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TEN TRANSFERRED
FROM MINISTRY
AMID CORRUPTION,
THEFT ALLEGATIONS

Teacher uly in:
Student Sex case

By PAUL TURNQUEST

Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.
net

TEN people have been transferred
from the Ministry of Education as investigations continue into allegations of
corruption and theft throughout the
department.
These persons, it is reported, have
not been terminated from their posts,
but rather transferred around in the
Ministry or to other ministries entirely.
“They are trying to streamline a number of things,” a source close to the mat-

Judge sets date
for sentencing
By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT -— Andre Birbal was found guilty and convicted in the Supreme Court
on Wednesday of having
unnatural sexual intercourse
with two of his former students at the Eight Mile Rock
High School.
A jury of seven men and
two women deliberated for
four and a half hours and
brought back guilty verdicts
in six of the eight charges
against the former art teacher.
Justice Hartman Longley
has set sentencing for February 1, 2011.
During his summation, Justice Longley told jurors that
they must consider each of
the eight counts separately
and bring a separate verdict
on each count.

SEE page 14

GUILTY VERDICT:
Andre Birbal outside
of court yesterday.
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Bribal, 48, was found guilty
of all five counts relating to
the first male student. It is
alleged that he had sex with
the student between January
2002 and June 2007.
The jury brought back
guilty verdicts of 6-3 on count
one, two and three, and ver-

dicts of 7-2 guilty on counts
four and five.
In relation to the second
male

student,

Birbal,

who

alleged to have sex with the
student between September
2002 and December 2005, was

found guilty of only one of
the three counts.
The jury found the teacher
not guilty by a vote of 5-4 on
count six and seven, but found

him guilty by a vote of 7-2 on
count eight.
As the verdicts were read

by

the

foreman,

Birbal

SEE page 14

LIGHTNING DAMAGES ZNS EQUIPMENT
LIGHTNING damaged phone lines and electrical equipment
at the Broadcasting Corporation of the Bahamas. With phone
lines not operating yesterday, further details concerning the
extent of the damage caused by the morning’s thunderstorm
could not be ascertained up to press time.

BABY DOC RETURN ‘NOT COMPARABLE _ BAR ASSOCIATION TIGHT-LIPPED ON
TO THE IMPACT ARISTIDE WOULD HAVE’| _ GOVERNMENT ULTIMATUM REPORTS
By NOELLE
NICOLLS

President Aristide
has lived in exile in
South Africa since
2004 when the United States and other
allies assisted in his
“forced” removal

Tribune Staff

Reporter
nnicolls@
tribunemedia.net
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President

of

Jean

Claude “Baby Doc”
Duvalier’s return to

Haiti is not comparable to the impact

from the country.
That year, there

THE Bahamas Bar Association remained silent yesterday following reports that
it had been given an ultimatum by the government.
It is unclear whether or
not the Bar Council has
responded to the letter sent
by Director of Legal Affairs

were

Deborah

calling for Aristide
JEAN CLAUDE ‘BABY to implement the
DOC’ DUVALIER
promised reforms

President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide would have, said Dr

from his 2000 election.
President Aristide claims

Eugene

he has been unsuccessfully

Newry,

Ambassador

former

to Haiti

Dominican Republic.

and

SEE page 13
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Fraser,

threatened legal action today
unless the council communicated its decision on the
Director of Public Prosecution’s Bar application.
Up to press time, officials
in the Attorney General’s
office could not provide an

orge

ISKANDS?

LEADING

Ruth

Bowe-Darville,

NEWSPAPER:

the

association’s president, said:
“T’m not prepared to comment on the matter at this
time.”
Mrs Graham-Allen has
been unable to appear in
court since her appointment
to the post in August last
year, the council’s delay has
been said to have prevented
her from fulfilling her duties
as the Director of Public
Prosecutions.

SEE page 14
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DO you think the Bahamas Telecommunications Company (BTC) should be
sold to Cable and Wireless (LIME)?
Since news of the impending sale broke,
various groups have come forward protesting the sale ofa majority stake of BTC to
this company. In today's Street Talk, The
Tribune's student interns from Bahamas
Academy hit the streets to find out how
some Bahamians feel about the issue.
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Yeah why not —it’s not j
a bad idea.
Rayvon Marrison

student

i

,

I agree and disagree. }

I don’t have a problem

We are behind, so it is :
a good thing; we will have ?

with it. I don’t think
Bahamians should own it

; more opportunities. But jobs } because of lack in manage? are redundant, and for this I] }

: disagree.”

ment skills in things such as

? electricity and telephones.”

@ Denise Adderley,

i

Hi Michelo McKenzie,

store owner/Manager

i

driver
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The

government

should

sell BTC,

it

would make people more
aware and create more jobs
and a bigger monopoly.”

Hi Quinten Mortis,
taxi driver
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Cable & Wireless Communications and LIME are committed to serving the
communities where we operate.
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learn and communicate trom the World

intemet services in libraries and several wireless

island.

We also want to improve the quality of life of our communities. In the Maldives
we have launched telemedicine systems which allow communities living on its
smaller islands to get better access to medical care without having to travel so far
We will bring the same commitment to The Bahamas if we are successful
partnering with

BTC.

For Cable & Wireless Communications

it is essential.
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By CELESTE

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff

Christian Council
urges govt and
Onposition to
work together
NIXON

Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

THE Christian Council
yesterday urged the government and opposition to
work together for the betterment of the country in
the new year.
Members of parliament,
senators, and other senior
officials joined in prayer

ABOVE: piscideti of the
Bahamas Christian
Council Rev Dr. Patrick
Paul gives the sermon
yesterday at the annual
Parliamentary Service
held at the Salvation
Army Citadel Church on
Mackey Street.

yesterday morning at the
annual Parliamentary Service held at the Salvation
Army Citadel Church on
Mackey Street.
Rev Patrick Paul, president of the Bahamas
Christian Council, encour-

aged MPs from both sides
of the aisle to co-operate
in providing better opportunities for Bahamian people.
“We need to move past
partisan politics and work
as one,” said Rev Paul.

He also reflected on several of the government’s
accomplishments over the
past year, including the
completion of the Sir Milo
Butler Highway, provision
of unemployment benefits;
full health coverage for
Royal Bahamas Defence
Force officers, police offi-

cers and nurses; the dredging of Nassau Harbour,
numerous road improvement projects and the
implementation
of
electronic monitoring for
criminal suspects out on
bail.
While commending the
government
on these
achievements, Rev Paul
SEE

page
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At the opening of the legal
year, Chief Justice Sir Michael
Barnett announced that Magistrate Linda Virgill will be
assigned to the Coroner's Court
to replace Magistrate William
Campbell.
Bar Association President
Ruth
Bowe-Darville
has
accused Coroner Virgill of
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New Coroner expected
to appear in court today

Five,
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pleaded not guilty to charges of importation of cocaine, conspiring to import cocaine, possession of cocaine with the intent
to supply and conspiring to possess cocaine.
According to police reports, around 10am on Sunday, officers
of the Drug Enforcement Unit (DEU) apprehended two men
at the Lynden Pindling International Airport after they
searched their suitcase and found 16 taped packages of suspected cocaine. The men had reportedly flown into New Proyidence from the Turks and Caicos on a private aircraft. According to prosecutors, the drugs weighed 21 pounds.
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Carolita Bethell, were each granted bail in the sum of $25,000.
Patrick Pyfrom, 45, and Valentino Antoine Collie, 38, have
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TWO pilots who were arraigned on cocaine smuggling
charges last week were back in court yesterday.
The men, who appeared before Deputy Chief Magistrate

Rolle

synthetic oils: high
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Castrol Syntec,

LEFT: PLP Leader Perry
Christie shakes hands
with Deputy Prime Minister Brent Symonette

Pilots back in court over
cocaine smuggling charges

NEWLY appointed Coroner
Linda Virgill, the subject of a
lawsuit by a local attorney who
is claiming an unpaid loan, is
expected to appear in a Magistrate’s Court today.
Mrs Virgill is reportedly
being sued for $2,000 by attorney Cecil Hilton.
She is expected to appear
before Magistrate Derrence
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How many more patients
have to suffer and how
many more have to die
before there can be real
change at A&E at the PMH

Shirley Street, PO. Box N-3207, Nassau, Bahamas
Insurance Management Building., P.O. F-485, Freeport, Grand Bahama

WEBSITE
www.tribune242.com — updated daily at 2pm

in Nassau, Bahamas?

I write to bring national
attention to the vexing problem and frustration that
many of us Bahamians have
experienced at A&E at the
Princes Margaret Hospital
in our city Nassau, when a
relative, a friend or co-worker of ours falls ill suddenly
and has to go to A&E at
PMH. I heard stories of the
past from friends and coworkers over the years of
how long their relative a
patient admitted to A&E at
PMH had to wait before a
doctor examined them or
before there is a medical
evaluation given of their
loved one’s condition. I
thought persons were being
unfair to our national
healthcare facilities in Nassau, until recently I experienced it first hand with my
82- year-old mother several
days ago.
To be brief my mother
was taken to A&E at the
Princess Margaret Hospital
gravely ill by one of my sisters in early January 2011,
and had to sit in a chair for
about three hours and after

Echoes of ’08, preview of 2012 in speech
WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama reached back into the past in a State of
the Union address that was all about winning
the future.
He meant victory for America. And, perhaps, himself, too.

In style and substance, the president resurrected themes from his groundbreaking 2008
campaign as he started making the case for
his next one.
With the world watching, he cast himself
anew

as a post-partisan, pragmatic, reason-

able, solutions-oriented leader focused on protecting the American dream and ensuring the
country's economic dominance. He spoke
directly to the fears of Americans everywhere
that their country is in decline. And he issued
a call to greatness while sketching out a longterm vision for how the nation can achieve it.
"We do big things," Obama said, delivering
an optimistic pitch that spoke to the country's
can-do spirit.
Sound familiar? It should.
He's the president. With a two-year record
that divides the public. And a stubbornly high
unemployment rate. A man who must work
with the reinforced ranks of Republicans in
Congress. And convince the polarized country
— including sceptical independents who wield
huge power in presidential elections — that the
change he wrought is sound.
Ultimately, he must convince the nation
that he should get four more years at the helm.
Obama is clearly aware of his new reality,
given the speech he delivered. He spoke to
what unites, instead of divides, Americans.

There were few sharply ideological pitches.
There was little partisanship. And for all the
talk about economic revival for years to come,
there wasn't much talk about how to address
the country's most immediate concern: reducing the 9.4 per cent jobless rate and stoking a
sluggish recovery.
This was much bigger than the here and
now. Obama set much loftier goals, such as
rebuilding people's faith in government.
Republicans bashed him for it.
Such criticism aside, Tuesday night's address
laid bare Obama's desire to channel the aboveit-all persona he honed as a candidate to capture a broad coalition of voters who vaulted
him to the White House. He's spent the
months since the November elections overhauling his presidency as he adjusts to an era of
divided government in Washington and prepares to run for re-election.
Polls show that the effort has paid dividends:
His job-performance rating stands at 53 per
cent in the most recent Associated Press-GfK
poll and at 51 per cent among independents.
Still, just 30 per cent of independents score
his presidency above average or better, down
from a year ago. And they divide about even-

ly on whether he deserves to be re-elected.
It's little wonder, then, that Obama, from
the start of his address, struck an above-the-

fray posture and called for bipartisan solutions to the nation's ills as he referenced the
shooting in Arizona, the tragedy that has
helped unite the country. At nearly every turn
that followed, the president called for Republicans and Democrats to work together to tackle "challenges decades in the making.”
He also repeatedly extended a hand to the
GOP, entertaining their ideas on issues like
medical malpractice reform to rein in frivolous lawsuits. But he didn't budge on his refusal
to permanently lower taxes on the top 2 per
cent of U.S. earners, showing that his effort to
compromise has limits. None of it sat well with
Obama's liberal base. The president is gambling that the left eventually will fall in line
behind him. It's a safe bet: He faces no serious
primary challenger and still is hugely popular
among his core backers, despite grumbling.
Obama's posture offered a sharp contrast to
the past two years, in which he leveraged huge
Democratic majorities in Congress to pass
sweeping legislation with virtually no Republican support. The GOP, for its part, stood in
near lockstep against Obama throughout.
But Republicans were the ones who benefited in November, when voters decided they'd
had enough of Democrats controlling all the
levers of power in Washington.
Obama was quick to remind Republicans
successes or failures of the next two years.
Despite uneasiness about the scope of government spending at a time of budget-busting
deficits, Obama called for huge investments
to spur innovation, education and infrastructure. They met immediate resistance from
Republicans, who cast him as a tax-and-spend
liberal even before he delivered the speech.
House Republicans went on record to return
most domestic agencies to 2008 budget levels.
"This is our Sputnik moment," said an
undeterred Obama. "The future is ours to win
but to get there we cannot stand still.”
Previewing his likely re-election pitch and
addressing top concerns of Americans, he
made the case that the country is on the right
course but that more must be done by both
sides to make the nation competitive. He signaled a willingness to bend but not break on
his health care plan that Republicans want to
repeal. He called for the country to confront its
decade-long deficit spending spree. And he
ordered a review of government regulations
and agencies. "At stake right now is not who

Hip hip hip, HURRAY! Hip hip hip, HURRAY! Hip hip hip, HURRAY!
Tam elated that the police force has finally
decided to fight fire with fire. The recently
announced Operation Rapid Fire is long overdue. The restoration of peace and civility is not
only needed but should be demanded. Please
join me in giving three cheers for the police
force.

It is not late for the police to use the kind of
force that is needed to show the criminals that
they cannot take this country. Even though
the police have embarked on a no nonsense
approach with the kind of resolve needed, we
the people must lend our assistance in every
way to make sure we rid this country of the
menace we have been experiencing.
Now I know that those who cloak the criminals would love to have an opportunity to be

wins the next election," Obama insisted.

Even as he started making the case that he
should be the one.
(This article was written by Liz Sidott, AP
National Political Writer).
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“God is bigger than
any problem.”
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January 25, 2011.

demn, behaviour that is detrimental toward a

civilized society.
The laws of the jungle should not be
allowed or encouraged in a normal society.
The police needs our full and undivided support. We must move collectively to help and
protect the one country we have. No shirking
of responsibilities should be tolerated. It takes
all hands to be on deck, and it takes all of us to

scream with one voice in a great crescendo,
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!

IVOINE W. INGRAHAM
Nassau,

January 20, 2011
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seen on television hollering about the methods
of the police, but the police must match the
tactics the criminals have been using. We must
resist to be seen to condoning the behaviour
that, in our good conscience we must con-
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300 thread aunt

passing out in the chair
before a bed was given to
her. You imagine that. That
is torture for an 82-year-old
lady who is weak and came
into the hospital A&E dizzy
and can’t hold her head up.
And I am not exaggerating.
My mother again was taken
to A&E of the PMH hospital about 10 days later in
January 2011, this time by
ambulance around 8pm and
up to 12 midnight the family
was told that A&E were in
the process of changing
shifts and no doctor had
seen her up to that time.
Somebody please tell me
why it takes three-four
hours in A&E at the PMH
to change shifts and why
during this period patients
have to suffer? It appears
that one has to come into
A&E with a stab or gunshot
wound to their body to get
medical attention within reasonable time. We need real
change in A&E at PMH.
My God! Have mercy
upon us, is my cry and
prayer. In this 21st century
of technology and modernisation why in the world is it

EDITOR, The Tribune.

200 Market St. South = P.O. Boo N-7OR4 * Nassau, Bahamas

mat

letters@tribunemedia.net

Three cheers for Royal
Bahamas Police Force

that they, too, will be held accountable for the

Sirst Baptist Church

ear

LETTERS

taking doctors to see a
patient at A&E three-four
hours in our country today?
I am not casting blame on
the hard working, dedicated, and under-paid doctors
and the nurses; I just want to
find out why can’t a patient
brought into A&E at the
Princess Margaret Hospital
today be seen by a doctor
or briefly examined for
severity of case within at
least, and I'll be generous,
one hour?
We need real change in
A&E at the PMH, especially those of us Bahamians
who pay our taxes and contribute to our country
through paying all the necessary and required taxes
from NIB to other national
contributions.
I call on the Honourable,
hard working and dedicated Minister of Health, Dr
Hubert Minnis, to look into
the A&E Department at the
PMH and cause there to be
real changes to this vital lifesaving Department of our
Nation’s Public Health Care
Facility for Bahamians, visitors and others of every way
of life living and visiting in
our beloved Bahamas.
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BIC accuses Vonage of
making ‘shameless claims’
THE Bahamas Telecommunications Company issued

in the Bahamas.
“What BTC did do in the

a statement yesterday

accus-

middle of last year, 2010, was

ing
Vonage
of making
“shameless
claims”
and
reminding the public that the
US-based VoIP carrier is not
licenced to operate in the
Bahamas.
The statement came in
response to a letter sent by

to change its regime on
charges for call termination
[calls received by BTC customers] from overseas customers to bring it in line with
regional norms and practices.

