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Fears of further court backlog

‘TSUNAMI
CRISIS’

THE economic downturn is
putting the lives and welfare of
the nation’s children in mortal
danger, new statistics have
revealed.

Authorities have revealed a
major hike in the number of
attempted suicides as well as
incidences of physical and sex-
ual abuse among school-age
youngsters this year.

Of particular concern is a rise
in the number of primary school
children who attempted suicide
in April, with teachers flagging
up 10 cases. 

Assistant director of the
Department of Social Service’s
School Welfare Division, Lor-

raine Duvalier, claimed a rise
in the number of struggling and
frustrated parents physically
abusing their children may have
contributed to the increase in
suicidal thoughts.

Mrs Duvalier said: “Kids are
also being affected by the down-
turn. Parents are lashing out at
them. Fathers or other figures
are abusing sons, and some of
them feel like they just can’t
take it anymore.”

Physical abuse is defined by
Social Services as any abuse that
leaves “visible” or physical
injuries on the child’s body —
including fractures, bruises,
scratches or other wounds.

A total of 16 attempted sui-
cide cases were brought to the
attention of her department by
teachers in New Providence
schools within the first four
months of 2009, with April see-
ing more cases than the first
three months combined.

Cases were spread through-
out the school system, not
focused at anyone or few insti-
tutions, and involved both girls
and boys.

While the April leap may
have led officials to conclude
that matters were worsening,
officials note that May fortu-
nately saw a major decline —
with no attempted suicide cases
reported to the School Welfare
division.

This after the division
received no reports of suicidal
students in the whole of 2008.

Meanwhile, the number of
attempted suicide cases and sus-
pected abuse cases made known
to the division is just a fraction
of those recorded by the
Department of Social Services
as a whole, The Tribune was
informed.

However, an attempt to
ascertain the total number of
cases recorded throughout the
Department was unsuccessful
yesterday.

According to Mrs Duvalier,
signs of suicidal tendencies are
often recognised by vigilant
teachers who have years of
experience with what is “nor-
mal” and “unusual” student
behaviour. 

Students have been known to
write notes implying their suici-
dal mental state, tell friends who
inform teachers, make their
intentions known to a school
guidance counsellor, exhibit
“self-destructive” behaviour or

Downturn
‘endangering
their welfare’
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New school
abuse probe

n By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net
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AN employee of the North
Eluethera High School has
been placed on administrative
leave after allegations that he
made sexual advances to
female students. 

While police and education
officials yesterday confirmed
there was an active investiga-
tion, they did not divulge
details surrounding the alleged
advances. 

"There is an investigation
going on, we have been look-
ing into this matter. I believe a
person may have been taken
into custody but I am unable
to say anything further until
early next week," said head of
the Family Island District,
Assistant Commissioner
Hulan Hanna. 

A parent of a student at the
school claimed the employee
allegedly showed several
female students — reported
to be at least three students
— pornographic material and
"touched them inappropriate-
ly." 

n ByTANEKA
THOMPSON
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net
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THE search for two miss-
ing Andros boys continued
yesterday without revealing
any obvious leads to their
whereabouts.

Police Superintendent in
charge of the Family
Islands, Hulan Hanna, said
the search would continue
but there was nothing of sig-
nificance to report, as the
status of the investigation
remains the same.

Brothers Deangelo
Clarke, nine, and Marcelo
Clarke, five, disappeared
while crabbing in South
Andros on Tuesday
evening.

Worry set in when they
did not return to their
grandparents’ house after
nightfall.

Police officers from the
Kemp’s Bay police station
were alerted and joined rel-
atives in their search on
Wednesday morning.

Local residents and

MANDRELL Adderley, 28,  was yesterday charged with the May 11 murder of 27 year-old Vernon
Rolle, who was found opposite the Blue Hill Road Community Clinic with a stab wound to the chest.
Adderley is due back in court on June 18. 

FREEPORT – A social worker claims that
while the nation was focused on the Eight Mile
Rock High School, where two teachers have been
accused of sexually abusing students, “quite a
few” reported cases of child molestation have
surfaced at two other government schools on
Grand Bahama.

According to an abuse counsellor, the alleged
incidents occurred at the Jack Hayward and St
Georges’ High Schools in Freeport.

Bee Butler, founder of No More Victims Out-
reach Association in Freeport, claims her organ-
isation has been seeing a number of sexual
molestation cases involving students.

“It is sad that there are so many molestation
incidents occurring in our society, especially now
in our schools,” Ms Butler said.

“We have been dealing with a lot of victims
who have been molested. Young boys are sexually

molesting young girls in the schools.
“There have been quite a few incidents and

the most recent occurred two days ago when a
young girl was molested in school by a male stu-
dent.”

Ms Butler said the girl’s mother has reported
the matter to the police.

According to reports, it is alleged that a 16-
year-old male student forcibly held the girl down
and assaulted her. 

Ms Butler, who was also a victim of incest as a
child, said she formed the organisation because
she wanted to help other victims of abuse.

Grand Bahama police are still investigating
alleged molestation incidents at the Eight Mile
Rock High School. 

Complaints have been filed against three teach-
ers at the school. All have been removed pending
the outcome of investigations. 

Teacher Andre Birbal, who fled the country in
February, was arrested in New York, USA, on a

Reports of
tourist rape

THE Tribune received
reports last night that a
tourist was raped in Nassau
on Thursday.

The police confirmed they
had received reports of a
sexual assault, but would
offer no further details about
the matter.

n By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Staff Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

Search for
brothers
continues
n By MEGAN

REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff
Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net
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‘Quite a few’ abuse claims
in two Freeport schools

SEE page 6

JOHN Bull owner Frederick
Hazelwood, well known engi-
neer George Cox and long-time
Special Olympics organiser
Basil Christie were among those
named in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours List last night.

Mr Hazelwood will be made
a Companion of the Most Dis-
tinguished Order of Saint
Michael and Saint George
(CMG) for his “outstanding ser-
vice to the business community
in the Bahamas”.

Mr Cox will receive the Most
Excellent Order of the British
Empire (OBE) for his “long
and dedicated service in the
field of civil and structural engi-
neering in the Bahamas.

Mr Christie is awarded the
Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire (MBE) for his
“outstanding contribution to the
development of The Bahamas
in the areas of community ser-
vice, education, religion and
Special Olympics”.

Bahamians
named in
Queen’s
Honours
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n By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

RELATIVES and friends of
the late Milo Butler Jr are
mourning the loss of a dedicat-
ed father, friend and politician
following his unexpected death
on Wednesday at age 72.

The former Speaker of the
House, MP for Pinewood, and
son of the country’s first gov-
ernor general Sir Milo Butler,
had suffered an aneurysm and
two strokes in recent years and
family members say his health
had greatly deteriorated since
then.

Mr Butler followed in his
father’s footsteps to forge a
successful political career and
make a significant contribution
to the shaping of the country
throughout his adult life.

The sixth of Sir Milo’s 10
children served as chairman of
the PLP in 1968, going on to
take up a seat in the Senate the
following year, and then
becoming vice-president of the
Senate for five years.

He was then appointed the
first consul general for the
Bahamas in Florida in 1974,
before returning to Nassau to
run for parliament in 1977.

The ambitious politician was
promptly voted in as MP for
Pinewood and retained his seat
until 1992, becoming Deputy
Speaker of the House of
Assembly in 1987 and Speaker
of the House in 1991 during his
15-year term.

Mr Butler also served as
chairman of the Bahamas Elec-
tricity Corporation (BEC) and
the Gaming Board.

When he was unsuccessful in
the 1992 general election, Mr
Butler resumed work in the
family business Milo Butler
and Sons Ltd.

Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham expressed his sym-
pathy to Mr Butler’s family on
Wednesday, paying tribute to
his life of service.

Mr Ingraham said: “The pin-
nacle of his political career was
his service as Speaker of the
House of Assembly, a position
which he occupied with dignity
and grace.

“He maintained friendships
with, and earned the respect
of, persons across the political
spectrum. He was a great
Bahamian gentleman and a
nation-builder.

“My colleagues in the gov-
ernment join Delores and me

in extending heartfelt condo-
lences to the Butler family.”

Mr Butler’s niece Loretta
Butler-Turner, Minister of

State for Social Development,
said her uncle helped inspire
her own political career.

She said: “He was one of the

individuals in our family that I
would have followed in his
footsteps in terms of political
contribution. He was my uncle,
and we are a very close family
so this is a great loss to us.”

Mr Butler Jr is survived by
his wife Winifred Butler, 65,
five children, two daughters-
in-law and seven grandchildren.

His daughter Bernadette
Butler, 39, a lawyer in the
Attorney General’s office,
remembers her father as a pop-
ular man who lived life to the
full.

She said: “My father was full
of fun. He loved life, He did
everything he wanted to do,
and he had a very good sense
of humour.

“He was always holding din-
ners at the house, and was
entertaining friends. 

“He was a very well-liked
person and he had a lot of
friends.”

Her father always strived to
do his best, Miss Butler said,
as his motto was: Good, bet-
ter, best – never let it rest until
the good is better, and the bet-
ter best.

“He lived by that,” she said.
“That was his thing, to

always be the best you can be.
“He was a good man, he was

a great Bahamian, and he
made a contribution to the
development of the Bahamas
as we know it.”

Mr Butler was also a devoted
member of the parish at St
Matthew’s Anglican Church on
Shirley Street. Funeral arrange-
ments have not yet been made.

Family and friends honour

n By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

ALL specialty clinics at the
Princess Margaret Hospital
remained closed yesterday on
the fifth day of industrial action
staged by public health nurses
across the country.

The nurses began their sick-
out on Monday morning over
government decisions to with-
hold their four per cent pay rise
this year and postpone a health
insurance plan until 2012.

Around 50 per cent of nurs-
ing staff at public clinics across
the Bahamas participated in
the sick-out on Monday and
Tuesday.

And although nearly all nurs-
ing staff returned to the Rand
Memorial Hospital in Freeport
on Wednesday, disruption con-

tinued at the busy Princess
Margaret Hospital for the fifth
day yesterday as public health
nurses pressed on with the sick-
out.

PMH announced yesterday
that all specialty clinics, includ-
ing the surgical, medical and
paediatric clinics remained
closed. 

All non-emergency surgeries
continue to be postponed,
apart from those scheduled for
visitors from the Family
Islands.

However the hospital did
open the oncology clinic, dial-
ysis clinic, maternity high risk
clinic, comprehensive clinic and
general practice clinic yester-
day.

Patients are advised to only
attend the hospital in a med-
ical emergency. If you are not
sure whether you have a med-
ical emergency call 326-7014,
502-7812 or 919.

Patients scheduled for surgi-
cal procedures should call their
doctor or call 322-2861 exten-
sion 3149.

