
A PROFOUNDLY
negative effect is feared
for businesses on Prince
Charles Drive as the
Ministry of Works pre-
pares to close the road
for two months.

Businesses bracing
for a full road closure
between Pine Barren
Road and College Gar-
dens from June 11 maintain
they are bound to feel an eco-
nomic impact during at least
eight weeks of planned road
works.

The Shell service station and
shop at the front of the Plaza
del Sol shopping mall is at the
centre of the area set for clo-
sure, as are the Swiss Pastry
Shop and Institute of Business

and Commerce in the
same plaza. Common-
wealth Bank and Doris
Johnson Senior High
School are across the
street.

Shell station manager
Everette Sands said the
partial road closure
implemented at the
eastern end of Prince

Charles Drive in March has
already had a negative impact
on business, and he said the full
road closure in front of the
shopping plaza is likely to con-
tinue the downward trend.

“Over the last month there
has been a drop in customers,
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TRIBUNE SAYS FAREWELL TO CHIEF REPORTER RUPERT MISSICK JR.

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

A LOCAL attorney
accused of stealing $85,000
from a client was arraigned
in court yesterday.

Police have charged 57-
year-old attorney Tyrone
Pyfrom with stealing the cash
from a client sometime
between Tuesday, January 5,
and Wednesday, March 2,
2010. 

LOCAL ATTORNEY 
CHARGED WITH

STEALING $85,000
FROM CLIENT

SEE page seven

ROAD CONTROVERSY: New Providence Road Improvement and Infra-
structure Project engineer Charlene Collie.

SEE page seven

A YOUNG American chef at a Nas-
sau restaurant was treated in hospital for
head and other injuries after being beat-
en in his home by armed invaders.

Dan Quirk, 25, had just returned to
his Western Road residence shortly after
midnight on Wednesday from his job at
the Mahogany House, near Lyford Cay,
when he was met inside by two men.

The men ambushed and punched him,
and a struggle followed, according to a
family member, who did not wish to be

identified.  “He was beaten all over. He
got two blows to the head. He’s doing
okay now though,” the relative said yes-
terday. 

Mr Quirk, who moved to the Bahamas
from the US to work at Mahogany House,
the restaurant developed and owned by
Bahamian hedge-fund manager, Mark
Holowesko, received a dozen stitches to

AMERICAN CHEF INJURED IN
HOME INVASION BY ARMED MEN
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SEE page seven

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A LOCAL government hopeful who
intends to run for North Eleuthera’s Cur-
rent Island seat has created waves in the
community as locals say he does not have a
right to the seat.

George Taylor, of Taylor’s Electrical and
Mechanical Company Limited in East

Street South, Nassau, claims he has been
working to relocate to the North Eleuthera
island community of just 50 people over
the last three years.

However, residents say Mr Taylor does
not live in the community, and although
his mother is from the community, he is
not.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT HOPEFUL’S 
ELECTION BID RUNS INTO PROBLEMS

SEE page seven

RYAN PINDER

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A GENEROUS Tribune reader has reached out to help the
family struggling to raise a mentally-handicapped woman’s
child conceived when she was allegedly raped by a police offi-
cer.

The junior high school teacher was so moved by the article
about the family’s hardship and fight for justice, she agreed with
her friend, a lawyer, to pay their $2,400 electricity bill so they
could once again have power.

As the main breadwinner, the 48-year-old single mother
who has raised 13 children and now lives with her two sons, sev-
en and 14, her daughter, 26, who has Down’s Syndrome, and the

TRIBUNE READER PAYS BEC
BILL OF STRUGGLING FAMILY

SEE page seven

MOVING OCCASION: The Tribune
family bid farewell to its long-time
Chief Reporter Rupert Missick Jr
yesterday. Rupert, who was
recently honoured by the Southern
Newspaper Publishers Association
for his Insight reports, is pursuing
a new role in public relations.

Reflecting on his time at The
Tribune, Rupert – who was only
19 when he started working as a
“cub reporter” at the paper in
2001 – said: “It feels like I grew up
at The Tribune. I experienced a lot
of ups and downs in the nearly ten
years I was here, not only profes-
sionally, but personally as well. I
have always believed, and still
believe today, that The Tribune
has some of the most creative, tal-
ented and hard-working journal-
ists working in the industry today.
I regret in leaving that I will not be
part of this brilliant team when
they cover the upcoming election.”

Managing Editor John Fleet paid
tribute to Rupert and his work at
The Tribune. He said: “Rupert will
be a hard act to follow. As Chief
Reporter he made the job his own,
offering advice and guidance to
his team of reporters. He always
got the very best of them. 

“Rupert is one of the nicest
guys I ever met. His impact on
The Tribune has been immense.
We will all miss him very much.” 

Rupert is pictured here with a
framed photo of himself which
was used a few years ago as part
of an in-house advertisement
series.

                       



SUCCESSFUL END TO FIRST SESSION OF

‘GET WELL 
BAHAMAS’
CHALLENGE
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THE inaugural session of the ‘Get Well
Bahamas’ challenge has ended successfully
with the achievement of the initiative’s short-
term goals.

Participants with diabetes saw a drop in
their haemoglobin levels while those strug-
gling with weight issues dropped the pounds.
The National Insurance Board’s Get Well
Bahamas (GWB) challenge ended on May
18 with an awards ceremony under the theme,
“Recognising Excellence and Rewarding the
Best”. 

The short-term goals of this programme –
to reduce the participants’ dependence on
prescription medication and improve their
vital statistics through fitness training and
wellness coaching – were achieved, GWB
representatives said. 

Dr Carnille Farquharson, family medicine
specialist, reported that three per cent of the
diabetics in the programme dropped their
A1c levels by at least one per cent, therefore
decreasing their risk of death by heart attack. 

Most participants also lost more than 10
pounds during the programme, which can
improve blood sugar and cholesterol levels
and overall health. 

While all participants were congratulated
for their achievements, the overall winners
included Dinah Knowles in first place, who
lost a whopping 50 pounds, Reann Kelly-
King, who lost 15 per cent body of her body
weight to place second, and her mother, Ber-
nice Munnings, who placed third with a 14.1
per cent body weight loss. 

The closing ceremony, held at Workers
House, was the culmination of a three-month-
long partnership between NIB, Jemi Health &
Wellness and Body Zone Fitness. The GWB
programme was designed to combat obesity
and the prevalence of chronic non-communi-
cable diseases like hypertension, diabetes,
heart disease and high cholesterol which affect
one in every three Bahamians. 

During the ceremony, Minister of Educa-
tion Desmond Bannister said the treatment of
such illnesses consumes the majority of the
country’s national health budget, requiring
the expansion of hospitals, a greater demand
for medical professionals, and increasing the
budget for medication and rehabilitative ser-
vices. Therefore, a focus on preventative,
rather than treatment, is essential not only
to government spending but also to the health
of the public.

“Those of you who participated in the first
Get Well Bahamas challenge are at the fore-
front of the national prevention movement. A
programme like this, which focuses on pre-
vention rather than treatment, is a winner
for all. For government, it means containing
healthcare spending, retarding borrowing and
inflation, and ensuring a better return on its
investment. For business and industry, it
means fewer staff sick days, more on-task
hours, greater productivity and increased abil-
ity to compete. For the individual, it increas-
es the chance of remaining physically and
mentally fit and socially active for life,” said
Minister Bannister.

Algernon Cargill, NIB director, described
the challengers as a “family of courageous
men and women”, and reminded them that
the Get Well Bahamas challenge was the first
step in their journey to wellness. He also
announced the launch of the Get Well
Bahamas Shield of Excellence, a formal
recognition of exemplary service provided by
the programme’s partners. To a rousing round
of applause from the 40 participants, Dr
Cargill presented awards to Janette Martin-
Isaacs, president of Jemi Health & Wellness,
and Albert Rahming, president of Body Zone
Fitness. While the ceremony signified the end
of phase one of the Get Well Bahamas pro-
gramme, Mrs Isaacs encouraged participants
to continue their wellness maintenance.

YOUNG women represent-
ing the Bahamas captured
Miss and Junior Miss crowns
in the Atlanta Caribbean
Carnival Pageant. 

Representing the Bahamas, 20-year-old
Nadia Barr and 14-year-old Serena Turnquest
took home the crowns of Miss and Junior Miss
Atlanta Caribbean Carnival, respectively, at
the recent fourth annual scholarship pageant at
Miller Grove High School in Lithonia, Geor-
gia.

The pageant was presented by the Atlanta
Caribbean Carnival Bandleaders Association
(ACCBA) and featured three categories. Five-
year-old Priya Mungroo, representing the
island of Trinidad, walked away with the title
of Princess. 

Other countries represented in the pageant

included Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana,
Jamaica, Haiti, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin
Islands. 

The event which included a variety of enter-
tainment highlighted the contestants compet-
ing in a series of categories including cultur-
al/historical wear; evening wear and talent. 

In addition to the crown, Ms Barr won the
Miss Congeniality title, people’s choice, cul-
tural/historical presentation, talent and evening
wear, while Ms Turnquest also walked away
with the people's choice, Miss Entrepreneur,
evening wear and cultural/historical presen-
tation wear titles.

