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Dark Ages
‘Superman’
is back

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Staff Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Grand
Bahama Police have warned
the public to be on the look
out for an “extremely dan-
gerous” 23-year-old man
wanted for questioning in
connection with the island’s
eighth homicide.

Ashley Joel Smith, 22, of
South Bahamia, was stabbed
Friday evening in the
Freeport area. He was taken
to the Rand Memorial Hos-
pital, where he later died of
his injuries.

Police have issued an all
points bulletin for Godfrey
Virgil Jr, alias ‘Dollar Mur-
der’ of Bass Lane. 

Virgil has two distinctive
tattoos — one bearing the

Police warn
public after
stabbing
death
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‘Dangerous’ man is
wanted after killing

SEE page 10

GODFREY VIRGIL JR, 
alias ‘Dollar Murder’

ASHLEY JOEL SMITH died of
his injuries

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT —  Prime Min-
ister Hubert Ingraham
announced that government
will soon make an announce-
ment of a temporary jobs pro-
gramme for some 500 or more
unemployed people on Grand
Bahama.

While in Grand Bahama on
Sunday, Mr Ingraham told the
media that government is doing
a number of things to assist
Grand Bahama during this dif-

PM is set to
announce 500

temporary jobs

SEE page 10STADIUM MODEL PRESENTATION

WU BANGGUO, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress of The People’s Republic of China presented a model of the
national stadium – which is currently under construction – to the Deputy Prime Minister Brent Symonette. Desmond Bannister, Minister of Youth, Sports
and Culture, Thomas A Robinson and Tommy Turnquest, Minister of National Security look on.
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By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

A BRAZEN attempted
armed robbery of a hardware
store in daylight has left a
young man in hospital in seri-
ous condition after being shot
twice.

The 23-year-old employee
of the store, identified by his
family as Alexander Dean,
was shot in the abdomen and
back after a dreadlocked gun-
man and his accomplice
entered Dean’s Building Sup-

Man shot
in armed
robbery
attempt

SEE page nine

A 65-YEAR-OLD man
was found dead in the water
near the shoreline at Good-
mans Bay on Friday
evening.

The man, whose identity
has not yet been confirmed
by police, was found at
around 6pm on Friday.

A doctor in the area
attempted to provide med-
ical assistance but was
unsuccessful.

The man, believed to be
from McKinney Drive, Nas-
sau, was pronounced dead
at the scene.

Police suspect the man
drowned. 

An autopsy will be per-
formed to determine the
cause of death.

Foul play is not suspect-
ed.

65-year-old
man believed to
have drowned By DENISE MAYCOCK

Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – The Govern-
ment is concerned that the
Grand Bahama Power Compa-
ny may have sought to max-
imise profits at the expense of
its distribution and generation
system, according to Prime

Minister Hubert Ingraham.
Expressing his disappoint-

ment over the inefficiency in
power generation on Grand
Bahama, Mr Ingraham said
government is considering
whether to have the Grand
Bahama Power Company reg-

PM disappointed over inefficiency 
of Grand Bahama Power Company

SEE page 10

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A HIGH speed chase raced through the streets of southern
New Providence on Friday night as police dodged bullets
and fired back while in pursuit of two men in a silver coloured
Honda accord.

The officers were on patrol in Pinewood Gardens when

Police in high speed chase shootout

SEE page nine

                  



BAHAMIAN government
officials hailed the visit of Wu
Bangguo, Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress of
The People’s Republic of Chi-
na, as an “historic” one that will
prove beneficial to the country.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Brent Symonette led a group
of high-ranking officials from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
on Thursday in welcoming
Chairman Wu and a 120-plus
delegation, including 19 jour- nalists, on a four-day visit to

the Bahamas. 
Joining Mr Symonette in

greeting the visitors were Dr
Patricia Rodgers, Permanent
Secretary; Elma Campbell, Res-
ident Ambassador of the
Bahamas to the People’s
Republic of China; Joshua
Sears, Director General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Despite overcast skies, the
visiting delegation received a

Bahamian cultural display when
they landed at Lynden Pindling
International Airport in a two-
storey jumbo 747-jet. As they
disembarked the plane, they
were greeted by two receiving
lines and the rhythmic sounds
and smooth gyrations of a
“mixed” junkanoo group that
performed in bright coloured
costumes. 

The receiving lines included
Hu Dingxian, Ambassador of

the People’s Republic of China
to the Bahamas, the diplomatic
staff of the Embassy of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and
members of the Chinese com-
munity. 

Solange Allen, a student of
Xavier’s Lower School, and
Davanna Collie of St Thomas
More Catholic School present-
ed Chairman Wu, and Li Jian-
guo, Vice-Chairman of the
National People’s Congress,
with floral bouquets.

In a written press release,
Chairman Wu said: “China
attaches great importance to
developing relations with the
Bahamas, which it views as a
key partner of cooperation in
the Caribbean.

“Since establishing diplo-
matic ties, our two countries
have made good progress in the
bilateral relationship, increas-
ing political mutual trust,
expanding economic coopera-
tion and trade, forging rich and
diverse cultural and people-to-

people ties, and maintaining
close coordination and cooper-
ation in international affairs. 

“This proves that the friend-
ly relationship between China
and the Bahamas serves the
fundamental interests of our
two countries and two peoples.
By paying this visit I hope to
further promote the compre-
hensive in-depth growth of our
friendly ties and cooperation.”

Chairman Wu said during his
visit he would have “in-depth”
exchange of views with
Bahamian leaders with a view
to “enhancing political mutual
trust, expanding mutually ben-
eficial cooperation and other
issues of shared interest.”

“I believe that with the host’s
thoughtful arrangements, this
shared visit will be a complete
success,” he added.

The delegation was whisked
away in an official convoy to
the Royal Towers, Atlantis
Resort, where they are resid-
ing.

By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

DOZENS of Bahamians online jumped to
the defence of their country over the week-
end after an Australian magazine published
a story about the “Bahamas Nightmare” of
the wife of an international tennis champion
living in New Providence.

“Women’s Day” magazine ran a front
page story about the “hellish” experience of
Bec Hewitt, the 26-year-old wife of Aus-
tralian tennis champ Lleyton Hewitt, who
recently moved to the gated-community of
Old Fort Bay out west.

The story, which tells of the crime fears
and loneliness of Mrs Hewitt in her Bahamas
home, was also reproduced online at
http:/ /womansday.ninemsn.com.au/
celebrity/inthemag/855245/becs-bahamas-
nightmare

While some Bahamian readers felt the
characterisation of The Bahamas as a whole
as a poverty-stricken and crime-ridden place
was unfair, what raised their ire most were
the photographs illustrating the story, which
claimed to show the average lives of Bahami-
ans with images said to represent “typical
Bahamian housing”, “impoverished locals”,
“unkempt streets” and “barred windows.” 

In a bit of bad international publicity for
The Bahamas, the pictures, far from being
“typical”, showed what appear to be the
worst of the worst that Nassau has to offer —

including a shanty-type house boarded up
with plywood, a miserable and dirty looking
man sitting shoeless on a sidewalk and a
derelict building surrounded by rubbish.

The story, published in the August 31 edi-
tion of the publication, read: “The look of
fear on Bec Hewitt's face when she leaves the
high-security Bahamas mansion she and
Lleyton call home is warranted, Annette
Witheridge discovers.

“When her tennis ace husband Lleyton
Hewitt announced they were moving to the
Bahamas, Bec probably expected to find a
sizzling new social life among the rich and
famous. If so, she must be sorely disap-
pointed.

“To outsiders, the high-security gated com-
munity of Old Fort Bay looks like an idyllic
place to bring up children. But in reality, the
197-hectare ‘village’ is a gilded cage, sur-
rounded by spiked fences and barbed wire.

“Just 25 minutes drive away, locals live in
abject poverty in the slums of Nassau, and
Bec's neighbours warn that it is a dangerous
place blighted by crime, poverty and high
unemployment. Armed robberies are com-
monplace, and last week a 34-year-old moth-
er of three became the country's 53rd murder
victim this year when she was gunned down
metres from a church. A few days later two
more people were killed.”

Now the former soap opera star is “want-
ing out” of The Bahamas, continued the
piece.

While some Australians sympathised with
Mrs Hewitt’s plight — “My advice to Bec is
get the hell out of there. How dare (Lleyton
Hewitt) put his wife and child in such a lone-
ly and dangerous place for his own selfish
desires,” wrote one. Some Bahamians who
saw the piece let it be known that they felt it
was not an accurate portrayal of their home-
land. 

“Richard,” said: “Have any of you even
visited the Bahamas before? We’re not
impoverished gun toting drug addicts. If
they’re so miserable they should get out of
our country! No one is forcing them to stay.”

Meanwhile, “Maura” in Nassau, wrote,
“I wondered if she has ever been to NYC,
Chicago or any other big city where you can
live in a great neighbourhood that’s not gat-
ed but a few blocks away it’s crime central.”

However, others said they felt the arti-
cle’s representation “may not be far from
the truth” about Nassau.
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Story of tennis player’s wife’s ‘Bahamas
nightmare’ sparks defence of the country

TENNIS ace Lleyton Hewitt (AP)

THE Bahamas Humane
Society will hold its annual
General Meeting for 2009
tomorrow.

All Humane Society mem-
bers are invited to attend the
event, which will be held  at
the Sheraton Nassau Beach
hotel on Cable Beach. The
meeting will begin at 6.30pm.

BHS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Govt hails ‘historic’ Chairman Wu visit

WU BANGGUO, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress of The People’s Republic of China sits with Prime Minis-
ter the Rt. Hon. Hubert Ingraham at the head table during the Official Din-
ner hosted by the Prime Minister in honour of Chairman Wu at Atlantis on
Friday, September 4.  Sitting in the middle is Interpreter, He Rulong.
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By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

ABACO residents suffered
the second region-wide power
cut in a week on Saturday night
as controversy heats up over
plans for a Bunker C Fuel pow-
er plant in Wilson City.

Homes across Abaco were
plunged into darkness as elec-
tricity failed across the islands
at around 8.30 on Saturday
night and was not restored for
abut three hours.

The powercut was the sec-
ond Abaco-wide shortage in a
week, and the third power out-
age in Green Turtle Cay, resi-
dents say.

They are calling on the
Bahamas Electricity Corpora-
tion (BEC) to explain why the
power fails on a weekly, or dai-
ly basis during the summer
months, while they continue to
pay high electricity bills.

An Abaco resident wrote on
t h e w e b s i t e
Bahamasissues.com: “It is bad
enough that it goes out so much
— on Wednesday it went off
from 4am until 10am, then it
went off again from 1pm until
2.30pm, only to go off again
from 4.30pm until 5.30pm —
but it goes down to maybe 40 or
50 volts and just stays there for
several minutes. 

“We are lucky that every-

thing we have is not burnt up.”
BEC and government offi-

cials intend to address power
supply issues by constructing a
48 mega-watt Bunker C Fuel
power plant in Wilson City, on
the Bight of Old Robinson,
South Abaco, to be operational
by March 2010.

But environmentalists are
concerned the power plant, like
the one in Clifton Pier, New
Providence, will be hugely
detrimental to the environment.

Although the fuel type is
cheaper than diesel, they say it
will not cut electricity prices for
residents, and it will lead to
potential oil spills, toxic air
emissions, acid rain, and car-
bon emissions  in a pristine
tourist area just three miles
from the protected Pelican
Land and Sea National Park.

Hope Town resident Matt
McCoy, 30, said: “If properly
maintained and run the plant
will be about as toxic as an
equivalent diesel plant, but it
will require tons of mainte-
nance and operations manage-
ment. Can BEC handle this? I
don't think so. And an accident
with this stuff will be much,
much worse than diesel.”

Mr McCoy understands five
out of 15 generators at the cur-
rent Marsh Harbour power
plant are broken, in addition to
power lines going to the cays.

He said: “The current Marsh

Harbour power plant generates
around 16 megawatts of power
which is adequate in the win-
ter, but not summer. However,
if all of the diesel generators
were working, they would have
around 24 megawatts of power,
enough to supply all of Abaco
all year round.

“But they want 48 megawatts
at Wilson City! Why double the
power?

“Instead of bringing in more
complicated equipment that
requires diligent maintenance,
why not fix what is already here
and broken?”

Elbow Cay resident Attila

Feszt said: “More power is
needed, but the plant they are
planning on building could
damage the whole area.

“Bunker C fuel is the cheap-
est stuff they can get and it will
possibly cause pollution of the
water. It’s a short term fix.”

Mr Feszt, Mr McCoy and
other concerned Abaco resi-
dents are calling on govern-
ment to explore alternative fuel
or energy sources and identify
a site that will have less impact
on the environment and
tourism.

Minister of the Environment
Earl Deveaux and Phenton
Neymour, Minister of State for
the Environment with respon-
sibility for utilities, will hear
their concerns in a public meet-
ing at New Visions Ministries,
in Jerusalem Drive, Marsh
Harbour, at 7pm on Thursday.

A statement released by
BEC in relation to power cuts
across the Bahamas maintains
the corporation is confronting
and resolving inconsistencies
in power supply as a priority.

A spokesman for the Cor-
poration said specialists have

been brought in from the Unit-
ed States to review operations
and make recommendations
for improvements, and $150
million is being invested in a
number of capital projects to
upgrade electricity supplies in
the Family Islands.

The BEC spokesman said:
“Furthermore, the Corpora-
tion remains committed to
implementing a renewable
energy programme on a utility
scale. 

“The Corporation is taking
the proper steps to ensure that
such a programme can address
the unique energy needs and
the protection of the fragile
ecosystems of the Bahamas.

“Consumers should also
note that the BEC claims
department stands ready to
investigate and process claims
of damage to electrical appli-
ances. Further information
regarding the Corporation’s
claims services is available at
www.my-bec.com or by tele-
phoning the department during
regular business hours.”

BEC can be contacted at
302-1000.
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Outdoor EleganceOutdoor Elegance

Another region-wide power cut in Abaco

MINISTER of the Environment Earl
Deveaux (left) and Phenton Ney-
mour, Minister of State for the
Environment with responsibility for
utilities, will hear Abaco residents’
concerns in a public meeting.

A STABBING in the
Kemp Road area alarmed
residents when a man’s
throat was slit early Satur-
day morning.

A 28-year-old resident of
Elizabeth Street said the
man was attacked outside
her front gate, which is near
the junction with Kemp
Road.

However, no record of the
stabbing was filed in the
weekend police report and
police press liaison officer
Walter Evans failed to
respond to inquiries from
The Tribune before press
time yesterday.

Kemp Road residents
want to know the condition
of the injured man and cir-
cumstances of the attack.

Man has throat
slit in the Kemp
Road area

A LARGE stash of
weapons and ammunition
are off the streets today
after a tip from a member
of the public.

According to police, three
handguns — a .44mm, a 22
mm and a .38 mm — and
168 live bullets were dis-
covered in a plastic bag in
an area off Kemp Road at
around 11am Saturday.

No arrests have been
made in connection with the
find, but police investiga-
tions are continuing.

Weapons and
ammunition
found after tip

BAHAMIANS are being
challenged to improve their
health and to observe
“Caribbean Wellness Day” next
Saturday as part of the effort to
eradicate non-communicable
chronic diseases in the region.

Caribbean Heads of Govern-
ment, including Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham, in response
to the heavy burden of non-com-
municable diseases on the citi-
zens of the region, issued the
Port of Spain Declaration in Sep-
tember 2007, “Uniting to Stop
the Epidemic of Chronic Non-
Communicable Diseases” and
declared that the second Satur-
day in September should be cel-
ebrated each year as Caribbean
Wellness Day.

The Ministry of Health invites
all Bahamians to attend an “All
Day Mega Health Extravagan-
za” on September 12 on the
grounds of the ministry’s com-
plex at the juncture of Augusta,
Delancy and Meeting Streets.

For the adults attending there
will be a range of free health
screenings, including blood cho-
lesterol, blood pressure, blood
sugar and weight screening;
healthy food demonstrations; the
showcase of a range of activities
in which to engage in daily to
maintain a moderate level of
physical activity. For the children
there will be a fully supervised
bouncing castle, and in the late
afternoon everyone will be able
to get their “bodies in motion” to
the rhythmic beat of the One
Family junkanoo rush out.

There also will be booths
organised by various gyms, spas
and wholesalers featuring spe-
cial give-aways throughout the
day; a “punchboard” where
patrons, for a minimum dona-
tion, will be eligible to try for a
variety of prizes; as well as ven-
dors with healthy Bahamian
foods for sale.

Bahamians asked to
observe Caribbean 
Wellness Day



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I read with dismay, the state-
ment in opposition to the pro-
posed out-lawing of rape
against a spouse by the Presi-
dent of the Christian Council
in this morning's paper which
he purported to issue on behalf
of the Bahamas Christian
Council. 

I thought the Christian
Council represented all Christ-
ian denominations in The
Bahamas. The Heads of four
major Christian denominations
in our country: the Seventh-
Day Adventists, the Methodist,
the Roman Catholic and the
Anglicans, have all indicated
publicly their support for the
amendment of the law.   

I am bewildered then, that
the Rev. Patrick Paul issued his
statement, which is diametri-
cally opposite to the thoughtful

positions of support for the
amendment taken by those four
Church Heads, as a position of
the Council.

