
A SECOND man
charged in the January 16
murder of Eamon Hep-
burn was arraigned in
Magistrates Court yester-
day.

Police have now charged
Rodney Sylvester, 25, of
Winder’s Terrace, in Hep-
burn’s murder.

Mr Hepburn, 21,  was
found prostrate at Gilbert
Street West, having suf-
fered a gunshot injury to
the chest.

Sylvester  was not
required to enter a plea to
the charge during his
arraignment before
Deputy Chief Magistrate
Carolita Bethell in Court
8, Bank Lane yesterday
afternoon.

A Voluntary Bil l  of
Indictment is expected to
be presented on June 23.

Police have also charged
Charles  Pandy,  37,  of
Winders Terrace in Hep-
burn’s murder.

Pandy was arraigned on
the murder charge last
Thursday.  He was also
charged with the murder

of 31-year-old Carol Jean-
Jacques and the attempt-
ed murder of  Rosita
Louiceus.

The two women were
shot off Bacardi Road. Ms
Jacques was fatally shot in
the chest. Ms Louiceus was
also shot, reportedly in the
shoulder.

MINISTER of State for
Social Services Loretta Butler-
Turner told Freeport residents
about the assistance they can
access through the Department
of Social Services and provided
tips on how to prepare appli-
cations for social assistance.

Mrs Butler-Turner pointed
out that Grand Bahama
receives the lion’s share of the
budget for social services out-
side of New Providence, as the
government recognises the con-
tinuing hardship that exists for
residents of the island.

During her address to the
Marco City Branch of the
FNM, Mrs Butler-Turner
advised residents of a number
of procedures in the depart-
ment, including those that
involve emergency assistance.

“When you go to Social Ser-
vices, if you go there needing
food assistance you should not
leave there empty handed, not
on the day you come,” she said.
“We have put in place an emer-
gency food assistance pro-
gramme. That means what
when you come in and you say
‘I have nothing in my cupboard
to feed my children and to feed
my family’, you should be given
something when you walk out
of there because we have put
that mechanism in place – that
if only for the night, for you to
have something to eat.

“The one thing about Social
Services is that we want to
ensure that you have food, shel-
ter and clothing – those are the
essentials.”

State Minister for Finance
and Marco City MP Zhivargo
Laing also told the crowd that
over the past three years the
government increased the
Department of Social Services
budget by $12 million.

“Just to put that in some per-
spective for you, that kind of
increase had not been seen in
20 years in terms of Social Ser-
vices,” he said.
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By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

ATLANTIS resort operator Kerzner
International has responded to criticism of
its staff’s handling of a waterpark accident
which ultimately took the life of a five-
year-old girl.

Eye-witness Toni Randall, a certified
nurse from Flushing, Michigan, told the
press that Brooklyn Keelia Rattai, five,
of Edmonton, Canada, could have been
saved if Ms Randall and other medical
professionals staying at the resort had not
been ordered off the scene by staff life-
guards.

Ms Randall said she responded imme-
diately when she saw the child being carried
from the pool and administered mouth-to-
mouth rescue breathing, and an Emergency
Room doctor performed a jaw thrust to
open her airway.

When lifeguards arrived at the scene,
Ms Randall said she advised them against
performing CPR as the child still had a
pulse. She told them she was a certified
nurse with advanced cardiac life support
training and documentation in her hotel
room prove it, she said.

However, Ms Randall said she was told
to stand back, along with the ER physi-
cian and an orthopaedic doctor and anes-
thesiologist who had also offered to assist,
and the lifeguards wrongly administered
CPR.

Brooklyn was then taken by ambulance
to Doctor’s Hospital where she died on
Thursday.

Ms Randall said the rescue took too
long and the lifeguards should have been
willing to allow the experienced health pro-
fessionals to assist.

However Kerzner International’s senior
vice-president of public affairs and retail
services Ed Fields said staff followed the

appropriate protocols in responding to the
emergency and taking control of the situa-
tion.

In a statement issued in response to The
Tribune story published yesterday, Mr
Fields said: “Our thoughts and prayers go
out to the Rattai family. 

“The safety and security of our guests is
always our foremost concern and we con-
tinually work to meet all applicable safety
standards and protocols.

“Atlantis’ waterpark has been in opera-
tion for over 12 years and has safely hosted
many millions of visitors.

“Atlantis' lifeguards are all trained and
certified by the American Red Cross and
we are a certified training centre for the
American Heart Association and the
National Safety Council of the United
States. 

“Our lifeguards and medical staff regu-
larly receive updated training and all first
responders received training on the recent
American Heart Association's revised CPR
protocol (revised December 2010).

“Our aquatics facilities are equipped
with all safety and medical equipment rec-
ommended by the American Heart Asso-

ciation, American Red Cross and the
National Safety Council of the United
States.

“In responding to this incident, our staff
did everything they could to provide life
support assistance to the victim and fol-
lowed the appropriate and most up to date
protocols and procedures, pending arrival
of Nassau's EMT personnel.

“In addition, our staff had, and used,
all appropriate medical equipment, includ-
ing an Automated External Defibrillator
(AED), oxygen, and an all-purpose (child
and adult) breathing mask. 

“The electronic readout from the AED
confirms CPR was correctly administered
by our staff.

“To protect our guests and ensure they
are being attended to by Bahamas-licensed
and certified first responders familiar with
the resort's emergency medical equipment,
our staff are trained to decline offers of
assistance from bystanders.

“This same protocol is followed by most
resorts and theme parks worldwide.

“Guest safety remains our first priority
and our heartfelt condolences go out to
the family during this difficult time.”

$12 MILLION MORE PROVIDED OVER
THREE YEARS FOR SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Atlantis defends staff’s 
handling of fatal accident

SECOND MAN IS
CHARGED WITH
JANUARY MURDER

CHARGED: Rodney Sylvester

““IInn rreessppoonnddiinngg ttoo tthhiiss iinncciiddeenntt,, oouurr ssttaaffff
ddiidd eevveerryytthhiinngg tthheeyy ccoouulldd ttoo pprroovviiddee lliiffee
ssuuppppoorrtt aassssiissttaannccee ttoo tthhee vviiccttiimm aanndd ffooll--
lloowweedd tthhee aapppprroopprriiaattee aanndd mmoosstt uupp ttoo
ddaattee pprroottooccoollss aanndd pprroocceedduurreess,, ppeennddiinngg
aarrrriivvaall ooff NNaassssaauu''ss EEMMTT ppeerrssoonnnneell..””

Kerzner International’s senior vice-president of 
public affairs and retail services Ed Fields
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THE BAHAMAS’ VERY OWN STREET PHI LOSOPHER

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE mother of a high school stu-
dent allegedly attacked by a security
guard hit out at the pace of investiga-
tions yesterday.

Rosanna Stubbs, 34, told The Tri-
bune she has taken her 15-year-old out
of Anatol Rodgers High School as the
accused security guard is still allowed
to work at the school.

Ms Stubbs said: “No one has said
anything to me about it. There have
been no meetings to discuss what hap-
pened. The security guard is still there,
how can I feel secure about my son’s

safety?”
She added: “They still haven’t told

me what my son did that could have
made the security guard attack him.
What is being done about it?”

Ms Stubbs, a Carmichael resident,
said when she arrived at the school on
March 31, her son had a swollen lip
and his clothes were badly disheveled.

Earlier that afternoon, students seat-
ed on the second school bus were
asked to exit the vehicle by a senior
master.

Due to an incident on the first after-
school bus leaving the campus that day,
it was reported that the senior master
told remaining students to wait out-
side the school gates. 

Ms Stubb’s said her son had not yet
entered the second after-school bus
when he was stopped by the senior
master, who then asked a security
guard to escort him off the property.

According to the boy and several
eye-witnesses, he was choked and
slammed into the school’s steel gate
by the security guard as he waited out-
side for his ride.

Ms Stubbs said: “He called me but
the phone just disconnected before he
could say anything. When he called
back he was crying. He told me that
the security guard was trying to fight
him.”

Regardless of whether her son was
involved in any earlier altercation, Ms

Stubbs said, the incident revealed that
the administration has poor conflict
resolution skills when it comes to deal-
ing with students.

Ms Stubbs said: “When I asked the
principal about it, she told me that she
has already submitted her report to
the Ministry of Education. How can
she submit a report when there has
never been a meeting with the security
guard, or with my son, to discuss what
happened?”

Ministry of Education officials have
opted not to comment further on the
matter as investigations continue. Last
week, Director Lionel Sands expressed
confidence in the disciplinary efforts
of the administration at the school.

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT - A woman
charged with perjury in connec-
tion with a Supreme Court mat-
ter appeared in the Freeport
Magistrate’s Court on Monday
but the matter was adjourned to
May 25 after her attorney failed
to appear.  

Belinda Young was arraigned
on March 25 in Court Two
before Magistrate Andrew
Forbes. She was not represented
by counsel at the time and was
not required to enter a plea to
the charge and the matter was
adjourned to Monday, April 11.
However, during the court hear-
ing on Monday Carlson Shur-
land, who is now representing
Young, was a no show in court
and the matter was adjourned
again. Young is on $5,000 bail
with one surety.   

On March 9, Young was a key
witness for the prosecution in the
murder trial of her ex-boyfriend
Troy Stephen Williams Jr, who
was charged with the murder of
42-year-old Stanley McDonald
Butterfield. Williams and Young
were initially charged with But-
terfield's murder, however the
Office of the Attorney General
withdrew charges against Young
in exchange for her becoming a
witness for the Crown.

Young had testified on the
third day of the trial that the
police had forced her to sign a
written statement and threatened
to send her back to jail if she did-
n’t sign it. Following her testi-
mony on March 9, prosecutors
informed the court that it did not
wish to proceed with the matter
against Williams and entered a
nolle prosequi application in the
Supreme Court.

Williams was discharged of
murder.

THE Royal  Bahamas
Police Force has announced
the appointment of Chief
Superintendent Emrick Sey-
mour to the rank of Acting
Assistant Commissioner of
Police.

The appointment, made by
Governor General Sir Arthur
Foulkes on the recommenda-
tion of the prime minister,
comes as a result of Assistant
Commissioner Willard Cun-
ningham commencing vaca-
tion leave before eventual
retirement.

Mr Seymour enlisted in the
Force in 1980 and has worked
extensively in Grand Bahama.
In 2010, he was transferred to
New Providence.

Prior to his appointment as
Acting Assistant Commis-
sioner, Mr Seymour served in
New Providence as the Officer
in Charge of the Central Divi-
sion from January 2011 and

as the officer in charge of
research and planning from
January, 2010. 

Mr Seymour holds an asso-
ciate of arts degree from the
College of the Bahamas and is
currently pursuing a masters
degree in business adminis-
tration.

He has participated in a
number of international cours-
es including:

• Senior Police Administra-
tion Course, SPAC, Ottawa

• Systems Approach to
Training, Development and
Instructional Technique
Course, 

Developing Executive
Leadership,  Ocho Rios,
Jamaica 

• International Leadership
Course, Sydney, Australia. 

In his new role as Acting
Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Mr Seymour will share

responsibility for the national
policing support services.

His new areas of responsi-
bility include:

• Internal Security Division
• Armoury
• Canine Section
• Air Support Services Unit
• Marine Support Services

Unit
• Communications and

Technology Branch (Infor-
mation Technology Depart-
ment, Communications Sec-
tion and Control Room)

• Maintenance Section
• Police Force Garage
• Scientific Support Services
• Reserves Division
• National Crime Preven-

tion Office
• Prosecutions Department
• Police Band
• Public Affairs and Com-

munication Services
• Licensing Section
• Airport Division

PERJURY CASE IS
ADJOURNED AGAIN

Mr Emrick Seymour is
appointed Acting Assistant 

Commissioner of Police

Mother of student allegedly attacked by
security guard criticises investigation

EMRICK SEYMOUR has been appointed Acting Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police.
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THE Société Générale Private
Banking (Bahamas) recently donated
$30,000 to support the Nassau Music
Society.

The Society’s president, Patrick
Thomson, said without the continued
support of corporate sponsors like
the Société Générale Private Banking
they would not be able to continue
to provide high-quality concerts and
expose the Bahamian public and
youth to international artists.

He said Dominique Lefèvre, man-
aging director of Société Générale
Private Banking, and his company are

the leading sponsor of the Nassau
Music Society and have supported
the organisation in its efforts to bring
top-quality, international classical
musicians to the Bahamas for many
years.

Artists
Mr Thomson explained that all fea-

tured artists, in addition to the con-
certs they perform, are required to
hold a free master class for young
Bahamian musicians.

After briefly speaking with violinist

Alexandre DaCosta and piano virtu-
oso Wonny Song – internationally
renowned artists who performed two
concerts in Nassau last month – Mr
Lefèvre presented the Society with
the cheque for $30,000.

The Nassau Music Society's con-
cert season is under the patronage of 

Sir Arthur Foulkes, Governor Gen-
eral of the Bahamas. Proceeds from
the Nassau Music Society's concerts
are used to support talented young
Bahamians in pursuing music stud-
ies, mainly at the College of the
Bahamas but also abroad.

INSTEAD of soaking up
the sun, sand and sea on
her recent trip to the
Bahamas, “Rich Dad, Poor
Dad” co-author¸ philan-
thropist, financial expert
and entrepreneur Sharon
Lechter put business before
pleasure by paying a cour-
tesy call  to the United
States Embassy along with
Keshelle Kerr, a certified
creative wealth coach and
youth financial educator.

Ms Kerr, who is also the
organiser of Camp Million-
aire and the Money Game
as well as the founder of
Girlfriends & Co women’s
network and the Teen Eco-
nomic Empowerment Net-
work (TEEN) is currently
hosting Mrs Lechter who
will be the keynote speaker
at her upcoming Parents
Financial Literacy Confer-
ence on April 30 at the
Wyndham Nassau Resort
in Cable Beach.

“Mrs Lechter, as many
people know co-wrote
‘Rich Dad, Poor Dad’ with
Robert Kyosaki,” said Ms
Kerr. “She is someone I
have personally admired
for years and commits her-
self to inspiring, encourag-
ing and showing people
ways to increase their
wealth and I am thrilled
that she has accepted the
offer to come to this region
to do something that I am
also dedicated to.”

Mr Kyosaki, who became
an international sensation
with the book they co-
wrote, once stated: “Sharon
is one of the few natural
entrepreneurs I have ever
met. In the Rich Dad Com-
pany, I am the horn and
Sharon is the engine."

Meanwhile,  Mrs.
Lechter’s vast accolades
include her being one of 19
persons including billion-
aire Charles R Schwab to
be named to George W
Bush’s President’s Council
on Financial Literacy. They
were responsible to shape
the course for a financially
literate US by gathering

information, recommend-
ing improvements to
national policies to the
President and Treasury
Secretary and assist Amer-
icans in understating and
addressing financial mat-
ters.

President Bush said of
Mrs Lechter and her col-
leagues: “We want people
to want people to own
assets; we want people to
be able to manage their
assets. We want people to
understand basic financial

concepts, and how credit
cards work and how credit
scores affect you, how you
can benefit from a savings
account or a bank account.
That’s what we want. And
this group of citizens has
taken the lead, and I thank
them.”

Public Affairs Officer of
the United States Embassy
Erica Thiabud thanked Ms
Kerr for inviting Mrs
Lechter to the Bahamas to
share her vast knowledge
with the country. She also

lauded their efforts in help-
ing people understand that
despite the economy, there
is a way to still be success-
ful.

During the visit to the
Embassy, Mrs Lechter
expressed her passion for
financial literacy and the
necessity of educating peo-
ple from all spheres of life.
She added that both she
and Ms Kerr are ardent
about encouraging people
to become entrepreneurs
and find ways to create

more money so that they
can live the lifestyle they
want.

“(You) have to become
innovative and start mak-
ing more money so that
you can live the lifestyle
that you want,” she said.
“This is not just living with-
in our means, but expand-
ing your means. There is
nothing like the passion,
because once you learn that
you can create money, it’s a
skill for a lifetime,” Mrs
Lechter said.

Best-selling author to speak at
financial literacy conference

FROM LEFT: Keshelle Kerr, CEO of Creative Wealth Bahamas joined “Rich Dad, Poor Dad” co-author Sharon Lechter (centre) for a cour-
tesy call to the United States Embassy in the Bahamas with Public Affairs Officer Erica Thiabud to discuss an upcoming conference on
financial literacy set for April 30 in Nassau.

Photo courtesy/Creative Wealth

FROM LEFT: WONNY Song, piano virtuoso; Patrick Thomson, president of the Nassau Music Society; Italia Watkins-Jan, vice-
president/administrator of the Society; Dominique Lefèvre, managing director of Société Générale Private Banking (Bahamas);
Renee Barrow and Alexandre DaCosta, violinist.

$30,000 donation for
Nassau Music Society

SAN JUAN, 
Puerto Rico
Associated Press

U.S. REGULA-
TORS may have set
back plans for a new
Caribbean discount
airline based in Barba-
dos.

The Federal Avia-
tion Administration
said Tuesday that Bar-
bados does not meet
international standards
for airlines based on
the island to fly to the
United States. The
standards are set by
the International Civil
Aviation Organization,
a U.N. technical
agency.

Regulators
An FAA spokes-

woman, Alison
Duquette, stressed that
the FAA's assessment
does not mean regula-
tors think it is unsafe
for airlines based else-
where to serve Barba-
dos, which is a popular
tourist destination with
one of the highest stan-
dards of living in the
region.

Duquette said the
U.S. agency does not
reveal the specific rea-
soning for its assess-
ment.

But Anthony Archer,
director of Barbados'
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, said the main
issue is that his agency
did not have adequate
staff. "We are address-
ing it as we speak," he
said by phone from
Barbados.

Archer said Barba-
dos sought the assess-
ment because REDJet,
a new Caribbean dis-
count airline based on
the island, is expected
to seek clearance to fly
to the United States.

