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THE Progressive Liberal
Party is investigating the dis-
appearance of nearly half a
million dollars that was
reportedly donated during the
2007 general election cam-
paign.

According to well placed
sources within the party, the
funds were allegedly given to
a party member who it is
claimed failed to turn it in to
the party’s national campaign
offices.

Reportedly, persons in the
leadership of the party were

notified of this incident on
Wednesday during their cam-
paigning and introduction of
new candidates.

At a meeting with a “pow-
erful” investor, it was
revealed to these party insid-
ers that this group was pre-
pared to support the PLP
financially once again – but
only if the funds could be giv-
en directly to the party – and
not through an MP.

Sources close to the lead-

Party probes claim that
donation ‘not handed
over by member’
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By NEIL HARTNELL

Tribune Business Editor

Cable & Wireless Commu-

nications (CWC) yesterday

pledged to raise the Bahamas

Telecommunications Compa-

ny’s (BTC) operating income

margins to “best in class lev-

els”, the latter’s new chief exec-

utive targeting “opportunities

to drive” smart phones into its

business model and position it

at the forefront of the global

data business.

Geoff Houston, addressing

the media for the first time as

BTC’s head executive, follow-

ing completion of CWC’s $210

million acquisition of a 51 per

cent stake in the former state-

owned carrier, said Bahamians

would “certainly see changes

within the next three months”

as the new majority owner tar-

gets a “100 day plan” to make

an immediate impact.

Explaining that these

changes could involve every-

thing from enhanced customer

service in BTC’s retail stores

through to product pricing, Mr

Houston said CWC was aiming

“to leverage” the company’s

existing assets and infrastruc-

ture to deliver an improved

broadband Internet offering

with greater speeds, plus launch

other products and improve

pricing. 
Product bundling, likely via a

‘Triple Play’ package of phone,

Internet and TV services, is also

on the cards, along with third

generation (3G) and fourth

generation (4G) technology.

CWC has also previously indi-

cated its plans to introduce

enhanced broadband data ser-

vices, and TV for cellular

phones.
Tony Rice, CWC’s London-

based chief executive, told ana-

lysts back in December 2010

that the company was seeking

to reduce BTC’s costs and

improve efficiencies, with the
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By NEIL HARTNELL

Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Telecommunications

Company (BTC) is 75 per cent com-

plete on the installation of its $55 mil-

lion Next Generation Network

(NGN), Tribune Business was told

yesterday, as its former acting presi-

dent/chief executive explained how

it had been “disadvantaged” as a

standalone operator.

Marlon Johnson, BTC’s vice-pres-

ident of sales and marketing, told this

newspaper of the NGN project, which aims to transition the

company’s infrastructure to an Internet Protocol (IP) plat-

form: “We’re about 75 per cent of the way there, and it’s clear

part of the strategy is going to be how we leverage that plat-

form.”
Mr Johnson was speaking to Tribune Business after a press

conference called by BTC’s new majority owner, Cable &

Wireless Communications (CWC), to announce its plans for the

former state-owned telecommunications carrier going forward.

Kirk Griffin, BTC’s former acting president and chief exec-

BTC 75% complete

on NGN network

* Former CEO says carrier was ‘disadvantaged’

through absence of scale economies and 

difficulty in getting roaming agreements

* BTC now has more than 100 roaming agreements,

but market is big enough for around 400

CWC pledges ‘best in class’ operating margins for BTC

* New majority owner aiming to ‘drive’ smart phones into BTC 

business model and position it at front of data business

* Bahamians to ‘certainly see changes in 3 months’ via 100-day plan

* Economies of scale sought from LIME brand leverage

PLEDGE: New

BTC CEO Geoff

Houston and

outgoing Act-

ing President

Kirk Griffin.

SEE page 2B

SEE page 5B
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By NEIL HARTNELL

Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Chamber of

Commerce and Employers

Confederation (BCCEC) is

working with the Caribbean

Export Development Agency

(CEDA) to establish a Coali-

tion of Services Organisations

in this nation, a move

designed to help businesses

better exploit the potential

opportunities from the Eco-

nomic Partnership Agree-

ment (EPA) - something the

Bahamas has “not done a

very good job” on.

Winston Rolle, the

BCCEC’s chief executive,

told Tribune Business yester-

day that the prospects for

Bahamian businesses to

obtain grant funding from the

European Union’s (EU) 10th

European Development Fund

(EDF) was “very good”, once

the correct infrastructure and

support was put in place.

A CEDA representative

from the Dominican Repub-

lic, he added, was due to visit

the Bahamas next week to

discuss the creation of a Ser-

vices Coalition with the

Chamber, and Mr Rolle told

Tribune Business: “Trade and

goods is relatively [simple],

but the trade in services is get-

ting a bit more convoluted

because we have so many dif-

ferent sectors that can be

offered.
“A lot of countries have

realised that it is more advan-

tageous, rather than having

disparate organisations, to

have a Services Coalition,

because getting into the nego-

tiations you can go to a single

organisation to discuss the

issues at hand and get the var-

ious industries’ perspectives

on the negotiations.”

Yet, in the Bahamian con-

text, Mr Rolle added: “That

[forming a Services Coalition]

is going to be a challenge for

us. A lot of services industries

have not got to the point

where they have their own

organisations.”

Speaking after returning

from the Fourth Annual

Forum for Business Support

Organisations in the

Caribbean, held in Jamaica,

Mr Rolle added: “When we

talk about the Services Coali-

tion, it’s not only to get EDF

grant funding. Europe wants

to look at trade inbound and

outbound.
“We need a collaboration

with Europe to see what the

prospects are for cross-bor-

der trade, our companies and

professionals going into

Europe, their professionals

and companies coming here.

“The other thing we’re

looking at is part of the major

challenge of accessing grant

funding. One, it’s under-

standing how to get it, under-

standing what the require-

SEE page 3B

By NEIL HARTNELL

Tribune Business Editor

The Government was yes-

terday urged to tighten and

extend minority investor pro-

tection in the reformed Secu-

rities Industry Act to those who

invested in private Bahamian

companies via Private Place-

ment Memorandums (PPMs),

a former leading accountant

having complained to the

Attorney-General about the

alleged “shabby treatment” he

and his wife received from Gal-

leria Cinemas.

Bill Hogg, who headed the

corporate services department

at Bahamian accounting firm,

BDO Mann Judd for 20 years,

in a 12-page letter sent to John

Delaney in late January 2011,

complained that after investing

in the cinema operator’s two

PPMs in 1996 and 1997, pro-

viding financing to help it start

operations, he and his wife

were denied access to any

audited financial statements on

how the company was per-

forming.
Outlining how Galleria man-

agement repeatedly

“stonewalled” them in their

attempts to obtain financial

Investor safeguard demand 

on ‘shabby’ Galleria treatmentSERVICES
COALITION
SOUGHT n Cinema operator: ‘We fully complied with every aspect of law’

n Government urged to amend upcoming Securities Bill to provide

minority investor protection over private offerings

n Call for legislation to mandate that all private company investors

get audited financials

SEE page 4B

By NEIL HARTNELL

Tribune Business Editor

The Government was yes-

terday urged to facilitate the

creation of “critical mass for

the economic development of

Freeport”, a leading attorney

arguing that attempts to dilute

the Hawksbill Creek Agree-

ment’s powers had helped push

the city into “a recessionary

backwater”.

Speaking after a three-day

Supreme Court trial over Cable

Bahamas’ Judicial Review chal-

lenge to the Utilities Regula-

tion & Competition Authori-

ty’s (URCA) demand that it

pay $78,000 in fees from its

Freeport Internet operations,

an action that again raised crit-

ical issues surrounding the

Hawksbill Creek Agreement,

FACILITATE ‘CRITICAL

MASS’ FOR FREEPORT
Attorney argues city

turned into ‘recessionary

backwater’ by efforts

to dilute Hawksbill

Creek Agreement

SEE page 2B
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IMMIGRATION officers picked up 30 suspected illegal
immigrants during a widespread apprehension exercise in
southwest New Providence yesterday.

Assisted by the Royal Bahamas Defence Force, the morning
exercise included Carmichael Road, Cowpen Road, Faith
Avenue, and a roadblock at Gladstone Road and JFK Drive.

Twenty-four Haitians were apprehended, including one
woman and two young adults. Six Jamaicans were also appre-
hended, four of whom were women.

Immigration Director Jack Thompson said: "We conducted
several operations, continuing our effort to identify those per-

30 SUSPECTED ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS PICKED UP

SEE page 10

COB WELCOMES NEW PRESIDENT

A WOMAN was stabbed
to death yesterday in an
alleged domestic dispute in
South Beach.  

Police found the woman
lying on her back with multi-
ple stab wounds “all across

WOMAN IS STABBED TO
DEATH AFTER ALLEGED
DOMESTIC DISPUTE

SEE page 10

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

IN spite of the "buyer
beware" threat from Opposi-
tion Leader Perry Christie,
Cable and Wireless Commu-
nications has said it is confi-
dent the company can work
with successive governments. 

CABLE & WIRELESS
‘CONFIDENT’ IT 
CAN WORK WITH 
SUCCESSIVE GOVTS

SEE page 10

THE five-year-old Canadian girl who was
involved in an accident at the Atlantis resort
water park has died.

Police Chief Superintendent Emerick Sey-
mour said the girl died yesterday, a day after
the accident. He declined to identify her or
to provide any details about what happened.

Kerzner International issued a statement

saying the child drowned and the company
was doing "everything in our power to assist
the family."

The Aquaventure Water Park at Atlantis
has several pools, water slides and a river ride.

In August 2000, a 12-year-old boy died after
he was sucked into a drain while snorkeling
with his brother in the resort's lagoon.

GIRL INVOLVED IN ATLANTIS WATER PARK ACCIDENT DIES

THE COLLEGE of
the Bahamas offi-
cially welcomed
its new president
yesterday. Betsy
Boze had her
investiture at the
COB Performing
Arts Centre.

• SEE PAGE TWO

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

CABLE & Wireless Com-
munications will introduce
BTC customers to the next
generation of network tech-
nology – extending the range
of smartphones, increasing
the speed of broadband and
possibly offering Pay TV,

‘NEXT GENERATION 
OF NETWORK 
TECHNOLOGY’ FOR 
BTC CUSTOMERS

SEE page 10

NIGHTLIFE on Bay Street
could face considerable chal-
lenges this month when infra-
structure upgrades for the area
get under way.

Water mains and sewer lines
along Bay Street are scheduled
for upgrades starting April 26,
according to civil design offi-
cials within the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works and Transport yes-
terday.

The works will largely con-
sist of night-time operations,
encompassing Nassau Court to
East Street. According to offi-
cials, there will be minimal
affect to daytime traffic flow.

No further information
could be given on the contract
as various stakeholders were
unavailable for comment up to
press time. However, further
information is expected to be
published through paid adver-
tisements in print and radio
media next week.

BAY STREET SET 
FOR UPGRADES TO
INFRASTRUCTURE
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The Investiture of the new COB pesident

BETSY BOZE,P h D

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

THE COLLEGE of the Bahamas Concert Choir performs at the investi-
ture of the new president Betsy Boze yesterday at the College Per-
forming Arts Center.

JENNIFER Isaacs-Dotson president of the union Of tertiary Education
of the Bahamas welcomes the new president Betsy Boze.

NEW president Betsy Boze addresses attendees of the ceremony yesterday at the College Performing Arts Center.

CHAIRMAN of The College of the Bahamas Baswell Donaldson presents new COB president Betsy Boze
with the College’s Medallion.

NEW COB president Betsy Boze  (right) applauds during the ceremony.



EDITOR, The Tribune.

LENT is a very good time
for persons to reflect on
their lives and what is going
on around them, and if your
position in society is one
where that influence extends
beyond life’s normal pale,
reflection becomes a neces-
sity. It is possible to spend
too much time having some-
thing to say for the sake of
having something to say.
The Leader of the Opposi-
tion may have found him-
self in this position. With the
possible upturn of the econ-
omy looming, one would
think that a politician would
be more tactful in his
remarks about anything that
is a part of the machinery
that impacts the lives of per-
sons who vote.

His public statements
about BTC make good
copy, but if he has been
looking, he will see that he
has been making these state-
ments “alone.” If I did not
know better, I would think
that he was being set up.
Going on record that the
BTC deal “will not stand”
will put him in a quandary if
his party is elected and he
keeps his promise to have
an inquiry into the BTC
sale. He will have to bear
the scrutiny of his own judg-
ment, where comparisons
are sure to be made between
a deal that was able to stand
and a deal that could not
stand, as the inquiry will
have to cover the BTC pri-
vatisation process, not just
the sale to CWC. 

It is very difficult to be an
Opposition leader in a time
frame where it looks like the
party you are opposing may
be the caretakers of an econ-
omy that is going into an
upturn. I will admit that this
administration is spending a
lot of money, but a lot of
what they are spending can
be seen. I am still concerned
about the progress of the
road-work, but those con-
cerns are just incidental
because it is common
knowledge that most of the
stuff we are seeing now
could have been completed
if all of the administrations
were doing their work since

1967. It is just lately that
political wannabees are
speaking about their visions
for the Bahamas, but  it may
be too late for us; the vision
belongs to the persons who
are prepared to spend their
money in this country, but
we (Bahamians)  are pre-
occupied with talking about
it. We cannot continue to
support a status-quo that is
based on the money from
government agencies or for-
eign investment; the latter
may find it convenient but
the former cannot survive
its continuation.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition and his party have a
couple of adversaries who
will be speaking by their
presence in the national
landscape: The Airport Pro-
ject, the new Straw-Market,
an expanding infrastructure,
rising oil prices that will
cause an increase in tourist

arrivals from the US, the
possibility of having a road
system that really works and
an economy that may be
heading into an upturn.
Bahamians have very short
memories if they can move
around and pay their bills.
It is time to change the spiel,
anyone can be negative
when things are going bad,
but you cannot afford to let
it continue for too long, if
you see yourself as a
replacement; common sense
will tell you that you have
to embody some of the pos-
itively that you will have to
bring forth as leader. It is
not sensible to think your
words and attitude are going
to change overnight, people
have to see and hear certain
things from prospects; it is
not enough to spend a lot of
time promoting negativity
in the name of naïve politi-
cal expediency.  

EDWARD 
HUTCHESON
Nassau, 
April 4, 2011.
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Where is the space shuttles’ last stop?

Now through Sat Apr 16 on Mackey St

DURING
NASSAU GLASS COMPANYʼS

ART GALLERY 
& LIGHTING CENTRE
Pre~Inventory Sale

AMOS FERGUSON ORIGINALS

Now through Saturday Apr 16

Limited

supply of

Amos

paintings

available.

Don’t

miss out

on NGC’s

Storewide Sale

20% - 65% off

(excluding glass department

& items on consignment)

EDITOR, The Tribune.

AN OBSERVATION that since ZNS divinely became a
public service station do you notice it has become a propa-
ganda machine for the government? 

In their news last evening at least three-items were
described as “world-class” and “internationally famous”
and the comparison between Hartsfield International Air-
port, Atlanta (the busiest airport in the world) and the
hopes of our small LPIA was laughable but again and again
the writers and news-readers go overboard. 

So the public realises how stupid the comparison between
LPIA and Hartsfield is note the following - 

1) Hartsfield has 186 gates. 
2) 82 million passengers go through Hartsfield annually,

LPIA might be 2 million. 
3) Hartsfield employees 55,000. 
4) Take-offs at Hartsfield 184 per hour, LPIA not in a day. 
5) Annually 970k take-offs. 
Only Cubana Airlines and Air Jamaica use LPIA other

than the established US Canadian and the one service
through BritishAir (suspicion that will be reduced after
Turks runway extension is completed). 

A tip to the News Writers of ZNS – stick to the facts and
avoid the adjectives and superlatives...there are few world-
class and internationally renowned places, amenities and
facilities in The Bahamas so please quit using those words it
falsely boosts what we have which in most areas is not to
world or international standards and urgently needs upgrad-
ing to that standard if we are to survive. 

ABRAHAM MOSS
Nassau, 
March 14, 2011.

ZNS a ‘propaganda
machine’ for govt

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida — As the
30th anniversary of the first space shuttle launch
draws near, the focus is not so much on the past
but the future: Where will the shuttles wind up
once the programme winds down?

Twenty-one museums and science and visitor
centres around the country are vying for one of
NASA's three retiring spaceships. They'll find
out Tuesday on the 30th anniversary of Columbi-
a's maiden voyage.

Snagging Discovery, Atlantis or Endeavour
for display doesn't come cheap. NASA puts the
tab at $28.8 million. Consider that a bargain.
Early last year, NASA dropped the price from
$42 million. One space shuttle is already spoken
for — the Smithsonian Institution is getting Dis-
covery, NASA's oldest and most travelled shut-
tle that ended its flying career last month. It will
go to the National Air and Space Museum's
hangar in Virginia and take the place of Enter-
prise, the shuttle prototype used for tests in the
late 1970s.

That frees up Enterprise for another museum,
so there will be three other winners — a 1-in-7
chance. NASA Administrator Charles Bolden
Jr., a former shuttle commander, is making the
final decision, with input from a committee.
He'll announce the winners Tuesday while mark-
ing the 30-year anniversary at Kennedy Space
Centre, NASA's launch and landing site, and
the front-runner in the nab-a-shuttle race. The
festivities could end up being delayed if the fed-
eral government shuts down.

As the big day looms, shuttle suitors are get-
ting anxious and pulling out all the stops.

Even the prime contender, the Kennedy
Space Centre Visitor Complex, is jittery despite
its "knock your socks off" endorsement from
NASA's shuttle launch director. The commer-
cially run tourist site wants to suspend the shut-
tle over visitors, with the payload bay doors
wide open as if in orbit and the robot arm out-
stretched.

"We're extraordinarily nervous. We don't
sleep much these days," Bill Moore, chief oper-
ating officer for the visitor complex, said this
week. "Three of anything in the world, it's going
to get awfully competitive. And three of the
shuttles, I think, even raises the bar."

NASA originally had four space shuttles.
Challenger was destroyed during liftoff in 1986,
and Endeavour was built as a replacement. Then
Columbia was lost in 2003. Columbia was the
first to fly on April 12, 1981, 20 years to the day
that Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became
the world's first spaceman. Tuesday will mark
the 50th anniversary of his flight.

Endeavour is set to soar late this month, and
Atlantis will close out the shuttle programme
with a summer liftoff.

All this was set in motion in 2004 by President
George W. Bush. President Barack Obama stuck
to the shuttle-ending agenda, but cancelled
Bush's moon exploration plans, preferring to
have NASA aiming for an asteroid and Mars
while private companies take over taxi trips to
and from the International Space Station.

Discovery, the first to be retired, should be
ready this fall for its piggyback ride atop a mod-
ified jumbo jet to Washington. Before it can go
on public display, the shuttle has to be drained of
toxic fuel and contaminated plumbing removed.
NASA also wants to pull out some pieces for
analysis, to help in the development of future
spaceships. No main engines will be included;
they're available separately to museums for
merely transportation and handling costs. Com-
munity officials, from mayors to members of
Congress, are making their final pitches to score
a shuttle, just over two years after the initial call
went out. Plans for exhibition halls are getting
grander. Online polls are popping up, as well as
online petitions. Astronauts are putting in their
two cents' worth.

