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Paul Moss 
resigns 

from PLP $500,000 sovt * 
contract prope 
Auditor General 
questions training 
of workers in solid 
waste management 

By PAUL G TURNQUEST 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net 

THE OFFICE of the Audi- 
tor General is questioning the 
payment of $537,327.50 to a 
Bahamian company contract- 
ed to train workers in the oper- 
ational and technical aspects of 
solid waste management, The 
Tribune can reveal. 
According to their report, 

SABL (Bahamas) Ltd was 
awarded the contract to pro- 
vide training of staff on Febru- 
ary 7, 2006, in the amount of 
$589,310, but hasn’t supplied 
sufficient documentation to jus- 
tify the $537,327.50 paid so far. 

This follows The Tribune’s 
revelations yesterday of how 
unscrupulous contractors 
embezzled $1.3 million from 
the Government through its 

solid waste management pro- 
gramme on the Family Islands. 
SABL (Bahamas) Ltd is co- 

owned by Judson Wilmott and 
Prince Wallace, who are also 
beneficial owners of BK Hold- 
ings along with Senator Jerome 
Fitzgerald, Mark Finlayson, and 
Philip Kemp. 

According to the Auditor 
General’s report, their investi- 
gators were provided with a 
schedule of payments between 
February 15, 2006, and April 4, 
2007, “some 14 months” for 
payments totalling $537,327.50 
- leaving an outstanding bal- 
ance of $51,982.50. 

However, the Auditor Gen- 
eral’s office said it could not 
verify the legitimacy of these 
payments as the accounting 
documents they requested were 

SEE page eight 
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By PAUL G TURNQUEST 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net 
  

  

IN a move which will undoubtedly affect his 
chances for winning the St Cecilia seat, Paul 
Moss officially tendered his resignation from the 
PLP yesterday, citing his increasing divergence of 
views and “disenchantment” with the party. 

Mr Moss has been the leading voice for the 
nomination of the party to run in the PLP strong- 
hold of St Cecilia which is currently represented 

SEE page eight   
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Atlantis employee 
‘saw police hit 
her colleague’ 

By MEGAN REYNOLDS 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net 

AN ATLANTIS employee 
has told how she watched help- 
lessly as police hit and hand- 
cuffed her colleague on their way 
home from work. 

Felicia Campbell, 29, a casi- 
no waitress at the Paradise Island 
resort, said she was in the back 
seat of Atlantis cleaner Maxine 
Adderley’s car when they were 
pulled over by a police car with 
such force Ms Adderley nearly 
crashed into a utility pole. 

A plain clothes police officer 
got out of a champagne coloured 

SEE page 12 
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DAYS after announcing 
he would be closing his mul- 
ti-million dollar manufactur- 
ing business in Grand 
Bahama, leading to the loss 
of 70 jobs and more than 300 
others scheduled to come on- 
stream this year, a major 
investor on the island 
claimed yesterday that other 
companies are set to make 
similar announcements with- 
in the week. 

Steve Howes, chairman of 

SEE page 12       

  

STREET NE AND DIRECTIONAL ats that have been 
knocked down or left in disrepair are soon to be fixed - 
according to the Ministry of Works.   

Pair sentenced to 

death for murder 

of policeman 
By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - TWO men 
were sentenced to death at the 
Supreme Court yesterday for 
the brutal murder of Police Cor- 
poral Eddison Bain. 

Edwin Bauld Jr and Wilfred 
McPhee Jr also received custo- 
dial sentences for other related 
offences, including kidnapping, 
robbery, and stealing. 

Bauld and McPhee received 
eight years on the kidnapping 
count. 

Bauld was also sentenced to 
12 years on each of the two rob- 

SEE page eight 

¢ SEE PAGE TWO 

  

  

By-election 
court set to 
hear closing 
arguments 

By NATARIO McKENZIE 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net 

CLOSING arguments in 
the Elizabeth by-election 
court hearing are expected to 
begin today after attorneys 
wrapped up their cases. 

Philip ‘Brave’ Davis, who 
represents the petitioner Leo 
Ryan Pinder of the Progres- 
sive Liberal Party, is expected 
to present his closing argu- 
ments this afternoon. 

Day four of the election 
court case concluded after two 

SEE page 12 
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Knocked down, damaged or left in disrepair eI 

  

PHOTOS: Felipé Major/Tribune staff 

  THROUGHOUT New Providence street name and directional signs have been knocked down or 
left in disrepair, creating traffic hazards and confusion for motorists and emergency services. 

But that is about to change, according to the government. 
Ministry of Works official Joanna Campbell said they are now in the process of resurrecting all 

the streets signs which have been knocked down or damaged, and putting in place new road name 
signs where none existed before. 

The project began in January and so far several areas in eastern New Providence have bene- 
fitted as a team moves throughout the island. 

Ms Campbell said that the entire project should be completed within six months.     
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Homecoming tor 

BAHAMIAN 
ARTIST 

4 Her work is 
unique in its 
materials and 

its use of material.’ 

NOELLE NICOLLS 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net 

CCLAIMED 
Bahamian 
artist Lillian 
Blades 

launched her first solo exhib- 
it in 12 years in her Nassau 
hometown. 

She exhibited 36 pieces, 
mostly work from 2009, at the 
New Providence Art and 
Antiques (NPAA) gallery 
during the Transforming 
Spaces art tour this weekend. 
Transforming Spaces is a 

popular nine-gallery art show 
organised annually by partic- 
ipating galleries. 

During the one day show, 
art enthusiasts are bused 
around on a tour of the gal- 
leries. 

Mrs Blades sold four pieces 
during the show and had sev- 
eral pending deals when she 
returned to Atlanta. 

She settled there with her 
husband after completing a 
masters degree in Fine Arts 
at Georgia State University. 
Her exhibit will be up until 
April 4. 

“She has certainly been 
very well received here and 
abroad too. There is a lot of 
love for her here, so many 
people supported her while 
she was away and going to 
school,” said Jay Koment, 
NPAA director. 

Living across the ocean, 
Mrs Blades may not be as vis- 
ible as other Bahamian artists 
like John Cox, who lives and 
works in Nassau, but she is 
just as prolific. 

Her work can be found is 

collections as far away as Ger- 
many and South Africa. The 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport and The 
East Atlanta Library show- 
case some of her most prized 
mixed-media assemblages. 

“All the comments I got 
and the people were supper 
supportive. I got to reconnect 
with a lot of artists, friends. I 
can’t say there was anything I 
did not like. It has just been 
too long. Transforming 
Spaces created the opportu- 
nity for me to see everybody 
at one time and then to have 
all of the work there and to be 
able to talk about it, just real- 
ly intensified (the experi- 
ence),” said Mrs Blades. 

Unique 

She hopes to have her 
worked selected for inclusion 
in the new airport complex 
under construction at the 
Lynden Pindling Internation- 
al Airport. There are 13 sites 
in the airport that will be pop- 
ulated with work from 38 
artists. Mrs Blades submitted 
two proposals. 

“Her work is unique in its 
materials and its use of mate- 
rial. It’s unique in the way her 
work symbolises both gener- 
ational connections, as well 
as connections that may be 
historical — Africa, US, 
Bahamas, and her own per- 
sonal connections. The 
colours can be very vibrant 
so they certainly liven any 
space up,” said Mr Koment. 

The title of the Nassau 
exhibit is “Reconnecting”. 
Among the major reconnec- 
tions featured in her work are 
linkages to the matriarchal 

Chronic Disease Prescription Drug Plan: launch date doubtful — 

    

  

tee 2. 
ACCLAIMED: Lillian 
Blades, who has 
launched her first solo 
exhibit in 12 years in 
her Nassau hometown. 

lines of her father and her 
mother — who died in child 
birth. 

Mrs Blades’ mother was a 
seamstress; the aunt who 
raised her was a florist, and 
her grand mother was also a 
florist. She said her family is 
credited with pioneering the 
art form in the country. 

Instead of regular paint, 
Mrs Blades uses cut fabric, 
predominantly with floral 
designs, to cover canvases of 
varying sizes, before they are 
quilted together to create 
unique mixed media designs. 

She said her art represents 
a bringing together of frag- 
ments, not just textiles. In one 
of her pieces an abstract 
‘“Goombay Punch’ looking 
face protrudes from the main 
canvas, styled using drift 
wood and an old pair of 
‘Made in China’ wrist ban- 
gles. 
“When I went to graduate 

school my professor chal- 
lenged me to think a little 
more symbolically in how I 
treated the theme (mother 
and child). I started to see my 
relationship with my mom as 
a microscopic view of my rela- 
tionship with everybody in 
terms of their relationship 
with their ancestral past,” said 
Mrs Blades. 

“Everyone in the Diaspo- 
ra is somewhat disconnected 
from their homeland. The 
idea of finding out about your 
ancestral roots, your founda- 

tion, makes you stronger. So it 
is like a broader approach to 
the mother and child theme,” 

she said. 
Mrs Blades is currently 

working on commissions and 
public art projects in Atlanta. 

AS the National Insurance Board con- 
tinues negotiations with pharmacies 
towards the establishment of the Chronic 
Disease Prescription Drug Plan, the hoped 
for April launch date is looking doubtful. 

"We are not going to rush into launching 
the programme. We are seeing to negotia- 
tions with the pharmacies. As soon as we 
conclude that, we will determine when the 
launch will be," said NIB Director Alger- 
non Cargill. 
Pharmacies received the draft contract 

earlier this month. 
They met with the NIB last week to 

voice their concerns. 
Mr Cargill said the meeting was pro- 

ductive and all preliminary questions were 
answered. The NIB is waiting for formal 
feedback from the group to see what 
changes can be made. 

He added: "Pre-registrations are going 
along well. 
“We have close to 5,000 people. We have 

enough people within our target group to 
launch the programme. We realise more 
people will register after the programme is 
launched.” 

Pharmacists previously expressed con- 
  

cerns about the lack of specific details 
about the plan. 

This was while they awaited receipt of 
the draft contract and answers to several 
questions they had posed to NIB officials. 

Dr Marvin Smith, president of the 
Bahamas Pharmacy Association (BPA) 
had questioned the pre-registration of ben- 
eficiaries at that time, when no pharmacies 
had yet signed on. 

Several pharmacies did give verbal 
agreements to NIB, and NIB said it was 
simply seeking to get a head-start as the 
registration process could take several 
months. 

Phase I of the Plan is expected to provide 
free medication for 11 chronic, non-com- 
municable diseases (CNCDs) to 35,000 
Bahamians who are either National Insur- 
ance pensioners, invalids, children under 
the age of 18, or young adults under the 
age of 25 who are full-time students. 

The plan will cover 170 medications used 
in the treatment of CNCDs such as arthri- 
tis, asthma, breast cancer, diabetes, glau- 
coma, high cholesterol, major depression, 
hypertension, ischaemic heart disease, 
prostate cancer and psychosis. 
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Personal privacy and the Internet 
If astranger came up to you on the street, 

would you give him your name, Social Secu- 
rity number and e-mail address? 

Probably not. 
Yet people often dole out all kinds of per- 

sonal information on the Internet that allows 
such identifying data to be deduced. Ser- 
vices like Facebook, Twitter and Flickr are 
oceans of personal minutia — birthday greet- 
ings sent and received, school and work gos- 
sip, photos of family vacations, movies 
watched and books read. 

Computer scientists and policy experts say 
that such small, seemingly innocuous bits of 
self-revelation can increasingly be collected 
and reassembled by computers to help create 
a complete picture of a person's identity, 
sometimes down to the Social Security num- 
ber. 

"Technology has rendered the conven- 
tional definition of personally identifiable 
information obsolete," said Maneesha 
Mithal, associate director of the Federal 
Trade Commission's privacy division. "You 
can find out who an individual is without 
it.” 

In a class project at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology that received some 
attention last year, Carter Jernigan and 
Behram Mistree analyzed more than 4,000 
Facebook profiles of MIT students, including 
links among online friends. The pair created 
software that predicted, with 78 percent accu- 
racy, whether a profile belonged to a gay 
male. The technique was verified using a 
group of students who had freely identified 
themselves as gay. 

So far, this type of powerful data mining, 
which relies on sophisticated statistical cor- 
relations to build individual dossiers, is most- 
ly in the realm of university researchers, not 
identity thieves and marketers. 

But the FTC is worried that laws and reg- 
ulations to protect privacy have not kept up 
with changing technology, and the agency is 
convening on Wednesday the third of three 
workshops on the issue. 

Its concerns are hardly far-fetched. Last 
fall, Netflix awarded $1 million to a team of 
statisticians and computer scientists who won 
a three-year contest to analyze the movie 
rental history of 500,000 subscribers and 
improve the predictive accuracy of Netflix's 
recommendation software by at least 10 per- 
cent. 

On Friday, Netflix said that it was shelving 
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plans for a second contest — bowing to pri- 
vacy concerns raised by the FTC and a pri- 
vate litigant. In 2008, a pair of researchers at 
the University of Texas showed that the cus- 
tomer data released for that first contest, 
despite being stripped of names and other 
direct identifying information, could often 
be “de-anonymized" by statistically analyzing 
an individual's distinctive pattern of movie 
ratings and recommendations. 

In social networks, people can increase 
their defenses against identification by adopt- 
ing tight privacy controls on information in 
personal profiles. Yet an individual's actions, 
researchers say, are rarely enough to pro- 
tect privacy in the interconnected world of 
the Internet. 

You may not disclose personal informa- 
tion, but your online friends and colleagues 
may do it for you, referring to your school or 
employer, gender, location and interests. 
Patterns of social communication, 
researchers say, are revealing. 

