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Bahamas ‘spared 
4 major disaster 
PM relieved at no 
hurricane deaths | 
' By PAUL G ‘TURNQUEST 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net 

PRIME Minister Hubert 
Ingraham last night expressed 
heartfelt appreciation that Hur- 
ricane Ike did not cause a single 
death in the Bahamas. : 

Updating the nation through 
a special press conference at 
NEMA’s office in the Port 
Department, he said the coun- 
try was spared “a major, major . 

' disaster”. 
“I am very pleased that the 

building codes held up quite 
well, especially for a category 
four hurricane, and that the 

people in the communities fol- 
lowed all the advisories that 
were given by NEMA and the 

Donations to help rebuild Inagua 
ALREADY donors are opening their pocketbooks to help rebuild 

Inagua. 

Hubert Ingraham 

  

Department of Meteorology 
and that we have been spared a 

major, major disaster,” he said. 

SEE page 11 

Mr Mark Roberts, owner of FYP, Tile King and The Paint Centre, - 

on hearing that a category 4 was bearing down on Inagua, has pledged 

$100,000 worth of supplies to help rebuild the island. 
Mr Roberts, who was in Fort Lauderdale, when he learned that 

Tnagua was threatened, said he realized that after a category 4 storm res- 

idents would need building supplies. 
He said that after a proper assessment has been done as to the 

extent of the damage, and after consultation with the proper authori- 

ties, he was prepared to do his part in helping to rebuild the island. 
Another donor called on Sunday afternoon to pledge $50,000 to ee 

restore Inagua. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2008 

MEMBERS OF St Francis Xavier Cathedral pray for the att of those - 
affected by Hurricane Ike. 

Great Inagua devastated 
by ferocious Hurricane Ike 
@ By TANEKA THOMPSON 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia. net 

HURRICANE Ike pum- 
melled Great Inagua with 135 
-mph winds, with higher gusts, 
as the eye of the category four 
storm ripped through Mathew 
Town yesterday wrenching 
shutters off storm shelters, 

destroying roofs amd severely 
damaging a BTC building. 

The island was hit with dev- 
astation after hurricane force 
winds extending outward up 
to 60 miles tore shutters off 
Inagua police station and 
homes causing “water breach 
and flooding”. 

No deaths or injuries were 
reported on the island up to 
press time last night. 

According to a noon brief- 

SEE page 10 
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a By PAUL G TURNQUEST 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net 

WRITHING in pain, and with a bul-. 
let still lodged only millimetres from his - 

- spine, PLP activist Omar Archer told 
’ The Tribune yesterday that he believes 

he was shot by.a hitman who was paid 

  

Omar Archer 

  

by someone who had made attempts on his life before. 
As Isat at his bedside at Princess Margaret Hospital, Mr Archer 

said he is lucky to be alive because the gunman not only shot him in . 
the stomach, but left his vehicle and tried to shoot him twice in the 
head on Thursday evening. 

It was only By writhing clear of the bullets that he escaped with his 
~ life. When the hitman’s gun was empty, he fled the scene. 

- “When I came into the hospital after being shot in my abdomen, 

SEE page 11 

‘Millions of 
alo lebusmeyt 
damage’ to 
Morton Salt 
m@ By PAUL G 
TURNQUEST 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@ - 
tribunemedia.net 

    
   

  

    
      

   
    
        
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

      
      

   

     

    

       

        

MORTON Salt Bahamas 
Limited, located in Great 

Inagua, has-sustained “mil- 
lions and millions” of dol- 
lars worth of damage due to 
the passage of Hurricane 
Ike, managing director 
Glenn Bannister said yes- 
terday. 

Speaking to The Tribune 
from the company’s guest- 
house around 4pm, Mr Ban- 
nister said the eye of the 
storm had just passed 
Inagua, and the “back wall” 
of the storm was now pum- 
melling the island with winds 
of up to 160 miles per hour. 
“Everything is getting 

SEE page 10 

Man shot 
dead outside 
restaurant in 
Grand Bahama 

- ™By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport 
Reporter . 
dmaycock@tribunemedia. net 

GRAND BAHAMA 
recorded its seventh murder 
for the year early- Saturday 
morning when a Haitian- 
Bahamian man was shot dead 
outside the Pepperpot Restau- 
rant, in, front of a number of 

stunned and frightened 
- patrons. 

The shooting occurred 
around 4.05am at the popular 
takeaway restaurant on East 
Sunrise Highway, where the 
victim was involved in a heat- 
ed argument with three young 
men. 

Chief Supt Basil Rahming 
reported that the black male 
victim sustained multiple gun- 

SEE page 11 
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Major concern over well-being of 
Inagua National Park flamingoes 

THE INAGUA National Park is home to 
60,000 flamingoes - similar to those in 
this Associated Press picture 

AAS 

LifeFlight 
AIR AMBULANGE SERVICES LTD 

POSITION AVAILABLE 

Registered Nurse/Paramedic 

Responsibilities 
* Air medical transport of patients 
« Administration of medication, oxygen and 
intravenous fluids as indicated and outlined in the 
Clinical Protocol Manual. 

« Provide accurate and comprehensive verbal and 
written medical reports. 

Requirements: 
* Holder of current Bahamian Licence. 
= Must have at least three years experience post 
graduation in emergency or critical care medicine 

* Have current BLS & ALS Certification 
* Must be independent, responsible with good 

communication skills 
* Attractive Compensation Package. 

CV should be sent via e-mail to gigiairambulance 
_ @coralwave.com by September 30, 2008.   

  
@ By TANEKA THOMPSON 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

THE well-being of the 60,000 flamin- 
goes who make the Inagua National Park 
home became a major concern as the 
island was pounded by Hurricane Ike’s 
135 mph winds and heavy rain yesterday. 

The park, located on Great Inagua, is 
known as the world’s largest breeding 
colony of West Indian flamingoes who 
were on the edge of extinction 40 years 
ago. 

Speaking to The Tribune from Inagua 
yesterday, Morton Salt managing director 
Glenn Bannister said he hoped the birds 
flew to safe ground. 

“Well, the day before Hanna hit 

   

   

  

the world. 

Make it cs pe 

Inagua, we didn’t see one single bird in 
town - that was amazing because it is 
something that is noticeable because all, 
the parrots and birds are normally out in 
town eating guinepes and all sorts of good 
produce. 

“And the day before Hanna hit we did- 
n’t see a single one of them so I would 
imagine that they would have flown else- 
where, away from the hurricane and then 
afterwards they probably would return 
back so I think most of hem would be 
safe.” 

Once the all-clear signal is given from 
NEMA, he plans to visit the park to assess 
any damage, Mr Bannister said. 

“We haven’t had a chance to get out 
there yet after the all-clear from NEMA, 
I think we will drive around 

MIM AU RT 

there and see.’ 
Park warden siteute Nixon told ZNS 

news he last saw the birds a few days ago 
hunkering behind a mangrove forest 
seemingly bracing for the storm. 

“A few days ago I was up there and the 
roads were washed out from (tropical 
storm) Hanna and it was very hard for me 
to get out there but I did go and the 
flamingo section of the park was in good 
condition but the other side...the roads 
out there were washed out pretty bad. 
There’s some dainage to buildings out 
there. 

“Mostly I’m concerned about the 
flamingoes but, like I said, I-was out there 
a few days ago and the birds that I saw 
they were all hunkered down behind the 
huge red mangroves forest (like) they 

were preparing themselves for it.” 
He said on his last visit to the park a 

few thousand flamingoes were hunkered 
down in coves around the park or in man- 
groves to escape the heavy wind. But he 
was confident the birds would be able to 
find a safe haven. 

The 183,740-acre park is also home to 
wild donkeys, goats, pigs, the native 
Bahama parrot, the Bahama woodstar 
hummingbird, Bahama pintails, Brown 
pelicans, tri-coloured herons, snowy 
egrets, reddish egrets, stripe-headed 
tanangers, cormorants, roseate spoon- 
bills, American kestrels' and burrowing 
owls, according to the Bahamas National 
Trust’s website. | 

The park.is also a protected wetland 
habitat. 
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A FORMER College of the 

Bahamas lecturer last night 
recalled the one-time ‘rookie’ 
sports reporter who has 
become a political superstar. 
When Stephen Lay first 

encountered Sarah Palin, she 
was a novice in Alaska learning 
her trade in her first job. 
Now the self- confessed 

“hockey mum” and lover of 
moose stew has been propelled 
into the world spotlight as 
‘potential saviour of the Repub- 
Jican party’s presidential hopes. 

Mr Lay, who taught journal- 
ism at COB for three years, and 
worked as a senior editor at 
Dupuch Publications, recalls 
Palin — now Alaska’s gover- 
nor and John McCain’s running 
mate — as a “sincere and hon- 
est” person making her way.in 

  

“It would be an exaggera- 
tion to claim that I'really know 
Sarah,” he told The Tribune. 

    
“When I was the University 

‘of Alaska-Fairbanks public 
information officer, I worked 
with her a few times when she 
was a sports reporter on the 

- Anchorage station. 
“T felt she was honest and 

sincere, but she was a novice 
learning her trade at her first 
job. She made beginner’s mis- 
takes, but who didn’t? I remem- 
ber mine. 

“By all accounts she is still’ 
sincere and honest. By honest I 
specifically mean not corrupt. 
But like every politician she has 
flip-flopped on issues. 

“My friends in Alaska are 
big supporters. She took on the 
Alaskan Republican establish- 
ment and-won the primary 
despite the best efforts of the 
party insiders who backed one 
of their own.’ 

Mr Lay, who is now a col- 
lege lecturer in Thailand, is 
part-owner of an Alaskan pub- 
lishing company which has 
managed to cash in on the Palin 
phenomenon. 

Epicenter Press, which spe- 
cialises in books about Alaska, 
issued a book about her in 
March which quickly sold out - 
and reprinted it when John 
McCain chose her as his run- 
ning mate. 

“We sold out and have since 
sold more than 50,000 copies 
as of Thursday. We expect to 
top 100,000 in the next few 
weeks. That is the only book 
out about her. It is a positive 
book that portrays her as being 
.who she says she is.” 

Mr Lay, an American, said 
he will wait until the later stages 
of the presidential campaign 
before deciding how to vote. 

. “It will be interesting to see 
‘all of this unfold. We already 
have both campaigns trying to 
redefine her. The Republicans 
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REPUBLICAN presidential nominee Sen. John McCain, left, smiles after 
introducing his Vice Presidential running mate, Alaska Gov. Sarah 
Palin, in Dayton, Ohio., Friday, Aug. 29, 2008. - 

will portray her as wonderful 
while the Democrats will paint 
her as the devil. Neither will be 
accurate. 
-“Based on my limited obser- 

vations nearly 20 years. ago,.I 
thought “she -was- an 
honest small town girl who 
trusted and liked people. Noth- 
ing I have heard or read since 
then has changed my mind. 

“She will make mistakes on 
the campaign trail because she 
hasn’t faced the intensity of the 
Washington media and.a fired- 
up Democratic party. This is 
part of the real Sarah. - 

“She will answer questions 
sincerely instead of trying to 
see the agenda behind the ques- 
tion. Alaska is far more benign 
than the national political 
scene. In Alaska her real oppo- - 
nents weren’t the Democrats; 

‘it was the Neanderthals who 
control the Republican Party 

. in the state.” 
Mr Lay, who spent more 

than 20 years in Alaska, said 
Palin is the third Alaskan politi- 
cian to be on the national stage, 
but by far the most prominent. 

“Mike Gravel, who ran for 
the Democratic nomination this 

Sir oR TAGE 
2008 MODELS 

FEATURES 
e 4 CYLINDER 2.0 LITER AUTOMATIC DOHC ENGINE 
e 5 - STAR CRASH SAFETY - NHTSA 

year until he switched parties, 
was a senator 1968-1980. He is 
best-known for grabbing the 
microphone and nominating 
‘himself for vice-president at 
the 1972 Democratic: National 
Convention. : 

“In 1968, Alaska Governor, 
Wally Hickel became the Sec- 
retary of the Interior under . 
Richard Nixon. 

“He lasted for just two years. 
In 1974 Wally told me that they 
were the worst two years of his 
life. 

“He went to Washington not 
realising how vicious the 
‘national press was. 

“Basically he was torn apart, 
partially because he tried to be 
himself. This.is where I think 
Sarah could falter. While it may 
be refreshing to be herself, 
she will need to learn how to 
deal with attacks and maintain 
her honesty and sincerity. Wal- 
ly didn’t. It destroyed him 
nationally.” 

Mr Lay left Nassau for Thai- 
land in early 2007. While at 
COB he organised a successful 
writers’ conference and was 
popular among journalism stu- 
dents. 
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Mayaguana hit by food and water 
shortage following Ike onslaught 
Wo 

© In brief 

Fox Hill 
community 
leader Eric 
Wilmott dies 
aged 74 

COMMUNITY leader and 
“unofficial historian of Fox 
Hill” Eric Wilmott passed 
away suddenly at his home 
yesterday. He was 74. 

He was a crime reporter in 
‘the 1960s who then worked 
his way up to the editorship 
of The Nassau Guardian 
toward the end of the 
decade. 

Mr Wilmott was one of the 
bright lights in the Fox Hill 
community whose love for 
the historic village and its 
people manifested itself in 
his perpetual participation in 
the annual Fox Hill Day Fes- 
tival and his years as an 
organist at St Anselm’s 
Catholic Church. 

He completed two decades 
worth of service this past 
summer on the Fox Hill Fes- 
tival Committee. This year’s . 
event was named in his hon- 
our. 

Mr Wilmott was also 
awarded a British Empire 
Medai when he was recog- 
nised for his work as a jour- 
nalist and for his community 
work in Fox Hill. 

A senior media figure who 
worked with Mr Wilmott in 
the 1960s said: “Eric always . 
struck me as a straight-talk- 
ing man of high principle. He 
became editor of the 
Guardian for a short time . 
but once told me he didn’t 
like the political aspects of 
the job. 

“J think he much preferred 
to be out on the road gather- 
ing news and meeting peo- 
ple. He was a very likeable 
person with a hearty laugh.” 

GB police 
seize over 
100 pounds 
of marijuana 

By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport 
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - Grand 
Bahama police seized more 
thar. 100 pounds of marijua- 
na and arrested two men of 
Haitian-descent at the Bell 
Channel Inn in Lucaya on 
Saturday. 
According to reports, 

Drug Enforcement Unit offi- 
cers went to the resort on 
King’s Road around 1.10pm 
and executed a search war- 
rant on room A12 in connec- 
tion with possession of ; 
firearms and/or dangerous 
drugs. 
When ofticers arrived at 

the room, they, informed the 
two male occupants of their 
purpose for being there and 
conducted a search of the 
premises. 

Chief Supt Basil Rahming 
reported that officers discov- 
ered 140 pounds of marijua- 
na. 

He said the men, aged 21 
and 25. of Weddell Avenue, 
were arrested and taken into 
custody at DEU headquar- 
ters. 
Formal charges are expect- 

ed to be filed against the 
men on Monday in Freeport 
Magistrate’s Court. 
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@ By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

THE supply of food and drink- 
ing water still remains a “great 
concern” for residents of 
Mayaguana who suffered through 
tropical storm conditions yester- 
day as Ike battered the southern 
Bahamas. 

Officer-in-charge of the Abra- 
ham’s Bay police station, Inspec- 
tor V Rahming, told The Tribune 
the majority of the 140 people liv- 
ing in the settlement were hud- 
dled in shelters rationing out food 
and water supplies. 

Although the National Emer- 
gency Management Agency 
(NEMA) flew 20 cases of relief 
water and food supplies’to the 
island on Friday, supplies are still 
low on the island because its 
weekly mailboat route has been 
disrupted for almost a month, Insp 
Rahming said. 

The mailboat is the main source 
of food supply for island. 

“The people are faring well, 
they have supplies of water and 
food at the shelters and some of 
their own. There is concern of a 
(food and water) shortage but 
they are rationing it out. We def- 
initely need some more supplies 
for sure because the (mail)boat ’ 
hasn’t been to the island for it 
must be about a month now. 

“So there is really nothing left 
on the island for the people - but 
(the foodstores) they are basical- 
ly empty,” said Inspector Rah- 
ming from Abraham’s Bay police 
station. 

He added that for the time 
being the island’s “greatest .con- 
cern” would be making sure that 
rationed supplies last until anoth- 
er food and water shipment 
arrives. 

Last week, Mayaguana chief 
councillor Earnel Brown told The 
Tribune that residents were “get- 
ting by” but a mailboat had not 
visited in weeks. 
“We haven’t had a mailboat 

service in quite a while so that has ¢ 
really contributed to the problem 
but we are getting by. We didn’t 
have a scheduled stop prior to the 
storm and since then, because of 
the (bad) weather, the mailboat 
hasn’t been able to sail,” he said. 

As Hurricane Ike slammed the 

High winds and light rain expected. 

DEBRIS LITTERS a ‘sidewalk during Hurricane Ike, as seen through the windshield of a car, on the island of Providenciales, in the Turks & Caicos 
  
Islands, yesterday. Ike roared across the low-lying Turks and Caicos island chain before dawn yesterday as people i in the British territory sought 

refuge in emergency shelters or in their homes. 

  

“I think because they were aware of 
the strength of the hurricane, a lot of 
people decided to use commonsense 

and seek out shelter.” 
  

Turks and Caicos Islands and 
Great Inagua as a category four 
hurricane, Mayaguana was lucki- 
ly spared. The island only experi- 
enced light, continuous rain and 
heavy wind as dangerous hurri- 
cane Ike ripped off storm shut- 
ters and damaged roofs on Great 
Inagua some 60 miles away. 

However, the island’s electrici- 
ty was shut off by BEC around 
1.30am yesterday but generators 
were being used at government 
shelters and clinics. 

“We're holding up pretty good 
(but) the rain has been continu- 
ous, not necessarily heavy. We 
had quite a bit of rain already 
(and the) tropical storm condi- 
tions have intensified a little bit 
since a few hours ago, but right 
uow I see chickens outside 

Insp. V Rahming 
scratching so it ain’ all that bad. 
(On Saturday) I guess it was 
rough...I mean basically the hard 
winds, lil’ bit of rain, stuff like 
that, but mostly just. that - a lot 
of-winds and some rain,” said Insp 
Rahming. 

The island is home to 312 locals 
who live in three settlements: 
Pirate’s Well on the north coast, 
Abraham’s Bay on the south 
coast, and Betsy’s Bay on the west 
coast. When he spoke to The Tri- 
bune. yesterday morning, Insp 
Rahming said he had no reports 
of infrastructure damage or flood- 
ing in Abraham’s Bay or Pirate’s 
Well. 

About 36 persons sought shel- 
ter at Abraham’s Bay High . 
School,:22 were.sheltered at the 
Pirate’s ‘Well. Primary School, and 

as Ike churns over Great Inagua 
TROPICAL storm force winds 

and light rain were expected on 
Acklins, Crooked Island, Long 
Cay and southern Long Island as 
dangerous Hurricane Ike churned 
over Great Inagua yesterday. 

Ike weakened into a category 
three storm as it approached Cuba 
last night. 

’ A hurricane warning remained 
in effect for the south-eastern 
Bahamas, including Acklins, 
Crooked Island, Mayaguana, 
Inagua and Ragged Island. 

A hurricane warning also 
remained for the Turks and 
Caicos Islands and the central 
Bahamas, including Cat Island, 
Exuma, Long Island, Rum Cay 
and San Salvador. 

According to a timeline pre- 
pared by the Department of 
Meteorology, Acklins and 
Crooked Island received tropical 
storm force winds from yesterday 
afternoon which were not expect- 
ed to die down until 2am today. 

Tropical storm force winds 
were expected in South Long 
Island from 4pm yesterday to mid- 
night today. . 

The Ragged Island chain was 
expected to receive tropical force 

‘Umbrellas 
Loungers “Ga 
Drinks Trolleys 

winds up until 11am today. 
Land lines in Acklins and 

Mayaguana were out due to a 
power outage on Saturday night. 

At Spm yesterday, the centre. 
of Hurricane Ike was located near 
jatitude 21.1 north, longitude 74.6 
west or about 90 miles west of 
Great Inagua and about 75 miles: 
north-northeast of Guantanamo, 

Cuba. Ike is moving toward the 
west near 14 mph with a west to 
west-northwest motion expected 
last night and today. 

On this track, the core of the 
hurricane was expected to con- 
tinue to move away from the 
south-eastern Bahamas and over 
or near eastern Cuba last night 
and tomorrow. 
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- about 32 people sought shelter in 
. three different private residences 

that were set up as storm shelters 
in Abraham’s Bay. : ’ 

“I think because wey were | 
aware of the strength of the hur- 
ricane, a lot of people decided to... 

use commonsense and seek out 
shelter. And most people took 
necessary precautions with board- 
ing up their homes and every- 
thing,” said Insp Rahming, adding 
that he has been in close contact 
with NEMA andthe island’s 
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administrator. Another Mayagua- 
na resident said the elderly and 
others had moved into shelters, 

caused by Hurricane Donna some 
years ago. 

“People have taken this very 

’» remembering the heavy. damage: 

seriously and have moved into, 
' shelters, especially the elderly,” 
she added. The Tribune was 

trator Jackson McIntosh who was 
said to be touring the island and 
assessing Hurricane Ike’s impact. 

CARPET, FURNITURE; MARBLE & TILE CARE | 
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Inagua’s hurricane myth shattered 
AS A YOUNGSTER we were always led to 

believe that hurricanes and Inagua did not mix. 
Every island in the Bahamas had experienced a 
hurricane, but not Inagua. 

Hurricanes would threaten, but never strike, 

and so the myth grew that Inagua was the only 
island in the archipelago that had never hosted 
a hurricane... and by educated deduction, nev- 
er would. 

Recently Morton Salt’s managing director, 
Glenn Bannister, told radio ZNS much the same 
story. Over the years, he said, Inagua was for- 
tunate, because for as long his memory served 
him, the island had never experienced a full 
onslaught from any major hurricane. 

Yesterday, Hurricane Ike, a dangerous cat- 
egory 4 storm, destroyed that myth. 
“Boy we got hit, and we got hit hard. This is 

going to be devastating for the island,” said Mr 
Bannister as Ike pounded Mathew Town, doing 
millions of dollars in damage to the Morton 
Salt plant and devastating the island. 

“Inagua is messed up,”-said old time resident 
Carl Farquharson as we got through to him on 
his cell phone. “We went through hell this morn- 
ing (Sunday).” 

Mr Farquharson said that shingles were | 
blown off most of the houses, light poles weré 
down, large trees uprooted, Morton’s plant bad- 
ly damaged, roofs ripped from the two hurricane ' 
shelters — the Anglican Church and the Com- 
munity Centre — but as far as he knew no one 
was injured. 

He said Ike struck about 6am Sunday and 
“really hit hard until past 9am.” Apparently 
the eye went over the island at about lam. — 
When we spoke with Mr Farquharson shortly - 
after noon everything was still relatively quiet. 
Inaguans were out inspecting the damage. “We 
have no communication,” he said, “so I don’t 
know if we are in the eye, of the storm, or if it 
has passed.” 

Asked about nature’s edict that no hurri- 
cane should ever touch Inagua, he replied: 
“Well, it’s sure: made up for it now...” Cut off 

mid-sentence, his cell phone went dead. 
However, reporters.speaking later with Mr 

Bannister learned that the lull of which Mr Far- 
quharson‘spoke, was indeed the eye passing 
over, with the storm resuming with terrible fury 
a short time later. Its vicious winds and lashing 
rain was expected to continue until 4pm. (See 
story page 1). 

As a young girl in the early forties we were 
on a mail boat headed for Mathew Town, 
Inagua, where we were to join two of our broth- 
ers for the summer as guest of the Erickson 
family, then the pioneers of what is now the 

. Morton Salt plant. Everything was going 

smoothly — except shortly after crossing Nas- 
sau’s bar the mailboat’s water supply shut down. 

The mailboat dropped anchor off Long Cay. 
After the mail and supplies had. been rowed to 
the settlement by dingy, the captain pulled -up 
the anchor and off we went for another island, 
and the next mail delivery. However, during 
that night the chief engineer died — Mr Harg- 
reaves, an English resident, whose son later 

served as Black Rod in the House of Assembly. 
It meant that the boat had to return to Long | 
Cay to prepare Mr Hargreaves for burial. When 
the boat dropped anchor again, a cable was 
delivered to us. It was an order from our Dad, 
Sir Etienne Dupuch, to get off the boat imme- 

diately and stay with Commissioner Harry Mal- 
one and_his family until a hurricane, travelling 
our way, had passed. This was the first that the 
captain had heard that a hurricane was threat- 
ening. But for the death of engineer Hargreaves, 
we would have sailed right into its destructive 
winds. 

The mailboat éaptain had had no word from 
his office about the hurricane. However, acting 
on the information in Sir Etienne’s cable, he 

sought safe anchor on the lee side of the island. 
He off-loaded all the passengers, and we walked 
in spotting rain across the island to the main set- 
tlement of Albert Town. There the town of 80 
some residents turned out fora wake that... |... 
cloudy afternoon, followed by the burial of Mr 
Hargreaves. 

After several days the all-clear. was given . 
‘and we were again on our way to Mathew 
Town. During our time there the island was 
abuzz about an approaching hurricane..We were — 
assured that nothing would happen because of 

‘the special pact Inagua had with nature. That 
evening we stood on the seashore and in the 

. stormy mist saw the sails of a floundering sail- 
boat ‘fighting the angry seas. The next morn- 
ing the sailboat was a wreck on the rocky shore. 
As for Inagua, the storm had passed and the sun 
was out. 

At the end of the summer on our return to 
Nassau, this time with our brothers, we stopped 
and went ashore at Long Cay to see Commis- 
sioner Malone and his family. The island had 
been devastated. The Commissioner’s home ° 
had been badly damaged, as had the Anglican 
church. During the hurricane residents took 
shelter in the small stone building in which the 

wake had been held for Mr Hargreaves. The 
room in which we had slept in the Commis- 
sioner’s home had caved in. 

Once again a storm had stood off Inagua, 
but turned away. However, poor little Albert 
Town had been crippled. Yesterday, Hurricane 
Ike shattered the Inagua miracle. 

t   
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Gambling: 
religion must 
not hold our — 

leaders hostage 
EDITOR, The Tribune. 

It should have happened a 
long time ago, but as the say- 
ing goes, better late than never. 
So when Prime Minister Hubert 
Ingraham announced several 
months ago that he was consid- 
ering legalising the numbers 
business, because the laws 

against it could not be enforced, 

or so it seemed, for most that 

was welcomed news. 
I for one have long been con- 

cerned about The Bahamas’ 
political leaders being held 
hostage by religionists who set 
up ramparts against gambling 
on the supposed ground that 
gambling is immoral. 

Over time, the opposition 
eroded as so called “number 
houses” mushroomed with the 
advent of modern technology. ° 

The idea of a national lottery 
surfaces every now and then, 
but, off course, this always 
draws howls of protest from the 
religious establishment. 

However, given that church- 
es, businesses and charities 
actively promote and partici- 
pate in games of chance in the 
shape of raffles and other 
“drawings”, this strikes me as 
being more than a tad hypo-- 
critical. 

Furthermore, such protest 
fails to take into account the 
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existing underground economy 
of the illegal numbers racket, 
which according to my inside 
sources, can generate more 
money for our national coffers 

- than all the casino taxes col- 

lected by the Government in 
- 2006, if the industry is properly 
regulated. 

This assumes a tax on gross 
revenue of say 71/2 per cent per 
annum. 
Such activity is illegal, avery: 

one knows it is illegal, yet still it 
flourishes, sometimes with the 
tacit acceptance and even active 
participation of those charged 
with enforcing the law. 
How ridiculous is this? 
The entire country pays lip 

service to the notion that gam- 
bling is illegal in order to satis- 
fy some self-righteous penchant 
for keeping up appearances, 
while ‘at the same time what 
seems like the entire popula- 
tion blithely engages in games 
of chance of one description or 
another, in broad daylight and 
out in the open. , 

Yes, one can argue that those 
purchasing raffle tickets 
designed to raise money for 

local charities have altruistic or 

philanthropic motives that are 
as pure as the driven snow, but, 

in my experience, they defi-. 
nitely have their eyes fixed on: 
the car, the Caribbean cruise or 

whatever the major prize might : 
be. . 
Why not therefore, legalise 

what is already taking place and 
benefit the entire community 
instead of just those engaged in 
the numbers racket? 

There can be little doubt that 
it would generate new revenue 
streams for government for the 
financing of education, health. 
sports, roads, community out- 
reach programmes and other 

Significant projects while boost- _ 
ing many aspects of our econo- 
my in general, and really, how 
difficult would it be to regulate 
and police properly? 

For too long, in my. view, 

gambling in The Bahamas has - 
been the usual can of worms, 

on which the lid has been kept 
tightly closed by local interests 
of one kind or another. 

The recent announcement by | 
the Prime Minister has: stimu- 
lated much discussion. 

It is my considered view that 
the time to act on this matter is 
NOW! 

JERRY ROKER 
Nassau, 
June, 2008. 

Govt should consider changing the 
way duty i is assessed on motor vehicles 

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

I read with great interest your 
editorial of May 8th on energy 
conservation and agree with the 
contents. 

Iam closely associated with a 
company that sells motor scoot- 
ers/cycles and confirm that the 
duty is 65 per cent plus stamp 
tax of 7 per cent. . 

This is almost as much as the 
highest category on automobiles 
of 75 per cent plus stamp tax of 
7 per cent. 

I find the level of duty on 
motor scooters/cycles incredi- 

"bly high. 
After all, a 100cc four stroke 

motor scooter gets approxi- 
mately 80 miles to the gallon! A 
more appropriate duty would 
encourage some motorists to 
conserve energy and at the 
saine time take up less space on 
the roads. 

Asa | matter of interest during 
the FNM’s second term in office 

' I was told by a member of the 
House of Assembly that the 
government had eliminated the 
duty on crash helmets to 
encourage riders to wear them. 
My question is what is the point 
of eliminating the duty on crash 
helmets with the duty on motor 
scooters/cycles so high? 

Unfortunately when it comes 
to automobiles there is no 
incentive for our government 
to make any changes to the duty. 
structure. 

This is due to the fact that the 
Bahamas Government derives 
substantial income from the 
duty on vehicles and fuel. The 
real negative here is that the 
more cars and fuel that are 
imported the more foreign 
reserves leaves the country 
(never to return) to pay for 
them. 

In listening to one of the talk 
shows on the radio this week 
they indicated that there has 
been a substantial reduction in 
the country’s foreign reserves 

' in recent months. This is anoth- 
er cause for concern. 

It seems to me that consider- 
ation should be given by the 
government to changing the 
way duty is assessed on motor 
vehicles, 

‘At the present time the duty 
is assessed on the landed. 
cost/value of the vehicle regard- 

less of size. The duty starts at 45 
per cent plus 7 per cent stamp 
tax and goes to 75 per cent plus 
7 per cent stamp tax. 

All vehicles with a landed val- 
ue of $25,000 and above are in 
the maximum duty category 
(except trucks that are at 50 per 
cent duty plus 7 per cent stamp 
tax). 

Some years ago the duty was 
based on engine size and it 
maybe time to go back to this 
method and at the same time 
reduce the duty on vehicles with 
small economical engines of 
let’s say 2000cc and less. 

. We should then increase the 
duty on the gas guzzling big 
vehicles with big engines sub- 
stantially. 

If you want the gas guzzler 
you will have to pay the higher 
duty. 
Some incentive should also 

be given to diesel vehicles (both 
cars and trucks) as their mpg is 
a lot better than most gasoline 
vehicles. 

Last but rot least the age and 

condition of the vehicle should 
be factored in for the importa- 
tion of motor vehicles because 
on older or wrecked vehicles 
more parts will possibly be 
needed from “Midnight Auto 
Parts”! 

JEFFREY M ALBURY 

Nassau, 
May 13, 2008. 
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20 years of 
the Royal 3 
Bahamas Police | 
Cadet Corps 
THE Royal Bahamas 

Police Cadet Corps is cele- 

brating 20 years of existence 

with a series of activities. 

Monday, September 22 - 
Preliminary debate (7pm) at 

the Paul Farquharson Con- 

ference Centre. 

Saturday, September 27, 

‘2008 - Fun, Run, Walk - 6am 

Souse Out (immediately fol- 

lowing) tickets $8. 
Sunday September 28, 

2008 - 
Church Service 10am New 

Destiny Baptist Church, 

Blue Hill Road. 
Mondzy September 29, 

2008 - 
Opening of exhibition 

10am Mall at Marathon. 

Wednesday, October 1, 

2008 - 
Debate Finale (7 pm) Live 

Recording at the Paul Far- 
quharson Conference Cen- 
tre. 

Thursday, October 2, 

2008 - 
Talk Show (Love 97) 
Friday, October 3, 2008 - 

At the Paul Farquharson 

Conference Centre. Time 
7.30. 

Man convicted 
of manslaughter 

A MAN was convicted of 
manslaughter in the 
Supreme Court last week. 

Ishido Saunders, 24, who 
was represented by attorney 
Craig Butler, had initially 
been charged with murder i 
in the 2006 stabbing death i 
of Andrew Farquharson. i 

On Friday, Saunders was 
convicted of manslaughter - 
by 9-3. 

Saunders stood trial 
_ before Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Stephen Isaacs. 

His sentencing has been 
deferred pending a proba- 
tion report. 

Lorna Longely-Rolle, 
Anthony Delaney and Kirk- 
land Mackey represented 
the prosecution. 

O In brief 

Alda de 

cqIccor 
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Restaurant arme 

robbery investigated. 
m@ By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

POLICE are investigating the 
armed robbery of a Chinese 
restaurant on East Street South 
yesterday. 

Police say around 11pm Sat- 
urday, an employee of the 
restaurant located near Smith’s 
Motel was accosted by two gun- 
men after he left the building. 
The gunmen reportedly forced 
the employee back inside the 
restaurant before robbing the 
eatery of an undetermined 
amount of cash. 
ASP Walter Evans, polic 

press liaison officer, said: “Just 
before 11pm (Saturday), at a 
Chinese restaurant located in 
the area of Smith’s Motel on 
East Street South, an employee 
went outside when he was 
accosted by two gunmen. They 
forced him on the inside and 
robbed the restaurant of a large 
sum of cash and fled on foot in 
that area.” 

A manager of the restaurant, 
who asked to have his name 
withheld, said this was the first 
time the eatery was robbed. He 
said he had no idea how much 
money was stolen but plans to 
beef up security measures at 
night. Investigations are con- 

i tinuing. - 
In other crime news, a spe- 

cial operation called “Yellow 
Flood” spearheaded by officers 
from Grove Street police sta- 
tion over the weekend netted 

_ four arrests. 
According to ASP Evans, the 

officers were assisted by offi- 
cers from the Central Detec- 
tive Unit (CDU), Drug 
Enforcement Unit (DEU) and 
representatives from Internal 
Security Division. 
The special operation was 

executed Friday night between 
4 and 11pm. 

The contingent surrounded 
the area of Amos Ferguson 
Street around 8pm when a male 

+ 

reportedly broke off in a run 
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upon seeing police, ASP Evans 
said. 

The male ran into another 
group of officers who stopped .. 
and searched him, allegedly 
finding a .9 mm handgun 
with four live rounds of ammu- 
nition: 
The suspect, a 30-year-old 

man from South Beach, 

was arrested and remains in 
custody. 

