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Murder charge fo 
man wanted in US 

it) ut SWEEPS RSET Shawn Saunders, 
fighting extradition, 
accused of reported 
drive-by shooting 
i By NATARIO McKENZIE 

  

A MAN wanted for extradi- 
tion to the United States as part 
of'an alleged cocaine smuggling 
operation was arraigned in 
Magistrate’s Court yesterday, 
charged with murder and con- 
spiring to commit murder. 
Shawn Saunders, 39, alias 

Shawn Bruey of Flamingo 
Lane, appeared before Magis- 
trate Carolita Bethel at Court 
Eight, Bank Lane, charged with 
the September, 2000, murder of 
Timothy Janson Henfield and 
conspiring to murder his broth- 
er, Marvin Henfield. 

It is alleged that Saunders 

murdered Timothy Henfieid on 
Sunday, September 24, 2000. 
Henfield, 18, was reportedly _ 
gunned down in a drive-by 
shooting. 

It is alleged that Saunders 
conspired to murder Marvin 
Henfield, 32, on Friday, Sep- 
tember 1, 2000. 

Court dockets state that 
Saunders, being concerned with 
another, agreed with a common 
purpose to cause the death of 
Marvin Henfield. Henfield’s 
body, which was reportedly 
burnt beyond recognition, was 
discovered last March in south- 

SEE page 16 

Dwight and Keva Major wait for 
   

trial in Palm Beach County Jail 
@ By KARIN HERIG 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
kherig@tribunemedia.net 

WAITING for their trial to start, Dwight and Keva Major will 
remain incarcerated in Palm Beach County Jail — at least for now. 

The alleged drug conspirator couple had their second day in a 
United States court yesterday as they appeared before Magistrate 
Judge Linnea Johnson for their detention hearing. 

Speaking with The Tribune yesterday from his office in Florida, 
the Majors’ temporary counsel Troy Ferguson said it was stipulat- 
ed that Dwight Major remain in pre-trial detention for now. 

SEE page 16 
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   Non-profit 
organisation 
head fails to 

appear in court 
A WARRANT of arrest 

was issued yesterday for the 
head of a local non-profit 
organisation who failed to 
appear in court on a drug 
charge. 

Police have charged Esau 
Emmaneul McKenzie, 43, with 
supplying dangerous drugs, 
namely marijuana. The offence 
is alleged to have been com- 
mitted on Friday, April 18, 
2008. 

McKenzie was a ‘no show’ at 
Court Eight, Bank Lane, yes- 
terday morning and a warrant 
was issued for his arrest. 

McKenzie, head of Millar’s 
Creek Preservation Group, last 
week claimed that police, 
Defense Force and immigra- 
tion officers used undue force 
during an alleged raid at the 
group’s fund-raiser the previ- 
ous weekend. 

The Millar’s Creek Preserva- 
tion Group is alleging that 
scores of unidentified officers, 
some of whom wore masks, 
invaded an event they had put 
on for the Bahamian and Hait- 
ian community at Millar’s 
Creek, which is off Bacardi 
Road, on Saturday night. 
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   POLICE ARE investigating 
reports of thieves stealing 
gas from vehicles’ petrol 
tanks. 
RISING gas prices are 

being blamed for the latest 
crime wave sweeping Nas- 
sau — theft of petrol from 
cars. 

Police are investigating 
reports of thieves stealing gas 
from the petrol tanks of vehi- 
cles while they are parked. 

Drivers parked across 
from the Commonwealth 
Bank in East Bay Street on 
Thursday evening returned 
to their cars to find the gas 
tanks empty. 

One man, whose car was 
burgled, found thieves had 
tried to pry the car gas tank 
open, but did not succeed in 
siphoning the petrol. | 

He said: “My gas tank was 
open but the gas was still 
there, just the stuff inside my 
car was stolen. 
“When the others came 

back to their cars and were 
trying to start them the gas 
was just gone.” 

Criminals siphon petrol by 
filtering a hosepipe into the 
gas tank and sucking it out 
with their mouth to enforce a 
capillary rise. 

One man who has stolen 
petrol in this way told The 
Tribune that, as a govern- 
ment employee, he stole gas 

SEE page 16 
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Immigration 
officer arrested 
On suspicion of 
bribery — claim 

@ By DENISE MAYCOCK > 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT — Sources claim an 
immigration officer was arrested 
by police on suspicjon of bribery, 
but was released yesterday. 

It was claimed that the officer 
was suspected of asking for and 
receiving money for the release of 
two Haitians. However, up until 
press time yesterday, police were 
silent on the issue. 

According to reliable sources 
who wished to remain anonymous, 
the officer was taken into custody 
last Thursday morning on Grand 
Bahama. 
When The Tribune made 

inquiries yesterday, Asst Director 
of Immigration James Rolle said 
he could not comment and direct- 
ed The Tribune to speak with 
police. 

Chief Supt Basil Rahming, press 
liaison officer, was unavailable for 
comment and did not respond to a 

    

message left at his office yesterday. 
The two Haitian men were said 

to have been arrested on arrival 
from New Providence last week at 
the domestic section at Grand 
Bahama International Airport. 

It was claimed an officer 
demanded $1,000 from the men for 
their release. When they could not 
produce the money, contact was 
made to someone in New Provi- 
dence to transfer the money to 
Grand Bahama, the sources said. 

They claimed the money was 
sent by Western Union and picked 
up by a third party, who allegedly 
delivered the funds in exchange for 
the release of the two Haitians on 
April 24. — 

The sources said the officer was 
in police custody since Thursday 
and was released yesterday. 

Subdivision 
homes invaded 

by poisonous 
centipedes 

f @ By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

POISONOUS centipedes are 

  

~ MISS HEIDI KEMP shows a 
_ reporter from The Tribune a cen- 

invading homes in a Nassau sub- 
division, raising fears about health 
and safety, it emerged yesterday. 

Residents of Stevenson sub- 
division, off Mackey Street, say 
the creatures - some up to eight 
inches long - are infesting their 

tipede she caught in her home. 
Tim Clarke/Tribune staff SEE page 16 

Reflecting on govi's legislative 

agenda after one year in office 
@ By BRENT DEAN 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
bdean@tribunemedia.net 

AFTER one year in office, the 
government's legislative agenda, 
which has been more defined by 
high-profile arguments with the 
opposition rather than impactful 
new laws, has been described as a 
work in progress by some in the 
FNM, and as unresponsive by oth- 
ers in the PLP. 

The May 2 election did not give 
an overwhelming majority to the 
FNM. The party received just 
under 50 per cent of the popular 
vote, winning 23 seats in the 
House. The opposition, who won 
just over 47 per cent of the vote, 
gained 18 seats, a far fall from the 
29 seats it held in the last House. 

With such a narrow margin 
between the two parties, both in 
seats and in the popular vote, the 
government has been unable to 
lead an easy legislative agenda. 

It has been forced to face an 
opposition nearly equal in num- 
bers, who have not willingly 
accepted their role as no longer 
being the government. 

The government thus far has 
spent most of its legislative time 
debating the budget, the mid-term 
budget review and a host of 
spending bills from previous PLP 
budgets. 

Instead of merely passing 
spending bills in the subsequent 
budget after the money has 
already been borrowed and spent, 

SEE page 16 
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Bit\racauccre 
Wanted for questioning over varined | 

robbery, housebreaking claims 

Marvin Keith Roberts 
is wanted by the South- 
eastern Detective Unit 
for questioning in con- 
nection with claims of 
housebreaking and 
armed robbery. 

Roberts, 30, was said 

to be of medium brown 
complexion, five feet, 
eight inches tall. 

He was said to weigh 
160 pounds and be of 
slim build. 

His last known 
address was Malcolm 
Road / Parker Street. 
The police said that 

Roberts is to be consid- 
ered armed and danger- 
ous. 

Marvin ren Roberts 

Anyone with information concerning his whereabouts was 
asked to call the police on: 919/911, 392-4333/4, the Police 
Control Room at 322-3333, Crime Stoppers at 328-8477 or the 
nearest police station.   

Buy? Sell? 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVIST LASHES OUT AT MINISTER 

Anti-porn campaign is 

@ MEGAN REYNOLDS 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

A CHILDRENS activist has 
hit out at the Minister of State 
and Social Development for 
pledging to protect children 
from porn when there is no leg- 
islation to protect them from 
paedophiles. 
FNM Minister Loretta But- 

ler-Turner said she was horri- 
fied by the mobile phone videos 
of school children having sex at 
school to show the graphic 
‘pornography to their peers. 

In light of the videos, brought 
to public attention by The Tri- 
bune, Mrs Butler-Turner said 
her department would orches- 
trate a campaign to prevent chil- 

Expect more from your broker. 

MOV MOL OU eMMO TITLE 

dren from watching pornogra- 
phy on television and the Inter- 
net to stop them from mimick- 
ing the reckless sexual behav- 
iour. 

However, the campaign has 
been dubbed a political farce 
by activist Clever Duncombe, 
from the Bahamian Father’s for 
Children Everywhere cam- 
paign, who has been pushing 
for legislation to protect chil- 
dren from sexual abuse and give 
fathers the right to parent their 
children for five “gruelling” 
years. 

He said: “To say that these 
children are just influenced by 
television is turning a blind eye 

  

to what is really going on in the 
Bahamas. 

“It is more than likely these 
children have been abused, or 

their parents did not provide | 
the guidance they need. We see 
them out there playing these 
things, but they weren’t born 
that way, and whether they. - 
were influenced by their family 
or their peers, the reality is that 
these things do exist.” 

Protection 

Mr Duncombe is putting 
pressure on the government to 

. put new legislation in place to 
protect them from sexual abuse. 

He said: “There is not only 
not enough protection in school, 
there is not enough protection 
at home or in general. There is 
only one way to protect chil- 
dren and that is through legis- 
lation and policies, and these 
need to be enforced.” 

The 200 year old laws that 
are currently in force determine 
the maximum sentence for an 
adult first time offender who 
abuses a child is seven years in 
prison. 

Mr Duncombe insists that 
laws need to be brought into 
line with developed countries 
by enforcing harsh sentences 
for child sexual abuse, intro- 

dubbed a ‘political farce’ 
ducing a sex offenders register, 
crime checks on all adults who 
work with children, and an ear- 
ly warning system for missing 
children, as currently police will 
not search for children until 
they have been missing for 24 
hours. 

Mr Duncombe said: “These 
politicians are talking rhetoric, 
and while we do not have these 
laws in the Bahamas, we have 
no time for rhetoric. 

“Since the FNM came to 
office in May 2007, the number 
of reported child abuse cases 
has continued to escalate. With 
an average of 520 reported cas- 
es a year. 

“Legislation written in 
November 2006 has not yet 
been brought into force, and 
even that is not enough to pro- 
tect them. 

“This is not time to play pol- 
itics, we are losing our children 
and our children are getting 
hurt. 

“Without these laws, people 
are getting frustrated and they 
are taking matters into their 
own hands. 
Minister for Health and 

Social Services, Loretta Butler- 
‘Turner, was unavailable for 
comment yesterday, and her 
under-secretary Alan Strachan, 
failed to return calls from The 
Tribune before press time. 

THE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH EUROPE 

Warning over possible loss of 

Whether you are a new or seasoned investor, 

CFAL offers the most complete brokerage 

service in The Bahamas. 

Call us today. We’ll show you how to get the most out 

of your investments by getting the most out of us. 

CFAL 
Brokerage & Custodial Services | Investment & Corporate Advisory 

Pension Administration | Shareholder Services 

Nassau - T: 242-502-7010 | F: 242-356-3677 
Freeport - T; 242-351-8928 | F: 242-351-4050 

info@cfal.com | www.cfal.com _   
  

foreign investment scrutiny — 
@ By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
alowe@tribunemedia.net 

THE Economic Partnership Agreement with . 
Europe could leave Caribbean countries without 
the ability to make sure foreign investors operate in 
the best interest of the local public. 

A non-governmental organisation warned that if 
they formally sign onto the EPA in its current guise, 
CARICOM states will lose many of their rights to 
scrutinise and regulate projects coming into the 
country. 

Oxfam International scrutinised the deals ini- 
tialled by most CARICOM member states in 
December relating to the liberalisation of service 
industries under the EPA and concluded that 
Caribbean governments "have given up many of 
their remaining rights to limit or screen foreign 
investment and to regulate investors once they estab- 
lish operations." - 

"(The deals) tie the hands of ACP governments, 
forbidding them from using a variety of the trade and 
investment measures that are needed to make open- 
ness work to create decent jobs and livelihoods. 
And they give new rights to European investors at 
the cost of local businesses and public eet 
said the report. 

The Bahamas was not among those states which 
initialled this services element of the EPA at the end 
of 2007, having been granted, along with Haiti, a spe- 
cial concession by the European Commission (EC). 

That concession means that the Bahamas now 
has until June to make its offer in terms of what 
commitments it will make under the EPA in terms 
of liberalising investments and services. 

Yesterday former minister of state for finance 
James Smith said that the Bahamas is fortunate to be 
in a position where it is among the last of the coun- 
tries to make its services offer, as it can learn from 
what is now being said about the deals already ini- 
tialled by other countries. 

"It gives us breathing room to make the necessary 
adjustments," said Mr Smith. 

He added: "If there are any possibilities of pitfalls 
now would be the time to scrutinise very closely 
what part of the economy they wish to liberalise . . . 
(the government) needs to be aware of what is being 
said about the agreement and be on the lookout 
for any possibility of adversely affecting the coun- 

  

try." The Oxfam 
report said that 
while foreign 
investment can 
be to the advan- 
tage of a country, 
creating "decent 
jobs", facilitating 
knowledge trans- 
fers and provid- 
ing “capital when 

F it is scarce" 
ensuring such 

quality from for- 
eign investment "often requires the use of perfor- . 
mance requirements." 

With this in mind, the NGO warns that if the 
deals proceed without adjustment "many govern- 
ments will no longer be able to limit the participa- 
tion of foreign firms or apply performance require- 
ments, including requiring European companies to 

Zhivargo Laing 

_ employ local personnel, or enter joint ventures." 
This is just one of many reasons cited in their 

report, entitled "Partnership or power play?" sup- 
porting the NGO’s call for the EU and ACP states 
to renegotiate the "unfair" EPA agreements before 
they become legally binding, or else go on to put the 
future development of the 76 ACP states at risk. The 
study is highly critical of the deals currently on the 
table, saying that while the EU’s original stated 
intention was to "promote poverty reduction, sus- 
tainable development and the gradual integration of 
ACP countries into the world economy" the deals in 
their current form “not only fall short of this aim but 

‘in some areas undermine it." 
Oxfam claims that the deals that exist are the 

result of Europe having chosen "power politics over 
partnership" in its negotiations with the ACP coun- 
tries. "Rather than development needs of ACP 
countries, the texts tend to reflect negotiating capac- 
ity and EU interests," said the report. 

The-Tribune sought comment from minister for 
state for finance Zhivargo Laing on the issue yes- 
terday but as Mr Laing had yet to see a copy of the 
report he said he would reserve comment until a lat- 
er date. According to its website, Oxfam Interna- 
tional is a "confederation of 13 organisations work- 
ing together with over 3,000 partners in more than 
100 countries to find lasting solutions to poverty 
and injustice.” 

Our wraps are made with tender, 

center cut chicken breast.
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Grievous hart 
complaint / ~ 
investigated 
@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport 
Reporter . 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - Grand } 
Bahama Police are investigat- : 
ing a grievous harm complaint } 
in which a 25-year-old man : 
reported being attacked bya : 
group of men at the Interna- : 
tional Bazaar. 

According to Loretta Mack- : 
ey, assistant press liaison offi- } 
cer, police officers went to the ; 

   

“Bahamas ‘backward | 
claim after court decision 

THE Bahamas has been depict- 
ed as a “backward country” as a 
result of last week’s court decision 
to clear three men charged in con- 
nection with the Paradise Island 
toddler tragedy. 

Readers of the London Daily 
Mail and other British newspapers 
hit back furiously when they heard 
of the acquittal, urging potential 
tourists to stay away from Nassau. 

One said: “Vote with your feet 
and avoid these backward, igno- 
rant countries.” 

A Birmingham reader said: 
“Brits should boycott The 
Bahamas as a holiday destination 
if neither safety and justice can be 
properly guaranteed.” 

A Welsh woman added: “I 
would never take my children 

there.” 
Anda vender called George 

from Luton said: “Having spent 
some time in the Bahamas I can 
vouch for the fact that it is a long 
way from a tropical paradise.” 

Justice Elliot Lockhart direct- 
ed the jury to atquit three defen- 
dants on manslaughter charges 
after hearing evidence and defence 
submissions in the case. He said 
there was insufficient evidence of 
negligence. 

The British toddler, Paul Gal- 

lagher Jnr., was fatally injured 
when an out-of-control speedboat 
careered up Cabbage Beach and 
struck his pushchair during a 1am- 
ily holiday in 2002. His parents 
battled for six years to get a hear- 
ing before the Bahamas courts. 

’ 
- The case was widely reported 

in the British press. And reaction 
to the verdict was extremely hos- 
tile, countering expensive promo- 
tional efforts to generate more 
Bahamas tourism business from 
the UK and Europe. 

The Gallaghers invested their 
£50,000 ($100,000) life savings in 
their fight for justice, but all to no 
avail. 

Angry readers urged Hailey 
Brits to boycott the Bahamas to 
show “fierce disapproval”, with 
some expressing hopes that 
tourism figures would fall. 

Last week, several Bahamians 
also expressed dissatisfaction, 
claiming the Bahamas had again 
been exposed to international 
shame. 

AW . 

Rand Memorial Hospital after 

viGimon andes". Cynthia Pratt tight-lipped on successor ‘choice’ 
hospital, they saw the victim, EI By ALISON LOWE 

who is a resident of Lucaya, : 
suffering from a wound to the i Maeda ena 

The man told police that he : CYNTHIA Mother Pratt revealed yes- 
was in the area of The Per- :  terday that there is an individual who | 
fume Factory when a group : she favours to follow in her footsteps as 
of men he recognised attacked : MP for St Cecilia — but she is keeping her 
and beat him about the body. : _ lips sealed for the moment. 

He said one of the men was : Mrs Pratt said that while she does have [ 
armed with a shotgun and hit ; “her choice” of who she would most like 
him on the lower lip. ; to see run in the next election on the 

Ms Mackey said officers of } PLP ticket, she “is not really interested in 
the Central Detective Unit are : speaking about that at this point” because MEW are who announced that he had officially 

conducted further investiga- ; she is “not interested in causing any rift.” joined the party last year. 

tions into the matter. : “The party decides who the next candidate will Mr Moss, so far the only person to have spoken 

, be,” said Mrs Pratt. openly about his desire to run in Mrs Pratt’s wake, has 

Arrest in “Obviously people are trying to make something __ said of his intentions: “I believe I will be successful. 

She made the announcement of her 
intention not to offer herself in the next 
election during her speech to the 
party faithful on the opening night of the 
event. 

PLP leader Perry Christie suggested at 
that time that there would be party elec- 
tions to determine a successor to chal- 
lenge the seat for the party “soon”. 

Meanwhile, several potential con- 
tenders have indicated their desire to 
throw their hats into the ring, including 
attorney and businessman Paul Moss, 

  
ONLY    

Established in 1956 by an old Bahamian family 

out of nothing and I am not going to get involved in “No doubt the party needs the kind of things that = 

that. What I will continue to do is to work hardtohelp _ persons like me can deliver. That is leadership, expe- BayPar!l Bldg. - Parliament St. 

these people and make their lives better,” she added. _rience and wisdom to assist in the growth of this coun- oe Telephone: 322-8393 or 328-7157 ae: 

“Mother” Pratt put to bed speculation that she a ‘    

  

   

  

a a ‘ i may stand for a fourth term in the St Cecilia con- Meanwhile, businesswoman Paulette Zonicle has a 

with firearm i stituency in mid-February, during the last PLP con- _also indicated an interest in representing the con- e-mail: www.colesofnassau.com ° P.O. Box N-121 

? vention. stituency. 

discovery 
POLICE arrested a 27- 

year-old man in connection 
Subway branch closed until further 

. ° = 
. 

withthe dscoveryofa’ tice after weekend armed robbery 
‘Bazaar. : : : Mm By TANEKA THOMPSON 

Assistant Superintendent Tribune Staff Reporter 

Loretta Mackey said offi- tthompson@tribunemedia.net 
cers were on patrol in the SS ep 
area of La-kaye Barbershop : 
at about 2.55am. i 

After a conducting a 
search, the officers seized a 

Wong said he has accepted that rob- 
‘beries are part of the territory of 
owning a small business, but added 

- that he has resisted employing an 
SUBWAY’S Madeira Street loca- armed security guard. 

tion will remain closed until further "My problem is I've always been 

notice “to attend to the emotional against (armed) security guards 

L a : needs of its staff” following the especially for stores on Bay Street 

P-11 calibre 9mm Luger pis- brazen daylight armed robbery in _ because I don't think a customer 
tol along with one magazine” : ~~ which a customer was shot and _ should have to walk around a pit 

containing eight live rounds  ~ killed. bull in the store and I am very 
of ammunition. ; The restaurant’s management opposed to firearms because all you 

The man who was taken issued a statement yesterday do is encourage a shoot-out and I 

into custody is currently expressing sympathy with the fami- don’t want to risk the comfort of 

helping police with their ly of the victim, Hubert Winters, 63. _ staff and customers. 

investigation. The father of six was shot twice "What it boils down to is we've 
while standing in line waiting tobe _ sort of accepted that this is a part of 

life in the country unless we get a ——- ~ £  served. 
i injure i Said the statement: "The man- some changes from the very top. 

3 e agement and staff of Subway Unless the changes come from all ¢ Red and White Carnations for Corsages 4 S$ 

Restaurant would like toextendits different directions we willsee more 
in accigen © White Gloves starting at 

    

% OFF ENTIRE 
STOCK OF WHITE FABRIC 

Take 20% OFF White: | “ats off to the Ladies: 
Crepe Backed Satin, Lamour New white and pastel hats for. 

7 . Mother's Day 
Heavily Embroidered Eyelet, Lace, 
Ramie Linen, Poplin, Brocade & Silk Decorated and Undecorated. 

     

  

   

   

    

   

          

    

deepest sympathy, prayers andcon- of the same". 
dolences to the bereaved family fol- Joe Mei, manager of Lucky's 
lowing Saturday’s tragic event. Food Store on Market Street, thinks 

"While the investigation remains _ stricter laws are needed to make 
ongoing we will continue to offer would-be thieves think twice. 

New Pearl Necklace Sets____ 

Giant Mother's Day Cards from __    AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD our full and total support to the His store was hit about three ° 
child who lost consciousness : police and will refrain from making weeks ago by two armed robbers, Potted Orchids Gad Roses, have to touch 
after falling offthe rearofa any further publicstatement at this one armed with a machine gun. ® New Candle sets, Mugs Mother's D 
pick-up truck in Abaco over : time.” "Here it is that we are working 
the weekend is listed in sta- Customers and employees were « hard. to try and offer the public 

ble condition at a Nassau ? shocked when a gunman burst into _ products at the lowest prices possi- 

hospital. : the restaurant, waving a sub- ble but when we get hit and hit 

_ Ataround6pmon April : machine gun and demanding cash. _ again it makes it much harder for us 

26, officers at the Marsh An off-duty police officer having _ to survive. 

Harbor Police Station lunch at the time attempted to dis- "The laws are not strict enough, 

received information that an arm the robber, and during the scuf- there's. not enough punishment to 

accident had just occurred in fle two shots were fired hitting Win- _ make people think twice about com- 
the area of The Mudd, in ters. mitting these crimes,” he said. 

which a child was injured. a died at the scene. 
According to initial olice have reported a number 

ta sorts: Shitel Sawtell 397 of of recent incidents involving thieves 
Pigeon Pea wad driving 4 armed with machine guns who tar- 
white 1992 Chevy pick-up get low-security convenience stores 

; d t ts duri daylight 
truck when thé eight-year- fone AU EAUES CUE Saye 

old attempted to hop onto Chief Superintendent Glenn 
ORATING 

the rear of the moving vehi- : Miller said while the suspect in Sat- 
cle. : urday's shooting is still at large, 

Assistant Superintendent police are following some leads. 
Loretta Mackey said the: : Mr Miller he did not want to aS 
child lost his balance fell and : jeopardize the investigation by com- 

struck his head. : menting further. . 1( 

The victim was taken to i F When asked if police think there ‘ he 

New Providence on Sunday; 18a reason for the proliferation of 

afternoon for medical atten- : armed robberies perpetrated with 
tion and is listed in stable machine guns, he said: “We’ve seen 

machine guns popping up sporadi- 
cally over time. They are not easier 
to get — that might just be the 
weapon they put their hands on.” 

Two weeks ago, downtown food- 
: store A Wong and Son was hit by a 

FOR 3.IN 1 LAWN SERVICE meetin oye ities oneee ue 
alieor FE ae ed two shots at employees before 
ed Be LC making off with an ‘indetermined 
Pest Control amount of cash. 

The gunman escaped on foot. 

condition at the Princess 
Margaret Hospital. : 

' Investigations are continu- 
ing into the accident 

STORE HOURS: 
Monday - Saturday 
8:30am - 5:30pm 

ny Cee Ory 
EYAL Yesterday store owner Eric 

  

BILLY’S DREAM 
STILL ALIVE 

CARPET, FURNITURE, MARBLE & TILE CARE 
THE Most THOROUGH RESTORATION & CLEANING EVER, OR THE Jos IS Free! 

NASSAU’S ONLY PROFESSIONAL, CERTIFIED STONE CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CARE SYSTEMS. 

        
   

Carpet, Upholstery, Stone and Mable Cleaning & 
Restoration Specialist.           

   Prochem Cleaning Systems removes Deep & Heavy 
Soil, Bacteria, Grease, Watermarks and Stains from 
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The disturbing rise of daylight crime 
THE killing of an innocent bystander dur- 

ing a robbery in a Nassau restaurant over 
the weekend will remind Bahamians once 
again that, contrary to the complacent views 

, of some politicians, crime in The Bahamas is 
' not confined to drug dealers and jailbirds. 

The lunchtime shooting of taxi-driver and 
father-of-six Hubert Winters, 63, while he 
was queuing for food in a Subway eatery is 
further evidence that every one of us is at 
risk as violent crime spins out of control in 
this country. 

Mr Winters just happened to be in the 
wrong place at the wrong time when a gun- 
man entered the premises and began 
demanding money from customers and staff. 
Two bullets struck him dead as the gunman 
struggled with an off-duty policeman who 
tried to disarm him. 