REDJet, which has
said it will start service
in the Caribbean next
month, did not respond
to a request for com-
ment.

CARIBBEAN NEWS

BARBADOS AVIATION
FAILS TEST FOR 
US-BOUND FLIGHTS 
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By GENA GIBBS

FIGHTING for Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) to have the scientific right to
ecological protection is the mission of Khaled
bin Sultan’s Living Oceans Foundation.

After prior extensive aerial surveys and
reconnaissance of the Cay Sal Bank, the first
expedition will take place there on April 26.

Prince Khaled bin Sultan of the Saudi Roy-
als began his foundation 10 years ago and is
now funding a five-year global expedition.
Since one of his passions is deep-ocean diving,
he said he feels a special connection to the
ocean. He has chosen a team of scientists who
are now evaluating the impact that global pol-
lution has on marine life and human survival.

“The first thing people ask is who is Khaled
bin Sultan? He is a Saudi Arabian Royal and
he is the Assistant Minister of Defence and
Aviation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,”
said Captain Phil Renault, executive director of
the Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foun-
dation.

“So, everyone says, ‘well how did he ever
start this foundation?’ About 15 years ago, he
built these ships and the ship we’re standing on
right here is the Motor Yacht Golden Shadow.
It is actually designed as a logistical support
ship for the yacht he has.”

Captain Renault explained that the captain
of the ship in the mid 90s realised the Golden
Shadow was an amazing platform to conduct
oceanographic research. The yacht began to
attract business from many oceanographers
and researchers from around the world.

“And then someone advised the Prince that
might be the proper time to establish a foun-
dation, and that was the genesis of the Khalid
bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation. We just
turned 10 years old,” said Captain Renault.

“I consider the first decade of our founda-
tion to be a developmental phase and the first
generation in building capabilities and capac-
ities. We are looking forward to entering what
I consider the second generation of the Living
Oceans Foundation and that is this global reef
expedition. It is a very, very ambitious pro-
ject.”

The Living Oceans Foundation chose the
Bahamas to launch their “Science Without
Borders” research project on board the Motor
Yacht Golden Shadow to examine the coral
reef systems in the Red Sea, Atlantic, Pacific,
and Indian Oceans.

The foundation spent their first 10 years
finding a niche in coral reef studies and sur-

veys. Now they will spend the next five years
going around the world mapping, characteris-
ing, and surveying the ocean resources.

“Beginning right here in the Bahamas, we’ll
take this ship around the world and we’ll sur-
vey both remote and near shore coral reefs.
We’re going to look across gradients of biodi-
versity, and man-made stress, and try to close
some of these scientific gaps,” said Captain
Renault.

“We have some significant gaps in the sci-
entific knowledge on these coral reef ecosys-
tems and our contribution will be to applied
science. Products and outputs from this big
project can go directly towards management
and that’s where it all becomes important.”

Captain Renault said that global resource
managers in business to protect coral reefs
and their future natural sustainability are hun-
gry for information.

“They are hungry for maps and they are
hungry for outputs from a project like ours,”
said Captain Renault.

By K QUINCY PARKER
Press Attaché
Embassy of The Bahamas

WASHINGTON, DC –
State Minister for Labour and
Social Development Loretta
Butler-Turner said she would
support the exploration of the
institution of some form of
temporary “informal quota”
in the Bahamas as a mecha-
nism to ensure gender parity.

“I think there is some
appetite for it,” the minister
said in the margins of a week
of meetings in DC, referring
to the idea of gender-based
affirmative action in the
Bahamas.

Mrs Butler-Turner, who is
currently the only woman in
Cabinet, talked about the
need for the equal engage-
ment of girls and boys as stu-
dents, and men and women
in the professional world.

“For women and girls to be engaged as
much as men and boys means you are utilis-
ing all of the potential in your society,” she
said. “We’re not truly utilising the fullest
potential of society when you don’t have the
female component.”

The state minister highlighted some seg-
ments of Bahamian society she deemed
instructive.

“In the judiciary, females have made
tremendous strides, and that should be com-
mended,” Mrs Butler-Turner said. “(How-
ever), we’ve got to find a way to have more
women involved in the (executive and leg-
islative) process. Women do not just look at
‘female’ issues, they look at issues that affect
the whole family, which is the difference.”

“In civil society, women have got to be
more engaged,” she added.

The state minister was in Washington for
meetings at the Organisation of American
States (OAS), the World Bank Group
(WBG) and the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB). She said the meetings all
had a similar tone, with the international
organisations all examining what could have
been done differently with respect to the
years before the global economic meltdown.
The common thread, she said, was gender
parity; equality as a right, not a concession.

“There is a great movement toward gender
mainstreaming in its most basic form,” she
said. The call is for equity on the part of both
genders in all segments of society.

At the OAS, Mrs Butler-Turner took part
in the Hemispheric Forum on “Women’s
Leadership For A Citizen’s Democracy.”
The forum recognised the substantial

progress women have made
over the last 60 years in the civ-
il and political arenas, while
noting “still limited access to
political decision-making posi-
tions in executive, legislative
and electoral bodies and politi-
cal parties.”

The forum was organised in
response support of commit-
ments adopted by OAS and
United Nations Member States
through the International Con-
vention on Civil and Political
Rights, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), the Inter-Ameri-
can Democratic Charter and
other agreements. The goals of
the gathering were to bring
women’s visions, experiences
and aspirations to the con-
struction of citizens’ democracy
with full equality for men and
women and to strengthen
understanding of the current

challenges that democratic systems face in
order to guarantee the exercise of women’s
substantive political citizenship.

Among the featured presenters at the OAS
Forum were Trinidad and Tobago Prime
Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Barbados
former Deputy Prime Minister and first
female Attorney General Mia Mottley and
former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet,
UN Under Secretary-General and Execu-
tive Director of UN Women.

Gender parity is also now a major focus of
the World Bank Group, the minister said.

Mrs Butler-Turner reported that among
the main focuses of the WBG meeting was
the examination of the participation of
women in the formal employment sector. In
the context of gender equality, development
and economic sustainability, the World Bank
meeting discussed whether productivity and
profitability increase with fuller engagement
of all citizens.

The IDB, meanwhile, has created a new
unit focusing on increasing social security
coverage in Latin America and the
Caribbean, the thinking being that with
stronger social safety nets in place, people are
less likely to fall into abject poverty. 

There were two days of discussions on the
introduction of advanced social security and
“cutting-edge methodologies” in the hemi-
sphere.

Mrs Butler-Turner noted that the steps
taken by the Government of the Bahamas to
mitigate the effects of the economic downturn
– and in particular the timeliness of the imple-
mentation of those steps – were discussed
and lauded by those in the region.

Minister open to
action for gender

parity for Bahamas

STATE MINISTER FOR LABOUR 
and Social Development 

Loretta Butler-Turner 

Living Oceans Foundation
fights ocean pollution in Small

Island Developing States 

THE MOTOR YACHT GOLDEN SHADOW sits at the Prince George Dock, equipped for its geopolitical mis-
sion in the fight for scientific right to ecological protection of Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 

CAPTAIN PHILLIP RENAULT, executive director
of the Khalid bin Sultan Living Oceans Founda-
tion, explains the history of the Foundation over the
last 15 years.

AFTER PRIOR EXTENSIVE aerial surveys and reconnaissance of Cay Sal Bank, the first expedition will take
place there on April 26. Captain Phillip Renault looks on as Dr Andy Bruckner, Living Oceans chief scientist,
points out the areas where the expedition will take place in Cay Sal. 

Gena Gibbs/BIS

 



By LARRY SMITH

AS Chrissy Love said
recently on the ZNS call-in
show Immediate Response,
"Chile I been on more diet
than Oprah."   Her point
was that diets don't work –
at least not in the long-term.
As we all know, it's hard to
stick to any diet, and sooner
or later we give up and
rejoin the world of uncon-
trolled eating, usually gain-
ing back the few pounds we
lost plus a little more.

Most of us simply shrug
our shoulders and move on.
But a groundbreaking new
book by the former head of
the US Food and Drug
Administration reveals that
food is now a top public
health issue, and he tries to
explain how we can scien-
tifically address our com-
pulsive urge to overeat. 

Addicts
The unfortunate fact is,

says Dr David Kessler in
The End of Overeating, that
we have all become addicts
– hooked by overstimulat-
ed brain chemicals on huge
portions of food layered and
loaded with sugar, fat and
salt, and offering little or no
nutritional value. 

Kessler, a Harvard-edu-
cated paediatrician, argues
that until we fundamentally
alter our eating behaviour,
we will continue to waste
money on ineffective
weight-loss schemes while
running the risk of all those
deadly medical conditions
that are caused by obesity
– including diabetes, heart
disease, stroke, liver disease,

arthritis and some cancers.
Naturally, his book

focuses on Americans and
the American food industry
in particular. But Bahami-
ans are in the same over-
loaded boat, as Health Min-
ister Dr Hubert Minnis has
frequently pointed out. And
since most of our processed
foods and chain restaurants
are American, Kessler's
facts about overeating are
just as applicable here.

Kessler is perhaps best
known for his efforts to
investigate and regulate the
tobacco industry, and his
accusation that cigarette
makers intentionally manip-
ulated nicotine content to
make their products more
addictive. His new book
compares the food industry
to big tobacco.

"The attitudes that cre-

ated the social acceptability
of smoking shifted, and
many of us began to see
smoking as deviant, even
repulsive behaviour. A con-
sensus emerged that the cig-
arette, and the industry that
manufactured it, was abhor-
rent. We moved from glo-
rification to demonisation."

So we need to change our
thinking about big food in
the same way. As Kessler
says, "Its ubiquitous pres-
ence, large portion sizes,
incessant marketing, and the
cultural assumption that it’s
acceptable to eat anywhere
at any time (are you listen-
ing civil servants?) puts us at
risk...And people need to
hear repeatedly, from many
sources, that selling, serv-
ing, and eating food layered
and loaded with sugar, fat
and salt has negative,

unhealthy consequences."
Kessler's book begins

with the observation that for
thousands of years human
body weight stayed remark-
ably stable, so that people
who were overweight stood
apart from the general pop-
ulation. A perfect biologi-
cal system seemed to be at
work – until something hap-
pened in the 1980s.

When researchers sur-
veyed government health
and nutrition data collect-
ed from 1988 to 1991 it
became apparent that fully
one-third of the entire
American adult population
was overweight – an abrupt
increase. The landmark
study showing that the rate
of obesity in America had
exploded was published in
the July 1994 issue of the
Journal of the American
Medical Association. 

Culture
Kessler's book is the

result of the years of think-
ing and study he went
through to try to make
sense of those findings. As
he points out, food had
become more readily avail-
able in the 1970s and 80s,
along with larger portion
sizes, more chain restau-
rants, more neighbourhood
food outlets, and a culture
that promoted more out-of-
home eating. But there had
to be something more dri-
ving us to overeat.

His conclusion – in a nut-
shell – is that sugar, fat and
salt cause us to eat more
sugar, fat and salt. It's all
about "palatability", a term
scientists use to refer to
food that has the capacity
to stimulate the appetite
and drive us to eat more.
"It's the stimulation, rather
than general hunger," he
says, "that makes us put
food into our mouths long
after our caloric needs are
satisfied."

Decades of research into
human taste, food prefer-
ences and dietary choices,
have confirmed that what
stimulates us most is a com-
bination of sugar and fat.
Mix the same amount of
sugar into low fat and high
fat products and people
always choose the higher-
fat mixtures – something
that restaurants like the
Cheesecake Factory were

quick to figure out.
Kessler's insights into the

food industry are the most
compelling part of the book.
He reports inside informa-
tion from a variety of food
consultants who confirmed
that the industry creates
dishes specifically to hit the
three points of the compass
– sugar, fat and salt.

"Chicken tenders," he
writes, "are so loaded with
batter and fat that my
source jokes that they're a
UFO – an unidentified fried
object. Salt and sugar are
loaded into the fat. Bloom-
ing Onions – the trademark
Outback Steakhouse dish –
provide plenty of surface
area to absorb fat. Fried in
batter and topped with
sauce their flavour comes
from salt on sugar on fat."

Eating high-sugar, high-
fat foods produces opioids
in our brains that help calm
us down and make us feel
better – at least in the short
term. That's why infants cry
less when given sugar water
and why animals feel less
pain when administered opi-
oid-like drugs. "Eating high-
ly palatable food activates
the opioid circuits...The
more rewarding the food,
the greater the attention we
direct toward it and the
more vigorously we pursue
it."

And the conditions under
which we encounter foods
switch on powerful brain
chemicals that compel us to
eat. We learn to want a food
or some other substance we
once liked. Putting all this
together gives the following
picture: 

"A cue triggers a
d o p a m i n e - f u e l e d
urge...dopamine leads us to
food...eating food leads to
opioid release...and the pro-
duction of both dopamine
and opioids stimulates fur-
ther eating...The more
rewarding the food, the
stronger the learning expe-
rience that creates the auto-
matic behaviour."

And the goal of food
design is to make products
as rewarding as possible.
For example, Kessler
describes the boneless
chicken wings at Chili's
Restaurant. 

The meat is injected with
a solution of water, soy pro-
tein, salt and sodium phos-
phate. At the manufactur-

ing plant the chicken is bat-
tered, breaded, and pre-
dusted to create a salty coat-
ing that becomes crispy
when fried in fat at the
restaurant. 

The coating is some 40
per cent fat and represents
up to half of the volume of
nuggets that end up on your
plate.   Added to this is a
sweet and salty sauce and a
mayonnaise-based dressing
– it's hyper-palatable food
that requires little chewing
and goes down easily. The
unfortunate fact is that
chemical-based processing
has created a sort of adult
baby food.

Fats
And we are eating more

of everything these days.
Per capita consumption of
fats and oils in the US
jumped 63 per cent over the
past 30-odd years. Use of
sugars and sweeteners was
up 19 per cent. We ate 43
per cent more grain and 7
per cent more meat, eggs,
and nuts over the same peri-
od. We are also eating 24
per cent more vegetables –
but most of those are deep-
fried potatoes, otherwise
known as french fries.

Then there are the por-
tion sizes. Food designers
say that if you make plates
bigger and fill them more,
everyone makes more mon-
ey. Supersize options and
all-you-can-eat specials give
consumer access to a bot-
tomless well of food for a
fractional increase in cost.
It's cheap and its always
available.

"Conditioned overeating
is a syndrome, or a condi-
tion characterised by a clus-
ter of symptoms," Kessler
concludes.  

"These patterns almost
certainly contribute signifi-
cantly to the exploding obe-
sity epidemic...A conducive
environment is necessary to
trigger hypereating. That's
exactly what we have
today."

The bad news is that
there's no quick fix – it's
simply impossible to avoid
the temptation of highly
palatable foods all the time
in today's world. The good
news is that we can begin to
train ourselves to alter the
reactions that are generated
by stimulation. And aware-
ness of the problem is the
first step along this road,
Kessler says.

"Once I thought a big
plate of food was what I
wanted and needed to feel
better. 

“Now I see that plate for
what it is – layers of fat on
sugar on fat that will never
provide lasting satisfaction
and only keep me coming
back for more. I have
changed the reward value
of the stimulus."

Over to you Chrissy.    
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Why we overeat and how to end it

““DDeeccaaddeess ooff rreesseeaarrcchh
iinnttoo hhuummaann ttaassttee,, ffoooodd
pprreeffeerreenncceess aanndd ddiieettaarryy
cchhooiicceess,, hhaavvee ccoonnffiirrmmeedd
tthhaatt wwhhaatt ssttiimmuullaatteess uuss
mmoosstt iiss aa ccoommbbiinnaattiioonn 
ooff ssuuggaarr aanndd ffaatt..””

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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TOKYO
Associated Press

JAPAN ranked its nuclear
crisis at the highest possible
severity on an international
scale — the same level as the
1986 Chernobyl disaster —
even as it insisted Tuesday that
radiation leaks are declining
at its tsunami-crippled nuclear
plant.

The higher rating is an open
acknowledgement of what was
widely understood already:
The nuclear accident at the
Fukushima Dai-ichi plant is
the second-worst in history. It
does not signal a worsening of
the plant's status in recent days
or any new health dangers.

Still, people living nearby
who have endured a month of
spewing radiation and fre-
quent earthquakes said the
change in status added to their
unease despite government
efforts to play down any
notion that the crisis poses
immediate health risks.

Miyuki Ichisawa closed her
coffee shop this week when
the government added her
community, Iitate village, and
four others to places people
should leave to avoid long-
term radiation exposure. The
additions expanded the 12-
mile (20-kilometer) zone
where people had already
been ordered to evacuate soon
after the March 11 tsunami
swamped the plant.

"And now the government
is officially telling us this acci-
dent is at the same level of
Chernobyl," Ichisawa said.
"It's very shocking to me."

Japanese nuclear regulators
said the severity rating was
raised from 5 to 7 on an inter-
national scale overseen by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency due to new assess-
ments of the overall radiation
leaks from the Fukushima
Dai-ichi plant.

According to the Vienna-
based atomic energy agency,
the new ranking signifies a
major accident that includes
widespread effects on the envi-
ronment and people's health.
The scale, designed by experts
convened by the IAEA and
other groups in 1989, is meant
to help the public, the techni-
cal community and the media
understand the public safety
implications of nuclear events.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency said Japan's
decision did not mean the dis-
aster had been downplayed
previously.

Early actions by Japanese
authorities — evacuations,
radiation warnings and the

work at the plant to contain
leaks — showed they realized
the gravity of the situation,
Denis Flory, an IAEA deputy
director general, said.

The upgraded status did not
mean radiation from the plant
was worsening, but rather

reflected concern about long-
term health risks as it contin-
ues to spew into the air, soil
and seawater. Most radiation
exposures around the region
haven't been high enough yet
to raise significant health con-
cerns. Workers are still trying
to restore disabled cooling sys-
tems at the plant, and radioac-
tive isotopes have been detect-
ed in tap water, fish and veg-
etables.