“I’ve watched this group of young ladies
prepare and rehearse for several months and
on the big day they made us all proud. They
competed well, made friends along the way
and will all go on to achieve great things in the
future,” said pageant director Nadine Quin-

land-Phillips. During the year-long reign, the
young ladies will represent Atlanta Caribbean
Carnival at various events in metro-Atlanta
and around the country. Among their many
appearances, the beauties will be seen at the
upcoming 23rd Annual Atlanta Caribbean
Carnival, to be held May 28, as well as other
events leading up to the Carnival celebration. 

The Bahamian queens were among the pop-
ular featured guests at a recent event at the
Tyler Perry Studios in Atlanta promoting the
Bahamas. 

THE mission of the ACCBA is to promote
a broader understanding and deeper appreci-
ation for Caribbean culture by seeking the
interest of Atlanta Caribbean carnival groups
and using the Atlanta Caribbean Carnival as a
vehicle for the promotion of Caribbean culture
among the broader Metro Atlanta communi-
ty.

Beauties of Bahamian descent
claim titles in

CARIBBEAN
PAGEANT

“I’ve watched this group of young ladies prepare and rehearse for several months
and on the big day they made us all proud.” 

Pageant director Nadine Quinland-Phillips

CHALLENGING TIME: Pictured (l-r) are sec-
ond place winner Reann Kelly-King; Tami
Francis, manager of the National Prescription
Drug Plan; first place winner Dinah Knowles;
Algernon Cargill, director of the National Insurance
Board; and third place winner Bernice Munnings. Prizes
included year supplies of Nautilus Water, gym member-
ships from Body Zone Fitness and Jemi Health & Well-
ness, gift certificates from Solomon’s Super Center,
clothing from Fine Threads, Bonneville Bones, Adam
and Eve, and Sizes Women’s Full-Figured Fashions. 

(TCL Photo Wendell Cleare)

GRAND Bahama could
receive a minor boost to its
tourism industry as up to 1,500
vacationers are expected to visit
the island over a 14-week period
starting at the end of this month.

Some 34 Italian-based travel
agents will arrive in Freeport on
May 31 aboard the Blue Panora-
ma Airlines Boeing 767 Jet from
Milan, Italy as part of the Alpi-
tours charter programme. 

The programme, now in its
second year, has been extended
by an additional eight weeks to a
total of 14 weeks this year. 

It is expected to deliver
approximately 1,500 visitors,
arriving at 10.30pm on Tuesdays
over fifteen flight rotations
through September 6, 2011. 

Deputy Director-General of
Tourism Ellison “Tommy”
Thompson said the islands of the
Bahamas continue to maintain a
strong presence in the European
marketplace. “The beaches, pris-
tine environment and the value
of the all-inclusive Grand
Bahama island experiences com-
pete favourably against other
Caribbean destinations and the
nearby Italian vacation
favourites such as Kenya, Cape
Verde and Senegal,” Mr
Thompson said. The European
arrivals booked at the Viva
Wyndham will be assigned to
the 72 refurbished spacious guest
rooms located on the beach
front. The upgrades include
vibrant tropical colours,
redesigned bathrooms, new fur-
niture, 32” LCD televisions and
wireless internet services.

The Ministry of Tourism and
Aviation, Grand Bahama Island
Tourism Board, the Radisson
Our Lucaya Resort, Viva Wyn-
dham Fortuna Beach Resort and
industry partners have prepared
a four-day itinerary of special
activities, tours and site inspec-
tions as part of the destination
familiarisation programme. The
travel agents will also visit Nas-
sau to experience the product
prior to departure on June 7,
2011. The European passengers
will be processed at Grand
Bahama International Airport
upon arrival and through the
Domestic Terminal on depar-
ture. 

The flight will stop in Cancun,
Mexico on the return to Milan. 

TOURISM BOOST FOR
GRAND BAHAMA

           



UNEMPLOYMENT num-
bers are highest among
Bahamians who are living with
disabilities and on “the mar-
gins of society”, Disabled Per-
sons Organisation (DPO) pres-
ident Drexel Deal said.

Speaking at the Kiwanis
Club of New Providence this
week, Mr Deal said the gov-
ernment could save millions of
dollars if it trained persons
with disabilities for careers
rather than spending large
sums of money on supporting
t h e m .

The DPO president said the
lack of proper education and
training initiatives is one of the
major issues facing persons
with disabil it ies in the
Bahamas. It is a “system” that
is hindering persons with dis-
abilities, he said. 

In an effort to counter this,
the DPO launched an initia-
tive last year which is aimed
at empowering persons with
disabilities. 

In his speech to the Kiwa-
nis Club, Mr Deal said that on
July 28, 2010 the DPO and 21
of its members launched its
own company under the name
“Yes We Can Products.”

The first phase of this initia-
tive, he said, was the introduc-
tion of two powdered laundry
detergents. 

“The Yes We Can initiative
seeks to address the social
issues, faced by persons with
disabilities in the Bahamas, by
using business principles found
in social enterprises,” Mr Deal
said. 

“One of the many issues fac-
ing us persons with disabilities
is the lack of proper educa-
tional and training opportuni-
ties for a career. This leads to a
high level of unemployment
among us persons with dis-
abilities, which is the highest
in our country. As a result of
this, the average person with
a disability in the Bahamas
lives below the margins of soci-
ety, and in too many cases out
right poverty,” Mr Deal said. 

He further noted: “We are
the most vulnerable socio-eco-

nomic group in our beloved
country, and it is the way we
are viewed by others that
largely hinders our growth and
our progress.”

Mr Deal said that persons
with disabilities are viewed as
liabilities and too often as a
burden. 

“The focus is centred on our
disabilities, and not our capa-
bilities. If all you can see is my
problem and not the solution,
it is easy to treat me as if I’m
the problem, because of my
disability I’m the one who can-
not be educated and trained
for a career,” he said. 

Mr Deal claimed that the
“system” is more demoralising
and debilitating to persons
with disabilities, noting that
when a person with a disability
attempts to earn an income he
or she is no longer given gov-
ernment assistance.

“This is why we say, it is the
system, that is more demoral-
ising and debilitating to us than
our disability is. This is the
reality we face each day, liv-
ing with a disability in the
Bahamas,” he said. 

Mr Deal noted that it would
make more sense for the gov-
ernment to train persons with
disabilities for a career than
to spend hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to simply pro-
vide assistance to them.

“When the focus is on the
empowerment of a person
with a disability, we will now
become contributing members
to the system, rather than
heavily depending on it. As a
country we will save hundreds
of millions of dollars in the
long run. More importantly,
the food stores will make more
money, the clothing stores will
make more, car dealership,
home developers, banks and
insurance companies all stand
to benefit,” he said.

Mr Deal said that under the
“Yes We can Initiative”, the
DPO has been offering low
priced washing and cleaning
supplies. 

“People are now taking
advantage of our discounted

prices from 14 per cent and as
low as 31 per cent on products
such as Gain powder and liq-
uid laundry detergents, Clorox
bleach, Joy dishwashing liq-
uid, Downy, Gain fabric soft-
eners, Mr Clean, and many
more. 

“Moreover, if three or more
persons place an order togeth-
er,  they will receive an addi-
tional 7 per cent off their cost,
for an unbelievable discount
of up to 38 per cent on clean-
ing supplies. On top of our low
pricing, there is also free deliv-
ery right to your door. To see
a complete listing of all our
packages, please visit our web-
site at :  www.takeme-
tonewheights.com,” Mr Deal
said. 

“What we’re doing through
the “Yes We Can” initiative
is nothing new, other countries
have been empowering their
citizens with disabilities for
years through self employment
opportunities,” he said.

According to Mr Deal, the
“ Yes  We  C an” in i t i a t ive
seeks  not only to employ
persons with disabilities, but
also “to lift them up mental-
ly, by rebuilding their self-
esteem, self-worth and their
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e . ”

LOCAL NEWS
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“As a
C h r i s t i a n
B a h a m i a n
I am angry
and vex
that the
two moth-
ers of the
s e v e n
young kids
ages two to
10 years old, some of whom
have tragically perished in the
home; one mother was deport-
ed to Haiti a few years ago and
the other had left the kids in
January. Little Nassau can't
even pay its own teachers,
policemen properly, much less
to have to baby-sit and raise
these babies left behind by
mothers in a system where
money is taken from Bahami-
an institutions for health,
schooling, etc. It is simply cru-
el and inhuman to leave these
little babies to grow up almost
by themselves in another
man's country. No fit parents
should leave so many of their
young babies in a different
country to grow up.”

– GOT CUCKOOED

“I vex that large banks with
billions of dollars in assets,
making millions of Bahamian
dollars in profits year after
year from the Bahamian soci-
ety, should show their corpo-
rate citizenship during these
economic times when the
politicians say things getting
better by laying off all these
female Bahamian bank work-
ers in their own country. And
especially those with children.
Be the unsung Bahamian hero,
Mr Bank, others do it so can
you.”

– OBSERVER

"I plain vex wid all dis mur-
deration an crime going on an
all of them churches is having
what is called a 'low profile';
they needs to change. Ain't
they the ones who is supposed
to be shouting loudest 'thou
shall not tief,' ‘thou shall not
kill’, ‘thou shall not covet your
neighbour's tings’ ?"