In Houston, home to NASA's astronaut corps
and Mission Control, four widows and one wid-
ower of the fallen Challenger and Columbia
astronauts are speaking out. They'd like shuttles
to go to the Space Centre Houston tourist stop
next door to Johnson Space Centre, Kennedy
and the Smithsonian. For the other bidders, "we
suggest that NASA share with them some of
the invaluable pieces of the shuttle legacy," the
astronauts' spouses wrote in a letter to Bolden.

A main engine or other artifact wouldn't
equal a shuttle, but the Tulsa Air and Space
Museum and Planetarium in Oklahoma still
would embrace it. Curator Kim Jones' dream
would be to land Enterprise, which made an
appearance in Tulsa in 1979.

"We're very hopeful. But yes, we're up
against some big guns," Jones acknowledged
Wednesday.  "There are so many good choices
across the country, so I don't really want any part
and I'm not going to make a recommendation,"
Steven Lindsey, the commander of Discovery's
final journey, told The Associated Press from
orbit last month.

Lindsey hopes Discovery is displayed so the
"entire public can see Discovery as we see her,
and as the people who have worked on her at
Kennedy Space Centre see her."

The skipper of the last shuttle flight, Christo-
pher Ferguson, is rooting for Houston. He'll fly
Atlantis into orbit at the end of June on the
135th and final shuttle voyage.

"To me, this is the centre of the human space-
flight universe," Ferguson told reporters last
month at Johnson Space Centre.

The $28.8 million price tag is based on
NASA's estimate for transporting a shuttle from
Kennedy to a major U.S. airport, atop a modified
jumbo jet, and for displaying it indoors in a cli-
mate-controlled building. The cost will vary,
depending on the locale.  Kennedy's visitor com-
plex, for example, is just five miles down the
road from the shuttle hangar, a short tow trip.

"We're not quite sure how to pick it up over
the guard gate," Moore said. "I told somebody
today, I tell you what, we'll knock it down and
build them a new one. It will still come out
cheaper."

(This article was written by Marcia Dunn,
AP Aerospace Writer).

 



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport
Reporter
dmaycock@
tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT - Rev
Glenroy Bethel, founder of
Family for Justice, is calling
for more prosecutors to be
stationed at the Office of
the Attorney General on
Grand Bahama.

He believes that there is
a need for more permanent
lawyers considering the
number of cases heard in
the country’s second city.

“For far too long the
Grand Bahama community
has suffered without suffi-
cient prosecutors to serve
in our community. We are
appealing to the govern-
ment to send prosecutors
to our community to assure
that the vision that (Attor-
ney General) John
Delaney communicated to
the community be carried
out so that people could
trust the system,” Rev
Bethel said in a press
release issued yesterday. 

Attorney General
Delaney held a conference
in Grand Bahama a few
months ago for religious
leaders and members of the
community in an effort to
improve relations between
victims’ families and wit-
nesses in violent crime cas-
es.

Rev Bethel said there
continues to be a backlog
of cases on Grand Bahama.

In an effort to alleviate
this backlog, two prosecu-
tors, one permanent, are
on staff at the Attorney
General’s Office in
Freeport.

A full-time Justice has
also been appointed to deal
with criminal matters in the
Supreme Court on Grand
Bahama.

Rev Bethel said he sup-
ports Mr Delaney’s vision,
but feels it “could only
work for the community of
Grand Bahama, particular-
ly if central government
supports the Attorney
General’s Office in
Freeport with adequate
staff.

“This means sufficient
prosecutors to get the job
done and improve rela-
tionship with the commu-
nity.  

“The Attorney General’s
Office in Freeport is under-
staffed, out of touch with
the community, and needs
professional attorneys to
serve the community of
Grand Bahama.

“Because of the high
crime rate Freeport has
been experiencing and the
backlog of cases, our
organisation felt it was
necessary to agitate for
change in the justice sys-
tem, for permanent
lawyers for the Grand
Bahama office.

“Therefore, we call on
the government to provide
permanent lawyers for the
Attorney General’s Office
to better serve our com-
munity,” he said.

LOCAL NEWS
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Family for Justice
Founder Rev Glenroy Bethel
expressed concern that complaints of
alleged corruption filed nearly five
months ago against several police offi-
cers have yet to be addressed. 

He reported that the complaints
involve 10 police officers of various
ranks (constable, corporal, sergeant
and inspector) in the Royal Bahamas
Police Force on Grand Bahama.  

“The Family for Justice organisa-
tion had received information of
alleged police corruption involving
10 police officers of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force.

“We had taken the position to
investigate these alleged reports and
we found it very disturbing that these
10 officers were allegedly involved in
corrupt practices,” claims Rev Bethel
in a press release.

He claims that the officers were
accused of conspiracy to commit
home invasion, illegal firearm pos-
session, abuse of an official position

and use of government property to
commit a criminal act. 

The community activist said his
organisation lodged official com-
plaints with the senior assistant com-
missioner in charge of the Grand
Bahama District.

Rev Bethel claims that FFJ has yet
to hear anything about the status of
those complaints.

“It is our view that no complaint
from the public should have to take
five months to be addressed; service
given to the public must be given with
respect,” he said. 

“So we make this plea to the Com-
missioner of Police Ellison
Greenslade to address our organisa-
tion’s complaints.

“These are serious allegations…
and we would like to see justice
done,” Rev Bethel said. 

He also called on the public to part-
ner with the police to help rid the

force of corrupt officers.
The Tribune attempted to contact

Senior Assistant Commissioner
Quinn McCartney for comment
regarding the complaints, but he did
not return the call up to press time
last night.

During the swearing-in of 32 new
police recruits on February 23, 2011,
Mr McCartney warned that there is
zero tolerance for police brutality and
corruption.

“We hear about police brutality and
corruption and we want these young
individuals joining (the force) to
maintain the highest standards possi-
ble,” he said. 

He told the recruits that the RBPF
is a noble organisation that plays a
critical role in the governance and
management of the country, and
therefore must be staffed by people
who can be trusted and relied on to
uphold the law.

SOUTH Africa hopes to
install an honorary consul
for the Bahamas to further
strengthen ties between
the two countries. There
is particular interest in the
Freeport shipping sector
with a view of possible
ut i l i sat ion for  South
Africa.

Since they established
their diplomatic relations
after the end of apartheid
in 1994, South Africa and
the Bahamas have been
working towards stronger

economic and cultural ties.
Over the last decade, the

South African interest in
the Bahamas has
increased. With the most
notable investment of Sol
Kerzner’s Atlantis, inter-
est in the Bahamas has
greatly increased through
many collaborations of
Kerzner International with
the international commu-
nity.

The new South African
High Commissioner to the
Caribbean Mathu Joyini

arrived in Nassau on Tues-
day. She met with various
Government Ministers and
US Ambassador to the
Bahamas Nicole Avant on
Wednesday.

High Commiss ioner
Joyini  and Counsel lor
Vhangani  Peter  Mak-
warela were hosted by
South African resident
Werner Gruner, director
of the Julius Bär Bank and
Trust  (Bahamas) ,  and
were given a tour of the
multi-million property.

POLICE are investigating the attempt-
ed murder of a man who was chopped
multiple times by a cutlass-wielding thug.

The victim, believed to be in his mid-
20s, was walking in the area of Bacardi
Road around 1.17am yesterday when a
green Chevrolet Blazer, occupied by two
men, pulled alongside him.

One of the men got out of the car,
pulled out a cutlass and attacked the vic-
tim.

The victim suffered multiple chop
wounds about the body and was taken to
hospital by emergency medical services
where he remains in critical condition.

• Firearm and drugs recovered 
OFFICERS of the Central Detective

Unit, acting on a tip, seized a quantity of
suspected marijuana as well as a hand-
gun with ammunition from a private vehi-
cle.

The CDU officers made the discovery
of the suspected illegal drugs and firearm
after searching a black Buick vehicle on
Toote Shop Corner off East Street on
Wednesday at 6pm.

No one was taken into custody. 

• Drug arrest
OFFICERS of the Tourism Police Unit

were on Cumberland Street around 9pm
on Wednesday when they observed a
young man acting suspiciously.

Officers conducted a search of the 17-
year-old man and recovered a quantity
of suspected marijuana on his person. 

He was taken into custody for ques-
tioning.

•Firearm recovered
OFFICERS of Mobile Division, acting

on information, recovered a handgun and
ammunition outside of a liqour store.

The officers made the discovery yester-
day morning outside Pressure Point
Liquor Store on Tonique Williams-Dar-
ling Highway. No one was taken into cus-
tody.

• Students arrested
Two male students were taken in cus-

tody after being found in possession of a
handgun while at school yesterday after-
noon. The Anatol Rogers High School
students are aged 15 and 16 . Police inves-
tigations continue.

Complaints against police
‘have yet to be addressed’

Call for more prosecutors
at Attorney General’s 

office on Grand Bahama

Family for Justice Founder 
Rev Glenroy Bethel speaks out

SOUTH AFRICAN High Commissioner to the Caribbean Mathu Joyini (centre) with South African Min-
ister Counsellor to the Caribbean Vhangani Peter Makwarela (left) and South African resident Werner
Gruner, director of the Julius Bär Bank and Trust (Bahamas).

South Africa interested in
Freeport shipping industry

Man is attacked by 
cutlass-wielding thug

POLICE NEWS



By GENA GIBBS

ENERGY efficiency con-
cerns have cash-strapped
Bahamians looking for ways
to start saving money through
conservation.

The new National Energy
Policy is designed by local
energy professionals to main-
tain energy in the Bahamas
and make it affordable for
Bahamians. Results were
recorded and published in a
National Energy Policy report.

“It is the Government’s
vision to achieve 30/30 by the
year 2030. In other words, the
Bahamas will aim to reduce its
energy consumption by 30 per
cent and have 30 per cent of
its energy met by renewable
energy sources by the year
2030,” said Phenton Neymour,
Minister of State for the Envi-
ronment.

“By beginning with the
implementation of a national
programme that includes ‘Pro-
moting Energy Efficiency in
Residential Lighting’ and
developing a disposal pro-
gramme for compact florescent
light bulbs, otherwise known

as CFLs and the incandescent
lights that have been replaced
by CFLs.”

On Saturday, distribution
will begin in Elizabeth Estates,
Windsor Park, Christie Park,
A F Adderley Park, Pinewood
Gardens Community Park,
and Golden Gates Park. 

The Royal Bahamas
Defence Force will hand out
the bulbs moving from street to

street, knocking on doors and
exchanging the light bulbs.

Individuals are required to
provide old incandescent light
bulbs in exchange for CFLs,
free of charge. 

Full distribution will begin
on May 7 in New Providence
as supplies last. 

The programme includes a
disposal programme for incan-
descent lights and CFLs.

The nationwide distribution
of 270,000 CFLs over the next
two months, is one of the fun-
damental solutions to reduce
energy dependency on fossil
fuels and to promote conser-
vation techniques, the ministry
said. By changing incandescent
light bulbs to CFLs a house-
hold can reduce its energy costs
and consumption by two

thirds.
“Last Thursday, I had the

privilege of informing Bahami-
ans of the Government’s deci-
sion to post the second report
of a National Energy Policy
Committee on the BEST
Commission’s website,” said
Mr Neymour.

“The critical components
of that report included apply-
ing waste-to-energy technolo-
gies, promoting energy effi-
ciency and conservation mea-
sures, reducing oil imports,
lowering greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and tapping available
sources of alternate or renew-
able energy resources with
existing mature renewable
technologies. Before we can
promote energy efficiency, we
must first understand what it is. 

“Simply put, energy effi-
ciency is the efficient use of
energy with the goal of using
the amount of effort it takes
to provide the same products
and services,” he said.

The Government decided

to provide Bahamians that
qualify a head start in getting
CFL light bulbs, which report-
edly can last up to five years.
This means they will still be in
use up to two years after the
phasing out of incandescent
bulbs takes effect in 2014. It
means the Government must
provide at least five light bulbs
to each Bahamian home. To
qualify you must prove an
average consumption of less
than 600 kilowatts per month
over the last 12 months; so the
programme targets low income
homes.

“Much work was poured
into developing this report.
The committee was formulated
with the view of having partic-
ipation from the public sector,
but from the private sector at
no cost. So I encourage all to
go on the BEST website and
read the report,” said Mr Ney-
mour.

“Although we grasp and
appreciate the significance of
saving energy, there are many

challenges to implementing
renewable energy sources,
which include the high initial
start up costs to provide the
renewable energy source, and
changing the behaviour of cus-
tomers.”

The Ministry and the Inter-
American Development
(IDB) partnered with many
local Bahamian businesses to
distribute free CFL bulbs to
the Bahamian public. Dissem-
ination of constant informa-
tion is anticipated to ensure
Bahamians will not lose out on
the programme’s energy sav-
ing opportunities.

“One of the greatest chal-
lenges I have recognised in
promoting energy efficiency
and lowering our energy costs
is education,” said Mr Ney-
mour.

“Education is key. The
press will call and want to
know the price of gasoline at
the pump. They want to know
and talk about electricity bills,
and the fuel surcharge, well,
this programme is aimed at
reducing some of those costs.
Yet we have challenges in get-
ting our message out.”

Funding for the bulbs was
provided for by a combination
of an IDB grant and the Glob-
al Environment Facility
(GEF). They started the give-
away with a gift to the Ran-
furly Home for Children.
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SIX young boys will be
able to continue playing
the sport they love thanks
to the Roteract Club of
East Nassau.

The future soccer super-
stars all play for the Insur-
ance Management Bears,
managed by fellow Rotari-
an Hope Sealey. 

The sponsorship, at a
cost of $175 per child, will
cover coaching fees and
uniform costs for the boys
and enable them to contin-
ue benefiting from a sport
that teaches teamwork,
social skills, commitment
and a host of other positive
attributes that can be put
to use far beyond the soc-
cer pitch.   

“While it’s important
that we assist with major
natural disasters, donations
like this can make a
tremendous positive
impact on a child’s life,”
said Jaime Lewis, commu-
nity service director for the
Rotaract Club of East Nas-
sau. 

“Just by enabling kids to
play soccer, we help pro-
vide them with important
life skills that will, in time,
help to better the entire
Bahamas,” he said.

The Rotaract Club of
East Nassau, sponsored by
the Rotary Club of East
Nassau and a member of
Rotary International, is a
community service organi-
sation for young profes-
sionals ages 18 to 30.

The club was the 2010
recipient of the District
7020 Rotaract Club of the
Year Award. 

More information can be
found at www.rotaracteast-
nassau.org or at
www.rotaract.org.   

Government gives
away 270,000 CFLs 
to launch energy 

efficiency programme

ABOVE: GOVERNMENT issued CFLs are going to be distributed throughout Bahamian neighbour-
hoods, starting on Saturday by Royal Bahamas Defence Force officers. 

LEFT: PHENTON Neymour, Minister of State for the Environment, holds up two bottles of biodiesel pro-
duced here at the Bahamas Waste on Gladstone Road. He gave the bottles as gifts to the members of the
National Energy Policy Committee. 

Gena Gibbs/BIS

ROTARACT EAST
NASSAU SPONSORS

YOUTH SOCCER

 



By KATHRYN CAMPBELL
Bahamas Information
Services

S T A K E H O L D E R S
involved in the Baha Mar
resort complex including the
Ministry of Public Works and
Transport entertained the
views of residents of Lake
Cunningham Estates on the
road component of the pro-
posed development at a meet-
ing on Tuesday.

Representatives of Baha
Mar presented current ideas
for the access arrangements
for Lake Cunningham
Estates. 

Details of the arrangements
are still to be resolved, how-
ever, the meeting was
designed to solicit feedback
from the residents.

Among those in attendance
at the town hall meeting at
Wyndham Nassau Resort was
the Minister of Health Hubert
Minnis, MP for Killarney; Sid-
ney Collie, MP for Blue Hills;
John Canton, director of Pub-
lic Works, Brenton Turner,
project officer; Dr Robert
Reiss, principal of Reiss Engi-
neering Inc, Government’s
representative and manager
for the project, and Robert
Sands, senior vice-president
for administration and exter-
nal relations at Baha Mar.

The Cable Beach complex,
expected to be the
Caribbean’s largest single-
phase destination resort, is a
joint venture between the
Bahamas Government and
Baha Mar. The ground-break-
ing ceremony for the 1,000-
acre resort, gaming and enter-
tainment complex was held
on February 21 and it is
scheduled to open in Decem-
ber 2014. 

In his remarks Mr Canton
said: “Under the Heads of
Agreement with Govern-
ment, Baha Mar has commit-
ted to construct New West
Bay Street – diverting in a
semi-circle around the area
to be occupied by the core of
the Baha Mar project – along
with corridor seven which
links New West Bay Street
with JFK at the junction of
Gladstone Road.

“The intent of both the
Ministry of Public Works and
Transport and Baha Mar is
aligned in consideration of

and desire to make appropri-
ate provisions, especially in
respect to road access, for the
communities affected by the
project and to enhance the
context and provisions at both
the household and communi-
ty living levels.”

The concepts presented
included driving protocols and

standards, privacy, safety and
security for the community.
Residents were assured that
their interests and concerns
would be addressed and the
final proposals would be pre-
sented to them.

The project is on schedule
with the exception of the
police and fire stations.
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport
Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – While
there have been no reported
cases of the disease canine
distemper on Grand
Bahama, the island is cur-
rently experiencing an out-
break of the parvovirus – a
dangerous viral infection
that affects dogs.

Veterinarian Dr Owen
Hanna, of the Caribbean
Veterinary Health and
Healing Centre, is urging pet
owners to ensure that their
dogs are protected against
these two highly contagious
diseases which, if left
untreated, can be fatal.

“Canine distemper is one
we are very concerned
about, but at this point there
is no outbreak on the island.
Parvo is what we are expe-
riencing now and it is prob-
ably the worst I have seen
in a number of years,” Dr
Hanna said.

Dr Hanna reported that
some 15 to 20 dogs – mostly
pit bulls and Rottweilers –
brought to clinic in the last
two weeks had been suffer-
ing from a parvo viral infec-
tion.

He said the symptoms
include vomiting and bloody
diarrhea. “The infection can
also actually attack the heart
and kill the dog instantly, so
it is a pretty devastating dis-
ease,” he said.

According to Dr Hanna,
canine distemper is a disease
that affects the digestive,
respiratory and nervous sys-
tems in dogs. The symptoms
are vomiting, diarrhea, nos-
tril discharge, coughing and
rapid breathing.

“If you have been keep-
ing up with the news, (you
know) at least one facility
in South Florida had to be
closed down because of dis-
ease. And part of the con-
cern regarding canine dis-
temper is that we are very
close to Florida and we have
dogs going back and forth
to Florida on a daily basis,”
he pointed out.

“The last time we had a
canine distemper outbreak
a few years ago we had hun-
dred of dogs that either had
to be put to sleep or died.”

Mr Hanna said that both
the parvo and canine dis-
temper diseases can be pre-
vented with vaccines.

He noted that in rare cas-
es some dogs do not respond
to the vaccines because their

immune systems are com-
promised.

“We encourage pet own-
ers to ensure that their pup-
py has had all of its puppy
vaccines, and that adult dog
has had their canine distem-
per vaccine yearly to make
sure they are protected
against the disease.