Iitate's town government
decided Tuesday to ban plant-
ing of all farm products,
including rice and vegetables,
expanding the national gov-
ernment's prohibition on
growing rice there. Japan's
prime minister, Naoto Kan,
went on national television
and urged people not to panic.

"Right now, the situation of
the nuclear reactors at the
Fukushima plant has been sta-
bilizing step by step. The
amount of radiation leaks is
on the decline," he said. "But
we are not at the stage yet
where we can let our guard
down."

Japanese officials said the
leaks from the Fukushima
plant so far amount to a tenth
of the radiation emitted from
Chernobyl, but about 10 times
the amount needed to reach
the level 7 threshold. They
acknowledged the emissions
could eventually exceed Cher-
nobyl's, but said the chance
that will happen is very small.
However, regulators have also
acknowledged that a more
severe nuclear accident is a
distinct possibility until regular
cooling systems are restored
— a process likely to take
months.

"Although the Fukushima
accident is now at the equal
level as Chernobyl, we should
not consider the two incidents
as the same," said Hiroshi
Horiike, professor of nuclear
engineering at Osaka Univer-
sity. "Fukushima is not a Cher-
nobyl."

In Chernobyl, in what is
now the Ukraine, a reactor
exploded on April 26, 1986,
spewing a cloud of radiation
over much of the Northern
Hemisphere. A zone about 19
miles (30 kilometers) around
the plant was declared unin-
habitable.

Thirty-one men died mostly

from being exposed to very
high levels of radiation trying
to contain the accident. But
there is no agreement on how
many people are likely to die
of cancers caused by its radia-
tion.

No radiation exposure
deaths have been blamed on
the leaks at Fukushima Dai-
ichi. Two plant workers were
treated for burns after walk-
ing in heavily contaminated
water in a building there.

The tsunami, spawned by a
9.0-magnitude earthquake,
knocked out cooling systems
and backup diesel generators,
leading to hydrogen explosions
at three reactors and a fire at a
fourth that was undergoing
regular maintenance and was
empty of fuel. Workers have
been improvising for weeks
with everything from heli-
copter drops to fire hoses to
supply cooling water to the
plant.

Hidehiko Nishiyama, a
spokesman for Japan's
Nuclear and Industrial Safety
Agency, noted that unlike in
Chernobyl there have been no
explosions of reactor cores,
which are more serious than
hydrogen explosions.

"In that sense, this situation
is totally different from Cher-
nobyl," he said.

NISA officials said they
raised the incident level
because of the cumulative
amount of radioactive parti-
cles released into the atmos-
phere. Other factors included
damage to the plant's build-
ings and accumulated radia-
tion levels for its workers.

The revision was based on
cross-checking and assess-
ments of data on leaks of
radioactive iodine-131 and
cesium-137. Officials did not
say why they skipped level 6 or
when exactly the radiation lev-
el exceeded the level 7 thresh-
old.

Based on government esti-
mates, the equivalent of
500,000 terabecquerels of radi-
ation from iodine-131 has been
released into the atmosphere
since the crisis began, well
above the several tens of thou-
sands of terabecquerels need-
ed to reach level 7. A terabec-
querel equals a trillion bec-
querels, a measure of radia-
tion emissions. The Chernobyl
incident released 5.2 million
terabecquerels into the air.

"We have refrained from
making announcements until
we have reliable data,"
Nishiyama said. He also
emphasized that no more
major leaks are expected from
the reactors, though he
acknowledged more work is
needed to keep the reactors
stable.

Work to stabilize the plant
has been impeded by contin-
ued aftershocks, the latest a
6.3-magnitude quake Tuesday
that prompted plant operator
Tokyo Electric Power Co., or
TEPCO, to temporarily pull
back workers. Work remov-
ing highly radioactive water,
a necessary step before cooling
systems can be restored, final-
ly resumed around 7:30 p.m.

In his televised address, Kan
gave the nation a pep talk,
telling people to focus on
recovering from the disasters
that are believed to have killed
25,000 people.

"Let's live normally without
falling into excessive self-
restraint," he said. "We should
eat and drink products from
the quake-hit areas as a form
of support."

Many of the more than
14,500 people still listed as
missing from the quake and
tsunami are thought to have
been swept out to sea. A
month after the disaster, more
than 145,000 people are still
living in shelters.

Among them is Kenichi
Yomogita, a plumbing con-
tract worker at Fukushima
Dai-ichi who was off work the
day of the tsunami and has not
returned. His hometown of
Tomioka is in the evacuation
zone, and he thinks it will be at
least three years before he can
return. For now he is living at
a shelter in Koriyama, and said
the upgraded crisis level has
not improved his hopes.

"At first the reality of this
situation didn't sink in," he
said, "but this news shows how
serious it is."

Japan equates its nuclear
crisis severity to Chernobyl 

IN THIS PHOTO released by Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), workers lower a panel that is used to
cover the sluice gate to stop drainage from Unit 2 reactor at the tsunami-crippled Fukushima Dai-ichi
nuclear power plant in Okumamachi, Fukushima Prefecture, northeastern Japan. Japan's nuclear regula-
tors raised the severity level of the crisis at a stricken nuclear plant Tuesday to rank it on par with the
1986 Chernobyl disaster, citing the amount of radiation released in the accident. The Nuclear Safety Com-
mission and Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency both announced the rating was being raised from 5 to
7, the highest level on an international scale overseen by the International Atomic Energy Agency. (AP)

A MAN USES A RADIATION DETECTOR to measure level of a pack of strawberries produced in Iwaki
City, Fukushima Prefecture, during an event to promote safety of their agricultural products in Tokyo,
Tuesday, April 12, 2011.

Koji Sasahara/AP

SHARM EL-SHEIKH,
Egypt
Associated Press

FORMER Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak
was abruptly hospitalized
Tuesday for heart prob-
lems during an investiga-
tion over allegations of
corruption and the vio-
lence against protesters,
reported state TV.

The 82-year-old former
president was deposed
Feb. 11 after 18 days of
popular protests and has
been under house arrest in
the Red Sea resort of
Sharm El-Sheikh for the
last two months. The pub-
lic prosecutor said Mon-
day he would be ques-
tioned.

Mubarak's two sons
were also summoned and
were being questioned at
the prosecutor's office in
the provincial capital of
El-Tor Tuesday.

Dozens of demonstra-
tors picketed the hospital,
denouncing the president
and carrying a sign reading
"Here is the butcher."
They scuffled with sup-
porters of Mubarak amid a
massive security presence.

Two security officials
said Mubarak arrived
under heavy police protec-
tion to the main hospital
and, according to two doc-
tors in the hospital, he
stepped out of his armored
Mercedes unaided and was
taken to the presidential
suite in the pyramid-
shaped building.

The officials and doctors
spoke on condition of
anonymity because they
were not authorized to
speak to the media.

The protest movement
that deposed Mubarak is
now pushing for him to be
brought to justice for what
they say are decades of
abuse and since Friday,
hundreds have reoccupied
parts of Tahrir Square in
downtown Cairo.

The protesters had criti-
cized the army for being
too close to the old regime
and not swiftly bringing
Mubarak to trial.

On Tuesday, however, a
scuffle broke out when
some residents tried to
break up the four-day sit-
in, removing barbed-wire
and barricades. The army
then moved in and took
control of the square and
cordoned off the once
grassy roundabout that
had been the center of
many demonstrations.

Sanaa Seif, a 17-year-old
on the scene, said she saw
the army forcibly remove
people. Egypt's state news
agency reported that the
military police had
detained a number of
"outlaw thugs" at the
square.

Mubarak has been suf-
fering for a number of ail-
ments and underwent gall-
bladder surgery in Ger-
many in March last year.

He has kept a low pro-
file since he was ousted,
living on his compound in
Sharm el-Sheikh. He was
banned from traveling and
his assets have been
frozen. Many of his senior
aides have already either
been questioned or
detained pending investi-
gations.

Egypt's state TV report-
ed that Safwat el-Sherif, a
senior aide of Mubarak
and one of the most pow-
erful men in his regime,
was ordered detained for
an additional 15 days
pending investigation into
his role in attacks on pro-
testers during the uprising.

El-Sherif had already
been remanded into cus-
tody for 15 days pending
corruption investigations.

On Sunday, Mubarak
defended himself in a pre-
recorded message saying
he had not abused his
authority, and investiga-
tors were welcome to
check over his assets.

It was his first address to
the people in the two
months since he stepped
down. Shortly after, the
prosecutor general issued
a summons for Mubarak
to appear for questioning.

Deciding on the site for
the interrogation was a
dilemma for the authori-
ties who wanted to grant
the ailing president a
degree of privacy and
security.

EGYPT'S MUBARAK
IN HOSPITAL WITH
HEART PROBLEMS 
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AJDABIYA, Libya
Associated Press

MOAMMAR GAD-
HAFI'S forces fired rockets
along the eastern front line
and shelled the besieged city
of Misrata on Tuesday as
France and Britain said
NATO should be doing more
to pressure the regime.

Several rockets struck Ajd-
abiya, the main point leading
into the rebel-held east, and
witnesses also reported
shelling in Misrata, the only
major city in the western half
of Libya that remains under
partial rebel control.

Weeks of fierce govern-
ment bombardment of Mis-
rata have terrorized the city's
residents, killing dozens of
people and leaving food and
medical supplies scarce,
according to residents, doc-
tors and rights groups. Inter-
national groups are warning
of a dire humanitarian crisis in
Libya's third-largest city.

"Unfortunately, with the
long-range war machines of
Gadhafi forces, no place is
safe in Misrata," a medical
official in Misrata told The
Associated Press, asking that
his name not be published for
fear of reprisals. 

Six people were killed
Monday and another corpse
was brought in Tuesday, he
said.

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe shred NATO's
united front Tuesday, saying
its actions were "not enough"
to ease the pressure on Mis-
rata. He also said the alliance
should be firing on the
weapons being used by Gad-

hafi's troops to target civil-
ians in Misrata.

Britain's Foreign Secretary
William Hague agreed that
the allies must "intensify"
their efforts.

France has played a partic-
ularly aggressive role in Libya
in recent weeks, pushing
diplomatically for a U.N. res-
olution to allow the interna-
tional military operation and
firing the first strikes in the
campaign. France also was the

first to recognize the Libyan
opposition and to send a
diplomatic envoy to the rebel-
held city of Benghazi.

A NATO general rejected
the criticism and said the
alliance is performing well
and protecting civilians.

Dutch Brig. Gen. Mark
Van Uhm said the alliance
was successful in enforcing an
arms embargo, patrolling a no
fly zone and protecting civil-
ians. "I think with the assets

we have, we're doing a great
job," he said.

NATO took over com-
mand of the operation over
Libya from the U.S. on March
31.

NATO said Tuesday that
its aircraft destroyed four
tanks near Zintan, 75 miles
(120 kilometers) southwest of
the capital, Tripoli. A sepa-
rate strike also destroyed an
ammunition storage site
southwest of Sirte, a Gadhafi
stronghold and home to the
Libyan leader's tribe, the mil-
itary alliance said.

"We will continue to strike
at the regime's supplies and
supply lines and reduce their
ability to fight," said the com-
mander of the NATO opera-
tion, Canadian Lt. Gen.
Charles Bouchard.

Also Tuesday, a British
government official said
Libya's former Foreign Min-
ister Moussa Koussa is trav-
eling to Qatar to share his
insight on the workings of
Gadhafi's inner circle.

Koussa, who fled to Eng-
land in late March, is the high-
est ranking member of Gad-
hafi's regime to quit so far.
He had been a longtime aide
throughout Gadhafi's 42-year
rule.

Koussa has been asked to
attend the conference on
Libya being held in Doha as a
valuable Gadhafi insider,
according to the official, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity because of the sen-
sitivity of the situation.

MI6 agents stopped ques-
tioning Koussa last week,
according to the official.
Koussa had been staying in a
safehouse until late Monday
night, according to Noman
Benotman, an ex-member of
the Libyan Islamic Fighting
Group and relative of Koussa
who has been in regular con-
tact with the former foreign
minister since he fled to
Britain.

Although Koussa was pro-
vided with legal advice,
Benotman said he believed

he had "cleared most of the
legal hurdles in the U.K." sur-
rounding his alleged involve-
ment in the Lockerbie bomb-
ing and arming the IRA.

Britain's Foreign Office
confirmed the trip in a state-
ment Tuesday, saying that
Koussa was "traveling today
to Doha to meet with the
Qatari government and a
range of other Libyan repre-
sentatives."

African mediators were
meeting in Algeria to discuss
Libya on Tuesday, a day after
the rebels rejected their cease-
fire proposal. The rebels'
leadership council has insisted
that Gadhafi must give up
power.

"Col. Gadhafi and his sons
must leave immediately if he
wants to save himself," said
Mustafa Abdul-Jalil, a former
justice minister who split with
Gadhafi and heads the Beng-
hazi-based Transitional
National Council. 

"If not, the people are com-
ing for him."

Battles in Libya
as France urges 
NATO to do more 

ABOVE: Rebel fighters ride in a four wheel drive vehicle which had the top half of the cabin removed,
on the outskirts of Ajdabiya, Libya Tuesday, April 12, 2011. Moammar Gadhafi's forces fired rockets
along the eastern front line and shelled the besieged city of Misrata on Tuesday as France said NATO
should be doing more to take out the regime's heavy weaponry targeting civilians. (AP)

LEFT: A rebel fighter carries a shotgun plastered with stickers showing Libya's legendary anti-Italian fight-
er Omar al-Mukhtar and the colors of the opposition flag, on the outskirts of Ajdabiya, Libya Tuesday. (AP)

MOSCOW
Associated Press

RUSSIA must preserve its pre-
eminence in space,  President
Dmitry Medvedev declared Tues-
day on the 50th anniversary of the
first human spaceflight by cos-
monaut Yuri Gagarin.

The statement followed warn-
ings by another cosmonaut that
Russia risks losing its edge in
space research by relying solely
on Soviet-era achievements and
doing little to develop new space
technologies.

Gagarin's 108-minute mission
on Apri l  12 ,  1961 ,  remains  a
source of great national pride,
and Russia marked the day with
fanfare resembling Soviet-era cel-
ebrations. Schools had special
lessons dedicated to Gagarin, bill-
boards carried his smiling face
and national television channels
broadcast a flow of movies and
documentaries about the flight.

Achievements
"We were the first to fly to

space and have had a great num-
ber  of  achievements ,  and we
mustn't  lose our  advantage,"
Medvedev said during a visit to
Mission Control outside Moscow.

On Monday, Svetlana Savit-
skaya, who flew space missions in
1982 and 1984 and became the

first woman to make a spacewalk,
harshly criticized the Kremlin for
paying little attention to space
research after the 1991 collapse
of the Soviet Union.

"There's nothing new to be
proud of in the last 20 years," said
Savitskaya, a member of Russian
parliament from the Communist
Party.

Russia has used the Soyuz and
Progress  spacecraf t ,  whose
designs date back to the 1960s, to

send an increasing number of
crew and cargo to the Interna-
tional Space Station. 

Russia's importance will grow
even more after the U.S. space
shuttle Atlantis closes out the
U.S. program this summer, leav-
ing the Russian spacecraft as the
only link to the station.

But Savitskaya and some other
cosmonauts have warned that
Russia has done little to build a
replacement to the Soyuz and
could quickly fall behind America
after it builds a new-generation
spaceship.

Difficult
Boris  Chertok ,  the  former

deputy to Sergei Korolyov, the
father of the Soviet space pro-
gram, says it has become increas-
ingly difficult for Russia's space
industries to hire new personnel.

"Salaries in space industries are
much lower than average salaries
in banks and commercial compa-
nies," Chertok, 99, told reporters
last week. "We need (more) peo-
ple of Korolyov's caliber."

Korolyov, a visionary scientist
as well as a tough manager, led
the team that put the world's first
manmade satellite in orbit on
October 4, 1957. He then spear-
headed a massive effort to score
another first with Gagarin's mis-
sion.

"Our competition with America
was spurring us to move faster to
make the  f i r s t  human space-
flight," Valery Kubasov, a mem-
ber of Korolyov's design team
who later became a cosmonaut,
told The Associated Press.

Gagar in ' s  accompl i shment
shocked the  Uni ted  States ,
prompting it to declare the goal of
putting a man on the moon.

"Without Yuri Alexeyevich's
flight, I wouldn't have flown to
the moon," said Thomas Stafford,
commander of the Apollo 10 mis-
sion that approached within eight
miles (13 kilometers) of the moon
in May 1969, the last U.S. mission
before the U.S. moon landing
three months later.

"He was a great hero for the
Soviet  Union and the  ent i re
world," Stafford said in Russian
after  receiv ing  a  medal  f rom
Medvedev at a Kremlin award
ceremony that honored cosmo-
nauts and astronauts.

Sergei Krikalyov, who holds the
world record for total time spent
in space — 803 days on six space
miss ions  — sa id  the  main
unknown before Gagarin's flight
was how a human body would
respond to the conditions in out-
er space.

"The main tasks were to make
sure  that  a  cosmonaut  could
breathe and swallow in zero grav-
ity," Krikalyov, who now heads
Russia's  Star City cosmonaut

training center, told the AP. "It
was not even certain that a man
could  eat  and dr ink  dur ing
weightlessness."

Gagarin, who later crisscrossed
the world as a living symbol of
Soviet talent, craved more space
trips. Cosmonaut Vladimir Shat-
alov told the AP that Gagarin was
dreaming  about  going  to  the
moon and was  among those
selected to train for the mission in
a race against the U.S."He hoped
to take part in that, he hoped to
fly to the moon," Shatalov dur-
ing an interview at Star City,
where Gagarin trained.

Capsule
Gagarin was a backup for his

friend Vladimir Komarov, who
died  when h i s  space  capsule
crashed on re-entry in April 1967.
Fearing any injuries to their space
star, Soviet authorities decided to
bar  Gagar in  f rom f ly ing  into
space again.

