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Royal Wedding
fever in the Bahamas

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

A POLICE crackdown over
the holiday weekend recorded
76 arrests as initiatives continue
to seek out “career criminals.”

Yesterday, a crime victim
praised the efforts of police offi-
cers and neighbours who
thwarted an early morning
attempted robbery.

And Supt Stephen Dean,
director of the National Crime
Prevention Office, said: “We’re
doubling our efforts. Most of

these arrests, you would see
that they are classified as minor
complaints – there is a mixture
of major and minor.

“We are leaving no stones
unturned. When we look at the
antecedence of career crimi-
nals, they start off very small –
but before long turn into more
serious crimes. So if we can nip
it early, we believe that it would
have a greater impact on our
crime.”

Four women were among
the people apprehended for

Police leave ‘no
stones unturned’
in clampdown
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BIG DAY BUILD UP: Nassau Florists is celebrating the royal wedding of Britain’s Prince William and Kate Middleton this Friday with a spe-
cial window display congratulating the happy couple. See page 15 and the Arts and Entertainment section for more royal wedding coverage. 

FLORIST IN FULL BLOOM FOR ROYAL WEDDING
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT is
expected by the end of the
week as to whether or not the
National Development Party
(NDP) will join with the
Democratic National Alliance
(DNA) or remain as a third
party force going into the next
general election.

According to NDP leader
Renward Wells, his party is
still in the “valley of decisions”
as it pertains to the DNA,
which was formed recently by
former FNM Minister and
now Independent MP
Branville McCartney.

However, as it stands, Mr
Wells said his party will not be
making any comments as there
are still a few “things to be
worked out in the next couple

of days.” In the meantime, he
said he would rather leave
whatever “big announcement”
will inevitably come to its
“predetermined time.” 

Rumours have been circu-
lating for weeks that the NDP
had already dissolved itself and
joined with Mr McCartney’s
DNA party, with Mr Wells
and a few other prominent
members of the NDP taking
up key leadership roles.

Among the positions being
reported, it is rumoured that
Mr Wells had been promised
the position of chairman, with
his deputy leader, Lynden
Nairn, becoming the deputy
leader of the DNA. La’Tore

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

THE PLP is warning that
Bahamian citizens finding vot-
er registration difficult may not
bother casting their ballots in
the upcoming election.

Concerned that voters will
become so frustrated by the
registration process that they
will refrain from participating
in the next general election,
the PLP issued a statement
raising concerns about the dif-
ficulties voters are facing, alleg-
ing the government is not
doing enough to accommodate
citizens and support democra-

tic process.
With “the elections growing

closer, our concern is that vot-
ers who are frustrated by these
difficulties will not participate
in the democratic process,”
said the statement.

It said: “The FNM govern-
ments not doing enough to
make it possible for voters to
register.”

Holding the government
accountable, the PLP claims it
would be the government’s
fault if people are discouraged
from registering. The party
called on the FNM to move
quickly to correct “the prob-

SEE page sevenSEE page 13

NDP CONSIDERS JOINING DNA PARTY PLP SAYS CITIZENS FRUSTRATED BY THE
REGISTRATION PROCESS MAY NOT VOTE

By TANEKA 
THOMPSON
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

PRIME Minister Hubert
Ingraham's address to the
nation was nothing more than
"smoke and mirror politics"
that attempted to distract the
public from the real issues
facing the country, claims the
Progressive Liberal Party.  

The Opposition said Mr
Ingraham's national address
lacked substantive announce-
ments on crime fighting. The
party also hit out at the gov-
ernment for heralding infra-
structure upgrades while

SEE page 13

PLP: PM’S ADDRESS
WAS ‘SMOKE AND
MIRROR POLITICS’

IN a “cascade of lies, distortions and misrepresentation of the
facts,” said the FNM, “the Opposition's factory of lies has once
again manufactured a series of fabrications.”

The FNM said that the most recent example was a statement by
the Opposition regarding the appointment by the Government of
Mr Mark Holowesko to the new Bahamas Telecommunications
Board.

The Opposition's erroneous claim that Mr. Holowesko's appoint-
ment involved a conflict of interest has been denied in detail by the
internationally well-regarded investment manager who noted that

FNM HITS OUT AT PLP ‘FABRICATIONS’

SEE page 13

                



THE Bahamas has a new
playwright who has entered
the theatre world with a real
bang.  Ward Minnis, a painter
who brought us a very intrigu-
ing art show called “Famous
Faces of Nassau” in 2004 at
the Central Bank, is now
putting his literary gifts on dis-
play in a political satire called
“The Cabinet.”

Just in time for the 2012
election season, the comedy
premiered on April Fool’s Day
at the Dundas Centre for Arts
and immediately created a
buzz. By the show’s final night
folks were being turned away
at the door.

Story
The play tells the story of

Reggie Moxey (played ably by
Chigoze Ijeoma), the leader
of the Flamingo Party (FLM)
and Prime Minister of the
Archipelago Islands. When the
play opens Moxey is mourning
the passing of the Archipel-
ago Islands’ founding father,
Lymon Leadah, former head
of the Peas and Rice Party
(PNR).  

Leadah was Moxey’s men-
tor and really a father to him,
in terms of teaching him the
ropes of party politics. But
eventually the two fell out and
became rivals; rivals who still
had a grudging respect for
each other.

Now Moxey approaches the
end of his second term as PM
and has to decide whether or
not he will keep his campaign

promise and step down after
serving two terms. This deci-
sion is at the heart of the play.

Moxey wants to prove he is
a better leader and a better
man than his mentor, Lymon,
he stayed in power for six con-
secutive terms and was
labelled a “tyrant.”

Moxey hatches a devious
scheme that will allow him “to
keep his word and break it at
the same time.”

The scheme involves hand-
ing power over to his new
PNR rival and old friend,
Jerome Cartwright (played by
the author, Ward Minnis).

The parallels between Min-
nis’ imaginary world of the
Archipelago Islands and real
archipelago of the Bahamas
are very clear. Minnis’ play,
according to the director, Dr
Ian Strachan, “takes a popular
conspiracy theory and runs
with it.”  

The play follows Moxey as
he tries to execute his plan of
handing power to his old
friend.  The plan involves mak-
ing sure that his successor as
leader of the Flamingo’s is a
push over; not just because he
wants Jerome to win but
because Reggie wants to be
able to return to power himself
if he is minded to.

Enter Kendrick Johnson,
played to hilarious effect by
Matthew Wildgoose, who like
Minnis, is a talented visual
artist as well. Problem is,
Kendrick is even too incom-
petent for Reggie’s liking.

Complicating things further

are Fenton Green (Arthur
Maycock), the legitimate
choice to succeed Reggie and
the ambitious and conniving
MP Latoya Darling (played by
Sophia Smith).

When asked if he was afraid
his play would make him some
powerful enemies, Minnis
responded, “Well, it is what it
is. This is the whole point of
democracy. Calling a spade a
spade is always a dangerous
proposition but if you can’t
call a spade a spade then
something’s wrong with the
society.”

Hilarious
“Ward writes a very clever

farce/satire. It’s hilarious. I
knew the minute I read it that
it would be a hit,” said Dr
Strachan. “I’m very proud of
him. He’s a good writer; and
he’s only just scratching the
surface of his ability. He has a
lot to say and I believe the
Bahamian people will enjoy
every word.”

When asked what the mes-
sage of the play was, Strachan
had this to say: “We want to
entertain people but we also
want to challenge them to
question the ways things are
politically. We have to expect
and demand more, plain and
simple. As long we sit back
and just trust our leaders to
do the right thing, they will do
the thinking for you. But they
won’t necessarily put you first.
Too often democracy gets
highjacked. Not just in the

Bahamas.  The only antidote is
a vigilant, engaged citizenry.”

“The Cabinet” is back by
popular demand for three
shows at the National Centre
for the Performing Arts on

Shirley Street, Friday April 29
at 8pm, Saturday April 30 at
8pm, and Sunday May 1 at
6pm. Tickets are on sale at
Buttons Formal Wear, Cable
Beach, Galleria Cinemas, Mall

at Marathon and at the Dun-
das Centre Box Office. More
information can be found by
calling 433-1028 or 394-0028,
or by visiting cabinetplay.com
or facebook.com/cabinetplay.

LOCAL NEWS
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THE BAHAMAS’ VERY OWN STREET PHI LOSOPHER

FREEPORT – A group of visit-
ing Taylor University students who
were part of a team doing commu-
nity-service work on Grand
Bahama through the Calvary Bible
Church had a close encounter with
a pelican on Taino Beach one sun-
ny afternoon.

The two girls were spending
recreational time at Tony Maca-
roni's Conch Experience when the
feathered friend flew down and
landed within a couple yards of the
girls who were sitting near the
shore. 

"The pelican circled the area
and then simply touched down
right next to the girls as if it was
domesticated," said Anthony Han-
na, also known as ‘Tony Macaroni.'
"This was the first time in my life
that I have seen a pelican so close
to a human in the wild. One of the
girls actually reached out and
touched the bird. 

"I was born in the Bahamas, I
have lived in South Florida, and
have seen pelicans throughout my
travels. This was strange. I could

only assume that perhaps this par-
ticular bird was once hurt and was
saved by humans and released back
into the wild,” he said.

The girls returned home to Indi-

ana and e-mailed Mr Hanna the
photos you see here along with the
following note, "We miss your
beautiful country, its beautiful birds
and the wonderful food!"

Playwright sees the
funny side of politics

THE POSTER for the political satire ‘The Cabinet’.

Visiting university students have 
close encounter with pelican 

FEATHERED FRIEND: The students 
meet the pelican on Taino Beach.
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THE Free National Move-
ment has hit out at the PLP
once again in its latest com-
mentary – this time criticising
the party for its “late response”
in coming to the aid of the fire
victims in Bimini last week.

In the statement, the PLP is
accused of being “rudderless”
in opposition, having “nobody
really in charge” and being
without any direction from its
leader, Perry Christie.

Claiming it took PLP MP for
West End and Bimini Obie
Wilchcombe two days to
respond to the troubles of his
“distraught constituents” in
Bimini, the FNM said Prime
Minister Hubert Ingraham, by
contrast, quickly dispatched
Minister of Labour and Social
Development Dion Foulkes to
provide affected families with
“immediate assistance and sup-
port.”

The statement said: “The
late-again syndrome is conta-
gious and widespread in the
opposition, as also demonstrat-
ed by a second incident. In a
copycat of the FNM’s weekly
commentary the opposition
actually had the hypocritical
gall to suggest that most of the

things being done by the FNM
are actually a copy of what they
had in their minds, but never
got around to doing.

“As the prime minister has
said about such claims by the
opposition, ‘Even the caveman
dreamt of going to the moon.
We know how that turned out.’
In a future commentary there
will be more on the opposition’s
desperate attempt to retroac-
tively borrow FNM accom-
plishments as their own.

“The opposition’s hypocrisy
is so blatant that they were
actually accusing the FNM of
copying them when they were
stealing one of its ideas. It is
the highest, though clearly not
sincerest, form of flattery for
the opposition to follow behind
the FNM, albeit late – again.”

The governing party said that
rather than the PLP “borrowing
ideas” to see what will resonate
with voters, the opposition
should seek to emulate the

“decisive and hard-working”
leadership style of Prime Min-
ister Ingraham.

“Instead there is a leadership
vacuum at the top and at the
heart of the opposition with
Perry Christie serving as the
figurehead leader of the PLP.
Mr Christie serves as the more
acceptable public face for vari-
ous interest groups in his party.

“As the figure-head leader
of his party, Mr Christie pre-
sides over a coalition of wheel-
er-dealers, self-promoters and
the scandal-ridden.” 

It said that some in “this
coalition of the entitled dream
up more schemes to plunder,
loot and pillage the cookie jar
than there are sub-plots in the
Godfather movies.”

The FNM said that “Mr
Christie is the public face for
this coalition of special inter-
ests because of his cheery man-
ner. Most Bahamians know that
he is a talker, not a doer, a

promise-maker, not a deliverer,
and late-again-and-again.

“Still, he’s amiable enough.
But being endlessly cheery is a
prime quality for a contestant
on Bahamian Idol and not the
primary quality needed in a
Bahamian prime minister.

“Perry Christie is mostly a
follower of his wayward and
divided colleagues who barely
respect his authority or leader-
ship. They drag him along in
pursuit of their schemes, strate-
gies and stunts.”

LOCAL NEWS
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By NATARIO 
McKENZIE
Tribune Staff
Reporter
nmckenzie@
tribunemedia.net

A 24-YEAR-OLD
Montell Heights man
charged with the April
14 murder of Tekoyo
McKinney was
arraigned in Magis-
trate’s Court yesterday.

Police have charged
Israel Lubin in McKin-
ney’s murder. Lubin is
accused of intentionally
causing McKinney’s
death while being con-
cerned with another.

Lubin has also been
charged with conspiring
with another on April
14 to murder McKin-
ney. 

McKinney, a 26-year-
old father of two, was
reportedly shot and
killed by two armed
gunmen on Cordeaux
Avenue and Minnie
Street.

A month before Mck-
inney’s murder, his
younger sister Jeffryona
Rolle, 14, was killed
near their mother’s
Garden Hills Estates
home. 

During his arraign-
ment before Chief Mag-
istrate Roger Gomez
yesterday, Lubin was
not required to enter a
plea to the charges.

Fast-track
Prosecutors intend to

fast-track the matter to
the Supreme Court by
way of a Voluntary Bill
of Indictment.

Lubin’s attorney Jef-
frey Farquharson told
the court that Lubin
had suffered a serious
right eye injury while in
police custody and
needed medical atten-
tion.

He told the court that
Lubin had been in
police custody since last
Thursday.

The prosecution said
that Lubin had been
taken to the eye doctor.

Chief Magistrate
Gomez ordered that
Lubin be taken to see
the eye doctor again.

Mr Farquharson also
requested a copy of
Lubin’s detention
record, which the prose-
cution indicated he
would be able to obtain
once it becomes avail-
able.

FNM claims PLP took two days 
to respond to Bimini fire victims

THE FNM says Minister of Labour and Social Development Dion
Foulkes (above) was dispatched to provide the affected families with 
‘immediate assistance and support.’

Party’s latest commentary
hits out at Opposition

CHARGED: Israel Lubin outside of court yesterday - he was
charged with the murder of Tekoyo McKinney.

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

POLICE released the
identity of a recent murder
victim in their appeal for
public information to aid
investigations.

The vital information of
two men killed in separate
crashed over the holiday
weekend were also
released.

Police discovered the
body of Kirk Nash Hall, a
33-year-old Adelaide resi-
dent, at Cowpen Road off
Baillou Hill Road on Sat-
urday.

It was reported that a
group of men were seen
arguing near a dark
coloured Nissan Maxima
before Mr Hall was shot
shortly before 2am. Police
discovered a Nissan Maxi-
ma on fire at Sir Lynden
Pindling Estates, which
they believe to be connect-
ed to the shooting. 

On Sunday, 44-year-old
Vantrump Curtis was
killed in a car crash at
Yamacraw Hill Road. Mr
Curtis, a resident of the
area, collided with the dri-
ver of a silver 2000 Suzuki
Baleno who was travelling
east. Mr Curtis was driving
west in a burgundy
coloured 2004 Toyota
Corolla. The driver of the
Baleno was treated and
discharged from hospital.

The driver killed in
bushes at Western Road
was identified as 24-year-
old Anthol Moss, a Chip-
pingham resident.

Mr Moss lost control of
his silver 1998 Honda
Civic as he was driving
west on Monday. It was
reported that the car hit a
tree.

As police investigations
continue, informed per-
sons are urged to contact
police at 919, CDU at 502-
9991, 502-9910 or crime
stoppers at 328-TIPS.

MURDER VICTIM’S
IDENTITY RELEASED

Man charged with the
murder of father of two



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I read with interest a letter
by one Kevin Evans concerning
what he termed the “the great
economic disaster in Grand
Bahama.” Mr Evans seems like
a fairly educated person who
writes well. His description of
the state of the economy of
Grand Bahama is reasonably
accurate and I do not take issue
with much of it. Then again, it
does not take a brilliant person
to describe a problem; espe-
cially an obvious one and many
of us Bahamians are very good
at that. What does take a bit
more intelligence is analysing
a problem and drawing conclu-
sions on the basis thereof; this is
where I fault Mr Evans. It is so
tragic and such a massive over
simplification to boil down so
many of our problems to politi-
cians, members of parliament
and cabinet ministers; indeed
the Government.     This is
especially true for the econo-
my. The truth is that Govern-
ments are limited in what they
can do in creating the econo-
my, especially when there is
global economic fallout. 

Let’s look at Grand Bahama.
Too many Grand Bahamians
are out of work; the last we
heard the percentage was as
high as 17 per cent according
to the Department of Statistics.
Given a labour force of some
30,000, this would mean about
5,000 persons being out of work
and therefore there is need to
find this number of jobs. This
can only happen by new busi-
nesses coming on stream or
existing businesses expanding
to employ those 5,000 people. It
would also be necessary for
those persons to have the skills
needed for those new or exist-
ing businesses. Why would
those new businesses come on
stream and why would existing
businesses expand? They would
only do so where the owners
see the profit opportunities to
do so.

There was a time in Grand
Bahama when this was so and
that was during the period 1996
to 2002 when Grand Bahama’s
unemployment rate decreased
from 10.6 per cent to 6.4 per
cent.

In that period Grand
Bahama experienced an eco-
nomic boom, with the con-
struction of Our Lucaya, the
Container Port, the Shipyard,
Polymers and with the redevel-
opment of Royal Oasis. Then
though, the global economy
was much better. 

What happened? Try the
tragedy of September 11, 2001
when terrorists attacked the
USA and changed world travel
forever, including travel to The
Bahamas. 

The US economy began a
downturn that impacted trav-
el. In 2004/2005, Grand
Bahama lost a major hotel facil-
ity in Royal Oasis, putting

about 1,500 people out of work
directly and hundreds more
indirectly. A number of small
businesses also went out of
business, as they could not sur-
vive the affects of the storms’
devastation. By 2005, Grand
Bahama’s unemployment rate
went from an all time low of
6.4 per cent to a high of 11 per
cent. In 2008, the world went
into a global recession and with
it The Bahamas, further impact-
ing Grand Bahama. I also note
for the sake of Kevin that in
December of 2004, Edward St
George died and with that
began a fight between the prin-
cipals of the Grand Bahama
Port Authority that also
impacted business morale in
Grand Bahama. 

I bring these statistics to
readers’ attention to make two
simple points. First, educated,
thinking people know that the
economy of The Bahamas suf-
fers powerful influences from
global forces and Grand
Bahama is included in that.
When things go well, we do
well and when things do not go
well we do not do so well. Pre-
tend, all we want, when such
forces are at work, there is pre-
cious little that this country can
do. Even today, the great
Unites States of America strug-
gles through its economic
dilemma. 

Secondly, given this fact, it
is simply oversimplifying things
to start blaming MPs and gov-
ernment for what does or does
not happen in the economy
unless one can point to some
specific policies that impacted
negatively or positively the
economy. 

MPs and government cannot
make people invest money in
new businesses or expanded
businesses, if those people do
not see profit opportunities.
When the world economy is
bad, those profit opportunities
are reduced in a country that
relies on tourism and financial
services. 

If profit opportunities do not
exist, then new jobs and new
business growth will not hap-
pen. What you can blame MPs
and government for is their
response to economic down-
turn when it happens and look-
ing at what has happened in
Grand Bahama over the last
four years reveals much. 

The Ingraham government,
with whom I do not always
agree, did provide important
injection into the economy
through the capital works done
like the beautiful new govern-
ment office complex under con-
struction, the development of
sea walls, docks, the expansion
of the Rand Memorial Hospital
and the new Mary Patricia

Junior High School. Without
them, many hundreds of con-
struction jobs would not have
existed, I think. They did pro-
vide millions of dollars in
increased social assistance
which is necessary when you
have widespread economic fall-
out. They did provide hundreds
jobs during the temporary jobs
programme for Grand Bahami-
ans, which provided some
relief. A number of friends of
mine benefitted and I know.
They also created that unem-
ployment benefit programme
at the National Insurance
Board which helped thousands
in Grand Bahama to have at
least 13 weeks of relief in their
unemployment and if I am not
mistaken, this went back to
help people who were unem-
ployed even before the pro-
gramme was created. 