Officers also arrested a 19- 
year-old man from Windsor 

’ Place who was allegedly found 
with a small quantity of mari- 
juana, ASP Evans said. 

In this special operation 
police picked up two persons 
who had outstanding arrest 
warrants for not appearing in 
court, he added. 
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“In House Financing Available” 

‘CO down payment for 
Government Workers 

at $11,900 
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| Details of National Art Gallery 
improvements are revealed 

| 

  

EXECUTIVE E PRODUCER thong Smith lining up and giving prospective 
models instructions for their interviews. 

Fashion extravaganza 
finalists to be announced 
FINALISTS for a spectacular 

fall fashion extravaganza to high- 
light the beauty of Bahamian 
youth will be announced next 
week. 

For about three months, young 
model hopefuls from islands : 
throughout the country used the 
internet to sign up with Ford Mod- 
els and Models242 for a chance to 
become the fresh new face of fash- 
ion modelling. 

And last week, Mystical Fitness 
and Health Spa in Palmdale was 
overflowing with prospective mod- 
els, as a bevy of hopefuls turned 
out for one last opportunity to be 
chosen as one of the final 12 for , 
the October fashion event. 

“With this being our inaugural 
event, I am more than pleased 
with today’s turnout,” said Antho- 
ny Smith, executive producer for 
the event. 

“From what I am seeing, nar- 
rowing down all entrants and 
choosing six girls and six guys for 
our October grand finale is going 
to be hard, and I am just glad that 
I’m not the one who is going to 
be responsible for making the 
decisions. . 

“But, after we consult with 
Ford, no matter who they recom- 
mend,” continues Smith, “the 

_ quality of the young women who 
turned out says that the Bahamas 
is going to be well-represented at 
its first appearance at the Ford 
Supermodel of the World compe- 
tition in January, and I am excited 
about that.” 

In addition to Smith and the 
local director for the Supermodel 
of the Bahamas/Male Face of 242 
programme, Mark Humes, on 
hand to assist with interviewing . 
the young hopefuls at the final 

Were looking 

some “old” friends... 

“RBC Royal Bank of Canada’s Main Branch was built in 1917 

casting were Miss Bahamas World 
beauties and talent co-ordinators 
for the event Anya Watkins (2007- 
08) and Deandra Conliff (2006- 
07), runway coach Delano Sweet- 

ing, and technical director Kent 
Minnis. 

“This is a very exciting time for 
everyone involved,” said Humes." 
“When I began this process in 
June of this year, I did not realise 
what a daunting task it would be. 
And despite the challenges 
encountered getting to this point, 
seeing the number of young peo- 
ple who turned out for this chance 
to live a dream, I am glad that I 
didn’t entertain the idea of giving 
up.” 

Added Smith: “Now the public 
will have to keep an eye out next 
Monday to find out who the lucky 
12 will be,” said Smith. 

“We wish all finalists luck, and 
we look forward to the public 
turning out in numbers to show 
their support, in every sense, for 
these young men and women.” 

’ Tickets go on sale Monday, Sep- 
tember 15, and will be available 
at Diamonds International, Car- 
los Valentino on Bay and Victoria, 
Flaunt It on Rosetta Street, Urban 
Nation in the Mall at Marathon, 
and Coco-Nuts Bahama Grill, 
West Bay Street. 

e A portion of next Tuesday’s 
Women’s section will have an in- 
depth feature on the 12 finalists 
and next Wednesday’s Arts. ana 
Entertainment section will outline. 
details of who and what the pub- 
lic can expect to see at the grand 
finale of the Ford Models’ Super- 
model of the Bahamas and the 
Models242 Male Face of 242 in 
October, 
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@ By NICOLE FAIR BHATTI 

THE steward of our national art treasures, 

Curator Erica James, has revealed details of 
the National Art Gallery of The Bahamas’ 
(NAGB) expansions and improvements, 
which are divided into three major works 
projects and will be conducted over the next 
six to 12 months. 

Ongoing at present is the painting and 
repair of Villa Doyle’s exterior, including 
slate retiling on the lower verandahs and 
stairwells. 
Commented Ms James: “In effect, the main 

gallery is undergoing a mini-facelift. It really 
is a living building with regular maintenance 
being part and parcel of taking proper cate of 
an historical building.” 

Not only does it house some of the finest 
artwork in the land but it also plays host to 
highly professional and artistically represen- 
tative seminars and events. The main gallery’s 
appearance must naturally reflect the role 
for which it was designated back i in October, 
1995, she said. 

With the importance of this unique role 
in mind, Ms James has elected to deal with 
what has been by far the most pressing infra- ” 
structural issue over the course of the NAG- 
B’s history and that is the air conditioning 
system. 

The second phase, slated to begin within 
the next few weeks, will encompass a full 
redesign and reinstallation of the system. Ms 
James explained: “The alleviation of these 
problems are the result of a concerted effort 
on the part of the Gallery to get things “just 
right’ whereby optimising conditions for the 
work on display and for our visitors, improv- 
ing air quality and the ability to control and 
adjust temperature and humidity levels, 
resulting i in a decrease in energy consump- 
tion.” 

The third phase and the piece de resis- 
tance is the much anticipated renovation and 
expansion of the South Annex building. 

An impressive and comprehensive archi-. 
tectural plan by Anthony Jervis Architect 
Limited shows a graceful staircase with glass 
windows which would allow for the natural 
light so necessary for the relaxed ambience of 
a co-operative workplace. 

A basement beneath the middle section 
as well as a second level will convert this one- 
storey building into a three-level, multi-func- 
tional space so necessary for the NAGB?’ s 
administration. 

Ms James added: “We have been assured 
by specialists, those who know how to work 
with limestone, that as we are 72 feet above 
séa level there is no problem with going down 
a level.” 

With offices, a staff room, a catering 
kitchen, storage space and lecture rooms in 
the Annex, more space will be freed up in the 
Gallery for exhibits as well as allowing for the 
expansion of the mixed media store and the 

  

THE NATIONAL Art Gallery of The Bahamas’ (NAGB) 
  

main building, Villa Doyle, where two of the 
NAGB’s current works projects are taking place. Commented Curator Erica James: “In effect, the 
main gallery is undergoing a mini-facelift. It really is a living building with regular maintenance 
being part and parcel of taking proper care of an historical building.” 

addition of a café, a much requested resource 
_ by visitors. 

Enthused Ms James: “With no coffee house 
nearby, the café will become a much-utilised 
space, We are sure, and will encourage the 
lingering of visitors as well as engendering 
the kinds of impromptu discussions and 
responses to our exhibits which a community’ . 
-space like ours is all about.” 

Having submitted the architectural plan 
to the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Cul- 
ture, the ministry to which the NAGB is now 
answerable, Ms James hopes to gain Cabinet 

approval for the exciting third phase i in the 
very near future. 

Speaking to the ongoing maintenance of 
the NAGB’s Villa Doyle, Ms James said:, 
“Our last major project occurred after Hur-' 
ricanes Frances and Jeanne when extensive’ 
repairs had to be made to the roof. 

“T am really looking forward to the next} 
year as these improvements not only consist! 
of regular repairs but also extending the range 
of the Gallery’s activities and more’ pro-: 
foundly deepening its community roots which’ 
really is the mandate of this institution.” 

ongratulations 

  

  

    

This year-in November- RBC Roya! 
Bank of Canada will celebrate 100 years 
of operation in The Bahamas. Our 
longevity and success would not have 
deen possible without the: loyal support . 
of our customers. 

We want to honour some of our “oldest” 
friends. So we are offering special gifts 
for the earliest Royal Bank photos, 
stories, anecdotes and records-an oid 
passbook, correspondence, statement, 
a cancelled cheque, old photos, etc. 

if you’re a veteran Royal Bank client, 
or if any of your family members were, 
‘we'd love to hear from you. And we'd 
especially like to see your old Royal 
Bank records. 

As we observe our 100th year as the 
premier financial institution in The 
Bahamas, we want to express our 
appreciation to all our customers. 
Without you we could not have come 
this far. 

Thank you. 

If you think you quaiify, 
please mail a copy of your record to Jan Knowles at 

P. O. Box N-7549, East Hill Street, Nassau, Bahamas 
by September 30. 

Please include your name, telephone number 

ce > Wasa’ YOU SUCCEED 

and email address with all submissions.    
    

on the passing of the Bachelor of Law LLB 
with Honors from the University of London. 

From: Her husband, O'Neil; children, oe 
Taneil, Taneika; parents, Russell & Anna 
Strachan, in laws, Thomas and Maybel 

‘gibson and the rest of the family. 

Especially, uncle 
Anthony Thompson (Attorney). 

We Love You!  
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Storm causes GB power outages Immediate name 

change for the 
Sheraton hotel 
STARWOOD Hotels 

and Resorts Worldwide 
has changed the name of 
the Sheraton Cable Beach 
Resort to Sheraton Nassau 
Beach Resort. The new 

name is effective immedi- 
ately. 

The resort’s name 
change was made in 
response to Nassau’s 
increasing recognition as a 
leading destination in the 
region among travellers 
and visitors to the island. , 

“Nassau has become 
one of the most popular 
destination spots in The 
Bahamas and is very famil- 
iar to those travelling to 
the islands,” said Tim Rec- 

tor, vice-president of sales 
and marketing for Star- 
wood’s Caribbean region. 

“It was only natural that 
we change the hotel’s 
name to Sheraton Nassau 
Beach Resort to.capitalise 
on Nassau’s growjng 
appeal, while also preserv- 
ing our unrivalled beach 
location.” 

The 694-room Sheraton 
Nassau Beach Resort 
offers accommodation fea- 
turing a large private bal- 
cony or patio. Rooms are 
equipped with high-speed 
Internet access, LCD flat- 

screen televisions and the 
signature Sheraton Sweet 
Sleeper™ Bed —a multi- 
layered creation adorned 
with voluptuous down pil- 
lows, sensuous cotton 
sheets and a signature 
blanket and duvet. 
Bahamians can enjoy a 
vacation at home at the 
Sheraton taking advantage 
of the resident rate of $99 
plus taxes and fees for the 
months of September 
through November. 

Canada's prime 
Minister calls 
early election 
@ TORONTO 

CANADAY’S prime minis- 
ter on Sunday triggered an 
early election, dissolving Par- 
liament in a bid to bolster his , 
party’s grip on power in a 
vote next month that will be 
the country’s third national 
ballot in four years, accord- 

ing to Associated Press.. 
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper says he expects the 
Oct. 14 vote to produce 
another minority govern- 
ment but recent polls show 
the Conservatives could win 
the majority they need to 
rule without help from oppo- 
sition parties. 

Analysts said Harper’s 
party has a better shot of 
winning now than if they had 
waited until being forced 
into a vote later when the 
Canadian economy might be 
worse off or after Canadians 
could be influenced by the 
US. presidential election 
results. : 

The Conservatives unseat- 
ed the Liberal Party in 2006 
after nearly 13 years in pow- 
er but as a minority govern- 
ment have been forced to 
rely on opposition lawmak- 
ers to pass legislation and 
adopt budgets. 

Electoral legislation that . 
Harper helped enact after he 
came to power in 2006 fixed 
the date for the next election 
in October 2009. 

But a loophole allows the 
prime minister to ask the 
governor general to dissolve 
Parliament, which Harper 

did Sunday after signaling in 
recent weeks that he was 
leaning toward an early elec- 
tion. 

Harper said he is running 
on economic issues and has 
stressed his opposition to an 
energy tax proposed by the 
Liberals. 5 ee 

“Between now and Oct. 
14, Canadians will choose a 
government to look out for 
their interests at a time of 
global economic trouble,” 

Harper said on Sunday. 
“They will choose between 

direction or uncertainty; 
between common sense or 
risky experiments; between 
steadiness or recklessness.” 

Liberal leader Stephane 
* Dion acknowledged his party 
faced an uphill battle in the 
election campaign. 

Mea 
RY 

FOR PEST PROBLEMS 
PHONE: 322-2157 

      

@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - The Grand 
Bahama Power Company reported 
that power outages occurred in sev- 
eral areas throughout the island as 

‘aresult of Tropical Storm Hanna. 
Work crews were busy on Friday 

working to restore power to some 
200 isolated incidents reported at 
individual homes. 

The company’s teams began 
their assessments at 7am. However, 
due to strong winds in excess of 

30mph, linesmen could not be dis- 

patched until around 9am when 
wind gusts had dropped to allow 

safe working conditions. 
“The system suffered minimal 

mechanical damage and we have 

confirmed reports of only two 

downed poles during the storm. 
We have received fewer than 200 

isolated problems and we are cur- 
rently working on restoring power 
to these individual homes,” said 
officials. 

According to the company, their 

system began experiencing isolated 
problems at 9pm Thursday, with 

the majority of outages beginning 
at 4am on Friday. 
Some of the areas affected 

included the Harbour area, West 

End and Eight Mile Rock, Town 

Centre, Bahamia North and South, 

parts of Lucaya and Jolly Rodger, 
and Sweeting’s Cay in the East. 

Power was restored at West End 
and Town Centre by 10.30am, and 
remaining areas by Friday after- 
noon. 

By the afternoon, 81 of the 200 
isolated problems remained unre- 
solved. 

Inclement weather prevented 

crews from travelling to Sweeting’s 
Cay on Friday. 

A crew is expected travel to the 
Cay by tomorrow morning to 
address power issues on that island. 

The power company advised the 
public to-stay away from all 
downed power lines. They also 
urged residents not to install gen- 
erators into their home’s power 
system without professional assis- 
tance, and to contact the 24-Hour 

Call Centre should they experience 
any power difficulties. , 

The company reminds the 
Grand Bahama public to remain 

vigilant and secure their homes for 

further weather problems. 
Officials said regular updates on 

the status of restoration will con- 
tinue to be given through the local 
media. 

The Grand Bahama Power 
Company has a list of hurricane 
safety tips on its hurricane infor- 
mation page on their website at 
www.gb-power.com. 

Grand Bahama Power Company 
Ltd. is a totally integrated utility 
company serving the island’s 50,000 
residents and commercial estab- 
lishments from east to west. 

Sister Sister Breast Cancer Support Group prayer breakfast 

  
SECRETARY OF the Sister Sister Breast Cancer Support Group, 

Helen Rolle, a survivor of breast cancer, speaks about the group's 

prayer breakfast, held over the weekend. 
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Bahamas Bus & Truck Co., Ltd. 
Montrose Avenue 

Phone:322-1722 * Fax: 326-7452 
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New Shipments Arrived 
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Get Your First Choice 
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On Premises 
Check Our Prices 
Before buying 
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Used Cars 
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US OUT 

employees. Call for details. 

          

      

      
      

         

  

   

MEMBERS of the Sister Sister Breast Cancer 
Support Group held a special prayer breakfast on 

Saturday at the Wyndham Nassau Resort on Cable 

Beach. 
Secretary of the group, Helen Rolle, a survivor of 

breast cancer for the past three and a half years, 

said: “September is the anniversary of the Sister 
Sister Breast Cancer Support Group and for the 

past three years we have held a special prayer break- 

fast. 
“We feel that this is significant considering that we 

‘are all survivors of breast cancer, and therefore it is 

imperative that we always give thanks to God for 
sparing our lives. 

er women. 

“This event is most significant for us and we hope 
that it will also serve as an encouragement for oth- 

“Funds derived from the prayer breakfast will be 

Rolle. 

“GET NOTICED 

used specifically to assist women who for a number 
of reasons cannot afford to pay for their podicat, the 
instrument implanted under the skin which allows 
them to have their chemotherapy treatment,” said 

The Sister Sister Breast Cancer Support group 
was born out of the Surgical Suite, headed by Doc- 

tors Charles Diggiss and Lockley Munroe. The 
group’s president is Andrea Sweeting. 

  
Uniforms * Embroidery * Screen Printing * Promotional Products 

  

    
Career & Casual Wear 

East Shirley Street + Ph: 393-1004 * 393-3104 « www.sun-tee.com 
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a NAD 
Nassau Airport 
Development Company 

    

LPIA EXPANSION PROJECT: Nassau Airport Development Company (NAD) is responsible for 

the development, operation, management and maintenance of the Lynden Pindling International 

Airport, the fourth busiest airport in the Caribbean, serving over 3 million passengers each year. 

With Phase II airport expansion planned to commence in January 2009, NAD is seeking 

experienced construction management personnel: 

PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR _ 

Qualifications: 
* 5 to 10 years of construction related 

experience on one or more large scale © 

projects; , 

Engineering Degree, EIT, or other 

Responsibilities: 

Review design drawings and technical 

specifications as they are developed and 

provide feedback to the design team as it 

relates to scope, schedule, constructability, 

phasing and budget; Technical Qualifications; 

* Assist the Construction Manager with * Excellent analytical and problem solving 

various tasks related to tendering, skills; 

Excellent oral and written communications .. 

skills are a must; 

Superior interpersonal and organizational 

skills are a must; 

Ability to work effectively with all 
organizational levels; : 

Ability to read and interpret construction 

drawings is a must; 

Excellent computer skills including: 

MS Office, Cad, scheduling software, or 

other related software are beneficial 

procurement and evaluation.of contractors 

and vendors; 

Coordination of quality assurance and 

quality control testing and Ministry of 

Works inspections throughout the various 

stages of construction; 

Coordinate tenant fit-out of retail, office 

. and concession space in accordance with 

the Tenant Design Manual developed for 

the LPIA Expansion Project; 

Liaise with local utility companies and 

tenants to facilitate the sequencing and 

phasing of ihe project and to maintain ine 

overall schedule; 

Communicate clearly and interface 

_ with a multi-disciplined design and 

construction team including architectural, 

structural, mechanical, electrical, civil and 

environmental professionals; and 

Assist with contract administration, 

reporting, site inspection and 

commissioning of the various project. 
contracts. 

. 
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SmartChoice 

, Sales 

If you have an ‘OLD CLUNKER 
and want to get rid of it 

Now is the time to get that Ford you have always 
dreamed about owning, we have available 

ocus, Taurus, Taurus X, Escape, ee Explorer, 
I Edge, Ranger, F-150 and the diesel Crew Cab Ranger 

On the spot finacing with Commonwealth Bank 
On the spot insurance with Advantage peululic 
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aes friendlymotors@hotmail.com ¢ WEBSITE: friendlymotorsbahamas.com 
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i: Sa a ae 
Grand Bahama escapes major 
damage from tropical storm 

@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - Despite some 
minor flooding in some areas, 

Tropical Storm Hanna did not 
cause any major damage as it 
passed just east of Grand Bahama 
early Friday morning. 

Weather officials reported that 
the highest measured wind gusts 
reached 42 knots and rainfall of 

. 2.30 inches was recorded at Grand 

Bahama International Airport. 
Island administrator Alexan- 

der Williams said no major dam- 
‘age was reported. However, there 
was localised flooding in some 
areas. 

In Freeport, wind brought 
down a few tree branches and rain 
water caused minor flooding in 
some streets. Some flooding was 
also reported in East and West 
Grand Bahama. 

At noon on Friday, Grand 

Bahama was still under tropical 
storm warning as strong winds 
were experienced throughout the 

morning hours as the storm 
moved further north out of the 
area. 

At llam, the centre of Hanna 

was nearly 165 miles to NNW of 
Freeport with increased forward 
speed near 20 mph. 

Although government offices 
were open for normal business, 
government and private schools, 
and the airport, remained closed 
on Friday. 

Shelter 

Administrator Williams said 17 
persons sought shelter at the Eight 
Mile Rock High School gymna- 
sium, and seven turned up the 
Special Needs shelter at the 
Christ the King Church Hall in 
Freeport. 

“T am pleased to report that 
there was nothing out of the ordi- 
nary, only some localised flooding 
in areas but nothing to displace 
anyone, and from all indications 
the roads are still passable,” he 
said. 

Queen’s Cove residents report- 
ed no major flooding in that area, 
which is prone to severe flooding 
from the north shore during hur- 
ricanes. 

East End residents experienced 
more intense conditions as Hanna 
passed east of the island around 
2am on Friday. 

Minister of Housing Kenneth 
Russell, MP for High Rock,-said 
powerlines were down near the 
graveyard in East-End, as well as 
on Sweeting’s Cay. 

He noted that, despite minor 
flooding of the road between Pel- 
ican Point and McLean’ s Town, 

-everything was fine. 
Mr Williams said residents 

should continue to pay close 
attention to weather reports on 
Hurricane Ike. 

“We are now going to have to 
gear up and brace ourselves for 
that system,” he said. 

The Disaster Preparedness 
Consultative Committee held an 
official update at 2pm on Friday at 
the Administrator’s Office in 
Freeport. 
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Amendments to Sports Act discussed 

  

MINISTER of Youth, Sports, and Culture Desmond 
Bannister (far right) met with the Anti-Doping Com- 
mittee to discuss amendments to the Sports Act to 
comply with international regulations supervised by 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC). The reg- 
ulations would hold athletes criminally responsible 
for abusing substances and would disqualify them 
from participating in international competitions and 
maintaining international titles and medals. 

Guest Artist 

Vicki Yohe 

The committee plans to employ a resident doctor 
to monitor the drug interaction habits of athletes 
and to advise athletes of endangering circumstances 
that can compromise the integrity of their sports 
performance. 

Also pictured from left: Basil Christie, president of 
the Special Olympic Committee and Archie Nairn, 
permanent secretary in the Ministry of Youth, Sports 
and Culture. 

©) Nights © Day Sessions 
7 ze © Workshops * Boat Cruise 

} Dr. Wayne 
Thompson 

REGISTRATION FEE 
(For Day Sessions/Workshops Only) | 

includes Boat Cruise 
$50 Without Boat Cruise   Dr. Ruth Warne 

© Recognition Awards 

Pastor Claudine 
2 

Pastor Mark 
Farquharson Graham 

The Diplomat Center, 

Carmichael Road: 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Tel: 242- 461 6445/2 

Fax: 242-341 -6936, 

Website:www. bfmmm. com 
eterna 

Email: info@bfmmm. com
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PICTURED from left following presentation are Frederick DeCosta, Sr ( 

Decker Munnings (Assistant Labour Officer), Deandra McKinney 

cer, Brenetta Rolle (Ministry of Labour), Floretta Laing (Department of Labour) Deborah Bethel ( 

AIR-CONDITIONERS! AIR-CONDITIONERS! 
AIR-CONDITIONERS! AIR-CONDITIONERS! 

   

  

ESTIMATE PREPARED FOR FINANCING AT THE BANK OF YOUR CHOICE 

When it comes to quality We Don't Compare! 

MULTI DISCOUNT FURNITURE AND 
YOU 

CANNOT. 
BEAT OUR 
PRICES NOT 
EVENIN — 
MIAMI Rye) Pak eeae ky eee cre Y 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 

Montrose Avenue (Just North of Bahamas Bus & Truck fer.) 

When you think of the average SUV ‘on 

   

    

    AIR-CONDITIONERS! AIR-CONDITIONERS! 

parent), Latoya Ferguson (student), 

(student), Tajah Laing ( 
Lakenderia Rolle (student), 

student), Barbara McCartney (Senior Labour Offi- 

Department of Labour). 
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Grants of up to $1,000 
for students after — 

internship programme 
TEN students were awarded 

school grants of up to $1,000 after 
completing an eight-week sum- 

mer internship programme. 

The programme was a part- 

nership between the Department 

of Labor, the Department of 

_Immigration, and Management 

Research Inc, into its fifth 

year. . 
It gave students an opportuni- 

ty during the summer months to 

research subject matters that 

could assist them in broadening 

their knowledge and securing 

gainful employment, according to 

MRI’s Jim Cone. 
Topics included researching 

local businesses and interviewing 

senior executives; international 

investing and investment analy- 

‘sis; and analysing the challenges 

facing Bahamians ages 16 through 

25 in dbtaining higher education 

and job opportunities. 
Deborah Bethel, Labour Offi- 

cer at the Department of Labour, 

said the programme empowered 

the road today, you think of road- 6 “high-grade ~ 

hogging, air-polluting gas guzzlers 

that wouldn’t know the meaning of 
high precision and fuel efficiency if it 

were emblazoned on their windshields. 

‘But there is an alternative. The refined - 

M-Class from Mercedes-Benz. 

TYREFLEX STAR MOTORS 

engine power -deliveri g 

~ turn-on-a-dime performan 
_ being frugal on fue di d its 

streets, the Merce 

clearly the best choi 

  
Call us today for your new Mercedes-Benz M-Class at 325.4961 

Wulff Road, P. 0. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas * Fax: 323.4667 ‘ 

students by selecting research 

projects that engaged them in 

hands on experience. | 
Concepts included developing 

a positive attitude while accepting 

personal responsibility; time man- 

agement including the importance 

of punctuality; working individ- 

ually and as a team; perseverance, 

and, the importance of being 

adaptable. 
The programme is available to 

young Bahamians who are seek- 

ing employment through the 

Department of Labour and desire 

to attend college to pursue their 

career. : 

Upon completion students are 

issued grants of $500 to $1,000 

reflecting the final completed pro- 

ject. 
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“Georgian president vows | 
to reclaim two provinces 

Hi TBILISI, Georgia 

ON THE eve of a European 

Union shuttle mission to convince 

Russia to pull its troops back to 

prewar positions, Georgia’s presi- 

dent vowed Sunday to regain con- 

trol of two breakaway provinces 

with the help of “the rest of the 

world”, according to Associated 

Press 
A month after the Aug. 7 out- 

break of war in the region and 

weeks after a cease-fire was 

approved, Russian troops remain 

entrenched deep inside Georgian 

territory. 
French President Nicolas 

Sarkozy is due in Moscow on Mon- 

day at the head of an EU delega- 

tion charged with reducing tensions 

and ensuring Russian compliance 

with the cease-fire terms, which 

include withdrawing its troops to 

positions held before the fighting 

broke out. Russia says those troops 

  

are peacekeepers and that they are 
allowed under the accord. 

Despite the presence of Russian 
troops on Georgian soil, President 
Mikhail Saakashvili said the West 

would help his country regain con- 

trol of South Ossetia and Abkhazia, 

the separatist regions of Georgia 

recognized as independent nations 
by Moscow last month. 

“Our territorial integrity will be 

restored, I am more convinced of 

this than ever,” Saakashvili said in 

a televised appearance. “This will 
not be an easy process, but now 
this is a process between an irate 

Russia and the rest of the world.” 

“Our goal is the return of our 

territory and the peaceful unifica- 

tion of Georgia,” he said. 

In Moscow, Prime Minister 

Vladimir Putin, who often taunts 
the West, insisted in an interview 

broadcast late Saturday that Russia 

was justified in its intervention in 
South Ossetia. 

We Re-Bath 
Oe AEE ee 

In Just One Day! 
Our DuraBath SSP Bathtubs & Wall Systems 

are custom made to cover worn-out bathtubs 

and out-of-date wall tiles... 

‘No Mess. No Stress. 

RE*BATH BAHAMAS 
(Manufacturer’s Lifetime Warranty). 

Telephone 

- (242) 393-8501 
“Authorized Dealer’ 

RAO ee Rented eerer CUR aU CH Cee Tea MMLC) iC 

Open Monday - Friday - 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.   
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"FROM page one 

ing from the National Emer- 
ency Management Agency 
(NEMA) yesterday shutters 
were blown off Inagua police 
station and residences causing 
“water breach and flooding.” 

Ike’s intense power also 
blew shutters off the hurri- 
cane shelter at St Philip’s 
oe Centre - where 

> people sought shelter. - 
a Water sane breach, 
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   THREE NIGHTS 

- OF MISSION SERVICES 

PRECEDING OUR PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

SEPTEMBER 9" to SEPTEMBER 11 2008 

7:00 P.M. NIGHTLY 

THEME: 
"SERVING CHRIST THROUGH MISSION 

ts AND MINISTRY” 

Tuesday Sept. 9" 
; + “,, As Agents of Change” 

Fr. Sebastian Campbell 

Wednesday Sept. 10° 
,. AS Agents of Hope” 

Canon Basil 1 

Thursday Sept. 11th 
“+ AS ae of Peace” 

LD 
COMMONWEALTH BANK 

  

Great Inagua devastated 
hy ferocious Hurricane lke 
NEMA said. 

The roof of the Sunday 
school section of Zion Bap- 
tist Church, which housed 51 
persons, was also struck By 
Ike causing a water breach. 
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CORE RESPONSIBILITIES: 

thorough manner. 

QUALIFICATIC 

experience in Lending 

@ Strong leadership skills 

® Strong sales abilities 
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Commonwealth Bank is the premier Bahamian Bank with 

branches located in New Providence, Abaco and Grand Bahama. 

We are committed to delivering superior quality service, to 

training and developing our employees, to creating value for our 

shareholders and to promoting economic growth and stability in 

® Interviewing mortgage and other credit applicants in a 

professional, timely and efficient manner while ensuring. 

the necessary financial and supporting information is on 

hand for efficient loan processing. 

* Adding value to your customers’ portfolio of financial services 
by acuvely promoting, marketing, building and cross selling all 
deposit investment and consumer credit business. Consistently 

provide highly courteous customer service in an informed and 

Assist the manager in attaining the targets 

incorporated in the Branch’s financial plan. 

* Maintaining and overseeing a portfolio of High Value or 

Premier customers and assisting the Manager in oversight of 

the branch’s commercial portfolio. 

ONS, SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE: 
* Five years commercial banking experience with at least two years 

* Ability to deal tactfully with customers. 
* Suong communication skills both written and oral 
* Commitment to Customer Service Excellence 

Excellent PC skills (MS Word, MS Excel) 

* Some Accounting knowledge ts helpful but not essential 

REMUNERATION PACKAGE: 
Commonwealth Bank is a Great place to work! We offer an 

exciting work environment with the opportunity for growth 
and development. We also offer a competitive compensation 
package, reflecting the successful applicant’s experience and 
qualifications, including a performance’ based incentive plan, 
health, vision, dental and life insurances and a pension plan. 

Interested persons who meet the minimum requirements 
should submit their requests in WRITING by E-MAIL or FAX 
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| 
| 

THE HUMAN RESOURCES RECRUITMENT UNIT 
SOUTH WING, THE PLAZA, MACKEY STREET 

: NASSAU, BAHAMAS 
| TELEFAX 393-8073 
| E-Mail address: HR@ combankltd.com 
| RE: Personal Banking Officer : 

  

“ Commonwealth Bank sincerely thanks all applicants for 
their interest in becoming a part of our Bank, however, 

only those under consideration will be contacted.” 
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Persons seeking refuge at the 
shelter moved into the main 
section of the church, 
NEMA said. 
NEMA also reported that 

the roof of the BTC office in 
‘Mathew Town was “severely 
damaged” when a communi- 
cations satellite dish fell 
through it. 

Island administrator Pre- 
ston Cunningham told ZNS 
news via a telephone inter- 
view yesterday morning that 
his “biggest concern” was the - 
possible storm surge of 13 to 
18 feet. He said residents of 
Inagua took Ike’s threat seri- 
ously and those living on 
coastal areas evacuated their 
homes. About 135 people 
fled to shelters. 

“Inagua is getting heavy 
downpour of rain, winds hav- 
ing increased tremendously, 
we're having gusts in excess 
of 70 plus (mph) and it’s 
going downhill rapidly at this 
time. “You can see the 
countenance of persons show 

Bank ¥ 
Financing 
Available 

signs...of being a little fright- 
ened. They haven’t been 
through this kind of thing in 
many, many years - some 
have never seen a storm of 
this magnitude and so they 
are a little worried (but) they 
will sit tight and hope for the 
best,” said Mr Cunningham, 
adding that the island 
was well-stocked in food sup- 
plies. 

Corporal Donovan Smith 
of Inagua police said strong 
winds were blowing shingles 
off roofs and bringing down 
trees as Ike blasted the 
island. 
“We are in the midst of the 

storm right now,” he told 
The Tribune, “We can see 
shingles flying off. However, 

_we’ve had no reports of 
injuries so far. Police and 
Defence Force personnel 
have been posted in all the 
communities ready to help.” 

He said Ike “looks like a 
bad one” compared with oth- 
er hurricanes, dumping 
heavy rain on Inagua and its 
neighbouring island, 
Mayaguana. 

Resident Ms Shanie Roker 
of Mathew Town said: 
“There is a lot of wind and 
rain and Ike is quite severe 

compared with other recent 
storms.” 
Land lines in Inagua, 

Mayaguana, Acklins are out 
due to power outage since 
Saturday night. 
According to a timeline 

prepared by meteorologists 
Arnold King and Trevor 
Basden at the Department 
of Meteorology, Ike’s hurri- 
cane conditions were expect- 
ed in Inagua until 4pm yes- 
terday. 

As Ike moved towards 
Cuba, Inagua was expected 
to feel tropical force winds 
up to 73 miles per hour with 
higher gusts from 4pm Sun- 
day until late Monday 
evening. 

At 5pm yesterday, Ike’s 
centre was about 90 miles 
west of Great Inagua and 75 
miles north-northeast of 
Guantanamo, Cuba. The 
hurricane was moving 
toward the west near 14 mph 
with a west to north-west 
motion expected last night 
and today. 

Ike was expected to move 
away from the south-eastern 
Bahamas and head toward 
eastern Cuba last night or 
today as a category three 
hurricane. 

3rd Party 
Insurance 
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tarting at $5,695 90 +up 
Come make an offer on 

our local trade ins 

Located:Thompson Blvd > 
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325-0881/2 Open: Mon-Fri. 8a.m. - 5:30p.m. 
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‘Millions 
of dollars of 
— damage’ to 
_ Morton Salt 

FROM page one 

blown down. Roofs, build- 
ings, Batelco has lost its tow- 
er, and at Morton Salt we lost 
the western half of our roof 
on our building. We also lost 
two walkways on our dock - 
they just fell into the water - 
and that’s major, major dam- 
age, in the millions and mil- 
lions of dollars,” he said. 

In terms of damage to 
the roof of Morton Salt, 
Mr Bannister said these 
figures could well be into 
the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. . 

“But to do repairs to the 
! dock will take millions,” 

he said. 
Luckily, he said, Ike did 

not bring as much torren- 
tial rain as expected, and 
Morton Salt was expected 
to lose only about two to 
three per cent of its salt 
pile. 

Despite the financial 
losses to Morton Salt, Mr 
Bannister said that Inagua 
had been “lucky” in that 
‘there had been no report 
of any loss of life or seri- 
ous injury at this time. 

“But there is major, 
major damage to our 
buildings, and to our hous- 
es and to the electrical sys- 
tem and also to the Mor- 
ton Salt plant here at 
Inagua,” he said. 

Riding out the storm 
with eight or nine persons 
in the Morton Salt guest- 
house, Mr Bannister said 
that electricity had to be 
disconnected from Sam 

:* yesterday, as wires were 
beginning to touch and 
burn out. 

“Right now we are hop- 
ing and praying that this 
thing passes quickly, 
because nobody has ever 
seen anything like this 
before. This is a very, very, 
very powerful and danger- 
ous hurricane, and when 
you see things shaking, 
and roofs shaking and 
blowing off it is a very 
humbling experience,” he 
said. 

Ironically, Mr Bannister 
had recently quipped dur- 
ing a ZNS broadcast that 
Inagua had been fortunate 
in that it had never experi- 
enced a full onslaught 
‘from any major hurricane 
for as long as he could 
remember. 

