
At a cost of $48.5 million,
the contract was awarded to 

Bahamas Hot Mix Co Ltd
and Bahamas Marine Con-
struction, which submitted
their winning bid under a joint
venture partnership. The win-
ning bid was said to be 5 per
cent below the engineer’s esti-
mate for construction.

Mr Ingraham said: “The
phases will result in enhanced
entrance with parks and open
green spaces leading from
Thompson Blvd to the Sports
Centre which will be linked
to the Tonique Williams-Dar-
ling Highway along an
enhanced Yellow Elder Way;
a new road extending from a
new round-about at the Gov-
ernment High School that will
link the QE Sport Centre with
the New Providence Highway
now referred to as Bethel
Avenue.

“An extension of Moss
Road will link Thompson
Blvd and Blue Hill Road,
while a new connector road
will link Moss Road to the
round-about at the Govern-
ment High School,” he added.

The new road works,
promised to have little to no
impact on the present flow of
traffic, will also establish new
parking areas, drainage sys-
tems, and landscaping
throughout the area.

Mr Ingraham said: “These
works will not only comple-
ment the operations of the
new National Stadium and
augment the development of
the Queen Elizabeth Sports
Centre, they will also con-
tribute to my government’s
goal of transforming the land-
scape of New Providence and
providing residents and visi-
tors with modern and reliable
infrastructure and utility ser-
vices.

“It should not be lost on

any of us that enhanced sport-
ing facilities hold consider-
able potential for other and
additional benefits to our
country, namely the growth
in sports tourism; potential
new revenue sources to the
benefit of sport and the
increased opportunities for
additional sports develop-
ment.”

• SEE SPORTS SECTION
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Your family deserves a break from the 
everyday. Book now for the upcoming 

Easter Holiday.
Valid from Thursday, April 21 - Monday, April 25, 2011.

British Colonial Hilton Nassau
No. 1 Bay Street,
Nassau, The Bahamas

© Hilton Worldwide 2010.

HAPPY EASTER

For room reservations contact 322.3301
For restaurant reservations contact 322.3301 ext 4045
For groups of 10 or more contact Group Sales Manager at 302.9032

• Rooms available at $139.00 plus taxes per night based on
double occupancy.

• Celebrate Easter Sunday Brunch in Aqua for $33.00 plus
15% gratuity per person.

MINISTER OF
PUBLIC
WORKS and
Transport Neko
Grant shakes
the hand of
Ebbie Saidi,
Managing
Director of
Bahamas Hot
Mix, along with
the CEO of
Bahamas
Marine Con-
struction Jimmy
Mosko.

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT Earl Deveaux; Peter Andrews of Bahamas Hot Mix; Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham; Neko Grant, Minister of Public Works and Transport; Minister of Youth, Sports and
Culture Charles Maynard and Minister of National Security Tommy Turnquest break ground yesterday.

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

FROM page one

Groundbreaking on Queen 
Elizabeth Sports Centre project

 



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Family mem-
bers of Krishanna “Shanna”
Higgs – the young mother of
two who disappeared in Janu-
ary after travelling to Grand
Bahama – have turned to the
Internet for help in locating the
young woman.

Rowena Poitier, an aunt who
lives in Los Angeles, says the
family is devastated over the
disappearance of Krishanna.
Her two-year-old daughter
Ellie has been found safe and
well.

In an effort to expand their
search and generate more inter-
est in the case, the family has
created an email address: <hel-
pusfindshanna@gmail.com.>

They have also created a
Facebook page called “Find
Shanna and Ellie”, which was
set up before Ellie was found.

“My heart is breaking,” said
the aunt. “We just want her to
come back home.” 

“We want to get the word
out as much as possible and we
want  the public to send any
information that might help us.
It would also help if persons
would post the Facebook page
on their page,” said Mrs Poitier.

Krishanna, 20, went missing
on January 12 after traveling
to Freeport from New Provi-
dence. 

She had moved to Nassau
last year in search of a job and
was staying with her mother,
Krista Fox. Shanna’s two
daughters – Ellie, and a three-
year-old – have different
fathers.  

Mrs Poitier spent the Christ-
mas holiday with her sister and
niece in New Providence before
returning to Los Angeles in
January.  

“That was the last time I saw
my niece, Shanna,” she said.
“There was nothing to indicate
she was unhappy and/or wanted
to leave. She was looking for
work in New Providence.”  

According to the mother,
Krishanna’s former boyfriend
Charles Fritzgerald, the father
of Krishanna’s two-year-old,
had sent her a ticket to come to
Freeport.  

Mrs Poitier said the family
became very concerned after
receiving a “suspicious” text
message from Krishanna’s cel-
lular phone. 

The mother went to Freeport
in search of Krishanna, but was
unable to locate her. She filed a
missing person’s report with
police on March 29. 

She learned that police had
issued an all points bulletin for
25-year-old Charles Fritzgerald
alias Gary Cooper of Freeport.

Mrs Poitier said they
received reports that Shanna
and her two daughters were
seen on January 12 in a dark
blue-coloured Chevy Suburban.
They were reportedly in the
company of Fritzgerald’s sister.   

According to the aunt, Kris-
hanna’s three-year-old daugh-
ter was dropped off to her
paternal grandmother in
Bahamia that same day.   

Mrs Poitier said that was the
last time Krishanna was seen. 

She said when last seen Kris-
hanna was wearing a black fit-
ted top with a gold design, dark
blue jeans and gold healed san-
dals. She had shoulder length
black hair.

Messages
The aunt said the family had

received several text messages
from Krishanna’s cellular
phone between January and
March. 

Her father had received a
text message that Krishanna
was going to Abaco to look for
a job.

On March 16, Shanna’s
mother received a text message
from Shanna’s cell phone say-
ing that she was in the United
States. It read: “Funny you all
around looking for me, you and
my daddy and you’ll don’t want
me around. Everybody is where
they are supposed to be… Ellie
with her daddy and I in the
States doing me.” 

They don’t think that the text
message was written by Kris-
hanna. 

“That text raised red flags to
the family because Shanna does
not text using full words. It was
very suspicious because Shanna
shortens her words,” the aunt

said. Mrs Poitier said they
attempted to make contact with
Krishanna on March 20 by

sending her a text message that
her daughter was very ill. They
said Krishanna never respond-
ed to the text. The aunt said
the US Embassy has confirmed
that Krishanna had not trav-
elled to the United States.   

“We know for a fact she is
not in the US,” she said. “We
feel that someone is trying to
throw us off. We don’t know
what is going on, but something
is really suspicious,” she said. 

Mrs Poitier said they have
also checked Shanna’s face-
book page, but there has been
no activity since January. 

“Charles Fritzgerald is a
friend on her Facebook and we
learned that he has recently
changed his location from
Freeport to Kingston, Jamaica,”
said the aunt.

Mrs Poitier said Krishanna’s
mother e-mailed Charles
Fritzgerald via Facebook on
April 9 about her daughter’s
whereabouts, but he has since
deleted his Facebook account.

ASP Loretta Mackey said
officers of the Central Detec-

tive Unit are investigating Kris-
hanna’s disappearance. 

She said police are appeal-
ing to anyone with information
to contact the police at 911 or
352-9774/5.

Mrs Poitier said that the fam-
ily has been very proactive in

assisting police with their inves-
tigations. 

“I am sure the police are
competent in doing what they
can do, but a lot of time has
past and we are hoping that
persons can assist us in locat-
ing Krishanna,” she said.  
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MELVIN Maycock Sr
was denied bail yesterday
on conspiracy charges in
connection with a $1.6 mil-
lion drug seizure.

Maycock Sr, 45, of
Stapeldon Gardens, Mario
Roberts, 52, of Jerome
Avenue, and Kevin
Darville, 53, of Market
Street, appeared before
Deputy Chief Magistrate
Carolita Bethell in Court 8,
Bank Lane, on Monday.
The three have been
charged with two counts of
conspiring to possess dan-
gerous drugs with  intent to
supply between Tuesday,
April 12, and Friday, April
15. 

It is alleged that the
men conspired to possess
marijuana as well as
hashish oil. All three have
pleaded not guilty to the
charges. Police reportedly
seized 1,200lbs of marijua-
na and more than 400lbs of
hashish oil – a solvent
extract of cannabis – from
a private residence on
Blake Road shortly before
midnight last Friday.
Roberts was also arraigned
on two counts of posses-
sion of dangerous drugs
with intent to supply. 

He has pleaded not
guilty to the charges.
Roberts and Darville have
been granted $50,000 bail
with two sureties. Maycock
Sr, however, has been
remanded.  The case was
adjourned to July 29.

Maycock Sr denied bail
on conspiracy charges

Aunt of missing woman aids search for Krishanna

COURT NEWS

DISAPPEARED: Krishanna ‘Shanna’ Higgs.

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Mikhail Gorbachev once
said, “If not me, then who? If
not now, then when?”

Who is this guy? Who is
this newcomer? Who is this
former Cabinet Minister?
Who is this great business-
man? Who is this man that
has started this party called
DNA? Who does he think he
is? These are questions that
Bahamians are now asking.
And for good reason.

No one single person in
recent Bahamian politics has
aroused such a stir that is now
running wild on the lips of the
Bahamian electorate in
homes, bars, churches, on the
bus and at the Fish Fry. Bran
the man, I hear them say.

Is Branville McCartney the
nemesis of the leaders of the
PLP and the FNM? Will he
be the reason that the Rt
Honourable Hubert Ingra-
ham and the Rt Honourable
Perry Christie exit frontline
politics? Will he be the reason
that these great Bahamian
men are forced out of politics
rather than bowing out grace-
fully?

Branville McCartney is not
a career politician. He is a first
time Member of Parliament.
And this is what makes his
current profile appealing; a
first time MP who has not
been afraid to stand up for
what he truly believes in. He
is bipartisan to party, but he
seems rather partisan to
Bahamians at large. This has
caught the eyes of many in
the political divide that see
his stance as an admirable lost
art and as something that
threatens the fraudulent sys-
tems currently in place. Is he
the Barack Obama of 2008
who fired up an entire nation?

Mr Branville McCartney
has been the epitome of what
a Member of Parliament
should be in the Bahamas.
His programmes in the Bam-
boo Town constituency have
been unmatched and no
doubt have positively influ-
enced his constituents. His
approach has always been
community first and he seems
to be in tune with the issues
that Bahamians face daily.
There are too few MPs who
employ the precision planning
and work ethic that Mr
McCartney puts into his con-
stituency and this is one of
the reasons that Mr McCart-
ney has been a beacon of
hope in the eyes of many
Bahamians.

I do believe that Mr
McCartney represents a grow-

ing Bahamian electorate who
are now ready for a “fresh
wind “and who believe “it’s
time for a change.” I believe
Mr McCartney represents
those who believe “hope is on
the way.” I believe Mr
McCartney represents
Bahamians who say “it is too
late for two straight.” I
believe he represents persons
who are now calling for the
empowerment of Bahamians
in the real sense. I believe that
Mr McCartney represents a
hope that many Bahamians
feel has been absent from suc-
cessive governments.

Will the DNA win the next
general election? Will Mr
McCartney even win his seat?

It is too early for me to call.
Will the DNA form the offi-
cial opposition? History is not
on his side. But whatever hap-
pens, Mr McCartney must use
these initial steps and trials as
stepping stones. The old
adage, “Rome was not built in
a day” must be the DNA’s
theme song.

The time is ripe for change
in the Bahamas and the
Branville McCartney now
finds himself as that change
agent right in the middle of
the upcoming fire storm. Who
is Branville McCartney? Time
will tell us sooner than we
think.

“If not Branville now, then
who? If not, 2012 then
when”?

DEHAVILLAND 
MOSS
Nassau
April 19, 2011
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WASHINGTON — An international research
team is in the land of snow and ice, in search of
soot.

Though the Arctic is often pictured as a vast
white wasteland, scientists believe a thin layer of
soot, mostly invisible, is causing it to absorb more
heat.   They want to find out if that is the main rea-
son for the recent rapid warming of the Arctic,
which could have a long-term impact on the
world's climate.

Soot, or black carbon, is produced by auto
and truck engines, aircraft emissions, burning
forests and the use of wood- or coal-burning
stoves.  "The Arctic serves as the air conditioner
of the planet," explained Patricia Quinn of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, one of the research participants. Heat from
other parts of the Earth moves to the Arctic in the
circulating air and ocean water, and at least some
of that warmth can radiate into space.

At the same time, some of the incoming heat
from the sun that tends to be absorbed in other
locations is reflected by the ice and snow, which
allows the polar regions to serve as cooling agents
for the planet.

That may be changing.
In recent years, the Arctic has been warming

more rapidly than other regions and, Quinn point-
ed out, the "warming of the Arctic has implica-
tions not just for polar bears, but for the entire
planet."

Cutting carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases is the backbone of any effort to combat
warming, both globally and within the Arctic,
Quinn said.

Studies indicate that cutting the concentra-
tion of short-lived pollutants, such as soot, will
reduce the rate of warming in the Arctic faster
than cuts in carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases, which last far longer in the atmosphere,
she said.  "This is a buying-time approach."

In February, the United Nations Environ-
mental Programme urged cuts in soot emissions
for a variety of reasons, including the threat to
human health from inhaling it and the potential
warming of the polar regions. Others also have
raised concerns about pollution from soot. The
Arctic Council, which represents the eight coun-
tries that border the Arctic, is deciding whether to
seek reductions in soot from other nations and will
be using data from the international research
project in its deliberations.

The research team includes scientists from
Norway, Russia, Germany, Italy and China. They
are working from Svalbard, Norway, a group of
nine mountainous, ice- and snow-covered islands
inside the Arctic Circle, about halfway between
the northern tip of Norway and the North Pole.
Once used for whaling, the islands are now home
to seals, reindeer and Arctic foxes as well as about
2,000 people who make a living mining coal, host-
ing researchers and greeting hardy tourists.

The scientists will track carbon's movement
through the atmosphere, its deposit on snow and

ice surfaces, and its effect on warming in the Arc-
tic. Two NOAA unmanned research aircraft will
collect aerosol soot in the air, and a Norwegian
craft will study the reflectivity of the surface.
Researchers also will collect snow samples and
send up balloons to study atmospheric chemistry.

Soot warms the atmosphere by absorbing heat
from the sun, explained Quinn, who works in
NOAA's Pacific Marine Environmental Labo-
ratory in Seattle, Washington. And while it may
not be visible like a black scar on the snow surface,
even a little soot can mean less energy is reflect-
ed.

Tim Bates, co-leader of the NOAA contingent
with Quinn, likened the process to wearing a
black shirt on a sunny day. "If you want to be
cooler, you would wear a light-coloured shirt that
would reflect the sun's warmth." When carbon
covers snow and ice, the radiation is absorbed
and not reflected.

The surface air temperature in the Arctic has
increased about twice as fast as the global average
rate during the past 100 years, Quinn said in an
interview by e-mail. "Over the past 50 years,
annual average surface air temperatures have
increased from 2 to 3 degrees Celsius (3.6 to 5.4
degrees Fahrenheit) in Alaska and Siberia. The
annual average temperature globally has increased
by about 0.7 degree C (1.3 F) over the same time
period."

That Arctic warming has resulted in an earli-
er spring melt, a longer melt season, and a
decrease in sea ice extent, she said. That has
raised concerns for polar bears, which depend
on ice to hunt.