All those who witnessed this tragedy were 
left traumatised. Shocked crowds gathered 
round the restaurant as Mr Winters’ body 
was carried away. “There but for the grace of 
God...” they must have been muttering as 
the latest sickening gun tragedy in Nassau 
was being played out. . 

The death of Mr Winters is, of course, just 
one of several crimes carried out since the 
beginning of the year. which indicate that 
wrongdoing in this country is breaking new 
bounds. Until a year or two ago, there may 
have been some justification for thinking that 
most crimes did, indeed, involve drug dealers, 
hardened criminals and the like who were in 
the process of eliminating each other over 
deals gone wrong or out of revenge. 

There was an unspoken rule that if we 
mixed in our own circles, confined our move- 
ments to certain areas, and stayed indoors 
after a particular time, then we would be rel- 
atively safe from the wilder elements in 
Bahamian society. 

In recent months, however, the brazen 
effrontery of criminals acting in broad day- 
light must make every one of us ponder the 
harsh reality. We are all potential targets, 
and we can be hit as we go about our pleasure 
or business, whether it be breakfast, lunch 
or teatime. 

The killing of a schoolboy in Bay Street a 
few months ago was described by The Tri- 
bune at the time as “a new low” in this coun- 
try’s descent into lawlessness. This innocent 
teenager just happened to be standing, like 
the unfortunate Mr Winters, in the wrong 
spot when he was struck in the chest by a’ 

stray bullet. Not long afterwards, an elderly 
Bahamian woman was struck four times over 
the head with a steel wrench as she prepared 
to enter her car in Parliament Street. 
Once‘ again this was a daylight robbery, 

committed in front of scores of tourists, right 

in the heart of Nassau’s main shopping dis- 
trict. Visitors stood shocked as the victim’s 
blood spilled into the gutter. 
Two weeks ago, a robber armed with a 

machine-gun fired off rounds inside an East 
Bay Street grocery store, terrorising staff and 
customers in yet another daytime raid. 
And last week, a Haitian worker was 

robbed of $200 by two masked gunmen as he 
stood in Shirley Street at Spm waiting for a jit- 
ney. His loss represented almost a full week’s 
wages. Only a few days before that, a 
Jamaican woman was wrestled to the ground 
in the same street by a man who fled with her 
handbag. Again, this was not an after-dark 
attack - it was carried out at a time when she 
had a reasonable expectation of feeling safe. 

Daylight crime is no longer exceptional: it 
is becoming so commonplace that every one 
us needs to be on guard against the increas- 
ingly desperate men who put our lives and 
property in peril. 

With the economy slowing, and jobs 
become scarcer, it is likely that theft will 

increase in the coming months. Bahamians 
traditionally spend to the hilt in good times, 
even to the extent of borrowing heavily, leav- 
ing themselves badly exposed when things 
get rough. It is at such times that gun crime 
rockets and ordinary people feel endangered. 

With the national economy now under 
pressure, food prices rising, and mortgages.to 
pay, it is likely that those of criminal inclina- 
tions on the edge of insolvency will find 
unlawful ways to pay their way. 

It is unnerving to hear that “soft” targets 
like fast-food restaurants and convenience 
stores are now seen by the bandits as the 
most productive sources of easy money. For 
these are precisely the places we all frequent 
as we go about our daily lives. 

John Donne’s memorable line - “Ask not 
‘ for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee” - is 

one that should make us all think about 
where our country is going, and whether we 
are safe in it. For Hubert Winters, the routine 
act of buying a lunchtime sandwich became a 
death sentence. It is a chilling, distressing — 
and appalling thought that he should meet his 
end in such a random way.      
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School violence 
linked to bad 
parenting and 

the media 
- EDITOR, The Tribune. 

SCHOOL violence has high- 
ly escalated in the Bahamas so 
much so that it has caused many 
to question why children go to 
school. Students have been 
involved in so many controver- 
sies, that it resulted in students 
being injured and stabbed to 
death. In The Tribune of Sep- 
tember 12, there was a report 
of a stabbing of a student at A F 
Adderley junior high school. 
On September 14, there was 
another report of a stabbing at 
the C I Gibson senior high 
school. In that same edition of 
The Tribune there was a report 
of a principal and vice princi- 
pal of a high school in Eleuthera 
resigning in protest because a 
student who was suspended 
because he was “violent, aggres- 
sive and posed a danger to the 
staff and students” was rein- 
stated after “the mother of the 
boy complained to the new 
FNM government.” The gov- 
ernment's response was that 
“the principal had failed to 
adhere to the policies and reg- 
ulations as outlined in the 
school manual.” 

For this year, the first mur- 
der involved a C R Walker 
twelfth grader being killed in a 
drive-by shoot out on Freder- 
ick Street; the other involved a 
C C Sweeting twelfth grader, 
Rico Farrington who was 17 
years of age, being stabbed on 
the school’s campus by two oth- 
er school boys; one occurred in 
CV Bethel Senior High School 
where another 17-year-old boy 
was stabbed during a fight and 
died on Thursday. Recently, 
there was a violent eruption 
between students at D W Davis 
Junior High School last week 
Thursday. Apparently the ninth 
graders were in a study period 
for the Bahamas Junior Certifi- 
cate Examinations (BJC) inside 
the school gymnasium yester- 
day. Frankly, the other grades 
used the time to retaliate with 
other gang members, stemming 
from incidents that may have 
occurred in their community. 
The altercation between the 
intruders and the students even- 
tually resulted in the entire 
school being closed for the day. 
Administrators quickly ‘placed 
the school on lock down and 
after a semblance of order was 
restored, the students were dis- 
missed. The fight broke out 
between two ninth graders. The 
situation escalated when the 
ninth graders started attacking 
each other with rocks and pipes. 
This altercation resulted in two . 
boys being injured and several 
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teenagers taken into police cus- 
tody...Ironically last week 
Thursday’s incident happened 
during the time when the staff 
of Her Majesty’s Prison was on 
the campus attending an at risk 
youth programme. “Things 
were really out of control here. 
We have an outreach pro- 
gramme at the prison where we 
are going into the schools to 
help deal with the school vio- 
lence and as a result of the vio- 
lence we set up an outreach 
project with some. of the 
schools,” reported Corporal 
George Bodie from Her 
Majesty’s Prison. 

Also, there was an alterca- 
tion on the school’s campus of 
Government High school, on 
last week Friday afternoon. This 
was so intense that police were 
called to the school and the 
altercation spread to the neigh- 
bourhood of Yellow Elder. 

Consequently, with regards 
to the recent school violence, I 
find it to be. despicable by all 
means, concerning the violence 
that has occurred in our schools 
recently. It seems that the 
Bahamian students want to set a 
record in the Bahamas. 

However, a major factor con- 
tributing to school violence is 
bad parenting, as more and 
more parents are working out- 
side of their homes, leaving 
their children with lack of 
parental supervision. Many par- 
ents today fail to provide disci- 

‘ pline and the right moral val- 
ues in their children’s lives 
which give children the oppor- 
tunity to freely to do as they 
please. For example, whenever 
there is a dispute today, chil- 
dren feel they should settle it 
by fighting, and in some cases 
stabbing the other individual. 
It is not like the old days, where 
children adhered to discipline 
and respected their teachers and 
principals, because they have 
parents who come to ‘school, 
ready to openly start an argu- 
ment and in some cases a fight 
with teachers. In essence, if a 
child, especially one in their 
teens sees his mother or father 
always ready to tackle people 
without using any form of rea- 
soning, then the child will auto- 
matically assume that is the way 
he/she should be. Therefore, 
some students come to school 
pumped up and hostile each day 
just looking for trouble. Also 
parents are the reason that it is 
necessary to have police offi- 
cers guarding children in the 
school environment, because of 
their failure to instil discipline 
and proper training in their chil- 
dren’s lives. As the Bible states, 
“Train a child in the way he 
should go and when he is old 
he will not depart from it.” Par- 
ents must properly train their 
children the right morals and 
values today, for them to carry 
it out throughout their lives free 
from violent acts. We must be 
aware that, many of this vio- 
lence happened in the public 
schools. I believe that if students 
had to pay for their school fees 
they would have not been acting 
in such a manner, because their 
parents would make sure their 
children are learning. 
Another factor that con- 

tributes to the recent contro- 
versies in the public schools is 
the influence of the media on 
children’s lives. It can be confi- 
dently surmised that most of 
our young people spend several 
hours every day watching tele- 
vision, sometimes turning it to 
those channels which feature 
very violent scenes. Yes, it has 
to be admitted that there are 
far too many of our young peo- 
ple who spend much of their 
time watching violent films on 
television. The valuable time, 
which should be devoted to 
homework, is consumed watch- 

ing television shows, often with 
an inordinate amount of violent 
and sexually enticing scenes. 
This cannot be for the good of 
the youth, especially those in 
our schools. 

Children who watch violent 
films on television every day 
should instead be doing some- 
thing else productive like home- 
work or studying to reinforce 
their learning abilities. Statis- 

tics have shown that the average 
child spends 64 per cent of his 
time watching TV. By age 14, 
he will have seen 18,000 mur- 
ders on television. It has been 
proven that by age 17, he will 
have viewed some 350,000 com- 
mercials many of which extol 
the virtues of alcohol, sex and 
party time. In this course of his 
lifetime the TV set will have 
accounted for and consumed 
the better part of ten to twelve 

" years of his time. The television 
is a powerful teacher and per- 
petrator of an increase in indi- 
vidual and collective violence. 
With children so interested in 
what they see on the television 
they want to do the same thing 
and it affects their daily lives. 
Parents should not allow their 
children to watch pictures that 
have a bad influence and affect 
their lives, but rather learning 
programmes such as the Dis- 
covery channel. 

Finally, during the many 
recent controversies in the 
schools today, students’ atti- 
tudes have not shown any real 
sign that they want to try to pre- 
vent and stop the violence. The 
students have only shown a 
sadistic manner in the recent © 
controversies in thé schools. 
Moreover, their attitude 
towards violence has helped to 
contribute to the violence in the 
schools. The saddest thing 
about the violence is that stu- 
dents talk about such events 
with excitement and envy, as if 
it were a pay-per-view special 
event. Students and parents 
have become accustomed to lit- 
tle or no punishment for the 
child’s unacceptable behaviour. 
Students will fight only to please 
others, especially males who 
want to show their friends how 
manly they are and others place 
it on websites such as on ‘You 
Tube’ for others to view as an 
enjoyment. Furthermore, chil- 
dren are no longer afraid to 
come home and tell their par- 
ents how they “slapped down” 
-someone’s child or how they 
insulted a teacher. Back then 
no child could have approached 
their parents about what they 
did to someone else’s child or 
else they would have been seri- 
ously punished. 

In order to reduce school vio- 
lence, in the Bahamian educa- 
tional system, the government 
must try to tackle and solve the 
bad parenting in the homes 
today by getting more parents 
involved in Parents Teachers 
Association (PTA) meetings at 
school. Parents must know that 
these PTA meetings are for 
them and their children’s bene- 
fit. However, the school must 
initiate a policy where parents 
who fail to instil discipline in 
their children must face some 
consequences along the line 
with their children. For example 
if their children commit an 
offence, it should be mandatory 
for the parent and the student 
to attend a week of counseling 
where they are made to under- 
stand the impact of the child’s 
action and penalties for the 
future. The idea is to create a 
deterrent by encouraging stu- 
dents to be more responsible, 
obedient and courteous, and 
likewise forcing slack, irrespon- 
sible parents to get more 
involved with the affairs of their 
children. It is also recommend- 
ed that the government must 
again recruit truancy officers 
and observers, who would 
ensure that students attend 
school, implement policies to 
ensure that all schools are free 
of violence. Most importantly, 
children must learn to attend 
church and stop from hanging 
on the block on Sunday morn- 
ing. They must go to church to 
hear God’s word and what He 
will like for them to do, in order 
to be good young males and 
females. Excellence in Educa- 
tion must be restored. It is our 
national imperative to educate 
our nation. Cooperation with 
social partners must be estab- 
lished so as to insist that all par- 
ents play a meaningful role in 
disciplining their children. I 
believe that education serves as 
the gateway to many opportu- 
nities in life and is the only 
equalizer for economic and gen- 
eral advancement. 

SHAVADO GIBSON 
Nassau 
April 9, 2008.
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Dolphin dies 
after aerial 

collision at 

Florida park 
@ ORLANDO, Fla. 

A 30-YEAR-OLD dol- 
phin named Sharky died 
over.the weekend at Dis- 
covery Cove after collid- 
ing with another dolphin 
during a guest interaction 
programme, according to 

Associated Press. 
About 32 visitors were 

in the lagoon Saturday 
afternoon interacting with 
four dolphins when 
Sharky and another ani- 
mal,swam into the deeper 
center and leapt from the 
water, park spokeswoman 
Becca Bides said Monday. 

The two collided and 
Sharky died, she said. The 
other dolphin appears to 
be uninjured but is being 
monitored. 

“This is a very unfortu- 
nate and very rare inci- 
dent,” Bides said. 

It was the first fatal acci- 
dental death of a dolphin 
since the park opened 
eight years ago. Located 
across from its sister park, 
SeaWorld, Discovery 

Cove offers visitors the 
opportunity to swim with 
dolphins, rays and tropical 

. fish. 
The lagoon is about 175 

feet long and 75 feet wide.. 
Guests were gathered 
along the perimeter about 
50 feet away in hip-deep 
water when the dolphins 
collided in the center, 
which is about 9 feet deep, 
Bides said. 

A necropsy was per- 
formed on Sunday, and 
while officials say she died 
from the collision, an 
exact cause of death was 
not immediately known. 

Park officials were 
reviewing their dolphin 
training protocol “to 
ensure that even such a 
random incident like this 
can’t occur: again, c Bides 
said. 

oInbrief Crackdown on two separate 
human smuggling rings 

m@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport 
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - Immigra- 
tion officials have cracked 
down on two separate human 
smuggling rings on Grand 
Bahama — raiding several 
alleged safe houses and 
arresting a number of sus- 
pected illegal immigrants. 
Elkena Bain, officer in 

charge of enforcement in 
Freeport, told The Tribune 
in an exclusive interview that 
nine Jamaicans and six 
Uzbekistanis were taken into 
custody as a result of the 
raids. 
According to Mr Bain, the 

operation was launched after 
authorities were tipped off 
about two groups of alleged 
illegal immigrants awaiting 
transport to the United 
States. He said that such per- 
sons usually pay anywhere 
between $4,000 and $5,000 
for a boat trip to Florida. 

,It was claimed that these 
two groups had been lying 
low in safe houses for three 
weeks and were making. 
preparatory steps to leave 
the island by boat. 

Tragedy 
Despite the tragedy last 

week off Nassau in which 14 
Haitian immigrants were 
drowned, officials say immi- 
grants are still risking their 
lives to get to the US. 
Mr Bain said that these 

smuggling operations are 
becoming very well planned 
as safe houses are being 
established at reputable 
establishments on Grand 
Bahama. 
“What we are finding is 

that these safe houses are 
being set up at condomini- 
ums and motels,” he said, 
adding that apartment units 
are.also, being rented by 
Bahamians to. house immi- 
grants until arrangements can 

eee Jamaicans and Uzbekistanis 
are taken into custody © 

EXCLUSIV 

be made to take them by 
boat to Florida. 

“They are not dilowed to 
leave these units and food is 
brought to them by persons 
who are assisting them,” said 
Mr Bain. 
Human smuggling opera- 

tions are said to be concen- 
trated on the northern 
islands, particularly Grand 
Bahama, Bimini and Abaco, 

because of their proximity to 
Florida. 

Immigration raids over the 
past several months have net- 
ted large groups of suspected 
illegal immigrants on Bimi- 
ni. Most have been aban- 
doned there by smugglers 
after paying thousands of 
dollars to go to Florida. Oth- 
ers have been dropped off at 
the island to await further 
transportation by another 
vessel. 
‘Smuggling, the authorities 

noted, is a very lucrative 
business. 

The vessels typically used 
in these operations are go- 
fast boats, and the trips are 
usually made at night. 
However, Mr Bain 

revealed that yachts are also 
now being used during the 
day for illegal smuggling 
operations. 

He said there is no guar- 
antee that smugglers will 
take the immigrants where 
they want to go. 

“We have these guys in go- 
fast boats that see it asa 
money making thing and 
some make promises they 
can not fulfill, but it is very 
dangerous now because peo- 
ple are losing their lives. 

“We want to appeal to the 
families who want to get 
their relatives to the United 
States to go through the right 
procedures because we are 
losing too many lives out 
there on the sea,” he said. 

  

Mr Bain said cracking on 
down illegal smuggling oper- 
ations is‘ very challenging, 
particularly in Grand 
Bahama. He appealed to the 
public to continue to assist. 

Limited 
“The island is so wide and 

we have limited resources 

and manpower to run from 
West End, East End, and 

Eight Mile Rock. So, we are 
really appealing to the public 
and relying on them to assist 
in any way possible by 
calling our hotline or coming 
in and giving information to 
us. 

“The public has been very 
helpful and immigration offi- 
cials are following other 
leads at this time, and we 
have been successful because 
.persons have been calling 
and coming in to report sus- 

picious activity.” 
Mr Bain also warned that 

persons found assisting in 
smuggling operations could 
face severe penalties, includ- 
ing a $5,000 fine and two 
years imprisonment. 
“We have our eyes out on 

these persons,” he said. 
Mr Bain did not say 

whether any Bahamians were 
arrested in connection with 
the latest series of safe house 
raids. 
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PICTURED FROM left are Undersecretary in the Ministry of Health and Social Development, Alan Strachan; 

First Assistant Secretary and Officer in Charge of BWA, Phedra Rahming; representatives of Counter-Traffick- 
‘0 Unit of IOM (Washington), Amy Mahooney and Chissey Mueller; Minister of State for Social Development 
Loretta Butler-Turner and Coordinator, Health Services, Dr Sandra Dean-Patterson. 

Child counter-trafficking 
conference in Bahamas 

lm By MATT MAURA 

CHIUD protection officials from several govern- 
mental and non-governmental agencies met to bring 
“focused attention” to international measures aimed 
at countering the trafficking of children within the 
Caribbean. 

The workshop was sponsored by the Interna- 
tional Organisation for Migration (IOM), based in 
Washington, DC, the Bahamas’ Bureau of Women’s 

Affairs and the Department of Social Services. 
Participants included officials from the. Depart- 

ment of Social Services, the Bureau of Women’s 
Affairs, the Department of Immigration, the Royal 
Bahamas Police Force, the Crisis Centre and a num- 

ber of child protection agencies in the Bahamas 
Minister of State for Social Development Loret- 

ta Butler-Turner said the two-day workshop came at 
an “opportune” time during National Child Protec- 
tion Month. 

Research 
“While the illegal trafficking of children is not 

an issue in the Bahamas, actual research conducted 
on the Bahamas — which was invited to be one of 
seven countries in the region to participate in a pro- 
ject on the trafficking of persons — indicated that the 
Bahamas was fertile for facilitating trafficking in 
human beings,” Mrs Butler-Turner said. 

“This phenomenon may not be a problem in the 
Bahamas at this time, it is an area that should be 
monitored extremely closely,” she added. 

The assessment of the Bahamas as “fertile for 
facilitating the trafficking in human beings” was 
made as a result of the large numbers of illegal 
immigrants that pass through the country, in addition 
to other illegal activities, such as gun and drug traf- 
ficking, which are said to be “ingredients for human 
trafficking.” 

Mrs Butler-Turner said the two-day workshop 
allowed officials to be “proactive” in their approach 
in dealing with the potential for human and 
child/children trafficking, and provided ministry and 

IOM officials with an opportunity to alert, inform, 
advise and talk to the professionals working in these 
areas so that if it does occur, those professionals 
will be able to intervene. 

The minister said the government must ensure 
that child protection officials in the Bahamas are 
“educated and informed about anything that has 
the potential to interfere with the well-being of our 
children.” ~ 

Mrs Butler-Turner said Bahamians have. a legal 
and moral obligation to ensure and promote the 
safety and well-being of children and to respond 
effectively to any form of child mistreatment or 
abuse. 

According to Article 3(a) of the United Nation’s 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffick- 
ing in Persons, Especially Women and Children, 
trafficking in persons means “the recruitment, trans- 
portation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of per- 
sons by means of the threat or use of force or other 

forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of decep- 

tion, of the abuse of power or of a position of vul- 

nerability or of the giving or receiving of payments 
or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 
control over another person for the purpose of 
exploitation.” 

This exploitation includes forced prostitution or 
other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour 
or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, 
servitude, or the removal of organs. 

“Traffickers are usually very clever in recruiting 
persons (and) appear as legitimate businesses offer- 
ing jobs under the guise of model agencies, travel 
agencies, employment companies, baby-sitting ser- 
vices and others,” the minister noted. 

Mrs Butler-Turner said the IOM is partnering 
with the Bureau of Women’s Affairs, the Crisis 
Centre, Department of Immigration-and the Eugene 
Dupuch Legal Aide Clinic to carry out an educa- 
tional campaign “on this most important issue.” 

“Such work must continue. We hope to ensure 
that all persons residing in the Bahamas are aware of 
what trafficking in persons is, where they can seek 
additional information and where they can obtain 
help if required,” she added. 

Environmental group delight 
at US Ambassador statements 
THE environmental group reEarth said it was 

delighted to read statements by new US Ambas- 
sador Ned Siegel on the need for renewable ener- 
gy and caution on LNG. , 

ReEarth said that protecting the environment 
does not stop at the ocean’s edge and that “we 
need to find new, clean energy efficient tech- 
nologies, but more importantly, we have to find 
renewable energy resources.” 

Apart from soaring energy prices created by 
“insatiable” transitional oil corporations, reEarth 
said the somber realities of climate change and sea 
level rise stand to impact the Bahamas in a very 
negative way. 
Approximately 80 per cent of the Bahamas 

landmass is within five feet of average sea level. 
Sea level rise jeopardises the water lense, coastal 
lands and communities. 

According to a World Bank report: "When the 
results are examined at the country level, one 
notes very significant differences within the region 

. .The Bahamas would experience the largest 
percentage of impacted land: even with a three 
feet SLR (sea level rise), approximately 11 per 
cent of the land area of the Bahamas would be 
impacted. This percentage reaches in excess of 60 
per cent under a 15 ft SLR scenario. Cuba and 
Belize would also experience significant impacts, 
albeit at a much reduced scale when compared 
with the Bahamas.” 

The report also indicates that the Bahamas’ 
agricultural ‘land “exhibits the highest impact” 
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The 2008 Carens is an all-new model, only the name of the previ- 

ous model has been retained. Longer, wider and taller than its 

predecessor (by 55, 50 and 40 mm respectively), the latest 

Carens does not share a single panel with the old model and its 

smoother exterior, with elegant detailing, results in significantly 

with a one metre rise in sea level impacting five 
per cent of agricultural lands, and a five metre 
increase impacting almost 40 per cent of agricul- 
tural lands. 

A one metre increase in sea level rise would 
impact almost 20 per cent of the mangrove afeas 
and a five metre increase would impact almost 80 
per cent of mangroves. 

These figures rank the Bahamas as one of the 
most vulnerable countries in the world to sea 
level rise. 

reEarth said siting an liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) terminal in the Bahamas, as has been 
proposed by several international energy com- 
panies, is in direct contradiction to the very 
“wise and welcomed words” expressed in the 
report. 

“The bleak projections in the World Bank 
report should give the Bahamas pause and not 
allowand LNG facility in our country, and the US 
should be responsible and recognise the added 
significant threat to the Bahamas in siting this 
plant here. 

The ... LNG terminal will be burning a fossil 
fuel, which contributes to climate change, and 
the drowning of our nation. 

“Florida (the market the terminal would ser- 
vice) should not take advantage of it’s little neigh- 
bour by foisting this plant on our backs, but rather 
should be capitalising on its touristic name ‘the 
sunshine state’ and go solar and help us get there 
with them,” said reEarth. 
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THE TRIBUNE is spotlighting the inner city neighbourhoods of Nassau to uncov- 

er the untold stories of the characters and personalities who give them their unique 

flavour. This is the second in a special series... 

  

i CATHERINE COOPER 

A passion for delivering a good education 

   

HE years have 
passed, but many 

of the names on the ros- 
ter at Head Start Pre- 
School have stayed the 

same. 
“The adults who passed 

through my school years 
ago, they’re sending their 
children here now,” 

explained its founder, Mrs 
Catherine Cooper. “Our 
reputation of a good edu- 
cation from early child- 
hood has contributed 
much to our success in the 
Grove community.” 

Mrs Cooper, along with 
her husband, started Head 
Start in 1971 because of 
their passion for educa- 
tion, and to help young 
girls in their church who 
dropped out of high school 
and did not have the qual- 
ifications necessary to get 
a job. 

Ms Cooper, 75, who 
lives in Oakes Field, said 
that when the started first 
started most of the stu- 
dents were from the-sur- 
rounding area, so she 
organised a bus pick-up 
service for them. 

ll McPHEE | 

‘People have closed 
their eyes to the truth’ 

  

    

    
    
    
    
      
    
    

    

   

  

     

DIANA FRANCIS 

Started preaching at just 22 
  

    

ITH a legacy of strength in the Grove 
community, Faith Baptist church, 

located on Market Street and Coconut Grove, has 
touched the lives of many through its outreach 
programmes. 

The church has 44-years of reputation for serv- 
ing in the community, and is lead by Senior Pastor 
Earle Francis. His daughter, Reverend Diana 

Francis was ordained in 1999 and started preach- 
ing when she was 22. Mrs Francis told The Tribune 
that at last Sunday’s service, a staff member who 
was once a part of their Urban Renewal Centre 
said, “It’s powerful to see that our pastor is still 
standing strong, and still exemplary in this nation 
and in the country after all these years.” 

Mrs Francis said that it is encouraging to hear 
messages like that from visitors at Faith Baptist, as 
they still “have a few persons that live in the Grove 
who actually still filter into the church.” 

She added that Faith Baptist has a soup kitchen 
that has been going for a little over 10 years. They 
serve those in need on Mondays and Thursdays 
from noon to 1pm. 

Diana Francis 

  

   

  

   

   

   

  

    
   
   

   

     

Hardwood Floor 
Refinishing’, Levi George McPhee 
   

  

    

   

    
   

  

   

     
    
    

  
  

  

PSET at the state of young men in the country, 
Reverend Levi George McPhee said that the 

Bahamas is “messed up because the people have closed 

their eyes to the truth.” 
He blames parents and pastors for not rearing the young 

people properly. 
Reverend McPhee, who was greeted several times by 

people in the street while he spoke to The Tribune, says that 
he was once “the baddest thing in the Grove. 
“When God has turned your life around, you have to 

stand up for the truth. 
“These pastors don’t take time out for the young men in 

their church, and fathers don’t take time out for their sons. 