Gagarin's own death in a train-
ing jet crash on March 27, 1968, is
shrouded in conspiracy theories
to this day. 

Shatalov, who had planned to
follow Gagarin on another train-
ing flight that day, told the AP
that the most likely reason for
Gagarin's crash was a sonic wave
from another military jet flying
too close.

MEDVEDEV: SPACE WILL REMAIN A KEY RUSSIAN PRIORITY 

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Dmitry Medvedev,
left, presents a commemorative medal to
mark the 50th anniversary of the first
human spaceflight to Russian cosmo-
naut Alexander Skvortsov at the award
ceremony in the Kremlin in Moscow,
Tuesday. (AP)
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YOUTH CHOIR ON SONG
Pictured is the Bahamas National Youth Choir on stage this week ahead of their 21st

Annual Concert Season. The event takes place at the Dundas Centre for the Performing
Arts and got underway last night.
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Court of Appeal yes-
terday overturned a
Supreme Court ruling that
prevented a Canadian pen-
sion fund from foreclosing
on a defaulted $72.5 million
mortgage held on the $867
million New South Ocean
Resort project, on the
grounds that the Central
Bank of the Bahamas had
not granted exchange con-
trol approval for repayment
of the loans.

The verdict, which remits
the matter to a different
Supreme Court judge for a
new hearing on the Canadi-
an Commercial Workers
Pension Plan’s (CCWIPP)
initial application, poten-
tially paves the way for the
fund and its investment
vehicle, to proceed with the
foreclosure and take pos-
session of the shuttered 375-
acre southwestern New
Providence resort property.

However, Tribune Busi-
ness sources have suggested
that CCWIPP and its Prop-
co vehicle will likely try to
reach an accommodation
with hedge fund, Plainfield
Asset Management, and its
Seaside Heights investment
company, and come to an
agreement on the form of
redevelopment that will take
place at South Ocean. That,
it is suggested, is the only
logical course of action, oth-
erwise the resort and its
potentially valuable real

estate may be tied up in
legal knots for years.

In their judgment, Appeal
Justices Blackman and John
recalled how Supreme Court
Justice Stephen Isaacs had
struck out Propco (CCWIP-
P’s) application to enforce
the debentures and legal
mortgages executed by New
South Ocean Development
Company, an entity now
controlled by Plainfield and
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$72.5 MILLION SOUTH OCEAN 
FORECLOSE BLOCK REMOVED

SEE page 5B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A Bahamian
trust company
and investors
who became
embroiled in
the bitter legal
d i s p u t e
between ex-
MP Lester
Turnquest and
his former busi-
ness partner,

slain banker Hywel Jones,
yesterday failed to overturn
the receivership of their
assets, although attorneys for
both parties reached an agree-

ment to minimise their cost
burden.

The Court of Appeal yes-
terday rejected the attempt
by Experta Trust Company

RECEIVER REMAINS IN EX-MP’S FIGHT WITH SLAIN BANKER
* Attorneys reach deal to 
minimise receivership costs
for clients caught in Hywel
Jones/Lester Turnquest fight
* Initial receivership Order
reinstated, with Experta 
confirmed as ‘interested
party’
* Legal battle rages on

SEE page 5B LESTER TURNQUEST

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas’ foreign exchange reserves are “the highest
they have ever been” at $1.122 billion, due to foreign cur-
rency inflows from the Bahamas Telecommunications Com-
pany (BTC) and BORCO sales, Tribune Business was told
yesterday, although it was likely to be another 12-18 months
before economic recovery became broad-based enough to
reduce unemployment.

Wendy Craigg, the Central Bank of the Bahamas’ gover-
nor, told this newspaper that the foreign currency reserves
were likely to remain at “a very healthy level” for the
remainder of 2011, with further growth set to come from “the
real sector” and renewed foreign direct investments.

This was in contrast to one-off transactions, such as the
BTC and BORCO sale, and government foreign currency
borrowings via bond issues.

Ms Craigg said the last time the Bahamas’ foreign

Foreign reserves
strike $1.122 bn

record levels
* But another 12-18 months before 
economic recovery becomes broad-based
enough to lower unemployment
* Central Bank governor says IMF likely to
revise up 1.3% growth projections

SEE page 4B

HYWEL
JONES

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Bahamian commercial
banks want to see another
“two to three months” similar
to February 2011’s $67.2 mil-
lion loan arrears reduction to
develop a “strong trend”, Tri-
bune Business was told yes-
terday, as total credit past due
dropped to $1.131 billion.

Barry Malcolm, Scotiabank
(Bahamas) managing direc-
tor, commenting on Central
Bank of the Bahamas data
that showed the total per-
centage of past due loans had
dropped from 19.1 per cent
of total credit outstanding
(some $6.461 billion) to 18.2
per cent, said the “welcome”
drop had resulted from an
improved economy and inten-
sive work with borrowers to
restructure loans.

“Certainly, in our case
we’ve seen a welcome mod-
eration in reported delin-
quencies, and think it’s due
to a combination of things,”
Mr Malcolm explained to Tri-
bune Business. “It’s not going
gang busters, but there’s some
moderate improvement in the
economy, and in our organi-
sation we’re doing a lot of
work with customers who
have the means to remediate
their loans.”

Adding that Scotiabank
was doing “proper remedia-
tion work” to ensure that
clients’ loans were sustainable
long-term, Mr Malcolm said
of the Central Bank data: “It’s

Banks seek
‘strong trend’
after $67.2m
arrears drop
BORCO sale drops fiscal
deficit $32m or 16%
year-over-year to $169m

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Hotels in Nassau and Par-
adise Island suffered a 6.1 per
cent slump in their revenues
during January and February
compared to 2010, due to low-
er occupancies and average
daily room rates (ADRs), the
Central Bank of the Bahamas
said yesterday.

Leading tourism stake-
holders blamed this outcome
on bad weather in the US,
which reduced bookings and
increased cancellations dur-
ing the post-Christmas peri-
od, along with a decision that
was taken - and ultimately
reversed - to stop the ‘Com-
panion flies free’ travel pro-
motion during this period.

Industry representatives
had been expecting business
conditions in the tourism
industry to improve in gener-
al this year compared to last.

But despite this surprising-
ly poor performance in the
early part of the year, direc-
tor-general of tourism, David
Johnson; Bahamas Hotel
Association president, Stuart
Bowe; and Baha Mar vice-
president of external affairs
and former BHA president,
Robert Sands, said bookings
have picked up and improved
conditions are expected going
forward.

Mr Bowe said: “We fully
anticipate making up for lost
ground in January and Feb-
ruary based on what we are

Hotels suffer
6.1 per cent 
revenue decline

SEE page 4B

SEE page 2B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

A decision was taken to
quickly reinstate the ‘Compan-
ion Flies Free’ promotion after
a brief period, during which it
was discontinued in January,
resulted in a “30 per cent reduc-
tion” in bookings at Atlantis,
Tribune Business has learned.

The promotion, which was
launched at the start of 2010,
has been credited domestically
and internationally with boost-
ing arrivals to the Bahamas in
lean tourism times.

It was shutdown in January
and February, but reinstated
again by March after a “major
resort” saw a 30 per cent
decline in bookings, according
to director-general of tourism,
David Johnson.

While Mr Johnson did not
confirm the name of that resort,
Tribune Business understands
that the resort is Atlantis on
Paradise Island.

The decision was taken to

resume the promotion, and
“strong bookings” were seen as
a result. “There was a 35 to 40
per cent swing at that particular
resort after it was reinstated,”
said Mr Johnson. The promo-
tion ran in March, and was
again continued for the month
of April, but no decision has
yet been finalised regarding
whether or not it will continue
in May.

The elimination of the pro-
gram, which created an avenue
by which hotels and the Gov-
ernment could collectively
enhance the value-for-money

visitors to the Bahamas
achieved despite relatively high
flight costs, proved how criti-
cally important it is “for us to
have competitive airfares”, said
Mr Johnson.

“What this program is doing
is reassuring us that if we do
nothing for tourism we must
make sure we have low costs
and good capacity air travel,
because whenever that deteri-
orates everything else deterio-
rates,” he said.

‘35-40%’ Atlantis boost
from promotion return
PI resort saw 30% booking reduction after Companion Fly
Free ended in January and February, causing reinstatement

SEE page 3B

LANDMARK: Atlantis resort on Paradise Island.



seeing in March and April,
and advanced bookings over
the next two months. 

“Early in the year we were
impacted by severe weather
in major markets, which
closed airports. We were con-
strained as well by market
conditions affecting room
rates.

“A collective decision was
made by the Ministry of
Tourism and member hotels
to reinstate the Companion
Fly Free program, and as this

kicked into gear in February
we saw a difference in book-
ings, hence a further decision
recently to extend the pro-
gram.”

Mr Johnson noted that
bookings in the early part of
2010 received a special boost
from the initiation of the
‘Companion Flies Free’ pro-
gramme by the Ministry of
Tourism and participating
hotels, whereas the pro-
gramme was briefly discon-
tinued in January and Febru-
ary 2011.

He, too, pointed to bad

weather in key tourism mar-
kets as another significant
drag on bookings and hotel
revenue. 

“The nature of the winter
we had resulted in many flight
cancellations, so during peak
periods things were disrupt-
ed and that cost us some occu-
pancy,” said Mr Johnson.

Mr Sands agreed that bad
weather was a major factor,
adding that lower average dai-
ly room rates - a “major
determinant of yield” for
hotels -  are having a greater
impact on revenue this year
than occupancy levels over-
all, with many hotels offering
attractive packages to lure vis-
itors.

He added: “While we may
not have reached the fore-
casted levels for this year, I
think as a sector things are
gaining momentum and we
will get there. Certainly by
the end of this winter period,
we will exceed last year’s posi-
tion.

“It’s still not bullish, but
certainly we want to work
towards some continued
momentum. I think the
Caribbean as a region is a bit
slower in terms of getting
back to normalcy, but it is and
that’s the important thing.”

As for some of the ele-
ments contributing to insta-
bility in the global economy at
present, such as economic
woes in the Euro Zone and
conflict in Libya and parts of
the Middle East, Mr Sands
said that such “variables can
impact travel and you can’t
ignore them”.

“You just have to operate
within this environment and
hope that you can navigate
these various obstacles and
still show a forward move-
ment,” he added.

“Overall we are optimistic
that the forward momentum
will continue throughout the
year. Not in any big way, but
it’s going in the right direc-
tion.”

Some 125 business and finan-
cial services executives attend-
ed the Bahamas Financial Ser-
vices Board’s (BFSB) seminars
in Calgary and Toronto, held
in conjunction with the Gov-
ernment’s investment and trade
promotional tour of Canada.

Adding that the BFSB was
looking forward to participating
in future trade missions, fol-
lowing its The Bahamas Land-
fall: Rediscovering The
Bahamas event, Wendy War-
ren, its chief executive and
executive director, said: “The
22 individuals representing var-
ious Bahamian financial and
business firms, who participated
in the Bahamas Landfall work-
shops, had a unique opportu-
nity for personal interaction
with Canadian business col-
leagues.

“These types of interactions
are critical from a business
development perspective. We
believe that we not only made
great strides in making the
Canadian market aware of busi-

ness opportunities in the
Bahamas, but that we will see
additional business from Cana-
da.”

And she added: “The success
of our Bahamas Landfall events
would not have been possible
without the Government-led
mission itself taking place, and
the great collaboration among
the participating organisations.”

Focal points of the trade and
investment mission were lun-
cheon presentations by the
Prime Minister in conjunction
with representatives from the
Bahamas Investment Authori-
ty, the Ministry of Tourism &
Aviation, the Bahamas Mar-
itime Authority and BFSB.

The Bahamas Landfall:
Rediscovering The Bahamas
events gave updates on devel-
opments in the international

financial services industry in the
Bahamas; Grand Bahama and
the maritime sector; and resi-
dency and second home own-
ership. An update on the Tax
Information Exchange Agree-
ment (TIEA) between the
Bahamas and Canada was also
provided.

The Landfall seminars were
sponsored by Ansbacher
Bahamas, ATC Trustees
(Bahamas), Butterfield Bank
(Bahamas), IP Solutions Inter-
national, KPMG, Premier Fund
Services, PricewaterhouseC-
oopers, RBC Private Wealth
Management and Scotiabank. 

The BFSB will affirm its
commitment to the Canadian
market by participating in the
STEP Canada National Con-
ference, which takes place in
Toronto on June 2-3, 2011.
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Over 100 executives attend BFSB seminar

FROM page 1B

Hotels suffer 6.1 per cent revenue decline



Under the terms of the pro-
motion, a “free” airfare can be
obtained when two people
commit to travelling to The
Bahamas to stay at a partici-
pating hotel for a minimum of
four nights. The Bahamian gov-
ernment and the hotel where
the visitor, who is claiming the
free airfare under the deal, is
staying split the cost of the free
airfare equally.

Mr Johnson explained that
the reason why the promotion
was ultimately terminated for
a brief period this year came
down to the fact that it is
“expensive”, having resulted in
an average cost of $340 per
booking to be shared between
the Fovernment and the resort.

“We were trying to see if in
fact the natural demand for the
winter season would remain
strong without the stimuli of
Companion Flies Free. And as
it turned out, not across all
hotels but at major properties,
their booking pace declined sig-
nificantly,” said Mr Johnson.

“It was a crucial booking
period - during the first three
weeks in January - when most
of the winter bookings take
place. Even with heavy adver-
tising the inquiries were still
strong, but conversions to
bookings dried up and it
seemed that competing desti-
nations were getting a larger
share.”

Mr Johnson mentioned the
discontinuation of the program
yesterday as a factor which con-
tributed to what the Central
Bank, in its latest report on eco-
nomic and financial develop-
ments in the Bahamas for Feb-
ruary 2011, said was a 6.1 per
cent contraction in hotel rev-
enues in Nassau and Paradise
Island in January and Febru-
ary.

The Central Bank noted that
lower occupancy and daily
average room rates contributed
to the contraction over the
same period in 2010, while Mr
Johnson added that bad weath-
er and flight cancellations in
the US also appeared to have
contributed significantly.

Ed Fields, senior vice-presi-
dent for public affairs for
Kerzner International
(Bahamas), declined to com-

ment on the impact the discon-
tinuation of the promotion had
on the Atlantis resort. He
directed this newspaper to
speak with Frank Comito, exec-
utive vice-president at the
Bahamas Hotel Association.

A statement issued by Mr
Comito on behalf of BHA pres-

ident Stuart Bowe, also Kerzn-
er International (Bahamas)
senior vice-president of opera-
tions, said that a “collective
decision was made by the Min-
istry of Tourism and member
hotels to reinstate the compan-
ion fly free program.

“As this kicked into gear in
February we saw a difference in
bookings, hence a further deci-
sion recently to extend the pro-
gram.”
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By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

A top hotel employee and
Bahamian butler has launched
this nation’s first butler training
institute, where he intends to
provide across-the-board train-
ing to current and would-be
hotel employees looking to
advance their careers in the
industry.

As a 20-year hotel industry
veteran who this year won the
Cacique Award for Hotel
Employee of the Year, Mick-
lyn Lightbourne has achieved
certification from two of the
world’s leading butler training
organisations.

He has now opened his own
hospitality training school,
called the Coterie of Caribbean
Butlers, where he says he and
other specialists will be avail-
able to coach participants in
how to become successful ser-
vice providers in the hospitality
industry.

In addition to offering train-
ing, the Coterie will also act as
an agency linking those look-
ing to hire staff such as butlers,
maids, waiters/waitresses and
housekeeping staff with certi-
fied professionals in these areas.

“I am very passionate about
service and that’s what drove
me and my wife to start this
school,” Mr Lightbourne told
Tribune Business. While a
number of hospitality training
providers exist in the Bahamas,
the top butler contends that
“none go into the training to
the extent that we will”.

“We will be developing peo-
ple from the ground up,” added
Mr Lightbourne, who noted
that his qualifications now
enable him to practice as well
as  teach hospitality skills. 

The Coterie is reaching out
to individuals looking to launch
careers as butlers, companies
interested in on-site hospitality
training for their employees,
and those looking for specific

training and certification for
themselves or their staff in
areas such as housekeeping,
food and beverage and guest
services.  

While the training will be
based on the rounded skills-
building program received by
butlers, Mr Lightbourne said it
will be relevant to all persons
wishing to upgrade their own
or their staff’s service levels, or
achieve a certification to match
their experience.

Mr Lightbourne noted that
the program will benefit from
his extensive experience in the
hospitality industry, for which
he has been recognised nation-
ally at the Cacique Awards.

He worked for Atlantis for
15 years, including eight years
as a butler at the One&Only
Ocean Club, and four years in
the same role at Sandals’ Roy-
al Bahamian Resort on Cable
Beach. He received certifica-
tions as a butler from the Ivor
Spencer International School
for Butlers and Robert Wat-
son’s School of Professional
English Butlers, and went on
to become an Associate Mem-
ber of The Guild of Profes-
sional English Butlers.

“If you want to become a
certified butler we can do that
for you, or if you want to just
learn about service we can do
that. There will be guest ser-
vice training, housekeeping
training, food and beverage
training. Our program offers
internships, CPR training,
health and safety training,
emergency preparedness train-
ing. If you require computer

skills or knowledge of wines,
that can be taught, too. Once
people are trained with us
they’ll be completely vetted,
not only in theory but on a
practical level,” said Mr Light-
bourne. Mr Lightbourne said
he is confident that in light of
the success of resorts with but-
ler departments, such as San-
dals Emerald Bay, and with
projects like Baha Mar set to
come on stream over the next
several years, there will be
increased demand for hospital-
ity professionals trained and
certified in the areas the
Coterie of Caribbean Butlers
will deliver education in.

