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‘Plan’ for Kenyatta protest 
Claim that PLPs 
preparing to 
embarrass former 

party member 
outside of House 
@ By PAUL.G TURNQUEST 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net 

PLP operatives are preparing to 
embarrass the former PLP MP, 
now Independent MP Kenyatta 
Gibson, when the House of 

Assembly opens tomorrow, The 
Tribune has learned. 

It is claimed that a group of per- 
sons are being organised to cause a 
“ruckus” outside the House of 
Assembly, and pelt the Indepen- 
dent MP with verbal assaults, 
peanuts, and beer before he can 
enter the chamber. 

A former campaigner with Mr 
Gibson said yesterday that she was 
concermed for Mr Gibson’s safety if 
tensions were to get out of control 
at what she understood was to be a 
“staged demonstration.” 

Reports from some PLP sources 

  

Kenyatta Gibson 

claim that members of the party ‘ 
are prepared to “destroy him” 

SEE page eight 

PLP hits out at PM’s 

address to the nation 
@ By ALISON LOWE 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
alowe@tribunemedia.net 

THE PLP yesterday sought to tear apart Prime Minister Hubert 
Ingraham’s address to the nation, claiming that it showed that his gov- 
ernment has “no plan, no vision and no new ideas” and ignores the fact 
that the FNM is allegedly responsible for rising unemployment, and cater- 
ing to special interests when it comes to the shipping terminal relocation 
issue, 

The party said that Mr Ingraham “insulted Bahamians with his recita- 

SEE page eight 
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ABOVE: Gregory Culmer, 43, AKA George Culmer, one of three Bahamian men who, s10N0 with a Jamaican 
man, were arraigned in Magistrate’ s Court yesterday, charged in connection with a drug seizure from a “go 

fast” boat near Cat Island last Thursday. * SEE PAGE TWO 

Dock warehouse plans ‘have 
no direct bearing on whether 
straw market will be built’     

    

@ By ALISON LOWE 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
alowe@tribunemedia.net 

THE transformation of the old 
tustoms warehouse on Prince 
George dock into an “authenti- 
cally Bahamian crafts market” 
has “no direct bearing on whether 
a straw market in and of itself will 
be built”, Works Minister Earl 
Deveaux said yesterday. 

Get savings 

built right into 
your mortgage 

  

Dr Deveaux was responding to 
questions put to him in the wake 
of Prime Minister Hubert Ingra- 

ham’s address to the nation on 
Sunday, in which Mr Ingraham 
noted the new restoration plans. 

The Prince George Dock ware- 
house had previously been sug- 
gested by government as a poten- 

tial site for a new straw market 

after it cancelled the contract 

SEE page eight 
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Court hears claim 
that Darold Miller 

was ‘verbally 
abusive to staff’ 

@ By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

RADIO personality Darold 
Miller was regularly verbally abu- 
sive to staff at GEMS News 
Media Network and had a num- 
ber of employee complaints 
against him before his subsequent 
termination, Cypriana 
McWeeney, CEO at GEMS Pub- 
lications, testified on Monday. 

Mrs McWeeney, a partner in 
Bartlett McWeeney Communi- 
cations Ltd, spent the majority of 
her testimony under heavy cross- 
examination by defence lawyer 
Michael Kemp who argued that 
the sexual harassment case was 
part of a politically motivated 
conspiracy to keep his client off 
the air. 

Mr Kemp also suggested that 
the company psychologist who 
brought the matter to police 
attention, though not legally 

SEE page eight 

The Bahamas 
‘fortunate’ that 
teen shooting 

death a ‘non-event’ 
in the US media 

@ By KARIN HERIG 
_ Tribune Staff Reporter 
kherig@tribunemedia.net 

THE Bahamas is very fortu- 
nate that the shooting death of 
18-year-old of DeAngelo “Patch- 
es” Cargill on Bay Street last 
week has so far been a “non- 
event” in the US media, tourism 

director general Vernice Walkine 
said yesterday. 

As the Bahamas this week 
hosts more than 1,500 delegates 
from 35 countries attending the 
Caribbean Hotel Association 
(CHA) Marketplace, Ms 
Walkine, however, said that she is 
a little concerned that some of 
the international media may still 
pick up on the “shocking” inci- 
dent. 

So far, however, this has not 
happened. 

At a press conference held yes- 
terday at-Atlantis, foreign dele- 

gates during a question and 
answer session with. Ministry of 
Tourism officials inquired exten- 
sively about developments in the 
Bahamas, but the issue of the 
daylight shooting in downtown 
Nassau or crime in general was 
never brought up. 

“For most Americans it was a 

SEE page eight 
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PM ‘shocked 

and saddened’ 

by death of Dr. 

Curtis McMillan 
PRIME Minister Hubert 

Ingraham said he and his col- 
leagues are “shocked and sad- 
dened” by the sudden death of 
Dr Curtis McMillan, one of the 
main architects of majority rule 
in the Bahamas. 

“Our party and the nation 
have lost a great Bahamian 
whose courage in a time of chal- 
lenge contributed significantly 
to historic changes in our coun- 
try,” said Mr Ingraham in a 
statement. 

“He was one of that celebrat- 
ed band of patriots who were 
elected in 1967 to usher in 
majority rule, and one of those 
who, in 1970, placed everything 
on the line once again to ensure 
the survival of our multi-party 
parliamentary democracy.” 

Mr Ingraham said Dr McMil- 
lan not only made significant 
contributions to the political 
development of the country, but 
was also a successful entrepre- 
neur and an innovator in his 
chosen profession. 

“It was only a few months ago 
that he witnessed the fulfilment 
of his dream of establishing a 
nodern, state-of-the-art health 
care facility in Nassau. 

“My colleagues and I join the 
rest of the nation in extending 
our sincerest condolences to Mrs 
McMillan, their children and the 

extended family. May he rest in 
peace,” Mr Ingraham said. 
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MAGISTRATE’S COURT 

Christopher Ebanks 

@ By NATARIO McKENZIE 

THREE Bahamian men 

and a Jamaican man were 

arraigned in Magistrate’s 
Court yesterday, charged in 
connection with a massive 

drug seizure from a “go fast” 
boat near Cat Island last 

Thursday. 
Prosecutors told the court 

that 974 pounds of marijuana 
with a wholesale street val- 

ue of $974,000 as well as 150 
pounds of hashish oil or hash 
oil — a concentrated form of 

marijuana — with a street val- 
ue of $268,688, were seized. 
Christopher Remourn 

Ebanks, 34, Obefemi Christo- 

pher Gibson, 26, Gregory 
Culmer, 43, AKA George 

and Anthony Culmer, 

  

    

      
     

  

   

     

   

MINISTER OF NATION- 
AL SECURITY AND 
IMMIGRATION Tommy 
Turnquest (right) 
speaks at the dedication 
ceremony Northern 
Bahamas Mission of 
Seventh-Day Adventist’s 
new office complex in 
Freeport on Sunday. 

FREE DELIVERY ANY WHERE IN NASSAU AND TO THE MAIL BOAT 

¢ E-Z CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE 

Donald's Furniture 
And Appliance Centre — 

SIXTH TERRACE CENTREVILLE TEL: 322-1731 OR 322-3875 
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Obafemi Gibson and Anthony Orin at court yes 

       

Men also accused of possessing 

gun, live rounds of ammunition 

  

Clarke, a Jamaican, appeared 
before Magistrate Esrolita 

Bethel at court eight in Bank 
Lane on 11 charges stemming 

from last week’s bust. 

Court dockets allege that 

the men, being concerned 

together, were found on 
Thursday, January 10, in pos- 
session of a quantity of mar- 
ijuana and a quantity of hash 

with the intent to supply. 

Court dockets also alleged 

that the men imported the 

drugs, conspired to possess 

   

    

      

    

   
   
   

   

STORE HOURS: 
Monday - Saturday 
8:30am - 5:30pm 

and conspired to import the 

drugs with the intent to sup- 

ply. The men have also been 
charged with possession of a 
.38 Smith and Wesson gun, 
possession of six live rounds 
of .38 ammunition as well as 
possession of four live rounds 
of .38 ammunition. 
During their arraignment, 

Gibson and Clarke both 
pleaded guilty to all of the 

charges against them. Their 

co-accused pleaded not guilty 

to all charges. When the four 

NATIONAL SECURITY MIN- 
ISTER Tommy Turnquest 
and Dr Patrick L Allen 
(right), president of the 
West Indies Union Confer- 
ence of Seventh-Day 
Adventists, unveil the com- 
memorative plaque for the 
Northern Bahamas Mission 
of Seventh-Day Adventist’s 
new office complex. 
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH CELEBRATES 

men returned to court yes- 

terday afternoon for the 

prosecution to address the 

court with its evidence in 

relation to Gibson and 
Clarke, however, Magistrate 
Bethel upon hearing the 
police report in relation to 
the two men did not accept 
their initial pleas of guilty. 
According to the prosecu- 

tor Inspector Ercell Dorsette, 

Gibson and Clarke had both 
told police that they had not 
imported the drugs and did 
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Man, 20, accused of having 

sex with 12-year-old girl 

» |Three Bahamians, Jamaican charged 
in connection with big dru 
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not know that the drugs were 
on the boat until after they 
had boarded it. 

Based on those facts, Mag- ~ 
istrate Bethel said that the 
pleas of Clarke and Gibson 
had not been unequivocal 
and she changed their pleas 
to not guilty. 
Inspector Dorsette also 

took the opportunity to raise 
an objection to bail being 
granted to Ebanks and Gib- 
son, pointing out that they 
have matters of a similar 
nature pending before the 
courts. He claimed that if .. 
granted bail, they may not : 
show up for trial. 
The four .men were 

remanded to Her Majesty’s 
Prison and will return to 
court on January 21. 
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A 20-year-old man accused of having sex with a 12-year-old girl 
was arraigned in Magistrate’s Court yesterday. 

John Armbrister Maura of Kennedy Subdivision appeared before 
Magistrate Carolita Bethel at court eight in Bank Lane on the 
unlawful sex charge. 

It is alleged that Maura committed the offence on Friday, Decem- 

ber 21. 

Maura, who is represented by attorney Ramona Farquharson, 
was not required to enter a plea to the charge and was remanded 
to Her Majesty’s Prison. 

He will return to court on January 21 for a bail hearing. 
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Wilchcombe: I had no idea 0 In brief 

GB police 
investigate 

stabbing at 
night club 
@ By DENISE 
MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport 
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT - Grand 
Bahama police are 
investigating a stabbing 
that occurred over the 
weekend at a local night 
club. - 

Assistant Superinten- 
dent of Police Loretta 
Mackey reported that 
officers are searching for 

two men in connection 
with the incident, which 

took place at the Rock 
*n Roll Nightclub on 
Sunday. 
According to reports, 

two suspects were 
involved in an argument 
with a 26-year-old male 

. resident of Freeport at 
the nightclub around 
3.30pm. 
The victim, a resident 

of Redhead Lane, told 

police that one of the 
suspects pulled out an 
object and stabbed him 
several times. 
Ms Mackey said the 

victim was taken to 
Rand Memorial Hospital 
where he was treated for 
stab wounds to the body. 

Police are continuing 
their investigation into 
the matter. 

UNLICENSED 
FIREARM 
DISCOVERY 
Two mien were taken 

into custody for ques- 
tioning following the 
discovery of an illegal 
firearm and ammunition 
at a house in Freeport. 

The discovery was 
made around 3.40pm 
when officers executed a 
search warrant ona 
home at Pioneers Way. 
During a search of the 

house, officers discov- 

ered a silver 9mm Larcin 
Pistol, with a magazine 
containing 13 live 
rounds of 9mm ammuni- 
tion. 

COPPER WIRE 
A 31-year-old man was 

taken into custody after 
police allegedly disrupt- 
ed an attempt to steal 
copper wiring froma 
BTC facility on Settler’s 
Way. 

Police received a 
report and went to the 
service tower near St 
John’s Jubilee Cathedral 
to investigate. 
While at the site 

around 11.25am, officers 

say they spotted an indi- 
vidual who seemed to be 
stealing copper wires 
from the property. 

A resident of Fawcett 
Lane was taken into cus- 
tody in connection with 
the incident and is 
currently helping the 
police with their investi- 
gation. 

Last week, a large 
quantity of copper wire 
was stolen from BTC on 
Settler’s Way when 
someone cut through a 
chain-link fence to - 
gain access to the prop- 
erty. 

ABACO CRIME 
A 25-year-old male 

resident of Pigeon Pea 
was taken into custody 
for questioning after 
another man was seri- 
ously wounded with a 
BB shotgun over the 
weekend in Abaco. 
Abaco Police reported 

that the incident 
occurred sometime 
around 9.30pm on Satur- 
day. 
The shooter reported- 

ly approached the victim 
and fired several pellets, 
hitting the man about 
the about the body and 
in the right eye. This 
shot caused a serious 
injury. 

The man who was tak- 
en into custody is cur- 
rently assisting police 
with their investigations 
into the incident. 

m@ By PAULG 
TURNQUEST 
Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net 

PLP MP for West End and 
Bimini Obie Wilchcombe has 
stated for the record that he had 
“no idea” his former party col- 
league, now Independent MP 

for Kennedy Kenyatta Gibson, 
intended to resign from the 
PLP. 

Over the weekend, Mr Wilch- 
combe dismissed claims that he 
influenced Mr Gibson’s deci- 
sion. 

He added yesterday that prior 

to the statement issued by Mr 
Gibson last week, he was 
completely unaware of the 
move his colleague was about 
make. 

This came as the party 
announced that it will formally 
investigate Mr Gibson’s resig- 
nation to discover the true rea- 
son behind the MPs decision to 
leave the PLP. 

In the past few days, Mr 
Wilchcombe has been blamed 
as the main conspirator in what 
his opponents claim is a scheme 
to dethrone party leader Perry 
Christie from the leadership of 

the PLP. 
Mr Wilchcombe has strenu- 

ously denied these allegations, 

sensical. 

website 
m By PAUL G TURNQUEST 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net 
  

OBIE Wilchcombe yesterday criticised 
the party’s use of its website - 

myplp.com — to attack its own members. 

This site has posted numerous articles 
lambasting Mr Wilchcombe, Kennedy 
Independent MP Kenyatta Gibson, par- 

ty chairman Raynard Rigby, PLP MP 

Malcolm Adderley, and chairman hope- 
ful Glenys Hanna-Martin. 

In some postings, this group of politi- 
cians has been blamed for being a part of 
a conspiracy to undermine the leader- 
ship of PLP leader Perry Christie. 

This conspiracy has been denied by 
all the politicians concerned. 

“This doesn’t make sense what we are 
allowing to happen. It’s unfortunate that 
we are using our own website to try and 

destroy our own members. That’s ridicu- 
lous. And there are those who obvious- 
ly have this notion in the back of their 
mind that I am going to run for leader of 

the PLP one day, and I suppose they are 
my opponents. 

Obie Wilchcombe   
calling them baseless, and non- 

Noting that he -has been 
attacked numerous times on his 

own party’s 

“Well fine. All | can say is ‘father for- 
give them they know not what they do.’ 
Because it is actually nonsensical and it 
takes away from the strength of the 
organisation. Because if you're trying 
to push me away you're not going to 

achieve that. If you're trying to push me 
away from centre you're not going to 
do that either. I’m bigger than that. My 

shoulders are broader than that. I'ma 

PLP party supporter. | am a PLP mem- 

ber. I have stood the test of time,” he 
said, 

Mr Wilchcombe said that he has 
served in the PLP for decades — from 
chairman for seven years, to a senator, 
to Cabinet minister, and now is a sitting 

MP for the second consecutive time. 
“Very few have my credentials in 

terms of my membership in the organi- 
sation. What we don’t need is this non- 
sense and I’m saying its time for it to 

stop. And we've got to put a lid on it, 
and the PLPs website ought to be the 

last place — the focus ought to be the 
government. 

“Should they not be looking at what 
the prime minister said last evening in 

Kenyatta Gibson 

website — 
myplp.com — for being complic- 
it in Mr Gibson’s resignation, 
Mr Wilchcombe outlined the 

  
timeline of how and when he 

was made aware of Mr Gibson’s 

decision. 
Mr Wilchcombe began by 

0 attack own members 
his national address? Evaluate that. 
Leave your members alone. What are 

you doing? If you are trying to destroy 
your members then why should people 
support the PLP?” Mr Wilchcombe 
asked. 

In the recent days, numerous PLPs 

have gone on the air to attack fellow 

members — from party newcomer Omar 
Archer chastising Mr Gibson, to former 
MP Keod Smith blaming the party’s 
chairman Raynard Rigby for the loss of 

the general election. 
Mr Rigby has limited his comments 

on Mr Smith’s remarks, stating only that 
he doesn’t have time “to respond to stu- 
pidness from Keod Smith”. 

It is believed that Mr Smith may con- 
test for chairman of the PLP at the par- 
ty’s upcoming convention as Mr Rigby 

has already announced that he will not 

put his name forward as atonement for 
the party’s loss at the polls in May. 
Many political pundits have criticised 

Mr Christie for not doing the same, 
while others believe he still is the best 
option for the PLP to regain the gov- 
ernment in the relatively near future. 

  

Minister on course to welcome event organisers 
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MINISTER OF Tourism and Aviation Neko Grant welcomes organisers of Jimmy Garvin Golf Tournament held 

at the Lucaya Golf Course on Saturday. Pictured from left: Dr Banks, tournament organiser, David Johnson, 

Ministry of Tourism; Minister Grant, Calvin Peete, PGA Legend and Randolph Randy Clare Jr, organiser. 
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26th January, 2008 
The Crystall Ballroom 
Wyndham, Cable Beach 

Established in 1956 by an old Bahamian family 
Parliament Street (near Bay St.) Tel: 322-8393 or 328-7157 

* Fax: 326-9953 

Bay Street (next to Athena Café) Tel: 323-8240 

Crystal Court at Atlantis, Paradise Island Tel: 363-4 161/2 

Lyford Cay (next to Lytord Cay Real Estate in 
Harbour Green House) Tel: 362-5235 

Kenyatta planned to resign 
stating that he was in Bimini to 
attend a town meeting following 
a shooting on that small island, 
when he was made aware of Mr 
Gibson’s resignation by his polit- 
ical opponent David Wallace. 

“J said I don’t know anything 
about that. Kay Smith, who was 
also there said that it happened 
today. I said really? Now, it was 
when the prime minister’s dele- 
gation arrived that I confirmed 
it. 

“JT returned to my room on 
the north side of Bimini and 
then I received a telephone call 
from my colleagues and also 
from my constituents in West 
Grand Bahama. 
“And then I spoke with 

reporters from The Tribune. 
“Tt was only then I was able to 

confirm definitively that it had in 
fact happened,” he said. 

Mr Wilchcombe said that he 

“I said I don’t 
know anything 
about that. Kay 
Smith, who was 
also there said 
that it happened 
today. I said 
really? Now, it 
was when the 
prime minister’s 
delegation 
arrived that I 
confirmed it.” 

  

  

Obie Wilchcombe 

returned to New Providence on 
Thursday last week at around 
noon or lpm, and spoke to par- 
ty leader Perry Christie around 
3pm. 

“I said to him (Mr Christie) 

that I intended to speak to Mr 
Gibson about his resignation 
and to see whether or not we 
can bring this thing to a point 
of reconciliation to get him back 
into the PLP. 

“That is the only time we 
spoke, and when I did speak 
with him — Mr Gibson — no, he 
was not about to change his 
mind. 

“In fact, he was irate over the 
release that was issued by the 
PLP. 

“So Mr Gibson and I did not 
talk about his resignation. It had 
nothing to do with me, and it is 
really foolish to keep hearing 
that nonsense,” Mr Wilchcombe 
said. 
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HIV rises among young gay men 
AIDS appears to be making an alarming 

comeback. The Journal of the American Med- 
ical Association reports that the incidence of 

HIV infection among gay men is shooting up, 
following an encouraging period of decline. The 
rise of infections among younger gay men, espe- 

cially black and Hispanic men, is troubling, and 
the study carries the clear implication that peo- 
ple at high risk of contracting the disease are 
becoming less cautious. 

Statistics gathered by New York City health 
officials show that new diagnoses of HIV intfec- 
tion — the virus that causes AIDS — in gay 
men under age 30 rose 32 per cent between 
2001 and 2006. Among black and Hispanic men, 
the figure was 34 per cent. Most troubling, the 
number of new diagnoses among the youngest 

men in the study, those between ages 13 and 19, 

doubled. 
New York officials say increased alcohol and 

drug use may be partly responsible since they 

make unprotected sex more likely. Other basic 
precautions, including finding out whether a 
potential partner is infected, are also apparent- 
ly being ignored. 

The one bright spot in this bleak picture was 
the 22 per cent decline in infections among men 
over 30 in the New York study. Awareness of 
the disease’s devastating effects, as much as 

maturity, may explain the difference. A large 

number of these older men came of age when 

AIDS was all but untreatable. They may have 

buried friends who died after being horribly ill. 
When the disease was new and terrifying, 

the gay community helped change behaviour 

by preaching loudly against taking sexual risks. 
From San Francisco to New York, bathhouses 
notorious for promoting casual sex changed the 

way they did business or closed down. Con- 

doms were encouraged, and so was HIV testing. 

“Silence equals death” was the motto of the 
day. 

Silence seems to be winning the day. Nearly 
6,000 gay men died of AIDS in the United 

States in 2005; still, many young men appear to 

have persuaded themselves that the infection is 

no longer such a big deal. It is true that anti- 

retroviral therapy has improved the outlook 
for anyone who becomes infected. But the treat- 

ments are still too new to know whether they 

can work much beyond a decade. Public health 
officials need to continue to distribute condoms, 
encourage testing and treat those who are ill. 

Leaders in the hardest-hit communities need 

to start speaking out again. The fight against 
AIDS is far from over. 

(This article was written by the New York 

Times). 

Around Iran, anxiety abounds 
ON THE LEG of his eight-day Mideast trip 

that brought him to the United Arab Emirates, 

President Bush tried hard to reassure the Arab 
states perched across the Persian Gulf from Iran 
that America will continue to guarantee their 

security. “Iran’s actions threaten the security of 

nations everywhere,” he told local governmen- 

tal and business leaders Sunday. “So the United 
States is strengthening our longstanding securi- 

ty commitments with our friends in the gulf and 

rallying friends around the world to confront 
this danger before it is too late.” 

Americans who worry that Bush is heading 
toward a military strike against Iran may wonder 
why the Gulf Arab states would need any such 
reassurance. But those states have reasons for 
being uncertain about US policy. 

