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Anger at Lil’ Wayne 
concert no-show 

0 ESN Ta a Rap artist 
fails to appear 
at highly 
publicised event 
@ By ALISON 
LOWE . 
Tribune Staff 
Reporter 
alowe@ : 
tribunemedia.net, Be 

. A. HIGHLY 
ublicised con- 
cert for which 
nany  show- 
goers had paid 
naundreds and 
even thousands 
of dollars for entry ended with a 
nail of drinks being thrown 
onstage after the main act — mul- 
ti-million selling rap artist Lil’ 
Wayne — was a no-show. 

Some angry ticket holders, who 
in some cases had travelled from 
outside of Nassau to see the act 
over the weekend, eventually had 
to be dispersed by police and yes- 
terday complained they had been 
“duped” by promoters. 

“People were disgusted,” said 
one ticket-holder. “No one actu- 
ally came on stage and officially 
said anything. You know no one’s 
gonna do that because they know 
people are going to be like, ‘I 
came here to see Lil Wayne, I 
want my money back’.” 

The Tribune understands that 
‘he non-appearance by the Amer- 
can artist was related to “money 
issues.” The outcome did not 
chime well with the hype on the 

SEE page 13 

  
  

  MRS. OLIVE GREEN, a 
native of Cat Island who 
now resides in Harlem, 
New York, pays tribute 
and makes a special 
presentation to Prime 
Minister Hubert Ingra-. 
ham during a reception 
in Mr. Ingraham's 
honour held at the 
Bahamas Mission, 
New York on Friday, 
September 26, 2008.     

    

Sept 26th - 30th, 2008 

    

Bahamas to provite 
$500,000 sums to 
storm ravaged Haiti 
and Turks and Caicos 
THE Bahamas will provide half a 

million dollars in financial assistance 
to storm ravaged Haiti, in addition to 
a similar sum to the Turks and 
Caicos Islands, Prime Minister 
Hubert Ingraham has announced, 
according to Sharon Turner of 

_ Bahamas Information Services.. 
Speaking in New York, Mr Ingra- 

ham called the sum for Haiti “sub- 
stantial”, adding that it would “prob- 
ably (be provided) through Cari- 
com.” 

Referring to Haiti's recent storm 
damage, Mr Ingraham also noted 
that regular apprehension exercises 
carried out by the Department of 
Immigration in The Bahamas would’ 
have to be “tempered” in view of 
Haiti’s current infrastructural chal- 
lenges. 

“Haiti,” said Mr Ingraham, “has 
been devastated as a result of the 
hurricanes, which produces sub- 
stantial challenges for The Bahamas. 
For instance, the apprehension exer- 
cises which the Immigration Depart- 
ment conducts with some regularity 
will have to be tempered against the 

SEE page 13 
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Incumbent BPSU 
president ‘will 
act on criticism 

he has heard’ 
B® By ALISON. LOWE 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
alowe@tribunemedia.net 

UNOFFICIALLY re-elected 
Bahamas Public Service Union 
President John Pinder said yes- 
terday that he has taken into con- 
sideration criticism he heard of 
his administration during the 
union’s election campaigns and 
will act accordingly. 

“Certainly during the cam- 
paign I realised a lot of deficien- 
cies in the last administration. 
Mostly a lack of communication. 
We need to improve that so that 
members can know what is hap- 
pening,” said Mr Pinder. 

Incumbent two-term president 
Mr Pinder and his whole “We 
Care” team have been 
announced the unofficial win- 
ners of the Bahamas Public Ser- 
vice Union election, after about 
2,000 government workers voted 
on Friday. 

SEE page 14   
  

Man shot 
through 
bed 

  

‘oom 

window 
@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport 
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - A 33-year-old. 
Grand Bahama man is recov- 
ering in hospital following a 
shooting in the Lewis Yard 
area, early Sunday morning. 

Chief Superintendent Basil 
Rahming reported that Bene- 
dict Russell was asleep at home 
when an unknown gunman 
fired several shot through his 
bedroom window. 

Russell, who was shot in his 
left thigh, is detained in stable 
condition at Rand Memorial 
Hospital. 

According to reports, police 
received a report around 
5.20am Sunday of a shooting in 

Prison conditions 
‘are improving’ 

i By CHESTER ROBARDS 
Tribune Staff Reporter’ 

CONDITIONS at Her Majesty’s Prisons have |) 
been improving, according to Prison Superin- 
tendent Dr Elliston Rahming. 

Speaking on a local radio talk show yesterday 

_ Lewis Yard. The caller told offi- 
cers that a man had just been 
shot in his home. 

Several‘uniformed and plain- 
clothes units and EMS person- 
nel were dispatched to the scene 
to investigate. 

Officers discovered the vic- 
tim, Benedict Russell, lying on 
the bedroom floor, bleeding 
profusely from a gunshot 
wound to his upper left thigh. 

He told officers that he was 
in his bed asleep when some 
unknown person fired shots 
through the bedroom window. 

Russell. was taken to the 
Trauma Section at Rand 
Memorial Hospital, where he 
received emergency medical 
treatment. 

Detectives are investigating 
the incident. 

Maa PPT 

  

Dr Rahming said that incidences of escape and 
insurrection are down. 

“By any objective standard we're making progress,” he said. 
He touted Her Majesty's Prison (HMP), Fox Hill, as being one of the best 

in the English speaking Caribbean. 

‘SEE page 14 
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Many who breed dogs ‘in the market 
for the money, don’t have experience’ 
@ By LLOYD L ALLEN 

Tribune Staff Reporter 

  

OFFICIALS say that the 
unregulated market for specialty 
dog breeding is fueled by its eco- 
nomic opportunity, and has con- 
tributed negatively to increasing 
the as ct population in New 
Providence. - 

According to Steven Turnquest, 
executive director of the Bahamas 
Humane Society, many of those 
who breed dogs are “in the mar- 
ket for the money.” 

“They don’t have the experi- 
ence! What they do is get two 
dogs, put them in a yard, and hope 
‘that they breed.” 

Mr Turnquest says that a com- 
mon occurrence is where amateur 
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wahouses. Gated property includes pool, | 

well appointed interiors, modem kitchens, granite countertops, stainless steel | 

appliances, large bedrooms w/ private baths, 'hurricane impact windows. | 

From $229,000 with only $5,000 reservation deposit required 

PH. 325-1325 No Agents 

breeders intentionally encourage 
dogs from the same gene pool — 
dogs that are related or from the 

same kettle — to mate, resulting 

in inbred puppies. 

Epilepsy 
He explains in many cases these 

animals are born with physical 
abnormalities or suffer. from 
epilepsy. According to Mr Turn- 
quest these breeders “don’t realize 
the responsibility that comes 
behind breeding.” 

Mr Turnquest said the intended 
result is for the female to produce 
as many puppies for resale. 

Because of the absence of reg- | 
ulations, Mr Turnquest explains 
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that many of the owners keep 
their dogs in unsecured environ- 
ments — like their backyards — 
which may cause the animal to 
escape or allow entry for other z! 

dogs. 
“You have other dogs coming 

in, like pot-cakes jumping the Pitt- 
bull, and then you end up with 

half breed dogs, which they can’t 

‘get much for — so they open the 
gate and let the dog go, and that’s 
what is adding to the stray dog 
population,” Mr Turnquest said. 
According to William J Field- 

ing, animal activist and research 

leeturer at the College of the 

Bahamas, most of the roaming 
dogs seen in many neighbour- 
hoods are not strays. They do in 

_ fact have homes. 
“Because many owners don’t 

confine their dogs properly, they 
permit the dog to roam,” which, 
Mr Fielding said, adds to the 

canine crisis. 
’ For example, he said, in Bermu- 

da laws heavily regulate dog 
breeding. 

According to the laws there, he 
said, dog owners must first acquire 
a breeding licence before allowing 
their dogs to breed. Should the 
authorities discover that an own- 
er did not get a licence, the pup- 
pies would be confiscated and the 
owner fined. 

Mr Fielding said the success of 
Bermuda’s regulations on breed- 
ing has resulted in a zero roaming 
rate on the island. 

Currently three drafts are being 
reviewed by the Minister of 
Agriculture, which are expected to 
regulate dog breeding and the 
protection of dogs in the 
Bahamas. 
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BEME starts 
NCAT 
for victims 
of storms 
m@ By ALEX MISSICK 

SINCE Hurricane Ike and 

Tropical Storm Hanna’s devas- 
tation to Haiti and the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, the 

Bahamas Conference of the 

Methodist Church (BCMC) has 
started relief efforts to reach 

out to those islands in need of 
assistance. 4 

Through its ministry, 

Bahamas Methodist Habitat 

that dates back to 1992, the 

BCMC has offered its services 

in many different ways to the 
people of those islands through 
volunteer work and partner- - 
ships with Government through 
NEMA and the Department of 

Social Services, along with the 
:) United Methodist Church in the 

United States. 
Responding to disasters, 

especially those brought about 
by hurricanes, is the main drive 
of Bahamas Methodist Habitat. 
This drive helped the ministry 
to extend its borders beyond 
Inagua and offer assistance to 
the people of the Turks and 
Caicos Islands and Haiti. 

President of the Conference, 

Rey William Higgs, Vice Presi- 
dent Elmena Bethell, and Mr 
Abe McIntyre, travelled to the 
Turks and Caicos Islands to 
meet with the Turks and Caicos 
Government to offer the assis- 
tance of Bahamas Methodist 

Habitat. 
Mrs Bethell said the BCMC 

   

team was met with open arms 
last Monday as the Government 
on Turks and Caicos urged the 
Methodist leaders to respond 
immediately to the needs of the 
islands for help with repairs and 
will partner with volunteer 
teams in the Bahamas and the 
United States to begin planning 
relief work to Grand Turk and 
South Caicos. 

“As we know the Turks and 
Caicos Islands were really hit 

hard by Hanna firstly with the 
flooding, and IKE with the 
amount of wind that damaged 
80 per cent of the roofs of the 
homes there as well as the gov- 
ernment buildings such as the 
schools and hospitals,” Mrs 

Bethell said. 

Response 
Vice President Bethell said 

the BCMCs’ response in terms 
of assisting outside of the - 
Bahamas, has just come on 

‘stream and they feel as though it. 
would be a great help to assist 
neighboring countries. 

“When we got the opportu- 
nity to travel to Grand Turk and 
meet persons throughout the 

community, we found that their 
needs are great, especially in 
Grand Turk. I was.not prepared 
for that having been born there 
and seeing all of the areas that I 
know existed. It was just heart- 
breaking to see the loss and 
damage they have received,” 
Mrs Bethell said. 

By far the most overwhelm- 
ing need however, according to 

the BCMC’s ledders, lies in the 
Republic of Haiti. Hundreds of 
Bahamians and people of all 
nationalities have responded to 
the BCMC ‘s appeal to donate’ 
food, clothing, bedding and tow- 
els to the people of Haiti. 

THE TRIBUNE | 

      
   
   

This appeal was launched in 
conjunction with Queen’s Col- 
lege as the staff and students of 
that school led the way in over- 
seeing the project. 

General Secretary of the 
BCMC, Henry Knowles, said ~~ 

many people and organizations 
have contributed to this large 
scale drive as approximately 
1,000 packed, itemized boxes of 
shoes, clothing, towels and dry 
food have been collected to be 
shipped to the people of Haiti. 

“Mailboats, trucking compa- 
nies, shops, banks, civic organi- 
zations and individuals have all 
contributed to this massive 
relief effort to offer help to the 
people of Haiti who have suf- 
fered severely. We are espe- 
cially grateful to Martin’s 
Trucking Services for its over- 
whelming kindness throughout 
this drive. We have been blessed 
with donations ranging from 
$5,000 to a young girl who 
gave ten dollars,” Mr Knowles 
said. : 

The BCMC is now in the 
process of shipping the supplies 
to Haiti as the Methodist Habi- 
tat is working with Reverend 
Jean Seme Joseph, Ministerial 
Moderator for the BCMC in the 
Eastern Abaco region. They will 
travel with the supplies to 
ensure proper distribution as it 
is anticipated that it will cost 
thousands of dollars to arrange 
the safe transportation of the 
goods to those who have suf- 
fered from the hurricanes. 

“We have a good record of 

doing rather than talking and. 
_we are committed to account- 

ability. When the lights die and 
the now responsive hearts turn 
elsewhere, you will find us still 
in place, ready and able to assist 

people of every denomination 
who are in need,” Mr Knowles 

said. 
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target money 
transfer store 
Crooks make off with cash 

Student, 16, 
charged over 
campus fight 
@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - A 16-year-old 
St Georges High School student 
was charged by police in connec- 
tion with a recent fight in which 
another student was seriously 
injured on the school campus. 

Chief Superintendent of 
Police Basil Rahming said the | 
injured student, Domicko 
Sawyer, 16, was struck in the 
head and seriously injured when 
an aluminum window louver was 
thrown through a classroom 
window by a fellow student. 

The incident occurred around 
2.05pm on Tuesday. Sawyer was 
taken to Rand Memorial Hospi- 
tal and later airlifted to the 
Princess Margaret Hospital in 
Nassau, where he is presently 
listed in stable condition. 

The 16-year-old juvenile 
charged with injuring Sawyer 
was given bail, and is expected 
to appear before the next sitting 
of the Juvenile Panel in 
Freeport. 

Police discover pistol 
in vehicle search 

Police, acting on information, 
went to the South Bahamia area 

around 3pm on Friday and inter- 
cepted a blue 1999 Jeep Chero- 
kee r/n SD 958 at the intersec- 
tion of Aberdeen Drive and 
Prince Mack Way. 

Chief Supt. Basil Rahming 
said the two male occupants in 

_ the vehicle immediately jumped 
out and fled on foot into nearby 
bushes. Police, however, were 
able to apprehend the driver. 

While searching the vehicle, 
officers discovered a black .9mm 
Jiminez semi-automatic pistol 
with seven live rounds of .9mm 
ammunition. , 

As a result, a 40-year- old res- 
ident of Lewis Yard was arrest- 
ed and taken into custody at the 
‘Central Detective Unit for fur- 
ther investigation. 

A second man was also 
arrested some time later, and is 
also assisting the police with 
their investigation into the mat- 
ter. 

Bimini police arrest 
husband and wife 

BIMINI police arrested a 
husband and wife after they 
were discovered with various 

By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT — _ Grand 
.Bahama Police are investigating 
an armed robbery that occurred 

in broad day light on Friday at a 
money transfer store in down- 
town Freeport. 

According to reports, three 
armed men entered the Omni 
Money Transfer Store in the 
Town Centre Mall around 
10.20am and robbed it of an 
undetermined amount of cash. 

Chief Supt Basil Rahming said 
the manager reported that two 
of the suspects were armed with 
handguns. After robbing the 
store of cash, the trio fled on foot. 

The police were told that the 
first suspect appeared to be a 
genuine customer who was 
‘buzzed into the store. 

The man then held the door 
open and allowed the other two 
armed men to enter. 

The first suspect was described 
-as 5' 6" tall, medium build with 
brown complexion. 

The second suspect was about 
6' tall, thick build and spoke with 
a Haitian-American accent, and 
the third suspect was about 5' 7" 
tall, slim build. 

He too spoke with a Haitian- 
American accent. 

Central Detective Unit offi- 
cers are investigating this matter. 

Special police 
operation 

POLICE conducted a special 
operation Friday evening result- 
ing in 19 arrests. 

According to police officials, 
Operation Maximum Impact, led 

  

30% 30% 30% 30% 
Home Fabrics 

by Grove Division Officers, and 
assisted by officers from CDU, 

ISD, and DEU, led to the arrest 
of two individuals with outstand- 
ing warrants, two for possessing 
dangerous drugs, one for unlaw- . 
fully carrying a knife, one for 
stealing and 12 for gambling. 

A 58-year-old man was also 
arrested during the operation 
after police while executing a 
search warrant, found a .9 mm 
handgun with 10 live rounds of 
ammunition in his efficiency 
apartment on Balfour Avenue. 

He could appear in court as 
early as today. 

Police also arrested a 25-year- 
old resident of Hospital Lane yes- 
terday. 

He was accused of possessing a 
firearm. According to police, 
while on patrol in the Frederick 
Street area around 3 am, CDU 
officers searched a suspicious 
looking man and discovered a .85 
mm Ruger Handgun with 10 live 
rounds of ammunition. 
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PHOTO: Sharon Turner/BIS 

PRIME MINISTER HUBERT INGRAHAM is pictured with Bahamian students attending SUNY Maritime Col- 
lege, New York at a reception at the Bahamas Mission held in Mr. Ingraham's honour on Friday, September 

MAIN SECTION | fe 
Local NOWS .c.ccsceenconeP'152;0,050, 2 
Local News ..........-P12,13,14,1 

Editorial/Letters.........0.ccc0. 
RIVIS oo PISS. 

BUSINESS SECTION 

Business vidi 

INSIGHT SECTION So 

SED ich chic baa P24 
PAavis se ag Poe 
CORNOSS f haserststesrcceess Pacsanarestuee: iP6 

CLASSIFIED SECTION 40 PAGES. 

REAL ESTATE GUIDE 24 PAGES” 

SPORTS SECTION 
Local Sports <6... 

.USA Today Sports......... 
" WEather..<.cccseeccceeen tas 

¢ Lamour 
° Bridal 
° Silk 

eLinen 
° Brocades 
¢ Cotton 
° Chiffon 
° Special Occasion 

firearm-ammunition at a resi- 
dence in Bailey Town, Bimini, 
on Saturday evening. 

A team of officers received 
information and went to a home 
around 10.15pm on Saturday 
where they executed a search 
warrant to search for firearms 
and/or dangerous drugs. 

During a search of the house, 
officers discovered and seized 
ten .9mm hollow point bullets, 
two .40 calibre hollow point bul- 
lets, two Glock .{mm magazines, 
one silver .40 calibre magazine, 
along with one imitation hand 
grenade. 

The couple was unable to. 
produce any documents to show 
that they held permits for these 
items. 

As a result, a 31-year-old 
man and his 25-year-old wife 
were arrested and taken into 
custody at the Alice Town 
Police Station. 

The husband and wife were 
flown to Grand Bahama, where 
they are expected to be 
arraigned in the Freeport Magis- 
trate Court Tuesday morning. 
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Armed man robs 
NAPA Auto Parts 
NAPA Auto Parts on Blue 

Hill Road was robbed on Sat- 
urday around 4 pm by an 
armed man. 

According to Police, the 
man, who was five feet two 
inches tall and dressed in a 
white T-shirt and blue jeans, 
brandished a silver coloured 
handgun and robbed the 
store of a large sum of cash. 
He escaped in a champagne 
coloured vehicle, registration 
number 4160. 

In another incident a 24- 
year-old man was taken to 
hospital with a back injury 
around 8 pm Friday. 

Police said they are not 
clear how the man was 
stabbed, however, they are 
conducting an intensive 
investigation. ‘ 

He is listed in serious con- 
dition. 
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MANY things make me weep about the cur- 
rent economic crisis, but none more than this 
brief economic history: In the 19th century, 
America had a railroad boom, bubble and bust. 
Some people made money; many lost money. 
But even when that bubble burst, it left Amer- 
ica with an infrastructure of railroads that made 
transcontinental travel and shipping dramati- 
cally easier and cheaper. 

The late 20th century saw an Internet boom, 
bubble and bust. Some people made money; 
many people lost money, but that dot-com bub- 
ble left us with an Internet highway system that 
helped Microsoft, IBM and Google to spear- 
head the IT revolution. 

The early 21st century saw a boom, bubble 

and now a bust around financial services. But I 
fear all it will leave behind are a bunch of emp- 
ty Florida condos that never should have been 
built, used private jets that the wealthy can no 
longer afford and dead derivative contracts that 
no one can understand. 

Worse, we borrowed the money for this bub- 
ble from China, and now we have to pay it back 
— with interest and without any lasting benefit: 

Yes, this bailout is necessary. This is a credit 
crisis, and credit crises involve a breakdown in 
confidence that leads to no one lending to any- 
one. You don’t fool around with a credit crisis. 
You have to overwhelm it with capital. Unfor- 
tunately, some people who don’t deserve it will 
be rescued. But, more importantly, those: who 
had nothing to do with it will be spared devas- 
tation. You have to save the system. 

But that is not the point of this column. The 
point is, we don’t just need a bailout. We need 
a buildup. 

We need to get back to making stuff, based 
on real engineering not just financial engineer- 
ing. We need to get back to a world where peo- 
ple are able to realize the American Dream — 
a house with a yard — because they have built 
something with their hands, not because they 
got a “liar loan” from an underregulated bank 
with no money down and nothing to pay for 
two years. The American Dream is an aspira- 
tion, not an entitlement. : 
When I need reminding of the real founda- 

tions of the. American Dream, I talk to my Indi- 
an-American immigrant friends who have come 
here to start new companies — friends like K.R. 
Sridhar, the founder of Bloom Energy. 

He e-mailed me a pep talk:in the midst of this 
financial crisis — a note about the difference 
between surviving and thriving. 

“Infants and the elderly who are disabled 
obsess about survival,” said Sridhar. 

“As a nation, if we just focus on survival, the 
demise of our leadership is imminent. We are 
thrivers. Thrivers are constantly looking for 

Freeport fax: (242) 352-9348 

Bailout with green economy 

  

new opportunities to seize and lead and be No. 
1.” That is what America is about. 

But we have lost focus on that. Our economy 
is like a car, added Sridhar, and the financial 
institutions are the transmission system that 
keeps the wheels turning and the car moving 
forward. 

Real production of goods that create absolute 
value and jobs,:though, are the engine. 