Vonage

to

its

customers

detailing changes to its calling plans because of “500 per
cent” increases in rates
charged by Bahamian companies.
In response, Marlon Johnson, vice president for marketing, sales and business
development at BTC, said:
“First of all, the truth is that

Vonage is not a carrier that
has any direct relationship
with BTC,

nor is it, as far as

we are aware, licensed by the
country’s telecoms regulator,
URCA,

to conduct

telecom-

munications business in the
Bahamas, notwithstanding its
documented invitation for
persons to utilise the service

CE

Customers

PUSHIN’ DA ENVELOPE
_By Jamaal Rolle

transactions.
BTC said that in many popular regional jurisdictions like
Jamaica, Haiti and Cuba, call

terminations are higher than
they are in the Bahamas.
“It is BTC’s view that given
that it returns nothing to the
Bahamian economy, Vonage’s complaints are shameless.
“Nonetheless, we do think

“As we would have stated
publicly at the time, this has
meant that BTC mobile customers are no longer charged
for international calls they
receive on their cell phones
and the charges are now
levied on the person and
phone carrier making the call
from overseas.”
BTC also emphasised that
its call termination rates are
not “excessive”, as the letter
suggests.

According to the company,
its inbound termination rates
are consistent with the average in the region and calculated to cover the costs of the

it is important that we provide our perspective on the
matter so that persons would
not draw false conclusions by
virtue of this correspondence
being circulated by Vonage.
“We do not think that any
BTC customer would have
any reasonable objection to
any outside phone carrier
paying their fair share to BTC
so as to enable the company
to get a fair return on the
hundreds of millions of dollars in capital outlays invested
to build and maintain the
state-of-the-art cellular and
landline infrastructure that
BTC has as part of its plant,”
the statements said.
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26-year-old man victim of drive-by shooting
A 26-year-old man was the victim of a drive-by shooting on Miami Street on Tuesday
night.
The incident occurred around 11.10pm as a
group of people was standing outside a private residence.
According to eyewitness reports, a dark
coloured Honda pulled up and gunshots were
fired from the car which resulted in the 26year-old being shot in his arm.
The victim was taken to hospital in a private
vehicle where he is detained in stable condition. Investigations are ongoing.
Police are also investigating two armed robberies which took place on Tuesday.
The first happened at 1lam on East Bay

Street east of Mackey Street.
A man was reportedly on East Bay Street
when he was approached by a gunman.
The culprit robbed the victim of his jewellery and fled on foot into the Okra Hill area.
The second armed robbery of the day happened at 7.15pm at a private residence in
Windward Isles off Sunshine Way.
Upon arriving home, a woman was
approached by a “dark” man wearing a white
T-shirt allegedly armed with a handgun, police
said.
The culprit robbed the woman of her gold
2000 Chevrolet Equinox with the licence plate
number 183481 and fled the area in an
unknown direction.

Man arrested for alleged drug, firearm possession
A MAN was arrested in the
area of Toote Shop Corner
on suspicion of marijuana
possession and allegedly possessing an illegal firearm.
Police made the arrest
around 12.05pm on Tuesday
after officers of the mobile
division, acting on information, went

to a property

se

The 28-year-old suspect
was taken into custody.
Police investigations continue.

on

Fritz Lane off East Street
where they saw a man acting
suspiciously.
Press
liaison
officer
Sergeant Chrislyn Skippings
said after the man spotted
police he moved towards to
a track road off Toote Shop
Corner where he was then

JUST WEST

apprehended.
Officers conducted a search
of the man and recovered a
quantity of suspected marijuana. A search of the property where police originally
observed the man revealed a
high-powered weapon with
ammunition.
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Christian Council urges govt, opposition to work together HRRSYTy)a\ hase lE
FROM page three

Eat Real Food - Lose weight for Good!
Lose 10-15 Lt; or More in the next 10 Days!

reminded those in power
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of the duty they owe to all
Bahamians.
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Deep Colon Cleansing for persons who struggle with:
Weight loss, Gas & bloating, Food Cravings, Fatigue,

sanctity of human life”.
To close the service,

Specific Programs designed for you or anyone you
know who is: Hypertensive, Diabetic, Breast-feeding,
Allergy symptoms etc!

religious leaders offered
prayers for members of

See Results in just 3 days - 100% Money-Back
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judiciary and the country.
Parliament was sus

pended for the service
ae

Guarantee

394-2035

Decry

Free Consultation - Free Delivery - Ship to family Islands
Call

M

| LORENES
STOREWIDE
SALE
Donzi Sweet 16’

I :

Hall and trailer,
No engine.
Excellent condition

mn

$8,000

For more info
Tel: 535-7741

Serious inquires only
ask for Mr. Peter

ET

eee

Thurs. Jan. 20th - Sat. Jan. 29th
Hand-arawn

_Portrait

57 off All Lingerie
All Sales Final
No Gift Certificates or Store Credits

Sale Excludes School Uniforms

World renowned portrait artist Jamaal Rolle will use your favorite
_ ote

a

an that wal

be loved and Se

photo(s)

| (>

e

NI

‘

j

for a eames.

Ce

ee

ee

a

Save more with Hertz and BTI.
Intermediate

S

Dally weh

Car

45D

Gel special discounted rates with Hertz and use the

LOW

savings for shopping. And for every rental, Hertz
will donate $1 to Ranfurly Home for Children.

Code ITULBT

For reservations, call your BTI travel agent.

‘Ye,

|

gee
Florida

Daily wEh LOW
Code THLE!
—————

;
inde Wet cee eel

Hertz.

©

‘X<BTI

Chaldren

ag

STi Heasau
Aarow

weetertocan
“Baled

Wet

ate

| leg.
Pio)

U5. Pot.

rebepe

OF.

ed
24

5

Protected Sy betecnetional Tredemerit Laws
Derage

Woe

TW), ofa

dee

Vad ler

ew

© 20L0 Barts Spebere
abun?

ts

7

SIDE

in. 2M Aighbs Aeeervedh
SIL],

Sacha

ges

A2Le-11

Bees
1? oo SAINER

st

fd

Le

:

STORIES

ON THIS

PAGE

LOG

Traval

393-1981

Kaa jeslic
Miracle

First Class

trawl

S327

nngvalive

Tray

oor

Lalsure

TO DISCUSS

BTif eee

Traval

ler

Tava
Tours

LAAs

Preanrcer

Trae

425-6847

Stuart's

Traval

426-0008
t

Ghodal Eaprecs
ar

(2025 352-4865

Abaco

ABW

Irie

Les

Travel

Spot

(282) 967-2517

ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

Je

ee

PAGE 8, THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 2011

THE TRIBUNE
LOCAL NEWS

FROM LEFT: A young boy gets ready for the big Junkanoo rush-out dressed in full attire;
fourth-grade teacher Katherine Lockhart; Jalene Ferguson; Reagan Kemp; Keilan McSweeney;
Amani Stuart; Michael Basden, BOB business manager of financial solutions, and Justin
Cartwright.

GROBAN

UiIVE JOSH

TICKETS ON
SALE NOW!

Bank of the Bahamas provides
irizes for school contest winner's
WINNERS of the St Francis and
Joseph Primary School essay contest
were recently rewarded with a variety of
prizes donated by the Bank of the
Bahamas.
The prize presentation took place at
the opening ceremony for the school’s
seventh annual Junkanoo Rush-out. The
day also included a word of encouragement from Minister of Youth, Sports and
Culture Charles Maynard and storytelling by KB and Funky D.

Currently one of the hottest artists in the United States - with four
multi-platinum albums and a fan base that spans across all
generations. In his newest alburn, Illuminations, in stores now,
Sroban gets personal, sharing his experiences and connecting
with his audience ina way unparallel to any other artist.

Saturday, February 12, 201 |
9:00pm
Imperial Ballroom

Now

Doors open at 8:00pm

on

his

15th

visit,

Breezes recognised his loyalty, general manager Jackson
Weech saying: “It is our
repeat clients that keep
Breezes operational and we
are truly thankful to Daren
and to our many other repeat
guests.”

$150 PREMIUM TICKETS
$125 RESERVED TICKETS

TICKET INFORMATION

BREEZES BAHAMAS
WELCOMES 15 TIME
REPEAT GUEST
DAREN Dwyer is a 21year-old prolific repeat visitor to the Breezes Resort on
Cable Beach.
He first visited the property with his parents when he
was 15 and has returned every
year — several times a year —
ever Since.

IN CONCERT

FOR

“We are very grateful that Bank of
the Bahamas reached out to sponsor this
event by providing grand prizes for our
essay contest winners,” said school principal Jacinthe Goffe.
In addition to the essay winners, students who signed up the most sponsors
were crowned the school’s king and
queen. Funds will be used to expand the
early childhood centre at the school
which is rebuilding and recovering from
two consecutive fires in 2009.

CALL 363-6601

i.

ATLANTIS
PA PULI SE ISLAND

neaadd

BREEZES general manager
Jackson Weech with
Daren Dwyer

auger tee

Pinder’s Customs Brokerage

Year | Manufacturer |

Model

1995 = Nissan

Largo

Mini-van

(Good for parts

1999 = Nissan

Largo

Mini-van

(Good for parts

1995 = Nissan

Largo

Minivan

Mechanics Special

Nissan

Serena

Mini-van

Works with issues

Nissan

Largo

Mini-van

Works with issues

Nissan

Largo

Mini-van

Works with issues

Nissan

Serena

Minivan

OK

Nissan

Serena

Min-ven

Gasoline

OK

Nissan

Serena

hMinkvan

Gasoline

OK

UL
Ll

Temple Christian High School

rE

Lr

ENTRANCE
EXAMINATION

14° Box Van

Diesel

Needs engine and parts

Intemational

4700 4x2

20’ Flat-bed

Diesel

No engine or transmission

Intemational

Flat Bed

AY Flat-bed

Diese!

Intemational

Flat Bed

2’ Flat-bed

Diesel

Ford

Leoud

Single Tractor «= Diese!

Works with Trans. sues

i

Ford

Leo00

Single Tractor = Dieser

Works with Trans. issues

ia

UU
UL

No transmission

OK

— Forklift

LP

OK

Forklift

LP

OK

Toyota

2-5FGU35

Toyola

5FG35

Teledyne

Three wheel = Forklif
Forklift

1A
HM

LP

02-5FG35

FFGKUAO

No engine

Forklift

Toyota

Toyota

LP

i

Forklif

14

S2-6FGU35 =

OK, can piggy back on truck
LP

OK

“a Discounts on Fleet purchases
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2011 - 2012
Temple

Christian

Entrance

FEBRUARY

High

School

Examination

5TH,

on

2011

will hold

at the

school

LOG

on

Shirley Street from 8:00 a.m. - 12 noon for

students wishing to enter grades, 7, 8, 9 and

10.

Application forms are available at the High

School Office. The application fee is twenty
five

dollars

should

($25.00).

be completed

Application
and

returned

forms
to the

For further information please call
394-4481 or 394-4484
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Contestants sought for
Miss Bahamas pageant
AS

the

Miss

Bahamas

Organisation (MBO) launches its search for the 2011
pageant contestants, their
reigning beauty queen has
been invited to take part in
the newly launched Miss
Sport Football contest in the
United States.
The launch of the new
event will coincide with the
national screening for the
2011 Miss Bahamas Beauty
Pageant contestants.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,” said MBO president
Michelle Malcolm.
“Tt’s rewarding to see that
our efforts to promote our
queens internationally are
paying off, and in a big way.”
Reigning MBO
queen
Braneka Bassett will spend
several days, all expenses
paid, in Dallas, Texas attend-

ing the event, which is the
brainchild of Dr Ivan Rusilko,

the current Mister USA
World and former Mister
USA (2008).

Promotions
While

in Dallas, she will

participate in charity events,
promotions, photo shoots,
parties, tournaments, and concerts.

The finals will take place
on February 6.
Braneka said the invitation
to participate in the Miss
Sport Football event is a great
opportunity.
“Tm expecting to have a
great time in Dallas,” said
Braneka who just last year
advanced to the finals of the
Miss World pageant in China from among 115 contestants.

“Who knows where this
will lead? Every appearance is
an opportunity for networking and growth, and I’m look-

ing forward to being part of
such an exciting event,” she
said.
As Braneka continues to
make her mark in international pageantry, young ladies
here at home are being invited to take their first step
towards the dream of replacing her as the nation’s goodwill and beauty ambassador.
The application process is
now underway, with a contestants’ screening date set for
February 5 at Mario’s Bowling and Entertainment Palace,
beginning at 10am.

launching its recruitment drive, MBO said 23 applications
have already been received
to date.

A $85,000 package of prizes
awaits the young woman who
emerges the winner of the
Miss Bahamas Pageant,
including a trip to Brazil
where this year’s Miss Universe Pageant will be held,
and the opportunity to travel
to an exotic location to compete in Miss World; a $50,000
wardrobe for her international competitions; $15,000 in
diamond jewellery from Diamonds

Apply
All interested parties must
first apply to be a contestant
by
going
online
at
www.2010.missbahamas.net
and completing the application form.
This year’s pageant to select
a representative to the Miss
Universe and Miss World
pageants as well as a representative for the Top Model
of the World competition will
be held under the theme ‘All
That Jazz’.
MBO said Bahamians will
once again be invited to help
choose the winner by voting
for their favourites online.
The contestant receiving
the highest number of votes
automatically advances to the
semi-final round of the competition as the “People’s
Choice” fast track winner.
“And like last year, the
public will once again be given an insider’s view of the
hopefuls in an effort to aid in
their choice through the reality TV series Miss Bahamas:
Backstage Pass,” MBO said.
The show will be hosted by
the reigning Miss Bahamas
Braneka Bassett.
Although it is just now

International;

pageantry coaching classes by
Grace Fontecha; a trip to
New York for a photo shoot
with the world renowned
fashion photographer Fadil
Berisha; appearance opportunities and much more.
Interested young women are

REIGNING Miss Bahamas Braneka Bassett has been chosen as

the face of a new pageant event in
the US.
being urged to apply quickly
as space is limited. Deadline
for entry is February 3, 2011
at midnight.
Suitable young women
between the ages of 18 and
25 are being sought to com-

i

pete.

Candidates must be single,
must not have children, nor

have ever been pregnant or
given birth. Minimum height
requirement is 3’ 5” and maximum height requirement is
6’ 2”. Weight must be proportionate to height. Candidates should be of Bahamian
ancestry, or citizens of the
Bahamas, and hold a Bahamian passport.
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The Mercedes-Benz C-Class
Your most enjoyable drive ever.
The Mercedes-Benz C-Class is a pleasure
to behold offering a new interpretation of
driving pleasure. Its taut lines lend it an
air of effortless superiority while the wide
radiator grille and distinctive rear section
announce a vehicle with a real presence
and dynamic personality.
Few cars can compete with its ability to
adjust so many facets of its character from the interior to the drive technology so quickly and precisely in response

STOREWIDE SAVINGS
ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE
FOOTWEAR

to external conditions and your own
particular needs. The key to this flexible
response is the standard-fit Agility
Control Package which includes
selective damping.
The interior offers noticeably more
space and a more distinctive atmosphere
to suit your taste. As you will see, the
C-Class is the perfect embodiment
of the Mercedes-Benz philosophy.

OUR PARTS DEPARTMENT IS FULLY STOCKED WITH EVERY
COMPONENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR MERCEDES
RUNS TROUBLE FREE. TRAINED TECHNICIANS ON DUTY.

