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rormer prison officer 

charged With murder 
Jerome Bethel 
appears in court 
over stabbing 
death of 

councilman 
@ By NATARIO McKENZIE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

A FORMER prison officer 
was remanded to Her 
Majesty’s Prison yesterday fol- 
lowing his arraignment on a 
murder charge. 

Police have charged Jerome 
Bethel, 36, of Greenway Drive 
in the February 11 stabbing 
death of Gary Harold Gar- 
diner. 
Gardiner, 49, a North 

Andros local councilman was 
reportedly stabbed to death 
on Williams Drive off Cow- 
pen Road around 9 pm 
Wednesday. 
According to initial police 

reports, the deceased and 
another man got into a verbal 
altercation that turned violent 
in a yard on Williams Drive. 

WEST 
a bs 

At some point during the row, 
Gardiner was stabbed multi- 
ple times about the body. Gar- 
diner died at the scene of the 
incident. 

His death marked the ninth 
homicide this year. Gardiner’s 
relatives described him as a 
calm and giving person. 

The other man involved in 
the altercation later drove to 
the East Street South Police 
Station it was reported. 

Bethel, who appeared 
before Chief Magistrate 
Roger Gomez in Court 1, 
Bank Lane yesterday after- 
noon was not required to 
enter a plea to the murder 
charge. 

A preliminary inquiry will 
be held to determine whether 

SEE page six 
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escorted from Court 5. Several police officers had to restrain the men and 
separate them from each other in the skirmish. 

mr 
Cl
ar
ke
/T
ri
bu
ne
 

st
af

f 

Bank Lane yesterday. 

Six arrested 
in connection 

with seizure 
of cocaine 

m@ By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

POLICE arrested six men in 
connection with the seizure of 
$6 million worth of cocaine 
from the second Haitian vessel 
intercepted in the area of Great 
Inagua earlier this week. 

Police, Royal Bahamas 
Defence Force officers and US 
officials found more than 300 
kilos of cocaine on the second 
boat. The second seizure came 
shortly after police confiscated 
400 kilograms of cocaine, worth 
about $8 million, from a 77-foot 
wooden Haitian vessel off 
Inagua around 9 am the same 
day. 

The second find brings the 
total amount of cocaine found 
on the two boats to $14 million. 

This brings the total number 
of arrests for both drug busts 
to 12; five men and one woman 
were arrested in connection 
with the first seizure. 

SEE page six 

  
JEROME BETHEL, 36, of Greenway Drive, is escorted to Court One, 

Man dies 
in pool of 
ICU ay 

m@ By TANEKA 
THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@ 
tribunemedia.net 

A MAN died in his 
employer's pool at a home 
on Eastern Road yesterday 
morning in what police are 
investigating as a drowning 
incident. 

Up until press time last 
night the man, who is a gar- 
dener believed to be in his 
late 40s to early 50s, was 
identified by residents on the 
scene as “Willy”. The inci- 
dent occurred at a home 
immediately east of High 
Vista Drive. 

Eastern Road resident Jay 
Albury, who helped pull the 
drowned man out of his 
neighbour's pool, said 
around 10.15 am he heard 
his neighbour's pool cleaner 
screaming that someone was 
floating at the bottom of the 

SEE page six   

Convicted 
thief makes 
a dash for 
freedom 

Man attempts to escape 
after being sentenced 
A CONVICTED thief’s 

dash for freedom ended 
quickly on Bank Lane yes- 
terday as he was taken 
before a magistrate who 
added an additional year 
to his four-year prison 
term for the daring 
attempt. 

Shortly after Magistrate 
Derrence Rolle sentenced 
Carlos Holbert to four 
years in prison yesterday, 
the 21-year-old darted out 
of court 5, Bank Lane and, 
according to eyewitnesses, 
jumped several feet from 
the top of the steps to the 
pavement in his attempt to 
avoid prison. 

Police on Bank Lane, 
however, quickly captured 
Holbert who was subse- 
quently escorted back   

before Magistrate Rolle. 
Holbert, who had been 

convicted for stealing from 
a vehicle and was sen- 
tenced to four years in 
prison, was ordered to 
serve an additional year in 
jail for attempting to 
escape. 
On the charge of steal- 

ing from a vehicle, court 
dockets state that Holbert 
on July 23, 2008, while at 
the Blue Hills sporting 
complex stole from a 2000 
Ford Escape, a black bag 
valued at $50, a $35 girls 
watch, two pairs of glasses 
valued at $400 and other 
personal items belonging 
to Rose Ferguson. 
Prosecutors say that 

Holbert was convicted of a 
similar offence last year. 

Redundant employees criticise 
resort for hiring foreign workers 

m@ By MEGAN REYNOLDS 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net 

REDUNDANT hotel employees criticised 
Sandals Royal Bahamian Resort for hiring 
foreign workers to do their jobs less than two 
months after their positions were terminated. 

But the Cable Beach hotel maintains the 12 
foreigners are interns from the Surinam 
School of Hospitality carrying out a three 
month training exercise in various depart- 
ments. And Minister of Labour Dion Foulkes 

Dion Foulkes 

  

understands the trainees are not being paid for their work. 
Nevertheless, the presence of non-Bahamians joining the hotel 

staff raised suspicion among the 150 employees who lost their jobs 
in December. The former employees shared their views in a press 
conference held by the Bahamas Hotel Maintenance and Allied 
Workers Union (BHMAWU) at the House of Labour, Wulff 
Road, Thursday. 
BHMAWU president Lynden Taylor said: “They have foreign 

SEE page six 

Grand Bahama readers 
want Tribune to return 
m@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport 
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - Grand 
Bahama readers are requesting 
the return of The Tribune news- 
paper, which has been delivered 
for more than 40 years to the 
island. 

The Tribune office in 
Freeport has been inundated 
with calls from loyal readers 
since last Wednesday when 

  

NASSAU AND BAHAME ISLANDS” LEADING NEWSPAPER 

delivery was officially discon- 
tinued to Grand Bahama. 

“T miss The Tribune, that’s 
all I read, we love The Tri- 
bune,” said a woman caller. 

Due to the increased cost of 
air transport, newspaper deliv- 
ery by Bahamasair was discon- 
tinued to Grand Bahama, main- 
land Eleuthera, Exuma, 
Crooked Island and Long 
Island. 

The Tribune is now available 

SEE page six
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Wilchcombe speaks out on new Police Force Act 
@ By ALISON LOWE 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
alowe@tribunemedia.net 

IT is the role of the media to “med- 
dle and interfere” in order to keep 
politicians honest, MP for West End 
and Bimini Obie Wilchcombe said. 

Criticising the tendency of some 
politicians to use their influence to fill 
public service jobs with “political 
appointments”, Mr Wilchcombe said 
it is the media’s job to ensure elected 
officials do not “manipulate the process 
of good governance.” 

The MP and former tourism minister 
was contributing to the debate on the 
second reading of the Police Force Act 
2009 on Wednesday in the House of 
Assembly. 

“Throughout the country, from the 
police force to the civil service and 
throughout every ministry of the gov- 
ernment political appointments are evi- 
dent. We go so far as shelving perma- 
nent secretaries if they do not speak 
our political language,” said Mr Wilch- 
combe. 

“T ask this question: How will we 
ever be ready to play a role in the ever- 
changing global order if we dumb 
down the process and turn every posi- 
tion that is influenced by government 
into a political appointment? 

“There is room in government for 
political appointments, but we should 
steer clear of polluting the entire ser- 
vice with political hacks, political pimps 
or political misfits. I am diametrically 
opposed to such behavior.” 

the vote on the Police Force 2009 Act, 
citing that provision seven, which seeks 
to limit the tenure of the police com- 
missioner and deputy commissioner, 
is unconstitutional because it removes 
their “security of tenure” and allows 
undue influence by the executive, the 
party said. 