For all general inquiries call
the number above, or 502-
7890/1.

Nurses continue with fifth day of sick-out

Milo Butler Jr.

MILO Butler Junior with
a young Hubert Ingra-
ham outside the House
of Assembly in 1986.

SENATOR Milo Butler
Junior at the Mental
Health Week panel
Discussion in 1974.

             



CUTS in funding for the
Attorney General’s Office will
only contribute to a backlog of
court cases that have already
reached “tsunami crisis” level,
according to Cat Island, Rum
Cay and San Salvador MP and
attorney Philip Davis.

Mr Davis made this allega-
tion in parliament as he criti-
cised the way in which govern-
ment has allocated funds to var-
ious ministries, departments and
agencies in the 2009/2010 bud-
get.

Noting decreases in the
tourism budget – down by $12
million – as well as cuts at crim-
inal justice agencies – including
the police, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, and the judiciary –
Mr Davis charged that govern-
ment is “aimless.”

“It is clear, Mr Speaker, that
this is not the time to take
resources away from our crime
fighting agencies. With cuts to
these agencies, it seems as if the
government has abandoned its
fundamental duty to protect the
Bahamian people. Mr. Speak-
er, what results should Bahami-
ans expect from agencies with
fewer resources? Expect more
for less, when more has contin-
ually produced less?

“Certainly, Mr Speaker,
Bahamians will not get better
investigations from the police,
or more cases being brought
before the courts by the Attor-
ney General’s Office, with few-
er resources,” he said.

In his budget communication,
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham cautioned that below
expected government revenue
last year – $260 million less than
projected – and increased
demand on government services
means the government must
exercise “expenditure restraint”
and maximise the collection of
monies due to it in this year’s
budget if the country is to come
through the crisis without hav-
ing to make sacrifices in terms
of living standards and the pro-
vision of essential services.

Mr Ingraham said govern-
ment made some “difficult deci-
sions” when preparing the bud-
get – including cuts to critical
areas and the delay of certain
outlays, for example the nurses’
health insurance benefit that
days later resulted in an ongoing
sick-out that is crippling the

health care system.
Despite Hubert Ingraham’s

efforts to justify the decisions
taken, the budget debate saw
various opposition members,
including Mr Davis, suggest that
cuts to particular areas – includ-
ing education, tourism and
crime fighting agencies – sim-
ply cannot be countenanced.

Mr Davis, as an experienced
attorney, noted that the country
already suffers from a shortage
of judges, courts and judicial
support staff to “service a mod-
ern Bahamas.”

“Our police force still does
not have the modern forensics
lab it so desperately needs to
quickly examine evidence. And
the Attorney General’s Office is
inadequately organised to deal
with the volume of cases it has
to prosecute.

“Yet the government in its
wisdom decided that now is the
time to cut the budgets of these
agencies along with that of the
prison and the Defence Force,”
said Mr Davis.

This, as the government has
made “little to no impact” on
the crime problem since com-
ing to office in May 2007, he
claimed.

Meanwhile, the MP called for
government to release up-to-
date statistics on conviction
rates for violent crimes – fig-
ures which would show the
“success rate” of various law
enforcement agencies.

While crediting the Minister
of National Security for regu-
larly releasing crime statistics,
Mr Davis said such releases
should also involve conviction
data.

“We have no idea what the
current backlog is in the
Supreme Court. Throughout

the rest of the year, we do not
know how many criminal cases
the AG’s Office brings to court
on a monthly basis. We also do
not know how many criminal
cases come in for prosecution
at the Supreme Court level
every month.

“We can only infer and make
assumptions about the backlog
from the crime and detection
statistics,” he added.

Measures will be taken to
“clean up” and restore public
confidence in the Department
of Lands and Surveys, Minister
of State Byron Woodside told
parliament.

This comes after the depart-
ment was rocked by allegations
of corruption centering on the
granting of numerous plots of
Crown land to close relatives
and friends of then director of
the department, Tex Turnquest,
some of which were soon after
re-sold for hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.

Mr Turnquest stepped down
following the publication of sev-
eral reports in The Tribune out-
lining the land controversy and
the allegations.

Contributing to the 2009/2010
budget debate on Thursday
evening, Mr Woodside gave
some mixed signals about exact-
ly how the department per-
ceives the allegations, stating
both that a “preliminary
review” indicated that “noth-
ing untoward” occurred, and
later that the corruption claims
led the department to take the
“painful decision” to “take the
necessary measures” to “clean

up” and restore public confi-
dence.

He said: “During the past
few weeks the Department of
Lands and Surveys has come
under much public scrutiny.
While no system is perfect and
persons may feel aggrieved by
decisions made within various
areas of the public service, I
must take this opportunity to
advise that all Bahamians have
the right to apply for Crown
land, including public officers
and their families. 

“However there are guide-
lines that are to be followed in
the review of applications by
public officers, especially those
who are retiring or have
retired.”

Mr Woodside added that
“family members of public offi-
cers employed at the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys,
who wish to secure land for res-
idential and commercial use”
may also apply.

“There is no skullduggery.
However, the public’s percep-
tion has been that these people
may have been given preferen-
tial treatment,” he noted.

Mr Woodside stated that
“this entire issue is currently
under review”, declaring that
“preliminary reports do not
indicate that anything untoward

occurred relative to the appli-
cation process.” 

The issue of Crown land and
land policy, and the revelations
about the granting of land to
Mr Turnquest’s relatives, was
mentioned by several opposi-
tion members during the course
of the budget debate.

MP for West End and Bimini

Obie Wilchcombe said during
his contribution that he is “par-
ticularly concerned” about the
land scandal that he “heard
about a few weeks ago.”

“I’m also concerned about
who owns all this land, and
whether the politicians have
Crown land as well. I know I
don’t. But I am trying to figure
it out – because I need to know
how that happened. I still don’t
understand that and somebody
has to explain that to us,” he
said.

PLP chairman Glenys Han-
na-Martin had previously stated
that the situation warranted the
formation of a new land policy,
while MP for Fox Hill Fred
Mitchell called for a select com-
mittee to examine how and to
whom Crown land has been

granted.
Mr Woodside noted that

there have been a number of
changes at the Department of
Lands and Surveys during the
past four months.

These include: Richard
Hardy being named as the act-
ing director of Lands and Sur-
veys; Brian Bynoe being recent-
ly employed as the acting sur-
veyor general; the identification
of five certified surveyors to
augment the land management
unit; a review of plans to make
the department more customer
service friendly; the placement
of restrictions on the unfettered
access of private persons to cer-
tain areas in the department;
and greater focus being placed
on human resources and admin-
istrative needs.

FOUR million dollars has
been allocated in this year’s
budget for the construction of
a new straw market, the esti-
mated total cost of which is
$10 million. 

Bidding for the contract to
construct the market is
expected to be finished by
August 21, 2009 and con-
struction is scheduled to go
ahead at the end of Septem-
ber 2009 and last 16 to 18
months.

According to Works Min-
ister Neko Grant, project
architect Patrick Rahming was
awarded a contract to design
the market in December 2008.

Mr Rahming’s design plan
has not yet been completed,
however Mr Grant suggested
during his contribution to the
budget debate that they
should be ready within the
week.

Consequently, preparations
are being made to begin the
tendering process.

Government has increased
funding for the “further devel-
opment” of the Fish Fry areas
in both New Providence and
Eight Mile Rock, Grand
Bahama from $100,000 to
$500,000 in this year’s budget.

“We remain cognisant of
the important value of other
aspects of Bahamian culture
to our tourism product and
the need for regular mainte-
nance and upgrading of infra-
structure at these sites as
required,” Minister of Works
Neko Grant told parliament,
as he contributed to the
2009/2010 budget debate.

THIS budget year will see
the Paradise Bridge Authori-
ty undertake “preliminary
work” to determine the extent
of works required for the
repair of the Paradise Island
Bridge, according to the Min-
ister of Works.

Neko Grant said this work
will be comprised of “investi-
gations and repair design.”

Contributing to the
2009/2010 budget debate, Mr
Grant noted that the intro-
duction of a “token-less” sys-
tem at the Paradise Island
Bridge in the 2008/2009 bud-
get year is expected to reduce
the Bridge Authority’s
expenses by approximately
$122,000 a year.

“In this regard, savings
should be realised as a result
of cost reduction in machin-
ery maintenance,” he added.

Seeking to mitigate Nas-
sau’s flooding issues, the gov-
ernment has issued contracts
worth $641,200 for the clean-
ing and maintenance of 834
wells and 664 associated catch
pits, the Minister of Works
said yesterday.

Meanwhile, a Drainage
Master Plan study is being
conducted by his ministry,
which is anticipated to pro-
vide a framework for how
maintenance of the drainage
system can be more effective-
ly monitored and managed,
he said.

“During the recent precipi-
tation, the wells in the heavily
trafficked areas and the areas
of high population density
were the ones that experi-
enced some blockage.

“It was discovered that litter
had blocked the inlet grates
and the screen baskets. To
mitigate any recurrence of
such events, we adopted a
proactive approach by
instructing the contractors to
clean the screen baskets and
the grates outside of their nor-
mal routine,” said Mr Grant.

“Two contracts totalling
$325,000 were awarded for the
re-drilling of 80 drainage wells
which were identified from
the past maintenance contract. 

“This programme also
includes the installation of 15
new drainage wells in the spe-
cific areas which were
assessed and found to be in
need of drainage wells,” the
minister said.
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$4m allocated
for work on
Straw Market

Contracts to
aid flood fight

Assessment of
repair work to
PI Bridge

Funding boost
for Fish Frys

In brief Minister pledges Lands
and Surveys ‘clean-up’
n By ALISON LOWE

Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

n By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Byron Woodside

Cuts will exacerbate
court ‘tsunami crisis’

PHILIP Davis

       



EDITOR, The Tribune

By condoning and even
attempting to celebrate the dis-
orderly behaviour by one of its
members of parliament, the
PLP leaders have demonstrated
once again that they are inca-
pable of bringing discipline to
bear on their members.  

In fact, the leadership has
shown that they are just as
much infected with that old
familiar attitude of entitlement
as the rest of them.  They miss
every opportunity to demon-
strate otherwise.  

After Mrs. Glenys Hanna
Martin's disorderly behaviour
in the House, they should have
rebuked her, or at least pri-
vately urged her to desist and
apologise to the Speaker. 

Instead, both Perry Christie
and Bernard Nottage aided and
abetted her in deliberately and
persistently breaking the rules
of the House.

In attempting to justify Mrs.
Martin's behaviour, Mr. Christie
passionately reminded Prime

Minister Hubert Ingraham how
he (Mr. Ingraham) had only a
week ago asked for permission
to go back on the agenda.  