HANDBAGS, SCHOOL BAGS,
SOCKS, BELTS
FASHION ACCESSORIES.
Shop early for the best selection
All sales are final Jan. 26-31

JOHN’S
SHOES AND ACCESSORIES
ROSETTA ST. 325-4944
CARMICHAEL ROAD 361-6876
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Acclaimed opera
night is set for an
encore performance
Bizet-Broadway will return next year after the highly successful
inaugural event raised $20,000 for a new voice scholarship
BIZET-Broadway, an annual operatic
evening in Montreal, Canada made its
debut in Nassau on over the weekend to
rave reviews.
And, opera lovers will be glad to learn,
the concert was such a resounding success
— raising $20,000 for a voice scholarship
fund — that the organisers have decided to
hold it again next year.
Unlike other such events, where performers are confined to the restrictions of
a stage, the Bizet-Broadway singers performed among the guests, creating an
intimate atmosphere in which the audience become part of the performance.
The elegant black tie event saw more
than 150 guests treated to a Champaign
reception and gourmet dinner before
being captivated by four of Canada’s top
operatic talents.
Sopranos Gianna Corbisiero and Beverly McArthur, tenor Keith Klassen and
baritone Alexander Dobson lent their
voices to a diverse range of pieces — from
operatic classics to Broadway favourites.
They were masterfully accompanied
by pianist Professor Michael McMahon, a
top voice trainer in Canada.
The event was brought to Nassau by
Mr And Mrs Alexis Nihon and Montrealer Sandra Wilson,

the founder of

Bizet-Broadway, in conjunction with the
Nassau Music Society.
The Bizet-Broadway team included:
chair Cornelia Nihon, Elizabeth Covington, Melissa Maura, Rosemary Alexiou,

Patrick Thompson and Italia Wakins-Jan.
They thanked their corporate sponsors, Winterhotham Trust Co Ltd; Seren-

ity Point, Abaco; Fab Finds Gift Shop
and Tommy Hilfiger, for their generous
support.
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The Partners Health Plan!!!

Helping You
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Our Lucaya Beach & Golf Resort, Freeport, Grand Bahama
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With

“MARITIME SECTOR AND THE ENVIRONMENT”
February 2nd - 4th, 2011
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Self-Funded Health

Plan

FORM

Firm Name

Oooo

—

~

Cruise Lines

oO

Firm Category
Suppliers
4 Oil Companies
o Car Carriers
o Management Firm

=e

Tag Operators

.

Others

N

Is The High Cost Of Medical
‘

Insurance Coverage Stressing You?
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We Have A Solution For You!
Call A Partners Health Plan Representative Today To Discuss A
Self-Funded Health Plan Tailored For You And Your Company
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Country
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Excellent Benefits:
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1: $1,000,000
/ Person / Year!!!

Participant 2:

2: No Co-Pay, No Co-Insurance In The Bahamas
(Pre-Certified & In-Network Care)
3: Markedly Reduced Premiums (25% - 50%)

Participant 3:
Participant 4:

Participants.

More Value! | Less Money!!!II

Participant 6:

Registered Office at

Participant 7:

Assured Financial Services, (AFS)

Insurance Agents & Brokers, Ltd.

Parte}pant 2

.

432 East Bay Street and Victoria Avenue
P. O. Box N-4296

Participant 9:

€

Participant 10:

Nassau, The Bahamas
Tel: 322-6735 or 225-3703
Visit Us At

Ministry.of The Environment, Dockendale House
Secretariat, Phone: 242- 328-2701/5 or 242-397-5537
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8-1324

The Partners Health Plan

www.ThePartnersHealthPlan.com

Email: office@bahamasinternationalmaritineconterence.com
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LEFT: Organising
committee member
Melissa Maura,
soprano Beverly
McArthur and Linda
Thompson, wife of
Nassau Music
Society president
Patrick Thompson.

FAR LEFT: BizetBroadway local
chair Cornelia
Nihon, soprano
Gianna Corbisiero,

organising
committee member
Liz Covington
and soprano

Beverly McArthur.

DAZZLING:
Soprano Gianna
Corbisiero
delivers a
OSrNOIALAEI|
performance
1fc0)0NmN si FASS

OMG

MEMORABLE PERFORMERS: Accompanying pianist, Professor Michael McMahon of McGill University,

flanked by his wife and Tim Covington.
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New Disney cruise ship
aims to please everybody
coaster" whose clear tubes wind
and twist above the highest
decks, but the Disney whimsy
here is more understated than
you might expect. Art deco interiors and other classic touches
in common areas hark back toa
time when only the very wealthy
could afford to sail on ocean liners. From the atrium's massive
chandelier to the plush theatre,
it's a grand display.
"The goal was to create an
experience for all generations
— for people who come with

By MITCH STACY
Associated Press

PORT CANAVERAL, Fla.
(AP) — The christening ceremony, complete with elaborate
musical number, fireworks and a

16-foot champagne bottle, was
typical in-your-face Disney. The
best attributes of the company's
newest cruise ship, though,
aren't quite so over-the-top.
Oh, the 4,000-passenger Disney Dream certainly has some
wows,

like a 765-foot

"water

grandparents and great-grandparents, for people who come
without children,” Disney CEO
Bob Iger said in an interview
with The Associated Press last
week on one of the Dream's first
trips out of Port Canaveral. "I
think everybody takes out of it
what they want, but I think
we're providing a tremendous
amount of surprise, too."
Still, the Disney brand is never far away. Blankets, bedside
light fixtures and bath towels
bear silhouettes of Mickey

JUST ARRIVED

NEW STOCK *

a

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Honda Accords from..................$6,600,00

serseescenersees Ay PODO0

Missan March.

THIS UNDATED photo courtesy of D avid Roark for Disney shows the 4,000-passenger Disney Dream cruise
ship. The Disney Dream, the company's newest cruise ship, offers modern features, new innovations and

unmistakable Disney touches. (AP)
Mouse. The 150 inside staterooms, typically the cheapest
accommodations on a ship
because they lack windows, are
equipped with "virtual portholes" providing live views outside the ship. But the innovative video feed is not just sea
and sky; it's embellished by the
occasional appearance of Disney characters.
A technology-filled children's
area called the Oceaneer Club
promises to keep kids stimulated while parents relax by a quiet pool or pull up a bar stool in
one of the chic clubs in an
adults-only area called The District. The Oceaneer Club's 103inch plasma TV screen shows

ALWAYS INCLUDED

movies, but also offers interac-

* | month warranty.

Crush from "Finding Nemo." In
a neat show of Disney innovation, Crush appears to hold
spontaneous conversations with
guests, responding appropriately to whatever they might say.
Crush is also the star of an
interactive experience in an
assigned-seat dinner restaurant

tions with an animated character, the surfer-dude sea turtle

* License and Inspection.
* Gas Voucher.

Zero down

called the Animator's Palate,

from $199.00 per month.

Village Rood near Shirley Street
Tel: 394-0323,/5 OR 394-1377

Cormichoe! Road

Tel: 341-1070/1

* Fax: 341-1072

working the room on huge video
screens with other "Nemo"
characters and marveling at diners in the "human tank." In 22
other places around the Dream,
“enchanted art" on walls comes
alive when guests approach,
thanks to nifty video techniques
and motion detectors.
"Technology is an enabler
throughout the entire ship,” Disney Cruise Line President Karl
Holz said. “It brings the ship to
life in many, many different
ways."

Fl
THIS UNDATED photo cou rtesy of Diana Zalucky for Disney shows young
guests on the Magic PlayFloor
at the Oceaneer Club on the Disney Dream
cruise ship. The Magic PlayFloor is an interactive floor that allows children
to engage in group activities where their movements control the action. (AP)
The backdrop for an adult
bar called Skyline is a huge faux
window offering pictures of bigcity skylines. A massive video
screen over the main swimming
pool shows cartoons and drives
the raucous "Pirates of the
Caribbean" deck party.
This ship also has more
entertainment for ‘tweens and
teens, a demographic that wasn't
as engaged as younger kids on
Disney's other two ships, said
Carolyn Spencer Brown, editorin-chief of CruiseCritic.com. As
a result, Brown said, Disney was

losing families with kids older
than 10 to some of the other
lines.
The Dream carved out a larger, cooler, no-parents-allowed
space for teens connected to a

private sun deck. The Oceaneer

Lab is chock-full of video games
and other technology for
‘tweens.
"T think that was the one
thing they really had to nail,"
Brown said.
Food in family dining areas is
above-average, with fancy datenight experiences available for
an extra charge in ship-top
French and Italian restaurants.
The Disney Dream, carrying
40 per cent more passengers
than either of the two existing
ships in the fleet, is sailing three, four- and five-night cruises to
the Bahamas and Disney's private island. Its twin, the Disney
Fantasy, is due to be delivered
to Port Canaveral next year.
They are the first new ships
since Disney Cruise Line
launched in 1998.

THIDUNE TRIVIA
Yesterday's Question
In_Ya Ear’ mentioned a few of their most memorable
first week auditions for American Idol season 10?
Name at least two of the contestants named.

Yesterdays Answer
Travis Orlando, Brielle Von

Hugel, Melinda Ademi,

Ashley Sullivan and Yoji Pop

Yesterdays Winners
opts
2uts
1pt

Ashorntae McQueen
Jillian Mullings
Tangy Cartwright

Click the ‘Like’ button on the Tribune News

Network Facebook page to play
Tribune Trivia

*Nassau Residents Only

Winl!l!

Win!!!

One Lucky Winner monthly. Pick up a copy
of TheTribune and visit us on facebook.
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Geotfrey Jonas offers the fine line of General
Electric appliances designed to suit every
need with performance quality and style. Our

competitive prices and full service department,

Ghartinl

ia

make us your ultimate appliance centre

1 day Hotel

1 day car rental

(1) Roundtrip Airfare
Nassau to Miami

When booking your next trip to Florida, choose
Bahamasair, Dollar/Thrifty and The Best Western
TO DISCUSS

STORIES

ON THIS

PAGE

LOG

ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

THE TRIBUNE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 2011, PAGE 13
LOCAL NEWS

Baby Doc return ‘not comparable
to impact Aristide would have’

Local HVAC

Company

in need of the following;

Pipe-Fitters
Sheetmetal Workers
Insulators
A/C Control Electricians

Helpers
home freely — that escapes
President Aristide.

FROM page one

Furthermore,

lobbying the Haitian government for years to reissue his
expired passport so he can
return from South Africa.
To this day, Aristide has
“millions and millions” of
supporters, said Dr Newry, in

Aristide,

Even

SERIOUS

ENQUIRIES

NEED

APPLY

still, President Aris-

tide’s exile remains a mystery

a

to many.

“Not even his staunchest
opponents can give a sound
legal reason why Aristide is
barred from returning,”
according to international
ton, associate professor of history at the University of
Toronto.
Aristide recently reissued
an appeal to the Haitian and
South African governments
to facilitate his return.
“Since my forced arrival in
the Mother Continent six and
a half years ago, the people
of Haiti have never stopped
calling for my return to Haiti.
Despite the enormous challenges that they face in the
aftermath of the deadly Janu-

is still there, and Aristide is a

fy
aie tip.

determination to make the
return happen has increased,”
said President Aristide in a

A year before Aristide’s
“forced”

removal,

tion how

Iam ready. Once again I
express my readiness to leave
today, tomorrow, at any time.
The purpose is very clear, to
contribute to serving my Haitian sisters and brothers as a
simple citizen in the field of
education.”

demanded France repay Haiti
of

more than $21 billion.
Now

a leader

who human rights activists
across the world accuse of
committing gross human
rights abuses, was able to
enjoy a privilege — returning

he

with interest, an amount

Duvalier,

that Aristide is back

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

qld |SIG HORT TATE Ue fan

recent statement.
“As far as I am concerned,

in the spotlight, some ques-

lation.

Deion

| 0am

ary 12, 2010, earthquake, their

HAITI'S FORMER DICTATOR Jean-Claude Duvalier, center, and his
longtime companion Veronique Roy, left, leave court as LouisJodel Chamblain, right, leads Duvalier by the arm in Port-auPrince, Haiti, last week. (AP)

Marine Resources

GURL oe

observers, like Melanie New-

political party, the Lavalas
Party, still has a large support
base, even though it was
barred from fielding candidates in the November 28
presidential election.
“Tt is not the same thing as
President Duvalier. His party

said.
After Haiti defeated their
former colonial rulers 200
years ago, becoming the
hemisphere's first independent black nation, they were
forced to pay 90 million gold
francs to France as reparations or face international iso-

AND

he said: “There is nothing in
the Haitian constitution that
says if you go into selfimposed exile you can’t come
back.”

whose

that was almost offensive,” he

ONLY BAHAMIANS

the better. As for Duvalier,

said Dr

consummate politician, consummate. Plus he is an intellectual. He has written 17
books and speaks eight languages. There is no comparison,” said Dr Newry.
“Part of Aristide’s difficulty is that he more or less
thumbed his nose at the great
powers and he did it in a way

hvacbahamas@hotmail.com

a passport to travel from
France to Guadeloupe.
Dr Newry predicts Aristide’s fortunes will change for

Newry.
Furthermore he was arrested and is now being investigated on charges of corruption and embezzlement from
his time in power.
Beyond the hype, Dr
Newry said, his return will
have “no impact on the political or economic situation.”
The same cannot be said for
President

Please send complete resumes via email to:

torate, Duvalier did not need

after 25 years of self-imposed
exile, was greeted by a few
supporters; a far cry from a
welcome”,

¢ Minimum 3 - 5 years experience in HVAC
installation & development
* Knowledge of Spanish language

have

been claims that Duvalier
travelled from Guadeloupe
on an “expired” Haitian passport. Being a French protec-

comparison to Duvalier, who,

“hero’s

there

Qualifications:

;
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FOCOL HOLDINGS LTD

For the Quarter Ended Octeber 31, 2010

OHECLIDATED

STATEMENT

(B g000)

OF

FINAWCIAL

FOSITION

(UNAUDITED)

On behalf of the Board of Director,
lam pleased to report the first quar-

ter results for FOCOL Holdings. The
net income for the quarter ended
October 31, 2010 was $4,849 million
compared
to $4.588 million last
yeor. Our recent investments and
improvements
fo our operations

a1,
Assets
Liabllitiaes

Shareholders’
Total

&

31,

20190

136,849

25,435

23,6598

140), 525

shareholders’

Jaly

140, 525

115,050

equity

Liabilities

2010

a

113,151
*

a

136,885

equity

have allowed us to maintain profitability in difficult times.
COMSOLIDATED
IXCOME

We

look

forward

to

maintaining

these resulis as we make improve
ments to our retail network and to
other areas of the company. We

Cesgt

of

ta take advantage of strategic op-

Grease

increasing

divi-

Three

months

Octeber

also continue to position ounelves

by

COMPREHENSIVE

(B 4000)

&

shareholders

OF

(UHAUDITED)

Sale

portunities that may be available
by eliminating long tenm debt. In
eddition to this we have been able
fa make tangible returns to our

STATEMENT

revenues

Other

administrative

Hat

and

general

[

(#xpense)

Income

89,584
{aT , 725)

Li, a5

{ 6,652)

{

cost
income

5

12,179

Depreciation
Finance

27010

(56,304)

profit

Marketing,

31,
65,403

sales

Three months andad
Octeber 31, 2009

ended

&90)

1)

13
4,845

dends.
The

Board

of

Directors

fhanks

our

loyal shareholders and decicated
staff for their continued confidence
in FOCOL Holdings.

afk

Uh
¥

Basic

GArnings

Dividends

per

par

share

share

Copies
of
a
full
set
of
the
audited
financial
statements
can
he
obtained
from
Stephen
Adderley
(sadderleyffocol.com),
at
the
Freeport
6i1
Company located
on Queens
Highway,
Freeport,
Grand Bahama,
Monday
through Friday from #:30 AM TO 5:00 PH.

|
rs

Sa Albert J. Miller, KCMG
Chairman and President
FOCSL Reldings Limited
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Teacher guilty in student sex case

FROM page one
showed no emotion.
The Crown indicated to
the court that it did not
intend to pursue the not
guilty verdicts for counts six
and seven.