“IT cannot help but ponder about how quick- 
ly we are ready to act on fixing the transmission, 
by pumping in almost one trillion dollars in a 
fortnight,” said Sridhar. 

“On the other hand, the engine, which is 
slowly dying, is not even getting an oil change or 
a tuneup with the same urgency, let alone a 
trillion dollars to get ourselves a new engine. 
Just imagine what a trillion-dollar investment 
would return to the economy, including the 
‘transmission,’ if we committed at that level to 
green jobs and technologies.” 

Indeed, when this bailout is over, we need the 
next president — this one is wasted — to launch 
an ET, energy technology, revolution with the 
same urgency as this bailout. 

Otherwise, all we will have done is bought 
ourselves a respite, but not a future. 

The exciting thing about the energy technol- 
ogy revolution is that it spans the whole econ- 
omy — from green-collar construction jobs to 
hig tech solar panel designing jobs. It could lift 
so many boats. 

In a green economy, we would rely less on 
credit from foreigners “and more on creativity 
from Americans,” argued Van Jones, president 
of Green for All, and author of the forthcoming 
“The Green Collar Economy.” “It’s time to 
stop borrowing and start building. America’s 
No. | resource is not oil or mortgages. Our No. 
1 resource is our people. Let’s put people back 
to work — retrofitting and repowering Ameri- 
ca.... You can’t base a national economy on 
credit cards. But you can base it on solar panels, 
wind turbines, smart biofuels and a massive 
programme to weatherize every building and 
home in America.” 

The Bush team says that if this bailout is 
done right, it should make-the government mon- 
ey. Great. Let’s hope so, and let’s commit right 
now that any bailout profits will be invested in 
infrastructure — smart transmission grids or 
mass transit — for a green revolution: Let’s 
“green the bailout,” as Jones says, and help 
ens!'re that the American Dream doesn’t ever 
shriuik back to just that — a dream. 

(This column was written by Thomas L Fried- 
man, author of “The World is Flat”, 

~ -c.2008 New York Times News Service). 

  

   
    

       

     

      
    

   

    

     

  

Not all missing 
money means © 
an employee 
has stolen it 

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

STEALING or-pilfering is 
wrong and is found in every 
aspect of our society. 

The Bahamas Financial Ser- 
vices Union can represent all 
employees who work in the 
financial sector — that is: real 
estate firms, law offices, banks, 
trust companies, credit unions 
and the like. 
We do not endorse or sup- 

port wrong doing but must 
remind the public that not all 
missing money means an 
employee has stolen it. 

This union’s philosophy is 
what you do on the job reflects 
on you and your good name: 
You do nothing, fear nothing. 

We do not uphold wrongdo- 
ing, but must represent all per- 
sons as it is their right. 

And guilt should be proven 
just as in the court system — 
guilty or innocent you are enti- 
tled to representation. 

It is not always the employee, 
but the employer who invests 
in systems, provides inadequate 
training and expects an employ- 
ee who is without knowledge to 
adjust and make no errors. 

Take a look around at the 
banking sector — the young peo- 
ple are hired — effecting cheap 
labour — and expected to per- 
form following a few days train- 

LETTERS 
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ing at the speed of a seasoned 
person who has been on the job 
two years plus. 
Then add to that the cus- 

tomers who walk in — some with 
little patience who want quick 
service. 
Many of the employees in 

financial services have unrea- 
sonable targets placed on them 
and if not met then their 
appraisals reflect the failed 
achievement, along with any 
hope of salary increases or 
bonus payments. 

Too many in the sector hire 
contractual workers providing 
no benefits adding to employees 
already feeling as outsiders. 

Gone are the days when we 
had experienced and knowl- 
edgeable persons on the front 
line to serve clients or in the 
system to provide guidance. 

Whilst these are by no means 
excuses for stealing, the undue 

pressure and stress placed on 
employees does not leave room 
for second chances. 

The job must get done in the 
shortest time and if a step is for- 
gotten or the wrong button 

pushed then there are errors 
that lead to missing funds — who 
is stealing when there is an 
error. 

Once the Bank’s reputation 
is at risk, the employee is ter- 
minated. 

The public automatically 
assumes once you are terminat- 
ed it is for stealing. Not so. 
Many times we find in the 

sector, our people are made to 
be “scapegoats” or “fall guys” 
for what they cannot prove to 
not be an issue of stealing. 
Many of us label employees 

in the financial sector who are 
terminated or made redundant 
‘as thieves, at times. This is sim- 
ply not true. 

Does that employee still not 
have the right to seek employ- 
ment elsewhere? Yes. 

Banks can take up legal pro- 
ceedings against employees 
found doing/committing major 
infractions such as stealing but 
the public must recognise when 
they don’t; it may mean the case 
is not so straightforward a mat- 
ter. 

All employees are not 
thieves. 

LaSHON SAWYER 
Secretary General 
‘_BFSU 
Nassau, 
September 25, 2008. 

The PLP and internal warfare 
EDITOR, The Tribune. 

I have two issues that I 
would like to address at this 
time, the first being the inter- 
nal warfare facing the PLP. 

Firstly, prior to the general 
election 2002 there was a 
group of persons who called 
themselves “New PLP”. Let 
me clear the air, I have never, 
and will never support such 
Marxist style of governing. 
However, I am in congru- 

ence with the existing chair- 
man’s style of governing done 
within the PLP party. 

I am of the firm belief that 
this is the way a party should 
run. 

The PLP party has a lot of 
professionals who are two, 
three, and fourth generation, 
PLP. 

The current chairman is try- 
ing to reform the PLP and is. 

against doing business in slam- 
bam political style that has 
become a common factor in 
political factions to date. 

If the PLP have any desire 
to continue in politics, it is 
imperative that they bring the 
young two, three and fourth 
generation party members to 
the forefront as leaders under 
the guidance of senior party 
members. 
Secondly, credit must be 

given where it is due. I 
applaud the Prime Minister 
for assisting the Bahamian 
people with their electricity. 
plight. However, a band. aid 
cannot and will not hold such 
a gaping wound at bay. 
When oil was $150 a barrel 

the fuel surcharge was high. 
However Bahamians have 
always been an intelligent. 
people. We can understand 
prices being high then. How- 
ever when oil was $128 a bar- 

rel it went higher still. Now 
that oil is $100 a barrel the 
fuel surcharge is creeping 
higher still. What kind of eco- 
nomics is this? What sense 
does it make, and also how 
does BEG think they are 
going to walk this by Bahami- 
an people and it will be okay? 
BEC needs to bring back 

Bradley Roberts, and BaTel- 
Co said that they let-Leon 
Williams go because he could 
not get GSM sorted out. Yet, 
Leon Williams is not there 
and I still don’t get the type of 
service that BaTelCo adver- 
tises that it provides. If 
Williams was nothing, he was 
productive, so maybe BaTel- 
Co needs to bring Willie back. 
So like they say “You get 
swing...” 

AUDLEY .D HANNA Sr 
Nassau, 
September, 2008. 

# Don Stainton (Protection) Ltd. 
les SERVING THE BAHAMAS SINCE 1978 

HILLSIDE PLAZA, THOMPSON BOULEVARD 
FREE ESTIMATES 322-8160/322-8219 

HURRICANE SHUTTERS 

AT-TR Ms anaes Se —< 
Aluminum rolling shutters are custom-fitted WC 
and available in a choice of colours. They \ 
provide security and hurricane protection. 
Easily operated by hand crank or electric 
motor, Roll shutters add beauty, security and 
convenience to any home. 
¢ We guarantee motors for 5 years, material 
and labour for two years and respond to 
service calls within 48 hours, usually on the ( 
same day. . 

For the best deal in town on 
pre-owned cars, with warranty! 

IN STOCK 
NOW! 

‘01 HYUNDAI COUPE 
‘04 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 
Very low mileage, very clean 

‘06 HYUNDAI ELANTRA Very clean 
‘O6 HYUNDAI TUSCON GLS 

‘02 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 5dr 
‘07 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 5dr 

‘01 SUZUKI BALENO 
‘05 SUZUKI IGNIS ‘ wi: 

‘95 TOYOTA AVALON “™ 

QUALITY: @ 

\ 

¢ ALUMINUM LOUVERED SHUTTERS 

he look of colonial wooden shutters, but with 
the strength and maintenance - free qualities of 
aluminum. Add a finishing architectural touch to 

} your home with these functional yet decorative 
shutters. Provides protection against storms, 
sun and vandals. \ 

VOLVO 
PEUGEOT 

HYUNDAI PONY 
HYUNDAI EXCEL 

HYUNDAI STELLAR 

¢ ALUMINUM ACCORDION SHUTTERS 

Light enough to slide easily, yet strong enough to 
withstand severe storm conditions. Heavy-duty 
key lock mechanisms for secure fastening. 

| x S 

2g ¢ ALUMINUM HURRICANE AWNINGS 

Economical and convenient, these easy-to-use 
awnings are permanently installed and close 

} quickly for storm protection. They give everyday 
\ protection from heat and rain, and help prevent 

fading of carpets and drapes. 

oot upy a 

OSE RT 

sales | 
The most cost-effective protection available. 
Lightweight, easy to store and to use. We give you 

10% extra spring steel clips and use closed-end 

headers to prevent the panels "creeping". 

LIMITED cl 
#1) AUTO DEALER IN THE BAHAMAS 

EAST SHIRLEY STREET * 322-3775 * 325-3079 
Visi our showrcom a! Quality Auto Sates iFreeport! Ud for similar daols, Quoeas Hwy, 352-612 

we Fm  umitep 
#1 AUTO DEALER IN THE BAHAMAS 

EAST SHIRLEY STREET - 322-3775 + 325-3079 
Visit our showroom at Quality Auto Soles (Freeport) Lid for similay deals, Queens H 

or Abaca Motor Mall, Don Morkoy Biv, 967-2916 
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Bahamas ‘must 

become clean 

energy society’ 
@ By GLADSTONE THURSTON 
Bahamas Information Services 

THE Bahamas “must become a clean energy society” to ensure 

the healthy state of its environment, Environment Minister Earl 

Deveaux told Thursday’s Abaco Business Outlook. 

“My vision for management of the Bahamas’ natural resource envi- 

ronment,” said Dr Deveaux, “is based on the sustainable use of our nat- 

ural endowments to produce lasting employment and prosperity...in an 

environmentally friendly, democratically sustainable, dynamic country 

not afraid of the future and the opportunities it represents.” 

His Ministry has already started to address measures designed to 

facilitate public and community engagement, boost investor confi- 

dence, and provide the necessary economic linkages, educational pro- 

grammes, policies and incentives to affect fundamental change and 

become more environmentally sustainable, he said. 

In addition to a wetland and a marina policy, the Ministry is drafting 

. a national energy policy that would pave the way for research on 

existing technology, and recommend an appropriate energy mix, he 

said. The policy is to also provide options for sustainable transport, 

facilitate growth and capacity building in the renewable energy sector, 

and establish regulatory measures that encourage and accommodate 

changes in energy use, Mr Deveaux said. 
The Ministry of the Environment will also adopt strategies to nurture 

incorporation of sustainable design standards by architects and engi- 

neers to achieve maximum ventilation, air flow, and efficiency in 

building technology. . 
A forestry policy 'is also being drafted which would outline a high- 

ly developed system of best management practices and a programme 

to rehabilitate and restore the forests to health, train managers, and 

ensure long term management of timber and coppice resources, said Mr 

Deveaux. The Town Planning Act is being modernized to facilitate sus- 

tainable community development, he added. 
The updated Act will include implementation of new building stan- 

dards which take into consideration drainage, flood plains, elevation, 

and impact on mangroves and wetlands. 

A transparent, efficient and streamlined environmental impact 

assessment and environmental management process is being crafted, 

he said. It will guide decisions on development, whether that devel- 

opment involves expansion of an existing structure, creation of a new 

subdivision or mixed use resort, or a foreign direct investment project, 

Mr Deveaux said. 
Efforts to replace oil and oil-based chemicals with renewable 

resources are gaining momentum, he said pointing to the Schooner Bay 
development, “a model for” Bahamian communities. 

Up to 20 per cent of its energy will be from renewable, there will be 

no cars within the development, and 60 per cent is left intact as green 

space. 
It will have a school, farms, businesses, and a marina, and each res- 

ident will have equal access to the beach and marina, Mr Deveaux 
explained. 

_ “The Bahamas is richly blessed with an abundance of natural 

resources in its environment,” Mr Deveaux observed. “Outstanding 

among them are the vast world class fishing flats, the unparalleled 

marine environment, the Tongue of the Ocean, the Marls of Aba- 

co...and the Great Barrier Reef of Andros. They are uniquely Bahami- 

an. The Bahamas has succeeded by virtue of exploiting these resources 
and its geographical proximity to the richest and most diverse nation 
on earth. The unique ecological system of the Bahamian archipelago 

must underpin the scope of national development. “ 

    

   
       
        
      

     
         

    

           

              

Andros. 

@ By Gladstone Thurston 
Bahamas Information 
Services 

THE Ministry of Agriculture 
and Marine Resources delivered 
three farm tractors to farmers in 

North Andros over the weekend 
as government presses its food 
security initiative. 

And new stocks of pineapple 
slips, cassava sticks and banana 
and plantain suckers, have been 
ordered for free distribution 
throughout the islands, farmers 
were told. 

Funds also will be provided 
for tractor accessories and con- 
struction of a storage facility. 

“We owe it to ourselves to 
move agriculture to another lev- 
el and these tractors will help us 
to do just that,” said North 
Andros Farmers Association 
president Cecil Gaitor. “We are 
determined to make North 

Andros the agriculture capital of 
the Bahamas.” 

Agriculture and Marine 
Resources Minister Lawrence S 
‘Larry’ Cartwright led a delega- 
tion to North Andros for the 
commissioning ceremony. 

Included were Bahamas Agri- 
cultural and Industrial Corpora- 
tion (BAIC) executive chairman 
Edison M Key and his team, 
Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture rep- 
resentative Marikis N Alvarez, 
Department of Cooperatives 
director Nathaniel Adderley, and 
buyers Don Carnine (Bahamas 
Food Services) and Tim Hauber 
(Lucayan Tropical). 

They were welcomed by North 
Andros and the Berry Islands 
Member of Parliament Vincent 
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PICTURED From left, Agriculture and Marine Resources permanent 

secretary Cresswell Sturrup, North Andros and the Berry Islands 
. representative Vincent Peet, Lucayan Tropical’s Tim Hauber, and 
Deputy Director of Agriculture Stan Smith discuss farming in 

Peet, Senior Deputy Adminis- 
trator Dr Huntley Christie, and 
central and local government 
officials. Mr Cartwright spoke 
about government’s thrust to 

“reposition agriculture and to 
expand and deepen our partner- 
ship with our farmers.” 

He confirmed that the Andros 
Agricultural’Research Training 
and Demonstration Unit is to be 

established. , 
“This unit will offer an accel- 

erated programme permitting 
students and seasoned farmers 
to view and participate in the 
production of crops and livestock 
species at all stages,” said Mr 
Cartwright. 

He encouraged members of 
the North Andros Farmers Asso- 
ciation to “remain united and 
constant in the pursuit of benefits 
that can accrue from your mutu- 
al efforts.” 

Mr Cartwright commended 
the agriculture programme at the 
North Andros High School, © 

“I am happy to note its suc- 
cess and to express my hope that 
it will be modeled in, schools 

POSTAL SLC 
FLIES, MOSQUITOES, TICKS & FLEAS 
PHONE: 327-6464 
Ta 

  

    

  

       
    
    
    
       
      
        

      

      

     
    
           

  

       

  
    

Three tractors for Andros farmers 

  

throughout the Bahamas,” said . 

Mr Cartwright. 
“We will continue our part- 

nership with the Ministry of Edu- 
cation in promoting agriculture 
in schools. The infusion of young 
farmers into your industry is 
most important when viewed 
against the background of an 

BAIC EXECUTIVE chairman Edison Key inspects equipmen 
ernment’s North Andros packing house. Pictured from left are 
Arnold Dorsett (BAIC), Mr Key, North Andros and the Berry Islands 
representative Vincent Peet, Don Carnine (Bahamas Food Ser- 
vices), Ben Rahming (BAIC) and Alphonso Smith (BAIC). 
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aging farming community, rising 
food prices, and the prospects of 
reduced food supplies. 

“It is my earnest hope that 
agricultural production within 
the North Andros region will 
increase to such an extent that 
it becomes the breadbasket of 
the Bahamas.” 

AIR-CONDITIONERS! AIR-CONDITIONERS!-/ 
AIR-CONDITIONERS! AIR-CONDITIONERS! 
AIR-CONDITIONERS! AIR-CONDITIONERS!: 

ESTIMATE PREPARED FOR FINANCING AT THE BANK OF YOUR CHOICE 

When it comes to quality We Don't Compare! 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
LOTT eS ee OSS RSSON Ost ee Che aig aera | 

322-2536 ¢ 325-2040 + 323-7758 * 328-7494   
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ALL SALES ARE FINAL. 
NO’RETURNS, NO EXCHANGE, 

OR REFUNDS. 
"NO LAY-AWAYS DURING SALE" 
SEPTEMBER 25 - SEPTEMBER 30 

| JOHN’S 
SHOES AND ACCESSORIES 

ROSETTA ST. 
TEL: 325-4944 
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Buy 1 or buy 1,000 we got you covered. 

Uniforms « Embroidery * Screen Printing * Promotional Products 

Career & Casual Wear 
‘i 

East Shirley Street + Ph: 393-1004 » 3 a -3104 * www.sun-tee.com  
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y\\ Ye) this may seem a 

out of left fleld, 

veek’s column is dedi- 

resident George W. 
row at this moment 

smiles have turned 

it just Keep read- 
1 me out. | promise at — 

1 of this week’s ‘Smile’ 

erinning again. 
iedic stand point, 

st) bas been a ver- 

  

his extended vacations on the 
ranch, the misadventures of his 

daughters, “Jen and Juice,” the 

complete destruction of the 
word “nuclear” and the perpet- 
ual who farted look he sports 

Nas D ‘ whenever he does a press con- 

ucopia of material. In the course of his search ference, he has been a golden 

vnesty. for the last eight — for Al- Qaeda and W.M.D.’s, nugget to stand up comics 
. worldwide: A living, breathing 

r we monument:erected in honour 
of the unintelligible. 

I could write forever on his 
tales of “genius.” (And no, | 
don’t have a favourite one!) I 

love all his moments of “can- 
dour” in its own special way. 

He has left a cache of quotes 
behind that will last forever and 
bring a smile to even the most 
hardened stone-face. , 

1 scoured the internet and 
made a list of some of my 
favourites. (You'll notice he has 
been a verbal powerhouse since 
his days as governor of the great 
state of Texas!) It seems he has 

always possessed these gafte- 
prone verbal skills even before 
he hit the Oval Office. 

So in honour of the last 40 
days of ‘Dubya,’ here is a list 

“of my ten favourite President ; 

George W. Bush quotes and game orbit...Mars is somewhat 
profound statements that have the same distance from the Sun 

impacted us over the last eight which is very important. We 

YER: have seen pictures where there 
are canals, we believe, and 

water. If there is water, that 
means there is oxygen. If oxy- 
gen, that means we can 
breathe." 

Sie --Governor George W. Bush, 
“I have opinions of my own, August 11, 1994 ; 

strong opinions, but I don't . , ‘ 

always perce with them.” "We're going to have the best 

«resent George W. Bush educated American people in 
the world." 

-Governor George W. Bush, 
September 21, 1997 

years | haven't had to write a 
“White House” joke. I just 
wake up, turn on CNN and by 
the third bowl of cereal, 
“Whoot, there it is!” Somebody 

did something stupid in the 
White House. 

                    

   

   

      

     

         

       

     

   

      
   

     
    

    

      
    
    

  

      

the 
secret 

to finding the 

2erfect color? 
@ Over 2,000 Vibrant Colors 

® Contractors & Interior Designers Welcome 
» We've Got All The Tools & Products For Your 
Next Paint Project at ... 

Want to know 

‘ 

“T admit it, | am not one of 
the great linguists.” 

-President George W. Bush, 
January 2001 
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SHERWIN 
VVILLIAMS.   “I know the human being and 

fish can co-exist peacefully.” 
-President George W. Bush 

"Verbosity leads to unclear, 
inarticulate things." 
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An exciting class for voung 

chets 3 ta § years old, 

Kiddie Chef's work one- 

on-one along with — their 

HUA or daddy, 
grandparent or nanny 

   © The themes vary and the 
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while the pareais foin ti ihe 

joy of cooking nurrifious und 
   

delivious food with your child. 

  
PRESIDENT BUSH waves after he.arrived on the South Lawn of the White House Friday, Sept. 12, 2008, in 

Washington. The President was returning from Oklahoma after participating in a roundtable discussion on 

health savings accounts and a fundraiser for Republican presidential candidate, Sen. John McCain, R-Arizona. 

-Governor George W. Bush, 
November 30, 1996 

"When I have been asked 

who caused the riots and the 

killing in LA, my answer has 
been direct and simple: Who is 
to blame for the riots? The riot- 

ers are to blame. Who is to 

blame for the killings? The 
killers are to blame." 

-Governor George W. Bush 

"Quite frankly, teachers are 
the only profession that teach 
our children." 

-Governor George W. Bush , 
September 18, 1995 
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"It isn't pollution that's harm- 
ing the environment. It's the 
impurities in our air and water 
that are doing it." 

-George W. Bush 

"J stand by all the misstate- 
ments that I've made." 

-Governor George W. Bush 
to Sam Donaldson, August 17, 

1993 

In closing, another famous . 
quote comes to mind from For- 
rest Gump (no, not that one!). 
It’s the one that goes, 

“Life is like a box of chocolates; 

you never know what you’re 
gonna get!” 

