searched
while on Ernest Street.
Police discovered a quanti-
ty of suspected marijuana
and arrested the York
Street resident.

Two teenagers and a 55-
year-old man are also in
police custody after offi-
cers on routine patrol at
3rd Street and Poinciana
Avenue saw them acting
suspiciously in a Honda
Aspire. 

Officers searched the car
and discovered a quantity
of suspected marijuana. 

All three were arrested
and police continue to
investigate. 

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff ReporteR
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

ATTORNEYS represent-
ing two unions that opposed
the sale of the Bahamas
Telecommunications Compa-
ny were given more time yes-
terday to “flesh out” their
grounds of appeal as they
seek to take their fight to the
Privy Council.

The Bahamas Communica-
tions and Public Officers
Union (BCPOU) and the
Bahamas Communications
Public Managers Union
(BCPMU) are seeking leave
of the appellate court to
appeal Supreme Court Jus-
tice Neville Adderley’s deci-
sion to strike out their appli-
cation. 

Joint
The BCPOU and the BCP-

MU had filed a joint action
in the Supreme Court ques-
tioning the government's right
to sell 51 per cent of the
phone company to Cable and
Wireless. Justice Adderley
ruled, however, that the
action was a nullity and that
the unions lacked the legal
capacity to institute and main-
tain the action in their own
names for the declarations
sought. That decision was sub-
sequently upheld by the Court
of Appeal.

Attorney Raynard Rigby
appeared in the Court of
Appeal yesterday on behalf
of Maurice Glinton. Accord-
ing to Mr Rigby, a notice of
motion seeking conditional
leave to appeal to the Privy
Council was filed on April 12.
The appellants are seeking to
have the writ, which was
struck out by the judge, rein-
stated.

Attorney Loren Klein who
represents BTC and the
Attorney General told the
court that the appellants were
seeking a stay of all proceed-
ings, including costs. He also
told the court that the appel-
lants had not elaborated on
their grounds of appeal.

Court of Appeal President
Anita Allen noted that the
court was minded to adjourn
the matter to allow the appel-
lants an opportunity to “flesh
out” their grounds of appeal
and adjourned the matter to
June 30. 

The government's $210 mil-
lion sale of the majority
shares of BTC to Cable and
Wireless Communications
was finalised last month and
Cable and Wireless Commu-
nications (CWC) has assumed
control of the telecommuni-
cations company.

Attorneys for unions fighting BTC sale
given more time for appeal arguments

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporters
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

INDUSTRIES and key workers
who suffered from budget cuts made
last year may be hoping for some
relief as the 2011/2012 budget is out-
lined today, but car dealer and
emerging political hopeful Ben
Albury is doubtful the situation will
improve for retailers in his indus-
try.

New car imports declined sharply
after the Excise Tax regime imposed
in last year’s budget raised import
duty on new cars and Mr Albury
said government revenue will have
declined as a result.

“Now we are finding out that the
decision has only backfired,” said
Mr Albury, operations manager at
Bahamas Bus and Truck in Mon-
trose Avenue and Democractic
National Alliance candidate for
Montagu.

“It has hurt the people, hurt the
businesses, and government is not
making the revenue it could be mak-
ing.”

The impact is evident on the roads
as drivers choose to buy older vehi-
cles rather than pay the higher price
of a new car, which may be safer
and better for the environment, Mr
Albury said.

But despite the perceived mistake
of raising import duty, Mr Albury
said he does not have much hope
for any changes to be announced.

“The only thing I can do is keep
my fingers crossed,” he said.

His sentiments will be shared by
many today, including members of
the mailboat industry, who suffered
subsidy reductions of ten per cent
last year, or $897,000 – from
$8,988,201 in 2009/2010 to $8,090,381
in 2010/2011.

Also agitating for change are the
petroleum retailers, who have been
lobbying government to increase
their gasoline margin by 68 per cent,
from 44 to 74 cents, and increase
their margin on diesel by 145 per
cent, from 19 to 47 cents.

Head of Bahamas Petroleum

Retailers Association (BPRA)
Oswald Moore said last month that
the gas and diesel service station
industry will “collapse entirely” if
adjustments are not made to price-
controlled mark-ups to beef up
retailers’ profits.

Union leaders are also hoping the
government will increase pay and
conditions for their employees, and
particularly social workers who have
expressed their dissatisfaction with
pay, workload and working condi-
tions in recent weeks. Bahamas Pub-

lic Service Union leader John Pinder
said the government promised to lift
its freeze on increments and pro-
motions within the civil service after
he met with Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham last week although it did
not commit to an across-the-board
salary increase.

However any financial increases
they receive could be offset by
reductions elsewhere, as former
Minister of State for Finance James
Smith expects Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham to announce a
planned deficit of as much as four
per cent of the country’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) in the
annual budget.

Cost-cutting
But while cost-cutting may be

expected, negotiations with those
affected may not, the DNA party
hopeful warned.

Mr Albury said the FNM govern-
ment bypassed the opportunity to
discuss their cost-cutting plans with
experienced dealers at the BMDA
and reference their data when estab-
lishing the tax brackets for import
duty on new vehicles, which would
have allowed them to reach a more
reasonable middle ground.

It was not until after the tax rise
was announced that government
officials met with the BMDA and
agreed to adjust plans to consoli-
date the Excise Tax regime from
two rates - 85 per cent for vehicles
with an engine capacity above
2,500cc and 65 per cent for autos
with a capacity of 2,000cc or less – by
introducing a 75 per cent rate for
mid-sized vehicles with an engine
capacity between 2,000 and 2,500cc.

“Based on the type of decision
making that I’m seeing I don’t see a
real touch between the government
and the business community,” Mr
Albury said.

“I don’t see a desire on their part
to form a partnership rather than a
dictatorship.”

Key workers hit by budget
cuts last year hoping for relief

PRE-BUDGET NEWS

Officers of the
Central Detective 
Unit make a
firearm arrest

Police
briefs

JAMES SMITH

PRIME MINISTER HUBERT INGRAHAM

JOHN PINDER

DEMONSTRATION: Pro-
testors against the sale of
BTC carry signs in down-
town Nassau in this file
photo by Jessica Robert-
son.



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Mr Dwayne Cartwright, an
employee of the Department
of Environmental Health has
been murdered by senseless
thugs that are running wild
on our streets. Just think a
direct attack on the Govern-
ment and one of its civil ser-
vants. The senseless murder
of an employee tending to the
people’s business! Three chil-
dren left without a father, as
the system collapses.

So I ask the Minister of
National Security and the
Current Administration: Was
this drug related? Was it gang
related? Was it domestic vio-
lence? The Government has
been quick to shrug off our
escalating crime rate by blam-
ing one of the above factors,
always promising to present
a detailed plan to fight crime
sometime in the near future.

Yes we are suffering from a
breakdown in the family, a
complete breakdown of our
society! Yes we are suffering
from the drug and gun trade!
Yes we lack fathers in the
home! But the time in which
we find ourselves, does not
allow for a long term solution
in and of itself. A long term
plan will not address the cur-
rent monsters on the streets
that have no regard for
human life. There is only one
solution and that is for the
state to enforce capital pun-
ishment.

No the government cannot
prevent or stop crime. I agree!
So please don’t push this old
line down our throat. Only
Jesus himself can change the
heart of a man who will gun
another human down over the
almighty dollar! However, the
government of the Bahamas,
our elected leaders and those
that serve in cabinet, have the
responsibility to carry out
whatever is necessary to deal
with a minority of criminals
who have placed the majority
of citizens in fear. We change
laws around this town at the
drop of a hat. The Privy
Council certainly isn’t hiding
behind bars and living under
the constant threat of crime.
Yet they want to speak down
to us about being inhumane.
Give me a break!

Recently, we have had sev-
eral murder cases thrown out
by the courts. 

So the question must be
asked, do we need outside
assistance?

Too much pride is killing
the Bahamas. Countries all
over the world accept outside
assistance when they experi-
ence a crisis. 

And the current manner in
which innocent people are
being slaughtered on our
streets is a crisis indeed!
What is so wrong with seeking
outside help to assist the
CDU or the Prosecutor’s
Office? 

All throughout this coun-
try we allow foreign profes-
sionals to come in and pro-
vide their expertise. 

Why we even have outside
help to build roads and con-

struct our airport. We deemed
it necessary to seek outside
help to run our telecommu-
nications system, but don’t
feel that perhaps help is need-
ed to manage some of these
murder cases. Can you imag-
ine we import foreign help to
construct a roadway, but
refuse to seek help to solve
the murder of innocent peo-
ple! Don’t forget, there are
unresolved cases where inno-
cent people have been mur-
dered. Will our pride cause
us to fall?

It is common knowledge
that criminals have no fear of
the Justice System or the con-
sequences for their
actions. Most are just moving
through a revolving door.

We have clearly failed,
when the only justice being
administered is justice on the
streets! How far will the blood
flow?

JEROME R PINDER
Nassau,
May 19, 2011. 
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JERUSALEM — After a tense White House
meeting and four speeches by the leaders of the
U.S. and Israel, the Israeli-Palestinian picture is
becoming clearer: a resumption of peace negoti-
ations is improbable, and the Palestinians seem
headed to the United Nations to get recognition
instead. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's speech Tuesday before a supportive
U.S. Congress was remarkable in its way: the
right-winger who once opposed even timid peace
moves promised to be the first to recognize Pales-
tine one day. But it also made clear to the Pales-
tinians that his vision of their future state falls
far short of what they want. Their reaction, pre-
dictably, was scathing.

The Palestinians also face a challenge from the
United States. While much has been made of the
tension between Netanyahu and President Barack
Obama at a meeting last week, the Palestinians
also heard an identical message from both: Peace
must be negotiated, so don't go to the U.N.

They may ultimately drop the gambit if they
conclude it promises to be a messy affair with a
vague outcome.  But almost no one on the ground
believes negotiations between the Israeli and
Palestinian leaderships can lead to an agreement.
And both have set conditions for even restarting
talks that are unlikely to be met.

First, Netanyahu is demanding that Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas cancel the three-
week-old reconciliation agreement between his
moderate Fatah party and the Hamas militant
group.   Hamas kicked Abbas' forces out of pow-
er in Gaza four years ago, and it still rules the
coastal strip with an iron fist.

Israel — like the U.S. — views Hamas as a ter-
rorist group bent on its destruction.  Despite occa-
sional hints of moderation, Hamas is unlikely
anytime soon to bend to demands that it accept
Israel, give up terrorism and adopt past peace
accords.

There is a way around the Hamas issue: Take
Abbas at his word that he is the negotiator, rep-
resenting the umbrella Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization, and not just the Palestinian Authority
government.  But Netanyahu chose not to take it.

The unity deal may yet fall apart for other
reasons, but it is key to Abbas because it enables
him to say he represents all Palestinians, including
those in Gaza. If he goes ahead with an appeal for
recognition at the U.N. in September, Palestinian
unity will be a key building block of his case.

Second, the Palestinians continue to demand
Israel freeze new construction in Jewish settle-
ments. With East Jerusalem included in this along
with the West Bank, that means freezing con-
struction in areas where about a half-million
Israelis live.  Netanyahu opposes that on principle.
He allowed a 10-month slowdown on settlement
construction to expire in September, resulting in
a collapse in negotiations. And in Tuesday's
speech to Congress, he referred to the West Bank
as the Jews' historical heartland and vowed nev-
er to divide Jerusalem.

The Palestinians are sticking to this demand.
This equation might have changed if the Pales-

tinians found enough to be tempted by in the
visions of peace outlined in the four speeches:
Obama's on Thursday and Sunday, and
Netanyahu's on Monday and Tuesday.

Obama may have hoped to achieve just that
when he said in his first speech that a peace deal
must be based on the pre-1967 lines, and that
elicited plaudits from the Palestinians and shock
in Israel. It accounted for the tension in his meet-
ing Friday with Netanyahu, who afterward lec-
tured the U.S. president on Mideast history in
front of the cameras.  But Obama also mentioned
mutually agreed land swaps — a point that throws
much open to discussion and which he ampli-
fied, apparently to the Israelis' satisfaction, in his
second speech. The net result is a sense that bor-
ders based on the pre-1967 lines have yet to be
negotiated, and the devil will be in the details. It's
a nuanced U.S. nod to Abbas, but probably not a
gamechanger for the Palestinians.

Netanyahu embraced Palestinian statehood in
his speech to Congress, speaking warmly of his
neighbours' progress toward building institutions
in the past two years, convincingly explaining
why Israel must not rule the Palestinians, and
promising to be the first to recognize an inde-
pendent Palestine when the time is right.

He also said he knows some settlements will be
abandoned in any feasible deal — hardly a revo-
lutionary concept, but the clearest such state-
ment from him.  To hear such words from any
Israeli leader — let alone one from the right —
would have been deeply startling just a few years
ago.  Now, it seems to be too little, too late.

Netanyahu refused to agree explicitly to a
deal based on 1967, although he seems to harbour
few illusions that this is, more or less, what must
be done. That would have been a gesture toward
Obama, not just the Palestinians.

He ruled out any division of Jerusalem, where
Palestinians want the occupied eastern sector to be
their capital. The complications there are huge: the
Old City, which is in the occupied part, is holy not
only to Jews and Muslims but to Christians as
well. And about 200,000 Israelis live on occupied
Jerusalem land surrounding the Arab core, ren-
dering the city an ethnically mixed jumble.

He called on Abbas to tell Palestinians that
Israel is the Jewish state.  And he ruled out any
return to Israel of Palestinian refugees or their
descendants, even though the right of return is a
demand the Palestinians seem to be sticking to
despite widespread expectations that they will
ultimately drop it.  However, the Palestinians are
still trying to figure out how to navigate the world
body's maze of procedures and politics. 

In the end, they may get little more than
observer status as a "non-member state" — far
less than what they hoped for and lacking the
ability to help them challenge the legality of
Israel's continuing occupation. 

But it may give them enough of a tail wind to
spark mass protests in the West Bank and along
Israel's borders, to spur discussion of boycotts
against Israel and to isolate the Jewish state in
myriad ways.

Another armed uprising is not being discussed
by Palestinian leaders, but with today's Middle
East in the throes of change and foment, it cannot
be discounted.   Unarmed mass protests could eas-
ily spin out of control.

Israel does not take any of this lightly. 
(This article was written by Dan Perry of the

Associated Press).

Another 
devastating 

blow for 
Bahamians

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Little change after lots of Mideast talk

EDITOR, The Tribune.

The John Bull robbery news was a sickening one today. Where
were the police in the city on a big cruise ship and sun-lit day – Sun-
day, May 22, 2011?

How bandits could commit such a monumental and brazenly seri-
ous crime and are not caught in our beloved capital?

Something is critically wrong with this picture. Do the police take
Sunday as a legitimate working day?

Why are we in such a reactive rather than proactive mode when
it comes to addressing the shameless criminals and their danger-
ously outrageous crimes in The Bahamas?

Things are really out of control in our society when we do not
recognise the importance of protecting our bread and butter –
the tourists.

The town should always be swarming with police; especially
when we have lots of visitors in the place.

It looks like we have a lot of trigger-happy traffic cops in Nassau
who are solely concerned about writing-up and harassing natives
and jitney drivers; so, the robbers would always have a field day.

Why is it that we cannot get it right when it comes to law
enforcement versus the big-time criminals in the Bahamas?