He taught one of the boys
for five years, and the second for only six weeks.
The young men testified
that they were in the seventh
grade when Birbal had sex
with them for the first time
in his classroom and took
nude photographs of them
in 2002.
According to their evi-

Birbal, a Trinidadian, was

employed as an art teacher
at the Eight Mile Rock High
School for 18 years, before
resigning in 2009, after allegations surfaced.

dence, the teacher gave them
money and continued to have
sex with them over the years
in the classroom, at his apartment,

and

various

other

places up until they were
graduated from high school.
Justice Longley advised the
jury, in his summation, that
they must not allow sympathy or prejudice to influence
them, but that they must base
their findings entirely on the
evidence.
He said they must be satisfied that the offences were
committed before the boys
attained the age of 18 in
order to convict Birbal.
The judge then told them
that any adult male who has
sexual intercourse with
another male under the age

Bedding 8

of 18, with or without

Appliances

their

consent, is guilty of the
offence of unnatural sexual
intercourse.
He also told jurors that
credibility is a critical issue
in the case because people

TEN TRANSFERRED
FROM MINISTRY
AMID CORRUPTION,
THEFT ALLEGATIONS

for a variety of reasons, tell
lies.
Justice Longley said children sometimes have fantasies and make up things.
He noted that although evidence was given in court that
Birbal was a man of good
character,

and

caution,”

Justice

Longley said.
After addressing the jury
around 11.45am, the jury
retired

ter revealed yesterday.
“These issues have been
going on for some time

that he was

involved in his church outreach programme and that
he was never arrested in the
Bahamas, good character
cannot provide a defence.
“You must approach the
case with

FROM page one

to deliberate,

but

returned around 2.30pm for a
read back. At 4.45pm, the
jury returned with the verdicts.
Justice Longley asked
Carlson Shurland whether he
wanted to give a mitigating
plea on behalf of his client
before passing sentence.
Mr Shurland asked for

now, and it’s about time
that someone puts a stop
to this,” he said.

ANDRE BIRBAL outside

Yesterday, Inspector
Ricardo Richardson at the
Quakoo Street Police Station confirmed officers
were investigating the latest complaint where a ministry employee was found
with a “laundry list” of
items that had been taken
from a storage unit.
Witnessed by two police
officers, and an acting
supervisor at the ministry,
the employee — whose
name is being withheld at
this time — was found
with more than 80 items in
his vehicle.
Among
them
were

of court yesterday.
some time to properly prepare for mitigation. He then
indicated that the defence
intended to appeal.
Justice Longley deferred
sentencing to February 1. He
thanked the jury for their service.
“Tt is not an easy task but it
is a necessary and important
job. It is an old institution
that has been used for many
years, and it has served us
well,” he said.

books,

BAR ASSOCIATION TIGHT-LIPPED ON
GOVERNMENT ULTIMATUM REPORTS

Car Amps 50
5b oft

Roll-away beds starting at

199.9%

FROM page one

-

lrons 2 for $36.9"

Holy

——

Reguiar beds, semi-othopedeic beds,
olhopediac, pillow top & memory foam
Apt. size stoves starting af §399 00

a
a

We also stock washes, dyers, refrigerators,

flat screen, t.v.'s and more,
Ask for
Shavan or Rodrick

Bahama Avenue
323-4153

Bible, pens, rulers,

scissors and other stationary.
“We have a complaint,”
Inspector Richardson told
The Tribune.
“Accusations are being
made and the matter is still
under investigation. But
suffice it to say we are
looking into a particular
matter at the Ministry of

cumstances.”

Mrs Graham-Allen quashed media reports
late last year that indicated that she had not
resubmitted her application after it was
returned. In October, officials in the department said that although Mrs Graham-Allen's
application was returned, the DPP resubmitted
the form following written communication
from the Bar about the corrections needed.
Speaking out as one of the two objectors
who appeared at Mrs Graham-Allen’s Bar
Council hearing last month, Fox Hill MP Fred
Mitchell urged the council to “stand its
ground.”
Mr Mitchell said: “The courts of The
Bahamas have made several interventions on
matters that are pending before the courts and
how the executive ought to deal with these
matters. The case law suggests that the Bar
Council should simply wait until the Supreme
Court makes a decision in the matter of Cheryl

a bar of

coral soap, power surges, a

Grant Bethel and the Government. That
would be the prudent thing to do in these cir-

Car radios starting at $10.04

markers,

Mr Mitchell explained that threat of legal
action from the Office of the Attorney General
was political, as it meant that it was approved
by the Attorney General and sanctioned by the

Education,” he said.

At this point, Inspector
Richardson said their
investigations are still in
its “primary stage.”
As it relates to this latest

government.

Mr Mitchell added: “Don’t be surprised if
they fail in the Courts to force the call, that the
FNM administration will seek to go to Parliament to amend the law to change the right of
the Bar Council to have a say in the matter —I
hope that the Bar Council does not knuckle
under to this nonsense.”
Mrs Grant-Bethell filed an application for
judicial review last year after being passed
over for the post of Director of Public Prosecutions to be appointed instead to the post of
Deputy Law Reform Commissioner.
The hearing continued last week when it
was argued that the attorney general was not a
proper party to the proceedings.

matter, the Director of
Education, Lionel Sands

said he was aware of the
investigation as he also had
been interviewed by police
in relation to the case.
When contacted by The
Tribune yesterday, the
Minister of Education
Desmond
Bannister
refused to comment.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

SPECIALTY CLINIC AT
DOCTORS HOSPITAL

Should BIC be sold?

As we continueto grieve the sudden death of
our colleaque, friend and physician, we wish to
thank you all for your cards, telephone calls

and sympathy, We appreciate your kindness
and wish you all God's richest blessings. Thank

you,
This is to advise all patients of Dr. Willard
JJ. Thompson who consulted with him at
the Specialty Clinic at Doctors Hospital;
that alternate specialist Orthopaedic care is

now available at the clinic.
SS

I think it’s needed in

a

a

order for the country
i-

Please contact the Sessional Clinic at
:

302-4684

further

for

he!

Bahamas to competition.”

,
oo
.

Aiba

opportunity for credi;

“:

management contract.”

I think it’s a good

DIMTY 80 we fan compete
with

or

information

HOSPITAL
Howl er 19

GG
ae
bea aes
the
ing. It opens

eiked coopertion”

@ Derrick Gibson,

@ Patrice Duncombe,

email: info@doctorshosp.com
DOCTORS

CG

GC

para-legal

student

@ Shakara Maycock,

Troy Clarke, president

sales

and CEO, LEAD Institute

Q)

.
Notice

Sweet Pea Limited
(In voluntary Liquidation)
Notice is hereby given that the above-named Company is in
dissolution, commencing on the 15th day of December, 2010.
Articles of Dissolution have been duly registered by the Registrar.
The Liquidator is HLB

6 6

Garbage!”

BTC
is
needed
by
Cable and Wireless.”

Galanis & Co., PO. Box N-3205, Nassau

Bahamas.
All persons having claims against the above-named Company are
required on or before the 25th day of February, 2011 to send their
names and address and particulars of their debts or claims to the

Liquidation of the Company or, in default thereof, they may be
excluded from the benefits or any distribution made before such

@ Shavonne Sherman,
student

i Marina Kerr,
beauty advisor

www.doctarshasp,com

MINISTRY OF WORKS & TRANSPORT

wt:

NOTICE

Co

debts are proved. Dated this 25th day of January, 2011

Philip Galanis
Liquidator

eee cme
Ree
ere wees

BAILLOU HILL ROAD
Temporary Road Closure & Diversions

hae et ele!
elects eee tle

(2) Assistant
*

Jose Cartellone Construcciones Civiles S.A wishes to advise the motoring public that continuous road

Bran

ch

Managers

The successful

candidates should

construction works will be carried out on sections of Baillou Hill Road, the works proceed north towards
Duke Street from January 31, 2011.
:

.

:

.

Motorists are advised to follow the Traffic Management in
implemented:

place as ROAD

.

CLOSURES will be

possess the

following qualificat - i ———
+ Minimum — Bachelor's Degree in Banking or a
related field

The Road Closures will be implemented in phases with the construction activities taking place one after

+

Atleast 7 or more years banking experience

another as follows:-

+

Must have retail banking experience in lending

East-side of Baillou Hill Road — approximately 7 weeks (from Wulff Rd. - Brougham Street)
West-side of Balliou Hill Road — approximately 5 weeks (from Wulff Rd. —- Brougham Street)
Full width of Baillou Hill Road — approximately 6 weeks (from Brougham Street — Chapel)
NORTHBOUND - WULFF ROAD —> MARKET STREET —»BROUGHAM
SOUTHBOUND - BROUGHAM STREET—»> MARKET STREET

STREET.

Key Skills required:
Strong Leadership
Problem Account Management
Demonstrated written and verbal communication

skills

* Sirong Negotiating/ Selling Skills
* Relationship building & Coaching Skills

Detours will be clearly marked to allow the safe passage for pedestrians & motorist. Local Access will
be granted to residences & businesses that may be affected during construction.

* Analytical Skills
* Good judgement
* Effectively manage Risk

For further information please contact :

* Microsoft Office Proficiency (Word, Excel, Outlook)

Jose Cartellone Construcciones Civiles S.A

Ministry of Works & Transport

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

The Project Execution Unit

Offiice:(242)322-8341/322-2610

Hotline: (242) 302-9700

Email: bahamasneighbor@cartellone.com.ar

Email: publicworks@bahamas.gov.bs

T80
FLUE

HILy

&

Bp

Responsibilities include:
Supporting the Branch Manager by leading the

establishment and achievement of team sales

objectives, and related activities to achieve superior
client experience, optimal business retention,
profitable growth and productiviry
Developing RBC and community relationships to
capitalise on business opportunities.
Providing ongoing coaching and development of
staff, ensuring a high level of employee
commitment and capability through focused
sales! service Management routines,
Balancing the rewards of meeting business
objectives with the risk of loss to the customer,
employee and shareholder by following corporate
compliance/ policies ta maintain risk exposure and
to operate within the legal framework.

A competitive compensation package (base salary &
bonus) will commensurate with relevant experience
and qualifications,
Please apply by January 28, 2011 to:
Assistant Manager
Recruitment & Employee Development
RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited
Bahamas Regional Office
Human Resources Department
PO, Box N-7549

Nassau, WP, Rahannas
Via faxs (242) 322-1567

Via email: baheayjpetbccom

—
]

MARKET

=
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Water Corporation: ‘Future

not good’ if no action plan
By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Mi Seeking government approval for 3-5 year turnaround
strategy
li ‘No significant improvement’ in short-term to losses

The Water & Sewerage Corporation’s future will “not look
good” unless it implements a
three-five year turnaround plan
to make it financially sustainable, its general manager conceding to Tribune Business that
there would be “no significant
improvement” on losses running at $25 million per annum
in the short-term.
Revealing that the Corporation was still in discussions with
the Government over the proposed turnaround plan’s details

that last hit $25m per annum
@ Corporation targets minimum $6m savings from nonrevenue water contract, cutting losses from 5.5m gallons
or 55% to 2.5m

@ Suffering 35-40% market share, but hoping to bring
NPDevCo discussions to February close

SEE page 8B

Freeport medical school in new snag

SU
Ua
a

- Ross University still

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net
Two international companies will be cutting their New
Providence and Freeport staff

_ assessing ‘how best
' to leverage’ Grand
_ Bahama campus
in international
expansion
{

levels in short order, Tribune
Business has learned.

From a total of 45 passenger service agents and 19
ramp agents employed in Nassau, American Eagle, a

regional affiliate of American
Airlines, will reduce these

numbers in March by four
passenger service agents and
one ramp agent.

Meanwhile, 17 passenger
agents will see their hours
reduced by as much as 50 per
cent, from 40 hours to 20 per
week. Six full-time ramp
agents will have their work
hours cut from a 40-hour
guaranteed minimum to a 20hour minimum, Tribune Busi-

ness has been reliably
informed.
It is understood that staff
have not yet been formally
notified of the move, which is

scheduled to be implemented
in early March, and be based
on “seniority”. A source with
knowledge of the decision
said it was based on a decline
in business at the airline,

which provides daily service

from Miami to Nassau. Grand
(
Bahama, Abaco, Eleuthera
and Exuma, and from Dallas

Government

DeVry University is still
exploring “how best to leverage” its Ross University medical school in Freeport as part
of its overall international
expansion strategy, it was
revealed yesterday, the facility having hit another snag

December

31, 2010, yester-

day, DeVry said the medical
school its Ross University
subsidiary had established in
Freeport had won licensing

SEE page 7B

Bank

aided

(IDB),

are

“working feverishly” on the

i
i
i
i
i

Small and Medium-Sized
Business Development Act,
Tribune Business was told,
with all sides wanting to
ensure the infrastructure to

? implement the legislation is

i in place before it becomes
i: law.
Khaalis

Rolle,

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Increased competition and
demand for ‘value deals’ has prevented major Bahamian hotels
from increasing their average dai-

ly room rate (ADR) to pre-recession levels, the Bahamas

Hotel

Association (BHA) president yesterday saying they were down on

average by $15-$16, as he warned:
“There’s no silver bullet.”

STUART BOWE

Stuart Bowe also confirmed
that the 2011 first quarter was not working out as expected
for the major Nassau and Paradise Island resorts, with February and March “trending behind what was forecast”, but

SEE page 9B

Concerns about demands
that foreign executives get
work permits to enter the
Bahamas to attend sameday meetings, and the length
of time it can take to get
specialist engineers in from
abroad, were raised last
week with the Minister of
Immigration by executives
from industrial companies
operating in Freeport, Tribune Business can reveal.

i? by the Inter-American Devel-

? opment

* February and March trending behind
forecast, says BHA president
* Rates still $15-$16 behind pre-recession
levels, with occupancies ahead of 2009
and closing on 2008 levels
* Rate weakness impacts revenues and
profits

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

; Bahamas Chamber of Comi merce and Employers Con-

i federation (BCCEC),

‘No silver bullet’
on hotels’ room
rate weakness

FREEPORT FIRMS RAISE CONCERN
OVER ENGINEERWORK PERMITS

and

KHAALIS ROLLE

Demands that executives

flying in for same-day
meetings also obtain
work permits among
issues raised with
Deputy PM
This was confirmed yesterday by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Immigration, Brent Symonette,

SEE page 4B

the

i BCCEC’s chairman, said his
i
i
i?
?
i
;
i
i

organisation and the Government met to discuss the Act
prior to Christmas, both coming away with an “action plan
of things we need to do” on
their respective sides to make
the legislation - eagerly anticipated by Bahamian small
businesses
and entrepreneurs
,
-areality.
Acknowledging that it was
“taking a bit longer than initially planned” to complete
the Act’s drafting and subse-

}

comment, an airline executive
at American Eagle told Tribune Business it would not be
commenting on the situation.

}
i
i
i quent presentation to Cabii net and Parliament, Mr Rolle
i? said the first draft of the leg-

SEE page 3B

Tribune Business Editor

over financial aid for students.
Unveiling its half-year
results for the period to

By NEIL HARTNELL
i Tribune Business Editor

Fort Worth to Nassau, on four
days of the week.
Contacted yesterday for

In Freeport, sources close
to operations at the Freeport

By NEIL HARTNELL

GOVT AND CHAMBER ‘WORKING
FEVERISHLY’ ON SMALL FIRM ACT
The

Apply online or at
your nearest branch.

i

SEE page 7B

this year with a

BOB Christ
Club Accoun

Wf Complete Building Suaptics
Stove”

* Lumber/ Plywood / Building Supplies
«Paint Supplies « Tiles
* Power Tools & Hand Tools
« Fasteners * Screws & Nails

* Electrical & Plumbing Supplies
«Doors & Windows

* Housewares » Lawn & Garden Supplies
* Pet Supplies * Lighting & Faucet Fixtures
WE SHIP TO THE FAMILY ISLANDS
Gladstone Road (soul) « Nassau, Bahamas.