"Personal privacy is no longer an individ- 
ual thing,” said Harold Abelson, the com- 
puter science professor at MIT. "In today's 
online world, what your mother told you is 
true, only more so: people really can judge 
you by your friends." 

When collected together, the pool of infor- 
mation about each individual can form a dis- 
tinctive "social signature," researchers say. 

The power of computers to identify people 
from social patterns alone was demonstrated 
last year in a study by the same pair of 
researchers that cracked Netflix's anony- 
mous database: Vitaly Shmatikov, an asso- 
ciate professor of computer science at the 
University of Texas, and Arvind Narayanan, 
who is now a postgraduate researcher at 
Stanford University. 

By examining correlations between various 
online accounts, the scientists showed that 
they could identify more than 30 percent of 
the users of both Twitter, the microblogging 
service, and Flickr, an online photo-sharing 
service, even though the accounts had been 
stripped of identifying information like 
account names and e-mail addresses. 
"When you link these large data sets 

together, a small slice of our behavior and the 
structure of our social networks can be iden- 
tifying,” Shmatikov said. 

@ (This article is by Steve Lohr of the New 
York Times News Service)   

CARD OF THANKS 

FLORENCE LOCKHART 
MARCH 17TH, 1922 —- 
FEBRUARY 6TH, 2010 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

MC! 

We, the family of the late 

Florence “Flo Jo” Lockhart, 

wish bo express our 

gratitude and heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation for 
the prayers, telephone calls, 

visits, cards, floral arrange- 
ments and words of 

encouragement received | jj 

during the time of our 
recent loss. ‘Your kind 

suppont and expressions of 

lowe and caring has been, 
and will continue to bea 

source of great strength and 
ccamibort te us. 

  

Spectal thanks to our extended family and friends, especially those 
who came from abroad. 

Fr. Crosley and Mrs. Walkine, Fr. Hugh Bartlett and Mrs. Bartlett, 
Pr. Dwight Bowe amd Mrs. Bowe, Dr. Caroline Burmeti-Garraway, 

Dr. Adrian Sawyer, Dr. Loxley Munroe and Team, The Private Surgi- 
cal Ward of The Princess Margaret Hospital and St. Anne's Church 

Famuly. iI 

LAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU, 

GENE & ROY-ANNE ALBURY, PHYLLIS & PETER CARRAWAY 
AND THERESA “BABY LOU" & DWAYNE PEPPER 

THE TRIBUNE 
  

Exchange Control 
should be abolished 

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

Please grant me space in 
your valuable column to share 
some thoughts regarding 
Bahamian Exchange Control. 

The Governor of the Central 
Bank of The Bahamas, Wendy 
Craigg, recently announced a 
few changes to the Exchange 
Control process to increase effi- 
ciency. 

I wish to advise Governor 
Craigg that these new changes 
are not sufficiently adequate to 
make the Bahamas particularly 
attractive to the foreign 
investor. If the Bahamas gov- 
ernment is serious about 
improving our economy and 
making this archipelago a mag- 
net for foreign investment, then 
Isuggest Exchange Control be 
completely abolished. It is a 
road block, it limits the free 
flow of cash and stifles eco- 
nomic growth and development 
in the Bahamas. 

Exchange Control serves no 
meaningful purpose in this 
modern era. It was established 
in the Bahamas by the British 
Government during World War 
II to ensure cash reserves were 
protected and spent only with- 
in the British Empire during a 
time of war. It is a tool of war; 
the Bahamas is not at war with 
any nation that I know of. 

Today Exchange Control is 
a mechanism used by commu- 
nist countries and other oppres- 
sive regimes to control how pri- 
vate citizens spend their money. 

LETTERS 
letters@triobunemedia.net 

  

For example, it severely limits 
the ability of Bahamians to 
invest outside of the Bahamas; 
it also denies Bahamians access 
to a wide variety of overseas 
financing options such as ven- 
ture capital. Capital for 
Bahamian entrepreneurs is lim- 
ited inside the borders of the 
Bahamas; therefore we must 
have unrestricted access to 
international sources of capi- 
tal. Exchange Control also cre- 
ates unnecessary bureaucracy 
and red tape for investors wish- 
ing to do business in the 
Bahamas. 

The national currency of a 
nation is normally supported 
by its natural resources such as 
vast reserves of oil, natural gas, 
coal, precious minerals, etc. The 
Bahamas has no vast natural 
resources. Hence, Exchange 
Control and the Central Bank 
are tools used by the govern- 
ment to prop up our bogus cur- 
rency. The Bahamian dollar is 
equal in value to the US dollar 
only within the Bahamas; out- 
side of the Bahamas the 
Bahamian dollar is weak. 
Bahamians if you doubt what I 
say, whenever you pass through 
Miami International Airport 
again, stop at one of the cur- 
rency exchange booths to 
exchange Bahamian currency 

for US dollars. You will dis- 
cover that outside of the 
Bahamas the Bahamian dollar 
is worth less than the US dollar. 
I do not know the exact cost, 
but I would venture to say that 
it cost the Public Treasury 
upwards of ten million dollars a 
year to maintain our bogus 
national currency. This is ridicu- 
lous. The cost to maintain the 
Bahamian dollar could, instead, 
be used to upgrade health care 
facilities and the educational 
system in our country. The pop- 
ulation of the Bahamas and its 
economy are just too small to 
maintain a national currency. 

The US dollar is strong and 
stable, and is the world’s fore- 
most reserve currency. It is the 
official currency of countries 
like Panama, Ecuador, El Sal- 
vador, East Timor, Turks & 
Caicos Islands, and the British 
Virgin Islands. In many other 
countries the US dollar is the 
de facto currency, where only a 
small amount of national cur- 
rency is printed for profit, as a 
souvenir item. 

For the sake of prosperity 
and efficiency, the Bahamas 
should adopt the US dollar as 
its national currency and do 
away with Exchange Control. 

MARIO V V 
CARTWRIGHT 
Clarence Town, 
Long Island, 
Bahamas, 
January 18, 2010. 
  

RET Ta 
EDITOR, The Tribune. 

Tam writing in response to the recent comments published 
in response to the resignation of Minister McCartney. 

Minister McCartney was a popular minister among a wide 
spectrum of the society because he was seen to be imple- 
menting the policies supported by the majority of Bahamians. 
Tam not a supporter of either political party. I believe that I 
represent the voter whose support caused the FNM to win the 
last election and will most likely cause them to lose the upcom- 
ing general election if the current trend continues. 

In some quarters, we are referred to as generation ‘X’. We 
vote on issues that affect us, our children and our communi- 
ties. We support the party that closest resembles our position 
on these issues. Most of us are highly educated with a mini- 
mum of one post graduate degree and we have lived in at least 
one country outside of The Bahamas. 

I am very disturbed by the recent developments in my 
country. I was mortified when the Prime Minister’s reaction to 
the outcry upon releasing the immigrants held at the Deten- 
tion Centre was to, in essence, refer to persons like me as hyp- 
ocrites. The electorate has changed. It will no longer tolerate 
persons in power who use the granting of citizenship to try to 
gain votes while giving away our children’s birthright! Many 
of us work in industries where we daily experience another 
kind of discrimination where we are treated like second class 
citizens in our own country. We find ourselves now with a Min- 
ister in charge of Immigration who is not able to relate to our 
concerns and is clearly an integral part of the problem as 
opposed to being a part of the solution. 

Former Minister McCartney represents this new generation 
in the country. It is to the detriment of the FNM that he is no 
longer doing the work the people want and are crying out for. 
Mr Ingraham should remember that generation X is as likely 
to vote for the another party as a vote against the type of poli- 
cies that they see as dangerous and detrimental to them and to 
their children as they are to support a party whose policies they 
support. 

GENERATION 
X MOTHER 
& VOTER 
Nassau, 
March, 2010. 

Cc 
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Was an Environmental 

Impact Study prepared? 

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

There seems to be a certain 
amount of uncertainty as to how 
the new proposed container 
depots on Gladstone Road will be 
operating and how and at what 
time of the day/night the contain- 
ers will be allowed to move on our 
roads once the imports are cleared 
from customs. 

I am interested in purchasing a 
plot of land on which I plan to 
build for myself and retain some 
land for my children in the future 
but if I hear right no containers 
will be allowed on the roads in 
daylight so does this mean any res- 
idence in the Gladstone Road area 
— Fire Trial — Carmichael area 
will have to endure the noise all 
night of the trucks and tractors 
moving the cleared freight from 
the proposed container depots? 

I like where I have found the 
land but if the Gladstone contain- 
er depots are set-up and the con- 
tainers after clearing customs will 
only be moved at night I will nat- 
urally not be interested as the 
noise and pollution will be horrif- 
ic. Can Minister Deveaux of the 
BEST Commission advise? 

Was there any Environmental 
Impact Study prepared for this 
eventuality and where can I obtain 
a copy? 

PATRICIA BOWLEG 
Nassau, 
February 12, 2010.     

DIVIDEND NOTICE 

TO ALL SHAR EHOLDERS 

The Board of Directors of Commonwealth Bank Limited has 

Declared a Quarterly Dividend for Common, “A”, “B”, “C”, “D’, 

“BE”, “F”, “G”, “H” and “Il” Preference Shares, to all shareholders 

of record at March 24, 2010, as follows:- 

Common 

“A” Preference 

“B” Preference 

“C” Preference 

“D” Preference 

“E” Preference 

“F” Preference 

“G” Preference 

“H” Preference 

“l’? Preference 

5c per share 

7% per annum payable quarterly 

7% pe rannum payable quarterly 

7% pe rannum payable quarterly 

7% per annum payable quarterly 

7% per annum payable quarterly 

7% per annum payable quarterly 

7% pe rannum payable quarterly 
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Agent, in the usual manner. 

Charlene A. Bosfield 
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Robin Schmidt 
wins $21,000 
for his film 
‘Open Your Eyes’ 

By ROBERT BAIN 

THIRTY-two-year old 
Robin Schmidt was named 
winner of the Bahamas 14 
Islands Film Challenge on 
Monday night for his short 
musical film about life in 
Long Island. 

At aceremony hosted by 
the British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts in 
London, Mr Schmidt beat 
out the other 13 finalists to 
win $21,000 (£14,000) for 
his film, ‘Open Your Eyes.’ 

The film depicts a boy 
who falls asleep in school 
and is whisked away into 
the magical world of the 
‘island genie’. 
Mr Schmidt jumped in 

the air and danced when his 
name was read out. 

Pleased 

He told The Tribune: “I 
feel really pleased, very 

happy. 
“The opportunity to do 

something like this doesn’t 
come along very often.” 

Minister of Tourism Vin- 
cent Vanderpool-Wallace 
described Mr Schmidt’s film 
as “outstanding”. 
Second prize went to 

Nimer Rashed for his tale 
about the flamingoes of 
Inagua, and third prize 
went to Mark Drake for his 
film about a woman from 
Mayaguana learning to 
swim. 

BAHAMAS 14 Islands Film Challenge winner Robin Schmidt 

The audience choice 
award went to Kevin Curtis 
for his story of young love 
on Acklins and Crooked 
Island. 
The competition was 

designed to spur interest 
in the 14 island groups 
being promoted by the 
Bahamas Tourist Office in 
the UK. 

Contestants first had to 
submit a short film about a 
local hero, and the best 14 
were picked out to fly out 
to the islands of the 
Bahamas and make a film 
about one of the islands and 
its people, in 14 days. 

Each filmmaker lived and 
worked with a local person, 
in Mr Schmidt’s case, 
Charles Knowles, who also 
appears in the film. 
Mr Schmidt said his film 

was inspired by Long Island 
and its people. 

Energy 

“It’s a place of colour and 
energy and vibrancy and 
fun. I wanted the film to be 
a dazzler. 

“Then I heard about rake 
and scrape so I thought I'd 
do something funny and 
musical.” 

Bahamas to push for public-private 
partnership to fight terrorism 

By MATT MAURA 

THE Bahamas today begins 
its tenure as chair of the Inter- 
American Committee against 
Terrorism (CICTE) with a 
push towards the establishment 
of public-private sector part- 
nerships (PPPs) in the fight 
against terrorism as the group’s 
10th Regular Session gets 
underway in Washington, DC. 

There are six broad-based 
goals and objectives the 
Bahamian delegation, led by 
National Security Minister 
Tommy Turnquest, is expected 
to pursue during its tenure as 
chair of CICTE. 

These include advancing the 
country’s efforts in fighting ter- 
rorism; to cause the Bahamas 
to develop a national counter- 
terrorism strategy and to 
improve the capacities and 
capabilities of Bahamian agen- 
cies and institutions to address 
the challenges of terrorism “in 
a holistic way”. 

The 10th Regular Session 
will mark the first time that 
PPPs will receive this kind of 
focused consideration and 
attention even though previ- 
ous declarations issued by 
CICTE have made reference 
to the important role the pri- 
vate sector can play in the fight 
against terrorism. 
Bahamian National Securi- 

ty officials said the establish- 
ment of a broad-based public- 
private sector partnership in 
the fight against terrorism will 
be high on their agenda as 
PPP’s are critical in the war on 
terrorism and transnational 
crimes — particularly with 
regards to small-island nations 
such as the Bahamas. 

Additional goals the 
Bahamian delegation wishes to 
achieve include ensuring that 
specific programmes, work- 
shops and seminars are devel- 
oped that would benefit the 
Bahamas and other small- 
island states in combating ter- 
rorism; to establish a broad- 
based public-private partner- 
ship in the fight against terror- 
ism. Another goal is to ratify 
the Inter-American Conven- 
tion against Terrorism. 