Is there a political conspiracy to embarrass the Bahamas Gov-
ernment and the upper-management of the Royal Bahamas Police
Force through nasty criminal activity such as the John Bull rob-
bery? I would not be surprised if the answer is found to be in the
affirmative.

DENNIS ARTHUR DAMES
Nassau,
May 23, 2011.

WHERE WERE THE POLICE WHEN
BANDITS STRUCK AT JOHN BULL?

         



By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

ˆ
THE number of cholera

cases and associated deaths
in both Haiti and now the
Dominican Republic con-
tinues to rise, and although
Bahamian immigration and
public health officials are
closely monitoring the situ-
ation they are satisfied with
the current measures and
protocols that are in place
to protect The Bahamas.

According to the Associ-
ated Press, the number of
new cases of cholera in the
Dominican Republic has
increased by 50 per cent
since the middle of May.
The local physician’s union
says cholera cases have been
confirmed in 28 of the island

nation’s 32 provinces. 
Cholera was first detect-

ed in the Dominican Repub-
lic following the outbreak in
neighbouring Haiti last
October which has claimed
nearly 5,000 deaths in Haiti.

Director of Immigration
Jack Thompson said follow-
ing the outbreak of cholera
in Haiti, Bahamian govern-
ment ministries “immedi-
ately moved into high gear”
on how to approach the
matter, establishing precau-
tions, protocols and carry-
ing out workshops and sem-
inars for officers stationed
at all ports of entry.

He said “we have been
working with the Ministry
of Health to ensure the safe-
ty and health security of offi-
cers and the general public.”

According to Mr Thomp-

son, his department is guid-
ed by local health authori-
ties in terms of how to exe-
cute safety protocols and
guard against the threat of
cholera.

“I am satisfied and have
full confidence in the Min-
istry of Health however we
never let our guard down,”
said Mr Thompson.

He said they are aware of
what is going on in Haiti and
the Dominican Republic
and will continue to moni-
tor the situation. 
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BY DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A
Supreme Court jury has
found Lavardo Rahming
and Shavardo McPhee guilty
of the 2008 murder and
armed robbery of Abaco
grocery store cashier Dion
Strachan.

McPhee was present in
court to hear the verdict, but
Rahming, who was on
$35,000 bail, failed to show
up and a bench warrant was
issued for his arrest.

On Monday, a jury of
eight women and four men
brought back a unanimous
guilty verdict on the murder
charge against the pair. They
also came back with a guilty
verdict by a vote of 9-3 on
the armed robbery charge. 

The jury was unable to
reach a verdict in the case
of Jermaine Russell, who
was charged with conspiracy
to commit armed robbery.
He will remain on bail until
September 1 when the pros-
ecution will decide whether
to drop the charges or pro-
ceed with other charges
against him.

Dion Strachan was shot
and killed on November 27,
2008 during an armed rob-
bery at the M&R Foodstore
in Marsh Harbour, Abaco
where he was employed as a
cashier.  

Five men were initially
charged in the matter. Dur-
ing the course of the trial
the prosecution withdrew
the charges against Calvin
Edgecombe, 24, and Dario
Mills, 24.   

On May 2, Edgecombe

was discharged of murder,
armed robbery, and two
counts of firearm possession
and two counts of ammuni-
tion possession. He was rep-
resented by Simeon Brown. 

Mills, who was represent-
ed by J Henry Bostwick, was
discharged on May 19 of
charges of conspiracy to
commit armed robbery.

Rahming was represent-
ed by Carlson Shurland and
McPhee and Russell were
represented by Murrio
Ducille. 

McPhee is expected to be
sentenced on September 1
once probation and psychi-
atric reports have been com-
pleted. 

Justice Hartman presided
over the matter. Prosecutors
Vernal Collie, Erica Kemp,
and Olivia Blatch appeared
on behalf of the Crown.

Pair found guilty of 
murder, armed robbery
of grocery store cashier

COURT NEWS
SUPREME COURT: Lavardo Rahming and Shavardo McPhee

By LAMECH JOHNSON

The Progressive Liberal Par-
ty candidate for Killarney is
hoping voters’ disenchantment
with the current government’s
style of leadership will help
lead him to victory in the
upcoming general election.

Jerome Gomez officially
launched his campaign Friday,
reiterating a critique of the
goverment’s performance that
he had made in early March
at a rally in Golden Gates. 

“My fellow Bahamians,
these are dark times in our
beloved Bahamaland. We are
being attacked on every front.
Crime is at an all time high!
Unemployment is a runaway
train! The economy is in shambles. More and
more Bahamians are falling below the pover-
ty line. There seems to be no end to this mis-
ery. The Bahamian spirit is at an all time low!
Broken and battered by this uncaring govern-
ment. And instead of lifting up the Bahamian
spirit, all this government does is to build
roads, and more roads. Roads that really get us
nowhere fast."

During his address to party
supporters, members and con-
stiuents, he also discussed his
allegiance to the PLP.

“Tonight, surrounded by
family, friends, and well wish-
ers, I pledge my loyalty to the
PLP, the leadership and its
memership. I pledge that I will
uphold the principles and
philosophies of this great party.
I pledge to uphold the tenants
of the constitution of our
Bahamaland.”

He added that he believes
loyalty to be “a two-way
street.”

“And as I am loyal to the
party and its members and its
leadership, I would hope they
also would be loyal to me.”

The Killarney constituency is currently rep-
resented in the House of Assembly by Health
Minister Dr Hubert Minnis. The newly formed
Democratic National Alliance has pledged to
run a full slate, but has not yet announced the
name of its candidate for the Killarney seat.

Gomez said although he knows it will be a
battle, he is sure that he will return the seat to
the PLP in the 2012 general election.

PLP candidate hoping to capitalise
on voter dismay with government

(AP Photo/Manuel Diaz)
CHOLERA CRISIS: Two boys play cards outside their home that sits next to an open sewage canal in the
La Cienega slum in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Tuesday May 17, 2011. A wave of new cholera
cases, with two deaths in recent days, has prompted the Dominican health authorities to declare a state
of alert in 17 neighborhoods in the capital. The disease had not been detected in the country until after the
outbreak in neighboring Haiti in October 2010 when fourteen people died and 750 were infected. 

BAHAMIAN OFFICIALS REMAIN ON
ALERT AS HAITI CHOLERA DEATHS RISE

JEROME GOMEZ

ROAD PROJECT: A sign marks out this Black Olive Tree in Cable Beach. Trees in the area are being uproot-
ed and will be replanted as work gets under way for the road project in the Cable Beach area.

TREES MAKE WAY FOR ROAD PROJECT
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CELEBRATION: Some of the more than 200 Latin American travel professionals descended on the Sandals Royal Bahamian property in Nassau to celebrate Copa Airlines inaugural direct flight from
Panama to the Bahamas.

TARGETING SOUTH AMERICA: Pictured left to right Copa Air’s Manager of Operations Karla Guillén Sandals Vice President of Marketing, Warren Cohen, Sandals Business Devel-
opment Manager Silvio Paez, and Sandals Royal Bahamian GM Patrick Drake.

TOURISM officials antici-
pate new direct flight service
between Panama and Nassau
will bring an additional 14,500
stayover visitors in its first
year.

The additional visitors
brought in by Copa Airlines
are expected to spend 37,000
room nights in The Bahamas
and boost hotel revenues by
more than $7 million a year.

More than 200 Latin Amer-
ican travel professionals came
to Nassau to celebrate the
inaugural flight and were
treated to an evening at San-
dals Island.

Sandals Royal Bahamian
has been targeting the South
American market for several
years and the all-inclusive
resort’s general manager
Patrick Drake said the direct
flight will provide numerous
opportunities for the Bahami-
an market. He explained that
it is often difficult for trav-
ellers from that region to
obtain US visas and the direct
flights eliminate the need to
travel by way of the United
States to get to The Bahamas. 

During the event at San-
dals, Copa Airline Manager
of Operations Karla Guillén
predicted that the Bahamas
will become a popular desti-
nation with South American
travellers.

She said that the airline
expects high load factors from
the outset. The aircraft that
will be making the journey
between Panama and the
Bahamas has a maximum
capacity of 94 passengers.

The airline will provide
return flights every Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday from Panama to
Nassau.

The Latin American travel
executives came from all over
Latin America, including such
countries as Puerto Rico,
Brazil, Panama and Mexico.

Ms Guillén said that her
time at Sandals and in the
country at large was wonder-
ful and praised the friendli-
ness and high quality of ser-
vice from the Bahamian peo-
ple.

Sandals optimistic about Copa Airlines direct flight

FIVE students from Deep Creek Middle
School (DCMS) have been awarded schol-
arships to attend boarding schools in the
United States. 

The five will begin their studies abroad
in the autumn, bringing the total number of
students to receive this award to 24 in the
school’s 10-year history. 

The students are Benjamin Williams, of
Palmetto Point, Kristen Rolle, of Deep
Creek, Megan Sweeting, of Green Castle,
Anna McCartney, of Tarpum Bay  and
Aliece Goodman, of Tarpum Bay. 

In four years, almost $1million has been
awarded in scholarship and aid packages for
students. 

At $230,000 per year, this is the highest
amount of aid ever given in one year to
DCMS graduates. 

Principal Dr Joanna Paul said: “Each year,
we have to raise $230,000 to run the school.

So it is nice to see that the investment that
others have made in the past is continuing to
be invested in these students. 

Valuable
“It shows how valuable our DCMS grad-

uates are worldwide.”
Since 2002, DCMS graduates have

received $2.25million in scholarships for sec-
ondary education.

"I am extremely proud of Megan and the
other students for their achievements. 

“This represents a great opportunity for
these students to further their education and
will open doors for their continued success-
es down the road," remarked parent
Bernadette Sweeting, of Green Castle.

DCMS is currently accepting applications
for the 2011-2012 school year.

STUDENTS FROM DEEP CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL
AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS TO ATTEND US SCHOOLS

 



By LAMECH JOHNSON

NEW graduates of the
College of the Bahamas
were congratulated for hav-
ing the determination to stay
in school through the cur-
rent economic crisis.

At COB's 2011 graduate
awards ceremony, guest
speaker and college alumni
Raymond Wells gave the
award recipients well wishes
and words of encourage-
ment during his speech in
the Performing Arts Centre.

Mr Wells, deputy director
and vice-president of infor-
mation technology at the
National Insurance Board,
told the students they are
“true gems of the
Bahamas.”

“In a time where the
country was at a low eco-
nomic point and many per-
sons are without a gainful
employment, you continued
your educational journey
because you knew the
importance of a tertiary edu-
cation. 

“You knew the impor-
tance of a COB education,”
said Mr Wells, who is also
COB's 2006 graduating class
valedictorian.

“You sacrificed not only
your time and effort, but
also in many cases your lim-

ited financial resources.
Speaking from experience
and having sat where you
now sit, your efforts are not
in vain.” 

The deputy director told
the graduates this year's
theme “Overcoming Chal-
lenges, Embracing Oppor-
tunities” is fitting to current
economic problems facing
the country. 

He also praised the insti-
tution for its high standards
of excellence and quoted
former professors who once
said “We are readying you
for the job market and COB
students are second to
none”.

COB's President Dr Bet-

sy Boze said the college
appreciates the effort it took
for the awardees to reach
this point, and she also
acknowledged their family
and friends for their support.

“We all have support sys-
tems and we all have those
who have supported us. 

“We need and appreciate
that support as a stimulus
for their success. 

“So thank you for sup-
porting our academic stars.

Continue to be the wind
beneath their wings as they
sail through the seas of life.”

Thirty-eight graduates
were presented with plaques
donated by 39 corporate
sponsors. 

Winning awards from the
school of business, were
Mandelia Morris, Nikera
Dean, Kristi Miramontes,
Ileana Thompson, Craig
Frazier Jr and Deborah Fer-
guson Davis. From the

School of Chemistry, Envi-
ronmental and Life Sci-
ences; Jasmine Johnson and
Isaiah Rolle. For the School
of Communication and Cre-
ative Arts were Shavincia
Thomas,  Khia Poitier, Nico-
lette Turnquest, Devaughn
Anderson, and Lamech
Johnson.

Culinary and Hospitality
Management Institute
awardees were Tanya Mar-
shall, Tishana Saunders,
Leshea Jones, Wendy
Miller, Mikiayala and
Dames. Education awardees
were Terishka Cleare,
Lynette Gibbs, Allyson
Levarity, Daria Johnson,
Answa Armbrister, Cora
Colebroke, Rico Munroe
and Demetra Moss. English

Studies winner was Darion
Spence. Patrick Russell and
Pasquin Rahming won
awards for school of Math,
Physics and Technology.

Liatera Laing, Pearl Aki-
bon and Deshan Woodside
won school of Nursing and
Allied Health Profession
awards. From the school of
Social Sciences, Reva Shar-
ma, Tamika Davis, Jennifer
Williams and Daria
Delancey were winners. The
scholar athlete award was
presented to Collette Pick-
stock. 

Other students who did
not receive programme or
school awards received dis-
tinction cords for having a
cumulative GPA of 3.51 or
greater.
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COB graduates praised for staying
in school during economic crisis

HONOURED: HONOURED: Awardees receive a plaque. The president is in the back-
ground.

Fred Mitchell
receives blessing 
as he launches his

re-election campaign
HANDS-ON APPROACH: Fox Hill MP Fred Mitchell is
pictured receiving a blessing from Reverend Carl Rah-
ming during a ceremony at the Faith Mission Church
of God as he officially launched his re-election cam-
paign.  

Progressive Liberal Party Leader Perry Christie,
Deputy Leader Philip Davis and the PLP’s Parliamen-
tary Caucus attended the service. 

Mr Mitchell said he wanted to get his campaign
off to a good start as he committed himself to fight for
young people, build the community, and to support the
cultural integrity of Fox Hill.

(Photo by Andrew Burrows)

THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS

PRESENTATION: Khia Poitier is presented with a plaque.

 



IT IS glaringly obvi-
ous that anything
Barrack Obama says
as president of the

United States will generate
howls of protest and chants
of condemnation from the
increasingly immoderate
rightwing – without any
rhyme or reason – especially
reason.

We have only to consider
the hoo-hah over Obama's
recent attempt to explain US
policy towards the Arab
Spring, with specific reference
to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. 

His effort to bring some
clarity to the issues and
address the difficult decisions
that confront both sides was
instantly pilloried by critics. 

"The status quo is unsus-
tainable," Obama said last
week.

"The international commu-
nity is tired of an endless
process that never produces

an outcome. The dream of a
Jewish and democratic state
cannot be fulfilled with per-
manent occupation... And

Palestinians will never realize
their independence by deny-
ing the right of Israel to exist."

The core of his message
was that no peace can be
imposed, nor can endless
delay make the problem go
away. "What America and
the international community
can do is state frankly what
everyone knows: a lasting
peace will involve two states
for two peoples...The borders
of Israel and Palestine should
be based on the 1967 lines
with mutually agreed swaps,
so that secure and recognized
borders are established for
both states."

There was nothing radical
in this speech, other than its
open and balanced exposition
placing the conflict within the
context of the revolutionary
upheavals now taking place
in the Arab world. Obama's
position on the 1967 borders
is no more than a restatement
of what George W Bush said
in 2002, that a final peace deal
would end “the Israeli occu-
pation that began in 1967.”

President Obama was
exercising leadership on this
issue, which is usually
addressed in a non-partisan
way. As he told the Ameri-
can-Israel Public Affairs
Committee: "I will work to
help Israel achieve the goal
of two states living side by
side in peace and security.
And I won't wait until the
waning days of my presiden-
cy. You and I know that we
must do more than stand
still."