– CITIZEN JOE

"I am vex with all the land
owners who greatly facilitate
and encourage crime to occur
and grow by allowing thugs,
criminals, purse snatchers, jon-
sers, murderers, strange men
to walk through 'track roads'
or 'short cuts' across their
unsecured properties thereby
quickly eluding police and
making good their escape.
Police should notify owners of
those track road properties or
they should be seized and
secured by the government for
the public good or sold to com-
pensate the victims."
– VICTIMS COMPENSATION

"I vex because despite
spending almost $300 million
of the public money for the
Ministry of Education which
experienced educated people
have questioned, no one has
yet apparently spent a few
thousand dollars to have a soci-
ological analysis of various
group interactions, classes,
their make-up, etc, to improve
education and to also publish
the report."

– TAX PAYER

WHY YOU HAPPY?
"I am happy that the funny

season is here because the vot-
ers can sit back and be enter-
tained by all the speeches,
actions or inactions of those
seeking our vote."

– 'I THINK THEREFORE 
I VOTE (AM).'

• P O L I C E arrested a 28-
year-old man who threatened
officers with a handgun before
leading them on a foot chase
in Yellow Elder Gardens.

At around 5.15pm on Thurs-
day, officers of the Mobile Divi-
sion acting on a tip proceeded
to Melvern Road, Yellow Elder
Gardens, where they saw a man
acting suspiciously.  

As the officers approached,
the culprit pulled out a handgun
and pointed it in the direction
of the officers while running
towards the rear of a home in
the area. 

Police continued their pur-
suit, caught up with the 28-year-
old, who is presently on bail for
armed robbery and causing
harm, and recovered a hand-
gun with a quantity of ammu-
nition. 

The firearm they recovered
from the 28-year-old was only
one of five illegal weapons
police captured overnight in
three separate incidents.

Sometime around 8.30pm on
Thursday, officers of Rapid
Strike were on routine patrol
on Lincoln Boulevard when
they conducted a search of an
area at the rear of a tyre shop
on Lincoln Boulevard and
recovered a shotgun along with

shotgun shells. No one was tak-
en into custody.   

In the third incident, officers
of the Central Detective Unit
discovered three firearms on a
property at Westridge Estates. 

Police reports indicate that
sometime around 11.45pm on
Thursday officers of the CDU,
acting on a tip, proceeded to a
vacant property where they
recovered three handguns  with
a quantity of ammunition. 

No one was taken into cus-
tody; however, police investi-
gations into all matters contin-
ue. 

• POLICE took 10 persons
into custody following ‘Opera-
tion Southern Storm’.

On Thursday, between the
hours of 1pm and 11pm, offi-
cers of the Southern Division
continued with their operation
which resulted in 10 people –
nine men and one woman –
being taken into custody.

The woman, aged 22, was
arrested for unlawfully carry-
ing arms, and the men were
arrested on various offences
such as breach of a court order,
armed robbery, possession of
dangerous drugs, burglary,
threats of death and assault
with a deadly weapon. 

WHY YOU VEX? DPO president: Govt should train disabled

POLICE NEWS

DISABLED Per-
sons Organisation
(DPO) president
Drexel Deal
addresses the
Kiwanis Club of
New Providence.

Lack of proper education one
of major issues facing disabled



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I watched with amazement
the developing story which
involved three high ranking
PLP officials sending a letter

to the Leader of the Official
opposition. The intent of the
letter was to advise the Rt
Honourable Perry Christie
that he should not allow the
ratification of several PLP

candidates in the upcoming
general election.

Let’s dissect this for a
moment. Mr Raynard Rigby
is a former chairman of the
PLP. Mr Philip Galanis is a
former PLP campaign coor-
dinator and Mr George Smith
is a former parliamentarian.
Obviously, these men have
been in the inner circle of the
PLP and they have a good
grasp on how the PLP oper-
ates.

The fact that these three
esteemed men would send a
letter to the PLP leader gives
the appearance that democ-
racy as it relates to the ratifi-
cation of candidates is not
alive in the PLP. They
addressed this letter to the Rt
Hon Perry Christie because
they felt that he could influ-
ence the selection process of
potential candidates.

Doesn’t the PLP have a
“selection committee”? Don’t
potential MPs go through a
fair process where they are
vetted and then the best can-
didate chosen? Obviously, Mr
Rigby, Mr Smith and Mr
Galanis don’t think so. They
feel that the power lies in the
party’s leader.

Shouldn’t there be an even
keel process where potential
candidates can all have a
chance to appeal to the mass-
es by way of debates on tele-
vision and radio? The fact
that there is a “selection com-
mittee” to choose candidates
is fundamentally flawed and it
leaves too much power in the
hands of a small few. This
doesn’t appear to be democ-
ratic to me.......I wonder who
selects the selection commit-
tee.

DEHAVILLAND
MOSS
Nassau,a
May, 2011.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

As a young teenager grow-
ing up in New Providence in
the mid-1980’s, I was fasci-
nated and fearful of drug
dealers. I watched them drive
fancy cars, ride motorbikes
and carry around brick cellu-
lar phones. I also watched
them carry around stacks of
money which would bulge
from their pockets. Addition-
ally, drug dealers employed
huge posies and if you got in
trouble with one of their
cronies you could face possi-
ble reprisal and would not get
any justice.

Society back then did not
seem too concerned about
right and wrong because lit-
erally everyone seemed to be
profiting from illegal drug
activity. Drug dealers could
deposit huge sums of money
at commercial banks and
could buy cars cash without
even raising an eyebrow as to
the source of funds. I worked
for a body work shop during
the summer and sometimes
after school and saw first hand
the number of cars that some
of the drug dealers drove and
I enjoyed the tips that I would
receive when the “drug boys”
came to pick up their cars.
Moreover, drug dealers
walked around with thou-
sands of dollars and bribery
of government officials and
the public at large was com-
monplace. Over 25 years lat-
er, the country is still reeling
from this openly illegal activ-
ity that has scarred the lives of
many Bahamians. Some have
died, are in jail, and have
become drug addicts. A lot of
the drug dealers from that
time are now penniless and
they are now passing on their
poor work ethics and morals
to their children.

The numbers game has
been illegal in the Bahamas
for as long as I can remem-
ber. It has always been con-
trolled by a small few. Now

we have web shops. Over the
last five years, these web
shops have grown exponen-
tially and are more techno-
logically advanced than many
government offices.

Yet, the web shops contin-
ue to open up unabated all
across the Bahamas. They
seem to be glorified by
Bahamians of all sectors of
society, inclusive of the armed
forces and the legislature. I
listened to a talk show recent-
ly and members of a web shop
were special guests. They
talked about their contribu-
tions to society and openly
admitted their business activ-
ities. Will there be out-
rage?....You guessed right. No
there will not.

As a child growing up, I
had a strong parental base
and also I watched the pro-
grammes on ZNS which aired
the campaign, “Just say no”
and I decided that I did not
want to be a part of the drug
trade nor use drugs. My focus
was to become educated. The
message being sent to our
children is not a good one.
How can numbers be illegal
and then be glorified on
national radio? Do we think
that our children are silly? Do
we think that they aren’t lis-
tening?

Are certain officials on the
numbers racket payroll?
Remember that criminal
activity does not happen in
isolation and usually it takes
an organised network to suc-
cessfully profit from crime.

We are telling our kids to
listen to what we say, but they
are watching what we do. We
need not be surprised when
so many murders are occur-
ring in the Bahamas. We need
not be surprised when no one

stops at the traffic lights any
more. (“Yes you, Rex X, I
saw you yesterday when you
ran the red light”). We need
not be surprised when Mem-
bers of Parliament are not
annually declaring their
assets. Why hasn’t the Attor-
ney General filed any
charges? We need not be sur-
prised when web shops are
operating on every corner in
New Providence.

I must admit that in hind-
sight that the “War on Drugs”
overwhelmed the Bahamas,
but much effort has been
made to curtail this problem.
The police have also raided
web shops. But these two
industries are profitable and
getting an easy dollar will not
deter Bahamians from enter-
ing these illegal trades.
Despite emerging technolo-
gies today that can track drug
boats and despite forensic
accounting that can detect
illegal funds from web shops,
it remains people who must
stand in the gap and take a
stand. Only Bahamians who
have morals will be able to
bring resolution to these illic-
it businesses.

Does history repeat itself?
The Bahamas has a long line
of blooming illegal industries.
From shipwrecking, blockade
running, drug dealing, human
trafficking to number houses,
we always had illegal indus-
tries that involved many
prominent Bahamians and
residents alike. Complicit
behaviour continues to erode
our society. No need to tell
the “bad man” to put down
his gun when you are playing
the three and four ball. Crime
is crime. There is no differ-
ence. Our social behaviour is
not improving and we as a
country have much to be con-
cerned about. We are out of
order.

DEHAVILLAND MOSS
Nassau,
May 19, 2011.
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JERUSALEM — In laying out some of the
parameters for an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal,
President Barack Obama is presenting the Israeli
and Palestinian leaders with tricky and fateful
choices.

Obama said the basis for border talks between
the two must be Israel's frontier before it cap-
tured the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem in
the 1967 Mideast War.

It's something Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas has been waiting to hear from Oba-
ma for more than two years. Abbas must now
decide whether these assurances are enough for
him to drop plans to ask the U.N. General
Assembly in September to recognize a Palestin-
ian state in the territories occupied in 1967, and
instead return to negotiations with Israel.

However, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu signaled after his meeting with Oba-
ma Friday in Washington that he is not prepared
to consider the U.S. president's proposals, calling
the 1967 borders "indefensible."