Their apprehensions about an American pol- 

icy shift are partly due to the recent US Nation- 

al Intelligence Estimate, which said that Iran 

halted work on the design of nuclear warheads in 
2003. Contemplating this sign of an altered US 
stance on Iran alongside the ongoing dialogue 
about Iraq between US and Iranian diplomats, 
the Gulf Arabs wonder if Bush is preparing to 
reach some kind of deal with Tehran. 

If so, they don’t want to risk being left out in 
the cold. Hence Qatar invited Iran President 

founded in 1981 to counter the influence of Aya- 

tollah Khomeini’s Iranian regime. Ahmadinejad 

attended, offended his hosts by referring to what 

they call the Arabian Gulf as the Persian Gulf, 
and nevertheless was invited as a special guest to 

the Hajj in Mecca by Saudi Arabia. 
Bush’s assurance of a strengthened US secu- 

rity commitment to “our friends in the gulf” 

was his unsubtle way of saying he got their mes- 

sage. Those states have long worried that Iran’s 

occupation of three small islands it seized in 

1971 from the United Arab Emirates may 

presage a similar move against Bahrain, a tiny 

island state. Highly placed Iranians have recent- 

ly said that Bahrain, with its Shiite majority, 
rightfully belongs to Iran. Commentators in the 
Arab press commonly fret that a nuclear-armed 

Iran will press such claims on the Gulf Arab 

states. 

Bush and his successor must strike a fine bal- 
ance with Iran. Any military action would only 

strengthen Iran’s hard-liners and delay the Iran- 

ian nuclear programme a few short years. Cur- 

rent US-Iran talks on Iraq should be expanded 

to include all topics of mutual concern, including 
regional security. Financial sanctions rather than 

military threats should be the penalty imposed 
on Iran if it refuses to suspend uranium enrich- 

Education and 
knowledge are surest 
ways to fight poverty 

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

AS A politician you are judged 
not by your own personal success, 
but by how successful you are in 
improving the lives and state of 
the people and country you are 
entrusted to serve. Many of our 
former and current politicians have 
been very successful at providing 
excellent educational opportuni- 
ties for their children, who in turn 

have rewarded their parents by 
achieving personal success in their 
chosen careers and fields of 
endeavour. What about the rest of 
our nation’s children though, par- 
ticularly those in the lower eco- 
nomic strata of our society? People 
like Nikki from Podolco Strect; 
Marco from Hay Street; Dion from 
Montell Heights? How successful 

have our politicians been at ele- 

vating this nation’s less fortunate 
and providing them with the prop- 
er school environment to empow- 

er themselves? Suffice it to say that 
our public school system is deteri- 
orating, and if there is not a rebirth 
of knowledge, or a renaissance in 
education, we cannot expect to 

tackle the increased criminality in 
The Bahamas. 

Of course the primary responsi- 
bility for nurturing and develop- 
ing the character and ambition of 
our nation’s youth rests squarely 
on the shoulders of our nation’s 
parents. Politicians are not elected 
to be baby sitters. The role of par- 
ents in imbuing their children with 

the morals and work ethics neces- 
sary to propel them to personal 
success is critical. Many of the ills 
we now suffer from in our country 
are due to the inability of parents 
to fulfil their roles and responsi- 
bilities. What is confounding 

though, is that parents/guardians 
who have given everything they 
had without success and who are 
inclined to look to others in our 
society for help, will now look 
sceptically at persons in the com- 
munity normally seen as trustwor- 
thy, because of the recent unde- 
nied allegations of egregious 
impropriety involving a “counsel- 

lor” and one of our nation’s youth. 
Where these voids in parenting 

exist, children look elsewhere to 
have them filled. Gangs give love 

to needy boys and girls who live in 
homes devoid of love; gangs give 
refuge and protection to young 
boys and girls who are violated in 
abusive and sometimes incestuous 
familial relationships; teenage girls 
look for love and affirmation of 
their human value by engaging in 
premature sexual relationships 
with boys and sometimes grown 
men, leading to teenage pregnancy 
and HIV transmission; young boys 
with a warped sense of self worth 
now wear clothing with the labels 
‘and price tags still attached to 
show that it is authentic and of val- 
ue. 

No, politicians can control the 
choices people make. They can- 
not force parents to be good par- 

DBAS 
letters@triounemedia.net 

  

with the right of self determina- 
tion. What we choose to do with 
this freedom is our choice, gov- 
ernment can only hold us account- 
able should we decide to violate 
the laws of acceptable behaviour in 
the decisions we make. Politicians 
can and must, however, provide 
the framework for people to 
escape the clutches of hardship 
and despair, poverty and pes- 

simism. Occasional handouts can 
pacify perpetual pessimism, but 
not overcome it. Education and 
knowledge are the surest ways to 

fight and escape poverty, and it is 
upon this foundation and frame- 
work that we must rebuild and give 
rebirth to our nation. Who among 
us believes that the majority of 
persons responsible for the surge 
in criminality are those who are 
academically accomplished, or 
who’ve acquired useful technical 
or vocational skills? 

In today’s Bahamas, no parent 
who can afford to send their child 
to private school opts to send them 
to public school. Not the politi- 
cians, the doctors, the lawyers, the 

ministers of religion, none of them. 
They want their children to be 
equally as, if not more successful 
than themselves, and one of their 
primary reasons for putting up 
with the frustrations of their work, 
is the hope that they hold for their 
children’s future. The affluent 
among us must not be the only 
ones with hope for their children’s 
future, we must keep hope alive 
for all well-meaning parents in our 
society, especially those less for- 
tunate who look to the govern- 
ment to provide an educational 
environment that enables their 
children to provide a better quali- 
ty of life for their future children. 

I and many other Bahamians 
share concern about the state of 
our public schools. They more 
closely resemble battlefields than 
bastions of learning, where boys 
act more like IEDs (improvised 
explosive devices) rather than indi- 
viduals interested in BGCSEs. 
Those who say it’s really not that 
bad know that teachers and inno- 
cent students daily traverse a mine- 
field where one wrong step, look 
or word taken offensively could 
cause a catastrophic violent explo- 
sion. Students in the public school 
system are forced to have violence 
and self preservation against it at 
the forefront of their minds, 
instead of the search for knowl- 
edge and self advancement. 

It’s not cool to be smart or a 
good student, and the risk of caus- 
ing resentment by upstaging other 
students is anathema to such 
preservation of one’s safety. With 
this reality, why would parents 
want their children to be subjected 
to this kind of enslaved environ- 

cation. Those among us who have 
the means to send their children to 
the more protected enclaves of pri- 
vate schools, should be no less con- 
cerned with the state and welfare 
of the children in our public 
schools. Our country’s future is 
inextricably linked to the state and 
prospects for advancement of our 
nation’s less fortunate. Their rights 
and interests must be protected 
and safeguarded if we are to enjoy 
peace in our society. They must 
rightly believe that they have an 

opportunity to improve their con- 
dition and that they too can reap 
personal success through educa- 
tion rather than criminality. If our 
schools continue to produce dys- 
functional youth, we are destined 
to live in an increasingly more dys- 
functional and violent society. It 
is here where the Minister of Edu- 
cation, The Hon Carl Bethel is 

blessed with the opportunity to 
transform our nation. Mr Bethel 
cannot make students excel if they 
choose not to. However, he can 

rid our schools of the intractable 
and incorrigible young men and 
women who stifle learning by mak- 
ing the lives of teachers and stu- 
dents on campus a living hell. 

Only those interested in the pur- 
suit of learning should be privi- 
leged to go to high school, while all 
others are placed in reform school, 

paid for by their parents and not 
the government. People don’t val- 
ue things that are free, unless it 

comes with a price. The freedom 
of peoples and lands came at the 
price of human life and sacrifice; 
the freedom of the press came with 
the price of imprisonment and the 
loss of the lives of those who 
fought for it: the freedom to vote 
came with great struggle and 
bloodshed. Even though they are 
all now free, doesn’t mean that 
they are any less valuable. We do, 
however, appreciate all of these 
freedoms less than do others in 
countries around this world where 
such freedoms do not exist. Just 
because Sir Lynden Pindling made 
education in our public school sys- 
tem free, doesn’t mean that it 

should be valued any less. Chil- 
dren and their.parents, who by 
their actions or lack thereof show 
no appreciation for education by 
impairing learning in our schools, 
forfeit the privilege to attend these 
schools or to receive free public 
education. We cannot allow the 
vices of a few to harm the interests 
of the greater good. 

The role of our schools in build- 
ing our country is immense. 
Knowledge and education are the 
surest way to fight poverty, mental 
enslavement and incarceration. 
There is nothing more compelling 
than this in recognising that some- 
thing must be done to save our 
public schools, and that something 
must be done NOW. Minister 
Bethel, this nation’s children are 
now your children, too. The renais- 
sance begins with you. 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to a recent meeting of | ment. : 
: oo San RR ee ee ae ents, any more than they can force ment? S ANDRE ROLLINS, DMD 

the Gulf Cooperation Council - an organization (This article is by The Boston Globe -c. 2007). citizens to be good citizens. In a iy publiosehoobeauctdonmact Nassati:   democracy, people are endowed. not be code for substandard edu- November 25, 2007. 
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Bahamas must ‘re-package itself to retain tourists’ 
@ By KARIN HERIG 

Tribune Staff Reporter 
kherig@tribunemedia.net 

  

TO counteract the fall-out from the soft- 
ening of the US economy the Bahamas will 
have to “re-package itself” at a lower price 
level if it warits to retain tourists from core 
markets such as Florida, tourism director 
general Vernice Walkine said yesterday. 

Speaking with the local media at the 
Caribbean Hotel Association (CHA) Mar- 
ketplace, held at the Atlantis convention 
centre yesterday, Ms Walkine said that the 

current softness of the US economy is 
already having a definite impact on the 
Bahamas’ tourism industry. 

Economists fear that with the ongoing US 
housing crisis, the global credit crunch and 
ever-increasing oil prices, the US is heading 
into a recession. 

Americans already have less disposable 
income to spend on vacations to places like 
the Bahamas. 

Ms Walkine said yesterday that the 
Bahamas’ key customers, particularly in such 
core markets as Florida, are among those 
most hard hit by what is happening in the US 
economy. To entice people in those mar- 

kets to still visit the Bahamas, a new strate- 
gy is being employed by the Ministry of 
Tourism. 

“We're going to have do some things to 
package ourselves at a particular price point 
that will be affordable for those kind of con- 
sumers,” she said. 

The director general said although her 
ministry will also still be targeting more afflu- 
ent Americans, who live in other parts of 
the US, it is important to reach those living 
on the east coast. 

Ms Walkine said that the ministry is also 
working with the private sector in the effort 
to “re-package” the tourism product. She 

further said it is essential that the Bahamas 
becomes aggressive in advertising this re- 

packaged product. 

Ms Walkine said that it is important that 

Americans realise that a vacation to the 
Bahamas is affordable. 

“We have to be everywhere as frequently 

as possible because the environment 

demands it,” she said. Ms Walkine said that 

Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham has 
pledged to supply the Ministry of Tourism 

with the requisite funds to launch a new ad 
campaign. Vermice Walkine 

  

ARE YOU FIT 

E Bahamas Min- 
istry of Health has 
launched what it said 
is a “much needed” 

wellness and fitness campaign for 
pregnant women. 

The ministry said that if effec- 
tively implemented, the initiative 
will enable the Bahamian people 
to achieve a better quality of life 
while saving healthcare costs to the 
government. 

“Often overlooked are fitness 
recommendations for women dur- 
ing pregnancy. Educating pregnant 
mothers on how to be ‘fit to deliver’ 
will lower risks for both mother and 
Infant,” said the ministry in a state- 
ment. 

It noted that according to an arti- 
cle published on Web MD, "Lead- 
ing birth defects specialists say 
maternal obesity during pregnan- 
cy puts both mom and baby at risk, 
and they are calling on health care 
providers to spread the message.” 

The ministry said studies indi- 
cate that obesity doubles a wom- 
an's chances of having a baby with 
neural tube defects, and even ade- 
quate folic acid intake does not ful- 
ly protect against the increase in 
risk. 

“Compared with normal-weight 
women, obese women have a 
greater risk of developing compli- 
cations during pregnancy. Their 
babies are also more likely to be 
admitted to neonatal intensive care 
units,” the ministry said. 

It pointed to the following article, 
in which Rachelle Oseran, Lamaze 
certified childbirth educator and 
ACE certified fitness professional 
from Jerusalem, addresses the 
importance of fitness during preg- 
nancy. 

#IT TO DELIVER 

GONE are the days when preg- 
nant women were told to take it 
easy and not do strenuous activity 
like hanging laundry. Fortunately, 
we are living at a time of great inter- 
est in the fitness industry, includ- 
ing prenatal fitness. In fact, so much 
research on prenatal exercise has 
been published lately, that we can 
now feel confident that we are 
enhancing our health by exercising 
during the nine months of preg- 
nancy. 

The current guidelines of the 
American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists (ACOG) for 
exercising during pregnancy state 
that, in the absence of obstetric 
complications, all pregnant women 
should do at least 30 minutes of 
moderate intensity aerobic exercise 
on most days of the week. This 
includes women who were not exer- 
cising prior to becoming pregnant. 

The Canadian guidelines go one 
step further in encouraging preg- 
nant women to exercise by stating 
that “Women and their care 
providers should consider the risks 
of not participating in exercise activ- 
ities during pregnancy, including 
loss of muscular and cardiovascular 
fitness, excessive maternal weight 
gain, higher risk of gestational dia- 
betes or pregnancy-induced hyper- 
tension, development of varicose 
veins and deep vein thrombosis, a 
higher incidence of physical com- 
plaints such as dyspnea or low back 
pain and poor psychological adjust- 
ment to the physical changes of 
pregnancy.” (Can. J. Appl. Physiol. 

. 28 (3): 329-341). 
What type of exercise are they 

recommending? Most of the 
research that has been done that 
has listed numerous benefits'to the 
mother and baby is based on low 
impact aerobic exercise that is 
weight bearing three to five times a 
week. Swimming is a wonderful 
form of exercise during pregnancy 
as the buoyancy of the water gives 
the woman a feeling of weightless- 
ness. While it will maintain a wom- 
an’s cardiovascular fitness, swim- 
ming doesn’t provide many of the 
benefits that weight-bearing exer- 
cise provides. Weight-bearing exer- 
cise is any exercise performed:in 
which the lower body supports the 

TROPICAL 
EXTERMINATORS 
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TO BE PREGNANT? 
  

“Compared 
with normal- 
weight 
women, obese 
women have a 
greater risk of 
developing 
complications 
during preg- 
nancy.” 
  

weight of the upper body in move- 
ment. Examples of this type of exer- 
cise include walking, treadmill walk- 
ing or a low-impact aerobics class. It 
is important to note that, while fit 
women can continue with their reg- 
ular exercise routine as long as they 
feel comfortable, new exercisers 
should be supervised by a fitness 
professional who is certified in pre- 
natal fitness. A prenatal exercise 
class also provides an informal sup- 
port group where women can 
exchange thoughts and experiences 
about the pregnancy. In all forms of 
exercise, women who are both new 
to exercise and long-time exercisers 
need their doctor’s clearance that 
their pregnancy is normal. 

Additional benefits of exercising 
during pregnancy to the mother 
include increased energy and 
improved sleep, decreased inci- 
dence of loss of bladder control, 
reduction in pregnancy discomforts 
such as hemorrhoids, leg cramps, 
constipation and back pain. Women 
who exercise during pregnancy 
return to their pre-pregnancy 
weight quicker than women who 
did not and lose less bone density 
while breast feeding. 
Numerous benefits regarding 

labour have been cited. Regular 
aerobic exercise raises the level of 
endorphins, which gives a person 
the “exercise high” that many avid 
exercisers crave. In normal labour, 
the body releases endorphins in 
increasing amounts to help women 
transcend the pain of the contrac- 
tions. The endorphin levels of 
women who exercised during preg- 
nancy double or even triple during 

‘labour, which is why research stud- 
ies show that there is much less use 
of epidurals in women who exer- 
cised in pregnancy. Studies also 
show a greatly reduced incidence 
of cesarean sections in exercising 
women. 

The benefits to the baby are also 
numerous. Research has shown that 
exercise increases the growth of the 
placenta which protects the fetus 
in stressful situations. The stress 
hormones (adrenalin and nora- 
drenalin) can reduce the amount 
of oxygen reaching the baby and 
could even cause fetal hypoxia in 
labour. 

However, because the rise of 
these stress hormones in fit women 
is blunted, many research studies 
have shown that babies born to 
exercising women suffer less stress 

in labour and are healthier at birth 
than babies of non-exercising moth- 
ers. 

Dr James Clapp, a researcher 
who has done extensive studies with 
exercising pregnant women, fol- 
lowed these babies through age five 
and found that they scored higher in 
intelligence tests than other babies. 
He postulates that the reason is the 
increased vestibular stimulation, the 
changes in temperature and the 
fetal heart rate fluctuations that 
result from exercising during preg- 
nancy. A report from the Proceed- 
ings of the National Academy of 
Sciences that was published last 
month noted that, in a study of 
mice, exercising while pregnant 
influences the growth of neurons 
in offspring both before and after 
birth, with an overall increase in 
the size of the brain. 

Weight-bearing exercise during 
pregnancy has been shown to 
decrease infant birth weight, while 
still keeping it within a normal, 
healthy range. This can be of impor- 
tance to the mother as many hospi- 
tals nowadays will automatically 
perform a cesarean section if the 
estimated weight of the baby is 4.5 
kgs, and many even recommend a 
cesarean for babies weighing over 
four kgs. 

Yoga during pregnancy has also 
become very popular recently. 
While yoga exercises do not pro- 
vide the same benefits that have 
been listed above that weight-bear- 
ing aerobic exercise provide, the 
gentle stretching and improved 
body flexibility decrease muscular 
tension and stiffness. Yoga breath- 
ing enhances relaxation which leads 
to an increased sense of “well- 
being”. Studies show that women 
with high stress are at increased risk 
for spontaneous abortion, preterm 
labour, malformations and long- 
term functional disorders in chil- 
dren. Both yoga and aerobic exer- 
cise substantially reduce stress in 
pregnant women. 

No scientific studies have been 
done to determine the effects of 
Pilates exercise performed during 
pregnancy, though several studies 
have shown that the stabilising exer- 
cises common to Pilates have 
reduced back pain and pelvic dys- 
function both during pregnancy and 
after birth. It is important to note, 
however, that all the published 
guidelines for exercising during 
pregnancy (including those of 
ACOG and the Society of Obste- 
tricians and Gynecologists of Cana- 
da/Canadian Society for Exercise 
Physiology) caution against exer- 
cising in the supine position (lying 
on the back) after the l6th week 
of pregnancy. 

Most Pilates exercises are per- 
formed either in the supine posi- 
tion or prone (lying on the tum- 
my), so the exercises need to be 
performed in different positions. 
Many prenatal exercise classes com- 
bine low-impact aerobics with body 
conditioning, Pilates and relaxation 
exercises for a full workout. 

Whatever exercise you are doing, 
keep yourself hydrated, dress in lay- 
ers and avoid exercising in hot, 
humid conditions. 

Do what you can and when you 
can for a fit, healthy and enjoyable 
pregnancy. 
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SHANNON WHITT practices: yoga with her 7 month son Jonah Smith during the “Mom and Baby” yoga class 
at the Park Slope YMCA on Thursday, January 10, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. The Y is once again 
redefining itself for women both before and after pregnancy. A new strategic plan envisions the organiza- 
tion as America’s paramount fitness and anti-obesity crusader and mirrors efforts in the Bahamas. 
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PRIME MINISTER HAILS GROWTH IN CRUISE TOURISM 

Caribbean 
Marketplace 
opens in 

Paradise 
m@ BY GLADSTONE 
THURSTON 

PRIME Minister Hubert 
Ingraham said the Caribbean 

must come to terms with the 

growth in cruise tourism. 
“It is, I believe, a critical 

and essential element of our 
tourism product,” he said. 

“Increasingly popular with 

young professionals, families 

and retired persons, cruise 
tourism can play an impor- 
tant economic role in bol- 

stering retail business and 

increasing demand for excur- 
sions and local attractions.” 

Mr Ingraham was speak- 

ing at the Caribbean Hotel 

Association’s three-day Mar- 
ketplace at the Atlantis 
Resort on Sunday night. 
“Our response to cruise 

tourism’s growth must be to 

develop new and imaginative 

ways to have cruise tourism 
complement our land-based 
resources, including renewed 
programmes to convert 
cruise vacationers to return 
land-based guests,” he said. 

“This is especially impor- 
tant since land-based opera- 
tors, with higher operating 

costs and with limited flexi- 
bility to vary costs, are likely 

to remain at a disadvantage 
to cruise lines that are able 
to offer near unbeatable all- 

inclusive, air, meals and 

  

“Hosting 
Caribbean. 
Marketplace is 
quite an auspt- 

cious start to 
the year for 
the Bahamas’ 
hospitality 
industry.” 
  

Neko ‘srant 

entertainment vacations. 
“Still, even beyond these 
developments, it has become 
an especially competitive 
time for the hotel industry 

in the region.” 
Caribbean Marketplace is 

the most important tourism 
marketing event of the year 

for the Caribbean. 
This marks the second 

time it was held in the 
Bahamas. 

Mr Ingraham told those in 
attendance that it is “criti- 
cally important” that owners 
and operators ensure that 

their hotels are equipped 
with the amenities demanded 
and expected by visitors, and 
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NAN PALMER, chief operating officer at Atlantis joins dignitaries at the CHA 

Market. Pictured from left are Minister of Tourism Neko Grant, Ms Palmer, 
CHA director general and CEO Alec Sanguinetti, hotelier George Myers, and 
Stephen Sawyer, senior vice president and general manager of the Roy- 

MINISTER of Tourism and Aviation Neko Grant was among dignitaries at 

the CHA Marketplace at the Atlantis Resort. Pictured from left are Stephen 

Sawyer, senior vice president and general manager, Royal Towers; Mr 

wee hotelier George Myers; and Tourism’s director general Vernice 
alkine. 

    

al Towers. 

PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingraham (centre) arrives for the opening of the 
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CHA Marketplace on Paradise Island. Pictured at left is Minister of Tourism 

and Aviation Neko Grant, and Alec Singuinetti, the CHA’s director gener- 

al. 

    
PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingraham (right) and Caribbean Hotel Associ- 
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ation president Peter Odle share a moment during opening of Caribbean 

Marketplace on Sunday night. At the Marketplace Mr. Ingraham spoke of 

the virtues of cruise tourism. 