History shows that parti-
tion has always been the
accepted answer to the Pales-
tinian question, ever since the
British mandate in the 1930s
in fact.  In 1947 it was the
solution recommended by the
United Nations – accepted by
the Jews, but rejected by the
Arabs. 

And Israel's 1967 borders
have been the starting point
for negotiations ever since the
Six-Day War that changed
them.

This is a principle that has

been recognised by successive
Israeli governments, US
administrations, the Arab
League and the rest of the
international community.

Less than three years ago
former prime minister Ehud
Olmert told the Israeli parlia-
ment: "We must give up Arab
neighbourhoods in Jerusalem
and return to the core of the
territory that is the State of
Israel prior to 1967, with
minor corrections dictated by
the reality created since
then."

And in a recent book, for-
mer president Jimmy Carter –
who helped negotiate the
Camp David Accords 33
years ago – argued that the
only effective approach to the
Palestinian problem is the
two-state solution first pro-
posed almost a century ago –
partition of the Holy Land
between Arabs and Jews.

In Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid, Carter – who was
president from 1976 to 1980
and now runs the humanitar-
ian Carter Centre – traced the
history of Arab-Israeli nego-
tiations since Camp David,
which produced an historic
peace treaty between Israel
and Egypt that is still in force.
The agreement was based on
unanimous UN resolutions
after the 1967 and 1973 Arab-
Israeli wars. 

According to Carter, the
basic premise of the UN res-
olutions "is that Israel's acqui-
sition of territory by force is
illegal and that Israel must
withdraw from occupied ter-
ritories; that Israel has the
right to live in peace within
secure and recognised bound-
aries; that the refugee prob-
lem must be settled; and that
the international community
must assist with negotiations
to achieve a just and durable
peace in the Middle East."

Before he was elected,
Carter had been invited to vis-
it Israel by Yitzhak Rabin, the
military hero of the 1967 Six-
day War who was later, as
prime minister, to sign the
1993 Oslo peace agreement
with Yasser Arafat. Rabin
was assassinated for his efforts
by a Jewish extremist two
years later.  The prevailing
view among Israeli leaders
back then, Carter said, was
that the occupied territories
should be kept only until they
could be traded for a secure
peace with the Arabs. There
were about 1500 Jewish set-
tlers in these areas at the time
of his 1973 visit. But today,
they number more than
300,000 out of a total West
Bank population of some 2
million.

"The Camp David
Accords signed by (Egyptian
President Anwar) Sadat and
(Israeli Prime Minister Men-
achem) Begin... reconfirmed a
specific commitment to hon-
our UN resolutions
which...call for Israel's with-
drawal from occupied territo-
ries...and the recognition of
the Palestinian people as a
separate political entity,"
Carter wrote.  "Everyone
knew that if Israel began
building new settlements, the
promise to grant the Pales-
tinians full autonomy would
be violated."

Fast forward to the present
– when, Carter says, the
Israelis are unilaterally build-
ing a wall of imprisonment
within Palestinian territory to
impose "a system of partial
withdrawal, encapsulation and
apartheid on the Muslim and
Christian citizens of the occu-
pied territories."

"It is obvious that the
Palestinians will be left with
no territory in which to estab-
lish a viable state, but com-
pletely enclosed within the
barrier and the occupied Jor-
dan River Valley."

The Israeli-Palestinian
issue is the principal fault line
in world conflict today, but
Carter pointed out that the
Camp David Accords show
that diplomacy can bring last-
ing peace between ancient
enemies. And the main point
is that all of the initiatives that
followed Camp David contain
key common elements –- the
same elements that were
enunciated by President Oba-
ma last week.

According to Carter, the
two big obstacles to peace are
the belief of some Israelis that
they have the right to confis-
cate Palestinian land, and the
reaction of some Palestinians
who honour suicide bombers
as martyrs. 

The key requirements for
peace are that the security of
Israel must be guaranteed
within a permanent legal
boundary, and the sovereign-
ty of all nations in the region
must be honoured.

Over the years, public
opinion surveys have shown
that a majority of Israelis
favour withdrawing from

Palestinian territory in
exchange for peace, and
recent polls have shown that
most Palestinians also want a
two-state agreement.

"The bottom line is this,"
Carter said. 

"Peace will come to Israel
and the Middle East only
when the Israeli government
is willing to comply with inter-
national law...All Arab
nations must pledge to hon-
our Israel's right to live in
peace under these condi-
tions."

During the last Bush
administration, Secretary of
State Condoleeza Rice called
for a comprehensive settle-
ment similar to a proposal
adopted at an Arab summit
in 2002. 

At that time, the Arabs
offered peace with Israel if it
withdrew from the territories
seized in 1967. In return, all
Arab states would finally
recognise Israel's right to exist
within secure borders. 

Although late in coming,
this Arab position is compat-
ible with US government pol-
icy, previous agreements
approved by Israeli govern-
ments, and international
diplomatic initiatives going
back 44 years.

So how is it that Obama's
eloquent restatement of these
principles is cause for such
alarm amongst the American
and Israeli right?

What do you think? Send
comments to 

larry@tribunemedia.net
Or visit 
www.bahamapundit.com 

LOCAL NEWS

PAGE 8, WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2011                                                                                                                                                  THE TRIBUNE

Why the alarm over Obama’s eloquent
restatement of Mideast peace principles?

EXERCISING LEADERSHIP: US President Barack Obama

"The bottom line is this,
Peace will come to Israel

and the Middle East only
when the Israeli government
is willing to comply with
international law...All Arab
nations must pledge to hon-
our Israel's right to live in
peace under these condi-
tions."

Jimmy Carter

YASSER ARAFAT EHUD OLMERT
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‘Three other fires’ 
at house of death

before anyone was hurt.
The 34-year-old mother-of-

four lost her oldest child – her
six-year-old daughter – and
two other youngsters she
cared for as if her own when a
fire ripped through their two-
bedroom apartment on May,
11. 

Her three remaining chil-
dren and one child born to
another woman are still in
hospital for treatment for
severe smoke inhalation and
minor burns stemming from
the May 11 tragedy.   

The mother left Nassau for
New York in January to
spend time with family after a
relative died. She does not
have legal status to live in the
US.

She left her children
behind, but had tried to
secure travel visas for them
so the youngsters could join
her in the US and live a better
life, she said. 

Now, she says she is guilt-
ridden because she could do
nothing to save their innocent
lives.

Tragedy struck before she
could move her children and
now the young mother can-

not legally travel to be at the
children's beside in hospital
and has to rely on updates on
the children's health from
friends.  

"From May 11, I have been
going crazy. I'm in bad shape,
I did not eat, did not sleep, I
just cry every day," said the
woman, who did not want to
be named for fear of being
deported.

"I blame myself, if I was
there maybe when the fire
started, I would be able to
take them out. It's a terrible
death they died, they're not
coming back. Those children
are the ones who keep me
going, this is for them, I came
here for them, now they are
gone.  

"One month before the
children died, a fire started
three times, this is the fourth
fire in the shop. A month ago
there was a fire, when he (the
father) come he find two boys
putting water on the fire," she
said.  

The woman, of Haitian
descent, began dating the chil-
dren's father eight years ago.
She bore him four children,
and looked after the three
youngsters he had from a pre-
vious relationship once the
pair moved in together. 

For years the family lived
in the cramped apartment,
with the living room dedicat-
ed to their father's home-
based electronic repair busi-
ness. 

Although money was tight,
the youngsters did well in
school and had bright dreams
for the future. 

"Adderley was the nice
one, he died, he's not my son
but he's really smart he likes
school, he knows everything
he was the one who always
helped me clean. 

"Mallory is my baby girl,
she's six, she died. She smart
in math, and she tell me she
going be like Tyra Banks, a
model. She ask me for all kind
of things I could not give to
her because I'm not working,"
said the woman, her voice
cracking as she spoke of two
of the dead children.

As she struggles to cope
with the devastation that has
hit her family, the mother said
she wants people to know she
did not run out on her family. 

"A good mother always try
to find a way to make her
children happy, I did not
abandon my children, I want-
ed them to see more in life,
more beauty, a better life
that’s why I stayed in the US."

FROM page one

NOT FORGOTTEN: Toys mark the scene of the tragedy.

soon," was all Mr Sands
would say. 

Yesterday afternoon, how-
ever, Mr Sands revealed that
Vaughn Roberts had left the
Downtown Nassau Partner-
ship and was returning to
Baha Mar as Vice President
of Corporate Finance and
Treasury for Baha Mar. (See
Tribune Business for more).

Yesterday Mr Dames was
tightlipped about his impend-
ing departure from the Royal
Bahamas Police Force telling
The Tribune that he has been
"so busy" fighting crime he
has not had much time to
think about anything else. 

"I've been so consumed try-
ing to deal with crime," he
said, when asked of his future
plans. 

A shake-up within the top
brass of the Royal Bahamas
Police Force is looming fol-
lowing Mr Dames' resigna-
tion, which The Tribune
understands to be effective
June 1. 

Starting next Monday, cur-
rent officer-in-charge of the
Central Detective Unit Super-
intendent Leon Bethel will
oversee a larger and more
critical department, the Cen-
tral Division. Superintendent
Paul Rolle, who is currently
stationed at the Carmichael
Road division, is tapped to

replace Mr Bethel. 
Top on Mr Bethel's agenda

is motivating officers in the
Central Division and max-
imising manpower to counter
crime and robberies in the
tourist hub – like Sunday's
heist at jewellery store John
Bull.  

"I'm honoured I'm going
to take over. I've been in the
police force 33 years and I
have 31 years in CDU alone. I
really appreciate the change,
now I have to be more specif-
ic to the city area, (protect-
ing) our tourism industry that
is most important. Like the
robbery what happened on
Bay Street, we have to do all
in our power to make sure
that doesn't happen again. 

"What I intend to do is to
utilise the cadre of good offi-
cers that we have there. With
a little more motivation you

will see a big difference with
the same number of officers. I
have been able to motivate a
number of officers at CDU, I
can do that with uniformed
officers together with all those
commanders at central."

Published reports indicate
that Senior Assistant Com-
missioner Quinn McCartney
will be promoted to Mr
Dames' position. 

When asked to confirm this
report, Minister of National
Security Tommy Turnquest
said he could not comment.
He said a statement will be
forthcoming, once a final deci-
sion has been made on Mr
Dames' successor. 

Superintendent Anthony
Ferguson, who currently over-
sees the Central Division,
reportedly will be promoted
to the rank of Assistant Com-
missioner. 

REPORTS: DEPUTY POLICE COMMISSIONER SET
TO TAKE UP TOP SECURITY JOB AT BAHA MAR
FROM page one

ROBERT SANDS

tion, we’re quite pleased with the progress we
are making. We feel certain that we are on
the right track and confident that we can bring
this matter to closure very shortly.”

Two masked men, brandishing what wit-
nesses described as high-powered weapons,
burst into the downtown John Bull store at
around 10am on Sunday.

Using a hammer to smash open two Rolex
showcases, the robbers fled the store with an
undetermined number of the high end time-
pieces and escaped in a silver coloured Honda
driven by an unmasked man.

Reports reaching The Tribune indicate that
15 watches, each valued at around $60,000,
were stolen. However, neither police nor John
Bull management has confirmed the number
or value of stolen items.

Rolex watches are serialised by the manu-
facturer, according to Inga Bowleg, public
relations manager at John Bull. Each time-
piece is engraved with two sets of identification
numbers, a serial number and a case refer-
ence number.

Ms Bowleg advised that the company would
not be making a statement on the matter until
police had concluded their investigations.

“We’re still working with the company (John

Bull) to finalise that,” said Mr Dames.
“There is still a significant amount of work to

do. We are working closely with the Director
of Public Prosecutions and what we seek to do
moving forward is to ensure that we are able to
secure the evidence necessary that will even-
tually lead to the conviction of persons respon-
sible.”

The robbery, which police estimate took
only a few seconds, left downtown shop own-
ers, tourists and locals traumatised. 

With five ships in harbour, including the
prestigious Genesis Class ‘Oasis of the Seas’,
police faced criticism for what was deemed as
insufficient visibility on such a high traffic day.

According to vendors on the downtown
strip, police presence is typically low on Sun-
days, something they feel encourages the crim-
inal element.  

Police have dismissed claims concerning
patrol scheduling, as they feel the crime was
opportunistic.

Mr Dames added: “There is no reason why
we cannot bring this matter to closure and
prosecute those persons responsible for this
terrible act.”

Anyone with information that may assist
investigations are asked to contact police at 919
or the anonymous Crime Stoppers line at 328-
TIPS.

PEOPLE IN CUSTODY OVER JOHN BULL ROBBERY
FROM page one

from the blaze by a family
member, but died in hospital
around 6:30 Monday.

Investigating officers
have not said how they sus-
pect the fire was started and
continue to investigate. No
one else was injured in this
fire and police are urging
parents and caregivers not
to leave children at home
alone.

GIRL AGED THREE DIES
FROM FIRE INJURIES
FROM page one

ident was pronounced dead at the scene by EMS personnel.
Babbs, a 22-year-old resident of Cox Way off East Street

was shot multiple times later that evening while in the park-
ing lot at Da Porch liquor store on Montrose Avenue and
Hampton Street. 

He was also pronounced dead by EMS personal at the
scene.

The Tribune understands that Babb was “well known to
police” and was out on bail at the time of the shooting.

Police officials have yet to release any further information
regarding Monday’s murders but say that both matters are
currently under active investigation.

POLICE NAME MURDER VICTIMS
FROM page one

QUINN MCCARTNEY
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A businessman has been
slammed by his Bahamian
attorney for failing to comply
with a Supreme Court order to
return, to former Leadenhall
Bank & Trust credit card
clients, 70 per cent of their col-
lective $14 million card
deposits.

In a sensational letter seen
by Tribune Business, Raynard
Rigby, principal at Gibson, Rig-
by & Co, blasts Delroy Howell,
chief executive of Turks &
Caicos-based First Financial
Trust Company, for potential
breaches of fiduciary duty and
alleged misappropriation of the
cardholders’ trust deposits, dis-
associating himself from this
conduct.

The letter, dated March 8,
2010, reveals how Mr Rigby
and his firm unwittingly helped
Mr Howell to buy a condo-
minium at the upscale Bay Roc
complex at Cable Beach with
funds derived from the trust
assets, something he only dis-

Rigby blasts
client over
$14m card
deposits fate

* Former PLP chairman slams
Howell over failure to repay
former Leadenhall clients
$9.8m, or 70% or sums owed
* Attorney ‘will not be a party
to a direct and flagrant breach’
of Supreme Court Order
* Accuses client of buying Bay
Roc condo using trust funds
without his knowledge
* Case also involving Obie
Wilchcombe’s sister

SEE page 4B

RAYNARD RIGBY

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) expects to gen-
erate quarterly profits “in the range of $1
million” through the remaining three quar-
ters of its 2011 financial year, after gener-
ating a more than $1.2 million year-over-
year swing to $1.061 million in net income
for the three months to end-March.

Speaking after the BISX-listed financial
institution unveiled a marked improvement
upon the 2010 first quarter’s $141,956 net
loss, Anwer Sunderji, its chief executive,
told Tribune Business that it “fully expects”
to generate Return on Equity (RoE) “in
the lower teens” for 2011.