There is another big hurdle en route to the
resumption of peace talks that Obama clearly
wants — Abbas' reconciliation with his bitter
rival, Hamas. Considered a terror group by the
U.S. and Israel, the Islamic militant group has giv-
en no indication that it is willing to moderate as
it forms a possible unity government with Abbas'
Fatah movement.

Obama has asked the Palestinians for a "cred-
ible answer" to that problem.

Abbas says he and not the Palestinian gov-
ernment will be negotiating — and there is a
sense that such a finessing would be acceptable to
the world community if Netanyahu would go
along.  However, Netanyahu said Friday that
Abbas would have to choose between Hamas
and peace talks.

Abbas consulted by phone with several Arab
foreign ministers, and planned to meet Satur-
day in Jordan with King Abdullah II, before
responding to Obama's parameters, said Pales-
tinian negotiator Saeb Erekat. After his return to
the West Bank, he will meet with PLO and Fatah
leaders in coming days, Erekat said.

Erekat said it's too early to say whether the
Palestinians will now drop their U.N. recognition
bid. He said Netanyahu's comments amounted to
a "total rejection of the Obama vision and
speech."

A U.S. official, speaking on condition of
anonymity in exchange for discussing sensitive
negotiations, said Obama's formulation in a
speech Thursday, endorsing the pre-1967 cease-
fire line, was presented in the hopes of dissuad-
ing the Palestinians from going ahead with their
U.N. plan.

The president said the 1967 frontier should
serve as a baseline, but allowed for mutually
agreed land swaps.

It differed from previous U.S. positions in
nuance — but important nuance.

"The U.S. is now formally on record, in no
uncertain terms, advocating for an initial deal
based on the 1967 lines, with land swaps, and
agreed security provisions," said Scott Lasen-
sky, an analyst with the U.S. Institute of Peace.

"The administration had danced around that
formulation for some time, but typically had
framed it as an aspiration of the parties — rather
than U.S. policy."

Netanyahu has said he wanted Obama to
reaffirm commitments made by President
George W. Bush in a 2004 letter to then-Israeli
premier Ariel Sharon. Referring to Israel's set-
tlements, Bush wrote that "in light of new reali-
ties on the ground ... it is unrealistic to expect that
the outcome of final status negotiations will be a
full and complete return to the armistice lines of
1949" — a term synonymous with the pre-1967
borders.

The Obama administration has said it did
not consider that letter binding.

The question has been around ever since the
1967 Middle East war. A few months later Secu-
rity Council Resolution 242 called for "with-
drawal of Israeli armed forces from territories
occupied in the recent conflict," avoiding use of
"the territories" and leaving the sides to debate
whether this meant Israel could keep some areas.

In 2000, then-U.S. President Bill Clinton laid
out parameters for a peace deal, proposing that
the Palestinians keep all of Gaza and up to 96 per
cent of the West Bank, while Israel would annex
areas where it has settled Jews in east Jerusalem
and some Jewish settlements in the West Bank.
The Palestinians would be compensated in a
land swap. That never led to agreement.

Netanyahu's predecessor, Ehud Olmert,
sought to annex 6.5 per cent of the West Bank to
Israel, and offered an equal amount of Israeli
land in exchange. Abbas said he was ready to
swap no more than 1.9 per cent, which means the
vast majority of settlements would have to go.
Those talks broke off in 2008 as well.

For Netanyahu, as head of the right-wing
Likud, it is a major leap that he is willing to state,
as he did in Israel's parliament on Monday, that
he would acquiesce to a Palestinian state.

But the Israeli leader still rejects a division of
Jerusalem, wants to keep troops along the Jordan
River on the Palestinian state's eastern flank,
and wants to retain major blocs of Jewish settle-
ments.  Abbas repeatedly has asked Obama to
present his own outlines for a final deal. Having
lost faith in negotiations, the Palestinians have
turned to a different plan: Going to the General
Assembly for recognition in September.

But that is a problematic gambit, because it
takes the Security Council to set membership
in motion, and the Palestinians face a likely U.S.
veto there. The General Assembly can only rec-
ommend; although the Palestinians have a near-
certain majority there, the outcome promises to
be messy and there are some concerns about
how Palestinians will react after all the buildup
perhaps yields little change on the ground.

Bassem Zbeidy, a Palestinian analyst, said
Obama’s speech did not meet Palestinian expec-
tations — and added that he was concerned that
Obama criticized the Palestinians' planned U.N.
bid and Abbas' recent reconciliation agreement
with Hamas.

(This article was written by Dan Perry and
Karin Laub of the Associated Press).
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THE Bahamas Marine
Exporters Association
(BMEA) and its partners
reported that they are making
progress with their initiatives
to the protect and sustain the
country’s $70 million lobster
fishery industry. 

The Bahamas is currently
one of the leading producers of
spiny lobster tails in the world
earning about $70 million dol-
lars or more per year. Due to
the high demand for Bahamian
spiny lobster both domestically
and internationally, unsustain-
able fishing practices have
occurred that place pressure on
lobster populations which ulti-
mately affect landings as well
as cause negative impacts on
the marine ecosystem.

The BMEA, which is com-
prised of local licenced lobster
exporters, has been working in
partnership with the World
Wildlife Fund, the Department
of Marine Resources (DMR),
fishermen, buyers, and local
non-government organisatons
(NGOs) to encourage sustain-
able fishing practices and
improve management of the
spiny lobster fishery. 

Since 2009, the BMEA and
its partners have developed and
implemented a strategy to
improve the lobster fishery
industry under an initiative

known as the Bahamas Spiny
Lobster Fishery Improvement
Project (FIP) in order to pro-
mote more sustainable man-
agement practices so that the
industry performs at a level
consistent with the Marine
Stewardship Council (MSC)
standard. 

Eventually, the goal is that
the Bahamas lobster fishery
industry will be able to become
MSC-certified. 

The MSC’s mission is to use
their eco-label and fishery cer-
tification programme to con-
tribute to the health of the
world’s oceans by recognising

and rewarding sustainable fish-
ing practices, influencing the
choices people make when buy-
ing seafood, and working with
partners to transform the
seafood market to a sustainable
basis. 

The objectives of the
Bahamas Spiny Lobster FIP
include improving data collec-
tion, completing a stock assess-
ment, conducting education and
outreach efforts on the impor-
tance of the FIP, improving
monitoring and enforcement,
and enhancing management. 

Since the project’s inception,
the BMEA and its partners
have successfully completed a
number of activities. Some of
these activities include: com-
pleting a stock assessment for
lobster populations that will

soon be peer-reviewed; review-
ing illegal, unregulated, and
unreported fishing in the coun-
try and its implications; con-
ducting stakeholder meetings
with fishermen, buyers, com-
munity members, and govern-
ment officials in New Provi-
dence, Grand Bahama, Long
Island, Andros, Spanish Wells,
and Abaco to increase aware-
ness of the issues facing the lob-
ster industry and the impor-
tance of the FIP; actively sup-
porting the Catch Certificate
Programme implemented by
the DMR, and BMEA mem-
bers implementing a zero tol-
erance programme against har-
vesting, buying and selling of
undersized lobster tails. 

Also, to deter illegal har-
vesting of lobsters during the
closed season, BMEA mem-
bers refuse to purchase any
fresh caught lobster during this
time and only sell lobster that
was previously caught legally
during the open season and
frozen.  

Though a number of activi-
ties have been completed, there
is still much work to be done,
the BMEA.

The organisation said it rec-
ognizes that if the country’s lob-
ster populations, health of the
ecosystems that support marine
resources and the thriving
Bahamian lobster industry are
to be sustained, then active
management and enforcement
of the fishery must be put in
place by various sectors.
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YOUNG Bahamians with innovative
business ideas are  receiving the boost they
need to get their companies started with
the Ministry of Youth’s Self Starter Pro-
gramme, according to participants. 

The four recipients of the self starter
grant, Jameel Lightbourne (Cheesecake
Heaven), Sharell Ferguson (SageEden
International), Keshelle Kerr (Creative
Wealth Bahamas), and Michael Bien-Aime
(Mikes’ Janitorial Services), spoke about
how the programme has enriched their
businesses and helped their professional
development.

“It assists me in getting the equipment
and machinery and the things I needed to
get started,” said Mr Bien-Aime, owner of
Mike’s Janitorial Services.

Youth Minister Charles Maynard said he
hopes the success of this programme will
lead to the initialisation of sister pro-
grammes that appeal to a broader audi-
ence.

“It’s been so successful and proves that
funding up to $5,000 can do so much if you
have the kind of determination to make
your business work,” he said on the Love 97
radio show ‘The Breakfast Club’ this week.

He also shared his displeasure at the fact
that many young people in the Family
Islands appear misinformed about the pro-
gramme. 

Promote
“I visited Abaco on the weekend and

unfortunately many of the Family Islanders
were under the impression that the pro-
gramme had ended. So it’s important for us
to continue to promote it and for people to
know that it is an option.”

Programme director Philip Simon out-
lined the application requirements that
include a 18-30 age restriction, a current
business licence, passport, proof of nation-

al insurance and a health certificate for
those serving food. 

“We encourage people to attach a busi-
ness summary or executive summary, pho-
tograph. 

“So really what you want to do is dis-
tinguish yourself in the application process
as best you can from the competition,” he
said.

Self Starter and Cheesecake Heaven
owner Jameel Lightbourne said of the pro-
gramme: “I would encourage other appli-
cants to apply because not every day do
you have someone offering to assist you
without asking something in return; it’s a
once in a lifetime chance.”