“We are seeing this cluster
of issues with parvo and we

want to make sure the pub-
lic and pet owners aware,”
he said. 

“Canine distemper is not
here but we want to make
sure that shelters and vet-
erinarians and people work-
ing at the airport do every-
thing they can to keep a
watchful eye out and if you
see any signs to alert some-
one about it,” he said.

Dr Hanna said although
pit bulls and Rottweilers are
more genetically susceptible
than other breeds to con-
tracting parvo, all dogs
should be protected. 

He said puppies should be
given the vaccine at six
weeks old, and one shot
every two weeks until they
have had four or five shots. 

He stressed that it is

important that dogs com-
plete the series of the
required shots; this is also
important for dogs already
being treated for the dis-
ease. 

Because both diseases are
very contagious and can
remain in the environment
for years, Dr Hanna said it is
important to bleach the
affected areas.

Viral infection
affecting dogs on
Grand Bahama

Island hit by outbreak of the parvovirus 
VETERINARIAN Dr Owen Hanna,
of the Caribbean Veterinary
Health and Healing Centre.

Residents hear plans for Lake Cunningham
Estates during Baha Mar construction

JOHN CANTON, director of
Public Works, presents

remarks at the Town Hall
Meeting for residents of

Lake Cunningham Estates. 

Patrick Hanna/BIS

 



AS THE College of the
Bahamas (COB) celebrates
the grand opening of the
new Harry C Moore Library
and Information Centre
today, RBC Royal Bank
said it is working hard
behind the scenes to imple-
ment the next phase of the
project’s financing. 

In all, the Harry C Moore
Library and Information
Centre required a total

investment of approximate-
ly $30 million; of this, RBC
provided a $23 million loan
for the construction of the
library. 

In addition, RBC provid-
ed another $8.7 million in
financing for new multi-use
facilities on the COB cam-
pus in Freeport, Grand
Bahama.

“This project started with
an initial construction loan

being provided by RBC,
which will be converted to
long-term bond financing
currently being arranged by
Royal Fidelity,” said Brian
Knowles, the lead banker on
the deal for RBC. “RBC has
had a long-standing rela-
tionship with the College of
the Bahamas. With the Col-
lege’s strong management
and backing by the Govern-
ment, the business case for
this deal was very solid. It
is also a good, long-term
investment for the commu-
nity.”

The 60,000-square foot
library structure includes the
capacity to hold 150,000 vol-
umes, museum quality exhi-
bition space, a 117-seat audi-
torium, 75 networked com-
puter terminals through the
library, and a 24-hour Inter-
net café of 25 networked
computer terminals. 

“The library has already
become a hub for students,”
said Cheryl Simms, vice-
president of Finance for
COB. “Whereas before stu-
dents would congregate at
different areas on campus,
now they’re congregating in
the library, and they’re more
motivated to come to the
library to study.” For many,
the library is also viewed as
the de facto national library
of the Bahamas.

“The relationship with
Royal Bank facilitated our
ability to get to this point,”
said Ms Simms. “It was cer-
tainly a collaborative effort,
and the service and advice
provided by RBC was

exceptional.” 
According to Ms Simms,

many organisations and indi-
viduals also provided signif-
icant contributions to the
project, including the Lyford
Cay Foundation, the Pin-
dling Foundation, and indi-
vidual contributions by
COB faculty, administrative
staff, students and alumni.
The Bahamas Government
also provided direct funding
to this project.

“This collaborative
approach is in line with
RBC’s values,” said
Nathaniel Beneby, Jr, pres-
ident and country head of
RBC in the Bahamas. “We
are focused on fully partici-
pating in and giving back to
our communities, and one
of our top giving priorities
is supporting local education
initiatives. Our partnership
with the College of the
Bahamas on this project is
very gratifying.” 

In addition to the financ-
ing deal, RBC made a $1
million commitment from its
corporate donations 
programme toward the
building of COB’s graduate
business centre, which 
broke ground on June 10,
2010. 

The centre will eventually
house the graduate business
programme and will offer
students state-of-the-art
facilities.

“We are incredibly grate-
ful for RBC’s support,” said

Dr Betsy Vogel-Boze, COB
president. 

“RBC has been a tremen-
dous partner in our planned
transition to university sta-
tus. The opening of the new
library and expansion of our
Freeport facilities are critical
milestones as we continue
to deliver excellent under-
graduate teaching, develop
new programmes, expand
our research activities and
focus our work in areas cru-
cial to national develop-
ment,” she said.
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RBC Royal Bank treated 32 Grand
Bahama students from the Marco City Lead-
ership Institute for Senior Students to a pre-
sentation on working in the finance indus-
try. 

The students, along with Minister of State
for Finance Zhivargo Laing, the founder of
the institute, visited RBC as a part of a cor-
porate tour of New Providence. 

During the tour, the 11th and 12th grade
students visited important business houses
throughout Nassau and received practical
advice on entering the job market.

While at RBC, the students were addressed
by Michael Munnings, vice president of retail
banking for the Family Islands, who coached
the eager teenagers on working in the bank-

ing industry.
“In orienting these young people to the

financial sector we invest in the future of the
industry and the future of the country,” said
Mr Munnings. “RBC has long had a commit-
ment to the advancement of our nation’s
youth and it is a pleasure to partner with an
organisation that shares this passion.”  

The Marco City Leadership Institute for
Senior Students provides training and men-
toring to 11th and 12th grade students from
high schools throughout Grand Bahama.

The programme prepares students for the
transition to adulthood by offering educa-
tion and training in areas such as goal set-
ting, effective decision making, successful col-
lege applications and job hunting.  

‘UP with People’, an inter-
national educational and inter-
cultural group for young adults,
is hosting information sessions
in Grand Bahama today for
their upcoming summer camps.

CEO of the group Alain
Thiry is on the island to pro-
vide information  to parents
interested in sending their chil-
dren (14 to 17-year-olds) to
‘Camp Up with People’ which
is set for two sessions in the US,
from July 3 to July 23; and July
24 to August 13.

Today at 10am and 1pm, Mr
Thiry will be on hand at the
Canal House at the Pelican Bay
Hotel to give more information
on the camp.

The camp is located in the
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia,

just two hours west of Wash-
ington, DC, and just a few miles
outside the city of Harrison-
burg. These three-week long
camps will be focused on four
main areas: performing arts,
leadership, service, culture. 

At the end of the three
weeks, the campers will put on
a performance, showcasing
their talents, cultures and hopes
for the world that reflects the
Up with People spirit. These
projects and hours served could
be used for your high schools’
community service require-
ments, or be included on a col-
lege application, the organisa-
tion said.

Up with People was founded
45 years ago to provide young
adults an international, educa-

tional and inter-cultural expe-
rience that teaches service lead-
ership and uses the performing
arts to deliver messages of hope
and goodwill throughout the
world.

During Up with People’s
recent visit to Grand Bahama
their 100 cast members from 21
countries provided over 2,000
hours of community service
work at multiple community
sites; put on an international
festival at the International
Bazaar; and ended their stay
with a  performance at the Jack
Hayward High School Audito-
rium. 

Up with People is an inde-
pendent non-profit organisa-
tion without any religious or
political affiliations. 

RBC BANKS ON STUDENTS FOR FINANCE INDUSTRY PRESENTATION

AN RBC WELCOME: Tanya McCartney, managing director of RBC Finco (front row left of centre) joins
Mr Laing (centre) and Michael Munnings (left) in welcoming the students to Royal Bank House.

RBC Royal Bank arranges
$32m for Harry C Moore
Library, Freeport campus 

BRIAN KNOWLES, senior account manager at RBC Royal Bank
and lead banker on the COB deal.

‘Up with People’ hold summer
camp information sessions

THE 100 INTERNATIONAL cast members of Up With People visited Grand Bahama in February and are seen
here at the International Bazaar in downtown Freeport. 

Photo/The Bahamas Weekly
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PERFORMANCE,
Quality     Style.

| 322-2188/9

Geoffrey Jones offers the fine line of General 
Electric appliances designed to suit every 
need with performance quality and style. Our 
competitive prices and full service department, 
make us your ultimate appliance centre.

THE University of the West
Indies (UWI) in the Bahamas,
with the support of RBC Roy-
al Bank and RBC FINCO,
wi l l  hold  i t s  f i f th  annual
Research Day today. 

The theme of the event,
“Research:  Bui ld ing  the
Foundat ion for  Nat ional
Health Priorities,” will focus
on the government’s national
health priorities, including
communicable and non-com-
municable diseases. The all-
day event, which starts at 8am
will be officially opened by
the Minister of Health and
Socia l  Development  Dr
Hubert Minnis at the School
of Nursing Auditorium on
Grosvenor Close. 

“We are at a point where
we can no longer ignore the
significant health care issues
facing our population,” said
Nathaniel Beneby, Jr, presi-
dent and country head for
RBC in  the Bahamas and
Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Philosophy
“The University of the West

Indies has a philosophy of
engaging with the communi-
ties in which it operates to
ensure  that  i t s  research,
teaching and consulting activ-
ities are relevant to the devel-
opment objectives of its host
countries. Royal Bank is fully
in synch with that philosophy.
Only  by  taking personal
responsibility and working
together at all levels will we
gain the momentum required
to reverse the heath trends we
are experiencing,” he said.

Health issues  to  be dis-
cussed at the event are wide
ranging, including concerns

with  substance abuse ,
HIV/AIDS, diabetes and con-
gestive heart failure.  

The keynote lecture being
sponsored by RBC will be
del ivered by Professor
Michael  Gross  f rom Dal-
housie University in Canada.
His presentation, which kicks
off Research Day, will focus
on “Obesi ty  and Joint
Replacement  Surgery :
Preparing for the Millennium
Epidemic.”   

Dr Robin Roberts, chair of
the planning committee, said
UWI’s research objectives are
to facilitate the improvement

of health of the people of the
Bahamas through c l inical
research that will produce
knowledge for the prevention
and management of diseases
and formulation of health
policies and programmes. 

Priorities
“The theme of this year’s

event recognises the need for
us to focus on the govern-
ment’s health priorities and
share the information with the
wider community,” added Dr
Roberts. “We are grateful to

RBC for again sponsoring this
event and helping to promote
the important research taking
place at UWI.” 

There is no registration fee
to attend Research Day. UWI
and RBC urge members of
the public to attend through-
out the day of activities. In
particular teachers, healthcare
workers, tourism employees
and ministries of Government
are encouraged to attend. In
addition, since this is the fifth
year of Research Day, UWI
will be publishing an abstract
of proceedings from the past
five Research Day events. 

University of the West Indies’ ‘Research
Day’ focuses on national health priorities

DR ROBIN ROBERTS (second from left), director of the School of Clinical Medicine and Research, and Dr
Tony Frankson (far right), coordinator of its Research Unit, accept a cheque from Jan Knowles (second from
right), RBC’s regional manager of Public Relations, and Chauntez Wilson (far left), public relations officer of
RBC Royal Bank.

EL PASO, Texas
Associated Press

CLOSING arguments are under way in the
trial of an ex-CIA agent from Cuba considered
former President Fidel Castro's nemesis.

Luis Posada Carriles (loo-EES' poh-SAH'-
duh cah-REE'-lehs) faces perjury, obstruc-
tion and immigration fraud charges in El Paso,
Texas. The 83-year-old is an anti-communist
militant and Cuba's Public Enemy No. 1.

Each side has three hours for final argu-
ments Thursday.

Posada sneaked into the U.S. in 2005. He's
accused of lying during citizenship hearings
about how he entered the country and about
allegedly masterminding a series of bombings
in Cuba in 1997.

The defense argues he should be allowed to
retire in Miami a hero for his service to the
U.S. during the Cold War. Prosecutors counter
that no one — not even former allies — can lie
to federal authorities.

CLOSING ARGUMENTS BEGIN
IN EX-CIA AGENT'S TRIAL 

RIO DE JANEIRO
Associated Press

A GUNMAN opened fire at a public elemen-
tary school in Rio de Janeiro on Thursday, killing
at least 11 students before taking his own life.

At least 18 other people, mostly students, were
hurt and brought to local hospitals, said Rio state
Health Secretary Sergio Cortes. At least four
were in grave condition.

The dead included 10 girls and one boy, plus
the gunman, Cortes said. The ages of the children
were not immediately known. Police had said
earlier that at least 13 people had died in the
shooting.

A police spokeswoman told the AP that the
gunman was identified as 23-year-old Wellington
Oliveira, a former student at the Tasso da Silveira
school, located in a working-class neighborhood
in western Rio. She spoke on condition of
anonymity, saying that she was not authorized to
discuss the matter.

A motive was not immediately known, but
authorities said the shooter left a rambling and
mostly incoherent letter at the scene indicating he
wanted to kill himself.

Rio is a city rife with drug-gang violence in its
vast slums, but school shootings are rare. The
gunman had no criminal history, Police Chief
Martha Rocha told a news conference.

Rocha said he walked into the school with two
firearms — she didn't detail what type — and
an ammunition belt. He fired off at least 30
rounds.

GUNMAN OPENS FIRE IN
BRAZILIAN SCHOOL, 12 DEAD 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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By RONALD BLUM,
AP Sports Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
The eight women and four men
sat in the jury box for more than
4 1/2 hours, listening to angry
arguments from federal prose-
cutors and Barry Bonds' attor-
neys at the end of a 12-day trial
that exposed the dark world of
baseball's Steroids Era.

Now, Bonds' fate is up to
them.

After listening to tawdry
accusations of drug use, theft
and body parts that grew
(Bonds' head) and shrank (his
testicles), the 12-member panel
gets to decide whether the
home run king will become a
convicted felon.

Bonds' trial on charges he
lied to a grand jury more than
seven years ago when he denied
knowingly using performance-
enhancing drugs ended Thurs-
day with closing arguments
from both sides that were filled
with virulence and self-right-
eousness.

"There's a real irony to this
case," Assistant U.S. Attorney
Matthew Parrella concluded.
"These substances that the
defendant took to make him-
self strong — he wasn't strong.
He was weak. He was too weak
to tell the truth despite all the
anabolic steroids."

And with that, at 3:51 p.m.
PDT, U.S. District Judge Susan
Illston turned to the jury box
and said: "At this point ladies
and gentlemen, we're turning it
over to you."

The jury's first order of busi-
ness when it starts deliberations
today — the day the World
Series flag is raised at nearby
AT&T Park, home of Bonds'
San Francisco Giants — is to
elect a foreman. Then it must
sort through the testimony of
25 witnesses and hundreds of
exhibits that include syringes,
vials and dizzying computer
graphs of drug tests.

A seven-time MVP regarded
as among the greatest hitters
ever, Bonds is charged with
three counts of making false
statements and one count of
obstruction of justice. His
lawyers ridiculed the prosecu-
tion as being celebrity obsessed
and willing to cut deals with
anyone who would implicate
perhaps the top player of his
generation.

"It's part of an effort to
demonize Barry Bonds, and it's
very wrong," lead defence
lawyer Allen Ruby said.

Cristina Arguedas, another
of Bonds' attorneys, repeatedly
took off her glasses and pointed
them contemptuously at Jeff
Novitzky, the tall, bald federal
investigator who was seated at
the prosecution table.

"They have the power to end
careers and to ruin lives," she
said to the jury, her voice qua-
vering. "And nobody gets to
test that evidence unless they
have the wherewithal and inter-
nal strength to come to a jury
trial — to you."

Bonds is charged with lying

when he denied knowingly
receiving steroids and human
growth hormone from personal
trainer Greg Anderson and for
saying he allowed only doctors
to inject him. An obstruction
count lists four additional state-
ments the government alleges
were made to evade or mislead
the grand jury.

Each count carries a possible
sentence of 10 years in prison,
but federal guidelines indicate a
recommended total sentence of
15 to 21 months. For convic-
tions for similar offences in the
Bay Area Laboratory Co-Oper-
ative (BALCO) case, Illston
sentenced two people to home
confinement.

Testified
Bonds doesn't dispute that

he took steroids but testified to
the grand jury that Anderson
told him they were flaxseed oil
and arthritic balm. Parrella, in
his 51-minute rebuttal that end-
ed the trial, compared that to a
teenager who arrives home
glassy eyed on a Saturday night
and tells his parents "I went to a
bar and they told me it was just
Coke."

Parrella said Bonds' plan at
the grand jury was to "sell the
little lie and hide the big lie"
that his exploits — including the
record for home runs in a sea-
son (73 in 2001) and, later, in a
career (762) — were built on
steroids.

"It all makes sense when you
realize the defendant lied in the
grand jury because he wanted to

protect his secret," the prose-
cutor said.   "It would have been
embarrassing and humiliating
for him to acknowledge it."

"But you know what?" he
added. "Other players did."

Former AL MVP Jason
Giambi, Jeremy Giambi, Mar-
vin Benard and Randy Velarde
all testified to receiving drugs
from Anderson and said they
knew what they were getting.
Anderson has been jailed for
refusing to testify, and the jurors
will have to decide what to
make of his absence.

Wearing a dark blue suit,
light blue shirt and yellow tie,
Bonds sat at the defence table,
watching and listening. When
the defence presentation end-
ed, he gave lead lawyer Allen
Ruby an appreciative tap on the
left shoulder. Arguedas walked
over to the first row of spectator
benches and gave a hug to the
player's mother, Pat.

While there previously had
been empty spectator seats on
most days in the 19th-floor
courtroom, there was a line
down the hallway of people
waiting to get in.

After Illston read the jury
instructions, Assistant U.S.
Attorney Jeffrey Nedrow spent
nearly an hour and a half sum-
ming up the government's case.
He began with Bonds' appear-
ance on Dec. 4, 2003, before the
BALCO grand jury which was
investigating steroid distribu-
tion to athletes.

"All he had to do was tell
the truth," Nedrow said. "He
chose not to tell the truth, and
that's why he's here."

He said Bonds' testimony to
the grand jury was unbelievable.

"He makes $17 million a
year and doesn't know what
he's taking," Nedrow asked
rhetorically.

Ruby, speaking for 64 min-
utes divided by a lunch break,
pointed out how Nedrow and
Ross Nadel, another Assistant
U.S. Attorney, switched off ask-
ing the questions 36 times dur-
ing Bonds' grand jury appear-
ance.

Pursuit
"A lot of the venom in the

government's pursuit here is
because he wasn't intimidated,"
Ruby said in his deep baritone.
"He was not subservient. He
was Barry."

Ruby and Arguedas
attacked the credibility of the
three primary witnesses against
Bonds: former business manag-
er Steve Hoskins, former
Bonds' personal shopper Kathy
Hoskins (Steve's sister), and for-
mer Bonds' girlfriend Kimberly
Bell.

"When the government
forms alliances with some of the
people you've seen here, things
can go haywire," Ruby told the
jury. "And the system relies on
you to make sure the system
doesn't go haywire."

The defence said Steve
Hoskins made up stories about
Bonds after the player went to
the FBI and accused him of
theft, and that Kathy Hoskins
went along to back her brother.
Bell was described as a mis-

tress scorned who signed false
statements to secure a mort-
gage and exaggerated to a
grand jury about Bonds'
alleged decrease in testicle size
that prosecutors claimed was
caused by steroids.