But Mr. Christie was making
the point without getting the
point. Mr. Ingraham asked! He
asked for the consent of mem-
bers. He did not demand. He
did not say he was going back
with or without permission. He
asked, Mr. Christie!

Mrs. Martin didn't do that.
She failed to give notice. Then
she demanded to be heard out
of order. Then she refused to
sit down when the Speaker
asked her to. Then she refused
to leave the chamber when
asked to. Then the next day she
tried to gain entrance to the
House when she knew she was
suspended.

Dr. Nottage did his own polit-
ical credibility a disservice in

preventing the carrying out of a
lawful order by a lawful author-
ity when he obstructed the
Police in the House in full view
of the television cameras.

Then he returned to the
House and launched an attack
on the Speaker during his bud-
get contribution. Dr. Nottage
knows or should know that you
don't do that. The Speaker
should only be criticised on a
substantive motion.

The PLP seem to think that
because Speaker Alvin Smith
is a soft-spoken mild-mannered
man that they can intimidate
him and run over him. That's a
bad miscalculation.

Speaker Smith has obviously
familiarized himself with the
rules. He is an excellent Speak-
er, one who is dignified but
strong. He deserves the support
and gratitude of the Bahamian
people.

THANKFUL
Nassau,
June 11, 2009
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WASHINGTON — Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke sounded like a fis-
cal Paul Revere last week, warning Congress
about the dangers of an advancing army of
debt.

Bernanke said policymakers need a bold
plan to correct the deficit or else face dire
consequences. Our “near-term challenges
must not be allowed to hinder timely con-
sideration of the steps needed to address fis-
cal imbalances. Unless we demonstrate a
strong commitment to fiscal sustainability in
the longer term, we will have neither financial
stability nor healthy economic growth.”

He’s not alone. The Congressional Bud-
get Office and private forecasters share these
worries. Concern about the president’s han-
dling of the deficit and debt are also spread-
ing to the general public. While 67 per cent
approve of Obama’s job performance overall,
only 45 per cent of Americans approve of
Obama’s handling of federal spending, and 46
per cent of his handling of the federal budget
deficit, according to a new Gallup poll.

The White House is a lot better at dealing
with public criticism than balancing the bud-
get. Earlier this week Obama called for
restoration of “pay as you go” (PAYGO)
rules to curb the mounting debt, which means
any new spending would be offset by other
cuts or tax increases. But it may be too little,
too late, according to Sen. Kent Conrad, D-
N.D., chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee. He told ABC News, the plan “does
not address the deficits and debt projected
under existing policy.”

For now, the White House’s posture of
periodically genuflecting to the altar of
deficits while conducting a revival of new
spending at least makes political sense. The
new president campaigned on a platform of
change and activism. His instincts and ideol-
ogy lead him to larger government. Large
majorities in Congress further empower his
goals. His liberal backers waited at least eight
years for this moment. Truly promoting fiscal
austerity at this moment in time is like order-
ing rice cakes at a steakhouse. But Obama
may have a broader ambition. He wants to be
Ronald Reagan in reverse. Running up the
debt, creating a host of new budgetary com-
mitments and enlarging the government’s
role in the economy will take generations to
unwind. And the engines of bigger govern-
ment also require fuel in the form of taxes.

Reagan did the opposite. He cut taxes to
make government expansion harder. Oba-
ma is transposing Reagan. He is growing gov-
ernment to make future tax cuts more diffi-
cult.

True, Obama promised tax cuts to 95 per
cent of Americans. That leaves a small per-
centage of individuals and businesses to bear
the burden. Based on budget forecasts and
other White House policy proposals, his math

seems fuzzy.
Maybe most Americans won’t pay higher

federal income taxes for the time being, but
Obama’s plans to enlarge the federal gov-
ernment could mean higher out-of-pocket
costs for individuals and businesses due to
legislation ranging from climate change to
health care reform.

Further, Democrats in Congress are deter-
mined to outbid even Obama in federaliz-
ing more programmes. For example, buried in
the energy bill the House will consider in
upcoming weeks is a provision giving the fed-
eral government new powers over local build-
ing codes, according to a recent Washington
Post editorial. And based on the Democrat-
ic majority’s plans in a host of other areas,
there is a lot more to come.

But one thing is clear: tax cuts don’t fit
into the White House’s long-term fiscal pic-
ture. Liberal budget experts already argue
that, given the grim fiscal realities, cutting
taxes would be “irresponsible.” How can we
reduce revenues given all our obligations and
a sea of red ink?

Many still think Obama will pivot at some
point and get serious about the deficit. But
new federal programmes and regulations
develop stakeholders and interest group sup-
port. Like dandelions, they tend to multiply
rather than go away on their own. And the
president’s PAYGO gambit won’t make
much of a difference either.

Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, said the
plan is a “fig leaf to appease those who say
they support fiscal discipline but continue to
vote for more spending.”

Finding fuel for new economic growth is
Obama’s larger challenge. Reducing the tax
burden is more than just ideological symbol-
ism; it’s an important tool to propel economic
growth. With an enlarged public sector, and
tax cuts off the table, we run the risk of enter-
ing a fiscal death spiral: a sluggish economy
means shrinking tax revenues, producing
even larger deficits and debt.

Financing these growing obligations also
means higher interest rates, which hampers
economic growth even more. It’s hard to see
how the current path doesn’t lead to higher
taxes to close budgetary gaps, which again, is
a reverse Reagan outcome.

Reagan believed tax cuts served not only as
a stimulus for economic growth, but as a tool
to keep the size of the federal government in
check. Obama is trying the antithesis. By
growing the size and reach of Washington
he makes tax cuts seem like an impossible
dream —truly a nightmare for those who
agree with Ronald Reagan’s belief that a
bloated federal leviathan is inconsistent with
both fiscal stability and economic growth.

(This article was written by Gary Andres-
c. 2009 Hearst Newspapers).

PLP leaders
miss point
yet again

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Obama is the opposite of Reagan
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

The Opposition displayed complete contempt for the police
when they prevented an officer from carrying out his duty in the
House last Wednesday.

Not only did they defy the Speaker, but they rendered the
policeman impotent in a very public and humiliating way, and
put themselves above the law.

What’s even more shocking is the former national security
minister took part in the debacle.

If the Opposition wanted to talk about the very sad death of
a 15 year old in prison, they should have called a press confer-
ence after it became clear both sides wouldn’t give consent to
sideline the Budget exercise. They did not need the protec-
tion of Parliamentary privilege to say what they had to say.

If they’re clever, they can raise the matter when they speak
in the Budget debate. Or, they can put it on the agenda to
deal with at a later date.

The whole episode was ridiculous and there are better ways
to score political brownie points.

If the opposition can do their own thing and thumb their nose
at authority, why shouldn’t the public?

Their behaviour typifies the tragedy of the Bahamas.
No wonder we live in a lawless society.

ATHENA DAMIANOS
Nassau,
June 8, 2009

House uproar
epitomises why
the Bahamas is
lawless society

EDITOR, The Tribune.
When we were kids there

seemed to be a game of some
sort on most days —  marbles,
spin the top, "rounders", rug-
by, etc. In most of these games
there was usually someone who
decided that the rules that had
been agreed the day before did
not suit him on that particular
day, usually because he was not
winning by the established rules
so he wanted to change them.

I was reminded of those days
when I read The Tribune
Thursday morning and was
shocked, but not surprised, to
learn that MP Glenys Hanna-
Martin created an uproar in
Parliament because she want-
ed to "raise an issue of public
importance." She was denied
this opportunity because the
rules state that she was required
to have previously served notice
in Parliament that she intended
to bring up the matter.

She was asked to take her
seat and she refused to do so.
That too is not surprising. The
real shock followed when the
Speaker asked the Sergeant-at-
Arms to remove her from the
House and the other members
on her side of the House sur-
rounded her to prevent the
police from doing their duty.

Can we really be surprised
when so many young Bahami-
ans believe that the rules apply
to everyone else except them?

Most of us can recall a simi-
lar "incident of shame" in 1965,
which again proves the old
adage that "the fruit does not
fall far from the tree."

SIDNEY SWEETING, DDS
Nassau,
June 11, 2009

Breaking
the rules
to suit

          



DECLARING it one of the
most important causes on the
national agenda, Scotiabank
(Bahamas) Ltd pledged $25,000
for two years to support the
revitalisation of historic Nas-
sau.

The funds will support the
Downtown Nassau Partnership,
the public-private board
charged with overseeing a
major transformation and revi-
talisation of the Bay Street area.

“Scotiabank is proud to part-
ner with the Downtown Nassau
Partnership in the effort to pre-
serve and revitalise historic Nas-
sau, a matter we consider one of
the most significant on the
national agenda,” said Barry J
Malcolm, managing director.
“Scotiabank’s commitment to
downtown Nassau has been
part of our history since the first
Scotiabank branch at Bay and
Frederick Street opened a lit-
tle more than 50 years ago.

“Today, our Bahamas head-
quarters remain in the heart of
the city on Rawson Square and
we have another branch at
number one Bay Street. We
have watched this city with its

unique architecture and natural
beauty flourish and we have
watched its decline, but we
know that this is a typical pat-
tern for downtown and we
believe that the many efforts
over recent years have paved
the way for what we believe will
be a true transformation. We
are excited about this effort and
proud to be part of it.”

Co-chair of the Nassau
Tourism Development Board
Charles Klonaris said: “The
revitalisation of downtown Nas-
sau would not be possible with-

out the support of private sector
stakeholders like Scotiabank.
With their continued support
and with government’s contin-
uing commitment, the city will
be revived, restored and
renewed for the betterment of
residents and visitors alike.”

Recent steps toward revitali-
sation include the enactment of
the City of Nassau Revitalisa-
tion Act, 2008; the creation of
the DNP and appointment of
its managing director Vaughn
Roberts; and the selection of
local architect Jackson Burn-

side to prepare a master plan
for phase one of the improve-
ments.

Plans are also underway to
move commercial shipping out
of the heart of the city and con-
duct a major harbour dredging
exercise.
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"I vex because of all these
mammoth sized craters – not
pot holes, craters – which
seem to be popping up all
over Nassau causing me to
almost bust my tyre one night!
I mean, I drive at the speed
limit but when it dark and you
can't see these canyons it's a
driving and safety hazard! I
scared my bumper ga fall off
or my tyre ga bust because of
the slackness going on in the
streets. 

"Even the prime minister
said these ditches in the mid-
dle of the road got to go –
them people at Ministry of
Works need to get it together
before they cause serious
injury or damage to people
cars man."

–Concerned Driver

"I vex at these health-care
professionals who have the
nerve to
have a
s i c k - o u t
when our
country is
in a finan-
cial crisis! I
understand
that you
w a n t
h e a l t h
insurance
and other
b e n e f i t s
but there
are a lot of
p e o p l e
who ain'
got no
insurance,
or job, or
paycheck
to take
home at
night. 