Applications for the Self Starters Pro-
gramme are available at the Ministry of
Youth on Thompson Boulevard and inter-
ested persons on Family Islands can contact
their local administrators. A committee of
five persons chaired by Mr Simon reviews
the applications on a monthly basis.

Young business-minded
Bahamians receive boost

THE Bahamas Maritime Cadet Corps, Freeport Group,
took advantage of invitations to tour the facilities at the
Grand Bahama Ship Yard as well as the Royal Bahamas
Defence Force vessel "Nassau". 

During the visit to the shipyard, the students learnt of the
importance of that facility to the Grand Bahama economy
as well as the prominent position that this company holds in
the ship repair industry globally. The Grand Bahama Ship
Yard is located at the Freeport Harbour which is a sheltered,
deep water facility and is situated literally at the cross-
roads of the major shipping lanes of the western hemi-
sphere. A particular niche market the shipyard has been able
to acquire is that of the cruise business.

It is considerably more cost-effective to dry dock a luxu-
ry liner at Freeport than to have the vessel travel all the way
to Europe, thereby saving a significant amount of time and
money, the Grand Bahama Ship Yard said.

Waiting time for dock space is also minimised as the ship-
yard has developed a reputation for berthing vessels upon
their arrival rather than having them proceed to anchorage
or to a lay berth until their dock is ready. 

They have the facilities to both "wet dock" and "dry
dock" a ship, that is, leave it in the water to do work above
the waterline or to fully lift the ship out of the water and per-
form work on the hull, propulsion system or replace other
structural members. The HMBS "Nassau" is presently at
Bradford Marine receiving maintenance on its engines as
well as other parts of the ship. This is the largest vessel in the
Royal Bahamas Defence Force fleet and is presently under
the command of Lt Cmdr Michael Saunders. 

Prior to shifting to Bradford Marine, the HMBS "Nassau"
was moored at Freeport Harbour which is where the cadets
were able to board the vessel for a guided tour.

They were shown all of the major parts of the ship includ-
ing the bridge, engine room and other public spaces. From
the outset, the cadets said they were impressed with not just
the physical plant but also with the level of knowledge and
professionalism displayed by the seamen. As they moved
through-out the vessel they were able to get a hands-on
feel for a number of subject areas that were covered in the
classroom, such as nomenclature and moorings. 

The Bahamas Maritime Cadet Corps seeks to introduce
high school students to various aspects of the maritime
industry and is operated under the auspices of the Min-
istry of the Environment in conjunction with the Bahamas
Maritime Authority.

STUDENTS RECEIVE
MARITIME LESSON

TOUR: Sub-Lieutenant Murphy of the HMBS "Nassau" conducts a
tour of the vessel with the members of the Bahamas Maritime
Cadet Corps.

SHIP YARD VISIT: Calle Gustaf Rotkirch, chairman and CEO of the
Grand Bahama Ship Yard, is flanked by several cadets following
their tour of that industrial facility. Also pictured are (left) Don
Forbes and (right) Joseph Darville of the GB Ship Yard.

PHOTOS: Clayton N. Curtis

Progress in protecting, sustaining lobster fishery industry in Bahamas 

Four recipients of self starter grant

THE GOAL is
that the
Bahamas lob-
ster fishery
industry will be
able to become
MSC-certified. 

           



so I think there will be some affect, I’m
sure,” he said.

“I just hope they can still access our busi-
ness from Pine Barren Road.”

Mr Sands said it was the first he had
heard of the closure when called by The
Tribune yesterday, although the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport maintains
announcements were made at a public
meeting on May 12.

New Providence Road Improvement and
Infrastructure Project engineer Charlene
Collie said: “Under full closure we max-
imise the work in a short time.

“We try to get substantially all of the
work completed under full closure before
releasing the road back to traffic.”

Ms Collie said a 24ins water main will be
installed in the area during the closure, as
part of a project to install 20,000ft of water
pipe in New Providence at a rate of 300ft
per week to improve water quality and
pressure.

The works are also intended to improve
traffic flow in the highly congested area,
Ms Collie said.

But Ryan Pinder the PLP MP for nearby
Elizabeth Estates, fears the road closures
will not pay off.

“If you close 10ft in the road it is a major
inconvenience,” Mr Pinder said.

“That’s a major artery. 
“So closing the road for eight to ten weeks
will have a profoundly negative affect on
businesses in the area, threatening the long-

term viability of some of them. Businesses
that are not directly affected by the road
closure will be indirectly affected because
the area will be avoided by vehicular traffic,
so the businesses will be negatively impact-
ed.”

As businesses suffer, employees could
lose their jobs, and business owners may
face the possibility of not bouncing back
when the roads re-open, he said.

“I hope it doesn’t scar the businesses in
Prince Charles Drive forever,” Mr Pinder
said. The MP has also raised concerns for
the safety of school students who walk
through the construction area to Doris
Johnson High School, However his calls
for a pedestrian sidewalk have been ignored
so far. He said: “It’s a safety concern and a
hazard and my concern is that children will
get injured.”
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 0.155 0.080 7.6 6.78%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.91 6.91 0.00 0.213 0.100 32.4 1.45%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.047 0.090 57.4 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.00 8.69 Cable Bahamas 8.74 8.74 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.55%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.459 0.040 5.6 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.98 6.98 0.00 0.496 0.260 14.1 3.72%
2.53 1.86 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.00 1.92 -0.08 0.111 0.045 17.3 2.34%
2.54 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.31 1.31 0.00 0.107 0.110 12.2 8.40%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.40 5.40 0.00 0.357 0.240 15.1 4.44%
9.00 5.65 Finco 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.682 0.000 8.8 0.00%
9.85 8.60 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.60 8.60 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.4 4.07%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.435 0.160 13.8 2.67%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk Hi 52wk Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

FRIDAY, 13 MAY 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,435.26 | CHG -0.08 | %CHG -0.01 | YTD -64.25 | YTD % -4.28

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5573 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5573 2.04% 6.13% 1.535365
3.0185 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0185 2.41% 4.01% 2.952663
1.5976 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5976 1.50% 4.50% 1.580804
3.2025 2.6384 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.6384 -3.01% -13.12%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
116.5808 103.9837 CFAL Global Bond Fund 116.5808 0.71% 8.38% 115.762221
114.1289 101.7254 CFAL Global Equity Fund 114.1289 2.39% 7.89% 111.469744
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1608 1.25% 5.20%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1214 0.26% 4.18%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1620 1.12% 5.24%
9.9952 9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.8891 0.43% 4.27%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.4985 4.04% 7.76%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.6813 6.55% 7.65%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.8564 5.46% 11.17%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

30-Apr-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

30-Apr-11

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

30-Apr-11

31-Mar-11

30-Apr-11
29-Apr-11
30-Apr-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Mar-11

NAV 6MTH
1.512246
2.907492
1.561030

114.368369
106.552835

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

30-Apr-11

30-Apr-11

Business outrage
over road closure
FROM page one

TRIBUNE READER PAYS BEC
BILL OF STRUGGLING FAMILY

It is further alleged that he
fraudulently breached his
client’s trust by dishonestly
appropriating $85,000 which
had been vested in him as a
trustee for and on behalf of
another. 

Pyfrom, who appeared

before Magistrate Guillime-
na Archer in Court 10, Nas-
sau Street, yesterday was rep-
resented by attorney Shaka
Serville. Magistrate Archer
informed Pyfrom, of Windsor
Road, that the court was in
possession of a fiat issued by
the Attorney General, dated
April 18, authorising the pros-

ecution to proceed with the
case by way of information. 

This, she noted, meant that
Pyfrom’s case would proceed
by way of preliminary hear-
ing in the Magistrate’s Court,
meaning that he would not be
asked to elect which court he
wanted his case heard in. 

The prosecution did not

object to Pyfrom being grant-
ed bail, noting he was on
$30,000 police bail at the time. 

His attorney Mr Serville,
also told the court Pyfrom has
strong ties to the community. 

Magistrate Archer granted
Pyfrom $30,000 bail with one
surety. His case was
adjourned to October 28.

LOCAL ATTORNEY CHARGED WITH STEALING $85,000 FROM CLIENT
FROM page one

treat several cuts to his head after he was believed to have
been "pistol-whipped" by the robbers. 

He was left swollen and bruised from the beating but has now
been released from hospital.

It is suspected the raiders were looking for cash from the
restaurant but found none. The police did not suggest a motive
for the break-in and attack in their report.

A friend and co-worker yesterday said those who know Mr
Quirk were left “crushed” by the incident. “He is a very kind
and loving person who trusts people,” she said.

A relative added: "He's a great young man who just wants
to cook and has never been in any trouble."

Police said they attended the crime scene after receiving a
report a man was being attacked inside an apartment on West-
ern Road.  Upon arrival, they reported seeing at least two
men jumping out of a window attempting to make an escape.

Police yesterday confirmed that four men between 15 and 29
years of age had been taken into custody in connection with the
incident.

AMERICAN CHEF INJURED IN
HOME INVASION BY ARMED MEN
FROM page one

They also claim the people he expects to support his nomination
are not ordinarily resident in the community either.

Representatives in any local government seat are required to live
in the community they intend to represent for at least three months
before nomination day.

Nominees must also have at least five local residents backing
their candidacy when they register as candidates in the local gov-
ernment election on June 1. Resident Geleta Turnquest said: “He
doesn’t really represent the people and he’s not going to.