This compared to “single digit” RoE
achieved in previous year, and Mr Sunder-
ji attributed the improvement in Fidelity
Bank (Bahamas) bottom and top-lines to
the “repositioning” strategy the bank had
executed over the last two years.

This had involved changing the loan port-
folio from primarily a mortgage book to
one featuring a greater mix of higher inter-
est rate, higher margin consumer loans. 

This segment now accounts for roughly
one-third of Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) loan
book, and Mr Sunderji said: “Our loan mix
has changed. We’re in the lower 30 per
cents, when in the last quarter we were in
the upper 20 per cents.” 

The bank has also forged greater links
with affiliates in the group owned by its

parent and 75
per cent major-
ity shareholder,
Fidelity Bank
& Trust Inter-
national, draw-
ing heavily on
its investment
and wealth
management
products.

Describing
the 2011 first
quarter results
as “very
encouraging”,
Mr Sunderji
told Tribune

Business: “The last two quarters of 2010
were already reflecting a substantial
improvement in the company’s bottom line,
and that continued over into the 2011 first
quarter.

“We really are very comfortable with
the prospects for the bank going forward.

Our top line, in terms of net interest
income, is up something like 41 per cent,
and expenses remained largely flat.

“The results fully meet our expectations.
We’re very pleased with the numbers we
have posted. There’s a lot of work ahead,
and we’re not taking anything for grant-
ed. We remain focused on doing the right
thing. The bank has become a substantial-
ly better performer.”

Apart from the benefits derived from a
greater proportion of higher yielding con-
sumer loans, Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) first
quarter results were aided by loan book
growth, together with improved interest
rate spreads/margins resulting from a low-
er cost of funds.

Plentiful commercial banking system liq-
uidity has pushed deposit rates down, and
Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) net interest
income rose year-over-year by 53.5 per
cent, from $1.988 million last year to $3.052

Fidelity: 2011 profits to stay $1m quarterly
* BISX-listed bank eyeing $4m annual profit, following more than
$1.2m swing back into black year-over-year
* On track for ‘lower teens’ Return on Equity in 2011, with 
consumer credit now over 30% of loan book
* CEO says profits continuing on ‘monthly pro rata basis’

ANWER SUNDERJI

SEE page 2B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust
is targeting the global agribusiness and
energy industries with its latest interna-
tional investment fund, which is set for
an end-June launch in a bid to capture
the $10 million invested in its maturing
first TIGRS product.

Joseph Euteneuer, RoyalFidelity’s
mutual fund manager, confirmed to Tri-
bune Business that the investment bank
was structuring its TIGRS 5 fund to
invest in an equity basket equally
weighted (split 50/50) between agribusi-
ness and energy indices.

He added that in response to Bahami-
an investor preferences for a minimal
return from their investment over the
five years that TIGRS 5 will operate,
RoyalFidelity was looking at varying the

100 per cent principal protection policy
it had used on previous international
investment funds.

This device has been used to guaran-
tee the return of all initial investor cap-
ital, through investments in Bahamas-
based fixed income securities and bank
deposits, while allowing them to benefit
from extra returns on the fund’s upside.

Mr Euteneuer, though, explained that
in response to investor feedback, Roy-
alFidelity was considering 105 per cent

principal protection for TIGRS 5, with
investors choosing this only able to ben-
efit from 80 per cent of the upside. The
investment bank was still considering
whether to do this, or offer a combina-
tion of different principal protections.

“We’ve done a survey of investors via
e-mail, and determined that people were
generally happy with the TIGRS prod-
uct the way it is. It’s a unique product in
this marketplace,” Mr Euteneuer told
Tribune Business.

“But responses came back that some
type of minimum return over five years
would make them comfortable, which
is why we decided to add this feature
to the new TIGRS.”

The new TIGRS fund, which will be a
five-year closed-end fund, is targeting a
minimum $2 million in Bahamian
investor capital. Mr Euteneuer said he
was hoping to capture as much of the
$10 million currently bound up in the
maturing TIGRS 1 as possible.

“Given that there aren’t any options
like this in the local marketplace, we
expect more investors to take advan-
tage of this to tap into some of this glob-
al growth,” he added. “We’d like to cap-
ture it all. We’d like to get every single
investor involved in TIGRS 1 involved

$10m fund targeting
agribusiness/energy

* RoyalFidelity structures new international product with
aim of attracting capital tied-up in June’s maturing fund
* Seeking minimum $2m for five-year fund
* Assessing whether to offer investors 105% principal
protection, thus guaranteeing minimum return

SEE page 6B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Downtown Nassau
Partnership (DNP) is without
a managing director follow-
ing the departure of Vaughn
Roberts to return to a senior
finance position with Baha
Mar.

Charles Klonaris, co-chair-
man of the DNP, yesterday
confirmed Mr Roberts’ depar-
ture, as did Robert Sands,
senior vice-president of gov-
ernment and external affairs
at Baha Mar, who said the
resort development company
was pleased to announce Mr
Roberts’ decision to rejoin its
team.

Mr Roberts, who has head-
ed up the DNP since April
2009, will now take up the
post of vice-president of cor-
porate finance and treasury
for Baha Mar. He previously
served as vice-president of
finance at the company from
2006 to 2009.

“Vaughn’s leadership skills
and career experience make
him ideally suited to oversee
the financial reporting for
Baha Mar,” said Don Robin-
son,  its president. Mr Roberts
holds a Masters in Financial
Accounting from the Univer-
sity of Illinois, and an MBA in
Finance and Entrepreneur-
ship from the University of
Chicago’s Booth School of
Business.

Downtown
leader returns 
to Baha Mar

SEE page 6B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Bahamian Contractors
Association’s (BCA) president
yesterday expressed concern
that the proposed joint-effort
with Baha Mar to train
Bahamians in skills that will
enable the industry to benefit
from the Baha Mar develop-
ment may be “about three
months” behind schedule.

S t e p h e n
Wrinkle sug-
gested that the
fact the train-
ing of construc-
tion workers
and contrac-
tors, which was
announced last
year as an

intended means
of expanding

Bahamian involvement in the
$2.6 billion development,
became tied in with the hospi-
tality training Baha Mar pro-
poses to do has been somewhat
of “an impediment” to its time-
ly progression.

“As far as the BCA is con-
cerned this [training] should’ve
been underway and imple-
mented. If things are not
resolved by the end of this
month then we may have some
problems. There’s too much
happening too fast for us to be
prepared at the moment,” he
said, adding that “the ball is in
[Baha Mar’s] court right now.
They have an obligation to
move on this”.

Mr Wrinkle noted that Baha
Mar expects for work on the
core part of the development,
involving the hotels themselves,
to get underway in June. 

The BCA, he previously stat-
ed, is waiting for Baha Mar to
appoint a training academy
director who will head up the

CONTRACTORS
FEAR TRAINING IS

ABOUT ‘THREE
MONTHS BEHIND’

SEE page 3B

Baha Mar says ‘not
time constrained’

STEPHEN
WRINKLE

           



million. 
Top line interest income was

up 20.8 per cent at $5.974 mil-
lion, compared to $4.945 mil-
lion, while interest expense was
essentially flat at $2.922 million
compared to $2.957 million in
the year before quarter.

This was despite a 10 per
cent growth in customer
deposits to $242.809 million,
compared to $220.728 million,
further evidence of the impact
from a system-wide reduction
in deposit rates. Loan book
growth of 4.9 per cent also

boosted Fidelity Bank
(Bahamas) cause, as the port-
folio expanded from $212.665
million at 2010 year-end to
$223.116 million.

“It’s a combination of things,
not only a change in the asset
mix but in some expansion of
the loan book,” Mr Sunderji
said of the 2011 first quarter
outcome. “I think there’s sim-
ply more liquidity in the sys-
tem, and it has to go some-

where, and we have attracted
more deposits this year than
historically. That’s helped fuel,
and the growth and expansion
of the loan book has helped the
bottom line.”

Total expenses remained flat
at $3.329 million, compared to
$3.25 million the year before,
as increases in salaries and gen-
eral/administrative expenses
were cancelled out by a seven-
fold reduction in loan loss pro-

visions, which fell to $31,006
compared to $243,487 the year
before.

“All that came straight to the
bottom line,” Mr Sunderji told
Tribune Business. “We’re on
track, and on a monthly basis
we’re continuing to show the
same pro rate number for the
bottom line.”

While interest margins had
“widened a bit”, he added:
“Our delinquent loans have
actually stabilised. They are not
getting worse, and we are not
having to provide for more
each quarter, so hopefully that
trend continues for the balance
of the year.”

Mr Sunderji said Fidelity

Bank (Bahamas) non-perform-
ing loans, as a percentage of
the total portfolio, had contin-
ued to drop since 2010 year-
end, falling from 9 per cent to
“8 per cent and a fraction”. 

Both non-performing credit
and total arrears remained
below Bahamian commercial
banking industry averages, and
the Fidelity Bank (Bahamas)
chief executive said the institu-
tion believed “asset quality will
improve over time, and we’ve
already seen the bottom”.

“We expect the bank’s bot-
tom line performance to remain
in the range of $1 million per
quarter, and overall the econo-
my should improve,” Mr Sun-

derji told Tribune Business. 
“The construction of Baha

Mar, and jobs percolating
through the economy, delin-
quencies will improve, credit
demand will increase, and liq-
uidity remains robust. I think
all these factors should support
expansion in the bottom line.

“It’s tough to lend out money
in a difficult economy, so the
fact we’ve posted some growth
is very encouraging when there
is not a great deal of credit
demand that is bankable.”

He added that the reposi-
tioning exercise Fidelity Bank
(Bahamas) had gone through
over the past two-three years
was aiding its performance,
adding that this was “being
reflected in our bottom line. It
takes a while to reposition
financial institutions and start to
see the fruits of our labour”. 

BUSINESS
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POSITION AVAILABLE

PwC Bahamas’ Financial Advisory Services Division, is expanding in the area of Informational Tech-
nology Consulting, and seeks a

Manager – IT Consulting

for the Nassau office. The successful candidate will lead the team providing IT Consultancy Services.

Duties will include:
• meeting with clients to determine requirements;
• working with clients to define the scope of a project;
• planning time-scales and the resources needed;
• clarifying a client’s system specifications, understanding their work practices and the nature

of their business;
• travelling to customer sites;
• liaising with staff at all levels of a client organisation;
• defining software, hardware and network requirements;
• analyzing IT requirements within companies and giving independent and objective advice on

the use of IT;
• developing agreed solutions and implementing new systems;
• presenting solutions in written or oral reports;
• helping clients with change-management activities;
• purchasing systems where appropriate;
• designing, testing, installing and monitoring new systems;
• preparing documentation and presenting progress reports to customers;
• organising training for users and other consultants;
• being involved in sales and support and, where appropriate, maintaining contact with client

organisations;
• identifying potential clients and building and maintaining contacts.

Requirements:
• University or College degree, preferably in Computer Science and or Accounting - Certified

Information Systems Auditor designation will be considered a plus;
• Chartered Accountant or Certified Public Accountant with at least three (3) years post

qualification Big 4 experience in the area of Systems & Process Assurance;
• Outstanding communication and interpersonal skills;
• Strong project management skills and experience running mid to large size assignments;
• Well developed and proven practice management skills;
• Strong commercial acumen and well developed analytical skills;
• Ability to understand and solve complex tasks;
• Self- motivated, and confident personality;
• Team player.

We offer:
• A highly respected, challenging job in a successful team
• A competitive compensation package commensurate with experience
• Continuous training and development
• International working environment

Please submit an application letter, with a curriculum vitae and other credentials, before May 31, 2011,
to:

Human Capital Leader
“Manager – IT Consulting”
PricewaterhouseCoopers

P.O. Box N-3910
Nassau, The Bahamas

By GAMAL NEWRY

“The supreme art of
war is to subdue
the enemy without
fighting.” No, this

is not some fantasy of mine,
even though it is sometimes
easier said than done. Yet
these are the tactics we need
to develop. While I am quite
aware of the need to fight if
necessary, it would certainly
be easier to engage our young
men and women before we
see them doing the ‘Bank
Lane shuffle’, and before we
hear the cries of: “Not my
good child.” With this in
mind, I challenge everyone to
reach out via a youth group -
or in your neighbourhood -
to our young men and
women. Let them know there
is hope.  

It is NBA play-off time, and
like some of our not-so-
favourite teams, it appears the
criminals are leading by sev-
eral games. What’s the game
plan? Where are our super-
stars? And, for that matter,
our bench, since we need
some help, As we muddle
over the next best move, our
society is being pounded into
the ground. 

I am no big fan of basket-
ball. I am, however, a martial
artist. Let me begin by telling
you the secret of combat and
self-defence, without you
even having to step into my
school and take one of my
classes. The key, the secret to
winning any fight, is ‘Speed,
Surprise, Commitment’. Not
skill, resources or knowledge,
but simply the unexpected,
fast and determined assault
on a specific target. This is
how the underdog wins; they
eliminate the tactics they have
become known for, and do
the unorthodox. If you do not
believe me then listen to what
Sun Tzu, the famous Chinese
strategist and tactician, has to
say:

“Let your plans be dark

and as impenetratable as
night, and when you move,
fall like a thunderbolt.”

And: “Be extremely mys-
terious, even to the point of
soundlessness. Thereby you
can be the director of the
opponent's fate.”

Or better yet, as Nike says,
‘Just Do It’.

The continued announce-
ment that we are at war with
criminals, in my opinion, sug-
gests the opposing side has a
cause worthy of their efforts,
justifying their means and
bringing credibility to their
goals and lifestyle. Frankly,
this continued declaration of
war is empowering the crimi-
nal and creating or, rather,
has created, a culture that is
protected and idolised. 

Then, we tell all and sundry
of our actions, strategy and
plans. We get on TV, call a
press conference and let the
whole world know that with
this tactic and strategy we will
get them this time, only to
return the following month in
another press conference
speaking of the next assault
on crime. The criminals are
not making announcements
and calling press conferences
about their success and fail-
ure rate. They act without

hesitation against whatever
and whomever they choose.
Perhaps they have studied
Sun Tzu. The recent robbery
of a major department store
in the heart of downtown
Nassau is an example of this. 

When I teach a class or con-
duct a seminar on self-
defense, I as best as possible
avoid discussions on numbers
or statistics. This information
is of little help when you’re
pinned on the ground with a
knife at your throat. It is all
about fighting – surviving –
and telling the story, because
everyone likes a winner. I
would venture to say that the
deviant is not concerned
about the crime rate, or how
many robberies were com-

mitted last year and the victim
type. These individuals are in
it for the championship rings
and all.

Is our so-called ‘War on
Crime’, as implied recently by
the the May 9, 2011, Nassau
Guardian National Review
article, about Who is winning
the War on Crime? The article
speaks about the apparent
failure to convict alleged
wrongdoers. In my opinion,
the public, church and the
Government have a funda-
mental lack of understanding
because, as Sun Tzu suggests:
“War is a very grave matter
for the state, and must not be
commenced without due con-
sideration.”

If we do not appreciate the
detrimental consequences of
failing to subdue crime, we
will be destroyed. I believe
we are slowly evolving into a
victim society, as it appears
we have given up hope of
maintaining civilisation. We

are making the criminals out
to be warriors or soldiers in
an invading army. At this
point in our history, we as a
country must realise that we
must be better prepared to
deal with crime, and begin
preemptive attacks long
before the police go chasing
and investigating. And defi-
nitely before alleged crimi-
nals are sent before the
courts. All of these are reac-
tive  responses, leaving us as a
society playing catch up. This
is insanity, as we know what
crime is and that it will hap-
pen. Our failure to be better
prepared at this point is unac-
ceptable.