"I think
it is very selfish of these nurs-
es to put people's health at
risk – they could have had
demonstrations on their lunch
hour, or when they off-duty
and still go to work to serve
the public. I bet these same
people would be hot mad or
worse if when they need
surgery, the doctors tell them:
'No, we on strike'. I say bring
in more of them Filipinos let
them tend to our sick, cause
these people ain't serious."

– Sick and tired

"I am vex because of one
story in another paper where
persons are trying to eliminate
the constitutional budgetary
allocated educational grant of
some $500 per each Bahamian
private school student while
the government school stu-
dent is allotted some $3,000.
As a parent of a private school
student, I sacrifice to pay fees
to assist my child, country and
government in providing a
diverse, competitive, academ-

ic, religious, enriching envi-
ronment to bring forth future
Bahamian citizens and to
employ teachers and person-
nel in both private and gov-
ernment schools. 

"My taxes go to pay for
teachers, personnel, equip-
ment and premises in both pri-
vate and $2,500 extra for gov-
ernment schools, and it is dis-
criminatory for government
in a constitutional budget allo-
cation to treat my private
school Bahamian student less
than that of a Bahamian gov-
ernment school student –
especially using my taxes!"

- Vex Voter.

"I vex because I received a
very disturbing e-mail at work
concerning Miss Bahamas
Universe. It was a picture of
Miss (Kiara) Sherman after
she was crowned with the run-

n e r s - u p
behind her.
To my cha-
grin and
complete
disgust, the
photo had
been doc-
tored to
l e n g t h e n
the split in
her dress
upward.

"It takes
a hell of a
lot of
courage for
y o u n g
ladies to
participate
i n
pageants,
not to
m e n t i o n
the time
s p e n t

grooming of not just their out-
ward appearances but also of
their characters in preparation
for the pageant. These ladies
aspire to represent our coun-
try, the Bahamas, as best they
can. While Miss Sherman was
not my choice for Miss
Bahamas Universe, I com-
mend her and the other par-
ticipants nonetheless. 

"Our fellow Bahamians
claim to have national pride
but that pride has been lost
each time a Bahamian brother
or sister sent that despicable e-
mail on to a few others! Miss
Sherman can now be consid-
ered a National Symbol, to
which a certain amount of
honour should be given.
Shame on you Bahamas!"

– Disappointed and Dis-
gusted!

Are you vex? Send your
complaints to whyyouvex@tri-
bunemedia.net or fax them to
328-2398.

Immigration policy
paper is completed

THE Immigration Depart-
ment has completed a policy
paper on the transit of persons
across Bahamian borders, Min-
ister of State for Immigration
Branville McCartney told par-
liament.

The document also deals with
persons intending to work and
remain in the country, and
addresses the need for change
in the Department, Mr McCart-
ney said during debate on the
national budget.

“The paper, once approved
by Cabinet, will be easily read,”
he said. “It will bring clarity to
the many questionable concerns
and address all those areas often
deemed ambiguous and vague.”

The budget for the Immigra-
tion Department is $15,607,472
for fiscal year 2009-2010.

“Improved and outstanding
customer service is a priority of
the new mandate given to the
new directorate,” said Mr
McCartney. “In recent months,
the department has given much
attention to this area.”

He said plans are underway

to devise a plan of action to
effectively address customer
service.

It will provide for the training
and retraining of staff, identifi-
cation of customer friendly
employees to deal with the pub-
lic, and reconfiguration of cus-
tomer service areas.

“It is imperative that the
department reconfigure its
offices so as to deal effectively
with customers’ needs,” said Mr
McCartney.

It is envisaged that during fis-
cal year beginning July 1, adjust-
ments will be made to the inte-
rior of the Hawkins Hill build-
ing to allow better customer ser-
vice, he said.

Plans are also underway for
major developments at the
Freeport, Grand Bahama office.

The department plans to
launch its website this Septem-
ber. The public will be able to
download application forms and
deal with other matters online.

“Education and public rela-
tions are the tools that will keep
the public informed,” Mr
McCartney said. “Therefore
brochures and pamphlets are
being designed for publication
which will keep readers and
applicants abreast and knowl-
edgeable about the depart-
ment.”

Scotiabank aids downtown revival
BRANVILLE MCCARTNEY

Website to launch
during September

WHY YOU VEX?
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These claims were neither
confirmed nor denied by ACP
Hanna yesterday. 

A police source on the island
said the suspect is not accused
of having sex with any of the
students. 

"(The employee) was inter-
viewed in reference to making
sexual advances towards some
students," said the source. 

According to reports from
the island, at least one of the
students involved in the case
reported the allegations to a
school official earlier this week
who informed Ministry of Edu-
cation officials in Nassau. 

Education Director Lionel
Sands said he was apprised of
the police investigation on
Thursday and immediately
placed the suspect on leave,
pending the results of the police
probe. 

"The Ministry is waiting for
the conclusion of the police
investigation but until then the
(suspect) has been placed on

administration leave," he told
The Tribune.

When asked to confirm the
details surrounding the alleged
incidents, Mr Sands said he
could not as he was "awaiting
full details from the district
superintendent."  

The concerned parent who
contacted The Tribune said
many parents in the Lower
Bogue area were fuming over
the allegations and were disap-
pointed that the matter had not
been reported to the press. 

The parent claimed the
employee was suspended from
the school around two weeks
ago.  

Police were said to have
interviewed more than a dozen
students at the high school over
the past few days.  

It is unclear when, or if, the
suspect will be charged with an
offence.  

School Principal Sheena Dun-
combe said she was not pre-
pared to make a statement on
the allegations but confirmed
the employee was not at the
school.

even be caught physically harm-
ing themselves.

Once at-risk children are
identified, Social Services steps
in, calling on the children and
their parents to attend the
department’s Community
Counselling and Assessment
Centre.

“We don’t play when it
comes to these things. Any sign
is taken very seriously,” said
Mrs Duvalier.

The assistant director said
that once the situation is
revealed to children’s parents,
the majority are “very con-
cerned” although in many cases

still unwilling to make a link
between their own behaviour
and their child’s condition.

Once assessment has been
undertaken, the children —
with the permission of their par-
ents — are admitted to the
Sandilands Rehabilitation Cen-
tre to undergo further treat-
ment.

How long they remain in the
institution depends on the
severity of each individual case.
Once released, they continue to
be monitored in school.

Social Services officials also
work with parents to “help
them realise the part they play”
in their children’s trauma.

“So far we haven’t had repeat
cases,” said Mrs Duvalier.

Defence Frece officers joined
the search, and dog units were
flown in from Nassau.

But after three days of
searching, there has been no
sign of the missing youngsters.

Dangelo lives in Andros with
his grandparents, and his

younger brother Marcelo, who
lives in Nassau with his parents,
was visiting when the children
went missing.

Anyone who may have any
information about the missing
brothers should call Crime
Stoppers immediately on 328-
TIPS (8477). 

All calls are free and confi-
dential.

traffic violation in May.
He is wanted by police for questioning in connection with alleged

unnatural sexual intercourse with two former male students. 
The Attorney General’s Office is working with US authorities to

have Birbal extradited to the Bahamas.

FROM page one

Parent fury on
abuse claims

FROM page one

Defence Force
joins missing
boys searches

FROM page one

FROM page one

Child abuse
cases increase

Alleged abuse at other
Grand Bahama schools

As part of its efforts to
achieve complete literacy in the
Bahamas, Project Read
Bahamas has launched a com-
puter lab and related reading
programme.

Founded in 1991 by the
Rotary Club of East Nassau,
Project Read has helped more
than 1,000 Bahamians join the
world of the functionally liter-
ate, free of charge.

Donated by Sunshine Com-
pany Holdings Ltd, Project
Read Bahamas’ computer lab
boasts 10 computers in cubicles,
internet access and headphones

for privacy.
The project’s directors say the

computer lab is a particularly
important milestone, as it allows
them to offer the Computer
Aided Literacy (CALS) Pro-
gramme.

CALS not only addresses
reading issues but also provides
math tutoring as well, allowing
students the rare opportunity
to read, learn math skills and
become computer literate at the
same time.

Brian Moodie, Rotary Club
president and chairman of Pro-
ject Read Bahamas’ board of

directors, said he is extremely
grateful for Sunshine’s gener-
ous donation.

“Sunshine Holdings was
more than pleased to assist the
people of the Bahamas in their
quest for literacy and encour-
ages more corporate citizens to
donate to Project Read
Bahamas as it provides an
essential service to the coun-
try’s development,” he  said.

He noted that with an esti-
mated one in four Bahamians
unable to read well enough to
function properly in society,
Project Read Bahamas per-

forms a “vital service” by pro-
viding a confidential environ-
ment where adults can learn to
read . . . “with the assistance of
volunteer tutors who share their
time and expertise at no cost to
the student.”

Project Read Bahamas, locat-
ed on Village Road south of
Queen’s College, welcomes all
adults in need of reading assis-
tance to join the programme at
no cost.

Anyone interested in helping
with the effort is also welcome
to volunteer as tutors are always
in demand.

Computer laboratory
to aid literacy initiative

DR Leon Higgs of the Ministry of Education cuts the ribbon, watched by John Haughton, vice-chairman of Project Read, Arthurlue Rahming,
administrator, and Brian Moodie, chairman

By FABIOLA SANCHEZ
Associated Press Writer

CARACAS, Venezuela
(AP) — Venezuela’s Health
Ministry said Friday it banned
sales of Coca-Cola Zero
because the company failed
to declare that the no-calorie
soft drink uses an artificial
sweetener allegedly harmful
to health.

Health officials said tests
show the cola contains sodi-
um cyclamate. Coca-Cola Co.
disputes that, saying the prod-
uct sold in Venezuela uses dif-
ferent artificial sweeteners.

Cyclamate is not prohibited
in Venezuela. But the min-
istry said the company failed
to report sodium cyclamate
as an ingredient in Coca-Cola
Zero.

Venezuela bans Coke product
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Junior tourism minister 
proves to be true beauty

THE Ministry of Tourism
and Aviation’s Grand Bahama
office is throwing even more
support behind Joanna Brown,
the island’s Junior Minister of
Tourism, now that she has won
the Miss Bahamas World Beau-
ty Pageant.

Through the Tourism Today
Travel Club, which the Ministry
of Tourism has established in
many schools throughout the
Bahamas, students learn the
workings of the tourism, travel

and hospitality sector.
As part of the programme, a

series of competitions deter-
mine the Junior Minister of
Tourism for major islands. 

The junior minister then rep-
resents the island at various
important functions and nation-
al events.