The government strongly opposed 
this argument, stating that it has “no 
sound legal basis” and adding that 
appointing commissioners of police on 
a shorter contractual basis is a prac- 
tice followed in many Commonwealth 
countries, including the United King- 
dom and Australia. 

Speaking out against any politicisa- 
tion of the civil service or the police 
force, Mr Wilchcombe said that filling 
public service roles with people on this 

Bahamas’ readiness to join the global 
stage in the way that it should. 

“The media must keep the politi- 
cians honest. The media must meddle. 
The media must investigate, the media 
must not be afraid to expose those 
issues that contemplate the destruc- 
tion of the orderly development of 
nation and our people. 

“Mr Speaker, the media could stop 
politicians from interference, from 
manipulating the process of good gov- 
ernance. The politicians will not in all 
cases keep themselves honest. It is the 
media — the people’s voice — that 
must,” he added. 

The MP charged that both political 
parties “must carry some guilt of hay- 
ing used of having used naked power to 
misuse and abuse the power of gov- 

  

   

    

   

                            

FREEPORT - An 11-month 
project came to fruition on 
Thursday with the official open- 
ing of the new bridge at the 
Lucayan National Park in east- 
ern Grand Bahama. 

The event, attended by gov- 
ernment officials and Bahamas 
National Trust representatives, 
was greatly anticipated as the 
bridge is expected to play a vital 
role in the tourism product of 
Grand Bahama. 

In attendance were Colonel 
John Blashford-Snell and Cap- 
tain John Hinchliffe - both 
instrumental in creating the 
original nature walk and foot- 
bridge at the park. 

Deputy Prime Minister Brent 
Symonette said: “The govern- 
ment of the Bahamas believes 
that our need for economic 
development must be kept in 
proper balance with the need 
to secure protection of the envi- 
ronment, including the biologi- 
cal diversity of our islands.” 

He said there are plans in 
place to establish four or five 
new protected areas through- 
out the Bahamas and that the 
opening of the new bridge is 
“an excellent example of how 
development and conservation 

The PLP ultimately abstained from 

can and do co-exist in our coun- 
try for the benefit of all.” 

The new structure replaces 
an older bridge that was com- 
pleted in 1987 through a joint 
effort by local volunteers and 
Operation Raleigh 
(www.raleigh.org.uk). 

Colonel Blashford-Snell was 
closely involved in the original 
project. He said: “It was a won- 
derful friendship between the 
people of Grand Bahama. We 
worked all over the Bahamas 
trying to help the National 
Trust. And indeed, we wish 
them well because they are pre- 
serving the heritage of these 
islands that is unique and so 
important for the coming gen- 
erations.” 

Bahamas National Trust pres- 
ident Glenn Bannister said the 
bridge is a vital component to 
the Grand Bahama tourism 
product. 

“Tt is very important to bring 
our visitors out into nature. This 
kind of experience will bring 
them back, over and over 
again,” Mr Bannister said. 
“That is why we take particular 
interest in this project, and that 
is why it is so gratifying to have 
this opening in Grand 

Bahama.” 
Chairperson for the Grand 

Bahama region of the Bahamas 
National Trust Karin Sanchez 
shared the Trust’s plans for the 
park. 

“The bridge covering the 
creek is just one of the first 
things,” she said. “We would 
like to build a visitor centre here 
so that visitors to the park will 
fully experience it as a great 
place to come and enjoy the 
beauty of our island and our 
environment.” 

The 22-year-old original 
bridge was severely damaged 
during the hurricanes that 
struck Grand Bahama in 2004. 
As the condition of the bridge 
worsened, it became necessary 
to close it for safety reasons. 

The new bridge, which spans 
Gold Rock Creek, features a 
large covered observation deck. 

The bridge was constructed 
by local contractor Hartley 
Lowe of Bahamas Engineering 
and Dock Company Limited at 
a cost of around $230,000. 

It was financed by a $100,000 
contribution from _ the 
Bahamas National Trust and 
donations by corporations and 
individuals. 
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ernment.” Obie Wilchcombe 

WHILE attending the official opening of the new bridge at Lucayan National Park, a group of government and 
Bahamas National Trust (BNT) officials toured the caves which are part of the protected area in Grand 
Bahama. L-R: Karin Sanchez, Chairperson, Grand Bahama Region, BNT; Robin Symonette, Honourary Secre- 
tary of the BNT; Brent Symonette, Deputy Prime Minister of the Bahamas: Earl Deveaux, Minister of the Envi- 
ronment; Glenn Bannister, President of BNT: Neil McKinney, Deputy President of BNT; Lynn Gape, Deputy 
Executive Director of BNT: and, Eric Carey Executive Director BNT. 
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THE RIBBON cutting at the official opening of the new bridge at Lucayan National Park was conducted by 
Colonel John Blashford-Snell of Operation Raleigh and Bahamas National Trust Administrator and Educa- 
tional Liaison Cecilia Bodie. Shown, L-R with students of Freeport Primary School are: Glenn Bannister, 
President, Bahamas National Trust; the Honourable Neko Grant, Minister of Public Works and Transport; 
Colonel Blashford-Snell; (at back) Eric Carey, Deputy Director, Bahamas National Trust; Ms Bodie; Deputy 
Prime Minister of the Bahamas the Honourable Brent Symonette; and Minister of Housing the Honourable 
Kenneth Russell. 

Local churches to provide counselling 

during worsening financial crisis 
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TEN church leaders are to 

co-operate in a bid to counter 
growing despair among 
Bahamians over the worsen- 
ing financial crisis. 

Their churches will be 
thrown open as counselling 
centres as the economy tight- 
ens and more people are 
thrown out of work. 

On Monday, a group of pas- 
tors will announce their plans 
at a press conference to be 
held at New Covenant Bap- 

tist Church. 
Bishop Simeon Hall, who 

said he has had to counsel 
nine potential suicides over 
the past week, told The Tri- 
bune that an “ecumenical” 
approach is being taken to the 
problem. 
“Church leaders of all 

denominations will be taking 
part,” he said. 

“We are going to collabo- 
rate on running crisis coun- 
selling centres because of the 

MAIN SECTION 

Local News 

Editorial/Letters. .......... 

Pipe. So o,0nhe 

ote rrecaer reac reeer reer ias P4 

CLASSIFIED SECTION 40 PAGES 

USA TODAY WEEKENDER 8 PAGE     

4 ee 

Bishop Simeon Hall 

problems now being faced by 
ordinary Bahamian families.” 
He said other churchmen 

had been counselling poten- 
tial suicides in recent days. 

“T have had nine, but most 
wanted someone to talk to in 
an effort to ease their trou- 
bles. I think only two actually 
needed psychiatric help.” 

TROPICAL 
EXTERMINATORS 

eee UE 
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Staff leave posts 
after problem 
with office air 
conditioning 
STAFF at the Post 

Office headquarters on 
East Hill Street decided 
to leave their posts yes- 
terday morning after a 
problem with the air- 
conditioning system 
left a bad odour 
throughout parts of the 
building. 
According to Assis- 

tant Postmaster Robert 
Sumner, staff gathered 
outside the building 
until around 11.30am 
when the problem was 
fixed. 

He said “water 
spilled” from the air- 
conditioning system 
sometime before people 
arrived at work for that 
day. 

“It did have an odour, 
(but it was) cleaned up 
in a short period of 
time,” he said. 

  
DIRECTOR OF IMMIGRATION Jack Thompson walks through the 
Straw Market yesterday. 

m@ By ALEX MISSICK 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

IMMIGRATION officials 
paid an unannounced visit to 
the Straw Market yesterday 
to remind vendors that they 
will continue to search for 
illegal immigrants working 
in the market. 