They rather spend time in the clubs drinking liquor,” he 
said. , 

He added that the ministers of today have’ become too 
comfortable. “They don’t look about soul saving now; 

they’re in the money-making business.” 
Reverend McPhee, who says that he does not have a 

problem with the young men in his neighbourhood, does 
have his lawn chairs chained down to his porch. 

“I do this so that if any of those boys tries to steal them, 
they’ll walk away.” 

He added: “My ministry is to pick up the fallen, feed the 
hungry, give them good counsel, and teach them how to be 
good citizens.” 

  

       

  

Hardwoods Can Last Forever 

Yes, everyone loves a rich, beautiful hardwood floor. And hardwoods truly can last forever 
if they are properly maintained. Other great news is that hardwood floors, when properly 
maintained, are the easiest of aif floor surfaces to keep clean and new looking. 

    

    

   

  

   

    

Dust-Frae Process 

Bridgepoint refinishing process is completely dust free. The process features Bridgepoint 
Wood Products. These fine products are designed to safely clean, repair and refinish your 
floors to a spectacular appearance, Maintenance treatments every 1-3 years, depending on 
traffic Jevels and type of use, will keep your floors looking great for the lifetime of your 
home or business. 

   

    
    
          

     

Daas your floor need ta be rafinished? 

An easy way to tell is if cleaning no longer restores your floors to an acceptable appearance. Besides 
the dull appearance, look for scratches, gouges and separation between boards, Repairing such dam- 
age is also possible, 

Share your news 
The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story. 
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i CALL PROCHEM BAHAMAS 
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li LEONARDO CULMER 

The view of Grove will be reversed 

MONE CoCo OH Lands 

hysician-in-training Leonardo Cul- 
mer has lived here for a year and a 

half, and believes that that view of the Grove 
as a poor area will be reversed in years to 
come. 

According to Mr Culmer, this change in 
mindset has already begun. 

“If you look around the neighbourhood, 
you will see that there are five or six homes 
in a fenced in area,” he explained. “They 
have little behind-the-gate, closed in areas 
right here in the Grove. 

“On one side you’ll see what one would 
assume to be a crack house,” he said. “But 
right next to it, you’ll see this huge beautifully 

‘lf NEYA NEWBOLD 

plated gate, and behind it is a beautiful 
house, nice steel electric gate, with a Mer- 
cedes Benz to pull out. 

“In years to come, more people are going 
to move back in these areas,” Mr Culmer 
predicted. 

He believes that Bahamians are going to 
discover the strategy of buying property in 
such areas at a low price, and then building 
“their own environment.” 

Mr Culmer added that although there are 
many derelict people walking in his neigh- 
bourhood, “disputes and things are not a big 
problem”. 

“They’re not going to commit a crime on 
each other unless there’s a serious vendetta 
going on.” 

‘I learned a lot from Mrs Cooper’ 

ETTING her big break after a rough past, 
Neya Newbold describes herself as “‘one of 

those girls” who benefitted from the Cooper’s con- 
cern. 

She was hired as a teacher at Head Start back in 
2004. 

“I learned a whole lot from Mrs Cooper,” she 
said. “She pointed me in a good direction; she gives 
you a lot of rope before you hang yourself.” 

Wearing a grin, she added, “I have a little boy who 
goes here, and I enjoy coming to work, I look for- 
ward to waking up in/the morning and coming to 
school.” 

Neya Newbold 

Thirty-two year old Newbold says that her moth- 
er, also a teacher at the school, introduced her to the 
profession. “I’ve been doing it now for nine years, I 
love it, and the children make me laugh.” 
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li ROSE McKENZIE 

Sa) alan 
PIKMIN eco 

years 

EVENTY- 
FOUR year 

old Rose McKenzie 
has lived in the 
Grove for 33 years, 
and is still plaiting 
straw goods for pur- 
chase, as she has 
since she was a girl. 

Rose grew up in 
Exuma, and learned 
the craft from her 
mother. 
“You'can tell I 

enjoy doing this, 
because I in the hot 
sun,” she laughed. 

“The old people 
always used to say, 

you better have that 
plait right,” she said. 
And the those 

words from her 
mother and others 
have paid off in the 
long.run, she said. 

Mrs McKenzie 
gives her crafts to her 
sister, who sells the 
items on Paradise 
Island. 

She showed The 
Tribune straw mats, 
handbags, and other 
knick-knacks that she 
has put together. 

“Only me one do 
all the plaiting,” she 
said. 

“T stay up late in 
the night sometimes 
after one o’ clock, 
watching the TV and 
plaiting.” Rose McKenzie   
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Human trafficking is a 
modern form of slavery 
@ By ADRIAN GIBSON 

ajbahama@hotmail.com 

HE discovery of the bod- 
ies of immigrants in 

Bahamian waters near the Berry 
Islands and recently off South 
Beach indicates that The 
Bahamas has become a major 
transshipment point for ruthless 
human smugglers/traffickers. 

The Bahamas’ close proximity 
to the US — 50 miles off south- 
east Florida — makes it a key 
transit route for smuggling and 
trafficking illegal human cargo 
into the United States. These 
days, well-structured transna- 
tional cartels operate in the 
Caribbean (even The Bahamas) 
and profitably haul human beings 
across international borders, pri- 
marily on cargo ships, and go-fast 
and fishing boats. 

According to Wikipedia, an 
online encyclopedia, there’s a dis- 
similarity between human traf- 
ficking and people smuggling. 
People smuggling refers to when 
persons voluntarily seek out 
smugglers, pay fees for their ser- 
vices and are usually free upon 
arrival at their destination. On 
many occasions, this is the most 
common form of illegal migra- 
tion to the Bahamas, particularly 
as Haitians, Cubans and other 
illegal immigrants reportedly pay 
excessive amounts to have rela- 
tives or themselves smuggled here 
or to the US. On the other hand, 

YOUNG MAN’S VIEW 
aN 

human trafficking typically 
‘involves the enslavement of 
migrants, who are sometimes 

deceitfully bonded with trumped- 
up debt and are cruelly subjugat- 
ed. 

The United Nations, in its Pro- 
tocol to Prevent Suppress. and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
states that: 

“Trafficking in persons shall 
mean the recruitment, trans- 
portation, transfer, harbouring or 
receipt of persons, by means of 
the threat or use of force or other 
forms of coercion, of abduction, 

of fraud, of deception, of the 
abuse of power or of a position of 
vulnerability or of the giving or 
receiving of payments or bene- 
fits to achieve the consent of a 
person having control over anoth- 
er person, for the purpose of 
exploitation. Exploitation shall 
include, at a minimum, the 
exploitation of the prostitution of 
others or other forms of sexual 
exploitation, forced labour or ser- 
vices, slavery or practices similar 
to slavery, servitude or the 
removal of organs...” 

Further, Wikipedia asserts: 
“Victims are sometimes tricked 

GIBSON 

  

and lured by false promises or 
physically forced. Some traffick- 
ers use coercive and manipula- 
tive tactics, including deception, 
intimidation, feigned love, isola- 
tion, threat and use of physical 
force, debt bondage, other abuse, 
or even force-feeding with drugs 
to control their victims. People 
who are seeking entry to other 
countries may.be picked up by 
traffickers, and misled into think- 
ing that they will be free after 
being smuggled across the bor- 
der. In some cases, they are cap- 
tured through slave raiding, 
although this is increasingly rare.” 

Le: there have been 
instances where migrants 

have claimed to have been unlaw- 
fully bonded as their passports 
are withheld, they are threatened 
and controlled by manipulation 
and fear of immigration officials 
and are forced to work as exotic 
dancers in nightclubs, engage in 
prostitution and pornography and 
may be relegated to a life of invol- 
untary servitude as virtual slaves 
to their Bahamian masters. 

The 2005 TV movie Human 

Trafficking vividly depicts the 
hellish existence of thousands of 
young women, who are ensnared 
by unsavoury human traders and 
are barbarically forced to become 
strumpets. Across the globe, there 
are millions of men, women and 
children who are trapped and 
exploited in domestic servitude, 
prostitution, forced labour and 
for marriage, the harvesting of 
internal organs for auction on the 
black market, illicit adoptions, 
religious cults and as child sex 
workers and child soldiers (pri- 
marily in Africa). Many women 
trapped by human trafficking net- 
works are usually conned and 
subject to daunting, cruel cir- 
cumstances. 

A year ago, The Tribune 
reported allegations by two Pana- 
manian women who claimed that 
they were strippers whose travel 
documents were being withheld 
by an unscrupulous Bahamian 
strip club operator who allegedly 
exploited, abused and threatened 
them by declaring that he would 
have them deported. 

Dr Brent Hardt, the US charge 
d’affaires in the Bahamas, states: 
“Today, sadly, the world is wit- 
nessing a new version of slavery. 
Once again, human beings are 
being recruited, transported, 
bought and‘ sold into forced 
labour or commercial sex: 
exploitation. Trafficking in per- 
sons is the 21st century version 
of human slavery, and it is alive 
and thriving in countries on every 

continent, including the United 
States, and potentially the 
Bahamas.” 

According to a June, 2007, US 
State Department Trafficking in 
Persons Report, the Bahamas is a 
country where men, women and 
children are trafficked for labour 
exploitation and may be subject- 
ed to a state of slavery. Unfortu- 

‘nately, the migrants killed during 
last week’s misfortune at sea 
would have added to a consider- 
able number of undocumented 
Haitian immigrants, said by some 
to comprise 25 per cent of the 
Bahamas’ population and num- 
bering anywhere from 20,000 to 
60,000, and possibly more. 

According to the State Depart- 
ment: “Many irregular immi- 
grants who work in The Bahamas 
find employment in the agricul- 
tural or construction sectors and 
in prostitution as a means of self- 
employment and/or survival.” 

I find it repulsive that scores of 
Bahamians partake in a modern 
form of slavery, exploiting immi- 
grants and treating them as dis- 
pensable, cost-effective posses- 
sions that they own (“my Hait- 
ian”) and use for monetary gain. 
This is disreputable and, as a 
Bahamian, I always feel ashamed 
when my countrymen refer to 
immigrants as if.they are worth- 
less chattels! 

According to the Internation- 
al Organisation for Migration, the 
Bahamas is fertile ground for the 
trafficking/smuggling of human 

  

SOUTHERN-MOST 
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GATEWAY TO THE BAHAMAS 
@ By GLADSTONE THURSTON 

MATHEW TOWN - You know you are 
not in Nassau when the children bid you 
good morning, say “please” when making a 
request, and “thank you” when given some- 
thing. 
And, you know you are not in Nassau 

when the air is fresh and clean and per- 
fumed with bouquets of nature’s most 
exquisite aromas. 

And you know you are definitely not in 
Nassau when elegant Bahama parrots don 
their best green and red, and flock to town to 
greet you. 

Of course, this could happen only in 
Inagua, that southern-most gateway to the 
Bahamas where the who’s who in the avian 
kingdom come to show off. 

You know it is Inagua when you are 
savoring spicy minced conch, or juicy 
steamed native wild pork, or digging into a 
slab of succulent ‘kickin beef’. 
“Last week, Inagua hosted the Director 

General of Tourism Vernice Walkine, 
Deputy Director General Ellison ‘Tommy’ 
Thompson, Director for the Family Islands 
Charity Armbrister, Executive Director of 
the Bahamas National Trust, Eric Carey 
and a horde of media people. 

They came to investigate this “best kept 
secret” Geno D and Ira Storr sing so much 
about. - 

While they headed for the salinas chasing 
flamingos, I made a bee line for Momanez. 
No visit to Inagua is complete without a 
courtesy call the matriarch Inez Farquhar- 
son. She celebrates her centenary in six years. 
She seemed fit as a fiddle. 

“So Mrs Farquharson,” I began, “what 
kept you in-” 

“The Lord kept me here,” ” she interrupt- 
ed. “I am here by his grace.” 

“But I mean, what kept you in Inagua 
rather than living i in Nassau or Freeport or 
Abaco or elsewhere?” 

“T had no reason to because it was always 
better in Inagua,” she said. “And it is still 
better in Inagua.” 

Captain 
Her father Charles Alfred Grey was a 

leading sea captain. He plied the waters 
between Inagua and Haiti in his schooner, 
the Katherine A. 

The Inaguas — Great and Little — are locat- 
ed approximately 70 miles northwest of His- 
paniola, with Cuba 50 miles to the south- 
west, and the Turks and Caicos Islands, 30 
miles to the north east. 

Great Inagua lies almost in the Windward 
Passage, one of the busiest shipping lanes in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Today it is holding on for dear life, thanks 
to Morton Salt Company. Besides a few 
hundred souls comprising the only inhabited 
settlement, Mathew Town, the Inaguas are 
the playground for hundreds of thousands, 
some say millions, of flamingos, parrots, 
egrets, herons, blue jays, cardinals, warblers, 
hummingbirds, owls, doves and more. It has 
its share of wild life from donkeys to boars, 
Its seas teem. 
Momanez is the aunt of MICAL Member 

of Parliament, V Alfred Gray, whom she 
described as “the image of my mother. My 
mother was a black, good-looking woman 
and Alfred looks just like her.” She took 
complexion from her father who was at the 
other end of the spectrum. 

She married Theophilus George Far- 
quharson in 1931. They had eight children. 
He died in 1983. She reigns as the oldest 
person in Mathew Town. 

“My childhood days were very good.” 
Momanez adjusted her colorful bandana in 
a bow at her forehead. 

“The children of those years were differ- 
ent from the children of today.” Her brows 
‘furrowed pensively. “Because then, if the 
children were misbehaving anybody could 
have corrected them and the parents were 
glad for it. 

“Now-a-days if you try to correct some of 
these rude children the parents want to take 
you to the court. That’s why the children 
are in the condition that.they are. 

“Our parents were very strict. We weren’t 
allowed to run wild. We went where we 
were sent and we came when we were 
called.” 

The path to the door of her 1890 home is 
well worn by persons seeking her advice on 
everything from religion to bush medicine. 

“My husband loved people,” she said. “A 

“You know it is 
Inagua when you 
are savoring spicy 
minced conch, or: 
juicy steamed 
native wild pork, 
or digging into a 
slab of succulent 
‘kickin beef.” 

  

  

lot of people passed through this house. Mis- 
sionaries coming from north going south 
found a haven here. In those days we had no 
running water so they bathed in my old zinc 
tub, and ate at my table.” 

Her face lit up as a flock of squealing par- 
rots flew over. “During guinep season if you 
stand under the tree, they would pelt you 
with seeds.” 

“Really?!” 
“A parrot red and blue and green, was at 

a farmhouse often seen,” 
the tale of the parrot and the crows from the 
Royal Reader series. “He flew about from 
tree to tree as blithe and happy as can be.” 

“The cottage was a thatched one,” I 
chimed in, “the outside old and mean.” 

“Yet everything within that cot,” she inter- 
jected, “was wondrous, neat and clean.” 

“Would you come into my parlour,” I 
challenged. 

“Said the spider to the fly.” She laughed. 
And so on we went trading Royal Read- 

er tales and talking about life in Inagua when 
I realised that time had taken wings on me. 

Mrs Drucilla Higgs must believe I was 
not coming anymore. For 25 years she pro- 
vided lunch for the students of Inagua All- 
Age School. She watched children become 
grand parents. 

“You know Henry Nixon, the game war- 
den here?” she said. “I served him. He still 
owes me 50 cents for conch fritter. Now he 
has grands. There are many others. I love 
children.” 

Her father, Benjamin Archer, was a fish- 
- erman from Abaco. She was married to sea- 
man, Franklyn Higgs, from the Turks and 
Caicos Islands. “I had seven girls and five 
boys, but in all I raised 18 children,” she 
said. 

Some things have changed; some have 
remained the same. 

she said relating . 

  
“The people now are different from when 

I was growing up but, Mathew Town is still 
peaceful and quiet and you can leave your 
door open. The people are very friendly. If 
you don’t have something you can always 
ask somebody and get it. 

“T don’t think I could live in Nassau. I am 
afraid of Nassau. I sleep in this house alone 
and I feel contented. But in Nassau, the least 
little sound I hear, I get up.’ 

The Bahama parrots are no friends of 
hers. “I hate them,” she said sharply, point- 
ing to the sprawling sapodilla tree in her 
backyard. 

“They destroy all my dillies. Some years 
when that tree bears heavily, I could earn 
over $400 from what I sell, not to mention 
what I give away. 

“But when the parrots come down, they 
destroy every bit of it. And there is nothing 
you could do. 

“They use to be afraid of smoke, now 
when you make smoke they just laugh at 
you. If I was able to use a gun I would have 
gone to jail already for those birds.” 

“T haven’t seen any donkeys yet,” I said. 
“Are they on the decline?” 

“No, but I am glad they are not coming 
around often. That’s where I could raise my 
potatoes here in the yard. 

“They come in town among the people so 
much, some of them are tamed. If you try to 
chase them away, they would just blow at 
you. 

“When they are really around, sometimes 
you could count two dozen in this yard alone, 
and they are heavy.” 

I bade Mrs Higgs good day, and wended 
my way past the Inagua Union Society Hall, 
1874, to St Philip’s GUO of OF Lodge, 1891. 

General contractor Tom Daxon was doing 
some sprucing up. The lodge was opening its 
hall as a community centre. 

Opposite the lodge is Wesley Methodist 
Church, re-opened in 1953, and across the 

way is St Philip’s Anglican Church, dedicat- 
ed in 1855. 

Mr Daxon traces his roots to Rev Thomas 
Daxon who founded the Church of God of 
Prophecy here. He remembers when Math- 
ew Town was swinging. Celebrated clubs 
like the Pride of Inagua, the Glass Bucket, 
the Hideout Café, all once the stomping 
grounds of super stars like Smokey 007 and 
Count Bernadino, now lay in ruins. 

“A lot of our people went to Nassau and 
elsewhere because they didn’t want to work 
for Morton and there was nothing else here 
to do fora living. ~ 

“But a lot of our people in Nassau now 
want to come home,” said Mr Daxon. “With 
the crime rate the way it is in Nassau now, 
they would come home and work for less 
because they would be comfortable here. 

“We have to stop depending on the gov- 
ernment for everything. We have to get up 
off our backsides and do some things for 
ourselves. Come back to your island home 
and do something,” he said. 

Inaguans are never short of relish. Fish 
and conch are in abundance as are wild 
cows, goats, hogs, chickens, and the island’s 
delight, ‘kickin beef’. 

“Kickin beef?!” 
“Yeh man,” he said. “Donkey is a clean 

animal. They are much cleaner than hogs. 
Donkeys are vegetarians; hogs eat anything. 

“T use to eat kickin beef a lot when I was 
a child. It tastes like cow but milder and is 
very tender the way the people fix it here.” 

As I searched for a meal of kickin beef, I 
ran into historian Stephen Fawkes, Morton 
Salt’s marine superintendent. 

He told of when Inagua was “the ies 
economic point in the country. We were the 
cosmopolitan, metropolitan, El Dorado of 
the Bahamas. Nassau then was a glorified lit- 
tle fishing village.” 

Mathew Town was named after George B 
Mathew, governor of the then Colony of 
the Bahamas, 1844-1848. 

By 1907 Inagua had two newspapers — 
The Record published by Alfred Mellot, 
and the Searchlight by Lewis Duvalier, first 
cousin of former president of Haiti, Francois 
‘Papa Doc’ Duvalier. 

And yes, he insisted, ‘Papa Doc’ was born 
in Inagua. His father came from Martinique 
attracted by the burgeoning trade with Haiti. 

“My grand aunt, Hannah Ford who was 
* 102, told me Papa Doc was born on Great 

Inagua, but he left for Haiti with his father 
when he was five,” said Fawkes. 

Firsts 
He boasted of Inagua’s many firsts — the 

first planned town in the country, first port of 
entry, first island where baseball was played, 
first registered trade union, first resident 
consulate for Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic, and the first island that attempted 
to secede. 

He spoke with glee of Inaguans like 
Theophilus Farquharson who founded the 
West India Improvement Association, steve- 
doring agent Wentworth Richardson, busi- 
nessman and diplomat Arthur Symonette, 
educator T G Glover, Dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral William Granger, judge Maxwell 
Thompson and others. 

Inagua must have impressed Tourism’s 
Director General, Ms Walkine and her team. 
They were all so excited. 

“J was very pleasantly surprised at what I 
discovered here,” she said. 

“TI have never seen so many birds in one 
place, and of all kinds, and the donkeys, and 
the openness of the place has been unbe- 
lievable. It is a beautiful environment. Very 
impressive. 

“More people are discovering Inagua’s 
natural beauty and that is a very good thing. 
It shows that Inagua certainly has the poten- 
tial to develop along lines consistent with 
its environment. 

“We have here an opportunity to encour- 
age small boutique-type hotels, allowing 
more visitors to enjoy the natural environ- 
ment that is here in abundance.” 

As Bahamasair winged us northwards, I 
reached into my greasy brown paper bag. 
“Ummmm. Kickin beef.” 
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freight. Of the 14 bodies recov- 
ered after the latest maritime 
tragedy, it was found that several 
women, who reportedly form a 
sizeable number of 
trafficking/smuggling victims (80 
per cent), had perished. For years, 
poverty-stricken Eastern Euro- 
pean countries such as Romania, 
Ukraine, the Czech Republic and 
Bulgaria have become known as 
the hub for several well-connect- 
ed, trafficking networks that 
utilise government contacts, secu- 
rity services and document fraud 
to facilitate their activities. 

The Haitians.and Hondurans 
that reportedly died in our waters 
indubitably fled their native lands, 
which-are presently mired in 
armed conflict, government cor- 
ruption, high unemployment, a 
widening gap between rich and 
poor, organised crime (eg, 
Zopound, drugs) and political 
volatility. 

I was disturbed on Friday when 
' a police source told me about the 
condition of the immigrants’ 
corpses after they were retrieved 
from sea, particularly the disfig- 
ured body of a woman who, as 
my source said, “seems to have 
been seven months pregnant and 
lost a chunk of meat due to a 
shark bite to her belly, which still 
has the dead baby in it.” The 
police source’s graphic descrip- 
tion of the bodies of those at the 
morgue, examined before an 
autopsy, was stomach-turning. 

Although human 
smuggling/trafficking is a global, 
multi-billion dollar trade for 
which the Bahamas, like Mexico 
and Turkey, is a major transit 
country, no legislation has been 
passed by parliament to curb the 
booming ‘industry’. What hap- 
pened to the national committee 
on the trafficking of persons and 
its report that former immigra- 
tion Minister Vincent Peet 
pledged to take “to cabinet for 
consideration and a determina- 
tion?” 

BAS Srw Ss 8 

[sees these unig 
who flee'their;chaotic, 

lence ravaged | homelands in 
droves, stowed away aboard rick- - 
ety boats are assisted by treaso- 
nous and corrupt Bahamians — 
including shady politicians and 
law enforcement officers — who 
play a central role in harbouring 
immigrants and facilitating ille- 
gal immigration. It is widely sus- 

. pected that crooked officials have 
betrayed their nation and sought 
to supplement their earnings with 
pay-offs from illegal migrants in 
return for turning a blind eye to 

' their unlawful status. Any raven- 
ous Bahamian who undermines 
the Bahamas’ interests and overt- 
ly violates our immigration laws 
should be charged with treason! 

In 2000, the United Nations 
adopted the Convention against 
Transnational Organised Crime, 
which includes the protocol to 
prevent, suppress and punish traf- 
ficking in persons, especially 
women and children and the pro- 
tocol against the smuggling of 
migrants by land, sea and air. 
Although the Bahamian govern- 
ment signed this document on 
April 9, 2001, it has yet to ratify 
any of the protocols. 

Moreover, there’s much more 
that can be done to prevent traf- 
ficking, penalise traffickers and 
protect and assist victims. 

The UN estimates that 700,000 
persons become victims 
of. the $10 billion globai 
‘human trafficking market every 
year. 

The government and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations should 
immediately embark on raising 
awareness about human traffick- 
ing/smuggling through posters, 
films/commercials and by sensi- 
tising law enforcement agents, 
social workers and the general 
public about this money-making, 
criminal enterprise. 

The government must intro- 
duce strong, anti-human traffick- 
ing legislation and rigorously 
charge anyone participating, ben- 
efiting financially or withholding 
and/or destroying documents in 
human trafficking/smuggling 
operations. 

The Bahamas must also enact 
laws to protect migrant workers 
and criminalise slavery and forced 
labour. 

Due to new communicative 
technologies, globalisation and, 
in the Bahamas’ case, extensive 

borders that facilitate smug- 
gling/trafficking, it is imperative 
that Defence Force marines be 
posted at all gateways into the 
Bahamas. 

In addition to addressing 
human trafficking, the govern- 
ment must now immediately set 
about addressing the slackness, 
inefficiency and corruption that 
has plagued the Department of 
Immigration and the RBDF in 
order to effectively curb the flood 
of illegal immigrants coming to 
our shores and to preserve our 
national identity and security.
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NE you ve oo a a si with the looks to match, THE TRIBUNE: wants youl Ate : 
   

      

younger than you actual are? so, THE TRIBUNE wants to hear from you. We're : 
looking for timeless beauties - 50 and over - tor the launch of the Fabulous at Any Age 
   

    

   Foe fabulous y your siverth tresses look? Be your friends constantly ask for the secret to your 
- fabulous hair?: ‘Then we're looking for you. [ 

e The nets sil pay on the softball team? Never miss a a 

    
   

  

each photo: age, birth date, ati A nuit numbers. » 

Photos will not be returned. 

All entries must be received by May 2nd, 2008. Good luck. 