Karenda Swain, co-ordinator
of the Tourism Today Travel
Club in Grand Bahama, said it
was clear from their first meet-
ing that Ms Brown had  enough

confidence to be a good repre-
sentative of the island.

She said Ms Brown demon-
strated that she had the intelli-
gence and skills to accomplish
great things.

“It is evident that Joanna skil-
fully combined her experience
and intellect with charm and
beauty and became the coun-
try’s proud winner of the title
Miss Bahamas World,” Ms
Swain said.  

“She is indeed an excellent

person, a practising Christian
and a tremendous role model
for other young ladies. 

“Grand Bahama is very
proud of its Junior Minister of
Tourism, who is celebrated
nationally for her talent and
beauty.”

Ms Brown is a recent gradu-
ate of Bishop Michael Eldon
High School and has been
accepted into the Ministry of
Tourism’s new summer employ-
ment programme.

JOANNA BROWN
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n By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

DESPITE struggling to win
their opener against Haiti,
women’s national volleyball
team captain Kelsie Johnson
likes the position the Bahamas
is in at the second round of
the 2010 FIVB World Cham-
pionships Qualifying Tourna-
ment.

Avenging their loss from the
2006 Caribbean Volleyball
Championships here at the
Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium, the
Bahamas rallied for a 25-23,
25-21, 22-25, 22-25, 15-11 deci-
sion Thursday night at the
Wildey Gym in Barbados.

“It was a tough hard fought
match because it was our first
time playing together from
2008,” said Johnson of the last
CAV.

“I think the cobwebs are
gone and we will be a different
team tonight (when we play
Barbados) because Cherise
and I didn’t have a great match
like we expected us to have.
So the Bajan team didn’t see
us at full strength.”

While Johnson and the
Rolle sisters (Cherise and

Krystel) didn’t perform as well
as anticipated, Melinda Bast-
ian, one of the two collegiate
players on the team, stepped it
up and scored a game high 23
kills with three blocks and an
ace.

Last night, the Bahamas
played Barbados in Pool A
final match-up as the two
undefeated teams determined
who they will play when they
cross over in the playoffs that
get started today.

Based on what she’s seen

so far, Johnson said the
Bahamas not only has a good
chance of qualifying for the
next round of the World
Championships, but they are
in an unique position to win
this round.

“We’re sitting in an excel-
lent position. The first goal was
to get the win because you
don’t want to go up against
Barbados in their home town
being down,” she pointed out.

“So getting the win was
more a morale booster for us,
knowing that they defeated us
in ‘06 to get the bronze. So get-
ting the win, it will relax us
even more.”

The women are hoping to
join the men, who two weeks

ago advanced to the next
round when they finished sec-
ond in Kingston, Jamaica with
an upset win over Jamaica in
the playoffs.

The women, however, will
have to finish in the top three
and could either play Jamaica
or St. Lucia when they get to
the playoffs.

“We can either see our-
selves winning or finishing sec-
ond,” Johnson projected.

Now that they have
achieved their initial goal,
Johnson said they know that
they have to step up their
game because they can’t afford
to get into the same situation
in the playoffs that they found
themselves in against Haiti.

Johnson ‘likes’ team’s position
n By BRENT STUBBS

Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

VETERAN Leroy
Thompson has won a New
Providence Softball Asso-
ciation men’s champi-
onship title with just about
every team that he pitched
on.

Switching from the
champions D’s Truckers to
the youthful PriceWater-
House Stingrays during the
off-season, Thompson
threw a neat two-hitter
with six strike outs in a 16-
0 whitewashing over the
Royal Bahamas Defense
Force Commodores.

It was the lone game
played Thursday night at
the Baillou Hills Sporting
Complex as the ladies’ fea-
ture game between the
Sigma Brackettes and the
Proper Care Pool Lady
Sharks was rained out
after the first inning.

While Thompson was on
his game on the mound,
second baseman James
Clarke almost had a per-
fect plate appearance in his
four at bats as he finished
3-for-4 with a run batted
in and three scored to lead
their offensive attack.

“Our game plan tonight
was to come out and make
a statement,” said Clarke,
who helped in their 12-hit
attack that forced the
Commodores to switch
starter Terrance Culmer
with center-fielder Ramon
Storr in the fifth.

“We just wanted the
league to know that we
could play head-to-head
with any team and with the
addition of Leroy on the
mound, we can be as com-
petitive as anybody else.”

The win improved the
Stingrays’ record to 3-1,
while the Commodores
dropped to 2-1.

After taking a 1-0 lead
in the second on Ghandi
Williams’ run-producing
single that plated Clarke,
PriceWaterHouse went on
an offensive tear in the
third.

They marched 11 batters
to the plate and came up
with six runs on as many
hits, highlighted by an RBI
single from Clarke, a two-
run double from both
Lavaughn Ferguson and
Godfrey Burnside Jr. as
well as an RBI single from
Greg Jones.

In the fourth, the
Stringrays struck for three
more, thanks to Luton
Delancy’s RBI ground out
and Burnside Jr’s second
two-run double, extending
their margin to 10-0.

And in the fifth, Price-
WaterHouse once again
batted around the clock
producing another six-run
assault, this time on
Jameiko Sands’ RBI triple
and Burnside Jr’s RBI sin-
gle.

The Commodores, who
only got three batters on
base, didn’t perform any-
where near their capabili-
ties, according to Storr.

“We didn’t have people
playing good defence and
we didn’t hit the ball and
that resulted in the loss,”
Storr pointed out.

Storr was the first
Defence Force player to
reach base on a one-out
single in the first. In the
second, Alex Hailey led off
with a single and stole sec-
ond. And in the third, Shi-
mon Bain touched first on
an error.

But in each instance,
neither batter was able to
get past second base as
Thompson totally shut
down their offence, includ-
ing retiring the side in
order in the fourth and the
fifth, the latter on three
strike outs.

Tonight's schedule: 7 pm
Robin Hood Hitmen vs
Young Breed. 8:30 pm
Commando Security
Truckers vs Thompson
Heavy Equipment.

Stingrays rout
Comodores 16-0

Stuggles to second
round of FIVB qualifiers

THE Bahamas' Melinda Bastian and captain Kelsie Johnson forming a double block against Haiti's Sainvilia Aubert. 
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n By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

IT wasn’t the way Bianca ‘BB’ Stuart
had intended to complete her collegiate
eligibility.

The Southern Illinois senior completed
her final appearance at the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Out-
door Championships yesterday with a 14th
place finish in the women’s long jump.

She only soared 5.87 metres for the 14th
and final position in the final of the wom-
en’s long jump. The winning jump was
6.54 metres by Kimberly Williams, a
sophomore from Florida State.

In the preliminaries, Stuart had the 11th
best jump of 5.85 to qualify for the final.

Also on Thursday, Auburn University’s
sophomore sprinter Cache Armbrister and
University of Miami’s junior Kristy Whyte
both qualified for the final of the women’s 200 metres.

Armbrister placed fourth in heat one of the semifinal in 23.22 for eighth place
overall, while Whyte came in fifth in the second heat in 23.27 for the ninth and final
spot.

In the preliminaries earlier in the day, Armbrister got third in the fourth of five
heats in 23.76 to qualify in the 11th spot. Whyte, competing in heat five, was
fourth in 23.76 for 17th overall.

Jernise Saunders, a senior at Portland State, also closed out her collegiate
career when she finished fifth in heat five in 24.15 for 22nd, but it wasn’t good
enough for her to advance to the semis.

In the men’s 200 preliminaries, Karlton Rolle ran 21.95 for sixth place. But the
freshman at the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) ended up 25th
overall and he too failed to advance.

Whyte and Rolle all competed on their relay teams, but neither advanced out of
the prelims.

In the women’s 4 x 100, Whyte ran on the second leg of Miami’s team that got
third in heat two in 44.44 for 10th overall. Rolle also ran the second leg for
UCLA men’s 4 x 1 team that placed fifth in heat two in 39.77 for 14th overall.

The women’s 4 x 4 team from Auburn, without Armbrister, ran 3:35.47 for fourth
in heat three for 12th overall as they too failed to advance.

It’s now down to just Armbrister and Whyte in the 200 final that was held last
night.

Meanwhile, overseas, a number of our elite athletes were in competition.
At the Meeting de Montreuil, Shamar Sands, the national 110 metres hurdles

national record holder, picked off a victory in that event in 13.45, well ahead of
American Jeff Porter in 13.54.

Sands was the lone Bahamian at the meet, but at the Festival of Excellence in
Toronto, Canada, two quarter-milers were in action.

Andrae Williams, who has ran the second fastest time for a Bahamian this
year, clocked 45.72 for third place in the men’s 400. American Olympic champi-
on LaShawn Merritt stopped the clock in 44.83.

And in the women’s 400 at the Varsity Stadium at the University of Toronto,
Christine Amertil got third place as well in 52.29. The winning time was 51.44 by
American Shana Cox.

Stuart makes final appearance
at NCAA Outdoor Championships

A SMALL team of eight Kung Fu
athletes went to Orlando recently to
compete in the 11th annual Interna-
tional Chinese Martial Arts Cham-
pionships (ICMAC).

They were led by 4th degree black
belt Lynden French and 1st degree
black belt Kent Bazard, and are stu-
dents of the Bai Sung Institute 'Four
Wings of Kung Fu,' an internation-
ally recognized system founded by
Bahamian Grandmaster Kenneth P.
Lewis.

"The group did very well, espe-
cially the kids," French said. "They
worked very hard."

Each of the athletes placed in at
least one event and the team came
home with three gold, two silver and
four bronze medals. The team also
won a giant title best performance
by a foreign Kung Fu school, beating
out Italy, Puerto Rico, France and
Canada.

The event was hosted by Master
Nick Scrima and is a part of an inter-
national competition circuit. It host-

ed over 2,000 competitors, judges
and spectators at each event.

In December, the Bahamas will
host the first ICMAC event outside
of the United States at the Atlantis
Resort and will become host for the
yearly World Championships starting
in 2010.

"The Bahamas ICMAC will be a
world class Kung Fu competition and
the finale on the international cir-
cuit," Bazard said. "The circuit will
include Washington, Las Vegas, San
Diego, Japan, Italy and Costa Rica.
All of the competitors will come to
our country for the grand champi-
onships."

The Four Winds System hopes to
win the support of local sponsors and
the Ministry of Sports.

"We need support to make an
international impression of the talent
we have here in the Bahamas,"
Bazard said. "This December,
though, will be another chance to
prove to the world that we are small,
but we are the best."