  

that guests leave properties 
believing that they received 
good value for money. 
“Hosting Caribbean Mar- 
ketplace is quite an auspi- 
cious start to the year for the 
Bahamas’ hospitality tndus- 
try,” said Minister of 
Tourism Neko Grant. 

“A lot has changed on all 

fronts,” since the Bahamas 
last hosted Caribbean Mar- 
ketplace, he said. 
Rooms on Paradise Island 

alone have almost doubled 
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with the addition of several 
new facilities including the 
recently opened Cove and 
Reef condo resorts, he said. 
New management at the 

Lynden Pindling Interna- 
tional Airport has com- 
menced renovations there, 
Mr Grant added. 

The expanded new airport 
is to be constructed over 
three phases to be completed 
in 2012. 

The Cable Beach strip is 
undergoing transformations 

  

under the direction of the 

Baha Mar Resort “to revi- 
talise and upgrade that resort 

community into a venue to 

rival Paradise Island,” said 
Mr Grant. 

“The government has giv- 

en the billion dollar Albany 

Project at South Ocean the 
green light, which will trans- 

form the south-west area of 

New Providence,” he said. 

“On Grand Bahama Island 

a number of projects are cur- 

rently underway inclusive of 

ETE 

the Ginn Company’s devel- 

opment on the western end 

of the island.” 
Last year the Ministry of 

Tourism commenced laying 
the foundation for ‘Commu- 

nity-based Tourism’, aspects 
of which were highlighted 
during the recent African 

Diaspora Heritage Trail 
Conference held here to fur- 
ther develop heritage and 
cultural tourism attractions 
around the Bahamas, Mr 
Grant added. 
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The Bahamas 
welcomes Czech 
Amhassator 
Designate 
DEPUTY Prime Minister 

and Minister of Foreign 
Aftairs Brent Symonette 
welcomed Czech Republic 
Ambassador Designate Vit 
Konselt during a courtesy 
call at the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs yesterday. 

Mr Symonette said he was 
happy to welcome the 
Ambassador Designate, a 

first for the Bahamas. 
The Czech Republic is 

known for manufacturing 
cars and is a leader in the use 
of solar energy. 
The republic is also look- 

ing forward to developing 
tourism business relations 
with the Bahamas, he said. 

Likewise, Mr Symonette 
said, the Bahamas would be 
interested in developing 
alternative energy and fos- 
tering ties in areas of mutual 
interest. 

TOP: Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Brent Symonette, left, greets Vit 
Konselt, Ambassador Designate 

of the Czech Republic. 

RIGHT: Vit Konselt, Ambas- 
sador Designate of the Czech 
Republic, left, and the Deputy 

Prime Minister 

GB Junior Junkanoo title 
@ By DENISE MAYCOCK 

Tribune Freeport 
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT — The Junior 
Junkanoo parade on Grand 
Bahama this year proved to 
be just as competitive and 
well-organised as the New 
Year’s Day parade. 
Some 14 schools participat- 

ed, showcasing their creative 
talents, musical prowess, and 
skill at synchronised choreog- 
raphy along the parade route 
in downtown Freeport on Sat- 
urday. 

Jack Hayward High cap- 
tured first place again retain- 
ing their title as junkanoo 
champs in the secondary divi- 
sion. 
They earned 4,488 points, 

beating St George’s High 
which placed second with 
3,806 points and Eight Mile 
Rock High which came in 
third with 3,308 points. 

The reigning champion in 
the primary (A) division, the 
Walter Parker Primary 
School, also emerged victori- 
ous for the second year in a 
row. 

Walter Parker earned 3,999 
points and Hugh Campbell 
Primary came in second with 
3,836 points. 

In the primary B division, 
Bartlett Hill Primary was first, 
with 3,211 points; West End 
Primary second, with 2,611 
points; Bishop Michael Eldon 
Primary was third with 2,328 
points and High Rock & 
McClean’s Town Primary 
school were fourth with 1,807 
points. 

In the pre-school category, 
Kinder Care Learning Centre 
won first place with 1,428 
points. St John’s Native Bap- 
tist was second with 1,124 
points. 

The Beacon School won the 
All-Age Division, receiving 
3,019 points. Sunland Baptist 
received 2,574 points for sec- 
ond and Sweeting’s Cay All- 
Age School received 2,344 
points for third place. 

The parade drew thousands 
and people lined the parade 
route to see their favourite 
groups. 
There was also a strong 

police presence all along the 
route to ensure peace and 
order. 

Assistant Superintendent of 
Police Loretta Mackey report- 
ed that there were no arrests 
during the parade. 

“The event took place with- 
out any incidents. We had a 
very large crowd out to cheer 
the children on and they must 

    

Fourteen schools participate 
Junior Junkanoo parade to 
be held on Grand Bahama. 

be commended for being a 
well-behaved crowd. 

“We also commend the 

administration team from the 

Police Department whose 

strategic planning with respect 
to security was well executed 
and contributed to a quiet 
night,” she said. 

This is the ninth annual 

    

3% UBS 
UBS (Bahamas) Ltd. is seeking an experienced 
Compliance Officer to join the existing Risk and 
Compliance team as a: 

Senior Compl’ 2nce Officer 
Reporting directly to the local head of Risk & 
Compliance, the duties and responsibilities of the 
successful candidate will include: 

° Reviewing new laws, rules and regulatory 
requirements and ensuring the firm implements 
policies, procedures and controls to ensure 
compliance; 

  
¢ Assessing, monitoring and mitigating identified 

compliance risk; 
¢ Providing expert compliance and regulatory advice, 

guidance and training to senior management, client 
advisors and all staff members; 

¢ Work closely with the business to identify 
opportunities for better or new processes where 
compliance issues are at stake, develop alternative 

related matters; 

members; 

minimum requirements: 

and securities.   

solutions and recommendations on compliance 

¢ Review existing and produce new policies and 
procedures as necessary; 

e Acting as mentor and supervising junior team 

This position is open to candidates meeting the following 

¢ Minimum 5 years in the financial services industry 
with an established and proven track record in the 
field of compliance or legal. 

¢ In depth knowledge of the local regulatory - 
environment with emphasis on offshore banking 

¢ Sound knowledge of the offshore financial services 
industry and its products and services. 

e Bachelor's degree with a concentration in Finance, 
Economics, or Law is required. 

negotiation skills; 

  
eres 

hrbahamas@ubs.com_ or 

¢ Advanced degree or certification in Compliance, 
AML, KYC or other related disciplines. 

¢ Excellent communication, presentation and 

¢ Team player with strong interpersonal skills. 
¢ Working knowledge with another language such 

as Spanish or Portuguese would be an asset. 

Interested persons meeting the above criteria should 
apply in writing, enclosing a full resume with cover 
letter, on or before, January 24, 2008 to: 

UBS (Bahamas) Ltd. 

Human Resources 

P.O. Box N-7757 
Nassau, Bahamas 

VEN MORI ETUC CRS cota cisake cia june tou aay   
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nay Street 
in need of 
renewal | 

VIEW FROM AFAR 
Issa 

  

By JouHN 

IT IS almost universally 
agreed that downtown Nassau 
and more particularly Bay 
Street is in need of renewal and 
redevelopment. 

The possible relocation of the 
port and the rebuilding of the 
craft market will take some time. 
to come into being. However 
those Bahamians who must earn 
their living from Tourism can’t 
wait that long for improvements 
to Bay Street because its cur- 
rent condition negatively 
impacts the cruise industry 
arrivals and spending as well as 
the image of Nassau in general. 

This column has a suggestion 
which could improve conditions 
in the very short run. Bay Street, JRA) MRS 
particularly the portion between 
the Hilton and the square is lined by valuable buildings and 
established businesses. It would therefore seem feasible for each 
property owner and occupier to take responsibility for their 
share of the sidewalk and fagade. Should these business per- 
sons get together and repair all the cracks and scars and repaint 
and refresh the buildings, it would go a Jong way to improving the 
image of Bay Street. An overall look at the forest of signage by 
a talented architect would also improve the tacky look of the 
street. ‘ 

If this portion of Bay Street were a Mall, the landlord would do 
the work and charge the cost through to the occupants as main- 
tenance. 

Maybe an appropriate association could fill this role. 

Share veur news 
The Tribune wants to hear 
trom people who are 
making news in their 
neighbourhoods. Perhaps 
you are raising funds for a 
good cause, campaigning 
for improvements in the 
area or have won an 
award. 
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story. 
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FROM page one 

tion of political spin and disinfor- 
mation in the face of the serious 
national problems of crime and 
unemployment” in the address. 

“Crime continues unabated and 
all Mr Ingraham can do is help- 
lessly describe what we all know 

already: that crime is out of control 
and that the nation is horrified. 
No plan, no vision and no new 
ideas,” it said. 

Meanwhile, besides having “no 
plan”, the party reiterated their 
claim that the FNM “sabotaged 
the PLP’s programmes of medi- 
um to long term social interven- 
tion” such as Urban Renewal, the 
National Youth Service and other 
similar programmes. 

Concerning unemployment — 
which statistics recently released 
by the government prove to have 
risen by 0.3 per cent — the party 
said that while Mr Ingraham 
“moans” about the rise, “he 
should own up to the fact that the 
FNM is directly responsible for 
the unemployment in the country 
by stopping projects that had been 
approved and breaking firm com- 
mitments made under the PLP.” 

Meanwhile, said the party, their 

PLP hits out 
“projects came on line in a way 
that enabled new jobs to be creat- 

ed.” 
Noting the fact that 70 per cent 

of the building contractors are out 
of work, as stated in a recent 
address by the President of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the party 
said that the “failure” by the “sup- 
posedly decisive” Mr Ingraham to 
make a decision on approvals for 
the Bahamar and Albany projects 
has promoted this situation. 

Albany has in fact received the 
majority of its significant approvals 
at this stage, although later than its 
executives suggested they had 
anticipated. 

The PLP went on to accuse the 
FNM of “slavishly serving the spe- 
cial interests who funded its cam- 
paign” as the Prime Minister sug- 
gested that, although a final deci- 
sion has allegedly not been made, 
Arawak Cay is one location being 
considered as a possibility for the 
removed shipping container ter- 
minal. 

The FNM had previously indi- 
cated in its Manifesto 07 that it 
hoped to turn Arawak Cay into a 
“major cultural festival site.” 

LOCAL NEWS. 

must be “condemned for sanc- 
tioning the movement of the ship- 
ping port to Arawak Cay, a deci- 
sion taken at a meeting chaired 
by Brent Symonette in an obvi- 
ous conflict of interest position,” 
said the statement. 

Mr Symonette’s family estate is 
currently the landlord for one of 
the major shipping companies. 
The PLP suggested that the Ingra- 
ham administration is choosing to 
“ignore the formal recommenda- 

tions of the business community” 
in relation to the shipping con- 
tainer removal issue for this rea- 
son, 

A report produced by Ecorys 
Liviense, consultants hired by the 
former government, described a 
removal of the shipping facilities to 
southwestern New Providence as 
“soundly feasible from a socio- 
economic perspective” and likely 
to generate $497 million in eco- 
nomic benefits over a 30-year peri- 
od, compared to present new val- 
ue of $192 million. 

While Mr Ingraham declared in 
his address that no agreement had 
yet been reached on where to relo- 
cate the shipping facilities, he 
added that by the end of this year 
there will be a discontinuation of 
the practice of moving shipping 

FROM page one 
non-event because it was not in the media, so we 

really have a situation where only those persons 
who were downtown at the time will have that lin- 

gering nightmare memory and will be talking about 
it to friends and family,” she said. 

Ms Walkine said that the Bahamas has been 
lucky in that the US media has been too busy with 
covering their country’s approaching general clec- 
tion so that the incident of DeAngelo’s murder 
was not even a “blip on their radar.” 

However, the tourism director general said this 

incident brings home the point that “one single 
incident by one idiot can destabilise our indus- 

try.” 
As it concerns the shooting death of the young 

CR Walker student, Ms Walkine said that the 

FROM page one 
politically and drag his name 

Protest ‘plan’ 
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Bahamas ‘fortunate’ 
police have assured her ministry that the case was 
an isolated one. 

“Tt’s never happened before, we don’t expect it 
to happen again. Nevertheless, police are doing 
what they have to, to ensure that the downtown 
area is as secure as possible for visitors and 
Bahamians alike,” she said. 

To make Bay Street safer and to enhance the 
experience for tourists, Ms Walkine said she would 
like to see downtown made into a pedestrian zone. 

There now exists the opportunity to create an 
“oasis” with green spaces, dining opportunities 
and other facilities, for the over two million cruise 
passengers who come off the ships into downtown 
Nassau each year, she said. 

the criticisms that Mr Gibson lev- 
elled against him were both 
painful to him, and his family. 

“planned expansion” meant that 

FROM page one 
signed under the former government to construct a 
new building to house the vendors. However, many 
vendors objected, calling for repairs to their cur- 

rent tented location instead. 
A decision to allocate the warehouse for this lat- 

est purpose was made after artisans and other mem- 
bers of the Bahamas National Crafts Association 
(BNCA) made representation to the government for 
somewhere to sell their wares last year, it emerged 
yesterday. 

However, Dr Deveaux said that a separate straw 
market can‘still come into existence, despite this 
location being taken off the list of potential sites. 

Meanwhile, he said that any straw vendors who 
are interested in selling authentic wares will not be 
“excluded”, adding that the BNCA will have a “huge 
role to play” in determining what goods fit the bill. 

Donnalee Bowe, Handicraft Development and 
Marketing Manager at Bahamas Agricultural and 
Industrial Corporation (BAIC) yesterday said she 
welcomed “any more space” for Bahamian-made 
products. 

While 500 and 700 people were graduated from 
BAIC-held courses in shell, straw, wood and coconut 
craft in 2006 and 2007, there are currently only two 
opportunities annually for them to display and sell 

The PLP said that Mr Ingraham containers during daylight hours. 

Dock warehouse 
sans” and for many people, creating and sourcing 
materials for Bahamian crafts is their main source of 
income. 

She insisted that they can provide enough prod- 
ucts to “supply the market” on a daily basis, adding 
that such a move will allow Bahamian dollars to 
stay in the Bahamas, rather than be spent on import- 
ing foreign made souvenirs and materials. 

Dr Deveaux said he expected the building to 
accommodate 300 to 350 people, asserting that his 
“one instruction was that the ambiance and overall 

appeal and flow of the building is not compromised 
by trying to fit too many people in it.” 

He added: “It needs wide aisles, proper lighting 
and security. We don’t want a crowded dense mar- 
ket.” 

According to the works minister, preparations 
are underway to have mechanical and electrical 
plans, as well as an interior design for the historic 
building, completed by the end of this month so 

that contracts to carry out the work can be put out to 
bid and the “readying” of the building can begin. 

Dr Deveaux said that creating such a market in 
this location “complements” the overall vision for 
the revitalisation of downtown Nassau to which 

“through the mud.” 
However, it is understood that 

the continued verbal attacks 

against Mr Gibson have “re- 
enforced” his position to resign 
from the party. | 

. “IT find it interesting that none 
of Mr Christie’s senior cabinet 

ministers have come oul to con- 
demn Kenyatta yet,” a PLP insid- 
er said. 

“None of them have come to 

Mr Christie’s defence.” 

Last week, The Tribune 

revealed that the PLPs “call cen- 

tre” at their party headquarters 
in Gambier House had been 

“revitalized” to flood the local 
talk shows with irate callers to 
whip up support for the party’s 
condemnation of the departing 
MP. 

Yesterday, on the radio pro- 

gramme “Issues of the Day” with 
host Wendell Jones, some callers 

expressed the wish to block Mr 
Gibson’s entrance to the House of 
Assembly, and others to simply 
gather in Rawson Square and 
demand the MP’s resignation 
from his parliamentary seat. 

On Sunday night, Mr Christie, 

while a guest on the radio talk 
show “Tell It Like It Is” said that 

Mr Christie also took excep- 
tion to not being notified of Mr 
Gibson’s intentions before they 
became public. He said he heard 
about the resignation through a 
party colleague who in turn had 
been told by a reporter. 

Initially Mr Gibson said he had 
planned to leave the party on 
good terms without any animosi- 
ty. However, after the party issued 
a statement criticizing the MP’s 
decision, Mr Gibson shot back, 

describing Mr Christie as an inept 
“has been” leader who, in his 
opinion, was unfit to lead the PLP 
any longer. 

| 

a 
P.A.R. CONSTRUCTION CO. 

CHEROKEE SOUND, ABACO— 

REQUIRES ONE 

CONSTRUCTION LABOURER 

their goods, she said. government is committed. 
Ms Bowe said that there are “hundreds of arti- 

FROM page one 

required to do so, wanted Miller’s 
coveted radio time slot. 

Mrs McWeeney told the court 
that weeks after the complainant 
started her employment at Gems 
she noticed her metamorphosis 
from an outgoing, exuberant 
employee into a “withdrawn” per- 
son who was “difficult to talk to.” 
Although she said she was 

“absolutely shocked” to hear the 
sexual harassment allegations 
against Mr Miller, she told the 

court that she had seen Mr Miller 
verbally abuse the news staff and 
repeatedly told him to treat staff 
with respect. 

She recalled an instance when 
she saw the complainant and 
Miller sitting in his car with the 
employee visibly distraught with 

. tears streaming down her face. 
This prompted Mrs McWeeney 
to poke her head in the car and 
ask if the employee was all right. 

  

Darold Miller 
Under heavy questioning from 

the defence, Mrs McWeeney (a 
former PLP senator) repeatedly 
denied there was any political 
motivation behind Mr Miller’s ter- 
mination. She also told the court 
that as far as she knew the radio 
station did not owe Miller any 
money. 

She did not know that the com- 
pany’s “life coach,” Dr Wayne 

’ Thompson, had diagnosed the 
complainant as a suicidal person, 
full of rage, depression and anxi- 
ety, she told the court. Nor was 
she ever told by the complainant 
that she had lived with the Mr 
Miller for three weeks. 

Mrs McWeeney said she did 
not recall the complainant telling 
CEO Deborah Bartlett that as a 
little girl she admired her when 
she saw her driving by in her 
Jaguar, nor did she recall ever 

wa 

CARMEN LoursE Bostwick LLB > 

ON BEING CALLED TO THE BAHAMAS 
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hearing Ms Bartlett shouting, 
“Hallelujah, God has brought the 
right girl for me to take to Turks 
and Caicos” during an interview. 

She also denied the defence’s 
argument that she was a part of a 
conspiracy to ruin Mr Miller. 

Sonia Hamilton, financial con- 
troller and director of human 
resources at GEMS, was also 
called to the stand. 

She told the court that the com- 
plainant was hired on February 
2, 2007 as a news reporter under 
the direct supervision of Darold 
Miller after an initial interview on 
January 18, 2007. She, with 
GEMS CEO Deborah Bartlett, 
interviewed the complainant, she 
said. 

To her knowledge, the com- 
plainant was not an employee at 
the radio station between Janu- 
ary 18 and February 2, 2007. 

When asked by the prosecution 
if Mr Miller had made any com- 
plaints against the complainant 
between February 2 and March 
22, 2007, she said he had not. 

However there was more than 
one complaint made by the com- 
plainant about Mr Miller, she said. 

Ms Hamilton described the 
complainant as a “very enthusi- 
astic”, “upbeat” employee prior 
to March 22, 2007. Two weeks 
after she began working, her 
demeanour noticeably changed, 
the witness said. After requests 
from employees, she asked Deb- 
orah Bartlett to hold a company 
“prayer meeting” on March 21, 
2007. 

Under cross-examination, the 
defence asked what qualifications 
the complainant had. Ms Hamil- 
ton replied that “she was as qual- 
ified as the two other reporters 
there,” adding that the com- 
plainant was brought to GEMS 
by “Mr Miller himself.” 

“Oh, Mr Miller brought her 
there, not Ron Pinder?” Mr 

Kemp asked, to which the witness 

replied that she had never seen 
the former parliamentary secre- 
tary bring the employee to 
GEMS. 

Mr Kemp bombarded the wit- 
ness with questions, loudly ask- 
ing if the complainant had told 
her that she had been kicked out 
by her family and was living in 
Mr Miller’s home for three weeks. 

Ms Hamilton said no, she was 
not told that. 

Mr Kemp accused the witness 
of being “jealous” when she saw 
the complainant driving Miller’s 
Jaguar. Ms Hamilton replied 
anprily, “I have my own vehicle!” 

Dressed in a grey suit, and a 

pink pastel coloured shirt with 
matching tie, Mr Miller often 
exclaimed audibly during the wit- 
ness’ testimony. 

The complainant had to be 
removed from the proceedings 
after the defence said there was a 
possibility she might be recalled to 
the witness stand. 

Mr Miller is accused of sexual- 
ly harassing a female employee 
of radio station GEMS between 
February 1 and March 31, 2007. 

The case continues on February 
14 at 1 pm in Court Six, Parlia- 
ment Street before Magistrate 
Renea Mackey. 

INTERESTED PARTIES 
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wedding anniversary 
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Love,
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BNGIS staff to undergo 
additional training and 

continue profile collection 

  

in the Family Islands 

THE Bahamas National 
Geographic Information 
Systems Centre is kicking 
off the new year with 
plans for more GIS train- 
ing and the last in a series 
of field trips to Great 
Inagua. 

This comes as a part of 
the second component of 
the Inter-American 
Development Bank’s 
(IDB) Land Use Policy 
and Administration Pro- 
ject, entitled ‘Land Infor- 
mation Management’, 
which is being executed by 
the centre. 

Development 
Carolann Albury, direc- 

tor of the BNGIS Centre, 
explained that the IDB 
project calls for the devel- 
opment of geographic pro- 
files on three islands: 
‘Abaco, Andros and Great 
Inagua. 
These geographic pro- 

files will be created using 
modern technologies such 
as geographic information 
systems (GIS) and associ- 
ated technologies such as 
global positioning systems 
(GPS). 
GIS is a computer map- 

ping system used by thou- 
sands of people all over 
the world to visualise, dis- 
play and analyse informa- 
tion for better land use 
planning, among other 
applications. 

Ms Albury said the team 
of consultants and the 
staff of the centre have 
worked consistently on 
the IDB project in collab- 
oration with project par- 
ticipants in the Local 
Government Administra- 
tion Office as well as with 
assistance from GIS tech- 
nical officers in Abaco, 
Andros and technical offi- 
cers from a number of 
agencies in New Provi- 
dence. 