I understand that in some
denominations, each Church
operates as an independent
body and each sends a repre-
sentative to the Christian Coun-
cil even if their individual
church has only a very small
number of members. In this
way, these denominations have
been permitted to dominate the
Christian Council for decades,
to the detriment of the Council
in many instances, as in this
case, I believe.

I have read in the newspa-

pers some Neanderthal state-
ments by some churchmen who
oppose this progressive and
necessary amendment to the
Sexual Offences Act. At a time
when a disproportionate per-
centage of assaults, and indeed
homicides, in our country
involve family members, the
Christian Church must speak
uniformly against violence.
Rape is always accompanied by
violence or the threat of vio-
lence!  

Any suggestion that forcible
sexual relations is ever “non-
violent” and ever “not rape” is
incredulous, unbefitting and
inappropriate for any person
who claims to preach the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

INCREDULOUS
Nassau,
September 5, 2009.
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THERE ARE those religious ministers
— presumably the unidentified voices behind
the Bahamas Christian Council’s objection
to government’s extending the offence of
rape to the marital bed —who fear there
would be “far reaching consequences” to
the institution of marriage if a man were
answerable before the law for raping his
wife.

Some of these pastors predict a complete
breakdown in society if sexual violence by a
man against his wife were classified as rape.

The ministers fear that a rejected, vio-
lent man would lose faith in marriage and
start to roam outside the home in search of
new comfort if he could not use his wife as
his sexual chattel. In the Bahamas culture of
the “macho” man, this is rather a ridiculous
fear.

There are many fine, upstanding and
faithful husbands in this society. However,
there are too many “macho” men, who have
loving wives, but who roam anyway and
proudly boast of the number of children
they have “outside.” In their own rough cir-
cle this is the way they prove their manhood
— it’s the game of one upmanship over their
equally crude peers.

We have had many embarrassing
moments at The Tribune when a legitimate
family has placed a death notice for their
dearly beloved father in the newspaper only
to have the “outsides” call to berate the edi-
tor for leaving them out of the list of sur-
vivors.

We distinctly remember when this first
happened to us in our early days at The Tri-
bune. A gentleman, who held a good posi-
tion in this town, died. His family brought in
his death notice and it was published. It was
just another routine death notice. Nothing
seemed out of the ordinary until we got a
telephone call the following day. The male
voice at the other end of the telephone was
frothing with anger  — he was so angry that
we could hardly understand what he was
saying. He was also well known in the com-
munity. He maintained that this was his
father and that we had left his name and
the names of his many brothers, and possibly
sisters, out of the list of survivors.

We tried desperately to extricate our-
selves from his father’s extra marital aber-
ration, but he would have none of it. He
was holding our feet to the fire and blaming
The Tribune for disrespecting his position in
the family circle.

The only way around the dilemma was to
allow the “outside” family to pay for a  sec-
ond notice announcing the father’s death
and listing them as his sole survivors. And so
this elderly gentleman, who while he lived
held his head high in the community, was
sent to his grave with two death notices —
one by his inside family, ignoring the “out-
side” and a second by his “outside” ignoring
the “in.”  In this case the “outside” far out-

numbered the “inside”. We later learned
that there were many more, but these other
outsiders decided to let him rest in peace
and keep their secret to themselves.

We often laughed at our American moth-
er who encountered this unusual social phe-
nomenon in her first weeks of marriage. Our
father, who was then the representative in
the House of Assembly, for the island of
Inagua, was starting his honeymoon when an
election was called. He took his bride cam-
paigning with him in Inagua. A young school
teacher, completely out of her element, she
tried her best to be sociable. That evening
she confronted her husband: “Etienne,” she
said, “every man that I asked today about
how many children he had gave me a certain
number of ‘inside’ and another number of
‘outside.’ What’s this outside-inside thing
all about?” That little schoolteacher had a lot
to learn in her almost 80 years in the
Bahamas. Some of it she never understood
and would dismiss with a shrug of the shoul-
der.

And so for Bahamian men to be encour-
aged to wander if they were to be punished
for sexually violating their wives is to mock
history — that type man wanders anyway,
and has always done so, with or without the
rape law. In his ignorance he thinks he’s
smart.

However, we can see how, if this law
were not passed, it could indeed undermine
marriage and further breakdown the family
and consequently society.

There has been so much debate over this
amendment that many women have proba-
bly learned for the first time that if they are
sexually abused when not married the law
will protect them against the violence, but as
soon as they marry they forfeit that protec-
tion. They might well opt to have an open
relationship without marriage to ensure that
they can turn to the law for protection should
their common law mate violate them.

Christian Council, those of you who are
so fearful of this law destroying marriage,
just think of how much more damage it
could do if it is not passed. The woman could
shun  the marriage contract.

And when we talk of violence in the bed-
room — and remember the law follows
crime wherever it is committed, even to the
bedroom — read the letter that will be pub-
lished in the letters column on this page
tomorrow.

This letter writer has had the courage —
on reading the Christian Council’s state-
ment over the weekend — to break her
silence about the violence that her own
mother suffered. 

We thank her for her sense of duty in an
attempt to help women who are caught in
this terrible web of physical violence against
their person. These are the women who need
protection — they are the women who need
the amendment.

Bewildered by
Bahamas Christian
Council statement

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Married women need protection
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

I think it is totally wrong for the Bahamas
Christian Council to send out a message in its
name to confuse the public. Whenever the Chris-
tian Council makes a statement, the public
assumes that the statement is from all this coun-
try’s Christian churches speaking in unison. Obvi-
ously this is not the case as in the recent rape
amendment controversy the four leading Chris-
tian denominations supported the amendment.
Therefore, we are to assume that they are not
included in the Christian Council’s statement,
which is against the amendment. If this is so, is the
Christian Council deliberately trying to mislead
the country?

We would now like to know: Who and what is
the Christian Council. If its membership does

not include all the major denominations, please
let us know, and consider doing us an even bigger
favour by changing the Council’s name —
because it doesn’t say much for a christian body
that would attempt to mislead a community. 

If this was not a unanimous statement by each
member of the Council, then the Council is duty
bound to tell the public who made the statement.
A list of all the signatories to that statement
would be much appreciated. Be men enough to
stand up for what you believe in and not hide
behind others whose denominational reputation
carries more weight in this community.

CONFUSED AND OFFENDED
Nassau,
September 5, 2009

Who and what is the Christian Council?

EDITOR, The Tribune.

Clearly the Bahamas Christian Council has by its release and
opinion as to the proposals on the table to amend the legal position
of rape within a marriage has parted from at least one of the
largest denominations which now raises a long standing question
as to who does the Bahamas Christian Council speak for? 

Some years ago I obtained a true copy of the Constitution of the
BCC and was surprised that for example any faith/denomination
which was administrated or controlled by an external source could
not be a member of the BCC. Clearly therefore the Roman
Catholics, The Greek Orthodox, Lutherans, Southern Baptists
possibly even some of the Pentecostals were in fact denied mem-
bership. Further it is an Article of the BCC Constitution that
whenever there is a dissenting view the Council in any release is
required by the Constitution to identify the difference and name the
faith that dissented. We certainly have never seen that from the
BCC, ever and not today on this controversial matter. 

Watching television last evening a thought came to me which I
think will bring some sense to the matter — when you are young
and in love there is absolutely no way that either the male or
female look at each other in any manner of way of nothing more
than being one and equal so why are we making all this noise? 

I agree the time period of two-years as I understand that either
party can bring or allege rape is far too long as this complicates the
issue if the parties reconcile and forget to rescind the charge or
report — either party may hold this over each other. 

The question of common-law arrangements — of consenting
homosexuals residing together be they males or females and, of
course, the sweetheart position to me this amendment does not cov-
er those relationships although as they are not statutorily married
I presume you can bring rape charges under the Penal Code. 

It is sad that the Christian Council could not discuss and debate
the issue internally before issuing this statement as obviously now
they have created a controversy. 

ABRAHAM MOSS
Nassau,
September, 2009.

Whom does Christian Council speak for?
EDITOR, The Tribune.

To: The President, BCMC
Congratulations for giving

support to the proposed
amendment to the Sexual
Offences Act. You make me
proud to be a Methodist. Kind
personal regards and best wish-
es for the new church year.

PATRICK BETHEL
Nassau,
September 3, 2009.

Congratulations

EDITOR, The Tribune
The Bahamas Christian

Counsel's response to the gov-
ernment's proposed marital
rape law was predictable and
regrettably highlights the inse-
curities of far too many
Bahamian men.

These worthy stalwarts are
still living in an era when the
worth of the Bahamian woman
was measured by her ability to
fry fish and give comfort.

Small wonder our illegiti-
macy rate is so incredibly high
when our young women are still
led to believe, by the clergy no
less, that they are nothing more
than mere chattels.  

IAN MABON
Nassau,
September 5, 2009

Predictable response

           



LINKING Bahamian farm-
ers with those in the tourism
sector is the aim of an “Agro-
Tourism Symposium” being
held at the College of the
Bahamas this Thursday.

Organised by the Bahamas
Agricultural Producers Associ-
ation in partnership with the
Inter-American Institution for
Cooperation on Agriculture,
Ministry of Tourism and Avia-
tion and The Bahamas Hotel
Association the forum will offer
a chance for producers to net-
work with chefs and food and
beverage directors who might
be interested in purchasing
their produce.

Speaking at the event, held
under the title “Linking Hotels
and Local Farmers”, will be Ms
Ena Harvey, a hemispheric spe-
cialist in agro tourism from Bar-
bados, Edison Key, MP for
South Abaco and Chairman of
BAIC, Robert Sands, President
of the Bahamas Hotel Associa-
tion as well as Chef Keshlah

Smith and Leslie Minnis, senior
marketing officer, Department
of Agriculture.

Registration is $25 per per-
son including meals and sym-
posium material. The venue is
Choices Restaurant, The Culi-
nary and Hospitality Manage-
ment Institute, College of the
Bahamas, Thompson Boule-
vard. Call 502 4234 to register
or for more information.
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Agro-Tourism Symposium being
held at College of the Bahamas

AFTER meeting on
Friday, the House Com-
mittee on publicly held
lands has agreed to
extend the deadline for
concerned members of
the public to make sub-
missions or requests to
the investigative group-
ing.

Having issued a prior
notice to the public solic-
iting information on
their concerns about
publicly-owned lands,
the parliamentary com-
mittee’s meeting on Fri-
day saw them consider
that information before
deciding that the final
deadline for the public to
provide such input would
be extended to this Fri-
day, September 18.

“Accordingly all peo-
ple who are interested in
making submissions
before the committee
and or appearing before
the committee should
write the clerk of the
House of Assembly with
their submissions or
requests.

“The committee has
agreed to respond to all
those who have written
letters and made submis-
sions and to draw up a
schedule of witnesses for
those who wish to appear
before the Committee,”
said Committee chair-
man, MP for Fox Hill,
Fred Mitchell.

The Committee
adjourned to Monday,
September 21, at 10 a.m.

Any submissions or
requests should be sent
to the Chief Clerk,
House of Assembly
at PO Box N 3003, Nas-
sau, Bahamas or by fax
no 322-1118 or at the e-
mail address: houseo-
fassembly@bahamas.gov.
bs, or by hand to the
House of Assembly, Bay
Street, Nassau.

Lands Committee
extends deadline
for public to 
submit concerns

PHILIP “Brave” Davis, contender for
the deputy leadership of the PLP, yesterday
issued a statement “welcoming” MP for
West End and Bimini Obie Wilchcombe
to the race for the post.

The statement comes two days after Mr
Wilchcombe officially launched his bid for
the deputy leadership in Grand Bahama
on Friday, becoming the second to
announce such intentions.

MP for Rum Cay, Cat Island and San
Salvador, Mr Davis said the declaration by
Mr Wilchcombe is “another sign of democ-
racy at work in the PLP” and, signalling
that more bids will soon be launched, he
said that the “various candidates, whether announced or unan-
nouced, all have the best interest of the party and country at heart.”

Mr Davis reiterated that the fundamental issues forming the basis
of his campaign are education, crime and the judiciary; and “the
creation of a new economic model compatible with the changing
needs of the country.”

Speaking on Friday Mr Wilchcombe said that if elected as Deputy
Leader he would address crime, employment, enhancing the tourism
product, improving the education system and re-energising Grand
Bahama’s flagging economy.

• SEE PAGE SIX

Davis welcomes Wilchcombe
to PLP deputy leadership race

PHILIP DAVIS
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PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingra-
ham is pictured answering media
questions on Grand Bahama's
economy at a press conference
held at the Government Complex,
Mall Drive, Freeport on Sunday,
September 6, 2009. 

• SEE PAGE ONE
FOR FULL STORY Sh
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PM IN GRAND BAHAMA

OBIE WILCHCOMBE officially announced his candidacy for the
deputy leadership of the PLP party on Friday at the Our Lucaya
Resort. Mr Wilchcombe, who came on stage in crutches after
injuring his ankle, thanked his beloved mother, supporters, and
friends who came out to support him and who have supported
him over the years during his political career.

• SEE PAGE FIVE
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WILCHCOMBE LAUNCHES CANDIDACY

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 

THE astronauts aboard the
linked space shuttle and space
station are almost finished pack-
ing up a moving van for return
to Earth this week, according to
Associated Press.

The Italian-built van — essen-
tially a giant cylinder — flew up
aboard Discovery with seven

tons of space station supplies
and equipment. It will come
back filled with a ton of trash
and surplus gear. The astronauts
will place the van back aboard
Discovery on Monday night, just
in time for Tuesday’s shuttle
undocking. The shuttle astro-
nauts said Sunday that they’re
ready to wrap up their mission
and come home.

Astronauts pack trash, surplus gear for ride home

 



By RONALD SANDERS

(The writer is a Consultant
and former Caribbean 
diplomat)

DESPITE uncertainties
that mar the Guyana politi-
cal scene, the country’s eco-
nomic prospects appear to
be brighter than they have
been in three decades. Sev-
eral developments account
for this and they bring hope
to a country that has been
blighted by political turmoil
and economic setbacks.

Amongst the develop-
ments is the considerable
reduction in the ratio of debt
to gross domestic product.
Guyana has moved from
being one of the world’s
highly indebted poor coun-
tries to a situation in which
the Government is manag-
ing its debt and has more
breathing space in which to
take policy decisions of
social and economic benefit
to the Guyanese people. It is
an accomplishment for
which Guyana’s President
Bharrat Jagdeo deserves full
credit.

Epitomizing the new eco-
nomic optimism for Guyana
is the formal opening, sched-
uled for September 14, of a
bridge over the Takutu Riv-
er, the narrowest point at
which Guyana and its
sprawling neighbour, Brazil,
connect.  Both Guyana’s
President and Brazil’s Pres-
ident Iancio Lula Da Silva
will be part of the opening
ceremony.

The Brazilian govern-
ment, with the full agree-
ment of the Guyanese gov-
ernment, has built the bridge
capable of carrying heavy
vehicles to transport con-
tainers with a wide variety
of commodities as well as
people. The bridge is the
first step in infrastructure
that would allow business-
men from Brazil's Northern-
most State of Roaraima to
truck commodities through
Guyana to a port on
Guyana's Atlantic coast and
then to markets in North
America and Europe.

What has to follow is a
dry-weather road from the
bridge on the Guyana side
to the town of Linden which
is already connected by a
highway to Guyana’s capi-
tal, Georgetown, on the
Atlantic Coast.  Then a deep
water harbour has to be con-
structed.  But even without
the harbour immediately,
the bridge and road would
give Roraima businesses the
access to the Atlantic they
now need. The system
would be considerably
cheaper for businesses that
now have to transport goods
across the vastness of Brazil
to its far-away ports. The
Brazilians have a vested
interest in financing the
building of the harbour.

Guyanese businesses
would also be able to use
the bridge for transporting
goods for sale in Brazil pro-
vided they are able to estab-
lish markets. At the
moment, while Brazilian
goods are increasing in the
Guyana market, largely due

to the influx of Brazilians
into Guyana, Guyanese
exports have been limited
to wood, wood products and
bauxite.  But, there is every
reason to believe that
exports of rice in particular
would be possible.  

It is estimated that there
are about 3,000 Brazilians
now operating gold mines in
Guyana and making a good
living from it while con-
tributing to the economy.
They have brought in new
technology and are getting
higher production yields.
Consequently, the govern-
ment is getting more taxes,
and the Guyana Gold Board
which purchases the pro-
duction is selling it on the
international market at a
profit.

Once traffic starts
between Roraima and
Georgetown, several forms
of new economic activity
will spring from it, includ-
ing new villages in areas that
are now sparsely populated.
The road points the way not
only for a cheaper outlet for
Northern Brazil to the
Atlantic and therefore to
Europe and North Ameri-
ca, but for a considerable
boost to the economy of
Guyana.

The construction of the
road and the harbour will
increase employment and
production in the Guyanese
economy in the near term.
Given the sustained eco-
nomic activity that they will
generate, new and lasting
employment will also be cre-
ated.

Aligned to the business
links to Brazil is the Guyana
government’s decision to
designate Ogle, an area on
the Atlantic Coast of
Guyana, as a second Inter-
national Airport. The
arrangements for this are
almost complete. Ogle will
accommodate flights on air-
craft such as those operat-
ed in the Caribbean by

LIAT and Caribbean Air-
ways as well as the Brazil-
ian airline, Mehta.  Ogle is
15 minutes from George-
town and less than 10 min-
utes from the Secretariat of
the Caribbean Community
and Common Market
(CARICOM).  