     

      

   

    

   

   
   

Gourmet Baby Food 

We make real food for babies, 
not baby food. This means 
we're different from jars and 

packets of baby food because 

our meals are made from the 

freshest ingredients 

Here are a few samples: 

   
    

  

    

   

     
Chicken Breast, Butternut Squash, 
Carrot 
a 

   

  

   

  

   

Ham. Peas, Onions, Carrat, Apple. 

Potato 
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Royal Bank of Canada’s Main Branch was built in 1917 

Over the Top Linen 

  

    

  

-in November- RBC Royal 
Canada will celebrate 100 years 

ration in The Bahamas, Our 
success would not have 
without the loyal support 

‘customers. 

if you’re a veteran Royal Bank client, 

or if any of your family members were, 
we'd love to hear from you. And we'd 
especially like to see your old Royal 
Bank records. 

Over the top linens can create a breathtaking 

first impression for your guests at your event 

and provide the perfect backdrop for photos. 

  

   

  

As we observe our 100th year as the 
premier financial institution in The 
Bahamas, we want to express our 

appreciation to all our customers. 
Without you we could not have come 
this far. 

o honour some of our “oldest” 
we are offering special gifts 
est Royal Bank photos, 

inecdotes and records-an old 
_ correspondence, statement, 
24 cheque, old photos, etc, 

  

   

      

    

Thank you. 

    
    

    

We offer competitively 

priced linen hire including chair covers, floor 

length tablecloths, sashes and much more. 

Our prices include hire, set-up and breakdown. 

We offer a variety of themed linen and décor 

including: 

If you think you qualify, 

olcase mail a copy of your record to Jan Knowles at 

> ©. Box N-7549, East Hill Street, Nassau, Bahamas 

by September 30. 

  

   
   

e¢ Elegant Wedding 

¢ Pirates of the Caribbean 

° ‘Tropical 
* Moulin Rouge 

e James Bond 

¢ And much more 

Please include your name, telephone number 
and email address with all submissions.     

All linens available in a variety of colours. 
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       or call 322-2898 

For all enquiries and full menu selection go to: 

www.bluecaviar.com 

Blue Caviar caters for the 

busy professional, couple, 

mother and those that can't 

or wont Cook, 

Our philosophy is to provide 

delicious, ready to eat dishes 

that satisfy ail paleties. We 

are not a take-out restaurant 

or catering company. 

Our dishes are prepared fo 

order. 

All you need to do is heat 
and eat, 

* Using the freshest 

ingredicnts You can ejoy 

dinner for Iwo or sernw any 

diyh ay a course ata dinner 
para. 
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    @ By Sir Ronald Sanders 

VENTS in the 
financial mar- 
kets in the last 
few weeks por- 

tend a world of great uncer- 
tainty and instability that will 
have an adverse impact on the 
economies of developing 
countries, including those in 
the Caribbean. 

The managing-director of 
the International Monetary 
Fund Managing Director 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn has 
estimated the overall cost of 
the global financial crisis at 
$1.3 trillion. 

The pillars of capitalism 
have been rocked in the Unit- 
ed States with the collapse of 
major investment banks and 
a proposal that the US tax- 
payers fork out $700 billion to 
rescue the battered financial 
system. 

But that doesn't count the 
cost of the recent bailouts of 
two.other US government 
‘organisations with the aston- 
ishing names, Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, that were creat- 
ed to provide funds to private 
mortgage lenders. Bailing 
them out cost another $200 - 
billion. 

The language of the US 
Treasury Secretary, Henry 
Paulson, says it all: “The US 
economy is in imminent peril 
if Congress delays approving a 
700-billion-dollar rescue.” 
The reality is that the US 
economy is already in reces- 
sion and likely to remain there 
for the foreseeable future. 

It is particularly troubling 
that this cataclysmic event is 
taking place while the US gov- 
ernment is on the brink of 
change. 

The people in charge — and 
who have to make hard deci- 
sions now — will not be there 
in three months time, and the 

Presidency of the US after 
November is still an open 
question. This situation adds 
to the uncertainty. 

The plans for America that 
the two Presidential candi- 
dates, Barack Obama and 
John McCain, have each been 
proclaiming, have now reced- 
ed deep into the realm of pos- 
sibilities only. 

For if $900 billion of goy- 
ernment money is poured into 
propping up the financial sys- 
tem, there won’t be much 

room for Obama’s ambitious 
plans for health care, educa- 
tion and energy. Out the win- 
dow too will go McCain’s 
plans to cut taxes. 

The good news for Obama 
is that, at the time of writing, 
the most recent ABC 
News/Washington Post Pub- 
lic Opinion Poll shows that he 
leads McCain by 52 per cent 
to 43 per cent, with only 5 per 
cent undecided. It is the first 
time that Obama has sur- 
passed the 50 per cent mark. 
On the question of which of’ 
the two understands the 
American economic problem 
better, Obama has a 24 per 
cent lead over McCain. 

Europe is not immune from 
events in the US, and finan- 
cial markets are jittery. Uncer- 
tainty has cast a pall of gloom 
across European capitals. 

In Britain; the Prime Minis- 
ter, Gordon Brown, is fight- 
ing for his political life both 
from withid his own Party and 
from the opposition Conser- 
vative Party. 
Elements within his own 

party regard him as a liability 
and are keen to dump him » 
before the next election. 

As his Labour Party held 
its annual conference, it was 

30 per cent behind the Con- 
servatives who have a new 
spring in their step. ‘ 

Amid all this, Brown, who 
had been Chancellor of 
Britain for 10 years, before he 
pushed Tony Blair out of the 
premiership, has been trying 
to show that his is a safe pair 
of hands, but he is doing so in 
a time of a severe economic 
downturn in which property 
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Sir Ronald Sanders 

prices are dropping dramati- 
cally, mortgage rates are ris- 
ing, and unemployment is 
increasing. 
The Confederation of 

British Industries has reported 
that retail sales fell for a sixth 
month in a row this Septem- 
ber although there was a slight 
improvement on the devasta- 
tion felt in August. 

It came as business confi- 
dence crashed in the euro- 
zone's three largest economies 
— Germany, France and Italy 

— leaving the region on the 
brink of recession. 

What all this means for the 
Caribbean is that there will be 
a slump in tourism in the com- 
ing winter and into the next 
year. As job losses increase in 
‘the US, UK and parts of 
Europe, and oil prices contin- 
ue to remain high at over $100 
a barrel, people, apart from 
the very wealthy, will cut back 
on travel. 
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Executive Motors Ltd. 

PARTS DEPARTMENT 
At the Auto Mall, Shirley Street 

Will be CLOSED for 
STOCKTAKING 
OCTOBER 1 to 
OCTOBER 4. 

(Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday) 

4 >) We will re-open for business 
X - on Monday, October 6 

_ We apologise to our valued customers and 
regret any inconvenience this may cause. All other 
departments will be open for business as usual. 

Auto Mall, Shirley Street (opp. St. Matthew's Church) 
Open Mon to Fri 8am ~ 5:30pm 

Tel: 397-1700 
E-mail: execmotor@batelnet.bs 
Parts and service guaranteed 

  

   
“It is 

particularly 
troubling that 
this 
cataclysmic 
event is taking 
place while the 
US government 
is on the brink 
of change.” 

  

Aid programmes are also 
likely to slow down as gov- 
ernments of European 
nations, the US, and Japan 
divert much needed funds 
away from anything but 
humanitarian aid, to domes- 
tic projects which help to keep 
them in office. 

We can be sure that com- 
mitments made by the G8 
nations to Africa under the 
New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) 
which have already begun to 
slip will slide even more. At 
their 2005 summit in the Scot- 
tish town of Gleneagles, G8 
countries — the United States, 
Japan, Germany, France, 
Britain, Italy, Canada and 
Russia - undertook to 
increase aid to Africa with an 
extra 25 billion dollars per 
year by 2010. Since then, sev- 
eral revisions have lowered 
the figure to 21.8 billion dol- 
lars, and according to the UN, 

  

   

Sat 8am - 12noon 

  

Available in Grand Bahama at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport) * Queens Hwy, 352-6122 * Abaco Motor Mall, Don MacKay Blvd, 367-2916 

iPhones 

eat traders building, east bay street 396.1100 396.1109 

development aid has only 
increased by about a quarter 
of that amount. 

And, those in the 

Caribbean who place their 
faith in the European Union 
(EU) coughing up money as a 
sweetener for signing-on to 
the controversial Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) should not hold their 
breath. ; 

It is unclear how much of 
the foreign reserves of 
Caribbean governments are 
held in US dollars or what 
portion of those funds were 
invested, through US invest- 

ment banks, in the property 
market or other instruments 
that may now be unstable. It 
has to be hoped that it is very 
little if any at all. 

The same observation is 
relevant to financial institu- 
tions, such as banks and insur- 
ance companies, in the 
Caribbean which may also be 
exposed to the crisis in the US 
through their own investments 
of Caribbean savings, pension 
funds and other securities. 
Whatever the situation, the 

Caribbean should not expect 
to come out unscathed from 
this crisis. 

Responses to: ronald- 

sanders29@hotmail.com 
<mailto:ronaldsanders29@hot- 
mail.com> 

(The writer is a business con- 
sultant and former Caribbean 
diplomat) 
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Entrepreneur 

“You may be in 

an uncertain situation 

today, ‘please don’t worry’ 

because a new dawn 

will arise with good 

expectations.” 

mypersonalquote@live.com   
3 Year Manufacturers Warranty 

Features 

Acyl 1.6liter 
Automatic Transmission 

Power Windows - Locks - Mirrors - Steering 

Cd- Radio Player 
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Air Condition 

Japanese 

Built Quality 

Assured 

Keyless Entry w/Security System © 

Black or Tan Interior. 
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t. 242.326 

e. sanp 

Mac OSX 

® : 
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Custom 
COMPUTERS LIMITED 

www.customcomputers.bs solutions @customcomputers.hs  



PAGE 8, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 THE TRIBUNE 

  

  

  

WE MUST FIND A WAY TO GET 
@ By ADRIAN GIBSON 

ajbahama@hotmail.com 

N THE Bahamas, an 
electoral mechanism 
should be in place to 

remove elected legisla- 
tive members who are at times 

found to be inept benchwarmers. 
After a general election, a 

majority of locally elected politi- 
cians have been known to adopt 
an air of master-like superiority, 
suddenly becoming scarce and 
indifferent or poorly representing 
the interests of their constituents 
while seemingly disregarding the 
notion that they are 
servants/agents of the people. 

The Bahamas is a cash-driven, 

materialistic society in which cer- 
tain politicians fancy themselves 
as being among an unaccount- 
able elite. Corruption seems to 
be a mainstay of Bahamian poli- 
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tics where over many years more 
than a handful of politicians have 
mishandled money or solicited 
bribes to maintain lavish lifestyles 
and/or doled out contracts to 
reward cronies and seek patron- 
age. Here, corruption among a 
few politicians and public offi- 
cials vary, but can include 
bribery, embezzlement, graft, 

nepotism, patronage, extortion, 

cronyism, kickbacks and bid-rig- 
ging. 

A process must be put in 
place to make politicians direct- 
ly answerable to, their con- 
stituents even before a general 

ROD ANIMA EAA 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 

~ 2PC CHERRY 

election is called, rather than the 
current setup where a lousy MP 
could “live fat off the hog” for 
five years. An electoral recall is a 
political device that would 
undoubtedly be a valuable check 
on the power of venal, self-serv- 
ing public office holders, from 
the local administrative units to 
the central government. It would 
perhaps eliminate the notion of a 
safe constituency/seat, increase 
an MP’s accountability and 
empower Bahamians to rid their 
constituencies of certain politi- 
cians who appear to be nothing 
more than self-serving hypocrites. 
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GRAY DAVIS, left, talking with Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2003. Cal- 
ifornians elected movie/body building celebrity Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger over 134 candidates to replace Davis as governor. 

Any politician who displays a 
lack of fitness, engages in an act 
of malfeasance or misconduct 
while in office, violates their oath 
of office, neglects his/her duties, 
wilfully misuses, misappropriates 
or converts public funds or prop- 
erty associated with their elect- 
ed/appointed office, is convicted 
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of a felony and/or is corrupt or 
incompetent, should face the 
electorate in an emergency, US-, 
style recall election. In our dying 
political system, there are numer- 
ous oafish legislators who are ill- 
equipped for public office and 
even unprepared for parliamen- 
tary debates. 

In about 36 US states (eg, Cal- 
ifornia, Georgia, Washington, 
Michigan, Colorado, New Jersey, 

etc) recall elections are held at 
the state and/or local adminis- 
trative levels—from city councils 
and school boards to state gov- 
ernors. 

Accountable 

When petitioning for a recall 
election, at least 25 per cent of 

the eligible voters casting ballots 
in a constituency during the last 
election for office should be 
accounted for. Frankly, local 
appellate judges should also be 
elected from a pool of perspec- 
tive adjudicators so that they 
could also be held accountable 
by a more discerning public. The 
signature requirement for the 
recall of district officers such as 
chief councilors and local gov- 
ernment representatives on the 
Family Islands should be 10 to 
15 per cent of the residents in the 
settlement they represent. Once a 
recall petition is certified, a spe-. 
cial by-election should immedi- 
ately be called, with a ballot of 

new candidates—and possibly the 
incumbent—seeking election to 
the newly vacant post. 

California voters have 
attempted to have 32 guberna- 
torial recalls since 1911, with only 
the much-publicized 2003 recall 
of former Governor Gray Davis 
actually reaching the ballot. 
According to CNN, in a most 
“surreal” campaign Californians 
elected movie/body building 
celebrity Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger over 134 candidates to 
replace Davis as governor. Mr 
Davis had been recalled after he 
was seen to have mismanaged 
the state budget. 

In 1921, former North Dako- 

ta governor Lynn J. Frazier, with 

his attorney general and com- 
missioner of agriculture, was 
removed from office. In Michi- 
gan and Oregon, state legislators 
were recalled in 1983 and 1988, 
respectively. Arizona voters also 
attempted to recall former Gov- 
ernor Evan Mecham in 1988, but 
he was impeached by the House 
of Representatives before the 
election date. 

While opponents of recalls 
may claim that they may prohib- 
it unpopular decisions from being 
made, the notion of majoritism 
that works for our five-year elec- 
tion cycles should also apply for a 
system of recall. 

In bolstering their democratic 
ideals, the New Jersey Constitu- 
tion addresses recall by stating: 

“The people reserve unto 
themselves the power to recall, 
after at least one year of service, 
any elected official in this State or 
representing this State in the 
United States Congress. The Leg- 
islature shall enact laws to pro- 
vide for such recall elections. Any 
such laws shall include a provi- 
sion that a recall election shall 
be held upon petition of at least 
25 per cent of the registered vot- 
ers in the electoral district of the 
official sought to be recalled.” 

Article 72 of the 1999 Consti- 
tution of Venezuela allows for 
the recall of elected representa- 
tives—inclusive of the President. 
In 2004, a recall referendum was 
undertaken to recall President 
Hugo Chavez. The referendum 
did not recall Mr Chavez. 

Amending the Constitution to 
include an article on electoral 
recall would be demonstrative of 
the ideal of direct democracy 
where Bahamians would have a 
greater sense of choice and trust 
in our democratic institutions, 
and where local politicians would 
be more accountable, knowing 
that their election to public office 
is subject to revocation. 

It should be that if such an 
amendment did materialize, any 
MP being targeted for recall 
ought to be allowed to respond 
after which the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly should pub- 
licly declare the petition and fore- 
cast an impending by-election. 

Nick Clegg, leader of the 
British political party the Liberal 
Democrats, has severely criti- 
cized the “gentlemen’s club” 
world of Westminster politics. In 
the Bahamas, there is a “gentle- 
men’s club” as certain unac- 
countable MPs/politicians are 
suspected of having a conflict of 
interest while misusing public 
funds or making politically and 
financially expedient decisions. 
There is no prosecution or 
impeachment of elected, central 
government representatives, par- 
ticularly as both sides seem to 
have adopted a misguided policy 

~of protecting each’other. 
Locally, although certain politi- 

cians seem to have more skele- 
tons in their closets than one 
would care to know about, it is 
nearly impossible to give them 
the heave-ho before the end of 
their five year term. Elected 
politicians should also be sub- 
jected to impeachment proceed- 
ings, which is a legal process 
whereby the House can bring 
charges against an MP with the 
Senate serving as jury. Howev- 
er, with the current good ole boys 
network, hell would probably 
freeze over before this or a recall 
mechanism is adopted. 

SEE page 9 
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RID OF INEPT BENCHWARMERS 
FROM page 8 

A truly representative democ- 

racy should be inclusive of pri- 
maries to decide who should be 
the banner bearer for a party in 
each constituency, as well as ref- 
erendums, electoral debates, a 
recall system and impeachment 
aspects. Real representative goy- 

ernment is that where politicians 
elected by the people truly rep- 
resent their constituents, moni- 
tor spending of public funds, vig- 
orously debate issues rather than 
the foolishness about who is gay 
or has sweethearts, make deci- 
sions that in the best interest of 
the nation and monitor the 
actions of government. 

The public is disenchanted 
with politicians who show up 
every election cycle, begging for 
support only to disappear once 
elected. Kudos must be given to 
MPs such as Brian McCartney, 

Shane Gibson, Hubert Minnis, 
Obie Wilchcombe, Earl 
Deveaux, and one or two others, 

who are constantly in their con- 
stituencies, listening to the con- 
cerns of residents while main- 
taining communications and con- 
stituency offices. This is quite 
unlike several others whose con- 
stituency offices are either closed 
or who, once appointed a minis- 

ter, perceive themselves to be too 
high and mighty. 

CONDITIONS AT 

SC McPHERSON 

arly in September, Min- 
ister of Education Carl 

Bethel made remarks that all 
public school students should be 
allowed to attend school, even if 
fees were not paid. He directed 
all principals/administrators to 
accept, register and enrol all stu- 
dents who are entitled to attend 
their school and promised to 
enforce this directive. 

While I share the sentiment 
that all students should have 
equal access to a free education, 
Mr Bethel’s kneejerk reaction to 
the school fees issue appears to 

-have been an attempt to politi- 
cally pander to a large voting 
bloc—parents with school age 
children. Although schools such 
as SC McPherson and St Georges 
(Grand Bahama) have exhausted 
their capacity to accommodate 
students while still providing 
them with a first-rate education, 
the minister’s statements embold- 
ened parents to demand that 
their child be enrolled—with or 

Sunbound Bahamas would like for the following persons to 
contact their main office as soon as possible. 

We appreciate the public's assistance in this matter. 
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without fee payments—in already 
jam-packed institutions. Surely, 
with an economy that’s on a 
downward spiral, the minister-— 
who seems to have an over-inflat- 
ed sense of his own greatness— 
should have known that, many 
parents would withdraw their 
children from private schools and 
enrol them in public schools. 

Before sounding-off on the 
school fees issue, Minister Bethel 
should have done research, 
where he would have found that 
these fees—rather than entirely 
being registration fees—were 
needed by schools to purchase 
students’ neckties, crests, physical 
education kits, workbooks, lab 
fees, identification cards and 
medical insurance. 

According to President of the 
Bahamas Union of Teachers 
(BUT) Belinda Wilson: 

“The minister's public 
announcement was unnecessary 
at this time with the existing 
chaos surrounding the opening 
of schools for the 2008/2009 
school year. A waiting period to 
determine the extent to which 
this action has disfranchised any 
student and an accurate count of 
the number of students affected 
would have revealed the accu- 
rate figures. These figures in turn 
could have been used to verify 
the reasons given, provide a 
reflection on the number of stu- 
dents affected and facilitate an 
orderly resolution to any out- 
standing issues that may have 
also affected registration of stu- 
dents.” 

Furthermore, President of 
The Primary Principals’ Associa- 
tion, Wenly Fowler, and Presi- 
dent of The Secondary Princi- 
pals' Association, Abraham 
Stubbs, speaking on the 
issue,said: 

“Recent reports in the media 
may have given the impression 
that public schools have become 
more concerned with finances 
rather than students’ education, 
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This is not the case. It never was 
and never will be. 

~The fact is many administra- 
tors and teachers make frequent 
and personal sacrifices to ensure 
that children have the resources 
to function in the classroom. 
There are many children who 
attend school without lunch, and 
other basic needs/materials that 
will enable them to function dur- 
ing the school day. Administra- 
tors and teachers often — and 
without fanfare — put their 
hands in their usually shallow 
pockets to assist these students.” 

Mr Bethel should also spend 
time focusing on encouraging 
parents to partner with schools 
and participate in their child’s 
school affairs, rather than making 
statements that could lead to divi- 
siveness between parents and 
schools or impugn the reputation 
of school officials. With an 
already chaotic school opening, 
the minister’s reckless statement 
could only overshadow and exac- 
erbate problems faced by the 
educational system. 

Overcrowding 
SC McPherson, for example, is 

faced by serious overcrowding 
problems, even after the con- 
struction of a new Junior High 
on Faith Avenue. Anyone with 
half a brain cell could see that at 
SC, there is a lack of adequate 
accommodation as there’s a lack 
of rooms,.desks/chairs and a 
shortage of teachers. At this 
haemorrhaging school, which is 
bursting at the seams, teachers, 
such as myself, are made to mér- 
cilessly float (move around) 
about a nearly half mile wide 
campus while lugging around 
heavy book bags and subject- 
related paraphernalia with near- 
ly 40 students in tow. 