“But, boy we got hit; and 
we got hit hard. This is 
going to be devastating for 
the island,” he said. 
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FROM page one 

“Obviously full assessments have not yet been 

able to be done and as the storm turns and dis- 

appears and they can go through the communities, 

so that tomorrow we ought to be in a position to 

have NEMA give you a fuller report than what 

has been given this afternoon,” he said. 

As of press time last night, the centre of Hur- 

ricane Ike was located at latitude 21.1 degrees 

north, and longitude 74.6 degrees west, or 70 

miles west of Great Inagua. Ike is moving to the 

west at nearly 14 mph, and a west to north-west 

motion is expected today. 

On this track, the category three hurricane is 

expected to continue to threaten the south-east- 

ern Bahamas as it moves over the north-eastern 

coast of Cuba. 
A tropical storm warning remains in effect for 

South Andros as winds of between 39 and 73 

mph can be expected for the remainder of today. 

In Inagua, the airport remains open, despite 

some damage to the terminal building. 

In terms of school openings, however, Mr 

Bahamas ‘spared major disaster’ 
Ingraham said that assessments must be made 

to determine whether they open today in 

Mayaguana, Acklins, Crooked Island, Long Cay, 

Exuma, Long Island and South Andros. 

But in terms of the other major islands, school 

will reopen today as usual. 
Prime Minister Ingraham also promised that 

assistance will be offered to nearby countries 

such as Haiti and the Turks and Caicos Islands, 

which were similarly damaged by Hurricane Ike. 

“We will certainly provide any assistance that 
Turks and Caicos requires, including assistance 

with respect to persons who are in hospital now in 

Grand Turk who need to be flown to our hospital 

in the Bahamas. 
* Any assistance they need in terms of leasing or 

any environmental service, that is standard 

between ourselves and Turks and Caicos. 

“In relation to Haiti, they will need some assis- 

tance of a financial nature as opposed to Turks 

and Caicos, which is financially in a strong posi- 
tion,” he said. 

Man shot dead outside 
restaurant in Grand Bahama 
FROM page one 

shots to the head and back. 
The victim’s identity is being withheld, 

pending notification of next of kin. ; 

According to preliminary investigations, 

the victim was among a number of persons at 
Pepperpot early Saturday morning waiting 

for take-outs when he became embroiled i ina 

heated argument with three young men. 
The argument escalated into an altercation 

and one of the young men pulled out a hand- 

gun and fired multiple times, shooting the 

victim in the head and back. 
After being shot, the victim reportedly ran 

towards the car wash at the north-western 
section of the parking lot, where he collapsed 
to the ground and died. 

Mr Rahming said when police arrived at 
the scene, the body of a dark male, clad in 
camouflage trousers, white T-shirt and a pair 
of black shoes, was discovered lying face 
down on the ground, with multiple gunshot 
wounds to the head and back. 

Police processed the scene and the body 
was taken to the morgue at Rand Memorial 
Hospital. 

Omar Archer 
believes he was 
shot by a hitman 
FROM page one 

the bullet that hit me ruptured 
my large and small intestine and 
my stomach. So the doctors had 
to take a significant portion of 
my large intestine out. They took 
a small portion of my small intes- 
tine out, and they also took out a 
portion of my stomach. 

“The bullet is still lodged near 
my spine. They are too scared 
to take it out,” he said. 

As initial reports confirmed, 

Mr Archer was standing on a 
street in Nassau Village when a 
green Nissan Maxima, licence 
plate 73451, pulled up and shots 
were fired. 

As Mr Archer recalled, he was 

hit in the stomach by one of the 
shots, then began a desperate 
struggle for his life. The gunman 
exited his car and approached 
Mr Archer, who lay clutching 
his stomach. 

Taking aim for Mr Archer’s 
head, the gunman opened fire 

was able to dodge the shot. 
Approaching even closer, the 

assailant, opened fired a second 
time at Mr Archer’s head, and 

incredibly Mr Archer had the . 
composure to dodge the bullet a 
second time. 

“The ****hole came out and 
tried to shoot me in my head 
while I was on the ground. I 
moved my head. once and he 
fired this way (pointing), I 
moved my head the second time 
and the next shot fired this way 
(pointing) and then he was out 
of bullets. Then he got in his car 
and left.” 

A 15-year-old boy who was 
nearby helped Mr Archer into 
his car, then - though he had 
never driven a vehicle before in 
his life - rushed Mr Archer to 
hospital. 

“We got here at Accident and 
Emergency, and he jumped out 
of the car and said we have a 
serious gunshot wound to the 
abdomen here, and you know 

said to me? ‘We don’t see no 
blood, so make him get out and 
walk’. 

“So they made me get out the 
car and walk from the parking 
lot into A/E and I was taken into 
the trauma section. And thank 
God for Dr Wells and Dr Far- 
quharson, they saved my life, 
because within 15 minutes I was 
in the theatre from 10pm until 
3am. They performed the emer- 
gency ‘procedure on me,” he 
said. 

As Mr Archer has identified 
the gunman, police have sta- 
tioned security outside his room 
in the event that a second 
attempt is made on his life. . 

Last night The Tribune was 
told that a man in his mid-thir- 
ties was being held for question- 
ing. 

Mr Archer is a former 
Bahamas Democratic Move- 
ment ‘parliamentary candidate 
who switched to the PLP and 
ran for the party chairmanship 

again - but luckily Mr Archer 

e
r
y
 

rr eneaaaetl 

what the individuals out there earlier this year. 
& 

The Murana is a 4-door, 5- passenger 

_ ranging trom the S @WD to the trims 

Upon introduction, the S ZWD is 

V6. 240- horsepower 

25-rpg on the highway. 

liter, V6, 

24-mpg an the highway. A 

The Sb 

  

MURANO 

| SANPIN MOTORS LIMITED 
&, sanpin@coralwave.com 

Golde : Weave... & etn 

equipped with a 

engine that achieves 

AWD is equipped with a 

240 horsepower engine that 

variable speed automatic: transmission with 

overdrive is standard om bath trims. 

Theanpson Bivd. « Oakes Field 

tL. 242.326.6377 f. 242.326.6315 

sport-utility, available in 5 

SE AWD. - 

standard 3.5-liter, 

city and 
standard 3.5 

achieves 20-mpg in the city and 

20-mpg in the 

ON THE SPOT FIMANCING WITH 

COMMONWEALTH BANK 

INSUBANCE AVAILABLE WITH 

ADVANTAGE INSURANCE 

BROKERS & AGENTS LTO.   

AStC B ildling, | Products 5 Including: 

Set ing, Materials 

eTile Care Maintenance 

eCBP Tools & Accessories, 

It's those 
unigue~

 

touches that | 

make Tile King. 

Extra Special 

  

TILE KING - 19 Patton Street, Palmdale 
Open Mon-Fri 7:30am-4:30pm Saturday 8:00am-3:00pm 

Tel: 326-8543 or 326-5464 Fax: 326-5461 
Web: www.buildersmallbahamas.com Email: info@buildersmallbahamas.com 

ea 

92
00
8 

C
r
e
a
t
i
v
e
 
E
d
g
e
 

Koy
  



PAGE 12, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2008 

OIN US! 
Ross University School of Medicine is experiencing remarkable growth and is excited 

to announce the opening of our new Med School campus in Freeport, Grand Bahama 

Island! We have excellent ground floor opportunities available for the following: 

ACCOUNTING STAFF 
3-5 years accounting experience in 
payroll and accounts payable required 

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Previous supervisory experience on a 
college campus required 

HOUSING DIRECTOR 
Bachelor's degree required 

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 
Master's degree required 

STUDENT SERVICES ADVOCATES 
Previous student services experience 

preferred SECURITY DIRECTOR 
IT SUPPORT TECHNICIANS (2) 5 years supervisory experience in a 

Previous Help Desk experience required College or hospital required 

~ EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR Hpac ites 
25 years experience in higher education, aadcied 45 
10 years experience in a leadership Wee f at 
position, and Master's degree required. experience require 
Ph.D. preferred _ ASSISTANT TO THE DEAN (2) 

CAMPUS ADMINISTRATOR 2 years administrative support 

20 years experience in higher education,  S*PETIENES 
5 years experience in a leadership MAINTENANCE AND 
position, and Master's degree required CLEANING DIRECTOR 

~ 10 years experience, 5 of which must be 
in a supervisory capacity, and some 

~ trade school required 

Ross University offers highly competitive salaries and a comprehensive benefits package 

including tuition assistance for graduate and undergraduate degrees. To apply, please 

visit our website at www.RossU.edu/med, select “Careers” and copy/paste your 
resume, or complete our online application process. 
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EU an 
mg SIR RONALD SANDERS 

NATIONAL 
consultation 
in Guyana on 
September 

5th to which I was invited to 
participate as a panellist with 
representatives of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) and the 
Caribbean Regional Negoti- 
ating Machinery called on 
Caribbean leaders not to sign 
a controversial Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) with the European 
Union. 

The consultation, attend- 
ed by all political parties, the 
trade union movement and 
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the private sector requested 
that Caribbean leaders use the - 
opportunity of a Summit - 
meeting of African, 
Caribbean and Pacific states 
on October 2 and 3, to discuss 

the EPA issues before making 
any decision on signing it or 
not. 
Below is an abridged ver- 

sion of my presentation to the 
Guyana consultation. 

PRINCE CHARLES | 
Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm_ 

Sat. 8:30-6pm | 
Ph: 324-5476) 

oralwave.com   

ir Ronald Sanders   
Throughout the Caribbean 

now, political parties, religious 
groups, trade unions and oth- 
ers are saying that not enough 
is known and understood 
about this EPA, and there 
should be more time to learn 
its details and their implica- 
tions, and to continue to nego- 
tiate in a spirit of cooperation 
those aspects of it that cause 
us WOITY. 

Generations 

If there were similar unease 
in the EU amongst its lead- 
ers, the EPA would never 

‘have seen the light of day, and 
European leaders would not 
have proceeded to sign the 
EPA. 

Why then should the 
Caribbean not pause to reflect 
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‘Goods’ Agreement? 
more deeply on an agreement 
that will bind the people of 
the region for generations to 

come? 
The answer is that our 

leaders have been placed in 
the invidious position by the 
EU whose negotiators have 
said that if Caribbean gov- 
ernments don’t sign, their 
important exports will be 
placed under GSP terms 
which means that they will 

become uncompetitive in the 
EU market. 

At the expiry of the Coto- 
nou Agreement, all that the 
World Trade Organisation 
required of the EU and ACP 
countries was arrangements 
for trade in goods that were 
compatible with WTO rules. 

But, the EU added to these 

negotiations, issues that have 
not been settled in the WTO 
and are not part of the 
requirements for WTO com- 
patibility. 
Those issues are: invest- 

ment, competition policy, and 
government procurement. 

They all fall under the gener- 
al term “Singapore issues” 

It is the private sector ‘of 
the Caribbean that should be 
keen to understand precisely 
what their governments are 

being asked to concede on 
these issues. 

The range of services that 
will be opened up under the 
EPA is very wide from . 
accounting through financial 
services, poole services to 
tourism. 

There will ee no restriction 

on EU companies entering 

Caribbean territories to set 

up businesses in.competition 

with local businesses, and if . 

they have deeper pockets and 
can put the local companies 
out of business, then so be it. 

Governments will not be 
able to regulate effectively the 
sectors in which these com- 
panies are involved since the 
EPA requires government ~ 
regulations to be “not more 
burdensome than necessary.” 

The EU argues that the 

EPA is reciprocal, and that 
Caribbean companies can 
enter the EU market to com- 
pete with EU companies. 
Since the Caribbean has no 
more than a handful of firms 
with the resources to estab- 
lish pan-Caribbean compa- 
nies, the likelihood of the 

region developing companies 
with the capacity to establish 
and compete in Europe seems 

somewhat remote. 
And, as for the. export of 

services, the EPA prioritises 
accounting, architecture, engi- 
neering and tourism for mutu- 
al recognition agreements. 

So the question is: how many 
professionals in these areas 
does each Caribbean country 
have who are qualified to sell 
their services in Europe in 
competition with well-estab- 
lished European firms? 

Professionals 

And, assuming that these 

exist in large numbers, are the 
professional associations suf- 
ficiently well developed to 
negotiate with European Pro- . 
fessional Associations? What 
is a realistic assessment of the 
probable number of benefit- 
ting professionals, and what 
is the probable value of their 
exported goods? By the same 
token, EU professionals can 
and will come to the 
Caribbean to sell their ser- . 

vices. They do so now with- 
out an EPA. 

No country in the 

Caribbean requires an EPA 
to get investment from the 
EU. 

The incentives and conces- 

sions that Caribbean govern- 
ments give to foreign 
investors are already over 
generous. 

But, at least, because of 
contractual arrangements and 
local legislation, governments 
are able to restrict sectors of 
the local economy for local 
investment only, and they are 
able to regulate foreign com- ~ 
panies, especially in the areas 

of public utilities to ensure 
that they meet service 
requirements. To be EPA 

compliant will not be cheap 
for any Caribbean country. 

The EU negotiators:point 
to funds that will be available 
from the European Develop- 

ment Fund and the “Aid for 

Trade” arrangements. 
But, if we are to believe the 

European Parliament, these 
funds are more illusory than 
real. Its Working Document 
dated July 1st, 2008, says: 

“ACP countries insisted 

that firm legal guarantees for 
development resources addi- 

tional to the EDF would be 
part of the EPAs. 
“Commission and Member 

States refused to negotiate 
development resources as part 
of the EPAs. 

“Finally, development 
chapters or annexes were inte- 
grated in the agreements 
which do not provide for .the 
possibility of a kind of EPA 
funds, but accompanied only 
by vague pledges to increase 

development resources spent 
on trade related services.” 

The document goes on to 
state that the EU decided that 
needs arising from the EPA 
would be dealt with in the 
context of an EU Aid for. 

Trade Strategy established in 
2007 in which the EU made a 

commitment to provide three 
to four hundred million Euros 

for trade related assistance to 

the ACP group. ’ 
But, it specifically states 

that the three to four hundred 
million Euros will not be 
“fresh money”, and, even if it 
were, “it would not be suffi- 
ciént to offset the loss in cus- 
toms duties before even start- 
ing any additional support for 
adjusting to the duty free 
import of EU gaods.” 

Every Caribbean country 
wants an EPA with the EU, 
but in the interest of an 
enduring and sustainable 
agreement that commands the 
support of the widest cross- 
section of the Caribbean peo- | 
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FAMILIAR with the law of 
supply and demand? In real 
estate when there is a shortage 
of buyers then prices come 
down and vice versa. But what 
could really be in shortage may 
be serious, legitimate sellers. 

A committed seller is willing 
and able to accept the best offer’ 
in the current market, and be 
motivated to do so. Receiving a 
fair offer is inextricably con- 
nected to pricing your home 
fairly. 

The best way to arrive at an 
attractive price is to aggressive- 
ly challenge the competition. 
Using past prices, your invest- . 
ment in ithe home, or even 
appraisals may not produce the 
ideal value factor for vour 
home. 

If you’re serious about sell- 

    

ing, let a BREA agent describe 
to you how an appropriately 
priced and aggressively mar- 
keted home will always gener- 
ate interest and offers, and will 

ultimately sell for exactly what 
it’s worth in the current mar- 
ket. 

the full, 
experience of 

[DV Football 
come and see our selection of 

Televisions LCD and Plasma 

All other factors being equal, 
a home that languishes on the 
market is simply overpriced, 
and a seller willing to wait for 
more than fair price would be 
better served by waiting until 
the market catches up before 
entering the fray. 
Remember this Golden Rule: 

There is a buyer for everything. 
Any home can be sold in any 
market when proper pricing is: 
combined with Sieve mar- 

keting. ¢ 

ple, more time is needed to 
discuss and negotiate a ser- 
vices agreement even ifa 
“soods-only” agreement can 
be initially signed to comply 
with WTO rules. 

Caribbean countries should 
give serious consideration to 
that course of action. 

Responses to: ronald- 

sanders29@hotmail.com 

<mailto:ronaldsanders29@hot 

mail.com> 

(The writer is a business 
consultant and former 
Caribbean diplomat) 
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“Throughout the Caribbean 
now, political parties, religious 
groups, trade unions and | 
others are saying that not 
enough is known and 
understood about this EPA, 
and there should be more time 
to learn its details and their 
implications, and to continue 
to negotiate in a spirit of 
cooperation those aspects of it 
that cause us worry.” 
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| MONDAY EVENING SEPTEMBER 8, 2008 

| 7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 
NETWORK CHANNELS 

Check, Please! |Eternal Cuba Pianist Enrique Chia explores the is-  jLa Respuesta Esta En Ti 1 (CC) 
| WPBT |South Florida _|land’s heritage. 

| The Insider (N) |The Big Bang How! Met Your |Two and a Half (3) The New |CSI: Miami “Ambush” Julia has Hor- 
@ WFOR | cc) Theory Sheldon |Mother “Every: |Men © (CC) Adventures of atio arrested. 1 (Part 1 of 2) (CC) 

| gets sick. (CC) thing Must Go’ ‘Old Christine 

Access Holly- [Deal or No Deal A contestant re- |America’s Toughest Jobs The 11 Dateline NBC 1 (CC) 
|B} WT VJ |wood (Season _|ceives a NASCAR package present-|remaining contestants mine for gold 
| Premiere) (CC) ed by Jimmy Johnson. ( in Alaska. (N) O (CC) 

| Deco Drive Terminator: The Sarah Connor —_|Prison Break “Shut Down” Mahone |News (N) (CC) 
(@ WSVN Chronicles John is forced to face |seeks revenge on Wyatt; T-Bag 
| the reality of his destiny. (N) (CC) finds a new identity. hy (CC) 

| Jeopardy! (Sea- {High School Musical: Get inthe |CMA Music Festival: Country's Night to Rock (N) © (CC) 
| WPLAG |son Premiere) (N)/Picture “The Finale” The faculty an- 
| (CC) nounces the winner. (N) (CC) 

CABLE CHANNELS 

(:00) CSI: Miami |Intervention “Sylvia” Sylvia needs Intervention After Treatment Spe- /Paranormal Paranormal. 
A&E Game Over’ 1 lan intervention to get her life back cial (N) (CC) - State ‘The State Parkville, 

(CC) together. (CC) Glove” (N) (CC) |Md., poltergeist. 

(0) BBC World |BBC News —‘|Asia Business |BBC News Click News 
| BBCI jews America |(Latenight). © |Report (Latenight). 

BET 106 & Park: Top | * * x BABY BOY (2001, Drama) Tyrese Gibson, Omar Gooding, AJ. Johnson. A man jug- |Comic View: 
10 Live gles womanizing with fighting his mother's boyfriend. (CC) One Mic Stand 

Jeopardy! (N) |Canadian Country Music Awards (Live) 1 (CC) CBC News: The National (N) 0 CBG i enna en = lee 

  

  

CNN Fonte (CC) CNN Election Center Larry King Live (CC) Anderson Cooper 360 (CC) 

Scrubs Dr. Cox |The Daily Show |The Colbert Re- |Futurama Super-/South Park Futurama Futurama The 
COM faces medical | With Jon Stew- |port (CC) heroes fight “Chickenlover’ “Roswell That — {gang turns into 

~ Imysteries. (CC) jart(CC) ° crime inN.Y.C. |Crimewave.  |Ends Well’ — jrowdy children. 

Hannah Mon- |x * AN EXTREMELY GOOFY MOVIE (2000, Come- |Wizards of Wa- |Wizards of Wa- |Life With Derek 
verly Place  |verly Place “Derek Un-Done” 

(cc) (cc} (CC) 
DISN tana 1 (CC Voices of Bill Farmer, Rob Paulsen. Animated. 

i ay enrolls in college with his son. 1 ‘G’ (CC) 

DIY This Old House |This Old House |Sweat Equity |Yard Crashers |Indoors Out {Make a Move (N)|Bathroom Reno- 
Rot problems. | (CC) Stylish bar. : vations 

Markus Lanz Landerspiegel |Journal: Tages- |Typisch deutsch |Journal: In Euromaxx owe ee ee ee bene 
E! The Daily 10 (N) |50 Cutest Child Stars All Grown Up Interviews with former child stars |Dr. 90210 “Slice of Life” (Season. 

" and their own children. ; Premiere) (N) 

ESPN Sot NFL Football Minnesota Vikings at Green Bay Packers. From Lambeau Field in Green|(:15) NFL Football Denver Broncos 
ay, Wis. (Live) at Oakland Raiders. (Live) 

:00) NFL Football Minnesota Vikings at Green Bay Packers. From Lambeau Field in Green|(:15) NFL Football Denver Broncos 
ESPNI ie Wis, (Live) at Oakland Raiders, (Live) 
EWTN pal Mass: Our |The Journey Home pee eel Holy Rosary|Abundant Life 

FIT TV Stretch Max: /Blaine’sLow ‘|Blaine’sLow ALyoninthe |ALyoninthe Healthy Deca- |Healthy Deca- 
Cathe Friedrich |Carb Kitchen [Carb Kitchen Kitchen (CC) {Kitchen (CC) |dence” dence 

Fox Report- |The O'Reilly Factor (CC) Hannity & Colmes (CC) On the Record With Greta Van ~ FOX-NC [fpasnin [OMT mvbone __Sn 
:00) MLB Baseball Florida Marlins at Philadelphia Phillies. From Citizens Bank Park in {Inside the Mar- |The FSN Final . 

FSNFL f Score (Live) 

        
   
   

  

hiladelphia. (Subject to Blackout) (Live) 

GOLF Faldo - Azinger |School of Golf |GolfCentral {Golf Central  |Golf Central’ |The Turn Champions 
Challenge (Live) Special (N) Special Learning Center 

GSN Catch 21 (CC) {High Stakes Poker (CC) World Poker Tour: Players include Konstantin Puchkov, Eric Panayiotou, 
Shane Schleger, Kevin Saul, Mike Matusow and Danny Wong. 

| 300) Attack of {X-Play (N) Unbeatable Ninja Warrior {Attack of the Show! Robot news. GaTech [fend ("ome [Vent [Meiners 
MA FA*S*H ’|Walker, Texas Ranger Walker tries |Matlock ‘The Billionaire” Matlock defends a man in London convicted of |. 

HALL FAREWELL __|to improve a school’s image when a |killing his millionaire father. (CC) 
student kills himself. (CC) : - 

Property Virgins Design U Living |Home to Stay |P Virgins House Hunters |Location, Location, Location 
HGTV Fring as on a (cc) (CC) , ope fist New Orleans.  |‘Hastings” 1 (CC) 

cious condo. home. (N) (CC). |(CC} 

Victo Joyce Meyer: |Ed You Everyday Life Today With |This Is Your Day |The Gospel INSP [OY eyaylie [°° fiom’ Lanes tabon (65) 

    

    

Reba Kyra de- Wy Wife and ~~ |Accordingto |Family ey Family Gay The ‘Two anda Half |TwoandaHall | | & 
“KTLA _|fends her sister's |Kids ‘Marathon’ |JimThe Mar- |Meq's first kiss. Griffins build a [Men 1 (CC). [Men Q.(CC) > 4 

honor. 0 (CC) riage Bank” | A (CC) parade float. sj SARE ti 

LIFE ‘ parr fr |vunan supe her wiebou eenoge dean BHIODE.(C) 
lessons. 1 her mother's visit. (CC) ; ; 

uN ES Ee [SE Eee 
NICK [rig outta. emer nlite’ leeregy ares [ate 
NTV (00) Fanadan a ose lean Break “Shut Down” (N) 0 Nes (4 Mer | 

7p fe ES Re Pe 
Bishop T.D. {Behind the Mark Chironna |Jentezen Jesse Duplantis |Jesus: The Lost Years Based on 

TBN Jakes (CC) [Scenes (CC) . |(CC) Franklin (CC) — |(CC) the book by New York Times best 
| , selling author Paul Perry. 

Everybod Family Guy The |Family Guy Pe- |Family Guy Pe- |Family Guy Pe- My Name Is Earl |My Name Is Earl 
TB Loves Raymond Grins a ter aes conto ter cates Lonet ter's real father is ‘Cos Dad the — Earl builds an os- 

“Crazy Chin’ —_ robbed. © (CC) Jof a play. ta. (CC) fin Ireland. © ~— Election” ~—__‘trich pen. 

| Little People, -/Take Home Nanny ‘The Tsouos’ Jon & Kate Plus jJon & Kate Plus |Jon & Kate Plus 8 Never-before- 
| TLC Big World A sur- |Pushy twins need to get on track. 18 rie a i Sty pot |scene footage includes a trip to the 

camping. S, prise dinner. beach. 

| (:00) Law & Or- |The Closer “Split Ends” Brenda and|The Closer An FBI informant is a_ |Ralsing the Bar An ony eyewitness 
| TNT der “Mother's — |the squad investigate the murder of |suspect in the deaths of two Tijuana jthat can prove Jerry's client's inno- 

Day’ 0 a hair stylist. (CC police officers. (N) (CC) cence. (N) (CC) 

[ TOON % & DOOGAL (2005) Voices of Daniel Tay. Animated. \Johany Test “ |Johnny Test 1 |Chowder Ben 10 
An evil wizard would start an ice age. (CC) (CC) 

Cops “Jack- __|Surf & Rescue: |Surf & Rescue: |Party Heat “Wet & Wild” Most Shocki 
TRU sami’ 7 (CC) [Dewey Beach Dewey Beach | o 

:00) Pékin express Kazan. (Partie |Vie privée, vie publique “Spéciale 25 ans” ~ {Passez au vert |Une ville un 
TV5 te 12) “Jim Corcoran’ style “Séour 
TWC (:00) Abrams & Bettes: Beyond m Forecast Weather: Evening Edition (CC) 

(0) Querida {Al Diablo con Los Guapos Mila- |FuegoenlaSangre Hermanos —_| Cristina Lucha Libre a lo Latino. 
UNIV nemiga gs y Alejandro enfrentan la mal- |buscan venganza. 

ad, y la mentira. ‘ 

(:00) Law & Or- |House “Pilot” House and his team |WWE Monday Hite Raw Unforgiven PPV results. Did CM Punk survive 
USA der: er Vic-|try to save the life of a kindergarten |Unforgiven as World Heavyweight Champion? (Live) © (CC) 

tims Unit % —_|teacher. M (CC) ; 

‘VH1  & & 8 MILE (2002, Drama) Eminem. A Detroit man |! Want to Work for Diddy Diddy's |New.York Goes |Luke’s Parental 
tries to achieve success as a rapper. 1 (CC) fragrance. (N) 0 (CC) to Hollywood Advisory (CC) 

VS (0) WEC WEC WrekCage (CC) &% DAYS OF THUNDER (1990, Action) Tom Cruise, Robert Duvall, 
" rekCage (CC) Nicole Kidman. Upstart stock-car driver goes to the edge. 

(:00) 7th Heaven |America’s Funniest Home Videos |America’s Funniest Home Videos |WGN News at Nine (N) 4 (CC) 
WGN Family Secrets” |Homie awards. (Part 1 of 2) |Homie awards. ( (Part 2 of 2) 

| (CC) (CC) (CC) 
Family a Gossip Girl Dan and Serena decide|One Tree Hill Lucas and his fiance |CW11 News at Ten With Kaity 

/WPIX —|Mea’sfirst kiss. |to keep their recent hook-ups a se- {plan their dream wedding, (N) ( —|Tong, Jim Watkins (N) (CC) 
ie N (CC) cret. (N) A (CC) (CC) 

Jeopardy! (Sea- /Dr. Phil (Season Premiere) Online |WBZNews(N) |That’70s Show |Frasier ‘The Frasier Frasier 
WSBK _ {son Premiere) (N)iprofiles negatively impact lives. (N) Angel shows Eric |Good Son” {has a physical re- 

(CC) 10 (CO): the 1980s. (CC) lationship, 1 

hae PREMIUM CHANNELS ae ee ot eatae et 
(4) Burn After |Real Time With Bill Maher Kerry | % * % TRANSFORMERS (2007, Action) Shia LaBeouf, Tyrese Gibson, 

| HBO-E Loyal Washington, 0 (CC) Josh Duhamel. Two races of robots wage war on Earth. /\ ‘PG-13' (CC) | 

fc: a xxx — | True Blood Sookie Stackhouse falls|Entourage Vince | x * MR. WOODCOCK (2007, Comedy) Billy Bob _ 
-HBO-P  [DEADAGAIN [under the joa a173-year-old —jhides out. © | Thomnton. A man leams his mother plans to marry his 

vampire. 

”
 

  
(1991) 'R’ (CC) (Cc) - evil former gym teacher. 0 ‘PG-13' (CC) 

    

  

   
    

   

    

   

     
     

    

    

      

| :00) % % %* THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (2006, % *% DECEMBER BOYS (2007, Drama) Daniel Rad- |(:45) Burn After | 
HBO-W ‘omedy) Meryl Streep. A recent college eae Cliffe. Premiere. Four orphans gow up in an Australian ing: HB 

lands a job at a fashion magazine. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) outback convent. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) First Look (CC) 

vo * % & * ALMOST FAMOUS (2000; Comedy- | % x CHARLIE’S ANGELS (2000, Action) Cameron ie Towelhead: 
HBO-S rama) Billy Crudup. A teenage rock journalist goes on|Diaz, Drew Barrymore. Three nubile crimefighters must]/HBO First Look 

ie tour with a rising band. © ‘R’ (CC solve a kidnapping. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC A (CC) 

6:10) * 4 THE * %& & THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (9) * &% SHREK THE THIRD (2007, Comedy) Voices of Mike Myers, 
ddie Mah Cameron Diaz. Animated. Shrek and friends look for the 

true heir of Far, Far Away. 1 ‘PG’ (CC) tiles. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) 

(:20) x» BLUE STREAK (1999, Comedy) Martin * &» NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (2006, Faraey) Ben Stiller, Carla Gugi- 
Lawrence, Luke Wilson. Thief tries to retrieve a cache no, Dick Van Dyke. Museum exhibits spring to life when the sun goes 
from a police station.  ‘PG-13' (CC) down. 1 ‘PG’ (CC) 

| MAX-E RAVE ONE 
(2007) 'R’ 

      

    

‘MOMAX 

  

   

  

:00) Kudlow & |On the Mone The Apprentice Both teams must |The Big Idea With Donny Deutsch 
CNBC Sneak (CC) purchase the same items. (N) r 

er Action) Matt Damon, Julia ‘   | aa % &% CASINO ROYALE |THE DOG PROBLEM (2006, Romance-Comedy) Gio- Weeds “Till We Californication 
SHOW 2006, Action) Daniel Craig, Eva - |vanni Ribisi. iTV Premiere. A troubled man’s therapist Meet Again’ (N) |Hank goes on a 

reen. iTV. (\ ‘PG-13' (CC) advises him to get a dog. 1 'R’ (CC) (CC) spending spree. 

| (6:20) SMILING |x x HOME ROOM (2003, Drama) Busy Philipps, Erika Christensen, Vic- |(:15) .45 (2006) Milla Jovovich. A 
| TMC ISH & GOAT _ |tor Garber. Premiere. Teens cope with the aftermath of a school shooting. |woman seeks revenge against her | 

ON FIRE (2000) | 9 'R’ (CC) drug-dealing boyfriend. 1 ‘R’ 
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Let Charlie the ? 

Bahamian Puppet and - 
his sidekick Derek put. 

some smiles on your #4 

- kids’s faces, 

     

Bring your children to the 

McHappy Hour at McDonald's in. 

Palmdale every Thursday 
from 3:30pm to 4:30pm during the 

month of September 2008, 

   
Enjoy Great Food, Prizes and Lois of Fun 

(T\ 
i'm lovin’ it 
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Hundreds of Haitians flee Gonaives 
HURRICANE     

@ By JONATHAN M. KATZ 
GONAIVES, Haiti 

Hundreds of people fled this 
waterlogged city Saturday for 
higher ground as powerful Hur- 
ricane Ike threatened to unleash : e 

heavy rain and compound a dis- : — ee eer _ 

aster caused by a previous storm. FLOOD VICTIMS leave the area in the back of a truck through flooded streets after Tropical Storm Hanna hit the 

Food was distributed to famished area in Gonaives, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2008. Hanna has killed 166 people in Haiti. 

residents, including to emaciated ; 
inmates at the local jail. 

With a tropical storm warning 
issued Saturday for Gonaives and 
other parts. of Haiti, some, resi- 

dents climbed on top of cars to 
reach the second floor of their 
homes, where they had piled up 
furniture and spread sheets to 
provide shade, said Holly Inur- 
reta of Catholic Relief Services. 

“We are very concerned about 
Ike,” she said. “Any bit more of 
rain and Gonaives will be cut off 
again.” 

Police Commissioner Ernst 
Dorfeuille told The Associated 
Press on Saturday that a news 
report the previous evening that 
quoted him as saying 495 bodies 
had been found in Gonaives from 

Tropical Storm Hanna was com- 
pletely wrong. He told AP there 
were 32 confirmed deaths in this 
city on Haiti’s west coast from 
the storm that hit on Monday. 

Ike, a Category 4 hurricane, 

was expected to skirt northern 
Haiti late Saturday and Sunday. 

Wesley Sijuen, a 28-year-old 
father of twins and a 3-year-old 
son, trudged through heavy mud 
with seven of his relatives to reach 
a convent at a nearby mountain- 
top. His brother-in-law, 28-year- 

old Jean Emmanuel, said numer- 

ous Haitians were fleeing 
Gonaives. 

“Everyone is trying to save 
themselves,” Emmanuel said. 

    
   

          

   
RESIDENTS wade through a flooded street after heavy rains in Gonaives, RESIDENTS wade through 
Haiti, Sunday, Sept. 7, 2008. a flooded street after 

heavy rains in Gonaives, 
Haiti, Sunday, Sept. 7, 
2008. Hurricane Ike dam- 
aged most of the homes 
on Grand Turk island as 
it roared onto the 
Bahamas, raked Haiti’s 
flooded cities with rain’ 
and threatened the Florida 
Keys on its way to Cuba 
as a ferocious Category 4 
storm Sunday. 