As for Kevin’s point that
“every other day you hear
about some new project in Nas-
sau,” besides being a shameful
over exaggeration, it again over
simplifies things. The fact is that
the only new project you hear
about in Nassau was Baha Mar
and that was after much con-
troversy. Nassau’s unemploy-
ment level is up and thousands
are hurting. According to the
last report by the Department
of Statistics, it was up 14 per
cent, which given its labour
force meant that some 130,000
that would mean about 18,200
people out of work, which is
three times the number in Nas-
sau. There are not enough new
businesses or expanding busi-
nesses to soak up that number
of unemployed persons, so Nas-
sau has its issues too. Given
what the FNM is doing Grand
Bahama as I described earlier
and in Nassau, it is simply disin-
genuous to say that it only cares
about Nassau. In fact, in 2001
when the unemployment rate
was 6.4 per cent, the FNM lost
three seats in Grand Bahama.
The question would be who
cared for whom? 

I could go on but I believe I
have written enough. Kevin
simply seems to me to be some-
one who is simply opposed to
the FNM and to its Grand
Bahama MPs and would prob-
ably have not been supporting
them anyway. 

This notwithstanding, he
ought to know that there are
many of us out here who are
educated and thinking and who
can do more than simply string
words together in articulate
fashion. 

We can also analyse and
make judgments based on facts
and not mere rhetoric. God will
always help us, but we also
need to help ourselves and may
at times need the help of others,
like a growing world economy. 

STEPHEN HEPBURN
Freeport,
Grand Bahama,
April 4, 2011.
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CAIRO — Egypt's ruling generals and lead-
ers of the protesters who toppled Hosni Mubarak
have been busy dismantling the former regime.
But not enough is being done to deal with issues
that, if left unresolved, could pose a serious threat
to the country's future.

In the two months since Mubarak's ouster,
Muslim militants have been on the rise, a persis-
tent security vacuum is unleashing a wave of
crime and a badly hit economy is affecting peo-
ple's lives.  Since the ouster of Mubarak on Feb.
11, the generals have dissolved the infamous State
Security Agency and ordered criminal investiga-
tions against Cabinet ministers and regime-linked
businessmen. A high court dissolved Mubarak's
one-time party, the National Democratic Party,
last week, and Mubarak and his two sons face
accusations of corruption and murder linked to
the shooting of hundreds of protesters.

But a host of problems stand in the way of a
transition to democracy.

Several senior members of the Muslim Broth-
erhood, Egypt's largest political group, caused a
stir when they recently spoke about installing an
Islamic state and the implementation of Islamic
punishments, like hand amputations for repeated
theft or flogging for drinking alcohol.

The Brotherhood said the comments did not
reflect the group's thinking, but the country's
secularists and minority Christians are alarmed
that the Brotherhood, with the help of other
Islamist groups, might one day win a majority in
legislative elections.

Thousands of Muslim militants in the city of
Qena have been taking to the streets daily since
Friday to protest the appointment of a Christian
governor. The protesters blocked rail traffic on
vital lines, occupied local government offices,
stopped employees from reporting for work and
forced most schools to close.

The protesters, mostly from the radical Salafi
movement, said they would appoint their own
governor if the government did not back down
and threatened to disrupt work in a water pump-
ing station. Two Cabinet ministers visited Qena to
try to defuse the crisis, but the protesters remained
adamant.  The new governor's predecessor was a
Christian and a former police general. He was
reviled for his incompetence, security background,
and close ties to the Mubarak regime, enabling the
Salafis to draw on local dissatisfaction in their
ongoing campaign. The Salafis, who seek to emu-
late the lifestyle of Islam's early days in the sev-
enth century, have for the past year played a key
role in fueling sectarian tensions, spearheading
protests against the Orthodox Christian church.
Security officials say they have played a role in the
deadly clashes between Christians and Muslims in
Cairo last month following the burning of a church
in a village south of the city.

The Salafis, just like the relatively moderate
Brotherhood, are setting up political parties to
contest September's legislative elections, and the
Brotherhood wants to launch a satellite TV chan-

nel and a daily newspaper.  "There are reasons for
us to be worried," columnist Gamal Fahmy said
about the heavy presence of Islamic groups in
post-Mubarak Egypt. "But they will be cut down
to their actual size when we have a well-orga-
nized and stable democratic system."

Fahmy and other analysts believe it would be
counterproductive for the ruling generals to crack
down on the Islamists, although they have already
stated that they will not allow radical groups to
dominate the mainly Muslim nation of more than
80 million people. A crackdown on the militants,
they warn, could be a prelude to similar action by
the military against other groups.

Already, they note, the generals are accused of
torturing detainees and ignoring due process in
military tribunals for Egyptians charged with
crimes that range from violating the late-night
curfew to thuggery and theft. The tribunals, rights
activists say, have sentenced around 10,000 peo-
ple by the end of last month. Defendants have no
recourse to appeal. The country's new constitution
will be drafted by a panel appointed by lawmak-
ers.  "The real problem is that we don't have
faith that the next constitution will protect the civ-
il state we hope for and the revolution?" said
Sinawy of the Nasserite party.

In the meantime, violent crime has risen
steeply in Cairo and other cities across the nation,
according to the Interior Ministry. Armed rob-
beries, murder and theft are leading the uptick in
crime. In February this year, 85 murders were
recorded in the Greater Cairo area, compared to
about 50 for the same month the year before.
There were 600 cases of theft at gunpoint com-
pared to about 200 the same month last year.

After clashing with protesters and withdrawing
from the streets in late January, the police are
back, but not in sufficient numbers to control
crime. Much of the crime is blamed on inmates
who broke out of jails during the uprising.

The military, meanwhile, cannot do much to
combat crime, largely because it does not have the
experience, manpower or intelligence available to
the 500,000-strong police force.

The crime wave, many Egyptians suspect, is
the work of remnants of the Mubarak regime
seeking to undermine the new order. Prime Min-
ister Essam Sharaf says disgruntled businessmen
were behind the rise in crime as well as the flurry
of street protests that followed Mubarak's ouster.

Egypt's woes are made all the worse by a
deepening economic crisis.  Tourism, a major
source of income, has been badly hit because of
the political upheavals of the past few months
and the precarious security. Exports have also
been hit.  The stock market, a showcase for the
country's ambitious reforms of the past decade,
has been on a losing streak, with criminal inves-
tigations, including one of a leading Mideast pri-
vate equity firm, widening to cover many of the
country's business and industry leaders.

(This article was written by Hamza Hendawi
of the Associated Press).

Analysing GB’s
economic woes
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A Supreme
Court jury has found Marcus
Bailey not guilty of the armed
robbery of Julius “Doc”
Lewis, the operator and own-
er of Doc’s Conch Stand. 

A jury of three women and
six men brought back a unan-
imous verdict of 9-0 not guilty
on the armed robbery, pos-
session of a firearm and pos-

session of ammunition
charges against Bailey.

Bailey, 33, was accused of
robbing Lewis at gunpoint of
$270 at his conch stand on
Explorer’s Way on Decem-
ber 20, 2009. 

According to Lewis, the
gunman, who was wearing a
beige Halloween mask, ran
across the street to Supreme
Cleaners after robbing him.
The victim said he heard a
gunshot and saw the suspect
fall to the ground.

Bailey was later discovered
by police sitting on the ground
at Supreme Cleaners with a
gunshot wound to the leg. A
gun and beige mask were
found nearby.

In his testimony, Bailey
claimed he was a victim of cir-
cumstance on the night in
question, as he was shot by
someone who came out the
bushes. 

Bailey was represented by
Carlson Shurland.

Justice Hartman Longley

presided over the trial. Attor-
neys Vernal Collie and Erica
Kemp of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office appeared on
behalf of the Crown.
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A Jamaican man was charged in the Eight Mile
Rock Magistrate’s Court in connection with the shooting of a
woman at Eight Mile Rock last Friday. Sibert Wilson, 52,
appeared before Magistrate Gwen Claude on Tuesday on
charges of possession of a firearm, endangering life and causing
grievous harm. It is alleged that on April 22, the accused, while
armed with a firearm, caused harm to a female resident at Eight
Mile Rock, Grand Bahama. Wilson pleaded not guilty to the
charges. He was denied bail and remanded to Her Majesty’s
Prison until June 2 when he is set to stand trial.

BAHA MAR has donated $1 million
to the Bahamas National Trust and will
be the official site for the nation’s wildlife
sanctuary.

The funding will cover protected tree
species such as Beefwood, Brasiletto,
Candlewood, Caribbean Pine, Horse-
flesh, Lignum Vitae, Mahogany, Red
Cedar, Rauwolfia, Silk Cotton, and Black
Ebony.

Robert Sands, senior vice president of
Baha Mar administration and external
affairs, said: “One of the things that we
are creating, you know we’ve always
talked about this wildlife sanctuary which
is 70 acres, which we are going to basi-
cally develop in conjunction with the
Bahamas National Trust.

“We will fund it with an initial grant of
a million dollars and another grant of a
second million dollars towards the ongo-
ing maintenance of that operation. It is
going to be water-based and allow for
the opportunity for persons to experi-
ence the number one asset in The
Bahamas, which are basically the beau-
tiful waters and the beach. 

Animals
“But at the same time, we are going to

have some exotic Bahamian animals, the
flora and fauna that will be around cer-
tain areas of this beach and pool experi-
ence.”

The Baha Mar/BNT partnership had
drawn environmental organisers to trans-
form themselves into green space archi-
tects of the nation’s wetlands systems.

“This is our contribution to the
Bahamas National Trust. We have com-
mitted by agreement to turn this ‘no
build zone’ into a wildlife sanctuary,

which will be developed in conjunction
with or in consultation with the Bahamas
National Trust,” said Mr Sands.

“And we will fund with an initial grant
of which we will monitor and obviously,
by subvention, give contributions up to a
million dollars for the initial works and
another million dollars of ongoing
works.”

He said this would create a sanctuary
for the Cable Beach wetlands, the natural
flora and fauna and the bird’s natural
habitat within the “no build zone” at the
western end of the project. The golf
course would also triple in size to offer
more protected green spaces on the
development.

“The Government has just entered
into a contract to do a four-lane corridor
on this road, which takes it into town.
We are taking and developing the golf
course and almost tripling it in size,” said
Mr Sands.

“From an aesthetic point of view, you
will have much more green spaces and
also eliminate the opportunity for major

concrete super-structures within these
green spaces in the future.”

The new wildlife area would call for
the rerouting of the current road system
into a more functional thoroughfare
around the bushy wetland area that is
already there. It would connect the new
West Bay Street, Westridge Road, and
Skyline Drive into what is known as Cor-
ridor 7. The new corridor will connect
JFK Drive and Gladstone Road to the
new West Bay Street and become the
entrance to Baha Mar from the airport
road.

“In addition as a result of this reroute
of West Bay Street, we are putting a
beautiful jogging trail or walking trail
along the outside of this road,” said Mr
Sands.

“It is creating excellent green spaces
that will be pleasing on the eye and
extremely aesthetic, that is eco-sensi-
tive, and in an organised and master
plan way. You can be very proud of this
development, once in fact it has been
finished.”

JAMAICAN MAN CHARGED IN
CONNECTION WITH SHOOTING

JURY FINDS MAN NOT GUILTY OF CONCH STAND OPERATOR ARMED ROBBERY

Baha Mar donates $1m to
Bahamas National Trust

ABOVE: The Baha Mar groundbreaking shovels seem to represent a commitment to pro-
tecting the environment of the Cable Beach wetlands system and a $1 million donation to
the Bahamas National Trust for a national Wildlife Sanctuary to be situated within the 70
acres of wetlands reserved on Baha Mar’s resort. 

RIGHT: Silt protectors are being placed along the roadside of the new Corridor 7 being
constructed that leads to the Baha Mar mega-resort. By keeping the ground wet during
construction, engineers and workers are keeping the dust from surfacing and being car-

ried by wind into nearby homes.

HOUSING SUBDIVISIONS currently on the outskirts of the Baha Mar project have been tak-
en into consideration as Corridor 7 is constructed.

         



By LARRY SMITH

WE have
some good
news and
some bad

news about sharks.
The bad news is that sharks

– like most other big fish in the
ocean – are not long for this
world if we continue overfish-
ing on an industrial-scale.

The good news is that
because driftnet and longline
fishing are banned here, our
shark populations are relative-
ly stable. 

In fact, National Geographic
has described the Bahamas as a
relative "Eden" for sharks com-
pared to the rest of the world.

Sharks have always had an
image problem – people tend
to regard them as serial killers
and fishing competitors. But to
Aleksandra Maljkovic, a doc-
toral student in marine ecology
at Canada's Simon Fraser Uni-
versity, they are a fascinating
research subject.

"I have been obsessed with
sharks since childhood," she
wrote during a recent intern-
ship at the Bimini Biological
Field Station. 

"My main aim here is to
learn as much as possible about
handling sharks without losing
body parts, so I can pursue my
shark-related PhD."

Maljkovic took part in 13
months of research off south-
western New Providence from

2007 to 2009 to study the
impacts of marine resource
depletion on the ecology and
behaviour of Caribbean reef
sharks.  She and co-researcher
Isabel Cote published a paper
in the February edition of the
journal Biological Conserva-
tion, which focused on the
impact of tourist-related provi-
sioning on shark behaviour in
the Bahamas.

Shark feeding as a tourist
attraction occurs around the
world and is the subject of
much debate about safety risks
and forced behavioural
changes. Such concerns have
led to outright bans in some
destinations, where shark dives
are a valuable source of rev-
enue.

For example, in 2007 tour

operators facilitated more than
72,000 shark encounters in the
Bahamas, generating some $78
million in revenue when all
local services used by shark
dive clients were considered.

Healthy
The Bahamas is considered

a good site for shark research
because of its relatively healthy
shark populations. The Bimini

field station, operated by ven-
erable University of Miami pro-
fessor Dr Samuel Gruber, has
been studying sharks for more
than two decades.

Gruber took over this man-
tle from the defunct Lerner
Marine Lab, which was set up
on Bimini by a renowned big
game fisherman named
Michael Lerner in 1948. Lerner
used to pal around with Ernest
Hemingway, and founded the
International Game Fishing

Association, but he was also a
trustee of the American Muse-
um of Natural History with a
passion for marine biology. 

The 1930s and 40s were the
days when grinning sportfish-
ermen were ritually pho-
tographed on piers next to the
500-pound tunas and marlins
they had just caught. Howev-
er, big ocean fish like these
have declined by 90 per cent
over the past 50 years.

And the bad news gets
worse. We know that if we keep
doing what we are doing most
of the world's commercial fish-
eries will collapse by mid-cen-
tury. To understand what that
means we have only to consid-
er the once bountiful Canadian
cod fishery – which collapsed
in the early 1990s, with the loss
of over 40,000 jobs, and has
been unable to recover.

In recent years the overfish-
ing of sharks has become a big
problem too. More than 100
million are taken annually by
commercial fishermen and
another five million by recre-
ational fishermen. According
to Maljkovic, "the trends indi-
cate precipitous population
declines in all large-bodied
sharks. They are the most
threatened species on the plan-
et."

One of the chief reasons for
this is a silly demand for shark
fin soup in China, where fins
can fetch hundreds of dollars,
whereas shark meat is worth
less than most fish. As a result,
fins are cut off of millions of
living sharks and the mutilated
animals thrown back into the
sea to die – a practice that was
banned by the US in 2000.

Sharks are top predators –
the lions and tigers of the sea –
and scientists like Maljkovic are
trying to understand the ecosys-
tem changes that will occur due
to their decline. Sharks keep
the oceans in balance by con-
trolling other species, and the
intense fishing pressure on
sharks has produced a cascade
of unexpected consequences. 

With fewer large predators
around, the number of rays,
skates and small shark species
has exploded, and these are
decimating the populations of
other vital marine species.
North Carolina, for example,
had to close its century-old scal-
lop fishery in 2004 because of
over-predation by rays, while
shark fishing in Tasmania
caused a boom in their main
prey – octopus – which crashed
the spiny lobster fishery there.

Scientists like Gruber and
Maljkovic often complain about
the popular fear of sharks,
which leads many ordinary
folks to think it is a good thing
to kill them. But the fact is that
overfishing benefits no one,
least of all the fishermen. And
sharks are especially vulnera-
ble because they take so long to
reach sexual maturity and only
reproduce every couple of
years.

But despite our propensity
to kill sharks, the Bahamas still
maintains a good reputation for
marine conservation. In a 2007
article National Geographic
pointed out that most of our
archipelago remains free of
industrial development: "Locals
still make a living off Bahamian
lobster, snapper, and conch;
sportsmen still take bonefish
from the sand flats, and marlin
and sailfish from the cold 6,000-
foot-deep chasm called the
Tongue of the Ocean.

"More than 40 shark species
cruise Bahamian waters," Nat-
Geo continued, "including
tigers, lemons, great hammer-
heads, bulls, blacktips, makos,
silkies, nurses; even migrating
blues and massive whale sharks
pass through. Others live here
year-round, giving birth in the
same quiet lagoons where they
were born."

According to Mike Braynan,
director of the Department of
Marine Resources, licensing the
export of shark products has
been contrary to government

policy since the 1980s and as a
result there is no significant
commercial shark fishery here:
"We have had a line item for
sharks in our landing statistics
off and on over the years, but
usually the amount is zero," he
said.

By contrast, shark dive
tourism is a multi-million-dollar
industry that attracts thousands
of visitors and generates tons
of priceless publicity every year.
It contributes much more to
our economy than a dead shark
on a fishing boat ever could. In
fact, according to Sammy Gru-
ber, a single live shark in
healthy habitat like the
Bahamas is worth as much as
$200,000 in tourism revenue
over its lifetime. 

That's why shark feeding has
become such a big part of the
local dive industry. And
although provisioning wild ani-
mals is generally frowned upon,
Gruber has long been in favour
of it where sharks are con-
cerned: 

"The reasons are manifold,
not least being the economic
value of sharks to the dive
industry of the Bahamas. Con-
sidering the unremitting com-
mercial slaughter and the bad
press that sharks inevitably get
these days, any development of
a positive image by making
divers into ambassadors for
shark conservation can only
help."

Maljkovic agrees with this
analysis. Her research at South-
west Point looked into the
impacts of feeding on reef shark
ecology. With the help of Stuart
Cove's dive operation at South
Ocean, she observed, tagged,
and took muscle tissue samples
from numbers of sharks – both
fed and unfed – during almost
300 dives. Her conclusion, as
reported in Conservation Biol-
ogy, is that provisioning has
negligible impacts on shark
behaviour.

"Because of this, we believe
that provisioning, when care-
fully conducted, has the poten-
tial to be an effective strategy
that can contribute to apex
predator conservation. Provi-
sioning-based tourism, when
accompanied by natural history
information, can enhance pub-
lic awareness of the conserva-
tion plight of apex predator
populations.

"Moreover, wildlife-viewing
tourism is an expanding and
lucrative industry, which sug-
gests good potential for shift-
ing the relative economic gains
from extractive to non-con-
sumptive exploitation of apex
predators."

At a Bahamas National
Trust presentation recently,
Maljkovic suggested that reef
shark conservation efforts could
have a positive impact on pop-
ulations of other marine
species, and called for an
ecosystem-based approach to
marine conservation. This is
something that the BNT and
other environmental groups
have also been pushing for
years through the national park
system.  Back in the 1980s an
assessment of popular dive sites
off the southwest coast of New
Providence led to the first pro-
posals for a marine park in that
area. The idea was revived in
the early 2000s during the fight
to preserve Clifton as a nation-
al heritage park, and the BNT
has submitted a proposal to the
government based on an eco-
logical assessment of the area
from Old Fort to Clifton, and
beyond southwest reef. 

The objective is to protect
our natural resources while pro-
viding non-destructive eco-
nomic opportunities (like shark
dive tourism), as well as recre-
ational and educational oppor-
tunities for Bahamians and vis-
itors. A multi-use marine
reserve in this area has the
potential to become a corner-
stone of the country's national
park system, the BNT says.

Some argue that the entire
Bahamas is already a no-take
zone for sharks. 

But this overlooks the fact
that –- like turtles – sharks
don't respect national bound-
aries. And ongoing coastal
development at places like
Bimini is destroying critical
nursery habitat for these endan-
gered animals.

As National Geographic put
it, "If the sharks go, so too goes
a bountiful ecosystem that
feeds local people and keeps
outsiders coming back to the
islands."

What do you think?
Send comments to 
larry@tribunemedia.net
Or visit
www.bahamapundit.com
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lems and difficulties voters are con-
fronted with.”