Sun Tzu says this about
war: “The art of war teaches
us to rely not on the likeli-
hood of the enemy's not com-
ing, but on our own readiness
to receive him; not on the
chance of his not attacking,
but rather on the fact that we
have made our position unas-
sailable.”

The criminal is here, will
come and is not going any-
where. So what are we going
to do? We must be prepared
to seize opportunities when
they present themselve,s and
become flexible and adapt-
able to changing trends and
culture. As it stands now, the

approach to reducing crime
is stagnant and producing
minimal results. The return
on investment in man hours,
be they at the policing level or
prosecution level, cannot be
compared to the cost
increased crime is having on
our way of living. It would
appear that we are fighting a
losing battle.

As mentioned in previous
articles, it is better to empow-
er social services, schools and
the non-governmental organ-
isations, such as swim clubs,
martial art schools, the Boys
Brigade, Scouts and Pathfind-
ers with finances to support
their proven tactics. Create
legislation that gives these
agencies and organisations
more teeth to implement their
programs. 

When teaching self-
defence, I do not teach ‘wait
for them to attack and then
counter’. I teach that if you
see two guys walking towards
you, ‘get ready – be ready’.
You are already losing if you
are reacting to the attack.
Yes, I do teach walking or
running away if you feel over-
whelmed, but where does a
country run. Where can the
public hide? We must face
this situation head on, but we
have to change our approach.
When we are responding to
crime by buying more police
cars and hiring more prose-
cutors, we are losing. 

NB: Gamal Newry is the
president of Preventative
Measures, a loss prevention
and asset protection training
and consulting company, spe-
cialising in policy and proce-
dure development, business
security reviews and audits,
and emergency and crisis
management. Comments can
be sent to PO Box N-3154
Nassau, Bahamas, or e-mail
in fo@preventat ivemea-
sures.org or visit us
atwww.preventativemea-
sures.org

Change approach
to subdue crime

S a f e  a n d

SECURE
G a m a l  N e w r y

Fidelity: 2011 profits to stay $1m quarterlyFROM page 1B

         



By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

After a “long and ardu-
ous” merger process, the
Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce and Employers Con-
federation (BCCEC) yes-
terday officially launched as
a united entity that will pro-
vide more “value added”
services to its membership.

A “membership-driven,
comprehensive strategic
plan” has been formalised
with the assistance of the
International Labour
Organisation (ILO), along
with a newly made-up
Board of Directors, admin-
istrative structure and
“package of offerings” for
members, said chairman
Khaalis Rolle.

At a press conference held
yesterday at the British
Colonial Hilton to formally
announce the launch of the
merged Bahamas Chamber
of Commerce and Employ-
ers Confederation, Mr
Rolle said he believes that
what the two entities have
achieved in the merger “will
be used as a benchmark
throughout the Caribbean”.

"What we have done is
now being featured by the
ILO as a successful initia-
tive in the Caribbean," he
said. Mr Rolle thanked
those who have played a
role in the process, which
began in 2001, and involved
weekly meetings by a spe-
cially-appointed committee
for the past year.

He said the merger will
enable the new organisation
to offer the kind of value to
its membership that the two
entities could not offer indi-
vidually.

“Prior to the merger we
were two organisations, I
think, which were suffering
from a form of inertia. We
weren’t completely in touch
with what our members’
needs were. With the merg-
er, one of the things that we
did was develop a strategic
plan which is designed to
meet the needs of the mem-
bership. We actually went
out and surveyed the mem-
bership and asked them
what they think the Cham-
ber should represent, what
BECON should represent,
and what we should repre-
sent as a merged entity, and
how best we can serve their
needs,” Mr Rolle told Tri-
bune Business.

He added that the new
model is also intended to be
more financially sustainable
in the long-term. Stopping
short of suggesting fees will
increase, Mr Rolle said they
will change “during the next
business cycle”, being “ratio-
nalised to reflect the merger
and the true value of the
new organization”. 

He added that there is a
new commitment on behalf
of the organisation to no
longer “carry members” on
its register if they are not up
to date with their dues, and
to have “better, cleaner,
financials”, including provi-
sion of audited financial
statements.

“In the past we would
organise trade missions,
seminars and luncheons.
Now we have a learning side
of the Chamber, the Cham-
ber Institute, we will have a
mystery shopper pro-
gram….people will be get-
ting a lot more services for
less money.

“We realise that to be

credible we can’t just be an
organization saying: ‘Gov-
ernment do this, govern-
ment do that’. We have to
be in a position to deliver
those services ourselves. We
will be offering technical
courses on improving your
business services, and doing
it at less than retail cost,”
said Mr Rolle. The vision
statement of the BCCEC is:
"To be the premier repre-
sentative body of the busi-
ness community in the Com-
monwealth of the Bahamas,
through advocacy and the
provision of value added
services, essential to their
growth and development."

Structurally, the make up
of the entity will change
from that which the Cham-
ber had, dropping the exec-
utive director and president
roles and moving to a chair-
man (Khaalis Rolle,
although he will step down
in June), vice-chairman
(Gershan Major) and chief
executive (Winston Rolle),
with a more active, “work-
ing” Board of Directors.
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Although suggesting that he does
not feel the bold and aggressive day-
light robbery, which saw up to $1 mil-
lion worth of Rolex watches stolen
from John Bull’s Bay Street store, will
be the first of a “trend”, a key down-
town stakeholder suggested more
Closed Circuit Television (CCTV)
monitoring may play a key role in
deterring and prosecuting such crimes
in the future.

“I think it should be implemented as
soon as possible,” said Charles
Klonaris, co-chairman of the Down-
town Nassau Partnership (DNP) yes-
terday, when asked about CCTV. He

added that “economics” definitely
plays a part in minimising the imple-
mentation of CCTV technology by
business people in the Bahamas, and
suggested that “anything that could
help the private and public sector to
implement CCTV”, such as duty
reduction incentives, would be bene-
ficial.

His comments come after masked
men brandishing what were described
as high-powered weapons burst into
the John Bull store at around 10am on
Sunday.

Using a hammer to smash open two
Rolex showcases, the robbers made
off with an alleged 15 watches, each
valued at around $60,000. However,
police have not yet confirmed the
number of stolen items.

With five cruise ships docked at the
harbour, including the prestigious
Genesis class Oasis of the Seas, the
downtown area was bustling with
shoppers.

Mr Klonaris said the incident is a
“serious thing” which will warrant
“being looked at very carefully”, but
he does not feel that anyone or any-
thing can be blamed. He added that
the real issue is addressing the social
roots of the crime problem in a holis-
tic manner.

“We have to understand it's uni-
versal within this island, and people
are becoming bolder and therefore
taking chances. In the last year there
was so much more police presence
downtown, and that's because of the
DNP’s initiative and because of push-

ing for more police presence down-
town. Take, for example, the police
station east of East Street; that’s been
subsidised for a long time by the
Hilton,” the DNP co-chair said.

“The police are doing as good a job.
They are trying as best they can. It's
not an easy thing. Crime is such a
social problem here on this island, so
we have to address it on so many dif-
ferent levels.”

Mr Klonaris added that “the city
still offers so much great opportunity
as an economic vehicle going for-
ward”, and stressed that he does not
feel the incident will deter tourism.
“I don’t think that one incident will
have that effect,” he said.

Downtown chair backs CCTV move
training effort on Baha Mar’s
side. Mr Wrinkle conceded that
the company is presently
“extremely busy trying to get
the (Baha Mar) project off the
ground”.

Asked yesterday whether he
would agree that implementa-
tion of the training programme
may be behind schedule,
Robert Sands, Baha Mar’s
senior vice-president of gov-
ernmental and external affairs,
said: “I think it would be fair to
say the time schedule we set
does not create any impediment
to type of results we want to
achieve.

“We don’t feel time con-
strained,” he added. “We
believe we are following a
timetable that will allow us to
be positively impactful.”

Mr Sands said he expects the
company will “make an
announcement shortly” in rela-
tion to the Training Academy
director appointment.

He confirmed that piling
work on the core phase of the
Baha Mar project is set to begin
in June, and added that the
company has July 1 as a “tar-
get” launch date for the training
program. In the meantime, Mr
Sands said some preliminary
work has been done to prepare
for the implementation of the
training program ahead of
determining who will head the
training academy.

“We’ve had multiple meet-
ings with BTVI in terms of
structuring some courses that
will directly impact the con-
struction industry, and which
will then create opportunities
for individuals. We will cause
people participating in the
training programme to be
selected from vast amount of
applications we have received,”
Mr Sands said.

“We are looking at doing
training possibly in more than
one island and doing at least
one advanced technical course
to create more opportunities.”

Mr Wrinkle said he believes
that once a director for the
Training Academy is selected
it could take “a couple of
months” before the training can
get underway, potentially push-
ing the launch of the training
programme into August. Given
that core work is to get under-
way in June, this means the
training program could be
“three months behind” where it
should be.

“The intent of this initiative
was to identify those areas
where people will be needed
initially, and to try to recruit
trainees for those areas first, so
we could feed the job require-
ments as they come up. It will
take some time to identify those
areas, to sort out the syllabus,
train the trainers. Before you
hit the classroom or lab you’ve
got two months worth of work
to do,” Mr Wrinkle said.

CONTRACTORS
FEAR TRAINING IS

ABOUT ‘THREE
MONTHS BEHIND’
FROM page 1B

Chamber/BECon merger
a ‘benchmark’ for region

BOARD MEMBERS: Back
row: Philip Simon, Pauline
Petty, Peter Goudie, Azaleta
Ishmael-Newry, Brian Nutt,
Michele Rassin, Robert
Myers, 

Front Row: Chester Coop-
er, Khaalis Rolle, Winston
Rolle.



covered after the purchase.
Mr Rigby, the former PLP

chairman who last week
resigned from his post as an

election co-ordinator for the
party after a letter detailing his
and others’ objections to cer-
tain candidates surfaced, also
expressed concern that card-
holder assets had been placed
“in jeopardy” by Mr Howell’s

failure to maintain maintenance
fee payments at Bay Roc.

He accused Mr Howell of
having “no intention” of com-
plying with the Bahamian
Supreme Court’s August 25,
2008, order to return some 70
per cent of the trust assets “on
a pro rata basis” to each of
Leadenhall’s former credit card
clients. This meant some $9.8
million out of the total $14 mil-
lion transferred from the
Bahamian bank to First Finan-
cial was to be returned.

Mr Rigby’s letter, which was
reproduced in full in a Jamaican
Appeals Court judgment
released within the last month,
fully exposes what has hap-
pened to the trust assets of
Leadenhall’s former Master-
Card credit card clients. 

Several of them have con-
tacted Tribune Business in
recent months to complain
about the delay in recovering
their funds (held to guarantee
repayment of the credit card
balances they owed), which
have been bound up in various
legal actions since 2002 - a nine-
year period.

Connections
The First Financial situation

has numerous Bahamian con-
nections. Apart from originat-
ing here, and the involvement
of Mr Rigby and Leadenhall, a
key player in the latest legal
manoeuvres is Judith Wilch-
combe, the sister of PLP MP
and former Cabinet minister,
Obie Wilchcombe.

It was Ms Wilchcombe, as a
director of First Financial
Caribbean, who last August ini-
tiated litigation in Jamaica
against Mr Howell, his business
partner and several companies
he controls. 

She is seeking to recover $13
million in monies that alleged-
ly came from the former Lead-
enhall cardholders’ deposits,
claiming these were being mis-
appropriated and she could not
obtain information on how the
funds were being used.

As a result of all this, Tri-
bune Business understands that
financial regulators in the Turks
& Caicos, via the courts down
there, have appointed Bahami-
an accountant Maria Ferrere,
of FT Consultants, as judicial

manager for First Financial in a
bid to protect its assets for the
benefit of clients and creditors.

The cardholder deposits
were initially embroiled in liti-
gation that began in 2002
between Bahamas-based Lead-
enhall and First Financial
Caribbean Trust Company, the
latter backed by some execu-
tives of Axxess International,
the Bahamian company that
operated and administered
Leadenhall’s card business.

A Deed of Retirement,
Indemnity and Appointment
had, on March 15, 2002, made
First Financial the successor
trustee of the cardholder
deposits. However, it subse-
quently sued Leadenhall on the
grounds that the Bahamian
bank had failed to transfer all
the deposits that were due.

This action was settled in
August 2008, when it was
agreed that $14 million in card-
holder deposits would be trans-
ferred by Leadenhall liquida-
tor, Craig A. ‘Tony’ Gomez,
the Baker Tilly Gomez accoun-
tant and partner, to First Finan-
cial.

First Financial was to pay 70
per cent, or $9.8 million of that
sum, to the cardholders, while it
would also receive from Lead-
enhall $1.3 million in receiv-
ables, representing balances
owed by the cardholders. Some
$1.898 million in funds held by
MasterCard, of which the cred-
it card company was willing to
pay $284,551, were also to go
to First Financial. All this was
confirmed by Supreme Court
order.

Then came the litigation
involving Ms Wilchcombe and
First Financial on one side, and
Mr Howell and his companies
on the other. 

Outlining events since
August 2008, Mr Rigby’s letter
said that accounting issues
which initially prevented the
return of cardholder assets had
been sorted out by November
30, 2009. 

He had been given access by
Mr Gomez to the storage unit
where records on Leadenhall’s
credit card customers were
kept, enabling reconciliations
to take place.

The final pay-out schedule
had been worked out by Feb-
ruary 10, 2010, but Mr Rigby

told Mr Howell: “Based on our
recent conversation, it is now
clear to me that you have no
immediate intention of com-
mencing the pay-outs. 

“Cardholders have been
rightly agitated and annoyed at
the process and the delays that
have ensued in returning the
funds ordered by the courts.”

Suggesting that this delay was
not justified, Mr Rigby blast-
ed: “It has also come to my
attention, based on our recent
conversations, that the trust
assets have been predominant-
ly invested in real estate hold-
ings in the Bahamas, the Turks
& Caicos Islands and in
Jamaica.

Purchased
“In fact, the condominium at

Bay Roc was purchased in the
name of First Rock Ltd on the
28 April, 2008, and although
my partner handled the pur-
chase for you, we had no idea
that the proceeds were met
with trust assets. Certainly, if I
knew that at the material time I
would have advised you against
that decision.”

Mr Rigby said an early 2010
request to transfer the Bay Roc
apartment into First Financial’s
name indicated it was bought
with cardholder deposit funds.
Stating that the transfer would
only take place once the nec-
essary Stamp Duty was paid,
Mr Rigby urged Mr Howell to
liquidate other real estate assets
to facilitate repayment to the
cardholders.

However, Bay Roc Condo-
minium Management Company
had, on February 10, 2010,
warned that it would file a
Charge Notice against the con-
dominium over $20,829 in
unpaid maintenance fees. 

Some $16,687 of this sum was
paid, leaving a $4,141 balance,
and Mr Rigby told Howell:
“What is so shocking by the
contents of the aforesaid letter
is that you had been formally
advised in the past of the main-
tenance payments on the unit,

and simply ignored the request
for payment of the fees. This
action placed the trust asset in
jeopardy...

“This is not the action of a
prudent trustee. I hope that the
other trust assets are not in sim-
ilar jeopardy. This can lead to
actions against you for breach
of fiduciary duty as the princi-
pal director of First Financial.