  

     

  

        

    
    
    
    
    
    
      

  

   

    
MAN walks through flood waters as he pulls a wheelbarrow loaded with | 

RESIDENTS leave the area in the back of a pick-up truck after heavy Coffin containing the body of a man who died from hypertension triggered 
rains in Gonaives, Haiti, Sunday, Sept. 7, 2008. during flooding after Tropical Storm Hanna hit the area in Gonaives. ‘6    
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Ductless Air Conditioner Systems Available at 

& Roberts “Puruttunre 
Sth, Terrace Centroville 

Yel: 322-8862/3 « E-mail: info@robertsfurnitureco.com 

  
  

     AN EMACIATED prisoner shows how thin he is as he serves jail time in a 
‘prison in Gonaives, Haiti, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2008. The prisoners said they 
have not eaten since Tuesday, Sept. 2 when Tropical Storm Hanna struck, 
which has killed 166 people in Haiti. ‘ 

    

      

fora better life (emauOns 

Patricia Hermanns, President & CEO 
of Family Guardian, has announced 

& the following management promotions: 

   
    

    
  
  

e x z: da , & 

LA Dae wl wed 2 tli fi af 

7 tv 

a ‘oo 

i: f 2 Michelle Builer, MBA Rosalyn Noitage, AA, ACS, AIAA 

D4 & af zi Manager, Premium Processing Manager, Client Services 

aYalal)a\ ij Os . Operations Department Operations Department 

Ue be | dl wh a a> iL» 4 Family Guardian Financial Centre Family Guardian Financial Centre 

a } i ie a Mrs. Butler joined Family Guardian as Acuountant - Mrs. Nottage joined Family Guardian as Client Services 

= 5 Financial Controls in February 2007. A member ui Sunervisor in December 2004. She holds an Associate 

, the Bahamas Institute of Bankers, she holds degree in Business Administration and completed 

; a Bachelor of Business Administration degree parts 1 & 2 of the Bahamas Institute of Bankers programme. 
iV in economics and the Executive Master of Business She also earned the Associate, Customer Service and 

: ig : Administration degree. Associate, Insurance Agency Administration 

= designations awarded by the Life Office S 
tar 4 SUBSIDIARY OF 

| a a : Management Association. W FAMGUARD 

ay an 5 & LeEaT Bl : OW CORPCRATION LIMITED 

Mmiovin’it - ° me 
SALES OFFICES: NASSAU _ | FREEPORT | ABACO | ELEUTHERA | EXUMA | CORPORATE CENTRE: EAST BAY STREET | wwwamguatubaiianiasconi | Lb 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

NEWS FROM ASIA 

Bhutto widower elected Pakistani president 

bs ss 

IN THIS AUG. 22, 2008 file photo released by Pakistan People's Par- 

ty on the day, the ruling party leader Asif Ali Zardari speaks during a 

party's central executive meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan. The widower 

of slain former leader Benazir Bhutto will succeed Pervez Musharraf 

as president of Pakistan after winning a landslide election victory Sat- 

urday, Sept. 6, 2008. 
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phone numbers an 
~ 395-0000 - 395-9999 September 8 - 2 
423-0000 - 423-9999 September 22 - October 4 

0000- 558-9999 October 6 - October 18 
636-0000 - 636-9999 October 20-25 

_ Once your number is scheduled for porting you will not | 
_ have access to your voice mail and text messaging features. 

@ By MUNIR AHMAD 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 

Benazir Bhutto’s widower 
swept Pakistan’s presidential 
election on Saturday, offering 
hope for stability to a nuclear- 
armed country feeling intense 
U.S. pressure to crack down on 
Islamic militants, according to~ 
the Associated Press. 

In a grim reminder of the 
problems awaiting Asif Ali 
Zardari, rescuers in the north- 

west dug with their hands for 
survivors after at least 30 people 
were killed in a massive suicide 
bombing. 

Already head of the main rul- 
ing party, Zardari becomes one 
of the most powerful civilian 
leaders in Pakistan’s turbulent 
61-year history. Last month, he 
-marshaled a coalition that 

forced stalwart U.S. ally Pervez 
Musharraf to quit as head of 
state. “ 

However, he begins with lim- 
ited goodwill among a popula- 
tion who recall his nickname, 

Mr. Ten Percent, for alleged 
corruption during Bhutto’s two 
terms in office as prime minister 
and doubt his political vision 
and leadership skills. 

He is also untested on the 
international stage, where he 
must deal with mounting West- 
ern concern over how’ Taliban 

    

__ EXTENDED HOURS 
_ BTC’'s Wireless Department and Cyber World in the Mall at Marathon 

will be open starting September 8th 9:00am- 8:00pm 
Monday - Saturday just for you! 

Last day for TDMA Nationwide is October 31st, 2008 
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IN THIS PHOTO released by Associated Press of Pakistan, Bakhtawar Zardari, left, and Asifa Zardari, right, daugh- 
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ters of slain former leader Benzair Bhutto and Asif Ali Zardari, leader of Pakistan People's Party, react after unof- 

ficial results show their father Zardari winning in the presiden 

Sept. 6, 2008. 

-and al-Qaida militants have 
nested in the tribal belt along 
the Afghan border. 

Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice said she was 
looking forward to working 
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with Zardari. “I’ve been 

impressed by some of the things 
he has said about the challenges 
that Pakistan faces, about the 
centrality of fighting terrorism, 
about the fact that the terrorism 
fight is Pakistan’s fight and also 
his very strong words of friend- 
ship and alliance with the Unit- 
ed States,” Rice told reporters 
on a trip to North Africa. 
' Zardari made no mention of 
those topics as he savored his 
triumph over Musharraf, dur- 
ing whose reign he sat for years 
in jail on graft charges that nev- 
er produced a conviction. 

He was elected by members 
of federal and provincial par- 
liaments. Official results gave 
Zardari more than two-thirds 

of the votes. 
A beaming Zardari hugged 

and shook hands with support- 
ers and well-wishers gathering 
for a dinner Saturday in the gar- 
dens of the prime minister’s res- 
idence on a hill overlooking the 
capital. 

In a brief speech, he reject- 
ed criticism that he would be a 
divisive leader and took a swipe 
at Musharraf. 

“To those who would say that 
the People’s Party or the presi- 
dency would be controversial 
under our guardianship, under 
our stewardship, I would say lis- 
ten to democracy,” ‘he said. 
Echoing one of Bhutto’s 

favorite slogans, he called 

democracy “the best revenge” 

‘ against military rulers. . 
Zardari has surprised many 

with his ability to concentrate 
power since his wife was assas-' 

_ sinated in a December gun-and- 
bomb attack blamed on Taliban 
militants and he inherited her 
party’s leadership. 
Former Prime Minister 

Nawaz Sharif’s party aban- 
doned the coalition and 
switched to the opposition last 
month. But Zardari quickly 
won support from smaller par- 
ties, suggesting he could pro- 
vide some stability as the coun- 
try faces soaring inflation, pow-, 
er shortages-and widening trade 
and budget deficits. 

Pro-Zardari lawmakers, some 

in tears, shouted “Long live 
Bhutto!” as the vote tallies 

_came in. The couple’s two jubi- 
lant but tearful daughters, one 

carrying a portrait of their late 
mother, smiled and hugged 
friends in the gallery of the 
National Assembly. 

In the southern city of 

Karachi, capital of Zardari’s 
home province, supporters 

waved his party’s tricolor flags, 

beat drums and danced in the 

streets, chanting “Zardari is the 

strongest.” 
There was nothing festive 

about the mood in Peshawar, 

the main city of the Taliban- 

plagued northwest, which suf- 
fered the latest in a string of 
deadly suicide attacks. 

Officials and witnesses said a 
pickup truck packed with explo- 
sives demolished a security 
checkpoint on the edge of the 
city Saturday, killing at least 30 
people, including five police 
officers, and injuring dozens 
more. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility. In recent weeks, 

however, the Pakistani Taliban 

have said they carried out a 

string of suicide bombings they 

called revenge for military 

offensives in the northwest 

region, which borders 

Afghanistan. 
In more violence reported 

Saturday, 15 civilians and nine 

militants died when residents 

of the restive Swat valley foiled 

an attempt by insurgents to kid- 

nap a pro-government elder, 
and then were attacked. 

tial election in Islamabad, Pakistan on Saturday, 

  

“To those who 
would say that 
the People’s 
Party or the 
presidency 
would be 
controversial 
under our 
guardianship, 
under our 
stewardship, I 
would say listen 

to democracy.” 
  

‘Asif Ali Zardari 
Pakistan has struggled to con- 

tain rising militancy in its bor- 
ders, and the fledgling govern- 
ment has tried both peace talks 
and military operations. 

It’s an effort watched closely 
in the West, where officials wor- 
ry that militants have safe 
havens in the northwest from 
which they plan attacks in 
neighboring Afghanistan — and 
could hatch another 9/11-style 
plot against North America or 

.. Europe. 
A recent U.S.-led ground 

assault across the border on a 
Pakistani tribal region, said to 
have killed at least 15 people, 
prompted protests from the 
government and suggested that 
American patience with Islam- 
abad is wearing thin. 

Like his late wife, Zardari is 
generally considered a pro-West 
liberal. He is not expected to 
change Musharraf’s commit- 
ment to the U.S. war on terror- 
ism, insisting the battle against 
militants is Pakistan’s own war. 
But a key test will be how much 
clout Zardari wields over the 
powerful military. 

As president, Zardari will 
have the power to dissolve Par- 
liament and appoint army 
chiefs, and chairs the joint civil- 
ian-military committee that con- 

trols Pakistan’s nuclear 
weapons. 

He has said he will relinquish 
some of the power accumulated 
by Musharraf. However, 
Zardari has not made clear how 
far he will go, sustaining con- 
cern that one would-be strong- 
man is replacing another. 
» Friends say Zardari remains 
underestimated, even after he 

nimbly stepped into Bhutto’s 
political shoes and outmaneu- 

vered both Sharif and Mushar- 
raf. “I’ve seen a changed per- 

son after his wife’s death. I’ve 

found him to be an extremely 

astute politician, which was per- 

haps overshadowed by the tow- 

ering personality of his wife,” 
said Wajid Hasan, Pakistan’s 

High Commissioner in London. 
Many ordinary Pakistanis 

also remain to be convinced. 
“We want him to make par- 

liament sovereign and to evolve 

a clear policy on the war on ter- 
ror” as well as tackle crippling 
inflation, said Muhammad 

Azam, a 33-year-old bank 
employee from Lahore. “I want 

to convey to Zardari that he is 

not a leader by choice, but by 

chance. Now he has to prove 

his worth.” 
  

Associated Press writers 
Nahal Toosi and Asif Shahzad 

in Islamabad, Riaz Khan in 
Peshawar, Ashraf Khan in 
Karachi, Babar Dogar in 
Lahore, Paisley Dodds in Lon- 
don, and Matthew Lee in Algiers 
contributed to this report.



  

     
PM ‘taking — 

keen interest’ 

over pension 
reform plans 
Pensions 

Commission 

may be finalised 
in a month 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

THE Prime 
Minister is 
“takin? a keen ° 
interest” in the 
development 
of private pen- 
sion industry 
regulation, a } 

government 
minister has 
told Tribune 
Business, with 
a commission 
to advise on this possibly being 
appointed by month’s end. 

Zhivargo Laing, minister of 

state for finance, confirmed that 

the Government was seeking to 
“finalise” membership of a_ 
Commission that would advise 
it on the development of legis- 
lation/regulation for private 
pensions in the Bahamas, and 
how to foster a national long- 

* term savings culture. 
“We are seeking to finalise 

some names for it [the Com- 
mission], but it’s not officially 
appointed as yet,” Mr Laing * 
told Tribune Business. “It’s pos- 

SEE page 4B 

  

SECTION B e Pen mr cinane eda are 

$1.5-2bn insured loss 

Colinalmperial 

Confidence For Life 

  

from major hurricane 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

2 ahamian insurers 
were on tenter- 

hooks over the 
weekend as Hur- 
ricane Ike bore 

down on this nation, one exec- 

utive telling Tribune Business 
that Category 4 storms could 
cause between $1.5-$2 billion 
in insured losses on New Prov- 
idence and Paradise Island 
alone if they struck this island 
dead on. 

Patrick Ward, Bahamas 

First’s president, said that based 
on previous estimates he had 

      
    

     
      

          

   
before year-end 

m By NEIL HARTNELL 

private sector for consulta- 
tion likely to happen before 

    
    

‘Every reason’ for government 
debt listing on BISX 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tabane Business Editor 

THERE will “be every rea- 
son” for the Government to 
move forward with the listing 
and trading of its debt securi- 
ties on the Bahamas Interna- 
tional Securities Exchange 
(BISX), its chief executive 
telling Tribune Business he was 
working on a number of initia- 

‘tives to achieve this goal. 
’ Keith Davies said the first 

step was to prove that BISX 
could smoothly facilitate the 
listing and trading of debt secu- 
rities, with this week’s listing of 
$25 million worth of Fidelity 
Bank (Bahamas) bonds set to 
be used as a key example. 

Once BISX had proven its 
capabilities to the. Government, 
Mr Davies said there were oth- 

  

  

Exchange moves to 
convince on $2bn market 

er plans - which he declined to | 
specify - that the exchange was 
likely to announce “in the next 
month or so”. 

“We have a strategy in terms 
of how we intend to approach 
that situation,” Mr Davies told 
Tribune Business. “The first 
step is to provide examples to 
show debt securities can be list- 
ed and traded on the exchange. 

“There is another step that 
will be released in the next 
month or so that will provide 
support to the proposal of gov- 
ernment securities trading on 
the exchange.” 

The BISX chief executive 
added of the government debt 
securities market: “It is still one 
of the many issues that we have 
that we are dealing with, and I 
suspect announcements will 
soon come on the projects we 
are pursuing now. 

“There should be every rea- 
son to move forward with gov- 
ernment securities.” 

Zhivargo Laing, minister of 
state for finance, told Tribune 
Business that there had been 
no further developments on the 
issue since the Government 
passed to the exchange an Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
report on the proposed BISX 
listing of government debt secu- 
Titles. ~ 

That report raised several 
concerns over the proposed list- 
ing, and Mr Laing confirmed: 
“We have made available to 
‘them [BISX] the report the 
IMF prepared for the Central 
Bank, and IJ imagine they’re 

SEE page 8B 

‘Critical’ work start 

on regulations for 
new Securities Act 

Draft to be released to industry 

Tribune Business Editor 

~ WORK on drafting the regulations to accompany the new 

Securities Industry Act began last week, the Securities Com- 
mission’s head told Tribune Business, with their roleasen to ae ah 

SEE page 6B 

put together, Category 4 or 5 
storms that scored a direct hit 
on Nassau “could cost us in the 
average of $1.5-$2 billion [in 
insured losses] if it came close 
enough to New Providence”. 

Putting the likely level of 

“You're (doking at $20 bil- 
lion [in insured risks], or there- 
abouts, and in a Category 4 
storm the insured loss is proba- 
bly going to be in the range of 8- 

~ 10 per cent of the insured val- 

insured losses at “closer to $2 © 
billion”,'Mr Ward explained: 
“We did do a’sort of analysis 

_ based on the exposure we knew | 
existed in New Providence, and 
made some guesstimates on 
what the losses might be, 

“TJ think for the whole. . 

Bahamas the figure we had was 
$28 billion, and typically 70 per 
cent of that is in New Provi- 
dence. . 
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Hence the siobable $1.5-$2 

billion insured loss projection 
for a Category 4 or 5 storm hit- 
ting New Providence, an esti- 

- mate backed up by the estimat- - 
ed $1 billion worth of damage 
that Hurricane Ivan inflicted 

upon the Cayman Islands in 
2004. 

In a presentation to the 2007 
Bahamas Business Outlook 

Conference, Mr Ward said that 

_a catastrophic Category 5 hur-.. 
ricane hit New Providence, 

Grand Bahama and Abaco, it 
was likely to result in a 10 per 
cent insured loss for all prop- 
erty, auto and marine assets that 

were covered. 
On New Providence, Mr 

Ward estimated that a cata- 
strophic Category 5 storm 
would inflict some $1.9 billion 
worth of damage, given that the 
island had, in terms of exposed 
assets, $16.6 billion of personal 
and commercial properties; 
$2.354 billion in properties 
under construction; $370 mil- 

lion in vehicles; and $160 million > 

worth of marine vehicles and 

boats. 
Of the $1.9 billion worth of 

damage, Mr Ward estimated 
that some $1.325 billion was 
insured by a combination of 
Bahamian general insurance © 
carriers and their reinsurance 
partners, plus Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don and other offshore insur- 
ers. 

He estimated that $563 mil- 
lion in damage, though, might 
be underinsured or uninsured. 

As for Tropical Storm Han- 
na’s impact on the Bahamas, 
Mr Ward said it appeared to be 

minimal as far as the insurance 

SEE page 2B 

Business ‘unsustainable’ in current environment 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

BEING in business in the 

‘Bahamas is “unsustainable” in 

the current economic environ- 
ment, a former Grand Bahama 

Chamber of Commerce presi- 
dent has told Tribune Business, 

with the private sector’s prof- 
itability increasingly challenged 
by skyrocketing energy costs 
and government tax increases. 

Christopher Lowe, who is. - 
also. operations manager for, 
Kelly’s (Freeport), said that it 
was the “productive sectors” of... 

~Bahamian-society-and its econ- 
omy that were paying for the 
increased cost of living imposed 

» Every idea Begins with a seed of thought. 

~/ Colinalmperial can take those seeds and turn 

them into reality. Thats the difference between 

Confidence for Life and a lifetime of dreaming. 

by rising oil prices and the Gov- 
ernment’s decision to increase - 

. imports at a time when the taxes in the 2007-2008 Budget. 
“The situation is not sustain- 

able. The Government has 

moved to increase: its revenue, 
electricity has shot through the 
roof, and the money to pay for 
all this is coming from the pri- 
vate sector that produces,” Mr 

Lowe told Tribune Business. 
“The Government has moved 

to increase its ‘own revenue 
through the Budget communi- 
cation, and all this.is going to 
stop the only producing sector 
they have, which is the. private 
sector. It’s not sustainable, 

‘There’s no way it’s sustainable.” 
Many have: questioned the 

move to increase Tariff and 
Excise duties imposed on 

Bahamian economy is already 
experiencing a downturn, one 
brought on largely by global 
economic conditions that have 
negatively impacted tourism 
arrivals and spending in this 
nation, plus foreign direct 

' investment in resorts and real 

estate. 
’ Conventional economic wis- 
dom‘ ‘has traditionally dictated 
that governments should cut. 
taxes, and increase spending on _ 
capital and public works pro- 
jects, when an economy appears 

_SEE page 8B 
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advanced, two declined and 
three remained unchanged. 

A total of 66,296 shares 
changed hands, a slight increase 

By RoyalFidelity Capital 
arkets 

erate trading in the Bahamian 
stock market, with investors 
trading in seven out of the 19 

IT was another week of mod- — listed companies. Two stocks 

Opportunity: : 

World Class Retailer 
Esso, a market leader in fuels and convenience retailing, is looking for operators/franchisees for 

its On The Run Cafes, yer Markets, and service stations across New Providence. 

If you have. :. 

Successful experience in sales, finance, or administration . 

- Aminimum of five years successfully supervising a team of workers 
- A desire to provide superior customer service 
Computer literacy 
Organizational discipline 
Access to capital and a good credit history 

...We want to know you! 

Applications can be obtained from our Division Office, Windsor Field Road, Nassau, Bahamas. 

Applications from interested Parties must be submitted no later than Friday September 12, 2008 
at 3:30pm to: 

Sonja Gibson, Marketing Specialist 
Esso Standard Oil SA Limited 

Division Office, Windsor Field Road 
P.O. CB-10998 

We're drivers too. Nassau, Bahamas   

-Presentin g 

Elegant Turnkey Homes 
in sought after Charlotteville 

of 4,250 shares, or 7 per cent, 

in comparison to last week's 
trading volume of 61,776 shares. 
Commonwealth Bank (CBL) 

led the market volume for a 
third consecutive week and was 
also the advancer of the week 
with 51,196 shares trading, 
increasing by $0.15 or 2 per cent 
to close at $6.92. 

Finance Corporation of the 
Bahamas (FIN) was the big 
decliner of the week, with its 
share price falling by $0.50 or 
4 per cent ona volume of 1,600 
shares to close the week at $12. 

COMPANY NEWS. 
Earnings Releases 
Finance Corporation of trhe © 

Bahamas (FIN) released its 
unaudited financial results for 
the nine months ended July 31, 
2008. , 

FIN reported net income of 
$11.6 million, a decrease of $3.1 | 
million! or 20.9 per cent in com- 

parison to the same period in 
2007. | 

Net interest income of $21.2 
million increased by $357,000 
or 1.7 per cent versus $20.9 mil- 
lion for 2007. Provision for cred- 
it losses) of $3.2 million 
increased significantly by $2.9" 

‘million from $271,000 in com- 
parison to the prior year. 
Management of FIN indicat- 

ed that the weakening econo- 
my contributed to a significant 
increase in non-accrual loans, 
which resulted in anincrease to . 
the bank's loan provision in the 
2008 second quarter. This, in 
turn, caused net income to be 
negatively impacted. 

FIN reported earnings per 
share of $0.43, a decline of $0.12 
or 21.82 per cent, versus $0.55 at 
the end of the 2007 third quar- ~ 
ter. 

Total assets and liabilities . 
stood at $774 million and $682 
million respectively, compared 
to $712 million and $620 mil- 
lion at year-end. Despite a 
decline in its financial results, 

_ FIN reported that its mortgage 
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The Bahamian 

Stock Market 
FINDEX 856.15 YTD eae 

BISX CLOSING CHANGE VOLUME YTD PRICE 
SYMBOL PRICE CHANGE 

$1.81 $- 
$0.89 
$8.50 $- 
$11.80 
$14.60 
$3.49 
$14.14 

CBL. $6.92 
CHL $2.85 
CIB $11.55 
CWCB $4.25 
DHS $2.75 
FAM $8.06 

$2.37 | 
FCC $0.44 
FCL $5.49 
FIN $12.00 
ICD $5.57 
JSJ; $12.00 
PRE $10.00 

9.04% 
4.71% 

-11.55% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
4.64% 

17.34% 
-17.91% 
-9.52% 

-20.89% 
-15.67% 
17.02% 
11.94% ° 
-10.57% 
-42.86% 
5.98% 
-7.34% 

-23.17% 
9.09% 
0.00% 

BBL 
BOB 
BPF 
BSL 
BWL: 
CAB 

DIVIDEND/AGM NOTES: 

e Finance Corporation of the Bahamas (FIN) has declared an 
interim dividend of $0.13 per share, payable on September 16, 
2008, to all shareholders of record date September 9, 2008. 

¢ Commonwealth Bank (CBL) has declared a quarterly div- 
idend of $0.05 per share, payable on September 30, 2008, to all 
shareholders of record date September 12, 2008. 

¢ Consolidated Water Company BDRs (CWCB) has declared 
a quarterly dividend of $0.013 per share, payable on November 
7, 2008, to all shareholders of record date September 30, 2008. | 

e Bahamas Supeamathet! (BSL) announced that it will be 
holding its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, September 16, 
2008, at 6pm at the British Colonial Hilton, 1 Bay Street, Nas- 
sau, Bahamas. 

Private Placement Offerings: 

e FOCOL Holdings (FCL) announced it will be extending the 
deadline of its private placement offering. The preferred shares 
will be paying a dividend rate of prime + 1.75%, payable semi- 

book grew by 11 per cent for annually. 
the period. FIN states that, the 
bank's capital ratios remain 
strong, in excess of the regula- 
tory requirement. 

Intreducing: 

«ok House No. 1_ 
4 Bedroom, 3 1/2 Bath 
1949. sq ft. $685,000 

e Custom, solid wood cabinets 

e Granite or polished concrete 

counter tops 
_» Stainless appliances incl. 

« Impact resistant windows 

+ Open plan living area 

» Walk in closets 

« Central AC throughout 

* Front and rear porch 

« Completely landscaped 

¢ Gated community 

* 24/7 security 

* Club house & pools - 

¢ Tennis courts: 

* Homeowners association 

+ Underground utilities 

e# House No. 3 
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath 

1470. sq ft. $630,000 

«e%House No. 34 
4 Bedroom, 3 1/2 Bath 

2068. sq ft. $800,000 

‘es House No. 131 
4 Bedroom, 3 1/2 Bath 
2068. sq ft. $685,000 

‘6% House No. 114 
3 Bedroom, 3 1/2 Bath 
1912. sq ft. $745,000 

Floor plans and house specs available on the website 

www.charlottevillebahamas.com/listings.htm 

SOLD DIRECT TO YOU BY THE HOMES DEVELOPER 

Enjoy Charlotteville family living in any one of these 

superior homes. Built to the highest standards, with 

exceptional finishings, these houses are ready to 

move in. 

Contact our sales team: 

Tel: 242 362 2727 or 242 377 0570 
Email:info@yourbahamas.com or 

charlotteville@coralwave.com 

Web: www.charlottevillebahamas.com/listings.htm 

RAR RE SL A NT 

ASK ABOUT AVAILABLE LOTS AT CHARLOTTEVILLE   

  

  

insured loss 
from major 
hurricane 
FROM page 1B 

industry was concerned. 
“We're still trying to get in 

touch with people in the south- 
ern Bahamas to get some accu- 
rate estimation on whether 
there’s going to be any signifi- 
cant claims activity. So far, there 
doesn’t appear:to be anything 
much,” Mr Ward told Tribune 
Business. 

Given the presence of Hur- 
ricane Ike and Tropical Storm 
Hanna, Mr Ward said Bahami- 
an general i insurers had stopped 
writing any new business, 
although they were accepting 
renewals that were coming due 
in the ordinary course of busi- 
ness. 

“We don’t want to take on 
exposures at a moment’s notice 
if a storm is going to occur,” Mr 
Ward explained. 

The Bahamas First president 
added that he did not currently 
expect the damage, and associ- 
ated insurance payments, result- 
ing from other storms such as 
Hurricane Gustav “to have a 
direct correlation on rates in the 
Bahamas” as they became due 
for renewal next year. 

The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award, 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story.
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of Bahamas 
brothers setting 
sail 

@ By CARA BRENNEN- 
BETHEL 
Tribune Business 
Reporter 

FOLLOWING in their 
father’s footsteps, three broth- 

ers born and raised in the 
Bahamas have progressed 
through the international ship- 
ping industry’s ranks to become 
chief executive of three inter- 
national shipping entities. 

The men - Roger Jr, Tim and 
Scott Jones - one brought here 
at the age of one, one born here 
and the third born in the US 
and brought here at 10 days old, 
were steered on that course by 
their father, Roger Jones, the 
co-founder and president of the 
Nassau-based ocean bulk ship- 
ping company, Jones, 
Bardelmeier and Company. 

The family’s achievement 
proves that this is an industry 
where Bahamians can make 
their mark on an international 
stage. It also cements the coun- ° 
try’s position as a leader in the . 

_ maritime industry, given that 
the Bahamas has the third 
largest shipping registry in the 
world. - 

Roger Jr, known as Rod, has 

become president and chief 
executive of CSL Ocean and 
the Great Lakes ship-owning 
entity, headquartered in Mon- 

treal. 
For the past 17 years, he has 

been based in Beverly Massa- 
chusetts, with an ocean sub- 
sidiary of CSL. The company 
owns, and is a pool operator, of 

the largest ocean fleet of spe- 
cialised bulk carriers. 

Roger’s duties wiil include 
not only CSL International, but 
Canada Steamship Lines, the 
Canadian Flag Great Lake sub- 
sidiary and CSL Australia Ltd, 
a bulk fleet that operates in 

    
    

   

        

    
    

        

    

James Catalyn & Friends 

“SUMMER MADNESS” Revue 2008 
The Dundas Centre 

Regular Performances 

September 10th - 13th 2008 at 8:00 p.m. nightly 

a Tickets $20.00 
Benefit Performance for The AIDS Foundation 

Tuesday 9th September at 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets $25.00 
Box Office: The Dundas Centre, telephone 393-3728/394-7179 

9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Daily 

(Reserved tickets not collected by 3:00 pm on day 
of performance will be sold) 

and around Australia and 

Indonesia. CSL’ Group is the 
. oldest shipping entity in Cana- 

da, and is owned by the family 

of the former Canadian Prime 

Minister, Paul Martin, with 
roots going back to 1885. 

Meanwhile, Tim earlier this 

month became the chief execu- 

‘tive of Barry Rogliano Salles 
(BRS), a 150-year-old French 
company, which is one of the, 
three largest ship broking.com- 
panies in the world. He has 
worked for the company for the 
last 29 years. 

Before his appointment as 
chief executive, he was one of 
three managing directors, hold-; 
ing the post of, vice-president- 
commercial, and head of the 
company’s largest division, “the 
dry bulk” department. 

Tim’s new tasks will include 
‘responsibility for the Paris head- 
quarters, and the worldwide 
activities of the firm, which has 
SRHCES iH ESHaSHe Madtidy =“ 100 owned Vessels, Dockendale=*« 
Shanghai, Dubai, Athens, Rijei- 
ka in Croatia , Ho Chi Minh 
City in Vietnam and Singapore. 

The final brother, Scott, was 
formerly chief executive of KC 
Maritime, an Indian family- 
owned company headquartered 
in Hong Kong. In January 2007, 
when his contract expired, he 
moved to Abu Dhabi, where he 
became chief executive of E- 
Ships, an Arab-owned compa- 
ny that owns/operates tankers, 
self-unloading barges and bulk 
carries. Recently, he contract- 
ed to have two LPG carriers 
built in China. 

All three attended St 
Andrews School, were Sea 
Scouts and were gold medal 
particpatants in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme - 
now called the Governor Gen- 
eral’s Award Scheme. 
Shipping and sailing is in the 

   

CHANGE OF 
TRANSFER AGENT 

We are pleased to advise the public that 
effective September 1, 2008 Royal Fidelity. 
Share Registrars & Transfer Agents Limited 
has been appointed as the Registrar and 
Transfer Agent for Finance Corporation of 
Bahamas Limited. Shareholders can make 
direct enquiries to Royal Fidelity as of 
today’s date. 

D. BURROWS-HAINES 
CORPORATE SECRETARY   

for the top 
Jones genes, as Rod’s daugh- 
ter, Kimberly, is a deputy man- 
ager of corporate banking 
(Maritime) with the Bank of 
Ireland in Dublin. 

Tim’s son, Alexander, 23, is 
an operations manager for the 
German ship owner Oldendort 
Carriers, in the company’s 
Shanghai office. 

Scott’s son, Guthrie, 20, dur- 
ing this summer’s vacation from 
college, sailed as a cadet on the 
Canadian-owned OBO (combi- 
nation ore/bulk/oil carrier) M/V 
Artic on which, he completed 
around trip to a loading port in 
Deception Bay in the Canadian 
Artic. 

Three major ocean shipping 
companies have their corporate 
and, in some cases, operating 
functions headquartered in Nas- 

_ sau, 
They are the Clipper Group, 

one of the largest ship owners in 
the world, with approximately 

Shipping and Teekay Shipping. 

   
     
     
     

  

     

   
| Accounting I (12 Weeks) 

Fri. 16/3, 6-9pm 

Sat. 10/4, Darn-lpm 

Accounting H (12 Weeks} 

Pri, $03, 6-pan 

} Sat, 10/4, Sam: 1p 

      

     
    
    
     

  

   

|) Quick Books (12 Weeks) 
Fri, 103, 6-9pm 

Sax. LO, Yam. lyin 

       
     

Sat. 10/6, Yam-3pan 

Sat. 10/4, Gary pune 

| A+ Review (10 Weeks) 

Fri. 1073, 61 Ose 

il Care & Artistry (15 Weeks) 

Mon. Tues. Thais 10/8, 6-10 pin 

Facial Technology (10 Weeks} 

Mon. Tues. Thurs. 10/6, 6-dpm 
       

           
         

        

       

Face Care 

Sat. 10:4, 9am-3pm 

| Acrylic Nails (LO Weeks} 

F Fri, 10/3, 6- EG pm 

Barbering | (15 Weeks) 

Mon. Wed. 9/8, 6-10 pin 

Tile Laying-How Fo Do (10 Weeks) 

Sat. 10/4, 9am I pm 
     

    

     
   
      

Basic Blue Print Reading & 
Estimating | Residential (18 Weeks) 

Sat. 10°4, Yam-3pm 

Basic Blue Print Reading & 

Pri. 103, opm. Hipm 

Prefessional Development 

     
      

      

        

     
    
       

  

   

  

$300 

S300 

‘$300 

| Intro, Competers Applications | (12 Weeks} 

$345 

Intro. Computers Applications I (2 Weeks) 

  

S378 

& Make-up Application (10Weeks) 
$375 

5300 

$300 

$320 

Estimating 1f Commercial (10 Weeks) - 

$350 

$300 
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Attend the 

Americas Food & Beverage Show & Conference 
September 24-26, 2008 Miami Beach Convention Center 

Take Advantage of $225 Airfares to Miami! 

Why Attend? - 
: @ See products exhibited by over 300 exhibitors from 25+ countries 

© Meet sales reps who specialize in providing products to the Caribbean 

@ Visit the USA Pavilion with more than 100 exhibitors * 

@ Source new products and meet new suppliers 

@ Attend the USA/Florida Caribbean Cocktail Reception to make 

new contacts 
© Participate in a Tour of Whole Foods store 

Show Features! 
@ New Products Showcase 

© Beverage Pavilion e Kosher Pavilion e Florida Pavilion 

© Foreign Pavilions: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Ecuador, Malaysia 

Why Now! 
@ $225 discounted airfare available plus taxes/fees until September 11th 

@ Discounted rooms available 

@ Register FREE at www. americasfoodandbeverage. com using special 

priority registration code: FAS 

. e 
World Trade Canter Miaesit 

For More Information Contact: 

Miami/Alex Rubin or Emy Rodriguez (305-871-7910) 

Wagner Mendez/US Embassy/Dom. Rep. (809-227-0012, ext. 275) 

Sylburn Thomas/US Embassy/Jamaica (876-702-6142)   
Property Comprises 18,292.55 Sq.Ft. 

With 106 Ft. on High Traffic Carmichael Road 

The Manager, Credit Risk Management, 

P.O. Box N-7518, Nassau, Bahamas 

to reach us before Septmeber 29, 2008. 

For further information, Please contact:: 

Tile Laying (25 Weeks} 

MUTAW RDP. 9°83, Same Tpra 

Drywall Installation (15 Weeks) 

MUTOW ARLE WS, Sante leas 

  

Windew Treatment ~ Drapery & Valence 
€10 Weeks) 

Mon. Wed. 9/29, Yarn} pau 

Tees. Wed. &3 

Paes. Phurs. 9/30) 9 

8.6 -TOpm 

Har = Epa 

Sewing (10 Weeks} 

Sat. kd, Sar 3pm 

Painting & Decorating (16 Weeks} 

iResidential & Commercial} 

Mon. Wed. ¥ 

Tues. Thurs. 4/30, Sani Epa 

Tres, Wed. 9/30, 6-1Derna 

   

  

   

29, Jamel pr 

aye 

Upholstery F (10 Weeks) 

Toes. Thurs. 9°30, 6-1 Open 

Uphoistery LF (10 Weeks} 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
In The Rapidly Expanding Carmichael Road Area 

Lot #5 Block 2, Millars Heights Subdivision . 

Interested person should submit offers in writing 

S300 

$308 

    

       

  

       

         

        

       
    

   

     

  

addressed to: 

      

   

   

      

       

      

  

       
     

  

    

      

mC ELC ere 

5()2-6338/9 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday * 9am-5pm 

Mon. Wed. 9/29, 6.10pm $350 se F f a 
: pa , BYVI reserves the right to cancel courses if a minimum number 

Straw Craft E10 Weeks) af students have not registered. Students will receive a fall 
te a ~ a 5 he . rs . . 

: ; : . refund if classes are cancelled by the institution. 
Mon. Wed. 9°29. Gam-lpm S308 

Straw Craft Advanced HH (10 Weeks) 

Mop. Wed. 9/29, 6.10pm 

Shell Souvenir Manefacturing (16 Weeks) 

Mon. Wed. 

Tues. Thars. 930, Yam-lpm 

Tues. Wed. 9/30, 6-10 pm 

9/29, Jan pm 

  

Marine Outboard Engine 

Preventive Maintenance (10 Weeks) 

Mon 

Wed. 10°, 

io, O-9pm 

6-9pm 

    

Small r; Engine Repair (10 Weeks} 

$300 Sat. 10/4. Sam 3pm - 

$3380 

$300 

$300 

   

BTVI reserves the right 19 change Tuition, Fees. Course Content, 

Course Schedule and Course Materials. 