"This prosecution in its zeal
to go after Barry Bonds will for-
give anybody anything, includ-
ing perjury and mortgage
fraud," Arguedas said. "They
will forgive it if somebody is
willing to say something bad
about Barry Bonds."

Parrella countered the wit-
nesses could not have all got
together to implicate Bonds.
Prosecutors played a recording
Hoskins secretly made of a con-
versation he had with Ander-
son in which the trainer dis-
cusses giving the player injec-
tions.

"Count the number of con-
spiracies the defendant alleges,"
Parrella said to the jury.

He also criticized Arguedas
for her aggressive questioning
of a tearful Bell.

"All they could do is mock
Kim Bell. All they could do is
snicker at her. All they could
do is rage at her," he said. "It's
up to you to decide whether the
manner of her cross-examina-
tion was professional."

Ruby, in turn, attacked the
prosecution for not presenting
any witness from the grand jury
to back up the government's
claim that the grand jury was
misled. The jury must find
Bonds' statements were mater-
ial — that is, important — to
the grand jury investigation of
BALCO.

ership of the party revealed yesterday this
is not the first time this report has sur-
faced.

“When we first heard $500,000 I
thought it was an exaggeration. Because
normally persons of that ilk would not
deal in such large sums of cash. Some-
thing around $50,000 or $60,000 maybe –
or maybe even half of that $500,000. 

“But when you hear it from the horse’s
mouth is another matter,” he said.

The source insisted party leader Perry
Christie was unaware of these reports.

Reportedly, when investors or donors
would contribute to the party’s campaign,
all funds were directed to two persons,

who in turn would be held accountable for
its subsequent redistribution. This way,
the source added, there was better man-
agement and accountability over the
finances of the campaign.

“If these reports are true, and we are
checking them to be sure, we cannot
afford to continue to run persons who
will cause embarrassment for the party.
This election will be close enough as is,
without any added distractions,” he said.

Messages left for Mr Christie and the
party’s deputy leader Philip Davis seeking
comment were not returned before press
time last night.

sons who are residing, working,
and conducting business in the
Bahamas illegally."

Mr Thompson added: "This
is not limited to New Provi-
dence, we are working through-
out the islands. 

“We are grateful to the pub-
lic as we received lots of intelli-
gence, supplementing our own
intelligence gathering." 

In March, the department —
working in collaboration with
the Royal Bahamas Defence
Force – canvassed Harbour
Island, questioning persons on

job sites and in the community.
The apprehension exercise net-
ted 35 persons, who were
unable to satisfy questions con-
cerning their status. Later that
month, 12 Dominican nation-
als – nine men and three
women – were repatriated to
Puerta Plata in the Dominican
Republic. 

The Dominicans were inter-
cepted by the US Coast
Guard in a small sea vessel
off the coast of Inagua on
March 20.

her body” in an apartment
complex on Bougainvillea
Boulevard. 

She became the country’s
38th homicide victim, and the
second woman in two weeks
to be murdered. Police would
not confirm what weapon was
used to inflict the wounds,
although onlookers claimed
it was a cutlass. 

Superintendent Theophilus

Cunningham said a man is
helping with inquiries.

Tribune sources claim the
man was taken to the hospital
by ambulance, as he was “cut
up real bad”. 

It is unclear if the wounds
were self-inflicted, or whether
they resulted from the con-
flict. 

The suspect’s relationship
with the victim was uncon-
firmed by the police. 

Residents on the scene
claimed another man was

involved in what may have
been a love triangle, but
police denied those reports. 

Dozens of residents in the
community gathered around
the crime scene as news of the
incident spread throughout
South Beach yesterday. 

Neighbours and long time
residents said they were not
familiar with the tenants of
the apartment complex,
although they knew the own-
er. 

Some residents claimed the

slain woman was not a
Bahamian; that she was per-
haps of Latin American or
Caucasian appearance. 

An elderly resident said the
neighbourhood is usually qui-
et “except for the motor-
bikes”. 

One resident said there was
“no big commotion”, but peo-
ple started coming out to the
streets once they saw the
sirens and noticed the police
tape blocking the road. 

Bougainvillea Boulevard is

a main thoroughfare in South
Beach. 

“Violence is everywhere.
You cannot let fear entrap
you and cause you to be iso-
lated and not move around in
the community,” said a resi-
dent. 

She said she has always
considered the neighbour-
hood to be safe and was not
going to be intimidated by
criminals. 

Police investigations are
continuing. 

Although not directly
addressing Mr Christie's
threat to return manage-
ment control to govern-
ment should the Progres-
sive Liberal Party win the
next general election,
LIME CFO Gerard Borely
told The Tribune the com-
pany's mandate of superior
service should facilitate a
good relationship between
changing administrations.

He cited the company's
experience with working
with different heads of state
in more than 30 countries.  

"In terms of our execu-
tive operations with gov-
ernments, we have a num-
ber of operations with gov-
ernments across the globe
in which we have very suc-
cessful relationships with
them and we have success-
ful relationships with gov-
ernments regardless of
who’s in power," said Mr
Borely, who works for
CWC's regional operations.  

"The reason for that is
because we deliver value
and service to our con-
sumers, and governments
value that, they appreciate
that, we expect that would
continue to be existing
here," he added.

Days before CWC
assumed management con-
trol of BTC, Mr Christie
issued his strongest threat
against the new owners,
promising that if his party
comes to power in the next
election the "bad deal" will
be dismantled.

In a statement entitled
"Final warning on BTC",
Mr Christie said the deal is
"contrary to the national
interest" and "will not
stand" if the PLP comes to
power.

"No one can say in the
circumstances of this trans-
action and our publicly stat-
ed and clear position, that
they do not know what to
expect from a future PLP
administration. Buyer
beware! Cease and desist!
Do not proceed! I cannot
be more clear on this. This
is an affront to the Bahami-
an people.

"We will use all lawful
means available to us to
ensure that it will not
stand," Mr Christie vowed.

On Wednesday, CWC
took over the formerly
state-run BTC. Executives
of the London-based
worldwide telecommunica-
tions company and the
treasurer signed off on
agreements affecting the
transfer of 51 per cent of
BTC's shares to CWC at
the Cabinet Office.

The Government has
received full payment for
the transaction – the $210
million purchase price, and
in kind and cash comple-
tion dividends from BTC
of $14.3 million. 

while ensuring access to the
Internet and other data is
fast, reliable and flexible,
company executives said
yesterday.

In a press conference
held yesterday at BTC
headquarters, incoming
CEO of BTC Geoff Hous-
ton said that not only does
CWC plan on providing
customers with more ser-
vices for their dollar, it also
plans on introducing new
services.

"The Bahamas is no dif-
ferent to any other com-
munity in that demand for
Internet and other data ser-
vices is growing," said Mr
Houston. 

"Alongside new services
is a need to continue
improving the existing ser-
vices that we supply to cus-
tomers."

Mr Houston also indi-
cated there are no plans to
change the rates of local
calls on landlines which
had been the subject of
earlier public speculation.

• SEE PAGE 3

‘NEXT GENERATION
OF NETWORK 
TECHNOLOGY’ FOR
BTC CUSTOMERS
FROM page one

CABLE & WIRELESS
‘CONFIDENT’ IT 
CAN WORK WITH 
SUCCESSIVE GOVTS

FROM page one

FROM page one

WOMAN IS STABBED TO DEATH AFTER ALLEGED DOMESTIC DISPUTE

FROM page one PLP INVESTIGATE 30 SUSPECTED ILLEGAL
IMMIGRANTS PICKED UP

FROM page one

Before deliberating, Barry
Bonds’ jurors get an earful

FORMER BASEBALL PLAYER Barry Bonds, left, greets fan William Bates as he leaves federal court in San Francisco, Thursday, April 7,
2011. Bonds is charged with three counts of lying to a grand jury in 2003 and a count of obstruction for denying that he knowingly took
performance-enhancing drugs and for saying no one other than his doctors gave him an injection. (AP)
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SENDAI, Japan
Associated Press

A BIG aftershock rocked
quake-weary Japan late
Thursday, rattling nerves as
it knocked out power to the
northern part of the country
and prompted tsunami
warnings that were later
canceled.

The quake was initially
measured at magnitude-7.4,
though the U.S. Geological
Survey in Golden, Colo.,
later downgraded it to 7.1.
Either way, it  was the
strongest aftershock since
several were recorded on
March 11 — the day of the
magnitude-9.0 earthquake
and tsunami that killed as
many as 25,000 people and
touched off a nuclear crisis
last month.

There were no immedi-
ate reports of serious
injuries or major damage,
and the operator of the
tsunami-ravaged Fukushi-
ma Dai-ichi nuclear plant
said there was no sign the
aftershock had caused new
problems there. Workers
retreated to a quake-resis-
tant shelter in the complex,
with no injuries.

Electricity
The aftershock around

11:30 p.m. was strong
enough to knock items off
store shelves and move a
large automated teller
machine at a FamilyMart
convenience store in the
major northern industrial
center of Sendai. The city
is far enough inland that it
avoided major tsunami
damage, but people there
were without gas and elec-
tricity for weeks.

Manager Takehiko Aka-
gi said 100 people had
showed up within an hour
of Thursday's aftershock
and cleared the shelves of
ice, water and instant noo-
dles — items that were in
short supply after the bigger
quake.

"Usually at this time of
night, there is almost no
one," said Akagi, whose
store had power even
though people in nearby

neighborhoods did not. A
handful of buildings had
broken windows and tiles,
and some small electrical
fires were reported.

In Ichinoseki, which is
also inland, buildings shook
violently, knocking items
from shelves and toppling
furniture, but there also
appear to be no major dam-
age there. Hotel workers lit
candles so guests could find
their way around.

Japan's nuclear safety
agency said power plants
along the northeastern
coast were under control
after backup generators
kicked in at three —
Rokkasho, Higashidori and
Onagawa — that lost pow-
er.

The aftershock knocked
out two of three power lines
at the Onagawa nuclear
power plant north of
Sendai, which has been shut
down since the tsunami.
One remaining line was
supplying power to the
plant and radiation moni-
toring devices detected no
abnormalities. The plant's
spent fuel pools briefly lost
cooling capacity but an
emergency diesel generator
quickly kicked in.

"It's the way it's supposed
to work if power is lost for
any reason," said David
Lochbaum, director of the
nuclear safety project for
the U.S.-based Union of
Concerned Scientists. Since
the tsunami warning was
canceled 90 minutes after it
was issued, there was no
reason to believe the facili-
ties' diesel generators
would fail like the ones at

the stricken Fukushima
plant. The massive wave
knocked out cooling sys-
tems and triggered a series
of mishaps that have left
workers struggling to stop
radioactivity from spewing
nearly a month later.

"That was really the blow
that the plant didn't recov-
er from," Lochbaum said.

Coast
Officials said the after-

shock hit 25 miles (40 kilo-
meters) under the water
and off the coast of Miyagi
prefecture. The USGS later
downgraded it to 7.1.

Buildings as far away as
Tokyo, which was about
205 miles (330 kilometers)
from the epicenter, shook
for about a minute.

Prime Minister Naoto
Kan met with staff mem-
bers in his office shortly
afterward, according to
deputy Cabinet spokesman
Noriyuki Shikata.

A separate government
emergency response team
met shortly after midnight
to monitor any reports of
damage and urged fire-
fighters, police and other
emergency personnel to aid
those in need.

USGS geophysicist Paul
Caruso said the aftershock
struck at about the same
location and depth as last
month's quake.

The USGS said the after-
shock struck off the eastern
coast 40 miles (65 kilome-
ters) from Sendai and 70
miles (115 kilometers) from
Fukushima.

Strong aftershock
rattles weary Japan 

WASHINGTON
Associated Press

THE U.S. may consider sending troops into
Libya with a possible international ground force
that could aid the rebels, the former U.S. com-
mander of the military mission said Thursday,
describing the current operation as a stalemate that
is more likely to go on now that America has hand-
ed control to NATO.

But Army Gen. Carter Ham also told lawmakers
that American participation in a ground force would
not be ideal, since it could erode the international
coalition attacking Moammar Gadhafi's forces and
make it more difficult to get Arab support for oper-
ations in Libya.

He said NATO has done an effective job in an
increasingly complex combat situation. But he not-
ed that, in a new tactic, Gadhafi's forces are making
airstrikes more difficult by staging their fighters
and vehicles near civilian areas such as schools and
mosques.

The use of an international ground force is a
possible plan to bolster the Libyan rebels, Ham
said at a Senate Armed Services Committee hear-
ing.

Asked whether the U.S. would provide troops,
Ham said, "I suspect there might be some consid-
eration of that. My personal view at this point
would be that that's probably not the ideal circum-
stance, again for the regional reaction that having
American boots on the ground would entail."

President Barack Obama has said repeatedly
there will be no U.S. troops on the ground in Libya,
although there are reports of small CIA teams in the
country.

Pressed by Sen. John McCain, a leading Repub-

lican, about the situation in Libya, Ham agreed
that a stalemate "is now more likely" since NATO
took command.

Ham also disclosed that the U.S. is providing
some strike aircraft to the NATO operation that do
not need to go through the special approval process
recently established. The powerful side-firing AC-
130 gunship is available to NATO commanders,
he said. His answer countered earlier claims by the
Pentagon that all strike aircraft must be requested
through U.S. European Command and approved by
top U.S. leaders, including Defense Secretary
Robert Gates. 

Ham said that process still applies to other fight-
ers and the A-10 Thunderbolt, which can provide
close air support for ground forces, He said that
process is quick, and other defense officials have
said it can take about a day for the U.S. to approve
the request and move the aircraft in from bases in
Europe.

Overall, he said the U.S. is providing less than 15
percent of the airstrikes and between 60 percent and
70 percent of the support effort, which includes
intelligence gathering, surveillance, electronic war-
fare and refueling.

Recent bad weather and threats from Gadhafi's
mobile surface-to-air missile systems have ham-
pered efforts to use the AC-130 and A-10 aircraft
for close air support for friendly ground forces.
Ham said those conditions, which include as many
as 20,000 shoulder-fired surface-to-air missiles, con-
tributed to the stalemate.

Ham said he believes some Arab nations are
starting to provide training or weapons to the rebels.
And he repeated assertions that the U.S. needs to
know more about the opposition forces before it
would get more deeply involved in assisting them.

General: US may consider
sending troops into Libya

PEOPLE WATCH A TV NEWS as they gather at an evacuation center in Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture, north-
eastern Japan, early Friday, following a big aftershock that rocked earthquake-weary Japan late Thursday. 

Yomiuri Shimbun, Kota Kawasaki/AP

 



By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Cable & Wireless Commu-
nications (CWC) yesterday
pledged to raise the Bahamas
Telecommunications Compa-
ny’s (BTC) operating income
margins to “best in class lev-
els”, the latter’s new chief exec-
utive targeting “opportunities
to drive” smart phones into its
business model and position it
at the forefront of the global
data business.

Geoff Houston, addressing
the media for the first time as
BTC’s head executive, follow-
ing completion of CWC’s $210
million acquisition of a 51 per
cent stake in the former state-
owned carrier, said Bahamians
would “certainly see changes
within the next three months”
as the new majority owner tar-
gets a “100 day plan” to make
an immediate impact.

Explaining that these
changes could involve every-
thing from enhanced customer
service in BTC’s retail stores
through to product pricing, Mr
Houston said CWC was aiming
“to leverage” the company’s
existing assets and infrastruc-
ture to deliver an improved
broadband Internet offering
with greater speeds, plus launch
other products and improve
pricing. 

Product bundling, likely via a
‘Triple Play’ package of phone,
Internet and TV services, is also
on the cards, along with third
generation (3G) and fourth
generation (4G) technology.
CWC has also previously indi-
cated its plans to introduce
enhanced broadband data ser-
vices, and TV for cellular
phones.

Tony Rice, CWC’s London-
based chief executive, told ana-
lysts back in December 2010
that the company was seeking
to reduce BTC’s costs and
improve efficiencies, with the
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Telecommunications
Company (BTC) is 75 per cent com-
plete on the installation of its $55 mil-
lion Next Generation Network
(NGN), Tribune Business was told
yesterday, as its former acting presi-
dent/chief executive explained how
it had been “disadvantaged” as a
standalone operator.

Marlon Johnson, BTC’s vice-pres-
ident of sales and marketing, told this
newspaper of the NGN project, which aims to transition the
company’s infrastructure to an Internet Protocol (IP) plat-
form: “We’re about 75 per cent of the way there, and it’s clear
part of the strategy is going to be how we leverage that plat-
form.”

Mr Johnson was speaking to Tribune Business after a press
conference called by BTC’s new majority owner, Cable &
Wireless Communications (CWC), to announce its plans for the
former state-owned telecommunications carrier going forward.

Kirk Griffin, BTC’s former acting president and chief exec-

BTC 75% complete
on NGN network

* Former CEO says carrier was ‘disadvantaged’
through absence of scale economies and 
difficulty in getting roaming agreements
* BTC now has more than 100 roaming agreements,
but market is big enough for around 400

CWC pledges ‘best in class’ operating margins for BTC

* New majority owner aiming to ‘drive’ smart phones into BTC 
business model and position it at front of data business
* Bahamians to ‘certainly see changes in 3 months’ via 100-day plan
* Economies of scale sought from LIME brand leverage

PLEDGE: New
BTC CEO Geoff
Houston and
outgoing Act-
ing President
Kirk Griffin.

SEE page 2B

SEE page 5B
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Chamber of
Commerce and Employers
Confederation (BCCEC) is
working with the Caribbean
Export Development Agency
(CEDA) to establish a Coali-
tion of Services Organisations
in this nation, a move
designed to help businesses
better exploit the potential
opportunities from the Eco-
nomic Partnership Agree-
ment (EPA) - something the
Bahamas has “not done a
very good job” on.

Winston Rolle, the
BCCEC’s chief executive,
told Tribune Business yester-
day that the prospects for
Bahamian businesses to
obtain grant funding from the
European Union’s (EU) 10th
European Development Fund
(EDF) was “very good”, once
the correct infrastructure and
support was put in place.

A CEDA representative
from the Dominican Repub-
lic, he added, was due to visit
the Bahamas next week to
discuss the creation of a Ser-
vices Coalition with the
Chamber, and Mr Rolle told
Tribune Business: “Trade and
goods is relatively [simple],
but the trade in services is get-
ting a bit more convoluted
because we have so many dif-
ferent sectors that can be
offered.

“A lot of countries have
realised that it is more advan-
tageous, rather than having
disparate organisations, to
have a Services Coalition,
because getting into the nego-
tiations you can go to a single
organisation to discuss the
issues at hand and get the var-
ious industries’ perspectives
on the negotiations.”

Yet, in the Bahamian con-
text, Mr Rolle added: “That
[forming a Services Coalition]
is going to be a challenge for
us. A lot of services industries
have not got to the point
where they have their own
organisations.”

Speaking after returning
from the Fourth Annual
Forum for Business Support
Organisations in the
Caribbean, held in Jamaica,
Mr Rolle added: “When we
talk about the Services Coali-
tion, it’s not only to get EDF
grant funding. Europe wants
to look at trade inbound and
outbound.

“We need a collaboration
with Europe to see what the
prospects are for cross-bor-
der trade, our companies and
professionals going into
Europe, their professionals
and companies coming here.