“Public-private partnerships 
are progressive institutions that 
seek to mobilise national 
resources, be they public or pri- 
vate, human or material, in the 
fight against a common threat,” 
National Security officials said. 

“PPP’s are established out 
of a recognition that expertise, 
skills, intelligence and 
resources do not repose in one 
sector, but exists throughout. 
It is also recognition that the 
most effective national strate- 
gies, though led by govern- 
ment, require the involvement 
of private and civil sectors. 

“In effective crime-fighting 
strategies, the role of the pub- 
lic is critical, indeed the catch- 
word in fighting crime is part- 
nership 

“Moving forward, what is 
required of the Bahamas, 
among other things, is the 
design and development of a 
dedicated counter-terrorism 
public-private partnership. Our 
prominence in CICTE at this 
time will help advance this 
agenda,” officials said. 

Minister Turnquest heads 
the Bahamian delegation to 

Washington to participate in 
the meetings. Mr Turnquest 
left New Providence yesterday. 

He is accompanied by Peter 
Deveaux-Isaacs, under-secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Nation- 
al Security. The sessions run 
March 17-19. 
CICTE is an entity of the 

Organisation of American 
States (OAS) that was estab- 
lished in conformity with the 
OAS Charter. 

Its main purpose is to pro- 
mote and develop cooperation 
among member states in order 
to prevent, combat and elimi- 
nate terrorism in accordance 
with the principles of the OAS 
convention against terrorism, 
and with full respect of the sov- 
ereignty of states, the rule of 
international law, including 
humanitarian, international 
human rights and international 
refugee laws. 

Wishing this World War [T Veteran a 

HAPPY 90'™ 
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Around 400 entries were 

initially received, and Mr 
Schmidt’s film was picked 
as the best of the final 14 
by a judging panel including 
Bharat Nalluri, director of 
UK TV shows ‘Spooks’ and 
‘Life on Mars’; Finola 
Dwyer, producer of the 
Oscar-nominated ‘An Edu- 
cation’; and Tommy 
Thompson, deputy Direc- 
tor General of the Bahamas 
Ministry of Tourism. 

e SEE TODAY’S ARTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT SECTION 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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LOCAL NEWS 

Bahamas 14 Islands Film 
A BERNARD ROAD 

man charged with the mur- 
der of an 18-year-old man 
who was stabbed to death 
late last month was 
arraigned in a Magistrate’s 
Court yesterday. 

Police have charged 
Kirkwood Storr, 48, with 
the February 28 murder of 
Livingston Davis. 

Davis, also known as 
“Winky” was stabbed mul- 
tiple times in a Black Vil- 
lage home. 

The body of the victim, 
a resident of Bonaby Alley 
off Kemp Road, was dis- 
covered by police who were 
initially called to the scene 
of a traffic accident in the 
area of Poinciana Drive 
and Hospital Lane at 
around 11.38pm. 

Police reported that after 
receiving the stab wounds, 
it appeared that Davis got 
into a vehicle, which trav- 
elled some distance before 
crashing into another car. 

Storr, who appeared 
before Chief Magistrate 

Man charged with 
‘feenager’s murder 

Challenge winner named | Roger Gomez in Court 
One, Bank Lane yesterday, 
was not required to enter a 
plea to the murder charge. 

He was also not required 
to enter a plea to two 
assault charges. 

His attorney Jomo 
Campbell told the Chief 
Magistrate that Storr suf- 
fered from kidney prob- 
lems and needed medical 
treatment. 

The Chief Magistrate 
ordered that Storr be taken 
to see a doctor. The 
accused was then remanded 
to Her Majesty’s Prison. 

His case has been 
adjourned to March 22 and 
transferred to Court 11 in 
Nassau Street. 
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TEACHERS AND SALARIED 

WORKERS CO-OPERATIVE 

CREDIT UNION LTD. 

All Members, the General Public 

& other Co-operatives are cordially invited 

to attend an 

INFORMATIONAL SESSION 
On 

Thursday March 18, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

at 

Teachers & Salaried Workers 

Co-operative Credit Union Ltd. 

Headquarters Building 

On East Street South & 

Independence Drive 

Topic: 

“WILLS & INHERITANCE” 

SPEAKER WILL BE: 

Attorney: Deidre Maycock 

Refreshments will be served  
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Using natural gas to produce 
electricity in the Bahamas 

By LARRY SMITH 

ENERGY security is not 
just a concern for America, 
which now gets 70 per cent of 
its oil from unstable or even 
hostile countries. It's also 
something we Bahamians 
must deal with. 

Currently, we import all of 
the fossil fuel (heavy fuel oil, 
diesel, aviation gas and gaso- 
line) we use to generate elec- 
tricity and power our cars, 
boats and planes. 

This makes us highly vul- 
nerable to supply shortages 
and price shocks - things we 
have no control over. 

Electricity demand in the 
Bahamas is growing by some 
five per cent a year, BEC says. 

And that figure is based on 
the assumption that projected 
energy conservation measures 
such as lighting and appliance 
efficiency improvements along 
with a major expansion of 
solar water heating are put in 
place to curb demand. 

That five per cent growth 
represents some 13 megawatts 
at a cost of $1.5 million per 
megawatt installed - about $20 
million a year, or $200 million 
over 10 years. But several gov- 
ernment ministers have admit- 
ted that BECs financial con- 
dition is grave. 

In fact, when oil prices 
spiked in 2008, the govern- 
ment was forced to exempt 
BEC from paying duty on 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in fuel imports to stem 
losses. 

And it's a safe bet that rate 
increases are on the way, 
whether oil prices rise or not. 
BEC uses heavy fuel oil to 

produce electricity on New 
Providence and diesel for its 
smaller out island generating 
plants. It is currently spend- 
ing well over a hundred mil- 

lion dollars to build new plants 
on Abaco, Eleuthera and 
Bimini, and is about to spend 
millions more to upgrade Nas- 
sau's Clifton plant. 

Meanwhile, efforts over the 
past three years - supported 
by the Inter-American Devel- 
opment Bank - to identify and 
introduce utility-scale renew- 
able energy supplies have yet 
to show any results. And even 
if some projects are eventual- 
ly implemented, they will 
account for only a few per- 
centage points of demand, 
meaning we can look forward 
to another energy price spiral 
as the world economy recov- 
ers. 

Liquid 
What can we do about this? 

Well, efficiency measures 
alone could save up to 30 per 
cent on energy costs, experts 
say. But there is also new 
interest in using natural gas to 
produce electricity in the 
Bahamas. We would still have 
to import gas as we do oil - 
either in liquid or compressed 
form - but new technologies 
are opening up vast gas 
reserves around the world that 
will have a significant impact 
on price and availability. 

This story has been gather- 
ing momentum for the past 
year or so, and now the inter- 
national press is heralding nat- 
ural gas as a game changer for 
the world's energy and emis- 
sions quandry. Preliminary 
estimates suggest that shale 
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gas resources around the 
world (shale is a sedimentary 
rock) could be equivalent to, 
or even greater, than current 
proven natural gas reserves. 
Perhaps much greater. 

The Financial Times recent- 
ly described enthusiasm for 
shale deposits as "part of a 
wider revival for a fuel that 
could cut carbon emissions 
and transform global politics ... 
Within three years the world 
has gone from running out of 
natural gas to being drowned 
in it (and) the implications are 
profound.” 

North American natural gas 
resources have risen to a level 
that could supply current con- 
sumption for well over 100 
years, according to the respect- 
ed Massachusetts-based Cam- 
bridge Energy Research Asso- 
ciates. 
And more importantly, 

development of this expand- 
ed resource may be able to 
meet significantly increased 
levels of demand without sig- 
nificant increases in prices. 

"The unconventional natur- 
al gas revolution has lowered 
the natural gas price outlook 
and made gas more competi- 
tive while encouraging higher 
expectations for security of 
supply—a dramatic shift from 
just half a decade ago," 
according to a recent report 
by CERA. This is dramatical- 
ly changing the global energy 
outlook and transforming the 
debate over generating elec- 
tricity." 

Gas is the cleanest of all fos- 
sil fuels, producing about 30 
per cent less carbon than oil 
and 50 per cent less than coal - 
and if spilled it simply evapo- 
rates with no harm to the envi- 
ronment. 

In the face of new regula- 
tions to control carbon emis- 
sions, increased gas supply will 
likely lead to more gas con- 
sumption by electric utilities 
because of the relatively low- 
er carbon emissions. And gas- 
fired power plants can also be 
built more quickly and at less 
cost than coal-fired or nuclear 
plants. 

Here at home, BEC and 
Grand Bahama Power can, 
with minor modifications, burn 
gas in their combustion tur- 
bines. BEC could also burn 
gas in their Family Island 
medium and high speed diesel 

You owe it to yourself to visit our showroom 

2010 

engines, and even in their 
slow-speed diesels, some say, 
producing economies of scale 
in tankage costs and more effi- 
cient fuel handling at all its 
Sites. 

So what impact does all this 
have on the liquified natural 
gas terminals that have been 
proposed for Freeport and 
Ocean Cay over the past sev- 
eral years to transship gas 
from Trinidad to the United 
States? Well, just last month 
Alan Kelley, the CEO of 
Grand Bahama Power, said he 
was still pursuing such a ter- 
minal at Freeport in conjunc- 
tion with the government and 
Hutchinson Whampoa, 
Freeport's top corporate part- 
ner. 

Terminals 

Successive governments 
have balked at approving the 
construction of multi-million- 
dollar LNG terminals in the 
Bahamas in the face of safety 
and environmental concerns. 
The outlook is now further 
clouded by the improved sup- 
ply of natural gas in the US. 
Since the minimum economic 
size for LNG facilities can han- 
dle much larger volumes of gas 
than the Bahamas could pos- 
sibly use, this means that a 
good portion of what we 
import would need to be re- 
exported - with Florida as the 
obvious market. 

A few years ago there were 
40 applicants clamouring to 
obtain permits to build new 
LNG receiving terminals in 
the US, but now analysts are 
saying that the newly accessi- 
ble reserves of shale gas will 
allow the US to effectively 
close its doors to LNG 
imports. 

This means that AES and 
Tractebel, the two companies 
that were seeking to build 
LNG terminals here should 
probably buy the government 
a round of drinks for its seven- 
year stall. 

For long-distance move- 
ment, natural gas is condensed 
into a liquid at the source of 
supply by cooling to 260 
degrees below zero. 

It can then be shipped in 
specially built tankers to other 
locations, where it is converted 
back into a gas for use as a 
fuel. 

A re-gasification facility 
costs several hundred million 
dollars to develop. 
Meanwhile, Utilities Minis- 

ter Phenton Neymour has 
acknowledged that oil compa- 
nies are increasingly reluctant 
to supply the Family Islands 
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with diesel due to high ship- 
ping costs, environmental 
risks, small volumes and bur- 
densome scheduling require- 
ments. And recently, retired 
Nassau-based shipping con- 
sultant Bill Bardelmeier sug- 
gested that we consider using 
new compressed natural gas 
(CNG) tankers to supply BEC 
facilities around the country. 

"There has been a new 
wave of interest in transport- 
ing natural gas under pressure. 
The objective is simply to pack 
a lot of molecules of gas into a 
small space for economic 
transport to the marketplace. 
As I see it now, Abaco would 
likely use a couple CNG shut- 
tles to run from the big LNG 
terminal at Savannah, or from 
a Gulf of Mexico export ter- 
minal. CNG deserves a close 
look in any event," he said. 

In my view, the often hys- 
terical controversy that has 
swirled around the Bahamian 
LNG proposals was never 
rooted in reality. There are 
certainly risks. But are they 
any greater than the risks we 
currently face with heavy fuel 
oil and diesel transport and 
storage, where the environ- 
mental dangers are well 
known? 

The fact is that all existing 
large-scale energy technolo- 
gies (from nuclear to coal, oil 
and gas) present substantial 
safety hazards - both natural 
and man-made. 

Several companies have 
drilled for oil in Bahamian 
waters over the past 50 years. 

And there is no doubt that 
oil exploration and production 
will have a huge impact on our 
marine environment because a 
significant percentage of any 
oil produced offshore spills 
into the sea. 

A recent Saudi report esti- 
mated that a million barrels of 
oil and waste products are 
dumped or spilled into the 
Persian Gulf every year by 
shipping alone, for example. 

On the other hand, using 
gas to fuel our power plants 
will certainly eliminate the 
prospect of catastrophic oil 
spills - something that many 
Abaconians are worried about 
with the Wilson City power 
plant now under construction. 

A gas-based solution, on its 
own, does not provide a long- 
term path to a low-carbon 
future, but it can be part of a 
portfolio of options - includ- 
ing renewables - that will even- 
tually get us there. 
According to BEC chair- 

man Michael Moss, "I do 
believe we need to seriously 
look at gas to improve our fuel 
supply security and reduce our 
exposure to oil price fluctua- 
tions through diversification. 
We need to pursue renewables 
for the same reason. Also, in 

a 

spite of all the naysayers, nat- 
ural gas is less offensive to the 
atmosphere than other fossil 
fuels we presently use. 

“It's all a question of price, 
with environmental issues 
being a plus." 

Currently, the benchmark 
price of gas in America is the 
equivalent of less than half the 
cost of a barrel of oil - about 
$30. 

As the world economy 
recovers and utilities build 
more gas-fired plants, prices 
are expected to pick up again. 
"But rising US production is 
likely to put a ceiling on how 
far they can rise," the Finan- 
cial Times says. 

"The vision of a gas-based 
energy system, cheap, clean 
and secure, is a seductive one." 