Director of Immigration 
Jack Thompson said his team 
also wanted to check up on 
what is going on in the Straw 
Market. 

Strategise 
“We will identify certain 

locations and certain sites for 
ourselves and we will then 
know how to strategise and 
how to move from there,” 
Mr Thompson said. 

He said it is important that 
his officers not apprehend 

Greg and Tanya Cash can file appeal against declaration 
@ By NATARIO McKENZIE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

JUSTICE campaigners Greg and Tanya 
Cash are allowed to file an appeal in the 
Court of Appeal against a declaration nam- 
ing them “vexatious litigants”. 

In a short ruling handed down yester- 
day morning, Senior Justice Anita Allen 
said that the couple did not need leave of 
her court to appeal the order. 

The couple were declared vexatious liti- 
gants by Justice Allen on January 12 and 
intend to appeal the order. Justice Allen 
had ruled that the couple be barred from 
continuing any legal action or having any- 
one initiate any proceedings on their behalf. 

She said that the couple could initiate 
proper proceedings with leave of the court. 

The Attorney General's Office had filed 
an application in Supreme Court against 
the couple, seeking a court ruling that they 
be barred from taking any further legal 
action because most of their actions are 
vexatious and amount to an abuse of the 

Greg and Tanya Cash 

  

court’s process. 
Justice Allen’s written ruling stated that 

“there are no provisions in the Supreme 
Court Act which declare such a ruling final, 
nor are there provisions in the Court of 
Appeal Act, which prohibits the institu- 
tion of such an appeal or require the leave 
of the Supreme Court to institute such an 

To the Love of My Life: 

As I reflect upon the short time I’ve been privileged to know You, 

I can’t help but marvel at how lucky | must be. 

Lucky to actually be around one the likes of You, 

And amazed You'd share Your love with someone like me! 

So as others prepare their chocolates, flowers and cute teddy bears, 

I'll take a slightly different approach to which I hope You will like. 

And publish these words even amidst my shy fears, 

And tell the whole world why You are the Love of my life... 

| know | certainly didn’t deserve all the times You were there for me, 

All those many times You would nurture and care for me. 

Especially considering instances when I didn't fully respect You, 

Circumstances that led me to tum away and even neglect You! 

But never once did You ever get fed up and make Your retreat, 

Even after months of my filling Your head up with my unbelief. 

Unbelief in Your uncanny ability to bring order to my lowly existence, 

So I thank You for not leaving me even amidst this foolish resistance. 

But instead You stood by me, and in doing so made me ten times stronger, 

You took the fear from inside of me, and now [’m frightened of love no longer. 

I thank You so much for being the best thing to ever happen in my life, 

And that’s why You are and will always be the ultimate Love of my life... 

Tenderness, gentleness, warmth, compassion, 

Thoughtfulness, benevolence, unmatched affection: 

! You are the personification of all that is perfection... 

So Happy Valentine's Day to the one and only Love of my life, 

Happy Valentine's Day to my one and only Jesus Christ... 

VV9 

(Written by a man afier God's own heart) 

Bless God Forever !!! 

appeal.” 
Following the ruling Mrs Cash gave 

thanks to God for the latest development in 
their favour. 

The Cashes have waged a six-year legal 
battle against the Baptist education author- 
ities. 

The matter stems from the alleged 
wrongful dismissal of Mr Cash from his 
job as a physical education teacher at Jor- 
dan Prince William High School in October 
2002. 

Since then, he and his wife have made a 
number of allegations, including that their 
human and constitutional rights were 
breached. 

The Cashes made headlines last Octo- 
ber when President of the Court of Appeal 
Dame Joan Sawyer ordered Mrs Cash to 
either publish an apology for scandalising 
the court or be jailed for contempt. 

Mrs Cash refused to publish an apology. 
However, she was not jailed for contempt 
as a differently constituted court said that 
the issue was “done with.” 

someone every time they 
enter the market, so as to 
avoid creating the impres- 
sion that they are “all about 
raids”. 
“Sometimes you just want 

to go and survey, see what is 
happening and get a feel for 
things. 
“You can not operate 

immigration from Hawkins 
Hill’s fourth floor; sometimes 
you have to come on the 
ground,” Mr Thompson said. 
“We got some complaints 

from a few taxi drivers that 
there are a number of other 
locations to be checked such 
as Potter’s Cay dock, further 
downtown, and we will sur- 
vey the areas,” he said. 

Mr Thompson said that as 
the efforts to weed out illegal 
immigrants progress, he is 
hopeful that the public will 
continue to support the 

Immigration officials 
visit the Straw Market 

department. 
“When the people see that 

you are actually trying and 
that you want to do things 
right, they notice. 

“There were a few in there 
who didn’t want to raise their 
heads and say good morning, 
so it is the little things 
that these random walka- 
bouts point out to us,” he 
added. 
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HUGH JOHN ARTHUR COTTIS 
ISTH OCTOBER 1930 - 14TH FEBRUARY 2008. 

Well loved educator & community leader 

“A man is loved not for how tall he stands 

but for how often he bends to help, comfort and teach.” 

Rest In On ugh 

Remembered by his wife, Sylvia; son, Gregory; 

all family members & friends  
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Redundant employees criticise 
resort for hiring foreign workers 

Grand Bahama 

readers want 

The Tribune 
to return 
FROM page one 

online a t 
www.tribune242.com and will 
be posted for readers by 2pm 
on the day of publication. 

There were mixed reactions 
from persons about the 
changes. 

One caller said that older 

FROM page one 

workers on the property in the same 
positions, right now. So a lot of people 
have a major problem with this.” 

He called on the Immigration Depart- 
ment to crack down on employers hiring 
foreigners when Bahamians are out of 
work. 

for one is good for the next one.” 
The union leader also criticised 

Labour Minister Dion Foulkes for failing 
to recognise the BHMAWU as a legal 
union, and for not calling a poll to allow 
hotel employees to choose membership 
in the BHMAWU or the Bahamas Hotel 
Catering and Allied Workers Union 
(BHCAWU), which is recognised by 
government and Sandals. 

been let go. 
But the Minister maintains the 

BHMAWU has not had an election of 
officers since its registration in 2001 for 
employees of the former Holiday Inn 
and Resorts International, and has failed 
to file annual returns as required under 
the Industrial Relations Act. 

The Minister said: “I have referred 
the matter to the Attorney General to 

Mr Foulkes is waiting for a ruling 
to be returned by the Court of Appeal 
before making a decision about the 
poll. 

Further criticism of Sandals by the 
BHMAWU president includes the sack- 
ing of three pregnant women, two of 
whom have not been offered their jobs 
back, according to Mr Taylor. 

But the Minister of Labour said San- He added: “They are all about the 
Haitians and Jamaicans, but don’t want 
to follow up these people for a major 
company — it’s ridiculous. What’s good 

Man dies in pool of employer 

persons enjoy reading the actu- 
al newspaper. 

“What about those elderly 
persons and adults who do not 
have a computer or know how 
to operate a computer.” 
However, another caller 

believes that the online Tri- 
bune would be beneficial to 

He further alleges many of the work- 
ers made redundant by Sandals were 
BHMAWU officers and should not have 

get a final determination on the matter 
and at that time I will issue a formal 
statement to the public.” 

dals has assured him that all three preg- 
nant women had been offered their jobs 
back without any change of status. 

Six arrested in connection 

with seizure of cocaine 
: Detective Corporal Adderley, police found the 

stndenis since Most Onn peo FROM Page one victim lying oa next 2 the pool. Police h a 1 

pl have ae sto the Ine He said EMS were called, who unsuccess- FROM page one eek ere cman 
“Tt is free and it would be pool. fully att wad it ie th ict significant drug seizures in 

5 AUR Epis OO Tes sei tate ie: ViCtins New Providence and the Fam- Assistant Superintendent 
Walter Evans said police 
believe the two drug busts are 
linked. ASP Evans said while 
the find was not the biggest in 
recent history, it was certainly 
one of the largest drug seizures 
in the southern Bahamas. 