“He doesn’t live here at all. And you have to be resident here in
order to sign his nomination paper.

“But he is trying to get family members to have their registrations
transferred. What about the people who are here, who live here and
were born here?  They have the right to be represented.”

Mr Taylor said although he runs a business in New Providence,
he intends to live in Current Island.

But locals maintain he is not an active member of the commu-
nity and does not ordinarily live there.

They also claim has made attempts to acquire a parcel of gen-
erational property on the island, but failed to secure support from
the community. All undeveloped land on Current Island is classi-
fied as generational property and any development must be
approved by the majority of stakeholders.

Local government representatives on local councils have respon-
sibility for town planning, building control, road maintenance,
sanitation, refuse collection and disposal, cemeteries, environ-
ment protection, culture, leisure and sports, water supply, small
business regulation and tourism promotion.

Councils provide services at the local level and have discre-
tionary powers to decide on the award and duration of contacts and
the appointment of boards and committees. 

Existing Current Island representative Lisa Munroe has held the
post for two terms and does not plan to continue as she is moving
with her new husband to Hatchet Bay.

Mrs Turnquest, who is Mrs Munroe’s aunt, said Current Island
representatives have never been contested in previous local elec-
tions. She said: “Usually it is just someone who lives in the com-
munity and people know you so they don’t oppose you – they
support you – they trust you.”

An official at the Island Administrator’s office in Upper Bogue
said local government candidates must prove they have lived in the
constituency for three months and have the support of at least five
people who meet the same residency requirements. Nominations
must be sealed by a Justice of the Peace and submitted by June 1.
Elections will be held June 23.

FROM page one

toddler conceived in the alleged attack, has not been able to
afford the cost of electricity and food.

Their power was cut off by the Bahamas Electricity Corpo-
ration (BEC) just after Christmas, and they have lived without
power in the five months since.

When the mother of the alleged rape victim, whose name has
been withheld to protect her daughter’s identity, found out
her $2,400 bill had been paid, she burst into tears.

At a loss for words, she started to sob.
“Oh my God,” she said.
“God is great. The kids are going to be so happy, and I am so

happy.
“My daughter will be able to have a fan now. It has been so

hot, we have got used to it.”
The mum lost her job when she found out her daughter was

pregnant and then made the rape claim in June 2009.
When the baby was born in December that year she was

unable to work as she had to stay home and help her daughter
care for the child.

She has also been engaged in a fight for justice for nearly two
years, and been waiting for the results of DNA tests to prove
the child’s paternity.

Assistant Commissioner Marvin Dames told The Tribune last
week he would ensure the case is brought to a close within two
weeks.

Angered
Readers were angered by the allegations, and the 55-year-old

teacher who helped the family said: “I am still outraged.
“In our country there seems to be so little justice for the poor,

only those who have financial means seem to be able to achieve
justice in the court of law, and I hope that whoever did this is
brought to justice, because I think this is a terrible reflection on
our justice system.

“This should not go quietly, it is absolutely wrong.
“I think whoever is in the highest position of power should

take it on personally and see that justice is done.”
As a mother with two children and two grandchildren at

home, the teacher said she could not imagine the discomfort the
family must be experiencing without electricity in the heat of
summer.

Although she admitted to not having a large disposable
income, she and her friend have pledged to pay $150 towards
the family’s electricity bill every month.

She said: “It’s worth it because I am investing in the lives of
people.

“Those children might grow up one day to also help others,
so to me it’s money well spent.”

The teacher said she did not want to be identified as she said
she does not want to divert attention away from the act, and she
hopes the gesture will inspire others.

“There are so many needs you can’t help everyone,” she
said.

“But whenever something touches me that deeply, I usually
consider it worthy of responding to.

“I wish I had more money so that I would be able to give to
more people because there are a lot of people suffering now,
especially in this economy.”

FROM page one

LOCAL GOVERNMENT HOPEFUL’S 
ELECTION BID RUNS INTO PROBLEMS

CONCERN: Plans to close Prince Charles Drive for two months have caused anxiety in the com-
munity, with businesses fearing the economic impact. The safety of school children walking
through the construction are has also been raised.
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THE combo of Kerrie
Cartwright and Larakah Russell
pulled off both single matches to
secure the Bahamas’ berth into
the playoffs of the Fed Cup’s
American Zone II Group Two
yesterday.

After Cartwright came from
behind for a 4-6, 6-4, 7-5 decision
over Alejandra Alvarez and Rus-
sell prevailed 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (3) over
Hilda Zuleta-Cabrera, the
Ecuadorian team opted not to
play the doubles.

That gave the Bahamas a 2-0
victory and the second place fin-

ish in Group B behind Venezuela
as they advance to today’s play-
offs and a chance to advance to
Group One for 2012.

The Bahamas, captained by
Grand Bahamian Rodney ‘Hot
Rod’ Carey, will have to win their
match in order to advance. If they
fail to do so, the Bahamas will
remain in Group II.

Contacted yesterday at their
hotel, all four of the players,
including Nikkita Fountain and
Grand Bahamian Simone Pratt,
who didn’t get to play, were all
elayed about their performances.

“It was very good. It was very
close throughout the match,” said

C a rtwright, Russell combo secure
Bahamas’ berth into playoffs

BOXING
RAHMING SILVER
GLOVES

• THE second week of the
Wellington ‘Sonny Boy’ Rah-
ming’s Silver Gloves Tourna-
ment, organised by Champion
Boxing Club, will continue
tonight at 6 p.m. at the Wulff
Road Boxing Club.

According to organiser Ray
Minus Jr., there will be ten
matches contested with com-
petitors from Stevie ‘the Heat’
Larimmore’s Lion-Heart
Boxing Club and Taureano
‘Reno’ Johnson’s Pinewood
Boxing Club, competing
against Champion Boxing
Club.

The show got started last
week and wis expected to run
through next weekend when
the finals will be staged.

SOFTBALL
NPSA SCHEDULE

• THE New Providence
Softball Association will
resume its fastpitch regular
season tonight at the Banker’s
Field at the Baillou Hills
Sporting Complex with the
following games on tap:

7 p.m. Sigma Brackettes vs
Pineapple Wildcats (L). 8:30
p.m. Dorsey Park Boyz vs
Miller Rams (M).

VOLLEYBALL
BSC MEETING

• THE Baptist  Sports
Council will hold a meeting
today at 10 a.m. at the vol-
leyball court at the Tom
‘the Bird’ Grant Park in
Yellow Elder for  a l l
Churches interested in par-
ticipating in the 2011 Jason
Saunders Volleyball Clas-
s i c .

The classic is tentatively
set to begin next month.
Competition will be staged
in the 17-and-under, ladies
and men’s division. The reg-
istration fee is  $100 per
team in each division.

Also during the meeting,
the BSC will outline plans
for bowling league that will
be held at Mario’s Bowling
and Family Entertainment
Palace, starting next month.

sports
NOTES

SEE page 10

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

IT wasn’t the type of year
that Mark Knowles and his
new partner Michal Mertinek
anticipated, but they’re hoping
to turn things around when
they head to Paris, France for
the second Grand Slam Tour-
nament of the year.

Knowles and Mertinek,
pegged at number 17 on the
ATP Doubles Team rankings
from eight tournaments played
in so far this year, have not won
a title yet, but they have made
it to back-to-back semifinal
tournaments in Memphis, Ten-
nessee and San Jose, Califor-
n i a .

They also got into the quar-
ter-final in two consecutive
tournaments in Indian Wells,
California and Barcelona,
Spain before they got elimi-
nated in the round of 16 in their
last tournament in Rome, Italy.

After bowing out in the
round of 32 in the Australian

Open - the first Grand Slam
for the year in January -
Knowles said they’re eager to
pull off their first title in
Roland Garros that starts on
M o n d a y .

“I’m excited. We haven’t
really done that great so far
this year. We won a couple of
matches, so we feel that there is
still something out there for
us,” Knowles pointed out as he
prepared for the trek to France
y e s t e r d a y .

“I’m excited because I still
get really pumped up for the
Grand Slam. It’s a chance for
us to go out and try to really
make an impression, so I’m
really excited about it.”

Looking back on the way
they have performed so far this
year, Knowles admitted that
“timing is everything.

“I had the birth of my third
child and I haven’t had a
chance to play a fluent sched-
ule,” reflected Knowles of the
birth of Presley. “When you
only play sporadically, it’s
important for you to do as well

as you can in the matches that
you play.

“Unfortunately, we haven’t
had that much consistency. We
won some good matches and
we came pretty close in some
other matches. But it’s really
important that when you play,
you try to win as much match-
es as you can and we haven’t
been able to do that as consis-
tency as we should.”

Knowles, however, stated
that the draws have not always
been on their side and they
were hooked up against some
tough teams that have made it
more difficult for them to
a d v a n c e .

With this being a Grand
Slam - the biggest tournaments
on the calendar - Knowles said
the draw should as usual be a
very competitive one when it’s
released next week.

“Everyone’s going to bring
their best tennis because it’s
the Grand Slam,” Knowles
stressed. “That’s the same for
us. I think we’re going to bring
our best tennis as well.

“We have the talent and the
ability to play well in the big
events. We’re getting to know
each other a little more having
played so many matches so far,
winning and losing. We’re
learning from those matches.”