Early registration helps eliminate the disappointment of course 

area Lee 

      

Non-Bahamians are required to pay ao additional fee. 

    

    
   

   
   

' CLASS SCHEDULE | 
10 WEEK PROGRAMS 

OCT 3 - DEC 6, 2008 | 

| 

) 12 WEEK PROGRAMS 
OCT 3 - DEC 20, 2008 

I 

i 

1S WEEK PROGRAMS 
SEPT 8 - DEC 20, 2008    
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) PM ‘taking keen 

interest’ over 
| ented reform 

FROM page 1B 

sible it could be done by the 
end of the month. 

“I think it’s safe to say the 
Prime Minister has a keen inter- 
est in moving the matter for- 
ward.” 

Mr Laing acknowledged that 
private pensions, and other 

4 bed, 31 /2 bath, split level house 
located on lots 4 & 5, block 5 

forms of long-term savings, 
were necessary to supplement 
the National Insurance Board 
(NIB), upon which all too many 
Bahamians rely for 100 per cent 
of their retirement income. 

“T think any long-term plan- 
ning in this economy requires 
that we have to be able to 
develop a means for people to 
support themselves after retire- 
ment, and create additional 
facilities for domestic invest- 
ment. As a long-term measure, 
I think it’s very important,” Mr 
Laing said. 

“Clearly, NIB cannot ade- 
quately address a person’s 
retirement needs.” The main 
issue, Mr Laing added, was how 
to ensure NIB and private pen- 
sions “cohabited” with one 
another. 

He acknowledged that other 
countries that had implemented 
legislation mandating private 
pensions and their regulation: 
had “benefited from it”. 

Although it is unclear what 
mandate any Pensions Com- 
mission will be given, it is likely 
that among their key consider- 
ations will be whether to insti- 
tute legislation mandating that 
every Bahamian have a private - 
pension. 

Some have argued that man- 
dating private pensions will. 
infringe on a person’s freedom 
of choice, and that it is not pos- 
sible for the Government to leg- 
islate for ‘stupid people’. 

Others, though, believe that 
the issue is so critical to the 
future of Bahamian society that 
legislation must be introduced, 
given the ‘social timebomb’ now 
ticking with many Bahamians 
unable to finance their retire- 
ments. A long-term ‘savings and 
financial planning culture is 
noticeably absent, with between 
80-90 per cent of this nation’s 
bank accounts containing less 
than $1,000. 

Issue 

Once that issue is decided, 
there is then the question of 
what form mandatory private 
pensions should take - whether 
they should be employer-spon- 
sored or individual schemes. 

Other issues will involve reg- 
ulations, standards and codes 
of conduct for pension industry 
practitioners, namely fund 
administrators, managers and 
trustees. 
Ensuring independent 

trustees will be a key issue, in 

order to prevent companies 
using employee pension funds 
for working capital. 

This issue jumped to the fore- 
front recently with Bahamas 
Supermarkets, the City Markets - 
operator, which revealed in its 
2007 annual financial statements 
that it signed a $3 million sale 
and leaseback deal with the staff 
pension fund to provide it with 
immediate working capital. 
Bahamas Supermarkets man- 

agement have defended the-... 
deal, arguing that the pension ~ 
fund was receiving a better rate 
of return - 9 per cent compared 
to 3 per cent - than it did previ- 
ously, with the transaction being 
conducted on an arm’s length 
basis. 
Anthony Ferguson, CFAL’s 

president, agreed that pension 
legislation was “definitely need- 
ed” in the Bahamas, especially 
given the increasingly and pop- 
ulation. 

“NIB will not be able to sup- 
port all of us in the future unless 
the fund changes, through 
either increasing the contribu- 
tion rate or limiting the pay- 
outs,” Mr Ferguson said. 

“It’s for the country’s future. 
We either pay now, or we pay 
later.” 

Interested persons should submit offers in writing addressed to: 

The Manager, Credit Risk Management, P.O. Box N-7518, Nassau, Bahamas 

to reach us before September 19, 2008. 5 

For further information, ve contact: 356- 1608 or 502-0929 

A global leader in audit, tax and advisory services   _We-are currently seeking qualified persons to join our Audit practice as: 

Senior/Supervising Senior : 

Successful candidates for the Senior/Supervising Senior position must have at least three to four years 
professional public accounting experience. Applicants must hold a CPA, CA, or other professional designation 
recognized by the Bahamas Institute of Chartered Accountants. 

  

Career Opportunity 
A vibrant entity invites application from suitable qualified individuals for the ¢ auditing experience in the financial services (banking, investment funds and insurance) and hospitality 

~ Essential attributes include: 

industries 

* excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to relate well with clients 

« the ability to work independently and under pressure to meet strict deadlines 

» excellent oral and written communication skills 

e — proficiency in a variety of software applications (Microsoft suite} 

position of AGRICULTURAL MARKETING COORDINATOR 

_ The successful candidate would be an individual with strong marketing skills 

and a good working knowledge of agriculture management techniques and a 

strong commitment to promoting the advancement of this. sector. : : eas 
We offer a team-based environment with wonderful opportunities, in our Nassau office, to broaden your 

professional experience in a varied practice that offers competitive compensation and benefits packages, 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: ; 
Assurance is given that every applicant will be treated in the strictest of confidence. 

¢ Responsible for the analysis and evaluation of the integrated 
agricultural marketing system. 

° Development of an agricultural .information systerit and 
capacity building. 

¢ Provision of support of agricultural marketing projects 
and programmes including formulation, _ start-up, 

implementation monitoring and evaluation in collaboration 

_ with the marketing team. 
e Provide ongoing monitoring of the marketing programme 

to anticipate and troubleshoot problems and _ issues, 

track milestones and concrete progress on activities and 

_Tecommend appropriate action. 
¢ Provide quality assurance and review of the programme. 

¢ Provide feedback and guidance to senior management with 
respect to the programme development. 

e Provide support in marketing development workshops and 
events. 

REQUIRED SKILLS AND ABILITIES: 

Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume, and a copy of their professional certification by Friday, 

' September 12, 2008 to: KPMG, Human Resources Manager, P.O. Box N123, Nassau, Pahamas or 
jalightbourne@kpmg.com.bs. Telephone: (242) 393 2007 ~ 

AUDIT * TAX # ADVISORY 

© 2008. KPMG, a Bahamas partnership, and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG international, a 
Swiss cooperative. All rights reserved,   

The following persons are asked to contact 

STOR-IT-ALL OF NASSAU, LIMITED 
in connection with items left in storage: 

¢ FRANKLYN KNOWLES ¢ JAVAN SWEETING 

¢ BA Degree- Marketing 
¢ Minimum 7 years experience 

° Working knowledge of agricultural products 
¢ Working knowledge of the procedures for determining local 

market conditions 
¢ Strong written and verbal communications skills 
° Excellent computer skills 

¢ ELLISON HANNA ¢ LILA WATERS 

* CARLOTTA SCOTT e PRINCESS MARGARET 

HOSPITAL 
e SUSAN CULMER 

¢ SAMANTHA SMITH 
e SHARON BAIN 

Interested persons should submit a resume, police certificate, 
testimonials, photograph and covering letter outlining 
background and achievements to: 

c/o DA 04733 

P.O. Box N3207 

Nassau, Bahamas 

¢ VIP ENTE ISES 
* ROOTS JUNKANOO are 

GROUP ¢ ELECTROJACK 

All rentals must be paid and items removed no later than September 23rd, 2008 

stor-it-all 
Soldier Road 

(by Lowe’s Wholesale), 
Telephone: 393-0964 

The closing date for applic ations is September 22, 2008 

sTor-it-all    
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URC CSS MTU ee a eo Cea TEST Businesses urged 
to combat looting 
@ By CARA BRENNEN- 

BETHEL 
Tribune Business 
Reporter 

  

AS the country scrambled 
last week to prepare for three- 
named storms, the Royal 
Bahamas Police Force urged 
business owners to secure their 
properties to assist them in 
reducing the vast amount of 
looting that has taken place 
during past hurricanes. 

Jeffery Albury, a business- 
man who is part of a business 
community crime watch, told 
Tribune Business that police 
officials have asked his group 
to spread the word around to 
ensure business owners take 
proper precautions. 

“During the last storm sea- 
son, police said that they had 
to deal with numerous 
instances of looting, so they 
really want the word to go out 
to the business community so 
that people will secure their 
properties prior to a storm hit- 
ting,” he explained. 

Mr Albury said that in addi- 
tion to the usual storm prepa- 
rations such as battening 
down, if weather conditions 
permit business owners should 
try to drive past their proper- 
ties and report any instances 
of looting as soon as possible. 

“Most businesses will begin 
to close down this weekend 
(Friday to Sunday in prepara- 
tion for Hurricane Ike) so 
rather than leave the property 

alone, you need to make trips 
to ensure things are okay,” Mr 
Albury added. 

While he said that looters 
will always try to take advan- 
tage of a storm situation, and 
the police can only do so 
much, businesses need to 
secure their properties as much 
as possible. 

He also noted a new method 
criminals have adopted. 

“What a lot of robbers are 
doing is that they will go toa 
business and deliberately do 
something that will start the 
alarm for that business, and 
then they will leave that place 
and go somewhere and rob 
them, because they have dis-- 
tracted the police to go some- 
where else,” Mr Albury said. 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

SITUATED ON DOUBLE LOTS TOTALING 23,753 SQ. FT. 

LOCATED BE ARD ROAD 
Approximately 500 feet east of the Village Road Round About 

Interested persons should submit offers in writing addressed to: 

The Manager, Credit Risk Management, P.O. Box N-7518, 

Nassau, Bahamas 

. to reach.us before September 29, 2008. 

For further information, please contact: 

oN 

t . 

NAD 
Nassau Airport 
Development Company 

356-1608 .or 502-0929 

NAD is inviting proposals for a 1000 sq. ft. Food & Beverage Outlet 

in the Domestic Departures Lounge. The successful Proponent will 

be required to design, construct, finance, maintain, manage and 

operate the food & beverage outlet. 

Proposals will be evaluated based on the proponent’s relative 

experience; the proposed concept, the proposed design; the 

ability to finance the capital investment required for design and 

developmentofthe food & beverage outlet, the operating, marketing 

and customer service plans; and the financial offer to NAD. 

NAD's goals and objectives are to: 

achieve a high standard of excellence and customer service; 

offer a mix of concepts that customers find attractive and that 

will enhance the image of LPIA as a world class airport; 

offer food & beverage and retail choices to passengers at 

(a) 
(b) 

reasonable prices; 

offer a mix of local, national and international brand-name 

companies; 

develop and design retail and food & beverage facilities that 

complement the qualities of the current and new terminals 

while recognizing the distinctive spirit and character of the 

community the airport serves; and 

optimize revenue to NAD. 

For all of the RFPs, Craponent 0 must be Bahamian 

and incorporated in The Bahamas. 

Qualified and interested parties may pick up the 

Request for Proposal package at NAD’s office, 

Terminal 1 (Domestic/International), 2nd floor, LPIA 

__untiiMonday September 15th, 2008 at4pm. 

The successful applicant 
Securities/Custody department, the Wire Transfer department, and Documentation - 
department. 

HALL OF FAME 

MEMBERS 
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BIE Bank & Trust Bahamas Ltd. 
Is seeking the services of an 

Operations Manager 

is expected to manage the day-to-day activities of the 

Provide guidance and direction to the Operations Team 
Implement process effectively to create operational efficiencies and 
deliver a high level of service to internal/external clients 
Manage the security trade settlement process and mutual fund trade process 
Manage the wire transfer process 
Overall oversight of account openings, closings, updates and other 
Documentation items 
Prepare daily/monthly statistical an one reports/analysis for senior 
management 

Organizational, Planning & Management skills 
Excellent Interpersonal & Communication skills 
Detail-oriented, problem solving and decisions making skills 
Thorough knowledge of Money Laundering Legislation and regulatory 
provisions 
Working knowledge of Bahamian legislation and regulations and their 
relationship to corporate policies and procedures 

Relevant professional qualifications-CFA, series 7, or relevant degree in. 
Business/Operations Management 
Computer Literate. Proficient in a variety of word processing software, 
graphics, outlook and spreadsheet applications including the Microsoft suite of 
software products , 
Ability to be trained on industry specific software such as Olympic 
Banking System 
Minimum of 3-5 years experience in an offshore banking environment at a 
managerial level 
Experience in strategic planning and analysis 

Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

Interested applicants meeting the above qualifications should submit a recent resume to: 

Human Resources Generalist 
BIE Bank & Trust Bahamas Ltd. 

Charlotte House 
P.O.Box N-3930 
Nassau, Bahamas 

. Fax:328-2750 
candida.ferguson @itauinternational.com 

The closing date for receipt of all resumes is Thursday, September 11th, 2008 
ip Ute 4   

The College of The Bahamas Alumni Association 

HALL OF FAME 
SEEKING NOMINATIONS 

What We Are About 

The Alumni Association Hall of Fame was established in spring of 2001 by the Executive 

Board of the Association. The purpose is to recognize annually a COB alumna/alumnus who 

is making significant contributions to the development of The Bahamas. It is envisioned that 

honourees will play a major role in the fundraising efforts of the Association. 

On May 11, 2001, the Alumni Association named Bishop Neil C. Ellis, Pastor, Mount Tabor 

Full Gospel Church as its first inductee. Subsequently named were Larry Gibson, a financial 

services expert (2002); Laura Pratt-Charlton, a pharmacist /entrepreneur (2003); Tanya 

McCartney, an attorney and a former member of the Senate (2004); Vernice Walkine, 

Director General of Tourism (2005), Keith Bell, Former Superintendant of the Royal Bahamas 

Police Force(2006}, Charles Sealy, Chief Executive Officer, Doctor’s Hospital (2007). 

Each honouree is presented with a 36” Silver European Cup, which symbolizes his or her 

outpouring of inspiration that causes others to thirst for “knowledge, truth and integrity”, 

the values promoted by The College of The Bahamas and reflected in the institution’s motto. 

Hall of Fame Award Criteria: 

What It Takes to Be Nominated and Become a Member of The Hall of Fame 

The Alumni Association of The College of The Bahamas views induction into its Hall of Fame 

as its highest honour. It is a designation extended to individuals whose lives are the hallmark 

of The College’s motto “Knowledge, Truth, Integrity.” 

To be considered for the Alumni Association Hall of Fame, nominees must: 

Have distinguished themselves as students, academically and socially, while at The 

College of The Bahamas 

Be among the best in their chosen fields of endeavour, displaying scrupulous conduct 

that stands as an example to others. 

Be a leader and relentless worker whose success benefits co-workers, those they 

supervise or employ and the community in general. 

Excel in civic outreach and make a contribution to society that is easily visible within 

their fields and the wider scope of Bahamian Life, 

Exhibit strength of character that translates generally into community strengthening, 

personifying their alma mater’s motto “Knowledge, Truth, Integrity’. 

Be nominated 

The Hall of Fame Award Nomination Form 

May be obtained from 

The Office of Alumni Relations & Development (Upstairs, Administration Block (A-Block}) 

Oakes Field Campus Or may be downloaded from http://my.cob.edu.bs 

All nomination forms, along with a current portfolio and photograph, must be submitted by 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008. 

For more information, please call the Office of Alumni Relations & Development at 302-4359. 

Portfolio Size: Five (5) pages (maximum) * Font size: 12 pt * Paper 8.5 inches x 11 inches   
ys
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To ativertise in The 

Tribune -the #1 newspaper 

in circulation, just call 

502-2371 today! 

NOTICE 

ESSO PIPELINE. 
MPA 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 137 (8) of the 

International Business Companies Act 2000, notice is hereby 

given that the above-named Company has been dissolved and 

struck off the Register pursuant to a Certificate of Dissolution 

issued by the Registrar General on the 28th day of August, 

A.D., 2008. 

Dated the 5th day of September, A.D., 2008. 

Julio C. Rodriguez 

LIQUIDATOR OF 

ESSO PIPELINE COMPANY 

LIMITED   
26 UBS 
UBS (Bahamas) Ltd. is one of the world's leading financial 
institutions in the Caribbean. Our Business Area Wealth 
Management International looks after wealthy private clients 

by providing them with comprehensive, value enhancing 
services. Our client advisors combine strong personal 
relationships with the resources that are available from 
across UBS, helping them provide a full range of wealth 

management services. : 

In order to strengthen our team in Nassau, we are looking 
to fill the following position: 

Senior Client Relationship Manager 

In this challenging position you will be responsible for the 

following tasks (traveling required): 

¢ Coordinator for a team of Client Advisors 
¢ Management and advisory of a large book of existing high 

_ net-worth clients ‘ 

¢ Acquisition of high net-worth relationships 
¢ Presentation and implementation of investment solutions 

in French and English : 

Minimum Requirements: 

¢ BS/BA degree preferred 
° Minimum of 7 years of experience in the financial sector 

(preferably wealth management / private banking) 
¢ Has experience in providing investment advice to Private 
Banking Clients 

* Good knowledge of financial markets and capital market 
_ products, fixed income/equity products, banking products, 

trust structures, alternative investments 
¢ Excellent communication, organizational and client 

relationship management skills 
¢ Must be able to read, write and speak fluently in French 
¢ Excellent computer skills (Excel, PowerPoint, Word) 

Interested? Written applications should be sent to: 

UBS (Bahamas) Ltd. 
Human Resources 

P.O. Box N-7757 

hrbahamas@ubs.com or 

THE TRIBUNE 

  

  

‘Critical’ work start | 

on regulations for 
new Securities Act 

FROM page 1B 

year-end. 
Hillary Deveaux, the Com- 

mission’s executive director, 
told Tribune Business that the 
passage of the new Act and 
regulations on to the statute 
book was essential to meet the 
“principles and objectives” set 
by the international association 
of securities industry regula- 
tors. 

The new legislation, he said, 
was “critical in order to 
enhance the reputation” of the 

. Bahamas in the international 
financial services and capital 
.markets industries. 

“We’re in the process of hav- 
ing the regulations drafted,” 
Mr Deveaux told Tribune Busi- 
ness. “The consultant for that 
‘project is the same one who 
worked on the Securities Indus- 
try Act. They’re contracted, 
and started work on Septem- 
ber 1. 
'“We’ve provided them with 

our instructions on the draft- 
ing of the regulations. We can’t 
give a timeline for their com- 
pletion, but we will have a draft 
Securities Industries regulations 
to accompany the Securities 
Industry Act, hopefully in short 
order.” 

When asked whether the 
release of the Act and regula- 
tions to the private sector was 
likely to happen within the next 
four months, Mr Deveaux said: 
“Obviously, we expect that to 
happen before the end of the 
year. 

Objective — 
“Our objective was to try and 

have these things go through 
Parliament and go through the 
parliamentary process before 
the end of the year, but that 
appears to be highly unlikely.: 
There are so many other things 
that have to be done before the 
Act is passed.” 

The Securities Commission 
had released the draft Act for 
industry consultation earlier 
this year, but many in the pri- 
vate sector said they were 
uncomfortable in reviewing the 
legislation without the accom- 
panying regulations. 
Many in the Bahamian capi- 

tal markets privately told Tri- 
bune Business that the regula- 
tions were critically important, 
given that provisions omitted 
from the first Securities Indus- 
try Act - such as trading from a 
broker’s own account and the 
short selling prohibition- were 
supposed to have been trans- 

EXPERIENCED TRAVEL 

CONSULTANT NEEDED 

A well established agency has a vacancy for an 

experienced Travel Consultant. 

Following are the requirements requested for this 

great and exciting opportunity. 

Must have 5 or more years experience 

as a Travel Consultant 

Must have experience with the 

Amadeus Reservation System. 

e Extensive clientele is a plus. 

If you are looking for a rewarding 
career 
requirements, 

and — possess 
please 

the 

email 

above 

your 

resumes to the following email address. 

experiencedtravelconsultant@ gmail.com 

ferred to the regulations. 
If anything, this increased the 

void left by the regulations’ 
non-release. The Securities 
Commission had opted to place 
the main requirements and real 
details into the regulations and 
tules it can make, leaving the 
legislation to set out the gen- 
eral obligations. 

This was done to make it eas- 
ier to amend the provisions in 
the Bahamian securities indus- 
try’s regulatory framework, and 
eliminate the need to go to Par- 
liament for each required 
change. 

The regulations can be 
‘changed without the need for 
Parliamentary approval, unlike 
the Act, enabling the Bahamas 
to better keep pace with evolv- 
ing international best practices 
and global standards. 

Mr Deveaux emphasised the 
urgent need for reform, telling 
Tribune Business that the 
Bahamas needed to come into 
compliance with the standards 
set by the International Organ- 
isation of Securities Commis- 

. sions (IOSCO). 
He explained: “It’s impor- 

tant, because the current legis- 
lation is deficient in so many 
areas. There’s a need to go 
through a repeal of the exist- — 
ing legislation, and replace it 
with legislation that meets the 
IOSCO principles and objec- 
tives. And also ensure we are in 
compliance with IOSCO’s Mul- 
tilateral Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on 
information exchange. 

“These two areas are critical 

       

        
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

The Tribune wants to 
hear from people who 

neighbourhoods. 

Perhaps you are raising 

funds for a good cause, 
campaigning for 
improvements in the 

area or have won an 

| award. 

and share your story. 

Share your news 

are making news in their 

If so, call us on 322-1986 

in order to enhance the repu- 
tation of the jurisdiction. It’s 
important that these things are 
done, and that the legislation 
is created and provides for 
these things to be addressed.” 
Among the main reforms 

heralded by the reformed Secu- 
rities Industry Act are the reg- 
istration of industry participants 
by function rather than prac- 
tice; provisions for information 
sharing; enhancement of the 

_ Securities Commission’s regu- 
latory and investigative pow- 
ers; simplification of the disci- 
plinary process; greater minor- 
ity shareholder protection; and 
new disclosure and transparen- 
cy provisions. 

Confirmed 

Meanwhile, Mr Deveaux 
confirmed that the Govern- 
ment was aiming to consolidate 
all financial regulators bar the 
Central Bank under one roof - 
the Securities Commission’s 
current base of Charlotte 
House - before year-end. 
“We are going through a 

consolidation process that, as 
per the Government’s previous 
statement, will see that all the 
regulators barring the Central 
Bank’s Bank Supervision 
Department will be under one 
roof before the end of the year. 

“We’ve already leased addi- 
tional space to accommodate 
that move, and are hoping to 
make that happen. There are 
leasehold improvements that 
have to be made, and we are 
in the process of doing that.” 
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THE PUBLIC HOSPITALS AUTHORITY 

BAHAMAS NATIONAL DRUG AGENCY ,. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
SUPPLEMENTARY TENDER FOR THE Nassau, The Bahamas 

SUPPLY OF DRUGS AND RELATED ITEMS   
Tenders are invited for the Supply of Drugs and 

Related Items for the Public Hospitals Authority 

and the Ministry of Health, The Commonwealth 

of The Bahamas. 

EG CAPITAL MARKETS 
ORY SERVICES 

LL” 

The Supplementary Tender, which includes 

instruction to the Tenderers along with other 

relevant information, can be collected from the 

Bahamas National Drug Agency, Market & 

McPherson Streets, Monday through Friday 9 

am — 5 pm. 

Abaco Markets 
Bahamas Property Fund 

Bank of Bahamas ~ 
Benchmark 
Bahamas Waste 
Fidelity Bank 

Cable Bahamas 
Colina Holdings 

Commonwealth Bank (S1) 
Consolidated Water BDRs 
Doctor's Hospital 

Famguard 

Finco 

2.85 

4.80 

3.20 
2.25 

6.02 
12.00 

11.54 FirstCaribbean Bank 
5.05 Focol (S) 

1.00 Focol Class B Preference 
0.41 Freeport Concrete 

5.50 ICD Utilities 

8.60 J. S. Johnson 
10.00 Premier Real Estate 

A Tender must be submitted in duplicated in a 

sealed envelope or package identified as 

“Supplementary Tender for the Supply of 

Drug and Related Items” and addressed to: 

S2wk-Low 
14.25 

6.00 

0.20 

Managing Director 

Public Hospitals Authority 

Third & West Terrace Centerville 

P.O. Box N-8200 

Nassau, The Bahamas 

Bahamas Supermarkets 

Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 

ee ies 

ABDAB 
Bahamas Supermarkets 

RND Holdings 

41.00 
14.00 

5 Os 

Fund Name 
Colina Bond Fund 
Colina MSI Preferred Fund 

1.3535 Colina Money Market Fund 

3.3971 Fidelity Bahamas G & | Fund 
11.7116 Fidelity Prime Income Fund 
100.0000 CFAL Global Bond Fund 

99.9566 CFAL Global Equity Fund 

1.0000 CFAL High Grade Bond Fund 

9.4733 Fidelity International Investment Fund 

1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 

FG Financial Growth Fund 0.27% 

FG Financial fa ): 9% 

52wk-Low 
1.2652 
2.8869 

5.27% 
4.78% 
4.21% 
6.47% 
5.75% 

All Tenders must be received at the above 

address on or before 5pm Friday, October 3", 
2008. A copy of a valid business license and 
Nationals Insurance Certificate must 

accompany all proposals. 

3.32% 

1.01% 1.01% 

-9.78% 
1.47% 

-9.78% 
1.47% 
0.27% 
1.19% 

1.0000 

1.0000 
ee es LS WAM Key 97 

L SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000. st 12 month dividends divided by closing price * -31 March 2008 

S2wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks 

52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks 

Previous Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume 

++ = 31 December 2007 
*** - 30 June 2008 
+++ 31 April 2008 

29 August 2008 
- 31 July 2008 

- 31 August 2008 

Bid S - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity 

Ask & - Selling price of Colina and fidelity 

Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price 

Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week 

EPS $-A company’s reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths 

NAV - Net Asset Value 

N/M - Not Meaningful 

FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100 

The Public Hospitals Authority reserves the right 
to reject any or all Tender(s). 

  

Today's Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume 
Change - Change in closing price from day to day 
Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today 
DIN § - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months 
P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings 

(SS) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007 
($1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007 

RADE CALL: CEAL 242-602-;   ; thee 50001 GOLONIAL 242-602-7525 
Bk 

ie S- Director
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Bahamas may benefit 
from cruise fuel pinch 
@ By CLARKE CANFIELD 

Associated Press Writer 

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) 
— When the 1,020-foot 
Explorer of the Seas cruises 
through North Atlantic waters 
next year, it’ll spend more 
time off the coast of New Eng- 
land and less time near Cana- 
dian shores, and it’s not 
because of better vistas. 

Royal Caribbean Interna- 
tional and other cruise lines 
have begun charting a new 
course in search of routes that 
eat up less fuel. Already one 
of the industry’s biggest costs, 
record fuel prices have cut 
heavily into the bottom line. 

The impact of shifting itin- 
eraries will certainly have 
implications beyond the bot- 
tom line of cruise operators, 
creating winners and losers in 
port towns all along the way. 
When cruise ships pull into 

Maine’s Bar Harbor, passen- 
gers spend an average of $105 
each while ashore, according 
to a 2002 University of Maine 
study. 

Explorer of the Seas can 
carry more than 3,000 passen- 
gers. 

A ship even half that size 
could mean nearly $160,000 
per visit. That means big mon- 
ey in Portland, which expects 
more than 30 visits next year 
from ships that can carry 
between 1,000 and 3,000 pas- 
sengers. 

While Portland stands to 
reap big rewards from the itin- 
erary changes, port cities 
along Canada’s Atlantic coast 
could be on the losing end. 

Canada’s Atlantic ports saw 
a 33 percent jump in cruise 
ship visits between 2000 and 
2007, according to the Atlantic 
Canada Cruise Association. 

“It’s disappointing to be los- 
ing.a bit of business, but,we.,. 
‘realize that cruise lines have 
-to make decisions based on 
‘best-business practices,” said 
Betty MacMillan, vice chair- 
woman of Atlantic Canada 
Cruise Association and busi- 
ness development manager of 
the port of Saint John, New 
Brunswick. 

Royal Caribbean Interna- 
tional changed the fall itiner- 

ary for the Explorer of the 
Seas along its northern route 
next year, shortening the dis- 
tance between ports. Rather 
than sail from New Jersey to 
Quebec City and back, the 
ship will add stops in New 

ee 

7 CRUISE SHIPS are seen 

in Nassau Harbour. 

England and go no farther 
than Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Fuel consumption was the 
primary reason, said Vice 
President Diana Block. 

“You have to look at where 
the biggest benefit is financial- 
ly with the least impact on the 
guests,” she said. 
Annual fuel bills for cruise 

lines can add up to hundreds 
of millions of dollars and their 
ships can gobble up tens of 
thousands of gallons of fuel on 
any given cruise. The price of 
intermediate fuel oil, which 
most cruise ships use, has risen 
in tandem with crude oil. 
Many cruise lines have 

added fuel surcharges to pas-- 
senger bills, but energy costs 
continue to cut into profits 
and squeeze margins. 

’ Cruise lines have also begun 
using energy-efficient light 
bulbs and new window coat- 
ings that reflect the heat from 
the.sun to keep rooms.cooler. 

..,. They’ve,also been using new ° 
‘hull paint that reduces a ship’s 
drag in the water. ~ 
And increasingly, cruise 

lines are altering itineraries so 
ships can slow down and 
reduce their travel distances, 
said. Lanie Fagan, spokes- 
woman for the Cruise Line’ 
International Association. 
Carnival Corp., Norwegian 
Cruise Line and others have 
said high fuel costs are a factor 
in new routes. 

“While it is paramount to 
offer a cruise itinerary that a 
guest wants to sail, the design 
and sequence of that itinerary 

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE | 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANIES ACT 

(No.45 of 2000) 
INTERNATIONAL AVIATION 

SERVICES LIMITED 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 137 (8) of 
the International Business Companies Act, No. 45 of 2000, the Dis- 
solution of INTERNATIONAL AVIATION SERVICES LIMITED 
has been completed, a Certificate of Dissolution has been issued and 
the Company has therefore been struck off the Register. The date of 
completion of the dissolution was the 22nd of August, 2008. 

Notice 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 137 (4) of the 
International Business Companies Act, 2002, Notice is 
hereby given that:- 

1. TOWNSEND ESTATES LIMITED (In Voluntary 
Liquidation) is in dissolution. 

Proceedings to wind-up and dissolve the Company were 
commenced on the 26th day of August A.D, 2008. 

Debi Williams Hancock whose address is Lyford Cay, 
New Providence, The Bahamas is the Liquidator of the 

Company for the purpose of such dissolution. 

Chantlera 
WILLIAMS LAW CHAMBERS 

Registered Agent 

can be evaluated to minimize 
the distance between ports of 
call and the speed necessary to 
accomplish that itinerary,” 
Fagan said. 

In many cases, passengers 
will barely notice the differ- 
ence. 

Besides changing port calls 
on some routes, Royal 
Caribbean is reviewing its 
departure and arrival. In some 
cases, ships are leaving port 
half an hour earlier at night or 
arriving half an hour later in 
the morning — allowing ships 
to travel at slower speeds 
between ports. 

Cutting speed cuts costs. 
For example, going 23 knots 
will consume twice as much 
fuel as going 15 knots for the 
new Solstice class of ship 

\ 

  
being launched this year by 
Celebrity Cruises, said John 
Krousouloudis, senior vice 
president for marine opera- 
tions. 

Even as cruise lines watched 
fuel prices ratchet up costs, 
some port cities had already 
seen an opportunity. 

~ In Maine, a consortium that 
promotes Portland as a cruise 

' ship destination is using high 
fuel costs as part of its market- 
ing strategy. 

Last fall, Discover Portland 
& Beyond Executive Director 
Sandra Needham met with 
half a dozen cruise ship com- 
panies in south Florida. She 
presented them with some 
mock itineraries for their ships 
detailing how much money 
they could save in fuel costs if, - 

sis NO) A tetas toa 
RON CTO PSOE 

OF 

TALISMAN HOLDINGS LIMITED 

Notice is hereby given that liquidation of the above 

| company commenced on the 04th day of August, 

2008, Credit Suisse Trust Limited of Bahamas 

Financial Centre, Shirley & Charlotte Streets, P.O.Box | 

N-3023,:Nassau, The Bahamas has been’ appointed 
Liquidator of the Company. 

Credit Suisse Trust Limited 

Liquidator 

se ees 
  

  

  

ee) hs 
Prime development site located in the heart of Downtown 
Nassau provides an excellent opportunity for a commercial, 
residential or mixed use development within the proposed re- 
urbanization master plan for Downtown Nassau and the 
Harbourfront. This parcel is located in the Living Waterfront 
District which will consist mainly of residential developments 
with supporting retail, commercial and marina facilities. 

PROPERTY FEATURES 

3.94 acre site e 826 ft. of water frontage on Nassau Harbour 
394 ft. of frontage on Bay Street # 5 min. walk to the city center 

Magnificent views of Paradise Island & The Atlantis Resort 

Three buildings on the property: 

Main warehouse - 21,250 SF # Small storage area - 1,569 SF 
2-storey retail building - 10,384 SF 

www.bahamasrealty.bs/563582 

Larry Roberts, Broker 
Tel: 242.396.0026 | Cel: 242.424.7933 
Emi: lroberts@bahamasrealty.bs 

PM (anism ele 

BAHAMAS 
M AS   

showed that a few tweaks here 
and there could save cruise 
lines between $40,000 and « 
$100,000 a week in fuel alone 
— and that was ten months 
ago, when fuel prices were 
lower. 

She thinks the high price of 
fuel is one reason cruise lines 
have committed to bringing 
large ships, those with over 
1,000 passengers, to Portland 
34 times next year, up from 24 
stops this year. 

they included Portland on cer- 
tain routes. 

Besides touting southern 
Maine’s attractions, Needham 
wanted to show cruise line 
executives how having port 
calls relatively close together 
could save them money. 

By stopping at ports that are 
relatively close together, the 
ships could cruise at speeds of 
12 knots or so rather than 
higher fuel-guzzling speeds, 
she said. Her itineraries 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

ELENDIL LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN as follows: 

(a) ELENDIL LIMITED is in voluntary dissolution 
under the provisions of Section 137(4) of 
the International Business Companies Act 2000. 

(b) The dissolution of the said company commenced on 
the September 3, 2008 when the Articles of Dissolution 
were submitted to and registered by the Registrar 
General. 

(c) The Liquidator of the said company is Verduro 
Associated Ltd., Pasea Estate, Road Town, Tortola, BVI 

Dated this 4th day of September, A.D. 2008 

Verduro Associated Ltd. 
’ Liquidator   
Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

KELLY INVESTMENTS 

HOLDINGS LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY, GIVEN as follows: 

- (a) KELLY INVESTMENTS HOLDINGS LIMITED 
is in voluntary dissolution under the provisions of 
Section 137(A4) of the International Business 
Companies Act 2000. 

i: (b) The dissolution of the said company commenced on 
the September 1, 2008 when the Articles of Dissolution 
were submitted to and registered by the Registrar 
General. 

(c) The Liquidator of the said company is Manex 
Limited, The Bahamas Financial Centre, Shirley 
& Charlotte Streets, Nassau, Bahamas 

Dated this 2nd day of September, A.D. 2008 

Manex Limited 

Liquidator 

TEACHING VACANCY 
Temple Christian High School 

Shirley Street ; 

  
      

             
   Invites applications from qualified Christian 

teachers for the following positions for the 

2008 - 2009 School Year.              