The drugs and the people 
involved were expected to 
arrive in New Providence yes- 
terday morning. 

good for the environment 
because there would be less 
waste and less paper usage,” 
said the caller. 
Many persons hope that the 

newspaper will be able to 
return to Grand Bahama. 

“The Tribune has not aban- 
doned its loyal Grand Bahama 
readers and is particularly con- 
cerned about those who either 
do not have a computer or do 
not like to read a newspaper 
on line,” said Tribune publish- 
er Eileen Carron. “We are still 
exploring ways to get the daily 
newspaper to Grand Bahama. 
However, currently air trans- 
port is too expensive.” 

Former prison 

Officer charged 
FROM page one 

there is sufficient evidence 
against Bethel for him to 
stand trial in the Supreme 
Court. 

His attorney, Tai Pinder, 
asked the magistrate to 
order that Bethel be housed 
in the hospital section of 
Her Majesty’s Prison. 

She told the court that 
Bethel worked as a prison 
officer between 1995 and 
2001. The prosecutor 
Sergeant Sean Thurston 
asked that the case be 
adjourned to March 3 for 
the commencement of a 
preliminary inquiry in 
Court 1, Bank Lane. 

Bethel was remanded to 
Her Majesty’s Prison. 

He and the pool cleaner, Hubel Duncombe, 
rushed to his neighbour's pool where he saw the 
victim floating face down at the bottom of the 
pool, his broom next to him. 

"T pulled him to the (pool's) surface and the 
two of us pulled him out,” he said. 

According to Mr Albury, the victim was not 
breathing when he was pulled from the pool. 
When The Tribune arrived around 11 am 

yesterday, police were taking statements and 
the body was still at the scene. 

According to one of the investigating officers, 

"At this point in time, we can only assume 
that he would have drowned. We will await 
autopsy results to determine whether drowning 
was the cause or whether he might have been 
on some other substance," he said. 

He said foul play was not suspected and there 
were no signs of injury on the victim. Police sus- 
pect the victim may have been in the pool for at 
least 20 minutes. 

Detective Adderley said the victim would 
be taken to hospital to be officially declared 
dead. 

ily Islands over the past few 
weeks. 

Six people were arrested 
last week and have been 
charged in the seizure of some 
$200,000 worth of marijuana. 
Police also seized $3.75 million 
worth of cocaine in Freeport 
and $100,000 worth of 
marijuana in Andros this 
month. 

        Embattled Turks 
and Caicos 

premier to resign 
@ PROVIDENCIALES, 

Turks and Caicos 

Scotiabank donates 
funds to Mable Walker 

Primary School 
AS A part of its ongoing commitment to the [eg 

advancement of education in the Bahamas, | 
Scotiabank is supporting the efforts of grade | 
one and two teachers and students at the 
Mable Walker Primary School. 

The bank gave the school a financial dona- 
tion towards a mini-fair which is scheduled 
for February 14 on the school grounds. 

Shantel Hield, a grade two teacher and 
teacher of the year (2008-2010) at the Mable 
Walker Primary School, expressed her appre- 
ciation to Scotiabank for supporting this event. 
Mrs Hield said it is the school’s intent this 
year to give students as much exposure as 
possible and to encourage learning with a 
more hands-on approach. The proceeds from |! 
the mini fair will go towards financing a field 
trip to Busch Gardens which is a part of this 
years science curriculum. 

PICTURED IN THE PHOTO (L-R) are Shantel 
Hield, grade two teacher and teacher of the year 

2008-2010 at Mable Walker Primary School, and 
Kevin McKinney, senior manager of Scotiabank’s 

main branch. 

    
        
 

         
 
                                
 
                                   
 
                                                                     

PREMIER Michael Misick 
said Friday he will step down 
as leader of the Turks and 
Caicos at the end of March, 
citing a lack of support for his 
scandal-plagued government, 
according to Associated Press. 

The surprise announcement 
came hours after the 
Caribbean nation's deputy 
premier and finance minister 
resigned, citing differences 
with the colorful Misick, 
whose jet-set lifestyle has 
helped turned the Turks and 
Caicos into a celebrity hotspot 
but has fueled corruption alle- 
gations. 

"What the country and our 
party needs now more than 
ever is stability and certain- 
ty,” Misick said during a press 
conference in his office. "I 
have tried in recent weeks to 
create this. It now appears to 
me that the divide within the 
party is too deep." 

Misick said he would step 
down as party leader on Feb. 
28 and resign as premier on 
March 31. 

BAPTIST BIBLE CHURCH 
SOLDIER ROAD & OLD TRAIL 

‘Sunday School: 10am FUNDAMENTAL | 
Preaching tiam4& 7:30pm EVANGELISTIC 
Radio Bible Hour: 

Sunday Gpm - 2N5 2 

Wed, Prayer & Praise 7:20pm 

Share your news 
The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story. 

PasiorH. Mills 

“Preaching the Bible as is, bo men 44 they are” 

|Pasbor: HL Mills * Phone: 295-0563 + Box N-o622 | 

Grant’s Town Wesley Methodist 
Cc EN TRAL GOSPEL CHAPEL (Baillou Hill Rd & Chapel Street) RO.Box CB-13046 

CHRISTIE & DOWDESWELL STREETS * Tek 325-2921 The Holy Ghost Prayer-Line number is 326-7427 

(www.gtwesley.org) 

eee en — SUNDAY, FEBRUARY I5TH, 2009 
Elder Brentford Isaacs 7:00 a.m. Phillip Stubbs/Bro. Jamiko Forde 

Topic The Revelation Series” 11:00 a.m. Bro. Ernest Miller/Youth 
tone oe sak Hvasn verge a 7:00 a.m. Rev. Carla Culmer/Members-At-Large (HC) 

* Fivierat Prayer Mesting ater: TERI Tnreun it eaclaeria 

Come; joinius as we know Jesus Personally 
‘by listening and studying the Word of God 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

SUNDAY aoe 
Mi LT Vil : 

ibs “Casting our cares upon Him, for He cares for us” (1 Peter 5:7) 

» LIGHT AND LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Grounded In The Past & 

Geared To The Future 

Grace and ert Wesleyan erties 

ee eM ee ee eT 

Horth dmerica 

= 

WHERE GOD IS ADORED AND FFERD 

Worship time: lam & 7pm 

Sunday School: 9:45am 

Prayer time: 6:30pm 

Place: i 

The Madeira } 

Shopping Center 

Worship Tune: Efacm, & 6pm. 

Prayer Time: 001 5am, 

” Church Sehool during Worship oe 
ae at 7:30 p.m. 

Meeting 

Place: Twynam Heights 

off Prince Charles Drive 

athe MINISTRY 
ncdarys cot 8:30 cm, « ZS 1 - TEMPLE TIME M 

Visit Our Book Store: TEMPLE BIBLE & BOOK SUPPLY 

EVANGELISTIC TEMPLE 
Assembly Of God 

er ee Ve eee Ue ee cay Ld 
ORR RS Re eee aps 
a ee ee an 

Rev. Dr. Franklin Knowles 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 

Pastor: Rev. Dr Franklin Knowles 

P.O.Box EE-16807 
ay hone number 325-5712 

AIL - lynnk@ batelnet.bs 

Minister: Rev. Henley Perry 

P.O.Box S3-3631 
Telephone number: 324-2538 
Telefax number: 324.2587
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Sky Climbers ‘reaching for new heights’ 
m@ By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
alowe@tribunemedia.net 

AFTER proving a hit with 
school children across New 
Providence, Sky Climbers - a 
Paradise Island-based rock 
climbing experience - will be 
reaching new heights come Feb- 
ruary 21. 