At the conclusion of the
French Open, Knowles said he
will return home to spend a
brief time with his wife, Dawn
and the rest of their family
before the focus switch to the
grass surface.

Then he will head to East-
bourne, Great Britain to play in
the Aegon International, start-
ing on June 12 as a lead up to
the third Grand Slam at Wim-
bledon that begins on June 20.

“It’s a very important time
with two Grand Slams on the
heels of each other,” Knowles
stated. “So it’s good to have
these Grand Slams coming up.”

Knowles said his family is
doing great and his two sons,
Graham and Brody, are now
getting involved in sports and
so he’s relishing the moments
he spend with them.

Knowles hoping to turn things around at next tourney

SEE page 10

THE Bahamas Basketball
Federation announced the for-
mat for the Caribbean Bas-
ketball Championships that
will take place at the end of
July at the Kendal Isaacs
G y m n a s i u m .

The championships will be
split in two segments with ten
teams competing in two divi-
sions in the men’s division,
while the women will comprise
of six teams in the round robin.

It’s been a decade since the
Bahamas last hosted such a
prestigious event, which will
serve as a qualifier for the
CentroBasket, the second leg
of the process for the either
the World Championships or
the Olympic Games, whichev-
er comes first.

The federation have a diffi-
cult task in that the coaching
staff is now preparing to put
together the teams, which is
expected to comprise of a
combination of professional
and collegiate players coming
home to mess with the locally
based players.

While the local players have
began their preparation with
the assistant coaches, the two
American head coaches are
not expected in town until
next week.

With the tournament just
about a month away, the ques-
tion is will that be sufficient
time for the federation to
bring all of the talent together
to produce a formidable team
to represent the country?

Considering that the tour-
nament will showcase some of
the top nations in the region,
the Bahamas need to put its
best foot forward as the hosts.

Federation president
Lawrence Hepburn has
revealed that the tournament
will be held in honour of
Mychal ‘Sweet Bells’ Thomp-
son, the first Bahamian to play
in the National Basketball
Association.

Thompson, who along with
Osbourne ‘Goose’ Thompson
were both recognised by the
Ministry of Youth, Sports and
Culture in the now defunct

Summer Basketball Pro-
gramme, was instrumental in
helping the Los Angeles Lak-
ers clinch three championship
titles. 

Two prominent females,
according to Hepburn, will also
be honoured, but he objected
to release the names until they
have accepted their invitation.

With that in place, it’s just
left for the federation to
assemble the best possible
teams to compete.

The Bahamas have quite a
number of players performing
overseas and its incumbent
upon the federation to ensure
that as many of them take
advantage of this opportunity
to represent the country.

According to Usie Richards,
the president of the Caribbean
Basketball Confederation,
there could be the possibility
that at least one player from
the NBA and the Women’s
National Basketball Associa-
tion (WNBA) could be making
an appearance here.

Richards said they are look-

ing forward to the participating
teams bringing the majority of
their top players to the tour-
nament, which could mean
that the fans could end up see-
ing quite a number of profes-
sionals from the European
league in attendance.

In the past, many of the
international players either
joined the team en-route to the
championships or at the cham-
pionships. With the tourna-
ment being staged in our back-
yard, it would certainly be
good to have the players here
in advance of the start of the
tournament.

In an effort to generate the
fans participation, it would be
good for the players to be here
in advance and there is at least
a chance to view the teams,
either in a practice session or in
a public forum.

Once the public get to view
the team before the start of
the tournament, I’m sure that
they will take the time out to
come out and watch them in
a c t i o n .

BBF announces format for Caribbean Basketball Championships 

O P I N I O N

S T U B B S

Mark Knowles

STRONG BACKHAND:
Larakah Russell
returns a ball during
her single match the
Fed Cup’s American
Zone II.

“It was very
good. It was
very close
throughout the
match. I feel
like I’m playing
really good 
and I’m very
confident.”

Kerrie Cartwright



VOLLEYBALL
BAISS ACTION

• WITH its senior boys and
girls champions crowned, the
Bahamas Association of Inde-
pendent Secondary Schools
will kick off its junior boys
and girls volleyball tourna-
ment next week at St.
Augustine’s College.

The junior boys will be in
action on Monday, starting at
4 p.m. while the junior girls
will begin competition on
Tuesday at the same time.

SPORTS
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DALLAS
Associated Press

T H U N D E R coach Scott
Brooks had a big decision to
make. With Game 2 of the
Western Conference finals on
the line, he either had to stick
with a lineup of four reserves
who were playing well or switch
to the group he usually trusts
late in the fourth quarter.

He bet on the backups. And
now the series is headed back
to Oklahoma City all tied up,
thanks to his gutsy call.

James Harden, Eric Maynor,
Nick Collison and Daequan
Cook teamed with Kevin
Durant to build a healthy lead
late in the fourth quarter, then
made it hold up for a 106-100
victory over the Dallas Maver-
icks on Thursday night.

"We've always felt confident
in the bench," Brooks said.
"They really did a good job.
But it's always a team effort
when you win."

All-Star point guard Russell
Westbrook sat alongside
Brooks as Maynor guided the
Thunder's offense down the
stretch. Serge Ibaka and
Kendrick Perkins cheered on
Collison as he tried to slow
Dirk Nowitzki. 

Reserves spark
Thunder to 1-1
series tie with Mavs

CAPTAIN Ned Stone giving pre touney talk.

GUY Harvey Welcoming the Teams.

By ALPHEUS FINLAYSON

LAST week we chronicled the top
Bahamian athletes who participated
in the Triple Jump in international
competition. This week we continue to
the present time.

MICHAEL JOHNSON
The year after Timmy Barrett made

his big breakthrough Michael John-
son made his, competing in the 1967
Pan American Games in Winnipeg.
Johnson jumped 15.02m for ninth
place.

Barrett finished one place behind in
tenth with a jump of 14.40m. Johnson
enrolled in Mankato State that fall.

OBED GARDINER
Obed Gardiner competed in the

1970 Commonwealth Games in Edin-
burgh, Scotland. He jumped 14.79m.
Gardiner attended Southern Illinois
University.

DON MILLER
Don Miller competed at the 1970

Commonwealth Games, jumping
14.52m. Miller also attended South-
ern Illinois University. He is a broth-
er of Leslie Miller.

DUDSON HIGGINS
Dudson Higgins won a Silver medal

at the 1986 Central American and
Caribbean Junior Championships in
Mexico City. Higgins leapt 16.38m.

He won a Bronze medal at the Pan
American Junior Championships in
Orlando that year with a 16.11m jump.

Dudson attended The University
of Alabama.

EMMIT HIGGINS
Emmit Higgins, brother of Dudson,

won a Bronze medal in the 1990 Cen-
tral American and Caribbean Junior
Championships in Havana in 1990.
His jump was 15.19m. Winning the
event with a 16.69m jump was Cuban
Yoelbi Quesada who went on to win
the 1997 World Championships crown.

Emmit attended St. Augustine’s
College in North Carolina. 

PATTERSON JOHNSON
Patterson Johnson attended

Arkansas State University. 

Johnson competed in the Seoul
Olympic Games in 1988 where he
jumped 16.03m to finish 20th place in
the qualifying round.

FRANK RUTHERFORD
Frank Rutherford had never made a

national team as a junior athlete but
made up for it in his senior years. At
the 1985 Sr. Central American and
Caribbean Championships in Nassau,
Rutherford, at the age of 20, finished
in fifth place with a 15.87m jump.

The University of Houston athlete
won the 1986 and 1987 NCAA Cham-
pionships in the Triple Jump.

At the 1986 Central American and
Caribbean Games in the Dominican
Republic Rutherford placed second
with a jump of 16.40m.

At the inaugural IAAF World
Indoor Championships in Indianapo-
lis, Rutherford made Bahamian Track
and Field history, becoming the first
Bahamian to win an IAAF medal. He
won the Bronze with a distance of
17.02m.

At the Pan American Games, also
in Indianapolis, Rutherford won the
Bronze medal with a distance of
16.68m. He failed to qualify for the
finals at the World Outdoor Champi-
onships in Rome that August, jumping
15.99m.

At the 1988 Seoul Olympics
Rutherford jumped 15.84m to finish
26th in the qualifying round.

Rutherford placed eighth at the
World Indoor Championships in
Seville in March of 1991 and jumped
16.74m to finish 15th in the qualifying
round of the Tokyo Olympic Games.

The year 1992 was a special one for
Rutherford. He set a new Bahamian
National record of 17.41m at a meet in
Sao Paulo in May.

At the Barcelona Games he jumped
17.36m for third place, becoming the
first Bahamian to win a Track and
Field medal in the Olympic Games.

Shortly after the Games he finished
second to Jonathan Edwards in the
World Cup in Havana with a 17.06m
effort.

Rutherford’s performances after
this historic was lackluster and some-
times faced with injury, as he was tak-
en off the field in the 1993 Stuttgart
World Championships on a stretcher.

He was able to show good form at
the Atlanta Olympics when he made
the final and finished eleventh with a
16.73m performance.

ALLAN MORTIMER
Allan Mortimer followed in the tra-

dition of great Bahamian Triple
Jumpers.

He held the National Junior record
of 16.58m. Mortimer finished sixth in
the Triple Jump at the 1996 World
Junior Championships in Sydney.

In 2000 Mortimer won the NACAC
Under-25 Championships in Monter-
rey, Mexico with a 15.74m jump.