“What’s happening is you
have a lot of employees spend
15 to 20 years in a department,
so they know the work but they
are not certified. If they are
looking for another job and
want to better themselves, all
they have is the experience but
no certification. With things like
Baha Mar coming on stream,
looking for employees, that’s
where we come in,” said Mr
Lightbourne.

He said he has found his time
working in the field rewarding,
and “would encourage anyone”
to get involved.

“It’s been very beneficial to
me,” said Mr Lightbourne of
his experience. “I have guests
who write letters back who
invite me to come over to them
- to work for them or visit with
them. I have guests who say,
‘Micklyn, just come over so we
can serve you because you’ve
served us so well’, people who
write to me telling me they
were in tears when they had to
leave, so it’s very satisfying.

“I would encourage anyone
to get involved. It’s a great
career, and to add to it now you
can get certified, so you can
come away with something oth-
er than experience.”

Anyone interested in finding
out more about the school can
visit the company’s website at
www.coterieofbutlers.com.

Cacique winner opens
Butler training school

FROM page 1B Atlantis boost

MICKLYN LIGHTBOURNE

 



encouraging.
“We’d certainly like to see

two to three months of this
to make it a strong trend, but
in our case it represents good
news and we’re happy to see
it.

Improvement
“We need to see several

more months of this wel-
comed improvement in
reported delinquencies to be
more comfortable that it’s
going to be sustained.”

Mr Malcolm added that it
was critical to the economy’s
health for there to be a reduc-
tion in reported mortgage

delinquencies, given that this
was where the three largest
clearing banks have concen-
trated the majority of their

portfolios. The $67.2 million,
or 5.6 per cent reduction in
loan arrears during February,
was fuelled largely by the
$57.3 million or 11 per cent
drop in loans 31-90 days past
due to $463.5 million. As a
percentage of total credit out-
standing, they declined to 7.5
per cent.

This indicates that Bahami-
an households and businesses
moved during February to
become current once again
with loan payments likely to
have slipped during Decem-
ber and January, when Christ-
mas spending took priority. 

Non-performing loans,
which are 90 days past due
and upon which commercial
banks stop accruing interest,
only fell by $9.8 million or 1.5
per cent to $668.2 million,
dropping to 10.8 per cent of
total outstanding credit.

And the Central Bank also
indicated that February’s loan

arrears fall was heavily dri-
ven by loan write-offs and
restructurings, which collec-
tively totalled $11.3 million
and $25.7 million respectively.

Breaking down the indus-
try’s loan portfolio, the Cen-
tral Bank said total mortgage
delinquencies fell by $37.9
million or 6 per cent to $599.1
million. 

This was led by a $34.5 mil-
lion or 10.7 per cent decline in
the 31-90 days past due seg-
ment, and a $3.4 million or
1.1 per cent fall in the non-
performing component.

Arrears
“Commercial arrears also

receded by $37.7 million (13.1
per cent) to $249.2 million,
with decreases recorded in
both the 31-90 day and non-
performing categories of $32.2
million (37.5 per cent) and
$5.6 million (2.8 per cent)

respectively,” the Central
Bank said.

“In contrast, consumer
arrears increased by $8.5 mil-
lion (3.1 per cent) to $283.3
million, as the $9.3 million
(8.2 per cent) rise in short-
term arrears outpaced the
$0.9 million (0.5 per cent)
contraction in delinquencies
exceeding the 90 days.”

Banks lowered their loan
loss provisions by $1.4 million
or 0.5 per cent to $265.4 mil-
lion, but the ratio to arrears
and non-performing loans
rose by 1.2 and 0.4 percent-
age points respectively, to 25.5
per cent and 39.7 per cent
respectively.

Meanwhile, on the fiscal
front, the Government’s 2010-
2011 fiscal deficit for the sev-
en months to end-January fell
by $32 million, or 15.9 per
cent, year-over-year to $169.1
million, due to “a nearly 90
per cent surge in Stamp Tax
proceeds” resulting from the
sale of BORCO to Buckeye
Partners.

Tax collections rose 14.5
per cent as a result, with tax
receipts up 3.2 per cent or
$23.6 million to $763.3 mil-
lion. Non-tax collections were
down by 45.9 per cent or $63.4
million, as the Government
did not receive the $66 mil-
lion boost it gained the year
before from the sale of South
Riding Point to Norwegian
firm, Statoil.
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Bank of The Bahamas International, the institution of first choice in 
providing financial solutions, seeks to identify suitable candidates for the 
position of:

Key responsibilities:
• Responsible for managing a credit portfolio and works closely 

with credit analyst to ensure credit facilities are professionally 
underwritten and customer accounts are effectively monitored to 
maximize credit quality and minimize risk and potential loss.  

• Uses excellent communication and listening skills when 
interviewing credit applicants for a variety of credit products and 
providing tailored solutions to meet their needs;

• Demonstrate professional and analytical skills whilst interacting 
with external agencies to assist in providing solutions for our 
clients;

• Must be able to focus efforts on attracting new and profitable 
customers to the bank to achieve growth targets;

• Identifies and exploits business development opportunities by 
cross-selling products to existing accounts within an assigned 
portfolio that will help to achieve business growth;

Minimum Requirements:
• Bachelor’s degree and five (5) or more years of commercial 

banking experience.
• Strong accounting and finance skills to analyze Financial 

Statements
• Refined negotiation skills.
• Proficiency in the use of the Microsoft Office suite of products.
• Excellent organization, oral and written communication skills 
• Excellent leadership and interpersonal skills.
• Proven skills in the areas of credit and collections and knowledge 

of other industries to analyze credit worthiness and 
business trends 

All applications must be submitted by 21st April, 2011. Applicants 
should provide an updated cover letter and resume and advise their su-
pervisors/managers of their intent to apply for this position.  Please send 
resumes to hr.apply@bankbahamas.com 

exchange reserves exceeded $1 bil-
lion was in November 2009, when
they hit $1.033 billion after being
boosted by the Government’s $300
million foreign currency bond issue,
plus receipt of the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) Special
Drawing Rights (SDRs).

“We are at about $1.122 billion,”
Ms Craigg told Tribune Business of
the current foreign reserves posi-
tion. “This is the highest they have
been. They’re very healthy, and we
expect the reserves to be at a healthy
level for the balance of this year.

“That’s in the context of very
moderate, very mild credit expan-
sion, and we expect to have further
inflows from foreign direct invest-
ment. The [benefits] from that
should sustain the reserves at a very
healthy level throughout this year.

“The growth will come more from
the real sector rather than govern-
ment borrowings and one-offs. It
will be a return to several years ago,
when growth in foreign direct invest-
ment drove reserve growth.”

Increased foreign direct invest-
ment inflows, Ms Craigg said, would
be stimulated by Baha Mar’s $2.6
billion Cable Beach redevelopment
and other “real sector” projects in
the pipeline, will increased tourism
arrivals would also create additional

foreign currency injections.
“We expect to see some pick up,”

the Central Bank governor said of
foreign direct investment. Although
no numbers on foreign direct invest-
ment inflows for the 2010 fourth
quarter and 2011 first quarter are
yet available, Ms Craigg said: “We
would see an increase for the fourth
quarter, and one-off transactions
have contributed to that.

“We had the one-off capital trans-
action from Royal Bank, and that
has helped to boost external reserves

and the capital account, so in the
fourth quarter expect to see a surplus
on the capital account.” 

Royal Bank injected almost $200
million in foreign currency into the
Bahamian economy, due to the need
to enhance capitalisation of its oper-
ations in this country, as it converted
them from a head office branch to a
standalone subsidiary. The contri-
bution to foreign direct investment
inflows from land acquisitions and
property purchases, though, was
more muted.

Ms Craigg told Tribune Business
that the roll-out of new foreign direct
investment projects would provide
badly needed jobs for Bahamians,
helping to reduce unemployment
levels and raise disposable incomes -
the key factor in any economic
recovery.

“As these FDI investment activi-
ties roll-out, and they provide oppor-
tunities for new employment, par-
ticularly in the services sector, that’s
a key requirement for an improved
situation,” the Central Bank gover-
nor told Tribune Business.

“It’s [economic recovery] begin-
ning to happen now, but it’s not
broad-based, and it may be another
12-18 months before it really takes
hold and we see some positive devel-
opments.”

Consumer spending, she added,
was “a significant part” of aggregate

demand in the Bahamian economy,
accounting for just over two-thirds of
total spending in this nation. 

“The consumer is a significant part
of the economy, and their spending
will help to drive and revitalise
growth momentum in the economy,”
Ms Craigg said.

“But consumer credit is in a net
repayment position. The consumer is
not borrowing; they’re paying down
their debt at this point in time.”

The Central Bank of the
Bahamas’ report on monthly eco-
nomic and financial developments
for February noted that this posi-
tion had slightly improved, with
Bahamian dollar credit extended
during that month growing by $9.6
million, compared to a $4.7 million
contraction the year before.

“With some recovery in loan
extension, the decline in private sec-
tor credit slackened to $5.5 million
from $28.6 million in 2010,” the Cen-
tral Bank said. Commercial loans
firmed by $0.3 million, compared to
a $15 million decline the year before,
while the consumer credit contrac-
tion abated by $9.7 million to $4.1
million. Mortgage loans fell by $1.7
million, after a $0.3 million gain in
2010. 

Pointing out that International
Monetary Fund (IMF) executives
were in the Bahamas recently to
assess the economic situation, the

Central Bank governor said their
latest projection of 1.3 per cent GDP
growth for this nation in 2011 was
likely to be “increased”.

“They may update their position,
and it’s likely those figures will
increase,” Ms Craigg said. “They will
have to take account the Baha Mar
project. Certainly, there’s that poten-
tial.”

The Central Bank, while noting
that the Bahamian economy was
expected to gain momentum in 2011
from an improved tourism and for-
eign direct investment showing, said
it faced downside risks from the pace
of US and global recovery, plus infla-
tion resulting from energy and com-
modity price rises.

There were still “some signs of
softness in the key tourism sector”
during 2011, although construction
was supported by Baha Mar and the
Government’s infrastructure pro-
jects. Yet the Central Bank said: “As
the recovery has yet to translate into
any notable improvement in labour
market conditions, domestic demand
continued to be weak, and oppor-
tunities for a reduction in banks’
credit quality indicators, limited.

“The bulk of the anticipated short-
term employment gains are expect-
ed to be concentrated in construc-
tion-related activities, with a broad-
ening in benefits not likely until in
the medium-term.”

Foreign reserves strike $1.122 bn record levels
FROM page 1B

WENDY CRAIGG

FROM page 1B

Banks seek ‘strong trend’
after $67.2m arrears drop
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.19 1.19 0.00 0.123 0.040 9.7 3.36%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
6.25 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.00 6.00 0.00 324 0.153 0.100 39.2 1.67%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.168 0.090 16.1 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.40 8.75 Cable Bahamas 8.75 8.75 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.54%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 1.031 0.040 2.5 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.93 6.93 0.00 10,000 0.488 0.260 14.2 3.75%
2.86 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.06 2.02 -0.04 0.111 0.045 18.2 2.23%
2.54 1.40 Doctor's Hospital 1.40 1.40 0.00 0.107 0.110 13.1 7.86%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.22 4.75 -0.47 1,000 0.357 0.240 13.3 5.05%
9.10 5.65 Finco 6.78 6.78 0.00 0.682 0.000 9.9 0.00%
11.40 8.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.76 8.76 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.7 4.00%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 5.50 5.50 0.00 0.452 0.160 12.2 2.91%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 1,000 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

TUESDAY, 12 APRIL 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,434.46 | CHG -2.47 | %CHG -0.17 | YTD -65.02 | YTD % -4.34

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5487 1.4525 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5487 1.48% 6.06% 1.526164
2.9814 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9814 1.15% 2.40% 2.947425
1.5920 1.5141 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5920 1.14% 4.53% 1.574964
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7049 -0.56% -15.54%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
115.7622 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 115.7622 9.58% 9.58% 114.368369
111.4697 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 111.4697 11.32% 11.32% 106.552835
1.1465 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1465 5.20% 5.20%
1.1185 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1185 4.73% 4.73%
1.1491 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1491 5.35% 5.35%
9.9952 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9952 1.51% 6.08%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.2173 1.50% 6.41%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.4288 4.03% 4.29%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.5559 1.88% 8.41%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

109.392860
100.183340

31-Dec-10

31-Dec-10

NAV 6MTH
1.505557
2.918697
1.555464

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11
1-Apr-11

31-Jan-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Mar-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10
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Seaside Heights.
This came after Brian Moree QC, senior partner at McK-

inney, Bancroft & Hughes, acting on Plainfield and Seaside
Heights’ behalf, successfully argued that the foreclosure
bid “was premature without evidence of approval from the
Central Bank for the repayment of the loans to Propco”.

That ruling sent a chill through the Bahamian business and
investment community, since it was perceived as preventing
foreign lenders (particularly those financing foreign direct
investment) from commencing foreclosure actions on a
defaulting Bahamian borrower if they had no specific per-
mission to repay the loan. 

Lenders would have been stymied, and exposed to poten-
tial heavy losses, while Bahamas-based borrowers would
have seen a reduction in credit availability as foreign lenders
shied away from this nation.

Recalling the dispute’s origins, Justices Blackman and
John said the Central Bank gave Propco permission on
August 22, 2008, to extend two loan facilities - worth $50 mil-
lion and $22.5 million respectively - to New South Ocean
Development Company, the latter executing promissory
notes to secure repayment of the loans.

“Under the terms of the promissory note, New South
Ocean was required to pay interest on each note on a quar-
terly basis, and to repay the principal under the $22.5 million
note in three equal quarterly instalments between June 30,
2008, and December 30, 2008,” the Appeal Justices said.

“There was a failure to pay the installments of principal
and interest on September 30, 2008, and the learned judge
in his ruling of November 17, 2009, held that a default had
occurred.”

They added: “Mr Moree for Seaside submitted here and
in the court below that the August 22, 2008, letter from
the Central Bank was ineffectual in providing authority to
Propco to demand repayment of the loans, without the
issue of a specific approval for that purpose under the
Exchange Control Regulations.

Approval
“Mr Moree submitted that while the August letter gave

approval for the loan in compliance with Regulation One of
the Exchange Control Regulations, it did not authorise
repayment. It was his contention that the permission to
execute the promissory notes to secure the loan was only for
that purpose, and that a further application was necessary to
effect repayment of the loans approved by the Central
Bank.”

Yet Robert Adams, attorney and partner with Graham
Thompson & Co, argued on Propco’s behalf that the Cen-
tral Bank letter “needed to be interpreted objectively”,
and that it granted permission for the making and servicing
of the loans through interest and principal repayments.

Mr Adams argued that Propco and New South Ocean
had agreed the financing for the latter’s acquisition of the
land required for the resort development, and had sought the
necessary Central Bank approvals.

The Central Bank was given the relevant documents,
including the promissory notes and debentures, and was
thus aware of the quarterly payments required under both
the $50 million and $22.5 million loans, plus the three prin-
cipal repayments on the latter. The final two of these were
due on September 30, 2008, and December 30, 2008.

Finding for Propco, Justices Blackman and John ruled:
“The notion, as posited by Mr Moree, that permission to
repay the loans could only be given at the time of repayment,
and could not be given in advance, has no substance.

“In [our] view the August 22, 2008, letter was effective to
give approval for the making and servicing by way of pay-
ment of interest and the repayment of principal, of the
loans.”

This, they added, was clarified by the Central Bank of the
Bahamas’ March 29, 2010, guidance note, which stated that
letters of approval granted to foreign lenders included per-
mission to lend, borrow and repay. This reflected the poli-
cies in place in August 2008.

Justice Newman, the third judge who heard the South
Ocean case appeal, also agreed that the Supreme Court
verdict should be overturned, setting out his reasons in a dif-
ferent judgment (see tomorrow’s Tribune Business for a
report on this).

$72.5 MILLION SOUTH OCEAN 
FORECLOSE BLOCK REMOVED
FROM page 1B

and four investors to overturn the
receivership of client companies/assets
imposed, via two different Orders, by
the Supreme Court, although it did rule
in favour of the Bahamas-based financial
institution’s submission that it was “an
interested party” since it acted as trustee
of the shares for two client companies.

The Appeals Court also ruled that Jus-
tice Claire Hepburn was wrong to have
discharged the initial receivership Order
imposed on September 21, 2007, by for-
mer justice John Lyons, only to re-
impose the receiver through her own
Order.

However, the Court of Appeal said
that it became obvious during the court
proceedings that the root cause of the
Experta/investors’ appeal was the likely
cost burden they and their
companies/assets would face in meeting
the receiver’s costs.

John Wilson, the McKinney, Bancroft
& Hughes attorney and partner, who was
acting for Experta and the investors, indi-
cated their main concern was that they
would be liable to pay for all the costs
incurred by the 24 companies covered
by the receivership order, rather than
just the costs incurred by their own
respective companies.

As a result, Mr Wilson and Christo-
pher Jenkins of Lennox Paton, the attor-
ney representing Mr Jones’s Britannia
Group, worked out an agreement to
amend ex-justice Lyons’s initial receiver-
ship Order so that the investors’ com-
panies and their assets would only be
liable to pay costs incurred by their own
entities - not all 24 companies as a whole.

In its ruling, the Court of Appeal said:
“Mr Wilson...... emphasised that even
though the receivership order was for
the protection of the assets of the client
companies, its existence was an encum-
brance on those assets, as it would make
them available to pay costs of the
receivership of some 24 companies put
under receivership.

“He explained that the appellants
[Experta and the investors] are big boys
and they could take care of themselves,

and that they need not be involved in
the dispute between the two principal
protagonists, Mr Turnquest and Mr
Jones, and that [they] did not need the
protection of the receivership.”

Detailing how the dispute between the
two arose in 2007, the Court of Appeal
noted that claim and counterclaim had
gone back and forth between Mr Turn-
quest and his Bonnycord Group on one
hand, and Mr Jones and his Britannia
Group and Hampton Insurance Compa-
ny on the other, with the substantive
issue at the heart of the dispute yet to be
resolved.