Bainca Stuart

Eight member Four Wings kung fu
team back from 11th annual ICMAC

PICTURED from left to right are Ku-Ya-Shu Kiara Johnson, Shu Shu Obryan
Thurston, Ming Shu Joshua Ferguson. Second row from left are O Gao Tao Lyn-
den French (senior instructor), Gao Gough Ramond Miller, Gao Gough Jamal
Key and Ming Shu Santerrio Johnson.
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n SWIMMING
SANTA CLARA, Calif. 
Associated Press

MICHAEL Phelps has
easily qualified for the 200-
meter butterfly final at the
Santa Clara International
Grand Prix.

Phelps touched in 1
minute, 57.45 seconds, mak-
ing him the fastest qualifier
for Friday night’s final in the
outdoor pool. The 14-time
Olympic gold medalist owns
the world record of 1:52.03
that he set at the Beijing
Games.

He blew away his competi-
tion in the morning prelimi-
naries, swimming 0.44 sec-
onds faster than Samuel
McGraw, the second-leading
qualifier.

Phelps is competing in his
second meet since his three-
month suspension by USA
Swimming ended last month.
He was penalized after a pho-
to surfaced of him using a
marijuana pipe.

Phelps back in
competition in
Santa Clara

Falcons release
suspended QB
Michael Vick

n TENNIS
BIRMINGHAM, England 
Associated Press

MARIA Sharapova reached
her first semifinal in more than
a year by defeating Yanina
Wickmayer 6-1, 2-6, 6-3 Friday
at the Aegon Classic.

The former top-ranked play-
er struggled with her serve in
the second set, but regained
her stride in the third to break
her 19-year-old opponent twice
for a 5-1 lead.

Sharapova had 11 double-
faults with a remodeled serve
to protect her shoulder, which
required surgery last year and
sidelined her for 10 months.

“I kind of lost the momen-
tum and made more errors
than I would have preferred,
and she gained confidence
from that,” Sharapova said.
“When you give her time, she

plays very aggressively. And
once she had broken me, she
kept swinging away and came
up with some great shots.”

Sharapova next plays Li Na,
the former Wimbledon quar-
terfinalist from China who beat
Stefanie Voegele 6-3, 7-6 (3).

The other semifinal will pit
Magdalena Rybarikova against
Sania Mirza.

Mirza reached only her sec-
ond semifinal in two years with
a 6-1, 7-6 (4) win over Melinda
Czink, while Rybarikova
defeated Urszula Radwanska
6-3, 6-3.

Mirza recently recovered
from a wrist injury, and was
encouraged by her perfor-
mances in Birmingham.

“I’m happy to be competing
and winning some matches,”
Mirza said. “The wrist is
healed, which is the biggest
positive out of this.”

Sharapova defeats Wickmayer to reach semifinals

SPORTS
INBRIEF

RUSSIA'S
Maria Shara-
pova reaches
to return shot
during her
women's third-
round tennis
match against
Francesca
Schiavone of
Italy at the
Aegon Classic
in Birming-
ham, England,
Thursday,
June 11, 2009.
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n FOOTBALL
ATLANTA
Associated Press

THE Falcons have
released suspended quarter-
back Michael Vick, opening
the door for him to sign with
any interested NFL team.

Vick is eligible to immedi-
ately sign with a team even
though he has not been rein-
stated by NFL commission-
er Roger Goodell.

Falcons general manager
Thomas Dimitroff said the
team relinquished its con-
tractual rights to Vick on Fri-
day.

“Michael remains sus-
pended by the NFL,” Dim-
itroff said. “However, in the
event NFL commissioner
Roger Goodell decides to
reinstate Michael, we feel his
best opportunity to re-engage
his football career would be
at another club.”

The move was no surprise.
“Everybody always knew

that Mike wouldn’t be play-
ing with the Falcons,” Vick’s
agent, Joel Segal, said. “He’s
really just taking it one day at
a time.”

The NFL had no comment
on Vick’s release.

Goodell has said he will sit
down with Vick after the
quarterback completes his 23-
month sentence on July 20
for running a dogfighting
ring.

“Michael’s going to have
to demonstrate to myself and
the general public and to a
lot of people, did he learn
anything from this experi-
ence? Does he regret what
happened?” Goodell said last
month at the NFL meetings
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
“Does he feel that he can be
a positive influence going for-
ward? Those are questions
that I would like to see when
I sit with him.”

Vick’s currently making
$10 an hour as a construction
worker for W.M. Jordan Co.
while he serves the final two
months of his sentence on
home confinement in Hamp-
ton, Va. He was released
from federal prison in Kansas
on May 20.

Even while making it clear
Vick had no football future
with the Falcons, Falcons
owner Arthur Blank has said
he would be available to
assist Vick.

“Our entire organization
sincerely hopes that Michael
will continue to focus his
efforts on making positive
changes in his life, and we
wish him well in that regard,”
Dimitroff said Friday.

Vick was the Falcons No. 1
draft pick in 2001. He played
six seasons with the team, but
the Falcons moved on by
making quarterback Matt
Ryan their No. 1 pick last
year. Ryan started every
game as a rookie and led the
Falcons to the playoffs.

NEXT weekend at the Thomas A.
Robinson Track and Field Stadium, the
Bahamas Association of Athletic Asso-
ciations will play host to athletes, coach-
es and delegates from 20 countries in
the 13th Central American and
Caribbean Age Group Championships.

At a press conference on Friday,
BAAA's president Curt Hollingsworth
and committee chairman Dr. Bernard
Nottage revealed plans for the champi-
onships that will run from Thursday-Fri-
day, June 16-17.

More than 160 athletes, the largest
number to ever participate in the region-
al meet held every two years, are expect-
ed to display their skills in the multiple
event competition in two different age
groups for boys and girls.

This will be the 13th time the meet
has been held and it is expected to be an
exciting one.

The four divisions to be contested are
as follows: Girls - 11-12 years old, Boys -
11-12 years old, Girls - 13-14 years old
and Boys - 13-14 year old

Team size is restricted to 3 athletes
per division to give a maximum team of
12 athletes per country.

The Bahamas will be represented by
the following:

Girls 11-12 - Jeorjette Williams and
Ieisha Taylor; girls 13-14 - Danielle Gib-
son and Pedrya Seymour; boys 11-12 -
Julis Nottage and Timothy Wilson and
boys 13-14 - Delano Davis from Grand
Bahama and Jerrio Rahming.

In the younger age group (11-12), ath-
letes will compete in 5 events:

Day One - 60 metres, high jump  and
Ball Throw

Day Two - Long Jump, 800m (Females

Only) and 1000m (Males only).
In the older age group (13-14), ath-

letes will compete in 7 events:
Day One - 80 metres, shot put, high

jump and long jump.
Day Two - 60 metre hurdles (Females

only), 80 metre hurdles (males only),
Ball Throw, 1000 metre (females only)
and 1200m (males only).

Each athlete competes for points in
each event in his/her division; points are
totaled to give an overall divisional win-
ner. The event stimulates great compe-
tition and enthusiasm, with athletes dis-

playing their talents in several different
disciplines.

The meet has been held twice before
in the Bahamas, in 1987 and 2001. It has
also marked the start of an athletic
career for many of the outstanding elite
athletes in the region today. The most
famous of those is our own "Golden
Girl" Debbie Ferguson McKenzie, who
competed twice in CAC Age Group
when she was a student at Oakesfield
Primary School, she did well

in 1987 and even better in 1989 when
she was the overall winner.

The BAAA, along with the local orga-
nizing committee headed by Dr. Not-
tage, have gotten the financial backing
from the Ministry of Youth, Sports and
Culture are currently finalizing its plans
to ensure that the championships are
successful and memorable for all those
who participate.

The BAAA say they look forward to
the support of parents, family, friends,
coaches, local track and field fans, the
media and the public at large as they
come out to watch the meet and cheer on
the young athletes.

BAAA plays host to 13th Central American
and Caribbean Age Group Championships 

FACEOFF
BAAA National Open Track and Field Championships

IN today's segment of Face Off by the Bahamas
Association of Athletic Association's Public Relations
officers Kermit Taylor and Troy McIntosh, we focus
our attention on the top two female sprinters as they
prepare to lead the charge in the 100 and 200 metres
at the National Open Track and Field Champi-
onships, June 26-27 at the Thomas A. Robinson
Track and Field Stadium.

Chandra Sturrup

PICTURED are BAAA's president Curt Hollingsworth (left) and Dr. Bernard Nottage (right).

EVENT: 100/200/LJ
PERSONAL BEST: 10.84/22.33/22 
SEASON BEST: 11.18/23.33
HEIGHT: 5 4  (1.59m)
WEIGHT: 135 lbs (52 kg)
D.O.B. September 12th 1971
AGE: 37
FAVOURITE MOVE: Oliver Twist and any movie with Sir Sean
Connery
FAVOURITE FOOD: Lobster Lobeste
MOM'S NAME: Deborah Dean (deceased)
DAD'S NAME: Charles Sturrup
HOMETOWN: Nassau, Bahamas
NAME OF COLLEGE: Norfolk University, Virginia
NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL: R.M. Bailey
HIGH SCHOOL COACH: Steven Murray
COLLEGE COACH: Laverne Sweat
FAVOURITE FOOTBALL TEAM: none
FAVOURITE BASKETBALL TEAM: none
FAVOURITE TV SHOW: Days of Our Lives
HARDEST WORKOUT: 300m
EASIEST WORKOUT: Blocks

The diminutive Chandra Sturrup launched her international

career in 1996 finishing fourth in the Olympic 100m final and win-
ning silver in the 4x100m relay at the Atlanta Games. Further suc-
cesses followed: 100m gold at the 1998 Commonwealth Games
and 60m gold at the 2001 World Indoor Championships. She also
landed successive 100m bronze medals at the 2001 and 2003
World Championships in Edmonton and Paris.

Chandra Sturrup  is a Bahamian track and field sprint athlete.
She is a 100 m specialist and the Bahamian national record holder
for the women's 100 m dash with a personal best of 10.84 sec-
onds set in Lausanne, Switzerland on July 5, 2005.

Sturrup competed at the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing at
the 100 m sprint. In her first round heat she placed first in front of
Kelly-Ann Baptiste and Lina Grincikaite in a time of 11.30 to
advance to the second round. There she improved her time to
11.16 seconds and placed third behind Sherone Simpson and
Muna Lee. In her semi final Sturrup finished in fifth position with
11.22 seconds, causing elimination. However her fellow Bahamian
Debbie Ferguson did qualify for the final with the same time, but
she finished fourth in her semi final. This winter she has enjoyed a
real Indian summer, winning major international 60m races in
Lievin, Dusseldorf and Gent. Sturrup has an 18-year-old son.

Inducted in NCAA, Norfolk State University, and CIAA Hall of
Fame.