She pointed out that the 
data collected thus far will 
serve as base information 
from which agencies can 
build other data sets with 
a focus on increasing the 

potential for better deci- 
sion making. 

Mrs Grant Harry, IDB 
consultant attached to the 
BNGIS Centre said the 
overall purpose of the 
field trip, scheduled for 
January 14 to 21, is to ver- 
ify data collected on the 
island during previous 
trips. 
Among the completed 

data layers for Inagua are 
transportation networks, 
building footprints, com- 
munity facilities, utility 
infrastructure, existing 
land use and other data 
sets which may be used 
for land use planning and 
administration. 
An IDB LUPAP Com- 

ponent 2 training session 
conducted by Mrs Harry 
is also scheduled for agen- 
cies and local government 
participants. 

It will take place from 
January 29 to 31. 

This course will provide 
participants with the tech- 
niques to. efficiently 
process spatial data and 
integrate field data (col- 
lected with GPS units) in 
a GIS environment. 

Successful 

It will also examine the 
quality assurance and 
quality control methods 
that should be employed 
in order to implement a 
successful GIS. 

The format of the train- 
ing will include lectures, 
demonstrations and hands 
on exercises Where stu- 
dents will work with GPS 
units and various GIS 
software to collect infor- 
mation; create maps, 

manipulate and analyse 
data and also explore 
ways their organisations 
can use these tools to pro- 
vide relevant business 
solutions. 

Ms Albury said other 
training sessions and field 
trips to Abaco and 
Andros are planned for 
the near future as the IDB 
LUPAP nears completion 
this year. 

    

    
SENIOR OFFICERS and command staff of the Royal Bahamas Defence Force at a one-day leadership 
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retreat at the Bahamas Faith Ministries 

Centre on Carmichael Road. At centre is Commander Defence Force, Commodore Clifford Scavella. 

THE Commander of 
Defence Force Commodore 
Clifford Scavella, along with 
his senior officers and com- 
mand staff, held a one-day 
leadership symposium at the 
Bahamas Faith Ministries 
Centre on Carmichael 
Road. 

The aim of the forum was 
to assist the senior officers in 
improving the level of team 
cohesion. 

This is said to be a key 
ingredient for the overall 
effectiveness of the Defence 
Force. 

The Minister of National 
Security and Immigration 
Tommy Turnquest delivered 
the opening remarks. He 
encouraged the senior offi- 
cers to continue working 
together as a cohesive entity 
to achieve a common goal. 

Roosevelt Finlayson, facil- 
itator of the event, spoke of 
the importance of problem 
solving. 

He emphasised that every 
member of a team is impor= 
tant in getting each job done. 

Motivational speaker Dr 
Richard Pinder of Bahamas 
Faith Ministries spoke about 
leadership, management and 
ethics. 

A multi-restaurant group of companies is seeking applications for the 
position of Financial Controller to take control of its finance functions. With a 
number of franchise stores and several fine dining restaurants, the group is 

looking to further consolidate and grow its position within the market. 

The Financial Controller, will report directly to the Chief Financial Officer, be 
expected to work independently and will be responsible for the following:- 

Training, Leadership and management of the accounts staff. 
Preparation of Financial Statements and Monthly Reconciliations on 
a timely basis. 
Preparation of Budgets and Cash Flow Forecasts. 
Monitor and analyze monthly operating results against budget and 
previous year. 
Analyze and evaluate existing procedures and implement 
improvements as necessary. 
Establish and implement short and long range departmental goals, 
objectives, policies and 
operating procedures. 

To be successful in this role, candidates must meet the following criteria:- 
Bachelors Degree in Finance and/or Accounting. Professional 
accounting designation of ACCA, CA or CPA desirable. Minimum of 
five years experience in senior-level finance or accounting position. 
Strong leadership and management skills are essential. 
Ability to analyze financial data and prepare financial reports, 
statements and projections. 
Excellent written, verbal communication and interpersonal skills and 

the ability to motivate 
staff to produce quality work within a timely fashion. 
Knowledge of Food & Beverage Operations and the Micros POS 
system preferable 
Must be fully conversant and proficient with Microsoft Office, 
specifically Excel, Word and Powerpoint and a knowledge of Real 

RBDF senior officers 

leadership 
  

symposium 

      

INS 

SENIOR OFFICERS during a one-day leadership symposium at the Bahamas Faith Ministries Centre, 

Carmichael Road. They are trying to put together the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, an exercise symbolising the 

importance of unity. 
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The Power to Surprise” 
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The Spectra5/CERATO has a sporty attitude with its sport- 

World Accounting system would be an asset. tuned suspension, 16-inch alloy wheels, strut tower bar, and 

fully independent suspension. It can seat up to five occupants. 

It is powered by a 138 hp 2.0-liter four-cylinder that is mated to 

a standard five-speed manual gearbox or optional revised four- 

speed automatic transmission. It comes standard with seat 

The position offers an attractive salary with a benefits package, reflecting the 
successful applicant’s experience and qualifications. 

Applicants should submit resumes to: 
mounted side-impact airbags and_ side curtain airbags. 

Human Resources Department i tL . eee 

P.O. Box N-4942, 
Nassau, Bahamas SANPIN MOTORS LIMITED ON THE SPOT FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH 

Or Thompson Blvd, Oaks Field COMMONWEALTH BANK 
Phone: 242-326-6377 

fax: 242-326-6315 
INSURANCE AVAILABLE WITH ADVANTAGE 

Email: huma a manresources@restaurantsbs.com INSURANCE BROKERS & AGENTS LTO.  
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TUESDAY EVENING 

| 7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 
NETWORK CHANNELS nbs 

Great Romances|Nova Creations such as frozen — |Curious Science of consciousness; |Frontline “Cheney's Law’ The pow- 

WPBT |of the 20th Cen {food, refrigeration and modem air researchers use fruit flies to study Jer of the presidency. (CC) (DVS) 
tury conditioning. (N) (CC) (DVS) the brain. © (CC) _ 

The Insider (N) [NCIS ‘Tribes’ (iTV) The FBI sus- {Comanche Moon Texas Rangers search for two American Indian outlaws 

WFOR|n (CC) pects et 4 terrorist recruit: Janda Mexican bandit. (N) © (Part 2 of 3) (CC) 
ment. (N) A 

Access Holly- |The Bl pest Loser: Couples Teams compete in a game of elimination. Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
WTV4J |wood (N) (ck) (N) at C) “Unorthodox’ A young Jewish boy is 

  

  

brutally attacked. (N) 

Deco Drive American Idol (Season Premiere) Singers audition in Philadelphia. (N) _ |News (N) (CC) 
1 (Part 1 of 2) (CC) @ WSVN 

Jeopardy! (N) Just for Laughs |Just for Laughs According to | Carpoolers Laird |Boston Legal “Mad About You” 
WPLG icc Garage door {Aportable toilet |Jim “The Perfect [pretends to be Denny refuses Alan’s help with a 

mishap. (N) (CC) |floats away. © | Fight” (N) married. high-profile murder case. (N) (CC) 

CABLE CHANNELS ; 

(:00) CSI: Miami |The First 48 A man-is shot in broad |The First 48 “Mislead; Somebody's |Parking Wars Parking Wars 
A&E Game Over" 1 |daylight; a man is shot outside his Daddy” Teenager murdered. icc} (N) (0c) Atal wine 

ouble parker. (CC) apartment. (CC) 

(0) BBC World /BBC News World Business |BBC News Children on the |News 
BBCI jews America |(Latenight). |Report (Latenight). | Froniline 

What's in Itfor |BET News Spe- 
Us? (N) (CC) {cial 

BET % & 4 BROWN SUGAR (2002, Romance-Comedy) me Diggs, Sanaa Lathan, Mos Def. 

CBC News: The National (N) (CC) 

  

   
       

       

     

  

   

Childhood friends won't admit they love each other. (CC) 

CBC Just for Laughs /Rick Mercer Re- |This Hour Has. |jPOD “A Fine Bro-Mance” Ethan 
(N) (CC) port (CC) 22 Minutes (CC) jlooks for his brother. (N) (CC) 

   

  

   

  

  

        
     
     

     

     
     

  

    
    

      

      

   
   

    

:00) Kudlow & |Fast Money ” Deal or No Deal Contestants get a |The Big Idea With Donny Deutsch 
CNBC | cerpan (CC) chance to win money. icc} 

CNN (:00) Lou Dobbs Tonight (CC) Larry King Live (CC) Anderson Cooper 360 (CC) 

Scrubs “My New |The Daily Show |The Colbert Re- |Futurama Fry |South Park Mov-/Demetri Martin The comic per- i ry 
COM Coat” M (CC) |With Jon Stew- |port (CC) and the crew's —_|ing on up to forms. (CC) 

art (CC) fondest wishes. |fourlh grade.   Cops ‘Palm — Cops “Jack- _|Cops “Palm Disorder in the Court Il: 20 More /Most Shocking 
COURT Beach” 1 (CC) sowvile” 0 (CC) Bese A (CC) |Outrageous Courtroom Moments 

The Suite Life of] x x» EDDIE'S MILLION DOLLAR COOK-OFF (38) That’s So {That's So Raven |Life With Derek | 
DISN Zack & Cody (2003, Comedy) Taylor Ball. A teen juggles a baseball )Raven “To See or|New supplier. j“lvanwho?” 

Video game. 1 game and a cooking contest. M (C } Not to See” C (CC) 

| DIY ‘|This Old House |This Old House |Sweat Equity [Under Construc-|Under Construc-/Desperate Land-|Desperate Land- 
1 (CC) Stripping paint. tion (N) tion (N) scapes scapes 

DW ML Mona Lisa |Journal: Tages- |Politik direkt Journal: In Journal: Tages- /Im Focus (In 
thema Depth thema German) 

E! The Daily 10 (N) |Jenna Jameson: The E! True Hollywood Story Adult film star attains | The Girls Next Door Highlights. 

   

mainstream success. 1 (CC) 

:00) College Basketball Ohio State at Michigan 
ESPN no thaica } 
ESPN | (:00) Tennis Australian Open -- Early Round -- Day 2. From Melbourne, Australia. (Live) (CC) 

Daily Mass: Our |Mother Angelica Live Classic {Religious Cata- |The Holy Rosary/Threshold of Hope 
EWTN Episodes logue 

:00) Cardio |ShimmyNew {Shimmy New  |Namaste Yoga Namaste Yoga |Body Challenge 2 
FIT TV Kat 1 (CC) Stretching. (CC) |Lotus Link” 

Fox Report- |The O'Reilly Factor (CC) Hannity & Colmes (CC) On the Record With Greta Van 

FOX-NC [fpndsnn [One aeeC) Hmi Etat Bien 
:00) College Basketball North Carolina State at College Basketball Miami at Boston College. (Live) 

FSNFL Benen (Live) , 

Chrysler Classic/Celebrity Golf {Golf Central | Trevino & Lopez (N) Big Break: Mesquite GOLF ligige eet [we feeetion 
GSN () Weakest |Who Wants to Bea Millionaire © How Much Is |Family Feud |Family Feud ~—_|Chain Reaction 

ink O (CC) — {(CC) Enough? (CC) (CC) (CC) (CC) 

(:00) Attack of {X-Play (N) Ninja Warrior {Ninja Warrior | Cops 2.0 Texas. |Cops 2.0 Cops 2.0 | 
G4Tech the Show! (N) A (CC) Phoenix. ( (CC)|Phoenix. O (CC) 

(00) Walker, — |Walker, Texas Ranger Walker's for-|ANNIE’S POINT (2005, Comedy-Drama) Betty White, Richard Thomas, | 
HALL exas Ranger _|mer partner is captured by the Mexi- Any Davidson. A widow and her granddaughter journey cross-country. | 

A (CC) can crime syndicate. 1 Icy (CC) 

Buy Me Marcie Designer Guys Design Inc.A {Colin & Justin's Home Heist ‘My {Design Interns The teams must de-| 
HGTV _[wantstosell her |A couple needs {kitchen makeover.|House Sucks” Keiron and Gorett’s sign and build a new chair for the. | 

condo.(CC) help. M (CC) —_|(N) (CC) pad. (N) O (CC) (N) A (CC) | 

Morris Cerullo |Paid Program Christ in Inspiration To- |Life Today (CC) |This Is Your Day |The Gospel 

INSP fleskanle Patho rome Ge day (CC) | 
Reba ‘Best Lil |My Wifeand  |Accordingto |Family Guy Pe- |Family Guy “Sib-|Two and a Half |Two and a Half 

KTLA [Haunted House |Kids'Jr. wins a |Jim Jim deletes |ter catches Loret-|ling Rivalry’ © |Men Brothers get |Men “Hi, Mr. 
in Texas” (CC) |competition. photo. O.(CC) ta. M (CC), (CC) drunk. (CC) Homed One” 

Still Standing |Reba ve pass- |Reba “Go Far’ |x x» JUST ASK MY CHILDREN (2001, Drama) Virginia Madsen, Jef- | 
LIFE A (CC) es her driving _|Jake tries out for {frey Nordling, Graham Beckel. A couple are falsely accused of molesting 

test. 1 (co football. 0 their children. (CC) (DVS) 

:00) Hardball {Countdown With Keith Olber- {Presidential Debate Democratic candidates forum in Las Vegas. (Live) | MSNBC 3" [immer lies 
Ned’s Declassi- [SpongeBob [Drake & Josh |Home Improve- |Home Improve- |George Lopez George Lo 

NICK fied School SquarePants 1 rate Ao Re (CC) |ment M (CC) | (cc) a (cc) 

NTV (ea) Bones (\ |NCIS “Tribes” The FBI suspectsa [House 1 (CC) News (N) (1 ‘|News 
mosque of terrorist recruitment. CC) f terrori itment (CC) 

SPEED (:00) Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction Tuesday action from Scottsdale, Ariz. (Live) 

Extraordinary _/Behind the Joyce Meyer: |John Hagee To- |Bill Gaither (CC) |Praise the Lord (CC) 
TBN Health With Jor- |Scenes (CC) Eno ing Every: |day (CC) 

dan Rubin day Life (CC) 

Everybody Family Guy Family Guy Pe- |Family Guy |Family Guy “Pa- |The Office The Office ‘The 
TBS Loves Raymond |‘Mind Over Mur- |ter’s married to (CC) triot Games” (CC)|*Branch Closing” |Merger’ (1 (CC) 

“Super Bowl’ —_|der’ (CC) the mob. (CC) A (CC) 

:00) Flip That |Miami Ink “Ami’s Anger’ Ami strug- |London Ink Birthdays. (N) LA Ink (N) 
TLC fuse st {gles with anger. (cc) 

friends. (CC) ‘ 

(:00) Law & Or- |Cold Case “Glued” Rush reopens {Cold Case ‘The Letter’ ™ (CC) {Cold Case ay inthe Box’ The 
TNT der “Ghosts”  |the case of an 8-year-old boy found team reopens the murder case of a 

(CC) (DVS) buried in a snow drift. 6-year-old orphaned boy. (CC) 

“ |Camp Lazio [Home for Imagi- |Courage the  /GrimAdven- |My Gym Part- Ed, Edd n Eddy |Naruto 
TOON ee. nary Friends — |Cowardly Dog _ [tures ner's a Monkey 

TV5 (0) Toute une |Stratégies animales “Entre la terre |Pellan: la femme désirée Arrigre-scene |Urbania 
istoire et arbre” ~ |‘La Tournée” 

:00) Abrams & |When Weather Changed History |Weather: Evening Edition (CC) 
TWC Battle of the Bulge. ? 

(en) YoAmoa {Amar sin Limites Un hombre lucha |Pasion Una historia que toma lugar |Aqui y Ahora 
UNIV uan Querendén|para salvar ala mujer que ama. entre piratas y fortunas. ' 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit/Law & Order: Special Victims Unit} x * BRINGING DOWN THE 
USA der: Criminal In- |*Mother’ A psychiatrist is found —_‘|‘Debt” © (CC) HOUSE (2003, Comedy) Steve Mar- 

tent © (CC) —_|beaten in a crack house. tin, Queen Latifah. (cc} 

VH1 (00) The Shot {Scott Baio Is 46... and Pregnant |Cutest Babies © Rock of Love With Bret Michaels 
a a a 

vs :00) NHL Hockey Montreal Canadiens at New York Islanders. From the /Hockey Central |TapouT (CC) 
. (Live) assau Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Uniondale, N.Y. (Live) 0 

Funniest Pets & |WGN News at Nine (N) © (CC) 
People Funny 

blooper videos. 

(00) America’s |Funniest Pets & |Funniest Pets & |Funniest Pets & 
WGN unniest Home |People Funny People Funny | People Funny 

Videos (- (CC) |blooper videos.-~|blooper videos. blooper videos. 

Family Guy Pe- |Reaper “Pilot” Sam and his friends |One Tree Hill Lucas’ editor wonders|CW11 News at Ten With Kaity 
WPIX _tercatches Loret-|seek their first escaped soul.  — about the timing of his recent cre-  |Tong, Jim Watkins (N) (CC) 

ta. A (CC) (CC) ative inspiration. (N) (CC) 

Jeopardy! (N) /Dr. Phil Women post pictures of . /News (N) Jeopardy! (CC) |Frasier A battle |Frasier “Our Par- 
WSBK (Cc) their partying. iN A (CC) fora club mem- ents, Ourselves” 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 

bership. (CC) | (CC) 

i OVER THE HEDGE (2006, Comedy) Voices of | * » NORBIT (2007, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, Thandie Newton, Cuba 
HBO-E __ [Bruce Willis, Animated. A raccoon tells fellow animals |Gooding Jr. A henpecked husband's childhood sweetheart moves back to 

about a new food source. 1 ‘PG’ (CC) town, 1) ‘PG-13' (CC) 

ee 0%% | kok FIGHT CLUB (1999, Suspense) Brad Pitt, Edward Norton, Helena Bonham Carter. |Def oy 
u- 

College Basketball Kentucky at Mississippi State. (Live) (CC) 

  

  

    

    
    

  

   

   

    

(:00) Law & Or-   
      

   

      

        

   

      

    

   

  

  

HBO-P |DIEHARD _|Men vent their rage by beating each other in a secret arena.  'R’ (CC) Jam Gilson 
(1988) 'R’ (CC) bin, A (CC) 
(8) * THE LAKE HOUSE (2006, Fonenee * x UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (2006, Comedy) x * OVER 

HBO-W fall |Dyllan Christopher. A snowstorm strands youths in an |THE HEDGE Keanu Reeves. A doctor and a frustrated architec 
in love across time. ‘PG’ (CC) airport during the holidays. ‘PG’ (CC) (2006) ‘PG’ (CC) 

- 4% MURDER IN THE FIRST (1995, Docud- | * % % BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (2005, Romance) Heath Ledger, 
HBO-S rama) Christian Slater. An attorney represents a brutal- jJake Gyllenhaal, Linda Cardellini. Two cowboys maintain a secret ro- 

ized prisoner of Alcatraz. 1 ‘R’ (CC) mance over many years. 1 ‘R’ (CC) 

(:00) Andrew Jenks, Room 335 (N)| x THE HITCHER (2007, Suspense) Sean Bean, * ; FAST TIMES AT RIDGE- 
MAX-E Sophia Bush, Zachary Knighton. A cunning serial Killer |MONT HIGH (1982, Comedy-Dra- 

victimizes two traveling students. © ‘R’ (CC) ma) Sean Penn. ‘R’ 

:20) & %% HARD TARGET (1993, Drama) Jean- * & & BLOOD DIAMOND (2006, Adventure) Leonardo DiCaprio, Jen- 
MOMAX slaude Van Damme. A merchant sailor battles a vi-_nifer Connelly, Djimon Hounsou. Two men join in a quest to recover a 

cious group of man-hunters. 1 'R’ (CC) priceless gem. /\ 'R’ (CC) 
  

("5  &» STAR TREK: INSURRECTION (1998) |The L Word ‘Look Out, Here They | x x JACKASS: NUMBER TWO 
atrick Stewart, iTV, The Enterprise crew leads a revolt|Comel” (iTV) Tina’s affection causes ae Comedy) Johnny Knoxville. 

against the Federation. 1 ‘PG’ (CC) difficulties. (CC) iTV. O'R’ (ce 
SHOW 

(CC)       peg. 1 'R' (CC) ee __ {lynn Whitfield. 0 ‘P 

eee TO | * x ELECTION 8 Comedy) Matthew Broderick, Reese Wither- | * * MADEA’S FAMILY RE- 
TMC WAL co Ll- |spoon, Chris Klein. A teacher tries to take a student overachiever down a |UNION (2006, Comedy) Tle Perry, 

“13 
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LOCAL NEWS 

Kenyan police accused 
— of ‘shoot to kill’ policy 

Human rights group calls for end to ban on demonstrations 

    
KENYANS who found refuge outside a Kenyan Air Force barracks in 
Nairobi, Kenya, wait for aid distribution, yesterday — 

A DISPLACED Kenyan child whose family found refuge outsi 
        Phd 

de a Kenyan 
Air Force barracks in Nairobi, Kenya, waits for aid distribution, yesterday. 
Chairman of a special government committee set up to coordinate aid, said 
at least 612 people have died in the crisis so far. 

@ NAIROBI, KENYA 

Police are behind dozens of 
deaths in Kenya’s post-election 
turmoil, opening fire on both 
looters and opposition protest- 
ers under an unofficial “shoot to 
kill” policy, a leading human 
rights group said, according to 
the Associated Press. 
Human Rights Watch called 

on Kenya’s government to lift its 
ban on demonstrations and order 
police not to shoot at protesters. 

The appeal came three days 
before the opposition planned 
nationwide protests that police 
have warned will be stopped. 
“Kenyan police in several 

cities have used live ammunition 
to disperse protesters and dis- 
perse looters, killing and wound- 
ing dozens,” the New York- 
based group said. 
Some 575 people have died 

since the disputed Dec. 27 presi- 
dential election, the Kenya Red 
Cross Society said. 

The latest count — up from 
485 — was reached in collabo- 
ration with the government, and 
was based on-bodies found at 

mortuaries, homes and other 

places previously too dangerous 
to reach, said spokesman Antho- 
ny Mwangi. 

The violence has taken an eth- 
nic turn — pitting other tribes 
against President Mwai Kibak- 
i’s Kikuyu people — and shaking 
Kenya’s image as a stable democ- 
racy in a region that includes 
war-ravaged Somalia and Sudan. 

Some worried the real death 
toll was higher. 

“My greatest fear is that when 
the authorities and rescuers have 
combed every village, they will 
discover that many, many people 
have been massacred,” Mutuma 
Mathiu, managing editor of The 
Sunday Nation, wrote in an edi- 
torial. 