Justice Lyons had described their for-
mer relationship as a partnership, with
some clients following Mr Turnquest to
Bonnycord when he split, and others
remaining with Mr Jones at Britannia.
Client accounts and investments were
placed in holding companies, usually
International Business Companies
(IBCs).

Litigation
Noting that the receivership appeal

was an interlocutory matter to be set-
tled ahead of the main dispute, the Court
of Appeal said: “It is fair to say that it is
the various corporate structures used as
vehicles for the investment of premiums
on life insurance policies purchased by
investors, and the financial stake in these
policies, that are at the heart of the liti-
gation in this case.

“There ensued a breakdown in the
business relationship between Mr Turn-
quest and Mr Jones........ The breakdown
of their business relationship was marked
by acrimony, with allegations and
counter-allegations of fraud being
exchanged between them, and the spec-
tre of dissipating certain assets of the
client companies by one side or the oth-
er looming large.”

As a result, ex-justice Lyons granted
Mr Jones’ application to appoint BDO
Mann Judd accountant, Clifford Culmer,
as receiver/manager for the client com-
panies and their assets, in a bid to protect
these investments. An application to have
the receivership Order overturned was

also discharged. Neither of these deci-
sions was appealed, the Court of Appeal
said, but Experta and four impacted
investors - David Ryan, Robert Kibble,
Jo Ann Senyei and Dr Franklyn Nyman
- then applied on September 9, 2008, to
set aside the receivership and discharge
Mr Culmer.

Justice Hepburn duly discharged the
first receivership Order, but then
imposed a new one. However, the Court
of Appeal found that the application by
Experta and the four investors was made
“on a faulty premise, and did not clothe
the learned judge with the authority to
proceed as she did to discharge the first
receivership Order”. As a result, ex-jus-
tice Lyons original Order was still in play.

The Court of Appeal found that Jus-
tice Hepburn “did not pay sufficient or
any regard to the basis of the litigation
between the parties to the original action.
The learned judge consequently took a
narrow view of this.

“It was manifest that it was the break-
down in the business relationship
between the two principal protagonists,
Lester Turnquest and Hywel Jones, relat-
ing to the investments in the client com-
panies that fuelled the litigation between
them.........

“The core of the business relationship
was, of course, the investment of funds in
the client companies. Therefore, for Jus-
tice Hepburn to have discharged the first
receivership Order on the basis that it
was made at a time when the client com-
panies were not a party to the original
action was, with respect, too narrow a
view and completely ignored the pur-
pose of making the Order in the first
place: It was made to protect the assets of
the partnership represented in the client
companies.”

Finding that Justice Hepburn should
have confirmed the original receivership
Order, rather than discharge it, the Court
of Appeal also found that Experta was
“clearly an interested person” in the mat-
ter under the Companies Act because it
was trustee for two trusts that held shares
in two companies under the receivership.
It therefore held an interest in the trust
property.

Receiver remains in ex-MP’s
fight with slain banker

FROM page 1B

         



NEW YORK 

The yen and Swiss franc
traded higher against the dol-
lar on Tuesday after Japan
boosted the crisis level at the
nuclear plant damaged in an
earthquake and tsunami a
month ago.

Nuclear regulators raised
the rating from 5 to 7, the
highest level for nuclear acci-
dents, putting it on par with
the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.

The dollar was worth 83.75
Japanese yen late Tuesday,
down from 84.75 yen late
Monday. The dollar fell to
0.8970 Swiss franc from 0.9066
Swiss franc.

The yen and franc are con-
sidered safe-haven currencies,

and investors tend to buy
them during times of interna-
tional turmoil. Days after the
March 11 earthquake and
tsunami hit, the Japanese cur-
rency soared to a record high
against the dollar. The dollar
fell as low as 76.32 Japanese
yen that day.

Elsewhere, the euro rose to
$1.4485 from $1.4429 late
Monday on anticipation that
the European Central Bank
will raise rates faster than the
U.S. Federal Reserve. The
European Central Bank
raised its key interest rate last
week, while the Federal
Reserve has kept it at record
lows.

On Monday, Federal
Reserve Vice Chair Janet
Yellen said in a speech that
the economy is still not strong
enough to start changing the
central bank's current policy.

Central banks raise inter-
est rates to curb inflation, and
higher rates tend to increase
demand for the currency
linked to that country or
region.

In the U.S., the Commerce
Department said the trade
deficit fell 2.6 percent to $45.8
billion in February mostly
because of a big decline in oil
imports.
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MARTIN CRUTSINGER,
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON 

The $38 billion in spending cuts agreed to
last week won't prevent this year's budget
deficit from setting another record high,
estimated at $1.5 trillion.

Most of the agreed-to spending cuts
either affect future budgets or amount to
accounting gimmicks that won't reduce
actual spending.

The Treasury Department reported
Tuesday that the deficit already totals
$829.4 billion through the first six months of
the budget year — a figure that until 2009
would have been the biggest ever for an
entire year. For March alone, the govern-
ment ran a deficit of $188 billion.

President Barack Obama and congres-
sional Republicans averted a government
shutdown last week by agreeing to the
largest-ever spending cuts for a single year.
But David Wyss, chief economist at Stan-
dard & Poor's in New York, said those cuts
amount to a "rounding error" in this year's
deficit.

The cuts include unspent money from
the 2010 census, which is completed, and
$2.5 billion from the most recent repeal of
highway programs that can't be spent
because of restrictions set by other legisla-
tion. They also include $3.5 billion in

unused bonuses for states that enroll more
children in a health care program for low-
er-income families.

Wyss expects the deficit will surpass the
record of $1.41 trillion hit in 2009. The non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office
raised its estimate earlier this year from
$1.1 trillion to $1.5 trillion. A tax-cut pack-
age negotiated in December by Obama
and Republicans, which includes a one-
year reduction in the Social Security payroll
tax, prompted the CBO to raise its esti-
mate.

Ballooning
The ballooning deficit is certain to give

Republicans leverage in future spending
debates, starting with the upcoming vote to
raise the government's borrowing authori-
ty above $14.3 trillion.

The Treasury has told Congress that it
must vote to raise the debt limit by summer.
Without an increase, the government would
not be able to meet its current debt pay-
ments, resulting in an unprecedented
default on its debt.

Republicans hope to use vote on the
debt limit to force Obama to accept long-
term deficit-reduction measures. A big fight
looms over the 2012 budget, which will
center on House Republicans' plan to cut
$5.8 trillion over 10 years by making sweep-

ing changes to Medicare and Medicaid.
Obama is scheduled to deliver a speech

Wednesday in which he will outline his
own goals to achieve long-term deficit
reductions.

Some analysts see the House spending
plan, put forward by House Budget Chair-
man Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and Obama's
speech as the opening salvos in a battle
that will likely extend through the 2012
presidential campaign. There is little expec-
tation that major changes in the govern-
ment's entitlement programs will occur
until after the upcoming election. Howev-
er, both parties will likely stake out their
ground and seek to convince voters that
they have the best formula for getting the
country out of its current deficit malaise.

The outcome of that debate could set
the country's budget course for many years
to come.

"I think the debate has shifted and there
is significant momentum now for making
real progress in addressing our fiscal prob-
lems," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at
Moody's Analytics.

Other analysts are not as optimistic that
the government's deficit problems are any
closer to being resolved.

"Nobody wants to face the facts," Wyss
said. "We can't continue promising peo-
ple more government spending than we
are willing to pay for."

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak)
MAKING THE CASE: In this April 8, 2011 photo, President Obama poses for photographers in the Blue Room at the White House in Wash-
ington after he spoke regarding the budget and averted government shutdown after a deal was made between Republican and Democrat law-
makers.

SPENDING CUTS NOT EXPECTED TO DENT $1.5T DEFICIT Yen rises against dollar on Japan nuclear crisis 



CHRIS KAHN,
AP Energy Writer
NEW YORK 

Oil dropped to the lowest
level this month on Tuesday as
energy experts said the world
will remain flush with surplus
oil this year despite the loss of
Libya's exports and increased
demand from Japan.

Oil was also pushed down
after Goldman Sachs warned
investors that the price had
already topped its second-quar-
ter forecast and is due for a
"substantial pullback" in the
near term. Traders took special
notice of Goldman's warning
because the investment bank is
considered a big player in oil
markets, and it's known for
bullish price forecasts.

Benchmark West Texas
Intermediate crude for May
delivery gave up $3.67, or 3 per-
cent, to settle at $106.25 per
barrel on the New York Mer-
cantile Exchange. Oil dropped
as low as $105.47 earlier in the
day.

Goldman analyst David
Greely noted that global sup-
plies remain "adequate" even
though the rebellion in Libya
shut down production there.

In March, Greely increased
his forecast for Brent crude by
$4.50 per barrel to $105 per bar-
rel because of the Libyan upris-
ing. Greely said OPEC was
forced to ramp up oil produc-
tion so much that it would have
difficulty stabilizing prices if
another conflict were to occur.
On Tuesday, Greely revised his
opinion, saying the industry still
has a healthier supply of oil
than it did in the spring of 2008,
when oil started its historic rise
to record levels.

Analyst and trader Stephen
Schork pointed out that any-
one who bought oil contracts
last week paid between $107.58
and $112.94 per barrel. If oil
continues to hold below that

level, it could trigger a wider
sell-off. "If they panic, we could
be at $100 (per barrel) in no
time," Schork said.

Prices fell from two-year
highs on Tuesday as some of
the industry's primary data-col-
lecting agencies released
monthly forecasts showing that
refineries should remain well
supplied with oil despite grow-
ing demand from China and
other emerging economies. Oil
prices had surged 33 percent
since the middle of February,
when Libya's uprising raised
fears that world supplies would
be squeezed this year.

The International Energy
Agency said Tuesday that a
supply crisis has been averted,
in the short term at least, as
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the
United Arab Emirates boost
production to offset the loss of
Libya's 1.5 million barrels of
daily oil exports. Platts report-
ed that increased production
from OPEC countries covered
some, but not all, of lost Libyan
production in March.

Both OPEC and IEA
warned that high energy prices
are starting to force people to
conserve. "High prices are
already starting to dent demand
growth," IEA said in its month-

ly report. Economists have
been looking for signs that con-
sumers are starting to balk at
higher energy prices. Industry
surveys of gasoline purchases
suggest that motorists have
started to drive less, though
some analysts, including those
at Barclays Capital, say they
haven't seen a "considerable
impact" yet.

Analysts say it's unclear
whether oil is headed for a cor-
rection and lower prices. They
note that the price of oil fell by
a greater amount on March 15
than on Tuesday. The March
drop happened as Japanese
authorities struggled to stabi-
lize nuclear generators after the
region was rocked by a devas-
tating earthquake and tsunami.

"The trend is still up" for oil
prices, said Tom Bentz, director
of BNP Paribas Commodity
Futures. But he added, "I don't
know how long we can keep
seeing increases in inflation
across the board — food infla-
tion, energy inflation — and
how long we can see that go on
without having some kind of
pullback in demand."

Already, in the U.S., gaso-
line demand has dropped for
six straight weeks, according to

MasterCard SpendingPulse.
SpendingPulse said Americans
bought 3 percent less gas last
week than at the same time last
year. The consumer research
group tracks gasoline purchas-
es at 140,000 service stations
around the country.

The Energy Department's
Energy Information Adminis-
tration said Tuesday that gaso-
line prices should be higher
when vacationers hit the high-
ways this summer. The agency

said in its monthly forecast that
Americans will pay an average
$3.86 per gallon ($1.02 a liter)
during the summer driving sea-
son, which traditionally begins
with Memorial Day weekend.

In other Nymex trading for
May contracts, heating oil lost
7.99 cents to settle at $3.1726
per gallon and gasoline futures
gave up 3.64 cents to settle at
$3.1641 per gallon. Natural gas
fell a penny to settle at $4.098
per 1,000 cubic feet.
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(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)
PIT WORKERS: Traders work the crude oil options pit at the New York Mercantile Exchange Tuesday, April
12, 2011 in New York. Oil is falling after Goldman Sachs warned investors that crude is due for a “sub-
stantial pullback.” 

Oil price tumbles
on supplies and

Goldman pullback 

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS



ADAM WEINTRAUB,
Associated Press
MILPITAS, California 

California Gov. Jerry
Brown on Tuesday signed
legislation requiring utilities
to get one-third of their
power from renewable
sources, giving the state the
most aggressive alternative
energy mandate in the U.S.

California utilities and
other electricity providers
have until the end of 2020

to draw 33 percent of their
power from solar panels,
windmills and other renew-
able sources. Brown signed
the bill at a solar panel man-
ufacturing plant near San
Jose.

"There are people who
think we can drill our way
to happiness and prosperi-
ty," the Democratic gover-
nor told hundreds of plant
workers and other support-
ers gathered to witness the
signing. "Instead of just tak-

ing oil from thousands of
miles away, we're taking the
sun and converting it."

Previous California law
required utilities to get 20
percent of their power from
renewable sources. Sup-
porters of the higher stan-
dard said it will reassure
investors and keep money
flowing to develop alterna-
tive energy sources. They
say that will lead to cleaner
air and job growth in the
clean-energy sector.

U.S. Energy Secretary
Steven Chu also attended
the bill signing ceremony at
the SunPower-Flextronics
solar manufacturing plant in
the San Francisco Bay area
city of Milpitas.

Critics of the legislation
said sticking with traditional
energy sources such as coal
and natural gas would be
cheaper, keeping costs down
for business and residential
ratepayers. Business groups
point to estimates that the
higher standard could drive
up electricity costs for Cali-
fornia ratepayers by more
than 7 percent, despite lan-
guage in the legislation to
limit cost increases.

"Industry in California
already pays electricity rates
about 50 percent higher than
the rest of the country," said
Gino DiCaro, spokesman
for the California Manufac-
turers and Technology
Association. "With 33 per-
cent, those rates are going
to go up even more."
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(AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
RENEWABLE POWER GOALS: Government officials including U.S. Energy Secretary, Steven Chu, far left, and California Gov. Jerry Brown,
second from left,  tour a solar powered facility at Flextronics in Milpitas, Calif., Tuesday, April 12, 2011. Gov. Jerry Brown signed legislation
Tuesday that would require California utilities to get a third of their power from renewable sources, giving the state the most aggressive alter-
native energy mandate in the U.S.  

CALIFORNIA SETS NEW HIGH RENEWABLE POWER GOALS

MATTHEW CRAFT,
AP Business Writers
STAN CHOE,
AP Business Writers
NEW YORK 

The Dow Jones industrial
average lost more than 100
points Tuesday after Japan
raised the severity of its
nuclear crisis and Alcoa Inc.
reported disappointing sales.
A drop in oil prices pulled
down energy stocks.

Markets also fell in Asia
and Europe after Japan said
the crisis at its crippled
nuclear plant was as serious
as the 1986 Chernobyl acci-
dent, though much less radiation has leaked.

The plant in northern Japan was damaged in the March 11
earthquake and tsunami disaster.

"It means slower growing coming out of Japan in the
short term, and that's going to weigh on global growth," said
Peter Cardillo, chief market economist at Avalon Partners
Inc.

The Dow Jones industrial average fell 117.53 points, or 0.9
percent, to close at 12,263.58. That's the largest drop since
March 16, when the Dow lost 242 points on fears of a
nuclear meltdown in Japan.

The Standard & Poor's 500 index fell 10.30, or 0.8 percent,
to 1,314.16. The Nasdaq composite index fell 26.72, or 1
percent, to 2,744.79.

The situation in Japan and an unexpected drop in U.S.
exports sent bond prices sharply higher and their yields
lower. The yield on the 10-year note fell to 3.49 percent from
3.58 percent late Monday.

The Commerce Department said in its monthly trade
report that exports fell 1.4 percent in February, more than
economists had expected and a worrisome sign for U.S.
economic growth. Exports had climbed 2.6 percent in Jan-
uary to an all-time high.

Alcoa dropped 6 percent to $16.70 after the aluminum
maker's first-quarter revenues fell short of expectations.
Alcoa, one of the 30 companies that make up the Dow
average, is the first large company to report quarterly earn-
ings.

Other big companies reporting results this week include
JPMorgan Chase & Co., Google Inc. and Bank of America
Corp.

The energy industry lost the most of the 10 that make up
the S&P 500 index. Oil prices slid 3 percent to settle at
$106.25 per barrel, the lowest price this month.

Goldman Sachs, which had expected higher oil prices,
surprised oil traders with a report early Tuesday saying it
now expects a "substantial pullback." Chevron Corp. lost 3
percent and Exxon Mobil Corp. 2 percent.

Slot machine makers dropped after WMS Industries Inc.
warned that its latest earnings will fall short of expecta-
tions. WMS sank 17 percent. International Game Technol-
ogy dropped 3 percent.

Three shares fell for every one that rose on the New
York Stock Exchange. Trading volume was 4.4 billion
shares.

Stocks fall after
Japan raises
crisis level 

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS



A RTIST IN DA SPOTLIGHT:
LET’S ADD A LITTLE PEPPER!

BRITISH ROYAL WEDDING
GUEST LIST DETAILS EMERGE

STYLEZINE MAGAZINE SETS
RECORD WITH ONLINE HITS
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

THE College of The Bahamas Writ-
ers of Light will present "Behind
The Lens", a photo documentary

highlighting over seventy pictures that
will be on display focusing on different
subjects ranging from "Transportation:
It's unreliability to Relationships."

The event will take place on Thursday,
April 14 at the college’s Harry C Moore
Library and Information Center, starting at
noon. Admission is free.

This is the the first photo exhibition to be
hosted in the lobby of the new multi million
dollar library. The purpose of the exhibition is
to create social awareness through the mes-
sages of the five photos from the students. As
Professor Hugo Zarate puts it, "It's like a doc-
umentary." Every semester since 2007, the
photojournalism class has hosted a photo
exhibition to tell
stories with pho-
tographs, as each
class looked to
equal or outdo those
that came before.”