Telephone: (242) 341-7871

Oe

nnovahons

as.com

| 242-397-3000

y. Accounts may be opened until June 30th,

|

Bank of Solutions.
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Drawing the correct conclusion on design
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n this world of computers
and technology, have the
tules changed? Do today’s
designers really need to
know how to draw? We are living in a world where freelance
illustrators are just an e-mail away, where stock photography
and illustration costs only a few dollars, and Photoshop
allows us to turn any image into a piece of art. So, is it
important in this age of technology for a designer to know
how to draw? This is one of the most frequent questions
clients always ask.
Yes, I'd love to tell you that drawing skills are just a
‘plus’ or that the age of pencils has passed. But I can’t,
even though I’m sure many of you could argue this point. ’m
sure there are some exceptions to the rule out there, but they
would be anomalies and curiosities to be considered, but not
emulated. For instance, being a designer who never draws is
a bit like being the musician who never learns a scale and
simply plays by ear. That musician might be able to eke out
some great tunes and make some great recordings but, in the
end, they will never escape the limits of their self-imposed
exile from even greater achievements.
Great colour palettes can simply be copied. However,
there is math and hard science behind colour theory that one
can learn. Great layouts can be copied, but again there is
demonstrable math and theory as to why a great layout is
truly great. Drawing, along with the study of things such as
composition and typography, all work in concert to make us
designers even better than we would be without them.
Drawing is the fundamental skill of visual artists of any
stripe.
The better we draw, the better we paint and the better we
design, since drawing contains all the problems and pitfalls
we must overcome as designers.
If we never fully overcome the problems with a pencil, we
will never fully solve our graphic design issues with much
cruder tools.
Drawing skills are also a big advantage while working
with professional photographers, animators and illustrators. It will be much easier to communicate with your illustrators and photographers if you can give them a sketch of
what you want.
Here are the reasons why I believe every designer should
know how to draw:
It makes you a Better Communicator: I can’t tell how
many times I’ve been in the middle of trying to explain
something when I finally stopped, and said: “Can I draw you
a picture?” It works. Can’t quite describe the shape you have
in mind for the trade show booth? Draw a picture. Can’t
quite bend in the position of the ballerina you want on the
cover of the DVD case? Draw a picture. I reckon a simple
drawing can place you and your client on the same page.
You have to remember that as an artist you are a visual
person. You can imagine what something looks like as you
hear a description. However, most of your clients will not be
visual people. They won’t understand a word you are saying
until they can see it. Instead of trying to explain what you are
thinking, sketch your ideas while you discuss the project with
the client. That way, the client can provide immediate feed-
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ONE conversation

can change so much

SEE page 10B
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For more information visit
www.firstcaribbeanbank.com,'
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or a branch near you.

We'll make it worth your while.
»

FIRSTCARIBBEAN
INTERNATIONAL

STORIES

NOTICE
IN THE ESTATE OF AVERY B.
HUMES domiciled and late of
Joan’s Height’s, New Providence,
The Bahamas, deceased.

There are more benefits when you SWITCH!

TO DISCUSS

Beautiful spacious studio apartment.
Fully furnished
$550 to move in & $175 weekly
plus electricity
4 months minimum stay.

Tel: 325-1325 | 325-1408
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GAIN:
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* Preapproved creckt card
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*
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TOGETHER.

NOTICE is hereby given that all persons
having any claim or demand against or
interest in the above Estate should send
same duly certified in writing to the
undersigned on or before 15th February,
2011 after which date the Administratrix
will proceed to distribute the assets of the
Estate having regard only to the claims,
demands or interests of which she shall
then have had notice AND all persons
indebted to the above Estate are asked to
settle such debts on or before 15th February,
2011.
V.M. LIGHTBOURNE

& CO.

Attorneys for the Administratrix
Chambers
P.O. Box AB-20365
Marsh Harbour, Abaco,
The Bahamas
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Container Port informed this
newspaper yesterday that
“between five and 10”
employees will be let go due
to alleged “absenteeism”,
combined with business volumes that are still lower than
where they were before the
March 2010 tornado that
damaged numerous key
pieces of heavy equipment at
the port.

Younger
The source said that with a
younger workforce at
Freeport Container Port than
is traditionally seen at many1
of company-owner, Hutchison

Whampoa's,>
Lother
imterna:
tional ports, executives have
been blighted by the problem
of employees failing to show
up for work.
“They are saying they have
to weed out those who want
to work from those who don’t
want to work,” the source

said. “With the younger guys,

ere
ela
a
Nacneee
ges
aa
es and have fewer responsibilities, so when they get paid
generously after some double
shifts they often don’t show
up to work again the following week. It’s a particular
problem with the young men.
The women are more reliable.”
Tribune Business understands that after the tornado
in 2010, five cranes which are

used to move containers in
the port were taken out of
operation due to damage sus-

at Our Lucaya hotel
| By ALISON LOWE

1 take the necessary poll
and then do what we
have to do.”
The BHMA’s threats
of industrial action is the
second incident of
union-related upheaval
at the Our Lucaya property since the beginning
of the year.
Last week, a poll was
OBIE FERGUSON
conducted at the property by the Department
of Labour to determine if the Bahamas
Hotel Catering and Allied Workers Union
(BHCAWU), headed by Nicole Martin,
would continue to represent the resort’s line
workers. The BHCAWU’s representation
was being challenged by the Commonwealth
Union of Hotel Services and Allied Workers
Union as the bargaining agent for the hotel.
Meanwhile, on January 6, Ms Martin confirmed that she had received a memo from
the Prime Minister outlining a number of
labour-related "concerns" raised by Hutchison Whampoa executies about the Our
Lucaya property during his October meeting
with them in China.
Ms Martin said she was not aware what
these concerns were before Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham forwarded his memo,
adding that the BHCAWU had its own concerns about increases owed to line staff at
the hotel under their industrial agreement,
which had not been paid for over two years.
The resort, which recently announced that
its Christmas season was not as good as
hoped, has told the union since 2009 that it
is not in a financial position which would
allow it to meet those pay demands.
It was previously acknowledged that owners Hutchison-Whampoa have been subsidising payroll at the hotel, with the Prime
Minister praising the company for its supportive attitude towards the hotel and its
staff during difficult financial times.

: Business Reporter
: alowe@tribunemedia.net
A trade union leader yesterday accused a
leading resort of “union busting” tactics by
; planning to lay-off 50 managerial level staff.
Obie Ferguson, president of the Bahamas
Hotel Managerial Association

(BHMA),

: said the union has asked the Minister of
: Labour, Dion Foulkes, to allow the BHMA
i - which he said represents over 100 staff at

: the Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort - to

: carry out a strike vote that would pave the
: way for disruptive industrial action at the
i Freeport property.
Contacted for comment yesterday on Mr
i Ferguson’s claims, Tribune Business was
? informed that general manager Michael

i Weber was in a meeting, and a response
? was not forthcoming up to press time.
Mr Ferguson alleged that that the hotel’s
plan
to
let
50
employees
go
in
a
“phased”
;
.
:
? manner was intended to remove the union as
i the bargaining agent for its managerial staff.
? The union must have “50 per cent plus one”
of the staff’s support to be recognised.
Mr Ferguson said the latest setback came
i after the BHMA sought to reach an indus: trial agreement with the hotel. Several recent
i meetings, the latest set for early February,
: had been cancelled, he said, leading to
? increased tension between the union and

i the Our Lucaya executive team.
“The objective here is not to have indus-

? trial action - that can’t be the objective tained.
Of
these,
cranes
five,
:
:
but if you put my back up against the wall,
ola,
seven
aad
eight
have
Leen
?
what
do
you
expect
me
to
do?
If
we
can
brought back on stream,
r
negotiate
an
agreement,
why can’t we sign
!
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: it? If there’s something wrong come back to

worked on” and crane ten -

the table?” Mr Ferguson said.
the tornado strike resulted in
“Now the economy is showing signs of
the death of three workers - is
recovery, I thought that now would be the
still out of operation and set
? time to do what should be done. Workers
the crane whose collapse after

to be replaced by a “crane

i rights are as important as profits. We will

Mrs. Anita Collie-Pratt is no longer
President of the Acklins Trade
Development Association and is
authorized to conduct any business
behalf of the Association.

International Business Companies Act 2000

FRUITLAND INVEST LTD.
(In Voluntary Liquidation)

Notice is hereby given in accordance of Section
138 (4) of the International Business Companies
Act,

Fruitland

Invest

Ltd.

is in Dissolution.

The date of commencement of the dissolution was

25th day of January 2011.
Diane Fletcher of Buen Retiro, Nassau, Bahamas

is the Liquidator of FRUITLAND INVEST LTD.

Diane Fletcher
Liquidator

BAHAMAS

BROADCASTING CORPORATION OF THE BAHAMAS

Scotiabank (Bahamas) Ltd.
Is currently seeking applications for the following position:

VACANCY NOTICE

Senior Manager, Client Relationships
Corporate & Commercial Banking Centre
Position Summary:
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Freeport firms raise concern
over engineerwork permits

Start The New Year
by Investing In Your Future
The Certified General

Accountant (CGA)
professional designation offers aspiring
professionals a distinctive edge - opening
doors of unlimited career opportunities.
You can work full-time while studying.

FROM
who held
day with
of Grand
primarily
nies.
Grand

For details visit:
www.cga-caribbean.org
mL
(242) 302-0597 / (242) 323-8844
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a meeting
executives
Bahama’s
industrial,

last Frifrom 13
major,
compa-

Bahama

Power

ewels

yea
Jewels by the Sea, a chain of Fine Jewelry stores in the Cable Beach
district of N.P. is looking for:

SALES

ASSOCIATES

This is a SALARIED position, not a commission based structure.
Our compensation plan rewards team performance and individual
excellence.
Key Functions
e Building Relationships with Customers
e Matching Customer Needs with Goods & Services Available
e Ensuring Post-Purchase Satisfaction
e Maintaining an Organized, Well Arranged & Customer Friendly
Showroom
Qualifications & Experience
e 19 years of age or older
e Previous experience in some Customer Service Field
© High School Diploma or equivalent required
e Basic Computing skills
Skills & Abilities
e Excellent Communication
e Professional Demeanor
e Self-Motivated

Company,
the
Grand
Bahama Shipyard, Pharmachem, Our Lucaya Resort,
Polymers International, the
Freeport Container Port,
BORCO and South Riding
Point were all said to have
had representatives at the
meeting with the Minister.
Mr Symonette said: “We
talked mainly about doing
business in Grand Bahama
and immigration issues. We
are going to be discussing it
further as to the way forward. I think we’ve come to
an understanding as to the
way forward. The whole
idea is that we want at
Immigration to make sure
it’s as easy as possible for
businesses
in
Grand
Bahama to bring in the people they need on a regular
basis, bearing in mind type
of work they are doing.”
Among the issues which
Tribune Business was told
executives at some of the
major
companies
are
“deeply concerned” about,
is the process involved in
obtaining permission for
specialist engineers to enter
the Bahamas temporarily to
work. Since the implemen-

Comfortable

Skills

tation of the Professional
Engineers Act last year, an
additional layer of bureaucracy has been introduced
which requires the incoming engineer to obtain a
licence from the Professional Engineers Board.
The Board says a foreign
engineer can be authorised
to practice professional engi-

Rooms

at Comfortable

ee

Rates!

tin

RSC Te UTA

Restauraunt and Bar, Pool,

& cover letters to:

jbsjobs2010@gmail.com

Recreation Room, Meeting Room.

Only applicants who are short-listed will be contacted.

St. Albans Drive ¢ Tel:(242) 325 1325 * (242) 325 1408

GrahamThompson
1. Litigation Counsel Attorneys
Minimum 7-year post qualification with proven experience to provide solicitor level
and administrative support to GTC advocates in all areas including personal injury
and professional negligence.

Principal

responsibilities

will

include

opening

and

archiving

files, witness

interviews, case management, liaising with courts, attorneys, clients and experts in
On de [ to assis st

inv emoath

Prue Titss 310 TOF

Cases,

and

pre paring

Meanwhile, international

companies with operations
in Freeport have also been
frustrated by demands that
foreign executives flying in
to attend same-day meetings
or participate in other shortterm temporary work in the
Bahamas obtain permits
from the Department of
Immigration to do so. Mr
Symonette confirmed that
both of these points were
raised as matters of concern
at the meeting, and noted
that it has been a long-standing issue with companies
both in Freeport and Nassau, and throughout the
Caribbean.
Tribune Business understands that the Deputy
Prime Minister was felt to
be responsive to the executives’ positions.

THE BAHAMAS NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
INFORMATION SYSTEMS CENTRE
MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT
CELEBRATES ITS 7™ GIS DAY, 28 JANUARY 2011

Seeks applicants for the following positions:

*

BRENT
SYMONETTE

Colony Club Inn & Suites

Qualified applicants should email
resume

neering within the Bahamas
if approved for registration
upon application to it as a
“temporary engineer”.
They “must be associated
with and work through a
Bahamas-registered Professional Engineer”, and their
application for temporary
registration must “be associated with a specific project, and may be approved
for a maximum term of six
months,” according to the
Board’s website.
Such new stipulations, in
conjunction with the need
to gain approval from the
Department of Immigration
for the engineer to enter,
have contributed to delays
which have troubled some
companies, Tribune Business understands.

invoices,

The successful candidate will have a thorn igh understanding of Bahamian litigation

practice and procedure, have good organizational skills with excellent attention to

detail and the ability to multi task and handle a heavy workload.
Excellent writing, telephone and interpersonal skills are essential as are excellent

The BNGIS Centre in collaboration with the Ministry of Education
jointly organized the 7th GIS Day Celebration in Nassau, Bahamas
scheduled for 28 January 2011. Keynote address will be delivered by
the Minister of Education. This initiative comes as an integral part of the
Centre’s mission and long term commitment to promote and advance
the practical and efficient use of GIS and associated technologies in the
school system.
This year’s GIS Day Celebration theme is “Exploring Our World and Our
Environment with GIS”. The primary objective is to provide a forum for
schools to demonstrate their use of GIS and Global Positioning Systems
(GPS). Teachers and students will use these technologies to collect and
analyze data based on topic areas that they select. Participants will also
present their GIS projects to their peers and be judged by our very own
GIS professionals:

working knowledge of MS Office, Word and Outlook
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Per

Th

ret tM
eth ee

GIS

tects geste
eh

DAY

ste Mn, ott

Celebration

2010

Program

The successful candidate will have a thorough understanding of Bahamian litigation
practice and procedure, have good organizational skills with excellent attention to
detail and the ability to multi task and handle a heavy workload.

There:
“Exploring Our World and
Our Environment With Gis

Excellent writing, telephone and interpersonal skills are essential as are excellent

working know lodge of MS Office, Word and Outlook.
3. Paralegals or experienced property assistants
*

Minimum 3-year post qualification

with

proven experience to provide support to

GIC Property Group.
*

Principal responsibilities will include opening and archiving files, ensuring that all
applications, requisitions and correspondence
preparing closing statements and invoices.
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and procedure, have good organizational skills with excellent

attention to detail and the ability to multi task and handle a heavy workload,
Excellent writing, telephone and interpersonal skills are essential a5 are excellent
working knowledge of MS Office, Word and Outlook.
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Excellent salary and benefits and the opportunity to work in a challenging and
supportive environment, Non-traditional working hours available.
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Innovision Limited, Kingston, Jamaica

INTERESTED IN SEEING THEIR PEERS PRESENT
SHOULD CONTACT THE CENTRE AT

(242) 326-8526
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TELEPHONE:

All applications will be dealt with in the strictest confidence. The Firm reserves the right
to reject any or all applications.
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Applicants MUST apply by letter accompanied by a resume to be delivered to Graham
Thompson, Sassoon House, Shirley Street & Victoria Avenue on or before 5:00 pm
February 4, 2011 or by email to resume.ad]101@gtclaw.com, Telephone calls will not
be accepted.
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Freeport medical
School in new snag
FROM

page 1B

cial aid once they moved
beyond their semesters in
Freeport.
“However, the Department
of Education (ED) recently
raised questions that could
impact the overall financial
aid eligibility for new students
who attend Freeport. While
Ross is working through this
issue with ED, it is also in the
process of evaluating how
best to leverage its Freeport
location as part of its overall
expansion strategy. Ross continues to invest in its Dominica facilities, programs and student services to meet the
strong demand for its medical
program.”
Ross University was founded in 1978 and is a provider of

approval from the Medical
Board
of California in
November.
However, the US Department of Education had raised
questions about the eligibility
of students attending the
Freeport, Grand Bahama,
school to receive financial aid.
DeVry said: “Ross planned
to enroll new students in
Freeport given capacity constraints at its Dominica campus. It has been Ross’ understanding that medical students
who attend the Freeport location would not be eligible to
receive Title IV financial aid
while in Freeport, but would
be eligible to receive finan-

medical and veterinary education, offering doctor of
medicine and doctor of veterinary medicine degree programmes.
The School of Medicine is
located in Dominica, West
Indies, and the Freeport,
Grand
Bahama
campus
recently opened in January
2009.
The Bahamas location was
established to accommodate
the growing demand from
new students who wish to
attend Ross University. While
all students in the medical
school begin their training in
Dominica, a portion of them
now transfer to Freeport for
their third and forth semes-

GOVT AND CHAMBER “WORKING
FEVERISHLY’ ON SMALL FIRM ACT
Zhivargo Laing, minister of
FROM page 1B
state for finance, confirmed to Tribune Business that the Small and
islation was ready for circulation.
Medium-Sized Business DevelBut he explained that the Govopment Act was “still progressernment and BCCEC wanted to
ing”.
make sure the support structures
He added: “It’s a collaborative
to implement the legislation, and
effort between ourselves and the
give it effect, were in place
Chamber of Commerce, with the
before the Act was passed into
IDB also involved. We have a
statute law.
draft, but don’t have something
“We wanted something a bit
that can be circulated.
more
comprehensive
that
“I can say we are working
addressed all the needs of busifeverishly on it, ’m hopeful that
nesses, as opposed to getting the
soon enough we will be able to
legislation in place,” Mr Rolle
produce something for consultatold Tribune Business. “We
tion. [’m satisfied that the level
ZHIVARGO LAING
wanted to make sure the infraof dialogue taking place between
structure was in place to ensure
the Ministry and the Chamber will
the enabling Act passed was beneficial to the
ensure there is constant consultation on the
small business community. It will not make
legislation. That’s going to be helpful.
any sense if we do not have the delivery infra“Tt’s something that is very important to
structure behind the legislation.
what we’re doing, and it’s being treated that
“We don’t believe in just change for show.
way. I myself have been monitoring this
We believe in meaningful change.”
process.”