¢ SEE APPLICATION FORM BELOW 
/ eae Ae enter Bie PTET TS ETT eT TT eT Ter ei ere | 

| “Fabulous at Any Age” The Tribune & Jobn}} Bull 
Name: Age: Date of birth: 

Address: Phone number - Day/Evening and Cell: 

1. Tell us what makes you an Ageless Beauty (100 words or less): 

2. Beauty secrets: Tell us about your defining feature and how you maintain it (100 words or less): 

A. Body Beautiful: 

      

'B. Silver Fox: 

C. The Athlete: 

3. Life Lessons: What important life lesson/s have you learned that you can share with others who 

want to follow your example for a healthy, active, beautiful, “ageless” life (100 words or less): 

NEW YVES SAINT LAURENT CLEANSERS 

ae SENSATIONS OF PLEASURE, AMAZING GLOW.    
Mall at Marathon 393.4406    
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| TUESDAY EVENING APRIL 29, 2008 

| 7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 
NETWORK CHANNELS 

nt cy (N) |NCIS “In = oy Two members of srk “Bar Fight” A covert deal 
@ WFOR|n ia ra are sent to Iraq. (N) © |could save Sebastian from being | (CC) (D 

disbarred. (N) (CC) 

Access Holl ia Outra- ant cor Live “Best of Alec Baldwin” Alec Bald- |Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
G WTV4J |wood (N) (ck) wc le win. AIC The life of a law-abiding engineer 

goes terribly wrong. ita 

Deco Drive VES Idol Neil Diamond men- |(:02) Hell’s Kitchen (N) © (CC) |News (N) (CC) @ WsvN pee ft ince fe 7 100 aaa 
rdy! (N) Accordingto |Accordingto Dancing With the Stars Elimina- 2) Women’ $s Murder Club “Fa- 

O WPLG a Jim Andy meets |Jim Jim asks tion. (Live) (CC) i Day” Lindsay's estranged fa- 
the perfect gir. {Dana for help. be visits. (N) © (CC) 

CABLE CHANNELS 

(:00) CSI: Miami |The First 48 The body of a 14-year-|The First 48 Boy, 17, shot while  |Gene Simmons |Gene Simmons 
Sin Cold boy is found; to rant is found |sleeping; man al led in broad day- |Family Jewels |Family Jewels 

stabbed to death. (cc) light over dice game. (CC) (CC) “Lil Gene” (N) 

a BBC World [BBC News World Business |BBC News Women onthe |News 
BBCI tn. America |(Latenight). |Report (Latenight). Front rap 

“Turkey” 

BET College Hill: At- [PAPER SOLDIERS (2002, Comedy) Kevin Hart, Beanie Sigel. Mishaps College Hill: Iron Ring (CC) 
lanta Ludacris. occur when bumbling thieves mentor an inept upstart. (CC) Sang 

CBC (:00) NHL Hockey Eastern Conference Semifinal Game 3 -- wie co) Penguins at New (cs wana hs National (N) 0 
ork Rangers. From Madison Square Garden in New York. (Live York R From Madison Square Garden in New York. (Live) (CC) 

:00) Kudlow & East Mone Deal or No Deal Contestants get a Tre Big Idea With Donny Deutsch 
CNBC Company (0) (CC) eee ee to win money. (C cc} ; , 

CNN (omic | Lou a a Election Center Larry King Live (CC) Anderson Cooper 360 (CC) 
tn (omic | 

Scrubs J. _ The Daily Show |The Colbert Re- |Futurama “An- |South Parka Steve Byrne’s ey Hour The 
gains insi it With O Stew- {port (CC) mae Ce of (ce) to Arkansas, (00) comic performs. ( 
about Dr. art (CC) 

The ae 7 of LIFE IS RUFF (2005, Comedy) Kyle Massey, =a () That’s So That's So Raven |Life With Derek 
eee & Cody — |Wheeler, Kay ae Ateenage slacker adopts a ° ti ‘Too "Clothes Minded” a Hn Done” 

vie game. 1 |stray dog. 11 Much Pressure” |(CC) 

DIY nt cc) House ny a Le 538 Equity (N) Desert Land-/Rock Solid (N) ree Renova- co Renova- 
scape 

Tern ML Mona Lisa cr Tages- |Global 3000 saan In Ea 
DW Depth 
E! The Daily 10 (N) ey eter 7 Wives: ca E! True Holly- a sTaiaiiae The E! True 

: Hollywood Story Family profile. _ |dashians dashians 

ESPN (:00) E:60 (N) se ral We Live (Live) oeycgy Wrap-Up Special {Baseball Tonight (Live) (CC) 

ESPNI ne Racing Jordan Rally -- Recap. i Champions League Soccer Semifinal, Leg 2 - Manchester United vs. Barcelona. 

EWTN tay Mass: Our Episod anpehen Na Taik brag Cata- |The Holy Rosary| Threshold of Hope 

ee Cardio |Shimmy Belly: |Shimmy Shoul- — Yoga Namaste Yoga Body Challenge Six overweight 
FIT TV bist A (CC) eto le ral (CC) _|"Gate Open Nena ome [pow rohit trim down. ico 

Fox Rieu The O'Reilly Factor CC) Hannity & Colmes (CC) On the ret) With Greta Van 

FOX-NC [Sepa San 
:00) MLB abe Los Angeles Dodgers at Florida Marlins. From Dolphin Stadium in Mia- me the ia. The FSN Final 

FSNF L tt lb to Blackout) (Lie) : eee ee (Live) 

GOLF ee Channel |The Approach tin eas Big Break: Ka’anapali Alliances: i Break: Ka'anapali (N) 
Academy (Live) form and a dispute erupts. 

Lingo (CC) co Wants to Be a Millionaire 0 (co Feud “ fe Feud Rout ( Whammy (CC) 
GSN Roulette 

GATech [tte shown) i cleat geet si ‘an nr Y 
(00) Walker, | Walker, Texas Ranger The THE GOOD WITCH (2008, Drama) Catherine Bell, Chris Potter. A woman 

HALL i Ranger |Rangers’ battle with the Ortega |moves to a small town and bane people's lives. (CC) 
brothers moves to Mexico. ( 6) 

3 5 Ganga is| Designer Guys Deets n Inc. Green Force —_/Take It Outside 
HGTV a ing the family |“Attic Fort” bed- Sara ste ‘Missing the Design Gene” The ult ee gate A (CC) 

me. 1 rooms. (CC) fim. 4 (cc) mate gentlemen's club. (CC) 

Joyce Meyer: |Christ in tnsplaton To- Life Today With ee ls i Day |The Si | 
INSP ieee = fare ife {Prophecy ictal [es Rabson |( ag 8 Your ay eee 

Reba Barbra My Wife and Pon realy Guy Wit- |Family Guy The wD anda Half |Two and Gn 
KTLA _ |deansuspects Kids Claire pre- |Jim “The Chick ness protection family goesto |Men Wedding [Men 1 (C 

the new intern. {pares dinner. — |Whisperer’ (CC) |program.(CC) Texas. M (CC) ‘Iplans. M (CC) 

Still Standing /Reba Rebahas |Reba “Two Wed- |THE STAIRCASE MURDERS ae Docudrama) Treat Williams, Kevin 
LIFE Lauren stars in high blood Bs: dings and a Fu- |Pollak, Samaire Armstrong. Pak ice accuse novelist Michael Peterson of 

school play. © jsure. (CC) — jneral’ (CC) Killing his wife. (CC) 

| MSNBC | my Hardball connie With Keith Olber- {Verdict With Dan Abrams Countdown With Keith Olber- 
mann 

Zoey 101 9 ae Drake & Josh |Home Improve: |Home aa George Lopez |George Lopez 
NICK = fag | SquarePants ("Josh Is Done” |ment © (CC) |ment (CC) {A (co i (cc) 

NTV ry Bones (N) |NCIS “In the Zone” Two members of ht Ne qr Mr. Nice Guy’ (N) |News (N) |News 
at (CC) —_|the team are sent to Iraq. (CC) 

Pass Time American Thun- | American Thun- Sie i Hee the Low Super Bikes! (N)|Super Bikes! SPEED [re or Cage ie | Pe 
ath th Behind the a ce Meyer: io Hagee To- ai Gaither (CC) |Praise the Lord (CC) 

Health With Jor-|Scenes (CC) En Eng very- |day (CC) 
dan Rubin i 

Everybody Family Guy a Guy “ ny Guy Lois |Family Guy Pe- |The Office “Per- |The Office “E- 
Loves Raymond |Family oa son |(CC) hy for mayor. |ter goes back in |formance Re- Mail Surveillance” 
“Civil Wars” 0. Chrismas £ ve, (CC) time. 0 (CC) view" O (CC) |. (CC) 

pe me New Dateline: Real Life Mysteries A ah Real Life Mysteries A Dateline: Real Life Mysteries A 
ectives sone . ieee of killing her young medical student is raped ae woman dies on vacation. (CC) 

‘att Time” ~_ |sons. ( murdered. (N) 

(00) en ‘ Or- |NBA aa First Round -- Teams TBA. (Live) (CC) a Esau 
itst Round - 

cob vs), Teams TBA. 

Camp Lazio |My Gym Part- |Home for Imagi- |Johnny Test © co) Test 1 {Courage the — |Grim Adven- 
[TOON | [TOON [Parla Gia re | nary Friends {(CC) j Cowardly Dog tures 

Te Cops 1 (CC) cars Taree (eae Cops "adanape World's wir ai American’ isis heen 
al 

(0) Toute une |Pékin express Les _ a encore encourse  |Fourchetteet |Partout c’étalt a - 
bistoe : continuent leur périple. “ sac a dos : : 

(00). Maes & |Eplc Conditions Weather Ven- |Weather: Evening Edition (CC) 

" ic Amoa_ {Al Diablo con Los Guapos Fuego en la Sangre Hermanos ‘| Aqui y Ahora 
UNIV fe Querend6n aoa Teen weet N) 4 ‘ 

Jae (:00) Law &¢ = {Law & Order: Special Victims Unit/Law & Order: Special Victims Tht NCIS “Call of Silence” A World War 
der: Crimina The dismembered body of a woman A 12-year-old is a italized with Il aie confesses to the murder 

(CC) fis found in a junkyard. 1 pregnancy complica ions, 0 of his best friend. (CC) 

V "Miss Rap wee) Inner male | Viva Hollywood Pageant. 0 Simi Seoie air Celebracadabra A (CC) 
re swaggers. 1 

he Eastern “ata Semifinal cee eee - Pittsburgh (oad Central eel West Semifinal -- De- 
enguitis. aw York Rangers. (Subject to Blackout) (Live) troit at Colorado 

cy America’s |Funniest Pets & |Funniest Pets & |Funniest Pets & Fs Pets & |WGN News at Nine (N) © (CC) 
Eliet Home |People Funny People Funny People Funny | People Funny 
Videos ( (CC) |blooper videos. |blooper videos. {blooper videos. {blooper videos. 

Family Guy Wit- /Beauty and the Geek The beauties /Reaper “Coming to Grips’ Sam pan-/CW11 News at Ten With Kai 
WPIX” hess protection and gooks go to Big Bear Mountain |ics atter aa ss i : Tong, Jim Watkins (N) (CC) 7 

program. (CC) fin Cal fornia. (N) (CC) demon. (N 

Jeo per (N)  |Dr. Phil 1 (CC) News a 5 ardy! “Col- Frasier “Three |Frasier Frasier 
WSBK (cc) ‘ ge te Faces of Frasier” agrees to work 

onship” (cc) 1 (CC) on Christmas. 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 

( 30) x % JOHN |The Sopranos “Kennedy and Heidi") The se ranos ‘The Second cay Costas NOW Panel discussions ex- 
HBO-E We a MUST |Tony has a revelation. (CC) —_|ing’” Phil refuses Tonys offer of a {plore topics regarding contemporary 

compromise. 1 (CC). sports media. foc) 

Gi ars John Adams “Don't Tread on Me” |(:15) John Adams “Reunion” John and Abigail reunite |John Adams 
HBO-P {ARLINGTON —_ [Adams falls victim to an illness. 0 : Paris. (Part 4 of 7) (CC) “Unite or Die” 

ROAD (1999) © |(Part 3 of 7) (CC (CC) 
‘HEOW | * * DON’T TELL MOM THE BABYSITTER’S DEAD (1991, Come-| x» JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (2006, Romance- 

  
  

    

  
   Colin & Justin's Home Heist 

  

          

      
   

  

dy) Christina Applegate Joanna ios, John Getz. Youths are left unsu- Comedy) Jesse Metcalfe. Three students lean they 
pervised when their caretaker expires. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) are all dating the same guy. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) 

  

       

  

       

   

  

    
   

        

  

   

    

    
     

   

g a) + & ELIZABETH | ite Historical Drama) |x » BECAUSE | SAID SO (2007) Diane Keaton, 45) ah 
HBO-S len Mirren, Jeremy Irons. The queen has affairs with|Mandy Moore. A meddlesome woman tries to find the De s: HBO 

the earls of Leicaster and Essex. (1 (CC) perfect man for her daughter. 1 ‘PG-13' (CC) First Look (CC) 

(:00) %  & NANKING (2007) Un- |% % ROAD TRIP (2000, Comedy) Seann William ee * % NORBIT (2007, Comedy) 
MAX-E _[armed Westerners shote Chinese |Scott, Breckin Meyer. Four alee tae pals set out tore- Eddie Muphy Thandie Newton. 

refugees in the 1940s, trieve an incriminating tape. 0 'PG-13' (CC) 

fa & 4% THE PAPER (1994, Drama) Michael | x» THE REAPING = Horror) Hilary Swank, at PASSION 
MOMAX keaton, Glenn Close. A tabloid editor pilfers a story tip |David MoT Premiere. A former Christian mission- |COVE 8: SKIN 

from a rival paper. 1 'R’ (CC) ary debunks religious phenomena. 1 'R’ (CC) DEEP (2001) 1     
% & & CASINO ROYALE (2006, Action) Daniel Craig, Eva Green, Mads Mikkelsen. iTV. |The Tudors (0G Anne's power is in 

SHOW __ James Bond plays poker with a man who finances terrorists. ‘PG- 13 jeopardy. O (C 

  

(eo KET- |I'LL ALWAYS KNOW WHAT YOU DID LAST SUM- ts 5) & & & THE DESCENT (2005, Horror) Shauna 
FFISH —|MER (2006, Horror) David Paetkau. A mysterious killer Macdonald, Natalie Mendoza. Six spelunkers en- TMC 

Great Romances|Nova “Sinking the Su peel Re- {Carrier “Show of Force; Groundhog Day” The USS Nimitz arrives in the 
@} WPT lot the 20th Cen- [esnge the “0 of he Yamato. ae Gulf to temperatures hovering around 120 degrees. (N) (CC) 

tury eee 
CSI: ao on Investigation 

Keeping Up-Kar-/Keeping Up-Kar-| _ 

    (2006) ‘R’ stalks a group of friends. 1 ‘R’ (CC) counter hungry underground predators.  'R’ (CC) 
    

THE TRIBUNE 

Let Charlie the : 

Bahamian Puppet and ey 

his sidekick Derek put 

some smiles on your 

kids’s faces. 

  

Bring your children to the 

McHappy Hour at McDonald's in 

Malborough Street every Thursday 

from 3:30pm to 4:30pm during the 
month of April 2008. 

Enjoy Great Food, Prizes and Lots of Fun. 

i'm lovin’ it   

Bimake eae  
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‘Reno’ a win away from 
qualifying for Olympics 

@ By BRENT STUBBS 
Senior Sports Reporter 
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net 

aureano 
‘Reno’ 
Johnson is 
now one 

bout away from fulfill- 
ing his long-time 
dream of qualifying for 
the Olympic Games. 
Today, when he 

competes in the semi- 
final of the men’s wel- 
terweight or 69 kilo- 
class against Venezue- 
la’s Omar Moreno at the second AIBA 
American Olympic Qualifying Tour- 
nament in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
all Johnson has to do is win his match. 

If he does, he will advance to the 

een 

    

m@ By BRENT STUBBS 
Senior Sports Reporter 
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net 

WHILE the men’s 4 x100 metre relay 
team tried to keep their hopes alive for a 
spot at the Olympic Games in Beijing, 

. China, in August, Derrick Atkins took 
the time to test his skills in the sprint dou- 
ble in Berkeley, California. 

Atkins, the World Championships’ sil- 
ver medallist last year in Osaka, Japan, 
returned to the Brutus Hamilton Memo- 
rial Invitational on Saturday where he 
opened up his season with a stunning 
10.07 seconds to retain his title in the 100. 

It wasn’t as fast as the 9.98 run that 
propelled him into the echelon of the 
men’s sprint field last year, but Atkins 
said he was quite pleased with the per- 
formance, which also included a second 
place finish in the 200 in a personal best of 
20.44, 

Both times were well under the A qual- 
ifying standards of 10.21 and 20.59 in the’ 
100 and 200 for Beijing. 

“It was good. It was just basically to 
knock the rust off and get going again,” 
said Atkins, who is under contract with 
Adidas. “I’m just trying to back into my 
rhythm of running the 100 again. 

“So I’m pleased with it. It’s a decent 
opener. It’s not as fast as last year, but I 
will take it. You have to start some- 
where.” 

With hardly anybody in the field to 
push him, Atkins said she got a great 
start, but he got caught in a headwind 
mid-way through the race. At the end, 
Atkins said he was able to breeze through 
the line without any pressure. 

Atkins’ nearest rival in the race was © 
Jason Heard in 10.18, followed by Chris 
Berrian in third in 10.29. Both Heard and 
Berrian ran unattached. 

In the 200, Atkins was beaten out by 
Berrian as he won the event with the 
fastest time in the timed trials in 20.37. 
Competing in the same heat as Berrian, 
Atkins got second in 20.44. Third went to 

final where the gold and silver medal- 
lists will both automatically earn the 
right to compete at the 2008 Olympic 
Games in Beijing, China, in August. 

The last Bahamian to fight in the 
Olympics was Andre Seymour, head 
coach for the Bahamas’ three-mem- 
ber team in Guatemala. Seymour com- 
peted twice in 1984 and 1988 when he 
competed as a featherweight. 

“I just want to give the almighty 
thanks because it was him who brought 
me so far,” Johnson said from his hotel 

room in Guatemala yesterday. 
Johnson, 24, is making his second 

appearance in the semi-final of an 
Olympic qualifier, having achieved the 
feat first in 2004 in Brazil where he 
ended up with the bronze medal, but 
was denied the opportunity to travel to 
the Olympics in Athens, Greece. 

_ This time around, Johnson said it 

Tremaine Smith, a senior at Houston, in 

21.21. 
“It was okay. I feel pretty strong. It’s 

just that I have to be willing to.run the 
turn,” said Atkins, about his 200 run. “But 
I’m hoping that I should be able to run 
down to the low 20s or below the 20s.” 

The 24-year-old Atkins, who is based in 
Gainesville, Florida, where he’s trained by 

Mike Holloway, said his focus this year is 
the century. Anything he does in the half- 
lapper will be a bonus. 

On April 18, Atkins will compete again 
in the Adidas Track Classic at the Home 
Depot Center in Carson, California, as 
he continues his trek towards Beijing. 

He will then head to Europe to com- 
pete in the first two legs of the Golden 
League meets in Berlin at the ISTAF on 
June 1 and Oslo at the Bislett Games on 
June 6 before he return home for the 
Bahamas Association of Athletic Asso- 
ciation’s Scotia Bank National Champi- 
onships and Olympic Trials at the Thomas 
A Robinson Track and Field Stadium. 

While he competed at Berkeley, the 
men’s 4 x100 relay team of Lavaro Smith, 
Adrian Griffith, Jamaal Forbes and Jami- 
al Rolle attempted to run a fast time at 
the Penn Relays in Philadelphia. 

But a poor exchange between Smith 
and Griffith blew their chances as they 
never connected and the team didn’t get 
to finish the race. 
When asked about the relay chances 

of being one of the top 16 teams that earn 
a berth in Beijing, Atkins said he was 
confident that “we have a chance”. 

“But the important thing is timing. 
These guys wait forever to get an opening 
mark under their belt so we really know 
who is doing what. Even though we got a 
race in, it’s going to be very difficult to get 
another one because of the way every- 
body’s schedule is.” 

If the team can qualify, Atkins said 
will be delighted to make a contribution. 
But he made it known that his focus will 
definitely be on the century as he tries 
for another medal in Beijing. 

he 

appears that not only a spot in Bei- 
jing, but the gold medal, is right in his 
grasp in Guatemala, having disposed of 
Argentina’s Diego Chavez and Brazil’s 
Pedro Lima with identical point scores 
of 10-6 on Saturday and Sunday 
respectively. 

Johnson, who credited his perfor- 
mances to the work he put in with his 
coaches in New Providence and Cuba, 
said he’s got over his biggest hurdles in 
Chavez, who defeated him at the Pan 
American Games last. year in Rio de 

Janeiro and Lima, the eventual games’ 
champion. “They were the two hardest 
fights of the tournament, but we didn’t 
fight hard, we fought smart,” Johnson 
quipped. “We had a good game plan 
and we went in there and did what we 
had to do. We stuck to the game plan 
and that was what got the victory.” 

With the way he’s been performing, 

Johnson said he expects nothing less 
than a stoppage over his next oppo- 
nent. ‘ 

None of the other two Bahamians 
got stopped, but they are done after 
their matches on Sunday. But on Sat- 
urday, Levar Stewart lost 27-7 to 

Ecuador’s Javier Folleco in the light- 
weight division or 60 KG, while 

Valentino Knowles was doubled up, 

16-8, by Colombia’s Leonardo Carrillo. 
Seymour said although Stewart and 

Knowles were finished after their first 
bout, they were all cheering for John- 
son in his bid to qualify. 

“These guys are young, so it’s a great 
experience for them,” Johnson said. 
“They still have a couple more 
Olympics to qualify for in the future. 

“But once Taureano ‘Reno’ John- 
son wins the gold, I think all of us will 
be ready to cheer him on.” 

  
DERRICK ATKINS opened up his season with a stunning 10.07 seconds to retain his 

title in the 100m at the Brutus Hamilton Memorial Invitational... 

  
  

Mystic Marlins blow away Pacers, 25-11 
@ By RENALDO DORSETT 

Sports Reporter 
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net 

THE Doris Johnson Mystic Marlins 
used an offensive outburst to make a 
statement to other league contenders 
while simultaneously positioning them- 
selves for a postseason title run. 

The Mystic Marlins blew away the 
R.M. Bailey Pacers, 25-11, yesterday as 
the GSSSA regular season continues to 
wind down at the Blue Hills Sporting 
Complex. 

The Mystic Marlins potent lineup 
blasted Pacers’ pitcher Wilfred Cul- 
mer from the game’s outset as they 
took a 7-0 lead in the top half of the 
first inning. ° 

The Pacers responded with three 
runs in the bottom half of the inning, 
capitalising on a series of outfield 
errors to trim the margin. 

The Mystic Marlins widened the 
margin considerably in the second 
inning led by catcher Crandon Wal- 
lace’s lead off in the park home run. 

Wallace, who finished 2-3 with three 
runs and two RBI, blasted his second 
home run of the day just one inning 
later. 

The clean-up hitter said he took 
advantage of the positing of the Pacer’s 
outfield for extra base hits. 

“The way their outfield was setting 
up I just saw I had to hit the ball the 
opposite way,” he said, “And it worked 
out well today.” 

Wallace said his team’s collective 
effort at the plate was a single factor in 
a well played game overall. 

“Our hitting today was better than it 
was over the last few games. We came 
out to play the game the right way 
today and that is why we are able to 
come out with the win,” he said, “We 
let them.get back into it, we started to 
get a little tired defensively and played 
sloppy but we were able-to come 
together as one and tighten that up.” 

Trailing 20-3 heading into the bot- 
tom of the third inning, the Pacers ral- 
lied for eight runs to trim the deficit 
within nine, 20-11, However the Mystic 

Marlins cemented the win in the top 
half of the fourth. 

The Pacers were defenceless against 
a Mystic Marlins’ lineup which plated 
each of its nine hitters. 
Randolph Cooper also homered 

twice for the Mystic Marlins, includ- 
ing his three run shot in the second 
inning. 

Cooper finished 2-2 with three RBI 
and four runs. 

Tyrone Miller was also perfect at the 
plate going 3-3 with three runs and two 

Shortstop Ashton Anderson was 2-4 
with two runs and two RBI and Walter 
Dean was 2-2 with three runs and one 
RBI. 

Troy Bullard picked up the win for 
the Mystic Marlins while Culmer was 
tagged with the loss. 

Marlins manager, Wesley Rolle said 
his team was able to overcome a peri- 
od of inconsistency because of their 
massive run support. 

“The thing about getting a big lead is 
that you have to remember to play 

your game and not to take your oppo- 
nents for granted, so you really have to 
stay focused and get that next batter,” 
he said, “I just stressed to them that 
they have to get the next batter out, not 
to worry about the one that you just 
missed. But we had a large enough 
lead where we were able to overcome 
some of those faults.” 

Looking ahead to the upcoming 
playoff scenario, Rolle said-his team 
should continue to progress towards 
their championship goal with basic fun- 
damentals and improvements defen- 
sively. 

“We are looking for these guys to 
come out and play basic softball, hit, 
run and play good defence. Today we 
got a little sloppy in the third inning but 
because we scored a lot of runs we 
were able to pull it off,” he said, “We 
will need much better defence in the 
playoffs because those games are going 
to be much tougher. We are running 
well, we are hitting well, we have to 
tighten up on our defence and that will 
be the key.” 

  

‘Strachan 
is pleased 

with growth 
of regatta 
on Exuma 

@ By BRENT STUBBS 

.Senior Sports Reporter 
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net 

SINCE taking over as com- 
modore of the National Family 
Island Regatta, Danny Strachan 
said he’s been quite pleased with 
the growth and development of the 
major event being held in Exuma. 

_ Strachan said at the beginning of 
the week they suffered a slight set- 
back with the crane on the barge 
that brought the boats to George- 
town. - 

But he said they eventually got it 
sorted out with the help of the com- 
munity, led by Rodney Burrows 
and Cyril Rolle, so that they could 
have all the boats in the water and 
the 55th version of the regatta 
turned out all that they had antici- 
pated. 

“This year’s regatta was very 
competitive in all of the classes,” 
Strachan said. “We had 11 boats in 
the A Class, 16 in the B Class and 

about 20 in the C Class and all of 
them went right down to the wire. 

“That is what we want. We want 
these boats to be sailing close to 
each other because there’s no one 
boat dominating the entire fleet. 
When you have one boat dominat- 
ing the fleet, the other boats some- 
times. become discouraged.” 

Over the years, Strachan said.the 
“fate: Captain Rollie “FheyGrand 
Master’ Gray discouraged a lot of 
people as his Tida Wave dominated 
the A Class. In fact, Strachan said 
Gray won a total of 21 national 
titles in the A, B and C Classes 
combined. 

Although he died in February, 
skipper Brooks Miller. kept the 
memory of Gray alive by sailing 
the Tida Wave to another victory in 
the A Class. See 

And if that wasn’t enough, Lesli 

‘Buzzy’ Rolle, another skipper who 
came under Gray, repeated as the 
C Class champion in the Bulla Reg. 

Rolle and the Lady Sonia had:a 
chance to keep the B Class title in 
Exuma as well. But a dispute over 
the withdrawal of a protest saw the 
Eudeva, skippered by Lundy 
Robinson, win their first national 

title. The Eudeva hails from 
Crooked Island. 