COB student,
Myah Moss, an
accounting major
explained her theme
for the exhibition is
transportation. She
says: "I'll never take
or view pictures the
same way after tak-
ing this class. I
found the class to be
exciting and learned
a lot about story
telling, composition
and learning about
different angles. I
found out about this
course when looking
for an elective."

Another student,
Kyle Walkine-, a mass communications major
noted: "I came into the course thinking that I
knew a lot. I think I'm the best photojournal-
ist in the class." 

He said that the course taught him a lot
about composition and depth of field.

Speaking on her experience in the class, Jas
Haeword added: "It's a lot of hard work but it
gave me the opportunity to take pictures of
places I wouldn't have before." She says it was
also very interesting to see the reactions of the
persons not wanting to be pictured.

I'll never take 
or view pictures

the same way
after taking this

class. I found the
class to be excit-
ing and learned

a lot about 
story telling, 

composition and 
learning about 

different angles.
– MYAH MOSS
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YA H E A R
G O S S I P  C O R N E R

L I N ED AY

•YA HEAR Gucci Mane
arrested AGAIN? Accord-
ing to a police report, he
picked up a woman at a local
mall, invited her out for
breakfast and then tried to
offer her $150 to stop by a
hotel with him. When she
refused, he pushed her out
of his car while it was in
motion. She was taken to the
hospital with "soreness and
pain." The rapper (real
name: Radric Davis) will
also be charged with viola-
tion of probation.

•YA HEAR Toronto Rap-
tors are receiving homopho-
bic backlash? In a light-
hearted moment, after a
game last week,  Leandro
Barbosa took the hand of
teammate Reggie Evans
enroute to the locker room.
The image has caused a "no
homo" gay panic backlash
across the 'net. OutSports
captured some of the
flavour: "How romantic
&ha, faggs. "Reggie Evans is
GAY" "Not only does [head
coach] Jay Triano have to
deal with Barnani and
Calderon but these fags as
well! it’s a miracle they even
won 21 games!"

• YA HEAR Britney Spears
and Rihanna collaborated
for S&M remix? Pop starlets
Rihanna and Britney Spears
have joined forces for the
official remix of Rihanna’s
most recent and controver-
sial single, “S&M.” The
remix is not too different
from the original song. Brit-
ney gives a little something
different on the second verse
and joins Rihanna on the
bridge.

•YA HEAR superstar Mia-
mi Heat forward LeBron
James’ mother was arrested?
Gloria James was arrested
by Miami Beach police after
she was accused of assaulting
a valet worker because it
was taking too long to have
her car delivered. She was
released with a promise to
appear on charges of simple
battery and disorderly con-
duct.

BY LESH

ATRUE ENTERTAINER,
Angelique Rollins, better known
as her stage name Countess Pep-

per started in the business at a very
young age. She takes on the craft of
singing and dancing to another level.

Speaking to In Ya Ear, Countess explained: "I’m
an entertainer, I sing, fire dance, model and I’m also
a choreographer."

According to her website, www.countesspep-
per.com, with her tricks and dynamic fire acts, she
is known to be the most daring fire-eater, with her
ability to light parts of her body on fire, spit fire and
crawl through a flaming hoop of fire.

"Spreading her wealth of knowledge in enter-
tainment, she's choreographed for many shows
such as, Sizzle Fever Broadway and Roots and
Culture show in Jamaica back in 2001," the site
s t a t e d .

The Countess herself who currently lives in Nas-
sau is promoting her new album which is called
Fabulous and is set to hit stores next month.

"The album has twelve songs and I came up with
the name Fabulous because it is actually the name
from one of the songs."

When asked how she came up with the name
Countess, she said: "Countess is my stage name, my
agent in Washington DC said that I have an era
about me that is of a rich wealthy woman and so

they started calling me
Countess. We wanted to drop
the Pepper, but unfortunate-
ly the Pepper sticks, it's a
name that I can't get rid of
so it adds to it."

Speaking on her shows in
the Bahamas, she said: " I do
shows here every other week
or so, I travel a lot, but I do
all of the major hotels, such
as Sandals, Crystal Palace,
Atlantis as well as in Exuma
I'm at Sandals Resort."

In Ya Ear understands that
Countess was one of the artist
that performed at the Bahamas top model com-
petition just last week.

So far, she has worked with artist such as Betty
Wright, Aretha Franklin, KB, Ronnie Butler and
Terez. In the future she would love to work with
Smokey Robinson.

Giving her views on Bahamian music today and
young artists out there, she said: "I'm impressed
because they are not just thinking in the box any-
more, they are fusing the Bahamian music with
other music which I think will get our style of music
out there faster, like myself, my song fabulous is a
mix of Techno and Junkanoo mix."

"I am impressed with a lot of the upcoming artists
and their style of doing different stuff, it’s not just
one way of thinking with the music, everybody's
getting us as a brand of Bahamians, out there."

BY LESH

LAST WEEK'S episode of
American Idol 2011 is an episode
I’ll never forget. Either Ameri-
cans have lost their minds or it
was just Pia's time to venture off
into better record deals, that is
the only logical reason I can come
up with for her being voted out
of the competition. 

Whether you were a Pia fan or
not, you cannot question her tal-
ent. it was evident and Thursday
night's elimination was indeed a
shocker for all viewers.

Many celebrities took to the
famous social networking site,
Twitter, after the shocking elimi-
nation that sent Pia Toscano
home packing. Former American
Idol contestant, Oscar Award win-
ing actress and singer Jennifer
Hudson tweeted, "I can not
believe they just eliminated Pia!
Really? As long as she walked
away with that voice she will be all
right! Just hate to see talent like

that go!"
Actor Ashton Kutcher tweet-

ed: " “Who are the people that
vote on American Idol? That’s
just crazy! That Pia girl is dope.
It's almost criminal.” American
Idol judge Jennifer Lopez tweet-
ed: “I am truly sad. I can’t believe
this happened. You have to vote
for who you love! We will miss
you."

Many of the AI fans who have
been watching this season of Idol
were shocked by the results as
well.  Host Ryan Seacrest  tweet-
ed: "After we went off air no one
in audience left their seat, every-
one was in shock. Judges walked
on stage to talk to her. JLo was
emotional. No one is EVER safe,
got to vote for your favourite. It's
so bizarre. After I read the results
I thought to myself, did I get that
right?"

I am still in shock myself. You
would think the Thia and Naima
fans would vote to keep real talent
on the show, such as Pia. I knew

her time would come but I never
thought it would be cut that short.
Way to go judges for using the
save so early on in the competi-
tion for Casey, Pia could have
really use it!

Going further, let's do the usu-
al recap. The show started off with
those awkward group perfor-
mances again, though a tad bit
weird to see the guys trying to
dance, it was entertaining. The
contestants also got a nice visit
from British comedienne and
actor, Russel Brand, what a funny
guy.

Ryan came out to call up Casey
Abrams, Stefano Langone and
Lauren Alaina to center stage, He
sent Lauren to safety, then Casey
was sent to safety, leaving Stefano
a spot in the Bottom 3 once again.
I saw that coming.

More results came when Ryan
called up Paul McDonald, Scotty
McCreery and Pia Toscano to the
center of the stage. Scotty and
Paul were safe and Pia landed in

the Bottom 3 for the first time,
*sighs*.  I could almost feel the
energy from the audience when
this whole episode happened,
everyone looked surprised.

Ryan then calls up James
Durbin, Haley Reinhart and
Jacob Lusk. James is safe, Haley is
safe, wow! There was a weird per-
formance by a guy called Iggy
Pop. Call me young but I had no
idea who he was running around
the stage half naked.

It was now time for the results
for Jacob, Pia and Stefano, the
bottom 3. Jacob is sent to safety,
so I am thinking Stefano is on his
way out! Then Ryan crushed my
spirit and revealed that Pia has
been eliminated, this has to be
one of the biggest shockers in
American Idol history, reality
show history!

As you can clearly see, no one is
safe in this competition, it is all
or nothing, thins upcoming week
the remaining contestants will be
sing songs from "movies."

The elimination lightning bolt shocker

Cupid by Lloyd

“When you’re in
love, everything
feels like it goes

your way
And when you’re
in love, everyday

feels like the 
perfect day”

Pia Toscano



By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer 

IT all started with an Emerson tape
recorder, a gift both Sasha Dunn and his
sister favoured, simply because it made them
feel like real musicians.

With this new toy for Christmas the two
made their own beats and created catchy
lyrics that had spice and flavour.

“I got started with rap when between age
ten and eleven my father bought me a Emer-
son tape recorder and my sister a casio key-
board for Christmas. Along with the radio,
he bought me the latest rap mixtape from
Hitcity and at that time it was called rap 52.
I had the Ghetto Boyz classic song on and at
that moment my bond was created with hip-
hop. My sister and I programed the casio to
play the beats and record the acoustics after
rapping and singing over the keyboard,” he
said.

Sasha Dunn, who is now a recording
Bahamian artist delves into a number of
musical genres, however hip hop is by far is
favorite style of music. And while some of his
work has been influenced a number of inter-
national musicians like Bob Marley, Fela
Kuti, Biggie Smalls, Tupac Shakur and Buju
Banton, he can’t escape his love for
Junkanoo music.

“Hip-Hop is my favourite style of music
because it is so malleable. You can bend it to
do what you need it to do, mix and fuse it
with different sounds. But truly at the bottom
of my heart, Junkanoo will always rule for
the basic reason it is like that visceral music
of my ancestors. No matter what I’m doing at
anytime the minute I hear a double rack
kick off or a brass section intro I have to
stop and listen intently,” Sasha explained.

Currently Sasha is the executive producer
of three mixtapes. He has one single in rota-
tion on the local radio stations titled “The
Epic Of The Notorious Dunn.”

Work for the young artist never stops.
Currently he is in the studios working on
another project called the “The DUNN
Epoch”.

“As an executive producer I have pro-
duced number one hits such as 242 FLY and
Here. My recent radio release off the mix-
tape called GO! gained massive spins every-
day thanks to local DJs,” the artist said.

For the past year Sasha has been focusing
on creating a brand for himself and allowing
his work to evolve in way that attracts main-
stream audiences.

“I am creating a new path for myself
because it is not all about number one hits
but rather cutting classics songs. My evolu-
tion can be seen in the caliber of work. My
team and I are producing a new sound that is
not a replication of what is already out there.
And through this, audiences can fully see
the evolution of my sound. It is something
they can look forward to because its going in
a direction I’m sure no one is expecting.”

In the near future Sasha Dunn intends to
add to the list of collaborations with Bahami-
an artists such as Lady Millz, Baygone, and
Puzzle Man.

“My goal is to collaborate with more
Bahamian artists. In the next 20 years I
would also like to see the entertainment
become the main industry in the Bahamas
surpassing tourism.”
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

THE COMPLETELY
Bahamian owned maga-
zine, has stirred up fans

and views straight up to 20,000
hits in less than 24 hours after
its online debut of  “The Girl
Next Door,” issue of Stylezine
Magazine.

Now in its fifth year, Stylezine Maga-
zine is proving that its artfully presented
covers, trendy and pop-culture topics
and features on technology, fashion,
relationships and art are what the peo-
ple want.

According to the website,
www.stylezinemagazine.com: the mis-
sion is to showcase talents primarily in
the fashion, arts, entertainment and cul-
tural field. Through first person inter-
view and editorial photography our aim
is to show the more personable side of
these personalities, complimented with
multi-faceted articles spotlights and fea-
t u r e s .

This month's issue features newscaster
Kristina McNeil of cable 12 as The Girl
Next Door. Stylezine's latest issue seeks
to shatter the stereotype that all people
in the media court attention when the
cameras are off, when in reality, all a girl
wants to do is sit and watch some Star
Trek reruns.

Going further, The creator and Editor
Chief of Stylezine Magazine, Nik Barnes
is pleased with the progress made by the
magazine since its inception. To date,
Stylezine has broken barriers as an inde-
pendently produced magazine that is
able to reach readers across a wide
demographic including males and
females between the ages of 16 through
35. The strength of the magazine rests in
the writers and of course the artful pre-
sentation of the cover stories.

This hip and exciting mag has man-
aged to have Bahamian artists like Tada,
Sketch, and Bodine on its cover in the
past. The Freshman Class: Black to
school edition has also featured photog-
rapher Lyndal Wells and rapper and
poet RAPP Quelle,  and it amassed
more than 130,000 hits.

The Girl Next Door issue is the first
iPad, Iphone, Blackberry and Smart-
Phone friendly issue, which allows read-
ers to take their favorite magazine along
with them with no consequence to the
e n v i r o n m e n t .

APRIL 14 - THURSDAY
BOOK SIGNING:
CHRISTIAN 
CAMPBELL
• Come and enjoy an
evening with Bahamian
Poet, Rhodes Scholar and
winner of the Aldeburgh
First Collection Prize for
poetry, Christian Campbell,
as he shares from his collec-
tion “Running the Dusk”,
7pm at The College of The
Bahamas' Performing Arts
Centre.

APRIL 16 - SATURDAY
ATLANTIC 
MEDICAL 
FUNWALK 2011

• Atlantic Medical pre-
sents its Funwalk 2011
which raises funds for chari-
table causes. Cost:
$15/adults; $12/children.
Telephone: 326-8191. See
cgigroup.bm.

APRIL 16 - SATURDAY
FIRST 
IMPRESSION’S

SEMINAR: 
“YOUR 30 DAY
MAKEOVER”

• First Impressions Eti-
quette Training and Image
Development presents a
seminar on the topic, “Your
30 Day Makeover”, an
essential guide to a better
you with certified etiquette
coach, Juliet S Seymour.
10am-1pm at the British
Colonial Hilton. Cost:
$80/includes continental
breakfast and impressive
registration package. Limit-
ed space available. T: 322-
1849 or 465-0637. E: juliet-
seymour@coralwave.com
See julietseymourfirstim-
pressions.com.

APRIL 22 - FRIDAY
BCC’S “THE 
SAVIOUR” 
MEDITATION

• The Bahamas Christian
Chorale, under the direction
Darville “Sonny” Walkine
with Adrian Archer as tenor,
Joey Edwards as bass, Ray-
mond Antonio on piano and

Jeffrey Sturrup on organ,
presents Lloyd Webber's
“The Saviour”, a meditation
on the death of Christ, 7.30
pm at the Mt Moriah Baptist
Church. Free admission.

APRIL 27 - WEDNESDAY
WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT
SUMMIT 2011

• Oyster Publications
Limited invites women to
embrace their power at the
2011 “Women's Empower-
ment Summit”, a dynamic,
impactful and exhilarating
day designed just for women
to address their specific
issues. Cost: $295/per per-
son; $250/per person in
groups of 5 or more;
$150/students. Fee includes
access to sessions, lunch and
refreshments, gift bag, exec-
utive padfolio, tickets to
Michael Pintard's “Women
Talk”, bridge toll and park-
ing passes. Empower your-
self today! Telephone: 456-
3763 Email: info@wom-
ensesummit.com See wom-
ensesummit.com.

T H I N G S2DO

His own style:
Sasha Dunn

Sasha Dunn

STYLEZINE MAG
BREAKS RECORD!

*This month’s issue feature s
newscaster Kristina McNeil

of cable 12 as The Girl
Next Door. Stylezine's latest

issue seeks to shatter the
s t e reotype that all people in

the media court attention
when the cameras are off ,

when in re a l i t y, all a girl
wants to do is sit and watch

some Star Trek re ru n s .
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Just a few images of what we the Bahamas
looked like 40...50...60... years in the past .

This is a memorial to a master photographer
Howard Glass.
Howard worked for many years with the
Bahamas  News Bureau, an arm of the Min-
istry of Tourism in their efforts to promote the
Bahamas in international publications and
to generally put us in a good light, so that
those tourists would continue coming to our
shores

These photos are from Howard’s own portfo-
lio.

Flash Back
BY ROLAND ROSE 

Spring fruits
The fruits of spring

that are ripe now and
those that will be

ready in the next couple of
months are among some of
the most desirable of tropi-
cal fare.

Breadfruit is an unusual fruit
because it must be cooked and used
mainly as a savoury dish. It may be
baked or roasted, a favourite being
roasting in the coals of a barbecue.
Supporting a breadfruit in a length
of pantyhose prevents the fruit
falling and being rendered inedible.

Akee is another fruit that is used
for savoury purposes, mostly as a
scrambled egg substitute for break-
fast. The akee produces two har-
vests, one in spring and the other in
summer. Only eat akee if you are
used to preparing it, as a fruit that
has not opened fully and been
exposed to light can be deadly poi-
sonous.

Tamarind is the defining ingredi-
ent in British products such as
Worcestershire sauce, brown sauce
and fruit sauce, all of them known as
steak sauce in the US. Bahamians
prefer tamarind sauce, the pulp
boiled with sugar, or the fairly simi-
lar tamarind jam. Tamarind pulp is
refreshing eaten raw, also mixed
with sugar and water for a switcher. 

The Anonas start producing in
spring with custard apple and sugar
apple being the earliest to ripen.
Later on, closer to summer, will
come the beloved soursop. All of
these fruits are eaten out of hand
or can be added, uncooked, to cream
custard and made into ice cream.

Black sapote is sometimes called
chocolate pudding fruit, but only
because of its colour; it does not
taste like chocolate. I only know of it
being eaten out of hand with a
spoon. The black sapote tree is very
handsome and we should grow more
than we do.

Blessed is he who has a jaboticaba
tree for he will have many people
come to his yard and ask: What the
hey is that? The black fruits grow
from the trunk and limbs, giving a
rather eerie effect. The flavour is
grape-like with a milky aftertaste,
beloved by many. This Brazilian
native should be in more yards.