The warming problem is compounded because,
when the highly reflective snow and ice melt, the
dark surfaces of land and ocean that were beneath
absorb more heat, further heating the atmos-
phere.  Jack Dibb, an atmospheric chemist at the
University of New Hampshire, said he thinks
soot's greatest effect in the Arctic is likely to be
warming caused by the particles floating in the
atmosphere. It may also reduce the reflectivity of
the snow and ice enough to cause warming, but
that is going to be harder to document, he said in
a telephone interview.

Either way, the research is important, Dibb
said, because soot has a short life span in the air,
so reducing it can have a faster effect than other
efforts to slow climate change.

Will the research lead to action? "I would
hope," he said cautiously. There are a lot of con-
cerned parties, particularly in Europe, he said,
noting he recently attended a conference in St.
Petersburg, Russia, where there were discussions
of the soot produced by widespread forest fires in
that country last summer.

The Norway research will continue through
mid-May. The teams then will spend months ana-
lyzing their data and report the results at scientific
meetings and in journals.

(This article was written by Randolph E.
Schmid, AP Science Writer).

McCartney, an
agent of change 
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Soot may be key to rapid Arctic melt
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

The anticipation that followed Branville McCartney since his
“resignation” was waning, until his decision to go to Abaco to
check the Prime Minister’s pulse was made public. While many
saw it as a brash move for one so young in the political game;
it is seen by political observers as superb. It is a brash move, but
not in the context of him challenging Mr Ingraham. Mr McCart-
ney may have successfully created the perception that he is now
the de-facto Opposition leader or spokesman in the nation.
There are similarities to the Pindling-Ingraham confrontations
of 20 years ago, when the then Prime Minister fell into a trap of
his own making, the “Delivery Boy” turned out to be a politi-
cally astute man who was able to stand toe-to-toe with one of
the savviest politicians this nation has ever seen. It is not like-
ly that Mr Ingraham will make the same mistake that his men-
tor made.

However, the development of this scenario is entirely in the
Prime Minister’s hands. He can choose to ignore the young
upstart or he can entertain him to the point where he is seen as
a possible contender for the future leadership of the country.
But the latter course will be detrimental for the current leader
of the Opposition if this “confrontation” gains traction in the
eyes of the public. Popularity has a way of shifting allegiances
in a country like ours, any country for that manner. Remember
that Obama was just a blip on the political horizon before his
speech at a DNC convention, forced the American public to
confront the issues at hand. If Mr McCartney gains the traction
that he needs, it will force the Opposition to make some very
quick adjustments. The addition of Cassius Stuart to what is
already a deep line-up will result in a further shifting of the
political spotlight, to the younger members of both major polit-
ical groups. Politics in the Bahamas is about to become a young
man’s game.

Perhaps, this is the season that Bahamians have been waiting
for, a season where many of the members coming to Parliament
will be old enough to remember what the goals were for this
Bahamas, but young enough to understand that they are here
to serve the generation that they find themselves in and a part
of.

EDWARD
HUTCHESON
Nassau,
April 15, 2011.

POLITICS IN BAHAMAS IS ABOUT 
TO BECOME A YOUNG MAN’S GAME

         



YOUNG Bahamian women
swept the winners board of the
10th annual Texaco Road Safe-
ty Speech Competition.

Gabrielle Butler, a Kingsway
Academy High School student,
emerged as the winner beating
out eight other finalists for a
grand prize of $10,000 in schol-
arship funds.

With the win, Ms Butler also
became Texaco’s spokesperson
for Road Safety.

“I would like to thank God
and Chevron Bahamas for
affording me this opportunity,”
said Ms Butler. “And, to my
competitors, I would like to say
we are all winners.”

Coming in second and third
place were Kenrea Whitfield,
San Salvador Central High
School and Quetel Charlton, St
Francis de Sales, Abaco, who
took home scholarship prizes of
$6,000 and $3,000, respectively.

With “Stay Safe, Lose the Dis-
tractions” as its theme, the com-
petition was held under the
patronage of Sir Arthur Foulkes,
Governor General of the
Bahamas and Lady Foulkes,
who also attended. The event
took place on Saturday, April
16 at the Performing Arts Cen-
tre, College of the Bahamas. 

The competition, which
attracted  32 challengers, drew
students from several islands of
the archipelago. 

“Chevron Bahamas decided
to contribute to improving the
situation (road safety) in the
Bahamas. When selecting the
form our contribution would
take, it was decided that a speech
competition for high school stu-
dents with substantial scholar-
ship prizes attached would per-
mit us to do two things at once –
promote road safety and con-
tribute to youth development,”
said Ryan Bain, district sales
manager, Chevron Bahamas
L t d .

“Our company pledged 10
years of support for a pro-
gramme that would have three
focal points. Annually, the
speech competition theme and
the participants’ speeches
emphasise some aspect of the
problem and potential solutions.
Such is the case with this year’s
slogan—‘Drive Safely—Lose the
Distractions’. As most of us have
come to recognise, certain
thoughtless or careless actions,
especially the use of mobile
phones and devices such as
IPods, distract all too many
motorists nowadays to their cost and ours. Our company has

worked to put the spotlight on
the widespread damage caused
by improper use of local roads.
We also partner with the Road
Traffic Department in its pro-
gramme to teach proper and
respectful road use through its
Youth Forum.”

Mr Bain said that it was
important to involve young peo-
ple as spokespersons. He noted
that they were and still are the
group most affected by traffic
accidents and the best people to
carry the message of road safety
to their peers. 

“As far as the company was
concerned, there were hardly
any subjects more worthy of our
community assistance dollars.
When it comes to community
contributions, Chevron has
always acted on the belief that
we should treat them with the
same respect and commitment
as we would give to any impor-
tant company investment,” Mr
Bain said.

The competition’s semi-finals
were held at the British Colo-

nial Hilton Hotel on Thursday,
April 14.

Nine students were selected
to compete in the finals: Julianne
Coakley, CR Walker High
School; Quitel Charlton, St Fran-
cis de Sales High School; D’ae-
sha Rahming,St Augustine’s
College; Gabriella Butler
,Kingsway Academy; Natasha
Simon, CR Walker High School;
Rashad Hepburn,CR Walker
High School; Antonio Paul, St.
John’s College; Felicia Romer,
SC Bootle High School, Abaco,
and Kenrea Whitfield, San Sal-
vador Central High School.

The competition also brought
out a bevy of former winners at
Chevron Bahamas’ invitation.
They included: attorney Shan-
tarra Davis who was the first

winner of the competition in
2002. 

Ms Davis served on the judges
p a n e l .

The other judges were: Dr
Marjorie Brooks-Jones, chair of
the School of English Studies at
COB; Atlantis senior VP Stuart
Bowe; and Scotiabank market-
ing and PR senior manager Leah
D a v i s .

Giving the vote of thanks,
Chevron financial officer Micah
Lundy-Hepburn acknowledged
the company’s gratitude to co-
sponsors Higgs and Johnson and
Scotiabank, the Road Traffic
Department, Junior Achieve-
ment and Toastmasters Interna-
tional – especially Division I
Governor Demekas Foster and
Duquesa Dean, who, along with

Damien Miller chaired the
e v e n t .

Among those making valu-
able contributions were
Bahamasair, British Colonial
Hilton Hotel and Williamson’s
T o u r s .
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Gabrielle Butler wins 10th Annual 
Texaco Road Safety Speech Competition

FINALISTS: Pictured at the Finals of the Texaco Road Safety Speech Competition are from left: Demakus
Foster, Governor, Division I; Antoinette Fox, Chief Judge; Karen Mortimer, Road Safety Officer; Kenrea Whit-
field, San Salvador Central High, 2nd Place finisher; H.E. Sir Arthur Foulkes, Governor General; Gabrielle
Butler, Kingsway Academy, 1st Place Winner; Quitel Charlton, St Francis de Sales, 3rd Place finisher; Val-
tio Cooper, 2010 – 2011Texaco Road Safety Spokesperson; Ryan Bain, District Sales Manager, Western
Caribbean, Bahamas, Cayman Islands, Turks & Caicos.

WINNER: Gabrielle Butler,
Kingsway Academy, winner of
the 10th Annual Texaco Road
Safety Speech Contest, and
2011-2012 Texaco Road Safety
Spokesperson.



THE police’s Southwest-
ern Divisional Detective
Unit is asking for the pub-
lic’s assistance in locating
seven men in connection
with housebreaking allega-
tions in the Carmichael
Road area.

• 22-year-old Denardo
Patric McPhee of Elizabeth
Estates, described as being
of dark brown complexion;
5’10”, slim build and weigh-
ing about 130lbs. 

• 34-year-old Tamaro Jer-
maine Culmer of Emerald
Gardens, off St Vincent
Road, is described as being
of medium brown complex-
ion; 5’7”, average build and
weighing about 160 pounds. 

• 26-year-old Dennis
Andrew Rolle Jr of Mille-
nium Gardens is described
as being of dark 

brown complexion and
average build. 

• 26-year-old Omar Javon
Clarke of Charles Saunders
Highway is described as
being of dark brown com-
plexion; 6’1”, average build

and weighing about 180
pounds. 

• 21-year-old Hasting
M c Q u e e n of Gerald Bartlett
Estates is described as being
of dark brown complexion,

5’6”, slim build and weighing
about 130 pounds. 

• 18-year-old Otis Light-
b o u r n e of Kemp Road is
described as being of dark
brown complexion, 5’9”,
average build and weighing
about 150 pounds. 

•18-year-old Cleophas
Smith of Ridgeland Park is
described as being of dark
brown complexion, 5’7”,
average build and weighing
about 150 pounds. 

Anyone with information
that may lead police to the
whereabouts of these men
is asked to contact emer-
gency dispatchers on 919 or

322-3333; the Southwestern
Divisional Detective Unit
on 361-0480/1, 361-0478 or
361-0306; the Central Detec-
tive Unit on 502-9991, or
Crime Stoppers on 328-
TIPS. 
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POLICE made 24 arrests
within a single day on Tues-
day as the force’s crack-
down on  crime continues. 

Meanwhile, another two
persons are in hospital as a
result of violent incidents
that occurred on the same
d a y .

The arrests included 11
men on outstanding war-
rants, three men in connec-
tion with vehicle theft, and
two men in connection with
fraud allegations.

Individual arrests were
made in connection with
each of the following allega-
t i o n s :

• assault with a deadly 
w e a p o n
• stealing 
• death threats
• causing harm
• causing damage
In addition, three people

– two men and a woman –
were arrested in connection
with a narcotics seizure.

Also on Tuesday, a 48-
year-old woman had to be
rushed to hospital just after
9am, after she was struck by
a car on Prince Charles Dri-
ve, just in front of the Sea
Grape Shopping Plaza.

Police are treating the inci-
dent as a case of assault with
a deadly weapon, and have
taken a 41-year-old man into
custody for questioning.

The woman is said to be
in stable condition.

Later that day, police were
cal led to the scene of a
shooting in Union Village,
off Wulff Road.

The victim, a 20-year-old
man, is in stable condition in
hospital after being shot out-
side his home at around 4pm.

He told police that he was
standing outside the front
door when he heard gun-
shots and saw people run-
n i n g .

The victim said that he was
about to start running as
well , when he was
approached by a man with a
handgun and shot in the
p e l v i s .

Police are asking members
of the public who may have
any information regarding
this incident to contact emer-
gency dispatchers on 919; the
Northeastern Division on
394-4540/1 or Crime Stop-
pers at 328-TIPS.

police
NEWS

Seven men sought in connection 
with housebreaking allegations

Denardo Patric McPhee Tamaro Jermaine Culmer Dennis Andrew Rolle Jr

Omar Javon Clarke Hasting McQueen Otis Lightbourne

Cleophas Smith



LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                                   THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2011, PAGE 7

FREEPORT – This Friday
is Earth Day, and in celebra-
tion, the Keep Grand Bahama
Clean committee is participat-
ing in several events on the
island.

Activities began with a spe-
cial presentation to East End
students, discussions with mem-
bers of the Bahamas National
Trust (BNT), a fun day at the
Rand Nature Centre, and the
re-erection of KGBC signage
around the city.

“As we draw near to Earth
Day, our constant goal now is
to encourage the celebration of
‘Earth Day, Every Day’,”
explained KGBC-chairperson
Nakira Wilchcombe. “This
year’s theme, ‘One billion acts
of green’, indicates there is
something we all can do as it is
everyone’s responsibility.”

Excited youngsters from the
Sweetings Cay, McLean’s
Town, High Rock and Free-
town primary schools gathered
in High Rock for a special visit

by the KGBC committee.
The children viewed a vivid

slide presentation displaying
ugly scenes of litter on the
beautiful beaches they call
home.

Then, the popular KGBC
puppets drove the message
home in their usual lively and
informative manner, which was
a hit with the children.

According to Ms Wilch-
combe, such visits are a part of
the committee’s new thrust.

She explained that initially,
much emphasis was placed on
major clean-ups in various
areas, but after noticing very

little participation and interest
from residents, they made
adjustments.

“Our approach now revolves
around the children, tomor-
row’s leaders. In our efforts we
have sought to teach the teach-
able,” she said.

To this end, they have
become innovative in their
methods, employing school vis-
its, art and music competitions,
puppet shows and joint ven-
tures with partners like Presto
Recycling and the Bahamas
National Trust (BNT) to imple-
ment recycling programmes in
schools.

KEEP GRAND BAHAMA
CLEAN COMMITTEE TO
CELEBRATE EARTH DAY

EARTH DAY FUN at the Rand Nature Centre was enjoyed by many of the island’s youngsters. Pic-
tured are some of the participating organisations including the Keep Grand Bahama Clean com-
mittee, the Bahamas National Trust, Paint Fair and Presto Recycling.



ELEUTHERA – More
than one million US televi-
sion viewers will be exposed
to the wonders of Eleuthera
when the television movie,
The Glass Window, is
broadcast over the Easter
weekend.

The Glass Window, which
takes its name from
Eleuthera’s famous Glass
Window Bridge, is airing on
various network affiliates in
more than 30 US markets.
The film boosts Eleuthera’s
reputation as a film location
and a tourism destination,
in part, because it calls the
island by name in several
instances.

Rev Tim Paskert of Han-
nah Rose Productions, the
movie’s producers, said he
was divinely led to film
scenes of the movie in
Eleuthera. He pointed out
that he developed a love for
the island and its people. In
the end, his decision to film
in Eleuthera and refer to it
in the script was based on
the fact that he was proud
to recommend the island
and its residents to his audi-
ences.

“My sincere hope is that
you are going to find a
bunch of people finding
their way here because of
this movie,” he said while
attending a special screening
of the movie in Eleuthera
on Saturday. 

Angela Archer, senior
manager of the Bahamas
Film and Television Com-
mission, said The Glass
Window’s several references
to Eleuthera has tremen-

dous promotional value for
the island.

“The value of that men-
tion of Eleuthera is enor-
mous,” she said. “It is some-
thing that we could not real-
ly put a dollar figure to. It is
something that if the Min-
istry of Tourism had to pay
for to have that advertising
value, we wouldn’t be able
to pay for it. It translates
into millions of dollars in
advertising.”

The producers’ willing-
ness to name Eleuthera on
film also supports the Min-
istry of Tourism & Avia-
tion’s overall marketing
strategy, Ms Archer said.
The strategy aims to call
attention to 16 major islands
and island groups in the
Bahamas, promoting each
as a distinct destination for
travellers.