“The other thing we’re
looking at is part of the major
challenge of accessing grant
funding. One, it’s under-
standing how to get it, under-
standing what the require-

SEE page 3B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government was yes-
terday urged to tighten and
extend minority investor pro-
tection in the reformed Secu-
rities Industry Act to those who
invested in private Bahamian
companies via Private Place-
ment Memorandums (PPMs),
a former leading accountant
having complained to the

Attorney-General about the
alleged “shabby treatment” he
and his wife received from Gal-
leria Cinemas.

Bill Hogg, who headed the
corporate services department
at Bahamian accounting firm,
BDO Mann Judd for 20 years,
in a 12-page letter sent to John
Delaney in late January 2011,
complained that after investing
in the cinema operator’s two
PPMs in 1996 and 1997, pro-

viding financing to help it start
operations, he and his wife
were denied access to any
audited financial statements on
how the company was per-
forming.

Outlining how Galleria man-
agement repeatedly
“stonewalled” them in their
attempts to obtain financial

Investor safeguard demand 
on ‘shabby’ Galleria treatment

SERVICES
COALITION
SOUGHT

n Cinema operator: ‘We fully complied with every aspect of law’
n Government urged to amend upcoming Securities Bill to provide
minority investor protection over private offerings
n Call for legislation to mandate that all private company investors
get audited financials

SEE page 4B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government was yes-
terday urged to facilitate the
creation of “critical mass for
the economic development of
Freeport”, a leading attorney
arguing that attempts to dilute
the Hawksbill Creek Agree-
ment’s powers had helped push
the city into “a recessionary
backwater”.

Speaking after a three-day
Supreme Court trial over Cable
Bahamas’ Judicial Review chal-
lenge to the Utilities Regula-
tion & Competition Authori-

ty’s (URCA) demand that it
pay $78,000 in fees from its
Freeport Internet operations,
an action that again raised crit-
ical issues surrounding the
Hawksbill Creek Agreement,

FACILITATE ‘CRITICAL
MASS’ FOR FREEPORT

Attorney argues city
turned into ‘recessionary
backwater’ by efforts
to dilute Hawksbill
Creek Agreement

SEE page 2B

 



Fred Smith QC said the city
was being forced to compete
against more favourable eco-
nomic legislation benefiting
other parts of the Bahamas.

Speaking of the URCA case,
in which Justice Hartman Lon-
gley has reserved his decision,
Mr Smith said: “This was an
unprecedented occasion in
which the Port Authority, indi-
vidual licensees and the
Freeport Licensee and Proper-
ty Owners Association joined
together to protect their joint
and material interest against
the perceived illegal, unautho-
rised government incursion.

“Frankly, I feel this case, and
URCA and the Attorney Gen-
eral’s submissions, reflect the
general tendency on the part
of successive governments to
whittle down and do away with
the Hawksbill Creek Agree-
ment.”

URCA and the Attorney
General’s Office had argued
that the Telecommunications
Act 1999, and subsequent Com-
munications Act 2009, had
“implicitly repealed the Hawks-
bill Creek Agreement”, Mr
Smith said. 

This, if correct, led to the end
conclusion that URCA had reg-
ulatory jurisdiction over the
Internet and communications
in Freeport plus, ultimately, all
other utilities. Regulatory pow-
er over these sectors, though,
is granted to the Grand
Bahama Port Authority

(GBPA) under the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement.

Assessing the wider implica-
tions of government policies
across a broad spectrum of
issues, Mr Smith told Tribune
Business: “Throughout the rest
of the Bahamas, with all kinds
of economic incentive legisla-
tion enacted over the years,
there are some developers that
obtain even better concessions
than exist in Freeport, such as
the Ginn project in West End.

“So the Freeport licensees,
home owners, feel besieged by
successive governments. They
are not only under attack from
the Immigration Department,
the Customs Department, the
Central Bank, restrictions on
the sale of land, the BEST
Commission, so many regula-
tory agencies, but the enact-
ment of legislation that flies in
the face of the Hawksbill Creek
Agreement - economic incen-
tive legislation promoted by the
Government for investment
elsewhere in the Bahamas to

compete with Freeport.”
Mr Smith added: “It is my

view that it is far more impor-
tant to encourage the creation
of a critical mass in Freeport
for economic development than
to continue to dilute the poten-
tial power of the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement and thereby
banish Freeport to an econom-
ic and recessionary backwater,
which is where we are today.”

The Government's current
position is set out in two letters
sent in late 2009 to the GBPA
and its legal advisors by David
Davis, permanent secretary in
the Prime Minister's Office, in
which he states: "The Govern-
ment's position is that there
should be a single regulator for
the electronic communications
sector of the Bahamas."

Adding that the Bahamas
Telecommunications Company
(BTC) post-privatisation was
expected to continue operating
in Freeport under the current
licensing regime, Mr Davis
added: "Having regard for the
provisions of the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement, the Gov-
ernment is minded, using moral
suasion, to seek the coopera-
tion of your [Port Authority]
Board in agreeing that the
URCA regime might be
extended to Freeport. In this
regard, I herewith formally seek
the concurrence of your
Board."

Various drafts have been
kicked back and forth, the most
recent, according to an August
31, 2009, legal opinion prepared
by Graham, Thompson & Co's
Robert Adams for GBPA pres-
ident Ian Rolle, having been a
draft Deed of Assignment sent
on June 18, 2009, by T. B. Don-
aldson, chair of the Govern-

ment-appointed privatisation
committee. According to Mr
Adams, this draft involved the
GBPA assigning all its rights
to licence and regulate the pro-
vision of electronic communi-
cations services within the Port
area to URCA for $1.

"GBPA's rights under the
existing business licences that
have been issued to electronic
communications services
providers in the Port area will
be included in the assignment,"
Mr Adams wrote.

"For example, all of GBPA's
rights, including the right to col-
lect the licence fees, under its
licence agreement with BTC
and Cable Bahamas will also
be assigned to URCA."

Summing up the implica-
tions, Mr Adams warned:
"Although it is our view that
the Deed does not purport to
'amend' the terms of the
Hawksbill Creek Agreement,
it must be noted that an assign-
ment of a part of GBPA's rights
under the Hawksbill Creek
Agreement to a third party
would represent a very signifi-
cant change to the regulatory
landscape in the Port area.

"Accordingly, if GBPA is
prepared to give up its rights
to regulate the electronic com-
munications sector in the Port
area and negotiate mutually
acceptable commercial benefits
and terms for an assignment of
such rights to URCA, it is our
recommendation that GBPA
engage in a well-planned, struc-
tured and transparent process
of public consultation with its
existing stakeholders and
licencees prior to entering into
such an assignment despite the
fact that there is no strict legal
obligation on GBPA to do so."
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By SIMON COOPER

If we are to believe archaeolo-
gists, then our ancestors grew up
in a country occupied by sabre
tooth tigers and wooly mam-

moths. There were no medical aids or
first aid kits in those days. The slightest
scratch from an irritated animal could
end in infection and death. Our ancient
relatives learned that avoiding pain from
injury was preferable to a last meal din-
ing off a dead tiger. And we have
retained this world-view through to the
present day. We reject change (an
implied threat to habit) in favour of leav-
ing things the way they are. If we had
our way, nothing would change. No Baha
Mar. No new owners of BTC. Every-
thing perfectly frozen in time. 

But what if nothing had changed in
the past 100 years? We would have no
computers, no Internet, no cars and no
electricity. No cures for cancer either.
The Russians would still be pointing
guided missiles at the Americans (and
vice versa). Moreover, there would be
no cruise ships visiting the Bahamas, just
the occasional sailing ship. 

Change is inevitably beneficial because
it comes at a cost, and change agents are
not in the business of wasting money. I
am sure that some Bahamians disagree
vociferously with all the changes men-
tioned, be this for environmental rea-
sons, religious dogma or simply because
they did not approve of the change per

se. Right now, our papers are full of arti-
cles about Baha Mar, BTC and cutting
back the cost of electricity. In most
instances, the sceptics are concerned that
local people could lose their jobs. 

Our government’s treasure chest has
only so much money in it. 

This restricts the amount it has to
spend on things such as social welfare,
health care and education. If it could
save money elsewhere, it could spend
more on these essential services. Indi-
vidual Bahamians are in a similar posi-
tion, too. If electricity and telecommu-
nications cost us less, we would have
more money to spend on lifestyle choic-
es such as eating out and going overseas
on holidays. 

Cutting jobs in one sector of the econ-
omy releases money to spend in other
parts. When we cut expenses, we are not
cutting jobs. We are releasing money to
create new job opportunities, exciting

new places for our people to work and
learn new skills. 

Here is a simple example. Before cars
arrived, Bahamians used wagons to trans-
port people. No doubt the wagon-smiths
complained their jobs were threatened,
but just look how many jobs replaced
the few that were eventually lost. These
include people in the motor trade, people
selling gasoline and spares, people build-
ing and repairing roads. The list is endless
and the job multiplier has been huge. 

Jobs may get lost through change. This
does not mean that people need to be
unemployed. They move on to new hori-
zons and to new opportunities. It is the
job of government and the people to re-
skill them, not to impede change. If we
do not allow our managers and leaders to
take our islands forward in line with
trends around the world, we will become
a shabby backward community like a
certain Caribbean neighbour. How many
tourists will stopover on our islands then?
How many jobs will remain? And what
then will be our children’s futures be? 

NB: Res Socius was founded by Simon
Cooper in 2009, and is a business bro-
kerage authorised by the Bahamas
Investment Authority. He has extensive
private and public SME experience, and
was formerly chief executive of a publicly
traded investment company. He was
awarded an MBA with distinction by
Liverpool University in 2005. Contact
him on 636-8831 or write to simon.coop-
er@ressocius.com. 

Change can be painful,
but is often beneficial

SIMON
COOPER

utive, who is staying as a consultant/adviser to the new owners in
the interim, laid out the rationale for the privatisation, explaining
that the company had gone as far as it could under 100 per cent
government ownership and needed a strong partner to continue
moving forward.

Acknowledging that BTC “has done well” and had been con-
sistently profitable, Mr Griffin added: “By virtue of its small size,
BTC has often been disadvantaged because it cannot reach the
economies of scale and command best prices from suppliers and
vendors.

“At times, BTC even has difficulty attracting the attention of
potential roaming partners as we seek to expand the connectivity
of our very own customers across the globe.”

Given the scale and purchasing power of CWC and its Caribbean
subsidiary, LIME, the expectation has been that the new majori-
ty owner will be able to reduce BTC’s equipment and technology
costs via greater order volumes, reducing per unit costs and pass-
ing savings on to the Bahamian consumer.

Mr Johnson told Tribune Business yesterday: “When you’re
purchasing for three-four million subscribers, as opposed to 350,000
subscribers, it becomes easier to command much better pricing, as
the per unit order costs come down.”

CWC, he added, had full-time procurement specialists on staff,
something that would also benefit BTC in reducing supply costs.
Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham said CWC’s purchasing power
and economies of scale could lower BTC’s equipment/technology
costs by up to 30 per cent, an amount Mr Johnson yesterday
thought realistic, although no studies had been done to project the
actual cost savings amount.

Again, when it came to obtaining roaming agreements with
foreign carriers, arrangements critical to allowing Bahamian busi-
nessmen and travellers to use their cell phones while abroad, Mr
Johnson explained that size matters.

The relatively small size of BTC’s customer base, he added,
meant its roaming requests were often put to the back of the
queue and treated as a low priority by international carriers in
favour of others with more subscribers, as the returns were better.

“The carriers work with us, but because we have only 350,000
subscribers, and you have some company in India with 20 million
subscribers, who’s going to be put at the front of the queue?” Mr
Johnson asked. “We’re a small company. It’s hard to get the pri-
ority.

“We have over 100 roaming agreements, and have done extreme-
ly well for a company and country of this size, but the potential
market for roaming telecoms agreements is near 400.” Again,
CWC and LIME’s collective size and customer base will help
BTC to extract more roaming agreements - and on better terms.

Mr Griffin also added: “For BTC to compete in a fully liberalised
market, up against the telecom giants of the world, it is critical that
the company partners with a capable and competent global oper-
ator. CWC will help BTC position itself effectively to become
and remain the provider of choice for consumers in the Bahamas,
in a fully open and competitive marketplace.”

CWC, meanwhile, skillfully sidestepped questions about PLP
leader, Perry Christie’s, warning that he would seek to change
the terms of the BTC purchase and take back the majority inter-
est if his party won the upcoming general election. 

Gerard Borely, LIME’s chief financial officer, hinted that the
company hoped the increased value that BTC will deliver for
Bahamian consumers over the next year would render that issue
academic, or null and void.

Both he and Geoff Houston, BTC’s new chief executive, also said
little on the company’s industrial relations, although there was
“a plan” to address three separate issues - the Voluntary Redun-
dancy Programme, negotiation of new industrial agreements with
BTC’s two unions, and the PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) study
on whether the salaries of unionised employees should be reduced.

“Certainly, the plan is from the get-go to make the additional
improvements we feel we need to as we prepare the business for
competition,” Mr Houston said. These changes, though, will only
be implemented after the new management team has met as many
BTC staff as possible, Mr Houston admitting to the “bit of uncer-
tainty” in the company as a result of both the privatisation process
and CWC’s intentions for the business.

As for entrepreneurial opportunities in relation to BTC, Mr
Houston said: “We have a good history as a business for develop-
ing opportunities for small and medium-sized enterprises, a good
history of investment in the distribution of products, so we expect
to add more opportunities in the distribution of products, and
support and grow that side of the business. For the right kind of
entrepreneurs, we feel there’s a lot more opportunity.”

Mr Borely also pledged that BTC will still largely be run by
Bahamians, although the chief executive and chief financial officer
jobs have gone to CWC/LIME executives. Members of a CWC
transition team will remain in the Bahamas, though, for 12-18
months.

Both CWC executives emphasised that the privatisation was a
“marriage” of BTC’s customer base, infrastructure and engineer-
ing skills with CWC’s scale, access to technology and trends, and
liberalisation experience.

BTC 75% complete
on NGN network

FROM page 1B

Facilitate ‘critical mass’ for Freeport
FROM page 1B

FRED SMITH

 



ments are; two, having the
skill sets to write the grant
proposals; and three, having
an understanding of the pro-
posals and the awards, so we
can deliver and meet the
requirements and expecta-
tions.”

The latter, Mr Rolle said,
was “a major issue” for the
entire Caribbean under the
previous EDF round. 

Funding
Under the grant funding

scheme, it is the Caribbean
country that pays for the pro-
ject initially, ultimately being
reimbursed by the EDF. Yet
to get the reimbursement,
there were certain require-
ments that had to be met, and
many had not.

Asked about the potential
grant funding benefits from
the 10th EDF for Bahamian
businesses and industries, Mr
Rolle replied: “It’s sizeable
enough that we need to be
paying attention to it, because
a lot of it can help us further
our cause..”

Once the Services Coalition
was formed, the Chamber

executive added that “the
next step is to understand
where the true opportunities
are in terms of getting funding
to expand or sustain existing
businesses”.

Mr Rolle acknowledged
that the Bahamas had “not
done a very good job” in
preparing to exploit the
EPA’s potential opportuni-
ties, or the EDF grant fund-
ing. This was due, he suggest-
ed, to a lack of focus on the
issue, combined with think-
ing that the Bahamas could
not access the latter due to its
relatively high per capita gross
domestic product (GDP).

This, Mr Rolle added, was
“far from the truth”, as the
Bahamas was a significant
contributor to many
Caribbean organisations.

“We have a long way to go
to take advantage of these
programmes, and broaden the
opportunity locally to inte-
grate with Europe,” Mr Rolle
said. “We also have not done
a very good job of informing
people of the EPA, public
sector and private sector. We
haven’t done a good job of
speaking to what the advan-
tages are as Bahamians...”
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Services Coalition sought

COMMONWEALTH Bank has cel-
ebrated the official groundbreakinsg of
the new location of its Cable Beach
Branch in the Baha Mar Commercial
Village, about one mile west of the
bank’s current location on the Cable
Beach strip on West Bay Street. 

The new building is being constructed
by Baha Mar as part of the agreement
with the bank to make the current site of
the Cable Beach branch part of the mega
development on Cable Beach.

Once completed, the new facility will
be about 11,000 square feet and feature
Commonwealth Bank’s typical ameni-
ties and services, including a spacious
customer friendly lobby, drive through
teller services and ample parking. Addi-
tionally, the branch will be readily acces-
sible by way of a new roundabout in the
centre of the ultra-modern Commercial
Village.

The Bank’s president, Ian Jennings
said: “Since 1996 the bank’s Cable Beach
branch has been a landmark along the
Cable Beach strip. We look forward to
this transformation that will tremen-
dously enhance our tourism sector and
provide a wealth of economic opportu-
nities for Bahamians. 

“We are working closely with Baha
Mar to ensure that during the branch
relocation exercise there will be mini-
mal interruption to its daily operations.

We anticipate that the move from the
existing branch location to the newly
constructed building in the Commercial
Village will be a seamless one, and will
coincide with the rerouting of West Bay
Street.” 

The new structure, which will be a
replica of the existing branch, is designed
by the architect firm Kenneth Lam and
Associates, and will be built by Osprey
Developers Company.  When the doors

to the new facility open in October 2011,
it will be supported by a staff comple-
ment of 37, including Franklyn Thomas,
branch manager.  

The first stage of  construction of the
new Commercial Village will involve
work to re-route  the West Bay Street
and JFK connection, as well as the relo-
cation of corporate structures and gov-
ernment buildings presently situated
opposite the current resort hotel.  

Bank breaks ground
on Cable Beach branch

GROUNDBREAKING: Pictured L to R: Larry Gibson, Commonwealth Bank director; Ian Jen-
nings, Commonwealth Bank president; Robert Sands, senior vice-president of external and
government affairs, Baha Mar; and Earla Bethel, Commonwealth Bank director.

         



information for almost a
decade, the Hoggs ultimately
ended up selling their shares
back to the company in mid-
2009, but lacked any figures to
help them determine whether
they got a fair price for their
investment.

Mr Hogg also alleged that
Galleria had been filing incom-
plete financial returns with the
Companies Registry since the
mid-1990s, as they did not show
the common share (equity)
holdings of his wife and a fam-
ily investment company, PAK
Ltd, nor the holdings of other
investors who had bought into
the same PPMs.

Christopher Mortimer, Gal-
leria’s managing director,
though, denied the Hoggs’
claims in a phone call to Tri-
bune Business yesterday,
adding that everything the com-
pany had done – both in terms
of financial information and its

annual returns – had been in
full compliance with the law.

Emphasising that he did not
want to get into a “blow by
blow” rebuttal of the Hoggs’
letter, Mr Mortimer said: “For
the record, I can tell you that
the company has fully complied
with every requirement as it
relates to the law. We are a pri-
vate company and comply with
all aspects of the law.”

Pointing out that he did not
want to discuss the affairs of a
private company, Mr Mortimer
said the Hoggs were “fine to
do as they wish. The only thing
I know is that an offer was
made and it was accepted. As
far as I recall, that was the end
of the matter.”

He again reiterated: “I am
satisfied that we continue to
operate in the context of the
law.” 