Intense international pressure 
has failed to push Kibaki and his 
rival, Raila Odinga, into talks. 
U.S. envoy Jendayi Frazer said 
Saturday that Kibaki and Odinga 
should acknowledge that “seri- 
ous irregularities” in the vote 
count made it impossible to 
determine who won. 

She said the U.S. would not 
step back from a crisis in a coun- 

CHILDREN peer through a crack in the wall’from inside their classroom at the Olympic School in the Kibera slum, Nairobi, Kenya, yesterday. Chil- 

dren in Kenya trooped through traffic jams back to school Monday, a sign of returning normale’ 
unleashed across the East African nation after a disputed presidential vote. 

try that has been crucial to the 
war on terrorism by turning over 
dozens of suspects. 
Human Rights Watch said 

even people who did not attend 
rallies have been shot. Witnesses 
described police gunfire hitting 
people on the fringes of demon- 
strations in the slums of the cap- 
ital, Nairobi, the group said. 

One woman was hit by stray 
bullets that penetrated the wall of 
her home; another unarmed man 

was shot in the leg; a boy watch- 

Colombian former 
hostage is reunited with 
three-year-old son after 
separation in captivity 

‘H BOGOTA, Colombia 

After three years apart, 
recently released Colombian 
hostage Clara Rojas was able 
to embrace her young son, who 
was fathered by one of her 
guerrilla captors but taken away 
from her months after he was 
born. 

Rojas gave birth to 
Emmanuel in 2004, but the 
guerrillas separated her from 
the child when he was 8 months 
old. A peasant delivered him to 
Colombian social services, 
which — unaware of his true 
identity — placed him in the 
foster home in the capital, 
Bogota, where he has been for 
the past two years. 
During the two-hour 

encounter at a foster home on 
Sunday, Emmanuel practised 
drawing with markers with his 
mother at his side. 
Photographs released by 

Colombia’s child welfare agency 
also showed Emmanuel and 
Rojas in a close hug, their arms 
wrapped around each other. 
Rojas earlier said Emmanuel 
had made her a gift, and they 
were shown apparently 
exchanging a paper with art- 
work on it. 

Authorities have said they 
hope to deliver the boy to per- 
manent custody of Rojas in the 
coming days. 

Rojas returned on Sunday to 
Bogota nearly six years after. 
she was kidnapped by the Rey- 
olutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia, or FARC. 

She was visibly emotional as 
she was greeted by the defense 
minister and chief peace nego- 
tiator. 

“I am extremely moved to be 
back in my land. ... I feel like 
I’ve been reborn, I am back to 
life,” Rojas said. But she added: 
“This is not a total happiness 
because many (hostages) 

| 

  page a 

CLARA ROJAS, a hostage freed by Colombian rebels that kidnapped 
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her six year ago, speaks upon her arrival to the military airport in Bogo- 
ta, Sunday, Jan. 13, 2008. Rojas gave birth to her son nearly four years 
ago and has not seen him since he was taken away by her captors at 
8 months old. At left is her mother Clara Gonzalez. 

remain and we are waiting for 
them.”The story of Emmanuel 
has transfixed Colombia since 
a Colombian journalist first 
reported in a 2006 expose book 
that the child was born to Rojas 
as the product of a relationship 
with one of her captors, report- 
edly a rank-and-file guerrilla 
named Rigo. 

Rojas, however, has not 
revealed much about 
Emmanuel’s father. She said 
she does not know whether he 
is aware of Emmanuel and 
heard during her captivity that 
he may have been killed. 

On Thursday the FARC 
handed over Rojas and another 
kidnapped politician, former 
congresswoman Consuelo Gon- 
zalez, to a Venezuelan-led del- 
egation which then moved the 

hostages to Caracas. The FARC 
holds nearly four-dozen high- 
profile captives including three 
U.S. defence contractors and 
French-Colombian politician 
Ingrid Betancourt, who was 
abducted alongside Rojas and 
remains with the rebels. 

Shortly before Rojas’ release, 
authorities discovered 
Emmanuel living in the foster 
home and guessed his identity 
based on what little was known 
about him, including that he had 
a fractured arm. DNA tests lat- 
er confirmed their suspicions. 

Rojas has worn a photo of 
her son around her neck since 
she was freed, and child psy- 
chologists showed the boy pic- 
tures of her before their meet- 
ing to try to ease the transition 
away from foster care. 

ing a protest from his doorway 
was shot in the chest. 

Police spokesman Eric 
Kiraithe denied the accusations, 
saying officers have “acted strict- 
ly within the laws of this coun- 

“In fact, some of the com- 
plaints we are receiving are from 
property owners that police 
failed to use all the powers under 
the laws to protect their proper- 
ty.” Human Rights Watch said 
a police source who was unwill- 
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TS) GLOBAL TILE IMPORTS LTD. 

  
ing to be identified told moni- 
tors: “Many of us are unhappy 
with what we are being asked to 
do. This ’shoot to kill’ policy is 
illegal, and it is not right. We 
have brothers and sisters, sons 
and daughters out there.” 

In a Nairobi slum on Sunday, 
the Red Cross handed out food 
to some of the 255,000 people 
forced from their homes in ethnic 
clashes. 

“They have lost everything, 
there is nowhere they can go,” 

NEW YEAR’S 

OPEN Hous 
Rita Pugh Estates 

Springfield Rd off Fox Hill 

Saturday, January 19th, 2008 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
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VIEW A FURNISHED AND LANDSCAPED HOME 

FREE FOOD AND DRINKS 
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y that belies the deep political and ethnic tensions 

Red Cross volunteer Jane Olago 
told AP Television News. “Some 
of them talk like they wish they 
were dead, they have lost hope in 
life.” 

Former U.N: Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan was expected 
Tuesday to take over mediation 
efforts. The British Foreign 
Office has said Annan will work 
with Graca Machel, the wife of 

Nobel laureate Nelson Mandela, 
and former Tanzanian President 
Benjamin Mkapa. 
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| @ By NEIL HARTNELL 
| Tribune Business Editor 

THE Ritz-Carlton Rose 
Island resort will cost “near 
$1 billion” to construct over 
a 10-year period, the hotel 
chain’s senior vice president 
for Florida and the Caribbean 

| told The Tribune yesterday, 
with the developers amend- 
ing the resort design to move 
away from a seven-storey 
structure. 

Ezzat Coutry, speaking 
after a breakfast hosted by 
Ritz-Carlton, said: “Rose 
Island alone will be near $1 
billion in the construction 
span. I just know that the 
Rose Island hotel, 300 slip 
marina_and all.other.compo- 
nents will cost quite a bit.   

  

“Tt’s a $1 billion project that 

$150-200m recurrent surplus 

JANUARY 
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needed to lower national debt 
@ By NEIL HARTNELL 

Tribune Business Editor 

he’ Government 
will need to gener- 
ate a consistent 
recurrent Budget 
surplus of between 

$150 million to $200 million to 
reduce the absolute level of its 
national debt, which was pushing 
close to $3 billion at the end of 
the 2007 third quarter. 

Zhivargo Laing, minister of 

oN 2 ee 

* Ritz-Carlton project 
to employ 500-600 
construction workers, 

and 600 full-time staff 
* Seven-storey hotel 

design being revised 

will continue on for 10 years. 
It should have quite a bit of 
impact on construction 
employment. The residual 
impact will be quite substan- 
tial.” 

Russell Miller, the Ritz- 
Carlton Rose Island’s general 
manager, said “approvals are 
all in place”, and the develop- 

See RESORT, 4B | 

Bahamas ‘wrong venue’ 
for Port share changes 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

THE Cayman Islands, not the 
Bahamas, is the proper place 
for the late Edward St George’s 
estate to apply for an order to 
amend the Grand Bahama Port 
Authority (GBPA) and Port 
Group Ltd share registers, the 
attorney representing ousted 
chairman Hannes Babak argued 
yesterday. 

In response to the application 
filed by the estate’s attorneys 
in relation to the share regis- 
ters, Andre Feldman told The 
Tribune that since Interconti- 
nental Diversified Corporation 
(IDC), the ultimate holding 
vehicle for both the GBPA and 
Port Group Ltd, was domiciled 
in the Cayman Islands, this was 
the appropriate country in 

which to seek court orders for 
the change. 

As revealed by The Tribune 
last week, the move appears to 
be an attempt by the St George 
estate to cut through the GBPA 
and Port Group Ltd ownership 
structure, which involves IDC 
and another Cayman-domiciled 
company, Fiduciary Manage- . 
ment Services (FMS), and 
define who the true beneficial 
owners are. 

It could also be seen as a 
move to bring the GBPA and 
Port Group Ltd ownership back 
into the Bahamas. While IDC is 
the holding company for both 
firms, the St George estate has 
alleged that its 50 per cent IDC 
stake is held in trust for it by 

See PORT, page 4B 
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state for finance, told The Tri- 
bune yesterday that such a recur- 
rent surplus was needed to cov- 
er the consistent capital budget 
deficit the Bahamas would incur 
in ensuring its considerable 
infrastructure needs were met. 

Yet achieving a $150-$200 mil- 
lion surplus on the recurrent 
Budget, which would mean that 
the Government earned more 
revenues than it spent on coy- 
ering fixed costs - such as salaries 
and rents - during its fiscal year, 
was not possible “in the fore- 
seeable future”. 

“It would be an ideal situa- 
tion to stop the growth of that 
debt,” Mr Laing said. [But] giv- 
en the fact that we do not have 
any significant earnings from the 
capital budget, we will always 
have a capital deficit given the 
infrastructure needs of our arch- 

  

ipelago. 
“We're talking about having a 

surplus on the recurrent account 
of $150-$200 million to con- 
tribute to a reduction in the lev- 
el of that debt. All things are 

possible, but not in the foresee- 
able future.” 

Mr Laing, though, did say the 
Government’s objective of a $25 
million recurrent surplus for 
2007-2008 would still be attained 
if a number of foreign direct 
investment projects got under- 
way “as they are expected to”. 

The recurrent surplus would 
need to cover the capital bud- 
get deficit and more if the Gov- 
ernment was to reduce that debt, 

Mr Laing implied. 
This indicates that the need 

for a private/public partnership 
on infrastructure projects, as sug- 
gested by KPMG partner Simon 
Townend at last week’s 
Bahamas Business Outlook 
Conference, is pressing. 

Mr Townend estimated that 
the Bahamas needed $2 billion 
in financing to cover the costs 

of its infrastructure needs, some 
$500 million being required ‘to 
upgrade the nation’s airports; 
$200 million for roads; $235 mil- 
lion for the proposed south-west 
port; and $500 million to update 
the nation’s schools. 

He noted that with a national 
debt to GDP ratio of 46.2 per 
cent, the Bahamas had “little to 
no capacity for more debt”. 

Such estimates indicate that 
the Bahamas is likely to incur 
ever-increasing capital budget 
deficits, given this nation’s capi- 
tal spending and infrastructure 
needs, well into the future. 

This, in turn, means there is 
little prospect of paying down 
that absolute level of national 
debt, which as at September 30, 

See DEBT, 5B 

Arawak Cay feasibility study needed before ‘port green light’ 

@ By NEIL HARTNELL 
Tribune Business Editor 

THE Government and private 
sector stakeholders should con- 
duct a feasibility study to deter- 
mine whether Arawak Cay is the 
best site for relocating . down- 
town Nassau’s shipping termi- 
nals to, the Nassau and Tourism 
and Development Board’s 
(NTDB) chairman said yester- 
day, adding that this was criti- 
cal “before a green light is giv- 
en”. 

Responding to Prime Minis- 
ter Hubert Ingraham’s address 
to the nation, in which he strong- 
ly hinted that the Government 
had moved away from relocating 
the Bay Street-based shipping 
facilities to anew purpose-built 
facility in southwestern New 
Providence, Charles Klonaris 
said Arawak Cay had been 
assessed as an alternative loca- 
tion under the former Christie 
administration. 

Mr Klonaris said Arawak Cay 
had received support previously, 
but the joint public/private sec- 
tor joint port taskforce that was 
appointed by the PLP govern- 

Plan ‘carbon copy’ of proposal pushed by Mosko, Bethel Estates 

ment felt the south-west port 
was a superior location for sev- 
eral reasons. 

Adding that no study had yet 
been done on its merits as a 
commercial shipping hub, Mr .- 
Klonaris told The Tribune: “We 
looked at Arawak Cay, because 
there was a lot of interest and a 
lot of people felt that was a suit- 
able location. 

“We felt that it was still too 
close to town, and questioned 
how the port will impact the traf- 
fic in that area. I think it is 
important a study is done to 
assess the traffic impact of the 
new terminals at Arawak Cay.” 

The NTDB chairman added 
that moving the commercial 
shipping facilities to Arawak 
Cay was “always an issue, espe- 
cially with Betty K” shipping 
agency. 

Although unable to recall the 
precise details, Mr Klonaris said 
practical problems with Arawak 
Cay as a port site had to do with 
“the manner in which they [Bet- 
ty K] take off their freight. There 

An RBC/ Fidelity Joint Venture 

are a lot of swells and tides there 
that are not conducive to 
offloading their freight.” 

In his Sunday night address to 
the nation, Mr Ingraham said: 
“While all are not agreed on the 
location of a new cargo termi- 
nal for New Providence, all 
interested parties, in both the 
public and private sector, agree 

that the revitalisation of the City 
of Nassau requires that we 
remove the storage of shipping 
containers from the heart of the 
City of Nassau. 
“Tam pleased to advise that 

by the end of this year, 2008, we 
will cause to be discontinued the 
storage of shipping containers 
and the movement of contain- 
ers along our city centre during 
day-light hours. 

“We will also give further con- 
sideration to the development 
of a container terminal at 
Arawak Cay and the provision 
of an inland container depot.” 

While backing the Govern- 
ment’s plans to prevent the 
movement of lorries and the 16- 

wheeler container transporters 
in downtown Bay Street during 
daylight hours as a way to 
reduce traffic congestion and 
pollution, Mr Klonaris urged 
that a feasibility study on 
Arawak Cay be conducted, so 
the location’s merits could be 
compared to the south-west port 
and the study done on that by 
Ecorys. 

“Before they decide, they 
should do a feasibility study in 
terms of the cost, the long-term 
adequacy of the Arawak Cay 
location, and how it will be 
financed,” Mr Klonaris said. 

“I feel that until a proper 
study is done, I cannot make a 
comment. If they think Arawak 
Cay is a better location, show us 
the plan, the feasibility study, 
the cost, the traffic impact. Does 
it solve our long-term needs for 
the next 40 to 50 years? 

“These are some of the critical 
issues that should be determined 

See STUDY, 3B 
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Are we going to act on pension reform? 
JUST last week, two signifi- 

cant articles appeared in the 
Bahamian press regarding 
our existing pension regime 
(or more appropriately) our 
lack of a robust pension 
regime. John Pinder, presi- 
dent of the Bahamas Public 
Services Union, cited the 
need for implementing some 
sort of national pension 
regime to assist retirees in 
maintaining financial dignity 
when no longer gainfully 
employed. This was followed 
by comments made by Ray 
Winder, managing partner at 
Deloitte & Touche 
(Bahamas), who questioned 
the size and future implica- 
tions of the Government’s 
unfunded pension liabilities. 

Those comments resonated 
with me, as for many years 
now I have been arguing the 
need for the Bahamas to 
comprehensively examine its 
pension regime and move 
towards the enactment of 
pension legislation. Such leg- 
islation exists in some form in 
most countries around the 
world. 

It is widely accepted that a 
sustainable, long-term 
approach to pension funding 
should consist of three inter- 
connected pillars: Social 
Security (National Insurance 
Board), Pension Savings and 
Personal Savings. It is a well- 
known fact that the average 
National Insurance pension 
payment is under $300 per 
month. It is further known 
that less than 25 per cent of 
the Bahamian workforce is 
covered by a pension scheme. 

Finally, Bahamians are 
notorious for their inade- 
quate level or complete lack 
of savings. While countries 

are seeking to fortify the 
integrity of these pillars with- 
in their economies, supported 
by appropriate legislation, we 
in the Bahamas are seemingly 
doing nothing. 

Universal Problem 
Economic insecurity among 

the retired/elderly is a univer- 
sal problem, which can have 
far-reaching consequences if 
not addressed. The most 
obvious potential outcome is 
that the public finances may 
not be sustainable if too large 
a percentage of the national 
Budget has to be directed 
towards providing ‘social 
safety nets’. Countries are 

‘being forced to focus on man- 
aging the huge financial bur- 
den being placed upon their 
annual budgets to finance 
social security systems. 

Thus, efforts must be taken 
to ensure that future genera- 
tions are not only covered by 
private pension schemes and 
a greater level of long term 
personal savings, but that this 
represent a growing share of 
their total retirement 
incomes. 

The problems of defined 
benefit pension plans 
In years past, many firms 

created defined benefit pen- 
sion plans. These plans, which. 
were often non-contributory, 
provide a pre-determined 
monthly retirement benefit to 
an employee based on the 
employee's earnings history, 
years of service and age. The 
costs of these plans were gen- 
erally funded by employer 
contributions into a trust 
fund. 

As benefits rose, many 
companies did not maintain 

Financial 

Focus 

by Larry Gibson 

their level of contributions at 
the required level, which cre- 
ated a much larger problem. 
The problem being that many 
companies have defined ben- 
efit pension plans that are 
severely underfunded. 

An underfunded pension 
plan is one where the known 
liabilities (obligation to pay 
future pension benefits) are 
far greater than the assets 
that could be used to pay 
those obligations. 

Further, in all cases, those 
assets belonging to the pen- 
sion plan are not always sepa- 
rated completely from those 
of the operating company 
(employer). The problem of 
pension plan underfunding is 
not just limited to American 
companies. Recently, the 
press carried stories suggest- 
ing that the Bahamas 
Telecommunications Compa- 
ny (BTC) pension plan could 
be underfunded by as much 
as $100 million. However, 
notwithstanding this large 
deficit, on a relative basis 
BTC’s pension funding status 
may be ina far superior posi- 
tion to those of the other 
statutory corporations, a situ- 
ation which is most frighten- 
ing. 

  

Unfunded government pen- 
sion liability 

In the Bahamas we have 
absolutely no idea of the size 
of the unfunded pension lia- 
bility already accrued in 

oye. MS ae tect today 
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respect of the civil service and 
the government-owned public 
corporations. As if the fund- 
ing status of the pension plans 
of government corporations is 
not enough, it should be not- 
ed that the Government’s 
pension plan for its 20,000 
plus civil servants is com- 
pletely unfunded. What this 
means is that there are no 
assets set aside to cover these 
liabilities. 

In 2006, the US Govern- 
ment Accounting Standards 
Board, which sets the rules 
for the public sector, changed 
its regulations to require state 
and local governments to 
reveal their pension liabilities. 
The publication of those lia- 
bility numbers unleashed a 
storm of debate, leading to 
further calls for pension 
reform in the US. A Cato 
Institute study in 2004 
revealed that the size of the 
unfunded pension liabilities 
was more than 200 per cent of 
GDP in France and Italy, and 
more than 150 per cent in 
Germany, staggering num- 
bers to say the least. 

Unregulated Bahamian 
pensions 
The most recent study con- 

ducted by the Central Bank 
suggests that private pension 
fund assets in the Bahamas 
are fast approaching the $1 
billion mark. Looking at this 
another way, the size of these 
private pension funds repre- 
sents almost 20 per cent of 
GDP. When you add the val- 
ue of the National Insurance 
fund, which is slightly over $1 
billion in assets, these two 
sources of long-term pension 
savings now soar to 40 per 
cent of GDP. 

What is most incredible is 
that while industry partici- 
pants have called on-succes- 
sive governments to imple- 
ment pension legislation to, at 
a minimum, provide some 
regulatory oversight, nothing 
seems to have been done. We 
have a great social timebomb 
in the making, growing daily 
while our policymakers seem 
to lack the resolve to even 
remotely address it. Do we 
just ignore the situation and 
face the consequences later, 
on somebody else’s political 
watch, or do we plan for the 
inevitable? 

The intention of pension 
legislation is not only to regu- 
late pension funds, but also to 
encourage 
employers/employees to work 
together to provide a social 
safety net for the long-term 
benefit of workers, while 
relieving central government 
of this sole burden. Progres- 
sive governments have under- 
stood this and are doing 
it,Quo vadis Bahamas? 

NB: Larry R. Gibson, a 
Chartered Financial Analyst, 
is vice-president - pensions, 
Colonial Pensions Services 
(Bahamas), a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Colonial Group 
International, which owns 
Atlantic Medical Insurance 
and is a major shareholder of 
Security & General Insurance 
Company in the Bahamas. | 

The views expressed are 
those of the author and do 
not necessarily represent 
those of Colonial Group 
International or any of its 
subsidiary and/or affiliated 
companies. Please direct any 
questions or comments to 
bson@atlantichouse.com.bs 

Darron Cash 

appointed as 
bank’s chief 
financial 

officer 
FirstCaribbean Interna- 

tional Bank (Bahamas) has 
appointed Darron B. Cash 
as its chief financial officer. 

A Certified Public 
Accountant, Mr Cash 
brings 18 years of financial 
management experience 
and strong business leader- 
ship skills to the position. 

His responsibilities 
include advising First- 
Caribbean International 
Bank’s executives on the 
company’s financial perfor- 
mance, investor relations 
and developing and imple- 
menting strategies in line 
with the company’s finan- 
cial goals and objectives. 
Sharon Brown, First- 

Caribbean’s managing 
director, said: “Mr Cash’s 
wealth of knowledge and 
expertise is certainly an 
asset to the organisation, 
and we are very pleased to 
welcome him to the organ- 
isation and to our executive 
team.” 

Prior to joining First- 
Caribbean International 
Bank, Mr Cash was chief 
financial officer at Doctors 
Hospital. Earlier in his 
career, Mr Cash held man- 
agement positions at Ernst 
& Young and KPMG, both 
locally and abroad. 

A former Government 
senator, Mr Cash is the 
Bahamas Development 
bank’s chairman and direc- 
tor and honorary secretary 
to the Bahamas Chamber 
of Commerce. 
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Ministry of Tourism targets airlift increase 
@ By CARA BRENNEN-BETHEL 

Tribune Business Reporter 

THE Ministry of Tourism is in nego- 
tiations with a number of airlines to 
increase airlift to destinations through- 
out the Bahamas, with emphasis on 
establishing direct service between Nas- 
sau and Germany in 2008. 