“We are trying to differ-
entiate the islands,” she
said. “So the fact that we
were able to mention
Eleuthera specifically was a
great plus.”

As the movie airs in sev-
eral US cities, the Bahamas
will also get direct advertis-
ing benefits. Hannah Rose
Productions has reserved
three advertising slots for
the Ministry of Tourism and
Aviation for each broadcast
in every city. The advertis-
ing comes at no cost to the
ministry.

Next, Hannah Rose Pro-
ductions plans to have the
movie shown around the
world. In this process, it will
be translated into several
languages.
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Love your car? Pay less for
great cover with NIBA!
You will pay much less if you insure your car with NIBA.

You can enjoy extra benefits too!

SAVE $$$! Low premiums

100% NCD protection 

Low deductibles, fast claims service

Generous liability cover

Pay less for insuring your car! 

Tel. Nassau 677-6422
Freeport 352-6422
or visit www.nibaquote.com

NASSAU INSURANCE BROKERS AND AGENTS LIMITED
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue P.O. Box N-7764 Nassau  
Suite 6, Jasmine Corporate Center, East Sunrise Highway P.O. Box F-42655, Freeport 
Tel. Nassau 677-6422 Freeport 352-6422  www.nibaquote.com

Open
Saturdays

10.00am-2.00pm

THE CANCER SOCIETY in Eleuthera ben-
efited from the special screening of The
Glass Window in Eleuthera at the week-
end. Cancer Society representatives are
pictured receiving a donation from Hannah
Rose Productions and the Bahamas
Tourist Office. Pictured (from left) are:
Jackie Gibson of the Cancer Society,
Sheree Cooper, whose late husband
worked on the film; Juanita Pinder of the
Cancer Society, Rev Tim Paskert of Han-
nah Rose Productions and Susan Culmer
of the Cancer Society.

Movie set to provide 
millions of viewers with 

window to Eleuthera
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Break away from the ordinary
and discover how to experience
life to the fullest. The Isuzu 
D-MAX is the ultimate
multi-purpose pick-up truck
which enables you to drive
through tough roads and load 
a variety of cargoes. It is
specially designed to be
powerful, stylish and highly
functional. The Isuzu D-MAX 
is one tough vehicle that
will never let you down!

THE ISUZU D-MAX

POWERFUL

COMFORTABLE
VERSATILE

T YREFLEX S TAR MOTORS
Call us today for your new Isuzu D-MAX Pick-Up Truck at 325.4961
Wulf f Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

E CLEMENT Bethel National Arts Festival officials
continued on their journey through Abaco, visiting Spring
Point to judge the musical and artistic talents of the James
A Pinder Primary School students.

Photos: Eric Rose/BIS

ARTS FESTIVAL OFFICIALS JUDGE TALENTS
OF JAMES A PINDER PRIMARY STUDENTS

ABOVE: Students perform a dance routine during the E Clement
Bethel National Arts Festival adjudications in Spring Point. They
received an 86 for their performance, earning a "Merit" certification.

LEFT: Students Alisha Greene (left) and Ashanti Duncanson sing a
duet during the E Clement Bethel National Arts Festival adjudica-
tions in Spring Point.

BELOW: E Clement Bethel National Arts Festival Dance adjudicator
Lawrence Carroll shows James A Pinder Primary School students
how to perform a move during the Festival's adjudications in
Spring Point.

 



ta Allan in March 2006 after
he was found guilty of the
2002 murder of 16-year-old
Donnell Conover. 

This judgment was given
just days following the Privy
Council ’s  ruling that the
mandatory death sentence in
The Bahamas is unconstitu-
tional. In previous rulings, the
Privy Council has overturned
death sentences on the
grounds that the extended
length of time on death row
was "cruel, inhumane and
degrading."

The high court instituted a
five-year limit on the time

within which a condemned
prisoner must be executed. 

As debate rages in the
Bahamas over whether the
death penalty should be car-
ried out, attorney Paul Moss
believes it is likely the Privy
Council will overturn Tido’s
death sentence.

The death penalty was
abolished in Great Britain in
1969, with Northern Ireland
following suit in 1973, and so
it is unlikely the Privy Council
will support it, said Mr Moss.

According to attorney
Murrio Ducille, while the
“death penalty is still on the

books, there are procedures
that must be followed” and
courts in commonwealth
countries in the Caribbean
have been steering away from
the death penalty.

Mr Ducille said the death
penalty is only given when
there is no avenue of rehabil-
itation, and in the event that
the convicted person has been
on death row over the five-
year period it is likely the sen-
tence will be overturned.

Ms Conover’s body was
discovered partially burnt and
battered off Cowpen Road in
May, 2002. The cause of death
was severe blunt force trau-
ma to the head.

In 2008,  the Court of

Appeal dismissed Tido’s first
appeal, upholding his murder
conviction and death sen-
tence.

In 2009, the Minister of
National Security Tommy
Turnquest had advised the
Governor General that the
case was "not an appropriate
one" for the Prerogative of
Mercy to be exercised and
that the law should take its
course. He was unable to pro-
ceed with the reading of the
death warrant as Tido's legal
team had been instructed to
appeal the conviction and
death sentence before the
Privy Council.

The matter is still under
review.
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month period. Of this number over 2,000
criminal migrants were returned to the
Caribbean region. 

Superintendent Leon Bethel, officer-
in-charge of the Central Detective Unit,
said the repatriation of criminals to their
country of origin has been a practice for
some time, adding that officials had a
policy in place to monitor them once
they are back on Bahamian soil. 

He said: "Most or all of them who
were deported would have been involved
in criminal activity – they have either
completed their sentence or got an early
release and deported back to the
Bahamas.

"We are advised of all of the persons
before they are deported. We have a

profile on all of them. In terms of how we
monitor them I cannot speak on that
now, we would not want to give that up
but we know of a number of persons that
we have received in the Bahamas. We
know when the arrangement is made,
when they get here and have something
in place before they arrive to ensure we
know when they come in. We have doc-
umentation on them."

He also denied claims that the return
of the deportees may have contributed to
a crimewave in the last few months,
explaining that the process has been
operating for a long time. 

"They have been trickling in for a
number of years. This has not just start-
ed, there are a number of persons who

were deported here over the years. 
"The police don't worry about them.

The only thing the police are concerned
about is public safety. If someone is a
Bahamian or had some Bahamian sta-
tus and they were out of the jurisdiction
and they are deported back here, they
are Bahamian, so we have to accept
them. 

“So we cannot be worrying about
Bahamians," said Mr Bethel. 

The ICE report also revealed that in
the Caribbean, the Dominican Republic
received the most criminal deportees in
the time period, 1,066, with Jamaica and
Trinidad receiving 528 and 125 respec-
tively. The report also noted that for the
specified time period, 50 criminals were
sent back to Aruba, 31 to Haiti, 20 to
Cuba, 11 to Barbados and 10 to Domini-
ca. 

Maxo TidoFROM page one

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

FORTY-FOUR Dominican fish-
ermen have been fined for poaching
in Bahamian waters.

The men were arraigned before
Deputy Chief Magistrate Carolita
Bethell in Court 8, Bank Lane
Tuesday afternoon on a list of
Bahamian fisheries violations.

Francisco Delva, 39, Juan
Rodriguez, 35, Linbert Parra, 44,
Serjio Alcantra, 33 William Severi-
no,40, Rafael Cabrena, 45, Alturo

Lopez, 48, Thomas Polanco, 37,
Dionicio Fermin, 34, Yoel Cabrena,
24, Magaritio Martinez, 32, Grego-
ria Peralta,18, Rafael Siriacio, 29,
Jose Seballo, 29, Carlos
Almonte,19, Juan Johnson, 33,
Hilario Alcala, 35, Hector Gil
Estebe, 34, Carlos Enriquez, 34,
Jorge Montero, Andre Garcia, 44
and Virgilio Alverez were the crew
of a boat named “Mr Manny”
which was intercepted near Ragged
Island. 

The men were arrested on Sat-
urday, April 9, for illegal foreign
fishing, possession of a prohibited

apparatus namely a spear gun, pos-
session of  undersized crawfish and
grouper. 

The men were found in posses-
sion of 40 pounds of undersized
crawfish, 41 pounds of undersized
grouper, 740 pounds of parrot fish
and 606 pounds of crawfish tails. 

Parra, the captain of the boat was
fined $50,000 or a year in jail. 

Severino, Fermin and Alvarez
were each fined $2,500 or a year in
jail based on the fact that they were
convicted of similar offences before. 

The other crew members were
fined $500 or six months in jail.

Twenty-two other Dominican
fishermen were also arraigned
before Deputy Chief Magistrate
Carolita Bethell on similar charges.
Luis Alberto Mercedes, 30, Jose
Patista, 31, Juan Reye, 34, Yobani
Lopez, 28, Edi Reye, 27, Jairo
Gracequi, 30, Miguel Acara, 30,
Sandi Jir, 32, Jose Pena, 39. 

Fernando Cueba, 37, Wilton
Mendez, 35, Rosario Varga, 27,
Cesar Cabrera, 50, Radames Use-
bio, 35, Willy Vasquel, 27, Ullaa
Nunez, 24, Francisco Garcia
Roudon, 37, Antonio Gomez, 38,
Miguel Santana, 47, Jose Bulgo, 25,

and Cadino Ruiz, 44 were all arrest-
ed onboard a vessel named “Mr Jes-
si” which was intercepted near Cis-
tern Point, Andros. 

They were found in possession of
30 pounds of undersized crawfish,
30 pounds of undersized grouper,
six spear guns, nine air compres-
sors, 642 pounds of assorted scale
fish, 528 pounds of crawfish tails
and 730 pounds of whole crawfish.
Mercedes was fined $50,000 or a
year in jail. 

His crew members were all fined
$500 or a year in jail.

FROM page one US deports 65

Forty-four Dominican fishermen fined for poaching

 



LOCAL NEWS

PAGE 12, THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2011                           THE TRIBUNE

SUMMER 2011 UPCOMING COURSES FORMAT
Certified Graphic Designer 
Start a career in professional graphic design. Create stunning
ads, flyers, cards in the world's most popular design software.
Students will explore proper methods for selecting image areas,
and modifying and manipulating selections.

July 19 - Sep 1
Tues & Thurs 

6PM-9PM

Certified Web Developer
Learn to create amazing web pages for business or personal.
Students will learn how to plan and define a Web site; create 
pages and format text; apply structural elements; create and
apply style rules; insert and modify tables, images and links;
manage Web site files, and publish a site.

May 16 - July 6
Mon & Wed
6PM-9PM

Certified Professional Manager
This program is designed to develop the professional manager as
a whole. It includes content from Psychology for Success in
Business Management; Organizing Meetings; Public Speaking;
Business Management.; and more.

May 14 - Aug 27
Saturdays
1PM-4PM

Certified Office Administrator
Stand out from the crowd and earn your place among the elite by
achieving internationally recognized certification in Business and
Office Administration. Topics covered include Customer Service,
Business Communication, and Business Etiquette.

May 16 - July 4
Mon & Wed
6PM-9PM

QuickBooks Accounting
Learn how to create QuickBooks lists, forms, registers, and re-
ports. Upon completion of this course you should be able to set up
a company data file, manage accounts receivable and accounts 
payable, enter inventory, track time, work with payroll items,
reconcile accounts and more.

May 10 - June 2
Tues & Thurs 

6PM-9PM

Microsoft Office 2010 (MOS)
Learn from an expert Microsoft trainer in the latest Microsoft Of-
fice Applications Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Outlook 2010. This 
course prepared you for the internationally recognized MOS.

Begins May 14
Saturdays
9AM-12PM

Tourism and Hospitality
The Tourism and Hospitality Certification provides you with work-
ing knowledge of the essential concepts and skills required for
developing, operating, and sustaining a tourism industry. It is 
geared towards persons interested in ensuring that tourism pro-
jects are not only successful but longstanding.

May 14 - Aug 27
Saturdays
9AM-12PM

CBP Project Management
Become an internationally certified Project Manager in any indus-
try or profession recognized by the International Business Train-
ing Association and the University of Cambridge, England.

May 24 - June 30
Tues & Thurs

6PM-9PM

Certified Computer Technician (CBP-TS)
This program provides a complete learning experience for anyone
pursuing a career in Information Technology. From PC repair and
Fundamentals of Computer Networking to Web & Ecommerce 
CCT students will be thoroughly exposed to real world IT skills 
and techniques that they can use on the job immediately.

May 14 - Aug 13
Saturdays
1PM - 4PM

CompTIA Security+ 
Security threats are increasing in number and severity, and the 
gap between the need for security professionals and qualified IT
personnel is the largest of any IT specialty. Even in a troubled
economy, most businesses plan to maintain or increase their in-
vestment in security.

May 14 - Aug 27
Saturdays
1PM-4PM

Microsoft Exchange 2010
Perfect for the Messaging Generalist responsible for the mainte-
nance and administration of Exchange email servers in an enter-
prise environment. This course teaches you how to install and
manage Exchange Server 2010 and manage users, mailboxes,
security, servers, and databases by using Exchange Server 2010.

May 31 - July 7
Tues & Thurs
6PM 9PM

Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA®)
This courses teaches you how install, configure, operate, and
troubleshoot medium-size routed and switched networks, includ-
ing implementation and verification of connections to remote sites
in a WAN. Our CCNA curriculum includes basic mitigation of secu-
rity threats, introduction to wireless networking concepts and ter-
minology, and performance-based skills.

June 27-July 2
Monday-Friday

9AM 5PM

CBP Project Management
Become an internationally certified Project Manager in any indus-
try or profession - recognized by the International Business Train-
ing Association and the University of Cambridge, England. Our
Project Management certification course ensures that anyone with

growing and most demanded job skills training program.

July 21 Sep 1
Tues & Thurs

6PM-9PM

CompTIA A+ Computer Repair
Still the most recognized entry level IT certification today. Learn
to build and troubleshoot computers. One of the most known and
most respected IT certification - Getting A+ certified is mandatory
for any serious computer technician.

July 15 - Aug 31
Mon & Wed
6PM-9PM

- -

living on isolated lots, which
sparsely populate the area,
were said to face consider-
able risk.

Sgt George Martin, Fire
Services, said: “We have two
units in the area but that’s
burning deep inland. There’s
no access to it now, not by
way of truck. 

“We’re monitoring it
because of the various com-
munities in the area.”

Sgt Martin added: “Any-
one that sees fire should call
into the station, sometimes
even though they saw a
firetruck, the truck may not
be in that particular area.
Persons should call in if they
see the fire coming close or
threatening them so we can
communicate it to the trucks
on the ground.” 

The unit was said to
expect more fires in the
coming months as "bush fire
season", the hotter months,
gets closer.

According to Fire Ser-
vices, the alarm was sound-
ed at Firetrail west, off
Gladstone Road shortly
before 1pm.

The windswept blaze was
compared to a bush fire that
razed several hundred acres
in the same area and month
in 2009. 

Sgt Martin said: “It’s a
large fire, a very large fire.
It’s definitely not surprising
though, about a year and a
half ago we had a fire like
this and in the exact same
area. Coming straight down
by the well fields by Bacardi
Road – it took several days
to extinguish.”