Stephen Chu, the US energy 
secretary, recently said gas 
could be "a key enabler of 
renewable energy" by acting 
as a bridge or transition fuel as 
the world shifts toward renew- 
able energy and a lower-car- 
bon environment. Others feel 
it is part of the long-term ener- 
gy solution. 

Power companies, including 
BEC, are facing big questions 
about fuel choice and new 
generating capacity. 
And today’s investment 

decisions will determine the 
outcome 20 or 30 years from 
now. 

For example, US power 
demand could grow by a third 
over the next two decades, 
requiring 270 gigawatts of new 
capacity—equivalent to 540 
new gas-fired or coal-fired 
units or more than 200 nuclear 
units. BEC's maximum 
demand last year was some 
240 megawatts while GB Pow- 
er's peak was about 70 
megawatts. 

Expansion 
Renewables are not yet a 

solution at utility scale. 
Assuming a demand growth 
rate of 5 per cent per annum 
the output from a proposed 
20-megawatt waste-to-energy 
plant at the Harrold Road 
dump will be consumed in less 
than two years. Expansion of 
conventional plant is therefore 
critical even as alternative 
options are pursued, BEC 
chiefs say. And switching to 
gas may be the best we can 
hope for at this time. 

It's all about balance 
between conservation and 
energy. What good is it to 
have a wonderful natural envi- 
ronment if the economy is so 
bad people can’t enjoy it? 

And what good is it to have 
a wonderful economy if nature 
has been destroyed, and we 
live with polluted skies and 
seas. 
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AFTER THE BUILDINGS are digitally graphed and plotted in the GIS system, the models are 
organised on a BGNIS map of New Providence. Mr Chin shows how the aerial view of the Down- 
town Redevelopment Project helps developers, researchers and architects use the student docu- 
mentation to measure the progress of their work. 

Students are given 

By GENA GIBBS 

THE Downtown Redevel- 
opment Project is offering 
architecture students an oppor- 
tunity to document measure- 
ments and locations of historic 
buildings and redraft lost blue- 
prints included in the Down- 
town Redevelopment Project. 

Five governmental partners 
came together to give the stu- 
dents a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to learn their his- 
tory through hands-on experi- 
ence. 

“The Downtown Redevel- 
opment Partnership works 
with five partners, all gathering 
data about Bay Street through 
the Bahamas National Geo- 
graphic Information Service 
(BNGIS), and the Antiquities, 
Monuments and Museums 
Corporation (AMMC) will be 
the repository of that informa- 
tion,” said Andrew Chin, 
Assistant Dean of Florida 
A&M University. 

“The GIS database allows 
us to query information and 
produces maps of 11,000 build- 
ings, 200 of which are historic 
buildings, within the study area 
to get answers.” 

The AMMC welcomed stu- 
dents on March 11 from The 
College of The Bahamas and 
Florida A&M University to 
build a relationship with the 
architectural history of The 
Bahamas. The AMMC is 
supervising the group of archi- 
tectural students. 

“The three objectives of this 
exercise is to provide digital 
resources to Government 
agencies, build the technical 
capacity of Bahamian students, 
and develop the leadership 
skills of our own graduate stu- 
dents,” said Mr Chin. 

“The three different projects 
are linked together through 
establishing a historic site data- 
base, building digital models 
of historical buildings, as well 
as building a digital rendition, 
called a Geographic Informa- 
tion Systems map.” 

Buildings 
The educational partnership 

is amix of undergraduates and 
graduates, Bahamian and non- 
Bahamian students from COB 
and FAMU, working together 
and learning about Bahamian 
history through architecture 
that dates back to the early 
1700s. The students are 
responsible for taking mea- 
surements so signature build- 
ings that have no drawings or 
blueprints to date can be 
redrawn in the future. 

“The architectural drawings 
of most of our historic build- 
ings are limited or do not exist 
at all, so the students are 
studying the details of the 
building, measuring how the 
buildings meet the ground, and 
coding the information,” said 
Mr Chin. 

“If you have 200 buildings 
with 20 to 30 photos each, you 
have to store that information 
somewhere to use for research 
at a later time because from 
the photos we make the mod- 
els. That is why we have teams 
of students here.” 

The AMMC is ultimately 
responsible for the research of 
the Downtown Redevelop- 
ment Project, and the students 
are responsible for gathering 
and documenting the informa- 
tion they use and data entry 
work. 
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VENDUE HOUSE is one of the first social b 
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uildings erected in 
    

the 1800s. It was a multi-purpose structure that served as an infor- 
mation centre for government notices, a market place to buy 
household goods, and an auction house to buy and sell slaves. The 
AMMC lists the antique market place as one of the main centre- 
pieces of the Downtown Redevelopment Project because of its 
close proximity to the gates of the City of Nassau and the Wood- 
es Rogers Wharf waterfront. 

  

      
BALCONY House is an historic site that dates back to the mid- 
1700s. It is highlighted on the AMMC’s list as a cultural tourism 
attraction in the Downtown Redevelopment Project. 

    

  

models of historic buildings being recorded by the GIS coding 
system at the AMMC. 

Mr Chin explained that 
COB’s undergraduate students 
are partnering with graduate 
students from FAMU. 

With a limited budget, the 
AMMC has funded travel and 
accommodations for two sepa- 
rate teams of students. The stu- 
dents are taking the opportu- 
nity to gain experience in the 
architecture field. 

“The students are the main 
worker bees of the project and 

have donated a great deal of 
time and travel to the project,” 
said Mr Chin. 

“The AMMC is using some 
of their funds to provide schol- 
arships for Bahamian students 
studying architecture at 
FAMU.” 

“The project is labour inten- 
sive which could get expensive, 
however it becomes more cost 
effective if it is done by stu- 
dents,” he said. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2010, PAGE 7 

-— Resort officials claim 

newspaper report is 
‘misleading and unfair’ 
By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 
  

FREEPORT - Our Lucaya Resort offi- 
cials have denied a report in The Freeport 
News which claimed the resort is not per- 
forming well, calling the article “erroneous, 
misleading, and unfair.” 

Public relations director Earnestine 
Moxyz said he was disappointed by the 
article, in which the property was described 
as a “ghost town”. It featured a photo- 
graph of a deserted pool-side. 

“The article in The Freeport News is 
totally erroneous and I am very upset about 
that article, it is unfair,” she told The Tri- 
bune. 

“The photo is misleading and based on 
the photograph, it appears that it was tak- 
en on a cloudy day or in the early morning 

: when the temperature is cold and when no 

chance to help map | 
out historic Nassau | 

one is at the pool at that hour,” she said. 
“Every body in Grand Bahama knows 

that last week and recently we have been 
waking up to cold temperatures in the 50s.” 

Occupancy 
The article claimed room occupancy is 

low and suggested the property has been 
under-promoted. 
When asked about occupancy levels Ms 

Moxyz said she did not have the numbers at 
hand, but pointed out that the 478-room 
Reef Village was overbooked recently, as 
was the Radisson Resort. 

She also noted that a significant effort 
is being undertaken on promotion of the 

: property. 

Our Lucaya has 1,218 guest rooms, 
restaurants, a convention centre, and state- 
of-the-art amenities. It sits on prime beach- 
front property on Lucaya Beach. 

In December, Grand Bahama Port 
Authority principal Sir Jack Hayward crit- 
icised the Hutchison Group for the “awful” 

“P; \° Bank of The Bahamas 
i i beh I I I 

Cul 

job it had done in administering and pro- 
moting the resort. 

“One of the problems with tourism is 
the lack of promotion of Our Lucaya.” Sir 
Jack told Tribune Business. 

But according to Ms Moxyz, $6.1 mil- 
lion is spent every year to promote prop- 
erty. She said the $800,000 figure reported 
in the article is false. 

“We have a number of promotions going 
on. All of our sales reps are in the mar- 
Ketplace attending trade shows in the US 
working in conjunction with tour opera- 
tors. 

Wholesalers 

“We have reps in Berlin attending ITB 
right now, meeting with wholesalers and 
tour operators over there to get new ven- 
dors and operators coming to the destina- 
tion,” she said. 

Ms Moxyz also noted that they are work- 
ing closely with their partners, including 
Treasure Bay Casino, Discovery Cruise 
Line and Celebration Cruise Line. 

“The Celebration will start on March 16 
(yesterday) and we have already booked 
2,000 room nights with them. We also have 
a joint promotion going with Treasure Bay 
Casino, so the story could not be further 
from the truth. 

“We have promotions with CBS Channel 
Four in Miami and we are working with 
internet travel sites such as Expedia and all 
of the online travel sites. 

“We are in all the airlines in flight mag- 
azines and we are really disappointed with 
the story because it really misleading,” she 
said. 

Director General of Tourism Vernice 
Walkine said Our Lucaya is a fabulous 
property with tremendous potential. 

“The Ministry of Tourism continues to 
have talks with Hutchison (about their mar- 
keting of the property) and they are 
responding finally,” she said. 
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A Children's Leadership Tang Event 

Saturday, March 27th, 2010 
10:00am - 12:00noon 

Awesome Workshops for Adults and Kids 

Topic: “In Self-Control” 

ef 
Join us at 6:00pm - 8:00pm for 

“A Celebration Of 
Our Nation's Children” 
Tickets on Sale Now At: 

« Faith Life Book & Music Center 
+ 100% Bible Bookstore (Mall Branch) 
«Mr. Pretzels 

Adults $5.00 
Children $3.00 

* Dominos Pizza (Carmichael Branch Only) 

Call Us Today: 
461-6418 » 461-6471 + 461-6442/5 

www.bfmmm.com 

All events held at the 
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‘ec Bethel Brothers Morticians 
Telephone: 322-4433, 326-7030 
Nassau Street, P.O.Box N-1026 

FUNERAL SERVICES FOR 

ROSALIE ELIZABETH 
DEAN, 98 

of #50 Quarry Mission 
Road will be held on 

| Thursday March I8th, 2:00 
We p.m. at St. Francis Xavier 
rie 
ri 
A 

Cathedral, West Hill Street. 
Monsignor Preston A. 
Moss assisted by Fr. Glen 
Nixon will officiate. 
Interment ,will follow in 
the Western Cemetery, 
Nassau Street. 

Rosalie is survived by her children, Anthony and 
John Dean; adopted daughter, Sheral Kemp; 
grandchildren, Juli Dean, Zanetta Lisa Thompson, 
Christine Gray, Steven Dean, Georgette, Julian, 
Judith, Michelle, Qunita, Michael-Angelo, 
Christopher Dean, Jerusa Dean, Ali and Katie 
Rose Dean; great-grandcllildren: Maya, Nathan 
and Ella Thompson, Zoe and Taggart Zanetta, 
Miles and Julia Gray, John Wingate Dean, Dallas 
and Ashton Dean, Dahlia, Demitri and Dayna 
Dames, Carlyle Sands, Ryan and Azaria Bartlett 
and Miguel Bullard; sister, Maria Armbrister; 
daughters-in-law, Margaret and Barbara Dean; 
nieces and nephews, Henry and Shirley Saunders 
and Family, Eliva Hart and Family, Sylvia Nairn 
and Family, Perry Saunders and Family, Derek 
Saunders and Family, Paulette, Angela and Sinclair 
Dean, Jerome and Karen Saunders and Family, 
Gregory Saunders and Family, Norma and James 
Timothy and Family, Ann and Kirk Dorsett and 
Family, Deborah and Derron Lewis, Phillip and 
Carmel Armbrister and Family, Gaynell Bullard 
and Family, Andrew Armbrister Jr., Ann-Marie 
Armbrister, Antonio Armbrister of Toronto, 
Canada, Anthony Dean and Family, John Dean 
and Family, Barbara Dean and Family, Brent 
Saunders and Family, Brian Saunders and Family, 
Thomas, Astraid, Opal and Craig Saunders, Sherry 
Stubbs and Family, Janet Fowler and Family, 
Peter and Patricia Curry and Family, numerous 
grand nieces and nephews; special friend, Kathleen 
Dunmott; other relatives and friends including, 
Cathy Brown, Ethel Brown and Family, Wilhemina 
Grant, Ruth Dean, Donna Moxey and Family, 
William Dean and Family, Thomas and Pauline 
Dean, Delores Dean, Catherine and Wilmore 
Brown and Family, Margarite and Abel Ahyi, 
Pamrica Turnquest and Family, Paul and Roslyn 
Dean and Family, Lappy Smith, Jenny Brown 
and Family, Kevin and Melvern Moxey and 
Family, Anthony and Ricardo Moxey, Andrew 
Pedican and Family, Elaine Johnson, Adeline 
Sherman, Grace Plakaris and Family, Advilda 
Grant, Josephine Saunders, St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral Family, St. Joseph Family, Gloria Smith 
and Family, Ian and Portia Corbell and Family, 
Blossie Smith and Family. Brian and Laymana 
Fernander and Family, Kevin Fernander, Curtis 
and Denise Nairn and Family. Dwight and 
Samantha Fernander and Family, Dwayne and 
Mariam Fernander and Family, Wellington 
Fernander, Lloyd and Ismay Black and Family, 
Marcian Moxey, Charlotte Awah and Family, 
Ronald and Elizabeth Roberts and Family. 

Friends may pay their last respects at Bethel 
Brothers Morticians, #44 Nassau Street on 
Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and on 
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and at 
the Church from 1:00 p.m. until service time. 

DR. PATRICK 
BALFE, 67 

of #58 Sea Breeze Blvd. 
and formerly of India will 
be held on Wednesday, 
March 17th, llam at 
Grace Community 
Church, Palmetto Village. 
Pastor Rex Major, Pastor 

Lyall Bethel and Rev Phillip A. Stubbs will 
officiate. Interment will follow in Woodlawn 
memorial Gardens, Soldier Road. 