Speaking at Caribbean Marketplace 

STUDY, from 1 

before the green light is given.” 
Other issues identified by Mr 

Klonaris included ownership of 
the potential Arawak Cay ter- 
minal, a question he said the 
Ecorys report had addressed. He 
also questioned whether con- 
struction would be financed by 
the port’s shareholders, a public 
offering, or capital markets ini- 
tiative such as a bond issue. 
Among the first questions that 

has to be resolved is whether 
Arawak Cay is a tourism desti- 
nation, via the Fish Fry, or if it is 
an industrial location, given the 
presence of the Bahamas Hot 
Mix plant, suitable for commer- 
cial shipping facilities. 

And a second question, at a 
time when the Government and 
Ministry of Tourism is looking to 
revitalise cruise tourism in Nas- 
sau, is whether an industrial port 
- the first sight that would greet 
cruise ship passengers as their 
vessels entered Nassau harbour 
- would be conducive to these 
goals. 

Mr Klonaris told The Tribune: 
“We felt that [Arawak Cay] was 
more suitable for a tourism, cul- 
tural, Bahamian centre, adding 
on to the Fish Fry concept - a 
mini-Disney, with the theme 
being a Bahamian cultural cen- 
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Hungry fora 
new business 
opportunity 
in Abaco? 

~~~-~Take advantage of Abaco's booming 
economy and easygoing lifestyle by 
investing in this popular family 
restaurant and bar adjacent to the 
main tourist strip in Marsh Harbour. 

Hummingbirds Restaurant & Bar has | 
been serving homestyle Bahamian- 
American food for over five years at 
Memorial Plaza on Queen Elizabeth Drive. 
Ideally located for both local and tourist 
clientele, Hummingbirds seats over 100 
customers and includes a well-fitted 
professional kitchen. 

This ongoing high-traffic business with 10 
employees is being put on the market by 
the current owner-operators who want to 

Serious inquiries only. 
Contact Jim Cates + 242-577-0577 
242-367-4022 or sjuliecates@batelnet.bs 

yesterday, tourism director-general Ver- 
nice Walkine said that while she could 
not confirm anything, the Ministry of 
Tourism was committed to expanding 
airlift, particulary in non-US markets, as 
the Bahamas moves to reduce the cost 
of a vacation in this nation. “We are 
looking at new airlift out of Germany 
and France, and additional lift out of 
parts of Canada and certain parts of 

the United States,” she said. 
Ms Walkine explained that while 

tourists numbers are growing from the 
Western US, market penetration in that 
area is hindered by the lack of non- 
stop airlift. “ In 2008, I think it’s fair to 
say that we expect to have a good num- 
ber of seats out of all the markets that 
are important to us coming into the all 
the islands of the country,” she said. 

Ms Walkine said a major reason for 
the west coast tourist increase were the 
marketing efforts of Atlantis, particu- 
larly now that its newly-expanded con- 
vention centre was complete. 

Ms Walkine added that the first two 
quarters of 2007 showed softening in 
tourist arrivals when compared to 2006, 
but said the numbers picked up in the 
final months of the year. 

She added that in 2007, UK tourist 
arrivals dropped as well due to the fact 
that Virgin Atlantic stopped its weekly 
service to Nassau. 

However, Ms Walkine said the Min- 
istry of Tourism certainly intended to 
redouble its efforts to reclaim the mar- 
ket share it had lost. The European 
market had responded well to the 
Bahamas, she added. 

    

tre.” : 
Such a concept was also envi- 

sioned for Arawak Cay by the 
2004 EDAW Master Plan for 
the city of Nassau’s redevelop- 
ment, and was why a planned 

reverse osmosis plant was relo- 
cated from that area to a new 
proposed site at Perpall Tract. 

Mr Ingraham’s address will 
have added fuel to increasing 
suspicions that the Government, 
which was always lukewarm at 
best to the proposed south-west 
port plan, has grown increasing- 
ly cold on it. 

And the plan outlined by the 
Prime Minister appears to be 
almost a carbon copy of the one 
pushed at a July 24 meeting, 
chaired by deputy prime minis- 
ter Brent Symonette, by John 
Bethel, of Bethel Estates, and 
Jimmy Mosko. Both are either 
shipping company landlords or 
have interests impacted by the 
container port relocation and 
downtown redevelopment. 

The meeting, held to discuss 
downtown Nassau’s problems 
with a host of private stake- 
holders, saw Mr Bethel present 
plans for the construction of an 
‘inland terminal’ on Gladstone 
Road. 

This was billed as relieving 75 
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per cent of the cargo traffic in 
downtown Nassau, as shipping 
containers could be bussed to 
Gladstone Road after the nor- 
mal business day ended, broken 
down and goods recovered by 
their recipients or shipped to 
their businesses. The inland ter- 
minal’s construction was esti- 
mated as lasting for one year. 

Mr Symonette said relocating 
the shipping facilities to south- 
west New Providence would 
take too long, and he invited Mr 
Mosko to outline a plan to move 
them to Arawak Cay. 

The meeting notes seen by 
The Tribune said: “Jimmy took 
the floor and circulated a map of 
Arawak Cay, and a table show- 
ing the cost for excavation and 
construction to achieve this tem- 
porary move. He talked about 
dredging into Arawak Cay and 
creating sufficient dock space to 
accommodate all our present 
shipping demands at the Nassau 
harbour.” 

This plan was opposed by 
Tropical Shipping’s Michael 
Maura, head of the former PLP 
government’s port taskforce, 
who questioned the port securi- 
ty implications of Arawak Cay. 

He added that 80'per cent of 
the downtown truck movements 
were caused by break bulk ship- 
ments, handled mostly at the 
John Alfred dock and the Betty 
K terminal. 

The concern now is that, fol- 
lowing Mr Ingraham’s address, 
the whole port relocation pro- 
ject may be perceived by some 
as being driven by key FNM 
supporters, leading to the whole 
downtown Nassau redevelop- 
ment becoming ‘politicised’. 

The opposition PLP has tried 
to do this already, alleging that 
Mr Symonette’s involvement 
and chairing of the meeting 
amounts a ‘conflict of interest’, 
given that his family estate acts 
as landlord for Seaboard 
Marine, another-shipping com-- 
pany. 

Mr Symonette has vehement- 
ly denied this. Yet the PLP 
returned to this line of attack 

yesterday, arguing, that the 
Prime Minister “must be con- 
demned for sanctioning the 
movement of the shipping port 
to Arawak Cay”, and claiming 

the FNM was beholden to the 
interests of its financial backers. 

Another factor that may be 
influencing the Government’s 
thinking is Mediterranean Ship- 
ping Company (MSC), the 
world’s second largest shipping 
company. 

Its vessels call on Nassau twice 

a week, docking at Arawak Cay, 
and The Tribune understands 
that the company last year made 
an offer to Dion Foulkes, minis- 
ter responsible for maritime 
affairs, to finance construction 
of a shipping port at that site. 
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* Sound knowledge of training needs analysis techniques. 

* Demonstrated knowledge of design, development and evaluation of training 
programmes. 

- Comprehensive knowledge of employment law. 

* Excellent organizational skills. 

* High Level of accuracy, integrity and confidentiality. 

* Three (3) years experience in a Human Resources environment. 

Interested persons should provide copy(ies) of their degree(s) and transcript(s) to: 

The Human Resources Manager 
DA 5760 B 
C/O The Tribune 
P.O. Box N-3207 

Deadline: Friday, January 25, 2008.   
CFA Society of The Bahamas 
  

2007/2008 Officers & Directors 

President 

Kristina M. Fox, CFA 

CIT Holdings Ltd 
PQ Box SS-19140, Nassau, Bahamas 
Ph: (242) 363 1S01 Fax: (242) 363 1502 

Email: kf@cit.co.uk 

Vice-President 

David Ramirez, CFA 

Pictet Bank & Trust Ltd. 

PO Box N-4873, Nassau Bahamas 

MONTHLY SPEAKER LUNCHEON EVENT 

Ph: (242) 302 2217 Fax: (242) 327 6610 
Email:dramirez@pictet.com 

Treasurer 

Christopher Dorsett, CFA 
Citigroup Corporate & Investment Bank 

“PO Box N 8158, Nassau, Bahamas 

Ph: (242) 302 8668 Fax: (242) 302 8569 

Email: Christopher.a.dorsett@citigroup.com 

Secretary 
Sonia Beneby, CFA 

Scotia Trust 
PO Box N 3016, Nassau, Bahamas 
Ph: (242) $02 $700 Fax: (242) 326 0991 
Email: sonia beneby@scotiatrust.com 

Programming 
Karen Pinder, CFA 

Topic: “Beyond Behavioral Finance — the Neuroscience of 
Investment Behavior” 

Date: Friday, January 18" 2008 
t 

Time: 12:00 pm General Meeting 
12:30 pm Speaker ; 
Please arrive prompily! 

Location: British Colonial Hilton - 

Speaker: Dr. Helmut Henschel 

Senior Consultant for WestLB AG 
Wuppertal, Germany 

Cost: Members $25.00 Non-Members $35.00 
(if paying by cheque, please make cheque payable to: CFA 
Society of The Bahamas) 

Reservations: PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED - by Wednesday 
January 16" 2008 
Karen Pinder, CFA 

karen. pinder@efgbank.com 

*Prepayment required through one of the Board Members 

Presentation: Beyond Behavioral Finance — The Neuroscience of 
EFG Bank & Trust (Bahamas) Ltd, 
PO Box SS 6289, Nassau, Bahamas 

Ph: (242) $02 $400 Fax: (242) 502 5428 
Email: karen. pinder@efgbank com 

Education 

Pamela Musgrove, CFA 
Colina Financial Advisors, Ltd. 
PO Box CB 12407, Nassau, Bahamas 

Ph (242) 802 7008 Fax: (242) 356 3677 
Email: pmusgrove@cfal.com 

  

Warren Pastam, CFA 
Pictet Bank & Trust Ltd. 
PO Box N-4873, Nassau Bahamas 
Ph: (242) 302 2222 Fax: (242) 327 6614 
Email: w, pustam@botmail.com 

Membership 
Geneen Riviere 

Pearl Investment Management Limited 
PO Box N 4930, Nassau, Bahamas 
Ph: (242) 802 8022 Fax: (242) 502 8008 

arlwvestment. 

  

Mavaeement com 

Past President 

David Slatter, CFA 

KPMG 

PO Box N-123, Nassau, Bahamas 
Ph: (242) 393 2007 

Emath dslatter@kpme.com.bs 

LA 
INSTITUTE 

    2EVECORME 
UALIRIED ACTH Naty 

to investors. 

  
Speaker Biography: Dr. Henschel, longtime managing director of WestLB 
Research GmbH, now is a senior consultant for WestLB AG. From 2000 to 
2003, he was the founding president of the German CFA Society and 
currently serves as the board's liaison chair and as a President's Council 
Representative for the EMEA-West region. Dr. Henschel served on the 
investment committees of a number of investment funds, was a member of 
the board of INQUIRE (The Institute for Quantitative Investment Research, 
Europe), and served on the CFA Institute Global Council and Corporate 
Governance Task Force. He is the author of three books and numerous 
articles on economics and investment research, is a frequent speaker on 
methodology of investment research and current investment strategy, and is 
actively involved in the discussion of regulatory issues with the German and 
European regulatory authorities. Dr. Henschel studied economics, business 
administration, and political science at Freie Universitaet in Berlin and Knox 
College in Galesburg, IL, as well as in Paris and Bochum, Germany. He also 
served as a part-time lecturer at various universities. 

Investment Behavior: Modern financial theory postulates rational 
expectations and efficient markets. For almost 20 years now, behavioral 
finance has shown that the conduct of the players in the financial markets is 
by no means always rational. However, like behavioral psychology, it limits 
itself here to a descriptive approach: a stimulus is followed by a (frequently 
irrational) response, Behavioral research cannot know and does not wish to 
know what happens in between, within the black box that is our brain. The 
new imaging techniques used in brain research now allow thought and 
sensation processes to be tracked, opening up the way to the discovery of first 
causalities of behavior. From this devolve seven ideas that will be of interest 
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RESORT, from 1 

ers had been assured by the 
Government that everything 
was set to proceed. 

“It’s a $1 billion investment,” 
Mr Miller said. “Construction 
wise, we expect [to create] 
between 500-600 construction 
jobs, and once completed we 
are looking at 600 permanent, 
full-time jobs for the opera- 
tion.” 

The Ritz-Carlton Rose Island 
masterplan had been fully 
approved, while permitting to 
allow the developers to begin 
dredging for the marina was “in 
hand”. 

Mr Miller, who is also the 

Bahamas Hotel Association’s . 

(BHA) president, told The Tri-. 
bune: “Dredging is to begin 
very shortly.” Renovation of 
the Nassau Harbour Club, 

which will house thé project’s 
offices, and act as an embarka- 
tion point for construction 

workers, resort staff and, ulti- 

mately guests, is also being con- 
ducted. 

While the Heads of Agree- 
ment signed with the former 
Christie administration on Feb- 

ruary 13, 2006, allow the Ritz- 
Carlton Rose Island develop- 
ers to construct a hotel seven 
storeys high, Mr Miller said that 
design was now being revised. 

While the proposed design 
had generally been favourably 
received at planning charettes, 
where Bahamians were given 
an insight into the developer’s 
plans, some opposition had 
been voiced to the seven-storey 
plan. 

Mr Miller said that on reflec- 
tion, the developers had decid- 

ed that a seven-storey hotel was 
not appropriate for Rose Island 
and its setting, and accordingly 
revisions were being made. 

“That’s being reconsidered, 
and a new design is in develop- 
ment right now as we speak,” 
Mr Miller said, adding that the 

resort was due to open in 2010. 
He added that Ritz-Carlton, 

which is focusing on becoming a 
luxury lifestyle brand in the 
global hospitality industry, 
looked to establish resorts in 
environments that were 

“remote, very upscale destina- 
tions with beautiful beaches”. 

Rose Island had all these 
characteristics, he added, and 
was underdeveloped, but the 
project would look to preserve 
as much of the island’s existing 
environment as possible, and 
mitigate any impact from its 
presence and construction. 

“I cannot begin to tell you 
how excited I am about the 
Ritz-Carlton Rose Island pro- 
ject,” Mr Miller told attendees 

at the breakfast. 
Describing the island as “the 

most desirable private outpost 
left in the Bahamas”, he added 

that the resort would only be 
accessible by either boat from 
Nassau or helicopter. 

Mr Miller said it would 

become “the destination of 

choice” for affluent guests and 
residents of its home sites and 
condotel, as it would allow 
those “who put a premium on 

privacy” to still enjoy downtown 
Nassau and Paradise Island’s 
shops, restaurants, casino and 
golf courses. 

Such amenities, Mr. Miller 

said, were only a 15-20 minute 
boat ride away. 

Set on 230 acres, the Ritz- 
Carlton Rose Island will include 
estate homes, condominiums, a 
hotel, marina, marina village 
and condotel. The original 
Heads of Agreement allowed 
for a hotel of between 95 and 61 
rooms; 65 condo units between 
1,800-1,900 square feet in size; 

60 resort residences between 
2,200 and 2,400 square feet; 137 
resort estate homes. Of those 
estate homes, 69 will be con- 
structed by the developer, and 
68 either individually or jointly 
as agreed between the Rose 
Island Beach and Harbour Club 

and Ritz-Carlton. 
The Ritz-Carlton Rose 

Island’s developer, which will 
own a majority stake in the pro- 
ject, is the Miami-based Gen- 
com group, a hotel investment 
and development firm founded 
in 1987. 

It is headed by Karim Alib- 
hai, who also acquired the for- 

mer Holiday Inn resort on-Par- 
adise Island and the Nassau 
Palm on West Bay Street. Ritz- 
Carlton will be the hotel oper- 
ating and management partner 
for Rose Island, having linked 
up with Gencom on several oth- 
er projects. 

Meanwhile, Mr Coutry, who 
visited the Rose Island site on 
Sunday, said he was “amazed” 
every time he went there to see 
that the company and develop- 
er had acquired the site. 

Adding that Ritz-Carlton had 
been attracted to the Bahamas 
by its ability to attract high- 
spending US tourists over the 
last 40-50 years, Mr Coutry said 

THE TRIBUNE 

the hotel brand first entered this 
market two years ago when it 
took a 50 per cent stake in the 
Abaco Club at Winding Bay. 

Ritz-Carlton has been man- 
aging 15 cabanas and nine two- 
four bedroom cottages at the 
private members’ club, Prime 
Minister Hubert Ingraham hav- 
ing stayed there himself recent- 
y. 

Ritz-Carlton has now 
acquired 100 per cent of the 
Abaco Club, having purchased 
flamboyant UK entrepreneur 
Peter de Savary’s remaining 50 
per cent interest. It was Mr de 
Savary who founded and initi- 
ated the Abaco Club project. 

“We got into the project two 
years ago,” Mr Coutry said. “Mr 
de Savary has redirected his 
interests to Grenada. He’s real- 
ly focused on the project there, 
and we thought this was an 
opportunity to continue with 
the project as he envisioned. 
We’re happy to have Abaco in 
our control.” 

  

PORT, from 1 

FMS, acting as a nominee com- 
pany. The Supreme Court rul- 

ing backing that is being 
appealed by the Sir Jack Hay- 
ward family trusts, with FMS at 
the centre of the bitter 15- 
month ownership dispute. 

tT A 
2 FEMALE SALES ASSOCIATE 

We are a growing retail company, we are offering: 
Base Salary, Bonuses, Pension Plan, Training and lots of FUN! 

Id QUIREMEN TS - Must be Energetic, Out Going, 
Stable, Hard Working, Well Groomed, Honest and Reliable; 

between the ages of 17 - 25 years, but mature. 

Interested, then call for an interview 356-4514 

  

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

BOLIVIANA D T 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN as follows: 

(a) BOLIVIANA DE PETROLEOS INC. is in 

dissolution under the provisions of the International 

Business Companies Act 2000. 

The dissolution of the said company commenced 

on the 3rd January, 2007 when its the Articles of 

Dissolution were submitted to and registered by the 

Registrar General. 

The Liquidator of the said Company.is Sophie Barthe 

of 2, place de la Coupole, 92078; Paris, La | 

Defense, France. 

Dated the 3rd day of January, 2008. 

H & J Corporate Services Ltd. 

Registered Agent 

for the above-named Company 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS 

IN THE SUPREME COURT 

Common Law & Equity Division 

2006 

CLE/qui/o0941 

In response to the estate’s 
move, Mr Feldman said: “These 
companies are Cayman Island 
companies, and any attempt by 

a court in the Bahamas to inter- 
fere in the legal system of 
another jurisdiction is going to 
be very bad news for the 
Bahamas. 

“The only person that can 
change the share registers of 
these companies is the Regis- 
trar in the Cayman Islands. 

“If Mr Smith [the estate’s 
attorney] wants to change the 
share registers of IDC and 
FMS, he can go to the Cayman 
Islands. That’s the proper place 
for changing the registers of 
Cayman companies.” 

       

    

  

     
   

   

      

NEEDED URGENTLY 
AE a 

We are a growing retail company, we are offering: 
Base Salary, Bonuses, Pension Plan, Training and lots of FUN!!! 

REQUIREMENTS - Must be Energetic, Out Going, 
Stable, Hard Working, Well Groomed, Honest and Reliable; 

between the ages of 17 - 25 years, but mature. 

Interested, then call for an interview 35 (5 -45 i 
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Mr Smith previously told The 
Tribune that the application to 
alter the share registers had 
been prompted by alleged 
“obstruction” he and his clients 
had encountered when they 
attempted to have the 499 FMS 
shares registered in Mr St 
George’s name (almost half the 
company’s share capital) 
changed into the executors’ 
names. 

The executors are Lady Hen- 
rietta St George, her brother 
Lord Euston, and Freeport- 
based attorney Christopher Caf- 
ferata. 

There was also alleged inter- 
ference when they attempted 
to have the IDC shares regis- 

   

HIGGS & JOHNSON 

Counsel & Attorneys-at-Law 

invites applications for attorneys for our Abaco 

Office. 

Applicants must have a minimum of 3-5 years 

experience in Litigation and Real Estate & 

Development, demonstrate an ability to work 

independently and possess a thorough working 

knowledge and technical competence in the areas 

mentioned. (Applicants with experience in only 

one of the mentioned areas may also apply). 

Successful applicants can look forward to 

tered in FMS’s name changed 
to the names of the three execu- 
tors. The St George estate is 
alleging that the Hayward side 
effectively controls both the 
IDC and FMS Boards. 

Mr Smith said that “to cut 
through this morass of obfus- 
cation” regarding the GBPA 
and Port Group Ltd’s true ben- 
eficial ownership, “we are ask- 
ing the court to clarify its 
[August 30] order and rectify 
the GBPA and Port Group Ltd 
share register so that our 50 per 
cent stake in these companies 
is held directly by the estate, 
thus cutting out IDC and FMS. 

“With that, the situation will 
become a lot more politically 
palatable, in that once the 
shareholder registers are recti- 
fied, ownership of the GBPA 
and the Port Group of Compa- 
nies will be directly under reg- 
ulatory control by the Govern- 
ment, via exchange control and 
Investment Board legislation, 
thus preventing any of the 
shareholders selling IDC Cay- 
man shares without government 
approval.” 
Meanwhile, Mr Feldman 

expressed surprise that the St 
George estate was able to have 
applications such as the share 

register change heard rapidly 
by the courts, when his client, 
Mr Babak, had a number of 
applications and summonses 
outstanding, with dates waiting 
to be set for their hearing. 
Among these applications 

was the one by Mr Babak and 
Sir Jack to discharge the GBPA 
and Port Group,Ltd receivér- 

~ship, which was made’ in 
November 2006. 

Justice Neville Adderley will 
this week hear the application 
to discharge the receivership, 
plus the application to disqual- 
ify Mr Smith from acting in the 
case on alleged ‘conflict of inter- 
est’ grounds. 
Meanwhile, Senior Justice 

Anita Allen will hear arguments 
over the attempt to discharge 
the injunction preventing the 
Hayward family trusts from sell- 
ing their GBPA and Port 
Group Ltd stakes. 

In a separate matter, Justice 
Adderley is also set to rule on 
whether the Freeport Property 
Owners and Licensees Associ- 
ation has standing to bring its 
court action, and whether to 
proceed with hearing its appli- 
cation on the appointment of a 
public trustee to oversee the 
GBPA and Port Group Ltd. 

Eastern Road Family Seeks a Part-time 
P.AJ/Property Manager 

Job Description 

* General administrative duties including calendar 

management, travel coordination, expense 

reporting and securing various permits and 

approvals 

+ Must be flexible to handle miscellaneous 

projects 

+ Must have excellent IT skills, honest, absolutely 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF LEROY CAPRON conscientious and able to work on own initiative. 