In 2009, it was reported
that heavy winds blew the
fire north from well fields
into the Carmichael Road
area. An arsonist was sus-
pected at that time, as offi-

cials said it was unlikely that
hot weather conditions
sparked the fire.

Investigations into yes-
terday’s fast-growing bush
blaze are continuing. 

Sgt Martin added: “Per-
sons should call as soon as
possible so they (fire ser-
vices) can come around and
minimize any damage to
property. We can’t be every-

where at the same time, so
we would advise the public
to pay attention and alert us
immediately if you see the
fire coming close.”

Last night, the unit was
said to expect more fires in
the coming months as "bush
fire season", the hotter
months, gets closer.

Fire Services can be
reached at 322-1225.

FROM page one

Fears grow as bush fire rages



and entertainment benefit-
ted foreign businesses at the
expense of Bahamian entre-
preneurs and aspiring entre-
preneurs.

In a late night statement,
the FNM termed PLP criti-
cisms as “hypocritical and
disappointing.”

The statement read: “It
goes without saying that the
removal of prohibition of
international persons own-
ing restaurants and/or
places of entertainment
does not mean that every
request will be approved. 

It added: “It simply pro-
vides the option of applica-
tions being considered. If
approved the same would
be in compliance with the
National Investment Policy
of The Bahamas.”

The removal of the
restriction prohibiting for-
eign investments in restau-
rants or entertainment facil-
ities was announced during
the Prime Minister’s com-
munication to Parliament
on Tuesday. 

Last week, Mr Ingraham
said the amendments were
the result of the concerns of
the Bahamian people and
take into account the
numerous developments
and changes in the industry
over the last 15 years. 

Also revealed was the
increase of the minimum
dollar requirement for
direct foreign investment.
Persons who purchase
homes in the Bahamas for
the purposes of seeking
accelerated consideration
for permanent resident sta-
tus will have to buy a home
for at least $1.5 million.

The PLP statement read:
“The PLP questions the log-
ic of making these damaging
revisions to the national
investment policy as it
relates to restaurants and
entertainment facilities,
especially in this time when
the economy has been dam-
aged by mismanagement,
and Bahamians continue to
lose jobs in all areas.”

The opposition statement
maintained that under the
“PLP’s National Investment
Policy,” a Bahamian owned
service industry flourished
as it promoted Bahamian
ownership of restaurant
businesses.

On Tuesday, Mr Ingra-
ham said the country's
investment policies were
first formally published by
his government in 1993 to
bring increased transparen-
cy and certainty to the busi-
ness and investment indus-
try with the goal of enhanc-
ing the country's attractive-
ness to foreign investors.

The FNM statement read:
“The PLP made no amend-
ment to the National Invest-
ment Policy during their
most recent term in office
from 2002 to 2007. This is
not surprising: The PLP
have made it a habit of
making rules and regula-
tions which are observed
only in their breach.”

The statement added:
“The FNM Government
published a clear and trans-
parent National Investment
Policy in 1993 meant to dis-
courage the practice of
fronting in the Bahamian
economy.”

The FNM said that PLP
governments have created
and fostered an environ-
ment which introduced and
continued the practice of
“fronting” through
approvals granted in the
food retail sector.

“The PLP Government
approved the acquisition of
City Markets by an interna-
tional group in 2006/7 as it
had done previously, years
earlier,” said the FNM. “It
was they who approved
another international per-
son to enter the food retail
sector at Robin Hood
Enterprise.

“They further permitted
foreign persons to enter the
soft drink, wholesale and
retail liquor business, and
the jewellery retail business
along Bay Street, some
reportedly in joint venture
with Bahamians but others
independent of any such
relationship.”

The FNM also highlight-
ed the inaction of the PLP
in the International Persons
Landholding Act, despite
their claim that it was
responsible for far too much
Bahamian land being trans-
ferred to international per-
sons.

The statement added:
“During five years in office
between 2002 and 2007 the
PLP made no changes to
the National Investment
Policy or to the Interna-

tional Persons Landholding
Act.”

It added: “Indeed, they
boasted at having sold more
Bahamian land to interna-

tional persons in the first
three years of their single
term in office than the FNM
had done in two full terms
in office between 1992 and

2002.”
The International Persons

Landholding Act was
amended in 2007, reducing
to two acres, the amount of

land that could be acquired
b y i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
persons without the prior
approval of the Investments
Board.
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FNM: PLP CRITICISM OF INVESTMENT AMENDMENTS IS ‘HYPOCRITICAL’
FROM page one

 



DALLAS
Associated Press

FEDERAL firefighters and
officials from several U.S.
agencies joined the fight
against a massive wildfire

burning 70 miles west of Fort
Worth on Wednesday, the
same day a Texas firefighter
died from injuries suffered
while battling a blaze earlier
this month.

The fire at Possum King-

dom Lake is among several
that have scorched about 1
million acres across bone-dry
Texas in the past two weeks.
The federal team joined local
personnel to help fight a blaze
that has burned 150,000 acres
and destroyed about 50
homes, said Haven Cook, a
spokeswoman for the South-
ern Area Incident Manage-
ment Team.

It's the second time a fed-
eral management group has
been assembled in Texas to
help battle the blazes that
have been burning across the
state for weeks.

A spokesman for Univer-
sity Medical Center in Lub-
bock said 49-year-old Elias
Jacquez of Cactus, Texas,
died Wednesday morning, 11
days after he was critically
injured fighting a fire about
40 miles north of Amarillo.

Jacquez was the second
firefighter to die battling
Texas wildfires this month.
He died the same day mourn-
ers gathered in West Texas
for the funeral of 50-year-old
Gregory M. Simmons of East-
land, about 125 miles west of
Dallas. Simmons died Friday.

Personnel from more than
a half-dozen federal agencies
— including the Forest Ser-
vice, the National Park Ser-
vice and the Bureau of Land
Management — have been
working to deal with fires in
West Texas covering portions
of 36 counties for more than a
week, said Bridget Litten, a
spokeswoman for that team.

"More of a federal effort is
coming into the state now
because of the severity of the
fires and the number," she
said.

Litten said rising humidity
and cooler temperatures,
along with five drops of fire
retardant from a converted
DC-10 jetliner, have helped
the team in West Texas make
progress.
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The Second City, the world’s premier comedy theatre and 
largest school of improvisation and sketch comedy is coming 
to Atlantis! It has been the launching pad for comedians
such as Tina Fey, Mike Myers and Steve Carell. 

Do you daydream about the wonderful world of life under 
the sea? Learn about life as a mermaid from the Queen of 
Mermaids, Hannah! Look, feel, live the life of a mermaid!

Get up close and personal with the contributing editors of 
Seventeen magazine while learning and participating in 
activities relating to fashion, beauty and body image. 

Become an Atlantis Jr. Aquarist by working with marine 
sea life in the largest open air marine habitat, second 
only to mother nature. 
Food Prepping • Animal Feeding • Snorkeling Coral Reefs

AGES ��-�� August 1-4, 2011

AGES �-�� July 18-21, 2011

AGES ��-�� July 25-28, 2011

AGES ��-�� July 11-14, July 18-21, Aug 1-4, 2011

Learn tips, tricks and techniques from the LEGO Master 
Builder himself! From sideways building to 2x builds, 
there is something for every LEGO fan!

AGES �-�� July 11-14, 2011
Get up close and personal with the inter-workings of 
becoming a pageant contestant and exposure to the 
Miss Universe Organization. 

AGES ��-�� July 12-17, 2011

Federal team tackles wildfire in
Texas as second firefighter dies 
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NEW ORLEANS
Associated Press

RELATIVES flew over
Gulf of Mexico waters on
Wednesday where 11 oil rig
workers died a year ago, resi-
dents gathered in quiet prayer
vigils onshore and President
Barack Obama vowed to hold
BP and others accountable for
"the painful losses that they've
caused."

Somber remembrances
marked the one-year anniver-
sary of the rig explosion that
caused the worst offshore oil
spill in American history. But
all is not bleak. Beaches,
restaurants and hotels are fill-
ing up again, and experts say
the resilient Gulf is on the
mend.

The disaster began on the
night of April 20, 2010, when
the Deepwater Horizon rig
burst into flames and killed the
11 men.

The rest of the crew evacu-
ated, but two days later the rig
toppled into the Gulf and sank
to the sea floor. Over the next
85 days, 206 million gallons of
oil — 19 times more than the
Exxon Valdez spilled —
spewed from the well. 

Parents, siblings and wives
of the workers — whose bod-
ies were never recovered —
boarded a helicopter Wednes-
day to see the waters where
their loved ones perished. 

The helicopter took them
from New Orleans out to the
well site, circled around so that
people on both sides of the air-

craft could see and then
returned to shore, said Arleen
Weise, whose son, Adam, was
killed on the rig. The only indi-
cation they were at the site was
an announcement from the
pilot, she said.

"It was just a little emotion-
al, seeing where they were,"
Weise said by phone from
Houston, where rig owner
Transocean planned an
evening memorial service.

Asked what went through
her mind when she saw where
the rig went down, Weise said,
"Just rise up. I wanted them
to come up, but it didn't hap-
pen."

In a statement, President
Barack Obama paid tribute to
those killed in the blast and
said that despite significant
progress toward mitigating the
spill's worst impacts, "the job
isn't done."

"We continue to hold BP
and other responsible parties
fully accountable for the dam-
age they've done and the
painful losses that they've
caused," he said. 

A presidential commission
has concluded that a cascade
of technical and managerial
failures — including a faulty
cement job — caused the dis-
aster. BP, the oil giant which

owns the blown-out well, has
paid billions in cleanup costs
and to compensate victims. 

The company has estimated
its total liability at $40.9 bil-
lion, but it might have to pay
many billions more, especially
if its officials were to be found
criminally negligent in still
pending investigations and tri-
als. 

For now, though, the com-
pany has rebounded relatively
well, with its stock now just 20
percent below its pre-spill val-
ue. 

At a candle-lit ceremony in
New Orleans' Jackson Square
shortly after sunrise, environ-
mentalists and religious leaders
joined to remember the per-
ished rig workers and call on
the nation to take the steps to
prevent another environmental
catastrophe.

"Our souls are slumbering
in moral indifference," said
Rabbi Edward Cohn of the
Temple Sinai in New Orleans.
"People quite rightly are ask-
ing: How and when, and by
whose insistence and stubborn
support, will the public's mind
be refocused upon what hap-
pened in the Gulf?"

Elsewhere around the world,
BP employees were observing
a minute of silence.

THIS April 21, 2010 file photo shows oil in the Gulf of Mexico, more than 50 miles southeast of Venice
on Louisiana's tip, as a large plume of smoke rises from fires on BP's Deepwater Horizon offshore oil
rig. (AP)

FLYOVER, VIGILS
MARK GULF 
OIL DISASTER
ANNIVERSARY 

 



WASHINGTON
Associated Press

MILITARY prosecutors
re-filed terrorism and murder
charges Wednesday against
the suspected mastermind of
the 2000 bombing of the USS

Cole, making it the first case
to move forward since Presi-
dent Barack Obama ordered
military trials to resume at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

They also requested the death
penalty in the case.

Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri
was charged with the plan-
ning and preparation for the

USS Cole attack that blew a
hole in the warship, killing 17
sailors and wounding another
40.

The charges were referred
to the Convening Authority
for Military Commissions,
which presides over the war

crimes tribunals at the U.S.
base in Cuba.

Al-Nashiri, a Saudi of
Yemeni descent, previously
faced charges in the bomb-
ing, but the charges were
dropped in 2009 as the
administration revamped the
military commission process.

Prosecutors also alleged
that al-Nashiri was involved
in the planning and prepara-
tion for an attack on the
French civilian oil tanker in
the Gulf of Aden on Oct. 6,
2002, that killed a crewmem-
ber and caused the release of
approximately 90,000 barrels
of oil.

Before being transferred to
the prison at Guantanamo
Bay in September 2006 for
the second time, al-Nashiri
spent nearly four years inside
the CIA's secret prison sys-
tem, according to former CIA
officials and publicly released
documents.

Al-Nashiri was captured in
Dubai in November 2002 and
flown to a CIA prison in
Afghanistan known as Salt
Pit before being moved to
another clandestine CIA
facility in Thailand, where he
was waterboarded twice, a
technique meant to simulate
drowning.

In December 2002, he was
moved yet again to a CIA
prison in Poland and subject-
ed to a series of enhanced
interrogation techniques
including some not autho-
rized by Justice Department
guidelines.

While in Poland, a CIA
officer cocked an unloaded
handgun once or twice next
to al-Nashiri's head. The
same CIA officer also revved
a bit-less power drill near the
head of al-Nashiri, who had
been left naked and hooded.
Al-Nashiri also spent time in
Morocco while under CIA
control.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

PAGE 16, THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2011                                                                                                                                                 THE TRIBUNE

NASSAU GLASS COMPANY
ART GALLERY & LIGHTING CENTRE

will be closed from 
Thursday April 21 at 4:30pm 

until 
Tuesday April 26, opening at 8:30am.

Mackey Street   t 393-8165  393-3723
www.nassauglass.com

Alleged mastermind of USS Cole bombing charged 
Terrorism and murder charges re-filed
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MISRATA, Libya
Associated Press

AN OSCAR-NOMINATED war pho-
tographer and film director was killed
Wednesday in the besieged city of Misrata
while covering battles between rebels and
Libyan government forces. Three other
Western photographers were wounded.

British-born Tim Hetherington, co-direc-
tor of the documentary "Restrepo" about
U.S. soldiers on an outpost in Afghanistan,
was killed inside the only rebel-held city in
western Libya, said his U.S.-based publi-
cist, Johanna Ramos Boyer. The city has
come under weeks of relentless shelling by
government troops.

Chris Hondros, a New York-based pho-
tographer for Getty Images, was seriously
injured and was on a respirator at Hikma
Hospital. Doctors told The Associated Press
that his condition was critical.

The two other photographers — Guy
Martin and Michael Christopher Brown —
were treated for shrapnel wounds, doctors
said.

Hetherington, 41, was nominated for an
Academy Award for his 2010 documentary
film "Restrepo." The film was co-directed by
Sebastian Junger, author of "The Perfect
Storm."

"Restrepo" tells the story of the 2nd Pla-
toon of Battle Company in the 173rd Air-
borne Combat Team on its deployment in
Afghanistan in 2007 and 2008. The title
refers to the platoon outpost, named after a
popular soldier, Juan Restrepo, who was
killed early in the fighting.

Hondros, 41, has covered conflict zones
since the late 1990s including Kosovo, Iraq
and Afghanistan, and his work has appeared
in major magazines and newspapers around
the world. His awards include World Press
Photo honors and the Robert Capa Gold
Medal, one of the highest prizes in war pho-

tography.
Two other journalists have been killed in

the Libyan conflict, according to the New
York-based Committee to Protect Journal-
ists. An unknown gunman killed
Mohammed al-Nabbous, founder of the
online Libya Al-Hurra TV, in the rebel
stronghold of Benghazi in March 19. Cam-
eraman Ali Hassan al-Jaber was shot when
his Al-Jazeera crew was ambushed near
Benghazi on March 13.

Oscar-nominated
war photographer

killed in Libya

TIM HETHERINGTON (AP)
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas and other
international financial centres
should “push back” and unite
to press OECD member
states for cost recovery relat-
ing to their demands for the
retention of accounting
records for a five-year mini-
mum, a former finance minis-
ter has urged.