President Jagdeo is also
working feverishly to put
together the means to build
a hydro-electric power sta-
tion in Guyana. With its
many rivers and waterfalls,
Guyana lends itself to
hydro-power. Once hydro-
power is established, ener-
gy costs – now one of the
big expenses of doing busi-
ness and accounting for as
much as 20 per cent of GDP
– would drop significantly
opening the distinct possi-
bility for less expensive pro-
duction of sugar and bauxite
and reduced costs in the
mining and timber sectors.  

Then, there is oil explo-
ration off shore in an area
where the maritime bound-
ary with Suriname is now
legally settled. The Canadi-
an company, CGX, which
has been exploring the area,
made some hopeful state-
ments in August.  Amongst
them was that “the cost esti-
mate to drill the Eagle Deep
Well has been reduced sig-
nificantly to below $70 mil-
lion from US$90 million”
and they were encouraged
by the seismic data
processed during the first
half of 2009. If this leads to
the renewal of drilling next
year, it would be a further
boost to the Guyana econo-
my.

However, the prospects
for economic improvement
are dimmed by political
uncertainties. President
Jagdeo’s term of office ends
in 2011, and his Peoples Pro-
gressive Party (PPP) will
have to choose a Presiden-
tial candidate next year.
That candidate will have to
be someone in whom the
electorate, beyond the tra-
ditional PPP support, has
confidence both to manage
the economy and lead a
multi-racial nation.   

A recent convention of
the main opposition, Peo-
ples National Congress
(PNC), to elect its leader
and other officers turned out
to be a fractious affair.
While Robert Corbin was
re-elected leader, the PNC is
now split into many parts
with its middle class support
severely disenchanted. The
main beneficiary of the
PNC’s internal confusion
appears to be a third party,
the Alliance for Change,
which promotes itself vigor-
ously as a non-racial group-

ing dedicated to a one-
nation Guyana.

But, the telling political
battles will be fought next
year – first within the two
main parties and then at the
national level.  

Within sight of all the
parties is the prospect of real
economic opportunities for
Guyana if the politics can
be managed with maturity.

Responses and previous 
commentaries at: 
www.sirronaldsanders.com
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For Rent
“�e premier choice for serious business”

1,550 sq.ft. $5,425.00 p. month incl. CAM fees
 1,056 sq.ft. $3,432.00 p. month incl. CAM fees

Contact Mr. Simon Chappell on 
327 1575 or 

477-7610
Email: simon@cavesheights.com

Caves Village Professional Turn Key Office Suites
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Guyana: Economic prospects
and political uncertainties

WORLD VIEW

SIR RONALD SANDERS

““IItt iiss eessttiimmaatteedd
tthhaatt tthheerree aarree
aabboouutt 33,,000000
BBrraazziilliiaannss nnooww
ooppeerraattiinngg ggoolldd
mmiinneess iinn
GGuuyyaannaa aanndd
mmaakkiinngg aa ggoooodd
lliivviinngg ffrroomm 
iitt wwhhiillee 
ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg ttoo
tthhee eeccoonnoommyy..””

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

           



KABUL

AN AIRSTRIKE by U.S.
fighter jets that appears to have
killed Afghan civilians could
turn into a major dispute for
NATO allies Germany and the
United States, as tensions began
rising between them Sunday
over Germany’s role in ordering
the attack, according to Associ-
ated Press.

Afghan officials say up to 70
people were killed in the early
morning airstrike Friday in the
northern province of Kunduz
after Taliban militants stole two

tanker trucks of fuel and vil-
lagers gathered to siphon off
gas.

Afghan and NATO investi-
gations are just beginning, but
both German and U.S. officials
already appeared to be trying
to deflect blame.

German Defense Minister
Franz Josef Jung said the Tal-
iban’s possession of the two
tankers “posed an acute threat
to our soldiers.” German offi-
cials have said the tankers might
have been used as suicide
bombs.

“If there were civilian casu-

alties or injuries, of course we
deeply regret that. At the same
time, it was clear that our sol-
diers were in danger,” Jung said
in comments to German broad-
casters. “Consequently, I stand
clearly behind our commander’s
decision” to order the air strike.

Meanwhile, Rear Adm. Gre-
gory J. Smith, the top U.S. and
NATO spokesman in the coun-
try, said German troops let too
many hours pass before visiting
the site of the bombing Friday.

He explained that it’s impor-
tant to hold the ground after a
strike and determine what hap-

pened before the enemy comes
out with its own version of
events.

The top U.S. and NATO
commander in Afghanistan,
U.S. Gen. Stanley McChrystal,
visited the site Saturday where
two charred trucks and yellow
gas cans sat on a riverbed. He
asked a top commander in
Regional Command North
about the response time.

“Why didn’t RC-North come
here quicker?” McChrystal
asked Col. Georg Klein, the
commander of the German base
in Kunduz.

“I can honestly say it was a
mistake,” Klein answered, in a
discussion witnessed by an Asso-
ciated Press reporter.

On Sunday, Smith said that
in McChrystal’s judgment the
response time “was probably
longer than it should have
been.”

German troops in
Afghanistan have long been crit-
icized for avoiding combat oper-
ations, even as militants have
increasingly infiltrated northern
Afghanistan the last year, desta-
bilizing the once-peaceful
region.

Taliban militants stole two
fuel tankers late Friday that
became stuck on a riverbed out-
side Kunduz. Villagers — either
forced by the militants or
enticed by offers of free fuel —
gathered near the trucks, even
as U.S. jets patrolled overhead.

German commanders watch-
ing images from the U.S. air-
craft could see about 120 people,
McChrystal said Saturday. The
commanders decided that the
people were militants and
ordered the airstrikes, Smith
said, even though images pro-
vided by the U.S. aircraft would
have been grainy and difficult
to see.

Whether the German com-
manders or the U.S. pilot are at

fault for any civilian casualties
may turn into an inner-NATO
tussle.

Smith said the ground force
commander “is the decision
maker for close air support.
That’s doctrine.” But he also
conceded that a pilot can refuse
an order to drop a bomb.

Klein, in an interview with
The Associated Press on Sun-
day, declined to say whether
images provided by the U.S. jets
had been clear enough for
weapons to be seen among
Afghans on the ground, citing
the ongoing investigation.

A German Joint Terminal
Air Controller, or JTAC, who
spoke on condition that his
name not be used because he
wasn’t authorized to speak pub-
licly, said the rules for ordering
an attack clearly state that the
ultimate decision rests with the
ground commander.

But rules also require that
both the pilot and the JTAC get
a good positive identification of
the target before the comman-
der can order a weapon
deployed, the JTAC said.

“Only when both are sure
that what we see is a target, only
then will the pilot drop the
bomb,” the JTAC said.

The German Defense Min-
istry, meanwhile, pushed back
against a story published in the
Washington Post that German
officials said painted their com-
mander in a poor light and
played up the U.S. version of
events. The ministry said the
article “will definitely influence
at least the preliminary investi-
gation by the various bodies.”

“The Defense Ministry is very
surprised about the unusual pro-
cedure of using a journalist as
a source to reveal initial investi-
gation results,” the ministry said.

Kris Coratti, director of com-
munications for the Washing-
ton Post, said in an e-mail: “The

story speaks for itself.”
Smith said a trip to Kunduz

by military officials from Kabul
was not an official investigation
but a fact-finding trip.

“And I think it’s much, much
better for people to understand
the facts,” he said of the decision
to allow a journalist to witness
the discussion among military
officials.

No NATO officials will yet
say how many civilians they
think may have died. Smith on
Saturday said the preliminary
overall death toll was believed
to be 56. Afghan officials say
it’s in the low 70s.

Smith said he hopes a U.S.-
German rift does not develop
over the strike. “I hope every-
one allows the investigation to
proceed and we’ll determine
what we know more precisely
and move on from there,” Smith
said.

The director of an Afghan
human rights group criticized
NATO’s International Security
Assistance Force for the deaths.
“It was carelessness in terms of
ISAF using force without doing
enough to investigate whether
this is a civilian location,” Ajmal
Samadi of Afghan Rights Mon-
itor said.

German troops have long
been criticized for restrictions
that limit the battle their troops
see. A U.S. based military ana-
lyst, Anthony Cordesman, said
German troops don’t have “the
situational and combat experi-
ence” to confront Taliban on
the ground.

“They’re as oriented toward
staying in their armored vehi-
cles as any group I’ve met,”
Cordesman said. “They’re not
active enough to present much
of a threat to the Taliban most
of the time.”

Klein rejected the claim that
his troops lacked combat expe-
rience.
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US-German rift emerges
over Afghan deaths case

GERMAN COLONEL Georg Klein is
pictured at the German base in Kun-
duz, Afghanistan, Sunday, Sept. 6,
2009. An airstrike ordered by a Ger-
man commander Klein and carried
out by U.S. fighter jets that appears
to have killed Afghan civilians could
turn into a major dispute between
the two NATO allies, as tensions
began rising Sunday over Germany's
role in the attack. Afghan officials
say up to 70 people were killed in the
early morning airstrike Friday in the
northern province of Kunduz after
Taliban militants stole two tanker
trucks of fuel and villagers gathered
to siphon off gas.
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they pulled up next to the
car in Breadfruit Street
where it was blocking traf-
fic sometime after 9pm.

As they approached the
32-year-old driver sped off
and the officers pursued. As
shots were fired from the
car, police returned fire,
while driving at high speed
across southern New Provi-
dence.

The chase ended when
the Honda crashed into a

Kia Sephia car and a Dodge
Ram truck in Croton and
Buttonwood Streets. 

The passenger escaped
from the vehicle and ran off
while police arrested the dri-
ver.

He had a gunshot injury
in the back of his neck and
police believe he may have
been hit in the gunfire
exchange.

Emergency Medical Ser-
vices took the victim to hos-
pital where he is in stable
condition.

Police are appealing for

information to lead to the
arrest of the passenger in the
Honda Accord as an investi-
gation into the shooting con-
tinues.

Anyone with any infor-
mation that might assist
investigations should call
police on 911, 919, or call the
Criminal Detective Unit on

352-2015. To submit infor-
mation under total anonymi-
ty call Crime Stoppers
anonymously on 328-TIPS
(8477).
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plies on Parkgate Road and
demanded cash, police said.

The incident occurred at
around 3pm on Saturday. The
two men fled the scene on
foot.

Alexander’s brother and
son of the store’s owner, Mar-
cus Dean Jnr, said the family
have been told to expect
Alexander to pull through,
but doctors have warned that
he may be left crippled.

“He was shot in the back
and he’s going into spinal
surgery tonight. They say
they’re going to take the oth-
er bullet out this Friday
because they want him to
recover from the surgery
tonight,” said Mr Dean Jnr.

Police had warned his fam-
ily about crime in the area
when they opened the store
and therefore he felt in many
ways that such an attack was
“only a matter of time,” but
nonetheless, Alexander’s
brother said the incident left
him feeling “helpless.”

“I’m just praying for him.
I’m glad he’s alive but I’m
hoping he isn’t left crippled.”
Mr Dean Jnr also called for
anyone who can to donate
blood at Doctor’s Hospital as
they are in “dire need.”

Police hunting the two
criminals are also calling for
the public’s help in connec-
tion with the incident.

“We are seeking the help
of residents in the area or
anyone who may have been
passing the Park Gate Road
area noticing two men run-
ning, to contact us at tele-
phone numbers 919, 502-9991,
322-3816, or 328- TIPS,” said
Police Press Liaison Officer
Walter Evans.

According to Assistant
Superintendent Evans, the
dreadlocked gunman was
wearing a white shirt and blue
jeans. No description of the
second man was provided.

The potentially deadly
shooting came a little over
two weeks after mother of
three Wendy Bullard was bru-
tally gunned down in front of
her place of work.

Ms Bullard, 34, was shot in
the face when two masked
men held up 21st Century
Steel Welding Limited off
Royal Palm Street, just sev-
eral yards south of St
George’s Anglican Church.

Man shot
in armed
robbery
attempt

FROM page one

Police in high speed chase shootout
FROM page one

 



ulated by the Utilities Regu-
lation and Competition
Authority (URCA).

Mr Ingraham said Govern-
ment is concerned that the
GBPC has not “reinvested
adequate sums of money into
its generation and distribution
system, and the company has
over the years taken its profits
out in cash rather than rein-
vesting it in its operation.”

The Power Company here
has recently come under fire
over reliability issues, among
other things, including the high
cost of electricity.

Local community activists
Troy Garvey and Joseph
Darville, vice president of the
Grand Bahama Human Rights

Association, said that the GB
Power has a monopoly on
power and should be regulated
by government. 

They feel that rates and fuel
surcharge are too high. 

The Prime Minister stated
that in so far as the fuel cost is
concerned, Grand Bahama
Power is able to access fuel
costs at a lower rate than BEC.

“They did not pay any cus-
toms duties or the rest of it;
they are able to service their
suppliers outside the area in
bonded vehicles and so that
ought to account for something
in terms of electricity cost here
in Grand Bahama,” he said.

Speaking in Grand Bahama
on Sunday, where he met with
the press at the Government
Office Complex to take ques-
tions on various pressing
issues, the Prime Minister
revealed that Government is
“disappointed in the Japanese
company, Marubeni” which,
until very recently, owned the
majority stake in the GBPC.

“We expected that they
would have brought greater
efficiency to Grand Bahama’s
electrical generating supply
and that has not happened,”
he said.

Mr Ingraham explained that
the original intent to have
Freeport was that the Grand
Bahama Port Authority would
regulate the electrical supply,
water, and telephone opera-
tors in Freeport. 

He noted that the GBPC is
now supplying electricity, out-
side of Freeport, to the entire
island of Grand Bahama. 

Mr Ingraham emphasised
that private sector enterprises
should be operating more effi-
ciently than public/government
enterprises.

“We are disappointed that
the number of power outages
that you have here in Grand

Bahama is far in excess of
government enterprises, and
as we all know government

enterprise is supposed to be
less efficient than the private
sector. 

“And so the GBPC is not

giving us confidence that pri-
vate sector by itself is the
answer, so we will have dis-
cussions with them about the
various issues that have been
raised by the people of Grand
Bahama,” said Mr Ingraham.  

With Grand Bahama’s econ-
omy in recession, residents
here have complained that the
Power Company has been
insensitive to how it enforces
its policies with disconnections
at this difficult time when so
many are unemployed, and
especially when power cuts are
so frequent.

Meanwhile, last week Greg
Ebelhar, head of Polymers
International's Freeport oper-
ations, told Tribune Business
that the electricity tariffs
charged by Grand Bahama
Power Company are “a huge
issue” for his company and
other manufacturers, as the
relatively high prices were tak-
ing a huge chunk out of their
bottom line and making their
prices/operations uncompeti-
tive compared to their global
rivals.

Mr Ebelhar suggested that
Freeport “absolutely cannot”
remain a viable, competitive
manufacturing base in the
medium to long term with such
relatively high power costs.

Mr Ingraham said: “We are
giving consideration to
whether or not the power com-
pany in Freeport, like BEC,
ought not to be regulated by
the new regulatory authority
which the government has
established called URCA (the
Utilities Regulation and Com-
petition Authority), and its
regulatory commission author-

ity which came into effect on
September 1, under the Com-
munication Act,” he said. 

Mr Ingraham suggested
that there are standard profits
that utility companies are
expected to make that are
determined by regulatory
authorities, as well as stan-
dard sums of  money that
ought to be kept for reinvest-
ment in upgrade of plant and
distribution systems, and this

could be addressed by URCA
if i t  were to regulate the
GBPC.

A town meeting was held
by a group of local communi-
ty activists on Friday evening
at Workers House so that the
Grand Bahama Power Com-
pany could address the con-
cerns of residents. 

Excell Ferrell, CEO and
president of GBPC, attended
the meeting.  

ficult time.
He said that a new $17 million gov-

ernment office complex will be built
for Customs and Immigration here on
the island.  

According to the prime minister,
the project, which involves the con-
struction of a 60,000 sq ft building
complex, will provide many construc-
tion jobs in Freeport.  

Mr Ingraham said the announce-
ment for pre-qualification for con-
tractors will be made on Tuesday of
this week. 

“Contractors who are interested in
bidding on the job who are qualified
to bid are urged to pick up the pack-
ages and to seek to become pre-qual-
ified to bid on the job,” he said. 

The unemployment situation, the
closure of hotel properties, and the
decline in tourism on Grand Bahama
are pressing concerns for residents. 

Mr Ingraham stated that the gov-
ernment intends to create a major
cruise port in Freeport at the Williams
Town site.

“We have taken steps to acquire a
total of 55 acres of land. That process
is going to take several months to be
completed.  

“Those who own the land will have
the opportunity to come forward and

provide evidence of their ownership.
The land would be assessed in terms
of its value and government will cause
to be paid the assessed value,” he said. 

Prime Minister Ingraham said per-
sons who are dissatisfied with the
assessment will be able to take action
in the Supreme Court. 

“We will abide by whatever deci-
sions is made by such a process. In
the meantime, we propose to conclude
an acquisition and cause a cruise port
at Williams Town which will have sig-
nificant economic benefits for Grand
Bahama,” he stated. 

Mr Ingraham also noted that gov-
ernment is paying the cost for contin-
ued operation of the casino at Our
Lucaya Resort. 