Educational officials should 
make unannounced school 
checks to get a realistic view of 
the situation at ground zero, 
where teachers (such as myself) 
lack stability and laboriously dart 
about the compound in search of 
a classroom while having bloated 
timetables of 18 to 20 teaching 
periods; the inhumane ratio of 
students to teacher is anywhere 
from 37 or 40 to one; there is no 
permanent nurse as she’s split 
between two or three schools per 
week. This shows the Ministry of 
Education’s flippant approach to 
dealing with the health concerns 

The Mercedes M-Class. 

of students/teachers. Depart- 
ments such as social studies and 
science have teacher shortages; 
there is no ventilation in the 
school’s hot auditorium, where 
assemblies are crazily held; and 
teachers are ridiculously limited 
to 20 copies to accommodate a 
class of 40 pupils. 

Frankly, for me this is all 

demoralizing and conditions such 
as this contributes to the low 
morale on school campuses 
throughout New Providence. Is 
there any wonder why so many 

LA i 

teachers leave the profession? 
SC McPherson, a top perform- 
ing school, now has a population 
of nearing 1,400 and has evolved 
into one of the largest schools in 
the Bahamas. With these class 
sizes, could theré possibly be any 
wonder why the quality of edu- 
cation is decreasing? Even more, 
it is becoming ever more appar- 
ent that our worsening cduca- 
tional system is obviously pro- 
ducing some of the country’s 
worst leaders—at all levels. 

TA 
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* Tel: 242-356-7302... 
mn email: ariana@batainet.bs..   

Beauty, brains and brawn. 
When you think of the average SUV on 

the road today, you think of road- 

hogging, air-polluting gas guzzlers 

that wouldn't know the meaning of 

high precision and fuel efficiency if it 

were emblazoned on their windshields. 

But there is an alternative. The refined 

M-Class from Mercedes-Benz. 

  
TYREFLEX STAR MOTORS 
Call us today for your new Mercedes-Benz M-Class at 325.4961 
Wulff Road, P. 0. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas © Fax: 323.4667 

With its supenor German styling utilising 

only high-grade materials, its robust 

engine power 

turn-on-a-dime performance whilst still 

being frugal on-fuel and its handling of 

pot-holed roads and 1.5 ft. flooded 

streets, the Mercedes-Benz M-Class is 
“clearly the best choice in SUVs. 

delivering exemplary 

Mercedes-Benz
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Funeral Service for the late 

CAPTAIN JOHN 
E. WHITEHEAD 
of Camperdown Heights, Nassau, 
N.P., Bahamas died at 6:45 p.m. 24th 
September, 2008 at his home. He 
died peacefully with his loving wife 
beside him. 

  

| A funeral service will be held at 

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 

4 Church, East Shirley Street, Nassau, 

2nd October, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. 

  

Father Glen Nixon will officiate. 

Capt. Whitehead was born in Neu 
Aigen, Nieder Oesterreich, Austria 
on Sept. 4, 1921, was educated and 
lived near Graz, Austria before 
moving to England in 1939. He 
attended Leeds University before 
joining the Royal Air Force. He 
served the British war effort as a 
Mosquito Pilot until 1945. He 
married Lori Wallner on Oct 15 1947 
in Salzburg Austria. He lived in 

England for one year where he flew for British South American Airways servicing 
routes from London throughout South America. His route would take him through 
Rio De Janeiro ‘Montevideo, Buenos Aires , Santiago, Lima and_ then through 
the Bahamas back to the UK. These flights took up to three weeks to complete. 
He moved to the Bahamas in 1948 and lived here the past 60 years. He will be 
remembered as a pilot in the emerging airlines after the Second World War, flying 
the original Flying boats like the ‘Goose’, ‘Widgeon’, as well as the Catalina, 
DC-3 and Heron. He founded Nassau Plastics Co. in the late 1950’s, and then 
spent the last thirty years of his working career with ‘Gunite Pools of Nassau’. 

        

He was predeceased by his father, Frank and mother, Agathe, and is survived by 

his wife, Lori, two sons, Peter & Thomas, two daughters in law, Judy & Analia, 
seven grandchildren, Sandra, Rory, Peter, Alannah, Tessa, Felipe & Sophia and 
the greatest joy Maria Exuma their great-grand daughter and a grandson-in-law, 
Diego Terra. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The Ranfurly Home for Children, 
P.O.Box N.1413, Nassau, in memory of Capt. John Whitehead.    
Arrangements by Kemp's Funeral Home Limited, 22 Palmdale Avenue, Nassau, 
N.P., The Bahamas. 

SmartChoice 

Sales 

If you have an OLD CLUNKER 
and want to get rid of it! 

* Now is the time to get that Ford you have always 
dreamed about owning, we have available 

ocus, Taurus, Taurus X, Escape, Everest, Explorer, 

Edge, Ranger, F-150 and the diesel Crew Cab Ranger 

Tee en parecsmper SET 
On the spot insurance with Advantage Insurance 

ET TOL 
THOMPSON BOULEVARD ¢ TEL.: 356-7100 * FAX: 328-6094 

EMAIL: friendlymotors@hotmail.com ¢ WEBSITE: friendlymotorsbahamas.com   
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KEMP'S FUNERAL HOME LIMITED | Opportunity in any market! 
22 Palmdale Avenue, Palmdale 

Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas 
WHETHER the market is up 

or down (and particularly if it’s 
down), buying a “fixer-upper” 
and updating it can prove to be a 
profitable venture. As with any 
real estate investment, however, 
it’s wise to enter with eyes wide 
open. Knowledge and caution will 
help you avoid common pitfalls. 

The ideal candidate for such a 
purchase would be priced rough- 
ly 30 per cent below the value of 
nearby homes, and located in a 
clean neighbourhood. The only 
thing you can’t repair or improve 
is a poor location. 
And just because you can 

improve almost anything doesn’t 
mean that you should! Avoid 
homes in need of truly major (and 
unprofitable) repairs such as the 
foundation, structural plumbing, 
or complete kitchen and bath ren- 
ovations. Because these features 

REAL 
ESTATE 
CARMEN MASSONI     

  

are simply expected by buyers, 
they won’t necessarily add any 
value to your offering. 

Another aspect that is often 
overlooked is your fixer-upper’s 
ae to where you live. Keep 

it within a short distance, because 
you’ll want (and need) to check in 
regularly, probably daily, while 
your repairs and renovations are 
in progress. The cost of fuel is 
high enough these days that you 
don’t want to blow your profits on 
your gas tank! 

There are many fine homes 
being offered at lower prices by 
motivated sellers. Don’t overlook 
the opportunity these properties 
present! 

GB medical school seeking 
potential landlords for students 
GRAND Bahama’s medical 

school, Ross University Bahamas, 
will hold a town meeting this 
evening for people with accom- 
modation they would be interest- 
ed in renting to its incoming stu- 
dents. 

The meeting will be held at the 
Foster B. Pestaina Centre (Pro- 
Cathedral of Christ the King), 
starting at 6.30 pm. 

   
  

MAINS RENEWALS 

Sans Souci to Fox Hill Road 
The Water and Sewerage Corporation advises its 
customers and the general public that the 

Corporation has begun mains renewal work on 
the Eastern Road from Fox Hill Road to San Souci 
for a period of eight (8) weeks. 
asked to avoid the area as much as possible. 

The Corporation apologizes for the inconvenience 

caused and reminds its customers this is an effort 
to improve their water supply. 

By identifying potential land- 
lords and homeowners who have 
available accommodation, which 
the university will inspect for 
quality, Ross University hopes to 
save its students time and money. 

It is a service that Ross Uni- 
versity currently provides at its 
Dominica, St Kitts and Miami 
campuses and one which it says 
has been very effective both for 

   
    

   

    

     

Motorists are 

   

landlords and tenants. The uni- 
versity also plans to operate a 
Housing Office that will assist 
landlords in locating tenants. 

“Most Ross students cannot 

e
e
e
 

e
R
 

take the time away from their | 
studies to travel to a new place 
and search for housing. By using 
the university's housing referral 
service they are able to obtain 
trustworthy information and to 
arrange their housing conve- 
niently,” said a statement from 
the university. 

“Ross University operates a 
small number of housing at each 
of its campuses, but does not rent 
units from local landlords on 
behalf of its students. The Uni- 
versity does not want to become a 
large landlord. Ross students are 
mature graduate students and 
they’ve held a good track record 
of being good tenants,” it added. 

According to the university, 
landlords that provide quality 
affordable housing are generally 
able to sustain continuous occu- 
pancy because of the steady influx 
of new students. 

Most Ross students will stay in 
Grand Bahama for about eight 
months, however every four 
months some will leave as others 
arrive. 

According to Leslie Musgrove, 
Ross University Off-Site Hous- 
ing Coordinator, about 100 local 
landlords have already 
inquired. Ross is in the process 
of gathering information and 
preparing its Bahamas Housing 
Referral website, which is expect- 
ed to be functional by mid-Octo- 
ber. 

The university welcomes to 
tonight’s meeting all landlords, 
realtors, and hotel owners who 
wish to make housing available 
to Ross students, faculty, or staff. 

GLUCOSE TESTING 
ALL TIMES: 

10am to 1pm 

FreeStyle Freedom Lite 

Wednesday October 1 

Island Pharmacy 

Madeira Shopping Plaza 

Monday October 6 

Prescription Centre Pharmacy 

Accuracy and simplicity with no coding required 

NU 
CODING 

REQUIRED 

a 
mk 

LOWE'S 
WHOLESALE  
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BEC chief will be open to      question for consumers 
     CONSUMERS who are 

angry, confused and concerned 

about the rapid increase in their 
electricity bills will finally have 
the chance to ask questions and 
get answers from BEC’s man- 

in-charge. 
Speaking on the high cost of 

fuel and tips on how to conserve 
energy, Kevin Basden, General 
Manager of the Bahamas Elec- 
tricity Corporation, will also 
address concerns by the public 
on the recent astronomical rise 
in BEC surcharge rates at the 
Halsbury Chambers’ fourth 
annual Free Legal Clinic, 

   

“Information You Need for the 
Life You Want,” October 4 at 
the New Providence Communi- 
ty Centre on Blake Road. 

“We know that the high cost 
of energy is on everyone’s 
minds,” says Nerissa A. Greene, 
partner at Halsbury Chambers, 
which started the clinics in 2005 
as a community service to pro- 
vide free legal consultation and 
help bridge the perceived gap 
between the legal fraternity and 
the general public. 

“We commend BEC’s com- 
mitment to the Bahamian peo- 
ple and their willingness to 

We Re-Bath    
    

  

In Just One Day! 
Our DuraBath SSP Bathtubs & Wall Systems | 
are custom made to cover worn-out bathtubs 
and out-of-date wall tiles... 

No Mess. No Stress. 
No Inconvenience.         

    

  

www.rebath.com 

RE*BATH BAHAMAS 
(Manufacturer’s Lifetime Warranty). 

Telephone - 

(242) 393-8501 al 

Visit our Showroom & Office Located at the Red Carpet Inn, East Bay Street 
Open Monday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

         
   

   

  

   
   

      

Royal Bahamian Resort & Offshore Island 

Invites application for the position of: 

CHIEF ENGINEER 
Applicants should satisfy the following minimum requirements: 

Have a Bachelors Degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
a recognized College /University 
At least a minimum 5 years experience in a similar or closely 
related field 
Must be computer literate 
Be proactive, self motivated and be ready to work long 
hours 
Be able to lead a team of Engineers and Technicians with 
varied trades 

MAJOR RESPONSIBILTIES 

The successful applicant will be responsible for 
Engineering/Maintenance Operations of a Caribbean Hotel. 

This include:-’ 
Budget preparations and stock controls 
HVAC & Refrigeration Systems 
Sludge activated waste water treatment plant 
Reverse osmosis water plants 
Standby generators up to 3.0MVA 
Commercial Kitchen equipment 
Laundry Machines 
Environmental and computerized energy management 
systems and preventive Maintenance. 

Applications should be email to: 
Cmajor@ grp.sandals.com 

KIDZ CITY 
END OF MONTH 

STOREWIDE SALE! 

address concerns at this year’s 
clinic.” Mr. Basden will also 
appear as a guest on Island FM 
October | at 8.15 am to address 
the clinic, energy costs and sav- 
ings tips. 

The issue of fuel surcharges, 

which have increased by as 
much as 120 per cent from the 
same period two years ago, has 
recently made headlines. Many 
Bahamians are struggling to 
make ends meet in a tight econ- 
omy and the increase in power 
bills has left some households 
in the dark. 

This year other speakers will 
touch on timely topics, including 
surviving divorce or husband’s 
death: Who gets what?; build- 
ing or renovating: Safeguarding 
your investment; Real Estate: 
What’s your home worth; pro- 
tect.your family: Gang-proofing 
your children; work permits, 
permanent residency, right to 
work: Making the system work 

       

Kevin Basden 

for you and better banking 
through the Bahamas’ Auto- 
mated Clearing House. 

Those attending will be able 
to meet with a Halsbury Cham- 
bers attorney without charge. 

Co-sponsors include Bamboo 
Shack, Bank of The Bahamas 
International, BEC, CFAL, 
Chelsea’s Choice, CLICO, Pep- 
si, Stardust, Wilmac’s Pharmacy 

and the Zonta Club of New 
Providence. Bahamas Ferries 
and Custom Computers are pro- 
viding door prizes. 

THE NORWEGIAN MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

is pleased to announce the appointment of 

John Moyell 

as the Royal Norwegian Honorary Consul to 

The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

as of 29 August, 2008 

The address of the consulate: 

Royal Norwegian Consulate 

Dockendale House, 2nd floor 

West Bay Street 
P.O. Box CB-13048 
Nassau, Bahamas 

1 242 322 4270 — fax 1 242 322 4280 
eMail: Norwegianconsulate @ moyell.com   

  

  

GSM upgrades for Abaco and Grand Bahama 
AS A part of its continuing GSM enhancement project, The Bahamas 

Telecommunications Company. Limited will carry out upgrades in 
Abaco and Grand Bahama, starting today and continuing until October 
31. 

During this period, TDMA customers in Abaco and Grand Bahama 
will experience degradation in service. Customers in these islands may 

: not be able to make or receive calls. 
“These upgrades are necessary to ensure that the quality of our 

: GSM service is up to acceptable standards. At the end of October, we 
: hope to turn off our TDMA network and to have all of our customers 
: migrated to the GSM platform,” said BTC’s Marlon Johnson, Vice 
: President of Marketing, Sales and Business Development. 

BTC is urging its TDMA customers to make the switch to GSM 
: immediately to avoid any inconvenience. Customers in Abaco and 
: Grand Bahama can visit their nearest BTC location to make the switch. 
: The process is free of charge and takes approximately 15 minutes. In 
: addition, TDMA customers will be extended 60 per cent off on select- 
; ed GSM phones when they go in to make the switch. 

BTC began its GSM improvement project last year, and has invest- 
ed millions to deploy GSM services in the Family Islands and to enhance 

? services in New Providence, Grand Bahama and Abaco. 

Bahamas Bus & Truck Co., Ltd, 
_ Montrose Avenue 

Phone:322-1722 * Fax: 326-7452 

EXTRA, 
| Large Shipment 

of 

Used Cars 

N STOCK 

‘COME CHECK 
US OUT 

_, New Shipments Arrived 

| Hurry, Hurry, Hurry and 
Get Your First Choice 
For Easy Financing 

Bank Ano Inéurance 

On Premises 
Check Our Prices 
Before buying 
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You're Active. You Feel Great. 
Age is Just a Number. 

But try getting HEALTH INSURANCE 
at age 65 or over! 

Whether you are over 65, 70 or even 80 years of age, 
we have a policy for you! 13% OFF STOREWIDE 

10% OFF CREDIT CARDS “oy Sy le 
Y
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to 

Saturday October Sth 

G
l
a
 4 

4 
we
ll
l 

ss
a 

Montrose Avenue and Oxford Street 
- (2 doors North of Multi-Discount) 

‘  « P.O. Box N-1552 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Phone: 323-3460 
Monday - Saturday 
9:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Cyril Peet Tamara Boyd Mark Reynolds  



PAGE 12, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 

   

  

    
PICTURED (From right to left): Kendal Nottage, Ellice Lockhart, Samantha Meadows, Andrew Rolle, 

Chief Justice Sir Burton Hall, Madam Justice Rubie Nottage, Ashley Sands, Alivia Forbes, Ja’ann Major, Hyacinth Smith, Newton McDonald, Simone Smith, Bianca 

Beneby, Edmund Russell, Lisa Thompson, Raquel Huyler. 
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Lisa N. Thompson Newton McDonald 

ELITE Motors 
289 Wulff Road- 
(just before the Village Road Round-about) 

Tel: (242) 394-4442 
Fax: (242) 393-8238 | 

E-mail: elite-motors@hotmail.com 

Hours: 8:00 am — 5:30pm / Mon. — Fri. 

8:00 am — 12 noon / Sat. 

    
         
        

  

    

  

    

    

      

   

   

    

     

We stock parts for Nissan, 

Kia, Ford, Mitsubishi, Chrysler, 

GM, Honda, Toyota, Hyundai 

and more... 

          

Also...we carry a 

selection of: 

Oil, Air & Fuel Filters 

Brake Pads & Shoes    
   
        
    

         
      
      
     
        

         
        

    
     
     
    

      
    
     
     

   

    

    

  

Oils/Chemicals: Cooper Tires Trans. Filter Kits 
- Kendall eeah Daytona a = Harmonic Balancers 

- Castrol Daytona Timing Belts Belt TensionersPulleys 
ar in Wells Ignition Parts C.V, Joints/U, Joints 

Moog Suspension parts Brake Rotors 
Batteries Carter Fuel Pumps Wheel Bearings 

«Motorcraft : Becks Eastern mee Pumps Wheel Cylinders 

Rain-X Wiper Blades Brake Master Cylinders 
Spark Plugs a Fan Motors 

- Champion Gaskets Sets 

- : Shock Absorbers 
: a Engine Mounts 

Sealed Power bP Tools & Accessories 
- Piston rings ges Var, Bulbs/Sea 
* Con-Rod Bearings rt Flee al = m 

  

- Main Bearings 

THE SUPREME COURT: Petitions submitted — 

\ 
X \ 
& 

Lenise Flowers, Wynsome Carey, Acting Justice 

  

THE TRIBUNE 

  

Sixteen 

new 
lawyers 
called to 
the Bar 

Sixteen new lawyers were called to 
the Bahamas Bar in the Supreme Court 
on Friday. Petitions were submitted 
for four men and 12 women, who were 

received by Chief Justice Sir Burton 
Hall. — 

After taking the oath, in a time hon- 
oured tradition, all the newly inducted 
lawyers were helped on with their wigs 
and gowns by their sponsors. 

The court room was packed to capac- 
ity. Individuals waiting outside to see 
the induction were allowed into the 
Supreme Court only after others had 
vacated their seats. 

Attorney General Michael Barnett, 
who sponsored lawyer Andrew Rolle, 
said the skills of a well trained lawyer 
are still necessary in the Bahamas. 

   
Se 

Elliot Lockhart, 

Kimberely 
Mckenzie 

on their 
Ast Anniversary. 
From their kids, 
parents and the 
rest of the 

~ family 

Beka bs Ukit, 
CHAMBERS 

Counsel and Attorneys-at-Law 

Notaries Public 

4th Annual 

Free Legal Clinic 

‘Information You Need For the Life You Want’ 

  

Saturday, October 4, 2008 

~ New Providence Community Centre, Blake Road 

Registration - 8:45am 

Topic 
Real Estate: What’s Your Home Worth? 

Speaker 

Rachel Pinder 

Island Living Real Estate 

Stephen Wrinkle, President 

Bahamian Contractors Association 

Time 

9:15am 

9:45am Building or Renovating: 

Safeguarding Your Investment 

The High Cost of Energy & How to Save 

BEC Explains Fuel Surcharge 

Kevin Basden, General Manager 

BEC 

10:15am 

' & Energy-saving Tips 

10:45am Berchenal Bethel, Dep. Comptroller 

Charles Turner, Superintendent 

Customs: Changes in Duty Rates 

Department of Customs 

Simon Wilson 

Director of Economic Planning 

EPA & Trade Agreements: 1:15am 

Job Threat or New Opportunities 

Ministry of Finance 

Refreshment Break 
12:10pm Brian Smith, Business Manager 

Bahamas Automated Clearing House 
Better Banking Through BACH 

Nerissa A. Greene, Partner 

Halsbury Chambers 

Lambert Campbell, Dep. Dir. 

Department of Immigration 

ACP Hulan Hanna 

Royal Bahamas Police Force 

Surviving Divorce or Husband's Death: 12:30pm 

Who Gets What? 

Work Permits, Permanent Residency, 1:00pm 

Right to Work: Making the system work for you 

Protect Your Family: 1:30pm 

Gang-prooling your Children 

Group presentations, individual discussion, a rare opportunity 

Lawyers available until 3 pm for free consultation 
Call 393-4551 to reserve your seat. 

A community service event brought to you by Halsbury Chambers and sponsors: 

Bamboo Shack @ Bank of The Bahamas International © BEC @ Chelsea’s Choice ¢ CFAL 

CLICO « Pepsi © Stardust @Wilmac’s Pharmacy @ Zonta Club of New Providence  
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official website promoting the 
show, which warned attendees to 
expect a “legendary...once in a 

lifetime concert” from the rap- 
per. 

Yesterday The Tribune was 

informed that the show’s pro- 

moters were meeting with their 

lawyers “so that they can come 
to terms with what happened 
and move forward.” 

A spokesperson for the pro- 

motion team told The Tribune 

to stay tuned, as “there is a sto- 

ry to be told.” It was said that a 
full statement would be forth- 
coming on the matter, although 
up to press time none was 
received. 