He is survived by Paula; his loving and devoted 
wife; mother, Eileen Balfe; sister, Geraldine, and 
Pete Moore her husband; mother-in-law, 
Gwendolyn Gibson; brothers-in-law, Arthur, 
Freddie, Max, and Keith; sisters-in-law, Stephanie 
Hermena, Velma, Hermena; nephews, Camillo, 
Keith Jr; nieces, Kathy, Bridgette, Cara and Jan; 
friends including, Catherine Rolle, Scott 
Farrington, Barry Pinder, Brent Mason and Dr 
Ian Kelly and Alan Darville; a host of relatives, 
friends, neighbors, Collegues and associates. 

Friends may pay their last respects at the church 
on Wednesday from 10am until service time.   
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Paul Moss resigns from PLP FROM page one 

by the party’s former deputy 
leader Cynthia Pratt for some 
time now. 
However, his public pro- 

nouncements of late, and the 
fact that he had challenged the 
leader of the party, Perry 
Christie, at the PLP’s 51st 
National Convention last year 
has put a damper on the polit- 
ical newcomer’s prospects 
within the party. 

In a statement issued to The 
Tribune yesterday, Mr Moss 
said that when he first joined 
the PLP back in 2007 he felt it 
was a time when the party 
needed to regroup and rebuild 
and as such it was a perfect 
opportunity for “new blood” 
to shore up the party’s image 
and very existence. 

“T advocated that the par- 
ty should keep all that was 
good and solid, while iden- 
tifying, embracing and uti- 
lizing new talents with which 
to build. 

“Almost three years later, 
that has not happened. Much 
of the PLP leadership belongs 

to an earlier gener- 
ation, where old 
ideas and old ways 
of doing things 
remain, stubbornly, 
the order of the day. 
There appears to be 
no room or patience 
for fresh, new per- 
spectives. And so my 
time has come for 
me to make my 
exit,” he said. 

While Mr Moss 
has been quite vocal 
of his opinion that 
the PLP could not 
win another election under the 
leadership of Mr Christie, he 
thanked the party leader for 
his support and wished him 
“good luck” with his future 
endeavors. 

In his letter addressed to Mr 
Christie, Mr Moss said, “Out 
of respect for the position you 
hold and in deference to the 
genial relationship we have at 
most times shared I write to 
advise you in advance of a 
public announcement that I 

sO om Leber) 

  

ig an tendering my res- 
¥ | ignation from the 
~@) PLP with immediate 

| effect. 
“This decision did 

not come easily for 
me. In fact, I have 
hoped against hope 
that my increasing 
divergence of views 
and my creeping dis- 
enchantment with fa 

, | the Party would fade 
y = if given enough time. 

| I gave it time, and it 
has not. 
“Tam confident 

that it is time to move on and 
that my time and talents can be 
better spent in pursuits that will 
impact in a positive way my 
Bahamian brothers and sister; 
they were my main motivation 
in joining the PLP in May 2007, 
and they are my motivation 
now as I am compelled to make 
my exit,” he said. 

Expressing his appreciation 
for the opportunity to work 
with Mr Christie, Mr Moss also 
thanked the PLP leader for the 

THE TRIBUNE 

advice that he has given him in 
the past. 

“T have learnt much from my 
time in the PLP; obviously not 
all of the lessons were positive, 
hence this decision. But the say- 
ing still holds true — whatever 
doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger. 

“T remain strongly commit- 
ted to the original philology of 
the PLP as espoused by the 
late, great leader Sir Lynden 
Pindling; his philosophies and 
those of the early visionaries 
are imbedded in my heart. 
Again, thank you for your sup- 
port. I wish you good luck and 
continued success in your 
endeavors,” he said. 

Mr Moss wrote another let- 
ter to the party’s chairman 
Bradley Roberts in which he 
explained that he will forever 
be grateful for the experience 
and invaluable insights he has 
gained as a member of the par- 
ty. 

- As such he thanked both Mr 
Christie and Mr Roberts and 
wished them as well as all the 
members of the PLP, “God 
speed and every success in the 
future.” 

FROM page one 

not provided. 
Further, a schedule of training was pre- 

sented to the audit team, the report said, 
however, the information/documentation 
needed was (not) included. 

“The accountant with responsibility for 
the loan informed us that she benefited 
from the programme by attaining a Bach- 
elor of Science degree with concentration in 
Professional Management. However, based 
on the types of training listed, this degree 
appears to be outside of the scope. The 
payment documents for this disbursement 
were not seen, and as a result, we were 
unable to determine the cost,” the report 
read. 

The disbursement of monies to SABL 
(Bahamas) Ltd were as follows: 

February 15, 2006: $58,931 
April 13, 2006: $88,396.50 
July 25, 2006: $50,000 
September 29, 2006: $50,000 
December 7, 2006: $70,000 
January 19, 2007: $50,000 
February 5, 2007: $70,000 
March 3, 2007: $50,000 
March 30, 2007: $50,000 

$500,000 contract 
The Auditor General’s report said: “We 

recommend that adequate documentation 
including accounting documents, approval 
for attending training workshops, etc. be 
provided to show that training was done 
and who was trained for the money paid to 
SABL (Bahamas) Ltd. 

“In the absence of this, we recommend 
that the funds expended be recovered with- 
out delay.” 

In fact, according to sources close to this 
matter, professors from Iowa State Uni- 
versity, Shaw Engineering, and Fox Engi- 
neering traveled to the Bahamas to per- 
form this training but were not allegedly 
paid for their work. 

Additional, the report also requested 
that if the funds expended on the degree for 
the accounting officer was not properly 
authorised that the loan funding be reim- 
bursed “without delay”. 

“During our interview with the project 
accountant, we were told that she some- 
times questioned payment requests but was 
told by the Project Engineering Unit (PEU) 
personnel that she was not a technical per- 

son and therefore would not understand 
technical terms,” the report read. 

In an attempt to verify the names of the 
shareholders and directors in SABL 
(Bahamas) Ltd, The Tribune visited the 
Registrar General Department to conduct 
a search on the company. 

However, this newspaper was informed 
by a clerk at the office that the file for this 
company had “disappeared” from the 
shelves. 

Additional searches revealed that SABL 
(Bahamas) Ltd or (Snyder & Associates 
(Bahamas) Ltd were offered a certificate of 
a change in its name on September 10, 
2003, to SABL Consulting Engineers & 
Planners Ltd. 

According to that document filed at 
the Registrar General’s Department, 
SABL Consulting Engineers & Planners 
Ltd is owned by two other companies - 
Core Managers Limited, and Procore 
Directors Limited, which own one share 
each in SABL and are listed as “presi- 
dent” and “secretary” respectively in the 
company. 

The Tribune’s investigation into this and 
other related matters will continue tomor- 
row. 

FROM page one 

bery counts, and four years for 
each of the three stealing counts. 

McPhee received 10 years for 
each of the two robbery counts, 
and four years for one count of 
stealing. All of the sentences are 
to run concurrently. 

Last October, a Supreme 
Court jury found Bauld and 
McPhee guilty of Cpl Bain’s 
murder. His body was discov- 
ered in a ditch near Casuarina 
Bridge on October 22, 2007. 

Cpl Bain had been bound by 
his hands and feet, and a large 
boulder was resting on his face. 
The body was concealed with 
stones and branches. 

Bauld and McPhee plotted to 
rob Cpl Bain. They used Bauld’s 
girlfriend, Gahnise Campbell, 
to lure Bain to Island Seas 
beach, where the two accosted 
him. They robbed Bain of his 
ATM bank card and his vehi- 
cle. They stole a total of $4,500 
from Bain’s bank account. 

Acting Justice Jethro Miller 
said the murder was “brutal and 
cold”. He said it was intentional 
and carefully planned, and steps 
were taken to avoid detection 
of the body. 

“Bain was hog-tied, choked, 

left into a hole, and discovery 
was virtually impossible unless 
by the persons who place him 
there,” he said. 

“The murder was carried out 
in a brutal and heinous manner 
when the two men pushed a 
500lb boulder on the head of 
Corporal Bain,” he said. 

Bain’s death was caused by 
blunt force trauma to the head, 
according to evidence at the tri- 
al. 

Justice Miller also stated that 
the actions of both men follow- 
ing the killing of Bain reflected a 
“callous indifference” to the life 
of another human. 

He noted that the convicts 
returned to a hotel room where 
they celebrated. He also pointed 
out that they also continued to 
steal money from Bain’s account 
after his death. 

“The stealing of money from 
Bain’s account shows a high 
degree of dishonesty and 
greed,” the judge said. 

Justice Miller said the death 
of Corporal Bain was unneces- 
sary because the officer never 
resisted or posed any danger to 
the men at the time. 

He said the officer gave them 

his pin number and promised 
that he would not report the 
matter. 

“T find there was no provo- 
cation to mitigate the murder 
and find that the convicts quali- 
fy for the imposition of the high- 
est penalty,” he said. 

Justice Miller was also satis- 
fied with the psychiatric report 
of Dr Nelson Clarke, who found 
that both men were mentally 
stable with no mental illnesses. 

The judge said in the proba- 
tion report McPhee showed 
remorse for what he had done, 
but that was outweighed by the 
aggravating factors of the crime. 

He said Bauld maintained his 
inocence, blaming McPhee and 
accusing the police of framing 
him. And he said remorse was 
only expressed on behalf of 
Bauld through this attorney Bri- 
an Hanna. 

Margaret Johnson and Eddi- 
son Bain Sr, the parents of Cor- 
poral Bain, were very pleased 
with the sentence imposed by 
the judge. 
They were both present 

everyday during the trial and 
the sentence hearing, which 
were very emotional at times 
for Ms Johnson, who lost her 
only child. 

“T feel great and I want to 
thank the Almighty God and all 
those who prayed for me, she 
said. 

I also want to thank the 
police, the jury, prosecutor and 
the judge, now it is time for the 
government to do its job — 
hang,” said Ms Johnson. 

Mr Bain feels that justice was 
served. He said does not oppose 
capital punishment. 

“T feel justified and I hope 
they (Bauld and McPhee) get 
what they deserve right now. 

“T also hope that we can now 
rest because it has been a long 
and difficult road for us. It is still 
hard, but in time I think it would 
get better but it won’t be easy,” 
he said. 

Edwin Bauld Sr, a police offi- 
cer, and Wilfred McPhee Sr, an 
immigration officer, were not 
present for the sentencing of 
their sons. 

Bauld’s attorney Brian Hanna 
plans to appeal. 

“It is the discretion of the 
court to impose the death penal- 
ty and we hope to appeal the 
matter as soon as possible and 
see if we could have a retrial as 
there might have been some 
mistakes during the trial,” he 
said. 

Sandals worldwide Representative 

‘‘Unique Vacations 
Limited” 

Invites applications for the following positions: 

ACCOUNTING 
Chief Financial Officer 
Director of Credit & Collections 
Financial Controller / Treasurer 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
Accounting Clerk 
Accounts Receivable Supervisor 
Accounts Payable Supervisor 
Collections Clerk 
Credit Card and Charge Back Clerk 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Vice President of Information Technology 
Director of Information Technology 
Global Networks Manager 
Emarketing Manager 
Cisco Certified Network Associate 
IT Project Manager 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 
Secretary 
Administrative Assistant to CFO/VP IS 

Applicants must have at least five years experience in the travel industry 
in the respective positions, exposure to Oracle systems, be proficient in all Microsoft 

office applications, excellent communication, organizational and 
Interpersonal skills are required, must be able to train and motivate team 

members. Formal qualifications and computer skills are essential and must be 
able to work flexible and long hours. 

Fax or email resume with proof of qualifications and experience to: 

hrreport6@gmail.com 

Fax: 677-6828 

Closing date March 27, 2010  
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FROM page one 

voters had taken the witness stand. Sev- 
en witnesses have testified during the 
hearing. 

Voter F, who testified on Monday, was 
back on the witness stand yesterday, hav- 
ing been asked to return to court with her 
original voter’s card. Voter F had claimed 
she had been unable to find her voter’s 
card before the by-election. 

During cross-examination by attorney 
Milton Evans who represents Dr Duane 
Sands, she admitted that the Yamacraw 
was on the voter’s card. She said that it 
was the same card she had used in the 
2007 general elections. 

Also taking the stand yesterday was 
voter A whose name, according to Par- 
liamentary Commissioner Errol Bethel, 
did not appear on the Elizabeth regis- 
ter. Voter A told the court that the voter 
card she now possesses had been reis- 

FROM page one 

Ford Explorer marked for the Royal 
Bahamas Police Force (RBPF) southeast- 
ern division and confronted Ms Adderley 
while the other officer waited in the car, Ms 
Campbell said. 

The women had just taken another 
colleague home after work at around 
4.30am on Monday, and were on their 
way to Ms Campbell’s home in Eliza- 
beth Estates when they were stopped in 
Taylor Street. 

Ms Campbell said the officer who 
approached them refused to identify him- 
self as he insisted Ms Adderley step out 
of the car. 

“She asked why and he insisted she 
did it,” Ms Campbell said. 

“So she got out and then he pushed 
Maxine, and then he slapped Maxine.” 

Ms Campbell remained in the car and 
heard her friend, a mother of two, cry 
out to the officer and tell him it was 
wrong to slap her. 

She called the police emergency line 
919 and told an operator her friend was 
being assaulted. 

“He could see we had just come from 
work, we were still in uniform,” Ms 
Campbell said. 

“And still he handcuffed her, and let 
her scream and scream. 

“He slapped her, he pushed her, he 
dragged her on the ground, put his foot in 
her back and then he pushed her into 
the police vehicle. 