“It was this event that
brought to my attention that
you have no intention of liqui-
dating the trust assets, and that
you intend to continue to delay
in effecting the pay-outs to
cardholders. You had indicated
that the unit at Bay Roc was
actively on the market. I have
discovered that it is not.”

Accusing Mr Howell of
“grand-standing and delay tac-
tics”,  Mr Rigby said they were
no closer to complying with a
Supreme Court Order issued
almost two years before, and
he added: “I will not be a party
to a direct and flagrant breach
of the Court’s Order.”

He noted that he was con-
tacting Brian Moree, senior
partner at McKinney, Bancroft
& Hughes, who acted for Lead-
enhall and Mr Gomez, to
inform them of his position.

“The Court Order is clear,”
Mr Rigby said. “The sum of
$9.8 million is to be paid out.
The sum of $14 million that you
had was, and remains, trust
assets, and you were not to
treat them as your personal
resources to spend as you see
fit.

“As a fiduciary, you had a
right to invest them so as to
safeguard them from depletion.
However, any such investment
was to be structured in such a
way that assets could be easily
liquidated and payment ren-
dered to cardholders, when
ordered by the court.”

The Jamaican Appeals Court
described Mr Rigby’s letter as
expressing “serious dissatisfac-
tion with the modus operandi
being adopted” by Mr Howell,
“and in the process disassoci-
ated themselves from that con-
duct.”
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 0.155 0.080 7.6 6.78%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.91 6.91 0.00 0.213 0.100 32.4 1.45%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.047 0.090 57.4 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.00 8.69 Cable Bahamas 8.74 8.74 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.55%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.459 0.040 5.6 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.98 6.98 0.00 0.496 0.260 14.1 3.72%
2.53 1.86 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.00 1.92 -0.08 0.111 0.045 17.3 2.34%
2.54 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.31 1.31 0.00 0.107 0.110 12.2 8.40%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.40 5.40 0.00 0.357 0.240 15.1 4.44%
9.00 5.65 Finco 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.682 0.000 8.8 0.00%
9.85 8.60 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.60 8.60 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.4 4.07%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.435 0.160 13.8 2.67%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk Hi 52wk Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

FRIDAY, 13 MAY 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,435.26 | CHG -0.08 | %CHG -0.01 | YTD -64.25 | YTD % -4.28

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5573 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5573 2.04% 6.13% 1.535365
3.0185 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0185 2.41% 4.01% 2.952663
1.5976 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5976 1.50% 4.50% 1.580804
3.2025 2.6384 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.6384 -3.01% -13.12%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
116.5808 103.9837 CFAL Global Bond Fund 116.5808 0.71% 8.38% 115.762221
114.1289 101.7254 CFAL Global Equity Fund 114.1289 2.39% 7.89% 111.469744
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1608 1.25% 5.20%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1214 0.26% 4.18%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1620 1.12% 5.24%
9.9952 9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.8891 0.43% 4.27%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.4985 4.04% 7.76%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.6813 6.55% 7.65%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.8564 5.46% 11.17%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

30-Apr-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

30-Apr-11

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

30-Apr-11

31-Mar-11

30-Apr-11
29-Apr-11
30-Apr-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Mar-11

NAV 6MTH
1.512246
2.907492
1.561030

114.368369
106.552835

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

30-Apr-11

30-Apr-11
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Rigby blasts client over $14m card deposits fate
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The full audited Financial Statements
including the notes which form an

intergral part of the Financial Statements
are available on the Company’s website

at www.rsabahamas.com

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT
To the Shareholders of RoyalStar Assurance Ltd.

We have audited the accompanying consolidated financial statements of RoyalStar Assurance Ltd. and its subsidiaries,
which comprise the consolidated balance sheet as of 31 December 2010, and the consolidated statements of
comprehensive income, changes in equity and cash flows for the year then ended, and a summary of significant
accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management’s Responsibility for the Consolidated Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial statements in
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards, and for such internal control as management determines
is necessary to enable the preparation of consolidated financial statements that are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements based on our audit. We conducted
our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Those standards require that we comply with ethical
requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the consolidated financial
statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
consolidated financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgement, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.
In making those risk assessments, the auditors consider internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair
presentation of the consolidated financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An
audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the consolidated financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit
opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
RoyalStar Assurance Ltd. and its subsidiaries as of 31 December 2010, and their financial performance and cash flows for
the year then ended in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards.

Chartered Accountants
Nassau, Bahamas
13 April 2011

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2010

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements

Amounts expressed in Bahamian dollars

$

$

2010 2009

REVENUE
Premiums written (Note 10) 60,445,195 64,572,946
Premiums ceded to reinsurers (38,761,339) (41,951,238)

Net premiums written 21,683,856 22,621,708
Change in unearned premiums reserve 720,337 1,539,727

Net premiums earned 22,404,193 24,161,435

DIRECT EXPENSES
Net claims incurred (Note 8) 5,312,948 4,385,560
Net commissions incurred (Note 11) 910,604 194,609
Catastrophe and excess of loss reinsurance 8,030,154 8,744,854

Total direct expenses 14,253,706 13,325,023

Underwriting gain 8,150,487 10,836,412

OTHER INCOME
Interest, dividends and other income 1,215,177 1,208,051
Net change in unrealized gains/losses on investments in securities (Note 5) (118,381) (108,745)

Total other income 1,096,796 1,099,306

OPERATING EXPENSES
Personnel costs 2,702,852 2,975,781
General and administrative 2,095,495 1,919,145
Depreciation and amortization (Note 7) 211,619 152,273
Directors’ costs 109,997 72,824

Total operating expenses 5,119,963 5,120,023

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME 4,127,320 6,815,695

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2010

$

$

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements

Balance as of 1 January 2009

Total comprehensive income

Transactions with owners

Dividends - preference shares

Dividends - ordinary shares

Total transactions with owners

Balance as of 31 December 2009

Balance as of 1 January 2010

Total comprehensive income

Transactions with owners

Issuance of preference shares
(Note 9)

Dividends - preference shares

Dividends - ordinary shares

Total transactions with owners

Balance as of 31 December 2010

7,000,000

–

–

–

–

7,000,000

7,000,000

–

_

_

_

_

7,000,000

15,777,210

6,815,695

(375,000)

(2,040,000)

(2,415,000)

20,177,905

20,177,905

4,127,320

(102,000)

(455,137)

(3,220,000)

(3,777,137)

20,528,088

5,000,000

_

–

_

_

5,000,000

5,000,000

–

5,000,000

_

_

5,000,000

10,000,000

Amounts expressed in Bahamian dollars

Ordinary
Shares

Preference
Shares

Contributed
Surplus

Retained
Earnings Total

Dividends per preference share: $0.46 (2009: $0.75)

Dividends per ordinary share: $0.32 (2009: $0.20)

3,000,000

_

_

_

_

3,000,000

3,000,000

_

_

_

_

_

3,000,000

30,777,210

6,815,695

(375,000)

(2,040,000)

(2,415,000)

35,177,905

35,177,905

4,127,320

4,898,000

(455,137)

(3,220,000)

(1,222,863)

40,528,088

RoyalStar Assurance Ltd. (Incorporated under the laws of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas)

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET
AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2010

ASSETS
Cash in hand and at banks (Note 3)
Term deposits (Note 3)
Due from agents (Note 4)
Due from reinsurers
Deferred commission expense
Accounts receivable, prepayments and other assets
Investments in securities (Note 5):
Fair value through profit or loss
Loans and receivables

Investment Property (Note 7)
Investment in associate (Note 6)
Property, plant and equipment (Note 7)

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES
General insurance funds
Unearned premiums reserve
Outstanding claims reserve (Note 8)
Deferred commission income

Other liabilities
Due to reinsurers
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Advances from reinsurers (Note 8)

TOTAL LIABILITIES

EQUITY
Share capital:

Ordinary shares
Authorized, issued and fully paid: 10,000,000 of $0.30 each

Preference shares
Authorized: 1,000,000; issued and fully paid: 1,000,000
(2009: 500,000) shares of $10.00 each (Note 9)

Contributed surplus
Retained earnings

TOTAL EQUITY

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

13 April 2011

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements

$

$

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND SIGNED ON ITS BEHALF BY:

Amounts expressed in Bahamian dollars

3,765,219
22,197,983
17,181,268
1,995,784
3,216,749
248,823

9,132,057
1,797,300

–
1,343,431
1,722,653

62,601,267

10,771,653
8,977,231
2,066,710

21,815,594

3,588,194
938,052

1,081,522

27,423,362

3,000,000

5,000,000
7,000,000

20,177,905

35,177,905

62,601,267

2010 2009

4,681,423
26,925,904
15,573,391
1,816,907
3,271,406
198,693

9,434,707
1,779,295
1,010,913

–
4,206,817

68,899,456

10,051,316
10,276,140
2,244,755

22,572,211

3,802,733
969,819

1,026,605

28,371,368

3,000,000

10,000,000
7,000,000

20,528,088

40,528,088

68,899,456

in TIGRS 5.
“I would expect that we will get at least that

minimum $2 million, and hopefully the full $10
million. We’re going to do our best.”

As with its TIGRS 4 international investment
fund, Mr Euteneuer said RoyalFidelity’s analysis
and research into global markets and trends had
indicated that emerging markets and develop-
ing economies were likely to produce higher
growth rates than developed economies in “the
foreseeable future”.

Investments
And, with global food and energy demand

only likely to increase, as demographic trends
grew populations, especially in the developing
world, Mr Euteneuer said investments in agribusi-
ness and the latter sector only made sense.

Some 50 per cent of TIGRS 5 will be invested
in the DAXglobal Agribusiness Index , and the
remaining 50 per cent in the Energy Select Sector
Index.

“It’s not linked directly to commodities like

grain and sugar, but companies that provide ser-
vices to agriculture, like livestock and chemi-
cals,” Mr Euteneuer said of the former. “It will be
a wide array of agribusinesses linked into the
new TIGRS.”

The DAXglobal Agribusiness Index is com-
posed of 46 agricultural chemical investments;
31 per cent agriproduct operations; 12 per cent
agricultural equipment; 8 per cent livestock oper-
ations; and 2/5 per cent ethanol/biodiesel.

As for the Energy Select Sector Index, this
features oil and gas service providers and pipeline
companies. 

Some 78 per cent of this is composed from oil
and gas providers, the remaining 22 per cent
from energy equipment and services.

Among the companies included in these indices
are Exxon Mobil, Halliburton, Monsanto, Deere
& Co and Archer Daniels Midlan, and Mr
Euteneuer said all the agribusinesses relied to
some extent on fuel to produce food.

“These two areas, although they’ve had quite
a run-up already, so far from all the reports we’ve
read and research done, I don’t see these things
being less than they are now,” he added. “We see
them growing for the foreseeable future, and we
hope to tap into some of that growth.”

$10m fund targeting
agribusiness/energy
FROM page 1B

Mr Klonaris said the DNP “congratulates”
Mr Roberts in his career move, and is now
fielding a good number of applicants for the
managing director post he leaves behind.

“He’s got a terrific offer to go back to Baha
Mar. where he originally came from. It’s a
great opportunity for him and anyone
would’ve taken it. He’s not completely left
the DNP, as he will still be on the Board. We
will still have his input and guidance going
forward,” the co-chair said.

Mr Klonaris added that although much of
the DNP’s achievements under Mr Roberts’
leadership have not been of a “visible” nature,
the public-private entity has “accomplished
quite a bit behind the scenes in terms of putting
the framework together” to create a body
which can successfully spur the revitalisation of
downtown Nassau.

He said that all of the projects towards which
the DNP has been moving - among them plans
to transform the area where the makeshift
Straw Market now stands into a public space,

where tourists and Bahamians can be enter-
tained once vendors have moved into the new
building, and the pedestrianisation of Char-
lotte and Malborough Streets - will still come
to fruition.

Mr Klonaris downplayed any suggestion
that frustration with the lack of progress on the
part of the Government in advancing the Busi-
ness Improvement District legislation, which
would have given the DNP the “teeth” to take
more significant strides towards downtown
revitalisation - such as imposing fees and tax-
es on downtown merchants - may have played
a part in Mr Roberts’ departure.

The businessman added that the DNP will
now “take (its) time” in selecting a replace-
ment for Mr Roberts.

“To our surprise, there were so many people
who want to be a part of the DNP. It goes to
show that people are starting to realise and
understand the importance of the city. It’s also
a high profile job, and provides great exposure,
but it needs someone with leadership ability to
put all the programs in place,” Mr Klonaris
said.

Downtown leader
returns to Baha Mar

FROM page 1B



VEUVE CLICQUOT/HENNESSY
HOSTS EXCLUSIVE DINNER

SHAKILA STUBBS BRINGS
HER SKILLS BACK HOME

GREEN SCENE: THE MANY
WONDERS OF MIRACLE FRUIT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 2011

THE TRIBUNE • SECTION C

In what was a celebra-
tion of the arts, the
“From Hair to Infini-

ty" Hair and Fashion
extravaganza brought some
of the best in the creative
arts to the forefront. The
event which was held
under the distinguish
patronage of Dr Virginia
Pinder, cosmetologist and
designer Patrice Lockhart
was recently held at the
British Colonial Hilton
Hotel. 

The hair and fashion
extravaganza presented a
variety of arts. It featured a
fashion showcase from top
fashion boutiques around
town. There were also local
stylists who displayed a
number of fantasy hair-
styles.

Additionally, body artist
showed off some of their
most creative designs.

Photos by Felipe Major
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SHAKILA
SHINES I

n the traditional Bahamian
household, a child who
declares that they are inter-
ested in pursuing a career
in art will probably be
encouraged to “take art on
the side” and find a practi-
cal field to delve into – one
that will pay the bills!

But for Shakila Stubbs, the story was the
other way around. Shakila expected to follow
a career path in law or finance when she grad-
uated from high school. But as fate would
have it, her father, a well-known Bahamian
wood carver, encouraged her to nurture her
natural artistic talent and see where it would
take her.

To this day, Shakila hasn’t turned back. It
may be a completely different way of making
money; and in the Bahamas the public atti-
tude towards art makes it even more difficult
to earn a decent living. But with a father like
Mario Stubbs, who has been wood carving
and designing souvenirs for decades, Shakila
was encouraged to take her art seriously as it
would eventually pay off. 

Twenty-six year-old S h a k i l a launched her

career in art with great hopes and aspirations
this past May, with an exhibition that was
held in Charlottesville.

She has combined her love for her country
and its beauty with her skills that she has been
honing for the past five years. Painting on
canvas with a mixture of acrylic and collage,
she has captured the Bahamian landscape,
but also features colourful abstract images.

Shakila says she always had an appreciation
for art; her father says it was from the age of
five. Today, armed with a rainbow of colours
and a heart full of love, Shakila seeks to break
into the field of art, where she says many
young artists get little exposure.

One day, Shakila hopes to open her own art
gallery, and desires to feature the work of
young Bahamian artists that may go unrecog-
nised. However, her love for art is not limited
to painting. She loves body art, nail art, make-
up art, and pottery and she has every inten-
tion of showing Bahamians that art is every-
thing - the way we act, dress, eat and live. The
ultimate artwork, she says, is humans, as we
were made by the creator.