The “Poppin’ Bottles” con- 
cert at the Bristol Wine and 
Spirits grounds on Gladstone 
road, organised by Red City 
Entertainment, had already 
been delayed by a day when it 
took place on Saturday evening. 

Slated to perform was top- 
billed act, Lil Wayne, along with 
reggae star Buju Banton and a 

host of Bahamian stars. 
Turning up to the show 

grounds on the evening on 
which the concert was original- 
ly scheduled to take place, Fri- 
day night, one event-goer told 

é 

Lil’ Wayne no-show 
The Tribune that he was 
informed that the company 
hired to provide the stage and 
other equipment were taking it 
down as they had allegedly not 

received the money they were 

expecting for their work. 
Advised to return on Satur- 

day, also Lil Wayne’s birthday, 
thousands of show- -goers stood 

through periodic rain storms 
waiting to see the much-hyped 
American rap star — but after 

3am the artist had yet to come 
on stage and ticket-holders 

knew that something was wrong. 
“It was raining on and off all 

night but no one was leaving 
because they wanted to see Lil 

Wayne. People kept coming all 
night,” said one person who was 
in the VIP area. 

A show-goer who travelled 
with ten friends from Freeport 
to see the concert told The Tri- 
bune the group had to extend 
their stay at the Sheraton 
because of the initial one-day 
setback. 

However, around half an hour 
_after Buju Banton finished his 
performance on Saturday, 
Bahamian MC DJ Pencil came 
on stage and told those in atten- 

Employment Opportunity 

     

    

   

        

    

    

        

           

gicbally 

¢ Own transportation 

  Email: 
' Fax 

  

Local Media House is accepting 
applications for 

Broadcast Journalist / News Reg 

The successful candidate should posses 

following qualifications: 

e Minimum of 2 years experience 
e Must have a good understanding of News 

Gathering & Production 
e An awareness of current affairs both locally and 

e Must be an enthusiastic Scie Starter 

e The ability and willingness to learn 

Please submit resumes to: 

Patty Roker, 
Director of News 
Island 102.9 FM 
Edmark House 

Dowdeswell Street 

P. O. Box N-1807 
Bahamas 

reporter@islandfmonline.com 
(242) 

Nassau, 

356-4515 

dance that Lil Wayne would not 
be appearing. 

A VIP ticket-holder said: 

cups and bottles on stage...1 

don’t think anyone got hurt, but 
you could tell people were leav- 
ing and were like ‘I can’t believe 
I spent my money on this’.’ 

moment, but then when we see 
there’s no (Lil Wayne) instead 
of being drunk I got sober, 

sober, sober,” said the Freeport 
visitor. 

“I don’t think this man (Lil 
Wayne) is in Nassau. I don’t 
think he’s in the Bahamas. I 
think they were just using the 

turn out,” he complained. 
Tickets were sold at a cost of 

$45 for general admission, $80 
for VIP, and $200 for “plat- 
inum”, which included free 
drinks and food. 

Also available were several 

to view the event, which could 
fit 20 people and offered other 
© decial treatment. 

“People paid an arm and a leg 
for this thing,” said a Nassau 
VIP ticket-holder. “People were 
spending money because they 

there. And not only that — peo- 

Friday, but it didn’t happen, and 
they came back on Saturday. 
They stoad in line, they waited 
for I don’t know how long.” 

Only on Friday had promoter 
Lisa “Red” Tottle told another 

be “the bomb” and stepped for- 
ward to dispel “rumours going 
around that Lil Wayne is not 
coming to town.” 

She is reported in The Nas- 
sau Guardian as saying, “I want 
it to be public knowledge that I 
do have a valid contract with Lil 
Wayne, Buju Banton and Bird- 
man....Now I know people don’t 
want to believe that he’s coming 
because many people have 

didn’t (show), but guess what 

— we’re delivering the goods.” 

“built a relationship” with “Lil 
Wayne and his people” 
organising the event 
hard to do.” 

She also told the newspaper 
that out of six $20,000 “sky box- : 
es” available, four had already 
been booked. 

The event was advertised as 
having highpowered sponsors, 
including Bristol Wines and 
Spirits, BTC and Bacardi. 

WwW.preownedbahamas.com 
Internet Truck Specials 

Now is The Time 

Ten Dodge Ram 1500’s 

Six-- Chevy’Silverado’s 

Two - GMC Sierra’s.... 

   

    

  

  

   

  

vevevew: 62001-2007 

seseseeeee- 2003-2006 
:2005-2006 

Four - Ford F-150’ $.cc00 ll. cmt2003- 2006 

Five - 

One 

One - 

One - 

One 

Log on to our w ebsite 

Dodge Dakota’ Sevtcrenene 2002- 2006 

- Chevy S210.) eo, Oe .. E: 

‘GMC aeoma hoes 

Ford: RANGE oes sesecseeseeeee 2004 

Nissan Altas (flat bed) 

2000 

    

ah ...2000 

  

    
for Special 

Discount Pricing, Print the page and 
Bring it in to get that Special Truck 

you 

A Division ok 

have ‘been waiting forllll 

  

_Sanpin Motors Ltd. 
Pre-owned Dept. 
Thompson Blvd 
Ph.325-0881 

      

Fax: 325-0883 

: enough to accept them, 
: Minister said. “So clearly from the 
: point of view of interceptions — 

~ + those who are coming in, our policy 
: will continue; that we would want 
: toreturn them immediately. 

local daily that the event would : 

FROM page one 
: reality that in Haiti it is not possible 
: for the Haitian Government to pro- 
: vide transportation for persons who 

: are sent back from The Bahamas to 

i places where they live.” 
“People started throwing their : Expounding on this point, Mr 

: Ingraham pointed to the current dif- 
i ficulty in Haiti of getting food and 
: medicine to many of its communities 
: and its people because of damaged 
: and destroyed roadways and bridges. 

“We enjoyed ourselves for the ; “And so that is a particular sen- 
:_ sitivity that we have to balance,” he 
? explained. “On the one hand (is) 
: our desire and need to ensure that 

: persons are not in The’Bahamas ille- 
gally and also the reality and the sen- 
sitivity of being able to dump people 

: at an airport in Haiti who have no 
i means of getting back to their 
: homes. 

name so that they could get the : “And, of course, we cannot take 

: them to Haiti without the Haitian 
: Government’s permission and so if 
: the Haitian Government is putting 
: forward points of view about their 
: difficulties and we are insensitive to 

: it, I think you would end up with a 
? situation that is a stalemate.” 

$20,000 “sky boxes” from which Mr Ingraham said Haiti accepted 
: 83 illegal immigrants who were inter- 
: cepted near the southern Bahamas 
: island of Inagua last week, adding 
: that the United States Government 
: was kind enough to transport the 
: Haitians back to Haiti by its Coast 
: Guard. 

wanted Lil Wayne to come : “We did not have a ship that 
: could do so and, of course, the Hait- 

ple were supposed to come on : ian Government was understanding 
” the Prime 

“But insofar as the regular appre- 
: hensions, we'll have to take that into 
: account, (that is) the reality in Haiti 
: for the time being.” 

During his address to the 63rd 
: United Nations General Assembly, 

: Mr. Ingraham highlighted the impact 
: ofthis year’s hurricane season in the 
? Turks and Caicos Islands, Cuba and 
: Haiti, indicating that the condition of 
: Haiti “leaves much to be desired” 
: because of its continuing political, 

? economic and social problems. 
promised this and (the artists) : “Therefore, The Bahamas is 

: especially pleased that the United 
1 : Nations has remained actively 

Ms Tottle said that she had : engaged in Haiti and hopes that the 
: much-desired improvement of eco- 

and so : 
“wasn't } 

$500,000 
nomic conditions in Haiti will soon 
eventuate. Above all else, Haiti 

requires the establishment and main- 
tenance of peace and security,” he 
told the world body. 

“As the current Chair of the 
Caribbean ‘Disaster Emergency 
Response Ayency (CDERA), I am 
pleased that the Caribbean Com- 

munity (Caricom) has been able to 
contribute to the relief efforts in 
Haiti, but its needs remain at 
proportions that can only be 

‘ addressed by the international com- 
munity.” 

The Prime Minister meantime 
emphasised during his interview the 
“critical importance” of stability, 
security, economic activity and sup- 
port for education and healthcare in 
Haiti. 

Exalted Word 

Competition 2008 

Winners 

Adria McCardy 
ist Place 

Michael Worrell 

2nd Place 

Leshae Knowles 

3rd Place 

by a Psalm 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, British American Financial continues to be at the 

forefront of promoting Healthy Lifestyles throughout the islands 

of The Bahamas through various initiatives; 

  
AND WHEREAS, British American Financial continues to 

commit substantial resources in the form of human resources 

and materials to heighten awareness of the need for early 

detection, diagnosis and tr: \tment of breast cancer, one of the 

leading causes of death among women throughout the world; 

AND WHEREAS, during the month of October 2008, British 

American Financial will participate in a worldwide crusade in 

support of initiatives to encourage the early detection of and 

cure for Breast.Cancer, with one of the highlights of the local 

observances, Lee Denim Day, being held on Friday, 3rd October, 

the day on which corporate entities and schools are asked to 

allow staff and students to wear jeans, a pin or a t-shirt with an 

imprint of the Breast Cancer Awareness symbol; 

AND WHEREAS, persons participating in the Lee Denim Day 

schedule of activities are being asked to make financial 

contributions toward the National Breast Cancer Initiative Fund, 

proceeds from which will go to the Cancer Society of The 

Bahamas and the Sister Sister Cancer Support Group to be used 

in their respective Breast Cancer education and awareness 

programmes, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Hubert A. Ingraham, Prime Minister 

of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, do hereby proclaim 

the month of October, 2008, as “BREAST CANCER 

AWARENESS MONTH.” 

IN WiiNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my Hand and Seal this 12th 
day of September, 2008. 

‘ 

Hubert A. Ingraham — 

Prime Minister  
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FROM page one 
Expected to enter his third three- 

year term as BPSU leader after beat- 

ing off challenges for his post from 

four others, Mr Pinder said he would 

like to see better communication 

between the union team and its 

members and that shop-stewards are 

“better trained” and organised to 

“sell the union more” so that mem- 

bers know they are working in their 

interests. 
“We recognised that there are a 

number of things we have completed 

that members were not even aware 

of,” said Mr Pinder. 

Mr Pinder said getting the Gov- 
ernment to comply with article 20.4 

and 40.4 of member’s industrial 

agreement will be a key. These arti- 
cles refer to tuition reimbursement 

and persons receiving their incre- 
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BPSU 
ments in the form of a lump sum 
payment under certain conditions. 

He also said that something will 

have to be done to improve the etfi- 
ciency of promotions, as currently 
people are not being appraised on a 

regular basis. This, he said, hinders 

their advancement. 
Official results for the election are 

expected to be announced by the 

Department of Labour on Tuesday. 

A total of 41 people ran for office. 

Yesterday a statement from the 

“Pen” team, led by presidential can- 

didate Kenneth Christie, questioned 
the role of the Department of 
Labour on election day. 

“Was the election of the Bahamas 

Public Service Union officers kid- 

napped or abducted by those respon- 
sible for ensuring this would not hap- 

pen?” he asked. 
“There were all kinds of discrep- 

ancies that were allowed by some 

officers of the Department of 

Labour and other persons that 

presided and assisted at some of the 
polling stations,” he claimed in his 
statement. 

Among these, the team suggested, 

was the fact that the place where the 
early poll took place was not listed as 

an official polling station by the 

BPSU in advertisements announcing 

the election earlier in the week. 
“Tt seems to have been declared 

by the BPSU secretary-general,” said 
the team, adding: “This situation is 

ripe for discrepancies and mass con- 

fusion (and) this kind of activity is 

supposed to be supervised by the 

ord Party 
Insurance 

Quito 

Come make an offer on 

our local trade ins 

i Located:Thompson Blvd 
iE 325-0881/2 Open: Mon-Fri. 8a.m. - 5:30p.m. 

H     

   

LAMPS 
RUGS: 
TOWELS 
SHEET SETS — 
TABLECLOTHS 
THROW PILLOWS 
COMFORTER SETS 
SHOWER CURTAINS 

Sat. 8a.m. - 12noon 

BATHROOM ACCESS: DRIES 

SALE STARTS 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 29th - SATURDAY OCTOBER 4th 

- . Located: Harbour Bay Shopping Center 
Ph: 393-4440 or 393-4448 

BLENDERS 
BAKEWARES 

WALL CLOCKS 
WALL PICTURES — 

PICTURE FRAMES 
ELATWARE SETS 

COOKWARE SETS 
GLASSWARE SETS 

DINNERWARE SETS 

  

Department of Labour as their man- 
date by law states to ensure the 
appearance of accountability and 

transparency.” 
The statement also claimed many 

ballots were not signed by the Pre- 
siding Officers before they were cast, 
and offered what it said was a 
scanned copy of one such ballot as 
alleged evidence of this. 

“Proper accountability of how 

many ballots were used would be a 
mystery seeing that ballots were nev- 
er validated and signed,” said the 
statement. 

But Mr Pinder yesterday said he 
saw “no discrepancies”. He said 

members of all teams were present 
to observe the early morning ballot 
and denied there was any last minute 
change of venue. 

The outcome as it stands means 
that the executive team leading the 

Maderia Shopping Plaza 
+ PO. Box $$-5166 

Nassau, Bahamas 

BSE SMS et et) Samii 

    

CHILDREN 0-17 YEARS 
One (1) completed application form (countersigned)’ 

Women’s Full Figured Fashions 

Hual Summer 

eae Sale 
50% OFF STOREWIDE 

Excluding Accessories 

All Sales are Final 

No Credit, No Gift Certificate 

Open: Mon. - Sat.: 10 

country’s largest union will remain 

the same, except for a change of vice 
president and assistant secretary gen- 
eral. 

Those posts were open to the new 
members of Mr Pinder’s team, 
Stephen Douglas and Joy Tucker, 
after the two who previously held 

the posts, Godfrey Burnside and 
Frederick Hamilton, went on to lead 
opposing teams in the election, 

unsuccessfully offering themselves 

as new potential presidents. 
The rest of the team is made up of 

Katrina Marche, executive vice pres- 

ident, vice president for the northern 

region Dawn Curtis, secretary gen- 
eral S.J. Miller, Philip Greenslade is 
treasurer, and trustees include 

Prescott Cox, Kimley Ferguson and 
Verna Bonamy. 

Mr Pinder, like other candidates, 
said turnout was poor. At around 

  

Tel: (242) 326-1879 
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E-mail: sizes@coralwave.com 
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for First Time Applicants for 
Electronic Passports 

PERSONS APPLYING WITH AN 

AFFIDAVIT IN PLACE OF A BIRTH 
* Three (3) passport - size photographs (one must 

be countersigned along with application form) 

* National Insurance Card 

*  Child’s Birth Certificate or Registered Affidavit of . 

Birth Certificate 

*  Child’s Immunization Card (If requested) 

* Mother's Birth Certificate, and Passport or Proof 

of Citizenship (if requested) 

* Primary School Records (if requested) 

+ An Interview 

- Parent or legal guardian must be present with 

applicant. 

+ When using Father's documents, the Father's 

Birth Certificate, parents registered Marriage 

Certificate and Father's Passport. 

ADULIS: 18 YEARS AND OVER 

* Search Card 

* Baptismal Certificate 

+ $4,00 Stamp on the Affidavit 

+ Mother's Birth Certificate along with documents 

requested in your age group 

CERTIFICATE 

Hospital Records 
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2,000 it was less than half of the num- 
ber officially registered to vote. 
While some of his opponents put 
this down to apathy inspired by dis- 
contentment with his administration 
and a drop off in membership, Mr 
Pinder pointed to more practical 
considerations. 

“A number of persons were 
unable to vote because they couldn’t 
find parking at the Port Department, 
or because they didn’t have an iden-., 
tification card. Next time we will 
have to consider putting that polling 
station elsewhere,” he said. , 

Prison conditions 
FROM page one 

“Having been in 37 prisons in sev- 
en countries I believe I have a per- 
spective of what prisons look like 
and Her Majesty’s Prisons, for all its 

faults, is ahead of every prison in 
the English speaking Caribbean with 
regard to infrastructure,” said Dr 
Rahming. 

The prison on several occasions 
has been criticized by Amnesty 
International for having poor health 
care facilities, detaining prisoners 

awaiting trial for excessively long 
periods and squalid conditions, 
including the practice of the use of 
slop buckets instead of toilets, 

However, Dr Rahming said con- 
ditions, especially the way in which 
prisoners in maximum security dis- 
pose of bodily waste products, are 
going to change. 

He said the prison has spent 
almost $300,000 to purchase com- 
post toilets for the maximum securi- 
ty section. “By Christmas each cell in 
maximum security will have its own 
toilet,” he said. 

Complaints of Suctcrogaine are 
unwarranted, according to Dr Rah- 

ming. ‘ 
“There are a number of cells with 

one person, but typically there are 
three to four people per cell in max- 
imum security,” he said. “It is a chal- 
lenge and we would like it to, be 
depopulated.” 

He also explained that the prison 
has four primary functions. The first 
function is to punish, the second is to 
incapacitate, the third is to rehabili- 

tate and the fourth is to deter. 
He said that HMP is actually six 

prisons in one. 
“There are six prisons at HMP. 

Minimum security is a modern dor- 
mitory, Medium security, the 

remand centre, central intake, the 

female prison, and maximum secu- 
rity,” he explained. 

Dr Rahming said that Minister of 
National Security Tommy Turnquest 
is doing a tremendous job with 
advancing the prison system. 

He said the individuals who occu- 
py the prison come there as punish- 

=, Ment and not for punishment. 

  

   

  
AUTHENTICATION OF 

APPLICATION 
The application must be authenticated and 

countersigned by one of the following persons who 

has been personally acquainted with the applicant 

One (1) completed application form 

* National Insurance Card 

Certificate of Naturalization 

and Baptismal Certificate 

woman) 

* An Interview 

  

+ Three (3) passport-sized photographs (one must . 

be countersigned along with Application form) * 

* Certificate of Citizenship or Registration z 

+ Birth Certificate or Registered Affidavit of Birth 

* Mother's Birth Certificate and Passport (except If 

applicant was born after 9th July, 1973) 

* Registered Marriage Certificate (if a married 

for at least two (2) years: 

A Marriage Officer 

Medical Practitioner 

* Counsel and Attorney of the Supreme Court 

Officer of or above the rank of Assistant Head of 

Government Dept 

Magistrate 

Members of the applicant's immediate family are 

not authorized to countersign the application. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Pick up a brochure and an application form trom the Passport Offices in Nassau at Thompson Blvd 

and Freeport at National Insurance Bullding, East Mall, Explorer Drive; also from Island Adminstratots’ offices In The Family Islands, 

Public Information lIne: 242-322-PASS (7277) 0: 242-323-2528 Fax 242-325-4832 

Email: passportofflce@bahamas.gov.bs 

A Bank Officer 

+ Justice of Peace, 

  
 



THE TRIBUNE 

Baha Mar Resorts Hosts 
‘Welcome Back’ Reception 

  

   

   
   

  

     

Seated (L-R) Andrea Myers, First Caribbean; Peter Goudie, Bahamas Supermarkets; Robert D.L. Sands, 

Baha Mar; Lottis Shearer, C.O.B.; Richard English, Baha Mar; Leah R. Davis, Baha Mar; Yvette Ingraham, 

J.S. Johnson Insurance. Standing (L-R) Jacqueline King, FirstCaribbean; Delia Ferguson; Crystal McCoy; 

Amina Sarr; Lanadia Davis; Deangelo Ferguson; Lowrell Edgecombe; Vaughn Roberts, Baha Mar; 

LaKeisha Moncur; Neucasha Greene; Maureen French, Lyford Cay Foundation; Latoya Moncur. 

    
Vaughn Roberts, Baha Mar VP of Finance; Monique Toppin, COB Professor and PSP 

Felicity Humblestone, COB Director of Selection Committee; Lottis Shearer, COB 

Development; Maureen French, Lyford Cay Director of Student Leadership; Peter Goudie, 

Scholarship Foundation Bahamas Supermarkets Limited 

    

Robert Sands, SVP Administration and External Leah R. Davis, Director of Community Relations, 

Affairs, Baha Mar Resorts; Richard English, SVP Baha Mar Resorts; Crystal McCoy, Baha Mar’s PSP 

Sales & Marketing, Baha Mar Resorts Scholar; Robert Sands; Lottis Shearer 

   
    
"PSP Scholars: Neucasha Greene, Lowrell Edgecome, C.O.B. Ladies: Monique Toppin; 

_ Monique Toppin,Amina Sarr and Delia Ferguson Yolanda Darville, COB, Development Associate; 
Felicity Humblestone; Lottis Shearer 

   be 2 Gia wee OE ee ua 

| Baha Mar’s Leah Davis and Robert Sands, SVP Administration 
Robert Sands chat with C.O.B.’'s and External Affairs, Baha Mar in the PSP Programme (Standing L-R) 

President's Scholars i Resorts, shares a few words of Peter Goudie; Robert Sands; 

» encouragement with the Scholars Rick English; Vaughn Roberts, 

: Vicente Roberts (Sitting L-R) PSP 

Scholars: Justin McFall, Matthew 
Strachan and DeAngelo Ferguson 

/ (missing Valentino Rahming) 
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~ Recognizing the males participating ! C.O.B.'s President's Scholars } Andrea Myers, PSP Donor, 
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BAHA MAR 
NASSAU, THE BAHAMAS 

    
   

PRESIDENT’S SCHOLARS 
PROGRAMME 

A Special Event for the Scholars 

of The College of the Bahamas’ 

President's Scholars Programme 

Baha Mar Resorts Ltd. treated Scholars of the 

College of the Bahamas’ prestigious President's 

Scholars Programme to a ‘Welcome Back’. 

reception to officially start the 2008-9 academic 

year. The President's Scholars Programme 

is a four-year scholarship and _ personal 

development programme designed to identify 

a limited number of outstanding students 

in order to foster their intellectual growth, 

refine the leadership skills and enhance their 

relationship with The College of the Bahamas. 