“Maxine was still screaming and I told 
the operator on the phone to send some- 
one to help.” 

The officer accused Ms Adderley of 
being possessed by demons as she started 
to pray for help and only relaxed his grip 
when a man came out of his house across 
the street to investigate the cause of the 
commotion. 

The two male officers still refused to 
identify themselves to the Atlantis work- 

By-election 
sued to her by the Parliamentary Regis- 
tration Department. She said she could 
not recall when it was issued but said her 
previous voter’s card had her listed in 
the Fox Hill constituency. She told the 
court, however, that she had moved to 
Pine Barren Road in 2001. 

Mr Evans directed her to the date Feb- 
ruary 17, 2007, which was on her appli- 
cation for registration form but voter F 
said that was not the date she had regis- 
tered. She recalled she had registered 
at a supermarket. She told the court the 
address - West Academy Street, North 
Pine Barren Road - was not the address 
she had given when she went to regis- 
ter. 

She testified that the registration form 
she had signed had the address South 
Pine Barren Road listed on it. Voter F 

Atlantis employee 
ers, even after another police patrol car } 
pulled up and a man and woman police : 
officer got out and asked the plain clothes : 
police officers why they were arresting : 
Ms Adderley. 

They were told she was guilty of resist- : 
ing arrest and disorderly conduct, and : 
she was thrust into the uniformed offi- : 
cers’ car and taken to the South Beach } 
police station. 

The plain clothes police officer who } 
had arrested Ms Adderley then drove : 
off in the Ford Explorer, and his partner } 
who had remained in the car through- : 
out the ordeal drove Ms Adderley’s car } 
to the station leaving Ms Campbell on : 
the side of the street, she said. 

“Three cars left me there,” Ms Camp- 
bell said. 

“T was still on the phone with the 919 
operator and told them they had left me : 
there so they sent an inspector who took : 
me home.” 

Ms Campbell said she was left worry- : 
ing about her friend’s whereabouts and } 
condition for 12 hours before police : 
informed her she had been taken to : 
South Beach station and then to Princess } 
Margaret Hospital for treatment. 

She cried as she recalled the agony of 
the ordeal. 

“There were only the two of us and as 
much as she screamed, nobody helped,” : 
Ms Campbell said. 

“The officer assaulted her for no rea- } 
son. She didn’t have a weapon, we } 
weren’t drinking, we were going home : 
from work and they could plainly see : 
that.” 

Police Force. 
Police press liaison officer Sergeant 

Chrislyn Skippings confirmed the CCU is : 
investigating the complaint. 

said that she went to the Parliamentary 
Registration Department to get a new 
voters card after noting the discrepancy 
on the one that was initially issued to 
her. She said that North Pine Barren 
Road was changed to South Pine Barren 
Road which put her in Elizabeth. 

During cross-examination by attorney 
David Higgins who represents the Par- 
liamentary Commissioner and the Pre- 
siding Officer Jack Thompson, voter F 
told the court that her husband, who took 
the stand on Monday, was presents when 
she went to have her voter’s card cor- 
rected. She told the court that his voter’s 
card was used to verify her address. Mr 
Higgins suggested to her that when she 
had registered in the supermarket, the 
registration from had West Academy 
Street North Pine Barren Road on it. 
The voter however denied this sugges- 
tion. 

After agreeing to several affidavits 

    
RYAN PINDER speaks with members of the PLP — including Bradley Roberts, Perry 
Christie, Dr Bernard Nottage, Jerome Fitzgerald and Philip Davis — yesterday. 

filed on behalf of Dr Duane Sands, a 
respondent in the case, Mr Davis told the 
court he had presented all the evidence in 
support of Mr Pinder upon which he 

Ms Campbell said she has reported the 
incident to the Complaints and Corrup- } 
tion Unit (CCU) of the Royal Bahamas : 

  

  

FROM page one 

Glass Fenestration Services (GFS), 
complained over the weekend that 
the allegedly poor service reliability 
and high cost of the power supply 
provided by Grand Bahama’s sole 
power source - The Grand Bahama 
Power Company - along with the 
alleged “intimidation and bullying” 
by the company of his operation led 
him to decide he would move his 
manufacturing business to a less 
stressful business environment. 

Having allegedly seen critical man- 
ufacturing equipment “fried” by 
surges in the power supply on numer- 
ous occasions, to the point of putting 
his operation out of production for a 
time last year, Mr Howes said he was 
incensed when he was sent a cease 
and desist letter by the power com- 
pany after he claims he was forced 
to use his own generators to power his 
operation for several months earlier 
this year. 

He was asked by the GBPC to pay 
a $120,000 bill, but maintains that the 
GBPC owes him at least $170,000 for 
equipment damaged by the intermit- 
tent GBPC power supply. 

Yesterday Mr Howes said things 
are “about to explode” in Grand 
Bahama economically - and not in a 
good way. 

“There’s a consortium of about 15 
different companies who have all 
been so annoyed with the power com- 
pany that from about a year ago they 
started looking for other places to go. 
They’re going down like skittles. I 
am the first of several who are going 
to pull out and probably the smallest 
of all of them. There’ll be 75 or 80 
per cent unemployment by the end of 
the year,” he predicted, declining to 
name the companies who are alleged 
to be following his lead. 

Mr Howes suggested that unless 

would rely. 

Job losses 
something is done to end the monop- 
oly on power that the GBPC has in 
the island its economy will never 
recover or achieve its full potential - 
something which Mr Howes said he 
personally finds “sad” given that 
Grand Bahamians are some of the 
“nicest” people and best workers he 
has encountered at any of his business 
operations, which have also been 
located in the UK, US and China. 

If the power generation and cost 
were to improve, Grand Bahama 
would be “full of so many manufac- 
turers you’d have to import work- 
ers.” 

“Power is the be all and end all of 
this island. Power is jobs,” claimed 
the businessman. 

The manufacturer is now “90 per 
cent likely” to move his operation to 
North Carolina with production in 
Grand Bahama being phased out 
within six months as he brings pro- 
duction lines in the new location into 
operation. The company chairman 
plans to take around six “key” 
Bahamian personnel with him to the 
US, leaving around 52 out of a job. A 
small factory employing around a 
dozen individuals will remain open 
in Grand Bahama, he said. 

The GBPC has denied Mr Howe’s 
accusations about their relationship 
with the company and its service and 
said it stands ready to “amicably 
resolve” the situation. It claims Mr 
Howes never formally submitted a 
detailed account of any equipment 
damaged by the company’s power 
surges - a suggestion which Mr Howes 
reacted angrily to yesterday, claim- 
ing that the company told GFS Man- 
aging Director Phil Poppell that it 
was “not responsible” for such dam- 
age under its terms and conditions. 

Mr Davis is expected to begin making 
his closing arguments this afternoon at 
2.30pm. Mr Higgins and Mr Evans are 
expected to present their closing argu- 
ments tomorrow. 

Yesterday Minister of State for 
Finance Zhivargo Laing said the gov- 
ernment was not notified of Mr 
Howe’s decision except via the letter 
“to the people of Grand Bahama” 
announcing it which appeared on the 
Internet on Saturday. 

Asked to comment on Mr Howes’ 
assertion about the GBPC and its 
effect on the Grand Bahama econo- 
my, Mr Laing suggested that Mr 
Howes’ claim that the closure of his 
business was due primarily to prob- 
lems with the power company “is one 
that has to be assessed once all the 
facts are known”. 
Another source yesterday 

informed The Tribune that Mr 
Howes only had 37 of his staff regis- 
tered with the National Insurance 
Board and was in arrears on pay- 
ments for those staff dating back six 
months. 

Mr Laing said: “The Government 
is trying to get as much information 
as possible on the situation. It’s very 
early so we’re trying to do a proper 
assessment of what the issue is. Then 
we will see if there’s anything that 
can be done.” 

“Whatever legitimate issues that 
exist with the power company will 
have to be addressed,” he added. 

“The government is interested in 
encouraging new business in Grand 
Bahama, encouraging the continua- 
tion of business, domestic and inter- 
national, in Grand Bahama. We 
don’t want any business to have to 
close down, particularly given the cir- 
cumstances in Grand Bahama and 
what’s happening in the country gen- 
erally. (However) I also know the 
power company has views on what 
has happened with Fenestration,” he 
said. 

Mr Laing said the government was 
not aware of any other companies 
which are planning to pull out of 
Grand Bahama. 
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CHEF Chea’s Corner Bistro. 

    

  SIT down and have lunch or dinner in the main dining room. 

  

  

ELEGANT 

IN THE HEART OF THE 

CITY 
By REUBEN SHEARER 
Tribune Features Reporter 
rshearer@tribunemedia.net 

  

  

HEF Chea’s Corner Bistro is a restaurant 
boasting of elegance and style, decorated 
with Parisian paintings and luring in some 

high end guests like former governor general Sir 
Orville Turnquest and his family. 

Former prime minister 
Perry Christie and a delega- 
tion of six recently dined at 
the Bistro during a break 
from the Elizabeth election 
court case. They requested 
bean and minced lobster and 
rice, Tribune Taste was told. 
Chef Christopher Chea had 
under 30 minutes to get the 
meal on the table, and in 15 
minutes the food was in front 
of the men, cooked from 
scratch. 
“We were able to cut 

everything up quick, and get 
the final pot sautéed with 
fresh thyme, bayleaf and oth- 
er seasonings,” said Chef 
Chea. 

This was the same effi- 
ciency the head chef and 
owner used in whipping up a 
delicious meal for Tribune 
Taste yesterday, compli- 
mented with white table cloth 
service and a waiter. All this 
and more provide an upscale 
dining experience for bistro- 
lovers on the corners of 
Dowdeswell and Armstrong 
streets. 

The meal that the chef 
cooked was a five star sam- 
pling of European and 
Bahamian dishes. Grilled 
salmon Caesar (salad), 
minced lobster with rice pilaf, 
haricoverts (French green 
beans), and conch chowder 
were prepared for Tribune 
Taste; a taste that made our 
mouths water. 

Chef Chea’s Corner Bistro 
is an upscale place, not a fast 
food take-out. And guests 
can be assured that the food 
is freshly cooked to order as 
they come in. Everything 
except for the brazed short 
rib cuts and ossobucco which 
take longer to tenderize. 

“For healthy eaters we 
have a veggie sandwich 
which is grilled egg plant, 
grilled zucchini, and grilled 
peppers on a ciabatta bun as 
well,” said Chef Chea. 

This is the fifth week of 
operation for Chef Chea’s 
Corner Bistro. The restau- 
rant opened on February 15 
for lunch and dinner. Since 
then, they’ve been preparing 
lunch for their Monday to 
Friday crowd that flows con- 
sistently during the 11.30 am 
to 3 pm window. 
“We’re trying to bring 

Dowdeswell street back to 
life,” said Chef Chea. 
“We’re trying to revive this 
area from the dead and try- 
ing to bring downtown Nas- 
sau back to life.” 

On the extensive menu, 
which has a taste of a little 
bit of everything, you can get 
a Tuscan chicken sandwich, 
which is a grilled chicken 
breast with grilled egg plant, 
roasted peppers, tomatoes 

with pesto mayonnaise on a 
ciabatta bun. 

These and the other meat 
sandwiches come with a side 
salad or French fries. 
Another popular item is 

the grilled salmon (Caesar), 
which is bluntlake salmon 

eight ounce portion seasoned 
in fresh basil, garlic, olive oil 
and grilled to perfection. 
The salmon has a fresh water 
fish bite, without that true 
Bahamian seasoning. 
Nonetheless, customers will 
still enjoy its benefits. 
Curried chicken salad, 

made from diced chicken 
with curry mayonnaise, pep- 
pers, onions, pineapples and 
walnuts is an extraordinary 
dish that persons are buying 
into these days. 

Ella Davis has found out 
about the restaurant from a 
friend of hers who persuaded 
her to check the bistro out. 
“We came in and we hope to 
enjoy the experience,” she 
said. 

“T decided today that me 
and my daughter would come 
and try it. They didn’t actu- 
ally tell me what to expect, 
and I told my friends to let 
me come and experience this 
for myself.” 

Items on the menu are rea- 
sonably priced and growing. 

The pesto mayonnaise is 
ground fresh basil, garlic and 
olive oil, and then you add 
that to the dish. The flavor 
explodes into the dish when 
you add this divine mixture 
of to the other foods. 
Appetizers and soups 

include crab cakes, and fried 
calamari, bruschetta shrimp, 
Dijon shrimp cocktail. 
Entrees include minced 

lobster and chicken 
parmiginia. Pastas are end- 
less, including a house spe- 
cialty--the lobster ravioli, 
which is stuffed lobster with 
Rosa sauce in delicate pock- 
ets of pasta. 

Dinner is served at 6 pm 
to 9:30 pm Mondays through 
Saturdays. At dinner time, 
the restaurant has short ribs 
with rice and vegetables of 
the day cooking on the stove. 

On weekends there is live 
entertainment by Samantha 
Perigord, Camille, and Basil 
Lightborne. The bistro 
remains closed on Sundays, 
excluding the after-church 
crew. 

To wet your throat at the 
end of your meal, an exclu- 
sive wine and champagne list 
from medium to high range- 
including all the ‘hot (alco- 
holic) drinks,’ and the typical 
beverage choices of lemon- 
ade, soda, fruit punch, and 
daiquiris. 

Near the end of the inter- 
view, health inspectors drop 
by the restaurant. One of the 
inspectors gave the restau- 

rant a thumbs up, saying that 
Chef Chea’s Corner Bistro is 
one of the “better eateries 
they have seen in a while.” 