LEEVAN SANDS
Leevan Sands dominated the junior

competitions in the Central America
and Caribbean region in the late
nineties and early years of the new
century. In 1999 he finished sixth in
the Triple Jump at the Pan Am
Games in Winnipeg with a 15.51m
jump.

At the 2000 Central American and
Caribbean Jr. Championships in San
Juan, Sands jumped 15.95m (wind aid-
ed) to win.

Later that year, in Santiago, Chile,
at the IAAF World Jr. Champi-
onships, Sands jumped 16.22m for fifth
place.

Leevan, who attended Auburn
University, under the guidance of
Bahamian Henry Rolle, made a big
jump of 17.26m when he won a
Bronze medal at the 2002 Common-
wealth Games in Manchester.

In 2003 Sands won the Sr. Central
American and Caribbean Champi-
onships in Grenada with a 17.16m
effort.

Prior to the World Championships
in Paris that year, Sands defeated
World record holder Jonathan
Edwards at a meet in London with a
17.41m performance.

At the World Championships in
Paris, Sands jumped 17.26m for the
Bronze.

He just missed the Bronze at the
2005 Helsinki World Championships
by one centimeter, 17.39m to Roma-
nia’s Marian Oprea, 17.40m. 

By the time Beijing rolled around,
Sands was ready for action, winning a
Bronze medal with a 17.59m Bahami-

an National record jump. 
Sands finished fourth in the Berlin

World Championships with a 17.32m
jump. His competitions in the last two
seasons show that he is ready to get to
the level of his former successes. 

If Sands is able to medal in either
the upcoming World Championships
in Daegu, or the Olympic Games in
London, he would be the odds on
favourite to be named the Best
Bahamian Triple Jumper ever.

THE COLLIE-
MINNS TWINS

As we began this article saying, The
Bahamas can be considered a Triple
Jump farm. We continue to breed
some of the best in the world.

The Collie-Minns twins were born
on March 10th, 1994. 

Latario made it to the World Junior
Championships in Moncton last year
and finished eighth in the qualifying
round with a 15.35m performance.

Last year Lathone earned a spot on
the Americas Youth Olympics team
that competed in Singapore. He fin-
ished tenth overall with a 14.66m per-
formance.

This season Latario jumped 16.55m
to win the Scotiabank National High
School Championships. This was just
3cm off of Allen Mortimer’s Bahami-
an National Record.

Unfortunately Latario had a freak
accident while playing at home a week
afterward and could not compete at
the Carifta Games. It is hoped that
he will be ready for the World Youth
Championships in Lille, France, early
in July.

Lathone jumped 15.73m at the Sco-
tiabank National High School Track
and Field Championships. He finished
second in this year’s Carifta Games
with a 15.24m jump.

The twins lead the IAAF Youth
lists this year with their 16.55m and
15.73m performances.

Their coach is Peter Pratt, the first
Bahamian medalist in the Carifta
Games.

The future looks great for The
Bahamas to continue its Great Triple
Jump tradition. 

After all, what more can we expect
from The Bahamas, Small Country,
Great Athletes.

Tribute to Bahamian triple jump athletes

By FRED GARTH

BIMINI Fishing began today at the Billfish Invi-
tational Tournament with clear skies and light
winds. Local fishermen have reported good activ-
ity in recent days leading up to today’s kick off so
there’s plenty of optimism in the air. 

Twelve boats headed out early rigged and ready
for action.

Anglers and dignitaries enjoyed a full evening of
festivities Wednesday evening at the newly reno-
vated Big Game Club, which has been rebranded
and rebuilt as a Guy Harvey Outpost Resort. 

Numerous world records have been caught in
the waters here and, of course, Bimini was a
favorite haunt of legendary fishermen and author
Ernest Hemmingway.

VIP guests in attendance at the opening party
and captain?s meeting included Guy Harvey, Mike
Myatt of the IGFA, Bill Shedd of AFTCO, Frank
Johnson of Mold Craft, and Sculptor Kent Ullberg,
who built one of the perpetual trophies for the
event.

This is the first billfish tournament since the
resort was rebuilt with the help and co-ordina-
tion of Guy Harvey. 

The tournament has not only attracted top fish-
ermen but also an eclectic collection of artists and
top marine photographers such as Pat Ford, Scott
Kerrigan, and Bill Boyce, who is shooting a doc-
umentary with Guy and his crew.

Billfish Invitational To u rnament begins today

Sports Notes
FROM page nine

Fed Cup
FROM page nine

Cartwright about her singles.
“I feel like I’m playing really
good and I’m very confident.”

Looking ahead to today’s
playoffs, Cartwright said she’s
confident that they can pull
it off.

“We’re playing very well
(as a team),” she pointed out.
“So I think she can really do
it.”

Pratt, the youngest mem-
ber of the team, said as long
as they continue to play as
well as they are doing right
now, she doesn’t see why they
can’t advance.

“Once we give our best, we
can do it,” she insisted. “The
girls went out there (yester-
day) and they gave it 110 per-
cent. We couldn’t ask for any-
thing more from them.”

On her performance on
Thursday when she played in
the singles, Pratt said: “I felt
great about going out there. I
wasn’t nervous or anything. I
just went out there and gave it
my best.”

Russell, admitting that she
had to really dip down deep,
said after winning the first set,
“I stopped moving the ball
around and I lost the set. But
in the third set, I got a game
plan from Nikkita that
worked.”

Down 4-0 in the set, Russell
said she went to the short gme
and that made the difference
as she rallied back and even-
tually pull it off in the tie
breaker.

“That was not my goal to
play a third set, but I’m happy
because I won and now we
are in the playoffs,” she stat-
ed.

Fountain said she was just
thrilled by the way Russell
kept her compsoure and
bounced back to pull off her
singles match.

“I think both girls played
well,” Fountain stressed. “But
I think Larakah just had to
fight in the third set and she
was able to push forward by
coming forth to the net. We
were very proud of her.”

With a chance to advance
to Group One with a victory
today, Fountain said all of the
players are committee to
going out and give it their best
shot.

SPORTS
INBRIEF
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By K QUINCY PARKER
Press/Cultural Attaché
Embassy of The Bahamas

WASHINGTON, DC – About 4,600 people
visited the Embassy of the Bahamas in
Washington, DC, as part of Passport DC’s

“Around the World Embassy Tour” last Saturday,
hankering for a taste of Bahamian culture.

For the third consecutive year, the Embassy took
part in the popular event which sees tens of thou-
sands flock to DC to sample the cultures of the
countries represented by the Embassies in Wash-
ington. 

Thousands flock to Bahamas Embassy
for Passport DC Embassy Tour

And for the third consecu-
tive year, word about the
conch fritters and ‘Sky Juice’
offered by the Embassy of the
Bahamas filtered through the
crowd of travellers, making
the Bahamas one of the more
popular stops on the circuit.

Nearly two dozen Bahami-
ans – headed by Bahamas
Ambassador to the US Cor-
nelius A Smith and including
both Embassy staff and
Bahamians and people of
Bahamian descent living in
the DC Metro area – came
together to put on the event,
working days in advance to
prepare the Embassy grounds
to host the event, putting up
decorations and adjusting the
layout of the grounds to make
the visitor experience the best
it could be.

In addition to Bahamas-
themed decorations, posters
of Junkanoo and other
Bahamian scenes were put up
around the grounds, providing
rich splashes of colour and
vibrancy. However, it was the
other sort of decoration that
proved to be most popular:
Junkanoo headpieces. A
number of Junkanoo head-
pieces were placed around the
grounds, and it was only a
short while before people
started trying them on and
posing for pictures. 

The Junkanoo pieces
proved to be one of the
biggest attractions of the
Bahamas experience.

The main attraction, how-
ever, was the cuisine. The
conch fritters – with a batter
prepared by Chef Apple
Wells, who will also be cater-
ing the Bahamas Indepen-

dence celebrations in DC this
July – were an immensely
popular offering, garnering
fulsome praise from tasters.
Many people could be seen
taking notes on the ingredi-
ents, and many a thoughtful
expression could be observed
on what could only have been
slow-chewing home cooks. 

The ‘Sky Juice’ – that
Bahamian concoction of spir-
its and coconut water – was
also extremely popular.

“What is that? That is deli-
cious,” exclaimed one patron.
His sentiments were echoed
many times throughout the
course of the day.

The Embassy also pumped
up the volume on the
Junkanoo music, which
played from the early morn-
ing until after the event end-
ed. There were occasional
dance lessons, wherein
Embassy staff taught visitors
how to “rush,” and how to do
“the Vola,” among other
dance steps.

Among the many benefits
of the event – which included
a chance for the volunteers to
sample some of Chef Apple’s
cuisine – a major boon was
that members of the Bahami-
an community in DC came
together and got to know
each other while enthusiasti-
cally promoting Bahamian
culture.

CULTURAL Tourism DC,
a DC-based company that
aims to boost tourism into the
DC Metro area, held the first
Embassy Open House – part
of “Passport DC” – in 2008.
The event was a success, and
Cultural Tourism DC decided
to make it an annual event.

BAHAMIANS and many of Bahamian descent came together in Washington, DC, as the
Embassy of the Bahamas sought to give DC a taste of Bahamian culture. The Embassy
recreated the 'Fish Fry' aesthetic on the grounds, a sort of "Party in the Backyard" - to
which 4,600 people flocked over the course of the day on Saturday, May 14.

K. Quincy Parker/Photos
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