Treasure Bay is taking over opera-
tion of the casino after the Isle of
Capri closed its operation.  

“The government is paying the cost
for the continued operation of the
casino in Our Lucaya. It is not a deci-
sion I am not comfortable with. 

“I am not comfortable with the
Bahamas government having to take
money from the Treasury to run a

casino, but these are unusual times
and we are taking some usual deci-
sions to support Freeport, and the
employment of 200-plus people who
are employed there,” he said.

“We would like to have at Our
Lucaya not just a new casino opera-
tor…but we will continue to try to do
what we think the best is,” said Mr
Ingraham.

Prime Minister said government is
grateful to Hutchison, which owns
Our Lucaya Resort, for what it is
doing in terms of supporting and sus-
taining the number of jobs for
Bahamians at the hotel property.  

However, he believes that there are
some other things that could be done
with the assistance of the government.  

“We are prepared to offer support
from the government to Hutchison to
cause some additional things to be
done to enhance Grand Bahama as a
tourist destination,” Mr Ingraham
said.        

Government is expected to meet
with the ownership of Hutchison in
London sometime in early October
to further discuss this.

According to Mr Ingraham, Har-
court, the owners of the Royal Oasis
property, has not yet indicated their
ability to proceed with plans for recon-
struction and opening of the resort in
Freeport. 

When asked about the Ginn pro-
ject at West End, he said the devel-
opers of Ginn have informed the gov-
ernment that it has adequate sums of
money to continue at some point next
year. 

“They are seeking to access addi-
tional funding and they are hopeful, in
the meantime they have several hun-
dred people working at Ginn as far
as I know,” he said. 

The government, he said, is also
providing support and substantial
sums of money to the Ministry of
Tourism to promote Grand Bahama. 

“We are advertising Grand Bahama
on television in a way its never been
before. 

“You can turn to almost any of the
cable channels and see Grand Bahama
in advertisements as a place for people
to come,” he said.

According to Mr Ingraham, the
industrial sector has not been signifi-
cantly impacted on the island. 

He noted that government is in dis-
cussion over the sale of the old Burma
terminal facility at East Grand
Bahama and expects to have a possi-
ble decision before end of the month. 

“VOPAK is continuing on its
expansion and the container port con-
tinues to provide good jobs,” said Mr
Ingraham. 

Mr Ingraham said the NIB Unem-
ployment Programme has provided
assistance to 2,230 residents of Grand
Bahama, in addition to assistance from
Social Services.
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word “MOB” on his left arm, along with a marijuana leaf,
and another of a tear drop under his left eye.

Asst Supt Loretta Mackey said the police are seeking
the assistance of the public in locating Virgil.

According to reports, sometime around 9.10pm police
responded to a call at Les Fountain Building No 2 on East
Sunrise Highway.

On arrival police discovered a male lying on the floor of
a business at the complex. The victim was suffering from
apparent stab wounds to the body.

The victim, later identified as Smith, was taken to the hos-
pital where he was pronounced dead around 10pm. 

Curious onlookers remained in the area as police
processed the crime scene. A bystander who knew the vic-
tim believes that the altercation was over a girl. 

However, police have not confirmed a motive for the
stabbing and are continuing their investigations. 

They believe that the attack occurred in another location
and the victim ran to Les Fountain Building No 2 where he
collapsed in a store.

ASP Mackey is appealing to anyone with information
concerning the matter and the whereabouts of Virgil to
contact police at 352-9774/5, 350-3107/8 or 911.

Virgil is considered armed and extremely dangerous.
Around 5’ 9” tall and 135 pounds, he has a dark brown
complexion and dark brown eyes. 

‘Dangerous’ man is
wanted after killing

FROM page one

FROM page one PM disappointed over inefficiency 
of Grand Bahama Power Company

FROM page one PM is set to announce
500 temporary jobs

HUBERT INGRAHAM

 



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

SOONER or later, Mark
Knowles knew that he would
have to face rising young star
Ryan Sweeting.

That opportunity came
sooner than later as the two
were on opposite side of the
court in the second round of
the men’s doubles at the US
Open in Flushing Meadows,
New York on Saturday.

Knowles and his Indian
partner Mahesh Bhupathi,
seeded number three, took
advantage of the less experi-
enced team of Sweeting and
his American partner Jesse
Levine for a 7-5, 6-2 win.

Playing through the pain
he’s experiencing after his
right ring finger was cut in an
elevator at the Tennis Center
last Tuesday requiring some
nine stitches, Knowles said he
was quite contented in win-
ning a couple of matches so
far, including his first head-
to-head encounter with
Sweeting.

Tough
“It was interesting playing

Ryan,” said Knowles of the
former Bahamian Davis Cup
player, now an American cit-
izen. “It was a tough match.

“He’s a good player with a
big serve.

“He hits the ball very well
and he’s a very good doubles
player. I think he’s being
doing well lately and he
should have a bright future.”

While Knowles and Bhu-
pathi had a 81-64 winning per-
centage edge on 1st serve and
62-32 on 2nd serve, Sweeting
and Levine got the better on
winners (including service) as
they finished 12-10.

However, Knowles and
Bhupathi dominated on
receiving points won 45-27%
and break point conversion
4-of-8 for a 50-33 % (1-of-3)
to accumulate an advantage
of 65-47 total points won.

“We’re playing very well.
Obviously, I have a little bit of

adversity, we’ve played well
so far in the two matches we
have played,” said Knowles,
after they won their first
round match 6-3, 6-4 over
American James Cerretani
and Lovro Zovko from Croa-
tia.

“Our draw is pretty easy.
But we obviously feel great
about the way we’re playing
and we felt great coming into
the event. So it’s just a matter
of trying to get better and bet-
ter each day and getting fit.”

Knowles and Bhupathi are
scheduled to play their third
round match today against the
team of Yen-Hsun Lu of
Taipei and Dudi Sela of
Israel.

Yesterday, Knowles had
mixed doubles duties. He and
his German partner, Anna-
Lena Groenefeld, the No.4
seeds, faced Knowles’ former
partner Zi Yan from China
and Mariusz Fyrstenberg
from Poland.

However, Yan and Fyrsten-
berg got the best of the
match-up with identical set
scores of 6-3, 6-3 over
Knowles and Groenefeld, the
winners of the Wimbledon
title in July.
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Pain in ...
belly for Rafa,

Page 14

BOXING

ALTHOUGH they have
both been eliminated from
further competition at the
AIBA World Champi-
onships in Milan, Italy, the
two-man team of Valenti-
no Knowles and Carl Hield
will remain until the end.

The duo, along with
coach Andre Seymour, will
not be back home until
Sunday.

Knowles, who made his-
tory when he became the
first Bahamian to win a
first round match before he
lost in the second round,
said he intends to take
advantage of the opportu-
nity to continue to train.

“This is going to be my
training ground until I
return home,” he said.
“I’ve already got a taste of
what it’s like to make his-
tory and I know there’s a
lot more to come.”

The goal, he said, is to
get ready for the 2012
Olympic Games in Lon-
don, England.

Knowles said he and
Hield, who lost in the first
round, have been going out
and watching the other
competition going on when
they are not training.

BOXING

Mackey
back home

AFTER spending about
three weeks in a training
camp in Berlin, Germany,
Bahamas super mid-
dleweight champion Jer-
maine ‘Choo Choo’ Mack-
ey is back home.

Mackey, who is prepar-
ing to defend his British
Commonwealth title in
October, was training with
world champion Mikkel
Kessler. 

However, the sparring
sessions didn’t go as Mack-
ey had anticipated as
Kessler was not available
every day.

Boxing duo
training in
Italy despite
elimination

Knowles wins first encounter
with rising star Ryan Sweeting

LEGEND THOMAS ROBINSON along with H.E Mr WU Bangguo unveils the new cornerstone to be
placed at the entrance of the new stadium. His Excellency Wu Bangguo, Chairman of the Standing
Committee  of the National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China presented a mod-
el of the national stadium to the Deputy prime Minister Brent Symonette along with Desmond Ban-
nister, Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture and Thomas A Robinson and Tommy Turnquest,
Minister of National Security.                                                                                       SEE PAGE 12

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

WITH the heartbreak-
ing performance of
the 12th IAAF World
Championships in

Athletics behind him, Leevan ‘Super-
man’ Sands came back to soar to a big
victory yesterday as he prepares for the
IAAF World Athletic Final this week-
end.

Competing along with Shamar Sands
at a meet in Rieti, Italy, Sands cleared
16.77 metres or 55-feet, 01/4-inches to
snatch first place in the men’s triple jump.

His winning leap came on the second
of his four attempts. He opened with
16.12 or 52-10 3/4 that placed him in sec-
ond behind Cuba’s Arnie David Girat.

But after taking the lead, Sands went
on to post 16.52 or 54-2 1/2 in the third
round and 16.60 or 54-5 1/2 in the last

‘SUPERMAN’ IS BACK!
LEEVAN SANDS

sports
NOTES

STADIUM CORNERSTONE UNVEILED
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TENNIS: US OPEN 2009

Leevan Sands soars to big victory in Italy

SEE page 13

‘‘ ‘‘It was interesting
playing Ryan. It was
a tough match

Mark
Knowles

MARK KNOWLES

VALENTINO KNOWLES

‘Choo Choo’ Mackey

US OPEN: See Page 14

                 



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

MINISTER of Youth, Sports
and Culture Desmond Bannis-
ter said he’s really surprised at
the efficiency with which the
Qilu Construction Group Cor-
poration are preparing to have
the new national stadium com-
pleted by 2011.

“The Chinese are going
incredibly fast,” said Bannister
after the official tour of the con-
struction site on Saturday with
the 120-plus delegation from
the National People’s Congress
of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na, headed by Wu Bangguo,
the chairman of the standing
committee.

“I don’t think that there’s
anybody who work as quickly
as they’re working and are as
organized and extremely quiet
as they are. 

Pleased
“We are very pleased with

the way they are working.”
When completed, the

Bahamas Association of Ath-
letic Associations is hoping that
they will be able to host the
Carifta Games from April to
coincide with the official open-

ing ceremonies and the naming
of the new 15,000 seat state-of-
the-art Thomas A. Robinson
Track and Field Stadium that
could be explanded to accom-
modate a total of 23,000 seats.

If they are successful in
securing the bid from Grena-
da, who is currently trying to
repair their stadium after they
were hit by hurricane, it will be

the seventh time that the
Bahamas has hosted the top
junior regional competition. 

The last time the Bahamas
hosted Carifta was in 2002
when Bannister served as pres-
ident of the BAAA. 

The BAAA, which will go to
the polls in November to select
a new executive board for the
next three years, is currently
headed by Curt ‘Mr. H’
Hollingsworth.

Bannister, who on Saturday
spoke about the “economic
benefits” that will derive for
the Bahamas when the stadi-
um is completed, thanked the
Chinese government for “what
they are doing for us and how
they are doing it. I can’t wait
until it’s finished.”

Leading up to the Olympic
Games last year in Beijing, Chi-
na, the Chinese government
created two national stadiums
that have surpassed all con-
structed anywhere else in the
world.

Marvelled
Everybody marvleled as the

‘Bird’s Nest’ national track and
field stadium, which hosted the
opening and closing ceremonies
as well as the track and field
competition at the Olympics
and the ‘Blue tube’ national
swim complex next to it that
hosted the swimming competi-
tion.

If that’s any indication, Ban-
nister said the new stadium at
the Queen Elizabeth Sports
Center, which will sit in
between the current Thomas
A. Robinson Track and Field
(which will become a practice
track) and the Betty Kelly Ken-
ning Aquatic Center, will defi-
nitely be the envy of the
Caribbean.

“This is the biggest stadium
that the Chinese are building
outside of China,” Bannister
said. 

“They are committed to get-
ting it done. They are a very
dedicated and hardworking
people and I’m sure that there’s
some lessons there that we can
all learn.”

A number of government
ministers, headed by Deputy
Prime Minister Brent Symon-
ette and including Robinson,
watched as Wu unveiled the
cornerstone for the stadium.

Wu also presented a relica
of the national stadium to
Symonette during the brief cer-
emony.
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Minister: ‘The Chinese
are going incredibly fast’

LEGENDARY Thomas A. Robinson, whom the new national stadium will be named after, is congratulated by Wu
Bangguo, the Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of
China.

CHINESE STAFF pose with WU Bangguo.

CHINESE WORKERS at the sports centre lineo wait for the arrival of
WU Bangguo on Saturday.
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Bannister hails
efficiency of 
the company 

working on new
national stadium
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WITH the regular season
winding down, teams are now
jockeying for playoff positions
in the New Providence Softball
Association.

Saturday night at the Baillou
Hills Sporting Complex, a triple
header was played with some
playoff implications as both the
ladies and men’s defending
champions stayed in the hunt.

Brackettes 13, Lady Sharks
9: In a rematch of last year’s
finals, the defending champi-
ons Sigma Brackettes out-
slugged runners-up Proper
Care Pool Lady Stingrays 13-
9.

Brackettes’ veteran Ernes-
tine Butler-Stubbs got the bet-
ter of the pitching dual with
youthful Thela Johnson of
Proper Care Pool as the Brack-
ettes pushed their third place
record to 8-5. The Lqdy Sharks
fell to 10-5 to remain in second
behind idled front-running
Pineapple Air Wildcats, who
are 12-2.

Vandette Smith sparked Sig-
ma’s offensive attack with a 2-
for-5 night with two runs batted
in and scoring three times. Zel-
la Symonette was just as
impressive with a 3-for-5 out-
ting, driving in a pair of runs
and scoring as many.

Antonia Simmons helped out
by going 2-for-3 with a RBI,
scoring twice and Cassie Smith
was also 2-for3 with a pair of
runs scored.

For Proper Care Pool,
Keisha Pratt went 2-for-4 with a
RBI and a run scored; Shanelle
Symonette was 2-for-4 with two
RBI and Cleo Symonette went
1-for-3 with a RBI, scoring
twice.

Truckers 12, New Breed 0:
The defending men’s champi-
ons Commodo Security Truck-
ers stayed close to the Pricewa-
terhouse Stingrays in third
place as they blanked the rook-
ie New Breed 12-0.

Anton Gibson fired a one-
hitter for the win for the Truck-
ers, who improved to 11-5, 1
1/2 game behind idled Price-
waterhouse Stingrays, who are
14-3 as they both trail front run-
ning Dorcey Park Boyz, who
are 16-1.

Darren Mortimer enjoyed a
2-for-3 night at the plate with
two runs batted in, scoring
twice to lead a balanced offen-
sive attack. Richard Bastian
was 2-for-3 with three RBI,
scoring a run on a solo in-the-
park home run in the bottom
of the second.

Tommy ‘Bucker T’ Ferguson
was 2-for-3 with a RBI, scoring
twice; Martin Burrows Jr. was a
perfect 2-for-2 with two RBIs
and three runs scored, including
hitting a two-run homer in the
fourth and Julian Taylor was
also a perfect 2-for-2 with two
runs.

For Young Breed, who
slipped into a two-way tie for
fifth at 6-10 with the idled Roy-
al Bahamas Defense Force
Commodores, Roberto Larri-
more had the lone hit on a sin-
gle in the third.

Outlaws 11, Hitmen 7: The
Roscoe Thompson Heavy
Equipment gained some
ground with their big victory
over Robin Hood and the loss
to their little brother team New
Breed.

Roscoe Thompson secured

the win on the mound over
C a r d i n a l
Gilbert and he got all the help
he needed offensively to join
New Breed in a two-way tie for
fifth at 6-10.

Bruce Mackey went 2-for-4
with five RBI and a run scored.
He had a two-run double and a
three-run triple. Juliano
Thompson was 2-for-4 with two
RBI and a run scored and Kedo
Johnson was 1-for-2 with three
runs. Shavargo Archer was 2-
for-4 with two runs scored.
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Teams jockeying 
for playoff positions

round to maintain his posi-
tion.

Sands, who celebrated his
28th birthday when he com-
peted in the qualifying round
of the World’s in Berlin, Ger-
many last month, just missed
out on the bronze medal
when Cuban Alexis Copello
passed him in the last round.

Sands is the bronze medal-
ist from the Olympic Games
in Beijing, China last year.

Girat, who was fifth in
Berlin, took second place with
his best mark of 16.67 or 54-8
1/4 on his first attempt. Mom-
chil Karailiev of Bulgeria was
third with 16.61 or 54-6.

Sands will now join sprint-
ers Debbie Ferguson-McKen-
zie and Chandra Sturrup
along with quarter-miler Chris
‘Fireman’ Brown in the
IAAF/VTB Bank World Ath-
letics Final this weekend in
Thessaloniki, Greece.

Ranked
Sands is the second ranked

competitor in the triple jump
behind Girat. Sturrup and
Ferguson-McKenzie are No.4
and 5 respectively in the
women’s 100 with Ferguson-
McKenzie topping the list in
the 200. Brown is No.2 in the
men’s 400. Also at the meet
yesterday, Shamar Sands had
to settle for a sixth place finish
in the men’s 110 hurdles in
13.65 seconds.

Jamaca got a 1-2 sweep
from Dwight Thomas (13.36)
and Maurice Wignall (13.48). 

Spain’s Jackson Quinonez
was third in 13.49. 

Shamar Sands, 24, got
fourth in his heat of the semi-
final and didn’t advance to
the final in Berlin. 