SALE STARTS
MONDAY JANUARY 24" - SATURDAY JANUARY 297
Duvet

Covers-

OFF

20%

Throw Pillows - 20% OFF
Giant Bath Towels
$11.99
Revere Bath Towels
$11.99
Color Tones Bed Skirt - $9.99
Kitchen Curtain Sets - $11.99
Zodiac

Cook

Madison

Ware

"24x60"

Toastmaster

Sets

- $59.99

Runners

4-Slice

Toaster

- $9.99
- $43.99

Rubbermaid 50pc Co ntainer Set - 59,99
Madison Reflection § hower Curtain
$9.99
Black

&

Mayfair
Bath

Decker

Waffle

& Jackson

Elements

Lace

Maker

16pc

#WMB500 - $569.99

Dinnerware

Shower

Curtain

Set

$29.99

Set

- $15.99

Located: Harbour Bay Shopping Center
Ph: 399-4440 or 393-4448
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Water Corporation: Future not good’ if no action plan

page 1B

and getting it approved, Glen
Laville said it hoped to award a

reduce non-revenue water

contract for non-revenue water

(water lost daily from the Corporation’s pipes and infrastructure) to a specific amount.
The final five years will
require the bidder to maintain

reduction by the end of February, a project that could save
Water & Sewerage $6 million
per annum minimum.
Mr Laville said the Corporation was “dotting the ‘is’ and
crossing the ‘ts’, and in the
process
of getting final
approval” from the Govern-

the reduction

in lost water,

showing that the savings are
permanent over the life of the
project.

ment on the non-revenue water

Pipes

contract, having received several bids from private sector
players last year.
“We hope we can get that by
the end of February,” Mr Laville said of the necessary government approval for the contract’s award.
The winning bidder will
receive a 10-year contract, the
first five years requiring it to

Mr Laville confirmed that
the Corporation’s non-revenue
water level was around 55 per
cent, with some five-and-a-half

million gallons per day lost
from its pipes and other infrastructure before it reached the
end customer.
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| ROYALFIDELITY

242-356-7764

| FG

ket share on New Providence,

something he described as “not
significant”, Mr Laville said its
priority was to improve service
to existing customers, while also
targeting those in areas where it
had infrastructure but who had
dropped off in favour of their
own wells.
As for the Windsor reverse
osmosis plant, which in addition to the Blue Hills plant is
owned and operated by BISXlisted Consolidated Water, Mr

Laville said: “We may do some
additional production capacity
down there, but not necessarily
with Consolidated.
“It’s not a reflection on them
in any way, but one of the
things we want to make sure of
is that we have a diversity of
suppliers.”
The Corporation general
manager also told Tribune
Business it was hoping to “bring
increased production and
resolve some of the issues we
have in western New Providence” by end-February also.
This involved bringing a resolution to discussions with New
Providence Development Company on the latter’s franchise
area plans, tying this into production and waste water issues.
And while the Water & Sewerage Corporation had previously looked at a four reverse
osmosis plant strategy for New

Delinquent
Mr Laville acknowledged
that the Corporation’s delinquent accounts had increased
since the recession really took
hold in the Bahamas

in 2008,

but added that it was “getting
more aggressive with collections, because we have certain

targets for collection efficiency”.
conceded,

though, that

apart from the general economic malaise, the Corporation’s service and product quality - or the lack of it - might be
another factor why consumers
treated their water bill as a low
priority.
“Sometimes we’re not providing as good a service as possible. The reality is that we have
to improve service levels so that
we give people a push where, at
the end of the month, they say:
‘It’s a good service, and I’m
anxious to pay my bill so I do
not get cut off,” Mr Laville
added.
Unlike its telecommunications and electricity counterparts, the Water & Sewerage
Corporation had never enjoyed

Providence,

with facilities at

Blue Hills, Arawak

Cay and

Winton, Mr Laville said the lat-

ter was at least five to seven
years off.
He added that the Blue Hills
plant’s expansion to produce
10 million gallons per day,
together with the infrastructure
improvements to the Corporation’s pipelines in the east as
part of the New Providence
Road Improvement Project,
should alleviate the issues of
inconsistent supply to the eastern end of the island, remov-

ing the immediate need for
Winton.
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a monopoly, facing what Mr
Laville termed as “perfect competition” from the ability of any
business or household to install
their own well system.
Estimating the Corporation
as having a 35-40 per cent mar-

investment in infrastructure, Mr

He
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operational efficiency and deal
with the Corporation’s infrastructure, thus freeing up capital for investment elsewhere.
Asked whether the Water &
Sewerage Corporation had
returned to a stable financial
footing, Mr Laville told Tribune
Business: “I don’t know if I
would say so. The reality is that
in the short-term there’s not
going to be a significant
improvement. One of the things
we’re doing is putting together
an action plan to make the Corporation financially sustainable.
“There’s a series of things
that need to be done and we’re
still in discussions with the Government to get approval for the

Sewerage Corporation would
save around $6 million per year
in terms of water purchases it
made.
However, the general manager said the ultimate financial
benefits could be worth far
more to the cash-strapped Corporation, since it would also
have those three million gallons per day available to sell to
consumers.
“Tf you purchase this water,
you have it available to sell,”

Today's

Symbol
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Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series
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13.0484
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incentivising them to exceed set

tenance costs.

Mr Laville said that if the
three million gallons per day
reduction in non-revenue water
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Bahamas Waste
Fidelity Bank
Cable Bahamas
Colina Holdings
Commonwealth
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Doctor's Hospital

FirstCaribbean

ding would be paid a fixed fee,
plus a sum related to how much

“There’s a lot of operational
and maintenance savings that
come along with it. We’re dealing with the direct savings, and
everything else will be the icing
on the cake.”
The non-revenue water pro-

saved, and other sav-

ings come on top of that, in
terms of operational and main-

or

TUESDAY,
25 JANUARY
2011
INDEX: CLOSE 1,480.19 | CHG -0.05 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -19.32
FINDEX: CLOSE 000.00 | YTD 00.00% | 2009 -12.31%

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM
S2wk-Low
Securit_y
AML. Foods Limited
9.67
Bahamas Property Fund
4.50
Bank of Bahamas

7st

private sector contractor,

Laville said the plan would
tackle issues such as water sector reform from a regulatory
standpoint, updating legislation
to place the industry under the
purview of the Utilities Regulation & Competition Authority (URCA).
The general manager said of
the Corporation’s current performance: “From year to year
you may see some improvement, but the reality is there is
a lot of work to be done. I don’t
want to talk about miniscule
improvements, as the future is
not looking good unless we
implement this action plan to
turn the Corporation around.”

FIDELITY
Moray

5.94
7.23

amount

was

ROYAL

SHARE

plan. We’re looking at a three
to five-year turnaround if we
get this plan approved.”
Apart from issues such as
non-revenue water and capital

targets.

Nassau, Bahamas.

ALL

Mr Laville explained. “You
save in terms of the volume of
water you purchase, but are
also able to make money by
selling the water you save.
“The $6 million is the least

based contract’, where the bid-

NOTICE is hereby given that MARKENSON ISMA of P.O.
BOX CB-12627, NASSAU, BAHAMAS, is applying to the
Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/
naturalization as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person
who knows any reason why registration/naturalization should not be
granted, should send a written and signed statement of the facts within
twenty-eight days from the 27" DAY of JANUARY 2011 to the
Minister responsible for nationality and Citizenship, P.O. Box N-7147,

BISX

The contract’s stipulated goal
is to reduce that loss level to
2.5 million gallons per day, then
“maintain that over the next
five years”.
Once the 10-year duration
was up, Mr Laville said the
Water & Sewerage Corporation would decide whether to
enter into an extension with its
take over maintenance itself.
He described the non-revenue water as a ‘performance-

NOTICE
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eee

CAPITAL

MARKETS

242-396-4000

MANAGER
Successful applicant should possess proven record
of property management.

Attributes must include accounting, administrative
and personnel management.

Compensation will be based upon expertise and

| COLONIAL

242-502-7525

¢ropical

experience.

Please forward resume to P.O. Box CB 13456
or Fax to 362-6721

SHIPPING
SALES MANAGER
Tropical Shipping the premier shipping company providing weekly container service from
Canada to the Caribbean and the West Indies operating state-of-the-art facilities at many seaside
ports is seeking a highly experienced individual to fill the position of Sales Manager at its
Nassau office. The successful candidate will be responsible for servicing the existing customer
base and identifying profitable opportunities for new business.

REQUIREMENTS:
Bachelor's Degree in Sales and Marketing or in a related field
Min. 5 years’ management experience in Sales or Marketing, preferably in the service sector
Proven track record of generating sales, meeting or exceeding company targets
Experience at managing large customer portfolios
Experience at negotiating variable service agreements
Excellent interpersonal, written and oral communication skills, including presentation skills
Valid driver's license and valid passport with a willingness to travel internationally

COMPENSATION & BENEFITS:
Great salary plus a company vehicle, T&E allowance as well as an attractive benefits package.
The successful candidate will have excellent scope for career development and growth including
exposure to the international business environment. Written applications together with updated CV
should be submitted to email deowperiatropical.com by January 31, 2011

REQUIRED
4 Senior Geographical Information Systems Technécian
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THE GRAND BAHAMA PORT ALITHORITY, LIMMED
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hoteliers were holding out
hope that the remainder of
the year would hold true to
predictions.
Mr Bowe was speaking
after the BHA and Ministry
of Tourism yesterday released
their joint survey of the 2010
and fourth quarter performance generated by 14 Nassau and Paradise Island
resorts, the findings showing
that the industry’s recovery
slowed during the final three
months of the year.
While the 14 resorts surveyed saw average occupancies for the full year increase
to 62.9 per cent, compared to
60.9 per cent in 2009, with the

ADR

rising by $4.33 or 1.9

back, marginally back towards
occupancy,” Mr Bowe said of
the 2010 performance compared to pre-recession and
early 2008 numbers.
“Where the issue is is the
average rate, which is moving
at all. It’s down $15, $16 from
where it was pre-recession.
While occupancy is moving
up marginally, it’s difficult to
get the rate back because of
the competition. People are
looking for the packages,
looking for the deals, and
there’s more competition as
people bring new inventory
on to the market across the
world.

per cent to $231.96, compared
more marginal.
The room revenue increase
for the three months to
31, 2010, was 1.2

ADR

rates,”

Weakness

in ADR,

the

BHA president said, impacted both revenues and profits.
He described the industry’s
improvement as “slim”, rather
than
using
the
term
“progress”.
Given the general lack of
pricing power enjoyed by

declined,

dropping by 1.2 per cent compared to the 2.2 per cent, 1.9
per cent and 4.9 per cent
increases in the first, second

and third quarters.
The December ADR also
fell below 2009 levels, drop-

Bahamian

ping to $267.10 compared to
$269.20 the year before. Aver-

“It’s not

resorts, Mr Bowe

to go,”

and developing sales and marketing strategies of its own.

Frank

Comito,

the

BHA’s executive vice-presi-

cent.

NOTICE
of #69

which reflected the immediate aftermath of the Lehman
Brothers crash, as occupancy
rates for that month slumped

to 50.4 per cent with a $236.55
ADR.
creeping

Bay

Point,

P.O.

Box

JAMES

F-42958,

EVANS

slowly

PUBLIC

of the

industry getting back to 2008
numbers. “We’ve been inching closer. We’re not there
yet. We’ve got some work to
do, and hopefully we’ll get
closer to that this year.”
The BHA/Ministry of
Tourism release pointed out
that the 2010 fourth quarter
performance was impacted by
the September-late November hiatus in the Companion
Fly Free programme, plus
weather-related cancellations
around the Christmas holidays. The sector was also up
against tougher year-overyear comparisons.
Mr Bowe told Tribune
Business that resorts “started
to see a pick-up immediately” once the Companion Fly
Free was reinstated, adding

that the Christmas-New Year
period was “the highest average rated period for the year”.

Nimble
“Tt is incumbent on all individual properties to remain
nimble. When things happen,
weather-related or otherwise,

they have to adjust to the
competition, and again, value is the word,”

Of those,

seven

saw

their

&

PATON

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

EMPLOYMENT
Paton

Bowe

improved revenue picture
generated from similar or
higher ADRs and boosts in
room nights sold.
“Three properties tried to

CouUNSEL

Lennox

Mr

said.
The BHA/Ministry of
Tourism survey said: “Nine
properties ended 2010 with
room revenues above 2009.

LENNOX

is seeking

OPPORTUNITY

an expenenced

Administrative Assistant

REQUIREMENTS

A minimum of 7 - 10 years experience working with litigation attorneys
Adept

in the

preparation

of legal

documents

and

administrative

correspondance

Knowledge of the legal environment and fundamental subjects im law
Proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, Gutlook & Power Paint
Good working knowledge of general office procedures, and use of office
equiperbertt

PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES
*
Must be conscientious, thorough and organized
*
*

Must meet deadlines
Must have good client liaison skills

*

Require minimum supervision

Interesied persons must submil a current resume

Freeport,

Homa

Bahamas is applying to the Minister responsible for
Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization
as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who
knows any reason why registration/naturalization should
not be granted, should send awritten and signed statement
of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 20" day of
January, 2011 to the Minister responsible for nationality
and Citizenship, P.O. Box N-7147, Nassau, Bahamas.

above December 2008 levels,

“We're

is hereby given that DANIEL
Fortune

said, in terms

achieved for that year. Room
nights sold and room revenue
were 6 per cent and 11.7 per
cent, respectively, behind the
levels achieved in 2008.
“We've still got a distance

‘Tourism on various initiatives,

The 2010 room nights sold
and room revenue were 7.2
per cent and 21 per cent

dent

were $15 below the $246.70

said the private sector was
working with the Ministry of

age occupancies, though, rose
to 55 per cent for the month
compared to 54 per cent the
year before, while room
nights sold and room revenue
grew by 2 per cent and 1.2 per

he added.

possible to stay in one place.”
Acknowledging that the
2011 first quarter to date had
“not turned out quite the way
we thought it would be”, Mr
Bowe told Tribune Business:
“We’re in the first quarter of
2011, with January the first
month, and February and
March are trending behind
what was forecast. Coming
out of last year, we thought
the first quarter would be
stronger, but have not seen
that yet. The hope is that the
whole year will be as we
expect.”
The BHA president said
that what was especially concerning about the 2011 first
quarter was that the three
months to end-March, together with the second quarter,
are traditionally the strongest
periods for Bahamian hotels.
A better comparative for
the Nassau/PI hotels’ 2010
performance is 2008. While
occupancy inched closer to
the 63.4 per cent average for
that year, current ADR’s

“We’re still challenged with
the average rate because of
the competition and the value
deals. We are some time away
from getting back the average rate, because even in the
leisure business people are
looking for deals. There’s no
silver bullet.”

per cent, compared to the 6.7
per cent, 5.2 per cent and 11.8
per cent increases enjoyed
during the previous three
quarters respectively.
And the 2010 fourth quarter was the only period in
2010 when

“All the hotels have value
driven deals out there to
achieve marginal occupancy
rate improvements, but the
value deals are affecting the

Challenged

to $227.63 in 2009, the fourth
quarter improvement was

December

silver bullet’ on hotels’ room rate weakness

‘No

generate higher revenue levels through increased ADRs,
but only saw their room
nights sold fall along with
their room revenue. The
remaining three properties
experienced declining room
revenues in 2010, driven by
lower ADRs and room nights
sold.”
“While marginal increases
were realised for the year, the
pace of improvement slowed
in the final quarter, underscoring the importance of
continued caution, aggressive
marketing and providing
exceptional value for what we
offer in an extremely competitive global tourism marketplace.
“The industry and the Ministry of Tourism are cognisant
of this and continue to collaborate on initiatives aimed
at moving the needle in the
right direction,” Mr Bowe
said.

nagend

no later than January 26, 20117.

lannoxpatan. com

OR
Human

Resources Manager
Lennox Paton
P.O, Box N-4875
Nassau, Bahamas

Ao phone

calls please.