James Smith, minister of
state for finance in the 2002-
2007 Christie administration,
told Tribune Business that

‘Cost recovery’
urged on OECD
account demand
* Former finance 
minister urges ‘push
back’ and international 
financial centre unity
* Questions Bahamas’
TIEA strategy and
whether it’s a
‘numbers game’

JAMES SMITH

SEE page 7B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Grand Bahama Port
Authority (GBPA) licencees
“remain in limbo” over Cus-
toms’ demands for a monthly
‘bonded goods sales report’,
Tribune Business was told
yesterday, after the Supreme
Court dismissed a major
retailer’s Judicial Review
application on a technicality.

Fred Smith QC, attorney
and partner at Callender’s &
Co, which is representing Kel-
ly’s (Freeport), pledged that
the issue was “not going to go
away” and ultimately needed
to be determined by the
Bahamian judicial system,
after Justice Hartman Long-
ley declined to extend the
time for the company to file
its Notice of Motion for Judi-
cial Review.

Kelly’s (Freeport) launched
its Judicial Review action late
last year on the basis that
Customs’ demand for a bond-
ed goods sales report
breached the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement, and would
burden  it - and other
licencees - with bureaucratic,
overly-cumbersome reporting

LICENCEE ‘LIMBO’ OVER
BOND SALES REPORT DEMAND

* Judge dismisses Kelly’s
(Freeport)  Judicial
Review application
against Customs
* Firm says bonded
goods dropped from
69% to 50% of total
sales after Customs
action began
* Planning to appeal to
higher court

SEE page 8B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government will like-
ly have to kick-in between
$11-$12 million to pick up
the balance of the $62.5 mil-
lion Commonwealth Brew-
ery initial public offering
(IPO), Tribune Business was
told yesterday, with initial
estimates indicating private
investors had bought up
around $50-$51 million.

Michael Anderson, presi-
dent of RoyalFidelity Mer-
chant Bank & Trust, the
IPO’s placement agent,

while expressing disap-
pointment at the overall lev-
el of institutional investor
participation, said the high
level of retail investor buy-in

represented “a major
endorsement of this offer-
ing by the Bahamian pub-
lic”. Noting that the likely
$50-$51 million raised rep-
resented the highest sum
ever raised in a Bahamas-
based IPO, beating the pre-
vious $30 million record set
by CIBC (now First-
Caribbean International
Bank Bahamas) in the late
1990s, Mr Anderson told
Tribune Business that the
Commonwealth Brewery

Brewery offering
raises $50-$51m
n Government likely to fork out $11-$12m to cover balance of $62.5m IPO
n Record for Bahamian public offer, with retail/institutional split likely to be
50/50,  rather than normal 70/30
n Result still seen as ‘major endorsement’ by investors
n Disappointment on institutional participation

MICHAEL ANDERSON

SEE page 4B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

A “mix” of 19 managerial and line staff level employees
are to be made redundant by First Caribbean International
Bank (Bahamas), officials confirmed yesterday, as the com-
pany “reassesses its manpower needs” region-wide.

The announcement comes after First Caribbean saw its net
income fall 23.7 per cent year-on-year for the first quarter
2011, which followed a net income decline of $16.8 million
or 21 per cent in 2010 over 2009.

In a statement released late Tuesday evening in response
to Tribune Business inquiries about staff lay-offs being in the
pipeline, Marie Rodland-Allen, First Caribbean Interna-
tional Bank (Bahamas) managing director said: “We are
aware that there is information being reported in various
media outlets about potential staff lay-offs.

“We wish to clarify that we are currently in discussions
with our unions regarding proposed business changes due to
restructuring and assessments of our manpower needs. 

“We can confirm that the number of impacts would not
exceed 20 persons. FirstCaribbean International Bank is
doing everything it can to minimise any potential job losses.

FirstCaribbean
set to lay-off 19

* Move follows 23.7% Q1 income
drop
* Union alleges agreement breach

SEE page 9B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

After a seven-month closure,
the Marley family has backed
away from a deal with would-be
foreign investors to lease and
run the Cable Beach-based
Marley Resort and Spa, decid-
ing to continue operating the
boutique resort property them-
selves.

On Tuesday, Tribune Busi-
ness reported that Stephanie
Marley, chief executive of the
Marley Resort and Spa, and her

mother, deceased reggae leg-
end Bob Marley’s wife, Rita,
were set to seal a deal with new
partners to lease out the Cable
Beach property on a temporary

MARLEYS BACK OFF
RESORT OUTSOURCE

* Decide to keep Cable
Beach resort and
re-opening set for May 11
* Admit mistakes were
made previously

SEE page 9B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Opposition Progres-
sive Liberal Party (PLP) has
hit out at the “damaging
revisions” to the National
Investment Policy, and
promised to reverse the
changes announced by the
Prime Minister that will
allow more foreign compe-
tition in the restaurant and
entertainment sector.

The party said it “ques-

PLP pledges 
to reverse 
restaurant
opening up

SEE page 5B
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By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

So, you want to be a
Graphic Artist? Are
you a creative per-
son with some artis-

tic flare or an ‘eye’ for design
and art? Are you a good prob-
lem solver? If so, you are on
your way. Who are graphic
designers and what do they do?
They might be found doing
everything, including trans-
porting snow back and forth
from Alaska. Well, not exactly.
Graphic artists plan, analyse
and create visual solutions to
communications problems. 

They decide on the most
effective way of delivering a
message in print, electronic and
film media using a variety of
methods such as colour, type,
illustration, photography, ani-
mation, print and layout tech-
niques. Additionally, graphic
designers develop the overall
layout and production design
of magazines, newspapers, jour-
nals, corporate reports and oth-
er publications. 

A good designer should con-
sider cognitive, cultural, physi-
cal and social factors in plan-
ning and executing designs for
their target audience. The
graphic design landscape is con-
stantly changing, both cre-
atively and technically, and pro-
duces new opportunities and
markets. Graphic design is 10
per cent technical, 90 per cent
creative.

Devices like the iPad and
other smart phones are shifting

print media more towards pure
digital. That is not to say print
media is dead, but it does sug-
gest there are many opportu-
nities being opened, which will
be an asset moving forward.

Freelance
Freelance graphic designers

have the flexibility to work
when they want, and the luxury
to choose projects. 

Because work is done mostly
on the computer, projects can
often be designed from home,
working exclusively for the
web, print or combined media. 

They also produce promo-
tional displays, packaging and
marketing brochures for prod-
ucts and services, design dis-
tinctive logos and develop signs
and signage systems, called
environmental graphics, for
businesses. An increasing num-
ber of graphic designers also

are developing materials for
Internet web pages, interactive
media and multimedia projects.
Graphic designers also may
appear in credits before and
after television programs and
movies as well.

I am sure we can agree that
graphic designers must be cre-
ative and able to communicate
their ideas in writing, visually
and verbally. Because con-
sumer tastes can change quick-
ly, designers need to be well-
read, open to new ideas and
influences, and quick to react
to changing trends. 

Problem-solving skills, pay-
ing attention to detail and the
ability to work independently
and under pressure  are also
important traits. People in this
field require self-discipline,
budget time, and meet dead-
lines and production schedules.
Good business etiquette and
sales ability are also important,
especially for those who free-
lance or run their own business.

Graphic designers must con-
tinually keep up to date with
the development of new and

Designing the
perfect career

SEE page 11B
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

While the Organisation for
Economic Co-Operation and
Development’s (OECD) Peer
Review report stands the
Bahamas “in good stead”, a
leading attorney yesterday said
‘implementing’ the tax infor-
mation exchange framework
was the greater test, with auto-
matic information disclosure
something to avoid.

Michael Paton, a former
Bahamas Financial Services
Board (BFSB) chairman and
partner at the Lennox Paton
law firm, told Tribune Business
that the bigger concerns were
the Government ensuring the
tax information exchange
process “runs smoothly”, and
any international movements
to push for the automatic dis-
closure of such details.

Commenting after the
OECD’s Global Forum on Tax
Transparency and Information
Exchange gave the Bahamas a
‘clean bill of health’ in eight out
of nine categories assessed in
its Peer One review, Mr Paton
said: “I think the report stands
us in good stead.

“What concerns me more is
the next stage; how we fare on
the implementation. My con-
cern would be that the Gov-
ernment is seen to put in the
steps to ensure the process is
running smoothly.”

While the Peer Review
Phase One report assessed
whether the Bahamas has
required legal and regulatory
framework to facilitate tax
information exchange, Mr
Paton was referring to the
Phase Two report, work on
which is due to start next year.

That will assess implementa-
tion, and how the Bahamas is
exchanging tax information in
practice, as well as address
whether this nation has com-
plied with the issues raised in
the Peer One report.

The “principal concern”
raised in that document was the
availability of accounting infor-
mation on Bahamas-incorpo-
rated entities, the OECD report
finding that this nation did not
meet the standards set down.

"The shortcomings in the leg-
islative requirements to retain
accounting records in respect
of International Business Com-
panies, partnerships, authorised
purpose trusts and foundations
are such that this information
may not be available in certain
cases in respect of these enti-
ties and arrangements," the
report said.

"The availability of account-
ing records is an essential com-
ponent of effective exchange of
information (EOI) and the pre-
sent legal and regulatory frame-

work does not meet the stan-
dard in this regard."

The OECD's Global Forum
wants countries to have laws
and regulations in place which
require that "all relevant enti-
ties and arrangements, includ-
ing international business com-
panies, registered private and
foreign-incorporated compa-
nies, authorised purpose trusts
and foundations" keep reliable
accounting records, including
underlying documentation, for
a minimum of five years.

Still, Mr Paton said the
OECD Peer Review report
showed that the Bahamas was
in “good, substantive compli-
ance”, and added of the
accounting record issue: “It’s
not information we are
required to keep. There are so
many other countries not com-
plying with that standard.”

Explaining that he felt the
Bahamas was “in full compli-
ance as far as I’m concerned”,

the former BFSB chairman said
this nation retained the ability
to access any information
required for tax exchange pur-
poses once a correct request
came in through the proper
channels. And, if it was neces-
sary for the Bahamas to legis-
late that all entities incorporat-
ed in this nation maintain
accounting records for at least
five years, Mr Paton suggested
this nation should not mandate
that it be kept in the country.
Doing this, he explained, would
ensure that Bahamas-incorpo-
rated companies based over-
seas, or for whom accounting
services were provided abroad,
would not be unduly burdened.

“The recommendation that
the Bahamas requires account-
ing records be maintained and
kept for a minimum five-year
period does not expressly state
that the information should be
kept in the Bahamas,” Mr
Paton noted. “The Bahamian
authorities have no interest in
the financial records of private
structures, as they are not sub-
ject to taxation in the Bahamas.
Accordingly, the Bahamas
should not be required to legis-
late that this information be
kept in the Bahamas. 

“I have no problem with a
general requirement that the
company/foundation/part-
nerrship/trust keep financial
records for a minimum five
years, but they should be at lib-

erty to keep the records where
they want.”

Outside the narrow confines
of the OECD Peer Review
report, Mr Paton also urged the
Bahamas to monitor any
renewed international pressure
for the automatic disclosure of

tax information. “The big issue
to watch out for is any more
traction being gained on the
automatic disclosure of infor-
mation, which is an avenue as a
jurisdiction we do not want to
go down any time soon,” he
told Tribune Business. Mr

Paton explained that automat-
ic tax information disclosure,
apart from being very expen-
sive and difficult to comply
with, was also likely to further
eradicate the Bahamas’ com-
petitive advantage as an inter-
national financial centre.
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Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

Implementation ‘bigger concern’ with OECD issue

MICHAEL PATON

 



issue was likely to have been
split 50/50 between retail
and institutional investors.

That, he added, repre-
sented a change from the
more normal IPO split,
where institutions tended to
dominate with a 60-70 per
cent share, the balance being
taken by Bahamian retail
investors.

Final figures from the
Commonwealth Brewery
IPO will likely be released
today, but with all the major
institutional investors
accounted for, Mr Ander-
son said: “We’re currently
estimating somewhere
between $50-$51 million.
That’s my best guess at the
moment. It might be slightly
higher.

“That basically means that
Heineken [Commonwealth
Brewery’s 75 per cent

majority shareholder] will
go back to the Government
to meet their offer to sub-
scribe for whatever the dif-
ference is. Around $11-$12
million would be required
for the Government to sub-
scribe to that.” The Gov-
ernment is likely to pick this
up through the National
Insurance Board (NIB).

Mr Anderson said it had
been difficult to predict how
the final days of the IPO,
which closed last Friday,
would go. Up until the final
hours he had been confident
that it might be fully sub-
scribed, but ultimately sev-
eral institutions and high net
worth individuals did not
purchase the sums they had
previously indicated.

“At the end of the day it
did not materialise, but if
two-three investors came in
for the amounts they had
indicated, we would have
been fully subscribed,” he

told Tribune Business. “We
needed some of the bigger
guys to come in for what
they had indicated, and if
they had we’d have been
there.”

“We were a bit disap-
pointed with them not com-
ing up to the levels expect-
ed,” Mr Anderson said of
institutional investors,
adding that the same applied
to several individual
investors who had also
pledged to subscribe for sev-
eral million dollars’ worth
of shares.

“But, by and large, we had
a great reception from the
Bahamian public, and we’re
very happy with the individ-
ual side, but on the institu-
tional side we expected to
get more and are a bit dis-
appointed with the level of
institutional participation.”

Unsure why the level of
promised institutional sup-
port did not materialise, Mr
Anderson said that in order
for an IPO worth $62.5 mil-
lion to be fully subscribed,
institutional investors “have
to step up”.

However, with the “much
higher participation from
the public”, he added: “I’d
venture its close to a 50/50
split in terms of what the
Bahamian public picked up,
as to what institutions have
done. The public seems to
have really got involved and
institutions, for whatever
reason, decided not to come
in.

“We’re still pleased with
the final uptick. We’ve nev-
er seen Bahamian investors
on an individual basis par-
ticipate at this level, so we
see that as a major endorse-
ment of this offering by the
Bahamian public, who
appreciated the offer, the
pricing and dividend yield,
and picked up this invest-
ment.

“We hope the future
bears out their confidence
in this investment, and hope-
fully some people will regret
not participating in this.
We’re very happy, and I
think Commonwealth Brew-
ery are very happy, with the
response to this market
offering.”
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tions the logic” of the
changes to the policy as it
relates to restaurants and
entertainment facilities,
“especially in this time when
the economy has been dam-
aged by mismanagement,
and Bahamians continue to
lose jobs in all areas”.

It said the change, which
will allow foreigners to set
up restaurant and entertain-
ment-related businesses in
the Bahamas as long as they
received Bahamas Invest-
ment Authority approval,
now “puts at risk an entire
industry that was Bahamian
owned”.

On Wednesday, Mr Ingra-
ham announced in Parlia-
ment that the Government
has changed the National
Investment Policy to allow
non-Bahamians to enter into
investments in the restau-
rant and entertainment sec-
tor - where they have tradi-
tionally been restricted to
investing in those facilities
connected to hotels or, in
the case of restaurants, those
that are considered special-
ty “gourmet or ethnic”.

Minister of State for
Finance, Zhivargo Laing,
said the move was made as
the Government seeks "to
increase the depth of the
entertainment and restau-
rant offerings in the coun-
try, so you are more appeal-
ing to the international
clientele that you service”.