While Leevan Sands has
qualified for the World Ath-
letic Final, Shamar Sands has
not. Only the top eight
atheltes will compete and
Sands is sitting in the 12th
spot.

Leevan 
‘Superman’ 

Sands is back
FROM page 11

NEW PROVIDENCE SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION

CURRENT SOFTBALL STANDINGS
AFTER the New Providence Softball Associa-

tion’s triple header on Saturday night at the Bail-
lou Hills Sporting Complex, here’s a look at the
current standings going into Tuesday night’s
double header:

Ladies Division
Teams W L Pct. GB
Pineapple Air Wildscats 12 2 .857 - 
Proper Care Pool Lady Sharks 10 5 .666 21/2
Sigma Brackettes 8 5 .615 31/2
Boomer G Lady Swingers 3 11 .214 9
Queen’s 1 12 .076 101/2
Men’s Division
Dorcey Park Boyz 16 1 .941 - 

Pricewaterhouse Stingrays 14 3 .823 2
Commando Truckers 11 5 .687 41/2
Robin Hood Hitmen 9 7 .5621/2 61/2
Young Breed 6 10 .375 91/2
RBDF Commodores 6 10 .375 91/2
Thompson Heavy Equipment Outlaws 7 11

.388 91/2
Morgan’s Buccaneers 4 14 .222 121/2
Mighty Mits 3 15 .166 131/2
Tuesday’s schedule
7 pm Commando Truckers Morgan’s 
Bucanneers (M).
8:30 pm Pricewaterhouse Stingrays vs
Robin Hood Hitmen (M).

PHOTOS: Felipé Major/Tribune staff

SIGMA BRACKETTES’ Mynez Cargill makes the play at the plate to get Proper Care Pool Lady Sharks’ Varnette Nairn
out at first base.

SIGMA BRACKETTES’ Thelma Johnson goes to work as she delivers a pitch
to the Sigma Brackettes.

PROPER CARE POOL LADY SHARKS’ batter Varnetta Nairn squares off to put
down the bunt. 

SIGMA BRACKETTES’ Renee ‘Sunshine’ Davis tries to catch the ball before
Proper Care Pool Lady Sharks’ Thela Johnson reaches first base.

PROPER
CARE POOL
LADY
SHARKS’
batter
Varnette
Nairn
avoided
getting hit
by a pitch
caught by
Sigma
Brackettes’
catcher
Cassie
Smith. 

ERNESTINE BUTLER-STUBBS in action on the mound.

            



EDDIE PELLS,
AP National Writer
NEW YORK 

Rafael Nadal encountered
as much trouble from his own
body as his opponent in a
third-round victory at the U.S.
Open.

The third-seeded Nadal,
who missed Wimbledon with
sore knees, needed a 10-
minute injury break for a
trainer to work on his abdom-
inals early in the third set of
his 7-5, 6-4, 6-4 victory over
No. 32 Nicolas Almagro on
Sunday.

The stomach injury first
cropped up for Nadal last
month at a tournament in
Cincinnati.

While Nadal laid on the
ground to receive treatment,
Almagro was laying down to
get work done on his back.

The Spaniards popped back
up and Nadal finished the
work, staying in the hunt to
complete his career Grand
Slam, though it has yet to be
seen what kind of toll this
match took on him.

"I feel it a little bit now, but
I'll try my best to recover for
the next match," said Nadal,
who has insisted all week that
he's been feeling fine. "I'm
here to work hard and try my
best all the time."

In other early action Sun-
day, 11th-seeded Fernando
Gonzalez defeated 17th-seed-
ed Tomas Berdych, 7-5, 6-4, 6-
4, and No. 9 Gilles Simon of
France retired because of a
knee injury while trailing No.
24 Juan Carlos Ferrero 1-6,
6-4, 7-6 (5), 1-0.

"Sometimes, I don't know
why, I just feel a big pain,"
said Simon, who added that
he's had problems with the
knee since the French Open
in May.

In the other early women's
match, No. 18 Li Na of China
ousted No. 26 Francesca Schi-

avone of Italy, 6-2, 6-3.
No. 3 Venus Williams had

an afternoon match against
unseeded Kim Clijsters, who
is facing, by far, the toughest

match in her first appearance
at the U.S. Open since she
won it in 2005.

Also later, No. 2 Andy
Murray was scheduled to play

195th-ranked Taylor Dent of
Newport Beach, Calif., who
has won two rounds in his
inspirational comeback from
back surgery.
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RAFAEL NADAL of Spain has his abdomen taped by a trainer during a break in his match against Nico-
las Almagro of Spain in the third round of the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York, yesterday.

RAFAEL NADAL, of Spain, returns to Nicolas Almagro, also of
Spain, during the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York,
Sunday, Sept. 6, 2009.

Serena Williams, of the United States, returns to
Daniela Hantuchova, of Slovakia.

US OPEN TENNIS

Pain in the ... belly, but
Nadal moves on anyway 
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Serena powers into quarterfinals
NEW YORK 

Defending champion Serena
Williams has powered her way into
the U.S. Open quarterfinals, winning
the last 10 games to beat No. 22-seed-
ed Daniela Hantuchova 6-2, 6-0.

Williams finished with eight aces
and a 27-9 advantage in winners in
Sunday's first match in Arthur Ashe
Stadium. 

No. 1 Dinara Safina was upset Sat-
urday night, meaning No. 2 Williams is
the highest-ranked woman left in the
field. Safina will remain atop the rank-
ings, though, even if Williams were to
win a second consecutive U.S. Open
title and fourth overall.

Williams has reached the quarterfi-
nals at 11 of the past 12 major tourna-
ments and won the title at three of the
past four.

US OPEN RESULTS

AUSTRALIA'S BRETT LEE, right, celebrates after claiming the wick-
et of England's Paul Collingwood during the second one day inter-
national cricket match at Lord's cricket ground, London, Sunday
Sept. 6, 2009.

CRICKET: ENGLAND vs AUSTRALIA, NATWEST SERIES 

England fell further behind in the NatWest Series after failing to
overhaul a moderate Australia total for the second time in three
days. Andrew Strauss' team lost by 39 runs to go 2-0 down in the
seven-match campaign, having lost their way badly in pursuit of 250
at Lord's, following the last-ball decider on Friday evening. The
Ashes winners appeared on course to the level the series when they
entered the 15th over on 74 without loss but a cluster of wickets,
which mirrored a similar pattern at the same stage of Australia's
innings, altered the outlook. Shane Watson's introduction was
more in desperation than inspiration given that he was the sixth
bowler employed inside the first two sets of powerplays.

But his dismissal of Ravi Bopara, who fatally ambled across
his stumps to be plumb lbw, halted the momentum built up against
the new ball.

Strauss and opening partner Ravi Bopara had England cruising
towards victory at Lord's before losing four wickets for 23 runs and
eventually getting bowled out for 210.

"Having been 70-odd for none we were in a great position to
come home comfortably but we were the architects of our own
downfall to an extent," Strauss said after the 39-run defeat.
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Second defeat for England

SOUTH AFRICA'S Victor Matfield, right, and Australia's James
Horwill jump in the lineout during the Tri-Nations rugby match in
Brisbane, Australia, Saturday Sept. 5, 2009. Satisfied Australia
coach Robbie Deans praised the patience and tenacity shown by
his players after their impressive 21-6 win over South Africa in
Brisbane.The Springboks sit well clear at the top of the table on
17 points ahead of the Kiwis on eight, with the Wallabies a further
point back with one match remaining against New Zealand in
Wellington in a fortnight.

Australia beat South Africa 21-6
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Brazil qualified for its 19th
consecutive World Cup, leav-
ing Argentina to join Portugal
and France with difficult paths
to reach next year’s tourna-
ment, according to Associated
Press.

Defending World Cup cham-
pion Italy and European cham-
pion Spain maintained their
leads in Europe, while England
and Germany won exhibition
games ahead of qualifiers on
Wednesday. And in Africa,
Cameroon boosted itself with
its first victory in the final round
of qualifying. The United States
came from behind at home for
the second straight qualifier,
defeating El Salvador 2-1 to
move up one spot into second
place in North and Central
America and the Caribbean.

Luisao put Brazil ahead in
the 24th minute at Rosario,
Argentina, and Luis Fabiano
scored in the 30th and 67th.
Jesus Datolo got a goal in the
65th for Argentina, which will
face pressure to remove coach
Diego Maradona. Brazil (8-1-
6) leads South American qual-
ifying with 30 points, three
ahead of Chile and Paraguay
(both 8-4-3) and eight in front
of Argentina (6-5-4) with three
matches remaining.

The top four teams advance
to next year’s tournament,
while the No. 5 nation goes to a
playoff against the No. 4 nation
in North and Central America
and the Caribbean. 

Brazil became the seventh
nation to join host South Africa
in next year’s 32-nation field,
following Australia, Japan, the
Netherlands, North Korea and
South Korea and the Nether-
lands. Argentina lost a home
qualifier for the first time since
a 5-0 defeat to Colombia in
1993. Cristiano Ronaldo is in
danger of missing the World
Cup after Portugal needed a
last-minute goal by Liedson for
a 1-1 tie against Denmark.
Nicklas Bendtner gave the
Danes the lead in the 41st
minute. Denmark (5-0-2) leads
Group One with 17 points, four
ahead of Hungary (4-2-1),
which lost 2-1 at home to Swe-
den when Zlatan Ibrahimovic
scored in injury time. Sweden
(3-1-3) is third with 12 points,
and Portugal (2-1-4) has 10
heading into Wednesday’s
game at Hungary. 

Brazil qualifies
for World Cup;
France struggles 

World Cup

MEN
Juan Carlos Ferrero (24), Spain, def. Gilles Simon (9), France, 1-

6, 6-4, 7-6 (5), 1-0, retired.
Fernando Gonzalez (11), Chile, def. Tomas Berdych (17), Czech

Republic, 7-5, 6-4, 6-4.
Rafael Nadal (3), Spain, def. Nicolas Almagro (32), Spain, 7-5, 6-

4, 6-4.
Women
FOURTH ROUND
Serena Williams (2), United States, def. Daniela Hantuchova

(22), Slovakia, 6-0, 6-2.
Li Na (18), China, def. Francesca Schiavone (26), Italy, 6-2, 6-3.
DOUBLES
MEN
THIRD ROUND
Ivan Ljubicic, Croatia, and Michael Llodra, France, def. Juan

Ignacio Chela, Argentina, and Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, 7-5, 2-6, 6-
3.

WOMEN
THIRD ROUND
Maria Kirilenko and Elena Vesnina (10), Russia, def. Alexa Glatch

and Carly Gullickson, United States, 7-6 (3), 6-2.
Alisa Kleybanova and Ekaterina Makarova (13), Russia, def.

Anabel Medina Garrigues and Virginia Ruano Pascual (2), Spain, 7-
6 (3), 6-3.

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States, and Nadia Petrova (8), Rus-
sia, def. Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and Patty Schnyder (9),
Switzerland, 6-7 (6), 3-6, 6-3.

Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Liezel Huber (1), United States, def.
Olga Govortsova, Belarus, and Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, 6-4, 5-7,
6-1

               



LOS ANGELES

WITH the massive wildfire
burning north of Los Angeles
more than half contained, hand
crews were working Sunday to
keep the fire's eastern flank from
crossing a rural mountain high-
way, a U.S. Forest Service
spokeswoman said, according to
Associated Press.

The fire, which started Aug.
26, has killed two firefighters,
blackened nearly 246 square
miles of the Angeles National
Forest and destroyed at least 76
homes. Fire agencies so far have
spent $43.5 million fighting the
blaze.

Authorities on Sunday were

trying to determine who set the
deadly fire.

At least a dozen investigators
were working to analyze clues
found at a burnt hillside near
Angeles Crest Highway where
the fire started. But officials, who
say the cause of the fire was
arson, were hesitant to release
any of their findings to the
media.

The fire was 51 percent con-
tained Sunday as crews built new
protective lines near Highway 39
in the San Gabriel Wilderness,
U.S. Forest Service spokes-
woman Jennifer Sanchez said.

No homes were immediately
threatened.

The weekend weather fore-

cast called for cooler tempera-
tures and slightly higher humid-
ity that could help firefighters
further surround the blaze.
Because of the reduced heat,
about 400 firefighters assigned
to protect structures were dis-
missed Saturday. About 4,800
firefighters remained.

Los Angeles County firefight-
ers Tedmund Hall and Arnaldo
Quinones were killed Aug. 30
while seeking an escape route

for their inmate fire crew after
flames overran their camp on
Mount Gleason. The two died
when their truck plunged 800
feet off a steep mountain road.

Sheriff's detectives opened a
homicide investigation after the
fire was ruled arson earlier this
week, and Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger has offered
$100,000 for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of
the culprit.
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Dunkin’ time
ALL THE time

Customer Loyalty Card

Use the Card... Earn Free Dunkin’
It’s all about the rewards. It’s all about you. It’s the best of 

Dunkin’ for our very best customers. Activate your Dunkin’ 
Donuts Customer Loyalty Card at www.dunkinbahamas.com,
then use it at participating locations and start earning rewards.

EARN DOUBLE POINTS WHEN YOU USE YOUR
CARD FROM SEPT���ST�- SEPT����TH� ����

• EARN���POINT�FOR�EVERY����SPENT

Redeem your points at participating Dunkin’ Bahamas locations.

Visit www.Dunkinbahamas.com
to learn more, review the program and 
conditions, and activate your Dunkin’ 
Donuts Customer Loyalty Card.

Crews work to hold California wildfire's eastern edge A CLOUD of
vapor and
smoke is seen
from Victory
Park near
Pasadena, as
the Station Fire
continues to
burn on the East
side of the the
Angeles Nation-
al Forest.

Damian
Dovarganes/AP

 



Bahamian firm allies
with Caribbean player
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The information contained is from a third
party and The Tribune can not be held
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from the daily report.
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For thirty (30) days only, dont miss out on the opportunity to make this 3
bed, 3.5 bath 3rd floor end unit condo yours. Offered at a reduced price of
$2,777,777, home owners will enjoy majestic views of Nassau Harbour and
the golf course from every room. Boasting approximately 3000 SF of living
space, this spectacular property redefines luxury and elegance. Profession-
ally furnished and decorated with top of the line finishes, attention to detail
is accentuated throughout. Owners also enjoy private gardens, pools, gym
facilities, private on-site marina, 24-hr. security, underground parking, ac-
cess to dining and spas and all resort amenities of Atlantis and the
One&Only Ocean Club. Offered exclusively by Mario Carey Realty.

IItt’’ss aabboouutt yyoouu...... LLeett’’ss ttaallkk..

Tel: 242-677-TALK (8255) Fax: 242-677-8256 Cell: 242-357-7013
mario@mariocareyrealty.com www.mariocareyrealty.com
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Exceptional Properties Demand Exceptional Representation!

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Th e
Bahamas
s h o u l d
target a

30 per cent reduc-
tion in energy usage
by public buildings
by 2010, and
attempt to reduce
New Providence
commute times by
20 per cent by next
year, the National
Energy Policy Committee’s first
report has urged, a government min-
ister telling Tribune Business that
developing an energy policy was
“critical” for this nation’s economic
and environmental sustainability.

Phenton Neymour, minister of
state for the environment, told Tri-
bune Business that while some target
dates in the committee’s first report
were likely to be adjusted, since the
document was drafted in 2008, the
Government still intended to pro-
duce a National Energy Policy

(NEP) document “at the end of the
day”.

Although unable to give a target
deadline for the policy’s completion
and publication, due to the fact that
the Government wanted to “max-
imise input” from the Bahamian
public and other stakeholders, Mr
Neymour reiterated that the Ingra-
ham administration saw it as criti-
cal in guiding efforts to reduce this
nation’s energy spend and environ-
mental/carbon footprint.

“In my view, it’s critical,” Mr Ney-
mour said of the need for a Bahami-
an National Energy Policy. “For
instance,  if you look at BEC alone,
BEC’s fuel bill for its last Budget
year was $376 million. That sum
demonstrates the magnitude of gov-
ernment spending for consumption
of petroleum products and energy.
We’re trying to minimise it. It affects
significantly our foreign exchange
reserves and our foreign spending.”

Apart from the economics, Mr

Neymour said that addressing
Bahamian consumption of petrole-
um products, and the almost-total
dependence on fossil fuels for elec-
trical generation, had important
implications for the environment -
especially given this nation’s vul-
nerability to rising sea levels and cli-
mate change.

“The Bahamas is considered one
of the top five countries that are neg-
atively impacted by climate change,”
the minister added, explaining that

the work being done by the Nation-
al Energy Policy Committee in this
area was “critical” to this nation.

“It’s a life and death matter for
the Bahamas moving forward. It’s a
critical issue,” Mr Neymour said of
climate change and global warming,
and the role played by energy con-
sumption patterns.

“It’s not taken root with the pub-
lic as it should. We generally look at
energy usage when we get our elec-
tricity bills, but I think Bahamians
should be more concerned with the
environmental impact of an energy
policy.”

Figures produced recently showed
that the Bahamas’ per capita carbon
dioxide emissions, resulting from
fossil fuel consumption, had
increased by 40 per cent since 1996.
Emissions per capita now stood at
16.48, with the amount of carbon
dioxide emitted by this nation, as
measured in millions of tonnes, hav-
ing increased from 2.2 million in
1992 to 3.5 million in 2000 and 5 mil-
lion in 2006.