The Programme which began in 2006. ° 

Baha Mar Resorts Ltd, a patron of the President's 

Scholars Programme also. joined hands with 

other patrons including J.S. Johnson Insurance, 

FirstCaribbean Bank and Bahamas Supermarkets 

in congratulatingthe students on their outstanding 

accomplishments to date and encouraging them 

in their pursuit of academic excellence. 

    

\ irstCaribbean; Monique Toppin; 
i Vicente Roberts; Lottis Shearer i 
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Tribune Business Editor 

Bahamas-based mixed- 
- use resort developer has 
been paying staff wages 
and.other project costs 
from his own personal 

funds for the past seven to eight months, 
but pledged that after investing $32 mil- 
lion to date: “I’m not going anywhere.” 
- John Mittens, chairman of Montana 

f & 
P Seal 
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Developer funds project 
‘out of my own pocket’ | 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
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“Rum Cay principal financing $700m development, including 

Holdings, developer of the proposed 
$700 million Rum Cay Resort Marina, 
told Tribune Business that he: was just 
like most other Bahamas-based devel- 
opers who had been impacted by the 
global credit/liquidity crunch and were 
progressing with their developments 
“more cautiously”. 

“I have been funding this out of my 

own monies for eight-ish months,” Mr 
Mittens told Tribune Business. “Every 
penny that has gone out to the 20-odd 
staff has come from me. I have exactly 
the same problems as everyone else. It’s 
because of the market, nothing else.” 

As with other Bahamas-based real 

estate and resort developments, Mon- 
tana’s Rum Cay Resort Marina project 
has been hit hard by the global credit/liq- 
uidity crisis in the financial system. The 
unwillingness of banks to lend to each 
other — never mind other borrowers — 
has made it extremely difficult for devel- 

rate. 

staff wages, from own assets for past eight months 
* Pledges: ‘I’m not going anywhere’ after investing $32m to date 

* Confident new financing will come, after project hit by : 

credit crunch and real estate sales dry-up 

* Still progressing, but ‘bloody painful’ 

4 

opers in this nation to either obtain debt 
financing at all, or at the right interest 

And the economic uncertainty, exac- 
erbated by the latest round of Wall 

SEE page 4B 

Resort chain keen on two hotels in one Family Island 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

A MAJOR resort chain is 
keen on constructing two hotel 
properties on the same Family 
Island, the project developer 
has told Tribune Business, as it 
moves to obtain the last out- 
standing government approvals 
for the acquisition of a Rum 
Cay-based marina. 

John Mittens, chairman of 
Montana Holdings, said the 
company’s resort partner, Rock 
Resorts, was interested in estab- 
lishing a boutique hotel at its 
Sumner Point Marina, as well 

as at the rhain 897-acre site for 
the $700 million Rum Cay 
Resort Marina. 

Mr Mittens told Tribune 
Business that all the land plan- 
ning and hame designs for the 
Sumner Point Marina had been 
completed, and added: “Rock 
also said they were keen to 
build an 80-key hotel at Sumn- 
er Point. That will be done. It 
will create two resorts either 
side of Port Nelson.” 

Although Montana Holdings’ 
plans, like many others, have 
been impacted by the global 
credit/liquidity crunch in the 
financialisystem and economic 

2009 could be a ‘real 
challenge’ for Bahamas 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

NEXT year could be “the 
real challenge” for the Bahami- 
an economy as the fallout from 
Wall Street’s collapse and the 
US economic downturn ripples 
across the globe, with econo- 
mists and investment advisers 
questioning how 
equipped” tnis nation’s compa- 
nies and consumers are to with- 
stand the forthcoming pain. | 

With the Bush administra- 
tion’s trillion-dollar rescue pack- 
age for the US financial system 
likely to win approval this week, 
Kenwood Kerr, Providence 

_ Advisors’ chief executive, said 
the US economic travails were 
unlikely to “go beyond another 
six-nine months, 12: months at 

  

“well--- 

the outside”. 
As a result, the US economy 

was likely to start recovering in 
late 2009, but the six-month 
time lag between developments 
there and in the Bahamas is 
likely to mean this nation’s 
economy will not see rebound 
signs until very late next year — 
or even possibly 2010. 

“It’s the next year we have 
to worry about,” Mr Kerr said. 
“The next year will be the real 
challenge for us. Tourists have 
already booked and spent their 
money [for this year].” 

The relatively low level of 
savings and investments among 
Bahamian consumers and com- 
panies could pose a major prob- 
lem in this scenario. On the con- 

~ SEE page 6B 

Customs reform 

‘most critical’ 
EPA issue 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

REFORMING the Customs 
administration process will be 
“the most critical aspect” for 
the Bahamas in, fulfilling its 
commitments under the Eco- 
nomic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA), the minister of state for 
finance has said. 
Responding to Bahamas 

Chamber of Commerce con- 
cerns over this nation’s ability to 

SEE page 3B 

downturn, Mr Mittens said the 
developer ultimately planned 
to have 93 rooms at Sumner 
Point. 

That figure includes the pro- 
posed Rock Resorts hotel, 
whose cottages will be sold-on 
to buyers and placed into the 
hotel pool when the owners are 
not in town. 

Mr Mittens said Montana 
Holdings ultimately planned to 
expand the Sumner Point Mari- 
na, which it is acquiring from 
American owner, Bobby Little, 
to about 43 slips from the exist- 
ing “20-ish”. Montana also 
plans to “beef up” the site’s util- 

ities, plus the restaurant, shops 
and service offerings. 

Mr Mittens said his compa- 
ny was already operating the 
marina and its restaurant, and 
had dredged out the marina 
basin. He added that closing the 
Sumner Point Marina’s pur- 
chase with Mr Little was still 
“subject to government 
approvals and associated land 
options, which we are plodding 
through. We have a contract 
and are almost done, but are 
already running the marina. 

“We did dredge out the Sum- 
ner Point. Marina. We've 
cleared and marked out the 

Imagine. reality... 
it takes. 

confi 
to get there 
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Every idea begins with a seed of thought. 
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ColinalImperial. 
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main beach area over at the 
main resort site, survey stakes 
are in place to map out the lots, 
and we’ve set up a couple of 
viewing platforms.” 

Montana Holdings’ main pro- 
ject is the Rum Cay Resort 
Marina, upon which progress 
has slowed as a result of the dif- 
ficulties real estate developers 
the world over are having in 
accessing debt financing. 

The developer had been 
attempting to kick-start real 
estate and lot sales for the Rum 
Cay Resort Marina through a 

SEE page 8B 
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sector at 
‘wits end’ 
on court 
problems 
Chamber chief 
criticises attorneys — 
for always opposing — 
reforms 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

THE Bahamas Chamber of 
Commerce’s president has hit 
out at attorneys for always 
looking for reasons why: 
much-needed judicial reform ; 
cannot happen, telling Tri- | 
bune Business that the busi- 
ness community had “no con- 

SEE page 7B 
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Stop shopping blame 
for City Markets woes 
THE whiff of confusion aris- 

ing from Bahamas Supermar- 
kets seems to have its roots in 
high-level mistakes. The painful 
statements made by chairman 
Basil Stands at the recent AGM 
in releasing the company’s fiscal 
2007 audited reports (nine 
months late) raise serious ques- 
tions of corporate governance 
in a famous retailer patronised 
by nearly every Bahamian. 
What we see now is a public 
company: 

- whose directors for two 
years had no clear idea of its 
earnings (which turned out to 
be losses that could reach $10 
million for financial year 2008) 
and yet declared millions in div- 
idends. 

- that has never divulged the 
beneficial owners of the secre- 
tive holding company that owns 
78 per cent of its shares. 

- that is effectively controlled 
by a foreign concern that holds 
the largest equity interest. 

- that by refusing to list on 
BISX, has stifled corporate dis- 
closure and paralysed share 
trading by the 2,000 Bahamian 
shareholders who own 22 per 
cent of the company. 

It’s not the hard-working 
check-out ladies, stock clerks, 

All offices professionally fitted out to a extremely high 

or sales tabulators who have 
done anything wrong. Any fault 
lies with the directors, who 
operate in the glaring absence 
of any Bahamian laws enforcing 
corporate transparency or 
bestowing rights on minority 
shareholders. 

The news at the AGM was 
long anticipated but still shock- 
ing when announced. For 
months it was known that the 
KPMG audit for the year ended 
June 2007 was delayed because 
the company could not produce 
valid figures for the auditor’s 

review. Finally, a few months 
ago the company hired a sepa- 
rate team of accountants that 
worked tirelessly (and, of 
course, expensively) to help 
KPMG complete the task. At 
‘the last moment, the audit was 
produced, dated July 28, 2008, 
just meeting the legal deadline. 

Compared to the $8 million 
profit in 2006, the audit showed 
a small loss for 2007, while the 

directors had earlier been 
expecting a profit of some $4.7 
million. Surprise, surprise! And 
worse, the chairman had to 
warn of probable major losses, 
around $10 million, for the lat- 
est fiscal year just ended this 
June — to say nothing of the cur- 

standard, with ample parking. 

5 1661 @ $35.00 
| 850 @ $ 30.00 
| 858 @ $ 30.00 

1508 @ $ 35.00 

SYZ & CO Bank & Trust Ltd. 

= $ 4,845.00 
= $ 2,125.00 
= $ 2,145.00 
= $ 4,399.00 

Contact Sean McCarroll of Seaview Properties for 
floor plans and to view your new office. 

Phone: 359 2957 
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rent year forecast. 
The seeds of this shambles 

were sown over two years ago. 
Until that time, the company 
had been controlled by Flori- 
da’s Winn-Dixie and had jogged 
along pretty comfortably, with 
the 22 per cent Bahamian 
minority getting monthly divi- 
dends. But with the bankruptcy 
of Winn-Dixie, Bahamas Super- 
markets suddenly was “in play”, 
and two groups entered com- 

peting bids. The initial front- 
runner was backed by two local 
businessmen, Jerome Fitzger- 
ald and Mark Finlayson, but 
was pipped by a higher offer 
from a new special-purpose 

  

  

Pde arele\ Funds 

Bayside Executive Park | West Bay Street & Blake Road | P.0, Box N-1089 | Nassau - Bahamas 
Contact: Miguel Gonzalez | Tel. +1 242 327 66 33 

Member of the SYZ & CO Group: Geneva | Zurich | Lugano | Locarno | London | Luxembourg | Milan |'Rome | Salzburg | Nassau | Hong Kong 

company, BSL Holdings, who 
had to come up with $54 mil- 
lion in cash for 78 per cent of 
the 4,560,000 shares outstand- 
ing, or about $16 per share. Of 
course, this offer was not made 
to the local Bahamian share- 
holders! 

The composition of BSL, and 
the source of its funds, were 
then and remain to this day 
something of a mystery. Royal 
Bank provided a hefty acquisi- 
tion loan, and at first it was 
rumored that Abaco Markets 
was the main equity backer, but 
this was officially denied and 
the company later sold its stake 
anyway. It appears that one of 
Abaco Markets’ major share- 
holders, Franklyn Butler, took a 
piece, since he remains a 
Bahamas Supermarkets direc- 
tor. It can be guessed that the 
Fidelity Group or its clients 
were involved, since Fidelity 
chairman and chief executive, 
Anwer Sunderji, sits on the 
Board and is credited with 
being the creative mind behind 
the deal. The foreign Barbados 
Shipping & Trading wanted to 
invest, but under our Govern- 
ment policy could not take 
direct equity and instead pro- 
vided a $10 million convertible 
loan in return for a couple of 
directorships. 

After the buy-out was com- 
pleted in mid-2006, the first seri- 
ous mis-step was taken in early 
2007 when Bahamas Super- 
markets abruptly terminated 
the one-year Transition Services 
Agreement with Winn-Dixie. 
According to Bryan Knowles, 
the Bahamas Supermarkets 
chief financial officer who 
resigned last May, this decision 
by the directors was opposed 
by management because the 
necessary back-office support 
systems had not yet been 
replaced. This led to a break- 
down of the company’s report- 
ing and accounting controls, 
and the resultant failure to com- 
plete a timely audit. 

Mr Sands told the AGM that 
the previous (and wrong) esti- 
mate of $4.7 million profit in 
2007 was based on bad infor- 
mation given to him by Mr 
Knowles and Bahamas Super- 
markets management. To pro- 
tect his professional reputation, 
Mr Knowles has fired back with 
a press statement that he should 
not be blamed since he repeat- 
edly warned the directors of the 
accounting issues and doubts 
about earnings. It’s pretty rare 
to see a dispute on internal cor- 
porate issues so publicly aired.. 
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Whoever is right, it shows a 
break- down between manage- 
ment and Board, for which the 
directors must ultimately bear 
the responsibility. Indeed, Mr 
Sands made the remarkable 
admission that the directors 
could have “acted with greater 
speed and questioned manage- 
ment more aggressively” — 
almost a flat condemnation of 
himself and fellow directors in 
their oversight function.. 

It was during this fiscal year 
ended June 2007, when earn- 
ings were highly uncertain and 
eventually a loss of $189,000 
was recorded, that Bahamas 

Supermarkets paid ‘dividends 
totalling more than $5 million. 
Early in the following fiscal 
year, the directors approved 
two more dividends totaling 
$2.736 million. — this being a 
year when Mr Sands now says a 
loss of $10 million may be 
expected. 

These whopping “dividends 
from losses” were paid to meet 
one need: BSL Holdings had to 
be reimbursed for the $54 mil- 
lion cost of its ambitious acqui- 
sition, which includes servicing 
the $24 million loan from Roy- 
al. The dividends and operat- 
ing problems have starved 
Supermarkets’ cash flow and, 
as forecast by Mr Sands, will 
destroy earnings for at least 
another year. 7 

In this state of affairs a “white 
knight” has appeared from 
beyond our shores. Barbados 
Shipping & Trading, the origi- 
nal lender to BSL Holdings, has 
been acquired by Neal & 
Massy, a Trinidad-based con- 
glomerate, and persuaded Gov- 
ernment to permit conversion 
of the loari to equity, giving the 
foreign group the largest single 
equity stake in BSL Holdings 
and thus becoming the control- 
ling shareholder of Bahamas 
Supermarkets. This control is 
clearly for real, since the new 
Bahamas Supermarkets 
spokesman on all significant 
matters is seemingly Anthony 
King, chief executive of Barba- 
dos Shipping, which has had to 
sink another $5 million into the 
Nassau companies. 

The audit report reveals even 
more levels of foreign control, 
as Bahamas Supermarkets was 
party to three separate agree- 

ments with companies from . 
Trinidad and St. Lucia, under 
which it paid for ‘Management 
Oversight’, ‘Store Management 
Suite Services’, and “Technical 
Support Services’. Bahamians 
will certainly be surprised to 

learn that this expertise could 
not be found locally. One won- 
ders how Government regards 
this gaping hole in its policy of 
“retail is for Bahamians”. 

One also wonders how the 
silent 22 per cent Bahamian 

_ shareholders now value their 
investment in Bahamas Super- 
markets. The quoted over-the- 
counter share price of this non- 
BISX company is a meaning- 
less joke, since the price has not 
moved from the long-reported 
$15. Any share trading is invis- 
ible, since the two so-called 
dealers in the stock, Fidelity and 
Colina, provide no information 

. whatever about any trades they 
may have executed. At the 
least, a listing on BISX would 
have provided some market dis- 
cipline, as the Exchange would 
have insisted on full disclosure 
of ownership and formally sus- 
pended trading until the annual 
report was finally produced. 

At present, trading on BISX 
would provide some market 
guidance for valuing the com- 
pany, as the quoted price would 
have crashed after news of the 
losses. For the public share- 
holders, the future looks bleak, 
with illiquid shares and losses 
that will nullify any speedy 
renewal of the stream of divi- 
dends they enjoyed in years 
past. In short, the buy-out from 
Winn-Dixie has been a calami- 
ty for these investors. Once 
again, Bahamian minority 
shareholders are suffering from 
actions over which they had no 
control. 

Looking forward from this 
sorry history, one can only spec- 
ulate as to whether some smart 
lawyer might organise these 
people to make a clain charging 
that the directors failed to act 
“in the best interests of the 
company”, as required by Sec- 
tion 81 of the Companies Act. 
Under our jurisprudence that 
seems a long shot, but certainly 
not in the US or the UK, so 
who can tell? 

Commercially, the negative 
publicity surrounding Bahamas 
Supermarkets may help its 
head-to-head competitor Super 
Value. Although their products 
and services are much the same, 
shoppers are drawn to a busi- 
ness created, owned and run by 
a hands-on Bahamian who’s 
often seen patrolling the shop 
floor. Maybe removing one’s 
buying from Bahamas Super- 
markets could be likened to 
kicking a man when he’s down 
— but maybe a good kick is just 
what’s needed. 

\e/ 
TEACHING VACANCIES 

The Anglican Central Education Authority 

invites applications from qualified Teachers for 

positions available in Nassau and Bishop Michael 

Eldon School in Freeport. 

1 PRIMARY TEACHER 

1 SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER 

PRIMARY MUSIC TEACHER - BISHOP 

MICHAEL ELDON SCHOOL 

Only qualified Teachers, Bachelor or Master 

Degrees from an accredited University or College 

and Teaching Certificate need apply. 

For further details and application form, please contact 

the Anglican Central Education Authority on Sands 

Road at telephone (242) 322-3015/6.7 

Letters of application and/or completed applications 

forms with copies of required documents must be 

sent as soon a possible to the Anglican Education 

Department addressed to:- 

The Director of education 

Anglican Central Education Authority 

P.O.Box N-656 

Nassau, Bahamas   

¢
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S9m extra cost hits BEC’s Abaco plans 
@ By CARA BRENNEN- 

BETHEL 
Tribune Business 

Reporter ee 
THE Bahamas Electricity 

Corporation (BEC) cannot 
afford the extra $9 million it 
would cost to make Abaco’s 
new power plant run off disel, 
BEC’s chairman has revealed. 

Fred Gottlieb acknowledged 
that the new power plant 
designed for Wilson Creek has 
been met with controversy, par- 
ticularly as to why it will not be 
powered by cheaper diesel fuel. 

He pointed out that to go 
diesel would have cost an addi- 

tional $9 million, something that 
BEC simply could not afford at 
this time. 

Meanwhile, Mr Gottlieb said 
he was extremely disappointed 
by recent media criticism of the 
Corporation, saying that while it 
had its challenges, there was a 
lot that was right inside BEC. 

Speaking at the Abaco Busi- 
ness Outlook Conference, Mr 
Gottlieb said the Board stood 
fully behind the Government’s 
decision to cap the fuel sur- 
charge at $0.15 per kilowatt 
hour for households using less 
than 800 kilowatts per month. 

He added that BEC has been 
demonised in recent times, but 

HUES CT 
Rye 

 EPAIssue 
FROM page 1B 

implement its EPA commit- 
ments, Zhivargo Laing told Tri- 
bune Business that the Gov- 

ernment had developed its own 
framework document to deal 
with this issue, along with the 
plan being pieced together by 
the CARICOM Secretariat. 
“We and the CARICOM 

Secretariat have a framework 
for doing so,” Mr Laing said of 
the EPA implementation. 
“They [the CARICOM Secre- 
tariat] have provided a frame- 
work for all of the elements of 
implementation that need to be 
embraced by the various coun- 
tries. That was required by the 
[CARICOM] Heads of Gov- 
ernment. 

“We also have our own one. 
Given that there’s that combi- 
nation, they will serve as the 
guiding posts for us.” 

Mr Laing declined to. reveal 
the contents of the Govern- 
ment’s implementation frame- 
work and timetable, and what 
the priority issues might be for 
the Bahamas, as the “‘cross-cut- 
ting issues that have to be 
addressed” needed to be dis- 
cussed by different departments 
and agencies. 

However, given that the Cus- 
toms Department was respon- 
sible for,generating the bulk of 
government revenues through 
tariffs and the Excise Tax Act, 
Mr Laing said this was the area 
of key concern. 

“For the Bahamas, the most 
critical issue would be the Cus- 
toms administration process,” 
he explained, given that the 
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Customs Department would 
have to determine which prod- 
ucts were European-originated 
and thus eligible to enter this 
nation duty-free. 

Mr Laing said he was unable 
to give a timeframe for when 
the enabling legislation to give 
ratification and effect to the 
EPA would go before Parlia- 
ment, pointing out that the 
Government’s priorities were 
currently domestic economic 
and social issues. 

The minister also declined to 
provide a figure on the estimat- 
ed financial costs the Bahamas 
would incur in implementing its 
EPA obligations, saying this 
issue would be dealt with soon 
‘in a Communication to Parlia- 

ment. 
When asked whether the 

Government itself had any con- 
cern about the Bahamas’ ability 
to implement its EPA commit- 
ments, Mr Laing replied: 
“Absolutely none.” He point- 
ed out that many requirements, 
such as the competition policy 
and competition regulator, were 
several years away from having 
to be implemented. 

KINGSWAY ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL 
Vacancies for Immediate Teaching Postions 

Kingsway Academy is seeking applicants for 
teaching postions in the following areas: 

) Spanish 
9 Part-time Woodwork and Technical Drawing 

Applicants should be qualified and willing 
to teach to the BGCSE level with at least a 

Bachelor’s Degree, or equivalent, with at least 3 

years expereince at the High School Level in the 
particular subject area along with a Teacher’s 
Certificate. 