With a commendation like 
that, this restaurant is defi- 
nitely one to consider visit- 
ing. With its reasonable 
prices that pay for quality 
food, the common man now 
has somewhere to go where 
they can have a good meal, 
have a good time and not 
spend an arm and a leg. 
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* WASTING NO TIME 
ALBUM RELEASE CONCERT 

This Friday, March 19, 
7.30pm at Calvary Deliv- 
erance Church, Ricardo 
Clarke stages a gospel 
concert that aims to 
inspire and encourage 
new talent as well as cele- 
brate the release of his 
official follow up song to 
the breakthrough hit “Not 
Settling.’ The concert fea- 
tures some of the brightest 
musical talents in The 
Bahamas, including the 
Higher Level Band, Mon- 
ty G, Christian Massive, 
Najie Dun, Countella and 
so much more. 

© 29TH INTERNATIONAL 
ALL BREED DOG SHOW 
& OBEDIENCE TRIALS 

On the weekend of 
March 20 to March 21, 
The Bahamas Kennel 
Club hosts their annual 
International All Breed 
Dog Show and Obedience 
Trials, 9am-2pm daily at 
the Botanical Gardens. 
Breed Judges: Barbara 
Alderman and Rita Bell. 
Obedience Judges: Grego- 
ry Feathers and Kathryn 
Griner. Tel: 393-1360. 
Email: ww.bahamasken- 
net lee) org for more my 

© SPLASH OF RED FASHION 
SHOW AND LUNCHEON 

The Zonta Club of Nas- 
sau will host a Splash of 
Red Fashion Show and 
Luncheon under the 
patronage of Lady 
Camille Barnett on Sun- 
day, March 21, in the 
Governor’s Ballroom of 
the British Colonial 
Hilton from 2 - 5 pm. Pro- 
ceeds from the event will 
benefit Pediatric Heart 
Health and Zonta’s Emp- 
ty Pots Project for the 
Homeless. Tickets are 
$60. For more information 
contact 427-3757 or email 
anetbahama@aol.com. 

© MEET AND GREET 
Focused Woman Inter- 

national invites the public 
to attend its annual Meet 
and Greet reception on 
Saturday, March 20, 4- 
7pm at the Gardiner’s 
Residence on West Ridge 
Drive. Tickets are $25 and 
the dress is elegant casual. 
E-mail: sales@nassau- 
weekly.info 

MAR 20 & 21 

© RICHARD HOKEMEIR’S 
BIRTHDAY EXHIBITION 
OF PHOTOGRAPHIC FINE ART 
Richard Kokemeir will 
hold an exhibit of pho- 
tographs to celebrate his 
69th birthday on March 20 
and 21 at the Poop Deck 
West from noon to 9pm 
on both days. View his 
beautiful work printed on 
exotic paper from around 
the world. For further 
information, call 364-4625 

* SUBWAY'S 11TH ANNUAL 
FUN RUN WALK 

Participate in Subway’s 
annual Fun Run Walk 
which starts at 6 am at 
Goodman’s Bay. Partici- 
pants will have a chance 
to win an array of prizes. 

Register at Subway 
Cable Beach and Subway 
Prince Charles. Cost: $15, 
includes t-shirt and Sub- 
way novelty items. Tele- 
phone: 323-5589. 

Liane 
For the stories behind 

the news, read Insight 

on Mondays 

14 Island Film Challenge showcases 
the heauty of Bahamian islands 

By ROBERT BAIN 
  

ondon - Monday night saw 
the climax in London of 
the 14 Islands Film Chal- 

lenge. The contest, run by the 
Bahamas Tourist Office in the 
UK, gave 14 budding young 
filmmakers the chance to fly 
out to the Bahamas and make 
a short film about life on one 
of the 14 main island groups, 
in 14 days. 

As one of the judges commented, 
it’s “a pretty perfect gig”. Especially 
so for 32-year-old Robin Schmidt, 
who walked away with the £14,000 
prize for his film Open Your Eyes, 
shot on Long Island. Mr Schmidt 
said he was “gobsmacked” to win. 

With the help of local actors and a 
rake n’ scrape duo, his film told a 
story about a boy falling asleep dur- 
ing class and being whisked away on 
a magical journey by the ‘island 
genie’. 

The film was impressively shot 
(especially considering it was done 
in two weeks with one camera) with a 
real feel for colour, movement and 
action. Of the fourteen films, 
Schmidt’s managed to maintain the 
most frantic pace over its five minute 
duration. 

Mr Schmidt told The Tribune his 
film was inspired by Long Island and 
its people. “It’s a place of colour and 
energy and vibrancy and fun. I want- 
ed the film to be a dazzler. Then I 
heard about rake and scrape so I 
thought I’d do something funny and 
musical.” 

The 14 Island Film Challenge 
kicked off last year: in October the 
UK’s Guardian newspaper reported 
on how the Bahamas was looking for 
someone to take the ‘second best job 
in the world’ — making a film on one of 
the islands. It’s difficult to recall the 
last time a Bahamas tourism initiative 
got national press coverage in the UK 
—recent stories about the country have 

mostly been about less savoury sub- 
jects like death and extortion. 

Still, the media coverage shows that 
the 14 Islands Film Challenge was 
having some success before it had 
really even begun — although it also 
gave many people the impression that 
there are *only* 14 islands in the 
Bahamas (a misconception that was 
evident even among some members 
of the competition’s judging panel). 

The idea of harnessing people pow- 
er for a tourism promotion isn’t new. 
The Bahamas isn’t the only country 
to have eyed Australia enviously after 
it bagged phenomenal amounts of 
publicity with its ‘Best job in the 
world’ campaign. The tourist board of 
Queensland advertised for a care- 
taker to look after an idyllic island 
for a year for AU$150,000. The cam- 
paign caught the world’s imagination, 
and resulted in a TV series, endless 
media coverage and immeasurable 
word-of-mouth chatter about the 
beauties of Queensland. 

It’s a perfect strategy in recession- 
ary times: minimum cost, maximum 
impact. 
When asked by The Tribune about 

the thinking behind the Bahamas pro- 
ject, Tommy Thompson, deputy direc- 
tor general of the tourist office in the 
UK, was candid: “The idea came 
about because our budgets got cut.” 

Without the opportunity to buy lots 
of advertising space (especially when 
you’ve decided that you’re flogging 
14 destinations, not just one), they 
needed to try a different approach. 
An ad agency came up with the 14 
islands idea and Mr Thompson says 
we “took it hook, line and sinker.” 

So what of the films that were pro- 
duced? They were screened in full 
on Monday at the British Academy 
of Film and Television Arts (Bafta) 
and can be seen online at 
bahamas.co.uk and will be being used 
extensively by the Ministry of 
Tourism, as well as appearing on Vir- 
gin Atlantic flights. 

Nick Powell of the National Film 
and Television School told the final- 
ists: “This challenge has been much, 

much more successful in terms of the 
films that have been made than I 
could ever, ever have imagined.” 

The filmmakers seem to have been 
given a pretty free hand (“I was just 
left on the island with a camera,” one 
of them said), and the variety of styles 
they produced reflects this. Jan Bed- 
narz’s semi-documentary film about 
Ernest Hemingway on Bimini was a 
highlight, although it missed out on 
any of the honours. 
Nimer Rashed won the second 

prize for his film about the flamin- 
goes of Inagua, featuring a cute pup- 
pet flamingo called Derek, while 
Bruna Fionda decided to take a more 
serious tack with a touching piece 
called I Done Reached about a wom- 
an’s journey to visit her estranged 
mother’s birthplace on Hog Cay, 
Exuma. 

Every one of the fourteen films fea- 
tured local people, and showed a gen- 
uine effort to engage with Bahamian 
culture (although in two weeks, 
there’s only so much you can learn). 

In the Bahamas itself, response to 
the contest has been marred by com- 
plaints 

that the money should have been 
invested in local filmmaking. But 
tourism officials say this misses the 
point. 

Minister of Tourism Vincent Van- 
derpool-Wallace told The Tribune: 
“Our objective was to get a perspec- 
tive of our islands through the eyes of 
the people in the market we’re trying 
to attract. We’re not saying local film- 
makers aren’t capable — they are — 
but when it comes to getting a new 
perspective, this is how you do it.” 
The quality of the films, he said, was 
“outstanding”. 

Mr Thompson points out that the 
involvement of Bahamians was one 
of the key factors that made the pro- 
ject a success. “Each of the filmmak- 
ers lived with an island envoy,” he 
said. “They showed them the hidden 
gems and acted as a production crew, 
and some of them crop up in the films. 
Without that local knowledge you 
would not get the results that we see.” 

  

Robin Schmidt   
Even so, it’s hardly surprising that 

such a high profile initiative to bring 
foreign filmmakers to the country 
would be met with irritation among 
some members of the local arts com- 
munity. The Ministry of Tourism 
doesn’t seem to have thought much 
about this. 

Here’s an idea: why doesn’t the 
Government just match the £14,000 
($21,000) 

prize with a donation to Bahamian 
filmmakers? When The Tribune put 
this question to Vincent Vanderpool- 
Wallace on Monday night, he said 
that we would have to ask the Minis- 
ter for Culture. 

So consider this article an open let- 
ter to Charles Maynard. Why not 
spend $21,000 commissioning film 
projects locally? Or donate the sum to 
the Film Festival? If the 14 Film Chal- 
lenge proves successful in bringing in 
tourist dollars, you should be able to 
comfortably afford it. 

  

Miss Teen Bahamas Galaxy and Miss Bahamas Galaxy merge 
By REUBEN SHEARER 
Tribune Features Reporter 
rshearer@tribunemedia.net 

“TWO pageants on one 
magnificent night.” That is 
what pageant coordinators are 
calling the merger of Miss 
Teen Bahamas Galaxy and 
Miss Bahamas Galaxy 
pageants on one night. Five 
adult females and five teenage 
girls will compete for the titles 
of both pageants on April 1 
at the Rainforest Theatre. 

“There’s no on-stage final 
question,” says Andrea Knott, 
director of the Miss Galaxy 
Bahamas franchise. “Inter- 
national judges will quantify 
the scores from a four hour 
interview conducted prior to 
the final event.” 

Vanessa Small, the publi- 
cist for Miss Galaxy Bahamas 
and Miss Teen Galaxy 
Bahamas says: “I’ve watched 
Miss Bahamas, and Miss Uni- 
verse, but with this particular 
pageant, I wasn’t going to pro- 
mote anything that wouldn’t 
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make a difference. 
“We give them personal 

development tips for their 
advancement in the future,” 
she said. “That includes ses- 
sions on interview skills, mar- 
keting your abilities, and social 
skills to launch their lives. 

“So often the women that 
win these pageants, nothing 
happens when they move on 
because there is obviously not 
a spark there,” she explained. 

This is the reason that 
pageant organisers are bring- 
ing in judges to choose a win- 
ner at the main event. 

“Sometimes you will attend 
a pageant and say this young 
lady looks like a clear win- 
ner,” said Ms Small. “It does- 
n’t seem to have much fair 
play, and their hopes and 
dreams are dashed. We want 
the judging process to be fair 
for all contestants, because 

some of them work really 
hard.” 
Andrea Knott, director of 

Miss Galaxy Bahamas 
pageant said the pageant 
“looks at nurturing the con- 
testants’ self esteem, and the 
other qualities which con- 
tribute to a well rounded indi- 
vidual. That’s what this 
pageant is all about as well as 
contributing to the society.” 

The contestants paid visits 
to the Community projects 
have flanked the entire 
pageant process including vis- 
its to the Nazareth Centre and 
the Nurse Naomi Christie 
Center for the Aged. 

Intelligence is a crucial part 
to the final question segment, 
as it is the frequent cry of 
pageant critics that contestants 
who compete in local pageants 
have beauty, but no brains. 
The ladies have been advised 

to listen to local and interna- 
tional news, and read up on 
various issues in local dailies. 

“You can be unattractive 
and not the prettiest in a 
pageant, because you lack 
inward beauty qualities which 
stem from your personality 
and knowledge of a particu- 
lar topic,” said Mrs Knott. 

“The main purpose of Miss 
Galaxy Bahamas is to send 
out a lady that can represent 
the country and we want to 
send the best.” 

For over a month, the girls 
have undergone sessions with 
professionals such as modeling 
guru Mia Smith, and Stephen 
Robinson, Mr Caribbean 2005 
in grooming and etiquette 
techniques, and sexuality 

Lady Jacqueline Fawkes, 
the wife of Sir Randol 
Fawkes-has agreed to serve as 
patron of the pageant. She 

recently sat down with the 
contestants, and discussed 
their platforms. 

“This session with the girls 
proved to be a time of insight- 
ful openess,” said Mrs Knott. 
We wanted this pageant to be 
more hands on, developing 
their character, and turning 
them into well rounded indi- 
viduals.” 

“Miss Bahamas Galaxy isn’t 
a pageant where you get a 

sash and crown and look pret- 
ty,” D’Vanya Thompson, Miss 
Bahamas Galaxy 2009 told 
Tribune Entertainment. “It’s a 
lot of exposure, and a great 
chance to meet people.” 

Ms Thompson’s platform 
for autism has played a signif- 
icant role in reign as beauty 
queen. Her parent’s died 
when she was 15, leaving her 
and a younger brother behind. 
When she became of age, the 

beauty queen assumed the 
responsibilities of providing 
and ensuring the overall com- 
fort in their home. 

On top of all that, Ms 
Thompson is juggling online 
courses, and a full-time job. 
She has recorded a number of 
songs, and is working on an 
album in the United States. 