The programme, funded by 
the Butch Kerzner Foundation — 
a charitable entity set up by the 
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GRAND BAHAMA - The management team at 
Pelican Bay at Lucaya joined in the jubilation of 
having one of its long-time staff members, Stan- 
ley Williams, walk away as Employee of the Year 
at the 13th Annual Cacique Awards. 

widow of the late son of Atlantis 
CEO Sol Kerzner — has been 
enjoyed by hundreds of Bahami- 
an children since it opened last 
September to schools and youth 
groups. 

Now, the free experience is 
extending its opening hours to 
include weekends and inviting 
all children between the ages of 
seven and 18 years and their par- 
ents to come and join the 
heights-scaling fun. 

Sky Climbers operations con- 
sultant Nick Sagar told The Tri- 

bune that he hopes children who 
participated with a group will be 
keen to pit themselves against 
the walls a second time, while 
those young people whose 
schools did not take part in the 
programme can now also test 
their agility. 

“We don’t want to stunt those 
kids who came before by say- 
ing, “You’re going to have to 
wait until next year when your 
class comes back to do it again’,” 
said he said. 

Mr Sagar, a accomplished 

  
Giovanni Sands, engineering manager; Marva 
Munroe, sales manager; Della Bridgewater, front 
office manager; Magnus Alnebeck, general man- 
ager; Julie Paice, purchasing manager; Patra 
Albury, financial controller, and Sybilene Coop- 

rock-climber, taught the 
demanding sport to the late 
Butch Kerzner, designing per- 
sonalised climbing walls which 
were installed in the former 
Atlantis Chief Executive’s home. 

With it having been such a 
passion of Mr Kerzner’s, his wid- 
ow, Vanessa Kerzner, wanted to 
see it become one of the activi- 
ties promoted to young people 
under the umbrella of the foun- 
dation named in his honour. 

Mr Sagar said the project has 
been an “incredible success” so 

far and he anticipates an even 
greater response when it opens it 
doors to another round of 
adventurous young Bahamians. 

Starting on February 21, any 
children within the specified age 
range interested in getting 
involved can turn up at the site, 
located on the grounds of the 
old Club Med resort on Paradise 
Island, and be accommodated 
on a first-come-first-served basis, 
said Mr Sagar. 

Those under 14 must be 
accompanied by a parent. 

Parents are also welcome to 
test their agility and strength on 
the walls. 

In 2008, 670 children partici- 
pated in the rock-climbing expe- 
rience. 

Schools are still being encour- 
aged to sign up for a session if 
they have not already. “We want 
to reach out to more schools,” 
said Mr Sagar. “It’s free and they 
just need to transport the kids 
to us.” 

Sky Climbers is open from 
9am - Spm. 

SHARING IN THE JOY 
OF A CACIQUE AWARD 

BAHAMAS ELECTRICITY CORPORATION 

VACANCY NOTICE 

INTERNAL AUDITOR 
INTERNAL AUDIT DEPARTMENT 

A Vacancy exists in the Corporation for an Internal Auditor in the Internal Audit Department. 

Responsibilities of the position include, but are not limited to the following: 

* Produces audit programs and submit the same for approval of the Chief Internal Auditor 

* Conducts complete risk assessment for areas being audited 
Mr Williams is a bell captain and a three-plus 

year employee at Pelican Bay. 
er, executive housekeeper. 

Missing are Melissa Carroll, revenue/reserva- 
Della Bridgewater, Pelican Bay's front office 

manager, said: "This is a great achievement for 
Stanley. We celebrate with him. | look forward 
to continued work with him. And with this 
achievement under his belt, | know that Stanley 
will Serve as an ever bigger Pelican Bay evange- 
list amongst guests and employees." 

The management team is pictured by the 
poolside at Pelican Bay at a press reception 
sponsored by the Grand Bahama Island Tourism 
Board, Ministry of Tourism and Pelican Bay to 
recognise Cacique winners and runners-up. 

Mr Williams (fifth from left) is flanked by (I-r) 

security. 

and golf. 

tions manager and Allan Scavella, director of 

Mr Williams hails from Abaco and is married. 
He and his wife Jane have five sons. He spends 
his spare time in church and playing basketball 

The Cacique Awards was a prime event during 
National Tourism Week. The purpose of the 
Cacique Awards is to recognise the roles played 
by those individuals and organisations whose 
performance or products have consistently 
made a positive impact on the quality and the 
growth of tourism in the Bahamas. 

Vice-Premier of the State Council of 
People's Republic of China to visit 

@ By LINDSAY THOMPSON 

  

HUI LUANGYJU, Vice- 
Premier of the State Council 
of the People’s Republic of 
China, will make an official 
visit to the Bahamas from 
Tuesday, February 17 to 
Thursday, February 19. 
Vice-Premier Hui will be 

received by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Brent Symonette 
and Ambassador of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China Hu 
Dingxian at the Lynden Pin- 
dling International Airport on 
Tuesday. 

The Vice-Premier will pay 
courtesy calls on Governor- 
General Arthur Hanna and 
Mrs Beryl Hanna at Govern- 

ment House and Prime Min- 
ister Hubert Ingraham at the 
Cabinet Office, Churchill 
Building. 

Mr Symonette and the Vice- 
Premier will participate in a 
signing ceremony in the Cab- 
inet Room of the Cabinet 
Office, which will be followed 
by an official dinner at 
Atlantis Resort on Paradise 
Island. 

On Wednesday, Mr Symon- 
ette, Bahamas Government 
officials, Vice-Premier Hui 
and his delegation will depart 
the Lynden Pindling Interna- 
tional Airport for Freeport, 
Grand Bahama. 
They will be received by 

government ministers, parlia- 
mentarians and officials and 

INSIGHT 
For the stories behind 

the news, read Insight 

on Mondays 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that CHAVAUGHNA McMASTERS 
of #48 DRAKE AVE., 
BAHAMAS 
Nationality and Citizenship, 

FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA, 
is applying to the Minister responsible for 

for registration/naturalization 

as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who 

knows any reason why registration/ naturalization should 

not be granted, should send a written and signed statement 

of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 14th day of 

FEBRUARY, 2009 to the Minister responsible for Nationality 

and Citizenship, P.O.Box N-7147, Freeport, Bahamas. 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that 

FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA, 
is applying to the Minister responsible for 

for registration/naturalization 

of #48 DRAKE AVE., 
BAHAMAS 
Nationality and Citizenship, 

GODFREY McMASTERS 

as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who 

knows any reason why registration/ naturalization should 

not be granted, should send a written and signed statement 

of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 14th day of 

FEBRUARY, 2009 to the Minister responsible for Nationality 

and Citizenship, P.O.Box N-7147, Freeport, Bahamas. 

principals of the Grand 
Bahama Port Authority, and 
will attend an official luncheon 
at Our Lucaya Resort. 

The delegation will be taken 
on a tour of the Freeport Con- 
tainer Port and the Grand 
Bahama Shipyard. An official 
dinner will be hosted by the 
Vice-Premier in the Churchill 
Room of Our Lucaya Resort. 

The Vice-Premier and his 
delegation are expected to 
depart the country on Thurs- 
day, February 19. 

The government of the 
Bahamas and the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) 
established diplomatic rela- 
tions with the signing of a 
Joint Communiqué on May 
23, 1997. 

* Conducts financial, operational and ITS audit assignments in accordance with established audit programs. 

+ This involves a complete assessment of the systems of internal control, risk exposures and the efficiency, 

effectiveness and economic use of resources to achieve management objectives 

* Produces audit reports on audit concerns, their causes, effects and the audit recommendations in 

accordance with the ITA Standards 

* Conducts some audit investigations, evaluate findings and produce investigation reports: exercising 

the IA’s ethical standards e.g., confidentiality, etc. 