Applicants should also have the following: 
e Excellent Communication Skills 
e A love for children and learning 
¢ High standards of morality 
¢ Bea born again Christian 

Letters of application together wih a_ recent 
color photograph and detailed Curriculum Vita 
(including the names and address of at least three 
references, one being the name of one’s church 

minister) should be forwarded to: 

Ms. Kelcine Hamilton 

Academy Affairs Manager 
Kingsway Academy Business Office 
Bernard Road 
Nassau 

Salarics would be commensurate with 

qualifications and expereince. 

Deadline for Applications is Friday October 10, 2008 

stressed that the Corporation 
has employees who are hard 
working. He reiterated that the 
fuel surcharge was based on the 
current global oil price, and that 
BEC does not make a profit on 
the surcharge. 

He also stressed that BEC’s 
rates were not the highest in the 

region, pointing out that they 
were in fact lower than Bermu- 
da, Cayman, the Turks and 

Caicos and St Lucia. 
Mr Gottlieb added that BEC 

was actively examining how to 
incorporate renewable energy 
projects into its infrastructure, 
and had received around 20 

  

Join Citibank, N.A. 
Nassau, Bahamas, a 

branch of Citi, the 

largest financial 
institution in the 

We invite outstanding 
individuals, wanting to build a 

career in Corporate Banking, to 
be part of our dynamic global 

colleagues from around the 
Caribbean region and across the 

managing world. 

organization globally, providing 
treasury management to our 

local team. In addition to a great 
career, we offer a’ competitive. 
salary and benefits package. 

Interested candidates 

forward a copy of their resume 
by October 3, 2008 to: Human 
Resources, P.O. Box N-1576, 

Bahamas OR Fax: 

302-8779 OR Email: 

Nassau, 

(242) 

should 

required. 

janice.gibson@citi.com 

| 
team. You will interact with 

related financial, 

proposals. He explained that 
the Corporation was examining 
requests that would either have 
a BOO - Build, own and oper- 
ate - structure or a BOOT — 
build, own, operate, transfer. 

“We are now at the stage 
where we have received pro- 
posals and we should begin to 

see some changes in conserva- 
tion and alternative sourcing,” 
Mr Gottlieb said. 

He said, however, that the 
proposals were a long way from 
implementation as they would 
have to go through a number 
of tests to determine their via- 
bility. 

  

Treasury Head 

ROLE RESPONSIBILITIES 
Reporting to. our Regional Treasury team, the position is 
responsible for developing and implementing strategies for 

liability products. 

responsibilities include marketing and quoting rates for corporate 
‘foreign exchange contracts, money market instruments and 
derivative products and projecting liquidity and rate trends. The 
role is also focused on risk management through monitoring 
liquidity and foreign exposure, ensuring compliance with legal, 
regulatory, and internal policy requirements, and, managing ratios 
and reserves. Additional. responsibilities include overseeing all 

regulatory and management performance 

reporting, and, supervising and training support staff. 

local/foreign currency 

KNOWLEDGE/ SKILLS REQUIRED 
Candidates must possess a Bachelor's degree in Economics, 
Accounting or Finance, and, a minimum of 5 years Treasury 
experience with a major commercial and/or investment bank; a 
Chartered Accountant or CFA designation preferred. Excellent - 
marketing/sales, analytical, communication, and interpersonal 
skills, combined with a results orientation and an ability to build 
relationships, will round out the ideal candidate. Some travel is 

Challenge 
yourself to a career like no other 

LOOK WHAT'S HAPPENING 
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Aecounting I (12 Weeks) 

Fre i103, &9piei 

Sat. 10/4, 9am-lpm 

Accounting (12 Weeks) 

Pre 03, @-9pm 

Sat. 10/4, Sam-1pm 

Quick Books (12 Weeks) 

Pr 203. 0-9pn 

Sat. 14, Yam- lpm 

Intro, Computers Applications | 2 Weeks} 

$348 Sat. 104, 9a 3pm 

Intro. Computers Applications IL (2Weeks) 

$375 Sat. 10/4. Gam 3pin 

At Review (10 Weeks) 

Fri. 1h 3, 6-10pm 

Nail Care & Artistry (15 Weeks} 
Mont, Paes. Thurs 108. 6-1 0pny 

Facial Technology (10 Weeks) 

$300 

$368 

$378 

Tile Laying (1S Weeks} 

MUTAWR.B. Q/8, Same pm 

Key, 

Drywall tustallation (15 Weeks} 

M.TAWRCP. 9/8, Sam: Tin 

C0 Weeks) 

Mon. Wed. 429. Gam. tp 

Tues. Wed. 830, 6.10pm 

Yues, Thurs. 430, Sans -tpm 

Sewing (10 Weeks} 

Sat, 104, Gam-dpny « 

(Residential & Commereiah 

Man. Wed, 0/29) 9ams lpm 

Tues. Thurs. 9.30, San. tpn 

Tues, Wed. 8°30, &- 10pm 

Upholstery E (10 Weeks) 

Tues. Thies. & 20, OO pan 

Upholstery If (10 Weeks) 

Mon. Wed, 9°29, 6 10pns 
$333 

Straw Craft 110 Weeks) 

Man, Wed, §/29) Sams lpm 

Window Treatment Drapery & Valence 

Painting & Decorating (¢ Weeks) 

$300 

S3ad 

350 

SANE 

Key 
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50)2-6338/9 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday * 9am-5pm 

BPVE reserves the right te cancel courves fa mininim number 
UMN UO OM DTM SSU SOS UU COL OMSL RSMO ORCREATILE 
refund if classes are cancelled by the institution, 

Mop. Tues. Thars. 10, 6- 1pm 

Face Care & Make-up Application (oWeeks} 

$378 Sat 10/4, Samp 

Acrylic Nails (10 Weeks} 

Fre. 10/3, 6 Lap 

Barbering | (1S Weeks) 
Mon. Wed. 9/8. 6.10pm 

Tile Laying-How To Do (10 Weeks) 

Sat. 10/4, ame Pye 

Basie Blue Print Reading & 
Estimating f Residential (10 Weeks} 

Sat. 10/4, Qame 3pm 

Basic Blue Print Reading & 

Estimating LU Commercial 10 Weeks) 

Pre 100. dps. Lipar 

$300 

$320) 

$350 

Straw Craft Advanced HG0 Weeks} 

Man. Weil 824, & {Opn S350 

Shell Souvenir Manufacturing (1 Weeks} 

Mon. Wed, 9/29, Sam. tn 

Thes. Thurs, 9°30, Gane lpn 

Toes, Wed 930, fs 1Opm Sut 

Marine Outboard Engine 
Preventive Maintenance (16 Weeks) 

Mon. 1, 69pm 

Wed. L06, 6-9pn $300 

Smatl Gas Engine Repair (40 Weeks) 
Sat. 10/4, Sampo $300 

BEV iE reserves the right te change Tuition, Fees, Course Content, 

Course Schedule and Course Materials, 

PUN MRAM CRS CAO MUU en uD aS 
TUE 

Non-Buhamians are required te pay an additional fee. 

' CLASS SCHEDULE 
10 WEEK PROGRAMS 

OCT 3\- DEC 6, 2008 .- 

12 WEEK PROGRAMS 
OCT 3 - DEC 20, 2008 

15 WEEK PROGRAMS 
SEPT 8 - DEC 20, 2008 
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MORE HAPPEN INGS! at BT VI Campus    
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502-2371 today! 

Coordinator of 

Patient Registration 

Qualifications 
Baccalaurate Degree in Business or related studies: 

MBA Preferred, MHA a plus: 

3-5 years experience at a supervisory level: 

Excellent computer skills (Spread-sheets datal 

nninagement): Knowledge of ICD-9 & CPT codes perterted: 

Excellent computer literacy, 

Strong communication and interpersonal skills essential 

Ability to: consistently manager muluple priorities and 

adapt easily ina rapidly changing environment 

Position Summary 

Responsible for managing the activities and Personnel 

of the Emergency Room Admissions’Customer Service 

and Cashier Departments. 

Responsibilities include: scheduling and evaluating 

Associates while planning and executing strateies 

related to providing excellent customer service and 

ensuring accurate collection of patient information to 

maximize reimbursement, 

Direct. administer and coordinate the activities af the 

Department to support the policie 

established by the institution 

Comntunicate effectively with internal and extemal customers 

   

on a regular basis. 

Continuously participate in performance improvements 

te enhance services fo our customers throughout the 

Organization 

Salary commensurate with experience 

Excellent benetits 

Please submit resume to: Human Resources Depe 

Doctors Hospital | P.0. Box N-3018 } Nassau, Bahamas 

or call 302-4724 | Website: www.dactorshosp.com 

Email: nwatkins@doctorshosp.com   s, goals and objectives 

FROM page 1B 

Street and financial system col- 
lapses, has also dampened the 
other major source of financing 
for Bahamian mixed-use resort 

developments — real estate and 

lot pre-sales. 
Not only-have many in their 

target buyer markets — invest- 

ment bankers and other top 
financiers — lost their jobs or 
seen their wealth dramatically 
plunge, but these buyers are 
also going to find it extremely 
difficult to obtain mortgages 
and other forms of debt financ- 
ing for Bahamian real estate 
purchases. 

- In Montana’s case, Mr Mit- 
tens told Tribune Business: 
“Like everyone else, we are 

concerned about the economy, 

so we're taking a more cautious 
approach. What is happening 
[with our project]? A very lim- 
ited amount. Our sales, like 
everyone else’s, are just dull. 
We can only develop in accor- 
dance with sales. 

“IT have a reasonable level of 

confidence that I will get sup- 
port from financial institutions 
going forward, but we're tak- 
ing a more measured approach. 

I wish I could tell you we're the 
exception, that Rum Cay ts 
wonderful, people are queuing 
up to give us money and that 
we made 16 sales this afternoon. 

It’s a very tough time. 
“We are in meaningful dis- 

cussions and progress will be 
made. But it’s bloody painful. 
I can’t make any promises to 

Friday, October 3rd 2008, 
12 noon to 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, October 4th 2008, 
10:06 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sheraton Cable Beach Resort: 
Independence Ballroom 

Bringing toget’ or buyers and sellers 

of goods ana services to promote 

New Business Opportunities 

and reinforce existing relationships. 

Don't Miss Your Opportunity To... 
J Network with Key Industry Representatives 

¥ Build Strategic Business Alliances 

Wg Schedule One-on-One Meetings * 

Vv Enjoy, Taste and jest... 

® Cooking Demonstrations 

@ Delicious Food Sampling 
@ New Product Demonstrations 

Join The Nation's Leading — 

Premie 
Booths 

Businesses Including... 

Brita Water Filter Systems 

Dolphin Encounters Ltd. 

Twenty-First Century Marketingy, 

Nova Southeastern University" 

BHA - STEMM Project 

Fidelity Bank Bahamas 

OC Tie lp ec ac ye cc] 

Prime Bahamas 

McC eg Ae eRe Ce) 

Androsia 
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Purity Bakery Ltd. , 

Nee dee ke 
Aquatech Purification Corp. 

J.S. Johnson & Co. Ltd. 

Zamar Productions 

National Casino & Bartending School 

Nature's Nest Ltd. | 
And Many, 

Bahama Buy & Sell/Baréfoot Marketing 

Scotiabank (Bahamas) Ltd. 

Pacer ate PC le cu ids ¢ 

University of the West indies 

Kym's Catering & Baker & NaTya Juice 

Authentically Bahamian 

ee Ree Mace aL aS 

CITS Group 
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te 
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Lucayan Tropical 

H2Go Nautilus 

eR cu wii ie.) 
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Eagle Electric 

BTC 

BY Cray Cadi 
Call The Bahamas Hotel Association at 322-8381 

or Email: bha@¢bahamashotels.org 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE GLOBALIZATION CONFERENCE 

CALL THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AT 322-2145 
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anyone other than we’re hang- 

ing on until the good times 
come.” 

Mr Mittens described uncer- 
tainty as “the biggest enemy” 
facing both the global financial 
markets and Bahamas-based 
resort developers in their battle 
to obtain financing. With banks 
hoarding capital to bolster their 
own balance sheet, and also out 

of fear that fellow institutions 
they lend to could go bust 
tomorrow, the credit markets 
had all but dried up. 

Holdings 
Yet the Montana Holdings 

pledged that he remained com- 
mitted to both the project and 
the Bahamas. “I’m not going 
anywhere. I don’t have anything 
but the Rum Cay develop- 
ment,” he explained. 

“I sold all my UK assets to 
come here. I am stuck here, 

gladly putting my nose to the 
grind stone. I’ve invested mil- 
lions in this country, and 
brought my family over here. 
I’m not a remote developer. I’m 
here on a daily basis working 
with my staff. 

“We have not given up. I just 
don’t like giving up. All you can 
do is keep the faith, keep work- 
ing. It always changes, but I 
can’t forsee when. This is the 
worst economic situation since 
the Great Depression.” 

Mr Mittens said that exclud- 
ing land purchases, he had “put 
about $32 million” into the 
Rum Cay Resort Marina pro- 
ject itself, including interest pay- 
ments on loans. Prior to the 

credit crunch, Montana Hold- 

ings had completed all work in 
areas such as marina design, air- 
port design and environmental 
studies. 
Montana is currently focused 

on running the Sumner Point 
Marina and restaurant on Rum 
Cay, which it is in the process of 
acquiring from American Bob- 
by Little. Mr Mittens confirmed 
that the marina there had been 
dredged. 
Documents lodged with the 

US Securities & Exchange 
Commission (SEC) earlier this 
year by one Montana Holdings 
financier, Delaware-based Inte- 

grated Data Corp, revealed that 
the Rum Cay project’s initial 
debt financing came from a $20 
million construction loan 
advanced by a combination of 
UK-based Matrix and Halifax 
Bank of Scotland (HBOS). The 
latter has itself become a credit 
crunch victim with its acquisi- 
tion by rival bank Lloyds TSB 
imminent. 

The Integrated Data Corp 
documents confirmed that it 
had acquired a 20 per cent stake 
in Montana Holdings in January 
2007 by purchasing 1,120 of the 
latter’s 5,600 shares. Given that 
Montana Holdings was than 
valued at $65 million, Integrat- 
ed Data Corp paid $13 million 
for its stake through a combi- 
nation of $3.88 million in cash, 
$6.12 million of its own shares 
and a $3 million loan from 
Montana Holdings itself. 

According to Integrated Data 
Corp’s SEC filings, Montana 
Holdings’ assets included some 
$41.256 million in land, while 

funds 

its liabilities involved some 
$17.7 million in long-term debt. 

Part of the deal behind the 
Integrated Data Corp invest- 
ment involved it providing a $7 
million debt financing line to 
Montana Holdings to help fund 
the Rum Cay resort project. 
Some $1.6 million of this facili- 
ty was duly advanced, but Inte- 
grated Data Corp said both 
sides agreed on July 30, 2007, 

to reduce the amount of financ- 
ing available from $7 million to 

$5 million. 
Ultimately, the loan facility 

was terminated on November 
30, 2007, after Montana Hold- 

ings transferred a $4.05 million 
promissory note to Integrated 
Data Corp. : 

- Resort 

- The Rum Cay Resort Marina 
is a separate development from 
the Sumner Point Marina, 
although both have common 
ownership. The former, set on 
897 acres, will feature a mari- 

na, marina village, condomini- 

ums, ocean villas, ridge estates; 

a Rock Resorts condo hotel, 

residential beach club, eques- 

trian centre golf practice facili- 
ty, tennis courts and a yacht 

club. 
It will also feature an 80-slip 

Blue Flag marina designed to 
accoommodate yachts up to 
200-plus feet in length, with a 

build out of up to 200 slips, din- 

ing and shopping options, as 
well as a luxury spa and free- 
form swimming pool. Some 400 
permanent jobs were projected 
to be created at full build-out. 

A reward is being offered for information leading 

to the recovery of and/or the arrest of the persons 

responsible for the theft of a 2008 Toyota Yaris; | 

which occurred around August 13, 2008 in Redland 

Acres, off Soldier Road 

Colour: Olive Green 

Serial #: JT DBW93320-1105523 

License #: 201820 | 

Identifying Markings “Apple’’ on front wind- 

shield, ““Appleseed’’ on rear windshield, a scratch 

on left rear fender and dent on rear bumper. 

Please call CDU, Stolen Vehicles Unit 502-9938, 

502-9942, 302-3900 or 357-7502. 
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Second home 
benefits extolled 

@ By CARA BRENNEN- 
BETHEL 
Tribune Business 
Reporter 

ABACO’S second home 
market has had a tremendous 
impact on the island’s econo- 
my, and is a development mod- 

el which should be expanded to 
lesser developed islands. 

David Ralph, publisher of the 
Abaconian newspaper, told per- 
sons attending last week’s Aba- 
co Business Outlook that 
‘despite the criticism towards 
that market expressed by some 
persons, the second home and 

economy. 
Mr Ralph pointed out that 

unlike islands where the shut- 
down of a single resort proper- 
ty could cripple the entire 
island’s economy, there is no 
one property that could have 
that impact on the Abacos. 

That, he said, enables resi- 
dents to rebound more quickly 
atter external shocks. 

For example, he said that 
when a major hurricane hit the 
economy, each individual prop- 
erty was able to rebound much 
quicker than a large resort. 

Furthermore, Mr Ralph not- 
ed that unlike ‘resorts which 

property, homes and rentals will 
ensure that there are persons 
who will integrate within the 
community. 

“They need food, they need 
someone to clean the house, 
maintain the house, somewhere 
to put their boat, someone to 

maintain their boat, so there is 
the potential for entrepreneur- 
ial development,” he explained. 

Mr Ralph said, for instance, 

that a company with an inven- 
tory of 50 golf carts. has the 
potential to develop a $250,000 
worth of assets. , 

He said that increasing the 
level of second homes and 
rentals in southern and lesser 
developed islands will ensure 
that they have a revenue stream 
not dependent on huge tourist 
arrivals. 

“If say you put up five rental 

homes in Acklins, you don’t 
need foreign labour or an inter- 
national company. It can be 
quick and inexpensive, and then 
you have a property that can 
bring income to the island,” Mr 
Ralph said. 

He added that second home © 
owners and rental properties 
owners do not require or ask 
for the same concessions that 
hotels do.   

The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story. 

rental market in the Abacos 
were major components of the 

tend to encourage persons to . 
stay within the grounds of the 

NAD 
Nassau Airport’ 
Development Company 

ae 
NA Builders of The Bahamas: 

An encyclopedia of personal & business profiles 
in history by William Cartwright has hit the World 
Market! This 219. full-colour page book stands... 
alone in quality-as it delivers intriguing information 
on The Bahamas and those who: have contributed 
to its development in a MAJOR way, It features 
artists, athletes, educators, politicians, professionals, 
religious leaders and much, much more! Pick up your: 

copy at United Bookshop in the Marathon Mall or 
Cola aT a=\     <BR w& 

Ra Perea or call 324-3141" LYNDEN PINDLING INTERNATIO ! 

The Nassau Airport Development Company (NAD) is about to embark on a transformation of the 
Lynden Pindling International Airport in Nassau, The Bahamas. 

The design will evoke the spectacular bea uty of The Bahamas and the mission of NADis to operate 
the airport to be safe, friendly, clean, efficient and profitable with a local sense of place. is not employed with 

Ocean Place and she Is not 
authorized to conduct 
business on behalf of 

Ocean Place. 

NAD invites interested Contractors and Suppliers to attend a Contractors Briefing to review 

impending expansion plans. The airport will be expanded in 3 stages over the next 5 years and 

will generally include:   Stage 1 
> New US Terminal & Pier 247,000 sq. ft.; 
- Approximately 1,000,000 sq ft of new Asphalt Apron; 

  

- New parking facilities and roadways; ¢ 

Position for Accountant . Stage 2 ef 
» Selective Demolition & Construction of New International Arrivals Terminal and International Available 

Departures Pier 226,000 sq. ft; 
: . : te - Approximately 200,000 sq. ft of Asphalt Apron Rehabilitation; 

Our client an established retail organization - Removal and rebuilding of existing parking facilities; 
requires an Account Supervisor with the 
following knowledge and experience Stage 3 

+ New Domestic / International Departures Terminal and Domestic Arrivals 112,000 sq. ft; 

« Approximately 30,000 sq. ft of Asphalt Apron Rehabilitation; and 
- Minor landside improvements 

e Experience in versatile Accounting 

packages 

e Should have a strong academic 
Other components of the project include: 
+ Demolition 

background with Accounting : . raise : 
«+ Apron Drive Bridges 

    

from a Professional Institute » Elevators and Escalators 
» ~ Baggage and Building Systems 

Salary will be compensated according to the knowledge and 

experience KAN 
: A presentation will Please apply to: Nassau Resort &¢ 

  

Michael Hepburn & Co. 

Chartered Accounts 

Shirley Street 

Nassau, Bahamas 

P.O. Box N-7250 

NOTICE 
Bar 

Council will hear an application by Mr. 