“It is important for the government
to bend over backwards to accom-
modate voters in this exercise, all the
while protecting the integrity of the
process and the register.”

According to the statement, the
party has received numerous reports
of people, many of whom are alleged-
ly PLP supporters, that have been
turned away at registration centres
because of lack of documentation,
including old voters cards and expired
Bahamian passports which have been
used as identification in previous elec-
tions.

Claiming that many people do not
have valid passports or birth certifi-
cates, the PLP is also suggesting that
the Parliamentary Commissioner make it clear
what documents are acceptable and put in place
appeal procedures for voters to follow if they

are ‘rejected’ at registration centres. 
In response to allegations issued by

the PLP, Parliamentary Commission-
er Errol Bethel said any questions or
further identification required for vot-
er registration is simply to ensure the
person is a legitimate Bahamian. 

“We are trying to abide by the laws
of the country and questions are not to
deny people but to verify citizenship,”
said Mr Bethel.

Mr Bethel said whether or not
expired identification, such as pass-
ports or old voters card are accepted
will depend on the documents’ expi-
ration date, sometimes supporting doc-
umentation is required to prove citi-
zenship. 

According to Mr Bethel, voter reg-
istration has increased and is “going
quite well” since it was announced
that the current register would close

soon.
The exact date will be announced to the pub-

lic shortly, said Mr Bethel.

questioning in various crimes,
such as stealing, causing harm,
armed robbery and murder.

In a joint-operation with the
Traffic division, police also
intensified their enforcement
of traffic laws over the Easter
holiday. The combined effort
netted 129 motorists for vari-
ous traffic violations.

Supt Dean said: “The credit
must go to divisions. They do a
lot of work that is not being
highlighted. We arrest people
around the clock for more than
just the crimes that would make
the headlines. 

“We are arresting daily for
stealing and vagrancy, so we
want to bring to the public’s
attention the work that the
police do, and to show that we
are focused on making our
country a safe place.”

Early yesterday morning, the
Wulff Road Police Station

responded to the call of con-
cerned neighbours who saw a
man breaking into a home
shortly after 2am.

As a result, police arrested a
man before the owner, 63-year-
old Barbara Knowles, had even
known there was an intruder.

Ms Knowles, who has lived
in the same house for more
than 30 years, said: “I was so
shocked to know that some-
thing had been going on in my
yard and that someone was
already in my house, and I did-
n’t even know it. 

“If it hadn’t been the police
telling me it, that would have
been very stressful.”

According to Ms Knowles,
she was surprised when she
spotted police officers on her
porch, who informed her of the
break-in. 

Ms Knowles said: “It really
saved me so much pain. I think
I would have had a heart
attack. When the police officer
told me, I got really afraid but

the fact that it was a police
telling me and they were
already in the yard – it was a
relief.”

Marvelling at the stealth
and professionalism executed
by responding officers from
the Wulff Road Police Station,
Ms Knowles commended offi-
cers Brennen, Toote and Jen-
nings.

Ms Knowles said: “I want
them to know that I am really
grateful for what they did, and
the manner in which it was
done. It was very professional
and so quiet, this was very late,
everyone was asleep and there
was no shouting.

“It made me feel great to
know that I have neighbours
like that, so thoughtful. 

“The neighbour who saw the
guy doesn’t have a phone yet,
so he went to another neigh-
bour to tell them to call the
police. 

“I felt good, knowing what
could have happened.”

FROM page one

76 held in ‘career criminal’ swoop

PLP SAYS CITIZENS FRUSTRATED BY THE
REGISTRATION PROCESS MAY NOT VOTE
FROM page one

PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMISSIONER 

Errol Bethel
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CAIRO
Associated Press

SYRIAN forces heaped
more punishment Tuesday on
residents of restive towns,
detaining hundreds in raids
or at checkpoints, firing on
people trying to retrieve the
bodies of anti-government
protesters and even shooting
holes in rooftop water tanks
in a region parched by
drought, witnesses said.

In the southern city of
Daraa, where Syrian army
tanks and snipers killed at
least 22 people a day earlier, a
resident said security forces
shot and killed a man as he
walked out of the main Omari
mosque and shouted at them
though a bullhorn: "Enough!
Enough! Enough! Stop killing
your brothers!"

The crackdown by Presi-
dent Bashar Assad has inten-
sified since Friday, when more
than 100 people were killed.
Security forces also conducted
raids in the Damascus suburb
of Douma and the northern
coastal town of Jableh.

Human rights groups esti-
mate that more than 400 peo-
ple have been killed since
mid-March as the Assad
regime has tried to crush the
uprising. But instead of intim-
idating protesters, it has
emboldened them, and their
calls for modest reforms have
them now increasingly
demanding Assad's ouster.

European leaders escalat-
ed their criticism of the Syrian
crackdown, with the French
president calling the current
situation "unacceptable," and
Britain's foreign minister rais-
ing the possibility of sanctions.
Even the Arab League said
that those in the region
demanding freedom and
democracy "require support,
and not shooting with bul-
lets."

The attack on Daraa —
where the uprising began —
appeared to be part of strate-
gy of crippling, pre-emptive
action against any opposition
to Assad, rather than react-
ing to demonstrations. But the
campaign of intimidation
through violence and arrests
was unlikely to work, accord-
ing to a human rights worker,
noting that every time Syrian
forces surrounded or attacked
one town, sympathetic
protests broke out elsewhere
nearby.

"When the army was
sweeping through parts of
Daraa, the people were
demonstrating in other parts,"
said the activist, Rami
Nakhla, who is based in
Beirut. "All they are doing is
increasing the people's deter-
mination."

Syrian residents contacted
by The Associated Press on
Tuesday reported hundreds
of people detained in the
towns of Daraa, Jableh and
outlying neighborhoods of
Damascus — either seized at
checkpoints or in dawn raids.
Detainees included all male
relatives of the same family, a
resident said.

"There's been a huge cam-
paign of arresting people,"
Nakhla said.

Daraa residents braved fire
from snipers and other troops
to pull bullet-riddled bodies
of protesters killed Monday
off the streets and hide them

from security forces, witness-
es said.

One man, Zaher Ahmad
Ayyash, was killed as he tried
to retrieve the bodies of two
brothers, Taysir and Yaser al-
Akrad, said a resident, who
asked to be identified only as
Abdullah for fear of reprisal.

Those who managed to
retrieve the corpses then hid
them away, Abdullah said,
suggesting that residents
might face reprisal if troops
discovered they had taken the
bodies. As he spoke on the
phone, gunfire popped in the
background in Daraa, 80
miles (130 kilometers) south
of Damascus, near the Jor-
danian border.

"We can't bury the dead in
the cemetery because it's
occupied by Syrian soldiers,"
said Abdullah. "We are wait-
ing to find another place to
bury them."

Snipers also targeted Daraa
residents' supply of water,
shooting holes in rooftop
tanks — the last source of
clean water for many desper-
ate residents of the parched
region of 300,000 people,
Abdullah said.

Troops cut off electricity to
Daraa on Friday, and most
food has spoiled in refrigera-
tors.

Even as the crackdown
intensified, however, there
was quiet, defiant resistance.
Abdullah said some soldiers
were disobeying orders and
allowing residents to pass
through military checkpoints
to find food and water.

Palestinian refugees living
in the area smuggled flour,
water, bread and canned food
into town. "We are so grateful
to them," the resident said.

Most doctors were arrest-
ed, leaving only two to treat
the wounded — without fresh
bandages or antiseptic, anoth-
er resident said.

Similar scenes were report-
ed in the northern coastal city
of Jableh, which was attacked
Friday, with residents hiding
their dead and then furtively

burying them in private plots
of farmland — some as late
as Tuesday — out of fear that
the families of those killed
might be arrested, a resident
said. Also like Daraa, gun-
men had shot holes in water
storage tanks on rooftops as a
form of punishment, he
added.

The power outage in Daraa
even silenced loudspeakers
carrying the Muslim call to
prayer.

But in an act of faith and
defiance, people gathered on
the streets at dusk even
though troops had ordered
them to stay indoors and
began chanting the "adan,"
the call to prayer.

One resident in central
Daraa watched as troops shot
and killed Jamal Abu Nabout,
who brought the bullhorn out
of the Omari mosque — the
epicenter of Monday's
demonstration — and shout-
ed through it for the gunmen
to stop killing their fellow
countrymen.

About 2,000 worshippers
gathered in the ancient
mosque that overlooks the
city, refusing to allow soldiers
to enter, a resident said.

Syria has banned nearly all
foreign media and restricted
access to trouble spots since
the uprising began, making it
almost impossible to verify
the dramatic events shaking
one of the most authoritari-
an, anti-Western regimes in
the Arab world. 

Residents contacted by the
AP all spoke on condition of
anonymity because of fears
of reprisal.

In the Damascus suburb of
Douma, which saw an intense
crackdown Monday, houses
were raided again at dawn
Tuesday, with forces detain-
ing anyone suspected of par-
ticipating in demonstrations.
Soldiers at sandbagged check-
points also held men deemed
suspicious. Phone service was
cut off, a resident said.

The streets of Douma were
almost empty, with schools

and most shops closed and
uncollected garbage piling up.
Security was heavy, with
agents at checkpoints asking
people for their identity cards.

In the seaside city of
Banias, divided between Sun-
ni Muslims and Alawites —
the sect of the ruling Assad
family and many key officials
— about 5,000 people demon-
strated peacefully in support
of the citizens of Daraa, and
there was no interference
from security forces, activists
said.

The U.S. stepped up
demands that Syria halt its
crackdown on pro-reform
demonstrators but refused to
question Assad's legitimacy.
U.S. officials said Washing-
ton has begun drawing up tar-
geted sanctions against Assad
and his inner circle and con-
ferring with European coun-
tries and the United Nations
about options for Syria.

In London, British Foreign
Secretary William Hague told
the House of Commons that
the international community
would have to consider sanc-
tions against Assad if he
undertakes "ever more vio-
lent repression, which can
only bring short-term security
for the authorities there."

At a news conference in
Rome, French President
Nicolas Sarkozy said the cur-
rent situation in Syria was
"unacceptable," and Italian
Premier Silvio Berlusconi
urged Assad to "follow
through in a concrete, imme-
diate way" on promised
reforms.

Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan called
Assad and urged him to show
"restraint."

"We are worried about the
current situation," Erdogan
told a news conference, "We
would not like to see an
authoritarian and oppressive
perspective in Syria. It is not
enough for Syria to remove
the state of emergency, there
are so many more steps ahead
to be taken."

The Arab League said it
was watching events in Syria,
Yemen, Libya and elsewhere
in the region, noting the
demands to move "their
countries towards democracy
and reform."

It said that "these are
demands that require support,
and not shooting with bul-
lets."

The United States told all
its nonessential staff and the
families of all its embassy
workers to leave the country,
but kept the facility open for
limited services. It also
advised all Americans to
defer travel to Syria and
advised those already in the
country to leave. On Sunday,
Britain urged its citizens to
leave Syria.

The uprising was touched
off by the arrest of teenagers
who scrawled anti-govern-
ment graffiti on a wall, with
protesters inspired by upris-
ings elsewhere in the Arab
world.

Last week, Assad fulfilled a
key demand by abolishing
nearly 50-year-old emergency
laws that had given the
regime a free hand to arrest
people without cause. 

But he coupled the conces-
sion with a stern warning that
people would no longer have
an excuse to hold mass
protests, and any further
unrest would be considered
"sabotage."

When protesters defied his
order and held demonstra-
tions Friday — the main day
for rallies around the Arab
world — they were met with a
gunfire, tear gas and stun
guns.

Syria has a pivotal role in
most of the flashpoint issues
of the Middle East — from
the Arab-Israeli peace process
to Iran's widening influence.
Instability has thrown into dis-
array the U.S. push for
engagement with Damascus,
part of Washington's hopes
to peel the country away from
Hamas, Hezbollah and
Tehran.

Hundreds detained after
bloody Syrian crackdown 

SYRIAN PROTESTERS chant angry slogans as they protest against the ongoing violence in Syria in front of the Syrian embassy in Cairo, Egypt,
Tuesday, April 26, 2011. Gunfire reverberated Tuesday in the southern Syrian city of Daraa where the dead still lay unclaimed in the streets
a day after a brutal government crackdown on the popular revolt against President Bashar Assad, residents said. (AP)

ABOARD 
THE RED STAR 1
Associated Press

LIBYAN government
forces on Tuesday bom-
barded the port of Misrata,
in a virtually nonstop assault
on the sole lifeline of a bat-
tered population that has
been under siege for the past
two months.

While forces loyal to
Moammar Gadhafi pulled
out of the city over the
weekend under pressure
from NATO airstrikes, they
have since unleashed a with-
ering rocket and mortar bar-
rage on Misrata that has
killed dozens. The bom-
bardment Tuesday was con-
stant throughout the after-
noon and into the evening,
and loud explosions could
be heard thundering across
the city.

"It was horrific, like a
scene from World War II,"
said resident Saddoun el-
Misurati who was waiting to
evacuate his mother from
the port when the rockets
began to fall. "I stopped
counting after nine.

Hundreds of residents,
including migrant African
laborers, had been waiting
at the port for the expected
afternoon arrival of the Red
Star 1, an Albanian ship
chartered by the Interna-
tional Organization of
Migration to evacuate peo-
ple from the besieged city.

The crowd gathered on
the docks scrambled for cov-
er when the rockets began
falling, hiding in cars and
shipping crates or just fleeing
the port area, said el-Mis-
urati.

Even after sundown, Gad-
hafi's forces continued to
shell the port.

Abdullah Abodabbous, a
25-year-old from Benghazi,
said he was trying to leave
on a small, previously
arranged vessel when a bar-
rage of at least 10 Grad rock-
ets slammed into the port
around 9 p.m., forcing him
to hide under a table in
offices near the main
entrance.

With Gadhafi's troops
besieging the city on all sides
by land, the port has become
a key point in the battle for
Misrata.

It has served as a lifeline
for the city, allowing in des-
perately needed medical
supplies and food and ferry-
ing out residents looking to
flee the fierce fighting that
has left swaths of the city in
ruins.

Tuesday's assault by pro-
Gadhafi forces temporarily
suspended the flow of aid
and people. An Albanian
passenger ferry carrying ten
shipping containers of aid
and two ambulances was
expected to dock around
noon, but instead motored
off the coast for hours as
Gadhafi's forces pounded
the port. 

"It was too risky to go in
given the darkness and the
security situation inside the
city in general. Hopefully we
will be able to go in tomor-
row," said Othman Belbeisi,
an official with the Interna-
tional Organization for
Migration, which organized
the ship.

Belbeisi said the decision
was made after consulting
with the port authority.

The battle for Misrata,
which has claimed hundreds
of lives in the past two
months, has become the
focal point of the armed
rebellion against Gadhafi
since fighting on the eastern
front near the city of Ajd-
abiya is deadlocked.

Video of Misrata civilians
being killed and wounded by
Gadhafi's heavy weapons,
including Grad rockets and
tank shells, have spurred
calls for more forceful inter-
national intervention to stop
the bloodshed.

The Libyan government
has denied that it engages in
indiscriminate shelling of
civilian population centers.

It is precisely to protect
civilians that NATO
launched it air campaign
March 19 against the forces
of Libyan leader Moammar
Gadhafi that were seeking
to retake parts of the country
lost to a rebel uprising that
began in mid-February.

LIBYAN GOVT
FORCES BOMBARD

MISRATA PORT 
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KIEV, Ukraine
Associated Press

TOUGH new guidelines could help pre-
vent accidents like the massive Chernobyl
meltdown, Russia's president insisted Tues-
day, defending nuclear energy during
solemn ceremonies commemorating the
25th anniversary of the worst nuclear acci-
dent in history.

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
and Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych took part in a religious ser-
vice outside Chernobyl's damaged No. 4
nuclear reactor, laying the first stone of a
monument to cleanup workers and plac-
ing bouquets of red roses at another mon-
ument to Chernobyl victims.

Medvedev said he has invited world lead-
ers to work on rules for safer nuclear ener-
gy. His economic adviser, Arkady

Dvorkovich, said Russia forwarded its pro-
posals Tuesday to leaders of other Group of
Eight countries, and he hoped they would
be discussed at next month's summit in
France.

"It's of utmost importance that we under-
stand what kind of force humankind is deal-
ing with so that our solutions ... meet the
challenges of nuclear energy," Medvedev
said.

The accident on April 26, 1986, spewed a
cloud of radioactive fallout over much of
Europe and forced hundreds of thousands
from their homes in heavily hit areas of
Ukraine, Belarus and western Russia. It
has left forests and farmland still contami-
nated, offering a warning to the Japanese of
the potential long-term effects of their own
nuclear disaster at the Fukushima Dai-ichi
nuclear plant.

The Chernobyl accident fostered deep

mistrust among many in the affected areas,
because Soviet leaders waited for days to
tell people about the accident, evacuate
them from contaminated areas and warn
them how to reduce health risks. Medvedev
called that a major mistake.

"The duty of the government is to tell its
people the truth. We must admit that the
government did not always behave in the
right way," he said. "We must all be honest,
we must give absolutely clear information
about what is going on."

The Kremlin said Medvedev was calling
for stricter safety standards for building
and operating nuclear power plants, and
increased governmental responsibilities
when dealing with the consequences of pos-
sible nuclear accidents, including provid-
ing full, accurate information on any acci-
dent.

Yanukovych stressed that nuclear acci-

dents such as Chernobyl and the nuclear
explosion at Fukushima affect the whole
planet, and renewed calls for donations to
build a new, safer shelter over Chernobyl's
damaged reactor. Ukraine must still raise
some $300 million to cover up the plant,
which remains a no-go zone a quarter cen-
tury after the disaster.

"The whole world has become convinced
that such catastrophes have no boundaries
and Fukushima-1 serves as a bitter example
of that," Yanukovych said. "No nation can
battle such catastrophes alone."

Despite the dangers, the three most-
affected former Soviet countries continue to
believe in nuclear energy. Vladislav
Bochkov, spokesman for the Russian
nuclear energy agency, said 11 reactors are
now under construction in Russia. Ukraine
is building two and Belarus is building one
reactor.

RUSSIA BACKS TOUGHER SAFETY RULES ON CHERNOBYL DISASTER ANNIVERSARY
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LONDON
Associated Press

British divorce lawyers have
words of warning for Prince
William: Not all fairy tales
have happy endings.

The prince is set to wed his
longtime love Kate Middleton
this Friday, but if history is any
guide, divorce lawyers say the
second-in-line to the British
throne would be well advised
to sign a prenuptial agreement.

"It's an absolute statistical
no-brainer that a prenuptial
agreement would be highly
beneficial in this case," said
divorce lawyer James Stewart
from the firm Manches, which
handled the multimillion
divorce case between Madon-
na and director Guy Ritchie.

Britain's royal family has
been plagued by a string of
failed marriages. Three of
Queen Elizabeth II's four chil-
dren have been divorced, and
William's uncle on his moth-
er's side, Charles Spencer, has
two ex-wives.

Prince William's office
declined to comment on
whether the future king might
sign a premarital contract.

Although prenuptial agree-
ments are common in the
United States, in Britain they
remain rare for most couples
— never mind the royal family.
British courts agreed to recog-
nise such deals only in the last
year after a slew of high-profile
divorce awards gave London
a reputation as the "divorce
capital of the world."

Stewart said Britain's royals
need to recognise that when it
comes to divorce, they're just
like commoners under UK
law. And with large amounts
of royal wealth most likely tied
up in trusts, which can be hard
to get access to, it's important
to hammer out the details now
just in case, he says.

"In the 21st century, there
is a real need for any couple
in the public arena to enter
into a properly drawn up
prenup," Stewart said.

One need look no further
than the very ugly — and pub-
lic — split between William's
parents, Princess Diana and
Prince Charles. 

The prince's former finan-
cial adviser, Geoffrey Bignell,
told Britain's Sunday Tele-
graph newspaper in 2004 that
Diana "took him to the clean-
ers," and claimed that Charles
handed over his entire person-
al fortune — widely reported
to be more than 17 million
pounds ($27 million today) —
when their marriage ended
after 15 years in 1996.

But it is by no means cer-

tain an ex-wife will clean up.
Following her 1996 divorce
from Prince Andrew after 10
years of marriage, Sarah Fer-
guson complained that her
reported 800,000 pound ($1.3
million today) settlement was
meager. 