30% public building
energy drop target

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE ‘wealth gap’ between
rich and poor in the Bahamas
is likely to widen as a result of
the current recession, a for-
mer finance minister has told
Tribune Business, with he and
others believing this nation is
undergoing a “major struc-
tural change” and could face a
relatively ‘jobless’ recovery.

James Smith, CFAL’s

Gap between rich, poor to widen

* National Energy Policy formulation still ‘critical’ for 
government, as BEC’s last annual bill reaches $376m

* Bahamas among world’s five most vulnerable nations to climate change, 
but public not recognising fossil fuel use’s impact on ‘life and death matter’

* Committee’s first report sets short-term targets of 10-20% public 
transport use increase, and 20% commute reduction time by 2010

* Renewable energy should be 10-20% of energy supply mix within 10 years, 
report says, with 20-30% of households using solar water heaterNEYMOUR

SSEEEE ppaaggee 44BB

By CHESTER ROBARDS
Business Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

A PAN-CARIBBEAN project management
and property development consultancy is plan-
ning an alliance with a Bahamian company
offering much  the same services, in a bid to
give them increased scale and an ability to bet-
ter compete in bidding for major construction
and engineering projects.

An executive with Construction Cost Engi-
neering (Bahamas), David  Lavin, told Tri-
bune Business that their association with
BCQS International will allow them to expand

SSEEEE ppaaggee 55BB

‘Enormous social implications’ if 
pressing amendments not enacted

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

SUCCESSIVE governments have failed for
more than 15 years to implement long-sug-
gested reforms vital to the National Insurance
Board’s (NIB) long-term sustainability, two
investment advisers have told Tribune Busi-
ness, adding that the Bahamas faced “enor-
mous social implications” if amendments were
not enacted soon.

Governments delay
critical NIB reforms

By CHESTER ROBARDS
Business Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

THE GOVERNMENT
has been moving slowly in
drafting a new Heads of
Agreement for the Bahamas
Film Studios because it wants
to determine whether its cur-
rent chairman and owner,
who has threatened to close
the project down, is a man it
wants to do business with, the
Permanent Secretary in the
Prime Minister’s Office told
Tribune Business.

David Davis said the Gov-

ernment has been attempting
to draft a new Heads of
Agreement for the Grand
Bahama-based development
for some time, ever since
Nashville-based investment
banker, Ross Fuller, took con-
trol.

Mr Davis said the lease of

Government assesses
Film Studios principal

SSEEEE ppaaggee 1100BB

Determining whether to do
business with him, as Heads
redrafting ongoing amid
threats of closure

SSEEEE ppaaggee 1111BB

SSEEEE ppaaggee 88BB

* Bahamas facing prospect of
‘jobless recovery’ and major
structural changes that will be
permanent, with prolonged 
high unemployment likely

* ‘Painful days’ ahead, with next
five years ‘unlike previous five 
to 10 years of prosperity’

* Bahamian businesses urged to
restructure now and do more
with less, as demand and sales
likely to be in retreat 
for some time
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B R I T I S H A M E R I C A N F I N A N C I A L 
C O N G R A T U L A T E S O U R 

www.babfinancial.com242-461-1000
Freeport 242-352-7209 Exuma 242-336-3035 Abaco 242-367-5601

We provide 
Financial Solutions for Life!

Agent of the MonthAwardees

Agent of the Month – March
Blue Hills Branch

Agent of the Month – April
Palmdale Branch

Agent of the Month – May
Blue Hills Branch

Agent of the Month – June
Carmichael Branch

Janet Hanna Marvin Wood

Carolie Wilson Lilieth Knowles

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

BAHAMAS First General
Insurance Company saw its
net income for 2008 slump by
some 86.4 per cent to $1.656
million, largely due to an
almost $12 million swing into
the red on the unrealised loss-
es suffered on its equity
investment portfolio, a devel-
opment that negated an
underwriting performance
improvement.

The insurance carrier,
which has now published its
results separate from those of
its parent, Bahamas First
Holdings, which enjoyed net

income of $3.465 million for
the 12 months to December
31, 2008, saw its own figures
drop from a $12.209 million
profit in 2007 to just $1.656
million. 

Figures
The figures also show that

the carrier contributed just
47.8 per cent of its parent’s
net 2008 profit, Bahamas First
Holdings’ figures also includ-
ing, for example, the perfor-
mance of its various fully-
owned agencies.

Due to the vast swing in the
value of its Commonwealth
Bank holdings, Bahamas First
Insurance Company saw the
value of its unrealised invest-
ments move from an $8.959
million gain to a $2.922 mil-
lion loss in 2008, the main fac-
tor behind the substantial
drop in net income.

The insurance carrier also
saw outgoing management
fees increase from $956,699
to $2.06 million, a rise of more

than $1 million.
These developments more

than negated a 39.9 per cent
increase in net underwriting
income for the year, which
expanded from $6.106 million
in 2007 to $8.541 million in
2008.

While Bahamas First Insur-
ance Company saw a modest
$1 million decline in gross
written premiums to $103.096
million, a $3 million reversal
on movement in unearned
premiums, coupled with a $2
million increase in commis-
sions earned from reinsurers,
propelled the firm’s total
underwriting income to
$54.759 million, compared to
$51.566 million.

This more than compensat-
ed for a $1.4 million increase
in net claims incurred to
$8.592 million, compared to
$7.159 million the previous
year. Total underwriting
expenses remained relatively
flat at $46.218 million, com-
pared to $45.46 million in
2007.

Insurer’s
income

declines by
86.4 per cent

Bahamas First suffers $11.8m
swing on investment portfolio,
and contributes less than 50% 

of parent’s 2008 profits

INSIGHT
For the stories

behind the news,
read Insight
on Mondays

          



By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

TOTAL non-performing
loans made by Bahamian
banks to the private sector
breached the $500 million
mark in July 2009, a Central
Bank of the Bahamas report
has revealed, with the increas-
ing strain the recession is
placing on businesses and
households exposed by the
fact that the only consumer
lending category showing
growth is debt consolidation -
an almost-$38 million increase
since the New Year.

The Central Bank, in its lat-
est monthly economic and
financial developments report
for July, showed a combina-
tion of slumping credit
demand and defaults on exist-
ing loans, as the contracting
economy and rising unem-
ployment continue to exact a
toll, with $902.5 million com-
mercial bank loans now in
arrears.

A further $64.7 million
worth of loans fell into arrears
during July 2009, marking a
7.7 per cent increase in the
number that were past due.
Total loans in arrears, in rela-
tion to the total number of
loans outstanding, increased
by 0.8 per cent to 14.5 per
cent.

Non-performing loans,
those which are more than 90
days past due and regarded
as more critical by the com-
mercial banks, as they have
stopped accruing interest,
rose by $31.3 million or 6.7
per cent in July. Non-per-
forming loans now account
for 8.1 per cent of all loans
issued by the Bahamian com-
mercial banking system.

Meanwhile, loans in the
delinquent category - that is,
31-90 days past due, also
increased by $33.4 million in
July to $401.4 million, taking

those loans to 6.5 per cent of
all credit issued to the private
sector by commercial banks. 

The Central Bank said the
July arrears increase was gen-
erated by a $30 million, or 8.2
per cent, hike in mortgage
delinquencies to $396.1 mil-
lion, while commercial loans
in default grew by $28.5 mil-
lion or 14.5 per cent to $224.4
million - likely putting this
over 20 per cent, meaning
that more than one in every
five business loans is in
default.

Consumer loans in arrears
increased by$6.3 million, or
2.3 per cent, to $282 million.

Meanwhile, the Central
Bank said a breakdown of
consumer lending during the
first six to seven months of
2009 “revealed continued
strains in the credit market,
as the majority of the loan
categories contracted, amid
elevated levels of arrears.

Credit card and private
vehicle lending showed year-
over-year declines of $15.8

million and $15.4 million
respectively, along with
reductions in travel and home
improvement loan growth of
$9.1 million and $5.1 million
respectively. Contractions of
less than $5 million were seen
in most other lending cate-
gories.

But the Central Bank
added: “Accretions to debt
consolidation loans - loans
which have been rewritten -
rose to $37.9 million, slightly
higher than the previous
year’s expansion.”

Not surprisingly, the Cen-
tral Bank repeated that the
outlook was bleak, with eco-
nomic recovery not anticipat-
ed until the 2010 second half.
Tourism stopover arrivals and
hotel occupancies were pro-
jected to remain weak, along
with foreign direct investment
inflows and construction.

Although public sector
works programmes were
designed to provide a “mod-
est offset” to rising unem-
ployment, the Government’s

fiscal deficit and debt-to-GDP
ratios were still heading
south, and while reduced
import demand was aiding
the current account and for-
eign exchange reserves lev-
els, there was likely to be
some impact in the next few
months as businesses drew
down foreign currency to
replenish inventory levels.

The Government’s fiscal
deficit expanded by $139.2
million to $219 million for the
first 11 months of its 2008-
2009 fiscal year, with revenue
collections down by 6.1 per
cent year-over-year at $1.201
billion. Tax revenues were off
25.5 per cent, with taxes on
imports down 13 per cent,
stamp taxes down 22.8 per
cent, departure taxes show-
ing a 15.6 per cent decline,
and motor vehicle taxes drop-
ping 3.8 per cent.

Total spending by govern-
ment, driven by a 5.3 per cent
rise in recurrent outlays,
increased by 4.5 per cent to
$1.42 billion.
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LYFORD CAY, E.P. TAYLOR DR.
Cottage Lot With Private Beach

FOR SALE
Great investment opportunity in a safe environment.

Best price ever on E. P. Taylor Drive!
Exclusively offered by Mario Carey Realty at US:$1.5 million

Web Listing # 8377
Mario A. Carey, CRS, CIPS, CLHMS
President & CEO

www.mariocareyrealty.com

Tel:242-677-825 Cell: 357-7013
info@mariocareyrealty.com

MCR
Mario Carey Realty
It’s about you... Let’s talk.

Vacation in Paradise.
Only $69*

per person double occupancy.
Minimum 2-night stay. Bahamas residents only.

Full use of all  Atlantis facilities. Plus:

Limited-time offer! Reserve today !

BSP Job #: CTS-9-N003    JM# 8634    Client:  Comfort Suites    Description:  Stay In Paradise 1/4 pg    Bleed: non 
Color:  1C Black       Specs: PDFX1A      Mech #3      Date: 2/25/2009      Time: 1:30       Mech Person: GU
Dimensions: 5.75in x 10.5 in    Issue: Nassau Tribune 3/2/2009    Closing: 2/26/09 

*$69 per person double occupancy per night Sun. – Wed. Add $20 pp for Thurs. – Sat. Maximum 
four persons per room. Rates effective through December 15. Additional fees apply for mandatory 
taxes, mandatory housekeeping gratuities and utility service fees. Rates quoted are based on 
standard room category and are subject to availability. Cancellations must be received 48 hours 
prior to arrival or a one night penalty will apply.
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Non-performing loans
breach $500m threshold

To advertise, call 502-2371

‘Continued strains in the credit market’, with only loan category
showing 2009 growth debt consolidation - at almost $38m

        



Mr Neymour said several
government agencies and
departments had already
moved to enhance energy effi-

ciency and consumption, cit-
ing the Water & Sewerage
Corporation’s decision to pro-
vide energy-efficient pumps
in its products.

The opportunities the
Bahamas has missed to date

to become a renewable ener-
gy leader, and reduce its fossil
fuel consumption and associ-
ated energy costs, were graph-
ically illustrated by two exam-
ples cited in the National
Energy Policy Committee’s

report.
The report said: “The pro-

motion of solar water heating
systems in Barbados has been
successful due to an innova-
tive combination of circum-
stances, policy interventions,
tax incentives and awareness
raising efforts on the potential
benefits of solar water heaters
to the economy.

“The solar water heating
industry in Barbados is esti-
mated to have saved about
130,000 barrels of oil annual-
ly. Currently, about 35,000
solar water heaters are
installed in homes, commer-
cial establishments and hotels,
saving about $16 million
(assuming electricity usage at
normal rates to heat the
water) and about 65 million
kWh annually, with a ratepay-
er value of $12.5 million.”

The Bahamas, according to
the report, consumes about
26,000 barrels of imported
petroleum products per day
to meet its energy needs. 

A further example was
highlighted by Germany’s
feed-in tariff system that has
“proven effective in fostering
the rapid and sustained

growth in renewable energy
penetration in its national
energy mix”.

The National Energy Policy
Committee Report added: “In
addition to the creation of
214,000 jobs, German
achievements include, since
the start, ion 2006, the avoid-
ance of 97 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide emissions,
penetration of an 11.8 per
cent share of total gross elec-
tricity consumption from
renewable energy sources,
and creation of a 5.3 per cent
share of total primary energy
consumption from renewable
energy. These achievements
were realised at a cost of
approximately $6.50 per
household per month.”

Both examples illustrate the
difference between what is
and what could be in the
Bahamas as regards renew-
able energy, the committee’s
report stating that this nation
had “potential for diverse
renewable energy sources”,
including biomass, ocean,
solar and wind.

Embracing and expanding
the Bahamas’ involvement in
renewable energies, the

report added, held the poten-
tial to create new employment
opportunities in industries
related “to assessing energy
usage and improving efficien-
cy” in all types of building;
production, maintenance and
sale of energy from renew-
able sources, and the expor-
tation of technology and
knowledge to other countries;
and jobs from “retrofitting
buildings and facilities with
more energy efficient tech-
nologies, cooling and heating
systems”.

The National Energy Policy
Committee’s report suggested
a series of short, medium and
long-term targets for the
Bahamas to aim at. Advocat-
ing an integrated traffic man-
agement system and public
transport system, the com-
mittee urged targeting a 10-
20 per cent increase in use of
public transport by next year,
with energy efficient lighting
systems for public spaces sup-
ported by traffic management.

Other short-term goals,
which the committee suggest-
ed by achieved over a one to
five-year period, were the
phase-out of all incandescent
light bulbs and their replace-
ment by energy-efficient flu-
orescent ones by 2010.

Over the medium-term,
five to 10 years, the National
Energy Policy Committee rec-
ommended increasing renew-
able energy sources’ penetra-
tion of the Bahamas’ energy
mix to 10-20 per cent of sup-
plies.

It suggested deploying
renewable energy technolo-
gies in small Bahamian com-
munities, and producing 50
per cent of their power needs
from these sources, plus
improving fuel efficiency to
30-35 miles per gallon for 70
per cent of licensed vehicles
through the use of tax incen-
tives to encourage the impor-
tation of more fuel-efficient
cars.

The committee also urged
targeting 20-30 per cent of all
Bahamian households switch-
ing to solar water heaters
within 10 years and, from that
time on, all new water heater
installations to involve solar
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Bahamian
firm allies

with
Caribbean

player

the scope of their projects
to countries outside the
Bahamas - mainly in the
Caribbean region.

BCQS, which is involved
with major resort projects
throughout the Caribbean,
operates offices in Barba-
dos, the British Virgin
Islands,  Cayman Islands,
St. Lucia and the Truks and
Caicos.

"Both companies’ core
businesses focus in the area
of project management,
quantity surveying and
property development con-
sultancy, whilst BCQS also
undertakes development
management, appraisal and
real estate investment analy-
sis work, with strong links
to the major lending insti-
tutions throughout the
region," said a Constrcution
Cost Engineering release.

Mr Lavin said the tie-up
will enable the Bahamian
company to offer an
improved strength of ser-
vice, and allow Construction
Cost to specialise across a
larger resource base.

Company
"We are a small company

with a good client list," said
Mr Lavin.

Liam Day, the Cayman-
based managing director of
BCQS, said: “Over the next
several months we will
strategise with CCE and
promote our new alliance,
soas to fully inform our
mutual clientele  of the
opportunities that will arise
because of our new associa-
tion”.

He added: “Both prac-
tices brought together a
combined history of 62
years of operation in the
region, and the association
mirrored the intent of our
corporate tag line ‘Local
Knowledge – Global Expe-
rience’ to the fullest extent.

“Though both firms offer
similar services, Construc-
tion Cost has been pursuing
a pan-Caribbean expansion
and contends the associa-
tion will  provide that
opportunity, as well as allow
BCQS to pursue the devel-
opment of large resort pro-
jects across the wider
Bahamas.

"The ‘marriage’ is one
that both companies have
pursued for quite some
time, and the alliance gives
the association the man-
power and resources to
undertake large scale pro-
jects in the Bahamas and
the  immediate region, and
provides a broader appeal
to a number of financial and
institutional clients.”

Mr Lavin said BCQS had
worked in over 20 countries
in the Caribbean/Atlantic
region, and was the largest
practice of its type in the
region. “Together with our
local knowledge of the
Bahamian market, we feel
going forward that the com-
bined property and devel-
opment advice we can offer
to our clients will be second
to none," he said.

FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11BB

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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Request for Contractors Pre-Qualification
The National Insurance Board (NIB) is seeking to pre-qualify contractors to bid on
works to construct a Government Complex at Marsh Harbour, Abaco; the project is
a joint venture of NIB and The Bahamas Government. Contractors must be in
compliance with the National Insurance Act (social security programme), and in
good standing with the relevant Government agencies.