  

-Math - (Gr. 7-9) FULL TIME 

-Math - (Gr. 10-12) PART TIME 

-Social Studies (Gr. 7-9) FULL TIME 

  

      

     Applicants must: 

      A. Bea practicing born-again Christian who is 
willing to subscribe to the Statement of Faith 
of Temple Christian School 

B. Have a Bachelor ‘s Degree in Education or higher 
from a recognized College or 
University in the area of specialization. 

C. Have a valid Teacher’s Certificate or Diploma. 

D. Have at least two years teaching experience in 

the relevant subject area with excellent 

communication skills. 

EE. Applicants must have the ability to prepare 

students for all examinations to the BJC/ 

BGCSE levels 

F. Be willing to participate in the high school’s 

extra curricular programmes. 

     

      
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    

      
    
      

  

Application must be picked up at the High School 
Office on Shirley Street and be returned with a full 
curriculum vitae, recent colored photographed and 
three references to: 

  

      
  

     Mr.Neil Hamilton 

The Principal 

Temple Christian High School 
P.O. Box N-1566 

Nassau, Bahamas 

Deadline for application is September 12th, 2008 
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Business ‘unsustainable’ 
in current environment 
FROM page 1B 

to be taking a nosedive. 
This is seen as medicine that, 

while not necessarily producing 
a complete cure or reversing 
this process, at least might mit- 
igate the worst effects of an eco- 
nomic downturn. The Govern- 
ment, though, appears to have 
done the opposite by raising 
revenues on hundreds of 
imports to balance the fiscal 
books. 
Tribune Business under- 

stands that in some cases, busi- 
nesses have already calculated 
that the Budget tax increases 
have yielded the Government 
a 4 per cent rise in revenues that 
they will have to pay. 

And companies in both New 
Providence and Grand Bahama 
are feeling the pinch from high- 
er fuel prices. Steven Hoffer, of 
Hoffer & Sons, which owns the 

Hoffer Sport store, previously 
told Tribune Business that 
between May-July 2008, his 
main store’s monthly electricity 

NOTICE sf 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANIES ACT, 2000 

(No. 45 of 2000) 

GLASTER 

bill had increased from $6,000 
to $10,000, ‘before hitting . 
$15,000.. That represents a 150 
per cent increase in two months. 

A specialist Nassau food 
retailer and distributor, who 
requested anonymity, said yes- 
terday that over the same peri- 
od, their electricity bill had 
increased by 240 per cent. It had 
gone from $5,000 in June to 
$11,000 in July. 

“There’s only so much people 
can pay for their products. How 
do you recoup that [BEC] mon- 
ey? You don’t,” a senior man- 
ager told Tribune Business. 

“The trend for most busi- 
nesses is the same way. Despite 
the announcement of a reduc- 
tion in BEC’s fuel taxes, when is 
this supposed to kick-in for the 
benefit of the consumer? 
“Everybody’s in the same 

boat, and it’s going to get worse 
before its gets better. It’s ridicu- 

lous.” 
Tribune Business has also 

been told by sources that one 
major Nassau-based food store 
incurred a monthly BEC bill 
worth $120,000, while another 
business saw its energy costs 
sore to $60,000. 

Retailer 

In Freeport, one retailer, who 

requested anonymity, said his 
bill had increased from the flat 
$13,000 in 2005 and 2006 to 
$22,000 for July 2008, an 
increase of 69 per cent. 
Meanwhile, ‘Dionisio 

D’ Aguilar, the Bahamas Cham- 
ber of Commerce’s president, 

_ told Tribune Business that while 
the Back-to-School season went 
well for a number of firms, 
including his own, the real chal- 
lenge was turning greater sales 
into profitability, given the 

heightened operating costs. 
He added that while many 

Bahamian businesses may have 
seen an increase in sales rev- 
enues, this did not necessarily 
mean they saw increased cus- 
tomer numbers or volumes, as 
growth may have been fuelled 
by higher prices. 

Mr D’ Aguilar said that at his 
Superwash laundromat chain, 
sales revenues for August were 
up 4-5 per cent, but token sales 
off by 6-7 per cent. The revenue 
increase. was driven, -he 
explained, largely by the price ~ 
increase implemented earlier 
this year. 

“I’m getting less business, but 
getting more for the business 
coming in,” Mr D’ Aguilar said. 
“We were down for the first 15 
days in August, but climbed 
back during the last 15 days of 
the month.” 

The Chamber president said 

Bahamian retailers may also 
have been helped by more fam- 
ilies deciding to stay at home 
and shop rather than go to 
Florida, behaviour induced by 
the increased air fare, hotel and 
car rental costs. 

While the Government could 
prime the public spending pump 
via ‘the New Providence roads 
and Lynden Pindling Interna- 
tional Airport projects, with the 
US in a likely recession, Mr 
D’Aguilar said there was little 
the Government could do to 
ease the current economic 
plight. 

“T don’t think there’s much 
the Government can do about 
it,” he said. “They’ve got to ride 
the storm out, and I don’t see it 
getting any better, at least until 
after the US presidential elec- 
tion. I don’t know when the US 
“economy is going to turn 
around.” 

  

ENTERPRISES LIMITED 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 138 (8) 

of the International Business Companies Act, No. 45 of 2000, 

‘the Dissolution of GLASTER ENTERPRISES LIMITED 

has been completed, a Certificate of Dissolution has been is- 

sued and the Company has therefore been struck off the Regis- . 

ter. The date of completion of the dissolution was the 22nd day 

of August, 2008. 
™ 

For: Continental Liquidators, Yoo. 
Liquidator   

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

DESERT FLOWERS INC. ages 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 

138(8) of the International Business Companies Act 

2000, the dissolution of DESERT FLOWERS INC. 

has been completed; a Certificate of Dissolution has 

been issued and the Company has therefore been 

struck off the Register. 

*ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator)   
Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

FOUR-POINT VILLAS INC. 
date Oy 

i ge 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 
138(8) of the International Business Companies Act | ° 

2000, the dissolution of FOUR-POINT VILLAS INC. 
has been completed; a Certificate of Dissolution has 

been issued and the Company has therefore been 

struck off the Register. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

-FENESTE HOLDINGS LTD. 

—4— 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section | 

138(8) of the International Business Companies Act 

2000, the dissolution of FENESTE HOLDINGS LTD. 

has been completed; a Certificate of Dissolution has 

been issued and the Company has therefore been 

struck off the Register. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 

(Liquidator) 

‘Every reason’ for government debt listing on BISX 
FROM page 1B 

looking at that and dealing with things the 
report pointed out. 

“But there’s been no further discussion . 
on that with them.” 

Mr Davies, too, agreed that currently no 
progress had been made beyond that posi- 
tion. 
_. The Government’s main concerns are 
likely to be that an orderly market in its 
debt securities - government-registered 

stock and Treasury Bills -is maintained dur- 
ing, and after, the transition to listing and 
trading on BISX. : 

It may also fear losing control over the 
market for its debt securities, which are 
currently issued via the Central Bank 
through a ‘first come, first served’ auction 
process. It may also feel that the drive to 
attract the public debt market on to'the 
exchange is, to some extent, self-serving, 
as fees from issuance and trading will large- 
ly accrue to BISX and its broker/dealer 
members. 

However, outstanding government debt 
securities issues are estimated to be worth 
more than $2 billion, and their listing will 
further enhance BISX’s viability and prof- 
itability, boosting market liquidity by giving ~ 
investors greater choice. 
BISX has sought the listing of govern- 

ment debt securities since it first began live 
trading in 2000, viewing them as a “key pil- 
lar” of its business. 

They are seen as giving the exchange crit- 
ical mass and further boosting its market 
capitalisation. 

  

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 
DRISBAH INC. 

(In Voluntary Liquidation) 

Notice is hereby given’ that the above named | - 
Company is in dissolution, which commenced 

on the 23rd day of April 2008. The Liquidator is 

Argosa Corp. Inc., P. O. Box N-7757 Nassau, 

Bahamas. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator)   

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

OREM VALLEY INC. 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 

138(8) of the International Business Companies Act 

2000, the dissolution of OREM VALLEY INC. has 

been completed: a Certificate of Dissolution has been 

issued and the Company has therefore been struck 

off the Register. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

WESTSIDE HILLS INC. 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 
138(8) of the International Business Companies Act 

2000, the dissolution of WESTSIDE HILLS INC. has 

been completed; a Certificate of Dissolution has been 

issued and the Company has therefore been struck 

off the Register. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) 

    

NOTICE 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANIES ACT, 2000 

- (No. 45 of 2000) 

  

Vet AS eee i 

_ JUNEL HOLDINGS LTD. 
SNe ad pion ~ wi 

LN HAL Sos } 5 
ELE Ee 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 138 

  

(8) of the International Business Companies Act, No. 45 of 

2000, the Dissolution ‘of JUNEL HOLDINGS LTD. has been 

completed, a Certificate of Dissolution has been issued and the - 

Company has therefore been struck off the Register. The date 

of completion of the dissolution was the 28th day of August,      

¢ ae 
Liquidator 

    

Legal Notice 

| NOTICE 
SOLITAIRE CRYSTALS INC. 

(In Voluntary Liquidation) 

Notice is hereby given that the above named 

Company .is in dissolution, which commenced 

on the 6th day of May 2008. The Liquidator is 
Argosa Corp. Inc., P.O. Box N-7757 Nassau, | 

Bahamas. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator)   

Legal Notice 

. NOTICE 
ANDERIAN VENTURES LTD. 

(In Voluntary Liquidation) 

Notice is hereby given that the. above named 

Company is in dissolution, which commenced 

on the 12th day of August 2008. The Liquidator 

is Argosa Corp. Inc., P. O. Box N-7757 Nassau, 

Bahamas. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator)  
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r WHAT ARE 
“"“T My CHOICES 

| FoR DINNER 

~ MARVIN 

  

LONGER THAN I 
EXPECTED, BUT 

    THIS FANCY 
JOINT \S WAAAAY 

uP. 
TOWN JUST 

    

YAM CHECKS HER WATCH ANDur-) NOW, BEFORE HE LEAVES | 

YOU CAN TAKE 
ME OUT TO.     

TOO STUFFY! 

  

-HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 

- BoMEONE Sain, "EARLY To BED 

   AMA 

      

   
    
   

  

  

AND EARLY To KIGEMAKES A 
N HEALTHY? 

» WEALTHY ANP 
| WISE” 
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HUGO, TVE ALWANS 
HEART You. INERE 

7 A GENEROUS, HELPFUL 
2 KIND OF PERSON 

eee 

CRYPTIC PUZZLE “| 
Across 

1 Distress and gravity 

remarkably rife (5) 

Pirate ship begins and 

ends (7) 

Set fire toa 

Frenchman's - 

bed (3) 

Went to pieces, 

although a lot expected of 
one (7,2) 

Broken treadle had a 

warning notice (7) 

A little hooter (5) 

Hammer-thrower has a 

number on his chest (6) 

4 

10 

11 

13 

OF SCOTTSDALE! 

MONEE ACKO88 TOWN, 

Y » 

  

   

  

    

   
6G.--I'LL 

TAKE A DRIVE 
UP THERE! 

NORTH } 

OR I CAN 
TAKE YOU OUT 

TO DINNER 

  

NOTHING LIVENS UPA PLACE 
FASTER THAN A WELL-. 
EXECUTED BODY NOISE 

   

   

       

  

Down 

1 Flirt and annoy worker (7) 

2 Attuned to the situation, | 

agree to have the doctor in 

(2,3,4) 

A surface of about one foot 

(6) | 
* South African currency 

brought in by an ardent 

spirit (6) 

Bad risk, nothing to me, 

just tedious (7) 

As well as Dan could be 

(3) 
A store of French cannabis 

(5) 
15 Time to make things palat- 12 When the play was taken 

able (6) off recently? (4,5) 

18 They spread out in all 14 Gets off with a slight dislo- 

directions (5) cation (7) Across Down 
19 Not many can provide a 16 One who overtakes — with uw 1 Pounce 1 City outskirts (7) 

word of opposite meaning a vengeance (7) N- suddenly (5) 2 Beyond control 
(7) ; 17 Complaint of youth in May N 4 Open to the elements (3,2,4) 

21 Acrazy bounder (5,4) (6) ~ (7) 3 Inclined (5) 
‘23° Sink back and talk (3) 18 Uncle who helped found a oO 8 On the 4 Extensive landed 
24 Stays if made city (5) > other hand (3) property (6) 

content (7). - 20 Step — or part of one (5) ~ . 4 i 
25 Fruit goes out of fashion 22 Dreary routine produces < ne ut delay (23.4) : stolid (7) 

(5) depression (3) lu 10 Meditate (7) .6 Watering 

11 Senseless (5) place (3) 

3 * . ’ A 13 Sailor (6) 7 Research deeply (5) Yesterday’s Cryptic Solution Yesterday’s Easy Solution 15 Well matured (6) 4/3-Manually- clumay 

Across: 1 Astonished, 8 Plain, 9 Across: 1 Nail-biting, 8 Might, 9 18 Traitor (5) (3,6) 
Concord, 10 Student, 11 Easel, 12 Puckish, 10 Iciness, 11 Islam, 12 19 Help forward (7) 14 Severely self-disci- 
Thelma, 14 Assets, 17 Views, 19 Exhort, 14 Hermes, 17 Felon, 19 21 Disposed plined (7) 
Umbrage, 21 Lariats, 22 Wrist, 23 Picasso, 21 Scrooge, 22 Mourn, 23 ‘ aes Headstrong. Hand-picked. of by trickery (6,3) 16 Sophisticated (7) 

Down: 2 Stature, 3 Ounce, 4 Incite, 5 © Down: 2 Anguish, 3 Lithe, 4Impost, 23 Soft wet 17 Determined attempt 
Hunters, 6 Drops, 7 Adolescent, 8 5 Incline, 6 Grill, 7 Thumbs down, 8 earth (3) (6) 
Positively, 13 Mascara, 15-Evasion, 16 Mailed fist, 13 Run down, 15 24 Lack of 18 Nippon (5) 

~ Nurses, 18 Earth, 20 Bower. 2 Misrule, 16 Upkeep, 18 Lurch, 20 due care (7) 20 Allude (5) 
: fe ata : Comic. 25 Hazardous (5) 22 Fall behind (3) 

OK, GIVE ME THE 

ADORE: 

EED TO TELL HIM MY PLANS. Jf 
OPE HE'LL BE AS HAPPY AS 

CALVIN & HOBBES 

   

  

      

NICE TO HAVE 
ZA CHOICE 

  

    
MUST BE CONTAGIOUS.” 

  

    
“MoM AN DAP BOTH HAVE A HEADACHE, 

CAN'T BE 
ELECTED DAD 
WITHOUT A 
MOM, RIGHT? 
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Best described as a number crossword, the task in Kakuro is to 
fill all of the empty squares, using numbers 1 to 9, so the surn of 
each horizontal block equals the number to its left, and the sum 
of each vertical block equals the number on its top. No number 
may be used in the same block more than once. The difficulty 
level of the Conceptis Kakuro increases from Monday to Sunday. 

  

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with 
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 
9 in the empty squares so the each row, each column and each 
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty 
level of the Conceptis Sudoku increases from Monday to 
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# 

= |[5)2[3]9|7/8[6[4|1 
8 {8/1/6/2/5/4/9/7/3 
= {9[7/4[6/1/3[5/8/2 
= {2/3/8|5/9/6/7|1|4 
a {7/5/9[8/4/1[3/2/6 
5 [6/4|1/3/2\7/8/9/5 
g [3/9/2[1/8/5/4/6|7 

| tk 1/6|7/4/3/9]2[5/8 
m5 = 418/5]7/6) 2/1] 3/9 

      

    
    

    

    

  

        

     

  

    

    

     

  

        
  

: HOW many words of feur letters 
* or more can you make from the 

| Jetters shown here? In making a 
| word, each letter may be used 
once only. Rach must contain 

: the centre letter and there must 
The ' be at least one nine-letter word. 
Target | No plurals. 
uses | TODAY'S TARGET . 

: : Good 15; very good 23; excellent 
aa at : 29 for more}. Sohution tomorrow. 

OF COURSE, THAT 
GUY NEVER be body of | | YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION - 

» UP ALL NIGHT c ' adieu apue argue argued audit 
PLAYING POKER hambers ' auger drug duet gaud gaudier 

> 21st | GRATITUDE guard guide 
Century : giitar gutted gutier rude rued 

: rutted taut tauter trudge true 
Dictionary : trned trug turgid urea urge 
(1999 | urged utter 
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Bidding Quiz 

You are South, and the bidding 
has gone: 
West North East South 
1yv Dble _ Pass 14@ 
Pass 24 Pass 2 
What would you bid now with 

each of these four hands? 
1. @ 107642 ¥ 843 @K5 & K62 
2. #9863 ¥AQ6 594 & J73 
3. ®A8543 ¥ J62 @ 10 & Q754 
4. @ J9632 ¥Y Q874 852 & 10 

kaR* 

1. Three clubs. It is clear that your 
partner has a very good hand. Appar- 
ently his values were too promising 
for a-direct two-club overcall, so he 
doubled first to identify his extra 
strength. This sequence typically 
identifies a 17-point or better hand 
that cannot be shown in any other 
way. You have two kings and support 
for his suit that he is totally unaware 
of —- and the best way of letting him 
know this is by raising to three clubs. 

Standing alone, your hand is not 
very impressive, but in conjunction 
with what partner has indicated he 
holds, there is surely a chance for 
game. For example, partner may 
hold # K5 ¥ A7 @ AJ3 & AQI0953, 
in which case three notrump is a vir- 
tual laydown. 

2. Two notrump. You hold much 
more strength than your previous bid 
implied, so you owe it to partner to 
now inform him of your high-card 
values and double-heart stopper. Two 

notrump does not announce a power- 
ful hand; if you had a better hand, 
you would have responded initially 
with a jump-bid. Two notrump is 
also a far more encouraging try for 
game than a raise to three clubs 
would be. 

3. Four clubs. Game appears to be 
just around the comer, and you can 
best let partner know that by jump- 
raising in clubs. One advantage of 
raising him to four rather than five is 
that it allows for the possibility that 
partner might next bid four spades 
(showing three-card support), which 
you'd pass. Ten tricks in spades 
could prove easier to make than 11 
tricks in clubs. 

fo raise to only three clubs would 
show a lack of understanding of the 
power suggested by partner’s first 
two bids. All too often, he would 
pass three clubs, and you’d wind up 
missing an excellent game contract. 
There is no good reason to pussyfoot 
in such a promising situation. 

4. Pass. This setup is a hot potato, 
and the sooner you let go, the better 
off you’ll be. Dangerous as your sit- 
uation was at the start, partner’s two- 
club bid has made it more so. 

It is true that a spade contract 
might work out better, but as a prac- 
tical matter it’s not wise to test this 
possibility, lest the roof suddenly 
cave in. You’re in a choice-of-evils 
position where a further bid would 
invite disaster. 

Tomorrow: A shadow on the horizon. 

ys
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INSIGHT 
The stories behind the news 

Response to Jast week's hard-hitting article about the disgraced 

Nassau lawyer Andrew Thompson has been overwhelming, 

: with victims of ‘legal’ dishonesty clamouring to state their case. 

What is clear is that Thompson was far from being alone in 

his exploitation of ordinary. Bahamians. INSIGHT reports... 
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INSIGHT 
Th stories beblid the news 

Decline and fall of 
Andrew Thompson |; 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICE 
MINISTRY OF FINANGE 

INVITATION FOR TENDERS 
The Ministry.of Finance invites Tenders from interested 
Companies to provide 24-hour security service for the 
partially completed building on John F. Kennedy Drive. 

Interested parties may arrange to view the partially 
completed building by contacting Mr. Gordon Major, 
Director of Public Works at the address below Monday 
through Friday 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.: 

Ministry of Public Works and Transport 
John F, Kennedy Drive 
Telephone No. 322-4830 

All Tenders are to be submitted in triplicate (3) in sealed 
envelope(s) marked “TENDER FOR SECURITY 

SERVICE” and addressed to: 

Chairman 
The Tenders Board 
c/o Financial Secretary 
Ministry of Finance 
Cecil Wallace Whitfield Centre ore Floor) 
P.O. Box N-3017 
Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas 
Telephone No. 327-1530 

The deadline for submission of Tenders is Friday, 19th 
September, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. 

Tenders will be opened at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 23rd 
September, 2008 at the meeting of the Tenders Board at 
the Ministry of Finance. 

The Ministry of Finance reserves the right to reject 
any or all Tenders. ; 

Insight 
FEEDBACK 

about the incidents relat- 
ing to Mr Andrew 

Thompson. I also observed that 
your first article prompted sev- 
‘eral readers to comment that 
Mr Thompson is not alone in 
the arena of unethical practices 
and that the number could be as 
high as 60 per cent. Having 
been a resident in the Bahamas 
for 45 years, I have noted many 
changes during this period and I 
am of the opinion that because 
of there being so many 
unscrupulous lawyers, that this 
issue has far greater implica- 
tions than just the matter of 
dealing with one or two really 
“bad” guys. 

[= your recent articles 

Unfortunately, one of the. 
most significant weaknesses that 
handicaps The Bahamas from 
becoming a major offshore 
financial centre is the general : 
standard and recognition of its 
judicial system. 

The basic foundation of any 
judicial system evolves around 
its,players of which the lawyers 
form one of the key elements. 
Accordingly one has to wonder 
if (a) the fact that frequent 
appointments are made of prac- 
tising lawyers to sit on the 
bench either as magistrates, 
judges, etc. and (b) the fact that 
the legal profession in the 
Bahamas is for Bahamians only, 

are contributing factors? It is 
well-known that the current 
judicial process is blighted with 
frequent delays and/or post- 
ponements invariably in the 
favour of the defendant? 

In these given circumstances, 
one cannot help but be sceptical 
about the overall standard of 

ethical and moral values within 
the legal profession. To be fair, 
I acknowledge-that there are 
some very good and very com- 
petent Bahamian lawyers but 
unfortunately they are the 
minority and they do not appear 
to be influential in holding and 
maintaining high standards 
throughout the profession. 

Having focused considerable 
attention on the legal profes- 
sion, I subscribe to the fact that 
other professions should also 
be held to similar high ethical 
and moral standards - eg 
accountants and bankers. 

It has been known that, over 
* the years, both professions have 

been subjected to “rogues” 
whose actions have been on a 

_ similar scale to those of the 
lawyers. The situation with the 

‘professional ¢ oO 

  

accountants is somewhat similar 
to the lawyers by the fact that 
partnerships within the profes- 
sion are for Bahamians only. I 
hasten to add that like the legal 
profession there are some very 
good and very competent 
Bahamian accountants. 
However, the real issue of 

these subject+ professions 
evolves around the meaningful 
oversight and exercise of high 
ethical and moral standards. 
Historically there are prece- 
-dents whereby several of these 
disgraced professionals have 
never been brought to court. 
The reasons being the potential 
embarrassment and adverse 
‘publicity attributable to the 
plaintiffs, together with the time 
and cost in pursuing such 
actions, are considered greater 
than any advantage that might 
be obtained via the due process. 
of legal action. Unfortunately 
such decisions leave these 
“rogues” unscathed and unpun- 
ished for their actions and quite 
‘often they are allowed to con- 
tinue to operate (in some cases 
quite publicly?) as though noth- 
ing had happened - ie, they take 
the position that by not being 
brought to court clearly means 
that they are not guilty of 
unlawful practice — ie, they are 
do not consider themselves 
criminals. 
New Providence, the capital 

and business focal point of The 
Bahamas, is a small island with 
a relatively small population. 
Accordingly the public-at-large 
invariably know who these 
“rogues” are, yet they are 
allowed to continue their busi- 
ness ventures as though noth- 

ing had happened. In my opin- 
ion, and in line with many other 
countries, the findings of these 

t ‘bodie 

            

should be made public: ~ 
findings should also be. sent. tox 
the various regulatory oversight © 
bodies within The Bahamas to 
ensure that such persons can 
never again be permitted to 
operate in any future position 

whereby they can commit fur- 
ther unethical and immoral acts 
against the public. 

Yours sincerely, 
— Another law-abiding 
resident 

MY family was involved with 
a lawyer for many years who 
was “attending” to various land 
issues. Every time he acted for 
us he wanted an acre of land. 
This kind of practice is com- 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

INVITATION FOR TENDERS 
The Ministry of Finance invites Tenders from. interested 
Companies/Brokers/A gents to provide general insurance coverage 
for a partially completed building on John F. Kennedy Drive. 

Interested parties may arrange to view the partially completed 
_ building by contacting Mr. Gordon Major, Director of Works 

at the address below Monday through Friday 9: 00 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m.: 

Ministry of Public Works and Transport 
John F. Kennedy Drive 
Telephone No. 322-4830 

Tender Specifications for the general insurance required may 
be collected from the Economic Unit at the Ministry of Finance 
Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Tenders are to be submitted in triplicate (3) in sealed envelope(s) 

marked “TENDER FOR GENERAL INSURANCE” and 
addressed to: 

Chairman 
The Tenders Board 
c/o Financial Secretary 
Ministry of Finance 
Cecil Wallace Whitfield Centre (3rd Floor) 

P.O. Box N-3017 
Nassau, N.P., The Bahamas 

The deadline for submission of Tenders is Friday, 19th 

September, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. 

Tenders will be opened at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 23rd September, 

2008 at the meeting of the Tenders Board at the Ministry of 

Finance. 

The Ministry of Finance reserves the right to reject any or 
all Tenders.   
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The stories behind the news 

PLP needs its own Ohama’ 
A YEAR-OLD report 
commissioned by the PLP 
to find out why they lost 
the 2007 general election 
told Bahamians nothing 
they didn’t know. But it did 
remind the party that now 
is the time to work on its 
future, or face another 

defeat in 2012. 
INSIGHT reports... 
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monplace. It is a way of snatch- 
ing valuable property away 
from poor families who don’t 
have money to meet lawyers’ 
bills. 
— Dispossessed 

Re: PLP Needs Its 

Own Obama 

n a recent ‘Insight’ col- 
umn in The Tribune, Mr 
John Marquis, one of the 

best writers hitherto in this 
opined that the 

ty.(PLP) may well need a'local 
‘Obama’ to resuscitate its polit- 
ical viability. I agree with his 
contention 100 per cent but go 

‘ even further to state, boldly, 
that such a person is also badly 
needed within the smug Free 
National Movement (FNM). 

This time around has got to 
be the last parliamentary term 
for the dinosaurs from what is 
now a relatively old and vision- 
less generation. The Bahamas 
deserves a better calibre of lead- 
ership than it has experienced 
over the last 20-odd years. Since 
the most untimely and much 
lamented demise of the late 
great Sir Lynden Oscar Pin- 

- dling, The Bahamas has lurched 
from pillar to post, just like a 
drunken man. 

Yes, both Mr Christie and Mr 

Ingraham mean well, I am sure, 

but they have played their roles 
‘on the stage called The 
Bahamas, in my humble view 
and the current cast of boorish . 
actors, uncouth prima donnas, 

minics, clowns and stage-hands 
must be changed. They must be 
told, forcibly, that the curtain 
must come down on their seg- 
ment of the soap opera. 

    The Tribune 

  
There is an ‘Obama’ avail: 

able for both the FNM and the 
PLP. 

More importantly, whoneve 
emerges as the ‘Obama’ for 
either of those parties, he or she 
will have to contend with ‘the 
third force’ in the form of The 
National Republican Alliance 
(ARENA) which will usher in, 
finally, the real changes and 
deliver the real hope that 
Bahamians have been long hol- 
lering for. 

Both of the established par: 
ties have played out whatever 
roles they were originally 
assigned by Yahweh (that great 
playwright) and they must now 
bow out gracefully,’ or, if nec: 
essary, be dragged from the 
national stage. The so-called 
Bahamian version of ‘Obama’ 
lies within the collective psyche 
of our people and he/she only 
awaits the clarion call to: ‘Come 

over to Macedonia’ To God 
then, in all things, be the glory. 
— Ortland H. Bodie Jr 

IT occurred to me, also, that 

Obama’s convention speech 
had the kind of content one 
never hears from politicians 

- here in the Bahamas. There was 

talk of honesty, integrity and 
family values, all subjects rarely 
touched upon by Bahamian 
politicians, for all the reasons 

we might well suspect. Unfor- 
tunately, I see no person any- 
thing like Obama here, so we 
are a country without hope. 
Tommy Turnquest sure ain’t — 
and nor is Obie Wilchcombe. 
— Mackey Streeter 

WHAT about Fred Mitchell? 

Ain’t he another Barack Oba- 

ma? Hey, man, only jokin’! 

— Caller 

Tel: 502 2356) 
for ad rates  
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Store Hours: Mon. to Sat.: 7 am - 9 pm, except Lyford Cay 7 am -8 pm. Sun: 7 am - Noon all stores, 
; except Lucaya open until 2 pm and Harbour Bay & Cable Beach open until 5 pm.. 

Advertised products may differ from the photos shown. Some product availability may differ for Grand Bahama 
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McCain’s folly - or 
4 

a touch of genius? 
By JOHN MARQUIS 
Managing Editor 

illary Clinton, a-hard-headed | 
campaigner who knew the best 
and worst of politics, was not 
everyone’s favourite person. But 
even those who detested her had 

to acknowledge her work ethic and pay due obei- 
sance to’her phenomenal ambition. 

Hillary missed making history as the first 
woman presidential nominee after one of the. 
hardest-fought campaigns in American history. 
She missed The White House by a whisker after 
a career dedicated to public service. 
Now, almost unbelievably, she could be 

upstaged i in the presidential annals by a woman 
who until a few days ago was virtually unknown 
outside of Alaska, a storm-lashed frontier terri- 

‘tory situated just a few miles across the ice from 
the most unforgiving extremes of the Russian 
empire. 

Palin, 44, governor of the state for a year anda 
half, hunter of wildlife and self-confessed lover of 
moose stew, jokingly brushed off her lack of inter- 
national experience by saying she could see Rus- 
sia from her office desk. — 

That’s probably literally true, but the bit of 
Russia she can see is one of the most isolated 
and desolate places on earth and a very long sled- 
ride from Vladivostok, the eastern seaport where 

+= one begins an arduous eight-day train-ride to © 

  

Moscow. 
Literally and metaphorically, Palin’s political 

career has occurred a very long way from the 
seats of power. Until last More she didn’t. even 
have a passport. 

Now, in an extraordinary series of events which 
poses many questions about the way the US runs 
its presidency, Mrs Palin has been hauled out of 
the Alaskan wilderness to find herself half-way up 
Pennsylvania Avenue within sniffing distance of 
the Oval Office. 

Since John McCain picked her as his poten- 
_ tial vice-president, she has morphed from parish- 
pump busybody to convention superstar literally 
within days, with her picture splashed all over” 
the celebrity tabloids. 

Celebrity status being what it is, many pointed 
and quite alarming questions are now being asked 
about her credentials and antecedents, none of 
which were answered by her sq-called “barn- - 
storming” speech to the National Republican 
Convention. 

Most serious among fea revolves around a 
story in the National Enquirer claiming that Mrs 
Palin had an affair with her husband’s business 
partner, a charge which — if true — would have 

. very serious implications for a right-winger high 
on family values and moral rectitude. 

Mrs Palin and John McCain ‘have dismissed 
this tale as tabloid rubbish, but the accusation 
will not be easily resisted, especially as the Enquir- 
er has a remarkably good record when it comes to 
political exposes. 
Many excellent stories about high-ranking polit- 

ical figures have been broken by the supermarket 
tabloid, the latest being John Edwards’ affair 

-with a woman photographer he hired as part of 
his campaign team. 

It’s happened so often, in fact; that the rather 
sanctimonious mainstream press of America has 
been forced to acknowledge, very grudgingly, 
the paper’s undoubted prowess in its field. 
When it comes to digging dirt, the Enquirer is 

a formidable force, throwing cartloads of money 
at stories to ensure every fact is flushed out to its 
satisfaction. 

Having done freelance work for the Enquirer 
myself, I can vouch for the paper’s obsessive 
checking procedures. Double-checking and triple- 
checking is never enough — unless a journalist is 
absolutely sure of his facts, backed up by solid evi- 
dence, the Enquirer will not run the story. It’s as 
simple as that. 

While allegations of infidelity are bad enough 
— potentially disastrous, in fact — for someone 

  

ON-THE-SPOT FINANCING 

SARAH PALIN was virtually unknown south of the Arctic 
Circle two weeks ago. Now she is being touted as a potential 
president of the United States. What does this tell us about 
America and its political system? And what does it tell us 
about John McCain? INSIGHT reports... 
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COULD Sarah Palin (/eft) be the biggest blunder of John McCain’s political life? 

who is supposed to represent the puritanical right, 
two other claims about Mrs Palin make disturbing 
reading for those of us who dislike abuse of polit- 
ical power and high-handed censorship. 

The claim that Mrs Palin used her political 
power to persecyte her former brother-in-law, 

- who was divorced from her sister, will strike a 
note with those who understand the machina- 
tions of Bahamian politics. Using one’s office to _ 
influence family bust-ups is not unusual i in small 
towns. 

More worrying still was her run-in with her 
local librarian, who successfully resisted Palin’s . 
attempt to ban certain books from the library on 
the grounds that she had no right to pick and 
choose what others should read. 

Bossyboots Palin, according to her Alaskan 
critics, used her governorship to settle personal 
scores and give vent to her prejudices. She was 
apparently taking-a cue from the Russians across 
the street — across the narrow Bering Strait, 
actually — by adopting a totalitarian appreqeh 
to local affairs. 

As if all that were’ not enough, the now 
“famous” Levi Johnston, teenage father of the 
child Palin’s 17-year-old daughter is expecting, has 
declared himself an unashamed “redneck” who 
doesn’t want children. 

As each toe-curling disclosure emerged last 
week, one could imagine McCain’s advisers run- 
ning around the convention hall tearing their hair 
out and yelling: “What have we done? What have 
we done?” 

All that was needed to complete their despair 

was fulfilment of a cartoonist’s hilarious forecast 
that daughter Bristol might name her baby 
“Barack” to-get back at her mum. 

Yet the really big argument against Palin’s 
nomination has not been discussed fully by the 
pundits, whose attention has been diverted some- 
what by the comparative trivialities listed above. 

In the past, presidential running mates have 
been largely overlooked as makeweight deputies . 
who will never get close to the top job. This was 
true of Dan Quayle, who was famously quoted 
(probably apocryphally) as telling people in Latin 
America: “I-wish I’d studied Latin at school so I . 
could speak to you people in your own language.” 

Fortunately for us all, Quayle was VP to a 
robust George Bush Sr, a man who was still jump- 
ing out of aeroplanes and riding horses at high | 
speed in his eighties. 

In Palin’s case, this doesn’t wash because 
McCain is a 72-year-old war veteran who is not in 
the best physical shape and has been struck by 
cancer no fewer than four times. 

If Ladbroke’s the bookmakers were taking bets 
on McCain’s survival of his first term as president, 
you would have a job securing attractive odds. 

If you wanted to bet on his survival of a second 
term, he would be an odds-on favourite not to 
make it, given the immense pressures he would be 
likely to face in the job. 