"One of the things which
is always noted is that there
are not as many high-end,

quality night restaurants in
our tourism product. We
have some, clearly, but hav-
ing more gives another
opportunity to extract more
spending from people who
come here and want to be
entertained, and to have a
variety of options," Mr
Laing said.

On Thursday, Bahamas
Chamber of Commerce and
Employers Confederation
(BCCEC) chairman,
Khaalis Rolle, said he did
not feel the change was
“necessarily a good idea”,
suggesting that instead more
should be done to get
Bahamians into the restau-
rant and entertainment busi-
ness.

Stunned
In its statement, the PLP

said: “Under a PLP admin-
istration, these were
reserved for Bahamians. We
have no doubt that the
Bahamian people are
stunned at this decision.

“The small and medium-
sized business owners should
be especially alarmed. 

“We believe that many of
the revisions to the National
Investment Policy, done it
appears without consulta-
tion, put at risk many
Bahamian entrepreneurs
and countless more Bahami-
an jobs. 

“We cry shame on the
Government of the
Bahamas for turning their
backs on Bahamians at the
expense of the promotion of
foreign interests.

“The PLP, when we
become the next Govern-
ment of the Bahamas, will
ensure that the Bahamian-
owned restaurant and enter-
tainment businesses are pro-
tected for Bahamians. As we
further develop our tourism

industry, Bahamian business
owners and aspiring entre-
preneurs will be the benefi-
ciaries. We will provide
opportunities for Bahami-
ans to succeed, especially as
it relates to leveraging
opportunities from tourism.”
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The creative work performed on a private banking brochure
for Bank of the Bahamas International (BOB) has received
international accolades from the American and Caribbean
Advertising Federations. The agencies behind the design -
Diane Phillips & Associates in conjunction with marketing
company Electric Villages - took home a 2011 Silver ADDY
Award at this year’s advertising competition.

“I think the true winner of an award like this is our client,”
said Diane Phillips. “We’re proud to have been a part of this
success and to be recognised for our work at this level, which
speaks to the talent and dedication of our team. DP&A would
also like to thank BOB for giving us the creative license to col-
laborate with Electric Villages on this project.”

The ADDY Awards are the advertising industry’s largest and
most represented competition, attracting more than 480
Caribbean entries in the 2011 competition.

The 2011 Silver ADDY was awarded for the Bank of The
Bahamas private banking brochure in the sales kit category.
Other regional winners included LIME for their TV and online
Christmas promotions and Florida-based agency, Merit Mile
Communications, for online, print and radio campaigns. 

“We’re grateful to the entire team for the work and assistance
to materialise the concept that we wanted in this brochure,” said
Dianne Bingham, senior manager of private banking and trust
at Bank of the Bahamas International. 

“The combined efforts of Electric Village and Diane Phillips
& Associates produced material that added an appealing, trop-
ical touch, while conveying the full extent and quality of private
banking services the bank offers. It was deserving of acco-
lades and awards.”

Agency 
wins award

for bank
brochure

PLP pledges to reverse 
restaurant opening up

FROM page 1B
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complying with the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-Oper-
ation and Development’s
(OECD) demands was
becoming “a very costly
issue”, especially the insis-
tence that all Bahamas-incor-
porated entities maintain
accounting records for a min-
imum of five years.

This requirement was the
one area where the OECD’s
Global Forum on Tax Trans-
parency and Information
deemed the Bahamas not to
be in full compliance with its
so-called global standard, but
in meeting these demands the
cost burden was falling dis-
proportionately on this nation
and other small-island inter-
national financial centres, Mr
Smith said.

Urging the Bahamas and
these countries to unite, Mr
Smith told Tribune Business:
“This become a very costly
issue. We are costly already,
and this is going one stage
beyond in terms of the reten-
tion and retaining accounts to
do with compliance.”

The OECD's Global
Forum wants countries to
have laws and regulations in
place which require that "all
relevant entities and arrange-
ments, including internation-
al business companies, regis-
tered private and foreign-
incorporated companies,
authorised purpose trusts and
foundations" keep reliable
accounting records, including
underlying documentation,
for a minimum of five years.

Warning that compliance
on this score “becomes a mat-
ter of recovering costs”, in
urging all international finan-

cial centres to present a unit-
ed front, Mr Smith said:
“You’ll begin to put a price
on all these things. They jump
up, saying: ‘This will be good,
that’ll be good.’ It’s costing
someone, but not them.

“We’re paying not just in
terms of operational costs but
job losses, because of the little
to no growth.”

Concerns
And, responding to con-

cerns raised in the OECD
Peer Review report about dis-
crepancies between the Tax
Information Exchange Agree-
ment (TIEA) signed with the
US and other similar agree-
ments concluded by the
Bahamas, Mr Smith again
urged this nation to stand
firm.

Pointing out that the
Bahamas-US TIEA was
negotiated between two sov-
ereign nations, and was there-
fore nobody else’s business,
he added: “It’s the same rush
to make all countries do the
same thing that creates the
same problem. We should
start trying to hold our ground
on this, unless we allow them
to do the negotiations for us
in the future.”

The former finance minis-
ter also questioned what the
Bahamas’ long-term strategy
was in continuing to expand
its TIEA network, which is
set to grow from the current
24 to a possible 42 in the near
future - a 75 per cent growth.

“It’s becoming a numbers
game,” he added. “What’s the
end game? It’s not enough to
be signing agreements willy
nilly to say we’re signing more
than you. There’s got to be
some method to the mad-

ness.”
Mr Smith again reiterated

the long-held view that the
initiatives launched more than
a decade ago by the OECD
and its peers had, as their
underlying goal, the objective
of driving the Bahamas and
similar jurisdictions out of the
financial services business or,
at the very least, marginalising
them and blunting their com-
petitive edge.

Warning that the Bahamas
may “have to find a new type
of business” to survive, given
that the distinction between
so-called offshore and
onshore centres continued to
break down, the former
finance minister suggested
that this nation was being
“encouraged to do something
that weakens us or [makes us]
less competitive against the
onshore centres”.

“Ever since the OECD
push started, I think the
Bahamas has moved assidu-
ously to be compliant,” Mr
Smith said. “Many in the
[financial services] field are
of the view of two things.
One, that we did not get suf-
ficient credit for the improve-
ments made, and the other
aspect is that we may be over-
compliant......”

The notion that it was easi-
er to open a bank account in
Miami than in the Bahamas
persisted, Mr Smith said. “It’s
testimony to the increased
vigilance of the sector and
international compliance, but
serious concerns are being
raised about the extent to
which normal business itself
becomes undermined by
overzealous regulations,” he
added.

“We’ll have to continue to
stay above the radar.”

‘Cost recovery’ urged 
on OECD account demand
FROM page 1B

 



requirements.
In an affidavit submitted by

one of Kelly’s (Freeport)
attorneys, it was alleged that
bonded goods sales, which
had accounted for 69 per cent
of total sales, slipped to
around 50 per cent after Cus-
toms started making its
demands.

And, if Kelly’s (Freeport)
“were to provide a copy of
every invoice related to the
sale of goods in bond that
would amount to some 40,000
invoices per month,” the affi-
davit alleged. “This would
obviously be an onerous and
expensive undertaking.”

Mr Smith yesterday said
Kelly’s (Freeport) would
apply to the Court of Appeal
for leave to appeal Justice
Longley’s decision, and was
inviting Customs to maintain
its previous undertaking that
it would not interfere with the
company’s business if it did
not submit monthly bonded
good sales reports in the
meantime. If the undertaking
did not continue, Mr Smith
hinted he would apply to the
Supreme Court for “an urgent
stay”.

“This is a matter of general
importance to all licencees,”
Mr Smith told Tribune Busi-
ness. “It is not a matter that is

going to go away. It is a mat-
ter of great public importance
to commerce in Freeport.

“It continues to require
judicial determination. It is
not as if dismissal of this case
will cause the issue to evapo-
rate. Unfortunately, there has
been no decision on the mer-
its, whether or not the report-
ing requirement is or is not
lawful, so licencees in
Freeport remain in limbo.”

Pointing out that Kelly’s
(Freeport), and GBPA
licencees in general, were
merely “seeking to protect
their rights”, Mr Smith said
his client had been “harassed”
by Customs over the monthly
bonded goods sales report
issue.

“If history is any teacher,
Kelly’s fears that behaviour
will simply be repeated,” Mr
Smith added. “Kelly’s is not
giving up, and this issue will
have to be determined one
way or the other. It’s just not
going away. 

“Licencees of the Port
Authority have rights, and
these new purported regula-
tions by Customs continue to
be contrary to the provisions
of the Hawksbill Creek
Agreement, and a court is
going to have to deal with
this.”

Customs and the Attorney
General’s Office successfully
applied for the Judicial

Review action to be dismissed
on the basis that Kelly’s
(Freeport’s) attorneys failed
to file the Notice of Motion
for the action, having been
given leave to file for Judicial
Review, within the prescribed
timeframe.

Regulation
They had also produced a

regulation stemming from the
Customs Management Act
2009 amendments, requiring
GBPA licencees to provide a
statutory declaration on over-
the-counter bonded goods
sales, as a “complete answer”
to the Judicial Review action.

Justice Longley ruled that
the four-month delay in filing
the Notice of Motion was
“totally unacceptable and
should not be condoned”,
especially in light of Customs’
undertaking, even though the
latter had not been “preju-
diced” by the delay. As a
result, the Judicial Review
action was dismissed.

“While I accept that this is a
matter of public importance, I
cannot ignore the fact there
is a legal provision that
appears to give to the Comp-
troller the lawful authority to
make the pivotal decision that
is the subject of the applica-
tion and insist on compliance
with the administrative
request made of [Kelly’s],”
Justice Longley added.

“Whether the amendment

goes as far as the Comptroller
alleges is not for me to decide
on this application. Nor can I
say that the applicant would
succeed on a challenge to the
law.”

While the Customs Man-
agement Act regulation and
amendment had not been put
before the court, Justice Lon-
gley said that if it had been,
Kelly’s (Freeport) “would
have been hard pressed to
convince the court that it
could make out a prima facie
or an arguable case for leave
to be granted on the basis that
the decision of the Comptrol-
ler was illegal, even against
the backdrop of the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement, which con-
fers certain third party bene-
fits upon licencees of the
Grand Bahama Port Author-
ity or that it was made in con-
travention of the provisions
of the Customs Management
Act. On the contrary, there is
a presumption that the law is
valid and constitutional”.

While Kelly’s (Freeport)
was “very disappointed at this
turn of events”, having
brought an “extremely meri-
torious case” before the
courts, Mr Smith added: “It
is extremely unfortunate that
my firm’s error in failing to
file the motion has caused this
disruption in the determina-
tion of Kelly’s rights by the
courts. It is obviously some-
thing my firm is working dili-
gently to remedy.”
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basis. However, Rita Marley
yesterday said the family has
“cancelled” that move and will
instead re-open the resort itself
on May 11, the anniversary of
Bob Marley’s death in 1981.

“We had interested persons
coming in, but then we decided
to hold on to it for a while to
see if we can stand on our feet
again. We have had that prop-
erty in the family for over 30
years and there’s a lot of senti-
mental value to the family.
That’s where the kids grew up,
that was our vacation home,
and we love the Bahamas and
the Bahamian people,” said
Mrs Marley.

The resort has been closed
since September 2010, when it
was announced that it was shut-
ting down for six weeks for ren-
ovations and restructuring. 

The closure came after
Stephanie Marley revealed to
this newspaper in April 2010
that the 16-room resort had suf-
fered substantial losses during
the two years it had been in
operation under the family’s
management, with she and her
mother “never having made a
penny” from it.

Complaints abounded last
year from staff about delayed
salary payments, which Ms
Marley ultimately put down to
the resort’s troubled financial

position, and said she would
not pay staff who were creat-
ing “inefficiencies”.

However, some sources close
to the resort suggested that its
troubles ran deeper, with man-
agement decisions made by the
family itself responsible for
much of its woes.

Yesterday, Rita Marley told
Tribune Business in an inter-
view from her west Nassau
home that the family “made
mistakes and has learned from
those mistakes” in relation to
the property.

“The resort will be re-open-
ing by the grace of God and
with help from others, and we
are really looking forward to
doing that. It is in demand -
people keep coming every day
asking for food and rooms,” she
said. When it comes on to the
market again, the property will
have a new addition - a five
bedroom beach house which
has been renovated, and will
be sold to those planning wed-
dings, special meetings and
family trips.

As for hiring of staff to man
the resort - there were previ-
ously between 25 and 40
employees on property - Mrs
Marley said the family plans to
“keep things minimal” in this
regard, claiming that over-
staffing was one reason the
property ran into issues before.

“We overspent before, so

now it is a matter of the fewer
the better. We want people
with dual abilities. We will ini-
tially look at taking on four or
five staff, along with a manager
and an accountant,” she said.

However, while the Marleys
are optimistic about the
prospects for turning around
the resort, one senior tourism
executive who declined to be
named suggested the family
may have been better off stay-
ing away from direct involve-
ment with the resort.

“Short of selling the proper-
ty, contract management is
probably their best option. The
Marley’s did a wonderful job
creating a beautiful property,
but have struggled on the man-
agement side, and the best
chance of success for the prop-
erty lies with securing an expe-
rienced operator and letting
them do their work without
interference. 

“Since they closed last fall
they have tried to find a man-
ager who would be able to
work in the old arrangement.
Those with good skills have
shied away from taking the
position, feeling there would be
too much interference from the
owners,” said the industry exec-
utive. Another source with
knowledge of the resort’s oper-
ations questioned the sugges-
tion that so few staff would be
engaged to run the property.

“They can’t be serious. The
place has a spa, a restaurant, a
bar, a juice bar, a boutique, 16
rooms, pools, grounds, mainte-
nance...the least amount of staff
they had at any one time was
25, and the cashiers were quite
annoyed when they had to be
waiters,” said the source.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.19 1.19 0.00 0.123 0.040 9.7 3.36%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
6.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.00 6.50 0.50 3,200 0.153 0.100 42.5 1.54%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.168 0.090 16.1 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.40 8.69 Cable Bahamas 8.75 8.75 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.54%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 1.031 0.040 2.5 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.96 6.96 0.00 4,000 0.488 0.260 14.3 3.74%
2.86 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.05 2.07 0.02 0.111 0.045 18.6 2.17%
2.54 1.40 Doctor's Hospital 1.40 1.40 0.00 0.107 0.110 13.1 7.86%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 4.75 4.75 0.00 0.357 0.240 13.3 5.05%
9.10 5.65 Finco 6.78 6.78 0.00 0.682 0.000 9.9 0.00%
11.40 8.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.76 8.76 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.7 4.00%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 5.50 5.50 0.00 0.452 0.160 12.2 2.91%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk Hi 52wk Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

MONDAY, 18 APRIL 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,440.10 | CHG 4.06 | %CHG 0.28 | YTD -59.41 | YTD % -3.96

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5487 1.4525 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5487 1.48% 6.06% 1.526164
2.9814 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9814 1.15% 2.40% 2.947425
1.5920 1.5141 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5920 1.14% 4.53% 1.574964
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7049 -0.56% -15.54%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
115.7622 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 115.7622 9.58% 9.58% 114.368369
111.4697 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 111.4697 11.32% 11.32% 106.552835
1.1465 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1465 5.20% 5.20%
1.1185 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1185 4.73% 4.73%
1.1491 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1491 5.35% 5.35%
9.9952 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9952 1.51% 6.08%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.2173 1.50% 6.41%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.4288 4.03% 4.29%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.5559 1.88% 8.41%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

109.392860
100.183340

31-Dec-10

31-Dec-10

NAV 6MTH
1.505557
2.918697
1.555464

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11
1-Apr-11

31-Jan-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Mar-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10

The National Insurance Board invites suitably qualified businesses to tender for the
contract to operate the cafeteria of  the National Insurance Board’s Head Office, Clifford
Darling Complex, Baillou Hill Road.