Robinson, by the way, was hon- 
oured this year by the organising 
committee. 

“Lundy Robinson is one of our 
outstanding skippers from Black 
Point, Exuma,” Strachan stated. 

“We call him the ‘Quiet Storm’ 
because, like Rollie Gray, he does- 
n’t say much. 

“Of course, people don’t know 
the family ties, but captain Rollie 
Gray and Captain Lundy Robin- 
son are families. Lundy has made 
an invaluable contribution to this 
regatta.” 
Owner of the Silent Partner and 

the Redstripe in the A Class, 
Robinson has also sailed the Peace 
Maker to a number of victories in 
the B Class and he finally won the 
first title for the Eudeva. 

“This is his time in the spotlight 
and he’s earned it,” Strachan 
lamented. “Even though he didn’t 

win the A Class because of certaih 
things that happened on the race 
course, he’s walking away from the 

regatta that was held in his honour 
with at least one title.” 

Having assumed the role as com- 
modore since 1992, Strachan said 

there’s a lot of work that goes into 
pulling off the biggest sloop sailing 
competition held in the country. 

He noted that next month they 
will begin planning for the 56th ‘ver- 
sion of the regatta, to be held dur- 
ing the final week of April, 2009. 

“It takes almost $300,000 to pull 
this event off,” Strachan pointed 
out. 
“When you think about having 

60 boats here, that takes a lot of 
money to bring them down, host 
and feed the sailors and provide 
the cash prizes and trophies for the 
winners. 

“But we have a committee that 
works tirelessly to ensure that 
everything is in order and | just 
want to praise everybody who has 
played a role in the success of the 
regatta year after year.”
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Talib eager to get 
with the Buccaneers 

@ By FRED GOODALL 
AP Sports Writer 

TAMPA, Florida (AP) — Aqib Tal- 
ib fielded question after question. 
When he finally encountered one he 
couldn’t answer, the first-round draft 

pick of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers got 
some unexpected assistance. 
“My first name means the last to 

come. I’m the youngest out of four 
kids. My last name, I don’t know,” the 
ballhawking cornerback said Monday 
before being joined on a podium by 
Bucs coach Jon Gruden. 

The two held up a No. 1 jersey with 
Talib’s name on the back. 

“That name,” Gruden said, “means 
good corner, I hope.” 

The room erupted in laughter, but 
Gruden was only half joking. 
The Bucs selected a cornerback in 

the opening round for the first time 
since 1986, bypassing an opportunity 
to upgrade the offense with the coach’s 
choice of any receiver in the draft. 
They’re counting on Talib to prove 
they made the right call. 

The starting cornerbacks for much 
of the past decade have been Ronde 
Barber and Brian Kelly. Barber turned 
33 three weeks ago, while the 32-year- 
old Kelly skipped town this winter as a 
free agent. 

Talib, who Gruden describes as a 
“dynamic playmaker” at Kansas, will 
compete with Phillip Buchanon for the 
starting left cornerback job and play a 
key role in nickel situations. 
“We always let guys come in and 

compete, especially first-round or sec- 
ond-round picks. ... But that doesn’t 
mean. that we just start them. They 
have to earn it because we like who 
we have right now,” defensive coordi- 
nator Monte Kiffin said. 

“Last. year we ran like 1,082 plays 
on defense, and 42 percent of the time 
we played nickel, which means three 
wideouts in the game. So, we got to 

match up with three corners. That’s 
why you need a really good third cor- 
ner. He not only is one snap away from 
being a starter, but is also going to play 
right now close to 50 percent of the 
time.” 

The ultra-confident Talib is eager to 
learn the defense and contribute any he 

   

can. 
He looks forward to learning from 

Barber and others, like linebacker Der- 
rick Brooks and safeties Jermaine 
Phillips and Tanard Jackson, on a 
defense that’s ranked among the 
league’s best 10 of the past 11 seasons. 

As part of the core of players that 
helped put the Kansas football pro- 
gram back on the map, Talib had 13 
career interceptions in college. He also 
made an impact on offense as a receiv- 
er, averaging nearly 25 yards per catch 
and scoring TDs on five of nine career 
receptions. 

He doesn’t anticipate his upbeat, 
sometimes brash personality rubbing 
teammates the wrong way. 

“I’m on their team now. I think they 
want me to come in and compete. They 
want me to come in and help the team 
win a championship. That’s what we’re 
trying to do,” said Talib, selected the 
most valuable player in this year’s 
Orange Bowl after scoring on a 60- 
yard interception return to help Kansas 
beat Virginia Tech. 

_ “If there’s a player here who’s going ° 
to help them win a championship, they 
want him to do his hardest to be on 
the field. I think I'll fit in perfect. ’ma 
people person. I’ve never had a prob- 
lem fitting in with a crowd.” 

On his first visit to the team’s training 
complex since being selected No. 20 
overall, Talib also reiterated he doesn’t 
believe Tampa Bay took a risk by draft- 
ing someone who reportedly acknowl- 
edged to testing positive for marijuana 
three times in college. 

_ He has said his problems at Kansas 
occurred more than two years ago. 

“All I can say is my actions speak 
louder than words. I’m pretty sure that 
maybe after this season when nothing 
happens, it’ll die down. I’m not really 
worried about it,” he said. “I made a 
bad reputation at Kansas from doing 
that. I’m not dumb enough to do it 
again. I learned from my mistakes.” 

The Bucs are confident the trouble is 
behind him. 

“It is not only our discussions with 
him, which were extremely positive ... it 
is his coaches that stand by him 100 
percent,” general manager Bruce Allen 
said. “It is also his teammates. ... Every- 
one spoke very highly of him.” 

, __ iN 
TAMPA BAY Buccaneers head coach Jon Gruden (left) and 2008 first-round draft pick 
Aqib Talib hold up a jersey during a news conference yesterday. 

  

started Raiders 

release 

Rhodes 
i By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Sports Writer 

ALAMEDA, California 
(AP) — The Oakland Raiders 
released running back Dominic 
Rhodes on Monday, two days: 
after using their top draft pick 
to take big-play back Darren 
McFadden. 

Oakland had a glut at run- 
ning back after the draft and 
began addressing it almost 
immediately by announcing 
the team cut ties with Rhodes. 
The Raiders still have two 
backs with 1,000-yard seasons 
on their roster in Justin Far- 
gas and LaMont Jordan, as 
well as last year’s fourth-round 

* pick Michael Bush. 
Rhodes signed a two-year 

contract with the Raiders last 
offseason after helping Indi- 
anapolis win the Super Bowl. 
He restructured his contract 
earlier this offseason and was 
expected to share the rushing 
load with Fargas before 
McFadden was drafted. 
Rhodes was suspended for ° 

the first four games last sea- 
son for violating the league’s 
substance abuse policy. He 
played sparingly until Fargas 
went down with a knee injury 
late in. the year. Rhodes ran 
for 237 yards the last two 
games of the season. He fin- 
ished with 302 yards rushing 
in 10 games last season. 

Fargas and McFadden are 
expected to be the main backs 
in Oakland next season, with 
Jordan likely to be the -next 
running back cut loose. 

Fargas ran for 1,009 yards in 
2007 despite starting only sev- 
en games. He signed a $12 mil- 
lion, three-year contract that 
guarantees him $6 million. 
McFadden, the fourth pick 

in the draft Saturday, was the 
top-rated-running back’ after 
rushing‘for 4,590.yards and 41 
touchdowns in:three seasons 
at Arkansas. 
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IN THIS August 25, 2007 file photo, Chicago Bears Darwin Walker (99) and Mike Brown (30) cover cornerback Nathan Vasher (right) as he recovers a fumble from San Francisco 49ers running back Michael Robin- 

son (not seen in photo), during the second quarter of a preseason NFL football game at Soldier Field in Chicago. The Carolina Panthers added depth on their defensive line by agreeing to a one-year deal with free 

agent Darwin Walker. Walker’s agent, Al Irby, confirmed the deal yesterday. The Chicago Bears let Walker go in February.
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Helms’ homer gives Marlins 3-2 
@ BASEBALL 

MILWAUKEE, Wissconsin 
Associated Press 

WES HELMS was having 
. trouble catching up to Brewers 

pitchers’ fastballs. That’s what 
happens, he said, when you 
spend much of the season sit- 
ting on the bench. 

Fortunately for the Florida 
Marlins, he found his swing at 
the perfect time Sunday. 

Helms came through in just 
his fourth start of the year, hit- 
ting a home run leading off the 
10th inning and lifting the Flori- 
da Marlins to a 3-2 victory over 
Milwaukee. 

Helms hit an 0-2 fastball off 
Seth McClung (1-1) about five 
feet over the left-field wall for 
his first home run since Aug. 10. 

“All day I’ve been behind the 
fastball,” he said. “Without play- 
ing every day, the timing just 
wasn’t there. ... I had a feeling — 
I was really late on the second 
pitch — that he was going to 
come back with it,” he said. 

His hunch was correct. 
McClung went back to the fast- 
ball, and Helms.connected. __ 

“I cheated a little bit, got the - 
hands out there a little earlier,” 
Helms said. “If he throws a 
curve, I probably look like Bugs 
Bunny out there.” 
McClung missed his spot with 

the pitch. 

“Tt was the right pitch and the 
right mindset,” he said. “It was 

what I wanted to throw. It just 
wasn’t where I wanted to throw 
it.” 

Playing for injured first base- 
man Mike Jacobs, Helms went 

3-for-5 and drove in a pair of 
runs. 

’ The right-handed hitter was a 
reserve infielder for the Mar- 
lins in 2006, played for Philadel- 
phia last year, but signed in ear- 
ly April with Florida. ‘ 

“T did it in ’06 and I feel like 
_ I’m sinking back into that role,” 

he said. “Sometimes, you’ve got 
to find your role in this game 
and this might be it for me. I 
feel comfortable here and it 
feels good to be back in that 
role again.” 

Matt Lindstrom (1-0) pitched 
the ninth, allowing a pair of 
base runners before striking out 
Ryan Braun to end the threat. 
Kevin Gregg, the Marlins’ 
eighth pitcher, came on for the 
10th inning and earned his 
fourth save in five chances. He 
struck out Craig Counsell with 
a split-fingered fastball with 
runners on first and third to end 

  

“I’m not afraid to get guys 
on, I always have somebody out 
there,” Gregg said. “Counsell, I 
was able to locate some good 
pitches on him. The last pitch 
was a splittie that was exactly 

  

“Sometimes, 

you've got to 
find your role 
in this game and 
this might be it 
for me.” 
  

WES HELMS 

where I wanted it to be.” 
The Brewers again went 

deep into their bullpen, using 
seven pitchers in their eighth 
extra-inning game this season. 
Milwaukee fell to 5-3 in games 
decided after the ninth. 

“There were about four 
instances of balls we hit right 
on the nose that could have 
changed the complexion of the 
game, but we hit them right at 
people,” Milwaukee manager 
Ned Yost said. “That’s what 
happens when youre struggling 
to score runs. You just can’t 

~ find those holes.” 
Milwaukee took the lead in 

the first when Corey Hart’s sac- 
rifice fly scored Rickie Weeks 
from third, but Florida coun- 
tered with two runs off Brewers 
starter Manny Parra in the 

sixth, 
Josh Willingham walked with 

one out and scored from first 
on Jorge 3,u’s double, after left- 
fielder Braun missed shortstop 
J.J. Hardy with the cut off 
throw. Helms followed with a 
single, scoring Cantu and giving 
Florida a 2-1 lead. 

Bill Hall tied the score at 2 
when he hit a one-out homer, 
his seventh of the year, off Tay- 
lor Tankersley in the seventh. 

Florida starter Ricky Nolasco 
pitched five innings, giving up 
one run on two hits. He walked 
four, struck out two and hit a 
batter. 

Parra wound up going 5 1-3 
innings for Milwaukee, giving 
up two runs on six hits. He 
walked three and struck out 
three. : 

NOTES 
¢ After the game, the Brewers 

optioned RHP Dave Bush to 
Triple-A Nashville. The move will 
allow the team to activate CF 
Mike Cameron on Tuesday, when 
he comes off a 25-game suspen- 
sion for testing positive twice for 
a banned stimulant. ... Jacobs 
missed the game with a sprained 
finger. He is day to day. 

¢ Brewers RHP Guillermo 
Mota pitched the eighth, his 
500th game in the majors. 
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FLORIDA MARLINS’ Wes Helms is, congratulated by Cody Ross 
(left) after he hit the game winning home run against Milwaukee 

- Brewers in the tenth inning of Sunday’s game in Milwaukee. 
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Webb outduels 
Peavy to lift | 
D’backs past 
Padres 2-1 — 

Loney'’s RBI 
single in 10th — 
gives Dodgers 
3-2 Will 
#& BASEBALL 
LOS ANGELES, Calif. 
Associated Press 

PERHAPS a three-game 
sweep of the NL champion 
Colorado Rockies will help 

'ispark the Los Angeles 
Dodgers after they spun their 
wheels for the first four weeks 
of the season. ; 

James Loney singled home 
the winning run-in the 10th 
inning and the Dodgers beat 
the Rockies 3-2 on Sunday, 
sending Colorado to its sev- 
enth loss in eight games. 

The Rockies had won the 
final seven meetings between 
the teams last season, includ- 
ing a four-game sweep at 
Coors Field during a 14-1 fin- 
ishing kick that earned them a 
wild-card berth and catapult- 
ed them into the playoffs. 

“Anytime you can sweep a 
team at home, it’s always a 
positive,” Dodgers center 
fielder Andruw Jones said. 
“We’ve been struggling a lit- 
tle bit to score runs today, but 
we came out here and took 
advantage when those guys 
made some mistakes and we 
managed to sneak in a win.” 

It’s the first three-game 
winning streak of the season 
for the Dodgers under new 
manager Joe Torre, who used 
his 24th different lineup in 25 
games as he continues to : 
search for a consistent com- ; 
bination. | 

Los Angeles has had six 
different managers since win- 
ning the 1988 World Series 
under Tommy Lasorda, and 
has won only one postseason 
game since then. So turning 
this team into a pennant con- 
tender remains a daily chal- 
lenge for Torre, who made 
the playoffs in each of the last 
12 seasons with the New 
York Yankees. 

“You're never going to find 
the combination that you’re 
going to put out there day in 
and day out,” Torre said. 
“The fact that we can bat so 
many of our guys second or 
seventh is just the versatility 
of the type of players we 
have, so I’m not really search- 
ing for something that you 
can sort of phone in every 
day.” 

It was the fifth extra-inning 
game this season for the 
Rockies, including a 22-inning 
win at San Diego on April 17, 
and a 13-inning loss to the 
Dodgers on Friday night. 

‘ “We didn’t come in here 
thinking we were going to get 
swept,” reliever Matt Herges 
said. “It’s a tad demoralizing, 
but there’s no one in here 
who’s going to hang their 
head. I think we were worse 
at this time last year, so 
nobody’s panicking.” 

The Rockies’ actually have 
the same 10-15 record they 
had last season after 25 
games. 
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ARIZONA Diamondbacks starter Brandon Webb pitches against the San Diego Padres in the ninth inning 
of the Diamondbacks 2-1 victory during Sunday’s game in San Diego. Webb raised his record to 6-0. 

  
SAN DIEGO Padres’ Jake Peavy strikes out with the bases loaded and one out against Arizona Diamondbacks 
in the sixth inning. 

@ BASEBALL 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. 
Associated Press 

BRANDON WEBB got a lit- 
tle boost for his matchup with 
fellow ace Jake Peavy — the 
return of regular catcher Chris 
Snyder. 
Webb outpitched Peavy in a 

battle of the last two NL Cy 
Young Award winners, Snyder 
hit a two-run homer and the 
Arizona Diamondbacks beat 
the San Diego Padres 2-1 on 
Sunday. : 
Webb (6-0), the 2006 Cy 

Young winner, allowed just one 
unearned run and twice escaped 
bases-loaded jams before leav- 
ing after six innings. He became 
the first six-game winner in the 
majors and lowered his ERA 
to 1.98. 

Snyder connected off Peavy 
despite playing with the flu, 
which sidelined him Saturday. 
He also caught the entire game 
despite an unseasonably high 
91-degree gametime tempera- 
ture, the hottest game in San 
Diego in 2 1/2 years. 

“I trust him totally,” Webb 
said. “To have him back there 
just gives me a lot of confidence. 
He sucked it up and battled for 
me today, and I appreciate it.” 

Peavy (3-1) gave up four hits 
in seven innings, losing at home 
for the first time in 10 starts 
since July. Peavy had gone 6-0 
with a 0.68 ERA in that span. 

“We had a chance to beat the 
best team in the National 
League, but I couldn’t do what 
I needed to do for us to win the 
game,” Peavy said. “I threw the 
wrong pitch. Unfortunately, that 
one pitch cost us the ballgame.” 
Webb became the first Dia- 

mondbacks pitcher to win his 
first six decisions since Randy 
Johnson in 2002. Johnson holds 
the franchise mark by winning 
seven consecutive decisions to 
start the 2000 season. 

Peavy, whose ERA rose to 
2.09, allowed more earned runs 
Sunday than he had in his first 
three home starts this season 
when he gave up just one 
earned run in 24 innings. 
Webb combined with three 

relievers on a five-hitter. Bran- 
don Lyon pitched the ninth for 
his seventh save in nine chances. 

“I knew that there was not 
going to be a whole lot of runs 
because (Peavy) was throwing 
well all day,” Webb said. “I 
knew there was not going to be 
lot of room for error, so it 
makes you focus in even that 
much more.” 

Peavy and two relievers held 
the Diamondbacks to four hits. 

Snyder spent virtually all of 
Saturday’s game in the club- 
house alternating between get- 
ting sick and receiving treat 
ment. Refore diattiee Ge her 

Snyder had gone hitless in 11 
career at-bats against Peavy. 

“For Chris Snyder to even 
play in that game, let alone 
Starting, is pretty amazing,” Ari- 
zona manager Bob Melvin said. 
“At times he was getting dizzy. 
To accomplish what he did 
behind the plate and at the plate 
today was huge for us.” 

Snyder connected on a fast- 
ball with two outs in the second 
after Peavy walked Stephen 
Drew. It was his first home run 
since Sept. 16. 

“Ym just glad it went quick 
and I didn’t really have to do 
much,” Snyder said. “There 
wasn’t a whole lot of running, 
there weren’t any plays at the 
plate, there weren’t any drag 
bunts and I didn’t have to block 
many balls.” 
. Arizona raised its record to 

a major league-best 18-7, break- 
ing the franchise record for wins 
in April. The Diamondbacks, 
who won on opening day on 
March 31, have won 17 games 
this month, one better than the 
club mark set three times. 

The Diamondbacks also went 
17-5 in a stretch of 22 consecu- 
tive games against NL West 
teams. 

San Diego lost for the 10th 
time in 12 games. 

“Confidence-wise, it sets a 
tone in our minds,” Melvin said. 
“But there is a lot of baseball 
left to be played.” 

The Padres cut Arizona’s 
lead to 2-1 in the fourth. Adrian 
Gonzalez walked and reached 
third on second baseman Orlan- 
do Hudson’s error, allowing 
Kevin Kouzmanoff to reach. 
Jim Edmonds followed with a 
sacrifice fly. 
Webb struck out Kouzmanolf 

with the bases loaded to end 
the fifth. — 

Khalil Greene and Tadahito 
Iguchi hit consecutive singles 
with one out in the sixth before 
Webb walked Josh Bard to load 
the bases. Webb struck out 
Peavy and first baseman Conor 
Jackson made a diving stop of a 
grounder by Brian Giles before 
throwing to Webb for the last 
out. 

NOTES 
e San Diego stranded 10 

baserunners. 

¢ Webb raised his career mark 
in March/April to 18-2 in 29 
starts. 

e Peavy has pitched at least six 
innings in 11 straight starts, dat- 
ing to last season. 

e The game was the hottest in 
San Diego since Sept. 5, 2004, 
when it was also 91 degrees. The 
last time it was hotter fora aame 
in San Diege was Aug at ' 

)
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Person close 
to Riley says 
he'll step down : 

f@ Basketball 

MIAMI, Florida 
Associated Press 

PAT RILEY’S worst sea- 
son as coach of the Miami 
Heat will be his last. 

The Hall of Famer will 
resign as coach Monday after- 
noon but remain team presi- 
dent, a person close to Riley 
said. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
The Associated Press because 
an announcement had yet to 
be made. 

As team president, Riley 
will continue to oversee a 
plan to halt the team’s dra- 
matic fall after it won the 
NBA championship in 2006. 
The Heat finished this season 
with the NBA’s worst record 
— 15-67. 

It’s believed Riley could 
name his replacement Mon- 
day. He has been grooming 
longtime assistant Erik Spoel- 
stra for the job. That would 
follow the path Riley took 
when he previously promoted 
Stan Van Gundy. 

The decision, which Riley 
said he would make after 
meeting with Heat owner 
Micky Arison, was one of 
many major events awaiting 
Miami this offseason. The 
Heat could have the No. 1 
pick in the draft, are assured 
of a top-four pick and are cer- 
tain to make several moves 
in an effort to revamp a roster 
plagued by injuries all year. 

“One thing we know for 
sure: He will be the presi- 
dent;”.Heat guard Dwyane 

-. Wade said one day after the 
most disappointing season in : 
Miami’s 20-year franchise his- 
tory finally ended this month. 
“Whatever else happens after 
that, we know he’s going to 
do what’s best for the team.” 

Unless he comes back — 
“he has once before — Riley 
finishes his career with 1,210 
victories, third most in NBA 
history behind Lenny 
Wilkens and Don Nelson. He 
won seven championships in 
all, five as a head coach, one 
as an assistant and one as a 
player, and was voted into the 
2008 Hall of Fame class this 
rnonth. His induction is Sept. 

5: 
The rebuilding process will 

still be his primary focus. 
Riley essentially began that 
job in February when he trad- 
ed disgruntled center 
Shaquille O’Neal to the 
Phoenix Suns. The move not 
only rid the team of a player 
who didn’t want to remain in 
Miami, but gave the Heat 
some salary-cap room that 
wouldn’t otherwise have been 
available until O’Neal’s con- 
tract expired in 2010. 

“Regardless if Pat is coach- 
- ing or not, I think he’ll still 
have a lot of say-so in what 
goes on around here,” Heat 
forward Shawn Marion, who 
was acquired in that trade for 
O’Neal, said this month. 

Riley stepped down days 
before the 2003-04 season 
began, walking into then- 
assistant coach Stan Van 
Gundy’s office one morning 
and asking him, “You 
ready?” 

Van Gundy remained as 
coach for two-plus seasons, 
resigning 21 games into the 
2005-06 campaign. Riley 
replaced his former protege 
on the bench and engineered 
Miami’s march to the 2006 
championship. 

But the Heat have gone 
59-105 in regular-season 
games since, the second- 
biggest two-year fall by a 
championship team in NBA 

history. j 
He started his head coach- 

ing career with the Los 
Angeles Lakers, winning a 
championship in his first sea- 
son with a team led by Mag- 
ic Johnson and Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar. He also took 
the New York Knicks to the 
NBA finals before coming to 
Miami in 1995, where on the 
day he was introduced he 
famously talked about envi- 
sioning a championship 
parade down Biscayne 
Boulevard. 

Eleven years later, that 
vision became reality. 

   

    

Phoenix forces game 5 
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FROM left to right, Phoenix Suns’ Raja Bell, Shaquille O’Neal and Armare Stoudemire laugh on the bench in the fourth quarter of Game 4 of an NBA first-round playoff basketball 

series against the San Antonio Spurs, Sunday, April 27, 2008, in Phoenix. The Suns defeated the Spurs 105-86. 

Diaw’s near triple- 
double leads Suns’ 
105-86 rout of Spurs 

@ BASKETBALL 

PHOENIX, Arizona 
Associated Press 

A FRENCHMAN put 
Phoenix on the brink of elimi- 
nation, another brought the Suns 
back to life. 

Boris Diaw fell two assists shy 
of a triple-double Sunday and 
the Suns avoided a first-round 
sweep at the hands of San Anto- 
nio with a 105-86 rout of the 
Spurs. 

Diaw, starting in place of 
injured Grant Hill, had 20 points, 
10 rebounds and:eight assists in 
one of the best playoff perfor... 
mances of his career. 

“I trust him. I always have,” 
Suns coach Mike D’ Antoni said. 
“T think he’s a heck of a basket- 
ball player. He’s been maligned 
here a little bit, but he can play. 
He stepped up big.” 
Diaw also played tough 

defense on his good friend and 
fellow Frenchman Tony Parker, : 
who scored 18 points after a 
career-high 41 in San Antonio’s 
115-99 victory Friday night in 
Game 3. 

“T think they kind of relaxed 
being up 3-0,” Diaw said, “but 
we came out and played, too. 
We didn’t come out like the 
series was over. We came out 
fired up.” 

No one was more aggressive 
than Raja Bell, who scored 21 

seegeececceccscvcccsesccess Neeacecccceccnccccssenceccssecsaceceecs 

of his 27 points in a dominant 
first half to help Phoenix bring a 
one-sided end to the defending 
NBA champions’ nine-game 
playoff winning streak. The Suns 
were 11-0 in the regular season 
when Bell scored at least 20. 

““T. was really embarrassed by 
my play and the team’s play after 
the last game,” Bell said. “It was 
hard to sleep. I was restless. I 
couldn’t put it to bed.” 

Phoenix still trails the first- 
round series 3-1, with Game 5 
on Tuesday night in San Anto- 
nio. No NBA team has come 
back from 0-3 to win a series, a 
fact that wasn’t lost on the Spurs’ 
Tim Duncan. 

“We didn’t expect to sweep 
these guys,” Duncan said. 
“We’re excited in the situation 
we’re in, up 3-1. We’ve got to 
win one more game, and we get 
to go home and try to win it 
there. Those are a lot of things 
that are in our favor.” 

The Suns won in a blowout 
even though Amare Stoudemire 

  

scored just seven points and 
Steve Nash had four assists. 

Nash and Leandro Barbosa 
scored 15 apiece for the Suns. 
Shaquille O’Neal had 14 points 
and 12 rebounds. 

D’Antoni drew two technicals 
and was ejected with 3:38 to play 
and his team up 104-80. 

“T don’t know where the sense 
of humor has gone,” D’ Antoni 
said. “There’s no use comment- 
ing on it. It was kind of silly.” 

Bell figured it was a good sign 
that everybody was emotionally 
into it for Phoenix. 