That means Mrs Palin, the hockey mum from a 
northern wasteland, would be required to step up 
to the plate to face down Vladimir “Vlad the 
Impaler” Putin from Russia and the revolting 
“T’ve had my dinner dad”, the Iranian leader with 

  

nuclear ambitions. This does not leave me with 
warm and cosy feelings. i 

Nor do I see Sarah as a Condoleezza Rice ot 
Hillary Clinton when it comes to high-powered 

‘ negotiations in Baghdad, Brussels or Jerusalem, 
Alongside sophisticates like Sarkozy, she might 
appear'a tad gauche. Moose stew is fine in Fair: 
banks, but it doesn’t go down a bundle in th 
Palace of Versailles, 

For McCain, Palin’s emergence asa political 
figure might backfire in three ways. Firstly, he 
might be outshone by her. Whatever she’s id 
she’s certainly a good-looking woman with fa 
appeal. Secondly, the Enquirer looks like it’s dig: 
ging in for a long fight, insisting its research is far 
more reliable than the Republicans’ supposed 
due diligence when it comes to Sarah Palin. 

Thirdly, at a point in the presidential campaign 
where the going really gets rough, Palin will be 
boning up on foreign affairs in an attempt to take 
on Joe Biden, a man whose first-hand knowl- 
edge of all the world’s flashpoints is unmatched. 

“Biden will chew her up and spit her out,” a 
blogger noted last week, “she will have nothing in 
her powderhorn to match old Joe.” 

The most critical consideration for McCain, 
however, is his own judgment, and whether it 
has failed him on this occasion. If Palin screws up, 
and the doubters think she might, he will be seen 
as aman who fluffed the most important political 
decision of his life at a time when the presidency 
looked to be within his grasp. 

If the story of her alleged affair gains legs, and 
the Enquirer’s exposure of her family’s internal 
strife gathers force, McCain’s campaign could 
find itself diverted at just the point where it needs 
to focus intently on the powerful, and extremely 
attractive, Obama-Biden presidential combo. 
While Obama will undoubtedly benefit 

immensely from the Biden dimension, McCain 
could be crippled without hope if Palin turns out 
to be far less than she appears, at least superfi- 
cially. 

The Democrats are already undermining her as 
a God-freak and Gun-freak with no knowledge of 
anything outside of her own far-flung domain, 
where a‘sparsely scattered population spends 
much of the year bunkered down against ‘the 
weather and fighting off brown bears. 

Her tormentors are already accusing her of 
trying to cover up her daughter’s pregnancy, of 
trying to get the girl married off before her bump 
showed, of being hypocritically over-concerned 
with her own political image above the welfare of 
her kith and kin. 

You can guarantee there will be much more to 
come as the presidential campaign nears its final 
stages. 

McCain’s road to The White House has been 
long, hard and painful. But the last few weeks up 
to polling day on November 4 could be the tough- 
est stretch of all. 

It now remains to be seen whether Sarah Palin 
will be the most ingenious choice of running mate 
in the history of American politics, or a devas- 

tating blunder who will stand between McCain 
and his dream. 

e What do you think? Fax 328-2398 or e-mail 
jmarquis@tribunemedia.net 
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Kotary Promotes Literacy 
September 2008: Rotary Literacy Month 
September 8, 2008: International Literacy Day 

wear rf eee. 
Traditionally, literacy is defined 
as a person’s ability to read etal 
write. It can also include 
functional abilities, such as using 
a computer, understanding how 
to prevent certain diseases, or 
reading signs in a market. 

pedi IS aires 
Li Teo empowers Se oe and 
is essential for community 
development. Literate 
populations are more likely to: 
* Develop economically 
am cM gloria a ors 

* Be more peaceful 

The Global Situation 

* Nearly 800 million people worldwide 
over the age of 15 can neither read 
nor write 

* Women and girls account for about 
64% of this group 

* Nearly half of all children in Africa will 
not complete secondary school 

Rotary Supports Literacy 
Appointed annually by the Rotary Bee President, the Literacy eerie Ce ee 
is a network of Rotarian volunteers who support and encourage Bre Club and 
BS iaress participation in literacy activities worldwide. 

eeToa) year, Rotarians carry out thousands of projects to: 
e Expand and improve early allfealelele literacy and education | ee aR ole both - 

boys and girls 
Improve the ability of teachers to een and empower schools to ater the needs 
of students in the community 
Increase access to adult learning programmes for both men and women. 
Promote positive community environments for literacy 

DISTRICT 7020 - BAHAMAS CLUB MEETINGS 
New Providence Nassau Sunrise 

Mondays: SuperClubs Breezes, Cable Beach, Thursdays: British Colonial Hilton, Bay Street, 
6:30 p.m. ~ 8:00p.m. 6:45a.m. ~ 8:30am. 
Nassau (City Club) Maer e tr 

Tuesdays: Luciano’s, Fast B day Street, Thursdays: Graycliff, West Hill Street, 
eee emai ay iemian Vx) oes seay a0 Olena 
South East Nassau East Nassau 

Wednesdays: East Villa Restaurant, East Bay Street, Fridays; Nassau Yacht Club, East Bay Street 
12:30p.m. - 2:00p.m. 12:30p.m. - 2: iio a8 

Abaco 
Tuesdays: Anglican Parish Hall, Marsh Harbour, 

6:00p.m. ~ 7:30p.m. 

>, 

Visit us at www.rotary.org  
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Bennett mischievously sug- Ross said: “The smallest book- | 

gests, in the most affectionate store still contains more ideas of 

terms, that Her Majesty’s unex- _ worth than haye been presented 

pected encounter with a mobile _ in the entire history of televi- 

  

  

    

         

    

   
   

      

     
  

  

library visiting Buckingham sion.” a 

Palace changed her from a Naturally, writers have for 

naive know-nothing into a years used their expressive 

worldly thinker. powers to further the cause of 

In Bennett’s gentle satire, the books. 

Queen becomes so besotted by Mark Twain, author of The 

books that she develops an Adventures of Huckleberry 

engaging technique of readinga _‘Finn, said: “The man who does | 

good book resting in her lap not read good books has no 

while simultaneously waving to | advantage over a man who can’t 

her subjects from her gilded read them.” 

coach, — And the tormented Czech | 

Starting with a novel by Ivy novelist-Franz Kafka said: “A 

Compton-Burnett, she breaks. book must be an ice-axe to 

through the initial barrier of break the seas frozen inside our | 7 

- finding the book “too heavy” to souls.” “eat 

achieve an epiphany which In Bahamian society today, 

wholly changes not only her the low priority of books is 

daily life, but also her entire reflected in the poor state of aes “I 

outlook, converting her from society itself. 

uninformed frump into a The senseless pursuit of mate- 

* ‘colourful personality with rialism - and the reverence for 

insights that frighten the ser- “. Rolex watches and shiny wheel- 

. 
vants. rims over things of true worth - 

. Of course, humorist Bennett is a straight reflection of barren 

OO KS change | ives. is himself a master of the lan- minds. 
I guage anda brilliantexponent . The writer George Steiner 

They can tran sform of its many nuances and sub- said: “Books are the best anti- ae 

: ‘ s tleties. And his book on the dote against the marsh gas of 

d U | la rd s Into wits, a nd Queen is intended primarily to boredom and vacuity.” 

: Sa ae ae ' amuse his devoted following, - They also simulate an area of | 

du nces into scholars. More including the good lady herself. the brain - the cells that convert 

‘ ‘ 3 _ But the underlying message is _ printed text into images - whose 

im po rta ntly thoug h ; th ey give serious: books really are the dif- | development has run parallel 

i E pee: . ‘. . ference between those in the with the growth of civilisation. 

life itself extra en rich INg d imen- know and those in the dark. _ To allow this faculty to atro- 

. If personal trainers can phy could ultimately endanger 

SIONS. é improve your body, and tonics mankind. , | 

¥ j : provide a sense of general well- - So, if you are not a book 

Read Alan Ben netts amuslI ng _ being, they are nothing along- reader, you should do yourself a 

I . wot . _ side books, which actually take favour and become one. What 

accOou nt of Queen E| izabeth over your life and make you Longfellow described as “the | 

; pe at ' 7 ; : think in ways you might never sweet serenity of books” is.truly 

4 ] : ] S fictional conversion intoa . have thought possible. - one of life’s great pleasures. 

The great American publisher They have been called “the 

hook-lover = The U ncommon Max Perkins, mentor of F Scott medicine of the mind” and, 6 

! Fitzgerald and Ernest Heming- more prosaically, “pure brain- 

Reader - and you beg in to ’ way, said: “The more a man is, food” but books are friends and ~ 

. : a3 - the less he needs.” - companions, too. - t 

understa nd just what | iteratu re But the essentials, he hadto -. Charles Lamb said “I love to | 

; . concede, must include books, lose myself in other men’s | 

can do for you : those portals to superior minds minds” while Augustine Birrell 

; that mark the difference believed books to be the key to 

between the donkeys and thor- _ . eternal peace. 

oughbreds in society at large. . “An ordinary man can sur- 

Over the last 50 years, read- round himself with 2,000 books 

ing has fallen foul of television, and thenceforward have at least 

_and people have suffered mas- one place in the world where 

be a sively from its impact. Not only ¢£it’s possible to be happy,” h 

% “have -attention-spans been cut %gsaiderii~°. 

  

drastically across the board, but § 
‘even the intelligentsia are less 

    

informed, and less articulate, and story writer whose work 

than they used to be. was fashionable in the early and. 

The comic Groucho Marx. mid 20th century. } 

said: “I find television to be - “To acquire a habit of reading | 

very educating. Every time - is to construct for yourself a t 

somebody switches on the set,I refuge from almost all the mis- 

go into the other room and read . eries of life,” he said. . 

a book.” “>. Lcouldn’t have put it better ( 

And a man called Andrew iyself. 
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"Up From Slavery", the autobiography of Booker T Wa 

ington opened the life of this great man for meso see his Ari- | 

umphs and his struggles. I remember being abs olutely / 

intrigued by the fact that the man who sta sd one of the 

world’s great institutions, Tuskegee University, only learned hi 

Jackson alphabet at the age of 12. When I first read this story, I was at a 

PTT : very impressionable age. I took for granted thesprivilege of 

BURNSIDE education, and thought everyone at the Me erecould 
Chief Marketing Officer read and write 

Bahamas Fast Ferries : 

    

   

  

       

  

     

   

  

Biographies are special stories filled with the lessons of other 
people’s lives. This is a story that I have revisited many times in 

my life because it reminds me, always, that anything you dream 

is possible no matter where you start or how limited your 

resources may be.
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Advantages of 
; 

Ehoolin 
Her highly developed visual perception, along with 

consistent exposure to print, plus the rapid growth of 
the brain during this time period, enabled her par- 

     

      

| | | ents to pull this off. 
N 1h trigu | ng d What does this have to do with homeschooling? 

Quite a bit, because stay-at-home moms have the 
SI g f g reete time to. literally pour instructional effort into their lit- 

a, = tle ones. You can advance their intelligence, develop 
. a ac Mor their genius, and hone a character skills all at the 

' same time. 
ING recent Y when | Educational experts gore that language-rich stim- 
logged onto MSN BC | ulation enhances the efficacy of the neural function 

' ‘ ; of your child’s brain. Moreover, if you keep your pre- 
saw a story of a ] /- cious ones at home, they won’t be sick as often, and 

less spent with the local physician, is money in your 

month-old who can pocket. | i 
ae Research confirms that a loving, safe, stable, stimu- 

read! | Her pa rents are lating home environment, is the single-most signifi- . 
cantly beneficial influence on the development of a 

speech pathologi ists child’s brain. Experiences in such a home affect 
future learning in many positive ways. 

a nd thei rea rly invest- Reading to newborns helps to develop permanent 
brain mass, according to a study; which means that if 

ment of tl me sti mu lat- you diligently read to your baby, you are actually 
L, rs A anes the Be eae of his bate You 

are 1n effect, building intelligence. So 1t makes sense 
ng of cog nifive an to ensure that you establish the foundation for early 
speech development - reading skills to emerge, while boosting social and 

2 en emotional development and future academic success. 
pa id g reat d ividend S. Early readers understand more about their world 

sooner and faster and so have higher intelligence. 
They also often become super-achievers as they 
advance into their early teen years. Their advanced 
reading abilities propel them forward ahead of their 
peers. They gain more insight from what they read, 
because of their highly developed comprehension 
skills. Their mastery of vocabulary promotes fluent 
and articulate speaking skills - an invaluable asset for 
life’s journey. Their composition writing skills are 
enhanced as well, since the language art skills are 
closely intertwined. 
There are great products on the market to enhance 

early literacy skills. Parents can use them regularly in | 
a playful way, and help their youngsters learn to read 
early! 

Ensure that you get a good early learning curricu- 
lum, and enjoy the beneists of sence RUE yonue: 
ster at home! vot omterty 

‘Websites to ane your youngsters begin life as early 
- readers 

Homeschoolmom. com 
K-12.com 
heritagehomeschool.com 
Homeschool.com 
Hoagies.org 
abeka.com.   
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Farly literacy- Bahamian 
six-year-old whiz kid 
‘Was early reader 

  

A SIX-year-old who can read the newspaper? In fact Morgan reads fluently 
and decodes polysyllabic words effortlessly. 
How did this happen? Simple: her parents exposed her to an early litera- 

cy system when she was a toddler, that stimulated her thinking, reading, speak- 
ing, listening and comprehension skills. She viewed words and pictures that 
enhanced her cognition and thereby promoted learning. 

    
General and Miriister of Foreign Affairs © 

Education experts agree that children from instructionally stimulating Bein g Liter ate provides a 
home environments actually have more highly developed brains than children 
from non-enriched home settings. It makes sense then for parents to seize the 
opportunity to enhance their youngsters’ learning capabilities during the window both to your self 
formative years, like Morgan’s parents did. 

This explains why some one, two, and three-year-olds 
are learning to read so early. “During the first two years of life, the brain and to the world e For the 

makes neural connections at a very fast rate. The brain is connecting the infant ° 
to his body, making connections for sight, sound, touch and movement,” said b asic skills . for life an d liv- 
J Dianne Connell, author of Brain-Based Strategies to Reach Every Learn- 
er. ° ° e 

The accelerated growth of of the. brain during this crucial period maximizes 
learning absorption. Additionally, parents should regularly read to their Ing, I give primacy to 
babies, as reading to the little ones enhances brain development. ~ 

Consistently hearing language, from the kind, spontaneous words of par- Te ading and comprehen- 
ents, to the soothing tones of a familiar story, promotes the efficacy of the 
working of the brain, and thereby builds intelligence. Certainly early litera- . = 
cy could be one of the answers to our nation’s reading problems. s10Nn. With books literacy 

Morgan’s early viewing of words helped to propel her forward in reading. : . 7 
Early, consistent exposure to words, coupled with the.rapid development of ; » 
the brain during the formative years of a child’s life, enhance early literacy. Can be seen 1N) an indis 
Morgan reads significantly above her grade level and recently skipped a 

grade at a local private school. She is now 7-years-old and is going in grade 1 a 
four. Alex Hanna, Morgan’s father, indicates that she was very advanced for pensable and wider con 
her age, even in kindergarten. “The stuff they taught in kindergarten, she ° 

knew already,” he said. text. A person without 
As a stay-at-home mom and reading tutor, I strongly advise parents to work 

with their children as much as possible during the formative years to enhance 
early literacy and numeracy skills. I believe that great reading results can be books becomes a human 
obtained if parents and teachers diligently provide a relaxed, playful, word- 
centered learning environment for the youngsters, during this critical period. 1 : , 

Also, working with children early to promote literacy at home can quite fea- being InCcap able of func- 
sibly save parents money. Some parents are paying fees for private schools and 
still have to pay a private tutor to ensure that their youngsters can read. They tioning to the fullest asa 
are, quite frankly, paying through their noses! 

Another benefit of early literacy, is accelerated learning and consequent- 
ly, super-achievement. There are accomplished teenagers who have acquired complete and mature 
college-level certifications, invented products, speak multiple languages, 
achieved superior scores on the SAT 2xams, excelled in spelling and geog- 
raphy bees and have achieved all A’ n nine, ten and even eleven BGCSE member if society. 
examinations. Many of these high a’ evers were very likely early readers. 
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THE school and home communities continue to 

strive in understanding the significance of Specific 

‘Learning Disability (SpLD). The term SpLD refers 

to a special group of individuals who have signifi- 

cant, unexpected, specific and persistent problems 

in attaining and using efficient reading (dyslexia), 

writing (dysgraphia) or mathematical (dyscalculia) 

skills in the regular classroom (Karande, Mehta, 

& Kulkarni, 2007). s 

Researchers indicate that the home literacy envi- 

ronment plays a part in the child’s ability to decode 

and encode written or printed words. Commonly, 

dyslexic students often have difficulty with repeat- 

ed spelling, language delay problems, as well as 

phonological patterns (eg cat = /k/,/al,/t!) which - 

may result in frustration and decrease in self-con- 

fidence and motivation. / 

The term dyslexia (The International Dyslexia 

Association®) refers to individuals having difficul- 

ty with receptive oral language skills, expressive 

oral language skills, reading, spelling or written 

expression associated with the development of 

phonological awareness. : 

According to Cortazzi and Hunter-Carsch (2000), 

the British Psychological Society (BPS) published a 

revised working definition of dyslexia stating that 

dyslexia is the individual’s ability to incompletely or 

with great difficulty apply accurate and fluent word 

reading and/or spelling. The association further 

: expressed, “The definition focuses on literacy learn- 

ing at ‘word level’ and implies that the problem is 

severe and persistent despite appropriate learning 

opportunities” (Reason, 1999). 

The purpose of this article is to provide practical 

steps on dyslexia to parents who desire to help their 

children experience classroom success. Parents must 

realize that early detection is the best intervention. 

Although easily stated, in many cases, the regular 

classroom does not react until the ability becomes a 

chronic school problem and places emotional stress 

on the child (low self-esteem or behavioural prob- 

lems). 
Remedial education intervention should start as 

early as possible in order for the child to achieve 

academic competence, and parents are invited to 

become a part of the child’s progress. Parents must 

remember that literacy skills are not only devel- 

oped at school, but are a part of the child’s natural 

interaction with his/her environment. 

As a child enters the classroom for the first time, 

he/she is introduced to basic skills such as rhyming 

activities, directionality of print and vocabulary 

concepts (beginning and ending sounds). Teachers 

enforce the skills by using concentration games, 

matching letter to letter and picture to letter, and 

eventually increase the complexity of the concept by 

matching words to words within a sentence, journal 

    

   
    

Literacy Coordinator 

  

Curbing illiteracy in our children 
desired jobs. If they can, they are 

hired at minimum wage or often 

     
   
       

  

       or text. 

parents look at ways in which they.can help children 

successfully perform in the classroom. If the parent 

suspects the child is experiencing a learning diffi- 

culty, it is best to have the child assessed. In addition 

to the curriculum-based assessments (CBA) (tests 

given by the teacher in specific areas of learning), a 

child may be referred to the Special Services Section 

at the Ministry of Education or any private psy- 

chological institution for a psycho-educational 

assessment. 
The child would receive a dyslexia screening test 

which comprises of assessing the following areas: lit- 

eracy skills, phonological awareness and verbal 

memory, motor skill and balance, and memory 

retrieval fluency. Further, the child completes intel- 

ligence and achievement tests which provide the 

general cognitive ability, as well as the child’s read- 

ing comprehension, spelling, word reading, and 

phonological ability scores. 

It is important that parents and teachers under- | 

stand that although diagnostic screening measures 

are a good way to identify the academic difficulty, it 

would be in the best interest of the child if both the 

school and home provide the best interventions 

that would facilitate school success. 

Parents can become the pillar of support as they 

are the ones who hold the key to success in helping 

their child build self-confidence by expressing their 

personal reassurance and encouragement. More 

specifically, parents should take an active role in the 

academic process by monitoring their child’s pro- 

gression. 
Before leaving the agency or testing centre, ask 

questions. Questions would help the parent under- 

stand the nature of your child’s problem and how it 

might affect his/her school and home life. 

Further, parents can: i 

e Discuss the instructional goals with the child’s 

teacher or tutor. 
e Reinforce class activities and assignments at 

home by incorporating teaching strategies that use 

the five senses, also known as the multi-sensory 

teaching method. 
° Pay regular classroom visits to discuss best prac-' . 

tices in reading, spelling, and grammar skills in 

ways that are presented in school, thus enabling 

the parent to properly assist the child with his/her 

homework. » 
° Politely request reduction in length of assign- 

ment items until the child gains sufficient confi- 

dence to complete greater amount of task items if 

the child appears genuinely frustrated because of 

assignments overload. 
e Encourage the child to practice using spelling 

words orally in conversation. Keep a diary of activ- 

ities and events that occur in his/her life (vacation or 

trips). 
e Avoid correcting mistakes, but rather point 

them out and see if the child can recognise the mis- 

takes and self correct them (teaching the skill ver- 

COMMENTARY 

    

As a result, it is imperative that educators and, 

with most of them throughout their 

éducational careers as they continually 

sus correcting the skill). : 

e Encourage the child to ask questions if they 

don’t understand. 
e Help the child develop listening skills. This can 

be reinforced by recording the instruction or short 

stories on a recording device, then have the child 

play back. 
e Provide practice using every-day words. 

° Help the child proofread materials for errors. 

e Help the child understand the nature of dyslex- 

ia. ; 
° Provide different talents that people have and 

assist the child with finding out their strength and 

how they can use their strength. ; . 

e Discuss with the child’s classroom teacher dif- 

ferent ways to obtain notes if the child has difficul- 

ty copying notes properly. 

e Provide time for pleasure or paired reading. 

Pronounce words automatically during the read- 

ing for the child. Keep a record of all mispro- 

nounced words for the child to review at a later 

time : 

e Build a word-bank or word-wall (for younger 

child). 

  

Although there are numerous websites, the arti- 

cle suggests the following sites for additional infor- 

mation www.proedinc.com, www.sra4kids.com or 

www.cfv.org. 
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bike ride. Talk to them about their 

experience. 

  

Uriah McPhee Primary School 

MOST of us take literacy for grant- 

ed: We can read signs telling us where 

we are or how to get where we are 

to go. We can read the newspaper 

and labels on items in the grocery 

store. We can use an automatic 

machine or write a check without giv- 

ing it much thought. ° 
For many adults and young adults 

in the Bahamas and around the world 

those simple functions are difficult, if 

impossible challenges, becaus¢ they 

can’t read or can barely read. They 

are functionally illiterate. 

If we are to succeed in this mod- 

ern society, reading is basic to every- 

thing we do. People who can’tread or 

write at a functional level can’t get 

short-term jobs. Therefore, they are 

left frustrated and most of them turn 

to violence and wreck havoc in our 

country. 
There is an old proverb that says, 

“It takes a village to raise a child.” 

Therefore, if we are to curb.the liter- 

acy problem in the Bahamas and 

around the world, all stakeholders 

must be involved. There should be a 

home and school literacy connection. 

Research has shown that learning to 

read starts well before kindergarten. 

According to early childhood special- 

ists, children who know sounds and 

letters before entering kindergarten 

are 20 times more likely to read sim- 

ple words by the end of kindergarten 

. opposed to those who have not been 

exposed to literacy before entering 

kindergarten. Poor reading skills stay 

fall behind their peers. 
Therefore, parents must learn that 

literacy development for children 

begins at birth. Early literacy develops 

from real life situations that are mean- 

ingful, purposeful and functional. 

Children develop these skills by par- 

ticipating in activities involving think- 

ing, reading, speaking, listening and 

viewing. Children who engage in those 

kinds of activities are better prepared 

for today’s school curriculum. 

It is incumbent that parents do the 

following with their child/children: 

e Read to them everyday 
e Talk to them 
e Ask them open ended questions 

e Print out objects and label them 

e Give them experiences, eg - A 

day at the beach, a camping trip, a 

Outside the home experiences 

enrich a child’s vocabulary. Language 

development is a very important fac- 

tor for future reading success. 

It is very important for adults as 

well as young adults in our society 

who have challenges reading to enroll 

in a literacy programme like the Min- 

istry of Education's Adult Literacy 

Programme, or any other similar pro- 

gramme in their community to fur- 

ther develop their reading skills. This 

would enable then to get better 

employment as well as be able to help 

their child/children to become liter- 

ate. 

I encourage the people of the 

Bahamas to get aboard the reading 

express — “Because reading is knowl- 

edge and knowledge is power”. 
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FOR about two 

es I felt trapped 
he constraints    

   

   

   helped me become 
more independentin 
my views. ee 
Let me explain a lit- 

tle more. 
Knowing my involve- 

ment in politics, some- 

one recommended I 

read a.book by Henry 

Hazlitt titled Econom- 

ics In One Lesson. If I 

remember correctly 

that was in 1994. 
Well, that wonderful 

little book of only 201 

pages changed my life. 

At least as far as poli- 
tics is concerned. As 
Mr Hazlitt pointed out 

in the preface to the 
first: edition, back in 

1946, "Economics is 

haunted by more fal- 

lacies than any other 
study known to man". 

Wellhe sure. 
explodes them. From 

price control, to gov- 

ernment spending to 

the effects of taxation 

and rent control, he 

deals with them all in 

straight forward lan- 

guage that anyone that 

has the ability to read 

can understand. 
The central message 

that I must share is his 

point that "The art of 
economics consists in 

looking not merely at 

the immediate but at 
the longer effects of » 

any act or policy; it 
consists in tracing the 

consequences of that 

policy not merely for 

one group but for all 

groups." 
Mr Hazlitt taught 

me, in a nutshell, that 

the rhetoric of much 
of our politics is to 
make us feel good in 

the short term, with- 

out consideration for 

the lives of those that 

will follow. 
Without the ability to 

read, I could not have 

become a more critical 

thinker about our poli- 

tics of symbolism over 

substance. 
Congratulations to 

The Tribune on this 

wonderful effort. 

  

Richard 
i A    
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NCREASING TRUE LITERACY 
  @ PATRICIA GLINTON-MEICHOLAS 

AST year the College of the Bahamas and the 
nation’s leading newspaper, The Tribune, 
forged a novel partnership, the purpose of 

which is to make a contribution to the expansion of 
true literacy in our country. 

The partners understood fully 
that achieving this goal would 
require wide buy-in to the notion 
that literacy, in its truest sense, goes 

beyond the basic functionality that 
allows people to recognize their 
own names, buy groceries and 
respond to basic signals and mes- 
sages. 

Rather, true literacy is about 
owning meaning and the ability to 
create and disseminate meaningful 
messages and new knowledge. In 
this way, literacy is essential to the 
nurturing of good citizens and is 
therefore one of the fundamentals 
of nation building, of civic respon- 

  

     
    

    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    

  

sibility and responsiveness, of last- 
ing democracy and even of peace. 

This seems rather a large claim 
for something that to a large number © 
of our people means little more than 
sending young children to school so 
that they can understand that the 
letters C-A-T on a page refers to 
the furry creature running around 
the house or yard scratching and 
purring. 

Literacy, however, is so much 

more than decoding and calling 
words. Decoding is but the first step 
on.a journey whose first milestone 
must be deriving meaning from 
what we read or hear, whether con- 

  

MARCELLUS 
TAYLOR 

MORE 

ALTHOUGH I have been greatly 
influenced by several books, the one 
that stands out is a book that I read 
while in university which is titled 
“The Challenge to the South”. This 
book, which was authored by several 
prominent personalities from devel- 
oping nations, argues that people 
must be at the centre of development 
if their needs are to be met. 

After reading this book, my view of 
the process of community building 
and national development changed. I 
think that this change has also signifi- 
cantly and positively impacted the 
way that I operate as a public servant. 

veyed by means of symbols, images, 
words, sentences, paragraphs, poet- 
ry, narrative, exposition or argu- 
ment. 

The final destination or a deep, 
abiding literacy is achieved only 
when the reader or hearer is alive to 
the fact that many of the messages 
directed at us or to us are often 
composed of several layers: a read- 
ily accessed surface meaning, and 
deeper strata that may demand 
time, patience and work to mine, . 

retrieve and own. 
Truly literate persons can make 

inferences from decoded statements 
and perceive the implications of 
what is being conveyed. Once the 
message is. “owned”, we can use it 
as a jumping off point fdr new rea- 
soning, new decisions, new concepts 

and new knowledge. To derive the 
greatest rewards from a message, 
the truly literate will use their own 
personal experiences and knowl- 
edge, find out whatever they can 
about the background of the author 
of the message, his or her purpose in 
messaging and intended audience. 

THAN WORDS      

   

    

The Tribune/College partnership 
is also founded on a deep belief that 
good writing and access to good 
reading material are the handmaid- 
en of literacy. For this reason, the 
serialization of good books, stories 
and essays for children and adults in 
The Tribune is one of our main 
strategies. For this reason also, we 
are determined to encourage local 
writers and poets to produce more, 
striving always for the highest qual- 
ity. ; 
We have begun to do this by 

hosting readings at COB’s Chap- 
ter One Bookstore and, only 
recently, we have engaged talks 
with Erica James, director of the 

National Art Gallery, to expand 
this element of our programme. We 
also mean to produce a special sup- 
plement for World Literacy Day 
annually, a commitment we hon- 
oured through a first issue last year. 

Access cannot be overempha- 
sized. This means that much more 
must be done to increase the range 

  

and numbers of books available in — eracy. 
Braille for the sight challenged of 
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the Bahamas. It means that so 
much more must be done to sup- 
port and modernize our public 
libraries and the archives. 

It means recognition and promo- 
tion of all the selfless literacy pro- 
grammes and volunteers that have 
been struggling unsung for many 
years. It means that building a new, 
state-of-the-art library for the Uni- 
versity of the Bahamas, must 
become a national imperative and a 
personal goal for each citizen and 
resident of this country. 

As this important work of build- 
ing literacy progresses, we hope to 
acquire more partners, more spon- 
sors, who believe as we do that thé 

expansion of literacy in this country 
is as essential as anything else we 
may do to build the nation. We 
invite your support in any way you 
can give it, whether it be financial- 
ly, in permission to use your writing 
for publication or through your sug- 
gestions for the continuing 
enhancement of our drive for lit-' 

Vaughn 
_ ROBERTS. 

Vice President — Finance, 
Baha Mar Resorts Ltd. 

_ Who Moved 
Johnson, MD 
Who Moved My Cheese is an amaz- 

ing story of change in our lives and 
typical reactions to such change. Four 
characters (two mice and two “little 
people") set out each day to find 
“cheese”.- The characters all experi- 
ence different levels of success as a 
result their reactions to change. This 
book has had far-reaching impact on 
my professional and personal life. Not 
only have I learned to embrace 
change, I’ve also become an advocate 

" for-change.., v:ai 

    

My Cheese? by Spencer
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importance of knowing 

ITERACY is defined as an individual's ability to 
| read, write, speak, compute and solve problems at 

sdevels of proficiency necessary fo function on the 
job and in society, so that people may achieve their 

goals and develop their knowledge and potential. 

Beyond a shadow of a doubt, know- 

ing how to read is extremely impor- 

tant. When the tremendous amount 

of information garnered daily through 

reading is considered, it becomes © 

apparent that the ability to read pro- 

ficiently is a fundamental skill that 

affects the quality of life of individuals 

globally. 
In the workplace of the 21st Cen- 

tury, the nation’s workers will need to 

be better-educated to fill new jobs and 

more flexible to respond to the chang- 

ing knowledge and skill requirements 

of existing jobs. 
Proficiency in reading and writing 

skills is one of the central pillars of 

the economy. Reading skills are essen- 

tial as most employees increasingly 

work with information on computer 

terminals, forms, charts, instructional 

manuals and other information dis- 

plays. Writing is also an essential part 

of communication, as it conveys guid- 

ance to others and establishes a per- 

manent base of information. The aca- 

demic basics of reading and writing 

are interrelated and they are needed in 

jobs of all kinds. 
Research has confirmed that reading 

skills influence the well-being of chil- 

_dren as well as adults. If children are to 

become lifelong readers, it is impera- 

tive that they are surrounded with a lit- 

eracy-rich environment. When chil- 

dren are engaged in meaningful liter- 

acy activities and given purposes to 

learn, they sense the power of literacy 

in their lives and develop ownership 

for literacy. 
Any in-depth look at the concept 

_ of literacy and the impatt that it has on 

society should begin with the home 

where the child develops his value sys- 

tem. The formative years, which are 

essential to his growth and develop- 

    

   

ment, will determine his accomplish- 

ments going into adulthood. The 

parental role is vital in every aspect 

of a child’s life. Exposure to educa- 

tional material of necessity, should 

begin as early as possible in the home. 

Parents who lack basic literacy skills 

are handicapped and find it difficult to 

meet the challenge of parenting. It is 

imperative therefore, that parents are 

provided the tools needed.to enhance 

their children’s literacy development 

and become effective as their chil- 

dren’s first and most influential teach- 

ers. 
In our Bahamian society, the tradi- 

tional school system operates on the 

premise that all students will be literate 

upon completion of the primary level. 

Research has established a strong asso- 

ciation between attention and behay- 

ioural problems in the preschool years. 

According to Torgesen (1998), “A 

poor first grade reader almost invari- 

ably continues to be a poor reader”. 

This phenomenon also continues 

throughout elementary school and 

with the upward mobility of the child 

there is accompanying frustration and 

decreased self-esteem. What is’ even 

more disheartening is that studies also 

reflect that poor reading skills at the 

very basic level seldom allow a child to 

catch up as he goes through the 

remaining grades. The inability to read 

could result in a child’s self imposed 

isolation which could manifest itself 

in his display of anti-social behaviour. 

These same children eventually 

become adults and exhibit the same 

patterns of behaviour, for example: 

low self-esteem, feelings of isolation, 

patterns of poor efforts, aggressive 

behaviour and a general feeling of 

inadequacy. Studies have shown that, 

“Quality education is one of the most 
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cost effective ways of crime preven- 

tion,” (Green Wood Model, Rydall, 

& Chiesa 1996; Taylor 1993). Hence, 

literacy impacts crime and crime pre- 

vention. 
While illiteracy cannot be pinpoint- 

ed as the cause of crime, information 

gathered from the Department of 

Rehabilitative and Welfare Services 

indicates that the majority of youth 

before the court system are deficient in 
basic literacy skills such as, reading, 

vocabulary, comprehension and flu- 

ency. There is a correlation between 

the lack of achievement and anti-social — 

behaviour. 
National. Literacy Services, a unit 

within the Ministry of Education, was 

established to become the pre-emi- 
nent source of advocacy, training, tech- 

nical assistance and information with 
respect to adult literacy as the core 

vehicle for changing the lives of indi- 

viduals and their families and improv- 

ing communities. The Adult Literacy 

Programme provides free, confiden- 

tial tutoring in basic reading and writ- 

ing, using a one to one.approach, 

emphasizing personal attention in a 
non-competitive atmosphere. 

Adults are tutored by on-site staff 

-members and volunteers. Volunteers 

are key to the success of the Adult 

Literacy Programme as they serve as 

mentors and offer support and encour- 

agement to the adult students. The 

programme provides effective learning 

experiences for adults who have left 

school without achieving the appro- 

priate levels of proficiency in literacy 

skills. 
The Unit is cognizant of the fact 

that these skills are required not only 

for. personal development, but to 

enable individuals to contribute to the 

economic and social performance of 

the society in which they live. Indeed, 

it is one of the important assets in a 

community’s arsenal for progress. 

Additionally, improved competency 

in this area provides a platform for 

people upon which they can build a 

solid future. 
Students in the programme at 

National Literacy are excited about 

their newly acquired literacy skills. 