The following REQUIREMENTS must be met:

1. Tenders must be licensed with the proper licensing authorities.

2. Tenders must meet all the requirements of the Ministry of  Health  and other relevant
agencies related to food services.

3. Tenders must be able to provide food for 100 or more persons daily.

4. All National Insurance contributions should be paid up to date.

Interested  tenders may collect a  Bid Application from the Director’s Office, at the
National Insurance Board’s Head Office, Clifford Darling Complex, Baillou Hill Road,
and submit the same on or before Friday, April 29, 2011, at 1:00 p.m. Tenders are
asked to submit their bids in a sealed envelope, marked “Bid for Cafeteria,” and
addressed to:

The Cafeteria Committee
THE NATIONAL INSURANCE BOARD

Clifford Darling Complex
Baillou Hill Road
Nassau, Bahamas

TTTTThe Nhe Nhe Nhe Nhe Naaaaatttttioioioioionnnnnaaaaal Il Il Il Il Innnnnsssssuuuuurrrrraaaaancncncncnce Be Be Be Be Boooooaaaaarrrrrddddd
of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas

TTTTTeeeeendendendendender for for for for for Cr Cr Cr Cr Cafetafetafetafetafeteeeeerrrrria Opia Opia Opia Opia Opeeeeerrrrraaaaatttttioioioioionnnnnsssss

WANTED
CARDIOTHORACIC/

VASCULAR
SURGEON
Experience:

-10 YEARS
-PEDIATRICS

CALL
242-326-2346

The consultation process is not yet completed
and no date will be set for implementation
until the bank has concluded this process as per
the governing collective labour agreements
and in accordance with the labour laws of the
Bahamas.”

Yesterday, Labour Minister Dion Foulkes
confirmed that the Department of Labour had
received word from FirstCaribbean on the
same evening that they would be letting go
“up to 20 people” as they “reorganise, restruc-
ture and look at their manpower needs in var-
ious departments”.

Mr Foulkes said he “impressed upon them
the necessity to make sure to comply with

their union agreements and also with all of
the labour laws”.

Later, he said confirmation was provided
by the bank that a final decision was made
that 19 people would be let go.

Mr Foulkes said no indication was provided
of which departments would be affected. How-
ever, he said the bank suggested it is possible
some of those released may ultimately be “re-
deployed” into other areas of the bank’s oper-
ations. Theresa Mortimer, president of the
Bahamas Financial Services Union which rep-
resents 428 FirstCaribbean line staff, told Tri-
bune Business yesterday that any termination
of its members from the bank would be in
contravention of the union’s agreement since
it was not discussed with the BFSU ahead of

time. Mrs Mortimer revealed that on Mon-
day she walked out of a meeting with the
bank’s executives, including Marie Iton, the
bank’s director of industrial and employee
relations, who is normally based in Trinidad,
after only 15 minutes because she was dissat-
isfied with what she said was a lack of infor-
mation “brought to the table” by the bank
regarding its plans for employees.

She said that up to yesterday she had yet to
hear back from the bank and had not been
advised of any lay-offs.

“We were supposed to have a meeting on
Monday to discuss the bank’s financials and
the way forward, but the bank came to table
with nothing in their hand so the BFSU left the
meeting. We were waiting to hear from them

and hear the way forward because they did
not come with anything in writing,” Mrs Mor-
timer said. “We asked for structures and infor-
mation and how it will affect others. They
can’t just say they don’t know. I told them
when they had information together it would
be business as normal and then we would go
forward.”

The union president said the bank is dealing
with the matter “as if there is no union” and it
“does not realise that sometimes union agree-
ments supercede the labour laws”.

Given that the union is of the view that they
were not consulted, any lay-offs would be “a
breach of our collective agreement and part-
nership agreement, and steps will be taken”,
said Mrs Mortimer.

FirstCaribbean set to lay-off 19
FROM page 1B

MARLEYS BACK OFF RESORT OUTSOURCE
FROM page 1B
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CHRIS KAHN,
AP Energy Writer
NEW YORK 

Oil settled above $111 per
barrel Wednesday as the dol-
lar weakened and the govern-
ment reported an unexpected
drop in U.S. crude supplies.

Benchmark West Texas
Intermediate oil for June deliv-
ery gained $3.17 to settle at
$111.45 per barrel on the New
York Mercantile Exchange.

Oil has increased 20 percent
since the beginning of the year
as investors anticipated rising
global demand and unrest in
North Africa and the Middle
East threatened oil fields and
shipping lanes vital to world
supply.

In London, Brent crude rose
$2.52 to settle at $123.85 per
barrel on the ICE Futures
exchange.

The surge in oil had cooled
recently as industry groups
monitored the effect of higher
prices on petroleum demand
and the global economy. The
International Energy Agency,
OPEC and others have said
that they see signs that con-
sumers are using less fuel as
prices rise. In the U.S., retail
surveys by MasterCard Spend-
ingPulse indicate that motorists
have cut back on gasoline pur-
chases for the past seven weeks.

Oil rose Wednesday as the
dollar lost ground to the euro,
the British pound and other
major currencies. The dollar
has been sliding since Standard
& Poor's downgraded its out-
look for U.S. debt earlier this
week. Oil, which is priced in
dollars, tends to rise as the dol-
lar falls. That makes crude con-
tracts cheaper for investors
holding foreign currency.

The Energy Information
Administration reported that

U.S. oil supplies unexpectedly
shrank by 2.3 million barrels
last week. Analysts expected
an increase of 1.6 million bar-
rels. At least some of the
decline occurred because
refineries used more crude to
produce gasoline and other
products, while crude imports
declined.

Imports
"The decline in imports sug-

gests refiners were unwilling to
bring in higher-priced foreign
barrels," said Platts senior oil
analyst Linda Rafield.

EIA also reported that gaso-
line supplies fell by 1.6 million
barrels last week. Some ana-
lysts have pointed to falling sup-
plies as a sign that U.S. demand
is holding steady. Yet Andrew
Lipow, President of Lipow Oil
Associates in Houston, said the
drop in gasoline supplies may
have more to do with many
refineries along the East Coast
being on hold for routine main-
tenance and other issues.

EIA data show that gasoline

demand has dropped for the
past three weeks, when com-
pared with levels from a year
ago. Gasoline pump prices keep
rising nevertheless. The nation-
al average increased slightly on
Wednesday to $3.837 per gallon
($1.01 a liter), according to
AAA, Wright Express and Oil
Price Information Service. A
gallon of regular is 97.8 cents
higher than a year ago.

Fred Rozell, the retail pricing
director at OPIS, said pump
prices should increase a little
more this summer as refineries
switch to summer gasoline
blends that are more expensive
to produce.

Summer blends already
account for roughly 80 percent
of the gasoline sold, Rozell said.
The rest will be at the pumps in
the next several weeks. In oth-
er Nymex trading for May con-
tracts, heating oil added 6.29
cents to settle at $3.2214 per
gallon and gasoline futures
increased 4.42 cents to settle at
$3.2773 per gallon. Natural gas
gained 4.8 cents to settle at
$4.310 per 1,000 cubic feet.

Oil settles above
$111 per barrel 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
DOW EDGES UP: Traders exchange oil options, Thursday, March
24, 2011, at the New York Mercantile Exchange.

 



updated software, either on
their own or through software
training programs. If you are
unable to attend school or do
an apprenticeship, I would rec-
ommend online tutorials. Learn
software such as Adobe Pho-
toshop, Adobe Illustrator,
InDesign, Coreldraw or
Dreamweaver, but learn the
fundamentals before starting.   

Most software has the same
principles and structure at
work, but they can all have a
different slant. There are actu-
ally no rules in graphic design,
merely guidelines, so just
because you received a degree
in web design, it doesn’t mean
that you can't change your
mind and become a 3-D artist.
With graphic design, your
future is entirely dependent
upon your ability to fulfill com-
panies’ requirements. 

Many talented individuals
are attracted to careers as
graphic designers, but those
with a bachelor’s degree and
knowledge of computer design
software, particularly those with
website design and animation
experience, will have the best
opportunities. 

Short-term certificate pro-
grams are a good start, but
don't expect high-end jobs right
away.

However, expect an entry
level position that requires
working your way up. There is
nothing wrong with this
approach, but a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree is often a
more in-depth base to work
from. 

Where do Graphic designers
work? 

Many people are of the view
that graphic designers are
employed at communications
firms or design agencies only,
but design jobs are found in all
sectors of business. In a small
‘Mom and Pop’ business, a
graphic designer’s duties might
be limited to designing flyers,
pamphlets, product catalogs
and advertisements. Subse-
quently, a graphic designer in a
large company normally meets
with department heads or
clients, and will also often con-
sult with printers or publishers
to identify the best choice of
paper cover stocks and print-
ing processes.  

Here are the main places
where graphic designers are
employed: 

Advertising Agencies create
images and advertisements, and
sell products and/or services to
consumers, influencing the pub-
lic.  

Print Markets: Newspapers
and magazines hire graphic

designers for page layouts of
publications and classical ads. 

Book publishers: The graph-
ic designer's job is to design
eye-catching book covers that
influence potential buyers to
purchase books.  

In House Graphic Designers:
Many large companies and
organisations will hire in-house
graphic designers to design
newsletters, brochures, logos,
web sites and other visual mate-
rial. Having in-house graphic
designers saves the company
money as it alleviates employ-
ing an outside advertising
agency. 

Teaching: Public schools, uni-
versities, community colleges
and technical schools seek
experienced graphic designers
to teach graphic design.  

Freelancing: Graphic design-
ers always have the option of
self-employment. Designers
that possess an entrepreneur-
ial spirit can start small busi-
nesses and advertise in their
local area or on the Internet.

The demand for graphic
designers should increase due
to the rapidly expanding mar-
ket for Web-based information
and expansion of the video
entertainment market, includ-

ing television, movies and video
made-for-Internet outlets.
Graphic designers with website
design and animation experi-
ence will be pareticularly need-
ed, as the demand for design
projects increases among inter-
active media websites, video
games, cellular telephones, per-
sonal digital assistants (PDAs)
and other technology. 

Why should aspiring design-
ers care about all this? The type
of graphic design education
choices made will assist in deci-
sion making. For instance, you
may wish to learn more about
programming languages such
as Javascript and HTML, which
can aid in building a computer
program interface. Likewise, if
you plan to work for a large
advertising agency, you might
choose a curriculum that focus-
es on fine arts as opposed to
computer programming or
interactive design. 

It is good to know Photo-
shop, Illustrator, InDesign and
Flash, but it is more important
that you know more about art,
photography and illustration.
Having an extensive educa-
tional and technical book col-
lection is always essential to
learning and increasing knowl-
edge. Read design-related
blogs. I can’t express the
rewards from reading other
great designers’ blogs. The web
is an invaluable resource of

information, so take advantage
of it. Be active in your design
community: Not only does it
keep you up-to-date, but is also
great for feedback and critique. 

Attend lectures given by oth-
er designers speaking at local
schools or seminars, which is a
great way to network with oth-
er designers. I know it’s hard
to admit you might not be the
smartest geek on the block, but
networking with designers of
higher skill levels will enhance
growth. When in doubt, don’t
be afraid to ask for assistance -
I do it all the time. When trav-
elling, I’ve always found myself

wondering around an art muse-
um, as exploring new cultures
and artwork opens the mind to
an entire new world.

As with every career, there
are several downsides to being
a member of the graphic family.
If you freelance, unless you
market yourself, your work
opportunities will be limited.
But be mindful of your worth,
as you can easily undersell
yourself by doing far too much
work for far too little pay.
Throughout my career, I was
determined not to grow stag-
nant but, instead, develop with
time, which has helped to boost

my creativity, problem solving
and analytical skills towards
becoming a better designer.
Graphic design is everywhere.
Look at the world around you -
from newsletters to box pack-
aging designs - while also touch-
ing the print and online media
world on a daily basis. 

One must remember that in
this field there is a great deal of
competition, but the key to
landing a gig is not giving up
on yourself or taking no for an
answer. This career field, while
exciting, can be challenging. 

While it takes natural talent,
success requires dedication and
persistence as well. 

Chase what matters and have
fun exploring.

So, until we meet again,
have fun, enjoy life and stay on
top of your game. 

NB: The author welcomes
feedback at deedee2111@hot-
mail.com
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ATLANTIC MEDICAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue, P.O. Box SS-5915, Nassau Tel. 326-8191

Suite 5, Jasmine Corporate Center, East Sunrise Highway, P.O. Box F-42655, Freeport Tel. 351-3960
A member of Colonial Group International: Insurance, Health, Pensions, Life

Atlantic Medical has made lasting partnerships

with customers, why?

When we receive your premium, we deliver the best health

care at the best possible price. From excellent maternity

benefits to catastrophic care in hospitals recognised as world

centres of excellence, we have delivered the care and

service you deserve.That’s why customers who join Atlantic

Medical rarely leave.

Maternity wellness and clinical case management programme

Competitive premiums

Stop loss protection for overseas care (and out of network)

Pharmacy benefits at home and overseas

Lower than market average premium increases

Call 326-8191(Nassau) or 351-3960 (Freeport)
or visit www.cgigroup.bm

Colonial Group International is
rated A-(Excellent) by AM Best.

PremierHealthOver the years, many new arrivals
have become long term friends.

Designing the perfect career
FROM page 2B

THE ART OF GRAPHIX
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A C T S . 1 2 : 1 Now about that time
H e rod the king stretched forth his
hands to vex certain of the churc h . :
2. And he killed James the bro t h e r
of John with the sword . : 3. And
because he saw it pleased the Jews,
he proceeded further to take Peter
also. (Then were the days of unleav -
ened bread.). : 4. And when he had
a p p rehended him, he put him in
prison, and delivered him to four
q u a t e rnions of soldiers to keep him;
intending after Easter to bring him
f o rth to the people.

As much as we love to celebrate
Easter and excite our children with
the colourful Easter egg hunt; it’s
time that we tell / teach our childre n
the truth.  Then again, we can only
teach that which we know or have
been taught.  Let’s take a few
moments and follow the Easter trail.

Easter was named after “Eostre ”
(a.k.a. Eastre). She was the gre a t
goddess of the Saxon people in
n o rt h e rn Europe. Similarly the
Teutonic dawn goddess of fert i l i t y
was known variously as (Ostare ,
Ostara, Ostern, Eostra, Eostre ,
E o s t u r, Eastra, Eastur, Austron and
Ausos. Her name came from the
ancient word for spring “Eastre ” .

Similar goddess were known by
other names in the ancient culture s
a round the Mediterranean and were
celebrated in the springtime, some

w e re: Aphrodite - from ancient
C y p rus, Ashtoreth - from ancient
Israel, Astarte - from ancient
G reece, Demeter – from ancient
Mycenae, Hathor – from ancient
Egypt, Ishtar – from ancient Assyria
Kali – from ancient India Ostara – a
norse goddess of fert i l i t y.