Years later, she is believed
to have hired Diana's attorney
to negotiate a much bigger
divorce settlement after deal-
ing with crushing debt.

But even that history doesn't
mean the royals will think
twice: Charles is widely report-
ed to have ignored legal advice
and opted to go without a

prenup when he wed his sec-
ond wife, Camilla, in 2005.

While some say it's tacky to
talk about divorce at such a
happy time as a wedding,
doing so is a necessary evil,
said Matthew Brunsdon Tul-
ly, a professor of family law at
the London School of Eco-
nomics and practicing divorce
attorney.

So what's at stake?
William stands to gain an

inheritance from the queen,
whose fortune was recently
estimated at around 290 mil-
lion pounds ($467 million) by
the Sunday Times 2010 "Rich

List." The second-in-line to the
British throne also got a share
of his Diana's nearly $34 mil-
lion estate — the bulk of which
came from her divorce settle-
ment, but it is believed much
of his money is tied up in
trusts.

Middleton comes from an
well-off family herself but any
agreement would need to
ensure she is looked after,
keeping up her homes and her
standard of living, experts said. 

It would most likely be gen-
erous to ensure the prenup is
not challenged as unfair after a
divorce.

LONDON
Associated Press

HOW long will Kate make
William wait at the aisle? What
colour will the queen wear to
the wedding? And will Harry
be sober enough to deliver the
best man's speech? As betting-
happy Britons shell out on their
favourite royal wedding-themed
wagers, the country's book-
makers hope to make a mint.

"In terms of royal betting, the
wedding blows it out the win-
dow," said Rupert Adams, a
spokesman for bookmaker
William Hill. "I think we will
take the same amount as we've
taken on royal betting in 30
years."

The betting industry can be
difficult to forecast, in part
because most gamblers place
their bets in the 24 hours pre-
ceding the event, but British
bookmakers say that they could
see more than 1 million pounds
($1.6 million) worth of wagers
on the royal wedding.

That's small change com-
pared to what's bet on sports
but a hefty sum by the standards
of nearly everything else in
Britain's betting industry. For
example, the figure is 10 times
the amount typically staked on
"The X Factor," Britain's most-
watched TV talent show.

"As a nonsports event that
will be second to only our pope-
betting in 2005," said Paddy
Power spokesman Darren
Haines, referring to the election
that followed Pope John Paul
II's death in 2005.

Britons have been swapping
bets on royal foibles for decades
— many gambled on the name
Diana would choose for her
eldest son — but recent years
have seen an expansion in the
scope of the bets offered by
mainstream bookmakers.

William Hill has bets out on
whether Middleton will get a
kiss on the cheek or on the lips
when the couple appear at the
Buckingham Palace balcony,
whether her father will cry as
he walks her down the aisle, and
whether Prince Harry will catch
her bouquet. Among the less
likely bets: That the happy cou-
ple car's will break down out-
side Westminster Abbey, that
Middleton will jilt William at
altar, or that Prince Harry will
be too drunk to finish his
speech.

That last option pays out 25
pounds for every pound
wagered. 

It all may sound a bit far-
fetched. But in this country's
sometimes wacky betting indus-
try, bookies accept wagers and
set odds on whatever fanciful
idea crops up in a gambler's
head — from predicting show-
biz split-ups to the discovery of
extraterrestrial life. Retiree
Robert Foster, who was stand-
ing outside the abbey, said his
"favourite bet" was the wager
that William and Middleton
would stay together.

"I can't see the car breaking
down at all, and I can't really
see them parting because
they're a good-looking couple,"
he said.

The whens and the wheres of
the wedding — which produced
a surge of betting in the imme-
diate aftermath of the engage-
ment announcement — have
already been settled. But some
important questions — such as
the kind of dress Middleton will
wear on the day in question —
are still up for grabs, at least at
some bookmakers. Paddy Pow-
er's website put the odds of
Sarah Burton designing the
dress at one to two, meaning
that it was twice as likely as not
that Burton would be the one
chosen by Middleton to design
the dress. Other possible design-
ers include Bruce Oldfield and
Jasper Conran.

Paddy Power competitor
Ladbrokes isn't offering odds
on the dress's designer, but roy-
al watchers can still bet on the
weather (odds of rain are 3-to-
1) or the colour of the queen's
headgear (yellow is the clear
favourite.)

LONDON
Associated Press

NEW FLAGS went up, cleaning crews scrubbed
down, police checked for explosives and two die-
hard fans were already camping out. Welcome to
Westminster Abbey, ground zero for Britain's roy-
al wedding frenzy.

Scores of police on Tuesday carefully examined
the large temporary media structures that have gone
up near the venerable abbey in central London, which
will offer standing room for the thousands of jour-
nalists expected to cover Friday's nuptials of Prince
William and Kate Middleton. Police slid mini-cameras
inside piles of scaffolding pipes to make sure no
bombs were hidden.

Scotland Yard's cavalry arm put its ceremonial
division, known as the Grey Escort, through its paces
ahead of Friday's ceremony, and the military geared
up for an overnight dress rehearsal involving hun-
dreds of service personnel expected to line the pro-
cession route.

Streets in London were being sealed off so troops
from London's Wellington and Hyde Park Barracks
could participate in the pre-dawn rehearsal Wednes-
day morning.

Police plan to deploy around 5,000 officers to police
the royal wedding procession, but Assistant Com-
missioner Lynne Owens appealed to the public to
be on their guard amid fears that Irish or Islamist
extremists could target the ceremony.

"We really need you to be our eyes and our ears,"
Owens said.

Tuesday was the last day the abbey was open to the
public before closing for wedding rehearsals and
preparations on Wednesday and Thursday. Dozens of
tourists milling around the ancient building were
asked to pause for a moment of reflection as a public
prayer was offered for the upcoming royal marriage.

"Today we pray for all couples preparing for mar-

riage, especially today we pray for His Royal Highness
Prince William and Miss Catherine Middleton as
they prepare for their great day on Friday," the Rev.
Martin Hume said.

In London and across the country, Britons were
getting ready to mark the day with parties. At the
prime minister's Downing Street residence, just down
the road from the abbey, children were baking cup-
cakes in anticipation of a wedding-themed charity
bash. The children, who were joined by the Prime
Minister David Cameron's wife Samantha, posed for
pictures as they finished their cupcakes, which were
topped with Union Jack flags and sported edible
stickers of the royal couple.

Overseas visitors need to be fed too: Britain's For-
eign Secretary William Hague was to host a dinner
Thursday for all dignitaries arriving to attend the
wedding ceremony from abroad.

Those who couldn't make it sent their regards.
Sailors from the HMS Iron Duke, the frigate on
which Prince William served in 2008, addressed a
video message to the prince and his fiance that carried
their "best wishes for their wedding day and future life
together."

At a prime spot along the wedding procession
route, John Loughrey of London, a 56-year-old self-
described "super-fan" of the late Princess Diana, was
already camped out.

Wearing a shirt with William and Middleton's pho-
to and the words: "Diana would be proud," Loughrey
predicted that Friday would "be a fabulous, fantastic
day."

Guen Murray, 76, had camped out for the 1981
royal wedding between Prince Charles and Lady
Diana Spencer and was ready to do so again for their
son. She staked a place outside the abbey with her two
daughters beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Murray said the wedding was important to her
because she "grew up during the war and learned to
respect the royal family."

BRITAIN’S PRINCE WILLIAM and his fiance Kate Middleton leave City Hall in Belfast, Northern Ireland. 
Peter Morrison/AP

Royal finances: Will Kate 
be signing a prenup?

ROYAL WEDDINGROYAL WEDDING
FUELS UK WAGERS

WESTMINSTER ABBEY GEARS UP FOR WEDDING REHEARSAL 

A WORKER MOVES an English field maple tree into Westminster
Abbey in London in preparation for the royal wedding, Tuesday.
(AP)
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Business Reporter
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AS it brings to a close its second phase of
development, clocking $30million invested so
far, the Balmoral development is now look-
ing to enter its third phase in the next one to

two months, which will require a further $10million injection
“over the next nine to 12 months”, said its Principal.

Jason Kinsale said the 43-acre Sandford Drive develop-

Balmoral
development 

to inject $10m
in 12 months

By ALISON LOWE 
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

COLINA Insurance
Limited responded swiftly
yesterday to a downgrad-
ing of its rating outlook by
insurance rating agency,
A.M. Best, from “stable”
to “negative”, a move the
agency linked to concerns
about Colina’s real estate
investments.

A.M. Best affirmed Coli-
na Insurance Limited’s
financial strength rating of
“A- (Excellent) and issuer
credit rating of “a-” but stat-
ed that its revised rating out-
look “reflects A.M. Best's
concerns regarding the risks
associated with Colina's high
concentration in real-estate
investments relative to the
total equity of the company
and the continued delin-
quencies in its mortgage

COLINA’S
RATING 

OUTLOOK IS
DOWNGRADED

SALES UP ‘35 PER CENT OVER LAST QUARTER’

SEE page 2B

SEE page 4B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

ALTHOUGH the Ministry of
Tourism is “closely monitoring” price
increases in air fares to The Bahamas,
there is “no crisis” and this nation
remains in an “enviable position” ver-
sus others in terms of its accessibility
to the international tourism market,
said the Director General of Tourism.

The price of air fares to The
Bahamas has increased since last year,
but David Johnson said this must be
seen “in context”, with reference to
fuel cost rises and the fact that
Bahamas “is not at a particular dis-

advantage” when the cost and ease of travel here is com-
pared with that to other destinations.

The Director General was commenting following a state-
ment made by George Markantonis, President and Man-

Bahamas ‘enviable’
despite airfare rises,
says Tourism chief

PHOTOS: Felipé Major/Tribune staff

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

MERGER/ACQUISITION talks between City Markets
and Robin Hood revealed in March “haven’t progressed any
further at all” although interest remains on the part of City Mar-
ket’s head, Mark Finlayson, he said yesterday.

Mr Finlayson, whose family own 78 per cent of City Markets
through their Trans-Island Traders vehicle, confirmed in ear-
ly March that he was in talks with Robin Hood's principals,
Sandy Schaefer and Suresh Khilnani, who were understood to
be exploring their options for the business that just opened its

‘NO PROGRESS’ ON CITY MARKETS/ROBIN HOOD TALKS

SEE page 2B

SPLENDOUR: The Balmoral development is set for its third phase.

EXTERIOR VIEW: Balmoral. 

GEORGE 
MARKANTONIS

SEE page 2B
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ATLANTIC MEDICAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue, P.O. Box SS-5915, Nassau Tel. 326-8191

Suite 5, Jasmine Corporate Center, East Sunrise Highway, P.O. Box F-42655, Freeport Tel. 351-3960
A member of Colonial Group International: Insurance, Health, Pensions, Life

A health plan with Atlantic Medical protects

you from large out-of-pocket bills.

Atlantic Medical offers the richest benefits package for your

money and a fast claims service. It is appreciated by members

and providers. So why choose a health plan where benefits and

choice have been reduced to maintain the “price”? After all,

isn’t health care all about choice, value and service?

With Atlantic Medical, you receive protection from

potentially huge bills:

Stop loss protection (including out of network charges)

Low deductibles and no hidden deductibles

Direct billing, dedicated in-house claims department

Widespread I.D. card acceptance

Call 326-8191(Nassau) or 351-3960 (Freeport)
or visit www.cgigroup.bm

Colonial Group International is
rated A-(Excellent) by AM Best.

PremierHealthWhy pay your health premium and risk
large bills too? Your wealth is protected
with Atlantic Medical.

loan portfolio that are attributable to
the current weak economic environ-
ment in the Bahamas.”

The agency, which assesses insur-
ance companies ability to pay claims,
noted that Colina's overall mortgage
delinquency exposure “relative to its
consolidated stockholders' equity
remains high, although somewhat
improved in 2010 from prior years.” 

“While the company's earnings per-
formance has improved in recent years,
A.M. Best believes that Colina could
face operating challenges in its core
life/health insurance due to the weak
economy in the Bahamas,” the agency
concluded, while recognising that the
insurance provider “sustains good risk-
adjusted capitalization and conserva-
tive reserving practices.”

In a statement responding to the
revised outlook, issued moments after
the release of A.M.Best’s evaluation,
Colina Holdings Bahamas Limited’s
Chairman, Terrence Hilts, said the
company “remains financially very
strong.”

“We are pleased that A.M. Best con-
tinues to acknowledge our solid oper-
ating performance by affirming our
financial strength rating of A- (Excel-
lent) and ‘a-’ credit issuer rating. The
outlook downgrade by A.M. Best from
‘stable’ to ‘negative’ seems to be based
on a convergence of factors, including
a perceived ‘high concentration in real
estate investments relative to the total
equity of the company’ and mortgage
loan delinquencies. 

“This is coupled with the current and
projected economic climate and a more
rigid approach adopted by ratings
agencies post North America’s sub-
prime crisis – the trigger of the global
recession,” said Mr Hilt.

The insurance provider went on to
state that mortgages and commercial
loans represent only 16.3 per cent of its
invested assets, compared to 44.7 per
cent held in other high quality long-
term fixed income securities, includ-
ing 35.2 per cent or $145 million in

Bahamas Government Registered
Stock. 

“The diversification of our portfo-
lio amidst limited investment oppor-
tunities in The Bahamas is impeded
by this jurisdiction’s exchange control
regime which curtails the ability of long
term insurers like ourselves to easily
access foreign investments and mar-
kets. 

“As a result of limited investment
opportunities available in The
Bahamas, Colina has made use of
opportunities to diversify its portfolio,
including targeted real estate invest-
ments, which are carefully assessed for
long term growth and potential return
on investment,” read the statement.

The company added that a “signifi-
cant portion of the delinquencies in
the mortgage portfolio was assumed
with legacy acquisitions which man-
agement has been focusing its atten-
tion on improving”.

It said the recessionary economic
environment has “tempered the pace at
which we had expected this improve-
ment to occur although some progress
has been made which we are pleased
with.”  

The company revealed it has
“changed the strategy in our mortgage
division to focus solely on residential

mortgages and to enhance our under-
writing procedures for any new loans.”

“Like other financial service institu-
tions, we have seen defaults in our
mortgage portfolio, nevertheless, the
overall mortgage delinquency expo-
sure is improving slowly and Colina
remains financially very strong,” said
Mr Hilt.

The statement highlighted the fact
that Colina “achieved its strongest
financial and operational performance
to date, with total net income at $14.4
million, total equity of $115.5 million
and total assets for the first time
exceeding half a billion dollars” at
December, 2010.

Colina’s Minimum Continuing Cap-
ital and Surplus Requirement (MCC-
SR) ratio, “the objective calculation
of a company’s financial strength”, was
197.9 per cent at December 31, 2010,
increasing from 179 per cent at the end
of 200.

“We proceed cautiously to maintain
a conservative reserving methodology
to

ensure that our reserves adequately
protect our commitment to our poli-
cyholders. A.M. Best applauds this
risk-adjusted capitalization and pre-
dicts that it will remain ‘favourable’,”
concluded Mr Hilt.

COLINA’S RATING 
OUTLOOK IS

DOWNGRADED

FROM page 1B

aging Director of The Bahamas’ biggest resort, Atlantis,
on Sunday in which he expressed Kerzner International’s
concern over what he termed a “disconcerting” trend
towards higher flight prices coupled with less seat avail-
ability coming into this nation.

Mr Markantonis, in an exclusive interview with The Tri-
bune, said the company which owns and operates Atlantis
has seen “worrisome” increases in the cost of air travel to
The Bahamas over the last year which it fears may not be
entirely related to fuel price costs cutting into airline’s prof-
it margins.

He said it is “critical” for Bahamian tourism that the
trend is addressed, adding that Kerzner would be “initiating
conversations right away” with its airline partners towards
seeing what might be done to stop the upward rise in prices
that saw the average cost of flights out of major US hubs into
Nassau booked in February go 41 per cent higher than in the
same month last year.

Speaking with Tribune Business yesterday, Mr Johnson
said: “I think the context is what we would like to add to
that, in that we are in a time when the cost of fuel - number
one - and the amount of losses that has caused which has led
to US carriers shrinking their fleet, in conjunction with
their being somewhat of a rebound in the domestic market
is resulting in availability to increase capacity being very chal-
lenging for US carriers.”

“I don’t disagree with what Markantonis has indicated but
the context must be appreciated. Excessive supply (of airlift)
against relatively low demand is a thing of the past. Today
with very low margins or no margins airlines are forced to
trim capacity almost instantly to meet current demand
because they can’t cover that extra (unused) capacity given
these extremely high operating costs.”

Mr Johnson said despite this, Nassau and Paradise Island
and the Lynden Pindling International Airport “is still
almost the envy of most destinations in our region in terms
of the quality and quantity of airlift compared to the capac-
ity of hotel rooms.” 

“We are in better shape than most destinations. We are
challenged during some peak travel days and periods but we
are not faced with a severe imbalance (in terms of demand
for seats compared with availability),” said Mr Johnson.

However, he assured the public that the Ministry of
Tourism is “monitoring the situation closely and is pre-
pared to take corrective action with our partners if we see it
is working to our detriment.”

Furthermore, when queried about the role that taxes may
play in the cost of airfares to The Bahamas, Mr Johnson
revealed that the Ministry of Tourism is already seeking to
investigate what steps could be taken to reduce this element
of the cost to visitors.

“Almost 50 per cent” of taxes added to tickets to the
Bahamas from the US are collected by the US rather than
this nation, noted Mr Johnson, with the remaining per-
centage critical to this Government’s revenue intake.

“When they are not collected the impact of that is we sim-
ply put a dent in our own budget in the amount of the tens
of million of dollars this revenue represents,” said Mr John-
son. “However, we are looking at this whole area of the
impact of taxes with the industry to see how we might in fact
do some things to reduce taxes paid by the consumer and to
collect revenue from their expenditures in the destination
instead. 

“It’s early days but we are doing much work on it. It’s one
of the core initiatives we are pursuing in the Ministry of
Tourism to see how we can become more competitive.”

Bahamas ‘enviable’
despite airfare rises,
says Tourism chief
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second Nassau location at the former
Pepsi building on Prince Charles Drive.

However, the businessman yesterday
said he had been “a little distracted” of
late with trying to finalise the Associated
Bahamian Distillers and Brewers’
(ABDAB) acquisition of the majority
78 per cent City Markets stake.

Mr Finlayson suggested that an issue
noted in an interview with this newspaper
in early April, that of being able to obtain
a second valuation report on the value of
the supermarket chain's shares, remains
an obstacle to tying up that acquisition.

Obtaining a second valuation report
on Bahamas Supermarkets' shares was “a
little difficult", because numerous invest-

ment advisory and
accounting firms
were likely to feel
'conflicted out' due
to the work they
had done for other
b u s i n e s s
owned/managed by
himself and his
father, Sir Garet
'Tiger' Finlayson, in
the past, Mr Fin-

layson had explained.
“We’ve been a little distracted given

that we’ve been working on the merger
side of things with ABDAB so we
haven’t been able to make any further
progress on that (a potential deal with
Robin Hood) at all.

“It’s something that is still open from

our side, I don’t know if it’s still their
(Robin Hood owners, Sandy Schaefer
and Suresh Khilnani) focus.”

In March, Mr Finlayson said Mr Schae-
fer and Mr Khilnani had indicated their
interest “in divesting the food part of
their business.”

The warming-up of talks between the
two food retailers came days after Mr
Finlayson revealed that he had been
instructed by the Associated Bahamian
Distillers and Brewers Board (ABDAB),
the company in which his family owns a
70 per cent stake (and is also aiming to
take over the 78 per cent City Markets
stake), to initiate discussions on potential
sector consolidation with both Robin
Hood and Phil's Food Services. 

Attempts to reach Mr Schaefer were
unsuccessful up to press time yesterday.

‘NO PROGRESS’ ON CITY MARKETS/ROBIN HOOD TALKS
FROM page 1B

MARK FINLAYSON
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By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

FEARING further disruption to
their operations by the Customs
Department while they wait to hear if
they can appeal a judge’s decision not
to allow a judicial review of their case,
Kellys (Freeport) has applied to the
Supreme Court to “stay” the judge’s
ruling until their appeal application
can be heard.

Last week Freeport attorney, Fred
Smith QC, said Grand Bahama Port
Authority (GBPA) licensees "remain
in limbo" over Customs' demands for a
monthly 'bonded goods sales report',
after the Supreme Court dismissed the
major retailer’s Judicial Review appli-
cation on a technicality.