Shakila can be reached at
missimpotive@hotmail.com or 467-5961

Twenty-six year-old S h a k i l a launched her career in
art with great hopes and aspirations this past May,
with an exhibition that was held in Charlottesville.



MAY 26 - THURSDAY

NAGB FILM: “THE
WITCHES OF GAMBAGA”

• The National Art
Gallery of the Bahamas
presents the award-winning
documentary “The Witches
of Gambaga”, an extraordi-
nary story of a community
of women condemned to
live as witches in Northern
Ghana. Telephone: 328-
5800. 

MAY 27 - MAY 28

YOUTH WORKERS
TRAINING EVENT

• The Sound, a ministry
of Evangelistic Temple,
hosts a 2 day youth workers
training event that focuses
on the topics of building
the Youth Ministry from
the ground up, speaking so
that the youth understand,
digging deeper into Bible
study, and understanding
the post-modern youth.
Begins 8.30am daily. Full
workshop: $75/early bird
(until May 19); $90/stan-
dard; $50/student. One day
workshop: $45/standard;
$25/student. RSVP, Tele-
phone: 322-8304. Fax: 322-
4793. Email: godshiddenan-
gels@gmail.com.

MAY 27 - FRIDAY

ATLANTIS LIVE:
AVRIL LAVIGNE

• The Atlantis LIVE
series returns for 2011 with
a live performance from
rock star Avril Lavigne,
9.30pm in the hotel's
Grand Ballroom. Doors
open 8.30pm. Cost:
$100/reserved seating;
$120/premium seating.
Telephone: 363-6601. See
http://www.Atlantis.com.

MAY 27 - FRIDAY

T-CONNECTION CONCERT
• St Augustine's College

class of 1971 presents
Bahamian group T-Con-
nection in concert, 8pm at
the Wyndham Crystal Ball-
room. Cost: $100/VIP;
$85/gold; $50/cocktail style.
Tickets available at any
Burns House Beverage
depots. Proceeds go
towards the “SAC Capital
Needs Projects” to aid and
assist St Augustine's devel-
opment efforts. Telephone:
323-5589. E: sales@ccmba-
hamas.com.

MAY 28 - SATURDAY

SUMMER BAZAAR 2011:
‘THE LITTLE PINK PARTY’

• Blackberry presents
Summer Bazaar 2011's
“The Little Pink Party”, a
day-long field trip into the
world of all things fashion-
able. Shop your favourite
brands, sip delicious cock-
tails, see ready-to-wear
fashions, and score loads of
prizes and giveaways.
11am-8pm in the Crystal
Ballroom, Wyndham Nas-
sau Resort. Proceeds in aid
of the fight against breast
cancer. Telephone: 434-
6406. Email: hello@thelit-
tlepinkparty.com See
w w w . t h e l i t t l e p i n k p a r t y . c o m .

MAY 28 - SATURDAY

CANCER SOCIETY 
OF THE BAHAMAS' 
10TH ANNUAL BALL

• The Cancer Society of
the Bahamas presents its
10th annual ball under the
theme “A Spirit of Hope:
A Green Carpet Affair” at
the Sheraton Nassau Beach
Resort. Donation: $200.
Dress: black tie. Cocktails:
7.15pm. Dinner: 8.15pm.
Telephone: 302-4923, 457-
4185, or 424-0501.

MAY 28 - SATURDAY

AURA NIGHTCLUB 
PERFORMANCES

• Aura Nightclub,
Atlantis, hosts a night of
live performances from tal-
ented singers, Jesse J at
8pm and Travie McCoy at
8.45pm.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH will host
two organ recitals featuring Don
VerKuilen, 17-year old organist of
First Presbyterian Church in Green
Bay, Wisconsin. 

On Friday, May 27 at 1.30 pm,
senior and junior high school music
students are invited to a special mati-
nee recital and master class. The gen-
eral public is invited to a recital on
Sunday, May 29 at 8 pm. Both events
are in aid of the church’s marching
band and organ fund. The recitals will
be held at the church on Trinity Way,
Stapledon Gardens. 

Leroy Thompson, Holy Trinity’s
music director, and event organiser,
said that  Mr VerKuilen will present
pieces from master composers like
Bach and contemporary pieces by
composers like Dan Locklair. He will
also improvise on popular hymn
tunes. 

Mr Thompson said that Mr
VerKuilen’s performance is a chance
for people to experience the beautiful
sounds of one of the country’s “finest
instruments”, played at the hands of
an “extraordinary musician”.

“This is really a cultural event
because we rarely have these concerts
in the Bahamas. In countries like
Britain you may find an organ concert
every week, but this is Holy Trinity’s
opportunity to share our instrument

with the public. Sunday is the main
event, but Friday is our outreach to
students who will get to see a pipe
organ up close. This is a different
sound from the pianos and keyboards
that they are used to. So it’s a chance
to motivate students and expose them
to an extraordinary person. When
you’re playing music from three or
four years old you must be extraordi-
nary, and something special,” Mr
Thompson noted.

Mr VerKuilen’s musical training
began long before he could walk. As a
baby in church, he was only quiet
when the organ was playing. When
he could finally stand, he would stand
backwards in the pew and watch the
organ. At three years old, he was able
to play by ear what his pre-school
teacher had played on the piano.
Realising that their son had a knack
for music,his parents soon enrolled
him in piano lessons. 

Mr VerKuilen later joined the
Appleton Boys Choir where he
expressed interest in playing the
organ. Lessons were not financially
possible, but Mr VerKuilen would
experiment with the organ at his
church, Our Saviors in Appleton, Wis-
consin. The First English Lutheran
Church in Appleton also allowed him
to practice on its organ.  That church
later offered him a scholarship for
organ lessons through its Carel Staple

Organ Fund, allowing him to finally
begin lessons with noted organist,
Frank Rippl.  

The young musician is also
pianist/organist for the Badger State
Girls Choir. He was one of three final-
ists in the Albert Schweitzer Organ
Competition, and competed in the
National Oklahoma City University
Organ Competition. VerKuilen was
the last performer at the Internation-
al Festival of the Organ 2010, held in
Rome, Italy - his first international
organ concert.

Apart from his Nassau perfor-
mance, Mr VerKuilen is also sched-

uled to perform at a concert in
Albany, New York; in Neenah, Wis-
consin for the Lunch Time Organ
Recital Series; and in Chicago, Illnois
at the Organ Historical Society’s
National Convention.

• For Friday’s recital/class, students are
asked to bring a donation of $3 at the
door. Tickets for Sunday’s recital are
$15 and can be purchased from Holy
Trinity members or at the church’s
office. Persons may also pay at the
door. For more information, please con-
tact Holy Trinity Church @ 328.8677.

By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

J
UST recent-
ly, the Veuve
Clicquot
held an
exquisite
wine dinner
at Nassau’s
exclusive,
The Bal-

moral this month, which
introduced “movers and
shakers” to the joys of
flowing champagne and a
plethora of fine foods.

Glamour, high fashion, art
and sophistication are all
things that come to mind when
one thinks of fine champagne
such as Veuve Clicquot. This
one of a kind event was hosted
by Paul Auriol, Caribbean
Market Manager for the Moet
Hennessy Portfolio, New Mar-
ket Manager for the Moet
Hennessy Portfolio for the
Bahamas, Geoffrey Bouilly
and local LVMH portfolio
Burns House Brand Manager,
Answell Johnson, who provid-
ed a wonderfully lavish setting
for the dinner.

At the spectacular event,
guests took full advantage of
purchasing Veuve Clicquot at
a special price during the
e v e n i n g .

Veuve Clicquot is said to be
one of the most innovative and
prestigious champagnes in the
world. It offers patrons an
enjoyable crisp and full fla-
vored taste. This classical dry
Champagne is a blend of two-
thirds black grapes (Pinot Noir
and Pinot Meunier) for body,
balanced with one-third
Chardonnay for elegance. It
has a fine persistent sparkle
and golden Champagne color.

Brand Manager of LVMH,
Answell Johnson said: "We
wanted patrons to experience
Moet Hennessy outside of the
basics of just purchasing it in
stores, but to enjoy it in a great
setting with an epic paring of
exceptional cuisine. The
evening gave first timers a
chance to experience the quali-
ty and the consistency of the
brand for themselves, while
patrons got a chance to recon-
nect with the brand as well.
We look forward to hosting
more events as such, as we
look towards Hennessy being
more than just a brand, but a
l i f e s t y l e . "

With the Veuve Clicquot
Brut and Veuve Clicquot Rose
NV flowing during the cocktail
reception, guests also enjoyed
the sounds of top Bahamian
jazz band- Caribah. Accompa-
nying the meal were perfectly
matched wines Terrazas
Reserva Malbec and Terrazas
Reserva Chardonnay, and
Veuve Clicquot Demi Sec
matched off a delicious dessert
with Hennessy XO topping it
all off after dinner. The
evening’s chefs created a spec-
tacular menu, vigilantly select-
ing flavors that would comple-
ment the exquisite taste pro-
files of Veuve Clicquot.

The menu included a Spicy
Shrimp and Coconut Soup
with shiitake mushrooms as
the appetizer, along with Red
Leaf Ceasar with grilled
parmesan croutons. The
night’s savoury main course
was Grill Stuffed Veal Chop
with roasted garlic and thyme
butter, and spring vegetable
bouquet with creamed spinach
fingerling potatoes. For
dessert, guests were served
Grilled Pineapple Zabayon,
with fresh berries and wine
custard sauce.

Holy Trinity Churc h
hosts 17-year old
organist Don Ve r K u i l e n

Patrons indulge in Moet Hennessy’s best 
in champagne and wine at Veuve 
Clicquot/Hennessy Exclusive Dinner

TOP S H E L F

DON VERKUILEN, 17-year old organist of First Presbyterian
Church in Green Bay, Wisconsin, plays 11 instruments and sings. He
will be featured in recitals at Holy Trinity Church, Stapledon Gar-
dens on Friday, May 27 @ 1. 30pm and Sunday, May 29 @ 8pm.

Paul Auriol - Caribbean Market Manager for the Moet Hennessy Portfolio
and local LVMH portfolio Burns House Brand Manager, Answell Johnson
enjoy a laugh during presentation.

Wade Crouch - Marketing Director of Burns House, Paul Auriol -
Caribbean Market Manager for the Moet Hennessy Portfolio, and Geoffrey
Bouilly – New Market Manager for the Moet Hennessy Portfolio for the
Bahamas pose for a snapshot at the dinner.

Guests enjoy the flowing of champagne and fine cuisine.



FAST FIVE:LOGIC DEFIES LAW
By JAKE COYLE
AP Entertainment Writer

THE REENGINEERED
"Pirates of the Caribbean"
sequel "On Stranger Tides"
found its smoothest sailing
overseas, where it took in a
record $256.3 million at the
international box office,
according to studio estimates
S u n d a y .

That surpasses the previous
record foreign opening of the
sixth "Harry Potter" film,
2009's "Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince," which
earned $236 million interna-
t i o n a l l y .

Walt Disney co. said "On
Stranger Tides," the fourth
"Pirates" installment, earned
$90.1 million domestically. Its
combined worldwide total is
$346.4 million, the fourth
largest global opening ever.

The new 3-D film jettisons
co-stars Keira Knightley and
Orlando Bloom, but brings
back Johnny Depp as Capt.
Jack Sparrow. "Chicago"
director Rob Marshall took
the helm from Gore Verbins-
ki, who directed the trilogy.
Penelope Cruz and Ian
McShane introduce new
c h a r a c t e r s .

It was a risky reboot con-
sidering the popularity of the
previous "Pirates" films. The
last, 2007's "At World's
End," opened with $114.7
m i l l i o n .

But "At World's End" was
also badly reviewed and dis-
appointing to much of its
audience. For Disney, which
has expansive merchandising
and theme park tie-ins to
"Pirates of the Caribbean,"
it's a crucial franchise. The
first three movies earned a
combined $2.7 billion world-
w i d e .

"The whole play of this
particular movie was based
on a worldwide release
because of our feeling of how
strong the international mar-
ketplace would be," said
Chuck Viane, head of distrib-
ution at Disney. "Johnny is
not just a domestic star. John-
ny is an international star."

Viane said the result vindi-
cated the franchise's new
look, that audiences "loved
the rebooted attitude." Viane
didn't comment on whether
this meant a subsequent fifth
film, but that seems extreme-
ly likely. Producer Jerry
Bruckheimer already has a
script in the works.

"On Stranger Tides" was
the only new film in wide-
release on the weekend. In its
second week of release, the
acclaimed comedy "Brides-
maids," starring Kristen Wiig,
was second at the box office
with $21 million. 

REBOOTED
'PIRATES' SETS
OVERSEAS BOX
OFFICE RECORD
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REVIEW

By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer

I WAITED and waited and waited for
Roman Pearce (Tyrese Gibson) to say “Gat
any food up in there, cause we hungry”. It
was the most memorable line in 2 Fast 2
Furious for me, and to my dismay he did not
say it once.

He did however leave an impression in
this fifth installment of The Fast and Furi-
ous: Fast Five. It was a brilliant move by
director Justin Lin to bring the characters
from the previous movies together. It links
them all and allows for unanswered ques-
tions from the very first Fast & Furious to be
answered. 

Fast Five brings back former cop Brian
O'Conner (Paul Walker) who partners with
ex-con Dom Toretto (Vin Diesel). But this
time the two are on the opposite side of
the law. Joining the returning favourites
Jordana Brewster, Tyrese Gibson, Chris
"Ludacris" Bridges, Matt Schulze, Sung
Kang, Gal Gadot, Tego Calderon and Don
Omar is Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson for
this ultimate high-stakes race. 

Since Brian and Mia Toretto (Brewster)
broke Dom out of custody, they've blown
across many borders to elude authorities.
Now backed into a corner in Rio de Janeiro,
they must pull one last job in order to gain
their freedom. As they assemble their elite
team of top racers, the unlikely allies know
their only shot of getting out for good means
confronting the corrupt businessman who
wants them dead. But he’s not the only one
on their tail. Hard-nosed federal agent Luke
Hobbs (Dwayne Johnson) never misses his
t a r g e t .

I was expecting to hear the revving of
more engines and spot a few more enter-

taining races only to compliment the trade-
mark of the Fast and Furious camp. How-
ever, the movie made up for all of that with
its logic. Their ability to defy the law and
free themselves forever depended solely on
how clever, and precise this team of top
racers can devise a plan and make it come to
manifestation with all of the odds against
them. 

Its impressive how they did what they
did and there will be times in this film
where audiences say “muddo sick”. Apart
from the awesome cars in this movie the
way the racers used sound judgment when
against unforeseen circumstance is ridicu-
lous and I mean that in the best way possi-
b l e .

As for the characters Han Lue (Sung
Kang) did not have much of a presence. I
was hoping to see more from him. Both
Tego Leo, played by Tego Calderon, and
Rico Santos, played by Don Omar became
much more memorable with their constant
bickering and humour. I look forward to
seeing them hopefully in the Fast and Furi-
ous 6. Hats off to Ludarcis who got more
movie time in film and his acting is improv-
ing by the way.

What I give this movie credit for is its
way of linking the storyline of Fast and
Furious 1, 2, 3 and 4 to this one.  It doesn’t
matter if you haven’t been following it from
the very first film, Fast Five retells little
details, making the connection without it
being too complicated for first time viewers.

Fast Five has the right amount of humour,
enough action, a little romance, and enough
speed and rubber burning for the gearheads.
Its a movie both sexes can enjoy.