* Conducts reviews of budgetary systems (including variances analysis), policies, manpower efficiency 

and new computer applications 

+ Produces audit reports and submit the same to the Chief Internal Auditor for review and release 

to management and the Audit Committee 

+ Assembles audit files and conducts cursory reviews of audit files produced by the Assistant Internal 

Auditors and the Audit Clerks 

+ Trains, coaches and direct the activities of the Audit Clerks, and offers general supervision and technical 

support to the Assistant Internal Auditor(s) 

* Conducts corporate research, and investigations on vendors and conducts fraud investigations. (producing 

the associated reports) 

* Assist the AGM/Chief Internal Auditor in the annual audit planning exercise and offer direct assistance on 

major investigations 

* Conduct audits in conjunction with the External Auditors and produce working papers for the External 

Auditors year-end audit 

* Conducts stock taking observation exercises, Family Island audits and special assignments 

Job requirements include: 

* Bachelor degree in Accounting or other closely related discipline 

* Professional accounting certification (e.g., CA, CPA,), in addition completing the CIA would be 

highly desirable 

* Understand and apply Internal Audit Standards and International Accounting Standards 

* Good investigative, interviewing and analytical skills 

* Good problem solving skills 

* Knowledge of Microsoft Word & Excel computer programs. Also knowledge of audit software and a good 

working knowledge of the H.T.E system are required 

* Good knowledge of the Corporation’s operating policies, systems and procedures 

* Management and supervision skills 

* A minimum of 5 years experience 

Salary for the position is in Group 3 of the Senior Staff Salary Scales. 

Interested persons should apply by completing and returning an Application Form to: The Manager-Human 

Resources & Training Department, Bahamas Electricity Corporation, Blue Hill & Tucker, P. O. Box   N-7509 Nassau Bahamas on or before: February 24, 2009. 

Tr CAPITAL 
BEC SEA & See ee oe 

ROYAL = FIDELITY 
Bice al Wook 

bl ST oe 3 Te SS ST el 
PHA Y, 13 -FERELASM YY 2 

Be ALL SP: In Oe CS Se | ee | | YT Sr | ToS - a Se. 
MMe = 42 Sr SSS | a ee I 

A 0 eS a or SS ed Poe ORC eT & POAT 
oe Chan ted hee chi a 

P
R
S
S
E
 

SR
E 

RE
 S
E 
RE
 R

EE
 

BS 

brie ors Sek bee SL ses — Vcc iB ein Ba a eg i agg) dee : 
ally Soe a ail 

 



al
    . 

  

‘Golden girl’ matches 
world leading time 

@ By BRENT STUBBS 
Senior Reporter 
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net 

eteran sprinter, ‘Gold- 
en girl’ Chandra Stur- 
rup is proving why 
she’s known for her 

quick start. 
At the International PSD Bank 

Meeting in Duesseldorf, Germany, 
yesterday, Sturrup clocked 7.17 
seconds to match both the world 
leading time and the meet record, 
which are held by American 
Angela Williams. 

The most significant thing is 
Williams was in the race. She had 
to settle for third in 7.22, just 
behind British Virgin Island’s Tah- 

ai 

BASKETBALL: 
NPWBA RESULTS 

  

THE New Providence Wom- 
en’s Basketball Association con- 
tinued its regular season on 
Thursday night at the DW Davis 
Gymnasium with two exciting 
games. 

In the opener, the Electro Tele- 
com Cybots Queens defeated the 
College of the Bahamas Lady 
Caribs 65-57. 
Natasha Miller shot 14-of-18 

from the field and finished with a 
game high 31 points to lead the 
Queens. Christine Sinclair shot 7- 
of-15 from the field for 16 points 
for the Lady Caribs. 

In the nightcap, the two finalists 
from last year’s championship 
series hooked up with runners-up 
Sunshine Auto Cheetahs came 
from a 41-39 halftime to pull off a 
100-91 win over the defending 
champions Johnson Lady Truck- 
ers. 
Audrey Martin, who delighted 

the crowd with her dazzling 
moves and behind the back pass- 
es, shot 11-16 from the field for a 
game high 33 points in the Chee- 
tahs’ win, their second over the 
Lady Truckers this season. 

For the Lady Truckers, veteran 
guard Glenda Gilcud scored 31 
points to leads two other players 
in double figures. Shantel Rolle 
had 25 points and Latoya Rolle 
added 19 points. 

¢ Here’s a look at Saturday’s 
schedule: 7:30 pm Electro Tele- 
com Cybots vs Sunshine Auto 
Cheetahs. 

BASKETBALL: 
NPBA SCHEDULE 

THE New Providence Basket- 
ball Association will play a double 
header tonight at the CI Gibson 
Gymnasium. At 7 pm, the Enter- 
tainers will meet the Foxies' Pros. 
At 8 pm, the Johnson's Trucking 
Jumpers and the Electro Telecom 
Cybots at 8 pm. 

TENNIS: 
BOURNE-ATKINSON 
APPRECIATION 
TOURNEY 

THE Gym Tennis Club will 
host the Dr. Eric Bourne-Ron 
Atkinson Appreciation Tennis 
Tournament at the Gym Tennis 
Club from February 21-March 5. 

The tournament is opened to 
all local male and female tennis 
players and there are several cat- 
egories inclusive of the men’s 
open, 45’s and 55’s singles, ladies’ 
open singles, men’s doubles and 
mixed pairs. 

The entry fee is $15 for each 
singles and $10 per person for 
each doubles. The draw will be 
held at the club at 7 pm on Thurs- 
day, February 19. Entry forms 
must be submitted to the club.   

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 

TRIBUNE 

EXCLUSIVE 
esia Harrigan, who ran 7.21 for 
another second place finish. 

“Tt was good,” said a 37-year- 
old Sturrup during an exclusive 
interview with The Tribune yes- 
terday. “I felt good. I thought I 
would have ran that time in my 
last race, but I was just glad that it 
finally came out.” 

For Sturrup, the time was grati- 
fying because it helped her to get 
over the problems she was experi- 
encing for the three weeks before 
she headed to Europe. 

    

2009 

“Tm starting to come back into 
my element,” she stressed. “Hay- 
ing tied the world leading time was 
a great confident booster going 
into the outdoor season.” 

Although some of the big names 
in the athletic world are not com- 
peting indoors this year, Sturrup 
said she has been pleased with the 
progress she has made in each race 
she ran. 
“Knowing my past in the 60 

metres, ’m not surprised,” she 
noted. “I know I can run a good 60 
metres and the field has been pret- 
ty good. 

“There’s not a bunch of Ameri- 
cans running in the race, but I have 
one of my training partners and 
so I know the work we’ve been 

  

doing in practice, so it’s coming 
along. ’'m enjoying it.” 

While her final indoor meet is in 
Birmingham on February 21, Stur- 
rup is hoping that she can secure a 
lane to run in a meet in Stockholm, 
Sweden, on February 18. 

While she has been holding her 
own on the track, Sturrup said 
she’s pleased to watch the accom- 
plishment of hurdler Shamar 
Sands. “I told him after the race 
that the Bahamas was representing 
tonight,” she noted. “Of course he 
(set a personal record) in his last 
race and he has been running very 
well. Hopefully he can feel very 
good about himself because he has 
been coming around...So I’m very 
happy for him.” 

NCAA: Magnum Rolle injured 
in 60-52 loss to Utah State 

(TOP) - Louisiana Tech center 
Magnum Rolle (15), of the 

Bahamas, scores against Utah 

State forward Gary Wilkinson 

(55) during the first half of the 

NCAA college game Saturday, 

February 7, 2009, in Logan, 

Utah. Utah State defeated 

Louisiana Tech 60-52... 