As the legal representative for Kellys
(Freeport), Mr Smith pledged that the
issue was "not going to go away" and
ultimately needed to be determined
by the Bahamian judicial system, after
Justice Hartman Longley declined to
extend the time for the company to
file its Notice of Motion for Judicial
Review.

Kelly's (Freeport) had launched its
Judicial Review action late last year
on the basis that Customs' demand for
a bonded goods sales report had no
legal basis and breached the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement.

The demand would burden it - and
other licensees - with bureaucratic,

overly-cumbersome reporting require-
ments, Kellys charged.

Bonded goods sales is a practice
whereby Freeport-based wholesalers,
such as Dolly Madison, Kelly's
(Freeport) and Bellevue Business
Depot, are able to sell products to oth-
er GBPA licensees for use in their
respective businesses only, without any
duty being paid to Customs/Govern-
ment on their sale. It is a report on
this activity that Customs is seeking.

Applied
On Thursday, Mr Smith applied on

behalf of Kellys for Justice Longley’s
judgment rejecting the company’s
request for a judicial review of the
legitimacy of the Customs’ demand to
be “stayed” pending the determina-
tion of Kelly’s application to appeal
the judgment to the Court of Appeal.

“The concern is that (Customs are)
going to demand the (Bonded goods
sales) report and as they have done in
the past stop our trailers (with goods
imported for Kellys’ stores). That's
what drove us to sue them in the first
place. They haven't done it since they
gave judgment last week but it needs to
be determined. 

“Kellys does not feel obliged to pro-
vide this report. We don't consider it
lawful, it’s ultra vires the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement,” said Mr Smith yes-
terday.

In an affidavit by Callender’s and

Co. attorney, Anthea Parris-Whitakker
in support of the application to stay
the judge’s ruling, she states: “(Kellys)
would suffer injustice and harm in the
event that (the Customs Departments)
seeks to arbitrarily ... detain goods, or
refuse to process imported goods for
entry in the usual way, or refuses to
accept returns for Duty Paid Sales as
this will lead to loss of profit, not to
mention damage to goodwill and future
loss of business if and when it is unable
to fulfill existing contracts and / or cus-
tomers go elsewhere. 

“All of this would have a grave affect
on (Kellys). On the basis of Customs’
past behaviour ... there is every rea-
son to believe that, unless restrained
the Respondent will seek to continue
its pattern of oppressive and prejudicial
conduct by seeking to arbitrarily detain
goods, or refuse to process imported
goods for entry in the usual way, or
refuse to accept returns for Duty Paid
Sales, or otherwise take enforcement
action against (Kellys) or other Grand
Bahama Port Authority Licensees, on
the basis of non-receipt of duty exempt
bonded sales reports or on any other
basis not sanctioned by law,” she said.

The parties will come before Justice
Longley today for a hearing of Kellys’
application to stay Justice Longley’s
judgment until the judicial review deci-
sion can be appealed.

Kellys seeks stay of 
judgment in Customs

interference case

DAVID K. RANDALL,
AP Business Writers
MATTHEW CRAFT,
AP Business Writers
NEW YORK 

Stocks jumped to their high-
est levels in nearly three years
Tuesday thanks to signs that
earnings are rising for U.S. com-
panies and consumers are feel-
ing more confident about the
economy. The Russell 2000, the
benchmark index of small com-
panies, neared a record high.

The new highs continue a his-
toric recovery in the stock mar-
ket. Stock indexes have more
than doubled since hitting a 12-
year low in March, 2009. The
fastest bull market since the 1950s has now erased most of the loss-
es stemming from the financial crisis.

Investors who bought at the top of the market in 2007 have
now lost 4.2 percent, including reinvested dividends. Analysts
predict stocks will continue to rise if unemployment keeps falling
and global demand leads to more profit growth.

The Standard and Poor's 500 index —the benchmark for most
mutual funds —reached its highest level since June 2008. It gained
11.99 points, or 0.9 percent, to 1,347.24. It's still 16 percent below
the record high of 1,565 it reached in October 2007.

The Dow Jones industrial average also marked a new high for
the year, rising 115.49 points, or 0.9 percent, to 12,595.37. The
Nasdaq composite rose 21.66 points, or 0.8 percent, to 2,847.54.

The Russell 2000 rose 1 percent to 853.04, near the record high
of 855.77 that it reached in July 2007.

Better-than-expected earnings reports from companies rang-
ing from airlines to office products manufacturers helped drive a
broad rally that included all 10 company groups that make up the
S&P index. Industrial companies gained nearly 2 percent, the
most of any group.

Delta Air Lines Inc. jumped 11 percent after reporting a loss that
was far smaller than investors had expected.

Cummins Inc. gained 8 percent after the engine maker raised its
earnings forecast for the year because of strong demand. United
Parcel Service Inc. rose 1 percent after raising its own earnings esti-
mate for the year. "What we're seeing now is a positive rein-
forcement of the fact that demand is rising around the world," said
Quincy Krosby, chief market strategist at Prudential Financial.
That's despite the fact that some companies say rising costs are
hurting their profits, Krosby said.

Ford Motor Co. rose nearly 1 percent after the carmaker report-
ed its best first quarter earnings since 1998. Ford beat Wall Street's
earnings estimates with stronger sales of new vehicles. 3M Co., the
maker of Post-Its and Scotch Tape, rose 2 percent after it raised its
full-year earnings expectations. The company said quarterly prof-
it jumped 16 percent from a year ago, beating analysts' estimates.

Tuesday's gains continued a strong first-quarter earnings season.
Nearly 8 in 10 companies in the S&P index that have reported earn-
ings have fared better than analysts were expecting, according to
Jonathan Golub, the chief U.S. stock strategist at UBS.

EARNINGS DRIVE
STOCKS TO 2011 HIGH

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS
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The National Insurance Board invites suitably qualified businesses to tender for the
contract to operate the cafeteria of  the National Insurance Board’s Head Office, Clifford
Darling Complex, Baillou Hill Road.

The following REQUIREMENTS must be met:

1. Tenders must be licensed with the proper licensing authorities.

2. Tenders must meet all the requirements of the Ministry of  Health  and other relevant
agencies related to food services.

3. Tenders must be able to provide food for 100 or more persons daily.

4. All National Insurance contributions should be paid up to date.

Interested  tenders may collect a  Bid Application from the Director’s Office, at the
National Insurance Board’s Head Office, Clifford Darling Complex, Baillou Hill Road,
and submit the same on or before Friday, April 29, 2011, at 1:00 p.m. Tenders are
asked to submit their bids in a sealed envelope, marked “Bid for Cafeteria,” and
addressed to:

The Cafeteria Committee
THE NATIONAL INSURANCE BOARD

Clifford Darling Complex
Baillou Hill Road
Nassau, Bahamas

TTTTThe Nhe Nhe Nhe Nhe Naaaaatttttioioioioionnnnnaaaaal Il Il Il Il Innnnnsssssuuuuurrrrraaaaancncncncnce Be Be Be Be Boooooaaaaarrrrrddddd
of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas

TTTTTeeeeendendendendender for for for for for Cr Cr Cr Cr Cafetafetafetafetafeteeeeerrrrria Opia Opia Opia Opia Opeeeeerrrrraaaaatttttioioioioionnnnnsssss

Lower premiums, low deductibles, generous benefits and a fast claims

service for home and motor cover. Pick up the phone and ask NIBA for a

great insurance deal.

Tel. Nassau 677-6422/Freeport 352-6422
or visit www.nibaquote.com

Open
Saturdays

10.00am-
2.00pm

NASSAU INSURANCE BROKERS AND AGENTS LIMITED
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue P.O. Box N-7764 Nassau  
Suite 6, Jasmine Corporate Center, East Sunrise Highway P.O. Box F-42655, Freeport 
Tel. Nassau 677-6422 Freeport 352-6422  www.nibaquote.com
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ment is benefiting from signs of “an improvement in the econ-
omy” with first quarter sales “up 35 per cent” over the previous
three months’ levels.

The ongoing neighbouring Baha Mar development has seen
a number of ex-patriate employees renting units within Bal-
moral as they work on the mega resort, resulting in all rental
units now being occupied.

Approximately 125 to 150 construction workers are present-
ly employed on site at the gated residential community project.
Fifteen people are employed full time at the development and
a further “ten to 15” are expected to be hired to staff the Bal-
moral Club in the next six months, said Mr Kinsale.

Mr Kinsale said: “We are currently completing phase two of
the development, which involves another 28 units, in addition
to the first phase of 26. 

“Phase three is starting in the next 45 to 60 days and will con-
sist of another 30 units.”

Phase two features 16 three and four bedroom “Grand
Town” homes and three single family homes. Phase three will
involve two and three bedroom town homes and two bed-
room condominiums. 

There will be two further phase at the development beyond
phase three, he added.

Balmoral, which will feature 275 units at full build-out, typ-
ically prices its properties in the middle market $300,00-$500,000
range - a category that Mr Kinsale believes is under-served.

The development is at present also getting ready to release
three commercial buildings that will sell for approximately
$800,000 each.

Balmoral
development 

to inject $10m
in 12 months
FROM page 1B
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EYE-CATCHING:
Pictures of 
Balmoral.

WASHINGTON 

Amid a surge in the cost of gasoline, Presi-
dent Barack Obama said Tuesday he is calling
on major oil producers such as Saudi Arabia to
increase their oil supplies and lower prices,
warning starkly that lack of relief would harm
the global economy.

"We are in a lot of conversations with the
major oil producers like Saudi Arabia to let
them know that it's not going to be good for
them if our economy is hobbled because of
high oil prices," Obama said in an interview
with a Detroit television station.

His remarks signaled a broad new appeal in
the face of skyrocketing gasoline prices in the
United States and they came on the same day

that he reiterated a call for Congress to repeal
oil industry tax breaks.

Interviews
In interviews with WXYZ in Detroit and

in WKTR in Hampton Roads, Virginia, Oba-
ma said the message to major oil producers like
Saudi Arabia is that an economy that buckles
because of high oil prices won't grow and
won't be good for them or for the U.S. Obama
acknowledged disruptions in oil production
because of the fighting in Libya. 

But he said other countries "need to increase
supplies." He says they can make up the dif-
ference and "we're pushing them to do so."

OBAMA SAYS HE WANTS OIL PRODUCERS TO BOOST OUTPUT
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CHRIS KAHN,
AP Energy Writer
NEW YORK

Gas pump prices have
climbed for 35 straight days
even though industry surveys
show Americans have started
to drive less.

The national average hit
$3.87 per gallon on Tuesday,
more than a dollar higher than
it was last year. Experts say
prices should keep rising for
the next few weeks before
weaker consumer demand
forces prices to drop. "We're
going to see prices keep bump-
ing up for three, maybe four
weeks," energy analyst Jim Rit-
terbusch said. Eventually less
travel will take its toll, Ritter-
busch said.

"People are driving less than
they did last year. They're tak-
ing shorter trips. They're going
to cut back on spending, and
that will push gas prices down,"
he said. "All that should kick in
by June."

Retail gasoline prices have
become a growing burden for
consumers this year. They've
risen 32.2 cents per gallon since
March 22 and are averaging
above $4 per gallon in Califor-
nia, New York, Michigan, Illi-
nois, Connecticut, Washington
D.C., Alaska and Hawaii.

Pump prices, which have fol-
lowed oil higher this year, got
another boost on Tuesday after
three Texas refineries lost pow-
er. Authorities are still looking
for the cause of the outage at
the Valero, BP and Marathon
Oil refineries in Texas City. A
Dow Chemical plant also lost
power.

Gasoline futures rose 2.87
cents to settle at $3.3072 per
gallon on the New York Mer-

cantile Exchange. Earlier in the
day, the contract hit $3.3226 per
gallon, the highest price since
July 2008.

Oil analyst Tom Kloza said
the refinery shutdowns may
have halted 300,000 barrels of
daily gasoline production. It'll
take time to get those refineries
back online Kloza said.
"Refineries are finicky. It's not
like turning the lights back on."

Kloza thinks gas will fall as
more consumers drive less and
demand falls. But the news will
probably get worse before it
gets better. He expects pump
prices will soon hit a national
average of $4 per gallon. Mas-

terCard SpendingPulse said
again Tuesday that motorists
have cut back on gasoline pur-
chases. SpendingPulse estimat-
ed that the four-week con-
sumption average has dropped
for five straight weeks, when
compared with the same period
a year ago. Americans bought
about 386 million gallons per
day last week, down 2 percent
from last year, SpendingPulse
said in its weekly survey.

Meanwhile, benchmark
crude for June delivery was lit-
tle changed. It lost 7 cents to
settle at $112.21 per barrel on
the Nymex. Investors are wait-
ing to hear what the Federal

Reserve will have to say about
the nation's economy and inter-
est rates. The Fed meets Tues-
day and Wednesday. 

The expectation is that the
central bank will keep interest
rates where they are now, near
zero.

In other Nymex trading for
May contracts, heating oil
gained 2.84 cents to settle at
$3.2273 per gallon and natural
gas was nearly unchanged, set-
tling at $4.387 per 1,000 cubic
feet. 

In London, Brent crude rose
48 cents to settle at $124.14 per
barrel on the ICE Futures
exchange.

A look at economic developments and activity in major
stock markets around the world Tuesday:

___

BRUSSELS — Greece's government deficit was sig-
nificantly bigger than forecast last year, European Union
data showed, underlining the difficulties the debt-rid-
den country is having to get its finances under control.

Greece's deficit hit 10.5 percent of economic output in
2010, well above the 9.6 percent the European Commis-
sion, the EU's executive, predicted last fall.

___

LONDON — European and U.S. stocks rose on strong
corporate earnings from companies like UBS, Ford and
3M, and as investors shrugged at the latest bad budget
news from crisis-stricken Greece.

After being closed since Thursday for Easter, Ger-
many's DAX closed up 0.8 percent. The FTSE 100 index
in London was up 0.8 percent, while France's CAC-40
was up 0.6 percent at 4,046.54.

___

TOKYO — In Asia, Japan's Nikkei 225 index was
down 1.1 percent. South Korea's Kospi was down 0.6
percent and Hong Kong's Hang Seng dropped 1.1 per-
cent.

Mainland China's Shanghai Composite Index lost 0.9
percent. Benchmarks in Taiwan, Singapore, Indonesia
and the Philippines were also down.

___

MADRID — Spain had to pay higher interest rates to
raise 2 billion euros ($2.9 billion) in an auction of 3- and
6-month bills, though investors were encouraged some-
what by the latest government deficit figures.

___

HONG KONG — World food prices that surged 30
percent in the first two months of the year threaten to
push millions of Asians into extreme poverty and cut
economic growth, the Asian Development Bank said.

The surging prices translated into domestic food infla-
tion of 10 percent on average in many Asian economies,
which could drive 64 million people into poverty, the
bank said in a report, adding that it will also erode the liv-
ing standards of families already living in poverty.

___

BEIJING — Australia and China signed a series of
cooperation agreements at the start of a visit by Prime
Minister Julia Gillard intended to strengthen ties and
smooth over recent spats with her country's top export
market.

GLOBALECONOMICNEWS
associated pressGasoline rises to

$3.87 per gallon

(AP Photo/Elaine Thompson)
FILLING UP: Ryan Riemath finishes starts to fill his tank at a Shell gas station Tuesday, April 26, 2011,
in the Seattle suburb of Bellevue, Wash. At $4.199 a gallon, the price is among the highest in the area. In
the U.S., gas pump prices have climbed for 35 straight days even though industry surveys show Amer-
icans have started to drive less. The national average hit $3.87 per gallon on Tuesday, more than a dol-
lar higher than it was last year. 

FRANCESCA LEVY,
AP Business Writer

It's a ritual that occurs every quarter. During earnings season investors try to predict
which stocks are likely to soar when a company announces its performance results. Will a
healthy revenue announcement lead to a quick jump in the stock price? Here are three
stocks that some financial analysts are keeping an eye on:

DEAN FOODS (DF)

The country's largest milk producer had the worst performance of any stock in the Standard
& Poor's 500 index last year because milk prices fell nearly 5 percent. But the price of milk is
rising again. Investors want to see Dean's forecast for the rest of 2011. They also want details
about the company's ongoing restructuring. A good forecast could send Dean shares higher.

Reports: Wednesday, April 27

FROZEN FOODS EXPRESS (FFEX)

This trucking company is expected to report disappointing earnings because of high fuel
prices and snowstorms last winter. But Eric Marshall, a portfolio manager for Hodges Mutu-
al Funds, thinks its stock will rise. More companies will need freight hauled as the economy
improves. Frozen Foods' 2011 forecast will be the key to how big a reaction the stock price has
during earnings season.

Reports: Monday, May 2

3. OMNIVISION (OVTI)

OmniVision makes chips for cameras in Apple's iPhone and iPad. The success of those prod-
ucts has lifted its earnings for more than a year. Investors worry that the company's depen-
dence on Apple makes it vulnerable. Shares are trading at only 10 times what the company
is expected to earn per share in the next year. Another good quarter might reassure investors.

Reports: Thursday, May 26

STOCK WATCH

3 stocks to watch during earnings season

QUARTERLY EPS

Stock Recent Close 5 2-Week Range Price-Earnings Ratio       Year Ago     Estimate
Dean Foods (DF) $10.25 $7.13-$16.09 22 $0.23             $0.06
Frozen Foods Express (FFEX)         $3.67 $2.68-$5.00 Lost money -$0.22            -$0.12
OmniVision (OVTI) $33.33 $15.11-$37.04 19 $0.18             $0.63

SAMANTHA BOMKAMP,
AP Transportation Writer
NEW YORK 

UPS expects the pace of the economic recov-
ery to moderate because of risks like high oil
prices, but remains confident it can grow earnings
significantly from a year ago.

The world's largest package delivery company
on Tuesday raised its full-year earnings forecast
after first-quarter net income rose 66 percent.
Shipping demand increased and customers paid
more to move packages faster in the year's first
three months. United Parcel Service Inc. now
expects to earn $4.15 to $4.40 per share this year,
implying growth of 17 to 24 percent from 2010. Its
previous estimate was $4.12 to $4.35 per share.

Higher fuel prices, unrest in the Middle East
and uncertainties surrounding nuclear fears in
Japan are among the major risks to economic
growth this year, Chief Financial Officer Kurt

Kuehn said in an interview with The Associated
Press. But UPS expects continued revenue
growth across the world, combined with higher
shipping rates and fuel surcharges, to drive earn-
ings. "The global economic outlook has become
a little cloudier than it was three months ago,"
Kuehn said. "However, we still expect 2011 to be
a great year."

In the first three months of 2011, the Atlanta
company earned $885 million, or 88 cents per
share. That's up 66 percent from $533 million, or
53 cents per share, UPS earned a year ago.

Revenue jumped 7 percent to $12.58 billion.
Analysts polled by FactSet expected a profit of 84
cents per share on sales $12.71 billion.

UPS' freight segment had the fastest growth in
the quarter. Adjusted operating profit rose 44
percent. The freight segments at both UPS and
rival FedEx struggled last year as the trucking
industry had too many trucks competing for too
little freight.

UPS RAISES OUTLOOK WHILE EYEING ECONOMIC RISKS

             



DAVID KOENIG,
AP Airlines Writers
JOSHUA FREED,
AP Airlines Writers

With fresh red ink at Delta
and US Airways, the five
biggest U.S. airlines showed a
combined loss of more than $1
billion for the first quarter.
Soaring jet fuel prices are the
big culprit.

The total loss was only about
$100 million larger than a year
ago, even though jet fuel spend-
ing jumped by 28 percent, near-
ly $1.9 billion. Airlines were
able to narrow the difference
in fuel spending with a 12 per-
cent increase in revenue.

They have raised fares seven
times since the start of the year
and would like to keep doing
that to offset higher fuel costs.

"We must fully recapture our
costs on every flight, every day,
to maintain and improve our

earnings performance," said
Delta CEO Richard Anderson.

Delta Air Lines Inc., which
reported a $318 million loss on
Tuesday, said fare increases

covered 70 percent of the run-
up in fuel costs for the first
quarter. US Airways Group
Inc. lost $114 million in the
quarter. On Tuesday, it
announced new reductions to
its flying schedule in the sec-
ond half of the year, which
should cut costs and perhaps
drive up fares.