+ Absolute confidentiality is required 

* Must have a minimum of 3 years experience as 

a personal/administrative assistant 

competitive remuneration and benefits. 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE QUIETING TITLES ACT, 1959 Apply in confidence to: 

- AND 

IN THE MATTER OF ALL THAT piece parcel or lot of land together 
comprising of 5,000 square feet of property more or less in the 
Nassau Village Subdivision on the Island of New Providence 
one of the Islands of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas being 
Lots 9 and 10 of Block 14 situate on the Western side of Lewis 
Street and about 100 Feet North of Northern Alexander Boulevard 
and having such positions shapes marks and boundaries as 
are shown on the plan filed herein and thereon coloured Pink. 

NOTICE 

The Petition of LEROY CAPRON of Nassau Village in the Southern 

District of the island of New Providence, one of the islands of the Commonwealth 

of the Bahamas of 

ALL THAT piece parcel or lot of land together 
5,000 square feet of property more or less in the Nassau Village 

Subdivision on the Island of New Providence one of the Islands of the 

Commonwealth of The Bahamas being Lots 9 and 10 of Block 14. 

The Petitioner LEROY CAPRON claims to be the owner of the fee 

simple estate in possession of the tract of land hereinbefore described free from 
encumbrances. 

And the Petitioner has made application to the Supreme Court of the 

aforementioned Commonwealth of The Bahamas under Section 3 of the 

Quieting Titles Act, 1959, in the above action, to have his title to the said tract of 

land investigated and the nature and extent thereof determined and declared in a 

Certificate of Title to be granted in accordance with the provisions of the said Act. 

Notice is hereby given that any person having a Dower or a right to Dower 

or an Adverse Claim or a claim not recognized in the Petition shall on or before 

the expiration of Thirty (30) days after the final publication of these presents 

file in the said Registry of the Supreme Court and serve on the Petitioner or 

the undersigned a Statement of his claim in the prescribed form verified by an 

Affidavit to be filed therewith. Failure of any such person to file and serve a 
Statement of his Claim on or before the expiration of Thirty (30) days after 

the final publication of these presents shall operate as a bar to such claims. 

Copies of the said plan may be inspected during normal working 

hours at the Registry of the Supreme Court, East Street North, Nassau, 

N.P. Bahamas and the Chambers of Messrs. Evans & Co., Samuel 

H. Evans House, Christie and Shirley Streets, Nassau, Bahamas 

DATED the 1ith day of January A.D., 2008. 

EVANS & CO. 

Chambers 

Samuel H. Evans House 

Shirley & Christie Streets 

Nassau, Bahamas 

Attorneys for the Petitioner   
comprising of 

Vacancy 

P. O. Box N-3247 
Nassau, Bahamas 

or via email at: gbastian@higgsjohnson.com 

  

Temfole Christian High choot 
"Teach Me, O Lond, Thy Way”...Psalm 119:33 

TEMPLE CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 

Entrance 

Examination 
2008-2009 

Temple Christian High School will hold its Entrance 

Examination on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 2008 

at the school on Shirley Street from 8:00a.m.-12 noon 

for students wishing to enter grades 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

Application forms are available at High School 

Office. The application fee is twenty dollats ($20.00). 

Application forms should be completed 

returned to the school by Friday, February 8th, 2008 

and 

For further information please call 

394-4481 or 394-4484   

Please send resume and contact details to 

easternrdfamily@yahoo.com before January 18, 

2008 

Only qualified Bahamians candidates need apply. 

Job Opportunity for a 

FINANCIAL 
CONTROLLER 
An established Bahamian Company is 

seeking a Financial Controller. 

Qualifications for the position are: 

Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent in 
Accounting or applied finance from 
an accredited and reputable university. 
Certified Public Account 
3-5 years Audit experience 
Proficiency in Accounting Software 
such as QuickBooks or Peachtree 
Experience in preparing IFRS 
compliant financial statements 
The individual will be responsible for 
directing the overall financial plans 
and accounting practices of the 
organization, 

Interested persons should 
send résumés to: 

P.O. Box CB-12707 

Nassau, The Bahamas  
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Airport parking fees to increase 
Move to bring rates into line with rival Caribbean airports and downtown 

Nassau, with airport firm saying $500,000 spent on parking upgrades 

THE Nassau Airport Devel- 
opment Company (NAD) yes- 

terday said new parking rates 
will come into effect at Lynden 
Pindling International Airport 
(LPIA) from February 1, 2008, 
in a move to bring them into line 
with rival Caribbean airports. 

Some $500,000 has been spent 
on upgrading LPIA’s parking 
over the past year. 
NAD said the hourly rate for 

both regular parking lots - 
domestic/international depar- 
tures and US departures - is set 
to increase from $1 to $3 after 

the first hour, with a $1 increase 
in the maximum daily rate from 
$8 to $9. 

. After one day, the same daily 
rate will apply for all subsequent 

days. Thus parking fees for one 
day and one hour will be $12, 

and for two day’s parking, the 
rate will be $18. A maximum 
weekly rate of $45 is also being 
introduced. 

Meanwhile, the parking rate 
of the overflow lot at LPIA will 
retain the $5 per day rate, and 
only be opened when both other 
lots are full. 

John Spinks, NAD’s vice- 
president of commercial devel- 
opment, said the last change in 
parking rates at LPIA occurred 
in 2002. The rates were below 

those charged at other 

Caribbean airports and in down- 
town Nassau, at locations such as 

the British Colonial Hilton. 
“Over the past year we've 

spent approximately $0.5 mil- 
lion improving parking facilities 
at the airport,” said Mr Spinks. 

“Within the last few months 

we’ve fixed the drainage and 
refurbished, paved and recon- 
figured the domestic/interna- 
tional parking lot. As a result, 

since April parking capacity in 
the domestic/international lot 

_has increased by close to 100 
spaces, along with improved cus- 

- tomer service. We’ve also sig- 
nificantly reduced illegal park- 
ing, improved security and intro- 
duced a new overflow lot with 

shuttle bus service to both the 
domestic/international and US 
terminals. The objective is to 
reduce chaos and increase con- 
venience for persons who use 

©) ROYAL FIDELITY MARKET WRAP 
The Bahamian Stock Market 

_ @ By Royal Fidelity Capital 
Markets 

IT was a relatively quiet week 
in the Bahamian stock market, 

with only 37,858 shares being 
traded. Ten of the 19 listed com- 

nies saw trading activity dur- 
ing the week, with three advanc- 

‘ing, two declining and five 

‘remaining unchanged. 
- Doctors Hospital Health Sys- 
“tems (DHS) led on volume with 
20,000 shares changing hands, 
‘accounting for 53 per cent of 
‘total shares traded. DHS's share 

‘price declined by $0.03 during 
‘the week to close out at $2.32. 

Cable Bahamas (CAB) led 
.the rally during the week, with 
its share price climbing by $0.20 

“on a volume of 1,475 shares to 

‘close the week out at a new 52- 

week high of $12.25. 
FamGuard Corporation 

(FAM) and Finance Corpora- 
tion of the Bahamas (FIN) also 
experienced new 52-week highs 
during the week, closing at $7.35 

and $13, respectively. 
On the down side, Common- 

wealth Bank (CBL) led the 
decliners, declining by $0.15 to 

‘ close at $8.35. 

COMPANY NEWS 

The Bahamas Property Fund 
(BPF) released results for its 
third quarter ended September 

.30, 2007. Net income for the 

quarter was $491,000, down 
slightly by $71,000 in comparison 
‘to the previous quarter. 

Quarter-over-quarter, total 

revenues of $1 million were up 
by $95,000, while total operat- 

ing expenses grew by $164,000 to 
$521,000. The increase in oper- 

ating expenses was due primari- 
ly to a significant increase in oth- 
er expenses, which totaled 

BISX. 
SYMBOL 
AML 
BAB 

PRICE 
$1.65 
$2.65 

BBL $0.85 
$9.61 
$11.80 

BOB 

$2.32 
$7.35 
$0.77 
$5.18 
$13.00 
$7.25 
$11.00 
$10.00 

DIVIDEND/AGM NOTES: 

CLOSING CHANGE VOLUME YTD PRICE 
CHANGE 

-0.60% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
1.66% 
-0.95% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
2.58% 
-1.28% 
2.08% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.39% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 

3,740 
0 
500 

¢ BBL has declared a special dividend of $0.02 per share, with 

$0.01 payable on December 31, 2007, and $0.01 being payable 

on March 31, 2007, to all shareholders of record date Decem- 

ber 21, 2007. 
¢ BPF has declared dividends of $0.20 per share, payable-on 

January 18, 2008, to all shareholders of record date January 11, 
2008. 

¢ CIB has declared dividends of $0.25 per share, payable on 

January 7, 2008, to all shareholders of record date December 

28, 2007. 
e CWCB has declared dividends of $0.013 per share, payable 

on February 7, 2008, to all shareholders of record date January 

15, 2008. 

$248,000 compared to $92,000 

in the previous quarter. 
Year-over-year, BPF's net 

income was also down, with $1.7 

million being reported for the 
nine months ended September 

30, 2007, compared to $2 mil- 
lion for the same period in 2006. 
Total revenues of $2.9 million 

declined by $248,000, while total 

operating expenses of $1.2m 
increased by $100,000.       

   

         

        
    
          

        

    

    
    
    
        

       

     
      
    

      

time. 

at all times. 

Job Vacancy for 

Parking Lot Attendant 

e Responsible for administering the parking facilities of the company. 

ir : 

High School Diploma. 
Mature candidate between the ages 50-55 

Valid drivers licence. 
Good human relations skills. 
Minimum of three (3) years experience in similar or related capacity. 

' 
° 

© Maintain the orderly flow of traffic in and out of the parking facilities in 

accordance with the company’s policy. 

e Facilitate efficient parking of employees and visitors’ vehicles within the 

stipulations of the company’s policies and guidelines. 

e Oversee cleaning of the company’s fleet of vehicles. 

e Assist with parking and accommodation of company’s fleet of vehicles. 

e Maintain kiosk and Parking Lot facilities in a state of cleanliness consistent 

with the good image of the company. 

e Provide assistance with maintenance duties, as may be required from time to 

Note: The Parking Lot Attendant must conduct himself in a manner befitting a 

representative of the company and afford full courtesies to the general public 

Interested persons should provide copy(ies) of their qualifications to: 

The Human Resources Manager 
DA 5760A 

c/o The Tribune 

P.O. Box N-3207 
Nassau, Bahamas 

    

the airport. We’re also planning 
further improvements and addi- 
tional parking services that the 

‘ public will hear about as the 
months go by.” 
NAD is also, from February 1, 

2008, removing parking meters, 

DEBT, from page 1 

2007, stood at $2.987 billion. It 
rose by $98.3 million or 3.4 per 
cent during the 2007 third quar- 
ter, compared to an $81 million 
or 2.9 per cent increase during 
the prior year comparative. 

However, Mr Laing pointed 
out that the key issue for the 
Bahamas and its public finances 
was not the absolute level of 
national debt, but the country’s 
ability to service it and how the 
debt was accumulated in the first 
place. 

Currently, the Government 
and international credit rating 
agencies such as Moody’s 
believe there are no problems 

in the Bahamas’ ability to ser- 
vice its debt. 

Debt servicing costs, though, 
are critical, because if they 

increase, this reduces the 
amount of funding the Govern- 
ment has available for discre- 
tionary spending on areas such 
as education and health. 

Prime Minister Hubert Ingra- 
ham said in his 2007-2008 Bud- 
get presentation that a | per cent 
reduction in the ratio of nation- 
al debt to GDP was equivalent 
to $60 million, a 3 per cent 
reduction being equivalent to 
$180 million. 

A reduction of that magnitude 
would reduce interest costs by 

$13 million, assuming an interest 
rate of seven per cent, and free 

up $180 million for other pur- 
poses and reduce interest rate 
pressures. 

In addition, Mr Laing said that 
while incurring debt through 
borrowing to cover the Govern- 
ment’s fixed costs was “not a 
practical use of debt”, it was a 

    

   

      

     

    

    

    

  

         

      

prohibiting parking and waiting 
at the curbs, and introducing a 
new short-term parking lot to 
accommodate persons waiting 
for arriving passengers. There 
will be no tolerance for illegal 
parking. 

The short-term parking lot 
will have lower rates for the first 
two hours than the current 
meters, NAD said, but after this 
will grow to $2 for every 20 min- 
utes. The maximum daily park- 
ing fee for this lot will be $30. 

  

different matter if it was accu- 
mulated to finance infrastruc- 
ture projects such as roads, and 
other developments that 
improved this nation’s produc- 
tivity, international competi- 

tiveness and income. 
“As a general statement, we 

are certainly interested in con- 
trolling the growth of our debt, 
and that’s why we’ve committed 
to bringing that debt down to 
33-35 per cent of GDP,” Mr 
Laing said. 

“The GFS fiscal deficit reflects 
the extent to which that debt is 
growing. That’s why we are 
watching and targeting these 
indicators with a view to slowing 
the growth of our debt......... 

“It is always in our interest to 
ensure debt is not growing at an 
unmanageable level.” 

Mr Laing added that a “good 
virtue” for the Bahamas was that 
the majority of its national debt 
was held by domestic financial 
institutions such as the National 
Insurance Board (NIB), mean- 

ing that this nation would not 
be held at the mercy of foreign 
banks, lending institutions and 

capital markets. 
“Tt does put us in a position to 

utilise foreign borrowing at rea- 
sonable rates for these capital 
expenditures,” the minister 
added. 

“It also enhances our foreign 
reserves.” 

National debt and fiscal deficit 
hawks, though, are concerned. 
The Nassau Institute’s Rick 
Lowe said that he understood 
that in Bermuda, for every dollar 

of local currency printed, its 
monetary regulator had to have 
1.5 US$ in reserve. 

Urging that the Government 
act quickly to reduce the nation- 
al debt and attack the fiscal 
deficit, Mr Lowe said: “They just 
continue to go down the road of 
spending with abandon. It’s a 
slippery slope. They’ve got to be 
careful about how they throw 
money around.” 

To reduce government spend- 
ing and “trim the fat”, Mr Lowe 
urged the administration to pri- 
vatise public corporations such 
as Bahamasair, and farm out ser- 

vices such as garbage collection 
to the private sector. 

- 

WANTED COOKS 
For a famous Indian Resturant 

Must have 5yrs experience in Indian cooking with 

knowledge of Indian language and spices of North 

& South India 

Send resume to The Manager, 

P.O.Box CB-11539, Nassau. 

Fire trail Road 

Carmichael Road 

adult. Remember to 

closed-in shoes, long 

  

Come out and enjoy our wondrous Bahamian 

wetlands! Take a FREE* guided walk of Harrold 

and Wilson Ponds National Park, Firetrail Road. 

Saturday, January 19 
at 8:00 am 
For further information, please contact our 

head office at 393-1317. 

   
Tonique Darling- 

Williams 

Harrold and 

Wilson Ponds 

2 National Park 

      

Children 
must be 

accompanied by an 

wear comfortable, 

pants and bring a 
cool drink and 
binoculars
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JUDGE PARKER 
THE HYPROLOGY 
STUDY WAS TO SEE Hin CEE Te 

\ MAN'S GOT VIGIONI 

MAYBE... 
BUT HE'S 
ALGO A 

DECEPTIVE, 
UNGCRUPULOUS 

PIRATEL 

WITHOUT QUESTION, THIS NEVER CRITICIZE 
iS THE FINEST HNRCUT || A GUY WITH A RAZOR. 

1 T HONE EVER RECEINED. 

    

   

     

   

I ALWAYS 
INTENDED TO TO 
RETURN YOUR } EXPLAIN. 
CALL, BUT...     

  

I'M GLAD I RAN INTO You 
LAT THE HOSPITAL, TOMMIE. 

E> 
( VAS 

   
     “LET ME IKNOW WHEN ITS HALFTIME, 

AND I'LL SHOW YOU WHAT T BROKE.” 

    

  

   

  

BLONDIE 

[ST DON'T THINE PEOPLE HAVE 
ANY RESPECT FOR A PERSON'S 

PRIVACY THESE DAYS     
    The Magic of Card-Reading 

South dealer. South actually has a very good 

North-South vulnerable. chance to make the slam. West’s two-> 

ITS GOMBTHING | OVERHEARD THE | . 
EMPLOY@SS WHISPERING ABOUT 
AT THE WATER COOLER TODAY 

        

   

   
   

          

       
     
      

       

         

       

  

       

   
   

    

   
   
   

   
   
   

   

      
     

    

    

     
   
   

   
   

      

  

    

      

               
     

      
            

NORTH heart bid is highly significant and, 

Q98642 provides a road map to the winning } ~ 

VA83 line of play. | TUESDAY, 
72 Declarer ruffs the king-of-clubs. ]- ’ 

&QJ lead and plays the ace of trumps,, JAN 15 

WEST EAST both defenders following suit. Even ae 

$3 o7 at this early stage of the play, South i 

¥KQ1095 v4 knows a great deal about the distri- | AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 1 

0393 Q654 bution of the opponents’ hands. West, | Now that. things are stable on the 

PAKIS #10876432 obviously started with one spade and ff homefront, Aquarius, concentrate 

SOUTH five or six hearts for his overcall. "Jon what you’re going to do at 

@AKI105 This in turn means that East started ,| work. It just may be time to seek 

: : ¥I762 with one spade and either one or no § Out a ert ey 

ral IF THEY WERE TO AK 108 hearts. || PISCES - Feb ar 

ge aGee cee FIND OUT SHAT IM {: +— st is therefore sure to have 11 \f After a year of hard work, consider 

RIDE THING I've THEIR, INTELLECTUAL The bidding: or 12 minor-suit cards. The odds are } taking some time off for a much- 

GOT GOING HERE SUPERIOR | South West North East consequently overwhelming that he needed vacation, Pisces. You'll be 

oO = 1¢ 2” 4¢ Pass was dealt at least four diamonds. If ] glad you got a break. 

o~F “ oe ing lead — king of clubs Oe  dtae cance ee ea 
nung -: OL CMs: ccording!y, south ¢ i ; ut bad news you’ 

K of diamonds, ruffs the eight, plays. ui eny ie : 
ceive this week, Aries. It’s more ofa 

    

    

There are times when at first the ace of hearts and ruffs dummy’s 

glance a contmct seems impossible remaining club. With these prelimi- 

to meke. Whenever this situation naty steps having been completed, 

arises, declarer has an obligation to the stage is now set for the key play. 

double-check his initial assessment  Declarer leads the ten of dia- 
to determine whether there ia mmy monds and, instead of trumping it, 

division of the adverse cards that discards one of dummy’s heart los- |, 

might allow the contract to be made. ers. East wins the trick but is forced | 

The possibility might seam ae as i club, yes la Fide to 

extremely remote, but larer is in his hand while discarding Be 

" nevertheless duty-bound to assume it © dummy’s last heart. Geen: oe . oar 

. exists rather than give up witkout try- Declarer thus loses a diamond | ae ee to come, ‘Gemini. 

ing. trick he didn’t have to lose, but in | Re warn ane accommodating even 

Take this deal where South retum he loses no heart tricks at all. | though it’s an’ imposition. The visit 

appears to have two inescapable The exchange is the best type of bar- } 4.31) be a short one. 

heart losers at six spades. However, gain — two for the price of one! CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

‘LA positive attitude will help you 
tackle a project more easily than a 

negative one will, Cancer. Cast your 

doubts aside that you'll never get the 

job done and get to it. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 
Purting your trust in a family mem- 

ber’s hands will end with suprising 

jresults, Leo. You can’t avoid the sit- 

        with your plans. 

‘AURUS - Apr 21/May 21 
Advice you'll receive from a friend 

can’t be trusted, Taurus. This person 

is not qualified to speak about cer- 

tain topics, and especially not the 

one you have concems about. 
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WoWNYoU USURLIN SANE THE 
SINGLE-PARENT- WEAFON - OF 
MASS-DETRACTION FoR      

    

  

   

   

      

    
   

AN WART..? 
\REAN, UN, 

Ow... 
   

  

        

        

   

    

   

= =
 = Ae a
 

    

    

   

  

     

  

     

; 
2 3 ‘ uation, so there’s no point warrying 

Contury ee Z Be: about it in advance. 
HERE'S A BAGBY peers EES 7 a VIRGO -— Aug 24/Sept 22 

PICTURE OF ME WITH edition) BE i o This is a critical time at work, so be 

. 8a $ rs} on your best behavior, Virgo, or you 

STRIPE WHEN HE HOW many words of four vida Be ‘may be passed up for a promotion. 

WAS A PUPPY piss - = Se roare acl yen mAs > EE oo ‘Don t sabotage what you’ve worked 

In making a word, each letter geen aes eguelieae 
may be used once only. Each Ze oS LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 
must contain the centre letter ae 23a A move that you made a few months 

- and there must be at least one aan eae ‘ago is not panning out. Admit defeat 
    and cut your losses. Don*t worry, 

| friends and family will su you 
‘until you’re back on your feet. 

SCORPIO - Oct:24/Nov 22 
A promotion at work has resulted in 
more assignments on your plate. 
While yon snjoy the status, you 

    
nine-letter word. No plurals. . 
TODAY’S TARGET 
Good 17; very good 25; 
excellent 34 (or more). 
Solution tomorrow. 

    

    
     

      

   

      

   

      

   
   

  

   
   
   

      

    

    

     

  

   
   
   
   
   
   

       
   

    

   
   
   

  

         

  

   
   
   
   
   

  

: bts didn’t expect se many ¢xtta-respessi- 

| pHi ee | bilities. Speak up if you need kelp. - 
xeaoes sai : SAGITTARIUS — Nov 29/Dec 21 

ae . Several financial blunders left you in 
1 Downe tam fighting men, 2 — Isshe a bit extravagant wifh her Vole the red at the end of last year. Make 

___ familiarly (5) fancy hat? (6) : a resolution this time around to be 

6 — Aletter | possibly chat about (5) 3 The don't show their true feelings (6) more frugal with your purchases, or 

9 The present drift (7) 4 Just the girl to key us up! (3) - hive the same results will ensue. 

10 Sticky tapes maybe? (5) 5 Attracted to a redhead, in name, oe nate oe x Dec a 20 

" ike i A proposition has been m you, 
They occur in accidents usually (5) Dawn 6) . A colony of and you've accepted. Big changes are 

He hasn't any feelings to show! (7) } bees in store in the weeks to come, 12 Large numbers in the southwestern 

    
    

    