“We were fired up from the 
beginning. We were fired up yes- 
terday,” he said. “It was good to 
see Mike get fired up, too.” 

Duncan scored 14 and Manu : 

Ginobili 10 for the Spurs. Park- 
er shot 7-of-17 and committed 
five turnovers, then said Diaw’s 
defense was nothing special. 

“They always think that’s 
going to bother me but I had my 
shots,” he said. “It didn’t bother 
me at all, I just missed my shots.” 

West powers Hornets 
past Mavs, take 3-1 lead 
Basketball 

DALLAS, Texas 
Associated Press 

DAVID WEST and Chris 
Paul were on the bench, smiling 
as they watched thousands of 
fans headed to their cars. 
They’d already seen Jason Kidd 
lose his cool and get tossed, and 
saw police take away a ref-bait- 
ing loudmouth a few seats from 
Mavericks owner Mark Cuban. 

They were soaking it all in 
because it might be their last 
glimpse of Dallas for a while. 

West let out his pent-up frus- 
tration over a poor Game 3 with 
a determined effort in Game 4, 
scoring 10 of his 24 points in a 
quick stretch early in the sec- 
ond half to help the New 
Orleans Hornets pull away for a 
97-84 victory Sunday and a 3-1 
lead in the first-round series. 

West had 24 points and nine 
rebounds, Paul had 16 points, 
eight assists and seven rebounds 
and the Hornets ended an 0- 
for-14 drought in Dallas that 
dated to January 1998. Now 
they’re headed to New Orleans, 
hoping to, win Game 5 on Tues- 
day night and avoid coming 
back to Big D until next sea- 
son. The Mavericks are on the 
brink of a second straight first- 
round exit. 

“It’s a great feeling to be up 
3-1, but it doesn’t mean too 
much right now,” Paul said. “It’s 
tough to close out a team, to 
get that fourth win. That’s what 
coach has been preaching to us. 
We feel pretty confident going 

back in front of our fans.” 
Dirk Nowitzki had 22 points 

and 13 rebounds and Jason Ter- 
ry scored 20 points, but they 
didn’t get much help. Josh 
Howard was 3-for-16 and Kidd 
had only three points, three 
assists and four rebounds before 
getting ejected with 7:16 left for 
a flagrant foul on Jannero Par- 
go. The exodus in the aisles 
came soon after, even before 
Hornets coach Byron Scott 
pulled his starters. 

“At that point, we’d done 
close to what we needed to get 
the result we wanted,” West 
said. - 

The Mavs went from scoring 
30 points in the first quarter to 
14 in the second quarter, then 
40 in the entire second half. 

Dallas’ meltdown — in this 
game, in this series and since 

being up 2-0 on Miami in the 
finals two years ago — might 
end up costing coach Avery 
Johnson his job. Nowitzki 
already was using the past tense 
in his postgame comments, say- 
ing they just didn’t have enough 
offense in the series. 

“T don’t really have an answer 
for it,” said Nowitzki, exhaling 

loudly and running a hand 
through his hair in frustration. 
“All season long, we’ve lost 

leads way too quick. ... Every- 
body has to be in attack mode. 
You have to make shots to win 
gs league.” 

ew Orleans did, hitting 50 

percent. Peja Stojakovic scored 
19 points and Julian Wright 
added 11, including a tremen- 

dous dunk off a midcourt steal 
of Jerry Stackhouse, a play that 
emphasized the difference in 
the age and agility of these 
teams. 

“I thought Julian was athletic 
enough to match up with Josh 
and Jerry,” Scott said. “He did- 
n’t play like a rookie. He’s 
active, he runs the floor. He’s a 
pretty good player.” 

Pargo also scored 11 and 
Morris Peterson had 10. 

West was 10-of-21, but the 
most important part came at the 
start of the second half, when 
New Orleans turned a 48-44 
halftime lead into a 64-51 
advantage. 

West made all four shots he 
took in that spurt and added a 
pair of free throws. All came 
against Erick Dampier, includ- 
ing a 1-hander that prompted 
an immediate timeout by John- 
son and a huge chest bump 
from Paul. West never hit any- 
thing like that in Game 3, when 
he started 3-of-14 and finished 
6-of-20. 

The big guy was practically 
silent since then, stewing over 
his performance. Scott consid- 
ered that a good thing. 

“Everything was stirring up 
in him,” Scott said. “He wasn’t 

going to play the way he played 
in Game 3. We were banking 
on that. He was in an aggres- 
sive mind-set from the start and 
he came up big.” 

Several Hornets said Satur- 
day they thought they’d taken 
Dallas’ best shot in Game 3 and 
could handle it from here. 

Spurs coach Gregg: Popovich 
threw in the towel by benching 
his three stars late in the third 
quarter. 

“You lose by two and you 
play all those minutes, or you 
lose by 20 and you get some time 
to rest,” Duncan said. “I guess 
you can find a positive there. 
You don’t want to lose any 
games like this, but it happens 
and we'll be réady to go the next 

. one.” 
Popovich had little to say 

afterward. - 
“Both teams want to play 

hard, both teams want to win. 
just as badly as the other,” he 

_ said. “They played better than 
we did, and they were more 
aggressive right out of the gate.” 

After watching the Spurs play 
to near-perfection Friday, the 
Suns were the aggressors from 
the start on Sunday. Phoenix led 
by 21 after oje quarter, by as 
many as 24 in the second and by 
30 in the third. : 

Nash’s 15-footer gave the Suns 
a 79-49 lead with 5:50 left in the 
third quarter. With Parker and 
Duncan on the bench, San Anto- 

nio cut it to 22 late in the quar- 
ter, but it was 93-65 entering the 
fourth. 

Bell shot 6-of-7, 3-for-4 on 3- 
pointers to lead Phoenix to a 65- 
43 halftime lead. Diaw scored 
10 points in the half. 

The Suns never led in Game 3, 

  

but built big advantages early in 
the first two games, only to lose 
at the end. Their first-quarter 
start Sunday was their best yet. 

Diaw’s shot over Ginobili 
inside made it 11-1, and it was 
20-9 after Barbosa’s driving 
layup with 5:41 left in the first. It 
was 34-13 after one. 

San Antonio was 4-for-19 
shooting with six turnovers in 
the first two quarters. 

The Spurs cut it to 12 three 
times in the second quarter, the 
last at 49-37 on Ginobili’s 15- 
foot bank shot with 4:55 to go. 
Phoenix, though, scored the next 
12 — six on free throws by Bell 
— to go up 61-37 on Diaw’s 
layup with 1:33 left in the half. 

NOTES 
¢ Hill sat after being slowed by 

a sore right groin in the first three 
games. 

¢ The 22-point lead was the 
largest in any playoff game this 
year. 

e San Antonio shot 38 percent 
in the first half (16-of-42). 

¢ Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski 
and Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim 
were in the crowd. Krzyzewski is 
head coach of the U.S. Olympic 
basketball team. Boeheim and 
D’Antoni are assistants. 
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NEW ORLEANS Hornets David West (30) defend Dallas 
Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki (41), from Germany, in 
the second half of Game 4 of an NBA first-round 
basketball playoff series in Dallas, Sunday, April 27, 2008.
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Free of protest, 
Olympic torch 
relay begins 
North Korea leg. 
m@ PYONGYANG, 

North Korea 

ASSURED of a trip free of : 
anti-Chinese protests, the : 
Olympic torch made its first- : 
ever relay run Monday in : 
authoritarian North Korea, 

according to Associated Press. : 
An attentive and peaceful : 

crowd of thousands watched : 
the start of the relay in : 
Pyongyang, some waving Chi- : 
nese flags, footage from broad- : 
caster APTN showed. The : 
event was presided over by the : 
head of the country’s.rubber- : 
stamp parliament, Kim Yong : 
Nam, who often acts as a cere- } 
monial state leader. 

The torch relay has been a : 
lightning rod for anti-China : 
demonstrations. At other : 
stops, such as in London and : 
San Francisco protesters have : 
focused their ire on Beijing’s } 
recent crackdown on anti-gov- } 
ernment riots in Tibet. 

But communist North } 
Korea, an ally of neighbor Chi- ; 
na, has been critical of disrup- : 
tions of the torch relay else- : 
where and has supported Bei- } 
jing in its crackdown against : 
violent protests in Tibet. 

North Korean leader Kim : 
Jong Il was not seen ath’s } 
Olympic committee, according : 
to a report by Japan’s Kyodo : 
News agency from Pyongyang. : 

North Korea is one of the : 
world’s most tightly controlled : 
countries, where citizens are } 
not allowed to travel freely and ; 
civil rights are restricted by the : 
iron-fisted regime. 

“We express our basic posi- 
tion that while some impure 
forces have opposed China’s : 
hosting of the event and have : 
been disruptive, we believe : 

that constitutes a challenge to : 
the Olympic idea,” Pak said, : 
according to Kyodo. 

Tideology of “self-reliance” } 
created by the country’s late : 
founding President Kim II } 
Sung, father of current leader : 
Kim Jong Il. 

At the start of the run, Kim } 
Yong Nam passed the torch to } 
Pak Du Ik, who played on : 
North Korea’s 1966 World : 
Cup soccer team that made a : 
historic trip to the quarterfi- : 
hals. As he began the 12-mile : 
route through Pyongyang, 
thousands more cheering peo- } 
ple lined city streets waving : 
pink paper flowers and small : 
flags with the Beijing Olympics : 
logo and chanting “Welcome! } 
Welcome!” 

  

  

| Nationa Youth Council courtesy call on Minister of State 

EXECUTIVES OF The Bahamas National Youth Council 
the Ministry of Legal Affairs Desmond Bannister, on Monday, April 21, at the Attorney General’s Office. Pic- 
tured from left are Deputy Permanent Secretary in the AG’s Office, Eugene Poitier; chairperson for Interna- 
tional Affairs, BNYC, Tanya McFall; Mr Bannister; president, BNYC, Tyson McKenzie; and vice president for dob aatrde fabs bath 
planning and development, BNYC, Christopher Higgs. 

‘A lesson in junkanoo for 
Carnival Learning Centre 

    
ABAHAMIAN OFFICIALS listen to carnival arts development officer for the Isle of Wight Council, Ms Frankie Gold- 
spink. Pictured, from right are: Angelique McKay, project manager for the exchange and residency programmes 
and manager of the National Junkanoo Museum of The Bahamas; High Commissioner for the Bahamas in Lon- 
don Paul Farquharson; his wife, Mrs Sharon Farquharson and Director of the Bahamas Tourist Office in London 
(Europe/Asia), Karen Seymour , 

   

        

  
AHIGH COMMISSIONER for the Bahamas to London Paul Farquhar- 
son (left) receives a plaque from the Chairman of the Isle of Wight 
Council Councillor Arthur Taylor 

   

    

: Y 4 

AMR JAMES “BUPSY” FRAZER of the One Family 
Junkanoo Group beats a drum high above the 
audience at the launch of the Carnival Learning Centre 
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RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT, ENGLAND — High Commissioner for the 
Bahamas to London Paul Farquharson (left) watches the recorded opening 
remarks by Bahamian Minister of State for Culture Charles Maynard, at the 
launch of the Carnival Learning Centre on April 25. The centre is the United 
Kingdom’s first dedicated Carnival and Celebratory Arts Learning Centre 
and a team of junkanoo artisans and performers are the first cultural group 
to undertake a residency programme and perform there. 

Share your news 
The Tribune wants to hear 
from people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 

| you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story. 

   

        

   PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingraham was on 
hand April 22 at UBS Bahamas Ltd to take part 

‘in the groundbreaking ceremony for the 25,000 
square foot two-storied class A office building. 

< Pictured from left are: Deputy Prime Minister 
1 Brent Symonette; Minister of Works and Public 
"| Utilities Earl Deveaux; Minister of State for 

Finance Zhivargo Laing; CEO of UBS, Richard 
Voswinckel; Minister of State for Social Devel- 
opment Loretta Butler-Turner; Prime Minister 

=» Hubert Ingraham; Director, Andreas Rentschler, 
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(BNYC) pay a courtesy call on the Minister of State in 6 Dacia Loc] Harold Road ° Prince Charles 
“iFrederick Street North -\Cable Beach | 
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Petrol theft 
FROM page one 

from the tank of the govern- 
ment vehicle he is responsible 
for. 

He maintains he was driven 
to do it by rocketing gas prices. 

An associate said: “People 
have been doing it for a long 
time, but it has gone up now the 

gas prices are going up.” 
Police are investigating the 

surging crime and urge anyone 
who falls victim to petrol theft to 
report it by calling 322-4444 or 
call Crimestoppers anonymous- 
ly on 328-8477. 

Drivers are advised to secure 
their gas tanks when possible 
and to park in well-lit areas. 

FROM page one 

homes. 
Rita Burrows, 73, has lived 

comfortably in her quaint 
home for over 40 years but 
claims for the last year she and 
her two immediate neighbours 
have been plagued by the six to 
eight-inch long pests. 
The constant “apprehen- 

sion” of finding centipedes dur- 
ing a night-time visit to the 
bathroom or kitchen has cre- 
ated a “psychological” fear in 
her own home, she said. 

“My home and the two hous- 
es immediately next to me for 
the last 10 to 12 months have 
had centipedes in the house. 
I’ve got one in the house now 
that’s about six inches long and 
we have the babies (cen- 
tipedes) scuttling around the 
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Murder charge for man wanted in US — 
FROM page one 

ern New Providence in a burnt-out Honda Accord. 
Saunders, represented by attorney Roger Gomez Jr., was 

not required to plead to the charges. He was remanded to Her 
Majesty’s Prison and his case was adjourned to September 8 and 
12 for the start of a preliminary inquiry. 

Saunders, who has been fighting extradition to the US on sub- 
stantial drug charges since 2003, is charged along with Austin 
“Ozzie” Knowles Jr, the alleged leader of a major cocaine 
smuggling organisation, Edson Watson, Nathaniel Knowles 
and former police officer Ian Bethel. 
Watson and Saunders face charges of conspiracy to import, 

attempting to import, possession of a US vessel with intent to 
distribute, and import into the US five kilos of cocaine. 

Austin Knowles faces another importation charge, in addition 
to conspiracy to possess with the intent to distribute, and pos- 
session with the intent to distribute five kilos of cocaine. Bethel 
has been charged with conspiracy to import five kilos of cocaine, 
while Nathaniel Knowles was charged with conspiracy to import, 
attempting to import and possession of a US vessel with the 

FROM page one 
However, the lawyer said 

: that his client reserved the right 
: to re-open the matter of deten- 
: tion in the future. 

In the case of Keva Major, 
Mr Ferguson said that she 

: received a $250,000 bond. 
He explained that, hypothet- 

: ically, if Mrs Major meets the 
? $250,000 bond and fulfils all the 
: other immigration stipulations 
: imposed on her, she could be 
? released with a travel restric- 
: tion until the trial starts. 

However, Mr Ferguson said 
: that Mrs Major being able to 
? meet the bond and the other 
? immigration requirements is 
? uncertain. 

“It’s a bunch of ‘ifs’. A 
! $250,000 bond is quite a hur- 

Dwight and Keva 
The US government also 

reserved the right to ask for 
pre-trial detention for Mrs 
Major in the future if warrant- 
ed, the US Attorney’s Office 
said yesterday. 

Both of the Majors also had 
immigration holds placed on 
them. 

An immigration hold allows 
the Department of Homeland 
Security to take a person into 
custody and move them to a 
holding facility. 
“Bottom line, both defen- 

dants will remain incarcerat- 
ed,” the US Attorney’s Office 
said. 

Mr Ferguson said yesterday 

will be moved from the Palm 
Beacly County Jail to another 
holding facility during their pre- 
trial detention. 

The Majors were scheduled 
to be arraigned in the Florida 
Southern District Court on 
May 5, but that date has been 
pushed back to May 14. 

They will then appear before 
US Magistrate Judge Ann E 
Vitunac. 

The Majors, both 39 and par- 
ents of four young children, 
were taken to the US on April 
19 after they lost a nearly five- 
year battle against extradition. 

The US alleges that the hus- 
band and wife were part of 
drug conspiracy between 
August,;.2002, and January, 
2003, involving the transport of 
hundreds of pounds of cocaine 
and marijuana. 

intent to distribute five kilos of cocaine. 

Centipedes 
house all the.time and the bites 
are not fun,” said Ms Burrows 
yesterday. 

She claimed an attempt to 
expunge the six-inch centipede 
from her home took her about 
25 minutes and nearly a whole 
can of the insecticide Baygon. 

She called health officials 
who told her they did not 
respond to calls regarding cen- 
tipedes and recommended she 
contact a private exterminator. 

“This is why I am so darn 
mad, I spoke to (an official) at 
the Department of Environ- 
mental Health who said that 
the ministry doesn’t do any- 
thing about centipedes, only 
rats and mosquitoes. (They) 
said that they would make a 
note of my call and wait and 
see if any other people call with 
complaints. 

“T don’t see why the health 
people should pass this off to 
the private sector. It’s like the 
fact that you have a worry 
about getting bit by a big one is 
not good enough (but) if some- 
thing can bite with a venom 
that’s poisonous it has to be a 
health hazard,” she said. 

She has stocked up on anti- 
histamine in case she or her 
son gets bitten. 
Neighbour Heidi Kemp told 

The Tribune she and her hus- 
band periodically exterminated 
their home for about a year 
after their then eight-year-old 
daughter was bitten. 

“IT think someone should 
look into it because they are 
now breeding in our houses. 
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Our houses and our yards are 
quite clean so it’s got to be 
something (else). We have a 
vacant lot behind us and I 
believe that’s where they’re 
breeding and they’re coming 
through the walls.” 

Assistant Director of Envi- 
ronmental Health Carlton 
Smith said the department 
received one complaint gbout 
centipedes in Stevenson sub- 
division but believes it is a 
“localised” case. 
Because centipedes are not 

“vectors for disease” like 
rodents and mosquitoes the 
department has “no reason at 
this stage with this one call to 
believe we have a problem,” 
he said. 

“We received the call a while 
ago...it’s a situation that is very 
strange for us because we don’t 
get calls about centipedes being 
a problem in that area. 
“Anytime you just get a call 

of this nature for something 
that is not the norm, you would 
give it some attention, but the 
question is who would be 
responsible, us or (the Depart- 
ment of) Agriculture?” he said. 

“We'll monitor (the situa- 
tion) to see if something devel- 
ops,” he added. 

Centipedes are common gar- 
den arthropods that have an 
unpleasant bite similar to a 
wasp sting but some of the larg- 
er centipedes can be danger- 
ous to humans, especially chil- 

dren, according to the website 
w ww 
bioresearch.co.uk. 

They are also beneficial crea- 
tures which prey on root feed- 
ing insects. 

: dle to meet,” he said. 

-kendall-. 

FROM page one 

the prime minister has decided to debate the mat- 
ters beforehand, along with instituting a mid-year 
review to ensure that the government and public 
officials keep the country aware of how money is 
being spent. 

Though this process enhances the transparency 
in the management of public financing, some sug- 
gest the government has not used this year in 
office to tackle the slowdown in the economy and 
high rates of violent crime. 

“Well, the reality is if the FNM had passed every 
piece of legislation in the world the PLP was going 
to say they didn’t do anything, or they didn’t do 
enough. That’s a given,” said FNM chairman John- 
ley Ferguson yesterday in an interview with The 
Tribune. 

“But in reality, the government has done quite 
a bit to restructure and change some of the things 
that were happening in this country.” 

The biggest flare-up between the two parties 
has been over the Amendment to the Juries Act, 
which reduced the number of jurors required in 
‘non-capital cases from 12 to nine people, along 
with reducing the number of challenges attorneys 
can make to potential jurors. 

The government advanced the position that the 
amendment would help to speed up the process of 
bringing cases to trial, and by consequence help to 
reduce the backlog in the criminal justice system. 

The opposition protested at the time, arguing 
that the government did not consult with stake- 
holders, and that the purpose of the bill was to give 
the impression that they were acting on the crime 
problem, when they were not. 

“Legislation would not correct a crime prob- 
lem because crime is something that comes out 
of the heart of a man or a woman. And legislation 
can’t correct the heart,” argued Mr Ferguson. “But 
legislation can do things in terms of speeding up tri- 
als and bringing them to justice — apparently the 
police are bringing them before the courts — and we 
must decide what we are going to do with them 
with stiffer penalties and those kind of things. 

“Those things the government will continue to 
review and deal with. But in terms of crime itself, 
the committing of crime is something that comes 
from inside of a person basically.” 

that he doubts that the Majors’ 

Govt's legislative agenda 
Aside from this piece of legislation, the gov- 

ernment has only enacted one other procedural bill 
regarding crime. This is the Amendment to the 
Criminal Justice (International Co-operation) Act, 
which makes more explicit the procedure and | 
power of the Supreme Court for the purpose of 
giving effect to a request for assistance in a foreign 
criminal investigation. 

Another Amendment to the Supreme Court 
Act is still pending that will allow assistant regis- 
trars of the court also to function as Masters of the 
Court. 

Mr Ferguson said it must be remembered that 
the government’s agenda is a five-year agenda, 
and the FNM is committed to fulfilling the pledges 
it laid out in the ‘Trust Agenda.’ 

PLP chairman Glenys Hanna-Martin so far 
reads the FNM performance in parliament as 
unimpressive. 

“The government has been non- responsive in 
addressing the relevant issues plaguing the coun- 
try,” she said yesterday. 
“When you look at the ambitious legislative 

agenda that was set out in the speech from the 
throne, it certainly has not manifested itself — not 
even a hint of it — in the first year of their admin- 
istration,” Mrs Hanna-Martin said. 

She said the government, in regard to the Juries 
Act Amendment, merely pushed the bill through 
the House to give the public the impression that 
they were doing something about escalating levels 
of crime. 

And of the numerous money bills that have 
consumed most of the legislative time of the par- 
liament, she said: 

“T think they were also political shenanigans. 
It was the government’s attempt to throw aspira- 
tions on the previous administrations..And they 
spent a lot of time doing that.” 

In terms of issues that face the economy and 
country, the PLP chairman said she does not see 
“what legislation has been presented in the first 12 
months of their administration that addresses any 
of those issues.” 

“It has been politicking at its worst, and in my 
view very unproductive,” she said.       

 Pictet Bank & Trust Limited 
Anniversary 

=o PICTET 
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Pictet Bank & Trust Limited is pleased to offer a four (4) year 

Scholarship (tuition and books) for one (1) Bahamian Student to 
attend The College of the Bahamas 

Criteria for Applicants: . 

Graduate from High School in June 2008 with a Grade Point 

Average of at least 3.0 

Obtain a letter of recommendation from the School Principal 

or a member of an Academic Faculty 

Acceptance into the Banking / Finance Bachelor’s Degree 

Program at The College of the Bahamas 

Maintain a minimum Grade Point Average of 3.0 

Provide a Resume that demonstrates good interpersonal skills, 

effective leadership and social involvement in community 

activities 

Write an essay (500 words maximum) describing the positive 

effects of the International Banking Industry to the Bahamian 

Economy 

Be willing to work at Pictet Bank & Trust Limited during the 

summer holidays 

Send Applications to:- 

-Human Resources Manager 
Pictet Bank & Trust Limited 

Building 1, Bayside Executive Park 
West Bay Street & Blake Road 

P.O. Box N-4837 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Deadline for receipt of applications is 236d May, 2008 

The final decision to award this Scholarship rests entirely with Pictet Bank & Trust Limited.  



    

‘Common 
scheme’ 
urged to 
ban rogue 
financial 

operators 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

BAHAMIAN financial ser- 
vices regulators should not 
provide “specific cooling-off 
periods” after which persons 
prohibited from operating in 
the industry be allowed to re- 
enter it, a supervisory sub-com- 
mittee recommended, adding 
that all legislation should be 
amended to. provide a “com- 
mon scheme” for banning 

SEE page 3B 
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Royal Fidelity unveils $1.89m 
international equities sub-fund 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

oyal Fidelity Merchant 
Bank & Trust yesterday 
launched a second $1.89 
million sub-fund for its 
international investment 

fund that provides Bahamian investors 
with access to global capital markets, a 
senior executive telling this newspa- 
per that it was expected to be “fully 
subscribed” in just over two weeks. 

Michael Anderson, Royal Fidelity’s 
president, told The Tribune that the 

Royal Fidelity Bahamas International 
Fund’s equities sub-fund would target 
solely stocks and equities across world 
markets. 

With a minimum investment of 
$2,000 and a May 15, 2008, closing date, 
Mr Anderson said of the fund: “It 
launched today, and will close in two 
weeks’ time. Really, it’s expected to 
be fully subscribed with the initial base 
of Fidelity clients. 

“T kind of anticipate it will go really 

Bank expects second fund to be ‘fully subscribed’ in two weeks 
quickly, so if anything is left after May 
15, those shares will become available 
at the end of next month.” 

Royal Fidelity will initially launch 
the equities sub-fund to its brokerage 
clients only, then open it up to wider 
participation by other Bahamian retail 
and institutional investors later on. 

Once the offer period closes on May 
15, any subscriptions to, and redemp- 
tions from, the equities sub-fund will 
take place at the end of all subsequent 
months, with investors then buying in 
at the prevailing net asset value (NAV) 
price. 

To ensure the fund has acquired 
equities before the offering period is 
over, Mr Anderson said Royal Fideli- 
ty had “front ended” matters by loan- 
ing the equities sub-fund capital to 
make acquisitions up front. 
Acknowledging that the equities sub- 

fund’s launch did not coincide with the 

best time to invest in international 
stock markets, due to low investor con- 
fidence and uncertainty over the US 
and world economy’s outlook amid 
spiralling oil and food prices and the 
financial system credit crunch, Mr 
Anderson said there were still “pock- 
ets” of stocks continuing to appreci- 
ate in value. 

The equities sub-fund, he added, 
would attempt to select stocks able to 
“weather the downturn better than 
others” and provide a greater return to 
Bahamian investors than stocks listed 
on the Bahamas International Securi- 
ties Exchange (BISX). 

Data released by BISX yesterday 
indicated that Bahamian equities had 
been on a general downward trend 
over the 2008 first quarter, with the 
exchange’s All-Share Index - which 
measures the total value of listed stocks 
- down 103.35 points or 5 per cent for 

Three million cubic yards’ to 

the three months to March 31, 2008. 
This compared to a 105.04 point or 

6.02 per cent rise during the 2007 com- 
parative period, and while the total 
volume of shares traded on BISX dur- ° 
ing the 2007 first quarter had risen by 
57 per cent, the total value of shares 
traded had dropped by $1.685 million 
or 18.21 per cent. This indicated the 
downward pressure on prices. 