An alternative explanation has
also been suggested. The name given
by the Frankish church to Ya h s h u a
M e s s i a h ’s (a.k.a. Jesus) re s u rre c t i o n
festival included the Latin word
“ A l b a ” which means: “WHITE”.
This was re f e rence to the white
robes that were worn during the fes-
tivals. 

“ A l b a ” also means: “SUNRISE”
when the name of the festival was
translated into German, the
“Sunrise” meaning was selected in
e rror; this became “Ostern” in
G e rman.   Ostern has been pro p o s e d
as the origin of the word Easter.

The origin of the Easter bunny

What about Easter, the
Bunny and the Egg?

PASTOR
MATTHEW
ALLEN

SEE page 16
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The Easter Experience
THE Easter Vigil is a serv i c e

that is full of drama. It is a time
when all of the symbols of our
faith come alive with new mean-
ing. 

We arrive in the dark to revel in
the element of surprise. We watch
and wait for our personal experi-
ence of the well known fact that
God is doing a new thing. Just as
the bulbs send forth shoots, and
eggs crack open on their sched-
ules, so will lights appear in the
darkened church with its hidden
b e a u t y, when God is re a d y.

On one level we are dealing
with ancient history, while on
another we are encouraged to
allow it to re p resent our times of
personal darkness. There are
times when we feel “kept in the
dark,” watching and waiting for
our bre a k t h rough. We have to
hold on with all of our might in
o rder to hold out to the end. It
may be a time of testing or of
training, or a time of spiritual war-
f a re when God is fighting our bat-
tle for us.

Sometimes it is a time of dor-
m a n c y, to be quiet and rest, the
calm before the storm. At other
times it is a matter of being
refined as we examine ourselves,
our motives, our innerm o s t
thoughts and feelings. No matter
what the purpose, this darkness
does not mean destruction, aban-
donment, or rejection by God
because Jesus Christ went
t h rough that on Good Friday for
u s .

Easter means hope in the face
of life’s mystery. The lighting of
the new fire at the church is to
inflame us with new hope, and to

remind us that the light of Christ’s
g l o ry shines on us and in us to
purify our minds. The Paschal
Candle or the Easter candle will
b u rn until Pentecost when we re -
live the personal encounter of our
L o rd ’s disciples with the powerf u l
p resence of the Holy Spirit com-
ing upon each one of them. In this
season, our joy enables us to
become Easter candles ourselves.

Sometimes it takes being in
g reat darkness for us to long for
light. Pray for God to light a new
f i re in the darkness of your heart .
If you have not had your personal
Easter experience, ask God to
touch you, and call your
n a m e . Ask the Lord to re v e a l
Himself to you in some way.

Seek the Lord, hunger after
right living. Ask for the power of
the Holy Spirit to be released in
you, knock on the door of the
Holy Scripture, invite truth to
d i rect you. Then tell what you
k n o w, and show your gratitude in
s e rv i c e .

God is faithful. Our Easter
experience confirms that God is
faithful to the promise to save us.
Put all your trust in this faithful
God. Walk with a new hope, and a
new faith, with a new fire burn i n g
in your heart. Let your Easter
experience quietly strengthen you
until the re-kindling of the Easter
f i re next year.

REV. ANGELA
C BOSFIELD
PALACIOUS

MEDITATION

The church’s Mission Services under the theme
“Rekindling the Power,” will take place on
Wednesday April 27 and Thursday April 28 at
7pm. Missioner will be Bishop Claude Berkley.
The Church will also celebrate its patronal fes-
tival on Sunday May 1 at 3.30 pm. Bishop
Claude Berkley will deliver the sermon.

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
MISSION AND  PATRONAL SERVICES 2011



CLARITY is defined as the state
or quality of being clear or transpar-
ent to the eye or to the understand-
ing of someone. It is interesting to
know that according to the books of
Proverbs, wisdom is the principle
thing. However, it does not end
there; it goes on to read that in all
our receiving of wisdom we must
simultaneously acquire understand-
ing.

In reading this particular scrip-
ture I was coerced by my mind to
really consider what was being said
to me. In the course of pondering
that thought, I concluded that wis-
dom is entirely diff e rent fro m
understanding, quite obvious right?
Nonetheless, having wisdom about
anything without an understanding
of it creates confusion.

So, the question could be asked,
what is the difference between wis-
dom and understanding in our quest
to achieve clarity? And why are
both needed to make sound judg-
ments, decisions and the ability to
decipher the fullness of confusing
and perplexing areas of our lives?
Well wisdom in its simplest form is
possessing knowledge to discern
between right and wrong or good
and bad. On the other hand under-
standing, again in its condensed
form comprehends how something
works, operates or functions.

Well, what does this have to do
with clarity you may ask? It has
e v e rything to do with clarity,
because none can operate inde-
pendent of itself. Together both
should be used in unison to bring
about the fullness, or as we would
say the bigger picture of any and all
situations.

As Christians, we for the most
part become unclear as to what is
going on in our lives concerning
t roubling matters. In part i c u l a r
those stubborn, persistent and repe-
titious negative occurrences that
makes absolutely no sense. An
example of this would be you're
faithful in the paying of your tithe
and offerings, however it is clear
you've plunged more into debt than
prior to your off e rt o ry commit-
ment. Another example, God made
it clear to you that this is the
man/woman you were suppose to
marry, it has also been confirmed by
faithful and sound people of God,
but at present it appears as if this
person was specifically assigned by
Satan to drive you completely crazy.

What about that job you've
prayed and fasted for, it finally
came through, but you're treated on
that job like something stuck at the
bottom of someone's shoe. What

about that house or business that
you've been tithing from not to
mention the countless prayers con-
c e rning that house or business.
However none of that stopped it
from being posted in the local daily
for foreclosure because the funds
weren't there to sustain it.

At this point, I think most of you
would agree that, it would be insane
not to ask the question, “God are
you playing a game with me”? Or
“God where are you in all of this”.
A more common statement by
Christians would be, GOD I NEED
CLARITY!

Jeremiah, the prophet of God, in
the book of Jeremiah 29, wrote a
letter unto the residue of the elders,
and to the priest, the prophets and
to all Israel whom Nebuchadnezzar
had carried away captive fro m
Jerusalem to Babylon. In this letter
he explained that it was God that
was allowing this to happen. Also
that they should begin building
houses, planting gardens, exchang-
ing marriage vows and not only seek
the peace of that city but pray to
God that the city will have peace so
that they would be at peace. To add
insult to injury, God further declares
through the writings of Jeremiah,
that they will inhabit that land for
seventy years. Anyone that prophe-
sies or speaks of visions or dreams
that are contrary to the seventy
years of captivity that God has
o rdained has prophesied and
dreamed falsely.

I am certain prior to Jeremiah's
letter the people of Israel must have
wondered how could this be. How
could God allow a heathen nation,
which doesn't even recognise him,
to up root his people from a land
that he's given them? In addition,
they are now under the leadership
of a heathen king. At this point we
can conclude that they definitely
needed clarity because it seemed as
if God had forsaken them. So in
essence they possessed the wisdom
that they were being held captive by
Babylon, but prior to the letter they
had no understanding, which I am
sure, brought them to the point of
confusion.

Jeremiah's letter brought about
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I need clarity!
KEVIN 
EWING

SEE page 16
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and egg began in Germany in the 1500’s ;
w h e re the children were told that if they
w e re good, the hare / bunny would bring
them eggs on Easter. Through paganism
and other religions, the concept of Easter,
the Bunny and the Egg has worked its way
into the church in such a subtle way that if
it was possible even God’s very elect would
be deceived. 

The Easter bunny is very interesting and
is one the oldest symbols of spring.
Because of the spring season when the
plants and flowers are re s t o red and as new
life sprung forth, religion and paganism for
centuries have been trying to water down
the re s u rrection of Yahshua Messiah
(a.k.a. Jesus Christ) by accepting the
Easter traditions and concepts.  

H o s e a . 4 : 6. My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee,
that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I
will also forget thy childre n .

This is one of the most quoted scripture s
among the body of Christ today and yet
believers are still being destroyed as they
refused to get knowledge of the God of
Israel whom they serve. Throughout the
Bible, Yahweh warned His people about
accepting foreign gods and their customs.
The pagan worship and festivals have been
so systematically ingrained into the churc h
over the years, to the point that whenever
the Holy Spirit begins to expose this type
of worship and celebrated festivals days;
the anti-Christ spirit that’s steeped in the
religious church would come hard against
such exposure. 

This is one of the aims and objectives of
paganism; which is to work its way into the
body of Christ which will eventually bring
about a division among the believers, as
paganism seeks to take away or dilute the
re v e rence of God’s Holy days and institute
its holidays and festivals.  It’s time for the
t rue sons and daughters of The Most High
God ('elyown, el-yone';) to stand up and
speak out.  

The Apostle Paul knew what his spiritu-
al son Timothy had to deal with as it
relates to religion, tradition and paganism.
T h e re f o re he admonished him as follows:
2 Timothy 2: 15 Study to show thyself
a p p roved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of tru t h .

L e t ’s stop the religious madness and
begin to teach our children the truth about
the Lord ’s Passover, the sacrificial Lamb
f rom Exodus straight through to the New
Testament. 

Religion has today’s church stuck with
its annual messages “The Five Last
Sayings of Jesus”    Relationship is saying
H e ’s not dead, He’s still speaking.  “ He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churc h e s ”

• For questions or comments contact us via
E-mails: pastormallen@yahoo.com or
kmfci@live.com or Ph.1-242-441-2021
Pastors Matthew & Brendalee Allen Kingdom
Minded Fellowship Center Int’l.

Easter
FROM page 13

Why is Good Friday
referred to as "good"?
This is a question that

must have surely clicked in your
mind at some point in time. Out of
52 Fridays in a year, is it not
amazing that only one of them
carries the word "good" as a prefix
to it? 

Nothing that happened to Jesus on that
day can described  as good, so why would
we classify the torture and death of our
Lord and Saviour as" good?

We are given the answer by the
Prophet Isaiah when he stated that "He
was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for
our sins. He was beaten so we could be
whole. He was whipped so we could be
healed. All of us, like sheep, have strayed
away. We have left God's path to follow
our own. Yet the Lord laid on him the
sins of us all." (Isa 53:5-6, NLT). 

In other words, we are by our nature
defiant against God and because of this,
we were destined to spend eternity apart
from him. But he made a way for that not
to happen.

He sent his Son, Jesus, to live a perfect
life in our place and suffer the death that
we deserved. Because of this, we are not

ashamed of the cross.
For it was God's predestined plan to

bring us back to him. By repentance and
faith in Jesus Christ we are now recon-
ciled to God and can live in peace know-
ing that we have been saved from God's
lawful justice. For this reason, we can cel-
ebrate the cross and understand why
something that was  physically "bad" for
Jesus Christ became as spiritual "good"
to us as believers. 

"Good Friday" can best be summed up
like so many of the great spiritual  truths.
It is a paradox, a contradiction that just
happens to be true like, "You shall find
yourself by losing yourself." Or "Less is
m o re." Or "The only way  to have
enough is to learn to give it away." These
sayings are never things we can entirely
grasp, but sometimes they take hold of us
and when they do, it transforms us forev-
er.

Join Bishop VG Clarke and the
C a l v a ry Deliverance Church Family,
Good Friday April 22, at 10 am for a time
of intimate worship, powerful devotion,
prayer and reflection, and the opportuni-
ty to partake in the seven last sayings of
Jesus. There will also be special ministry
by CDC Mass Choir, Little Saints in
Praise, CDC Fine Arts ministry and many
others. You will certainly be blessed as we

celebrate the "good" in Good Friday.
Speakers for the event will include: 
Pastor Mark Barrett
Pastor Ricardo Clarke
Pastor Albert Campbell
Elder Meredith Munroe
Elder Kendyce Moss-Moultrie
Bro Timothy Dorsett
Sis Garcia Sherman

‘Good’ Friday

that understanding to compliment the
wisdom that they already possessed that
equaled clarity.

What am I saying to you my readers?
You possess the wisdom which is only a
part of the whole, which has also dictated
to you that you are in debt, your marriage
is failing, your home and business is in
foreclosure etc. and I am also aware that
you're frustrated and ready to give up and
walk away from it all. Nevertheless, it is
only the lack of understanding as to why
this is all happening, that has you con-
fined to a confused and distressed state. I
am here as an oracle of God to inform
you that God is with you now more than
ever, Psalms 46:1. Thus, you could be
judging God foolishly based on wisdom
alone and not the understanding from
him to accompany it that will bring about
clarity.

The Apostle Paul in his letter to the
Corinth church said, “For we know in
part and we prophesy in part, but when
that which is perfect (complete or whole)
comes, then that which is in part shall be
done away with 1Corinthians 13:9-10. So
it is clear in this scripture that the confu-
sion to our problem is due to us prema-
turely judging the whole based on a part

of what is being presented to us, again
producing confusion.

Please! Before I proceed any further,
begin to ask God to forgive you of your
missed judgments and the negative words
that you've said concerning your unclear
situations. Now, ask him for the under-
standing that you need to bring clarity to
your situation.

Back to Jeremiah's letter, Jeremiah said
in his letter that after the completion of
the seventy years in Babylon, then God
will visit them and perf o rm his word
towards them and cause them to return
unto their land. God further states that he
alone knows the thoughts that he thinks
t o w a rds us, and they are thoughts of
peace and not evil, to give us an expected
end. Thank you JESUS this is wonderful
news my readers, because it suggests to
me that in the midst of my seemingly
insurmountable troubles- THIS IS ONLY
APART OF GODS OVERALL PLAN
FOR MY LIFE, THAT MUST CON-
CLUDE IN PEACE, JOY AND THE
MANIFESTATION OF MY EXPECTA-
TION OF HIM… Glory to the name of
Jesus!

So, what is the reality of all of this? Well
the reality of all of this is your crying, frus-
tration, mood swings, fasting, praying,
complaining murmuring and coming in
agreement with others for God to bring
change, will not alter, delete or change the
pre assigned time by God to your trouble.

Know that this is a testing of your faith,
which is producing patience. But only in
the completion of that patience, will you
become complete or be restored, James 1:
3-4. God is a God of divine purpose and
to every purpose there is a time and sea-
son. Purpose is the original intent of
something or someone, and only time and
season can unveil what God has purposed
in and for us.   

Do not allow the size of your problem
to frustrate you, but instead ask God to
reveal to you the understanding in an
effort to bring clarity and a piece of mind
while you endure the time and season of
that trouble that will conclude in good for
you. “For we know that ALL things
(good and bad) are working in harmony
for our good Romans 8:28.

Heavenly Father, thank you once again
for a now word, that brings comfort to
your people. This is another piece of evi -
dence that amplifies your sovereignty. I ask
you now in the name of your son Jesus
Christ to impart patience and understand -
ing to the wisdom of your people to bring
about clarity in the midst of their chal -
lenges. Finally father I pray for a peace
that passes all understanding in the match -
less and mighty name of Jesus Christ.
Amen! 

Written by: Kevin L. A Ewing
kevinewing@coralwave.com

Clarity
FROM page 15

Pastor Mark Barrett
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