But now, on the eve of the
revised Securities Industry Bill
and its accompanying regula-
tions being debated in Parlia-
ment, Mr Hogg is demanding

that the Government make fur-
ther amendments to require
that private Bahamian compa-
nies provide audited financial
statements to all shareholders
who have bought in via a PPM.

In an interview with Tribune
Business, Mr Hogg said of his
experience with Galleria: “It’s
been an eye-opener really. How
can someone refuse to give you
information on how the com-
pany’s been doing, and your
shares in it?

“We probably had 2 per cent.
It’s not like it was a material
amount. I’m very disappointed
in how we’ve been treated, and
the maddening thing is we don’t
know why. We’ve been forced
to sell our shares with no mean-
ingful information to arrive at a
proper price, or at least a rea-

sonable price, in negotiations.”
Noting that Galleria’s PPMs

contained financial projections
from the accounting firm,
KPMG, Mr Hogg said he and
his wife had expected to get
audited financial information
on the company’s performance
as a result. 

Asked what reforms to the
Securities Industry Act he
wanted to see the Government
make, Mr Hogg told Tribune
Business: “I would hope that
they would change the laws to
allow minority shareholders to
have the power to ensure they
get financial information on the
company. That’s a basic right
for the shareholder. If you’re
an investor in the company, you
expect to get something about
it.”

In his letter to Mr Delaney, a
copy of which has been
obtained by Tribune Business,
Mr Hogg wrote that his wife
acquired 1,000 common shares
in Galleria after receiving a
1996 PPM from Owen Bethel’s
Montaque Securities, the com-
pany’s registrar and transfer
agent. A further PPM was
launched in summer 1997,
which saw Mr Hogg’s wife pur-
chase 4,000 more common
shares, his son 2,000, and fami-
ly investment company, PAK
Ltd, acquire 10,000.

The Hoggs started writing to
Mr Mortimer about obtaining
financial statements in late
2000, more than a year after
Galleria’s Mall at Marathon
location opened, and also
inquired why no annual gener-
al meeting (AGM) had been
held. Correspondence in a sim-
ilar vein took place over the
next nine years, and they
alleged that the only financial
information they obtained from
Mr Mortimer was a summary
of the income statements and
balance sheets for the years
2001-2004, never a full audit.

Pointing out that they had to
find out about Galleria’s 2004
purchase of RND’s cinema
business through the newspa-
pers, Mr Hogg wrote that Mr
Mortimer first made an offer
to buy them out on May 16,
2006, proffering a 9 per cent
“return over the years.” The
Hoggs rejected this as “not
acceptable,” given that there
were indications that Galleria
had been paying a 10-14 per
cent rate on its preference
shares. Eventually, a Novem-
ber 17, 2008, meeting was held
between the Hoggs and Galle-
ria’s financial adviser, Trevor
Nottage, who said the company
was buying out the smaller
shareholders and offered them
a 10 per cent return for the first
five years, 7.5 per cent for the
next four, and 6.5 per cent for
the remaining period.

“We informed him that,
although we wanted to get out
of our investment as we could
no longer believe anything that
we were told by Galleria, unless
we were provided with proper
financial information, we could
not evaluate any offer properly,
but he made it clear that no
such information would be
forthcoming,” Mr Hogg wrote.

An offer was received from
Mr Nottage but the Hoggs
rejected it, demanding a meet-
ing with all Galleria directors
to “discuss the reasons for the
shabby treatment which we had
received as minority share-
holders.”

Ultimately, a June 8, 2009,
meeting between Mr Mortimer,
Mr Nottage and the Hoggs was
arranged, at which a price for
their shares was finally agreed.
“Messrs Nottage and Mortimer
made it very clear that they
were only there to try and come
to an agreement for the re-pur-
chase of our shares and not to
discuss any other matters,” Mr
Hogg wrote.

“They also reiterated that
they would not be providing us
with any further information.”
Mr Hogg said Mr Mortimer
during their meeting referred
to a court case in which the
Bahamasair Provident Fund

had incurred $100,000 in costs,
through an unsuccessful action
to try and force Galleria to pro-
vide it with audited financial
statements for the period 1999-
2004. The Supreme Court
ruled, though, that as Galleria
was a private company with less
than 50 investors, the Bahama-
sair Provident Fund had no
right to the financial statements.
However, Mr Hogg argued that
as a common shareholder, his
wife and family had different
rights, as the Fund was a pref-
erence shareholder (a form of
debt).

Mr Hogg told Mr Delaney:
“It cannot be right that a com-
pany can refuse to provide
minority shareholders with any
information on the company
should the majority sharehold-
ers desire not to do so.

“This is particularly of con-
cern where the shares are
issued subsequent to a ‘private
offering’ during which certain
financial projections are given.
In our case, the amount
involved, not to mention the
exorbitant cost and well-known
experience of delay and frus-
tration when attempting to
obtain redress through the
court system in the Bahamas
did not justify the retention of
an attorney. The only remedy
in such a case, therefore,
appears to be for the minority
shareholder to sell their shares.
Without the necessary financial
information, they are unable to
arrive at a proper valuation for
the shares, and there is no way
that any third party would be
interested in buying their shares
either. They are left at the mer-
cy of the company with regard
to the price offered. My wife
will never know whether the
price received for her shares
was reasonable or not.”

Mr Hogg urged Mr Delaney
to further amend the Securities
Industry Bill to provide more
protection for minority
investors in private companies,
requiring that audited financial
statements be sent to all share-
holders prior to an AGM
“unless waived by all share-
holders.”
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SANTANDER BANK & TRUST LTD.
has an immediate vacancy for a 

Relationship Assistant – Brazil Team 

Applicants must hold the following: 

- Bachelor’s Degree in  Administration, Finance, Economics or related degree
- A minimum of  3 years experience in private banking 

Applicants should also be capable of the following: 

1 Totally fluent in English and Portuguese
2 Specialization in the field of customer relations. 
3 Servicing existing client relationships by executing client instructions, and keeping clients 

updated as to the changing conditions of financial markets.
4 Solid knowledge of investment products.
5. Ensure that all private banking activities are in compliance with internal policies 

and procedures and external regulatory requirements. 
6. Excellent computer skills. 

Applications in writing with details of education and experience should be addressed to the Human 
Resources Manager,  P.O. Box  N-1682, Nassau, Bahamas not later than April 15, 2011. 
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Investor safeguard demand on
‘shabby’ Galleria treatment
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CHIP CUTTER,
AP Business Writers
FRANCESCA LEVY,
AP Business Writers
NEW YORK 

Stocks are ending the day
with small losses after a 7.4-
magnitude earthquake struck
Japan.

The Dow Jones industrial
average fell as many as 96
points in morning trading, but
recovered most of its losses
after a tsunami warning was lift-
ed.

The Dow fell 17.26 points, or
0.1 percent, to 12,409.49 The
Standard & Poor's 500 fell 2.03,
or 0.2 percent, to 1,333.51. The
Nasdaq composite fell 3.68, or
0.1 percent, to 2,796.14.

The quake rattled investors,
partly since it struck near the
same area as the massive earth-
quake that triggered devastat-
ing tsunami on March 11. Stock
indexes pared their losses after
the impact of the latest quake
appeared to be less than ini-
tially feared.

In the U.S., economic news
was mostly positive. The Com-
merce Department said 382,000
people applied for unemploy-
ment for the first time last

week. That was the third drop
in four weeks. The decline in
applications suggests layoffs are
slowing.

Better
Major retailers also report-

ed better-than-expected sales
for March at stores that have
been open at least a year. Ana-
lysts had predicted declines
because of cold weather and
higher gas prices.

Costco Wholesale Corp. rose

4 percent after reporting a 13
percent gain in sales. Limited
Brands Inc. rose 1 percent after
it said its revenue increased 14
percent because of strong sales
at its Victoria's Secret stores.
Nordstrom Inc. and Macy's Inc.
also rose about 1 percent.

Bed Bath & Beyond Inc.
rose 10 percent, the most of any
stock in the Standard & Poor's
500 index. The home furnish-
ings retailer posted strong
results late Wednesday and said
it expected earnings to rise 10
percent to 15 percent this year.

Constellation Brands Inc.
rose 7 percent. The maker of
Robert Mondavi wine and
Svedka vodka recovered from a
loss in the same quarter a year
ago and reported a double-dig-
it increase in wine sales in
North America.

KLA-Tencor fell 5 percent,
the most out of any company
in the S&P 500. The chip man-
ufacturer gets 14 percent of its
revenues from Japan.

Netflix, Inc. also fell, drop-
ping 3 percent a day after the
home-entertainment company
announced its decision to pay
nearly $1 million per episode
to stream the TV series "Mad
Men." 

Dish Network Corp.
emerged as a new competitor
after announcing it would buy
Blockbuster Inc. out of bank-
ruptcy.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury note inched was flat at
3.55 percent.

The European Central Bank
raised its main interest rate by a
quarter point to 1.25 percent,
a day after Portugal asked for a
bailout. The Bank of England
kept its main interest rate
unchanged at 0.5 percent.

Three stocks fell for every
two that rose on the New York
Stock Exchange. Consolidated
trading volume was 4 billion.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.19 1.19 0.00 0.123 0.040 9.7 3.36%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
5.72 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 5.00 5.46 0.46 1,100 0.153 0.100 35.7 1.83%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.168 0.090 16.1 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.40 8.75 Cable Bahamas 8.75 8.75 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.54%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 1.031 0.040 2.5 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.93 6.93 0.00 37,250 0.488 0.260 14.2 3.75%
2.86 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.14 2.10 -0.04 0.111 0.045 18.9 2.14%
2.54 1.40 Doctor's Hospital 1.40 1.40 0.00 0.107 0.110 13.1 7.86%
6.30 5.22 Famguard 5.22 5.22 0.00 0.357 0.240 14.6 4.60%
9.10 5.65 Finco 6.78 6.78 0.00 0.682 0.000 9.9 0.00%
11.40 8.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.76 8.76 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.7 4.00%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 5.15 5.50 0.35 1,000 0.452 0.160 12.2 2.91%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00 2

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

THURSDAY, 7 APRIL 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,432.64 | CHG 9.90 | %CHG 0.70 | YTD -66.87 | YTD % -4.46

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5410 1.4525 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5410 0.97% 6.09% 1.517907
2.9527 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9486 0.04% 1.45% 2.918256
1.5851 1.5141 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5918 1.13% 4.61% 1.517907
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7049 -0.56% -15.54%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
115.7622 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 115.7622 9.58% 9.58% 114.368369
111.4697 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 111.4697 11.32% 11.32% 106.552835
1.1465 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1465 5.20% 5.20%
1.1185 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1185 4.73% 4.73%
1.1491 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1491 5.35% 5.35%
9.9952 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9952 1.51% 6.08%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.2173 1.50% 6.41%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.4288 4.03% 4.29%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.5559 1.88% 8.41%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

109.392860
100.183340

31-Dec-10

31-Dec-10

NAV 6MTH
1.490421
2.910084
1.555464

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

28-Feb-11

31-Dec-10

28-Feb-11
25-Mar-11
31-Jan-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Mar-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10

ultimate goal of raising EBITDA (operating income) margins by
“10, 12, 15 points”. When asked if CWC was looking to improve
BTC’s operating margins from their current 28 per cent to around
38-40 per cent, Mr Rice described this as a “statement of intent”.

Mr Houston yesterday indicated this remained very much CWC’s
goal in response to a Tribune Business question, outlining a road
map to better margins that involved an improved service offering,
right-sizing BTC’s staffing and cost structures to cope with
increased competition, and leveraging the economies of scale
available through CWC’s regional subsidiary, LIME.

“A large part of that will be how we improve our service offer-
ing, which at the same time should create new revenue opportu-
nities for the business,” Mr Houston explained. Mixed in with
this was the need to retain BTC’s existing customer base, through
offering new and improved services and better pricing.

Another “big input” into improved margins, Mr Houston
explained, was BTC’s ability to leverage the economies of scale and
greater purchasing power available to it through LIME. This, he
added, would be used to reduce the sums BTC paid to equip-
ment and technology vendors, exploiting LIME’s multi-million
strong, region-wide customer base.

The BTC chief executive said that one key to the company’s
future success was “how we build scale through leveraging the
regional model of LIME”, while right-sizing its cost base to get it
into shape for when the cellular market - in which it currently
has a monopoly - starts to liberalise in three years’ time, ushering
in increased competition.

“Through a combination of these efforts, we will bring BTC’s
margins to best in class levels,” Mr Houston said, adding that
they would be comparable to other global telecoms operators.

Meet
CWC’s executives gave little in terms of specifics yesterday,

pointing out that they wanted to meet as many BTC staff as pos-
sible within the next four-eight weeks, and discussed the pro-
posed business plan for the company with them before ‘setting it
in stone’.

Still, Mr Houston gave an insight into the new majority owner’s
thinking, explaining that BTC would aim to make inroads into the
global data flows business, particularly given the Bahamas’ location
and connectivity to the US, as well as exploiting the increasing pop-
ularity of smart phones.

“We definitely recognise the uniqueness of the Bahamas, the
geographical location of the Bahamas,” Mr Houston said. “The
benchmark for the market is North America. We feel there is a
huge opportunity to put BTC and the Bahamas at the forefront of
success of the new global data” business.

When it came to smart phones, there was an “opportunity to dri-
ve that into BTC’s business,  and permeate them through the
marketplace. You can look forward to seeing that in the coming
months”.

CWC is also aiming to “build off BTC’s assets”, leveraging the
infrastructure it has already deployed to “significantly improve”
broadband Internet, and deliver a “world class offering”.

“A big part of the challenge is how we get to that very quickly,”
Mr Houston explained. “As we start to get much more engaged
with our people, and bring them along what will be a very chal-
lenging but very rewarding journey, we have got both eyes firmly
fixed on the further opening of the market in three years to com-
petition, so the underlying thinking for us is preparing the business
for competition.”

Communications was a very competitive, dynamic business, Mr
Houston added, acknowledging that “a big part of the challenge will
be to enhance the competitiveness of the business from a cost
perspective”. This would involve reducing BTC’s costs to enable it
to reduce product prices, and enhance customer service.

Ultimately, Mr Houston said, he and BTC aimed “in three
years’ time to deliver to the Bahamas a customer-focused, com-
pelling business, and one in which BTC colleagues are proud to
work in and maintains a strong Bahamian feel”.

CWC pledges ‘best
in class’ operating
margins for BTC

FROM page 1B

STOCKS DIP AFTER ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE HITS JAPAN
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ALAN CLENDENNING,
Associated Press
CIARAN GILES,
Associated Press
MADRID

Spain dodged fallout Thurs-
day from Portugal's request for
a bailout, with Spanish Finance
Minister Elena Salgado insist-
ing that her nation is not next in
line for international help.

Markets appeared to agree,
but a protest by young
Spaniards against the nation's
anti-austerity measures that
have shielded it from turning
into the next bailout candidate
turned violent after police
clashed with demonstrators. At
least one protester was hurt.

Earlier, investors buying
Spanish debt accepted lower
interest rates in an auction of
three-year bonds seen as a first
test of Spain's financial health
after Portugal announced
Wednesday it would seek a
long-predicted rescue package
it was desperately trying to
avoid.

The Spanish Treasury said it
sold euro4.13 billion ($5.9 bil-
lion) Thursday morning at an
average interest rate of 3.57
percent, down slightly from 3.59
percent in the last such auction
March 3.

Salgado told the Cadena Ser
radio station that outside help
for the eurozone's fourth
largest economy "is absolutely
ruled out" because the Span-
ish economy "is more diversi-
fied, more powerful with sound
basics, and is much more com-
petitive" than Portugal's.

Portugal's bailout request
also appeared to have little
impact on Spain's borrowing
rates in the secondary market.
In afternoon trading, the yield
on Spain's 10-year bonds was
at 5.27 percent, up marginally
from 5.21 percent on Wednes-
day. The spread, or difference,
with Germany's equivalent rate
was stable at 182 basis points,
indicating investors are not any
more worried about the coun-
try's finances.

Spain's main stock index,
meanwhile, was up 0.1 percent
in afternoon trading.

Despite the positive news for
the eurozone's fourth largest
economy, analysts said Spain's
outlook is still shaky and will
depend largely on whether the

country's troubled savings
banks — called "cajas" — can
raise money to meet new core
capital ratios set by the gov-
ernment.

The Bank of Spain said in
February that the cajas are
holding about euro100 billion
($143 billion) in "potentially
problematic" property assets,
the result of loans gone bad
leftover from Spain's extended
construction boom that turned
bust two years ago.

"The coming weeks and
months will be key in deter-
mining whether the market
views Spain to be in the clear,"
said Jane Foley, an analyst at
Rabobank International.

But few economists think
Spain is in line to become the
fourth member of the euro-
zone's bailout club anytime
soon, thanks to a raft of unpop-
ular austerity measures pushed
through by the Socialist gov-
ernment, including tax increas-
es, public sector wage cuts and
the raising of the retirement
age from 65 to 67.

Problems
"Spain will not have the

same problems as Portugal has
been facing because it has been
addressing those problems for
quite some time," said Angel
Gurria, secretary general of the
Paris-based Organization for
Economic Cooperation and
Development.

Dan Seiver, a finance pro-
fessor at San Diego State Uni-
versity, said there is now a
much lower risk that specula-
tors will target other nations in
the eurozone, because the
weakest countries have
received — or are about to
receive — bailouts.

Nevertheless, Spain faces
extremely difficult times in the
years ahead. Unemployment
stands at eurozone-high 20 per-
cent with grim growth
prospects.

Thousands of young
Spaniards demonstrated Thurs-
day night against the austerity
measures in Madrid, waving
signs that said "Youth With No
Future, Youth With No Jobs,
Youth With Nothing for Retire-
ment."

The protest started peaceful-
ly, but turned violent later after

500 demonstrators grabbed
metal fences used to divert traf-
fic and threw them across one
of Madrid's most stately
avenues to block traffic. They
also hurled debris at police
vehicles.

Police wielding batons inter-
vened, beating demonstrators
in a melee that sent the pro-
testers scattering for cover.

A photographer for The
Associated Press captured an
image of one protester, his head
bloodied, being detained. Offi-
cers at the scene did decline
comment on whether there
were arrests and the nature of
any injuries.

Before the fracas, protesters
said they were marching
because Spain's austerity mea-
sures have left them with a grim
future.

"The measures they are
putting in place to get out of
the crisis are only going to
increase inequality," said uni-
versity student Enrique Val-
divieso, 25. "This situation
affects young adults the most,
and we're stuck in the most pre-
carious situation possible:
We're studying but we have no
future."

Protester Carlos Rodriguez
said he's a trained graphic artist,
but can't find a full-time job so
he still lives with his parents
while scrapping for freelance
work.

"With what I make I can't
even rent a room," he said.
"We're qualified but we can't
work. Something has to
change."

During the construction
boom, with housing prices ris-
ing steadily and homes seem-
ing like golden investments for
many Spaniards, droves pur-
chased apartments and houses
with banks often financing 100
percent or more of home pur-
chases.

Miguel Castillo, a 40-year-
old furniture store owner, said
his sales are about half of what
they were several years ago
now that most Spaniards have
reduced purchasing power or
are simply scared to spend.