Mr Anderson said Royal Fidelity’s 
FINDEX index, which measured total 
returns on all Bahamian public stocks . 
- share price movement and dividends 
- had dropped by about 3 per cent for 
the 2008 first quarter. 
Noting that stocks such as FINCO’ 

and Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) had been 
sold down substantially from their 52- 
week highs in recent weeks, Mr Ander- 

SEE page 7B 

Cotswold merger 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

BRITANNIA Consulting 
Group, the Bahamas-based 
financial services provider, is 
unwinding its merger with the 
Cotswold Group and re-estab- 

.. lishing itself as a standalone 
company again due to “funda- 
mental differences” over busi- 
ness strategy and direction. 

The Tribune was yesterday 
told that Cotswold’s principals 
and Britannia, which is headed 
by UK citizen and Bahamas 
permanent resident Hywel 
Jones, wanted to target differ- 
ent markets and business 
opportunities and had decided 
to part ways “amicably”. 
Cotswold’s principals, for- 

mer Ansbacher (Bahamas) 
managing director Ian Towéll 
and Todd Callender, were said 
to be looking at “huge deals” 
related to Venezuela, looking 
to exploit demand for interna- 
tional financial services by 
high-net worth Venezuelans 
and companies interested in 
keeping wealth and assets out 
of President Hugo Chavez’s 
populist hands and his ‘Social- 
ism of the 21st Century’ revo- 
lution. 

Britannia and its affiliates, 
on the other hand, which spe- 
cialise in structuring tax-com- 
pliant financial planning solu- 
tions for high-net worth indi- 
viduals around the world, 
wanted to focus on its business 
and continue to do business 

with American and Canadian 
clients. 

Sources familiar with the sit- 
uation said Cotswold was 
unhappy about doing business 
with US clients, given the 
tough tax and regulatory envi- 
ronment surrounding them. 

Mr Jones yesterday declined 
to comment when contacted by 
The Tribune about the de-cou- 
pling from Cotswold, or alle- 
gations that Britannia was 
under scrutiny from Canadian 
tax officials over services it had 

- provided to a Canadian-based 
charitable foundation and gift 
programme, called the Banyan 
Tree. , 

Mr Jones indicated he had 
effectively been ‘gagged’ by 
Justice John Lyons from speak- . 
ing to the media due to the 
ongoing court battle he and 
Britannia are engaged in with 
his former business partner and 
ex-FNM MP, Lester Turn- 
quest. 
The Banyan Tree is being 

sued in the Onitario Superior 
Court of Justice by former 
clients in a class action lawsuit, 
who allege that the scheme’s 
investment advisers, promot- 
ers and attorneys misled them 
about its tax benefits. 
The lawsuit alleges that 

Banyan Tree participants bor- 
rowed money to‘make a chari- 
table donation, putting up min- 
imal equity themselves, and in 

SEE page 5B 
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PARADISE JSLAND #4291 Spectacular 4 bedroom 4.5 

bath residence. Theatre room with 90” movie screen and sur- 

round sound, plasma TV in every bedroom and private pool with 

waterfall. Offered at $2,495,000. New ExcLusive LISTING. 

Richard.Sawyer@SothebysRealty.com 242.424.9792 

Damianos 

SIRbahamas.com t 242.322.2305 

Sothebys 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY   f 242.322.2033 

fill more needs in downtown. 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

“JUST under 
three million 
cubic yards” of 
fill will be 
dredged from 
Nassau harbour’s 
floor beginning 
in September- 
October 2008, 
the minister of 
works and trans- 
port told The Tribune, adding 
that unless the work was com- 
pleted the Bahamas capital will 
“not be able to accommodate 
the next generation of cruise 
ships”. 

Dr Earl Deveaux said the 
dredging would take eight to 

Md 
mer 

  

hine months to complete, with 

* Nassau harbour dredge to start in 
September-October, with ‘drop dead’ 
completion date of September 2009 . 

* Minister says without work, Nassau unable to 
‘accommodate next generation of cruise ships’ 

* Consultants determine scope of works and 
area to be dredged, with fill to boost Arawak 
Cay and Woodes Rogers Wharf 

September 209 acting as the 
“drop dead” date for when the 
project had to be finished, giv- 
en the demands imposed by the 
cruise lines’ itineraries. 

The Government’s consul- 
tant engineers, Cox & Shal, had 
completed the scope of works 

_for the project, Dr Deveaux 
added, and in conjunction with 
the cruise lines pinpointed the 
exact areas within the harbour 
where the dredging will take   SEE page 2B 
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The Bahamian Stock Market 

  

FINDEX 902.58 — (-5.19%) YTD 

BISX | CLOSING CHANGE VOLUME YTD PRICE 
SYMBOL PRICE CHANGE 

AML $1.95 $+0.01 2,000 17.47% 
BBL _ $0.90 $-0.09 1,000 5.88% 
BOB $9.61 . 0 0.00% 
BPF’ _ $11.80 . 0 0.00% 
BSL $14.60 $- 0 0.00% 
BWL $3.50 fe 0 437% - 
CAB _ $13.70 $- 10,400 13.69% 
CHL. « $7.15 $-0.07 12,100 -15.42% 
CHL — $2.87 $. 21,622 -8,89% 
CIB $13.24 $- 500 -9.32% 
CWCB $4.84 $-0.13 1,684 -3.97% 
DHS $3.00 $+0.11 33,000 27.66% 
FAM _ $8.00 $+0.08 6,250 11.11% 
FBB $2.39 $: 0 -9.81% 
FCC $0.55 $-0.06 2,000 -28.57% 
FCL $5.32 $40.27 13,555 -2.70% 
FIN $12.50 $-0.42 1,950 3.47% 
ICD $6.86 ‘ 0 -538% 
ISI $12.30 ‘ 0 11.82% 
PRE $10.00 = 0 0.00% 

DIVIDEND/AGM NOTES: 

e FOCOL Holdings (FCL) has declared a dividend of $0.03 
per share, payable on May 13, 2008 to all shareholders of 
record date April 30, 2008. 

e Commonwealth Bank (CBL) has declared an extraordi- 
nary dividend of $0.06 per share, payable on April 30, 2008, to 
all shareholders of record date April 15, 2008. 

e Consolidated Water Company Limited BDRs (CWCB) 
has declared a dividend of $0.013 per share, payable on May 
7, 2008, to all shareholders of record date March 31, 2008. 

e Bahamas Waste (BWL) announced that it will be holding 
its Annual General Meeting on May 22, 2008, at 6pm at the 
National Tennis Centre, Nassau, Bahamas. 

¢ Commonwealth Bank Limited (CBL)announced it will be 
holding its Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, May 
21, 2008, at Spm at SuperClubs Breezes, West Bay Street, 
Cable Beach, Nassau, Bahamas. 

  

  

  

@ By Royal Fidelity Capital 
Markets 

IT was another active week 
in the Bahamian stock market 
with investors trading in 12 out 
of the 19 publicly traded com- 
panies. 

A total of 106,061 shares 
changed hands, representing a 
handsome increase of 36.5 per 
cent in the exchange's trading 
volume in comparison to last 

' week's activity of 77,702 
shares. 

Freeport Oil Holdings Com- 
pany (FCL)led this week's 
market rally with 13,555 shares 
trading, recapturing some of 
its loss from last week's 
decline. 

It climbed by $0.27 to close 
at $5.32. 
Doctors Hospital Health 

Systems (DHS) led the volume 
with 33,000 shares, rising by 
$0.11 to end at a new 52-week 
high of $3. 

Colina Holdings (Bahamas) 
followed with 21,622 shares, 
closing unchanged at $2.87. 

Finance Corporation of the 
Bahamas (FIN) declined the 
most, with 1,950 shares trad- 
ing, plummeting by $0.42 or 
3.3 per cent to end the week at 
$12.50. 

Consolidated Water Com- 
pany BDRs (CWCB) came in. 
second, with 1,684 shares trad- 
ing, decreasing by $0.13 to end 
the week at $4.84. 

je Fair and Auto Show 
Park, Georgetown, Exuma 

Date: May | & 2, 2008 
lime: 9:30am - 4:30pm 

Special Interest Rates: 

¢ Auto Rates as LOW as 6%_ 
¢ Mortgage Rate 8% 

In attendance. 
¢ Contractors 
e Real Estate Companies 
e Auto Dealers 
e Insurance Companies 

On- th Spot Financing povided by Scotiabank 

§ Scotiabank 
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COMPANY NEWS 

Earnings Releases: 

Commonwealth Bank 
(CBL) released its audited 
financial results for the year 
ended December 31, 2007. 
CBL reported a net income 

of $49 million, representing an 
increase of 23 per cent over 
the prior year. 

Net interest income of $89.9 
million rose by $10 million or 
13 per cent over the prior year. 

Earning per share grew from 
$0.35 in 2006 to $0.43 in 2007, 
an increase of 22.9 per cent. 
Net income available to com- 
mon shareholders stood at 
$42.6 million. 
CBL continues to report 

strong performance ratios with 
return on equity (ROE) and 
return on assets (ROA) of 35.5 
per cent and 3.84 per cent © 
respectively, compared to 34.4 
per cent and 3.72 per cent at 
year-end 2006. 

INVESTOR CORNER | 
Emerging Market Fund 

AN emerging market fund 
is a mutual fund that invests 
the majority of its assets in the 
financial markets of developing ' 
countries with superior growth 
prospects. Some examples of 
emerging markets are Eastern 
Europe, Latin America, and 
Asia. 

One- of the advantages of 
investing in an emerging mar- 
ket fund is that it can provide 
diversification and high growth 
potential, particularly during 
a downturn in the investor’s 
home country. 

ROYAL FIDELITY MARKET WRAP 
International Markets 
FOREX Rates 

CAD$ 
GBP 
EUR 

Commodities 

Crude Oil 
Gold 

  

  
International Stock Market Indexes: 

DJIA 
S & P 500. 
NASDAQ 
Nikkei 

  

On the other hand, invest- 
ing in an emerging market can 
be very risky because markets 
in developing countries are still 
in the early growth stage, and 
is normally characterized as 
being vulnerable to political 
and economic instability. 

Offering Notice: 

FOCOL Holdings (FCL) 
announced, following its annu- 
al general meeting on March 
27, 2008, that the Directors 
were granted shareholder 
approval to offer 35 million 
reference shares representing 
35 million. 
The directors subsequently 

Weekly % Change 

0.9860 -0.98 
1.9852 -0.64 
1.5632 -1.17 

Weekly % Change 

$118.58 +1.46 
$865.37 -5.44 

Weekly % Change 

12,891.86 +0.33 
1,397.84 +0.54 
2,422.93 +0.83 
13,863.47 +2.87 

resolved to offer a private 
placement of 15 million class B 
perpetual preference shares, 
representing $15 million, with a 
minimum subscription of 
$100,000 pending regulatory 
approval. 

The preference shares will 
pay-a dividend rate of prime 
+1.75%, payable semi-annual- 
ly. The offering closes on April 
30, 2008. 
The proceeds from this 

offering will be used to 
increase working capital and 
other business opportunities. 
Royal Fidelity Capital Markets 
will be acting as one of the 
placement agents for the offer- 
ing. 

‘Three million cubic 

vards’ to 

  

ll more 

needs in downtown 
FROM page 1B 

place. . 
Cox & Shal, which will oversee the project 

and supervise the company that wins the dredg- 
ing contract, is currently conducting an Envi- 
ronmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and work- 
ing out where the fill extracted will go. 

The dredging’s total cost will not be known 
until the contract goes out for bid, and prospec- 
tive companies submit their offers. Once the 
EIA is completed, the tender for the actual 
‘dredging contract will go out to bid. 

“We have an agreement with the consulting 
company, Cox & Shal,” Dr Deveaux told The 
Tribune. “They’ve completed the scope of 
works, met with the cruise industry and defined . 
where. the dredging will take place. They’re 
doing an EIA and scoping out where the fill 
will go. 

“We're eagerly anticipating having all the 
work ready for the start of dredging in early 
fall. Our timeframe for having the dredging 
completed is early September 2009.” 

Dredging the harbour and expanding its turn- 
ing basin, coupled with improvements to Prince 
George’s Dock, are designed to give Nassau’s 
port the ability to receive and handle the newly- 
emerged largest cruise ship class, the Liberty 
vessels. 

Upgrades 
If the upgrades are not done, or completed on 

schedule, Nassau’s reputation as a port of call 
will be severely damaged in the eyes of the 
cruise industry. 

Given that Nassau receives some 1.8 million 
cruise passengers per year, accounting for at 
least 50 per cent of all cruise arrivals to this 
nation, the city would also lose - for several 
years, at least - the ability to grow this number 
through the expanded passenger capacity of the 
Liberty Ships. 

“If we don’t do this work, we will not be able 

a while ee last) 

to accommodate the next generation of cruise 
ships,” Dr Deveaux told The Tribune. 

“They [the cruise industry] need us to confirm 
we'll be ready for them by September-October 
2009, so we have to be finished by then. That’s 
our drop dead date.” 

The Nassau harbour dredging, Dr Deveaux 
explained, was deeply intertwined with the Gov- 
ernment’s other infrastructure upgrade plans, 
and the strategy to relocate the downtown Nas- 
sau shipping facilities and revitalise Bay Street. 

Extracted 

For instance, the three million cubic yards of 
‘fill extracted from Nassau harbour will be used 
to extend Arawak Cay westwards, enlarging 
the site for the proposed new port, as well as 
helping to accommodate a new road corridor to 
serve the port. This road corridor will be part of 
the New Providence Road Improvement pro- 
ject. 

Dr Deveaux added: “We will use the fill to 
extend Woodes Rogers Wharf and Arawak Cay 
in a comprehensive plan to improve downtown 
Nassau, as well as accomplish our goal to move 
the container traffic out of Nassau.” 

The fill will be used to extend Woodes Rogers 
Wharf eastwards and create an attractive water- 
front for both Bahamians and tourists alike. By 
removing the shipping companies and improv- 
ing waterfront access, both the Government 
and private sector are hoping it will stimulate the 
revival of retail, restaurant, commercial, resi- 
dential and entertainment development. 

Dr Deveaux said the Government was “using 
this necessary investment in dredging Nassau 
harbour to accomplish other things that are nec- 
essary”, adding that “these key physical 
improvements will underpin the strategic direc- 
tion” of downtown Nassau’s redevelopment. 

Cox & Shal is a joint venture between a 
Bahamian engineering company, started in 1964 
by George V. Cox, a chartered civil and struc- 
tural engineer, and SHAL Consulting Engi- 
neers of Toronto, Canada. 
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BISX unlikely to produce 
0%-plus returns in 2008 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

BAHAMAS International 
Securities Exchange (BISX) list- 
ed stocks are “unlikely” to pro- 
duce the 23-24 per cent returns 
investors enjoyed over the past 
two years, a leading investment 
executive told The Tribune yes- 
terday, the forecasting that the 
general economic climate made 
“low double digit returns” more 
realistic. 
Kenwood Kerr, Providence 

Advisors chief executive, said 

the main question analysts were 
asking in relation to the BISX 
equities market was: “Can the 
Index repeat the gains its had 
in the last two years, 24 per cent 

in 2006 and 23 per cent in 
2007?” 

Data released by BISX yes- 
terday indicated that Bahamian 
equities had been on a general 
downward trend over the 2008 
first quarter, with the 
exchange’s All-Share Index - 
which measures the total val- 
ue of listed stocks - down 
103.35 points or 5 per cent for 
the three months to March 31, 

2008. 
This compared to a 105.04 

point or 6.02 per-cent rise dur- 
ing the 2007 comparative peri- 
od, and while the total volume 

of shares traded on BISX dur- 
ing the 2007 first quarter had 
risen by 57 per cent, the total 

value of shares traded had 
dropped by $1.685 million or 
18.21 per cent. This indicated 
the downward pressure on 
prices. 

Mr Kerr told The Tribune 
that the returns produced by 
listed equities in 2006 and 5007 

  

‘Low double digit returns’ likely, rather than 

23-24 per cent achieved in 2006 and 2007 

PNM Cla 

were “against the backdrop of 
amore buoyant economy”. 
“We can’t conclude that the 

Index will do now what it did in 
previous years,” he said. “I sus- 
pect that it could probably 
achieve double digit growth, 
but it will be low double digit 
growth. I don’t think it will be 
anywhere near 23 per cent.” 

On the 2008 first quarter 
data released by the exchange, 
he added: “My guess would be 
that already in the first quar- 

ter you’re seeing the impact a 
softening economy could have 
on the Index, as it’s linked to. 

share price performance.” 
The BISX All-Share Index’s 

decline, and the drop in total 
value of shares traded, 

_ appeared to be linked heavily 
to adjustments in the price of 
Commonwealth Bank’s stock, 
following the bank’s three-for- 
one stock split late in 2007. 

Following a period that saw 
the price run up to $8.50 per 
share, something that would 
have valued Commonwealth 
Bank at $25.50 pre-split, the 
overvalued shares were recog- 
nised by the market and cor- 
rected to what is currently a> 
more stable price of $7.13. 
Commonwealth Bank led 

both the volume and value 
stakes in the 2008 first quarter, 
with some 466,554 of its shares 
traded, accounting for 39 per 
cent of total volume. 

In-the. value stakes, it 
accounted for 46.45 per cent of 
total value traded at $3.514 mil- 
lion. 

Mr Kerr yesterday said insti- 
tutional and retail investors in 
the Bahamian market often 
had different objectives, the lat- 
ter trading on sentiment and 
the need to cash out for liquid- 
ity, and the former - where the 
‘smart money’ is - taking a 
longer-term view and buying 

‘Common scheme’ 
urged to ban rogue 
financial operators 
FROM page 1B 

rogue operators. 
The final report on Cooling- 

Off periods for Persons 
Deemed to be unfit to provide 
Regulated Financial Services, 
which was presented to the 
Group of Financial Services 
Regulators (GFSR) at its 
meeting last week, said the leg- 
islation underpinning and gov- 
erning the operations of all 
Bahamian supervisory bodies 
should be amended to provide | 
the “common scheme”. 

The report, which was pro- 
duced by a GFSR sub-com- 
mittee featuring representa- 
tives from the Central Bank of 
the Bahamas, Department of 
Co-Operatives, Securities 
Commission and Registrar of 
Insurance, recommended that 
the Bahamas adopt and modi- 
fy the powers contained in the 
UK Financial Services and 
Markets Act 2000 to achieve 
its objectives. 

The report said: “The sub- 
committee recommends that 
the legislation of the various 
domestic regulators be amend- 
ed to include a common 
scheme for the prohibition of 
individuals regarded as being 
unfit to provide regulated 
financial services, and to per- 
form, functions related to the 
provision of such ser- 

“As regards specific cooling- 
off periods, the sub-committee 
is of the view that specific time- 
lines for cooling-off periods 
ought not to be included in the 
legislation. 

“Further, the sub-committee 
recommends that regulators 
have a discretion as to whether 
a prohibition order should 
state a cooling-off period or 
timeline within which the reg- 
ulator might be minded to con- 
sider varying or revoking the: 
order, on the application of the 
affected person.” 
Among the legislative 

amendments suggested were 
to empower Bahamian finan- 

    

cial services regulators to issue 
orders preventing a person 
from providing financial ser- 
vices or any related function, 
and the setting out of who 
could be subject to such an 
order, when a regulator could 

issue it, the procedures 
involved, when it could be var- 

ied and revoked, penalties for 

breaching an order and the 
appeals process available to 
those subject to the order. 

The GFSR sub-committee 
said the “uniform framework” 
was needed to deal with per- 
sons who had committed “seri- 
ous regulatory breaches” and 
failed to meet a “fit and prop- 
er criteria”, and provide a 
mechanism for reinstating 
those individuals. 

Central Bank governor 
Wendy Craigg was the driving 
force behind the ‘cooling-off’ 
sub-committee, the report not- 
ing that the Central Bank had 
“denied-an application for 
exchange control approval to 
facilitate a money transmission 
business because the applicant 
had materially breached pre- 
vious exchange control 
approvals. 
“Governor Craigg further 

advised that the Inspector of 
Financial and Corporate Ser- 
vice Providers had refused to 
renew the applicant’s financial 
and ~ corporate service 
provider’s licence in 2006, as 
the applicant had similarly 
failed to meet certain require- 
ments for renewal of the 
licence........ 

“The development of a 
range of cooling-off periods is 
designed to allow prohibited 
persons to expunge their 
records and possibly become 
eligible to engage or re-engage 
in the provision of regulated 
financial services.” 

In its examination of existing 
Bahamian legislation, the sub- 
committee found “that all reg- 
ulators have discretion to 
refuse to grant a licence or reg- 
istration, or to renew a licence 

‘Take the risk 
out of accepting 
cheques at you 

Business 

or registration on the basis that 
(1) it is in the public interest or 
(2) the applicant, licensee or 
registrant is not a fit and prop- 
er person to provide or con- 
tinue to provide regulated 
financial services. 

“Additionally, regulators are 
all empowered to impose con- 
ditions on, vary or revoke a 
licence or registration in cer- 
tain legislatively prescribed cir- 
cumstances......... 

“With respect to cooling-off 
periods, with the exception of 
the Securities Industry regula- 
tions’ reference to suspension 
for a specified period, no pro- 
vision is made for cooling-off 
periods for a person who has 

been refused a licence or reg- 
istration or who has been 
removed from his/her position 
in a regulated entity.” 
Another issue discussed at 

last week’s GFSR meeting, 
The Tribune can reveal, were 
concerns raised by a Compli- 
ance Commission inspector, 
Stephen Thompson, regarding 
a website, www.bahamasba- 
hamas.com, established by a 
Thomas Azzara. 

The Tribune can confirm the 
website exists, and Mr Thomp- 
son said neither the site nor 
Mr Azzara held a financial and 
corporate services provider’s 
licence despite purporting to 
offer financial services. 

The Compliance Commis- 
sion said there was no evidence 
of a Business Licence fee being 
paid, either. 

we mat 

Fully furnished ROOMS, APARTMENTS, 
& Houses wanted for Short term stays 

in the Bahamas Home Away From Home 

program. 

Contact Ms. Allen @ Stop-N-Shop Online 
394-4949 or e-mail : 

Bahamas. HomeAwayFromHome@ gmail.com 

  

to hold. 
BISX yesterday said its 19 

listed stocks had a market cap- 
italisation of $3.78 billion. 

Trading volume for the first 
quarters was 1,196,953 shares, 
with a total value of $7.566 mil- 
lion. Volume was up by 57 per 
cent or 434,202 shares, while 
value was down from $9.25 mil- 
lion in 2007 - a difference of 
$1.685 million or 18.21 per cent. 
_On volume, coming in 

behind Commonwealth Bank 
in descending order were: 
Doctors Hospital with 

258,338 shares traded, account- 
ing for 21.6 per cent of total 
trades 

FOCOL - 122,589 (10.25 per ° 
cent) 

Abaco Markets - 73,510 (6.15 
per cent) . 

FirstCaribbean - 60,678 6.07 
per cent) 

On total value of shares trad- 
ed, the second to fifth places 
were: 

FirstCaribbean - $841,575 in 
total value of shares traded, 

accounting for 11.12-per cent of 
the total 

FOCOL - $633,616 (8.37 per 
cent)   
BRISTOL 
WINES & SPIRITS 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

To: All Our Valued Customers 

Please be advised that the main 
warehouse of Bristol Wines & Spirits, 

Gladstone Road will be closed for 

inventory count on Wednesday April 

30th. Our Customer Service Dept will 
receive all orders for delivery before 11 

am on Tuesday 29th and will re-open 
for business on Thursday 1st May. 

We will be happy to fill any orders you 

have on the 30th from one of our Retail 

outlets near you. 

  

  
= SS Sas SOG SS 
2a Dewagard Plaza Madeira Street 
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Vacancy for the position of: 

MANAGER, CREDIT RISK 
Core responsibilities:    POSITION AVAILABLE 

GLOBAL UNITED LIMITED is looking to employ a CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER. 

The successful candidate will be required to meet the following criteria: 

    e Develop/promote/support, on an ongoing basis, improvements 
to credit processes/procedures which will ensure the delivery 
of the most cost-effective and efficient services to customers 
without compromising effective management of risk. 
Ensure compliance with the Bank’s credit policies and 
procedures. 
Adjudicate Credit Proposals within delegated authority. 
Adjudicate/recommend and present Credit Proposals in 
excess of delegated authority to appropriate Credit Committee. 
Remain current on macroeconomic factors within the local 
economy and their potential effects on the Banking Industry 
in general and any specific Bank customer business. 
Ensure that the Bank’s delinquency and non-performing 
ratios are maintained within the established guidelines. 
Monitor quality of Bank’s asset portfolio via relevant 
reports. 
Oversee the conduct of reviews of the Credit Portfolio to. 

‘ ensure that the integrity is being maintained. 
Assist in the development of training courses for Consumer 
and Commercial Lending Officers. 
Manage the Bank’s Loan Loss-Provisioning and Write Off 
process. 

  

     
  
   

    

RESPONSIBILITIES 
¢ Supervise all staff, providing general staff management and allocating staff 

resources while monitoring professional development. 
e Lead financial oversight including budgeting, growth modelling, cash flow 
management and related functions. 

¢ Provide leadership and oversight for all operational functions. 
¢ Contribute to strategic decisions as a member of the firm's leadership team. 
¢ Develop systems and processes that support the firm's business development 

activities. 

EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 
¢ Bachelor degree or higher 
¢ CPA designation 

    

       
    
    
      

    
       

      

EXPERIENCE 
e At least five years work experience in a consulting business or comparable busi- 

ness or firm. 
* Significant experience in overseeing and implementing operations functions, 

managing complex projects and supervising staff. 
° A proven track record of entrepreneurship. 

     
    
       

      

SKILLS 
* Stong isdioeenin and management skills. 
¢ Excellent communication skills 
¢ Outstanding skills in analysis. 
* Ability to manage and advance multiple tasks and responsibilities at the same 

time. 
Ability to work in a dynamic, fast-paced environment. 

    Knowledge, Skills and Abilities: 
     

  

     

  

¢ Bachelor’s Degree and five or more years of credit experience. . 
¢ Strong accounting and financial analysis skills. 
e Strong negotiation skills. 
¢ Detailed knowledge of Credit and Collections. 
¢ Core knowledge of legal practices and documentation. 

     

    

  

Salary commensurate with current salary scales, skills, 
qualifications and experience. 
      

  

Benefits include: Competitive salary commensurate with 
experience and qualifications; Group Medical (includes dental 
and vision) and life insurance; pension scheme. 