Debbie Ferguson-McKenzie
EVENT: 100/200
PERSONAL BEST: 10.91/22.31
SEASON BEST: 11.11/ 23.01
HEIGHT: 5 6  (1.69m)
WEIGHT: 139 lbs (63 kg)
D.O.B: January 16th 1976
AGE: 30
HOMETOWN: Nassau, Bahamas
NAME OF COLLEGE: University of Georgia, Atlanta
NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL: R.M. Bailey
HIGH SCHOOL COACH: Pancho Rahming
COLLEGE COACH: Norbert Elliott

Ferguson graduated from University of Georgia from where
she launched her senior athletic career since which she has
gained medals at the Summer Olympics, IAAF World Champi-
onship in Athletics, Commonwealth Games and Pan American
Games..

In 2002 she was appointed as an ambassador for the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. At the 2002 Com-
monwealth Games, England, she set the championship record in
the 100 m and in the 4◊100 m relay with the Bahamian team,
recording a personal best of 10.91 seconds in the individual
event.

At the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing she competed at the
100 m sprint. In her first round heat she placed second behind
Oludamola Osayomi in a time of 11.17 to advance to the second
round. There she won her series to qualify for the semi finals in a
time of 11.21, this time finishing in front of Osayomi. Despite fel-
low Bahamian Chandra Sturrup being unable to qualify for the
final with a time of 11.22 in the first semi final, Ferguson man-
aged to qualify with the same time as she finished fourth in her
race, while Sturrup finished fifth in hers. In the final Ferguson
came to 11.19 seconds, which was the 7th position.

She competed at the 2009 Manchester City Games, winning
the 150 m final in 16.54 seconds.
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Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today's
highs and tonights's lows.
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TAMPA
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Low: 75°F/24°C
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High: 88°F/31°C

Low: 78°F/26°C
High: 89°F/32°C

RAGGED ISLAND

Low: 76°F/24°C
High: 83°F/28°C

Low: 76°F/24°C
High: 85°F/29°C

Low: 74°F/23°C
High: 84°F/29°C

Low: 76°F/24°C
High: 87°F/31°C

Low: 79°F/26°C
High: 88°F/31°C

Low: 77°F/25°C
High: 86°F/30°C

Low: 78°F/26°C
High: 86°F/30°C

Low: 78°F/26°C
High: 90°F/32°C

Low: 81°F/27°C
High: 90°F/32°C

High: 87°F/31°C
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THE WEATHER REPORT
5-DAY FORECAST

Partly sunny, a
t-storm; breezy.

Cloudy, a couple of
t-storms; warm.

Partial sunshine. Clouds and sun, a
t-storm possible.

Mostly sunny with a
shower possible.

High: 88° Low: 79°
High: 88° High: 90° High: 89°

AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel

Plenty of sunshine.

High: 90°
Low: 79° Low: 79° Low: 79°

AccuWeather RealFeel
101° F

The exclusive AccuWeather RealFeel Temperature® is an index that combines the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure, and
elevation on the human body—everything that effects how warm or cold a person feels. Temperatures reflect the high and the low for the day.

86° F 111°-89° F 109°-87° F 112°-89° F 110°-86° F

Low: 79°

TODAY TONIGHT SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

ALMANAC

High .................................................. 88° F/31° C
Low .................................................... 75° F/24° C
Normal high ...................................... 87° F/30° C
Normal low ........................................ 74° F/23° C
Last year's high .................................. 90° F/32° C
Last year's low .................................. 79° F/26° C

As of 2 p.m. yesterday .................................. 0.57"
Year to date ................................................ 13.10"
Normal year to date .................................... 14.44"

Statistics are for Nassau through 2 p.m. yesterday
Temperature

Precipitation

SUN AND MOON

TIDES FOR NASSAU

Last New First Full

Jun. 15 Jun. 22 Jun. 29 Jul. 7

Sunrise . . . . . . 6:20 a.m.
Sunset. . . . . . . 8:00 p.m.

Moonrise . . . . . . . . none
Moonset . . . . 11:15 a.m.

Today

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

High Ht.(ft.) Low Ht.(ft.)
12:14 p.m. 2.3 6:09 a.m. 0.3

----- 6:19 p.m. 0.5

12:32 a.m. 2.4 6:48 a.m. 0.3
12:59 p.m. 2.4 7:10 p.m. 0.5

1:17 a.m. 2.3 7:30 a.m. 0.3
1:48 p.m. 2.5 8:05 p.m. 0.5

2:07 a.m. 2.2 8:17 a.m. 0.3
2:40 p.m. 2.6 9:05 p.m. 0.5

WORLD CITIES

Acapulco 93/33 79/26 pc 92/33 78/25 pc
Amsterdam 65/18 52/11 pc 68/20 54/12 r
Ankara, Turkey 81/27 50/10 s 75/23 45/7 s
Athens 86/30 68/20 s 85/29 66/18 s
Auckland 58/14 53/11 r 59/15 55/12 c
Bangkok 90/32 78/25 sh 91/32 78/25 pc
Barbados 86/30 77/25 sh 86/30 77/25 r
Barcelona 80/26 66/18 s 80/26 66/18 pc
Beijing 88/31 63/17 s 91/32 64/17 s
Beirut 77/25 72/22 s 79/26 74/23 s
Belgrade 78/25 56/13 pc 85/29 62/16 s
Berlin 68/20 48/8 s 75/23 52/11 pc
Bermuda 80/26 73/22 sh 80/26 73/22 sh
Bogota 63/17 46/7 r 64/17 47/8 sh
Brussels 72/22 57/13 pc 73/22 55/12 sh
Budapest 75/23 52/11 s 82/27 63/17 s
Buenos Aires 64/17 48/8 s 64/17 52/11 s
Cairo 98/36 75/23 s 98/36 74/23 s
Calcutta 106/41 84/28 pc 108/42 87/30 pc
Calgary 77/25 52/11 t 77/25 53/11 t
Cancun 91/32 73/22 pc 92/33 71/21 t
Caracas 83/28 71/21 t 82/27 71/21 t
Casablanca 91/32 70/21 pc 85/29 69/20 c
Copenhagen 68/20 47/8 pc 67/19 46/7 s
Dublin 64/17 48/8 r 63/17 46/7 sh
Frankfurt 74/23 52/11 pc 79/26 59/15 t
Geneva 83/28 57/13 s 80/26 62/16 pc
Halifax 66/18 46/7 pc 61/16 45/7 pc
Havana 88/31 71/21 sh 89/31 71/21 r
Helsinki 68/20 54/12 sh 59/15 46/7 r
Hong Kong 84/28 79/26 t 86/30 79/26 t
Islamabad 111/43 76/24 pc 109/42 77/25 c
Istanbul 80/26 63/17 pc 81/27 61/16 s
Jerusalem 81/27 60/15 s 84/28 62/16 s
Johannesburg 61/16 44/6 s 60/15 45/7 t
Kingston 86/30 77/25 t 88/31 78/25 sh
Lima 73/22 59/15 pc 72/22 58/14 pc
London 70/21 52/11 pc 68/20 54/12 sh
Madrid 97/36 64/17 s 86/30 63/17 sh
Manila 84/28 78/25 r 86/30 78/25 r
Mexico City 84/28 57/13 t 81/27 55/12 t
Monterrey 100/37 73/22 pc 100/37 75/23 s
Montreal 73/22 57/13 pc 72/22 61/16 c
Moscow 81/27 54/12 t 73/22 50/10 pc
Munich 72/22 49/9 s 82/27 59/15 s
Nairobi 80/26 57/13 r 79/26 59/15 sh
New Delhi 106/41 86/30 pc 104/40 84/28 pc
Oslo 57/13 45/7 c 55/12 43/6 s
Paris 79/26 61/16 pc 81/27 57/13 t
Prague 72/22 49/9 s 77/25 60/15 s
Rio de Janeiro 70/21 62/16 pc 70/21 62/16 s
Riyadh 104/40 82/27 pc 104/40 82/27 pc
Rome 86/30 64/17 s 85/29 64/17 pc
St. Thomas 86/30 79/26 sh 87/30 79/26 r
San Juan 72/22 38/3 s 69/20 36/2 pc
San Salvador 90/32 70/21 pc 85/29 73/22 t
Santiago 66/18 41/5 pc 54/12 37/2 r
Santo Domingo 85/29 74/23 sh 85/29 73/22 sh
Sao Paulo 60/15 50/10 c 62/16 54/12 s
Seoul 75/23 62/16 sh 76/24 56/13 sh
Stockholm 61/16 48/8 r 65/18 46/7 pc
Sydney 63/17 49/9 c 65/18 49/9 s
Taipei 88/31 77/25 r 84/28 74/23 r
Tokyo 77/25 66/18 pc 75/23 66/18 sh
Toronto 69/20 56/13 t 73/22 58/14 t
Trinidad 79/26 57/13 pc 84/28 61/16 pc
Vancouver 72/22 56/13 pc 71/21 54/12 pc
Vienna 74/23 56/13 s 80/26 68/20 s
Warsaw 63/17 45/7 sh 68/20 50/10 s
Winnipeg 72/22 47/8 s 78/25 55/12 s

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

Today Sunday

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunder-
storms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice, Prcp-precipitation, Tr-trace

TODAY'S U.S. FORECAST

MARINE FORECAST
WINDS WAVES VISIBILITY WATER TEMPS.