The Delta and US Airways
results came after United Con-
tinental Holdings Inc. and
American Airlines parent
AMR Corp. reported huge
losses last week. Southwest Air-
lines Co. was alone among the
five biggest U.S. airline opera-
tors in posting a profit, and just
$5 million at that.

Between them, the five air-
lines lost $1.08 billion in the
first three months of this year,
when several big storms in the
U.S. and the earthquake in
Japan compounded the prob-
lem of costly jet fuel. A year
ago, the same airlines lost $978
million. Fuel spending jumped
to $8.45 billion from $6.60 bil-
lion a year earlier.

Still, Tuesday's losses at
Delta and US Airways were
not as large as analysts had
feared. And airline executives'
tough talk about raising fares

and cutting flights may have
cheered investors.

Delta shares jumped 99
cents, or 11 percent, to close at
$9.99, US Airways shares rose
52 cents, or 6.3 percent, to
$8.80, and other airline stocks
also rose. Airline stocks have
been hammered recently by ris-
ing oil prices. Delta shares are
down 21 percent since the
beginning of the year, while US
Airways shares lost 12 percent.

With fuel costing more than
$3 a gallon — spot prices are
up about 50 percent since Sep-
tember — airlines are culling
flights that don't produce
enough revenue.

Delta will cut flying 4 per-
cent compared to a year earlier
starting in September, includ-
ing 8 to 10 percent on routes
across the Atlantic.

It will also park 20 more
planes this year than planned,
including some of the largest
planes used for international
flights. All told, Delta now
plans to sideline 140 planes
over the next year and a half,
from its smallest propeller-dri-
ven regional planes to big inter-
national jets. Delta's fuel bill
rose 29 percent, or $483 mil-
lion, in the first quarter com-
pared to a year earlier. Higher
ticket prices boosted revenue
13 percent, to $7.75 billion.

Delta's loss for the quarter
that ended March 31 was 38
cents per share. A year ago
Delta lost $256 million, or 31
cents per share. Analysts sur-
veyed by FactSet expected a
loss of 50 cents a share and rev-
enue of $7.61 billion.

For US Airways, the loss was
71 cents per share, or 68 cents
per share not counting special
items. Analysts expected a loss
of 73 cents per share excluding
items. The airline saw fuel costs
jump $272 million, almost 39
percent, compared with a year
ago. It is the only U.S. airline
that does not hedge against fuel
price spikes. 
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 20,000 0.091 0.040 13.0 3.39%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
7.00 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.88 6.88 0.00 0.153 0.100 45.0 1.45%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.168 0.090 16.1 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.00 8.69 Cable Bahamas 8.75 8.75 0.00 800 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.54%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 1.031 0.040 2.5 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.97 6.97 0.00 0.488 0.260 14.3 3.73%
2.53 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.07 2.06 -0.01 0.111 0.045 18.6 2.18%
2.54 1.35 Doctor's Hospital 1.35 1.35 0.00 0.107 0.110 12.6 8.15%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 4.75 4.75 0.00 0.357 0.240 13.3 5.05%
9.00 5.65 Finco 6.50 6.50 0.00 0.682 0.000 9.5 0.00%
11.40 8.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.76 8.76 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.7 4.00%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 5.50 5.50 0.00 0.452 0.160 12.2 2.91%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk Hi 52wk Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

TUESDAY, 26 APRIL 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,439.48 | CHG -0.01 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -60.03 | YTD % -4.00

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5487 1.4525 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5487 1.48% 6.06% 1.526164
2.9814 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9814 1.15% 2.40% 2.947425
1.5920 1.5141 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5920 1.14% 4.53% 1.574964
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7049 -0.56% -15.54%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
115.7622 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 115.7622 9.58% 9.58% 114.368369
111.4697 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 111.4697 11.32% 11.32% 106.552835
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1608 1.25% 5.20%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1214 0.26% 4.18%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1620 1.12% 5.24%
9.9952 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9952 1.51% 6.08%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.2173 1.50% 6.41%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.4288 4.03% 4.29%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.5559 1.88% 8.41%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Mar-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11
1-Apr-11

31-Jan-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Mar-11

NAV 6MTH
1.505557
2.918697
1.555464

109.392860
100.183340

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11
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DEREK KRAVITZ,
AP Business Writers
JANNA HERRON,
AP Business Writers
WASHINGTON 

A wave of foreclosures is
forcing down home prices in
most major U.S. cities. But
economists and real estate
agents point to what they call a
key first step for any housing
recovery: a decline in the glut
of homes for sale in markets hit
hardest by foreclosures.

Low prices are leading
investors to snap up foreclosed
homes in Detroit, Las Vegas,
Miami, Phoenix and Tampa.
That's reducing prices in the
short run. Yet it is also thinning the supply of homes, which must
happen to clear the way for higher prices in the long run.

For some, the deals are too good to pass up on. A studio apart-
ment on the Las Vegas strip that cost $500,000 at the height of the
housing boom is now selling for roughly one-third the price. Half
of the homes listed in the Tampa Bay area are selling for less
than $100,000, not far from some of Florida's nicest Gulf coast
beaches.

Such sales have helped shrink the combined supply of unsold
homes in those five cities by 13 percent over the past year, accord-
ing to local listing data analyzed by The Associated Press. Home
prices in each of those markets are at or below 2002 levels, accord-
ing to the latest reading of the Standard & Poor's/Case Shiller 20-
city home price index.

"If we were to see several consecutive months of supply getting
smaller, it would point to an improving housing market," said
Celia Chen, senior director at Moody's Analytics. "Even if it is
investors buying them, they are renting them out in hopes that
prices in the next several years will rise."

Economists caution that a second wave of foreclosures, specif-
ically those that have been delayed by banks and backlogged
courts, could throw the housing market back into turmoil. And few
see home prices rebounding this year.

Home prices fell from January to February in 19 of the 20 metro
markets tracked by the Case-Shiller index. At least 10 major
metro areas are at their lowest point since the housing bubble
burst. The index, which was released Tuesday, is slightly above the
level hit in April 2009, the lowest point since the downturn began.

Getting rid of foreclosures and other risky properties is necessary
for the market to turn around. When foreclosures and distressed
properties get sold, home prices fall. As the supply of cheap homes
shrink, prices stabilize. Homeowners who held off moving because
they didn't want to sell their home during the downturn become
more confident that they can get a better price. That leads to
more buying and selling, pushing prices up even further.

Most of the sales activity now is at the investor level. Private
equity firms. Foreign and out-of-state buyers searching for vacation
homes. Individual investors looking to flip or rent out properties
for a profit.

They are all scooping up cheap homes with cash, said Andrew
Duncan, a Realtor who runs a Keller Williams franchise in Tam-
pa. In March, 35 percent of previously occupied homes sold were
purchased entirely in cash, according to the National Association
of Realtors.

"When the bargains do hit, there's more than one buyer looking
for that bargain," Duncan said. "Buyers are losing out left and right
when they bid because it's just so competitive."

Foreclosures have flooded the market in Miami. Three out of five
homes sold there are foreclosures or short sales — when a lender
allows a home to be sold for less than what is owed on the mort-
gage. That has lowered the median home price by 19 percent in the
past year, to $159,800 in March.

At the same time, the inventory of homes for sale has dropped
nearly 24 percent. It would take seven months to clear those
homes at the current sales pace. That's down from a 17-month sup-
ply just six months ago.

In Tampa, it would take just six months to clear the inventory of
unsold homes off the market. That's down from about eight
months a year ago and 25 months in January 2008. Detroit's inven-
tory of homes for sale has fallen 17 percent in the last year.

In Phoenix, the number of homes for sale has dropped nearly 10
percent over the past year. The median sales price of a single-fam-
ily home sold last month was $118,500 — down more than 12 per-
cent from a year ago.

The supply of homes in Las Vegas could be cleared in less than
seven months at the current sales pace. That's down from a 26-
month supply in December 2007.

"It's like a feeding frenzy when a home goes on the market
now," said Mike Shannon, a Detroit real estate agent who spe-
cializes in foreclosures. "We're getting a few dozen offers on some
homes in a matter of days."

The thinning supply is due, in part, to a lull in foreclosures.
They have dropped by more than 56 percent in Tampa and almost
64 percent in Miami. In those areas, the number of home receiving
an initial foreclosure notice has plummeted.

That could change quickly. Many banks are revisiting thou-
sands of foreclosure cases, spurred into action by federal regulators
who have ordered top-to-bottom reviews of how foreclosures
were carried out over the past two years. The logjam has been com-
pounded in places such as Florida, New York and New Jersey,
where foreclosures must be approved by a judge.

There's 1.2 million foreclosures expected this year, according to
foreclosure tracker RealtyTrac Inc., and the decline in foreclosure
filings is only temporary, said Mark Vitner, senior economist at
Wells Fargo.

"The problems are still there," Vitner said. "There are fewer ear-
ly-stage delinquencies so we are moving in the right direction but
the slowdown in foreclosures is just drawing the process out."

BARGAIN PRICES HELP CUT
GLUT OF FORECLOSURES 

Biggest US airlines have
combined 1Q loss over $1B

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
COMBINED LOSS: In this April 20, 2010 file photo, Delta Air Lines jets
are parked at John F. Kennedy International Airport, in New York. Delta
Air Lines Inc. said Tuesday, April 26, 2011, raising fares should
allow it to make up for the higher fuel prices that drove a $318 million
loss in the first quarter.

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS
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ROYAL HONEYMOON AHEAD,
BUT WHERE WILL THEY BE?
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AS the Bahamas' own resident
member of the British royal family
India Hicks prepares for the royal
wedding of Prince William and Kate
Middleton on Friday, she recalls
fond memories of her own partici-
pation in Prince Charles and the late
Lady Diana Spencer’s wedding when
she was just 13.

On July 28 1981, the grand-
daughter of Lord Louis Mountbat-
ten, the last Viceroy of India, and
goddaughter of His Royal Highness
Prince Charles the Prince of Wales,
was charged with the monumental
responsibility of arranging his bride,
Lady Diana's 25ft dress train.

The task was as daunting as the
record-breaking length of the train
itself for the tomboyish teenager
who preferred jodphurs to frills and
finery.

She had cut off her long hair and
was on holiday with her family at
their home in Windemere Island, in
Eleuthera, when she received the
overwhelming invitation from her
beloved Godfather.

Although horrif ied by the
prospect of wearing not only wearing
a dress, but wearing it in front of an
audience of 750 million, Ms Hicks
said she was proud to have been
asked by the "caring, considerate
and involved" godfather who she
adored as much then as she does
today.

Ms Hicks, who has lived in Har-

bour Island for 16 years and raised
her children in the community, said
she had spent time on holiday with
Prince Charles at the family home in
Eleuthera as a child.

Her role as bridesmaid allowed
her to spend quality time with his
new bride in the weeks before the
wedding, in the intimate setting of
dress designer's David and Eliza-
beth Emmanuel's studio, where the
bridesmaids patiently waited hour
after hour as the dress's every line
and fold was perfected.

Young India was whisked away
from her British boarding school and
up to London under a shroud of
secrecy to avoid the hungry press
photographers.

There Ms Hicks and the Queen's
niece Sarah Armstrong Jones prac-
ticed folding and unfolding a 25ft
dustcloth tied to Diana's waist with
fastidious precision, only to be over-
whelmed on the day.

"Manipulating that much ivory
taffeta and antique lace in and out of
small state carriages posed consid-
erable complications," she said.

"Needless to say on the day itself,
with close to a billion people watch-
ing, panic took over, and we resort-
ed to rather a lot of pushing and
shoving and creasing."

As with the wedding of Prince
William and Kate Middleton, Prince
Charles and Lady Diana's wedding
was declared a national holiday

"Royal wedding frenzy grew," Ms
Hicks said.

"People prepared to celebrate
with street parities. Bonfires were

built, so they could flare up across
the country, in celebration on the
day itself."

On the eve of the wedding, July
28, half a million people gathered in
London's Hyde Park to see the guns
of the King's troop, the Royal Horse
Artillery fire a salute to mark the
first marriage of a Prince of Wales
for 118 years, and the unprecedent-
ed firework display that followed.

Ms Hicks and Sarah Armstrong
Jones watched the display with the
rest of the Royal family, and as the
surging crowds dispersed, and traffic
stood at a standstill, it became appar-
ent she was stuck with them for the
night.

Princess Margaret invited India to
stay at Kensington Palace, and even
offered her the use of her tooth-
brush, leaving a lasting impression
on India.

Early the next morning she was
taken to Clarence House, the Queen
Mother's residence, where she met a
fresh-faced Diana, dressed in old
jeans and diamond tiara, watching
herself on a tiny television screen in
the nursery, in a playful mood.

"She would flick anyone who got
in the way," India said. 

"During one commercial break
the advert for Cornetto ice cream
came on and she started singing,
soon we all joined in."

The bridesmaids were ushered
downstairs as Diana was dressed,
and India said she clearly remem-
bers the moment the Princess-to-be

WITH only two more days to go until Britain’s
Prince William and Kate Middleton tie the knot
at Westminster Abbey in London, royal wedding

excitement is reaching a fever pitch.
Here in the Bahamas, people are already making plans to get up in

the wee hours of the morning to witness the once-in-a-lifetime event
on their televisions and computers. Some have already set their alarm
clocks for 3.30am when the first guests are expected to arrive at the
abbey. The wedding procession is scheduled to start at 5.30am Bahami-
an time.

The actual royal wedding will occur at 6am when Kate Middleton
is expected to arrive on the arm of her father.

“I find it very exciting that this wedding is taking place. It has
been 30 years since we had a wedding of this magnitude in the
Commonwealth,” a Bahamian businesswoman said.

“I won’t be getting up that early because I have to work, but I will
be following it online throughout the day, and I can’t wait to get
home that night so I can follow up all the entertainment news about
it,” said Aviva Smith.

When it comes to what the bride will be wearing, Aviva said she
hopes Kate isn’t forced to wear something she doesn’t want to.

“I hope she wears something which makes her look her age, and I
hope she looks fabulous.”

Paula Gibson said that she cannot wait to watch the royal wed-
ding.

"I always loved the royal family. When I was a child I used to look
a magazines and pictures with them. I know I am not physically in Eng-
land, but I feel an attachment to them. It will be a pleasure to watch
one of the biggest events in British history. I will be glued to the tele-

Reflections of a Royal Bridesmaid

CHARLES AND DIANA

SEE page 8C

SEE page 8C



THE TRIBUNE • SECTION CA RT S&E N T E RTA I N M E N T02
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2011

By GREGORY KATZ
Associated Press

IN REAL estate, it's loca-
tion, location, location. For
royal honeymooners, it's pri-
vacy, privacy, privacy.

Once they are man and
wife, Prince William and Kate
Middleton may combine the
two by honeymooning at the
queen's 50,000-acre Balmoral
estate in Scotland, a family
holding so vast that the couple
could relax without worrying
about their every movement
being tracked by long-lensed
p a p a r a z z i .

They would likely combine
a stay in Scotland, a beautiful
spot but with iffy weather,

with a visit to a reliably sunny
locale, royal experts believe.

"I think privacy will be the
most important thing after all
that they will have gone
through," said Joe Little, man-
aging editor of Majesty maga-
zine. "Maybe a week in the
sun and a week in Scotland,
which is a traditional royal
honeymoon venue. They can
do their own thing up there."

William and Middleton are
somewhat limited by the
prince's military commit-
ments. He is a Royal Air
Force helicopter search and
rescue pilot with two weeks'
leave available, so he will have
to be back at the base in
Wales fairly quickly.

His parents, Prince Charles
and Princess Diana, spent sev-
eral months honeymooning,
combining a two-week
Mediterranean cruise on the
Royal Yacht Britannia (since
decommissioned) with an
extended visit to Balmoral in
S c o t l a n d .

Little said William and Mid-
dleton seem to enjoy the
active, outdoor lifestyle avail-
able in Balmoral, one of the
queen's favorite estates.

He said photographers who
might be tempted to come
onto the estate to photograph
the couple with a telephoto
lens would likely be warned
off in advance by the Press
Complaints Commission,

which would be expected to
warn editors that intrusions
on the couple's privacy will
not be tolerated.

Prince William's press office
has refused to provide any
details about the honeymoon
destination, although William
has dropped several tantaliz-
ing hints about possible desti-
n a t i o n s .

On a recent trip to Aus-
tralia, the prince told cheer-
ing crowds that it was possible
he and Middleton would
return for a honeymoon in
Cairns so they could scuba
dive at the Great Barrier
R e e f .

Some believe the couple
will return to the retreat in the

mountains of Kenya where
William proposed to Middle-
ton last October, noting that
when he signed the guestbook
he said he hoped they would
be able to come back soon.

Others find meaning in the
wedding guest list, which
includes several people —
including a bartender and a
yoga instructor — from the
private Caribbean island of
Mustique, a favored royal
hideaway where the late
Princess Margaret kept a
house for many years.

Other island retreats,
including Mauritius and the
Seychelles, are also seen as
contenders, as is mega-busi-
nessman Richard Branson's

private island in the British
Virgin Islands.

A final clue may have come
from Middleton herself. She
was photographed nine days
before the wedding making
some last minute clothing pur-
chases on the chic King's
Road in central London.

The booty reportedly
included two bikinis, indicat-
ing a "fun in the sun" desti-
nation might be in the offing.

But that does little to clari-
fy matters, since she would
probably need the bathing
suits at all of the mentioned
destinations — except for
Scotland, where romance is
made out of haze, mist and
f o g .

Wills and Kate: Royal honeymoon ahead, but where ?

B A L M O R A L Castle, near Ballater in the Scottish Highlands. In real estate,
it's location, location, location. For royal honeymooners, it's privacy, privacy,
privacy. Once they are man and wife, Prince William and Kate Middleton may
combine the two by honeymooning at the queen's 50,000-acre Balmoral
estate in Scotland, a family holding so vast that the couple could relax without
worrying about their every movement being tracked by long-lensed paparazzi.
They would likely combine a stay in Scotland, a beautiful spot but with iffy
weather, with a visit to a reliably sunny locale, royal experts believe.(AP)

ROYAL fan John Loughrey, aged 56 from Wandsworth, south London, dis-
plays a Union flag with an inlay of Britain's Prince William and his bride-to-be
Kate Middleton Monday April 25, 2011,outside Westminster Abbey in central
London, where Loughrey has started to camp out to ensure his place ahead of
the royal wedding on Friday. (AP)

ROYALEXCITEMENT



THE TRIBUNE • SECTION C A RT S&E N T E RTA I N M E N T 03
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2011

By MICHELLE LOCKE
Associated Press

THROWING a watching party for the wed-
ding of Prince William and Kate Middleton does-
n't have to be a royal pain.

But with the wedding scheduled for 6am East
Coast time you probably are going to find that
plenty of coffee is, so to speak, your cup of tea.

Patra Wroten, who lives in the Washington,
DC, area and writes about parties and other
occasions on her blog, I Do Declare, has found a
workaround to the inconvenient timing — a
slumber party for some friends.

"We just love weddings," she says. "It really
was just a great excuse to get a group of our
girlfriends together, take off work and theme a
party around such an exciting wedding."

The party will start on the evening of April 28
and go right through to the April 29 festivities
with a few hours set aside for rest.

They plan to watch a tape of the marriage of
the prince's parents, Charles and Diana, eat Eng-
lish food such as mini shepherd's pies, and may
just have a little drinking game — a sip for every
time someone says "future princess," for
instance.

And, of course, there will be fake tiaras.
For Penny Bradley, co-owner of the Lyon

restaurant in New York's Greenwich Village,
throwing a wedding party took a bit of smooth-
talking. Specifically, she had to persuade her
partner in the restaurant, French chef Francois
Latapie, to be English for a day.

He agreed and now neighboring businesses,
including the British restaurant Tea & Sympathy,
are joining in. Festivities will start with a Cham-
pagne breakfast and screenings of the ceremony,
with reruns for later in the day.

On the menu: bacon and egg sandwiches,
smoked haddock with scrambled eggs and Buck-
's Fizz (mimosas to us Yanks). There'll be
bunting, big hats are encouraged, and the dinner
menu will include such notable items as toad in
the hole and Lancashire hotpot.

Raffle tickets are being sold to benefit a local
park and, with interest already high, there will
likely be a silent auction.

"It's getting quite exciting," says Bradley, who
already has gotten reservations for the 6am seat-
ing.

Though the wedding isn't making quite the
same splash that Charles and Diana's did 30
years ago, it's launched many a promotion.