LOUISIANA TECH CENTER MAGNUM ROLLE (15), of the Bahamas, winces in pain during the second half... 

(AP Photos: Douglas € Pizac)   

  

‘Blast From 

The Past’ 
See page 10 

GOLDEN GIRL Chandra Sturrup gets ready to compete at the 

August ‘08 Beijing Olympic Games in China... 

(File photo: Tim Clarke/Tribune staff) 

Shamar’s 

win streak 

hurdles on 

TRIBUNE 

EXCLUSIVE 
@ By BRENT STUBBS 

Senior Sports Reporter 
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net 

  

ANOTHER 
60m hurdles 
race, another 
victory for 23- 
year-old 
Olympian 
Shamar Sands. 

Yesterday at 
the Interna- 
tional PSD 
Bank Meeting 
in Duesseldorf, 
Germany, 
Sands posted 
his third 
straight victory 
in four meets 
on the Euro- 
pean indoor 
circuit. His 
time: 7:50 sec- 
onds. “Honestly, I can say yea,” said 
Sands when asked if he was surprised 
at his performance so far in an exclu- 
sive interview with The Tribune. “T 
always knew I could do it, but seeing it 
is totally different. I’m just thankful.” 

Coming off his second consecutive 
national record-breaking performance, 
Sands said he got a quick start and 
that propelled him to an easy victory 
with Netherlands’ Gregory Sedoc as 
his nearest rival, who finished the race 
in 7.54. 

“T got a better start. I don’t know 
why, but I had some problems with 
my start in the last two races,” he 
reflected. “I felt kind of sluggish com- 
ing out of the final. But it was still a 
good race. I just wasn’t as clean as I 
could have been going over the hur- 
dles. But it’s still a fast time. Ican take 
it.” 

With each race he competes in, 
Sands said he has been getting the 
challenge to force him to go out and 
execute his race. 

“The harder the line-up, the faster I 
see myself running,” he projected. “All 
of these guys over here are good so I 
love to compete against them.” 

On Sunday, Sands will be back in 
action. As a result of his recent suc- 
cess, he was invited to compete in 
another meet in Germany before he 
wraps up his indoor season on Feb- 
ruary 21 in Burmingham. 

Not only has Sands been successful 
so far, but veteran sprinter Chandra 
Sturrup has been doing her thing as 
well. (See headline story) 

Sands had nothing but praise for 
the ‘golden girl’, who is now tied with 
the world’s fastest time of 7.17 sec- 
onds in the women’s 60m. “She has 
been in the game for a long time and 
at her age, she’s still competing at a 
high level, so I want to congratulate 
her for her world leading time,” he 
said. “She and the other girls set the 
block for us, so we just have to con- 
tinue to keep it going. But I’m glad to 
be here and competing at such a high 
level with a person like her.” 

ae, 

SHAMAR SANDS 
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Champion Dipl 
m@ By BRENT STUBBS 

Senior Sports Reporter 
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net 

WATCH out. Here come the 
Westminster Diplomats. 

They’re celebrating as back-to- 
back Bahamas Association of Inde- 
pendent Secondary Schools’ senior 
boys basketball champions. 

“The preparation for this season 
began immediately after the last 
championship last year,” said coach 
Geno Bullard. “It’s easy to get the 
boys focused because instead of 
being the underdogs team, we’re the 
team that everybody was preparing 
to beat. 

“So it was easy to get everybody 
focused and for us to retain our 
title. But we had more pressure on 
us because they had us ranked as 
the number one team (in the 
Bahamas) so everybody was gun- 
ning for us. So we had to be on our 
A game everytime we came to 
play.” 

Grade 

Give the Diplomats an A grade 
for their accomplishment, consider- 
ing that they didn’t get to face the 
much anticipated rematch with the 
Jordan Prince William Falcons. 

The Falcons, the previous two- 
time champions, didn’t make the 
playoffs because the BAISS 
penalised them for what they called 

COACH GENO BULLARD   
using an illegal player. 
Matched instead against the sur- 

prising Kingsway Academy Saints in 
the best-of-three championship 
series this week at the Kendal Isaacs 
Gymnasium, the Diplomats had to 
forge a gallant come-back by their 
rivals after they blew a 20-point lead 
in game one. 

In game two, Westminster played 
like true champions and they never 

Freedom Farm 

Standings (Week 5) 

Here’s the current standings for Freedom Farm going into week five: 

T-BALL DIVISION 

Sea Grapes 
Coco Plums 
Jujus 
Guineps 
Dillies 

COACH PITCH 

Bees 
Boas 
Sandflies 
Mosquitoes 
Wasps 
Green Turtles 

9-10 DIVISION 

Dolphins 
Octopus 
Barracudas 
Red Snappers 
Turbots 
Eels 

11-12 DIVISION 

Wild Dogs 
Conchs 
Divers 
Nassau Groupers 
Hurricanes 
Iguanas 
Blue Marlins 
Whit Crowns 
Green Parrotts A
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13-15 DIVISION 

Silver Jacks 
Owlz 

Racoons 

Stingrays 
Potcakes 

Sharks 

16-18 DIVISION 

Arawaks 2 0 
‘Tainos 1 1 
Caribs 0 2 
Lucayans 

WINS LOSSES STREAK 

W6 
Ll 

WINS LOSSES 

Here’s a look at the recent results of games played: 

T-Ball Won 

Friday Jan. 30th 
Saturday Jan. 31st 

Coach Pitch Won 

Friday Feb. 6th 
Saturday Feb. 7th 
Saturday Feb. 7th 

Turtles 
Bees 

Boas 

9-10 Division Won 

Friday Feb. 6th 
Saturday Feb. 7th 
Saturday Feb. 7th 
Sunday Feb. 8th 

Octopus 
Dolphins 
Octopus 
Turbots 

11-12 Division Won 

Wednesday Feb. 4th 
Tied score Friday Feb. 6 
Saturday Feb. 7 
Saturday Feb. 7 
Saturday Feb. 7th 
Saturday Feb. 7th 
Saturday Feb. 7th 
Sunday Feb. 8th 
Sunday Feb. 8th 

Tguanas 
Marlins 
Conchs 
Dogs 
Conchs 
Groupers 
Marlins 
Tguanas 
Groupers   
Coco Plums 
Sea Grapes 

Loss 

Dillies 

Coco Plums 

Loss 

Wasps 
Boas 
Wasps 

Loss 

Red Snappers 
Barracudas 
Eels 
Red Snappers 

Loss 

Crowns 

Tguanas 
Divers 
Parrots 

Divers 

Hurricanes 
White Crowns 

Parrots 

White Crowns 

gave Kingsway Academy any glim- 
mer of hope of dethroning them. 

For Bullard, he noted that when 
comparing the two teams, he felt 
last year’s squad was a “very good 
one,” but the difference this year 
was the fact that “we had a year’s 
experience.” 

Cold 
“We came in cold turkey (last 

year) and we had to learn a lot from 
our mistakes. The loss we suffered 
to Prince William at their home 
really shook us up,” Bullard lament- 
ed. 

“So every time we came to play, 
we came with our A game. Last 
year, we didn’t have that to gauge 
on. Now this year, we had all of last 
year’s experience to get us in shape 
and prepared mentally for the task 
that was ahead of us this past sea- 
son.” 

Heading into the prestigious 
Hugh Campbell Basketball Classic 
that will get started on Monday, 
Bullard and his Diplomats are still 
ranked at No.1 according to the poll 
released weekly by Ozzie Simmons 
of Grand Bahama. 

Does that mean that the Diplo- 
mats have a shot at winning the 
title? Better still, can you go all the 
way and win it? 