Pre-qualification documents may be collected from the Security Booth at NIB’s
Clifford Darling Complex, Blue Hill Road, from September 3 to September 9, 2009.

Pre–Qualification documents should be signed, sealed and dropped in the pre-
qualification box at the Security Booth, Clifford Darling Complex on or before 12:00
Noon on September 15, 2009.

The National Insurance Board
of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas

To advertise, call 502-2371



chairman and a former minis-
ter of state for finance, said
the tourism industry, the
Bahamas’ “major engine of
growth”, was unlikely to “go
back to pre-recession levels”
for quite some time which, in
turn, would have negative
implications for prolonged
unemployment levels in the
Bahamas.

He warned that Bahamas-
based hotel properties were
unlikely to need workforces
of pre-fall 2008 levels due to

increased productivity levels
among staff who had retained
their jobs, and also the fact
that much hotel room inven-
tory remained off-line. As a
result, economic recovery in
the Bahamas, much like in the
US, could be relatively ‘job-
less’, as resorts such as
Atlantis, for example, are
unlikely to re-hire the 800
people they laid-off even if
business levels make a full
recovery.

With Bahamian gross
domestic product (GDP)
unlikely to recover to pre-

2008 levels in the short-term,
Mr Smith told Tribune Busi-
ness that this nation would
likely “have to suffer high
unemployment rates” for the
next four to five years.

“It’s going to take a struc-
tural change in the economy”
to reduce that more rapidly,”
Mr Smith told Tribune Busi-
ness, arguing that the
Bahamas needed to “go back
to the drawing board” on its
economic planning in the
medium term and see what
changes could be made.

“There’s a growing gap

between the rich and the
poor, because wealthy people
are still working and taking
advantage of opportunities,”
Mr Smith said. “I can see a
lot of changes taking place
going forward, and not for the
better. The distribution of
income will be more skewed
to the wealthy, and this may
have implications for crime.

“You do not have resources
to give to law enforcement at
a time when they are needed,
because government revenues
are down, and more people
will put more resources into

private security.
“I’m not by nature a pes-

simist, but I can see the next
few years being a challenge
for the Bahamas unless
unforeseen events occur, like
the discovery of oil offshore.”

Bahamian unemployment,
with the national average rate
standing at 14.2 per cent, was
likely to go “a little more”
higher next year,  and then
only come down to around 9-
10 per cent, the former
finance minister predicted.

“We’ve got some painful
days ahead of us,” Mr Smith

added of the Bahamian econ-
omy’s recession and unem-
ployment woes. “It’s becom-
ing structural in nature.”
While praising the Govern-
ment for initiating worker re-
training efforts through the
National Training Pro-
gramme, he expressed con-
cerns that those targeted by
the initiative were being re-
trained for areas likely to suf-
fer further lay-offs.

Mr Smith’s analysis was
backed by Anwer Sunderji,
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Fidelity Bank & Trust Inter-
national’s chairman and chief
executive, who told Tribune
Business: “There’s no doubt
the next five years are going
to be very different from the
last five years, and indeed the
last 10 years of prosperity.”

Mr Sunderji said this was
chiefly because the US con-
sumer, who drove three-quar-
ters of US GDP and 20 per
cent of global economic
growth, based on the US
being responsible for 30 per
cent of global economic
growth, was “simply shopped
out and borrowed out”.

Evidence for this came
from the fact that the US con-
sumer savings rate had
jumped to 7 per cent, mean-
ing Americans were saving
$0.07 out of every $1 they
earned, compared to a nega-
tive -2 per cent savings rate
in recent years. The latter
meant that US consumers
were effectively gorging on
cheaper credit, spending more
than they were earning.

Mr Sunderji said these fig-
ures showed a 7-10 per cent
swing in the US consumer
savings rate, and with Amer-
icans deleveraging and cut-
ting spending at a rapid rate,
they were no longer in a posi-
tion to drive global growth.

On the implications for the
Bahamas, Mr Sunderji said
there would be no economic
recovery here until the US
unemployment rate - expect-
ed to peak at 10.5 per cent in
Spring/Summer next year -
came down and robust eco-
nomic growth restarted.

“The prospect of a jobless
recovery is a very real threat,
and we are likely to see the
economic situation deterio-
rate through to 2010,” Mr
Sunderji warned.

“Whether it’s government
or the private sector, they
need to be re-tooling their
businesses and their compa-
nies so that they can deal with
the new normal, which is low-
er demand for an extended
period of time.”

Context
In the Bahamian context,

Mr Sunderji urged: “There is
no option. We have to
address the structural issues.
The cost structure is out of
line with revenue. We will see
a prolonged reduction in the
top line. It’s not a short-term
issue. It’s longer term. It
depends on US recovery, and
that’s going to be problemat-
ic and anemic.

“We should not expect the
Bahamian economy to come
back strongly, unlike the
recessions we have had
before. We need to address
the structural issues caused
by a lower top line.”

He added: “Bahamian busi-
nesses will be faced with
declining sales revenues, costs
not in line with sales, and
reduced profitability and cash
flow. To remain in business
they will have to adjust some-
thing to ensure they remain
profitable and have a sustain-
able business model.

“Any time you restructure
a business, you have to con-

front some big issues.
Restructuring requires hard
choices. A lot depends on
how well capitalised Bahami-
an businesses were to start
with, and most small busi-
nesses have challenges
because they are not as well-
capitalised and are much
more vulnerable to a drop in
business. Small businesses are
more likely to struggle than
larger businesses, because
larger businesses have scale.”

Describing what was hap-
pening as “a permanent shift”
taking place, the Fidelity head
said: “I think the Bahamian
economy faces some very
strong headwinds, and to deal
with these issues we all need
to be reviewing our business
models. That needs to be
done sooner rather than later.

“There’s no doubt we’re
going to have pressure on
productivity, that needs to be
improved; costs, they need to
be lower; and the Bahamas is
an expensive place to do busi-
ness in.”

Mr Sunderji added that he
did not think Bahamian busi-
nesses could “postpone for
too long” the decision on
whether to confront these
issues. “The silver lining is
becoming more efficient and
more competitive. We will
restructure our businesses so
that when the economy recov-

ers, we will be in much better
shape,” he said.

Brian Moree, attorney and
senior partner at McKinney,
Bancroft & Hughes, said that
while some economic indica-
tors were showing tentative
signs that a recovery may be
underway, and it was possi-
ble the Bahamas may have
reached or passed the bottom,
it may be 18-24 months before
recovery began in earnest.

“My concern is that it could
be a jobless recovery, here
and elsewhere,” he explained.
“We may see the indicators
and the economy recovery,
but some of the jobs may
have been permanently lost.
Some lines of business may
never recover to the same
extent we had them before,
so they may never get back
to the levels they were at
before the global recession.

“There have been some
permanent changes. The par-
adigm has shifted in certain
areas, and economic recovery
does not mean we will be in
the same place as before the
decline occurred.

“We are going to have to
show we can cross-train peo-
ple, and some people may
find they have to re-tool their
skills and seek employment
in alternative areas..... We
have to demonstrate an abili-
ty to embrace change.”
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.81 1.20 Abaco Markets 1.20 1.20 0.00 0.127 0.000 9.4 0.00%
11.80 10.00 Bahamas Property Fund 11.00 11.00 0.00 0.992 0.200 11.1 1.82%
9.30 6.25 Bank of Bahamas 6.25 6.25 0.00 0.244 0.260 25.6 4.16%
0.89 0.63 Benchmark 0.63 0.63 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
3.49 3.15 Bahamas Waste 3.15 3.15 0.00 0.078 0.090 40.4 2.86%
2.37 2.14 Fidelity Bank 2.37 2.37 0.00 0.055 0.040 43.1 1.69%
14.20 10.18 Cable Bahamas 10.75 10.75 0.00 1.406 0.250 7.6 2.33%
2.88 2.74 Colina Holdings 2.74 2.74 0.00 0.249 0.040 11.0 1.46%
7.50 5.50 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 5.95 5.50 -0.45 1,500 0.419 0.300 13.1 5.45%
3.85 1.27 Consolidated Water BDRs 3.70 3.69 -0.01 0.111 0.052 33.2 1.41%
2.85 1.32 Doctor's Hospital 2.03 2.03 0.00 1,000 0.382 0.080 5.3 3.94%
8.20 6.60 Famguard 6.60 6.60 0.00 0.420 0.240 15.7 3.64%
12.50 9.72 Finco 9.72 9.72 0.00 0.322 0.520 30.2 5.35%
11.71 10.30 FirstCaribbean Bank 10.30 10.30 0.00 0.794 0.350 13.0 3.40%
5.53 4.95 Focol (S) 5.12 5.12 0.00 0.332 0.150 15.4 2.93%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.45 0.30 Freeport Concrete 0.30 0.30 0.00 0.035 0.000 8.6 0.00%
9.02 5.49 ICD Utilities 5.50 5.50 0.00 0.407 0.500 13.5 9.09%
12.00 10.09 J. S. Johnson 10.09 10.09 0.00 0.952 0.640 10.6 6.34%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.180 0.000 55.6 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00
1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00
1000 00 1000 00 Fidelit B k Note 13 (Seri C) + FBB13 100 00 0 00

FRIDAY, 4 SEPTEMBER 2009
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,531.48| CHG -22.77| %CHG -1.47 | YTD -180.88 | YTD % -10.56

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing b ases)
Maturity

19 October 20177%
Prime + 1.75%
7%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

30 May 2013

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE:242-323-2330 | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Interest

FINDEX: CLOSE 789.77 | YTD -5.40% | 2008 -12.31%

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00
1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Weekly Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
14.60 7.92 Bahamas Supermarkets 7.92 8.42 14.00 -2.246 0.000 N/M 0.00%
8.00 6.00 Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 2.00 6.25 4.00 0.000 0.480 N/M 7.80%
0.54 0.20 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months Div $ Yield %
1.4005 1.3320 CFAL Bond Fund 1.4005 3.48 5.15
3.0350 2.8952 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.8990 -1.39 -4.16
1.4867 1.4105 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.4867 3.70 5.40
3.6090 3.1031 Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 3.1143 -8.01 -12.43
13.0484 12.3870 Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.0484 3.41 5.84
101.6693 100.0000 CFAL Global Bond Fund 101.6693 1.10 1.67
100.9600 93.1992 CFAL Global Equity Fund 96.7398 0.35 -4.18
1.0000 1.0000 CFAL High Grade Bond Fund 1.0000 0.00 0.00
9.4075 9.0775 Fidelity International Investment Fund 9.3399 2.69 -1.41
1.0663 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.0663 2.59 6.63
1.0364 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.0215 -1.11 2.15
1.0611 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.0611 2.29 6.11

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Jul-09

Prime + 1.75%
7%

31-Jul-09

30-Jun-09

31-Jul-09

NAV Date

31-Jul-09

Fidelity Over-The-Counter Securities

Colina Over-The-Counter Securities

BISX Listed Mutual Funds

30 May 2013
29 May 2015

TO TRADE CALL: COLINA 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Jul-09

30-Jun-09
31-Dec-07
31-Jul-09

31-Aug-09
28-Aug-09
31-Jul-09

MARKET TERMS

To advertise in The Tribune,
just call 502-2371 today!

poor to widen

         



Kenwood Kerr, chief exec-
utive of Providence Advisors,
said that the reforms urged in
the NIB’s eighth actuarial
report were similar to what
he and CFAL president,
Anthony Ferguson, had urged
back in a paper they wrote in
1993-1994. 

Yet it appears that only
now is the Government act-
ing, Algernon Cargill, NIB’s
director, telling Tribune Busi-
ness in an exclusive interview
last week that some 25

amendments to the social
security programme’s gov-
erning Act and regulations
were being completed, with a
view to tabling them in Par-
liament by year-end.

Mr Kerr told Tribune Busi-
ness: “To be quite frank with
you, the sentiments, the con-
clusions being drawn in the
[eighth actuarial report] are
not a surprise to me.

“As far back as 1993-1994, I
co-authored a paper with
Anthony Ferguson that called
for all the things the actuarial
report is calling for. The single
most important issue back in

1993-1994, as it is today, was
the long-term growth and sus-
tainability of the fund. The
liquidity to meet its obliga-
tions is critical. That, unfor-
tunately, 15-16 years later, is
the issue - the sustainability
of the Fund to meet its oblig-
ations.”

Mr Ferguson, meanwhile,
told Tribune Business: “The
report made recommenda-
tions the industry has been
stating since 1994. We’re hap-
py to see they’re looking at
addressing it, but it’s a bit late,
and because it’s late it’s going
to cost employers and
employees more to meet their
needs.

“The Government needs to
act expeditiously, not only to
implement those, but they
need to reconsider some of
the investment aspects of the
fund. You can have all the
money with custodians, but if
they’re not meeting the actu-
ary’s targeted investment rate,
NIB will not be making
enough money to cover
costs.”

Mr Cargill last week con-
firmed that NIB had termi-
nated investment manage-
ment contracts with CFAL,
Providence Advisors and
RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank
& Trust, which had been giv-
en a mandate to manage and
invest up to $20 million of its

assets.
The decision was taken on

the grounds that NIB would
reduce costs by having its
assets managed in-house by
its own recently-hired Certi-
fied Financial Analyst (CFA),
but many believe this flies in
the face of recommendations
for the Fund to diversify its
investments, place a greater
proportion with qualified
investment advisors, and
invest more overseas.

Meanwhile, Mr Kerr point-
ed to NIB’s “under invest-
ment”, and added: “NIB has a
role to play in the develop-
ment of capital markets local-
ly, and I don’t think that’s
been sufficiently exploited by
the Fund.”

Recalling the recommen-
dations he and Mr Ferguson
made in 1993-1994, Mr Kerr
said they included ”curtailing
using NIB as a hiring tool,
strengthening collections so
the benefits paid out are less
than the monies they are col-
lecting, to implement a pru-
dent investment programme”.

The duo, he added, also
urged the Government to
increase NIB’s contribution
rate and invest its assets glob-
ally through qualified, expe-
rienced money managers.

“Underlying all that was
the need to educate the pop-
ulation on savings and invest-

ments, and for NIB pensions
to be seen as an option rather
than see them as a replace-
ment for retirement income,”
Mr Kerr said. “It [an NIB
pension] should be used as a
supplement for retirement
income.

“We have no pensions and
minimal savings, and that cre-
ates more of a burden and
drain on NIB.”

Without the Government
making all the necessary
reforms, Mr Kerr said there
was a danger that the Fund
would become insolvent.

“The social implications of
that would be enormous,” he
said. “People who have been
contributing have been left
without it, in the absence of
private savings and private
pensions. They would have
nothing to rely on, and with
the changing demographics
the effects will be significant.”

Mr Cargill last week said
that among the approved
amendments which will be
included in the legislation and
regulation changes to be pre-
sented to Parliament will be
an increase in NIB’s insurable
wage ceiling from the current
$400 to $600 per week, with
future annual increased linked
to inflation via the retail price
index. 

Other approved changes,
said Mr Cargill, were an

increase in the 150 weeks or
three years’ worth of NIB
contributions to qualify for a
lifetime pension to 500 weeks
or 10 years, plus an increase in
the wage ceiling for pension-
able civil servants that is cur-
rently frozen at $110 per
week.

Mr Cargill added: “What’s
important is that we’ve start-
ed to address some of the
issues identified in the report
- operational efficiency, col-
lection efficiency. This year,
we’re achieving contribution
revenues above expectations
and above last year, because
we’ve been a little more
assertive to ensure people pay
contributions on time.

“We are focusing on the
recommendations to ensure
the Fund remains strong and
sound. If we don’t make any
changes by 2025, we will have
challenges. We want to make
changes as quickly as possi-
ble to make the Fund strong
and sound.”

NIB’s reserve fund, cur-
rently standing at $1.415 bil-
lion, was projected to be
depleted some time between
2029 and 2035 if urgent
reforms to the social security
programme were not enact-
ed. The NIB Fund’s outgo-
ings projected to exceed
income by $7.868 billion over
the next 60 years.
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Governments delay
critical NIB reforms
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the 3,500-acre former US Air
Force Missile Base to the
development was the only
interest the Government has
in the project, apart from oth-
er logistical items.

"We have been for the last
couple of months seeking to
conclude a new Heads of
Agreement with the owner of
the studio," said Mr Davis.  

"That process has not been
as swift as we would have
liked, but we are still in that
process of trying to review a
draft Heads of Agreement."

When Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham re-took
office, he felt the Christie
administration had allowed
the Bahamas Film Studios to
lease too much Crown Land,

having obtained 3,500 acres
at the former US Air Force
Missile Base site in Grand
Bahama.

The Government had
looked to restrict that to 120
acres, covering the water tank
and existing buildings, and
these talks with Mr Fuller
have been going on for more
than a year.

Mr Davis said the Govern-
ment had been vetting Mr
Fuller to establish whether it
wanted to do business with
him, the investment banker
having take ownership and
control at the Bahamas Film
Studios after two of its three
founding partners died. The
third, Paul Quigley, has also
since passed away.

Mr Davis said: "We want
to see if he [Mr Fuller] is the
proper person with which the

Government should be doing
business.

"He came into ownership
by default after the original
owners died. He loaned them
some money and was holding
their assests at Gold Rock
Creek Enterprises [the Film
Studios’ immediate holding
company]."