And I must say what stuck with me the
most is the moral of Fast Five- logic defies
the law! 

By CARA BRENNEN-BETHEL
Tribune Features Editor 

I WILL admit to having no expec-
tations when I was invited to watch
the movie Bridesmaids and then
have dinner with my cousin and the
rest of her bridal party. The idea
was to view a “cheesy” wedding
themed movie and then get down to
some serious wedding planning at
Sea Front Sushi afterwards. How-
ever, most of dinner was spent in
sporadic fits of laughter as we dis-
cussed just how enjoyable Brides-

maids was. There is a reason why
this movie is holding its own at the
box office- second only to Pirates of
the Carribean-At World’s End.

Annie’s (played by SNL sidekick
Kristen Wiig) life is falling apart-
she has a sex only relationship with a
real jerk and has been forced to close
her beloved bakery - just when her
BFF Lillian Donovan (Maya
Rudolph) announces that she is
engaged to marry her longtime love
Doug and asks Annie to be her maid
of honour. What follows is a roller
coaster of humour and emotion as
Annie struggles to cope with the

expense and drama of being in a
bridal party filled with crazy women
including the beautiful super rich
and extremely annoying Helen Har-
ris - the wife of Doug’s boss who
wants to replace Annie as BFF and
ultimate wedding planner- just pic-
ture a wedding shower with an Eiffel
tower cake and puppies wearing
pink berets as party favours, the
wrestler built crude mouth Meghan-
who really has a heart of gold played
by Melissa McCarthy, Disney
enchanted newly wed Becca played
by Elle Kemper and the disenchant-
ed wife and mother, Rita played by
Wendi McLendon-Covey who just
wants a bachelorette party with strip-
pers.

As her own life continues to
unravel- she’s kicked out of her

apartment and she somehow man-
ages to ruin every wedding related
event, you can’t help but feel sorry
and root for Annie as she struggles
to reclaim her life and her friend-
ship with Lillian. This movie has it all
with themes of self worth and value,
true friendship and never judging a
book by its cover with a side of
romance as Annie meets a cute cop
Rhodes - Chris O’Dowd whom she
convinces herself she is not worthy
of. It even has a cameo from one of
my favourite 80’s groups Wilson
Philips singing Hold On - an anthem
of girl power that my girl friends and
I sang lustily all the way to dinner.

Yes, it’s another chick flick roman-
tic comedy type and yes it has a
slightly exaggerated plot, but like
The Hangover, something about this

movie just works, the jokes are fun-
ny, the tender moments sweet and
the characters are likable and believ-
able. Even the movie’s most outra-
geous scenes-  in the bridal shop with
Brazilian food gone bad and on the
airplane - mixing prescription pills
and scotch are never a good idea -
are not so far out there to make the
movie cheesy. This is a real ensemble
performance with each member
bringing something unique to the
plot. In particular Melissa McCarthy
is a screen stealer who had the audi-
ence cracking up everytime she
opened her mouth.

Bridesmaids is simply a job well
done, taking a plot that has been
done before - old friend meets best
friend’s new friend and doesn’t like
her to new and funny heights.

Bridesmaids
STARING: Kristen Wiig, Maya Rudolph, Rose Bryne, Melissa
McCarthy, Wendi McLendon-Covey and Chris O'Dowd

STARING: Vin Diesel, Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Elsa Pataky, Jordana Brew-
ster, Chris ‘Ludacris’ Bridges
DIRECTOR: Justin Lin
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Just a few images of what we the Bahamas
looked like 40...50...60... years in the past 

BY ROLAND ROSE 

In the fifties and sixties, the
Development Board was
building a summer season
and that included a cam-
paign to bring Black tourists
to our shores.

Pity the poor missionaries
to West Africa in the
19th century. They had

to endure tropical heat and
travel wearing thick woollen
clothing. Worst of all, when
they visited villages they were
often treated as honoured
guests. This meant plenty of
food, particularly yam that
was sour, and palm wine that
was sour. 

At least the meat was not sour
and as guests the missionaries
received the choicest parts, those of
which the animal had only one. 

The missionaries were in no posi-
tion to complain or refuse this hos-
pitality. What must have bemused
them was the gusto with which their

hosts enjoyed the rather doubtful
fare. Little did they know that before
a feast the locals would chew on a
small red drupe from a local shrub.
This little fruit miraculously changed
the taste of sour food making it
sweet and delicious. 

Miracle fruit contains a taste-
reversing substance called miraculin.
If you chew on a miracle fruit and
then drink fresh lemon or lime juice,
the juice will taste sweet. Diet sodas
are transformed into what they
should taste like. Sharp grapefruit
becomes pleasantly mellow.

There are two varieties of miracle
fruit: small leaf and large leaf. The
small leaf variety (Synsepalum dul -
cificum) has shrub-like growth while
the broad leaf variety (S. subcorda -
tum) develops a tree-like form and

has slightly larger fruits. Miracle fruit
is a member of the Sapotaceae fam-
ily and is related to sapodilla.

The one-inch elongated fruits
develop from inconspicuous brown
and white flowers and are bright red.
The fruit consists mostly of one large
seed with only a little pulp of unex-
ceptional flavour. It is enough, how-
ever, to perform the miracle.

Miracle fruit is grown from seed
but sometimes takes 10 weeks to
three months to germinate. Initial
growth is very slow but the plant can
flower and produce fruit when a
mere 12-inches tall.  

Miracle fruit grows best in a semi-
shaded location, but in The Bahamas
should always be grown in contain-
ers of acid to neutralise soil as the
plant does not like alkaline soil. 

To experience the taste-changing
miracle you should chew away the
skin and pulp from the seed, which
can then be removed for planting
purposes. Distribute the pulp to all
parts of the mouth before swallow-
ing, then try the lemon or lime juice.

If you have evening guests I sug-
gest you experiment after the meal is
eaten. Meats taste strange under the
influence and beer becomes posi-
tively vile. The effect lasts for at least
an hour and sometimes up to three
hours. During that time you can try
a wide variety of whatever is in the
refrigerator or pantry and see how
miracle fruit changes the taste.

Miracle fruit is used by many peo-
ple on a diet to help cut out sugar
and sugar substitutes. It is also used
by patients undergoing chemother-

apy treatment as it ameliorates the
metallic taste that some foods
impart. 

The miraculin in miracle fruit
would no doubt be a massive suc-
cess as a diet aid if only it could be
synthesized, but that has not hap-
pened yet as the make-up of mirac-
ulin is enormously complex. Dieters
therefore have to rely on a supply of
fresh fruits. The fruits can be frozen
for a short period, but lose their
powers after a few weeks.

Miracle fruit is fascinating. Adults
trying it for the first time are
returned to the excitement of dis-
covery that youth affords and jaded
maturity rarely experiences.

• j.hardy@coralwave.com

The wonders of miracle fruit
By GARDENER JACK

GREEN
SCENE

M I R A C L E fruit is small and vir-
tually tasteless but its sensory rever-
sal properties are... miraculous.



By LESH

JUST AS I had predicted, Haley is gone and
Lauren Alaina and sexy Scotty McCreery are
left in the top 2 spots for the once in a lifetime
chance to become an American Idol winner!

While I am sorry to see all of those talented
contestants voted out of the competition, I am
completely proud of Lauren and Scotty, they
were my favourite two from the beginning and

they always delivered during every perfor-
mance. 

Of course they performed some songs
that I did not agree with, but everyone
has their faults.  In my opinion they are
both winners and either of them can
walk away with the title because they
are both stars.

Lets Recap! The beginning of the
elimination night began with a few
fillers of the top three in the theaters
watching the new movie "Super 8" and
we also saw a little clip of Haley visit-
ing her fans and home town, we got to
see Haley's personality shine a little
bit when she visited Wheeling, Ill.

Next up was a clip of Scotty's emotional visit
back home to Garner, NC. With his humble
personality Scotty drove the crowd crazy, they
all had signs up with his name on it. Scotty was
shocked as if he did not know he had that many
f a n s .

Next on the line up of the home visit was my
girl Lauren for an emotional visit to the torna-
do ravaged south. She has the most charming
attitude, apart from her crying spells, she is
always just so happy and jittery most of the
t i m e .

The dimming of the lights came and Ryan
calls all three of the remaining contestants and
reveals to Scotty that he is definitely in the
finale show, then of course, he told Lauren to
join Scotty. 

As quick as that, America was presented it's
top 2. The look on Haley's face was priceless,
she was in total shock, but she did not go outside
of her character, she remained calm and col-
l e c t i v e .

Haley sang her final farewell song "Bennie
and the Jets." So the season is almost over and
before you know it, we will have our winner!

This week on the American Idol Finale, Scot-
ty and Lauren will each perform three songs.
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Jennifer Lopez’s 
‘I’m Into You’

“When I look into your eyes it’s
over
You got me hooked with your
love controller
I'm tripping and I can not get
over
I’m feeling lucky like a four leaf
clover
Cos I’m into you
I'm into you (x2)”

By LESH

P
ROMOTERS deem the
"Bahamas All Star"
party as the official
Memorial weekend
after party to hit South
Florida this Saturday
May 28, at the Stars

Banquet Hall, Miami.
The entire weekend is slated to be full of

excitement with all the Best of The Best
concert festivities going on. The All Stars
party will be swamped with entertainment
from the Bahamas’s very own DJs from
Bimini, Grand Bahama and New Provi-
d e n c e

From the Nassau area there will be music
to enjoy by DJ Tank and Lil Dwight, Selec-
tor Ty and Xtra Large. Joining in on the
festivities from the Freeport area will be
Bashment Kid, Dj Bling and Black Pan-
ther, Gangalee DaEntertainer, and Da
Magician. More on that line up of enter-
tainment will be sounds from Bimini Djs
King D'ano, DJ Vybez and Warbear.

In an interview with In Ya Ear, DJ King
D’ano noted that he is quite certain that the
party is going to be awesome. "The party is
going to turn out good because in my opin-
ion, The Bahamas run Best of the Best,
most of the support and patronage for that
concert comes from the Bahamas."

In Ya Ear understands that in his many
years working in Florida, D'ano also known

as King D’ano has been involved in quite a
number of big shows and has made many
valuable contacts. As DJ King D’ano, he
has gained quite a bit of notoriety in South
Florida for his mixing skills and party pro-
motions. He has recently moved on to the
digital era and mixes for Cancer High Pow-
er in Bimini Bahamas, which broadcast on
Mix 96 Radio in Florida, home of the Best
of the best.

Speaking on the venue for the All Stars
party, he explained: "We had to do it in a
Banquet Hall because the club scene would
have been too crowded for the people, we
had to do this one for the Bahamian peo-
ple, make them comfortable."

Going further on the Best of The Best
festivities, the concert's website says: "Each
year, Best Of The Best welcomes thou-
sands of visitors from urban centers around
the United States, including New York,
DC, Atlanta, Houston, as well as from the
Caribbean, South America and Europe."

The site goes on to note that the City of
Miami, Bicentennial Park will be a center

of musical energy for back to back block-
buster concerts on Saturday, May 28 and
Sunday, May 29, it says: " Day one, dubbed
Spring Fest, will feature the best of the
best in contemporary R&B and Hip-Hop,
including Miami native Rick Ross, Trey
Songz, Chris Brown, Keri Hilson, Lloyd,
Jeremih, Miguel , Marsha Ambrosius (for-
merly of the duo Floetry), Travis Porter
and Big Sean. Nationally syndicated radio
personality and comedian Rickey Smiley
will host with Russ Parr and Jabba of Mas-
sive B."

"Dancehall icon, Shabba Ranks, will per-
form on day two alongside some of the
biggest acts in Reggae, Hip-Hop, Dancehall
and Soca, including Stephen and Damian
“Jr Gong” Marley, DJ Khaled, Vybz Kar-
tel (who will appear with his band live via
satellite from Jamaica), Tarrus Riley, Ali-
son Hinds, Trina, Assassin, Etana, Sanchez,
I-Octane, Ace Hood, Stephen McGregor,
Chino, Richie Loop, Demarco, Gappy
Ranks, Romain Virgo, Tifa, Big A.C.,
Qwote, Danielle D.I., ZJ Liquid."

One more elimination on its way

GLOBAL ARTISTS
FLOCKING TO THE
INTOXICATING
BIRD’S EYE RIDDIM

D AYL I N E
Vivian Green

Haley Reinhart

By LESH

WITH OVER twelve global artists,
Bird's Eye Riddim, is in heavy rota-
tion on major radio stations in the
Bahamas Costa Rica, Portugal,
Nairobi Kenya, Amsterdam,
France and Germany.

The man behind the Riddim is a
Grand Bahama native and Bahami-
an producer Preston Stuart III of
Cyclone Entertainment along with
Grammy Winning Jamaican/Amer-
ican producer Jason A Farmer of J-
VIBE Productions (Coral Springs,
Florida), who have been preparing
for months for upcoming tours and
live performances.

In a statement, Mr Stuart tells
In Ya Ear that the first time he
worked with Jason Farmer was in
2002 when they  both produced the
song "Royal VIbes” for Ky-mani
Marley.

It took a little time for the duo to
master the Riddim, but their vision
was for something a bit different.
He says: “We wanted this Riddim
to represent Reggae music as a
whole, not the Reggae artist from
the Bahamas or from Trinidad or
the Virgin Islands. We wanted to
bring the best from different coun-
tries together to prove that they
are all artists of the same merit,
looking from a bird's eye view.”

According to Mr Staurt, the lead
single on the Riddim is from Rasta
of love Taurus Riley and  RnB sen-
sation Vivan Green of the United
States. " They came together to
produce a very interesting single
about relationships entitled “Let it
b u r n . ” The second single on the
album is from Nassau's own Mdeez
entitled "Love is," then there is
Presure Buss Pipe with "All I
want" and dancehall Diva Ce'cile
with "I got a man." 

Going further, the artists on
Bird’s Eye Riddim also include
Phoneix Phenom of the United
States, Pressure Buss Pipe of the
US Virgin Islands, Dancehall Diva
Ce’cile of Jamaica, Richie Camp-
bell of Portugal, Nature of Jamaica;
Globe-trotter Jah Bami of Trinidad
and Tobago, Puerto Rican Ameri-
can Selena Serrano, award-winning
Ricardo Clarke of Bahamas; Musi-
cal Doctor MDeez of Bahamas;
Lady Melody Raquel Oliver of
Bahamas; CJ Priest; Mr Ching;
Avaran; Bodine all blazing air-
waves in Bahamas.

This compilation of artists and
styles from across the globe brings
an appeal to the Bird’s Eye Rid-
dim that is certain to break into
reggae charts worldwide. One lis-
tener describes the tracks as “pas-
sionate” while another says “there’s
a return of love to reggae on Bird’s
Eye”. Undoubtedly each track has
a unique flavor with a conscious
message."

Producers say the Riddim's offi-
cial release will not come until
June. "There will be an album
release party on Saturday, June, 18
at the upcoming Ultra Exclusive
"All of the Lights" party where
there will be live performances at
Club Luna by The Diamond
Princess Trina and Jboog. And then
off the Bird's Eye Riddim we will
have Mdeez, Raquel Oliver and
Selena Serrano," Mr Stuart
explains.

For all the listening ears, the
Bird’s Eye Riddim will be avail-
able next month at various online
stores including iTunes and also on
cds in a store near you.
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Katt Williams Michael Jackson George Clinton

Khole Kardashian 

Flava FlavNick Nolte Rip Torn

James BrownKumari Fullbight
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