Tribune Sports asked coach Geno 
Bullard. He said: 
“We can go as far as we prepare 

ourselves mentally to go,” he 
quipped. “But we are going to be 
mentally prepared for the challenge 
because we want to come out there 
and compete to the best of our 
capability and represent our 
school.” 

Hard work, determination and 
dedication are three key factors that 
Bullard feels will make the differ- 
ence in their success or failure. 
“We just have to take every game 

one at a time and don’t get ahead of 
ourselves,” he pointed out. 

Going into the tournament, 
Bullard has some concern for his big 
man, Rashad Morley, along with his 
son, guard Geno Bullard Jr, who are 
nursing slight ankle injuries. 

Other than that, Bullard said they 
have the reserves — most of those 
players have benefited from being a 
part of Bullard’s No Bull Summer 
Programme — who can fill their 
shoes. 

Addition 

In addition to Morley and Bullard 
Jr, No Bull also features Christorr 
Strachan, Larry Smith, Adrian Sher- 
man, Shaquille Bain, Thomas Mack- 
ey and Marako Lundy. 

Bullard also boasts the fact that 
Sham Moss and Anvon Ferguson, 
both of Kingsway Academy, also 
play in the programme. So does 
Colin Cartwright, of St John’s. 
And from the junior division, 

omats go two straight! 
there’s Weston Saunders and Regi- 
nald Ferguson from the champions 
and Jabari Wilmott from runners-up 
St Augustine’s College. 
Westminster, one of the youngest 

schools in the BAISS, was hoping to 
build on the newest dynasty they 
have just established with the 
junior boys and the junior girls mak- 
ing a run at the championship as 
well. 

Junior 

Unfortunately, the junior boys 
didn’t survive in the playoffs and 
were ousted, while the girls, who 
have only been in operation since 
October, fell short when it counted 
the most. 

But Bullard said the achievement 
of the senior boys, who will only be 
losing three players, will be the cata- 
lyst for the rest of the teams in their 
quest to get to the top. 

“The junior boys did very well, 
but during the playoffs, we had one 
bad game and it cost us. But it’s 
good for them to learn for the next 
season,” he stated. 

“With the junior girls, I’m very 
proud of them because they only 
got started this year, so hopefully 
they can learn from their mistakes.” 

As they get set for Hugh Camp- 
bell, Bullard said he only wants his 
players to stay focused and take one 
game at a time and they should be 
able to go after another title. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

REMEMBER these former outstanding sprinters? 

‘Blast From The Past’ takes you back to the 

1970s when these youngsters were starting to 

make a name for themselves in track and field. 

Can you identify any of them? 

(The Tribune file photos) 
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THE picturesque Bahamas Embassy building situated on 2220 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, 
DC, 20008, formerly housed the Venezuelan Embassy. It was purchased by the Bahamas government from 
Venezuela in 1974 after the Venezuelan diplomatic corps became too large to be housed in the building. 

  

    

EMBASSY of the Bahamas, Washington, DC (I-r): Bridget McKay, second secretary and vice-consul; Monique 
Vanderpool, second secretary and vice-consul; Bahamas Ambassador Cornelius A Smith, Ambassador and Plenipo- 
tentiary; Rhoda M Jackson, Minister-Counsellor/Consul; Charice Rolle, second secretary/vice-consul; Chet D Ney- 
mour, counsellor (economic and commerce). 

(L-R) NESTA Pathirana, secretary to Ambassador Cornelius A Smith, Ambassador and Plenipotentiary; Rhoda 
M Jackson, Minister-Counsellor/Consul: Cecile Lirag, Ambassador’s Secretary. 

CAPTURED 

thescene 

  

by Franklyn G Ferguson, JP 

ON CAMERA 

THE BAHAMAS STRENGTHENING 

THE Bahamas is extensively represented in 
the United States with an embassy in Washington 
DC and consular offices in New York and Miami, 
and a third to open in Atlanta shortly. 

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

The Mission in Washington DC has a dual role. 
As the embassy, it conducts bilateral activities with 
the government of the United States and the gov- 
ernment of Mexico. As the Permanent Mission to 
the Organisation of American States, it addresses 
all matters pertaining to political, economic, trade, 
consular, development, security, and environmen- 
tal affairs as they relate to the Bahamas. 

In addition, the embassy provides advice on the 
panoply of matters of interest to the Bahamas, in 
consultation with the Ministry of National Securi- 
ty, and contributes to the ministry's preparation 
of country and meeting briefs (Organisation of 
American States, CARICOM, Summit of the 
Americas, et cetera). 

Presently, the Mission is concentrated on such 
matters as: 

¢ illegal immigration (Cubans in detention, mon- 
itoring legislative developments in the US)* 

* Copyright issues (Cable Bahamas and the Spe- 
cial 301 Review) 

e The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative 
(WHTI) 

¢ Multi-dimensional security (security concerns 
of small and island states) 

¢ Women’s affairs 
e Sustainable development 
e Technical co-operation 
¢ The Summit of the Americas Process 
¢ The Conference on the Caribbean (The 

Bahamas chairs Showcasing of the Caribbean com- 
ponent) 

e The ongoing activities to mark the 200th 
Anniversary of the Abolition of the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade 

¢ Other national and regional cultural activities 
(school presentations, Bahamas Junkanoo Associ- 

WASHINGTON, DC, January 21, 2009 — Pictured (I-r) 

ation of Metropolitan-DC, et cetera. 
The mission will also be involved in prepara- 

tions for the upcoming Fifth EU-LAC Summit in 
Peru in 2008, the Fifth Summit of the Americas to 
be hosted by Trinidad and Tobago in 2009, and 
negotiations for an aviation agreement with the 
US. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Some of the noteworthy accomplishments of the 
Mission over the last five years include: 

¢ Chairing the OAS Committee on Administra- 
tive and Budgetary Affairs July 2005 - June 2006) 

e As committee chair, overseeing the critical and 
contentious issues of increasing the quota contri- 
butions of Member States and accounting for cost 
of living adjustments (COLA) 

¢ Representing CARICOM, along with Trinidad 
and Tobago and Barbados, in the negotiations to 
make the Inter-American Defence Board an enti- 
ty of the OAS 

e Full-fledged participation in the OAS Com- 
mittee Against Terrorism 

e Financial contributions to important OAS 
processes (Haiti, terrorism, Peace Process) 

e Increased participation in youth leadership 
activities 

e Taking lead in defending the Bahamas in US 
copyright protection complaints 

e Granting support to CARICOM candidates 
for critical OAS posts such as that of the Assistant 
Secretary-General, the Director of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Institute for Co-operation in Agriculture 
(ICA) and the Chair of the Executive Committee 
of the Inter-American Committee on Women’s 
Affairs (CIM) 

¢ Contributing to the successful participation of 
the Bahamian community in the DC Carnivals in 
2005 and 2006, taking second and first, respective- 

ly 
e Chairing the showcase component of the Con- 

ference on the Caribbean to be held in Washington, 
DC, in June 2007. 

    
at a private dinner at the University Club are Earl Godet 

of E Godette and taxi-cab service in Freeport, Grand Bahama: Gloria Godet, international property specialist 
with Real Estate Terrance, California; Bahamian Ambassador to the United States of America Cornelius A 
Smith, Claire Smith; wife of the Bahamian Ambassador, Veronica Godet-Pierson of the Montgomery County 
School Board, director of Union Middle School, Washington, DC. 

  
(L-R) INGA Dean, consular assistant; Colleen Isaacs, accounts officer; Ambassador Cornelius A Smith, 
Ambassador and Plenipotentiary; Faith Jasmine Lightbourne, receptionist/information officer; Rodel Vil- 
lasenor, maintenance/chauffeur. Missing in photo is Charles Cameron Ferguson, Dharmadasa Hettiarachchi 
and Christine Dean. 

y=: For further information on THE SCENE Pictures please contact 

 