Bradley, a native of Yorkshire, England, sees
the occasion as a break from everyday life, one

that is especially welcome considering all the
grim news that's been happening of late.

"These are events that don't happen very often
in anyone's lifetime and people love to celebrate
them," she says. "They really enjoy watching
the wedding and all the glitter of the carriages
and the spectacle. It's something that's really
amazing."

Ready to host your own wedding watching
party? Here's our suggested menu for early
morning eats:

FRUITBISMARCKS
Bismarcks also are known as Dutch babies and

German pancakes. Though this oven pancake isn't
commonly served as a breakfast item in England,
its savory counterpart, known as a Yorkshire pud-
ding, is served for Sunday dinner with leftovers
being served with jam for dessert. Use any fruit you
like for the filling; fresh berries are particularly
good, but sauteed apples with cinnamon and sugar
are tasty as well.

Start to finish: 35 minutes
Servings: 8

1 cup milk
4 eggs
1 cup bread flour, sifted
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
Pinch salt
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter
1 1/2 cups fresh fruit, such as sliced peaches, 
citrus segments or berries
Powdered sugar or whipped cream, 
to garnish, if desired
Heat the oven to 450 F.

In a medium bowl, whisk together the milk, eggs,
flour, baking powder and salt until smooth.

Place the butter in a pie plate or oven-safe skillet.
Set the pie plate or skillet in the oven. When the
butter has melted, swirl the pan around to fully coat
the bottom and sides. Pour the batter into the hot
pan and immediately return to the oven. Bake for 15
minutes, then lower the temperature to 375 F and
continue to cook until browned and puffy, about
another 10 minutes.

Remove the pan from the oven. Heap the fruit in
the center, then serve dusted with powdered sugar
or topped with whipped cream, if desired.

Nutrition information per serving (values are
rounded to the nearest whole number): 174 calo-
ries; 78 calories from fat (45 percent of total calo-
ries); 9 g fat (5 g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 125 mg
cholesterol; 17 g carbohydrate; 7 g protein; 2 g
fiber; 115 mg sodium.

(Recipe by Alison Ladman)

A lovely day for a wedding watching party 

By JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

PO O R Kate Middleton. She's
not just marrying a future
king. She's marrying all of us.

Once upon a time, British subjects
gazed upon their sovereigns from
afar. Not any more.

Members of the royal family are
now Hollywood-style mega-celebri-
ties — their cellulite, receding hair-
lines and boozy nights out subject
to the same relentless scrutiny as
other A-listers.

The monarchy has gained in star
power, and perhaps lost in dignity,
since William's mother, Princess
Diana, burst into the royal family in
a blonde blaze of charisma and
changed it forever.

On British newsstands ahead of
Friday's wedding, Kate and William
beam from the covers of celebrity
magazines alongside Catherine Zeta-
Jones, singer Cheryl Cole and surgi-
cally altered glamour model Katie
Price. One promises the inside scoop
on "Royal Wedding Meltdowns!"
Another says that "Pals Fear for
Skinny Kate." The royal couple is
even on the cover of TV Times —
the wedding will be the television
event of the year.

It's easy to forget that it was not
always like this.

"When I was growing up I thought
the royal family was harmless but a
bit boring," said novelist Monica Ali,
whose new book, "Untold Story,"
imagines an alternate future for
Princess Diana.

"It was really when Diana came
on the scene that things started to

change," Ali said. "She divided opin-
ion. A lot of people adored her,
some people didn't like her, but
everybody had an opinion about her.

"She brought celebrity into it —
for good or for ill."

"Untold Story," out now in
Britain and published in the United
States in June, imagines that Diana
didn't die in a 1997 car crash, but
faked her own death, changed her
name and rebuilt her life in a small
American town.

Ali, whose books include the best-
selling London immigrant saga
"Brick Lane," uses the novel to
muse on the price of celebrity and
the pressures of fame.

"Kate is not just marrying into the
royal family," Ali said. "She is mar-
rying into celebrity. She is entering
the game show of the first wives'
club. She'll be competing with
Michelle Obama and Carla Bruni."

There's nothing new in a popular
desire to read about celebrities, but
over the decades our relationship
with them has been transformed.

Perhaps it was the rise of the
paparazzi, with their long lenses and
lack of boundaries. Maybe it was the
lowering of social barriers and inhi-
bitions that began in the 1960s.
Nowadays, we want to know every-
t h i n g .

Ellis Cashmore, a cultural studies
professor at England's Staffordshire
University and author of the book
"Celebrity Culture," said Princess
Diana was a key figure in this tran-
sition — and so, even earlier, was
the late Elizabeth Taylor, with her
emotional exuberance and health
problems and turbulent love life.

"It wasn't the Liz Taylor we saw in
the movies we were interested in —
we wanted to know the real person,"
he said. "We became much more
interested in people's private lives
— or what was once their private
l i v e s . "

The royal family remained largely
off-limits — until Diana worked her
fairy-tale magic.

The romantic 1981 wedding of
Prince Charles and 20-year-old Lady
Diana Spencer was followed by two
sons, William and Harry. Then came
bulimia, a suicide attempt and mar-
ital discord that was obvious to the
world even before Diana told a TV
interviewer in 1995 that "there were
three of us" in the marriage —
Diana, Charles and his paramour
Camilla Parker-Bowles.

Throughout it all, paparazzi trailed
Diana wherever she went. Her com-
bination of glamour, personal
warmth, charity work and unhappi-
ness was gold dust.

"The humanising touch Diana
gave it was like a magic touch, a
wand — the entire royal family
became in one instant human,"
Cashmore said. "It was as if it had
dawned on us that they were ordi-
nary people just like us."

And that changed the royal fami-
l y .

"Diana jolted them into under-
standing they weren't a private insti-
tution at all," Cashmore said. "They
were public, and we — the con-
sumers, the fans — felt a sense of
entitlement. It's not just a monar-
chy. It's our monarchy.

"The royal family has had to come
to the recognition — slowly and

rather reluctantly — that they are
public property."

That reluctance — and recogni-
tion — was dramatized in "The
Queen," Stephen Frears' film about
the aftermath of Diana's death, in
which the attention-shy monarch
played by Helen Mirren is galva-
nized into a public display of grief by
populist Prime Minister Tony Blair.

In the years since Diana's death,
the palace has made increasing con-
cessions to popular hunger, including
carefully staged interviews and pho-
to opportunities with the young
princes, William and Harry.

Royal officials have media-man-
aged the wedding preparations with
skill, releasing a steady drip feed of

details,  setting up a website,
YouTube channel and Twitter
account and arranging to stream the
wedding ceremony live on the Inter-
net. It is all designed to satisfy huge
public curiosity while maintaining
some control over the disclosures.

Most people in Britain express
nothing but goodwill for William
and Kate — and many sympathize
with the nervousness Middleton
must feel about becoming public
p r o p e r t y .

"I do think there's a boundary,"
said 23-year-old London trader Leah
Clarke. "Every person is human and
entitled to their privacy and that's a
right to everyone whether you're a
royal, a celebrity or whatever."

Britain’s royals,
once rulers, are
now celebrities

THIS IS one of two official portrait photographs taken on Nov. 25, 2010 in the Coun-
cil Chamber in the State Apartment in St James's Palace, London and released by
Clarence House Press Office on Sunday Dec. 12, 2010 to mark the engagement of
Britain's Prince William, left, and Catherine Middleton, right. Poor Kate Middleton.
She's not just marrying a future king. She's marrying all of us. (AP)

A FRUIT bismarck in Concord, NH. Bismarcks are also known as Dutch babies and German pancakes. ( A P )



APRIL 28 - THURSDAY
‘VISION’ ART EXHIBITION OPENING

• Je'Rome Harris Miller invites you to the
opening of his art exhibition “Vision”, 6pm-
10pm at Christ Church Cathedral. Show
dates: April 29-May 1. Viewing by appoint-
ment only. Part proceeds in aid of Winston
V Saunders College of the Bahamas Schol-
arship Fund. Telephone: 466-6996.

APRIL 30 - SATURDAY
KPACE’S RUN/WALK-A-THON

• KPACE Afterschool Program gets mov-
ing for education with its run/walk-a-thon

across the eastern end of the island, 6am
starting from Arawak Cay. Registration
begins 5.30am. Early Registration:
$22/adults; $18/youth. Runs until April 20.
Regular Registration: $25/adults; $22/youth.
Group rates: $20/adult groups; $19/youth
groups. Contact Darcy Moss, T: 324-7607 or
465-8853.

APRIL 30 - SATURDAY
SKETCH 24 OPENING 
RECEPTION AND EXHIBITION
PopOp Studios International Centre for the
Visual Arts hosts an exhibition of all draw-
ings produced during the 24-hour drawing
challenge, 6:30pm-9:30pm. Telephone: 322-
7834.

MAY 1 - SUNDAY
BTYO’S MISS BAHAMAS 
TALENTED TEEN

• The Bahamas Talented Youth Organi-
zation hosts the Miss Bahamas Talented
Teen competition under the theme SHOES:
Sisters Having Opportunities for Excellence
and Success. 7:30pm in the Rainforest The-
atre. Cost: $40. Telephone: 477-0040 or 448-
7294. 

MAY 2 - MAY 3
THE NASSAU INSTITUTE'S 
STUDENT LECTURE SERIES 2011

• The Nassau Institute invites you to its
2011 Student Lecture Series with Dr
Richard Ebeling as he speaks on topics such
as the moral foundations of liberty and per-

sonal responsibility, economic logic and the
limits of the political process, the failure of
socialism, the ethics of economics, the
virtues of freedom, and so much more. 9am-
5pm in the Milton Friedman Room in the
Bay Street Business Centre. Telephone:
326-5728. Email: info@nassauinstitute.org.

MAY 7 - SATURDAY
QUEEN'S COLLEGE 
PTA STEAK OUT & FAIR

• Queen's College PTA presents the
annual Steak Out & Fair with steak and
chicken dinners available, 12pm to 6pm on
the school grounds. Come and enjoy story-
telling, a basketball tournament, live Perfor-
mances, Charlie the Yellow Bahamian kids
show, popcorn, cotton candy, snow cones,
games, and so much more.

THE TRIBUNE • SECTION CA RT S&E N T E RTA I N M E N T04
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2011

By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

BAHAMIAN ENTERTAIN-
ER and Legendary icon,
Jay Mitchell is set to per-

form the opening act for the
funk and disco band T-Connec-
tion on Friday, May 27.

This concert is said to be a part of
the SAC class of ‘71 40th anniver-
sary reunion initiative to assist the
school’s Capital Needs Project. 

The event, which will be held at
the Wyndham Crystal Ballroom, is
expected to offer fans a memorable

experience as one of the best in
Bahamian music opens for the most
soulful and talented world renowned
bands to ever enter into the Bahami-
an music scene.

Mr Mitchell started his musical
career at the age of 13, he blossomed
to be a musical ambassador of the
Bahamas, taking his music to higher
heights from performances across the
Bahamas, United States and Canada. 

As the true artist he is, Mitchell
won numerous awards including Best
Album, Best Song, Entertainer of
the Year, Best Ballad, Album of the
Year and Best Contemporary

Album. His songs reigned versatile
performing calypso, gospel and oth-
er music genres.

This musical guru recorded numer-
ous hits such as “Another Place and
Time”, “Funky Fever”, “Yellow
Bird”, “Lady in Red”, “Spirits of
Fire”, and “Mustang Sally”. Jay
Mitchell and his music continue to
make great impressions on the
Bahamian scene.

Mr Mitchell explained: “I’m
thrilled to be reunited with my broth-
ers, we’re family. Having collaborat-
ed with them for many years, I’m
proud to do this show with them. It’s

a big excitement.” 
“ Fans can look forward to hearing

some hits like ‘Another Time and
Place’ and ‘Fire in the Hole’ from
me, also my impressions of great
artists such as James Brown, Marvin
Gaye and Otis Redding and much
more,” Mr Mitchell said.

Tickets will go on sale May 2nd.
Individual ticket prices are $50-
Cocktail style, $85- Gold and $100-
VIP. To purchase tickets and to book
tables contact any member of the S A
C. Class of 1971. Tickets are also
available at all Burns House and But-
ler and Sands locations.

T H I N G S2DO

Bahamian icon named opening
act for T-Connection Concert

Fans can look forw a rd to hearing some hits like ‘Another Time and Place’ and
‘Fire in the Hole’ from me, also my impressions of great artists such as James
Brown, Marvin Gaye and Otis Redding and much more. – Jay Mitchell 
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Just a few images of what we the Bahamas
looked like 40...50...60... years in the past 

This is the ESSO standard tank farm on Hog Island, now Par-

adise Island. The Government isolated it here for safety rea-

sons and it was eventually moved to Clifton Pier. It was man-

aged by John Berdall Key, who remembers vast orange groves

which the tourists ate on their way to Paradise Beach.

BY ROLAND ROSE 

Keeping the garden wet
We are well into the

dry season and there
may still be a long

time to go before we get reg-
ular rains to help water our
plants. Some people refer to
‘May rains’ but these are
undependable. 

June is usually the beginning of
the rainy season and we often have
to wait until July.

This means we have a lot of
watering to do in the meanwhile to
keep our garden healthy. There are
some rich people who have auto-
matic sprinkler systems that pop
up out of the ground and do the
job for them but this method wastes
tons of water every year

Most of us use a hose end attach-
ment to water the garden. I hate
pistol grips and prefer a triangular
attachment that gives a flat spray.
Whatever shape you use, be aware
that watering this way is time wast-
ing and very inefficient.

I can easily prove the point. Go
to a dry garden area about the size
of a dining table. Water it for ten
full minutes, then dig into the gar-
den with a trowel and see what you
have wrought. Very little, you will
find. 

There is a place for hose-end
attachments and that is for topping
up after a garden area has been
thoroughly soaked. Once a flower
or vegetable garden is wet to four
or five inches you can water daily
with your hose until it is time to
soak again. Or it rains.

The soaking should be done with
a sprinkler. These are very cheap
for what they do and come in a
wide array of designs. Some have
different nozzle settings that allow
you to go from a rectangular water-
ing pattern to a circular one.

With your sprinkler you can
water a designated area for half an
hour and then check the depth of
penetration with a trowel. If there
has been little penetration you may
have to break up the top surface of
your soil to allow better absorption.

The humus content of soil, that
which once was plant tissue, is light
and tends to work to the surface
over a period of time. Once dry, it
is difficult to get humus soaked
again. When you use your sprin-

kler the water tends to sheet off
the humus dust and fails to get your
garden wet.

One method of penetrating the
humus layer is to spray the surface
with a mixture of water and dish-

washing detergent, using a liquid
fertiliser applicator. The detergent
will allow water to penetrate. The
other method I have already men-
tioned: dig into the soil with a trow-
e l .

A few years ago a lady friend
came to me bearing a rather sor-
rowful dieffenbachia. She asked me
what was wrong with it. “It’s not
water,” she assured me. “I water it
every day but it’s still dying.” She
left me with the problem. Next day
I gave her back her plant and it was
glowing with health.

No miracle, and no particular

skill on my part. I recognised that
her soil – mainly humus – had dried
out and all her watering had been
in vain; the water never reached
the roots. All I did was soak the
plant container in a bucket of water
overnight and it was back to being
what a dieffenbachia should be.

For those of us without auto-
matic sprinklers I recommend deep
irrigation using hose-end sprinklers
at least once a week, watering on
other days with a hose end spray
attachment. Deep irrigation means
at least half and hour and maybe an
hour of watering.

I must confess that I have only
ever watered my lawns when they
are at the formative stage, with St.
Augustine cuttings, zoysia plugs,
or grass seeds. Once a lawn is
established it never needs water-
ing in our climate. It may appear to
be suffering but during this time
the roots will be expanding and
guaranteeing greener days ahead.
The grass may appear to be dead
above ground but the roots are still
alive and active.

• gardenerjack@coralwave.com

FREQUENT CARE: Our dry season is long and we may end up watering areas of the garden we usually never touch.

By GARDENER JACK

GREEN
SCENE
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By LESH

AMERICAN IDOL has become one of
the most intense shows on reality TV for the
past weeks. As the competition is nearing to
its end, everyone’s tuning in and voting to
keep their favourites on the show. Last
week, lucky Stefano Langone was officially
voted out of the competition, I call him
lucky due to the fact that the judges used
their wild card to save him and for the past
weeks he has been in the bottom three.

Stefano's charm and bright smile did not
save him this time, he will be missed but
America has made their decision and elimi-
nated the nice guy. I was almost certain that
he would last longer than Jacob, I guess I
was wrong. Hopefully he will get the chance
to get some type of record deal to help his
career.

Lets get into our usual recap, the elimina-
tion show started off with a performance
from Lauren, Haley, Stefano and Jacob,
they all sang Train's "Hey Soul Sister," it
was not so bad.

Soon after, Casey Abrams, James Durbin
and Scotty McCreery’s sang Coldplay's
"Vida La Vida," that however, was not so
good, but the group effort brought it out.
Last week's Ford Music video included the
contestants overcoming some nature togeth-
er so that Sexy Scotty could get the chance
to go kayaking. 

Next up, Ryan called up the first round of
results, he asked Casey and Jacob to come
forward, Casey is safe, Jacob is the first to
land in the Bottom 3. American rock singer
and song writer David Cook returned to the
Idol stage to perform one of his hit songs, it
was entertaining.

More results came when Ryan called up
Lauren, James and Stefano to center stage,
Stefano is in the Bottom 3 again, and James
and Lauren were sent to safety.

Haley and Scotty were the last remaining
contestants to be called and receive their
results, Sexy Scotty is safe of course, Haley
is in the bottom three once again.

Ryan reveals to Haley that she is safe,
soon after, Katy Perry came on to perform
her hit song "E.T." I'm a huge fan of Katy,

she performed quite well. Kanye West made
a surprise appearance to sing with Katy.
Ryan came back up for the last time and
revealed that Jacob is safe, Stefano is elimi-
nated. This upcoming week, the contestants
will take on songs of "Carol King."

By HEIKE WOLLENWEBER 

Lion has recently impressed on
various stages performing along-
side multi platinum Canadian

group Swallow Members as well as
Wu-Tang Clan’s GZA and Raekwon.
Before we get to talk about his latest
achievements though, let me introduce
you to this young Canadian/ Bahami-
an artiste. 

Lion, born Vaughn Johnson in Edmonton,
Canada, first discovered his love for music
through his Bahamian father, who used to
sing in Church.  Lion did not take music too
seriously until grade seven. He started by
twisting around popular songs for fun and
then eventually entered a talent competition,
winning 3rd place. 

The alias Lion came about because Vaughn
used to hang around with some Rastas when
he lived in Nassau and because of his light
complexion they used to call him the “White
Lion” and Lion just stuck. Considering that a
Lion symbolises leadership and fearlessness
Vaughn decided to keep the moniker. 

The music Lion produces is essentially hip
hop but he always incorporates something
Bahamian into his songs, whether it be a spe-
cific term in Bahamian dialect or a collabora-
tion with a Bahamian artiste. His latest, soon
to be released song, is on a beat produced by
Sammi Starr, incorporating the sound of
Junkanoo. Besides Bahamian artists Lion has
always also been inspired by artists such as
The Lox, Busta Rhymes, Capleton and Bee-
nie Man, which accounts for his hip hop style
with a Caribbean twist. 

Over the past few years Lion has released
two very popular collaborations with Sammi
Starr, Mdeez and So$a Man - “Swagga on
High” and “We Winning”, the latter with a
music video that went in international rota-
tion. A new collaboration with rap group
Onyx followed other singles and videos such
as “Money Talks”, “Doin’ It”, “Tappers” feat

Benny E, “Blood
Pressure” and “$ Up”
featuring Young
Kazh, Mad Child and
Moka Only. 

Moka Only is also
an artiste Lion has
completed a mini-
tour with recently
and he is proud to say
that one of the shows,
at the Red Deer in
Edmonton was actu-
ally put on by Lion’s
own company, “Lion-
heart Entertain-
ment”, which we
surely will hear more about in
terms of events and music production. 

Working with artistes like the Wu-Tang
Clan has taught Lion a lot and his perfor-
mances just keep improving or he puts it
“They keep getting better and I’m lovin it!!”
Soon he will be ready to perform with his no 1
man pick to share a stage with - Jay Z.
According to Lion, the recent performances
were “awesome” and the fans packed the vari-
ous venues. Lion says he feels the support
more and more as his fan base is growing and
people become more familiar with his music.
Of course there is still way to go but with an
album slated to be released towards the end
of summer this year, Lion is steadily on his
way to be the main act on stage. When he has
the mic his stage presence is palpable and
when he performs his current favourite song
“Get Loose” he got the crowd on his side. 