NASSAU

FREEPORT

ABACO

Today: SE at 10-20 Knots 2-3 Feet 4-6 Miles 82° F
Sunday: SE at 6-12 Knots 1-2 Feet 4-6 Miles 82° F
Today: SE at 10-20 Knots 2-4 Feet 4-6 Miles 81° F
Sunday: SE at 6-12 Knots 1-2 Feet 4-6 Miles 81° F
Today: SE at 8-16 Knots 2-3 Feet 4-6 Miles 81° F
Sunday: SE at 6-12 Knots 1-2 Feet 4-6 Miles 81° F

U.S. CITIES

Albuquerque 88/31 61/16 pc 88/31 60/15 pc
Anchorage 65/18 52/11 pc 67/19 51/10 pc
Atlanta 88/31 69/20 t 90/32 74/23 t
Atlantic City 78/25 59/15 t 76/24 62/16 pc
Baltimore 81/27 62/16 t 80/26 60/15 pc
Boston 66/18 56/13 pc 66/18 56/13 c
Buffalo 70/21 51/10 t 75/23 55/12 pc
Charleston, SC 92/33 73/22 t 93/33 73/22 t
Chicago 73/22 52/11 r 73/22 53/11 pc
Cleveland 72/22 49/9 t 74/23 55/12 pc
Dallas 97/36 77/25 t 97/36 76/24 s
Denver 72/22 50/10 t 76/24 51/10 t
Detroit 73/22 55/12 t 75/23 56/13 pc
Honolulu 87/30 74/23 s 87/30 75/23 s
Houston 96/35 77/25 s 96/35 77/25 pc

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

High Low W High Low W
F/C F/C F/C F/C

Today Sunday Today Sunday Today Sunday

Indianapolis 80/26 63/17 t 79/26 58/14 pc
Jacksonville 94/34 72/22 t 93/33 74/23 pc
Kansas City 81/27 66/18 t 79/26 63/17 t
Las Vegas 87/30 66/18 pc 90/32 69/20 pc
Little Rock 92/33 73/22 t 93/33 74/23 pc
Los Angeles 70/21 58/14 sh 70/21 58/14 r
Louisville 84/28 66/18 t 84/28 66/18 t
Memphis 89/31 74/23 t 93/33 74/23 t
Miami 89/31 78/25 t 88/31 77/25 t
Minneapolis 79/26 59/15 pc 80/26 60/15 s
Nashville 85/29 66/18 t 88/31 71/21 t
New Orleans 91/32 74/23 s 93/33 75/23 pc
New York 78/25 61/16 t 77/25 61/16 pc
Oklahoma City 92/33 74/23 t 96/35 70/21 pc
Orlando 94/34 74/23 t 93/33 75/23 t

Philadelphia 80/26 62/16 t 78/25 62/16 pc
Phoenix 94/34 74/23 s 97/36 75/23 s
Pittsburgh 76/24 55/12 t 75/23 55/12 pc
Portland, OR 77/25 56/13 c 73/22 56/13 pc
Raleigh-Durham 90/32 68/20 t 90/32 68/20 t
St. Louis 84/28 69/20 t 85/29 65/18 t
Salt Lake City 69/20 56/13 t 75/23 55/12 t
San Antonio 97/36 76/24 s 98/36 76/24 s
San Diego 67/19 62/16 sh 66/18 63/17 r
San Francisco 68/20 56/13 pc 67/19 54/12 pc
Seattle 77/25 55/12 c 71/21 53/11 pc
Tallahassee 95/35 72/22 pc 95/35 73/22 pc
Tampa 92/33 76/24 t 92/33 77/25 t
Tucson 93/33 67/19 s 95/35 67/19 s
Washington, DC 84/28 64/17 t 82/27 65/18 pc

UV INDEX TODAY

The higher the AccuWeather UV IndexTM number, the
greater the need for eye and skin protection.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2009

Cold

Warm

Stationary

Fronts

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and
precipitation.  Temperature bands are highs for the day. 
Forecast high/low temperatures are for selected cities.
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YOUNG entrepreneurs will get an
opportunity to expand their horizons
and develop new perspectives on
entrepreneurship at the upcoming
Business Builders Immersion work-
shop. 

The goal of the three-day work-
shop – scheduled for June 15 to 17 at
the British  Colonial Hilton – aims
to encourage young Bahamians to
seriously consider entrepreneurship
as a career option. 

The guest speakers at the work-
shop, including Doongalik Studios
CEO Jackson Burnside, all have
practical experience operating a busi-

ness, said the organisers. 
“My vision is to bring together

young Bahamian entrepreneurs and
business professionals to share their
experiences in the world of business,”
said co-ordinator Sharell Ferguson,
an MBA graduate of Howard Uni-
versity.

“My partners, all peers of mine,
specialise in a wide range of skills,
including, human resources, market-
ing, law, agriculture, the fashion
industry, accounting, finance, enter-
tainment, business consultation and
counselling. I desired to create an
opportunity where youth can learn

from those who are making strides
of success in their own industries
locally and abroad. I believe that we
need to help each other succeed.” 

Farenno Ferguson, CEO of iKonz
Media Group, said attendees can
expect an informative session. 

"I plan to share ways in which they
can find effective means of increasing
their marketability in any career field
and especially in the new media mar-
ket which is now booming.”

BBI will offer interactive sessions
for attendees, including developing
business plans, vision and mission
statements, branding personal and

corporate image, and networking
opportunities. 

Speakers include Sharell Ferguson,
CEO Beyond The Veil Group of
Companies; Farenno Ferguson, CEO
iKonz Media Group; Tyrinna Neely
CEO, Primadona Sales; Shenique
Gray, CPA; Kenneth Moncur,
Kemis.Net; Franklyn Miller, the
Ghostbuster; Khrystle Rutherford,
LLB; Timothy Blair, agricultural spe-
cialist; Kendria Strachan, marketing
manager; Charmin Lotmore, MBA,
partner, PBC Group; Rekeno Car-
roll, CPA; Nekeino Brice, CPA, part-
ner, Island Purchasing Group.

Workshop to give young
a head start in business

Venezuela:
Coca-Cola Zero
has harmful
sweetener

In brief

n CARACAS, Venezuela

VENEZUELA’S Health
Ministry said Friday it
banned sales of Coca-Cola
Zero because the company
failed to declare that the no-
calorie soft drink uses an
artificial sweetener allegedly
harmful to health, according
to the Associated Press.

Health officials said tests
show the cola contains sodi-
um cyclamate. Coca-Cola
Co. disputes that, saying the
product sold in Venezuela
uses different artificial
sweeteners, Acesulfame-K
and Aspartame.

Cyclamate is not prohibit-
ed in Venezuela. But the
ministry said the company
failed to report sodium
cyclamate as an ingredient in
Coca-Cola Zero when it
received its initial health
permit to begin selling the
drink in April.

Coca-Cola is “failing to
comply with sanitary
norms,” the ministry said in
a statement published in the
newspaper Ultimas Noticias.
The ministry urged
Venezuelans to refrain from
trying the drink, saying it is
“considered harmful to the
health.”

The U.S. prohibits the use
of cyclamates in human food
because of health safety con-
cerns. Sales of Coca-Cola
Zero elsewhere in Latin
America have met with
resistance over the use of
cyclamate.

Rosy Alvarez, a spokes-
woman for Coca-Cola Servi-
cios de Venezuela, told The
Associated Press on Thurs-
day that “no ingredient of
Coca-Cola Zero is harmful
to peoples’ health.” But the
company is complying with
Venezuela’s ban and has
begun halting production,
she said.

n MEXICO CITY

A RULING party may-
oral candidate in Mexico’s
richest city told his support-
ers that drug traffickers have
contacted all leading politi-
cal contenders in the country
seeking their loyalty ahead
of congressional and local
elections next month,
according to the Associated
Press.

Mauricio Fernandez’s dis-
cussion with a group of sup-
porters in a suburb of Mon-
terrey — a leaked recording
of which was broadcast
throughout Mexico on Fri-
day — is a remarkably frank
description of how the brutal
gangs try to control political
leaders, which is a key con-
cern of President Felipe
Calderon in his fight against
drug cartels.

The candidate also
acknowledged that the Bel-
tran Levya cartel controls
drug smuggling in his city of
San Pedro Garza and sug-
gested that as mayor he
would avoid confronting the
gang to maintain peace,
comments that undermined
Calderon’s drive to show
that the government and his
National Action Party, or
PAN, are tough on orga-
nized crime.

Fernandez’s campaign was
thrown into turmoil by the
recording, but he stood by
the comments, saying he was
merely telling the truth. He
denied meeting with any
traffickers during this cam-
paign and said he rejected
efforts by gangsters to buy
his loyalty when he ran
unsuccessfully for governor
of Nuevo Leon state six
years ago.

“I am stating the reality
that my city is living,” Fer-
nandez told MVS Radio. “I
don’t have any reason to
hide it.”

PAN had no immediate
comment on the recording,
nor was it clear how the gov-
ernment would react.

Calderon has acknowl-
edged that corrupt police
and elected officials are a
major obstacle in his fight
with organized crime. Feder-
al forces last month arrested
10 mayors in the president’s
home state of Michoacan for
alleged drug gang ties.

Mexico candidate:
Drug gangs contact
all hopefuls

FIREWORKS MARK DAY OF RUSSIA

RUSSIA'S national flag is unveiled atop the Ostankino TV tower marking the Day
of Russia in Moscow, Russia, yesterday. The nation’s first president, Boris
Yeltsin, established the June 12 holiday after the Soviet breakup to mark the 1990
declaration of sovereignty by Russia's Soviet-era parliament.

FIREWORKS explode over the Kremlin, with St. Basil's cathedral, center, marking the
Day of Russia in Moscow, Russia.

CHILDREN enjoy a holiday and the warm weather swimming in a Moskva river, in
Moscow, Russia.

n UNITED NATIONS

THE U.N. Security Council
imposed punishing new sanc-
tions on North Korea Friday,
toughening an arms embargo
and authorizing ship searches
on the high seas in an attempt
to thwart the reclusive nation’s
nuclear and ballistic missile
programs, according to the
Associated Press.

The unanimous support for
the resolution reflected inter-
national disapproval for recent
actions by North Korea, which
defied the council by conduct-
ing a second nuclear test on
May 25 and heightened global
tensions with recent missile

launches that raised the
specter of a renegade nuclear
state.

North Korea has repeatedly
warned that it would view new
sanctions as a declaration of
war, but it boycotted Friday’s
vote — in sharp contrast to the
October 2006 Security Council
meeting where sanctions were
imposed after the country’s
first nuclear test. Then, the
North Korean ambassador
immediately rejected the res-
olution, accused council mem-
bers of “gangster-like” action
and walked out of the council
chamber.

U.S. Ambassador Susan
Rice, who shepherded the res-

olution through two weeks of
complex and sometimes diffi-
cult negotiations, told
reporters in Washington that
the administration was “very
pleased” with the council’s
“unprecedented” and “innov-
ative” action.

She cautioned that North
Korea could react to the reso-
lution with “further provoca-
tion.”

“There’s reason to believe
they may respond in an irre-
sponsible fashion to this,” she
said.

North Korea said Monday
in its main newspaper that it
would respond to any new
sanctions with “corresponding

self-defense measures.” On
Tuesday, the North said it
would use nuclear weapons in
a “merciless offensive” if pro-
voked.

The resolution seeks to
deprive North Korea of
financing and material for its
weapons program and bans
the communist country’s lucra-
tive arms exports, especially
missiles. It does not ban nor-
mal trade, but does call on
international financial institu-
tions to halt grants, aid or
loans to the North except for
humanitarian, development
and denuclearization pro-
grams.

China and Russia, the

North’s closest allies, support-
ed the resolution, but stressed
that it did not authorize the
use of force against North
Korea, a key demand by both
countries. Diplomats said dur-
ing the negotiations both coun-
tries pushed to ensure that the
measures not hurt ordinary
people in North Korea who
face daily hardships.

Russia’s U.N. Ambassador
Vitaly Churkin called the
North’s repeat nuclear test “a
serious blow” to efforts to pre-
vent the proliferation of
nuclear weapons and said the
resolution was “an appropri-
ate response,” targeted at the
weapons programs.

UN imposes tough new sanctions on N Korea

Sergey Ponomarev/AP Photos
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