      
EG CAPITAL 
BROKERAGE & ADVISORY SERVICES 

  
S2wk-Low 

Abaco Markets 

Bahamas Property Fund 

Bank of Bahamas 
Benchmark 

Bahamas Waste 

Fidelity Bank 
Cable Bahamas 
Colina Holdings 
Commonwealth Bank (S1) 
Consolidated Water BDORs 
Doctor's Hospital 
Famguard 
Finco 

FirstCaribbean Bank 
+ Focol (S) 
Focol Class B Preference 

52wk-Hi     

    

    
Take notice that The Bahamas 

    
Leon Smith for restoration to the roll,     Freeport Concrete 

ICD Utilities 
J. S, Johnson 
Premier Real Estate 

BISX Listed Dabt Secuntios 
Ss 

8.60 
10.00 pursuant to Section 41 (1) of The Legal oe 

* PTR WoC \ 
rv     52wk-Low Securit 

1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + 
1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + Prime + 1.75% 

1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + . . 7% 

1000.00 Prime + 1.75% 

19 October, 2017 
19 October, 2022 
30 May, 2013 
29 May, 2015 

1000.00 
1000.00 
1000.00 
1000.00 

Profession Act on Friday, 3rd October, 

2008 at 3 P.M., Supreme Court Build- 

ing, Bank Lane, Nassau, N.P. 

    

Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + 

52wk-Low 

14.25 

6.00 
0.20 

is Symbol 
Bahamas Supermarkets 
Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 
RND Holdings 

    

9.0 
13.4 
N/M 

2.750 
0.900 

0.000 

ABDAB 
Bahamas Supermarkets 
RND Holdings 

41.00 
14.60 
0.55 

41.00 
14.00 
0.40 

    

   

0.00% 

  

CRESS ES CE aE QRS GC 
NAV YTD% Last 12 Months 

5.27% 

4.78% 

4.21% 

5.40% 

6.77% 

NAV Date 
31-Jul-08 

31-Aug-08 
19-Sep-08 
31-Aug-08 
31-Aug-08 
31-Dec-07 

52wk-Low Fund Name 
1.2652 Colina Bond Fund 

52wk-Fi 

1.3320 
3.0250 
1.4119 

3.7969 
12.3870 
100.0000 
100.9600 
1.0000 
10.5000 
1.0184 
1.0119 
1.0172 

1.3320 

3.02650 

1.4137 

3.5807 

12.3870 

100,0000 

100.9600 

1.0000 

9.4075 
1.0184 

3.09% 
0.81% 
2.81% © 
-5.70% 
3.80% 

d Colina MSI Preferred Fund 

  

1.3€ 4 Colina Money Market Fund 

3.3971 Fidelity Bahamas G & 1 Fund 

11.7116 Fidelity Prime Income Fund 

100.0000) CFAL Global Bond Fund 
99,9566 CFAL Global Equity Pund 

   

  

Members of The Bar and any persons 
30-Jun-08 
31-Dec-07 
31-Aug-08 
29-Aug-08 
29-Aug-08 

__ 29-Aug-08 

1.01% 1.01% 
SFAL High Grade Bond Fund 

idelity International Investment Fund 

G Financial Preferred Income Fund 
-G Financial Growth Fund 

G Financial Diversified Fund 

1.0000 
9.4075 

c 
' -10.40% 

1.0000 ' 
f 
t 

1.84% 

1.12% 
1.72% 

having objections or would like to make eee 
SIMPREE TOA 

1.12% 
1.72% 

1.0000 
1.0000 

  

    representation are urged to attend the divided by cloaing price: YIELO - te 
Bid & - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity 
Aak $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity 
Laat Price - Laat traded overthe-counter price 

12 Month divider 

    

for daily volume 
Weekly Vol. = Trading volume of the prior week 
EPS & - A company's reported earnings per ahare for the last 12 mthe 

ahted price for daily volume 
from day to day 

Daily Vol aded today 
DIV % | Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months 
PIE Ck livided by the last 12 month earhings: 

(S) - 4-for dit ~ Effective Date 8/8/2007 
(S1) - te k Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007 

TO TRADE CALL: CEA 2428087010 | FIRIELIT SAAB RS BER RERRET AR ARRIBA IE QO ] COLON 

FOR MORE (INFORMATION CALL BISX GD 242-0 

. 

hearing. 
NAV - Net Asset Value 
N/M - Not Meaningful 
FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index, January 1, 1994 = 100 

+ - Nominal value = $1000.00          
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TENDER C-114 
Security Fencing 

Nassau Airport Development Company is pleased to announce the 

following tender associated with the expansion of the Lynden Pindling 

international Airport. The Security Fencing Package for Tender C-114 

Supply and Installation of Security Fencing contract to include the 

following components: 

. Survey of security fence line location 

> Tree and site clearing along fence line; including onsite 

stock piling of cleared materials 

. Supply and installation of complete security fencing 

package including gates and signage as indicated. 

Tender Packages can be picked up after 1:00 pm, on Thursday, 

September 25th. : 

Tender closing is Wednesday, October 8th at 1:00pm. 

There will be a Tender Briefing, Wednesday, October 1st. Please 

RSVP Traci Brisby by ipm Tuesday, September 30th, for briefing 

location details. 

Mobilization: Tuesday, October 14th 

Completion: Friday, November 7th 

  

      

    

Contact: 
OC Traci Brisby 
Contract & Procurement Manager — 

LPIA Expansion Project 
‘Ph: (242) 702-1086 + Fax: (242) 377.2117 

P.O. Box AP 59229, Nassau, Bahamas 
emailitraci-brisby@nas.bs 

  

2009 cou Id bea 

‘real challenge’ 
for Bahamas 

FROM page 1B 

sumer side, many households 

live from pay cheque to pay 

cheque, thus leaving them ill- 

equipped to deal with possible 

breadwinner redundancies, low- 

er take-home pay and rising liv- 

ing costs. 
As for companies, those 

already too highly leveraged 

and experiencing cash flow 

problems, with too little capi- 
tal behind them, may well go 

out of business. Numerous firms 

are probably struggling now, 

squeezed between falling rev- 

enues and soaring energy and 

gas costs. 
“I’m not sure any of the busi- 

nesses here have this kind of 
experience in recent memory,” 
Mr Kerr told Tribune Business. 
“So I'd suggest they get 
equipped as soon as possible. I 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Large private estate in Nassau seeking an Estate Manager capable 

of effectively managing the estate and supervising the household staff. 

Candidate must have a technical background to be able to maintain all 

equipment on the estate. Previous experience working with large private 

estate, small luxury hotel or embassy essential. Applications and resumes 

should include references from previous three employers. Send resume, 

certificates and references to: 

ESTATE MANAGER 
P, 0. BOX N-7776 (SLOT 193) 

NASSAU, BAHAMAS 

    

Dining Area, Family Room, Kitchen. 

business 5:30pm, Friday, 31st October 2008. 

ies 

  

Tenders are invited for the purchase of the following: 

“ALL THAT piece parcel or lot of land in the Subdivision called 

and known as “EASTWOOD? situated in the Eastern District of 

the Island of New Providence and being Lot Number Twenty 

(20). Situated thereon is a Single Family Residence with Four(4) 

Bedrooms and. Two(2) Bathrooms Entry Foyer, Living Room, 

Property Size: 9,000 Square Feet. 

This property is sold under our Power of Sale contained in 

a Mortgage dated 27th February 2006. All offers should be 

forwarded in writing in a sealed envelope, addressed to the Risk 

Manager P.O.Box N-3180, Nassau, Bahamas and marked “Private 

& Confidential”. Bids addressed in the above manner may also 

be faxed to 394-0019. All offers must be received by the close of 

The right is reserved to reject any or all offers. 

  

      
       
     

     
      
      

        

     

  

     

don’t thi 1 of them are 

equipped, -y need to con- 
trol costs, uuprove customer 
service. 

“This is the time to apply 
financial discipline. Financial 
discipline is critical - fuel usage 

in the car, power usage at 
home.” 

Yet he warned of problems 
ahead for employees unlucky 
enough to be made redundant, 

and who did not have the per- 

sonal savings to ride out the 
potential economic storm. “In 

the event they’re laid off; what 
are their options,” Mr Kerr 

asked. 
“You don’t have the kind of 

safety net that they have in the 

US. How many more cases like 

the Royal Oasis is the Govern- 

ment going to step into?” 
The Providence’ Advisors 

chief warned that the Bahamas 
could not sit idly by and let 
events in the US and world 
economy simply run their 

course. “We've got to examine 

our cost structure,” he added. 

“The operating costs for our 
hotels are too high, so it means 

our hotel rooms are too expen- 

    

sive. 

“We need to improve the cost - 

structure, the productivity, all 

of which make it more viable 
for US tourists to come here. 
We also need to attract more 
long-haul tourists from Asia and 
Europe to come to the 
Bahamas. It’s all connected. We 
no longer exist in a world by 
ourselves where external events 

no longer impact us.” 
Michael Anderson, RoyalFi- 

delity Merchant Bank & Trust’s 
president, agreed that 2009 was 
likely to be “a difficult year for 
the Bahamas”, describing it as a 
“transition year” for this econ- . 
omy as the US financial system 
worked through its problems 
and sought to move out of the 

current ‘down’ economic cycle. 

Emphasising that it was not 
all ‘doom and gloom’ from a 
Bahamian perspective, Mr 
Anderson said the pace and 
extent of economic recovery . 

might well depend hugely on 

how the US government’s 
financial system bail-out was 
received by the global markets. 

“Tf you look at it from a 
Bahamian context, I’d say there 

Tired of Being | 
  

Ls Lines 
Traffic 
High Gas Bill 

| 
Tired ?. 

      

Let us do the work for you! 

    
us for more 

    

~ 

PRIME MINISTER 

  

are two key issues for us,” Mr 

Anderson added. “One is relat- 

ed to foreign direct investment, 

and one is related to tourism. 

They are the two key suppliers 

of foreign exchange for this 
country. 

“We've seen foreign direct 

investment taper off through- 
out this year, and projects at 

various stages didn’t get going. 

There’s no new development 

taking place in the islands, and 
foreign direct investment has 

slowed down from the start of 
this year and come to a virtual 

standstill because there is no 
credit available to these guys.” 

The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps. 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 

and share your story. 

RT. HON, HUBERT A. INGRAHAM 

WHEREAS, functional movement is central to what it means to be healthy, and © 

physiotherapy, also known as physical therapy, provides services to individuals 

and populations which enable them to develop, maintain, and restore maximum 

movement and functional ability throughout their lifespan, especially in 

circumstances where movement and function are threatened by aging, injury, 

disease or environmental factors; XS \ 

AND WHEREAS, physical therapy, to the extent that it is also concerned with 

quality of life issues, actively seeks to promote the 
~ emotional, and social well being of patients through prog 

injury prevention, treatment and rehabilitation; = 

physical, psychological, — 
rammes which emphasize - 

_ AND WHEREAS, the process of rehabilitating patients, whether carried out in. 

clinics or offices, inpatient rehabilitation facilities, extended care facilities or 

private homes, often requires involvement on the part of the wider community, 

and a significant level of interaction between physical therapists, patients, other — 

health professionals, families, and care givers; 

AND WHEREAS, during the week of activities, The Bahamas Association of 

Physical Therapists proposes to increase public awareness of the extent to which 

physiotherapy services are available in The Bahamas, inform the public of the 

existence of The Bahamas Association of Physical Therapists, as well as the _ 

roles and functions of the organization, and increase membership in the Association 

by conducting a recruitme 
. Bahamas; 

nt campaign amongst Physiotherapists across The — 

: NOW THEREFORE, | Hubert A. Ingraham, Prime Minister of the Commonwealth 
of The Bahamas, do hereby proclaim the week beginning Sunday, 28th September 

and ending Saturday, 4th October, 2008 as "Physiotherapy Week". — 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto 
set my Hand and Seal this 10th day of 
September, 2008. 

Hubert A. Ingraham  
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Private sector at ‘wits 

end’ on court problems 
FROM page 1B 

fidence” in this nation’s court 
and judicial system. 

In what is likely to be inter- 
preted as thinly-veiled criticism 
of Bahamas Bar Association 
president Wayne Munroe, whc 
has attacked the Governmen- 
t’s proposed plea bargaining 
reforms, Dionisio D’ Aguilar 

told Tribune Business: “Here 
you're trying to take one step 
forward, and the lawyers — in 

their usual manner — find a rea- 
son why it can’t happen. 

“We need to move forward 
on this [plea bargaining] issue, 
but it’s the same old, same old.” 
Describing the Bahamian 

court system as being “in col- 
lapse”, Mr D’Aguilar, who is 
also Superwash’s president, told 
Tribune Business that the Gov- 
ernment, and judiciary needed 

to find a way to deal with the 
minor cases that “take a minute 
to resolve” but had the system 
“bogged down”. 

He pointed to a visit area es 
Florida legal officials to the 
Chamber earlier this year, 

where it was revealed that in 
the US some 80 per cent of cas- 
es filed were actually settled out 
of court. Only 20 per cent went 
to court, unlike in the Bahamas, 

where the absence of formal- 
ized plea bargaining meant that 
virtually 100. per cent of cases 
went to court. 

_ “The business community is 
at its wits end with the court 

system,” Mr D’ Aguilar told Tri- 
buhe Business. “The business 
community is so disappointed 
with the judicial system that we 
don’t use it any more. We give 
up. There’s no confidence and 
credibility in the system any 

e Chamber president 
-d that “the thing that most 

irustrates me and the business 
community” is that. the 
Bahamas had been run by 
lawyers since the days of Major- 
ity Rule and Independence, yet 
it appeared that no progress had 
been made in solving the judi- 
cial system’s problems. 

And this‘was despite some of 
the Bahamas’ best and most- 
able attorneys holding the post 
of Attorney-General. 

Urging the authorities to 
apply a “laser focus” to the judi- 
cial system’s problems, Mr 
D’ Aguilar said that even when 
Bahamian companies caught 
staff and customers ‘red-hand- 
ed’ stealing, “nothing seems to 
happen to them”. 

Unless they had plenty mon- - 
ey and time, the Chamber pres- 

ident said companies simply 
never bothered prosecuting staff 
and customers for theft. If they 
did, he said they often endured 

a frustrating wait under the Fig 
Tree in Bank Lane waiting for 
the case to be called, which 

could be any time between 
10am to 4pm. | 

And, Mr D’ Aguilar said, even 

if a suspect pleaded guilty to 
stealing, his experience and that 

of other businessmen suggest- 
ed that the courts were usually 
reluctant to apply the full force 
of the law. 

“They have no fear of going 
to jail,” the Chamber president 
said of thieving customers and 
employees. “How can you 
expect people to be fearful of 
the law, fearful of the judicial 
system? 

“The Government has to fig- 
ure out a way to get plea bar- 
gaining up and running, arbi-. 
tration up and running, and get 
as many cases out of court as 
possible.” 

Mr D’Aguilar said the 
Bahamas urgently needed a for- 
malized arbitration system to 
help resolve civil commercial 
disputes, such as contract con- 
troversies. “But nothing moves 
urgently when it comes to our 
legal system,” the Chamber 

president said. 
“What is it that they don’t 

see? What more do we have to 
talk about? Either make the 
decision or not. It’s this huge 
fear of changing the status quo. 
I don’t know why, because 

everyone knows the system’s 
not working. The PLP admits 
it, the FNM admits. It really is a 
pet peeve now. Solve the prob- 
lem.” 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 
CARIGNAN ADVENTURES LTD. 

(In Voluntary Liquidation) | 

Notice is hereby given that the above named 

Company is in dissolution, which commenced on 

the 16th day of September 2008. The Liquidator 

is Argosa Corp. Inc., P. O. Box N-7757 Nassau, 

Bahamas. - 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

QUARTETTO LTD. 

— 
Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 

138(8) of the International Business Companies Act 

2000, the dissolution of QUARTETTO LTD. has been 

completed; a Certificate of Dissolution has been 
issued and the Company has therefore been struck 

off the Register. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

HIGH CYCLE LTD. 

(In Voluntary Liquidation) 

Notice is hereby given that the above named 

Company is in dissolution, which commenced on 
the 12th day of September 2008. The Liquidator 

is Argosa Corp. Inc., P. O. Box N-7757 Nassau, 

Bahamas. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) 

ENHANCEMENT S.A. 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 

138(8) of the International Business Companies Act 

2000, the dissolution of ENHANCEMENT S.A. has 

  
Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

NIGELLA ENTERPRISES LTD. 

(In Voluntary Liquidation) 

Notice is hereby given that the above named 

Company is in dissolution, which commenced on 

the 15th day of September 2008. The Liquidator 

is Argosa Corp. Inc., P. O. Box N-7757 Nassau, 
been completed; a Certificate of Dissolution has been 

issued and the Company has therefore been struck 

off the Register. 

Bahamas. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) (Liquidator) 

‘Bahamas Property Fund Limited 

Consolidated Income Statement 

For The Quarter Ended 30 June 2008 

(Unaudited) 3 

Three Months Six Months | 

Ended — Ended 

30 June 2008 = 330 June 2008 

S 

INCOME 

Rental revenues 987,488 1,981,894 

Other income: 4917. 9.600 

992,405 1,991,494 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

Bank Interest 286,195 

Preference share dividends 

Other expenses 497,135 

657,453 1,065,270 

FUNDS FROM OPERATIONS (FFO) 334,952 926,224 

Gain/(Loss) on revaluation 
Amortisation of deferred expenses (27,890) 
Bad debt expense - 

(56,488) 

NET INCOME 307,062 869,736 

FFO PER SHARE | $0.14 $0.38 

EARNINGS PER SHARE $0.13 ' $0.36 

NET ASSET VALUE PER SHARE $13.21 $13.21 

_ ARGOSA CORP. INC.   
Six Months 

Ended 

30 June 2007 . 

‘§ 

1,887,295 

681,379 

1,218,829 

(33,677) 

1,185,152  
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environmental 

planning is 
required 

@ By CARA BRENNEN- 
BETHEL 
Tribune Business 

Reporter 

  

THE Bahamas needs to 
implement a greater level of 
environmental responsibility in 
its planning and development, 
the minister of the environment 
said. 

Speaking on the topic Sus- 
tainable Management of the 
Natural Resource Environment 
of the Bahamas at the 2008 
Abaco Business Outlook, Dr 
Earl Deveaux, said it was a 
challenge to build and sustain 
marinas, while at the same time 

ensuring the:environment is not 
adversely impacted. 

He said there had not been 

sufficient development of eco- 
tourism in the Bahamas, and 
added: “We need to exploit our 
shallow water resources and_ 
outdoor tourism.” 

Further, the minister noted 
that the environment must 
always underpin the level of 
investment and development 
which occurs in the Bahamas. 

Dr Deveaux said there was a 
need for Bahamians to be stew- 
ards of their environment, and 
added that the Town Planning 
Act needed to be revamped to 
ensure that whole communities 
are built with environmental 
tools, such as smart meters and 
alternative energy sources. 

Meanwhile, Roscoe Thomp- 
son, manager of the Abaco 
Shopping Centre, expressed 

Resort chain keen on two hotels in 

FROM page 1B 

Founders Programme, target- 

ing potential clients interested 
in acquiring the project’s beach- 
front lots that are priced at $1 
million. 
“We got off to a delayed 

start,” Mr Mittens told Tribune 

Business on the Founders Pro- 
gramme. “It’s not been as good 
as hoped for, but we’ve got a 
few sales trickling through and 
will build a few homes. It’s a 
really aggressive programme, 
and we did it to stimulate eco- 
nomic activity in a particular 
area of Rum Cay.” 

The Montana Holdings chair- 
man Said real estate sales chan- 
nels were slow throughout the 
world, including in the US, UK 
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Lee National Denim Day gives us the chance 

to celebrate the lives of those who have been 
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go further than ever, it may go alll the wary tio 

finding a cure for breast cancer. 
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Financial in doing something positive. Suppart 

CAUSE + ONE CURE 
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and Canada. 
He added, though, that the 

Rum Cay Resort Marina’s mari- 
na would be the first compo- 
nent to be completed once the 
project got back up to full con- 
struction speed, due to the 

demands of potential financiers. 
“The marina is on hold,” Mr 

Mittens confirmed. “The peo- 
ples closest to closing on the 
financing [for us], they want that: 
marina finished. That will be 
our priority once we get back 
into our stride.” 

He added that Montana 
Holdings’ financial plans had 
become “financing led, rather 
than marketing led” because 
the potential financiers the com- 
pany had taken down to tour 
Rum Cay wanted completed 
physical assets and infrastruc- 

The Cancer Society of The Bahamas and The 

Sister. Sister Breast Cancer Support Group. 

Tos, enpoyh Tan preaetiacige: corte jy thee Martial! Desminm Cony nian caoinfonct iiiiithy Armen am ite 

242-328-8996 | 242-328-8994 

concern about the current state 
of Abaco’s landfill, waste treat- 

ment centre, litter and crime 
level. 

While the majority of busi- 
ness is centred in Marsh Har- 
bour, Mr Thompson said he 
would like to see business 
expand to other settlements and 
areas. 

He added that he would love 
to see a tourism-based centre 
of activity similar to what is 
offered at Arawak Cay’s Fish 
Fry in Nassau. 
And he pointed out that 

based on economic activity, 
Abaco and Marsh Harbour was 
truly the country’s second city. 

“A lot of development is tak- 
ing place, but it needs to be 
planned,” Mr Thompson said. 

one Family Island 
ture to attach as security for 
their loans, rather than proper- 
ty earmarked for lotsales. | 

Meanwhile, Mr Mittens said 
Montana Holdings had to hire a 
second contractor to complete 
the marina dredging and build 
one of its man-made islands 
after running into a dispute over 
the first contract. 

“We did a fixed price, fixed 

_ duration contract and hit rock,” 
Mr Mittens said of Montana’s 
relationship with the first mari- 
qa contractor. “They eventual- 
ly came back and said they 
would not do it for that price. 
They wanted a 115 per cent 
increase.” Montana Holdings is 
now in discussions with the 
insurance company that put up — 
the performance bond for the 
first marina contractor. 
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