With more international shows in the plan-
ning stages and an upcoming trip and perfor-
mances already set for the Bahamas Lion is
fully set on making it as an artist. 

For the future Lion is all focused on his
musical career, “putting out more music and
selling a million records independently”, as he
explains. There is no limit in sight, this is
another Bahamian voice to be heard across
the globe. 

• Ya Hear Soulja Boy star-
ring as Tupac in the “Juice”
remake?  After releasing his
Juice mixtape, Soulja Boy
announced that he will also
be starring in a remake of
the classic film of the same
name.  
He said: “Basically, it's your
boy Soulja and I'm Bishop in
2011, running around in the
streets, man. You know how
the movie goes, but we're
flipping it and shooting in
Atlanta. I want to show
these people my acting side
and me being creative—
always giving them some-
thing new; that's all. 
“I got the same video direc-
tor that shot 'Crank That,'
'Kiss Me Through the
Phone,' 'Turn My Swag
On'—my most successful
videos. The whole mixtape is
the soundtrack for the
movie.”

• Ya Hear Flavor Flav is not
selling chicken anymore?
The daft rapper has decided
to pull his name from his
super-publicized Flavor
Flav's Chicken. According to
him the deal he struck with
his business partner was not
being fulfilled because of
"mismanagement" leading
to "a bad reputation."

• Ya Hear Jay-Z and Bey-
once may be performing at
the royal wedding? The
word is Prince William and
his bride to be Kate Middle-
ton are seeking the musical
talents of Jay -Z Beyonce to
perform at their upcoming
wedding. However, a rep of
Beyonce quickly shot down
the rumors: “the ceremony is
not on her schedule and she
has a shoot in New York on
Saturday (April 30)," her
rep told ET.

• Ya Hear Serena Williams
started singing? Reports
have surfaced that Serena
was in the studio down in
Miami working on some
music for Bryant McKinnie's
label. Word is that Serena
also linked with DJ/ produc-
er DJ Clue to create some
tracks.

E.T.
Katy Perry 
Featuring Kanye West

S&M

Rihanna

FORGET YOU

Cee Lo Green

BLOW

Ke$ha

PERFECT

P!nk

JUST CAN’T GET
ENOUGH
The Black Eyed Peas

BORN THIS WAY

Lady Gaga

WHAT THE HELL

Avril Lavigne

TILL THE WORLD ENDS
Britney Spears

MORE
Usher

YA H E A R
G O S S I P  C O R N E R

TOP T E N

Stefano’s end
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appeared at the top of the staircase
and everyone fell silent.

Crowds filled the streets of Lon-
don for glimpse of Lady Diana and
her dress, as she was driven to St
Paul's Cathedral in the glass carriage.

India and Sarah met her at the
Cathedral to help her out of the car-
riage and arrange her train and veil.

"State trumpeters sounded fan-
fare. A hushed silence followed
before the wedding march began. It
took Diana, on the shaky arm of her
father Earl Spencer, with her five
bridesmaids and two pages in atten-
dance, three-and-a-half minutes to
walk up the red-carpeted aisle,
before the biggest gathering of Euro-
pean crowned heads and foreign roy-
als, an invited congregation of 3,500
and a global audience of 750 mil-
lion."

As the world's most-watched wed-
ding ceremony drew to a close, India
and the bridesmaids were transport-
ed to Buckingham Palace in the glass
carriage Diana had arrived in.

"Of course at the time it seemed a
perfectly normal mode of transport,
trotting down the mall in a horse
drawn coach, only slightly ruined by
the tears of six year old Catherine
Hambro, who turned out to be high-
ly allergic to horses. However look-
ing back that must have been my
fairytale moment.

“ The newlyweds took the open-
topped state landau to Buckingham
Palace, where they emerged on the
balcony to give the crowds the kiss
they had been longing to see."

"Nothing could have prepared me
for the sight of the crowds that day.

"We watched in awe as the micro
sized, navy blue line of mounted
police were forced to brake rank as
the swarming masses flooded
through from the mall to the gates of
the palace, screaming joyously for
Charles and Diana."

The wedding breakfast was joyful,
speeches by Prince Andrew and
Prince Edward, light-hearted and
humorous, and as soon as the cake
had been cut, Diana went to change
into her going-away outfit with assis-
tance from her sisters and her brides-
maids.

" The mood was girly and giggly
and Diana gave us each a present,
and a kiss, thanking us for being
there," India said.

"And then she was gone. Whisked
away across the Buckingham Palace
courtyard, with a 'just married' sign
and old cans attached to the landau
by Andrew and Edward, raising
smiles from The Queen, The Queen
Mother and Princess Margaret, who
hotfooted after it, laughing and wav-
ing. An unusual sight indeed.

The married couple was driven
over Westminster Bridge to get the
train to Hampshire, to begin their
honeymoon, in my grandfather's
home, Broadlands. "

India Hicks will be providing live
coverage of the Royal Wedding on
Friday.

If you are interested in learning
more about India Hicks please go
to: www.indiahicks.com or follow her
on twitter:indiahicksstyle'.

vision. I wouldn't miss it for anything
in the world. I know it will be a beau-
tiful wedding,” she said.

Meanwhile, Marie Johnson has
already taken the day off from work
and plans to be up from 3.30am so
that she can watch the event “from
the first hat and glove that arrives
at the church to the kiss on the bal-
cony on Buckingham Palace.”

Nassau Florists on Shirley Street is
commemorating the royal wedding
with a special window display fea-
turing one of the official portrait pho-
tos of the happy couple.

Jim Whitehead, owner of Nassau
Florists, said: "We are part of the
Commonwealth so I thought we
should do a display because this is a
great occasion that hundreds of peo-
ple will be watching. So we just real-
ly wanted to show respect to the roy-
al family.”

Clarence House last week released
further details about the royal wed-
ding.

Kate Middleton and her immedi-
ate family – including her sister Pip-
pa, who is her maid of honour –  will
spend the night before the wedding
at the five-star Goring Hotel in Bel-
gravia in central London. 

The route of the carriage proces-
sion will pass along The Mall, Horse
Guards Road, Horse Guards Parade,
through Horse Guards Arch, White-
hall, along the south side of Parlia-
ment Square and into Broad Sanc-
tuary before arriving at Westminster
Abbey. 

Kate will be arriving in the claret
and black 1977 Rolls-Royce Phan-
tom VI that was damaged in Decem-
ber when Prince Charles and his wife
Camilla were attacked by student
protesters.

Reflections
FROM page 1C

Fever
FROM page 1C

AP – AS speculation contin-
ues as to the design of Kate
Middleton’s wedding dress,
a precious collection of his-
toric royal wedding dresses
worn by royal brides over
the last 200 years have just
undergone over 1,000 hours
of conservation treatment by
conservators from Britain’s
Historic Royal Palaces. The
wedding dresses belonging
to Princess Charlotte (1816),
Queen Victoria (1840),
Alexandra of Denmark
(1863), Princess Mary of
Teck (1893), Princess Mar-
garet (1960) and Princess
Alexandra of Kent (1963) are
usually carefully stored at
Kensington Palace but have
been made available to the
media and are viewable on
the Historic Royal Palaces
website.

A WHITE satin dress decorated with a pattern of British and
Irish flowers, tied together with a lovers knot was worn by
Princess (Victoria) Mary of Teck when she married Prince
George, Duke of York (later King George V) in 1893. (A P )

THE SILK satin wedding dress worn by Queen Victoria in 1840, when she married Albert Saxe-Coburg, is
prepared by a conservator for conservation work to begin. (AP)

A CONSERVATOR puts finishing touches to the simple but stunning wedding dress worn by HRH Princess
Margaret when she married Lord Snowdon in 1960. The glamorous dress comprised a fitted bodice and a
full skirt of fine diaphanous silk.  (AP)

A CONSERVATOR holds Princess Charlotte's elaborate cloth-of-silver empire line wedding dress embroidered with flowers and trimmed with Brussels lace. This remark-
able, glittering dress (worn when the princess married Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg in 1816) is 195-years-old, the oldest royal wedding dress that Historic Royal Palaces
cares for. (AP)

A CONSERVATOR puts finishing touches to Princess Charlotte's wedding dress (1816). This elaborate
cloth-of-silver empire line dress embroidered with flowers and trimmed with Brussels lace, worn when the
Princess married Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, is 195-years-old, the oldest royal wedding dress that His-
toric Royal Palaces cares for. (AP)



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

A
fter a lengthy
protest Mon-
day night, the
B a h a m a s
Association

of Athletic Associations
(BAAA) got the organising
committee at the 40th Lime
Carifta Games to overturn
the disqualification of the
under-20 boys 4 x 400 relay
team.

With the reversal at the
completion of the intense
three days of competition in
Montego Bay, Jamaica, the
Bahamas ended up in second
place with a total of 31
medals, inclusive of nine gold,
11 silver and 11 bronze,
improving on last year’s third
place finish with 29 medals in
the Cayman Islands.

The Jamaicans once again

reigned supreme, collecting
32 gold, 22 silver and 12
bronze for a total of 66
medals. Barbados got third
with nine gold, eight silver
and 10 bronze for 27 medals
and Trinidad & Tobago
rounded out the top four with
29 medals, inclusive of seven
gold, 13 silver and nine
bronze.

The Bahamas’ team of
James Audley Carey, Shavez
Hart, Stephen Newbold and
O’Jay Ferguson ran three
minutes and 7.14 seconds for
a new junior national record
in snapping Jamaica’s quest
to win all eight relays.

But there was a report from
Jamaica that the Bahamas
was disqualified for stepping
on the line on the final curve
of the first leg ran by Carey.
The Bahamas appealed the
disqualification and it was suc-
cessfully overturned.

The Bahamas, winners of
bronze medals in the under-
17 girls and boys and under-
20 girls relays, was able to sur-
pass last year’s total of 29
medals (six gold, 10 silver and
13 bronze) for third place in
the Cayman Islands.

Despite their victory,
Jamaica was short of last
year’s haul of 72 medals,
inclusive of 37 gold, 22 silver
and 13 bronze. Their biggest
downfall came on the track
where they only won six indi-
vidual races outside of the
seven relays, including all four
4 x 100s.

In an unprecedented show-
ing, the Bahamas racked up
three of the four 100 titles and
the two girls’ 200 crowns,
including the double triumph
by Anthonique Strachan in
the under-20 girls division.

Before her half-lap success,
Strachan equalled Veronica
Campbell-Brown’s 2001
Carifta record of 22.93 sec-
onds in the heats. The time
was the 11th fastest posted so

far this year in the world.
So far, the only Bahamian

to run faster than Strachan is
Auburn University’s senior

Sheniqua ‘Q’ Ferguson, who
did 22.92. Nivea Smith, also
from Auburn, trails with
22.97, just behind Campbell-
Brown with her season’s best
of 22.95.

Incidentally, Strachan’s
time has also surpassed the A
qualifying standard of 23.00
for the 13th IAAF World
Championships in Athletics
in Daegu, South Korea, in
August.

As a result of her sprint
double feat, Strachan
emerged as the Austin Sealy
Award winner, claiming the
most outstanding perfor-
mance of the meet. The
award is named after Sealy,
who originally started the
meet in 1972. 

Strachan, who ran the
anchor leg of the 4 x 100 relay
team that was eventually dis-
qualified for running out of
the zone, joined just Pauline
Davis-Thompson and Debbie
Ferguson-McKenzie, the only
two other Bahamians to
secure the title.

The team, managed by
Harrison Petty with David
Charlton as the head coach,
was expected to return home
late last night. 

The 41st games will be held
in Bermuda next year.

The Bahamas has put in a
bid to host the 42nd games at
the new national stadium in
2012 but no word has been
given on whether or not they
were successful.
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INSIDE • International sports news

Jay Philippe
named men’s
basketball 
scholar-athlete

See page 3e

A NUMBER of colle-
giate and elite Bahamian
athletes competed at the
Coach O Invitational
Track Meet at Troy Uni-
versity on Saturday.

Heading the list on the
men’s side was sprinter
Jamial Rolle, who posted a
double victory in the 100
and 200 metres.

Competing unattached,
Rolle stopped the clock in
10.38 seconds in the
straight-away race. His
nearest rival was Stalney
Aruke of Troy University
in 10.44.

Rolle also turned in a
winning time of 20.60 in
the half-lap race that saw
Anton Graphenreed of
the University of Sout tak-
ing second in 20.86. Both
times were wind-aided.

On the women’s side,
Tia Rolle of Alabama
State was fourth in the 100
in 11.62, just ahead of Tim-
icka Clarke, who compet-
ed unattached, finishing
fifth in 11.70.

Jamial’s
double
dose of
victory

By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

DAY three of competition netted
a double digit total added to the
medal haul for Team Bahamas as
they maintained third place in the
points standings.

With 31 medals, including eight
gold, 12 silver and 11 bronze, and
457 points, the Bahamas remained in
third place at the XXVI Carifta
Swimming Championships in
Bridgetown, Barbados. 

The team added 11 medals in
Monday’s dual sessions. However,
results of Tuesday’s final session
were not available up to press time

last night. Guadeloupe led the points
standings with 561 and dominated
the medal count as well with 42,
including 10 gold, 17 silver and 15
bronze.

Trinidad and Tobago was in sec-
ond place with 501.50 points and
nine gold, 13 silver and 11 bronze
medals.

To lead the 11-medal total on day
three, Dustin Tynes was brilliant
once again as he set another new
Carifta record, this time in the boys'
13-14 breaststroke. Tynes' gold
medal performance of 30.66s sur-
passed the old mark, while team-
mate Tre Taylor finished fourth in
32.44s.

On day two, Tynes swam to a first

place finish and new meet record in
the boys 13-14 200m breast in
2:27.25s.

On the girls’ side of the 13-14 age
category, Laura Morley added a trio
of medals. Individually, she took sil-
ver in the 200 IM as both she and
Daniella van den Berg of Aruba
touched the wall in 2:29.48s.

Morley captured her second sil-
ver medal of the evening in the 50m
breast in 35.39s. In the 800m free
relay, Morley teamed with Taryn
Smith, Joanna Evans and Abigail
Lowe for another silver medal finish
in 9:17.35s. Smith took an individ-
ual silver medal in the 100m free in
1:01.06s.

In the girls’ 15-17 division, Bria

Deveaux swam to two appearances
on the medal podium. In the 100m
free, she took second in 59.41s and in
the 200m fly third in 2:30.46s.

In the boys' 15-17 50 breast,
Evante Gibson swam to a third place
tie with Johnathan Cabral of
Trinidad and Tobago in 31.09s.

The 11-12 category continued to
be a productive group for the
Bahamas. In the girls’ 200 IM,
Simone Sturrup added to her already
impressive medal haul with a silver
medal performance in 2:43.86s.
Tremaine Allen was fifth in the same
event in 2:46.64s. In 50m breast,
Margaret Higgs was second in 38.81s
and in the boys' event, Jared Fitzger-
ald was third in 36.78s.

Carifta: Bahamas 3rd in the points standings

BRILLIANT: Dustin Tynes.

IT’S OFFICIAL: BAHAMAS 
‘COLLECTS’ 31 MEDALS

RACE READY: Shaunae Miller (left) gets ready to compete at this year’s Carifta Games.
SEE more photos on page 2E

TEAM BAHAMAS members can be seen at the Games in Montego Bay, Jamaica.  
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40th Carifta Track & Field HIGHLIGHTS  in Montego Bay, Jamaica

MAKING HISTORY – At the completion of the intense three days of competition at the 40th Carifta Games in Montego Bay, Jamaica, the Bahamas ended up in second place with a total of 31 medals, inclusive of
nine gold, 11 silver and 11 bronze. Some of our athletes can be seen in action here.



By KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

ORLANDO, Florida (AP)
— Jason Richardson scored
17 points and J.J. Redick
added 14 to help the Orlando
Magic stay alive in the play-
offs with a 101-76 victory over
the Atlanta Hawks  last night.

The win kept alive the
Magic's hopes of becoming
the ninth team in NBA his-
tory to win a playoff series
after trailing 3-1. If they can
win Game 6 Thursday in
Atlanta, they would host the
decisive Game 7 on Saturday.

Magic center Dwight
Howard battled foul trouble
throughout the night and had
just one field goal, finishing
with 8 points and 8 rebounds.
Orlando didn't need his
offense, though, as it broke
out of a series-long shooting
slump with 11 3-pointers.

Josh Smith scored 22 points
to lead Atlanta, which shot
below 40 per cent for just the
second time this series.

The Magic cruised in the
second half, allowing Howard
to log his first extended rest of
the series as their lead crept
above 30 points early in the
fourth quarter.

They were able to coast,
though, based on what they
did much earlier in the game.

Orlando put together easily
its best half of the series in
building a 58-35 halftime lead.

Everyone was involved as
the Magic, who led by as
many as 24 points in the half,
moved the ball in the half
court to open up great looks
from the perimeter. Follow-
ing another cold start, Orlan-
do picked things up in the sec-
ond quarter and finished the
half shooting 45 per cent and
46 per cent from beyond the
arc (six for 13).

Richardson had 12 by the
break.

Smith paced Atlanta with
11 first-half points, but the
Hawks struggled on offense,
going 13 for 38 (34 per cent)
— making just two 3s. They
also had eight turnovers that
led to nine of Orlando's
points.

The Magic were leading 10-
8 when Howard picked up his
second personal foul of the
night with 5:40 left in the first,
but Orlando closed with a 16-
5 run without him. Redick
had the hot hand, going 5 for
5 in the period and scoring
the Magic's last 11 points.

Atlanta was just 3 for 19 in
the first quarter.
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

AFTER years of receiving
recognition for his play on the
court, one Bahamian basket-
ball player is honoured for his
work in the classroom.

Jay Philippe, of Weber
State University, has been
named a NAIA Division II
Men’s Basketball Scholar-
Athlete.

In order to be nominated
by an institution's head coach,
a student-athlete must main-
tain a minimum grade point
average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale
and must have achieved a
junior academic status to
qualify for this honour.

"It means a lot to me,"
Phillipe said. "It means a
sense of achievement and that
hard work in the class room is
as equal or even more impor-
tant than my work ethics in
the hardwood."

The NAIA announced that

118 Division II Men’s Bas-
ketball student-athletes have
been named 2011 Daktron-
ics-NAIA Scholar-Athletes.

"It goes out to show that
basketball and classwork goes
hand-in-hand. Younger ath-
letes must realize that acade-
mics should be our priority
then sports should follow.
Secondly, it also brings again
a sense of achievement for the
hard work that younger ath-
letes display in the classroom
and this is something that can
never be taken away,"
Phillipe said. “It’s important
to understand that ‘wisdom’
and ‘knowledge’ last a life-
time and young athletes
should strive for a higher edu-
cation at all times."

Phillipe made his mark dur-
ing his high school career with
the CC Sweeting Cobras and
transferred to the Sunland
Baptist Stingers just before
his senior season. He began
his collegiate career in 2007
with the Virginia Intermount

College where he averaged
eight points and three assists
in his lone season with the
Cobras.

After sitting out nearly an
entire season due to transfer
complications, Phillipe played
at a collegiate showcase in
Orlando, Florida, where he
was noticed by Weber head
coach John Schoffner.

"At first there was doubt
but after time, things seem to
fall in place. I had to sit out
the previous year due to NIAI
transfer rules and during that
time I was able to build strong
bonds with my teammates,
coaches and professors," he
said. "Now I am comfortable
at my new school and I'm
embracing every moment of
this opportunity because I
realize that I am blessed to
be in this position of gaining a
higher education while play-
ing the game of basketball
which is my love. I'm humble
and grateful and I would not
trade this for the world."

Jay Philippe named NAIA Division II scholar-athlete

SCHOLAR ATHLETE — Jay Philippe, of Weber State University, has been named a NAIA Division II Men’s
Basketball Scholar-Athlete. 

ZAZA PACHULIA (27) fouls Orlando Magic’s J.J. Redick (left) as he goes in for a shot during the second
half of Game 2. Orlando won 88-82 to even the series 1-1.

JAMAL CRAWFORD (right) looks to pass the ball past Orlando Magic’s Jameer Nelson (14) in the first half
of Game 5 in Orlando last night.

(AP Photos)

Magic extend series with 
101-76 win over Hawks 
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