"We went into more debt
than we should have. We lived
like rich people when we
should not have. They gave
money away, and now we have
to pay it back," said Castillo.

Spain dodges fallout from
Portugal bailout request 

(AP Photo/Paul White, File)
DODGING FALLOUT: In this Jan. 24, 2011 file photo Spain’s Finance Minister Elena Salgado pauses dur-
ing a news conference in Madrid. 

A look at economic developments and activity
in major stock markets around the world Thurs-
day:

___

FRANKFURT, Germany — The European
Central Bank raised its key interest rate for the
first time in nearly three years as it signaled its
determination to fight inflation, even as some
euro member countries still struggle with debt
crises and high unemployment.

___

LONDON — News of another earthquake
and tsunami in Japan hurt global stock markets,
wiping out gains made earlier when investors
had brushed off the European Central Bank's
first interest rate increase in nearly three years
and Portugal's request for a bailout.

The FTSE 100 index was down 0.6 percent
while Germany's DAX ended 0.5 percent lower.
The CAC-40 in France fell 0.5 percent.

___

TOKYO — In Asia, where markets were
closed when the latest earthquake struck Japan,
Tokyo's Nikkei 225 index rose less than 0.1 per-
cent. Hong Kong's Hang Seng index was mar-
ginally lower, while South Korea's Kospi fell 0.2
percent.

___

TOKYO — The Bank of Japan downgraded
its outlook for Japan's economy due to the fallout
from the March 11 earthquake and tsunami, and
kept its key interest rate unchanged at near zero.

___

BERLIN — A group of leading think tanks
raised its 2011 growth forecast for Germany to 2.8
percent and predicted that Europe's biggest econ-
omy, which has been lifted by strong demand
for its exports, will expand by 2 percent next
year.

___

LONDON — The Bank of England held its
base lending rate at an all-time low of 0.5 percent,
as analysts expected, despite mounting concerns
about high inflation.

___

GENEVA — Global exports jumped 14.5 per-
cent last year — the biggest rise recorded since
1950 — as economies rebounded from the world-
wide financial crisis, the World Trade Organiza-
tion said.

___

ATHENS, Greece — Greek journalists walked
off the job for four days to protest job cuts and
austerity measures as Greece grapples with a
crippling financial crisis.

GLOBALECONOMICNEWS associated press
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NASSAU INSURANCE BROKERS AND AGENTS LIMITED
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue P.O. Box N-7764 Nassau  
Suite 6, Jasmine Corporate Center, East Sunrise Highway P.O. Box F-42655, Freeport 
Tel. Nassau 677-6422 Freeport 352-6422  www.nibaquote.com

Even Easter bunnies know a good
deal when they see one.
You could be $$$ better off insuring your home and your car with NIBA!

Whether it's buildings insurance for home owners or great value motor

cover, insurance costs less with NIBA. Low premiums, low deductibles and a fast

claims service. Ask for a quote! The savings could add up to a very happy Easter!

Tel. Nassau 677-6422/Freeport 352-6422 
or visit www.nibaquote.com

Insurance costsless with NIBA!

Open
Saturdays

10.00am-
2.00pm

NEW YORK 

Oil prices rose above $110 a
barrel reaching a new 30-month
high Thursday after another
earthquake hit Japan and the
European Central Bank, fearful
of inflation, raised a key inter-
est rate.

Benchmark West Texas Inter-
mediate crude oil for May deliv-
ery rose $1.47 to settle at $110.30
per barrel on the New York
Mercantile Exchange.

In London, Brent crude
gained 33 cents to settle at
$122.26 per barrel on the ICE
Futures exchange.

WTI crude has traded near
$108 this week as traders mull
the impact of the ongoing turmoil in Libya, a weakening U.S.
dollar and China's fourth interest rate hike since October. Investors
are also concerned that a 29 percent jump in oil prices since mid-
February will force consumers to spend more on fuel costs and will
eventually undermine crude demand.

Supported
Oil prices were also supported Thursday by signs that the Euro-

pean Central Bank is not about to commit to a long-term pursuit
to raise interest rates.

"We did not decide that it was the first of a series of rate
increase," bank President Jean-Claude Trichet said.

A weaker dollar makes commodities like oil priced in dollars
cheaper and more attractive for investors holding other currencies,
often leading to higher oil prices.

The dollar fell to 84.92 Japanese yen late Thursday from 85.47
yen late Wednesday.

The euro fell to $1.4302 from $1.4336 late Wednesday. Trading
earlier in the day was volatile, with the euro rising over $1.43
before and after the central bank announcement. It fell below
the $1.43 mark after Trichet's comments.

"The impact of a stronger euro will likely fuel commodity prices
even higher over the balance of the week, although in energy's case,
prices are starting to get dangerously high, and have gotten to a
point where yet another inflationary spiral could be unleashed, par-
ticularly in emerging markets," said Edward Meir of MF Global in
New York. "As prices move up, the prospect of creeping demand
destruction in energy now seems to be more likely," Meir con-
cluded. In other Nymex contracts for May delivery, heating oil lost
1.48 cents to settle at $3.2060 per gallon and gasoline futures lost
0.64 cents to settle at $3.1865 per gallon. Natural gas plunged
after the government said supplies dropped less than expected. It
gave up 8.9 cents to settle at $4.057 per 1,000 cubic feet.

MARTIN CRUTSINGER,
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON

U.S. consumers borrowed more money
in February to buy new cars and attend
school, but they cut back on using their
credit cards to make purchases.

Borrowing increased by $7.6 billion, or
3.8 percent, in February, the Federal
Reserve said Thursday. It was the fifth con-
secutive monthly gain.

All of the strength in February came in
the category that includes car loans and
student loans. That increased 7.7 percent.
Borrowing in the category that covers cred-

it cards fell 4.1 percent. That has risen only
once in the more than two years since the
2008 financial crisis peaked, a cautionary
sign for an economy in which consumer
spending drives 70 percent of growth.

Still, Mark Zandi, chief economist at
Moody's Analytics, said it may actually be
a good thing that fewer Americans are
charging goods on their plastic.

"I think households have done a good
job of getting their financial books in order
and that will lay the foundation for more
prudent borrowing going forward," Zandi
said.

The gains pushed total borrowing up to a
seasonally adjusted annual rate of $2.42

trillion in February. That's 1 percent from
the three-year low hit in September.

Households began borrowing less and
saving more as they struggled to cope with
the severe 2007-2009 recession. But econ-
omists expect that the period of belt-tight-
ening is ending. They see consumer spend-
ing being supported this year by increased
borrowing, rising employment and the
Social Security tax cut that is giving house-
holds more after-tax income to spend.

The Fed's monthly consumer credit
report covers auto loans, student loans and
credit card financing but excludes loans
secured by real estate such as mortgages
and home equity loans.

Consumers borrow more for student loans, new cars 

ANNE D'INNOCENZIO,
AP Retail Writer
NEW YORK 

The economic recovery
keeps defying expectations and
getting stronger. Robust con-
sumer spending in March is the
latest sign that the rebound is
entering a self-reinforcing cycle
of improvement.

Shoppers shrugged off wor-
ries about higher gas prices and
treated themselves at the mall
last month. Retailers from
Costco to Victoria's Secret
reported surprisingly good sales
Thursday, and analysts said
people would have spent even
more but for the late Easter.

The results were the latest
economic report to come in
better than expected. The pri-
vate sector added more than
200,000 jobs in each of Febru-
ary and March, and the unem-
ployment rate has fallen more
than a full percentage point, to
8.8 percent, in just four months.

Consumer spending, which
makes up 70 percent of the
economy, is critical to the
recovery. The more shoppers
spend, the more companies feel
good about ramping up pro-
duction, which means eventu-
ally adding workers, who spend
more money.

There are signs now that the
cycle is taking off. Ajay Ban-
ga, the CEO and president of
MasterCard Inc., told The
Associated Press that there's
"something changing" in Amer-
ican spending habits.

"The 90 percent of the peo-
ple who are employed, com-
pared with the 10 (percent)
who are not, no longer believe
that their jobs are at risk," Ban-
ga said. "And their willingness
to spend has changed compared
with six or nine months ago ...
when there was a fear."

Overall, revenue at major
retailers rose 2 percent over last
March, according to the Inter-
national Council of Shopping
Centers. Many analysts had
expected it to be flat or to
decline slightly. The figures are
based on stores open at least a
year.

The increase is better than it
looks because Easter falls on
April 24 this year, three weeks
later than last year. Had it fall-

en in March, retailers' results
might have been three to five
percentage points better
because of holiday spending,
analysts say.

There's still plenty for retail-
ers to worry about. Gas now

averages more than $3.50 a gal-
lon in almost every state, and
food keeps getting more expen-
sive. 

But "jobs rule, and that is
what is determining the under-
lying strength," said Michael P.

Niemira, chief economist at the
International Council of Shop-
ping Centers.

Other factors worked against
stores. The earthquake, tsunami
and nuclear crises in Japan took
a toll on Gap Inc., which has
more than 150 stores there. It
reported a decline that was
worse than expected and
warned of disappointing earn-
ings. Clothing sellers are start-
ing to raise prices to offset soar-
ing costs for labor in China and
for raw materials like cotton.

Americans have more money
to spend because of a two-per-
centage-point cut in the Social
Security payroll tax, which will
provide most households an
additional $1,000 to $2,000 this
year. The IRS had also paid out
$206 billion in tax refunds
through March 25, 1.1 percent
more than at the same point
last year.

Even so, consumers surveyed
in March for the Conference
Board's consumer confidence
index voiced concerns about
inflation and stagnant incomes.

Niemira said price increases,
especially for food, may have
helped revenue at discount
stores. Most increases in cloth-
ing prices haven't been passed
on to consumers yet.

Costco's revenue at stores
opened at least a year were up
8 percent after adjusting for fac-
tors like rising gas prices and
fluctuating foreign currencies
that can make sales compar-
isons misleading.

To keep sales humming,
stores are depending on shop-
pers like Miguel Guzman, 58,
who works in the security busi-
ness and picked up some extra
clothes this week because of
recent overtime shifts at work.

"I feel in the last year I'm
getting a little more spending
money," said Guzman, who was
shopping at Manhattan Mall in
New York on Thursday. He
plans to spend close to $1,000
for Easter, spoiling his 14 nieces
and 21 nephews — about twice
as much as he spent last year
when his work hours were cut.

He's noticed the rising food
prices but isn't concerned.

"When it comes to food,
believe it or not, the 99-cent
store has everything in there,"
he said.

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
RESTOCKING: Retail sales associates restock electronic supplies at
Best Buy store in Glendale, Calif., on Wednesday, April 6, 2011.

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
COMPUTER CHAT: Customer Michael O’Neil, left, is assisted by Best
Buy sales associate, Ara Gregorian, as he shops for a laptop computer
at Best Buy store in Glendale, Calif., Wednesday, April 6, 2011.

OIL JUMPS ABOVE $110
ON LIBYA, JAPAN QUAKE 

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS

Stores turn in surprisingly
strong sales for March 
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By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

ALTHOUGH the Bahamas has the
distinction of winning the title more
than any other country, the Bahamas
Basketball Federation will be hosting
the biannual event for just the third
time.

The last time the tournament was
staged here was 1995 when the
Bahamas captured its fourth title in
the men’s division. Prior to that, the
hosted the tournament for the first time
in 1984, winning the second of its three
straight crowns.

The dual event for men and women
will be held July 25- August 5 at the
Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium and is anr-
ticipated to include some 13 national
federations.

Everything is going great,” said fed-
eration president Lawrence Hepburn.
“We have the CBC executives coming
in pretty soon to meet with us and our
marketing company.

CBC is going to be partnering with
us to raise the necessary funds to host
the championships. We have already
secured the SuperClubs Breezes as the
official hotel for their accommoda-
tions.”

Countries who have confirmed their

interests in participating are Barbados,
Guyana, St. Vincent & the Grenadines,
Virgin Islands, Antigua & Barbuda,
Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cay-
man Islands, Jamaica and the Turks &
Caicos Islands on the men’s side.

The countries expected to join the
Bahamas on the women’s side are Bar-
bados, Guyana, St. Vincent & the
Grenadines, Virgin Islands, Cuba and
Trinidad & Tobago.

Once the executives from CBC come

to town, Hepburn said they will inform
them as to which countries will be par-
ticipating in the tournament against
the Bahamas national teams.

“We have already confirmed the par-
ticipation of many of our top profes-
sional players and those that are in col-
lege,” Hepburn said. “We also intend
to look at some of our top prospects
here playing at home.

“Hopefully, when we put them all
together, we should have two very
competitive teams to represent the
country in the tournament. So we are
looking forward to a wonderful tour-
nament as we put together two quality
teams.”

The good thing, according to Hep-
burn, is that the Bahamian public will

Bahamas Basketball Federation
hosts third CBC ChampionshipsSOFTBALL

NPOTSA OPENING
• THE official opening cer-

emonies of the New Provi-
dence Oldtimers Softball
Association will take place on
Saturday at the Archdeacon
William Thompson Softball
Park at the Southern Recre-
ation Ground.

The opening game at Noon
Sands Beer vs the Truckers,
followed the official opening
ceremonies. The Sigma Cru-
saders will play Dozer Heavy
Equipment will play at 2:30
p.m.

Minister of Youth, Sports
and Culture, Charles May-
nard will declare the season
and throw out the ceremonial
first pitch during the opening
ceremonies.

TRACK
COB TRAVELLING

• COACH Bradley Cooper
will lead a four member track
& field team that will com-
pete in a meet at the Bethune-
Cookman Beach Invitational
in Daytona, Florida on Sat-
urday.

The athletes traveling are
strong woman Julianna Dun-
canson in the discus and shot
putt; Polyann Bethel in the
200m; Makiya Cargill in 100m
and 200 metres and Kendera
Bethel in the  discus and shot
put.

Also, two of our talented
freshmen Lorenzo Rolle
(javelin) and Tamara Myers
(triple jump and 100m) will
remain in Nassau this week-
end to compete in the
BAAA’s National Carifta tri-
als, under the instructions of
coach March Humes.

SOCCER
GSSSA ACTION

• AFTER crowning its
junior boys and girls soccer
champions last week, the
Government Secondary
Schools Sports Association
will crown the swenior girls
and boys today at the Roscoe
Davies National Center at the
Baillou Hills Sporting Com-
plex, starting at 4 p.m.

• The match-ups are as fol-
lows:
SENIOR GIRLS
CR Walker vs RM Bailey.
SENIOR BOYS
CI Gibson vs CR Walker.
Here’s how they got there
during the playoffs on
Wednesday:
SENIOR GIRLS
1 vs 4
CR Walker def. Anatol
Rodgers 2-0: Justine Metayer
(19') and Jodei Clarke (50')
were the goal scorers.
2 vs 3
RM Bailey def. CV Bethel 3-
2 (Penalty shootout): Raunice
Butler, Glenda Stuart and
Jacqueline Petitifrere were
RM Bailey’s goal scorers.
Zarria Moxey and Ashan Wil-
son scored for CV Bethel.
SENIOR BOYS
1 vs 4
CI Gibson def. Anatol
Rodgers 4-1: Frednel Lafleur
(21', 42'), Lukins Valcin (30')
and Gerlin Joseph (57') were
CI Gibson’s goal scorers.
Franze Baptist (68') scored
for Anatol Rodgers.
2 vs 3
CR Walker upset CC Sweet-
ing 1-0: Lheintz Vincent (60')
scored the lone goal.

BASEBALL
BAHAMIANS 
IN ACTION

• A number of Bahamian
baseball players were in action
this week for their respective
schools in the United States.
Here’s a look at some of their
p e r f o r m a n c e s :

• Campbell University took
a double header from North
Carolina Central as Etienne
Farquharson (Inagua) played
in game two and was 0-for-3.
Farquharson has a batting
average of .205 with an on-
base-percentage of .293.

Game 1: Campbell defeated
North Carolina Central 8-2.

sports
NOTES

SEE page 3E
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Tribune Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

AS THE region edges near-
er to the most highly antici-
pated junior track and field
meet of the year, the
Bahamas is looking to use
words from a global track and
field powerhouse as motiva-
tion for this year’s 2011 Carif-
ta team.

BAAAs executives allege
that representatives out of
Jamaica have challenged the
remainder of the field, sug-
gesting that no other country
will win a gold medal at the
games, scheduled for April
23-25 in Montego Bay,
Jamaica.

Harrison Petty, BAAAs
sponsor and President of the
BAAA Parents Association,
said the friendly trash talk
from the reigning champions
should act as a catalyst for
team Bahamas’ improvement.

“Jamaica has thrown out a
dare to the Caribbean, espe-
cially to the Bahamas. They
claim that
no gold
media will
l e a v e
J a m a i c a
this year,”
he said,
“Every sin-
gle year
that we
have com-
peted at the
C a r i f t a
games we
h a v e
b r o u g h t
home gold medals. Last year
we brought home six. With
this team with the depth we
will have, and the experience,
we expect to bring home
more than six gold medlas.
Their dare is okay, but when
we think about the dedica-
tion, commitment and the will
of our athletes we know that
we will bring home more than
the six gold that we brought
home last year.”

Public Relations Officer,
Alpheus Finlayson reaffirmed
his confidence in the prospec-
tive team heading into this
weekend’s Carifta trials.

“We have heard from our
friends down south, that no
gold is going to leave Jamaica.
But we are going there to get
our golds,” he said, “We are
going to go into the lions den
and come out smiling.”

One of the leading con-
tenders for the Bahamas’
medal hopes is world junior
leading 200m sprinter
Anthonique Strachan.

The 10th grader of St
Augustine's College inked her
name into the record books
at the Scotiabank High school
nationals as she erased 'Gold-
en Girl' Debbie Ferguson-
McKenzie's 200 mark of 23.68
seconds when she was a stu-
dent of St Andrew's High

Jamaican challenge 
a ‘catalyst’ for
Bahamas Carifta Te a m

Harrison 
Petty

SEE page 3E

“ H o p e f u l ly, when we put them all toge t h e r,
we should have two ve ry competitive teams
to re p resent the country in the tourn a m e n t .”

Lawrence Hepburn

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

WITH the ladies championship series
completed and the men smack in the mid-
dle of their series, the Bahamas Basket-
ball Federation is eagerly looking ahead
to the hosting of the National Round
Robin Championship series.

Federation president Lawrence Hep-
burn confirmed that the championships
will take place over the Easter holiday
weekend at the Kendal Isaacs Gymnasi-
u m .

Confirmed so far to participate in the
men’s division are Grand Bahama, New
Providence, Eleuthera and Abaco. It’s
not certain whether or not Bimini will be
sending a team as they are expected to be
in their Homecoming Celebrations.

On the ladies’ side, New Providence

will be represented by the top three teams
as they compete in an invitational tourney
that will also feature a team from Har-
bour Island, Eleuthera and possibly
Grand Bahama.

“We are expecting some good cama-
raderie from the Family Islands,” said
Hepburn as they prepare for the tourna-
ment. “We hope to make a fund raiser
out of it for the federation.

“So we are hoping that the associations
will support it and the fans will come out
and enjoy the games that will be played
between the teams coming in.”