NOTICE

Please be advised the Road Traffic Department
has changed the color of its On Trial (O.T.) Plates,

and all plates must be registered on or before the
31 March, 2011.

The

department

new

plates

and

individuals

to

will
all
who

Companies/Persons
presents

numbers

recognize

and

issue

those

existing

companies

are

currently

registered.

who

wish

must

put

to reserve
their

their

request

in

writing to the Controller as soon as possible.

2012-2013

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announces that applications
for the captioned fellowship at the Graduate and Undergraduate levels are being accepted.
Applications will be accepted in the fields of study related
to the OAS priority development areas of Social Development and the creation of productive employment, Education,
Economicdiversificationand
integration, tradeliberalizationand
marketaccess, Scientific developmentandexchange
&transferof

However, ALL old plates must be turned in to the

Controllers Office.
Persons seeking to obtain O.T. Plates must put

their request in writing along with the following
documents to the Controller’s Office second
floor, Clarence A. Bain Building.

Technology,
Strengthening
of
democratic
institution,
Sustainable development of Tourism, Sustainable development and the environment culture.
Candidates are required to be citizens or permanent residents in
OAS member states, produce transcript with a minimum GPA
of 3.00, passport photos (3) current medical certificate, Three
(3) statements of Recommendations from Professors/Lectures,

Copies of Academic qualification and copies of pages one
through three together with visa page of applicant’s passport.
Applications can be completed electronically from the OAS
web site at www.oas.org And presented in triplicate at the
Ministry along with the supporting documents.

-N.I.B. Number
-A valid business

RE: OAS SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

license

-A valid insurance certificate

The deadline for receipt of application is Feb 25th.

of business would be subjected to an inspection.

Additional information can be obtained by contacting the
Technical Assistance Cooperation Division of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs at telephone number 356-5956/9, or by email

Therefore, all owners must be complaint with the

to technicalassistance @ mfabahamas.org.

Further to the issuance of O.T. Plates all plates

Road Traffic Act Chapter 220, Section 33.

TO DISCUSS

STORIES

ON THIS

PAGE

LOG

ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

PAGE 10B, THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 2011

THE TRIBUNE

THE ART OF GRAPHIX
FROM

page 2B

back and have a positive
reaction to your initial
designs.

Drawing skills allow
you to Offer More
to Your Clients
Photo
Manipulation:
There will be times as a
designer when you’ll be
asked to edit a photo, and
it won't always be as easy as
changing the colour of
someone’s hair. Drawing
skills will be critically important, as you'll find yourself
digitally drawing in shadows,
using your basic shading
skills to remove wrinkles
from clothing and making
effects look professional

Drawing the correct
Conclusion on design
with hand-drawn details.

Logo Design: Not every
logo consists of a typeface
and a default Illustrator
shape. Logos are no place
for clipart or stock art; they
must be original. You'll find
that most logo designers
sketch, scan and trace their
ideas, or draw directly into

Photoshop or Illustrator
with a tablet. But no matter
how you look at it, drawing
should be an essential part
of the process.

drawing skills to work on
advanced photo restoration
or manipulation jobs, you'll
have to hire someone else
to do it.

Saves Money: So, what if
you can’t draw? Can’t you
just get someone else to do
it? Sure, but it’s going to cost
you. If you don’t have the

Eye for detail: Believe it
or not, drawings will help
you develop the detail-oriented skills required in the
design world. Drawing will
help train your eye to see
the lightness and darkness
of grey areas on a page, a
skill that comes into play as
you are balancing text,
images and white space as a
designer.
Awareness
of
light

Position Available
New office of international company seeks a Chief Executive Officer. The
position requires direct reporting to the Board of Directors, entails

It’s no different from
learning an instrument. In
the meantime, while you are
learning to draw, stock up
on photos, clippings, website bookmarks or anything
that will aid in communicating better with your clients.
For example, it’s going to be
much more efficient to pull
out a photo of the dog you
want to use in a design than
it will be for you to describe
him.
You might have to use a
collage, idea boards, or
online inspiration galleries
that will help you explain
your ideas.
If you can’t draw, you'll
need a logo person, a photo
effects/manipulation person
and an illustrator.
This is why I do believe
it’s advantageous for designers to know how to draw.
On the flip side of the coin,
some would say no you
don’t, but in truth this question requires a more complicated response.
Many graphic designers
have gotten jobs without
knowing how to draw.
What is unbelievable is
that there are designers who
create terrible sketches but
end up with great designs,
as well as great sketchers
that are hopeless designers.
For that reason, my answer
to this question truly is ‘Yes’
and ‘No’. You really don’t
have to win the beauty contest, but you will have to do
well enough so that a client
can understand what you
are attempting to communicate. Notice the key word
here? It’s not drawing,
design or sketch, it is “communicate”. A good sketch
communicates an idea clearly and succinctly.
So, what is the overall
consensus?
One might say it depends
on who you ask.
If you ask designers that
can’t draw, the answer may
be no.
And in a sense they’d be
right if they have some measure of success.
But if you ask designers
who can and do draw, you’d
find the answer is yes.
But who do you think is
right?
So until we meet again,
have fun, enjoy life and stay
on top of your game.

becomes natural to those
who draw. It is a skill you'll
need again and again as you
place separate elements
together to form one image
or layout. Perspective is
another fundamental skill
gained and is critical for
some effects and layouts.
What if I Can’t Draw?
Don’t pack your bags and
start looking for a new
career, there are options.
Learn — Everyone can. I
truly believe that anyone
can learn to draw, take a
class and learn the basics
and practice.

responsibility for local operations and finance and requires a great
degree of integrity, while maintaining utmost confidentiality.
The position pays a very competitive salary. The successful applicant
Must:

«Be extremely organized, disciplined, mature and attentive to detail;
‘Hold a degree in either Accounting, Business or Finance with some

knowledge of law or have at least 10 years experience in private banking;
«Have experience in foreign exchange and metals markets and have

NOTICEis hereby giventhat JOHNNY CHARLES of Bishop
St.,Nassau Village is applying to the Minister responsible
for Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization
as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who
knows any reason why registration/naturalization should
not be granted, should send a written and signed statement
of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 20'" day of
January, 2011 to the Minister responsible for nationality
and Citizenship, PO. Box N-7147, Nassau, Bahamas.

worked in a trading room environment;
«Possess proficient computer skills;
‘Have excellent communication skills with written and oral fluency in

English and Arabic (fluency in additional languages would be a plus);
-Be able to work long hours and weekends as required.

NOTICE
is hereby given that CLAUDIA
ISABEL
ALCANTARA
SANTOS
of
Jansel
Court
#303
F41492, Freeport, Grand Bahama is applying to the
Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship,
for registration/naturalization
as a_ citizen
of The
Bahamas, and that any person who knows any reason
why registration/naturalization should not be granted,
should send a written and signed statement of the facts
within twenty-eight days from the 20" day of January,
2011 to the Minister responsible for nationality and
Citizenship,
_P.
Box N-7147,
Nassau,
Bahamas.

Veelite eee ede
em ee meme
a
2011 to Position Available, 2.0. Box N-3937

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

INTENT TO CHANGE NAME BY DEED POLL
The

Defence

Force

Recruitment

Coral Harbour Base 26
Bahamas Defence Force
Recruitment Exercise for
Royal Bahamas Defence

Public

WALLACE,

Exercise

Jan. (RBDF) The Royal
is presently conducting a
interested persons at the
Force Base, Coral Harbour

hereby

advised

intend to change

that

|,

MAITLAND

my name to MAITLAND

HEZEKIAH CURRY MOXEY. If there are any objections to
this change of name by Deed Poll, you may write such
objections to the Chief Passport Officer, RO.Box N-742,

NB: Author recommends
feedback at

Nassau, Bahamas no later than thirty (80) days after the
date of publication of this notice.

Interested candidates must be a Bahamian Citizen
between the ages of 18 to 25 and must have a
minimum of five (5) B.J.C.’s including Maths and
English, allatgrade C or above. Candidates are asked
to bring their original documents for verification to the
Recruitment Section of The Royal Bahamas Defence Force.
Applicants should produce the following documents:
¢ Two (2) application forms
¢ Birth Certificate
¢ Passport
¢ Three (3) passport photos
¢ National Insurance Card
¢ Any other certificates in are of expertise or
training

is

deedee2111@hotmail.com

BTC Market
Research Study
The Bahamas

Telecommunications Company

Lid. (BIC) will

be conducting a Market Research Study to get your feedback on opportunities fo Improve our products and services.

Commencing January 24th, 2011 you may be contacted by
a BIC representative

via phone

to get your advice.

The

survey is expected fo end on February 28th.

Emphasis for recruitment will be placed on
candidates with willingness to spend time at sea and
willingness to conduct tour of duty at satellite base ona
Family Island.

Please

contact

BIC's

Call Center at 225-5282

should

you

have any questions or concerns. BIC thanks you for your anficipated assistance.

Applications can be obtained from Defence Force
Base, Coral Harbour or at the Harbour Patrol Unit, East
Bay Street.

connected ANIA... ANIHETE...

GORE

For further information, interested persons can
contact the
Royal Bahamas Defence Force Recruitment Center
362-1818 ext. 2017/2159
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Young Bahamian Franky Camille inspired
to host a Power of Worship Conference
By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

FTER running away from his
A:itiz
for some time, the
oly Spirit convicted Franky
Camille to prepare himself for a
ministry of prayer and worship.
He knew from a young age that
the call of God in his life was to
spread the gospel of Christ and
reach the lost, specifically through
his Power of Worship Conference.
Through spending time with God in his
word, the 24- year -old grew stronger in
the faith and the demonic strongholds in
his life began to break. In the year 2010,
Franky began having aches in his stomach
that became very intense, he would often
get

so sick

he

could

not

move,

eat, or

drink any food for days.
In an interview with Tribune Religion,
Franky Camille said: “I found out just last
year that I had it, before I did not know
what it was. I started to experience the
pains in my chest and I had problems with
digestion. It got really intense during the
time I was trying to complete school.”
“T saw a doctor around the time in July
of 2010 and I still was not aware of the
cancer, I found out in August that it was
cancer.”
Going further, through his submission

to God through prayer and worship, it
was revealed that he had cancer and that
he was close to death. Instead of giving
up, Franky sought to worship God like he
never did before. As the pain increased so

did his faith.
He tells us that his body gradually
began to heal and by November 2010
some time, he was completely healed
from it. “I went for a check up and found
out I was completely fine.
"It was through the faith and submission to God’s will that Franky was healed
from cancer and he promised to share his
testimony with everyone.
This conference seeks to help young people who are
struggling with drugs, sex, suicide, gang
violence,

rejection

alcohol,

through

low

self

leading

esteem

and

them

to

Christ," Jonathan Farrington, a friend of

Franky, noted in a statement.
“Tt is Franky's hope that more young
people would think before they act and
make responsible choices in life. He has
gone through a great deal in his lifetime,
being rejected by his family, rejected by
society and was had to work to survive
from the age of twelve. Franky now has
completed college through the support of
his teachers from Doris Johnson Senior
and the College of the Bahamas.
He
holds a BBA in Banking and Finance and
now is employed at the Bank of The
Bahamas,” Mr Farrington said.
The conference will be held at Chapel

(MEDION
Learning from the Apostle Paul
THROUGH

Paul’ obedience, we have

these wonderful words of the collect or
prayer for The Conversion of St Paul: “O
God, by the preaching of your apostle Paul
you have caused the light of the Gospel to
shine throughout the whole world: Grant,
we pray, that we, having his wonderful conversion in remembrance, may show ourselves thankful to you by following his holy
teaching.” The words remind us of the
impact of a life turned toward Jesus Christ.
Sometimes,

we

are off course,

and

we

are enraged by what seems contrary to
what we believe is true, only to find out
that we are quite wrong!
Paul admits that “I was so furiously

enraged at them (the Christians), I pursued
them even to foreign cities” (Acts
26:11).On such occasions, we are tempted

“_

REV. ANGELA
PALACIOUS

to disappear off the scene and not allow
ourselves to be embarrassed. Saul not only
accepts the identity of Paul the disciple but
launches into a passionate plea for
Christianity.
Rather than have to be struck down to
the ground by a bright light in order to
hear the voice of God, we can decide to

make ourselves available to hear God
speak to us even now.
“Who are you,

on the Hill, Tonique Williams Darling
highway on January 27- 29. Each night
begins with intercessions at 6.30pm and
the service starts promptly at 7.30pm
nightly.
Franky added that his inspiration for
the conference is based on his life story.
The speakers of the event will be youth
Pastor Nathan Wells of the Chapel On
The Hill ministry, he will be speaking on
the

27.

Also,

the

Reverend

Pastor

Cleveland DX Wells of Restoration
Kingdom Ministries will speak on the 28.
Franky Camille will speak on the following night.
Saturday the 29, will be a night of strictly worship, praise and intercession where
the members will be praying to God to
send healing to this nation and its youths.
The prayers will be focused and geared
towards crime, murder, adultery, fornication, witchcraft, homosexuality, sickness,

disease, bondage, and all other negative
things that are trying to infiltrate the
nation.
The prophetic praise and worship
group Risen Destiny will minister in
music to usher in the presence of God to
set a platform for him to have his way.
“We are expecting a mighty move of God
at the conference. This is geared towards
all men, woman, boys, and girls of all ages
that seek for change in our nation and in
the lives of our youth,” Mr Farrington
said.

Lord?” is a question that we do not need
to ask as if we are a stranger. We have the
privilege to come into His presence every
minute of the day, in prayer, through the
reading of Scripture, worship in church
and privately, and through fellowship with
those who have a similar relationship with
the Lord.
Paul’s experience of God’s direction in
his life can be a great incentive to us: “for
Ihave appeared to you for this purpose, to
appoint you to serve and testify to the
things in which you have seen me and to
those in which I will appear to you” (Acts
26:16b). God gave him the message that he
had a powerful ministry, and we have the
same opportunity to perform, at some
level, in a similar manner: “I am sending
you to open their eyes so that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan to God, so that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and a place
among those who are sanctified by faith in

me” (Acts 26:18).

INSPIRATION:

Franky

Camille

became

inspired to host a youth conference after over-

coming cancer.

God is desirous for all people to “repent
and turn to God and do deeds consistent

with repentance” (Acts 26 20) and it is for
us to share this deep desire for the salvation of the world. The heart of God is
revealed to us through Jesus Christ, and
through Holy Scripture of which Paul’s letters are such an integral part. His early
training in Judaism and his advancement
beyond his peers enabled him to excel in
both faiths.
God set him apart before he was born,
we are told, and he was called by God’s
grace to bring glory to God. We too have a
similar expectation and call and, like the
disciples, we too are sent out “like sheep
into the midst of wolves” and meant to be
“wise as serpents and innocent as doves”

(Mt. 10: 16). We are to be equally encouraged by the Lord’s words: “for it is not you
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father

speaking

through you”

(Mt.