Investment
Mr Fuller recently told Tri-

bune Business that a $17 mil-
lion investment will be lost as
a result of his decision to close
the project, a move he blamed
on the Government’s alleged
“failure to honour its obliga-
tions” in delivering a new
lease and Heads of Agree-
ment to him.

Amid calls for the Govern-
ment to take “remedial”
action to ensure the Bahamas

Film Studios remained oper-
ational, given the impact the
closure was likely to have on
this nation’s attractiveness as
a filming locale for the global
TV/film industry, many
observers were suspicious that
Mr Fuller was using the ‘clo-
sure’ threat as a negotiating
ploy in an effort to secure or
better a deal with the Ingra-
ham administration.

When Tribune Business put
this to Mr Fuller, that he was
making this announcement as
a tactic to push the Govern-
ment into an agreement, he
answered cryptically in an e-
mail: “You can’t push string.”

When asked to detail the
obligations the Government
had allegedly failed to live up
to, Mr Fuller replied: “Never
delivering a new lease and
Heads of Agreement. Failure
to approve the original envi-

ronmental study, which pre-
cluded us from moving for-
ward.”

Straw
As for the ‘final straw’ that

pushed him to shut down the
Bahamas Film Studios, Mr
Fuller said: “My 50th call to
the Prime Minister’s Office
inquiring if they had the
paperwork that they kept
promising on each of the oth-
er 49 calls.” He declined to
comment when asked by Tri-
bune Business about whether
he would initiate legal action
against the Bahamian gov-

ernment.
Mr Fuller added that some

$17 million had been invested
in the Bahamas Film Studios
project, “which will all be lost
subject to any recovery
efforts”.

As for the closure’s impact
on Grand Bahama and the
wider Bahamas, he said:
“There will never be a film
studio in Grand Bahama.
They will lose about $10 mil-
lion per year in general spend-
ing in the economy, thousands
of room nights in hotels.
Grand Bahama will never be
taken seriously as a site to
film movies.”
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NOTICE is hereby given that ANTHON GUILLAUME of LEWIS 
YARD, FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA, BAHAMAS is applying 
to the Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, 
for registration/naturalization as a citizen of The Bahamas, 
and that any person who knows any reason why registration/ 
naturalization should not be granted, should send a written and 
signed statement of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 
31st day of AUGUST, 2009 to the Minister responsible for 
Nationality and Citizenship, P.O.Box N-7147, Freeport, Bahamas.

NOTICE

Government assesses
Film Studios principal
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By CHESTER ROBARDS
Business Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

THE Comptroller of Cus-
toms has pledged that his
department is not there to
“stymie” business, and
appealed to the private sec-
tor and public to assist in
changing stigmas associated
with doing business with it,

following major changes to
the way cargo is imported and
released.

Glenn Gomez did not deny
claims of bad customer ser-
vice and inefficiency at a
meeting with Customs that
was arranged by the Bahamas
Chamber of Commerce.

Mr Gomez, along with oth-
er leading officers from the
Customs Department, sought

to clarify misconceptions and
misunderstandings surround-
ing new Customs rules put in
place earlier this year. This
was done, he said, to correct a
system that had been flawed
for quite some time.

The changes, which imme-
diately affected the business
of Bahamian courier services,
came following a major
shake-up of the Customs

Department, which involved
the former acting comptrol-
ler being replaced by Mr
Gomez.

During the meeting, con-
cerned business owners and
freight companies questioned
Mr Gomez and his team
about the new rules and
offered suggestions as to how
the department could become
more customer friendly and

conduct its business more
quickly.

Major concerns were long
lines at the customer depart-
ment because of a single win-
dow for two different proce-
dures, and the long standing
concern of "terrible" cus-
tomer service at various cus-
toms desks throughout Nas-
sau.

Mr Gomez told anyone

receiving below average ser-
vice from any of his officers to
get their names and report
their complaints to the Cus-
toms department.

The department has been
considering the move to an
online system, but its own
website needs an upgrade and
a separation from the Gov-
ernment website in order to
handle the traffic it receives.

A Courier Association
formed since the implemen-
tation of the new rules was
not out to the town meeting in
force, but one courier said he
was please with the earnest
responses of the Customs
department and clarification
of new procedures.

He said because it was the
law, it has to be followed. Mr
Gomez recently told Tribune
Business that claims of delays
and corruption in the depart-
ment made by some business
people were "gross misrepre-
sentations”.

He said the new processes
put in place by the Customs
Department since his arrival
have always been the right
procedures, but had not been
enforced over decades.

Mr Gomez admitted that
the new process became a
challenge for courier services
during its initial implementa-
tion, but argued that some
concerns brought to him by
the newly-formed courier
association were dealt with
promptly.

However, he said some oth-
er changes requested by the
association would have
required him to negate the
procedures made to the clear-
ing of imported goods.

According to him, the new
processes were introduced
because government was los-
ing millions in revenue due to
an erroneous system he said
should have not been in place.

"They want a system that
is illegal to operate," Mr
Gomez said. "If you're just
upset because you can't cir-
cumvent the system, I can't
help you with that. We are
there to collect duties, not to
stymie businesses."
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Customs: ‘We’re not attempting to stymie business’

       



ANDROS

CAT ISLAND

ELEUTHERA

MAYAGUANA

SAN  SALVADOR

GREAT INAGUA

GREAT EXUMA

CROOKED ISLAND / ACKLINS

LONG ISLAND

ABACO

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today's
highs and tonights's lows.

KEY WEST

WEST PALM BEACH

FT. LAUDERDALE

TAMPA

ORLANDO

Low: 73°F/23°C

Low: 74°F/23°C

Low: 75°F/24°C

Low: 78°F/26°C

Low: 76°F/24°C

Low: 78°F/26°C

Low: 79°F/26°C

Low: 78°F/26°C

High: 88°F/31°C

High: 91°F/33°C

High: 87°F/31°C

High: 87°F/31°C

High: 88°F/31°C

High: 89°F/32°C

High: 90°F/32°C

Low: 79°F/26°C
High: 89°F/32°C

Low: 80°F/27°C
High: 88°F/31°C

RAGGED ISLAND

Low: 74°F/23°C
High: 88°F/31°C

Low: 76°F/24°C
High: 88°F/31°C

Low: 76°F/24°C
High: 86°F/30°C

Low: 76°F/24°C
High: 90°F/32°C

Low: 77°F/25°C
High: 92°F/33°C

Low: 76°F/24°C
High: 89°F/32°C

Low: 75°F/24°C
High: 91°F/33°C

Low: 77°F/25°C
High: 93°F/34°C

Low: 78°F/26°C
High: 89°F/32°C

High: 88°F/31°C
FREEPORT

NASSAU

MIAMI
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THE WEATHER REPORT
5-DAY FORECAST

Variably cloudy with
thunderstorms.

Cloudy with a shower or
t-storm.

Mainly cloudy, t-storms;
breezy.

Clouds and sun,
t-storms possible.

Some sun with a
t-storm possible.

High: 90° Low: 79°
High: 90° High: 89° High: 90°

AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel

Some sun with a
t-storm possible.

High: 90°
Low: 79° Low: 79° Low: 78°

AccuWeather RealFeel
105° F

The exclusive AccuWeather RealFeel Temperature® is an index that combines the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure, and
elevation on the human body—everything that effects how warm or cold a person feels. Temperatures reflect the high and the low for the day.

83° F 98°-88° F 98°-85° F 97°-85° F 100°-89° F

Low: 79°

TODAY TONIGHT TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

ALMANAC

High .................................................. 93° F/34° C
Low .................................................... 81° F/27° C
Normal high ...................................... 88° F/31° C
Normal low ........................................ 75° F/24° C
Last year's high .................................. 90° F/32° C
Last year's low .................................. 74° F/23° C

As of 2 p.m. yesterday .................................. 0.24"
Year to date ................................................ 25.30"
Normal year to date .................................... 32.73"

Statistics are for Nassau through 2 p.m. yesterday
Temperature

Precipitation

SUN AND MOON

TIDES FOR NASSAU

Last New First Full

Sep. 11 Sep. 18 Sep. 26 Oct. 4

Sunrise . . . . . . 6:53 a.m.
Sunset. . . . . . . 7:22 p.m.

Moonrise . . . . 8:58 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . 9:26 a.m.

Today

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

High Ht.(ft.) Low Ht.(ft.)
10:02 a.m. 3.1 3:46 a.m. 0.2
10:22 p.m. 2.7 4:20 p.m. 0.4

10:42 a.m. 3.1 4:22 a.m. 0.2
11:02 p.m. 2.6 5:03 p.m. 0.4

11:26 a.m. 3.1 5:02 a.m. 0.3
11:47 p.m. 2.5 5:52 p.m. 0.5

12:17 p.m. 3.1 5:47 a.m. 0.3
----- 6:48 p.m. 0.6

WORLD CITIES

Acapulco 88/31 80/26 t 87/30 79/26 r
Amsterdam 67/19 57/13 sh 76/24 60/15 pc
Ankara, Turkey 86/30 54/12 s 81/27 54/12 pc
Athens 82/27 66/18 t 75/23 64/17 pc
Auckland 61/16 41/5 s 61/16 43/6 s
Bangkok 90/32 79/26 t 91/32 81/27 t
Barbados 86/30 77/25 s 86/30 78/25 s
Barcelona 82/27 62/16 s 74/23 62/16 s
Beijing 68/20 55/12 sh 77/25 54/12 pc
Beirut 88/31 77/25 s 81/27 75/23 s
Belgrade 73/22 51/10 s 71/21 58/14 pc
Berlin 69/20 56/13 s 77/25 61/16 pc
Bermuda 80/26 73/22 sh 80/26 74/23 c
Bogota 70/21 43/6 s 68/20 44/6 sh
Brussels 72/22 56/13 sh 79/26 61/16 pc
Budapest 74/23 48/8 s 79/26 56/13 s
Buenos Aires 62/16 43/6 r 55/12 37/2 pc
Cairo 95/35 75/23 s 97/36 74/23 s
Calcutta 88/31 79/26 r 90/32 79/26 t
Calgary 62/16 43/6 pc 63/17 37/2 s
Cancun 92/33 72/22 sh 91/32 72/22 sh
Caracas 83/28 72/22 t 84/28 72/22 t
Casablanca 90/32 70/21 pc 85/29 74/23 pc
Copenhagen 65/18 56/13 pc 70/21 61/16 c
Dublin 64/17 54/12 pc 66/18 52/11 sh
Frankfurt 73/22 56/13 sh 81/27 61/16 pc
Geneva 75/23 51/10 s 80/26 52/11 s
Halifax 64/17 54/12 s 68/20 50/10 pc
Havana 90/32 71/21 r 87/30 71/21 sh
Helsinki 64/17 54/12 sh 64/17 57/13 pc
Hong Kong 93/33 82/27 s 93/33 82/27 s
Islamabad 100/37 71/21 s 103/39 72/22 s
Istanbul 75/23 68/20 c 75/23 67/19 t
Jerusalem 83/28 64/17 s 82/27 62/16 s
Johannesburg 78/25 51/10 s 76/24 50/10 s
Kingston 88/31 79/26 r 88/31 79/26 r
Lima 72/22 58/14 s 72/22 59/15 s
London 72/22 57/13 sh 81/27 59/15 pc
Madrid 90/32 64/17 pc 90/32 66/18 pc
Manila 82/27 77/25 r 82/27 77/25 r
Mexico City 72/22 54/12 t 72/22 54/12 t
Monterrey 94/34 73/22 t 92/33 73/22 t
Montreal 75/23 57/13 s 79/26 57/13 pc
Moscow 72/22 56/13 sh 70/21 57/13 c
Munich 71/21 49/9 s 73/22 45/7 s
Nairobi 85/29 54/12 c 84/28 55/12 pc
New Delhi 97/36 77/25 s 93/33 77/25 pc
Oslo 61/16 54/12 r 65/18 53/11 r
Paris 76/24 58/14 pc 83/28 65/18 s
Prague 72/22 52/11 s 73/22 49/9 s
Rio de Janeiro 90/32 77/25 c 93/33 76/24 s
Riyadh 108/42 84/28 s 108/42 82/27 s
Rome 74/23 54/12 s 80/26 56/13 s
St. Thomas 90/32 78/25 sh 88/31 78/25 sh
San Juan 60/15 28/-2 r 54/12 35/1 c
San Salvador 87/30 73/22 t 87/30 73/22 t
Santiago 58/14 36/2 pc 59/15 34/1 s
Santo Domingo 87/30 74/23 r 85/29 74/23 sh
Sao Paulo 83/28 68/20 t 85/29 64/17 pc
Seoul 82/27 63/17 pc 81/27 61/16 pc
Stockholm 66/18 54/12 pc 68/20 54/12 pc
Sydney 68/20 52/11 r 68/20 50/10 pc
Taipei 91/32 79/26 s 92/33 79/26 s
Tokyo 82/27 73/22 pc 81/27 72/22 sh
Toronto 75/23 57/13 pc 75/23 57/13 t
Trinidad 100/37 71/21 s 98/36 66/18 c
Vancouver 62/16 53/11 pc 63/17 55/12 pc
Vienna 73/22 55/12 s 73/22 55/12 s
Warsaw 66/18 51/10 pc 70/21 49/9 s
Winnipeg 82/27 63/17 pc 77/25 53/11 t

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

Today Tuesday

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunder-
storms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice, Prcp-precipitation, Tr-trace

TODAY'S U.S. FORECAST

MARINE FORECAST
WINDS WAVES VISIBILITY WATER TEMPS.

NASSAU

FREEPORT

ABACO

Today: SE at 5-10 Knots 0-2 Feet 7-10 Miles 86° F
Tuesday: E at 5-10 Knots 0-2 Feet 7-10 Miles 86° F
Today: SE at 5-10 Knots 0-2 Feet 7-10 Miles 85° F
Tuesday: E at 5-10 Knots 0-2 Feet 7-10 Miles 85° F
Today: SE at 5-10 Knots 0-2 Feet 7-10 Miles 81° F
Tuesday: E at 5-10 Knots 0-2 Feet 7-10 Miles 82° F

U.S. CITIES

Albuquerque 86/30 62/16 pc 86/30 62/16 t
Anchorage 62/16 50/10 c 59/15 49/9 r
Atlanta 84/28 66/18 pc 85/29 67/19 pc
Atlantic City 73/22 62/16 c 76/24 63/17 r
Baltimore 79/26 62/16 c 79/26 64/17 c
Boston 72/22 58/14 pc 79/26 59/15 pc
Buffalo 78/25 59/15 t 78/25 59/15 t
Charleston, SC 86/30 66/18 r 88/31 68/20 pc
Chicago 78/25 56/13 pc 78/25 56/13 pc
Cleveland 78/25 61/16 t 79/26 60/15 t
Dallas 96/35 74/23 pc 96/35 73/22 pc
Denver 89/31 56/13 pc 86/30 54/12 t
Detroit 75/23 61/16 t 79/26 62/16 t
Honolulu 89/31 75/23 pc 88/31 74/23 pc
Houston 91/32 72/22 pc 93/33 72/22 pc

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

Today Tuesday Today Tuesday Today Tuesday

Indianapolis 80/26 62/16 t 80/26 62/16 t
Jacksonville 87/30 69/20 t 90/32 71/21 pc
Kansas City 82/27 61/16 pc 84/28 63/17 pc
Las Vegas 99/37 72/22 s 99/37 75/23 s
Little Rock 90/32 69/20 pc 90/32 68/20 pc
Los Angeles 81/27 64/17 pc 81/27 64/17 pc
Louisville 83/28 65/18 t 85/29 62/16 t
Memphis 87/30 68/20 t 90/32 71/21 pc
Miami 88/31 76/24 t 89/31 78/25 t
Minneapolis 82/27 60/15 s 82/27 62/16 pc
Nashville 84/28 62/16 t 87/30 63/17 t
New Orleans 86/30 74/23 t 88/31 73/22 t
New York 74/23 67/19 pc 80/26 68/20 pc
Oklahoma City 90/32 68/20 s 93/33 66/18 pc
Orlando 88/31 73/22 t 90/32 73/22 t

Philadelphia 78/25 63/17 c 79/26 66/18 r
Phoenix 100/37 81/27 pc 100/37 81/27 pc
Pittsburgh 75/23 58/14 t 80/26 58/14 t
Portland, OR 70/21 52/11 pc 78/25 54/12 s
Raleigh-Durham 82/27 64/17 r 83/28 64/17 c
St. Louis 81/27 67/19 t 85/29 65/18 pc
Salt Lake City 87/30 58/14 pc 81/27 56/13 s
San Antonio 94/34 74/23 s 94/34 73/22 pc
San Diego 74/23 66/18 pc 75/23 66/18 pc
San Francisco 72/22 54/12 pc 75/23 57/13 pc
Seattle 66/18 50/10 pc 71/21 52/11 pc
Tallahassee 89/31 68/20 t 91/32 69/20 t
Tampa 91/32 74/23 t 91/32 75/23 t
Tucson 93/33 72/22 pc 95/35 72/22 t
Washington, DC 78/25 66/18 c 79/26 64/17 c

UV INDEX TODAY

The higher the AccuWeather UV IndexTM number, the
greater the need for eye and skin protection.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2009

Cold

Warm

Stationary

Fronts

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and
precipitation.  Temperature bands are highs for the day. 
Forecast high/low temperatures are for selected cities.
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LOW MODERATE EXT. HIGH V. HIGH 
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