Deadline for Submission of Résumés is April 30th, 2008    
    

  

Please forward cover letter and résumé via mail, fax or email to:- 

Human Resource Department 
Global United Limited 

P.O. Box CB-13838 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Re: Chief Operating Officer 

    Interested persons should apply no later than May 2, 2008 to: 

DA #62008 ° 
c/o The Tribune 
P.O. Box N3207 

Nassau, The Bahamas 

     
      

     Fax: 242-377-1261   
: SONSOLIDATED FINAN 

  

    
       

Bahamas Property Fund Limited — | Bahamas Property Fund Limited 

(incorporated under the laws of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas) 
      Consolidated Income Statement 

For the Year Ended 31 December 2007       Consolidated Balance Sheet 

      
     
         
        

      

        

      

     

  

    

  

     
     
       

           

  

   

         
      

          
     

      

     
  

  

           

     
      
      

       

  

       

  

      

As of 31 December 2007 (Espressed in: Babaminn dellars) 

(Expressed in Bahamian dollars) 

i . 2007 2006 

2007 2006 $ $ 

$ $ Restated 
Restated (Note 12) 

(Note 12) , 

ASSETS INCOME 

Non-current assets : . : Rental and parking revenue (Note 8) ; 4,195,1 10 4,326,566 

Investment property (Note 4) 46,507,000 45.340.000 Net gain from fair value adjustments on investment ; 
. property (Note 4) 446,814 1,396,129 

Current assets Interest income 30.985 28.458 
Other assets eee . 107,398 157,967 

Trade receivables (Note 3) 2,233,530 1,923,868 , 4,672,909 5,751,153 

Cash with banks 362.471 806,911 . 

ee 2,703,399 2888 46 ee 
: ‘ ‘ , Parking maintenance 239,664 326,006 

Total assets 49,210,399 48,228,746 | Management fees (Note 8(a)) 176,836 195,043 
LIABILITIES Professional fees 23,623 24,000 

seat : Business licence fees (Note 12) 64,898 60,512 

Non-current liabilities : Directors’ fees 24,000 23,000 
Borrowings (Note 5) 15,420,779 16,275,716 Maintenance cost of vacant rental space 350,716 204,431 

Security deposits from tenants __159,049 185,500 Provision for doubtful accounts (Note 3) 22,823 - 
- 15.579.828 16,461,216 Other operational expenses 91,014 81,321 

Current liabilities 993,574 914,313 

Bank overdrafts 682,359 435,345 ; 

Trade payables, accrued expenses and other liabilities 683,516 813,612 Operating profit 3,679,335 4,836,840 

Unearned rental income - 56,500 
Borrowings (Note 5) 865.093 1.194.987 Interest and bank charges (1,065,418) (1,060,185) 

Coupons on preference shares - (110,904) 

2,230,968 2,500,444 

Total liabilities 17,810,796 18,961,660 | Netincome — 2,613,917 3,665,751 

EQUITY . Earnings per share $1.09 $1.52 

Share capital (Note 6) 24,070 24,070 
Share premium (Note 6) 12,010,930 12,010,930 Weighted average number of shares outstanding 2,407,000 2,407,000 

Retained earnings 19,364,603 17,232,086 ; 

Total equity 31,399,603 29,267,086 

Total liabilities and equity 49,210,399 48,228,746 

   APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND SIGNED ON ITS BEHALF BY: 

Ale Kile. fo 
Director Director 

        

* 22 April 2008 :   
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Bahamas car 

@ By CARA BRENNEN-BETHEL 
Tribune Business Reporter 
  

FACING a slow down in consumer 
floor traffic, Bahamian car dealers 

yesterday said they were preparing 
for the worst but hoping for the best 
when it came to new car sales for 
2008. 

Fred Albury, of Executive Motors, 

said the industry was facing numerous 
challenges, including skyrocketing 
fuel costs, a weakening US dollar and 
the recent decision of government to 
cease the tax exemption on taxi vehi- 
cles. 
“March was down considerably 

dealers 
‘prepare for the worst’ 

Sales down in March, with consumer floor traffic lighter 

compared to last year, but it can be 
attributed to three things - the down- 
turn in the economy, the fact that 
Easter weekend was in March, and 

the fact that the car show was held 
at the Mall at Marathon the week 
after Easter,” he added. 

Mr Albury explained that the show 
was now in its 17th or 18th year, and 
many people had gotten “hip” to 
holding off on their car purchases 
until the. show because banks and 
insurance companies offer special 

rates for it. 
Mr Albury said that when taking 

those things into consideration, April 
sales were better than March. “How- 
ever, in all fairness, floor traffic has 
been lighter,” he added. 

Trend 

Mr Albury said he had noticed a 
trend of persons looking to purchase 
smaller vehicles, and that used cars 

sales has picked up as people tried to 

stretch their budgets. 
The Bahamian new car dealer 

industry had adjusted its annual fore- 
cast to reflect a possible further down- 
turn, he added 

“In particular, we are noticing a 

decline in sales of the vehicles that 
are used for taxis, probably because 
those vehicles can no longer be 
brought in duty free,” Mr Albury said. 

He added that the consensus in the 
industry was that it'was preparing for 
the worst scenario, but hoping for the 

best. ’ 
“It’s like a banker told me: ‘We are 

preparing for a hurricane, but hop- 
ing that we only have a tropical 
storm’,” Mr Albury said. 

The industry is still dealing with all 
the factors affecting costs as a result of 
skyrocketing fuel prices and the weak- 
ening dollar, particularly as dealers 
exchange the US dollar for the yen to 
purchase vehicles, which will ulti- 
mately be reflected in consumer 
prices. 

To atlvertise in The Tritune - Britannia unwinds Cotswold merger 
company did was in accor- 
dance with tax advice received 
from Canadian attorneys. 

FROM page 1B 

return received a tax credit. 
However, the Canadian tax 

authority, Canada Revenue 
Agency, has disallowed the 
charitable donation tax cred- 
its for 2003, and is moving to 
do so for all the years between 
2004-2007... 

As a result, members of the 
class action lawsuits have 
alleged that they are “liable” to 
Canada Revenue Agency for 

interest charges on their 
income tax assessments, while 

their security deposits have 
been “severely compromised”. 
Canada Revenue Agency 

investigators have interviewed 
_Mr Turnquest about Britanni- 
a’s role in the Banyan Tree 
structure, given that the 
Bahamas-based company pro- 
vided financial services to the 
charitable scheme when he was 
with the company. 

The tax authority is espe- 
cially eager to obtain any doc- 
uments relating to dealings 
between the Banyan Tree and 

Britannia and its affiliate, 

Hampton Insurance Compa- 

ny. 
Banyan Tree’s 2006 audited 

financial statements show the ) 
charitable, non-profit founda- 
tion made a number of invest- 
ments in Hampton Insurance 
annuity policies between 
December 31, 2004, and 
December 31, 2006, totalling 
$53.42 million. 

It is understood, through, 
that the investigators have nev- 
er called or met with Mr Jones 
or any current Britannia exec- 
utives, and that everything the 

NOTICE 

    For stories behind news, 
read /asigit Mondays 

  

NOTICE 

EXXONMOBIL EXPLORATION AND 

PRODUCTION GUINEA-BISSAU _ LIMITED 

Creditors having debts or claims against the above-_ 
named Company are required to send particulars 

thereof to the undersigned c/o P. O. Box N-624, 

Nassau, Bahamas on or before 16th May, A.D., 

NOTICE is hereby given that ETTA HAYDEN of 16 
FOWLER STREET, P.O. BOX SB-52317, NASSAU, 
BAHAMAS is applying to the Minister responsible for 
Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization 
as a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who 
knows any reason why registration/ naturalization should 
not be granted, should send a written and signed statement 
of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 22nd day 
of April:2008 te-the Minister,respehsible for Nationality. 
and Citizenship, P.O.Box N- 7147, Nassau, Bahamas. 

TOES ec 
PSR R ELE 

  

NOTICE 
EXXONMOBIL EXPLORATION AND 

PRODUCTION GUINEA-BISSAU LIMITED 

NOTIC EIS HEREBY GIVEN as follows: 

(a) EXXONMOBIL EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION GUINEA- 
BISSAU LIMITED is in dissolution under the provisions of the 

International Business Companies Act 2000. 

(b) The dissolution of the said Company commenced on the 23rd day 

of April, 2008 when its Articles of Dissolution were submitted to and 

registered by the Registrar General. 

(c) The Liquidator of the said Company is MaryBeth Taboada, 16945 

Northchase Drive, Houston, Texas 77060, U.S.A. 
ETT TR RST te 

Dated the 24th day of April, 2008. 

HARRY B. SANDS, LOBOSKY MANAGEMENT CO. LTD. 
2008. In default thereof they will be excluded from the 

Attorneys for the above-named Company 
benefit of any distribution made by the Liquidator: NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that SIREN WAERLAND 
_DAVIS of CROSSING ROCKS, ABACO, BAHAMAS is 
applying to the Minister responsible for Nationality and 
Citizenship, for registration/naturalization as a citizen 
of The Bahamas, and that any person who knows any 
reason why registration/ naturalization should not be 
granted, should send a written and signed statement 
of the facts within twenty-eight days from the 22nd day 
of April 2008 ‘to the Minister responsible for Nationality 
and Citizenship, P-O.Box N- 7147, Nassau, Bahamas. 

  
Dated the 24th day of April, A.D., 2008. 

MaryBeth Taboada 

Liquidator 

16945 Northchase Drive 

Houston, Texas 77060, U.S.A. 

runes: omen ACCOUNTING | 

      
   

  

    

    

    
   

     

    

   

    

    

   

   

    

Client Accounting Department 

A reputable financial institution headquartered in: Bermuda, with offices in 
The Bahamas, Barbados, the Cayman Islands, Guernsey, Switzerland, 
Hong Kong, Malta and the United Kingdom, Butterfield Private Bank 
offers a wide range of services to local and international clients. 

An exciting opportunity currently exists for a results oriented self starter 
with a record of professional achievements to join our dynamic Client 

——— BAHAMAS 
Accounting team. 

1 Super maw? 
ae SALAM DBD page 

- MANAGER TRAINEES/FUTURE LEADERS 
Bahamas Supermarkets Limited operates a leading super- 

market chain in The Bahamas. As a market leader, the 

‘Company prides itself on delivering premier service through its 

City Market supermarkets, having a strong commitment to its 

customers, associates and community. 

  

Banca del Sempione (Overseas) Ltd. 
Core Responsibilities 

Employment Opportunity 
Assistant Portfolio Manager 

Manage the client accounting department 

Review of Financial Statements 

: “ ; Preparation of monthly reports for senior management 

Banca del Sempione (Overseas) Ltd. is looking for an : ee a 

Assistant Portfolio Manager to join its select team of 

professionals. 

Ensure the implementation of standard practices relating to all 
accounting matters   

aot : . Ensure full awareness of and adherence to all applicable laws, 
An opportunity for Management Trainees (Future Leaders) regulations, bank policies and procedures 

exists in New Providence and Grand Bahama to join this ‘ 

Responsibilities: market leader. Provide training to client accounting staff 

Reporting to the Head of Retail Operations, the successful 

applicants will; - Asset allocation for customer accounts 

- Application of investment strategies 

- Trading of securities 

- Review of performance of portfolios 

- Liaison with clients and external portfolio managers 

Desired Qualifications 

¢ Be self-motivated and highly energetic. 

¢ Have effective supervisory skills 

° Be highly flexible and mobile and prepared to work 

evenings, weekends and holidays 

¢ Have a clean police record, drivers license, good 

character references and be physically fit 

¢ Have a university degree or currently in final year 

° Have good communication (verbal and written) and 

interpersonal skills 

¢ Be numerate and analytical with the ability to 

derive information from financial reports 

¢ Be a strong problem solver 

e Have the ability to multi task 

¢ Solid functional computer skills with working 

knowledge of Microsoft applications 

At least five (5) years experience in the Trust Industry 

Professional Designation of CA, CPA or relevant experience 

Excellent working knowledge of accountancy 

Client driven background, including good understanding of deadlines 

Minimum qualification: eto 
Proficient in Microsoft Office suite of products 

Strong interpersonal, communication, problem solving, project 
- 5 years experience in a similar position aa 

management and customer service skills 
- excellent knowledge of European securities markets 

- English and Italian written and spoken fluently 

- Bachelors degree or similar 

- Knowledge of other foreign languages is an advantage. 

Closing Date: May 7, 2008 

Salary and benefits will be commensurate with experience and 

qualifications. 

  

Contact 

Human Resources 
Butterfield Bank (Bahamas) Limited 
P.O. Box N-3242 
Nassau, Bahamas 
Fax: (242) 393 3772 
E-mail: recruitn 

www. butterfiel: 

Salary will be commensurate with experience. Interested 

candidates should forward a copy of their resume to: 
If you have what it takes to succeed in this challenging role, 

forward your resume and cover letter to: 

Human Resources 

Bahamas Supermarkets Limited 

East-West Highway « P. 0. Box N 3738 + Nassau, Bahamas 

Or e-mail to: humanresources@bahamassupermarkets.com 

Human Resources 

' Banca del Sempione (Overseas) Ltd. 

P.O. Box N-8159 

Nassau, Bahamas No telephone inquiries please Ag 
Butterfield Private Bank Only persons being interviewed for this position 

will be contacted. 
    [os  
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  “I get a better sense of what 

‘is happening in The Bahamas 

from reading the Tribune. 

_ Where other daily 

newspapers fall short, the 

od ey 

  

‘Tribune deliver 

confident knowing The 

Tribune looks out for my 

interests. The Tribune is 

my newspaper.” 

NELSON JOHNSON 

TAXI DRIVER 
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Union infighting ‘will have no 
impact’ on hotel industrial talks 
@ By CARA BRENNEN- 

BETHEL 
Tribune Business 
Reporter 

NEGOTIATIONS between 
the Bahamas Hotel, Catering 

and Allied Workers Union and 
the Bahamas Hotel Employ- 
ers Association (BHEA) over 
a new industrial agreement 
‘should not be impacted by the 

union’s present infighting, its 
secretary-general, Leo Dou- 
glas, said yesterday. 

Speaking with Tribune Busi- 
ness, Mr Douglas said he was 

confident that the current 
problems the union is experi- 
encing will have no impact 
whatsoever on the union’s 
negotiations with the BHEA. 

“The persons who are hav- 
ing the difficulties were never 

the ones who sat in on the 
negotiation table. The chief 
negotiators were always the 
president and the secretary- 
general, and the. persons that 
were asked to join us. We’ve 
negotiated many matters, and 
in fact we are expected to put a 
major matter to bed next 
week,” Mr Douglas said. 

It is understood, though, that 
BHEA negotiators, led by 

Kerzner International vice- 
president of administration, J 
Barrie Farrington, Baha Mar’s 
senior vice-president of gov- 
ernment and public affairs, 
Robert Sands, and BHEA 

executive Michael Reckley, are 
concerned that the union’s 
infighting could disrupt and 
delay the industrial agreement 
talks by distracting union exec- 
utives. 

Royal Fidelity unveils $1.89m 
international equities sub-fund 
FROM page 1B 

son said: “The local markets is very much 
linked to the US market, in that it is very 
susceptible to downturns in tourism and a 
lack of foreign direct investment. This 
economy eventually slows down, and the 
upside to the market is very limited.” 

The equities sub-fund is being launched 
‘with Royal Fidelity’s quarterly allocation 
of just over $2 million in US$ denominat- 
ed funding granted as part of the last 
exchange control reforms unveiled by the 
‘Central Bank of the Bahamas. 

Those reforms make available to three 
Bahamas-based broker/dealers, at quar- 
terly intervals throughout the year, a total 
of $25 million for use in investment funds 
that provide Bahamians with access to 
international capital markets without hav- 

trol premium. 
With three broker/dealers competing 

for the quarterly $6.25 million allocation, 
it is effectively split three ways into just 
over $2 million each. 

The Tribune has been told that CFAL 
has also applied for, and obtained, its quar- 

terly allocation for its three funds - the 
CFAL Global Bond Fund, CFAL Global 
Equity Fund and CFAL High Grade 
Fund. 
Anthony Ferguson, CFAL’s president, 

did not return The Tribune’s call last night 
seeking confirmation of this. 

Royal Fidelity initially launched its 
International Investment Fund with an 
index-linked sub-fund, its TIGRS I. Mr 
Anderson said the bank had reached no 
decision on where it would allocate its 
2008 second quarter US$ spend, adding 
that it might launch another index-linked 

sub-fund or invest it in the equities sub- 
fund “depending on the demand”. 

Year-to-date, the TIGRS I sub-fund has 
delivered a -8.24 per cent return to 
Bahamian investors, largely due to the 
state of global stock markets. Mr Ander- 
son said the bulk of the decline had been 
felt in January and February, with the 
fund’s performance flat in March and 
April looking like it might provide some 
“recovery”. 
The Royal Fidelity president urged 

investors to take a long-term view of their 
investments in the international funds, 

adding that their main benefit was to pro- 
vide portfolio diversification, access to 
foreign currencies with great upside 
against the US dollar, and access to poten- 
tial returns that were greater than those 
available in the Bahamian capital mar- 
kets. 

Mr Sands said yesterday: 
“Our position is that we are 
not prepared to comment on 
what is happening within the 
hotel union as it is an internal 
matter. 

. “We will to continue to 
monitor it, until and if at such 
time we feel we need to make 

a comment.” 
The hotel industry’s labour 

relations, and by extension the 
industrial agreement, are seen 
as the most important deal in 
the private sector, setting the 
tone for other industries giv- 
en tourism’s prominent role in 
the economy. 

Legal Notice 

exes y (Od 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANIES ACT 

(No.45 of 2000) 

SANDOKAN HOLDINGS LIMITED 
In Voluntary liquidation 

“Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 137 (4) of 

the International Business Companies Act (No. 45 of 2000), SAN- 

DOKAN HOLDINGS LIMITED is in Dissolution.” 

The date of commencement of dissolution is the 26th day of March, 

2008. 

JENNIFER BISSON 

23-25 Broad Street, 

St. Helier, Jersey 

Liquidator 

Assistant Manager 
ing to pay the 12.5 per cent exchange con- 

Established Bahamian Company in Construction, 
Service and Retail 

Is looking to hire an energetic and ambitious Bahamian person as 

MANAGER 
Salary plus incentive scheme. Also possible share 

purchase option. Reply in writing with resume 

“MANAGER”, P.O. Box CB-11541 

LIVE-IN NANNY/HOUSEKEEPER WANTED 
For family of four based in London, United Kingdom 

Are you an EU citizen or do you have the right to live and work in the 
UK? Are you trustworthy, reliable and do you have a Zest for life? 

Professional couple seeks mature individual to form a part of our 
growing family and make a difference to our everyday lives. 

A minimum one-year commitment is expected. 

Primary responsibilities include care of infant, companion to elderly 
grandmother and general housekeeping. 

- Possible start date August 4th 
- Salary commensurate with childcare experience; 
- Foreign language a plus but not essential; 
- References, police certificate and medical required. 
- ***Must qualify to live and work legally in the UK/EU*. 

Our preference is to receive initial communication via email. 
Please submit a “brief *personal profile and an expression of 
your interest via email to: ourfamilyneeds@yahoo.com no 

If you are unable to do this, please send 
your details to P.O. Box CB-11257, Nassau, N.P. Applications 
that are post-marked later than May 23rd will not be considered. 

later than May 31st. 

Only serious applicants need appl 

WANTED 
The position of Island Manager for Nassau is 

open. A brief summary of the position is described 

below. If you are interested in applying please 

provide, by mailing to P.O. Box EE-15043 or call 
424-0633, please include in the application a 

detailed description of how you are qualified for 

the position. 

- Management oversight of all activities in the 

Nassau operation, administration and sales areas. 
- Responsible for the profitability and growth of the 

market. 
- Focus on team and staff development 
- Cost analysis and cost control 

- Ensure compliance with all ISPS, Super carrier 
and local security initiatives 

Minimum Requirements 

* Bachelor’s Degree (or higher) i in the maritime 

field 

° At least 5 years of management experience in 
the shipping industry 

* Excellent interpersonal, analytical, 
organizational, and customer service skills 

. ne Sw SS enn WOK AAS 
Chief Engineer’ anager position available at 

prestigious private island resort in the Bahamas. Minimum 

of 5 years of professional experience in U.S./Caribbean 

resorts/private clubs. Qualifications should include experi- 

ence with power plants, reverse osmosis water generation 

systems and general construction skills and management. 

Excellent benefits package based on experience level, 

including housing. 

Interested persons should fax resume to 242-347-5004 

or email to tstewart@catcayyachtclub.com 

PCNA alte 
ETC Cie MOM RUC CcLUCeme LI 

professional person. Must be computer 

literate and have good customer relations. 

Please fax resume to: 394-3885 

Position Available Immediately 
. At . 

Domino’s Pizza 

Qualifications: 

You should have a High School Diploma 

Past managerial experience 
Certificate in Management is a plus 

Must be available for day and night shifts, including 

weekends 

You should demonstrate strong communication, 

leadership, motivational and people management 

skills 
You should have a valid driver’s license 

You must have a GREAT attitude towards customer 

service! 

Basic responsibility to include: 

Maintain product, service and image standard 

To assist in supervision of all phases of production. 

To maintain a high level of efficiency & 

productivity in all areas of store operation 

Please send résumé on or before 

May 12, 2008 

Attention: Human Resource Department 

P.O. Box SS-6704 

Nassau; Bahamas 

Or Fax 356-7855   
FG CAPI 
BROKERAGE & ADVISORY SERVICES 

wBIsX ROYAL FIDELITY Se S SABITAL MARKETS 

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low 

Abaco Markets 
Bahamas Property Fund 
Bank of Bahamas 
Benchmark 
Bahamas Waste 
Fidelity Bank ' 

Cable Bahamas 
Colina Holdings 
Commonwealth Bank (S1) 

Consolidated Water BDRs 
Doctor's Hospital 

Famguard 
Finco 
FirstCaribbean 
Focol (S) 
Freeport Concrete 

ICD Utilities 

J. S. Johnson 
Premier Real Estate 

Bahamas Supermarkets 

Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 

Bahamas Supermarkets 

i 

Fund Name 
Colina Bond Fund 

Colina MSI Preferred Fund 
Colina Money Market Fund 

Fidelity Bahamas G & | Fund 

1.308126***" 
2.996573"*** 

1.287505*** 
3.7011°*** 
12.1010** 
100.00** 

100.00** 

1.2443 

2.6629 

1.2647 

3.1827 
11.4992 Fidelity Prime Income Fund 

100.0000 CFAL Global Bond Fund 

100.0000 CFAL Global Equity Fund 

1.0000 CFAL High Grade Bond Fund 1.00°" 

9.6346 atl International Investment Fund 9.6346" 

. a “Market Terme 
L SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 

52wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks 
52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks 

Previous Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume 

Today's Close - Current day's Weighted price for daily volume 
Change - Change in closing price from day to day 
Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today : 
DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months 
P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings 
(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007 

oo Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007   YIELD = laot, 12 month dividends divided by closing price 

Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity 

Ask §& - Selling price of Colina and fidelity 

Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price 

Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week 

EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mthe 

NAV - Net Asset Value 

N/M - Not Meaningful 

FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100 

EPS $ Div $ 

Last 12 Months Yield% 

5.61% 
13.11% 
3.87% 
17.78% 
6.72% 

- 29 February 2008 

* - 31 December 2007 

*- 141 April 2008 

* +31 March 2008
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Take control of your financial future... 

Attend this FREE Investment Seminar 

Saturday, May 3rd, 2008 
LCi ommer tent 

Venue: Sandals Royal Bahamian 
Continental breakfast wil be served 

Speakers include: 

« Loretta: Butler-Turmer, MP. Minister of State for Social) Reeafonenas 
“Tackling Crime and Violence Against Women in the Bahamas” 

G&D Diane Stewart; Partner, McKinney; Bancroft & Hughes 
“Protecting Our Children - Understanding Inheritance laws” 

- Ywette Bethel, CEO) Organizational! Soul! 
“Are you in the right job? What to do if you are not” 

- Ursul& Rolle;. Assistant: Vice President, Banque SCS Alliance (Nassau) Lited:, 
* “Making your Finances Recession Proof” 

Space is limited, to RSVP call 328-8996, 328-8396/7 

242-461-1000 | www.babfinancial.com 
Freeport 242-352-7209 Exuma 242-336-3035 Abaco 242-367-5601   
Internet & Telephone’ Banking 

Deposits & Investments 

Insurance 

Credit Cards 

Personal Loans 

Mortgages 

Wealth Management 

Small Business Banking 

Corporate Banking 

Foreign Exchange and Derivatives 

Capital Markets 

THE TRIBUNE 

Bahamas Realty 
executive completes 
two more courses 

LESS than five years after 
joining Bahamas Realty as a 
junior sales associate, Carlyle 
Campbell has climbed anoth- 
er rung of the industry ladder 
with his completion of the 
‘International Real Estate for 
Local Markets’ and ‘Europe 
and International Real 
Estate’ CIPS courses. 

The courses, which togeth- 
er fulfill an educational 
requirement of the Certified 
International Property Spe- 
cialist (CIPS) designation 
awarded by the National 
Association of Realtors, add 
to Mr Campbell’s growing 
alphabet of real estate desig- 
nations. 

Attained 

Earlier this year he 
attained both his appraiser’s 
license and his broker’s 
license with a certified resi- 
dential specialist (CRS) des- 
ignation, and in December he 
took Bahamas Realty’s first- 
ever Most Exclusives Listings 
Award, presented by the firm 
to the agent or broker who 
secures the most exclusive 
listings during the year. 

Mr Campbell credits his 
success with a number of fac- 
tors, not least ofallhard 
work and persistence to suc- 
ceed. “The current healthy 
state of the Bahamian real 
estate market is definitely an 
asset,” he says. “I also can’t 
express my gratitude enough 
for my mentors at Bahamas 
Realty. Without their guid- 
ance and constant support I 
can’t imagine how I would be 
where I am today. 

“We’re so proud of Car- 
lyle,” says Mario Carey, man- former swimming coach. proving himself to be a very 
aging director of Bahamas “Not only is he an affable successful real estate profes- 
Realty and Mr Campbell’s - young man, but he is also sional.” 

a RURe aan   

We each have our goals, things we want to achieve. At 

different times of our lives, those aspirations may 

change and we may choose a different path. No 

matter what stage of life you find yourself in, 

FirstCaribbean is right there with you, encouraging, 

helping, cheering you on. Take the first step. Make us 

the people you talk to. Make us your life partner. 

  

FIRSTCAR 
INTERNATIONA 

GET THERE  