As soon as the pageant is 
over, the contestants will 
become models of Exposure 
Inc Talent Agency and mod- 
eling school, and will get 
hands-on experience from Ms 
Smith. 

The Miss Bahamas Galaxy 
pageant will be held in Nas- 
sau at the Rainforest Theatre, 
on April 4. Seating starts at 
4pm. The winner will go on to 
compete in Miss Teen Galaxy 
International pageant, which 
will be held from July 7 to July 
11, in Ann Harbor, Michigan. 
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HE KIWANIS Club of Fort ee will cele- 
brate its 46th Anniversary with a und-raiser 
at the Nassau Yacht Club on Saturday, March 

20 at 7 pm. 

Kiwanis is a global organ- 
isation of volunteers dedi- 
cated to changing the world, 
one child and one communi- 
ty at a time. 

The Kiwanis Club of Ft 
Montagu (named in honor 
of the nearby fort) was for- 
mally organised on February 
11, 1964 with a total mem- 
bership of 38. The charter 
was presented on March 31, 
1964 to the late President 
Vincent Lotmore by District 
Governor Clarence Fenti- 
man. Currently, of the origi- 
nal 38 charter members two 
are still active participants of 
the club, past president Carl- 

ton Jones and distinguished 
lheutenant Governor Roy 
Davis. 

In 1969, the Kiwanis Club 
of Fort Montagu became a 
member of the Division 
Council of Kiwanis in The 
Bahamas with DLG Roy 
Davis serving as council Sec- 
retary and Frank Treco as 
the first lieutenant governor 
of The Bahamas Division 22, 
both members of Fort Mon- 
tagu. 

The club’s activity in 
Kiwanis youth began in 1968 
with the formation of the 
Queens College Key Club 
and some years later (1975) 

the first Keywanettes Club 
in Queens College. The Key 
Club of St Anne’s was organ- 
ised in 1974 and in partner- 
ship with the other Kiwanis 
Clubs realised the formation 
of the Circle K Club at The 
College of The Bahamas in 
1977. 

Nearing its 15th year, the 
club had produced two other 
clubs, Kiwanis Club of 
Georgetown (1973) and 
Kiwanis Club of Over the 
Hill (1975). During the presi- 
dency of the second female 
president (2001-2002), past 
president Kim Sawyer, the 
co-sponsoring of The Kiwa- 
nis Club of Eight Mile Rock 
led to its organisation. Dis- 
tinguished president Pamela 
Gibson, the third female 
president (2003-2004), spon- 
sored the Kiwanis Club of 

Yuma (Long Island). During 
its 45th year of ser-vice, the 
sixth female president, dis- 
tinguished president Patrice 
Antonio, sponsored the for- 
mation of Fort Montagu’s 
first club satellite, Kiwanis 
Club of Central Abaco. 

During the early 90’s the 
all male club began a new 
era with the induction of its 
first female member, distin- 
guished president Sylvia 
Scriven who later went on to 
become the first female pres- 
ident in 1997. The latter part 
of the 90’s saw the induction 
of the members of the 
Kiwanniane Club of Fort 
Montagu, an all female club. 

Notable projects over the 
past 46 years include: 

1960S — Establishment of 
horticultural/agricultural 
shows 

1970S — Reorganisation of 
the Annual Swim Marathon, 
dental clinics in Georgetown 
& H.M. Prison, partnership in 
the building of the Deaf Cen- 
tre for Children 

1980S -— Boy’s Industrial 
School, The Ranfurly Home 
for Children, Persis Rodgers 
Home for the Aged, H.M. 
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Kiwanis Glub of Fort Montagu 
Celebrates 46th anniversary 

KIWANIS of Fort Montagu in action. 

Prison, Red Cross Fair 
1990S — Formation of the 

Builder’s Club of Uriah 
McPhee Primary School 

2000S — Reconstruction of a 
home for a single mother and 
her daughters, one of whom 
was a victim of rape; reading 
programs at Thelma Gibson 
Primary School and Willard 
Patton Preschool, sexual 
abuse awareness program 
(Touch Me Not) in 8 
preschools, Bain Town Break- 
fast for Kids, Party for a Pur- 
pose which raised funds for 
HIV/AIDS awareness and 
various Cat Island projects 
(road safety signs in school 
zones, donation of TV and 

  

DVD player to local school, 
Cat Island Mission Home 
donation), annual support at 
the Red Cross Fair, Painting 
of pedestrian crossings in Cat 
Island, Senior Citizen home 
donations, Annual Simpson 
Penn Thanksgiving Lunch & 
Birthday Celebration, 
Williemae Pratt Center for 
Girls Personal Development 
Workshop, Food Donations 
to various families in need 
identified by Dept of Social 
Services 

The Club continues to be 
an effective force in the com- 
munity providing hope and 
relief to the needy. 

  

By Nature 
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and as people, and whether 
they are conscious about their 
familial roles, and in other 
relationships.” 

Continuing in the family 
theme is a four piece sculp- 
ture called "The Anniversary.’ 
This oil-on-canvas painting is 
a portrait of the D'Aguillar 
family, at a tea party they had 
recently. 

There's a piece called "Birds 
In Flight,’ a release sculpture, 
Mere Tear, and Cherry Blos- 
soms which is latex on can- 
vas. 

“Everyday I leave home, 

I'm always creating a visual 
library and collecting infor- 
mation about what's going on 
and happening locally,” he 
said. 
Whether positive or nega- 

tive, Mr Stubbs feels it is 
important to tap into those 
resources, and find out what's 
happening in the environ- 
ment. 

“One must seek to grow on 
all levels,” he said. “In the 
academy we were taught on 
many levels how to create.” 

Mr Stubbs says he’s notic- 
ing that Bahamian art enthu- 
siasts are becoming more 
open minded, and are draw- 
ing closer to various ideas and 
themes of art. 

The art scene in the United 
States is very modified and 
extreme in what people are 
doing. The abstract world of 
art is very well traveled inter- 
nationally. 

“In doing these pieces 
which are straight from my 
normal caption of subject 
matter, I wanted to take the 
art theme to international lev- 
els rather than be limited to 
my cultural experience in the 
Bahamas.” 

Mr Stubbs says this body of 
work shows a great element 
of creative growth, that's like 
risk taking. And it's a risk 
that “Pm not afraid of but 
enjoying,” he told Tribune 
Art. 

“The world is going 
through a challenge with the 
family fiber falling apart as a 
result of a growing fast pace 
of the world, and human 
beings are incapable of keep- 
ing up with it,” Mr Stubbs 
said. 

“lve always wanted to 
bring this through my art, as 
we have a beautiful social 
political heritage. I wanted to 
show the clouds, ocean life, 
and the colours of the sky. 
Those elements and visual 
aesthetics are very prominent 
in nature.” 

Mr Stubbs piece, ‘The 
Anniversary,’ represents a 
prestigious Bahamian family, 
who is apart of a very elite 

faction in society. Mr Stubbs 
has great admiration of their 
heritage. 

The D’Aguilar’s have been 
characterised by their patri- 
arch, Vincent D'Aguilar who 
along with his clan have been 
“movers and shakers,” Stubbs 
said. 

A more extreme art piece 
would be Mr Stubbs’ 'Sedi- 
ment.’ ‘Sediment’ does not 
describe anything in particu- 
lar. You can recognise a face, 
and then it loses that recog- 
nisable form. “It evolves in to 
other things that you can't put 
your finger on and shows tex- 
ture and colour,” he said. 

Other pieces in ‘By Nature’ 
are Coral Reef, Bird In Flight, 

and Flying Creature. Flying 
Creature is a striking piece 
that takes on various stories 
of flight. In it, there's a tou- 
can, rooster, and the parrot. 

“If you chase a rooster it 
can fly, and it is very beautiful 
very colorful. The tail is as 
beautiful as a peacock’s,” he 
said. The parrot represents 
nature and wildlife,” he told 
Tribune Art. 
“We have to be careful as a 

country that we are taking 
and making everyone com- 
fortable in society. We're 
supposed to be creating a bet- 
ter world for everyone to live 
in.” 

By Nature will run until 
April 1. 
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A LATEX Sculpture on Wood 
piece by Dorman Stubbs. 

   

   

  

    

By REUBEN SHEARER 
Tribune Features Reporter 
rshearer@tribunemedia.net 
  

AWNING onthe art 
scene again after a 12- 
year hiatus, Dorman 

Stubbs unveiled a captivating 
body of work that he started 
four years ago, in his 'By 
Nature’ exhibit last Thursday. 
Mr Stubbs,’a veteran sculpture 
and artisan-showed guests 
around his show in the art 
gallery at The Central Bank of 
the Bahamas. 
And art buffs received his 'By 

Nature’ exhibit well, calling it “simply 

2010 

Teen Galaxy 

merge 
see page 10 

Dorman,” characterised sok.y vy the 
style that has been his strong point. 
Expecting to see something out of the 
ordinary, guests closely studied the lin- 
ear designs of the work before Stubbs 
arrived at the exhibit. 

His withdrawal from the public eye 
was a productive time for Mr Stubbs to 
explore his talent in impressionist paint- 
ings. Impressionism in relation to art is 
a theory or practice in modern art 
depicting the natural appearance of 
objects by means of dabs or strokes of 
primary unmixed colors in order to 
stimulate reflective light. 

It was impressionist paintings that 
put him on the map. Mr Stubbs will 
showcase his efforts in a 19-piece show 
that he’s developed within the last four 
years. 

Mr Stubbs was the artist to introduce 
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abstract art, wood sculpting and release 
sculptures in the Bahamas. The open- 
ing piece in his exhibit, ‘By Nature,’ 
visually represents the universal ele- 
ments of earth, fire, water, space, and 
wind. 

There are multidimensional pieces, 
and some are more simple and colorful 
in texture, layered with red, yellow, 
orange, and even gray colours. 

Five panels were brought together 
representing each element: the stars, 
the cosmos, and humanity. Another 
figure represents a strong male. His 
counterpart, a woman, looks very soft 
and feminine. 

Mr Stubbs says even in this piece 
he’s tried to give emotion to every- 
thing. “I try to bring what I'm feeling at 
the moment to the piece as an artist,” 
he told Tribune Art. 

      

       
      

  

  
      

   
   

  

   

  

A LATEX 

At the center of the floor, grounded 
in the art gallery is a four piece sculp- 
ture representing the family unit. 

In "The Family,’ visualise a, mother, 
father, and daughter. This.sculpture 
is a presentation of a family boasting of 
grandparents, parents, aunts,-uncles; 
and cousins, showing individual char- 
acteristics of how they want to be per- 
ceived. 

“It shows that families don''t com- 
municate like they should,” Mr Stubbs 
added. “We have a population that 
doesn't understand what is happening.” 
“Everybody has their-own way of 

doing things, some are colourful,,and 
others are not conversing and’sharing 
their ideas.” 

In ‘The Family,’ there's a young punk 
rocker girl who is unknowingly /preg- 
nant in her family. 

“ This piece is very profound,” says 
Mr Stubbs. “Because-it causes,Viewers 
to question who-they are in the world 

SEE page 1 

   
Sculpture on Wood 

piece by Dorman Stubbs. 

A sudden and violent change: Artist and writer conversation 
The Hub announces that they will 

be hosting a literary reading and 
conversation tonight at 6.30 pm and 
a visual artist talk and conversation 
on Thursday, March 18th at 6.30pm 
in relation to their current exhibi- 
tion, A Sudden and Violent Change. 

The exhibit is The Hub’s first art 
project of 2010 and the most ambi- 
tious exhibition the gallery has 
undertaken since its inception in 
2008. The exhibition opened last 
week Friday and was an official par- 
ticipating space on the Transforming 
Spaces 2010 art tour that took place 

this past weekend. The exhibit will 
remain up until March 31. Gallery 
hours are Wednesday - Saturday, 
12pm - 6pm. 

Unlike the usual method of simple 
concept representation through a 
particular artistic medium, this pro- 
ject strives to move further and dis- 
cuss not only the concepts behind A 
Sudden and Violent Change, but to 
re-present those representations in a 
different medium. "We have aimed 
to critique society, and by extension 
the tools we use to communicate 
these criticisms; here through two 

different yet deeply intertwined 
artistic disciplines - the literary arts: 
words; the visual arts: images,” says 
co-curator, Jon Murray 

A Sudden and Violent Change - 
featuring the works of twenty diverse 
writers and visual artists - demands 
the disciplines to engage in a symbi- 
otic partnership to produce ten dip- 
tychs. From this cross-disciplinary 
relationship the diptychs become not 
only a space where the literal and 
conceptual content or subjects are 
explored, but also a playing field in 
which the disciplines themselves can 

actively dialogue and critique one 
another as relevant and appropriate 
forms of communication. 

This Wednesday and Thursday, 
the majority of the participating writ- 
ers and artists will be present at The 
Hub to talk about their work and 
their experience working with the 
project. They will be open to answer- 
ing questions and gaining feedback 
about their work and their decision- 
making process. 

The participating literary artists 
include Anku Sa Ra, Xan-Xi Bethel, 
Christian Campbell, Christi 

Cartwright, Keisha Lynn Ellis, Helen 
Klonaris, Janice Lynn, Angelique V 
Nixon, Nakia Pearson and Obediah 
Michael Smith. 

The participating visual artists 
include Lindsay Braynen, Stevie 
Burrows, Scharad Lightbourne, Jace 
Mckinney, Susan Moir Mackay, 
Lavar Munroe, Kishan Munroe, 
Holly Parotti, Jackson Petit and 
Heino Schmid. 

Complimentary wine by Mendoza 
Wine Imports will be served. The 
project anthology will also be on 
sale.