Hepburn said the importance of the
nationals is for the island association
champions to have an opportunity to dis-
play their skills in a tournament to deter-
mine the national champions.

“We owe it to them to run it and so we
are organizing it for them,” Hepburn
stressed. “So with the tournament being
held here, we are hoping that the fans

will come out and support the players.”
The Four J’s Lady Cheetahs won the

New Providence Women’s Basketball
Association title last week at the DW
Davis Gymnasium, dethroning the Bom-
mer G Lady Angels.

It is hoped that the Lady Cheetahs and
the Lady Angels will get a chance to
renew their match-up, along with either
the Johnson’s Lady Truckers or the Col-
lege of the Bahamas Lady Caribs being
included in the mix.

As for the men, the New Providence
Basketball Association is now in its cham-
pionship series. The winner between the
defending champions Commonwealth
Bank Giants and the Real Deal Shockers
will play in the tournament.

Whoever is declared the champions,
Hepburn said he’s confident that they
will represent New Providence well
because both teams comprise of some
outstanding players. 

BBF looking ahead to National Round Robin Championship

REAL DEAL SHOCKERS EVEN UP SERIES AT 1-1 Felipé Major/Tribune staff

SEE MORE PICTURES ON PG2E
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FOLLOWING the very successful
Scotiabank National High School
Track and Field Championships, the
Bahamas Association of Athletic
Associations announced that BTC has
been named Title Partner of the 2011
Carifta Team Bahamas.

This partnership also entails tonight
and Saturday’s Carifta Trials being
named the BTC 2011 Carifta Trials.

Some of the benefits that BTC will
accrue include but not limited to the
following:

• BTC may provide products and
market services with collateral mate-
rials to patrons at the Trials and
Games, where permissible.

• BAAA Friends of Carifta: BTC
will have the right to sponsor the trav-
el Tee Shirts worn by the athletes,
coaches, and officials traveling with
the Bahamas Carifta Games Team to
Montego Bay, Jamaica.

• BTC’s logo will be displayed
prominently on team travel uniform
Tee shirts.

“It is also our pleasure to thank the
Ministry of Youth, Sports & Culture
for their support of the Carifta pro-

gramme,” BAAA’s public relations
officer Alpheus ‘Hawk’ Finlayson said.

“We thank the media for their assis-
tance in heightening the public’s
awareness of and appreciation for
Track and Field.”

The BTC Carifta Trials is expected
to be quite exciting and competitive.
The BAAA has made the admission
fee quite affordable for families with
$3 General admission and $10 VIP.
There is no admission for children
under 12.

The trials starts at 5 p. today and 3
p.m. on Saturday.

Some of the matchups we antici-
pate seeing this weekend are:

• Under 20 Boys 200m - Trevora-
vano Mackey 21.19sec, gold in Nation-
als; Stephen Newbold 21.19sec in ear-
lier meet and Laron Hield, Moore’s
Island, 21.34sec in Nationals.

• Under 20 Boys 400m- OJay Fer-
guson, 47.65sec, broke World Indoor
Champion Chris Brown’s fourteen
year old record of 48.02 sec.; Andre
Wells of Grand Bahama, second in
Nationals in 47.89 sec.; Stephen New-
bold, third in Nationals. Best time of

47.80sec earlier this season.
• Under 17 Boys 100m- Tommy

Outten from Grand Bahama, 10.85sec;
Rashad Gibson, 10.89sec. Qualifying
Standard - 11.00sec

• Under 17 Boys Long jump - Trae
Carey 6.68m; Darien Duncombe
6.48m; Mark Duncombe 6.45m. Qual-
ifying Standard - 6.45m.

• Under 20 Girls 200m -
Anthonique Strachan 23.17sec. to
break Debbie Ferguson’s record of
23.68sec done in 1994. Best time in
the world for Juniors this year, shared
with Grand Bahama native Tynia
Gaither, who attends Osceola High
School in Kissimee, Florida; Rashan
Brown, Grand Bahama, best time of
23.76sec in 2010.

• Under 20 Girls 400m - 2010 World
Junior champion Shaunae Miller,
53.26sec that broke Vernetta Rolle’s
fourteen year old record of 53.86sec.
and Rashan Brown, fourth in Singa-
pore’s Youth Olympics with 53.76sec.

• Under 17 Girls 100m - Devynne
Charlton, 12.08sec Nationals champi-
on and Carmeisha Cox, 12.14sec, sec-
ond place. Qualiftying Standard -

12.10sec.
“From the information emanating

out of Jamaica, our Carifta host, it is
understood that they will let ‘No Gold
Medal Leave,’ meaning that Jamaica
will win every gold medal, with total
domination of the event,” Finlayson
pointed out.

“With this in mind we are encour-
aging the Bahamian public to support
the team by traveling to the Games
over the Easter weekend.”

Packages are still available at the
BAAA’s office.

“We are also encouraging persons
involved in Junkanoo groups to join
the ‘Carifta Congos’, who bring a spe-
cial flare to the Games in their support
of Team Bahamas,” Finlayson stated.

The BAAA will provide a number
of prizes for fans and on Saturday will
raffle two round trip tickets to Mon-
tego Bay for the Games. 

“Once again, we are delighted that
BTC has come on board for Carifta
2011 and thank the Ministry of Youth,
Sports, & Culture for their continual
support,” Finlayson added.

BTC announced as Title Partner of
the 2011 Carifta Team Bahamas

By RENALDO DORSETT
Tribune Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

ONE of the little cays off the
main land of Abaco is continu-
ing to produce a crop of record
breaking junior sprinters and
are becoming recognised for
their efforts.

The sprint relay team from
Moore’s Island Abaco will be in
action this weekend, individu-
ally as they attempt to earn a
spot on the 2011 Carifta Track
and Field team.

As apart of their eventful
weekend, the 4x100 meter relay
team of Antoine Davis, Elroy
McBridge, Paron Davis and
Laron Hield paid a courtesy call
on the the Governor General,
His Excellency Sir Arthur
Foulkes, to celebrate their
record breaking performance
at the Scotiabank National
High School Championships.

The team inked their names
in the record books in a time
of 41.37 in the event.

The 4x400m relay team, of
McBride, Hield, Paron Davis
and Nicholas Roberts, posted a
time of 3:19.15 to win that
event as well, and just missed
wiping away Bishop Michael
Eldon's previous record of
3:18.25 that they posted in
1989.

Moore's Island, had their
own cheering section at the
meet as they earned a second
consecutive trip to the presti-
gious Penn Relays in Philadel-
phia next month, courtesy of
the BAAA.

Adrian Francis of Moore’s
Island called the team’s accom-
plishments nothing short of
amazing.

“Its amazing that these guys
can accomplish what they did
in the limited facilities that they
have. Its almost mind boggling
to believe that Moores Island
track is what it is,” he said, “We
talk about per capita as a coun-
try, but for Moore’s Island
which has a population of just
800 and the size of Paradise
Island, to accomplish what
these guys have done is phe-
nomenal. Out of 196 schools in
Penn relays last year they came
10th, so it speaks volumes
about what they can achieve.”

Francis attributed their suc-
cess to great discipline and
focus on and off the track.

“It goes without saying that
these guys are phenomenal. We
talk about the wrong things
being on the front of the papers
but what these young men have
done is sensational and it needs
to be recognized,” he said,
“They are a 4x100 team but
they practice doing 8x8s in all
out sprints so it shows that their
discipline is intact. With the
grades they have in the class-
room as well, these guys are
prepared for life beyond track.
Moore’s Island has a feeder sys-
tem that is sustainable so it’s
not a one shot in the cloud deal
so hats off to coach Williams
and the rest of the staff for what
they are doing.”

MOORE’S
ISLAND SPRINT
RELAY TEAM
AIM TO EARN
CARIFTA SPOT

Game 2: Campbell def.
North carolina Central 15-1.

• College of Charleston
defeated the University of
North Carolina Wilmington
6-5 as Brandon Murray (Nas-
sau - JBLN) did not make an
appearance. Murray is cur-
rently batting an average of
. 3 3 3 .

• King College def. Brevard
College 6-4 as Champ Stuart
(Bimini), a freshman out-
fielder for Brevard College,
was 1-for-4 in this game. Stu-
art has a batting average of
.200 with one home run and
nine RBI.

• Rollins University def.
Florida Tech 2-1 as Chris Fox
(Freedom Farm), a senior
who plays outfield for Florida
Tech, was 0-for-3 with a walk
in this game. Fox has a bat-
ting average of .265 with an
on-base-percentage of .385.

• Rhodes College def.
LaGrange College 16-14 as
Lynden Pindling, a sopho-
more playing short-stop for
Rhodes College, was 1-for-3
with three walks and three
runs scored in the game. Pin-
dling has a batting average of
.370 with an an on-base-per-
centage of .510.

Sports Notes
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School in 1994.
In the process, Strachan's

time of 23.17 equalled the
world junior leading time
which was also done by Grand
Bahamian native Tynia Gaiter,
who attends high school in
Orlando. The previous best
time was 23.22 by Allison
Peter of the British Virgin
Islands at a meet in Orlando.

“Everyone goes to Carifta
expecting to comeback with a
medal because no one wants
to leave empty handed,” Stra-
chan, “They are already say-
ing that no one is going to
leave Jamaica with a gold
medal, but with their times
they are not showing that. The
Bahamas is now stepping up
and showing their times
amongst the top in the world

m a r k s . ”
David Charlton, Head

Coach of this year's Carifta
team said the depth and expe-
rience of this year’s team will
be a deciding factor in the
medal performance.

“I think we are going to
shock Jamaica because of the
depth and talent that we have.
We are going into the lion’s
den. Jamaica is the sporting
Mecca when it comes to track
and field but we are going
there and we are not taking
any prisoners,” he said, “We
have a deep and talented team
we will carry a full team, we
will carry a strong team. To
get it all started we have to
get through the trials first. This
will begin the process of
selecting our team so come
out and lend your support to
your loved ones vying for a
sport on this year's track and
field team.”

In the 2010 edition of the
games, Jamaica took a total
of 72 medals which included
37 gold, 22 silver and 13
b r o n z e .

Trinidad and Tobago was
third with 40 medals, 12 gold,
16 silver and 12 bronze while
the Bahamas won 29 medals,
six gold, 10 silver and 13
b r o n z e .

Laura Charlton, BAAAs
Treasure, insisted that pro-
viding a welcome atmosphere
for Bahamian athletes in
Montego Bay will be vital to
their success in competition.

“Were very excited about
this year. We have a ‘Friends
of Carifta’ group that is going
down along with our ‘Carifta
Congo’ which is the junkanoo
aspect of our friends of Carif-
ta and we’re truly excited
about that,” he said, “We are
usually the loudest, the most
excited and the dominating

group when we travel to Carif-
ta. This year we will be in
Jamaica so they will have the
home court advantage but this
year we will not play dead we
have a large contingent going
down and we invite all of the
Bahamas to come down and
support our kids.”

Other Carifta medal hope-
fuls gave their input on the
challenge of competing in
Jamaica and returning home
as Carifta medallists

“This is my third year in
track and field and I have
blood in my eyes and I am
going for a medal this year. I
am going for the gold this year
and leaving Jamaica with a
medal,” said Audley Carey,
middle distance runner and
one of the first athletes to
qualify this year.

Katrina Seymour, renown
400m  runner who shifted to
the 400m hurdles this year,

said that she has every inten-
tion of coming back with a
gold medal in her event. “

At Carifta I plan on taking a
gold medal and hopefully set
another record and set a PR,”
she said.

Ryan Ingraham, who won
the B section of the Youth
Olympics and and leapt
2.16m, at the High School
Nationals, is another top con-
tendor for a medal in his sig-
nature event at the games.

“Show everyone I came to
do business,” he said, “I want
to win the gold but I also want
to go down to Carifta and set a
new Carifta record, but for this
weekend I plan to put on a
s h o w . ”

The BAAAs will host the
Carifta Trials this weekend at
Thomas A. Robinson, begin-
ning Friday April 8th at 5pm
and continuing Saturday April
6th at 3pm.

Jamaica challenge
FROM page 1E

finally get a chance to see play-
ers such as Bennett Davis and
Anwar Ferguson, just to name
a few on the men’s side, and
Waltia Rolle, on the ladies’
side, competing at home for
the first time in a major inter-
national event.

Last year, the federation
released the names of its coach-
ing staff with Americans Larry
Brown and Larry Tidwell

assuming the roles on the
respective teams.

Brown, a technical director
who has assisted the federation
in a coaching clinic, will be
assisted by Mario Bowleg,
Grand Bahamian Quintin
‘Three Ounce’ Hall and former
NBA player Dexter Cam-
b r i d g e .

Tidwell, the Athletic Deirec-
tor and head coach of the
Lamar University Lady Cardi-
nals basketball team, will be
assisted by Felix ‘Fly’ Musgrove
and Kayla Campbell.

“Now that we have our

coaching staff in place, we are
working on putting the best
possible teams together to rep-
resent the country, especially
here at home,” Hepburn point-
ed out.

“We are in contact with all
of the players and we have got-
ten some positive response
from a lot of them that they
intend to come home and com-
pete on the teams.”

Hepburn said both Brown
and Tidwell will be working
with the players in the United
States before they come home
to join the local core of players

who will be invited to try out.
“We don’t know who all will

be coming, but we expect that
we will have some of the best
players that we have out there,”
Leburn said. “The coaches are
eager to get started.”

While they are not sure yet
exactly which countries will be
coming to participate, Hepburn
said the federation is confident
that the Bahamas will be well
r e p r e s e n t e d .

Since the inception of the
tournament, the Bahamas has
won the men’s title in 1982
(Jamaica), 1984 (Bahamas),

1985 (Barbados), 1991
(Jamaica), 1993 (Barbados) and
1995 (Barbados). The Bahamas
won the bronze 

At the last CBC Champi-
onships in the British Virgin
Islands in 2009, the Bahamas
men’s team finished fifth.
Jamaica is the defending cham-
pions, having won over the host
c o u n t r y .

The championships allow the
top three or four teams to earn
berths to the Centrobasket with
the view of advancing to the
FIBA World Championships
or Olympics.

Freeport, Bahamas – Prior to the
start of the new Grand Bahama
Amateur Baseball season, last year’s
winners, ‘GBPA Regulators’, were
presented with their official champi-
onship trophy. The exuberant team,
comprised of staff members of The
Grand Bahama Port Authority, Lim-
ited (GBPA) and affiliates, were
joined by Ginger Moxey, GBPA-
Vice President, who praised their
wholehearted efforts.

“We are extremely proud of our

team’s achievements. This win
speaks volumes of their commitment
to a worthwhile endeavour. It
demonstrates unity, fortitude and
preparedness; qualities which they
emulate both on and off the field,”
she said.

Whilst making the presentation,
Director of GB Amateur Baseball,
Stephen Adderley, offered congrat-
ulations. “We commend the ‘Regu-
lators’ on their achievement this past
season. They’ve been in the league

for several years and now that
they’ve reached the top, hopefully,
they will stay there,” he stated.

Assistant manager of the ‘GBPA
Regulators’, Mark Gardiner, was
optimistic about the group’s chances
and attributed their triumph over five
other teams in the league to a change
in game plan. “Our play this year
was more concentrated. We brought
in a number of younger players from
the junior league and they really cat-
apulted us to a different level,” stat-

ed Gardiner. “We had game plan
meetings and studied all of our oppo-
nents prior to each game and that
edge gave us the victory overall.”

Last season’s championships had
its share of obstacles for the ‘Regu-
lators’, who frequently played with 11
players and sometimes nine. With
the return of the majority of their
squad, they anticipate another suc-
cessful season. According to the
‘GBPA Regulators’, this year’s mot-
to is, “let’s do it again”.

‘GBPA’ regulators’ presented with baseball trophy
TROPHY PRESENTATION: On hand for presentations were (left to right): Cory Cartwright, team manager; Stephen Adderley, Director, GB Amateur Baseball; Alonzo Pratt, Pres-
ident, GB Amateur Baseball; Ginger Moxey, GBPA-Vice President; Ricardo Rolle, player; Davado Russell, Assistant Coach; and Mark Gardiner, Assistant Manager.

CBC Championships
FROM page 1E
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THREE community associations – the
Bahamas Golf Federation, the Miss
Bahamas Galaxy Pageant and the
YWCA of The Bahamas – recently part-
nered to treat the contestants from Miss
Galaxy Pageant to the game of golf at the
home of the BGF in the Queen Elizabeth
Sports Complex.  

The highly successful event was
enjoyed by all participants, including
members and friends of the YWCA.  

Instruction for the session was provid-
ed by Jim Duncombe, professional
golfer/instructor and Yvonne Shaw,
BGF’s administrator. 

Shaw stated that it was a pleasure to
have the opportunity to partner with the
YWCA and the Miss Bahamas Galaxy
Pageant and host the contestants at the
BGF’s facility and to introduce them to
the game of Golf.  

Duncombe, widely k n o w n as ‘the
Swing Doctor,’ also welcomed the oppor-
tunity to work with the young ladies. She
also spoke on the importance of the
game as the nine core values learned will
benefit the individual for a life time. 

The nine core values are: Honesty,
Integrity, Sportsmanship, Respect, Con-
fidence, Responsibility, Perseverance,
Courtesy and Judgment.

Shaw also hopes that with the com-
pletion of the BGF’s 9 Hole Golf course,
golf will be introduced as a sport in the
educational system.

Shaw wished all the contestants well
and hoped that they would revisit the
BGF facility and become involved.

Rosalie Fawkes, General Secretary at
the YWCA, stated that the contestants
use the Activity Center at the YWCA
for their rehearsal space and that last
year, the director of the pageant, Andrea
Knott, had approached the YWCA with
a regard to having the contestants engage
in community service in partnership with
the Y.  

Since then, Fawkes said that the Y has
assisted in organising workshops that
serve to contribute to the personal devel-
opment of the young ladies.  

The presentations made so far this year
have dealt with etiquette, public speak-
ing, learning to play golf, grooming and

personal appearance and  some of  the
young ladies have attended Bible Study
sessions at the YWCA.

Knott expressed great appreciation
to the BGF and the YWCA for affording
the contestants the opportunity to be
actively involved in community service
projects and for the additional rein-
forcement of values that they would like
the young ladies to cultivate.  

In its effort to provide personal devel-
opment opportunities to women and
young girls, this venture and partnership
with community organizations has been
instrumental in helping to implement the
vision and mission of Miss Bahamas
Galaxy Pageant.  

The pageant will be held on Sunday
17th April, 2011, Showtime:  8:00 pm at
the Wyndham Nassau Resort Ballroom.
Tickets are $25 Adults and $15 children.  

Ticket outlets are Cinderella Shoe
Store #2, Wulff Road; Electro Jack,
Town Centre Mall; So Sexy Boutique,
Carmichael Road; Gadget and Gears,
Mall-at-Marathon and CyberJack, Mall-
at-Marathon.

MISS GALAXY PAGEANT CONTESTANTS TREATED TO

GAME OF GOLF

GALACTIC TREAT:
The Bahamas Golf Federation, the Miss Bahamas Galaxy Pageant
and the YWCA of The Bahamas recently partnered to treat the
contestants from Miss Galaxy Pageant to the game of golf at the
home of the BGF in the Queen Elizabeth Sports Complex. 
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