10:20)

and

that “the one who endures to the end will

be saved” (Mt. 10:22).
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Rev Fr Saunders bids farewell

to St Ambrose Anglican Church
By JEFFARAH

GIBSON

Tribune Features Writer

THE move is bittersweet, but it’s just
one of those things. Rev Fr Colin
Saunders must tip his hat and bid farewell
to the members of St Ambrose Anglican
Church and the Carmichael community.
The move is hardly his decision. He
admitted that if the choice was his to
make, St Ambrose would be his place of
worship forever. However, his tenure at St
Ambrose Church is up and now he is
being transferred to another parish.
“In the Anglican Church, priests have
tenure limitations. Priests are assigned to
various parishes by the Bishop wherever
he sees fit. And this happens whenever
the Bishop decides to make changes,”
Father Saunders explained.
Fr Saunders played a pivotal role in the
upbringing of the church, in fact he had
hands in it’s initiation and the designing
process of the building.
“T started the parish in 2000. It is ten

going on eleven years old. The church
actually started in a tent in the back yard
and it has grown so much since then. My
first profession was an architect and so I
helped design the building as well,” he
said.
The ground on which the church was
built has a special significance, Fr
Saunders explained. A chapel, Trinity
Church, was first established, which was

built out of limestone by liberated
Africans and became a very important
part of the post slavery era.
“The church was a small building. And
where the church is today shows just how
far the parish has come. We reestablished
the church as a formidable place of worship. We brought it back to life,” Fr
Saunders said.
Looking back on the humble beginnings of the church, a sense of sadness
present itself in the midst of all his emotions.
“T have a special affection for the
parish. Its like a mother leaving their

child. You had so much to do with the
upbringing of the child and you have to
leave it on its own. That brings a different
set of emotions,” he said.

“Of course
when you are
are established
forward but I

it is bitter sweet anytime
leaving a place where you
its often difficult to move
understand that I have to

move forward,” he said.

Fr Saunders is being assigned to the All
Saints Parish as an interim priest to prepare the parish for the new rector.
He took the time to leave a few words
of advice and encouragement to his members.
“Keep the spirit and the family atmosphere of St Ambrose alive. What we started initially, we want to continue with
that.”

He also wants members of the church
to keep in mind it’s motto: “The parish of
St Ambrose exists to be servants of God
empowered by the Holy Spirit to build up
the community of faith so that all may
become whole persons in Christ.”

An amazing year

Lk.13:8. And he answering said unto
him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till
I shall dig about it, and dung it:
: 9. And if it bear fruit, well: and if
not, then after that thou shalt cut it
down.
One can make all the religious noise
and excuses that he / she may wish or
even choose to follow the traditional
quest of religiously stressing the biblical
numbers of the year. The fact and truth
of the matter is that “It’s expected that
we all bear fruit that’s fit for the
Master’s use”
As believers, we can no longer hide
behind our denominations, our religious
leaders or some other form of religious
notion with the belief that because we’re
saved or claim to be saved that the glory
of God, His manifested presence will
show up in our lives and affairs.
There will be some major changes /
exposure within the church and the lives
of many believers this 2011, and onward
despite all of the so called prophetic
words that have gone forth concerning
God’s blessings. Words such as holiness,
faithfulness and sanctification seem to
bad or profaned words in the church

PASTOR

today; whereas

if one

is not preaching

(screaming) about prosperity and God’s
blessings of a new car, a house, money
etc; the church-folks

have

been

trained

not to receive or even hear any other
kind of teaching.
Meanwhile, the enemy is wreaking
havoc in our communities and families via
murders, domestic abuse, aids, etc.

As a

Christian nation, it’s expected that we
bear fruit that will bring glory and honour

to God (Yahweh). Here’s what Yahshua
Messiah (aka Jesus the Christ) said in the
parable of which the above scripture verses are taken.
Lk.13.6. A certain man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard; and he came and
sought fruit thereon, and found none.
:7. Then said he unto the dresser of his

vineyard, Behold, these three years I
come seeking fruit on this tree, and find
none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the
ground.
My brothers / sisters, it is evident that
we as a Christian nation are not bearing
the fruit that are bringing glory and honour to God; by the very nature of the blatant criminal activities that are taking
place in our communities and the deterioration of family morals and values
through the length and breath of our once
beautiful, loving Bahama Land.
Yet, despite all the negativity that’s
going on in our country (crime, murder,
moral and spiritual decay) all is not lost
“For where sin abounded, grace did
much more abound”
2011, is and will be An Amazing Year
as those saints who have a hunger and
thirst for righteousness; and truly understands the virtue of prayer and fasting
seeks the face of God on behalf of this
nation, we (The Bahamas) will see an
unprecedented move of Yahweh; like this
nation

has

never

attentive to the
righteous.

seen;

for God’s

cries / petition

ear is

of the

As an educated, religious nation; we all

know that God will not share his glory
with man. Therefore those religious lead-

ers

(internationally

and

locally)

whom

church-folks have ignorantly chosen to
worship and exalt due to the eloquent
preaching / teaching, penmanship, singing
ability or the size of their ministries; God
will bring to a place of exposure and
shame for their part in receiving that
which don’t belongs to them (His glory

and honour).
Here’s the fruit that God is seeking
which will usher in His manifested presence in and throughout our lives: Gal.5:
22 - 23. Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering,
Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness,
& Temperance; against such there is no
law.
Prepare yourselves for a mighty move
of God! Yahweh’s blessings be with you
and your family.
2011, An Amazing Year !
¢ For questions and comments contact us via
E-mails:pastormallen@yahoo.com or
kmfci@live.com or Ph.1-242-441-2021
Pastors Matthew & Brendalee Allen
Kingdom Minded Fellowship Center Int’!
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Grace Community Church - 25th
Annual Missions Conference
ON Sunday, January 30 to Sunday,
February 6, Grace Community Church
will have their 25th Annual Global
Missions Conference at the church in
Palmetto Village, Marathon. Grace has
been supporting individual missionaries
and missions organisations financially
over the past 24 years.
Their missionaries are involved in
Bible translation, church planting, leadership training and various support to
their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ
who are suffering for their faith in many
countries around the world. Grace is
indeed thankful that God uses them to
touch people's lives in other nations of

the world.
Grace is presently financially supporting 24 individuals and organisations
who
are
involved in taking
the gospel of Jesus
Christ to people
who have never
heard the name of
Jesus Christ. Those
missionaries
also
Pastor Allan Lee
ensure that many
people who do not
have the Bible in their own language can

Good Morning!
THIS IS the day that the Lord has
made, we shall rejoice and be glad in it.
I am of the opinion that any day above
six feet is a good day.
The place where I am employed has
security checks and one morning walking into the building going through the
security check I said , "Good morning"
to the security officers. One of them
said in return, "What is good about the
morning?” I told him, "the fact that you
can ask that question makes it a good
morning.” Now this person was on an
early shift so maybe they were just
sleepy. But just in case this individual
couldn't see the good in the morning let
me help them out.
What is good about the morning you
asked? Well this is what's good about
it. The fact that by God's compassion
we are not consumed for our sins. He
let His Son Jesus Christ die on the cross
for us. His mercies fail not they are new
every morning. So if we fail one day and
live to see another, we can start fresh
because of mercy. (Lem 3:21-23) In this
new year we can not take God grace
and mercy for granted. Any one of us
can be called at any time. Yes we all
have an appointed time, but none of us
knows when that time will be.
When we get up in the morning, we
are in our right minds, all senses working. We have use of our limbs, so we can
go about our business whether that is
work or school. You may not think that
this is much, but to the person who

have a copy which they can read for
themselves.
For the past 23 years,
Grace
Community Church has had the privilege to be involved in sending short-term
missions teams to Haiti, Dominican
Republic, St Vincent, Grenada, St
Maarten, Mexico, Grand Bahama, USA,
and last year to Camp Bahamas and
Tarpum Bay, Eleuthera. During these 23
years, over 350 persons from both Grace
and other Bahamian churches have been
involved in these mission trips.
God's messenger for this year's conference is Senior Pastor Allan Lee, Calvary
Bible Church. The church is looking for-

Disciplined attitude
GOD

ALLISON
MILLER

is more interested in our attitude

| than he is in our ability. If He can find in
us the proper attitude, He certainly can
make us able.
When Jesus called His disciples; He
placed priority on attitude rather than
ability. “And He saith unto them: Follow
me, and I will make you fishers of men”

(Matthew 4:19).

not be the best, but it is so much more

than a lot of people have and for that
God is faithful. Let's thankful to God
for all that He does that causes us to
have the things that we get.

<,
y

_

BISHOP VG
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He was looking for an

attitude of submission to his leadership.
With their submission he could develop
doesn’t have a job or can't go to school,
their abilities for soul-winning and minyou sure have a lot. We just take too
istry to the church.
many things for granted. As we learn to | Saul, the king of Israel, had no experigive thanks, we must give thanks for all ence in ruling a nation. He had no cabinet
things. The situation could have been a or political advisors to assist him in formwhole lot worse. Yes we could have
ing a government. How was he able to
been dead in our graves, not being able
form and lead a government?

to say thank you Lord for whatever we
have. Let's leave our ungratefulness in
the past and be thankful for whatever
situation we find ourselves in. Why?
Simply because it could have been a
whole lot worse. My pastor preaches in
this day and time we have no idea what
hard times are.
I wasn't angry at this person for saying what they said, but saw it as an
opportunity to tell them what is good
about that or any other morning. My
prayer is that we would be more aware
of what we have and where we are
because so many don't have it. It may

ward to see how God will use him to
challenge many to continue or increase
their missions commitment in praying,
sending, giving and going.
You are invited to join us at Grace's
25th
Annual
Global
Missions
Conference on Sunday, January 30 at 11
am, Wednesday, February 2 at 7.30 pm
and Sunday, February 6 at 9.30 amCombined Adult Classes and 11am closing of Missions Conference at Grace
Community Church. The theme for the
conference is “The Unfinished Task:
Reaching the Unreached”.
All are invited! Come, join us and be
blessed and challenged!

“And Saul also went home to Gibeah;
and there went with him a band of men,

whose hearts God had touched” (I Sam.
10:26). These were men with a disciplined
| and committed attitude. When

Saul’s atti-

tude changed from self-controlled to self| centeredness and self-indulgence, he was
rejected by the Lord and dethroned as
| King in a violent act of self-destruction (I

Sam. 31:3, 4).
A disciplined attitude is necessary for
| prayers to be answered and to have God’s
peace. A disciplined attitude is necessary

for effective witness (Ephesians 4:17-24).
The believers in Christ are to have a different
attitude
than
unbelievers.
| Believers are responsible for their attitude. Attitude is the source of actions.
An improper attitude will condemn us,
regardless of our actions. An attitude of
hatred and bitterness makes one a mur-

derer, even if no physical harm is done to
the person. Sin begins as an attitude. A
person is tempted, a receptive attitude
develops toward the temptation, and sin
is conceived in the heart. Actions follow
attitude towards the forbidden and wrong
thing.
Gideon’s army was reduced from thirty-two
thousand
to three
hundred

(Judges

7:17).

Twenty-two

thousand

were rejected because of an attitude of
fear.
Ninety-seven hundred were sent
home because they drank water with a
careless attitude of self-centeredness
without watchfulness and caution. God
took three hundred men with an attitude
of self-discipline and commitment and
delivered Israel.
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Hawall senators hold prayer despite vote to end It
HONOLULU
Associated

Press

A GROUP of nine Hawaii senators
held hands, bowed their heads and sought
God's blessing Wednesday, signaling that
they'll still pray despite a vote last week to
abandon official invocations.
Fears of court challenges compelled the
state Senate to end prayers, making it the
first legislative body in the nation to do so.
The informal prayer Wednesday took
place in the Senate chamber before the
daily lawmaking session, convened in such
a way so as not to contradict the decision
to remove invocations from Senate business.
"The message is that not all senators
have eliminated prayer," said Sen. Will
Espero,
D-Ewa-Ewa
Beach-Lower
Waipahu, who organized the group.
"We're well within the confines of the
law."
The 25-member Senate changed its
rules in a unanimous voice vote last
Thursday to end prayers after the
American Civil Liberties Union sent lawmakers a letter complaining that the invocations often referenced Jesus Christ, con-

travening

the separation

of church

and

State.

Senate leaders said they wanted to
avoid the potential for breaking the law,
but lawmakers who participated in the
quiet prayer Wednesday said their faith
has a place in their work.
"It's nice to start off the day with a
prayer because we need all the help we
can

get,"

said

Sen.

Mike

Gabbard,

D-

Kalaeloa-Makakilo.
The ACLU of Hawaii declined to comment Wednesday. The ACLU previously
has said the Senate’s action to remove

\
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photo provided by the Office of Senator Will Espero, Sen. Will Espero, D-Ewa-Ewa Beach-Lower Waipahu; Sen. Ronald Kouchi, D-KauaiSen. Gil Kahele, D-Hilo-Honokaa; Sen. Pohai Ryan, R-Lanikai-Waimanalo; Sen. Suzanne Chun Oakland, D-Kalihi-Liliha; Sen. Michelle
D-Mililani; Sen. Glenn Wakai, D-Salt Lake-Foster Village; Sen. Clarence Nishihara, D-Waipahu; Sen. Mike Gabbard, D-Kalaeloa-Makakilo
the senate floor Wednesday, Jan. 26, 2011 in Honolulu. Espero organized the event to show that the Senate has not eliminated prayer

even though it won't be a part of official proceedings. (AP)
prayers helps create an environment
where everyone feels welcome regardless
of spiritual beliefs.
Senate President Shan Tsutsui, who did

not participate in the prayer session, said
he condoned their independent movement to keep prayer alive.
"It's a matter of free speech," said

Tsutsui,

D-Wailuku-Kahului.

"We

do

encourage members, at their own will and
desire, to go ahead and engage in prayer."
He said prayers could be held in the
Senate in the future because the chamber's rules are silent on the issue following
last week's vote.
The brief prayer asked God to bless

senators’ choices and sought guidance to
do right for the people they represent,
said participant Sen. Pohai Ryan, DLanikai-Waimanalo.
"Government and faith should be separate. But just because I voted against it
doesn't mean I’m not a spiritual person,"
Ryan said.

some south Sudanese believe independence in Bible
NASHVILLE, Tenn.
Assocaited

Press

FOR
SOME © south
Sudanese
Christians, their opportunity vote for
independence from the largely Muslim
north is more than a condition of a peace
accord ending a two-decade civil war —
it's the divine will of God.
They believe the independence of their
nation was foretold in the Bible more
than 2,000 years ago. Isaiah 18 is one of
several passages that refers to the land of
Cush, which describes the people as tall
and smooth-skinned and the land as
divided by rivers.
"It used to be read so many times on
Sunday," said Ngor Kur Mayol, who
drove to Nashville from Atlanta earlier
this month to vote in the independence

referendum. "It mentions a lot the way
we were suffering in for so many years
and how that same suffering, we're going
to end it today, to vote for independence."
The interpretation is not so far-fetched,
said Ellen Davis, a professor at Duke
Divinity School who has been working
with the Episcopal Church of Sudan to
strengthen theological education there
since 2004.
"There's no doubt that Isaiah 18 really
is speaking about the people of the upper
Nile,” she said. "It really is speaking
about the Sudanese people."
Davis said the belief in the prophecy is
nearly universal among the Christians she
has met in Sudan.
"In
general
Sudanese
Christians
believe to a much greater extent than

mainline North American Christians that
the Bible speaks to current events, specifically political events,” Davis said.
Jock Paleak, pastor at the Sudanese
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in the
Nashville suburb of Gallatin, explained
how Isaiah 18 has been interpreted to
refer to independence.
"The Bible says when they will raise
their flag on the mountain, the whole
world will see."
The eyes of the world are now on
southern

Sudan,

Paleak

said,

as

they

await the official results of the referendum that will almost assuredly favor division of Africa's largest country by a wide
margin. Results released last week of voting by more than 8,000 Sudanese refugees
in the United States ran 99 percent in
favor of independence.

Isaiah 18 concludes with a passage
Paleak said predicts the end of rule by the
Muslim north.
He paraphrases and explains it: "'They
will bring their gifts to the mountain of
Zion,’

which

means

we

will be

free

to

praise God in our own way in our own
land."
Paleak said he has not come to a "100
percent conclusion” on whether the
prophecy
really refers to southern
Sudan's independence, but Pastor Malok
Deng, at Nashville's Sudanese Ministry
Bible Church, is certain.

He sees the suffering of the
Sudanese during the civil war that
million dead and the displacement
many who fled the war as part of a
plan described in Zephaniah 2 and

passages.
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