Currently, there are 140 persons 

enrolled in the programme. Eighty 

THAN VVORDS 

I always loved books and loved reading. I 

don't know how or when IJ learned to read. 

My whole consciousness of myself is tied to 

reading because my very first memory as a liv- 

ing being is of reading the card I got for my 4th 

Birthday. I remember there was an elephant 

on it. But in my formative years I'd have to 

say one of the key books was *Tuck Everlast- 
ing* by Natalie Babbit. It was beautiful and 

sad. It taught me that what you long for may 

not really be what's best for you. Of course, I 

keep learning that lesson over and over 

because I keep forgetting. 
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four or 60 per cent are males and 56 or 

40 per cent are females. One hundred 

and four or 74 per cent are being 

tutored on-site and 36 or 26 per cent 

are being tutored off-site. 

Following are testimonials of three 

new writers in the programme that 

have expressed their learning experi- 

ences. Indeed, their stories highlight 

the declaration of Joyce Whidden of 

the Adult Literacy League of Orlando, 

Florida who once opined: “When stu- 

‘ dents write, they are finding a voice 

they have never had before.” To this, 

one might add that when students 

learn to read, they experience a free- 

dom from captivity they have never 

known. It is hoped that these stories 

will serve as an inspiration and moti- 

vation for others. 

JACOB'S STORY 
I have to give thanks to God and 

the National Literacy Services. Pro- 

gramme for allowing me the privilege 

to improve my reading and writing 

skills. | say a heartfelt thanks to my 

tutor Mrs Taylor, who shares her time 

in order to ensure that l-understand 

what is taught. 
I am a member of Prison Fellow- 

ship Bahamas, headed by Dr Olga A 

Clarke. At the time, she was also one 

of the assistant directors at the Min- 

istry of Education, Science and Tech- 

nology. One day Dr Clarke asked me 

if I would like to be the secretary for 

Prison‘Fellowship. I said, “Yes, but | 

have a problem.” She then asked what 

the problem was. I told her that my 

reading and spelling are very poor. 

With her encouragement, | became a 

student at the National Literacy Ser- 

vices where:after my assessment, I was 

placed at the correct level. 
There was much excitement for me 

as I got my first set of books and wrote 

down the days and times that I would 

attend classes. I was finally on my way 

to learning how to read. 

Now that I can read and spell better, 

I am now the Prison Fellowship’s 

office secretary. I started in book one, 

now I am in book four. What I like 

about National Literacy Services is the 

staff. They are so loving, helpful and 

concerned. My plan is to stay in the 

programme until | have completed the 
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= >> Pakistant International | 

Literacy Day 

An Afghan girl reads a’ 

book at a school of an 

Afghan refugees camp in 

Lahore, Pakistan, on Fri- 

day, Sept. 8, 2006 which is. 

observed as International 

Literacy Day. UN-spon- 

sored International Liter- 

acy Day is celebrated 

around the world every 

year on September 8. 

The aim of the annual 

observance is to highlight 

the importance of litera- 

cy to individuals, com- 

munities and societies. 

ea 

highest level. 

KENDAL'S STORY 
At first I thought this “reading 

school” was set-up like every day 

school. My mother told the supervi- 

sor that I came from the courts. I 

thought there was going to be a diffi- 

cult entrance test for the programme. 

At a regular school, the teacher is 

unable to give individual attention. In 

the junior high school where I came 

from, the teacher placed me in a class, 

but I didn’t get the help I needed. 

Sometimes I didn’t get any help at all 

with my reading. I am now able to 

focus on the lesson and get more work 

done because of the one-on-one teach- 

ing. | am now able to get the support 

and encouragement that J need. 

I would like to see the junior high 
school start a programme for the youth 

who need to learn how to read. J think 

that students should read and do math 

during the first term. Students should 

be allowed to read from special read- 

ing books. | would like to continue 

the programme up to Bahamas Junior 

Certificate (BJC) level. One day I 

would like to own my own construc- 

tion company. 

PANDORA'S STORY 
I remember,how uncomfortable I 

felt when my supervisor told me I 

would have to attend reading classes. I 

agreed so that I could keep my job, 

but hoped and prayed that day would 

never come. | was afraid. The day did 

come and | was faken to meet my 

prospective tutor. 
When Mrs Simms, my supervisor, 

was about to leave me, my tutor saw 

the fear in my eyes. Being a caring 

woman, she placed her arnis around 

me and said, “Come girl, we're going 

to have lots of fun in this class.” As I 

clutched my bag for support, my first 

lesson began. 
1 soon realised that the lesson was 

not as difficult as ] had anticipated. I 

told my tutor | would return the fol- 

lowing day. Weeks later, I admitted, “I 

am a different person who is now 

eager to learn and can’t wait to get to 

each class.” This was the beginning of 

a new chapter in my life. 
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MORE THAN 
VVORDS 

NEXT to the Bible, 
the book that has made 
a lasting impact on my 
ministry is entitled : 
“God in Us” by Miles». 
Lowell Yates. This book. 
comprises lectures even 
by Doctor Yates at - 
General T heological 
Seminary in New vents 
on “Ascetical Theolo- 
gy” —it concerned the 
principles and practices 
of Christian spirituality. 

In addition to the 
actual lectures, the 
book also includes a 
wide selection of quota- 
tions from scripture and 
spiritual writers with a 
selection of meditative 
reading. 

I obtained a copy of 
this book as I was - 
preparing for ordination 
to the diaconate in 1959, 
and I have returned to it 
from time to time 
because I continue to 
find encouragement and 
enlightenment from the 
various chapters of the 

. book. One of the pas- 
sages that I frequently 

' return to deals with the 
question of dedication: 

j 

i 

“Dedication is a kind 

, Of sine qua non of spiri- 
tual commitment. It is, 

‘ first, the wanting, and 
then, the willing, to do 
something more with 

~ one’s life than just being 
alive and performing 
our inescapable duties 
or letting things take 

- their course in and 
around us. It is having 
both the desire and the 
resolution to honour 
God with one’s life. 
And dedication, of 

. course, is an empty, a 
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self-contradictory pur- 
pose, if it does not issue 
in activity, in all-round 
enterprise. Spiritual | 
enterprise involves the 
whole man — the think- 
ing, feeling, choosing, 
speaking, acting man. In 
a curious way, we have 
to enter all the events, if 
we are going to enter at 
all, even though we dis- 
cover that we are better 
in meeting some chal- 
lenges than others.” 

Archbishop 
Drexel 

Wellinaton 
GOMEZ 

Archbishop of the West Indies 
Bishop of the Diocese of the 
Bahamas andthe Turks and 

Caicos Islands 
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National and Information Library Services . 
promotes information literacy for all 

    HE fundamental 
role of libraries is 

~ & to make informa- 
tion easily accessible to 
all. Therefore libraries 

perform a multiplicity of 
functions including acqui- 
sition, preservation, 

organisation and dissem- 
ination of reading mate- 
rials and resources for 
the benefits of end users. 
Libraries are recognised 
globally as agents of 
change that promote 
democratic values and lit- 
eracy for one and for alll. 

As the Bahamian Public Library 
System evolves and develops, its users 
are not only deriving benefits from 
the traditional services but those that 
encompass the use of.modern infor- 
mation technologies via a computer- 
ized system and Internet connectivity. 

All public libraries in New Provi- 
dence and several in the Family 
Islands are connected to the Internet 
and have access to many powerful 
databases and electronic books to 
assist the public with study and 
research projects. 

With the click of the mouse, users 
are able to sit in their homes or in 
libraries and learning centres and gain 
access to the Online Public Access 

_ Catalogue (OPAC) to find out if a 
book is available in a particular library 
in New Providence. Other services, 
such as user’s instruction, guided 

Internet searches, use of CD-ROMs, 
DVDs and book loans of various gen- 
res ranging from fiction to non-fiction 

- are also provided. 
Historically, our libraries hosted 

story hour for children and adults’ 

  

alike. Many reminisce about story 
times conducted by the late Mrs Lil- - 
lian G Weir-Coakley, library veteran 
at Southern Public Library on Bail- 
lou Hill Road. Today, in addition:to 
the conventional story hour, we have 
introduced a Toddler’s Reading Hour 
initially started at the GK Symonette 
Library and then at South Beach 
Library. 

This programme caters to ‘stay at 
home moms and fathers’ and. home- 
schooled students. Children are 
accompany by their parents or 
guardians to attend weekly library ses- 
sions to hear stories read to them. 
Puppet shows depicting many 
favourite story characters are also 

_ included to appeal to children of vary- 
ing ages and reading levels. 

Other ongoing programmes in the 
system are 

e A weekly Enrichment Reading 
: programme at Elizabeth Estates Pub- 

lic Library 
e And upcoming new reading and 

behaviour modification programme, 
Wulff Road Library commencing this 
Fall. 

In many of our Family Islands, 
including Haynes Library in Gover- 
nor’s Harbour; Tarpum Bay Library, 
Eleuthera; Sir George Roberts 
Library, Harbour Island; and Green 

Turtle Cay Library, Abaco; similar 
reading programmes are not uncom- _ 
mon. 

SOUTH BEACH LIBRARY ANNUAL 
SUMMER PROGRAMME (2008) 

The library system promotes litera- 
cy in other ways as well. For example, 
through our. annual summer reading 
programmes, children of all ages are 
invited to share in numerous activi- 
ties at the library promoting reading in 
a fun filled environment utilizing 
music, art and crafts to stimulate inter- 
est in the basic skills of reading, writ- 
ing and mathematics. 
A timely initiative recently intro- 

duced to our library system is the 
Information Literacy Programme for 
library cadets. It all began with a sub- 
mission of a proposal to Information 
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for All Programme, (IFAP), United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in 
2005. 

Of the 502 project submissions from 
--various countries around the world, 

24 were approved and the Bahamas 
was one of them. The project’s theme 
is “Recruiting and Training Library 
Cadets (RTLC) for a sustainable 
Bahamas”. 
The main purpose of the RTLC 
programme is to motivate young men 

and women to make librarianship and 
information science professions of * 
choice. Realizing that the profession is 
graying, some tangible and proactive 
steps need to be taken to recruit and 
train vibrant young people in the field 
of information that is growing by leaps 
and bounds. 

Library skills are special because 
they are needed in the successful pur- 
suit of any career. All students, in 
order to effectively complete a course 
of study regardless of the discipline, 
must learn how to use the library effi- 
ciently. Subsequently, the programme 
serves a twofold purpose. While its 
main target is high school students, a 
pilot programme involving one pri- 
mary school in New Providence is 
being conducted for a year. 

The information age presents stu- 
dents with ample opportunities to gar- 
ner information, communication and 

technological skills. Libraries and 
information centres are ideal places 
to not only demonstrate those skills, . 
but also to acquire information litera- 
cy skills that are crucial to succeed in 
the 21st century. 

The main objectives of the pro- 
gramme are: 

1. To increase the cadre of quali- 
fied library staff in The Bahamas; 

2. To identify promising intellectu-. 
ally capable young men and women 
who wish to choose professions in 
library science and information tech- 
nology; 

3. To sensitize the Bahamian society 
of the important and critical role of 
library and information profession in 
the nation. 

  

Societies all around the world 
depend largely on libraries to collect, 
organise, store and disseminate infor- 
mation to the masses. Subsequently, 
the need for qualified information spe- 
cialists is becoming ever more’crucial. 
The perennial shortage of librarians in 
the Bahamas was.one of the prime 
motivations for introducing library 
cadets’ programme to high school stu- 
dents to join the Ey and informa- 
tion rank 

. Training of library cadets is being 
conducted in three basic ways: for- 
mally, informally and via the library 
cadet website. The website, with learn- 
ing resources, is especially useful to 
distance learners or enrollees as it pro- 
vides support to cadets on remote 
islands of the country. 

Trainers concentrate on teaching 
basic library practice, highlighting the 
relationship between modern tech- 
nology and traditional library prac- 
tices. New cadets are invited to view 
online library skills courses and a 
video presentation of teaching basic 
library practices to young persons. 
Library cadets visit local public and 

school libraries not only to conduct: 
research themselves, but also to 

receive formal and informal training in 
library and information skills. 

To sharpen their library and 
research skills and to fulfill their high 
school requirement for graduation, 
they have scheduled to engage in 20 
hours of community service in a pub- 
lic library of their choice. 

This is a structured programme 
comprising a number of tasks such as 
simple book processing, stamping, 
reading and organising shelves, con- 
ducting searches and photocopying 
materials for end users. 

To date the library cadets have also 
participated in a tour to the library at 
the College of the Bahamas, taken 
part in an essay competition entitled 
“Why Do I Need My Community 
Library?” ‘and a Caribbean Informa- 
tion Literacy poster/ logo competi- 
tion, received coaching. for writing, 

editing and producing radio broad- 
casts on information literacy skills and 
topical educational issues affecting 
young ee 

Dr Munroe tells of influential books in his life 

  

IN a literate society it is important 
for everyone to be able to communi- 
cate effectively. And such an ability, 
being able to effectively communi- 
cate, is greatly enhanced by a healthy 
appetite for reading - a pastime which 
helps build a person's vocabulary, 
widens their knowledge base and 
improves their ability to think criti- 
cally. 

Tapping into the life altering phe- 
nomenon that is reading, author and 
senior pastor of Bahamas Faith Min- 
istries Dr Myles Munroe named "Pil- 
grims Progress" by John Bunyan and 
"My Utmost For His Highest" by 
Oswald Chambers as two books that 

have greatly impacted his life. 
A fictional work about a believer's 

faith journey, Dr Munroe said Pil- 
grims Progress has greatly influenced 
his life, teaching him how to accept 
the reality that life has challenges. 
“The book impacted my life and I 
would encourage every young per- 
son to read it." 

Reading the book when he was a 
teenager, Dr Munroe said that it pre- 
pared him for his future; and even 
turned out to be one of the books he 
was required to study in college. 

The inspirational, My Utmost For 

His Highest, continues to be a source 
of empowerment, motivation and rev- 
elation to Dr Munroe. He admits that 
everyday he is able to read a chapter. 

“This book is a great book and it hap- 
pens to be a part of my library." 

For Dr Munroe “books are the 
source of life, one book can change a 
life. Books hold the ideas of past, pre- 
sent and future”. He believes strong- 
ly that books indeed have the power 
to change, and he encourages people 
of all different ages to continue read- 
ing. 
“Books hold knowledge, and 

knowledge is power. Young people 
don’t read just to get yourself through 
high school or college, but continue 
reading throughout your life because 
reading can build a nation," he said. 

In our culture some young men 
have the idea that reading takes away 
their masculinity. Dr Munroe 

expresses a different view, and reit- 
erates that the great leaders of this 

world, some of who were men, loved 

to read. “Martin Luther King loved 

to read. Abraham Lincoln who, in 

my opinion, was the best president 

of the United States of America, 

loved to read. In fact, he taught him- 
self how to read. We need to change 

our culture and teach the young peo- 

ple that reading is the key to nation- 
al development.” 

Dr Munroe also believes that 

because some men don't read it 
retards their ability to lead and make 
intelligent decisions. 

'God’s Big Idea' is Dr Munroe’s 
new book which will be released this 
week in 30,000 stores.
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Project Read Bahamas 
EEUU are 

Administrator 

NTERNATIONAL Liter- 

acy Day usually brings 
renewed awareness to 

the literate public about 
those who are unable to 
read, write or solve prob- 
lems involving reading 
and writing. 

At Project Read this day is one of 

reflection or even introspection. We 

think about the millions of non readers 

or low skilled readers in the world, 

but more so those at home, in the 

Bahamas — our families, friends and 

neighbours. Then we think about those 

who can read and write, but who will 

not take the time to either tutor a non- 

reader or give a financial contribution 

to organisations such as Project Read 

to purchase books and other materials 

to help ‘a non-reader become literate. 

Project Read is a not-for-profit 

. organisation that teaches adults and 
teens to read free of charge. It was 

started by the Rotary Club of East 

Nassau in 1991, but is now a fully inde- 

pendent charity incorporated under 

the laws of the Bahamas. Project 

  

Read’s purpose is to enable individu- 

als to acquire the listening, speaking 

and reading skills they need to solve 

the problems they encounter in daily 

life: to take full advantage of oppor- 

tunities in their environment and to 

participate fully in the positive trans- 

formation of theif society. 
According to a recent study by the 

Coalition for Education Reform, more 

than one-third of persons leaving high — 

school this year are illiterate. Present- 

ly, at Project Read there are 40 stu- 

dents waiting for tutors. To become a 

tutor one need only attend an initial 

eight hour workshop followed by 

ongoing seminars to keep up to date. 

There are also other volunteer oppor- 

tunities available. 
Illiteracy does not suggest a lack of 

intelligence. Most people who have 

not learned to read are just as smart as 

or smarter than their peers, but they 

have difficulty learning in conventional 

school settings. 
Do some people go to school on the 

first day bragging about how clever 

they are and how well they will learn 

to read? Do others go to school brag- 

ging how dull they will be in school 

and not learn'to read? No, they do 

not. All five year olds go to school 

with the same thing on their minds, 

lunch and play. However, some learn 

to read in no time at all, alas, others 

leave grade 12 not knowing how to 

read. Unfortunately, the school system 

  
Prashant Ravi/AP Photo 

>> Indian International Literacy Day 

A college student holds a placard advocating literacy 

on the occasion of World Literacy Day in Patna, India, 

Friday, Sept. 8, 2006. 

  

I HAD a motto as a college student...“When I have 

money, I buy books and if any is left I buy food and cloth- 
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There are-two books which had a profound impact on 

Man’s Search for Meaning" by noted psychologist 

1d holocaust survivor Victor Frankl and "Emotional 

lligence" by Daniel Goleman. 
ing is the fundamental process of continuously 

g your depth and breadth of knowledge. It pro- 

mpetitive advantage and prepares you to stand- 

seems helpless to deal with people 

with reading challenges so they fall 

through the proverbial crack. The 

crack quite frequently is criminality. 

In her paper, Illiteracy and Violence: 

Confusion About Cause and Effect, 

Marian Hinds refers to the latest Edu- 

cational Testing Service report, 

“Becoming Literate About Literacy,” 

which opines that wrong assumptions 

are made regarding literacy — and illit- 

eracy — thus, wrong questions are 

asked and failing solutions are offered. 

Because those reporting do not - 

understand what causes illiteracy and 

the cause-effect relationship between 

reading failure and delinquency, they 

report that poverty, homelessness, etc 

cause illiteracy rather than reporting 

the reverse — the true picture is that 

illiteracy causes poverty, drug usage, 

crime, etc. Schools with high expecta- 

tions do teach children to read in spite 

of problems resulting from poverty, 

homelessness, drug addiction, etc. 

Regarding violence and. crime, 

Michael Brunner, a leading US 

Department of Justice official, details 

the link between academic failure and 

delinquency. In his paper, 'Retarding 

America: The Imprisonment of Poten- 

tial', Brunner documents that “this 

link is welded to reading failure,” and 

proposes that “research-based read- 

ing instruction can be used to reduce | 

recidivism and increase employment . 
opportunity for incarcerated juvenile 

offenders.” 
A study by Dennis Hogenson, 

‘Reading Failure and Juvenile Delin- 

quency’, is remarkable both in what 

it did find and what it didn’t find: “the 

present study was unsuccessful in 

attempting to correlate aggression with 

age, family size or number of parents 

present in the home, rural versus 

urban environment, socio-economic 

status, minority group membership, 

religious preference, etc. Only read- 

ing failure was found to correlate with 

aggression in both. populations of 

delinquent boys. — 

“It is possible that reading failure 

is the single most significant factor in 

those forms of delinquency which can 

be described as anti-socially aggres- 

sive: that is, assault, arson, sadistic acts 

directed against peers and siblings, 

major vandalism, etc, said Hogenson. 

Experts such as Dr David Allen, 

psychiatrist, and Dr Elliston Rahming, 

criminologist, have made no secret of 

the fact that there is a correlation 

between delinquency/crime and acad- 

emic failure/inability to read. Carl 

Kline, MD, child and adolescent psy- 

chiatrist internationally and known for 

his expertise in children’s learning dis- 

abilities, states, “every poor reader 

who does not receive appropriate help 

will develop significant emotional 

problems.” He further states that when 

35 per cent of a population is affected 

by a disability, it is an epidemic; and he 
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notes that it “seems likely that 
teenagers who can’t read or spell and 

who consequently hate school are easy 

targets for drug dealers.” 
According to Hinds, “too often the 

public is led to believe that the prob- 

lems keeping children from learning to 

read are not the schools’ fault — that 

instead parents have not given enough 

support, the parents are divorced, 
there is too much TV, etc. However, 

according to Professor Siegfried Engel- 

mann, University of Oregon, in his 

book, 'War Against The Schools Aca- 

demic Child Abuse’, he has declared 

war upon educational practices that 

literally constitute child abuse. 
Professor Engelmann vividly 

explains how irresponsible practices 

have contributed to the paralysis of 

. our school systems and injury to count- 

less school children for decades. In an 

age demanding intellectual proficien- 

cy, the cost to those children and our 

nation — is incalculable. 
As we reflect on this International 

Literacy Day, let us consider the job 

our teacher training institutions are 

doing. If the very foundation of all 

education — reading instruction — is in 

trouble, what can be said about the 
rest of teacher preparation? Let us not 

reinvent the wheel, but rather embrace 

the information already in existence 

and restructure our system to reduce 

our illiteracy rate by at least one third 

within the next decade. 

  

IT'S time for a literacy - 

check...Do you know what ICTs 

are? How about mouse potato? 

Cybersquatting? Cyberphobia? 

Avatar? Webinar? No? Let’s try 

some easier ones...Spyware? Mon- 

degreen? Edamame? Subprime? 

‘ Biodiesel? 
If you are befuddled by any of 

these or the hundreds of other 

words that have been added to our 

English dictionaries since the 1980s, 

you have run smack dab into the 

wall of the new literacies which 

have thrown a spanner in our intel- 

lectual works with a maddening . 

wealth of new words, and dazzling 
and equally confounding new 

means and media for getting our 

message across. 
Literacy has never been a fixed 

quantity, Christopher Columbus’ 

15th century voyages alone would 

have added many new words, con- 

cepts and technologies to challenge 

Europeans, including “tobacco” 

and the notion that ships sailing | 

west were not in danger of falling 

off an edged world. 
If such novelties were hard to 

digest 500 years ago, just think of 

the task confronting those who 

would wish to remain at the fore- 

front of comprehension nowadays. 

In this first decade of the 21st cen- 

tury, abuzz with a wealth of new 

and faster technologies, startling 

scientific discoveries and convo- 

luted geopolitics, literacy has 

picked up its heels and raced past 

the unwary and those to whom 

reading is no more than a distaste- 

ful chore. 
Now that communication satel- 

lites, undersea cable, television, jet 

travel and the Internet bring us 

into close contact with ever increas- 

ing paths of exploration and cul- © 

tures that were once distant and 

dismissible, you can’t just say ‘I can 

read and write’ and leave it at that, 

You will be limiting your oppor- 
tunities for personal and profes- 

sional development and even more, 

shutting yourself away from the 

world of meaning and pleasure that 

reading with comprehension and 

writing with crystal clarity enfold. If 

you are responsible for bringing up 

a child in this age, such retrograde 

thinking tends to condemn all but 

your genius children to the back- 
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ellectual life. Combined with exposure, reading 

ps your critical decision making skills and can 

improve the quality of your ordinary existence. 

  

See 

21st Century Literacies — 
burners of life. 

An article from a publication of 

the International Reading Associ- 

ation makes this notion even clear- 

er and urgent: 
“Consider, for example, the 

changes experienced by students 

who graduate from secondary 

school this year. Their story teach- 

es us an important lesson about 

our literacy future. Many gradu- 

ates started their school career with 

the literacies of paper, pencil, and 

book technologies but will finish 

having encountered the literacies 

demanded by a wide variety of 

information and communication 
technologies (ICTs): Web logs 

(blogs), word processors, video edi- 

tors, World Wide Web browsers, 

Web editors, e-mail, spreadsheets, 

presentation software, instant mes- 

saging, plug-ins for Web.resources, 

listservs, bulletin boards, avatars, 

virtual worlds, and many others. 

"These students experienced 

new literacies at the end of their 

schooling unimagined at the begin- 

. ning. Given the increasingly rapid 

pace of change in the technologies 

of literacy, it is likely that students 

who begin school this year will 

experience even more profound 

changes during their own literacy 

journeys. Moreover, this story will 

| be repeated again and again as new 

generations of students encounter 

yet unimagined ICTs as they move 

through school and develop cur- 

rently unenvisioned new literacies.” 

What can we do to keep our- 

selves, our children and our stu- 

dents literate in the 21st century? 

Donald J Leu et al say that while it 

is clear that many new literacies 

are emerging rapidly, “we believe 

the most essential ones for schools 

to consider cluster around the 

Internet and allow students to 

exploit the extensive ICTs that 

become available in an online, net- 

worked environment. 

"In an information age, we 

believe it becomes essential to pre- 

pare students for these new litera- 

cies because they are central to the 

use of information and. the acqui- 

sition of knowledge. Traditional 

definitions of literacy and literacy 

instruction will be insufficient if we 

seek to provide students with the 

futures they deserve.” 

It is important to begin by under- 

standing the new challenges in 

reading and communicating. It is 

Khaailis 
ROLLE 

     
  

equally important to spend appro- 

priate time and money making cer- 

tain that your home is furnished 

with a wide array of books - books 

for pleasure, reference books - 

access to a computer and the Inter- 

net. But be careful - It is essential 

to arm yourself and your children 

with the knowledge to use them 

properly. It is better to forego the . 

latest branded clothing than to bar 

the door to these important ele- 

ments of personal development. 

Note well, however. You cannot 

only dispel the gloom of ignorance 

in your own home.and hope to 
enjoy a better life. It is important to 

create a literate community. We 

must do more to bring our libraries 

into the 21st century. Donate books 

and equipment; form a library com- 

mittee or book club in your neigh- 
bourhood, company, your associa- 

tion, your fraternity or sorority. 

Make current literacy a criterion 

for climbing the corporate ladders 

under your supervision. 

With radical changes in the 

workplace and international trade, 

confronting and mastering the new 

literacies are important keys to 

achieving and maintaining com- 

petitiveness. So read widely; read 

with a good dictionary handy; read 

constantly; read appreciating that 

you are opening up new doors to 

knowledge and new possibilities of 

success. But more than this, read 

appreciating that there are rewards 

to be pursued that cannot be count- 

ed and to which we cannot attach a 

price tag. 
Literacy, appropriate to the 

times in which we live, is a trea- 

sure to be ardently sought and con- 

stantly enhanced once it lies in our 

grasp. Literacy is a precious gem 

that makes us work continuously 

in order to see and benefit from its 

greatest beauties. If we do not pol- 

ish it all through our lives, its bright 

sparks that illuminate our lives will 

grow dull and our minds will follow 

suit. So let us keep the lamp of lit- 

eracy burning brightly. 

“Toward a Theory of New Lit- 

eracies Emerging From the Inter- 

net and Other Information and 

Communication Technologies”, 

Donald J Leu Jr et al in Theoretical 

Models and Processes of Reading, 

5th Edition. Robert B Ruddell and 

Norman Unrau, editors. April 2004, 

International Reading Association. 
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Ate Ses 
Reading Specialist 
Sts Francis/Joseph Catholic School 

    
ROVIDING the 
best reading 
instruction possi- 

ble for children who are 
struggling academically 
remains a major 
responsibility for educa- 
tors. The Catholic Board 
of Education is aware 
of this and also believes 
that all students need — 
support from home, 
school, church, and 
community to become 
productive and success- 
ful members of society. 
Some students, howev- 
er, require additional 
support that goes 
beyond the ordinary 
instruction received in a 
regular classroom. 
These children are iden- 
tified as having specific 
educational needs. 

> Indonesian International literacy Day 
Indonesian girls spend International Literacy Day reading at the Central 

J akarta Public Library, Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2004, in J akarta, Indonesia. In 

      

    

   

          

   

  

   

    

      

        

     
     

     

                

    

  

Indonesia’s literacy rate is around 87 per cent. 

  

With this in’ mind, the Catholic 
Board of Education has been chart- 
ing a successful path for over five 
years in their Corrective/Remedial — 
Reading Programme which was 
redesigned during the 2005 -2006 . 
school year with the establishment 
of an official Special Education 
Committee made up of counsel- 
lors, reading specialists, staff devel- 
opment instructors and resource 
personnel. 

This. programme caters to chil- 
--. dren with specific reading difficul- 

ties and, for this reason, the pro- 
gramme has been named the Cor- 
rective Reading Programme 

(CRP). 
The goal of CRP is to develop 

the students’ reading skills so that 
they are able to move from the 
frustration level to a reading level 
at which they can profit more read- 
ily from instruction in the regular 
school programme. A variety of 
innovative and workable method- 
ologies are used to ensure that stu- 
dents will improve their educa- 
tional capabilities, so that they can 
move on to become productive cit- 
izens. 

There are presently six Correc- 
tive Reading Resource rooms: four 
in New Providence located at Sts 
Francis and Joseph School, 
Xavier’s Lower School, St Thomas 
More, Our Lady Catholic School 
and a centre each at St Francis de 
Sales in Abaco and Mary Star of 
the Sea in Freeport Grand 
Bahama. 

The advantages of this type of 
programme include: : 

  

   

   

  

   

   

   
     

    

    

    

  

   

  

    

  

    

   

  

      

  

   

  

      

  

   

  

       

      

a country with widespread poverty, the United Nations reports that 

e Students benefiting from spe- 
cific resource support while 
remaining integrated with their 
instructional peers. 

e Reading teachers serving as 
informational. resources -to other 
school personnel, parents and to 

students themselves. 
e Young children with mild, 

though: developing, problems can 
be accommodated so that later, 

severe disorders may be prevented. 

Placement tests are used to assign 
students to the programme. When 
the Corrective Reading Teacher 
determines that the student can 
function at the instructional level, 
the student will be recommended 
to exit the programme. The pro- 
gramme is used for students in 
grades one through six. Class sizes 
range from six to ten students. 
Method of instruction involves 

the use of the Pullout Approach. 
This is based on the concept of, 
“How The Child Learns Best”. It is 
important to note that the goal of 
teaching reading is to create life- 
long, independent readers, writers 

and thinkers. 
As educators, we have the 

responsibility to develop and try as 
many strategies as we can that will 
help us reach these goals. Some of 
the approaches that are used to 
remedy reading difficulties include 
whole language, literature-based, 
phonetic, multisensory (VAKT), 
language experience and the com- 
mon basal reader approach. 

At the heart of any successful . 
programme of this nature you will 

THE TRIBUNE 

ABQUT THE TRIBUNE'S 
NEWSPAPER IN EDUCATION 
LITERACY PROGRAMME 

The Tribune recog- 

nizes its responsibility 

towards an informed 

and literate citizen- 
ship. Our Newspaper 
in Education Literacy 
Programme is an ini- 
tiative to increase 
awareness of the need 
and importance litera- 
cy, and the role it plays 

in developing con- 
structive citizens. We 
are grateful for the 

‘support of the persons 

whose signatures 

appear on this page, 
and those whom we 
profile in this special . 
section commemorat- 

ing International Lit- 
eracy Day. It is one 
indication of their 
commitment to litera- 
cy programmes 

.| nationwide. To learn 

more about The Tri- 
bune's Newspaper in 

_ Education Literacy 
Programme, call 502- 
2350 or e-mail nie@tri- 
bunemedia.net. 

  

The Catholic Board of Education 
Corrective Reading Programme 

faces the challenges head on 
find the teachers. All Corrective 
Reading rooms are operated by 
teachers who are specially trained 
in the delivery of remedial services, 
counselling and special behaviour 
management. These teachers: __ 

¢ Understand the child’s reading 
development. 

e Can understand individual 
reading development and link 
instruction to previous experience. 

e Tailor instruction to meet 
small group and individual needs. 

e Are equipped to use multi 
methods and dynamic instruction- 
al materials in their delivery. 

e Use strong motivational strate- 
gies to foster independent read- 
ing. 

e View themselves as lifelong 
learners. 

A dynamic feature of the pro- 
gramme is the continuos profes- 
sional development of the teachers 
who are in the programme. The 
Reading Teachers Committee 
meets once per month. During this 
time, in a workshop setting, new 
ideas in reading and teaching 
methodologies are shared. It is 
especially impressive as the mem- 
bers themselves are used as the 
presenters and constantly share 
“best practices” with each other in 
order to have uniformity, in con- 

tent and delivery. 
The programme has been expe- 

riencing great success and it is 

hoped that it will be used in other 

schools and tailored to meet the 

needs of each individual school’s 
culture and climate. 

‘OF all those arts in which the wise 
excel, nature’s chief masterpiece is 
writing well.’ 

A 17th century statesman-poet 
called John Sheffield wrote that in an 
essay on poetry. With a single line, he 
claimed his place in every worthwhile 
book of quotations compiled since 
then, and captured the essential truth 
of the literary art. 

For outstanding writing, even more 
so than painting, sculpting or com- 
posing music, can only be produced 

by fine minds. Precise written expres- 
sion, superbly crafted, is - as 
Sheffield wrote - the ultimate gift. 
As The Tribune is in the business of 

producing thousands of words every 
day for public consumption, it recog- 
nises more than most the importance 
of the written word. 

Its editors have to fashion prose 
while working against tight dead- 
lines, conscious that they are pursu- 
ing a perfection that, because of the 
rushed nature of newspapers, they 

may never reach. 
Now The Tribune is searching for 

young writing talent in the hope that 
we can identify the best young jour- 
nalists, novelists, short story writers 
and essayists of the future. 
Every year, The Tribune’s Young 

Writer of the Year will be awarded a 
lasting memento of their success in 
the hope that they can convert their 
talent into a successful writing career. 
Schools will be encouraged to enter 

their star writers and a panel of 

judges - all professional writers - will 
pick the winner based on command 
of language and precision of expres- 
sion. 
There will be two age groups - 

eight to 11, and 12 to 17 - with a spe- 
cial prize for the most promising 
junior writer from the younger 
group. 

e For more details, please contact 
The Tribune’s marketing manager at 
322-1986 or e-mail him at nie@tri- 
bunemedia.net
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| ! Spanish, Language Arts, Social 
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The Wendy’s and Coca Cola Scholarship Program represents a unique opportunity 

for those Bahamian children who are academically gifted, yet whose economic 

situation would ordinarily place a private education beyond their reach, to aspire 

and accomplish their academic goals. The full six-year scholarship is awarded to 

the students who have demonstrated the highest academic excellence throughout 

oe entire primary school ¢ career, in gonjanetior with the greatest financial need. 

Palmdale Petbuaey 

Principal's Award, Honor Roll, 
Certificate of Achievement, Perfect 

Attendance and Prefect. 

Subject Awards received: 
‘Science, Physical Education, 

Language Arts, Spanish, Spelling, 
Reading, Mathematics. 

Will be attending: 
St. Anne’s High School 

I 

aaa Pe a 

a 4.00 G.P.A. from 

Sandilands Primary 

Awards received: 
Honored by the Outstanding 

Student of the Year Foundation, 
Principal's Award, Prefect. 

Subject Awards received: 
Mathematics, Music, Science, 

Studies, Physical Education, General 
Knowledge, and Reading Fluency. 

Will be attending: 
St. Anne’s High School 
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   It’s waaaay hetter than fast food. 
It’s Wendy’ ie 
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