The Surinam cherry bears lovely
scalloped fruits that can sometimes
be sour but at their best are sweet
and juicy. The Barbados cherry has
wildly fluctuating bearing times and
sometimes produces in spring,
though early summer is more cer-
tain. Last year my Barbados cherry
bore heaviest in September. My
daughter made a jelly from Barba-
dos cherry that was extraordinarily
good.

Maybe the best of the spring fruits
is the loquat. Unfortunately its sea-
son is distressingly short. Loquats
have many cultivars and the best are
equal to any tropical fruit in taste. I
only know of it eaten out of hand.
The trees are handsome and worth a
place in a large yard on looks alone.

CASHEW APPLES

The cashew apple is not a
favourite in The Bahamas but has a
passable flavour. If your tree bears
many cashew apples you can collect
enough cashew nuts to roast.

Muntingia or strawberry tree is a
great fruit for children to eat. The
marble-sized fruits drop off the tree
when ripe and have a distinct straw-
berry taste. Also called Panama
berry, muntingia fruits come to us
from Brazil.

When the giant mulberry tree is
harvested, it is time for fruit pies and
tarts. I know of some trees that have
produced large harvests during the
winter months but spring is the usu-
al time of bounty. Only pick ripe
berries that are black all over. The
slightest trace of red will mean sour-
n e s s

Wax jambu is in flower now and in
late April and May will produce
prodigiously. The fruits can be eaten
raw but have better flavour when
cooked in sugar water with a drop or
two of red food colouring added to
improve the appearance.

Later on in spring it will be
sapodilla season. Dillies do not look
good but they taste great eaten out of
hand. They grow wild in coppice land
but the best flavour is obtained from
selected cultivars. The tree is tall and
handsome, one of the most impres-
sive of all tropical trees.

• gardenerjack@coralwave.com

FRUITY: Breadfruit is savoury but is still classed as a fruit.

GREAT SNACK: Surinam cherries make a delicious snack picked straight from the tree.
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

After reaching
the apex of
his basketball
career with a

Gatorade Call-Up to the
NBA, Magnum Rolle will
have one final regular season
opportunity to make an
impact with his new club.

The newest member of the
Atlanta Hawks, Rolle will
have his final opportunity to
make his official NBA debut
when the Hawks tip-off
against the Charlotte Bobcats
on the road at the Time
Warner Cable Arena in Char-
lotte, North Carolina at 8pm
tonight, eastern standard
time.

Rolle who was signed to a
two year contract with the
franchise Monday afternoon,
did not suit up in the team's
98-90 loss to the Miami Heat
Monday night at Phillips Are-
na in Atlanta, Georgia.

Rolle was the 25th player
to receive an official Gatorade
Call-Up from the D-League
to the NBA for the 2010-11
season. The 6' 11" forward, is
not initially expected to play
for the Hawks in the playoffs
but sources indicate he could
have an opportunity to par-
ticipate in training camp and
compete for a roster spot in
the summer.

Rolle, 25, was among the
prospects to work out for the
Hawks prior to the 2010 draft.

He will have an opportuni-
ty to compete next season for
a spot on a Hawks  roster
than has been plagued by a
lack of depth in the frontcourt
in recent seasons.

The Hawks will enter the
summer of 2011 with six unre-
stricted Free Agents 

including Hilton Arm-
strong, Jason Collins, Jamal
Crawford, Josh Powell, Etan
Thomas and Damien Wilkins.

With the Hawks cemented
as the fourth seed in the East-
ern Conference, and sched-
uled to face the Orlando Mag-
ic in a repeat of last year's
first round series, Rolle could
see extended playing time
with the Atlanta coaching
staff more concerned with
resting its starters.

In an interview with
NBA.com's Matt Becker,
Hawks coach Larry Drew
stressed the importance of
getting the team as healthy as

possible headed into the post-
season.

'"Mentally and physically

we have to start getting ready
for (Orlando)," Drew said
after Monday's 98-90 loss to

Miami. "I'm just hoping I can
have my players as healthy as
they can be as they head into

that series."
The Hawks have been

locked into the fifth seed for
the last week, and the out-
comes of the last three games
haven't mattered much to
Drew.

"I think it's more important
to rest starters and get out of
these last few games as
healthy as we can," he said.
"Yes, we would like to break
the losing streak. Yes, we
would like to have a win to
gain some momentum head-
ing into the playoffs.

"But I can live with healthy
players better than I can live
with a win from a game that
has very little meaning."

Drew has rested his starters
in the fourth quarter in each
of the last two games, and his
reserves nearly pulled out a
win Monday against a Heat
team that was trying to secure
the East's second seed.'

A first professional season
filled with its share of tri-
umphs and pitfalls for Rolle,
ended in the best case sce-
nario with his signing to an
NBA franchise.

In the season finale, a 115-
113 loss to the Erie Bay-
hawks, Rolle finished with 15
points, four rebounds two
steals and one blocked shot
in 26 minutes on the floor.

He started seven of his 15
games and finished third on
the team in scoring at 14.1
points per game.

He also averaged 5.5
rebounds, 1.2 blocks, and shot
over 50 percent from the field.

The  Red Claws finished
the season at 18-32, fifth in
the Eastern Conference and
eliminated from playoff con-
tention.

Rolle, who was one spot
away from making the Indi-
ana Pacers' roster in the
NBA, was the third overall
pick in the first round of the
D-League draft.

He appeared in two games
to open the season, but had
his year cut short soon there-
after.

In May the Red Claws
waived Rolle due to an injury,
but announced they would
bring him back when he
returned to full health. 

He was sidelined indefi-
nitely with a knee injury,
replaced by Jordan Eglseder,
a 7-0, 280-pound center, via
the Available Player Pool. 

Upon completion of his
rehab process, Rolle returned

Opportunity is knocking
again for Magnum Rolle

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

HAVING abandoned her quest
to secure her professional card
through the Bahamas Bodybuild-
ing and Fitness Federation, Dawni-
ta Jones-Fry has decided to pursue
it through the World Bodybuilding
and Fitness Federation.

This weekend, she will be com-

peting in her second show in the
Canada based WBFF when they
launch their initial campaign in the
United States at the Fitness
Atlantic Championships at the
Oakdale Theater in Wallingford,
Connecticut.

Jones-Fry, who leaves town on
Thursday for Saturday’s competi-
tion, said she’s eager to get on the
stage for her first show for the year
and the first for the WBFF that is

headed by Paul Dillett, a former
IBF pro.

“I’ve made a lot of improve-
ments since Canada,” said Jones-
Fry, reflecting on her WBFF’s
debut in September when she got
fourth at the Figure Tall category
in Toronto.

“With competitions like these,

Jones-Fry set to compete this weekend

THE New Providence
Oldtimers Softball Associa-
tion continued its regular
season action over the week-
end at the Archdeacon
William Thompson Softball
Park at the Southern Recre-
ation Grounds.

• Results of games played
are posted below:

FP Truckers 23, Sands
Beer Boyz 16: Alfred
‘Skater’ Munnings got the
win over Mike Dillet on the
mound.

Van ‘Lil Joe’ Johnson led
the Truckers’ attack with a
3-for-6 plate appearance,
including hitting a home
run, while scoring three
runs. CVine Seymour was 3-
for-4 with three runs scored
and Brad Wood, Phil Cul-
mer and Richard Bastian all
homered. For the Boyz, Will
Elliott was 2-for-2 with a
homer, driving in five runs
and scoring four times.
Chavez Thompon was 4-for-
4 with a homer and a run
scored and Daron Sweeting
was 2-for-3 with a homer, a
RBI and two runs scored.

Crusaders 28, Dozer
Heavy Equipment 26: Crest-
well Pratt helped his own
cause by going 3-for-4 with
two homers and four runs
scored. Andy Ford was 4-
for-5 with two homers, four
RBI and four runs scored;
Bernard Young was 3-for-5
with a homer, five RBI and
two runs scored and Ivan
Francis was 3-for-6 with a
homer, five RBI and three
runs scored. Keith Moss led
Dozer with a 3-for-6 outing
with a homer and three RBI;
Kevin Neely was also 3-for-6
with two RBI and three
runs; Godfrey ‘Gully’ Willie
was 3-for-5 with two RBI
and three runs and Nat
Porter was 3-for-6 with a
homer, five RBI and five
runs scored.

Unique Giants 21, St.
Anges 20: Vernon Bowles
picked up the win and Hen-
ry Dean was tagged with the
loss on the mound in Sun-
day’s game.

Brian Capron went 3-for-5
with a homer, six RBI and
three runs scored to lead the
Giants; Jeff Randall was 3-
for-5 with two homers, five
RBI and three runs and
Harry Gardiner was 5-for-5
with a homer and two RBI.

In the loss, Anthon
Roberts wqent 4-for-6 with a
RBI, scoring two runs;
Philip Paul was 3-for-5 with
a homer, three RBI and a
run scored; Mario Williams
was 3-for-5 with two RBI
and two runs scored and
Arthur Humes had a grand
slam homer.

KC Construction 12,
Welding & Fire 2: Paul Moss
got the win on the mound
and Hector Rolle was
tagged with the loss on Sun-
day. Kelson Armbrister
went 3-for-4 with a homer
and two RBI; Dwayne Tay-
lor was 2-for-4 with two RBI
and two runs scored; Diego
Saundwrs was 2-for-3 with a
RBI and a run scored and
Johnny Armbrister had a
homer.

• Here’s the schedule of
games on tap for this week-
end:

Saturday’sschedule
11 a.m. Six Packs vs

Unique Giants.
1 p.m. Q-Club Divers vs

Welding & Fire.
3 p.m. Pokers vs William

C Jets.
5 p.m. KC Construction vs

Dozer.
Sunday’s schedule
1:30 p.m. BTC vs Long-

horns.
3 p.m. Levita vs FP Truck-

ers.
5 p.m. Technicians vs GH

Enterprises.

n BODYBUILDING AND FITNESS

Bahamian to take part in second show in Canada-based WBFF

SEE page 4E

Newest member of Atlanta Hawks has final chance to make official NBA debut

n New Providence
oldtimers association

SOFTBALL
RESULTS

SEE page 4E

GOING FOR THE TOP: Magnum Rolle, Rolle was the 25th player to receive an official Gatorade Call-
Up from the D-League to the NBA for the 2010-11 season.
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Youngsters who are part of the Central
Andros Youth Camp were given valuable
advice on how to live their life while vis-
iting Nygard Cay in Lyford Cay on Satur-
day for a day of fun.

Among those to offer advice were
junkanoo Percy ‘Vola’ Francis, from sail-
ing ‘King’ Eric Gibson and ‘Fast’ Eddie
Dames from the Ministry of Youth Sports
and Culture.  The Central Andros Youth
Camp is headed by former professional
boxers James ‘Killer’ Coackley and Ray
Minus Jr. who also gave the boys and
girls valuable advice and encouragement. 

Francis urged the youngsters to exer-
cise patience and make good decisions
about the company they keep and the
places they go, while Dames encouraged
other youngsters and parents nation-wide
to get involved with the camp or similar
organisations that help build good char-
acter in today’s youth. ‘King’ Eric told the
youngsters that anyone can be a self-
made king but first they must figure out
what their purpose in life is and develop
that.  The youngsters were treated to
lunch on the beach before taking boat
rides in Nygards mini leisure speed boat,
playing volleyball, basketball and lounging
in the shade. 

WELCOME: Peter Nygard opened his home to a group of young boxers on Sat-
urday.

Learning
LIFE LESSONS

PLENTY TO LAUGH ABOUT: Godfrey Strachan shares a joke with some of the boxers at Nygard Cay.

IN THE KINGDOM: Legendary King Eric Gibson and other officials give the young boxers some instructions as they toured Nygard Cay
on Saturday.

YOUNGSTERS VISIT NYGARD CAY IN LYFORD CAY FOR DAY OF FUN

HAVING A CHAT: Eddie Dames of the Ministry of
Youth Sport and Culture chats with one of the boys at
Nugard Cay.

FIST OF FRIENDSHIP: Godfrey Strachan and coach
Ray Minus Jr at Nygard Cay.



The Sir Jack Hayward Premier
League Soccer Camp has
enjoyed seven successful years.
The dates this year are June 27
to July 1 inclusive - the first full
week after the last school closes
for the long summer break – and
organisers are again expecting
to enroll close on 200 kids. There
will be a full week of skills devel-
opment from really top quality
professional UK coaches

SPORTS
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SOCCER CAMP A PREMIUM FIXTURE ON SUMMER CALENDAR

Organisers of 
Sir Jack Hayward 
Premier League
Soccer Camp 
expect to enroll
nearly 200 kids
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GN-1207

you never know what you are going to meet until you get
there. I got a little glimpse of some of the girls when I went
to Canada. But I didn’t expect it to be as competitive as it
was.”

Having spent considerable time preparing for the cham-
pionships, Jones-Fry said she’s feeling good and her coach,
former Miss Bahamas, Maxine Darville, is also pleased with
the process she has made. “My diet is going very good. I
don’t feel as tire and as weak as I used too, so I’m confident,”
Jones-Fry explained. “I’m a little bit nervous, but I’m okay.

“I’m hoping to make the top five again, but of course, I
want to improve on my placing.”

Following the trip to Connecticut, Jones-Fry is expected
to return to Canada to compete in the BC Championships
that will be held on May 28 in Vancouver.

While the championships in Connecticut is the first for the
WBFF in the United States, the overall winner will be
awarded her pro card. 

“I’m not trying to be negative, but I want to be realistic,”
said Jones-Fry about her chances of securing the card. “The
competition is very tough. The Figure Tall is different from
the Figure Short because the Figure Short girl can stack on
the muscles.”

In preparation for the trip, Jones-Fry said she’s been
prepping herself since January and she’s implemented some
new items into her diet, but at the same time, she’s been eat-
ing a lot more high protein and red meat for more size.

“We wanted to put on graduate gain, so it would be qual-
ity gain,” said Jones-Fry, about the consultation from her
training squad. “So it was kind of rough because I had
moments where I was like ‘God, I can’t do this mentally
because it’s 80 percent mental.’

“But after you get over that and I had some good people
in the gym egging me and pushing me along to keep me
going. I’ve had ups and downs, but for the most part, this has
been like my best prep.”

While Darville, Jones-Fry’s cousin who introduced her to
the sport, has been working with her, Jones-Fry said she’s
appreciative of the support she’s gotten from male body-
builder Brock Bridgewater and Audley Storr, a former fit-
ness trainer at the Crystal Palace. As she prepare to travel,
Jones-Fry said her goal is to return to the top five, but she
wouldn’t mind getting into the top three, which would push
her closer to securing her pro card.

“I know you have to keep building and improving because
once you get the pro card, you’re in the big leagues and that’s
when everything changes,” she pointed out.

“So that’s my ultimate goal. I’m hoping to make top three
this time, just to improve my placing. If I go above that, I
would be pleased. But that is what I’m looking for.”

Jones-Fry, who has a photo shoot on Friday with the
competition on Saturday, is due to return home on Sunday.
Hopefully, she will have some hardware in her hand to
shoe off her performance from the championships.

Dawnita Jones-Fry
set to compete 

FROM page 1E

to the Red Claws lineup and made an imme-
diate impact.

In his first game back, he came off the bench
and canned 20 points in 24 minutes.

He shot 9-19 from the field and 2-for-4
from the free throw line to go along with six
rebounds and two assists. 

Since his return from injury Rolle averaged
15 points per game and recorded two double
doubles.

His best outing of the season came March
31st in a 105-100 win over the Fort Wayne
Mad Ants when Rolle totaled 23 points and 12
rebounds. His first double double of the year
came march 20th in a 107-105 win over the
Texas Legends when he poured in 16 points
and grabbed 11 rebounds.

Rolle became arguably the biggest sports
story in the country in 2010 when He was
selected by the Pacers with the 51st pick in
the NBA Draft and became the first native
Bahamian to hear his name called on draft

night in over 30 years.  He was released by
the Pacers, just a day before the NBA opened
its regular season and two days before the
Pacers were scheduled to show its 2010-11 ros-
ter. The decision to cut Rolle came as a sur-
prise to many as he had quickly become a fan
favorite following his play in Las Vegas Sum-
mer and had been held in high regard by Pac-
ers executives. 

Rolle was signed to a two-year guaranteed
contract in September on the opening day of
training camp. He was selected by the Pacers

with the 51st pick in the NBA Draft and
became the first native Bahamian to hear his
name called on draft night in over 30 years. 

The Oklahoma City Thunder originally held
the rights to the 51st pick, however they agreed
to swap picks with the Pacers (with the 57th
pick) and selected Ryan Reid. 

The 6'11" 230-pound forward out of
Louisiana Tech joined a Pacer draft class which
also included Fresno State forward Paul
George and Cincinnati guard Lance Stephen-
son.

Atlanta Hawks’ Magnum Rolle has final chance to make official NBA debut
FROM page 1E

n JUNIOR BASEBALL
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BEHOLD
A SIGHT TO

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

SCENES OF CONSTRUCTION work on the new
Bahamas National Stadium. Work at the site is
expected to conclude at the end of June. The $30m
facility, situated at the Queen Elizabeth Sports Com-
plex, is a gift from the Chinese Government.


	04132011_A03_Main_tri
	04132011_A05_Main_tri
	04132011_A06_Main_tri
	04132011_A07_Main_tri
	04132011_A08_Main_tri
	04132011_A10_Main_tri
	04132011_A11_Main_tri
	04132011_A12_Main_tri
	04132011_B01_Business_tri
	04132011_B02_Business_tri
	04132011_B03_Business_tri
	04132011_B04_Business_tri
	04132011_B05_Business_tri
	04132011_B06_Business_tri
	04132011_B07_Business_tri
	04132011_B08_Business_tri
	04132011_C01_Arts_tri
	04132011_C02_Arts_tri
	04132011_C03_Arts_tri
	04132011_C06_Arts_tri
	04132011_E01_Sports_tri
	04132011_E02_Sports_tri
	04132011_E03_Sports_tri
	04132011_E04_Sports_tri
	04132011_E08_Sports_tri