6 

7 Inparticular, it turns me up (4) Capricorn, so heng on tight and enjoy 

8 

_~ 

    
    

   

  

ranch (5) 

13 The restraint shown in the place in Has it sharp bows? (6) the bumpy ride. 

. question (7) 12 Because a music centre may 

15 Mot the off side of a vehicle generally be nice (5) CHESS Loh) Leonard Baider 

(3) 13 Very little to cater for? (5) - 
17 Could tame ones be a star turn? (4) 

18 Inhis company, Eric is not his usual 

self (6) 

19 Charlie, sold out by a nagging 

woman (5) 

20 He's on course to give assistance (6) | 

22 Only a short show of dissent, etc? (4)! 

14 Study of French (5) 

15 Like one’s best grade? (5) 

16 Character dramatically 

awaited (5) 

18 Like a show-jumping round with no 

obstacles? (5) / 

19 Number seen to include nine plus a 

8522 ‘an Smeets v Loek Van Wely, 
Staunton Memorial, Simpsons in 

the Strand 2007. Young Dutch talent 

Smeets hoped to score an upset 
victory over the Netherlands 

number one in this endgame. Every 

grandmaster, and many an 

amateur, knows the useful rule of 

thumb that two united passed 

b 
     

      
   

    

   
     

    
       

  

                 
        

          
           

      
   

    

   

  

      

      

     

              

      

   

   

        

    

    

      

   

  

24 Regard as being a bit hackneyed? (3) third of ten (7) i a ixth 

25 Sailor with his chum a good deal 21 AMad imate? ecree (5 pawns advanced to the sixth row 
eae g (7) ; adagascan primate : Extingush (5) Maps (6 will normally defeat a rook, even 

eep es, sir! (3-3) Va oe bey (”) Coach (5) without help fromthe kingor 
27 Figure a comptaint to be general (5) 22 Whena boy just has to sit around, uy N Story &I Lack Hh another piece. Here it loaks even 

28 Kept a watch on two boys? (5) stop it! (6) N 12 Polite (5) Spoken (4) ‘ better for Smeets, who fias one of “ys belek 

29 Households that i i 13 Part (7 Morose (6 his pawn pair already on the ; 

as he ; ee ee . au ole me o ee (6) ~ 15 Wager (3) Woo 5) seventh. White was happily e resource? The annual Hertfordshire 

when there's a nag in them (7) 25 Usually hard time during Oo. 17 Strays (4) Prophets (5) dreaming of sequences like Bxg5 b7 congress, staged next weekend at 

30 One flapping around in the Rhone dinner? (5) >. s ‘spac th dress (6) Sneaked (5) Rxa7 b8Q+ or Ke7 RaS Be3 b7 Rxa7_—_ Royston, is one of the premier London 

valley? (5) 26 Wrestling for money as well 2 20 eel (6) Petty officer (5) b8Q when Van Wely suddenly area events and has been popular for 

As Edicationally hohe atonte asloveidl _ 22. Silent (4) Turret (5) made his move. It was quite decades. For entry and other details, 

seni er ae . 24 Was seated (3) ae i (5) unexpected, but very good and the _ call Brian Judkins on 01462 641768. 

‘ose’s favourite drink (3) 25 Sailor (7) Artist Veaeie (6) only way to save half a point for 

26 Barren (5) Tiny (6) Black. Can you spot Black's drawing LEONARD BARDEN 

agic spirit (5) Sensitive 

28 Available money (5) Conceats i aa at Se a et —_ : 

. =x 7 . ae i il-temper (4) aa 

foe 5 cryptic solutions Yesterday's easy solutions 31 eos Amusement (3) ee eee ia ee ee : 

ROSS: 3, Spuds 8, All-ay 10, A-head 11, Gas 12, Angle 13, | ACROSS: 3, Stool 8, Baton 10, Power 11, Con 12, Sweat 3, (5) ee ee ra eee     Nightly 15, Lambs 18, Oat 19, Paris-H 21, Humerus 22. Broaden 15, Quail 18, To i L , Oat 19, , 2 i , Tom 19, Hustle 21, Matinee 22, Pea 
aaa, Thin 24, Keep fit 26, A-bus-Ed 29, K-I'd 31, Risen _| 23, Pass 24, Pansies 26, Amoral 29, Ill 31, Renal 32, 

, Birdman 34, Ant-on 35, Log 36, A-gate 37, Peter 38, Takings 34, Pagan 35, Cur 36, Habit 37, Cater 38, 

\ Chess: 8522: 1...Bb8! draws. If 2 axb8&Q¢+ Rxb8 3 RDS Ke? 

\ and Black's king comes actoss to win the b pawn. If 2 RaS         
        
              

Si eles Wakicantarbereeist Delta Ke7 when if 3 b7? Rxa7 4 Rxa? Bxa7 the bishop controls 

+1, Elgin 2, Wash-out 4, Pony 5, Da-l-las 6, Sh-ear 7, | DOWN: 1, Nacre 2, Sonatas 4, Town 5, Opaque 6, Lotus 7 the pawn's queening square and Black wins on material, 

Gee reese 14, Ta-M 16, M-G-ht. 17, Peril 9, Too 12, Seminal 14, Dot 16, Atlas 17, Lease 19, he Otherwise Black brings his king to the Q-side, arrives on * 

, Pump-kin 20, Elgar 21, Hum-us 23, Tiddler 24, Hessian 20, Spear 21, Mahon 23, Pelican 24, Palate 25, Ilk - ones White's king, and liquidates for a draw. 
ensa: 10.     Ken-nel 25, Fir 27, Bingo 28, Seats 30, P-age-s 32, Boob 27, Medal 28, Rapid 30, Agree 32, Tact 33 

33, MOT Nut re       Word ladder: BUSK, bunk, punk, pink, ping, king, SING, 
      ‘   
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Bahamian hotels at 

further disadvantage 
to cruise tourism 

THE cruise industry’s com- 
petitive advantage over the 
Bahamian hotel industry has 
been further extended by US 
president George W. Bush, 
who just after Christmas 
signed-off on delaying the 
Western Hemisphere Travel 
Initiative’s (WHTI) passport 
requirement for US land and 
sea travellers until June 2009. 

Addressing the opening of 
the Caribbean Hotel Associa- 
tion’s (CHA) Marketplace 
conference at the Atlantis 
resort, Prime Minister Hubert 
Ingraham acknowledged that 
the Bahamian tourism indus- 
try faced numerous competi- 
tive challenges, including that 
posed by the cruise ship 
industry. 

He said: “We are faced 
with the challenge of remain- 
ing competitive as a destina- 
tion of choice for the reduced 
number of US offshore trav- 
ellers who will no doubt, in 
2008, be focused on value for 
their shrinking dollars more 
than ever before. 

“There is also the reality 
that the cruise industry has 

PM Hubert Ingraham 

become a major competitor 
to land-based destination 
vacations. 

“And now the cruise indus- 
try has won an advantage 
over land-based resorts in our 
region because of the US 
passport requirement for its 
citizens returning home. 

Experienced Site Survey/Setting out 

Engineers needed: 

Must be fully proficient in: 

1. Survey techniques 

2.Setting-out 

3. Autocad 

4. Production of As-built drawings 
5.Microsoft Excel ’ 

6. Quantifying Surveys 

For highway Company Specializing in: 

1. Site clearance 

2. Earthworks 

3. Utility installation 

4. Paving 

Must be willing to travel to different islands as work demands for 

prolonged periods of time. 

Please send resume to: 

P.O. Box CB-10990 

Nassau, Bahamas   
LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANIES ACT 

(No.45 of 2000) » 

ESSEX SERVICES LIMITED 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 137 (8) 

of the International Business Companies Act, (No.45 of 2000), 

the Dissolution of ESSEX SERVICES LIMITED has been 

completed, a Certificate of Dissolution has been issued and the 

Company has therefore been struck off the Register. The date 

of completion of the dissolution was 4th day of January, 2008. 

ll. 
“os “Rena te 

LAQUIDATOR 

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANIES ACT 

(No.45 of 2000) 

MANNING SERVICES LIMITED 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 137 (8) 

of the International Business Companies Act, (No.45 of 2000), 

the Dissolutionof MANNING SERVICES LIMITED has been 

completed, a Certificate of Dissolution has been issued and the 

Company has therefore been struck off the Register. The date of 

completion of the dissolution was the 21stday December, 2007.   

  

“You will all be aware that 

on December 26, 2007, Presi- 

-dent George Bush signed off 
on a further delay of the pass- 
port requirement for land and 
sea travellers to June 2009, 

extending cruise tourism’s 
advantage over land-based 
vacations.” 

But rather than fight the 
trend, the Prime Minister said 
the Bahamas and wider 
Caribbean must harness the 
cruise industry, “come to 
terms with it”, and maximise 
its economic potential for 
their own benefit. 

With the key beneficiaries 
retailers, excursion and tour 
providers, Mr Ingraham ~ 
added: “Our response to 
cruise tourism’s growth must 
be to develop new and imagi- 
native ways to have cruise 
tourism complement our 
land-based resources, includ- 
ing renewed programmes to 
convert cruise vacationers to 
return as land-based guests. 

“This is especially impor- 
tant, since land-based opera- 
tors, with higher operating 
costs and with limited flexibil- 
ity to vary costs, are likely to 
remain at a disadvantage to 
cruise lines, which are able to 
offer near unbeatable all- 
inclusive, air, meals and 
entertainment vacations.” 

While there were signs that 
the downward trend in 
tourism arrivals to the 
Bahamas had been reversed 
during the final months of 
2007, the US economy’s woes, 
coupled with the emergence 
of alternative warm-weather 
destinations in the Middle ‘* 
East and the Pacific, had 

added further to the pressures 
on Bahamian tourism. 

Global warming was of fur- 
ther concern to the Bahamas, 
the Prime Minister said, “not 
only because of its impact 
upon weather patterns, and 
very particularly, on the 
strength and frequency of 
storms, but because the 

increased temperature of our 
waters causes coral bleaching 
that threatens the sustainabil- 
ity not only of healthy beach- 
es but of dive sites that dot 
our waters”. 

In a likely reference the 
controversy surrounding the 
Baker’s Bay Golf & Ocean 
Club on Great Guana Cay, 

Mr Ingraham said the Gov- 
ernment and all developers 
needed heed the concerns of 
small communities who 
feared planned mega-resorts 
would overwhelm them. 

He added that no develop- 
ment was likely to succeed 
without the support of the 
host community. “In this 
regard, my government is 
committed, in the considera- 
tion of large development 
projects, to make increased 
use of social and economic 
impact assessments so that we 
can achieve a desired balance 
between investors’ require- 
ments and those of the citi- 
zenry,” the Prime Minister 
said. 

“In furtherance of this 
objective, the Bahamas 
recently agreed to ratify the 
UN World Tourism Organi- 
sation Convention to estab- 
lish the Sustainable Tourism 
Zone of the Greater 
Caribbean.” 

Legal Notice 

NOTICE 

HEALING STREAMS INC. 

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with section 

138 (8) of the International Business Companies Act 

2000, the dissolution of HEALING STREAMS INC. has 

been completed; a Certificate of Dissolution has been is- 

sued and the Company has therefore been struck off the 

Register. 

ARGOSA CORP. INC. 
(Liquidator) 

Bs: 
Pricing Information As Of: 
Monday. 14 ae 2008 

52wk-Hi 
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   NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that LORENZO MARTINEZ of 

APT. #5, ST. ALBANS DRIVE, P.O. BOX N-8041, NASSAU, 

BAHAMAS, is applying to the Minister resposible for Nationality 

and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization as a citizen of 

The Bahamas, and that any person who knows any reason 

why registration/ naturalization should not be granted, should 

send a written and signed statement of the facts within twenty- 

eight days from the 15TH day of January, 2008 to the Minister 

responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, P.O.Box N- 7147, 

Nassau, Bahamas. 

ti Wels and MeNieeece ne Ho) ioe 
mele), pu in person ie resume; 

    

    

   

    
   

     

    
   
    

    

     

    

   
    

     

   
   
    

    

   

   

    
   

   

    

  

       

x UBS 
UBS (Bahamas) Lid. is one of the world's leading financial 

institutions in the Caribbean. We lock after wealthy private 
clients by providing them with comprehensive, value 

enhancing services. Our client advisors combine strong 
personal relationships with the resources that are available 
from across UBS, helping them provide a full range of 
wealth management services. 

In order to strengthen our IT team in Nassau, we are looking 
for the following position: 

IT Technical Analyst 
In this challenging position you will be responsible for: 

The planning, designing. installing and developing of new 
and existing computer systems. Hands on experience with 
network computing in the deplo, ad manageiuent 
of business critical sol'ticns, Production and BCP. You 
will be expected to be a self-starter. time oriented individual 
with good time management and Ve Ms 

as well as Good interpersonal ac Coun 
The successful candidate must be a team player. with the 
ability to travel and work with local and international team 
members. 

audlio SKULLS. 

Minimum Requirements 

At least 4 — 6 years experience in Server Infrastructure 
with troubleshooting experience in O/S, network, 

database technologies and server hardware in a medium 

to large scale environment. 

B.S. Information Systems, Computer Science or reiated 
field 
Strong analytical and problem solving skills with the 
willingness and capability of multi-tasking effectively. 
A background in the financial services industry (Retail 
and/or Private Banking) will be a plus. 
Advance knowledge in; 

¢ Operating Systems: Windows (2000, Server 
1003 and XP) and UNIX. 

¢ Network (TCP/IP, DHCP, DNS, WINS, Citrix) 
WAN (Circuits, routers, firewalls) 
LAN (Switches, structured cabling) and PBX 
The ability to support multiple jurisdictions in 
a BCP and daily business scenario. 

¢ Cisco Certified Network Associate desirable 
e Proficient in Data Centre management. 
¢ Certifications a plus (MCP, CCNA, MCSE, Server+) 

Written applications should be addressed to: 

BS (Bahamas) Ltd. 
Human Resources 

P.O. Box N-7757 

Nassau, Bahamas 

hrbahamas@ubs.com or 
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Healthy eating: an 
important aspect of 

a lifestyle change 
Did you happen to continue your exercises throughout the holidays? 

Or better yet, did you find yourself choosing the most healthy and 

well balanced meals during the Christmas? If you can answer yes 

to any one or even both questions, you can give yourself a pat on 

the back for truly having adopted a healthy lifestyle. For those who 

may have struggled with this, you will be motivated in this article 

to embrace the healthy lifestyles concept and make the health 

conscious decision to live a healthier life. A healthier lifestyle 

promotes health, the quality of life and the length of life. 

¢ Column prepared in collabora- 
tion with Ms Lathera Lotmore, a 
public health nutritionist in the 
Nutrition Unit, Department of Pub- 
lic Health, and Ms Michelle Davis, a 

member of staff from the Ministry of 
Health. 

ONE may ask, what is healthy 
eating? Healthy eating is the con- 
suming of a variety of nutrient 
dense foods and beverages to pro- 
mote health and maintain an opti- 
mum body weight. Healthy eating 
is not just a diet, but a lifestyle. 

A healthy diet is defined as one 
that includes a-variety of nutritious 
foods in sufficient proportions, eat- 
en in moderation to adequately 
nourish and sustain the body and its 
activities. 

Eating healthy is important. It is 
important because it prevents the 
body from developing chronic non 
communicable diseases such as dia- 
betes, hypertension, high choles- 
terol, strokes and heart disease. So 
in other words it helps us to be 
obtain optimal health. 

There are many guidelines per- 
sons can use to assist them in mak- 
ing healthier food choices. There 
is the Dietary Guidelines for the 
Bahamas which was released for 
public knowledge about five years 
ago. There are ten guidelines and 
these guidelines assist: persons in 

_ making healthier food choices for 
their daily meals. The ten guide- 
lines are: 

1. Use our drum to help you 
choose a variety of foods daily. 

2. Limit the amount of high fat 
and greasy foods you eat. 

3. Make starchy vegetables, peas 
and beans a part of your diet. 

4. Choose foods with less sugar 
and less salt. 

5. Choose a variety of fruits and 
vegetables everyday. 

6. Drink plenty of water every- 
day. 

7. It is advisable not to drink 
alcohol, but if you drink, do so in 

moderation. 
8. Make physical activity and 

exercise a part of your lifestyle. 
9. Choose foods for their nutri- 

tional value not for the 'name 
brand' or cost. 

10. Breast milk is the best choice 

for infants to start a healthy life. 

There are many ways foods can 
become unhealthy for us. The thing 
that makes some food not so 
healthy for us is what we call PIP. 
It's an acronym for Preparation, 
Ingredients and Portion. 

e Preparation - what you choose, 
what you purchase and how you 
prepare/cook it 

¢ Ingredients - what's in your 
food 

e Portion - how much you eat 

Did you know that some foods 
are healthier than others? For 
example, let us look at a versatile 
vegetable such as a potato. A baked 
potato is much healthier than 
French fries or even potato chips 
even though they all are potato. 
Therefore, the preparation of some 
foods determines how healthy they 
really are. 

Cooking methods such as bak- 
ing, boiling, broiling, grilling and 
roasting are all much better cook- 
ing methods than frying (whether 
it's deep or shallow frying). 
Cooking preparation methods 

‘also influence the nutritional value 
of foods. For example, over cook- 
ing vegetables can lead to a 
decrease in the nutrient content of 
the vegetable. 
What about drinking alcohol? 

Drinking provides calories which 
can add on the pounds believe it 
or not. Now when it comes to 
drinking alcohol, the Dietary 
Guideline for the Bahamas which 
we spoke about earlier addresses 
this question. It advises that we do 
NOT drink alcohol, but if you do 

drink, do so in moderation. Now 

the question here is... what is mod- 
eration? Moderation is one stan- 
dard drink for women and no more 
than one to two for men a day. (A 
standard drink is about 4-5 oz of 
wine or 12 oz of beer of regular 
strength or 4.5 oz of spirits or hard 
liquor). 

Persons with diabetes ought to 
be extremely careful when it comes 
to drinking alcohol. They should 
consult a dietitian or nutritionist so 
they can factor it into their meal 
plan. 

e How many meals should we 
have everyday? We should have at 
least three meals per day and in 
some instances snacks between 
meals. These are usually mid-morn- 
ing and mid-afternoon snacks that 
include a fruit/vegetable or very 
low calorie snack. 

¢ What about physical activity? 
In order to maintain a healthy 
weight it is recommended that you 
exercise four times per week for at 
least 30 minutes, and to lose weight, 
at least five times or more for at 
least 45 minutes. 

To lose weight and keep it off 
there must be a total lifestyle 
change. We have to?” 

¢ change the way we eat and 
drink 

e be more active 
e limit or stop drinking alcohol 
e kick the smoking habit 
e get sufficient rest 
e be temperate/moderate 
e get fresh air and sunshine 
e trust in God 

A healthy lifestyle involves more 

than just losing weight; it's having a 
healthy mind, body and soul and 
enjoying a good quality of life. 

You are worth it and 
you can do it! 
Ms Michelle Davis, a member of 

staff at the Ministry of Health, 
shared with us on last week's radio 
show how she determined within 
herself to lose the weight last year 
and she lost over 67 pounds. Her 
first step was to make that decision 
and then keep it. 

Next, she took a visit to one of 

the nutritionist at the Nutrition 
Unit in the Department of Public 
Health. She was given tips on 
healthy foods, snacks and meals 
and shown how to prepare well bal- 
anced meals. She also took a list of 
her favourite foods and sought 
advice on how best to substitute 
those that were not good for her 
with healthier alternatives. 

She committed to exercising at 
least five times per week. She 
admitted that it was very hard and 
she reminded herself constantly 
that the weight did not come on 
overnight and thus she should not 
expect to lose it overnight. She not- 
ed that her consistent efforts made 
her weight loss success possible. 
Many have adopted the motto of 
lose weight in 2008, you and you 
and you are invited to start this 
process by adopting healthier eat- 
ing habit. Healthy eating is an 
important aspect of a lifestyle 
change. 

e For more information on nutri- 
tion related matters, you can dial a 

nutritionist on our HOTLINE tele- 
phone 502-4833. Monday to Friday 
from 3pm to 5 pm. 

Nutrition, the year in review - 
What to expect in 2008 

e This information is provided by Adelma 
Roach, Camelta Barnes, Shandera Smith and 
Lathera Lotmore, nutritionists from the Nutrition 
Unit, Department of Public Health/Ministry of 
Health and Social Development. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! The Nutrition Unit 
extends best wishes for 2008 to our loyal readers 
and also those who are reading our weekly col- 
umn for the first time. While most agencies are 
reviewing 2007, and giving their “outlook” for 
2008, we in the Nutrition Unit of the Department 
of Public Health would also like our readers to be 
aware of some current nutrition topics that you 
would be hearing more about during 2008 and 
beyond. 

Trans Fat 
The first of these current affairs topics is Trans 

Fat. This hot topic was brought into public view 
when it was discovered that margarine was not 
as nutritious as was once believed. As more 
research is done in this area, it is being shown 
that trans fat negatively affects many conditions 
and systems in the body. 

For example, Did you know that the con- 
sumption of too much trans fat in your daily 
foods can negatively impact pregnancy? As a 
matter of fact, research is now showing that 
women who are trying to become pregnant may 
find that trans fat interferes with fertility. 

While the subject of trans fat will be discussed 
in detail in another article, a brief synopsis will 
be given here. 

A brief definition of trans fat is that it is a 
specific type of fat that is formed when oils that 
naturally exist in liquid form are made into sol- 
id fats like shortening or margarine through a 
manufacturing process called “hydrogenation”. 
That is why this type of trans fat is also called 
“industrially produced” trans fat. 

This statement then begs the question; is there 
another type of trans fat? The answer to this is 
yes. Trans fat can also be found in small amounts 
in some animal products where they are formed 
naturally. 

The problem with trans fat is that the manu- 
facturing industry has over the years used the 
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Live Healthy 

Got a nutrition question/concern? 

Dial a Nutritionist on our hotline 

Monday to Friday: Spm to 5pm 

industrially produced type fat in producing an 
abundance of foods that have become a large 
part of our every day diet. Products and foods 
such as vegetable shortening, hard margarine, 
fast foods, baked goods such as cookies, muffins, 
pastries, doughnuts etc, contain trans fat of the 
industrial type. 

Trans fat raises the “bad” cholesterol and 
lowers the “good” cholesterol, increasing your’ 
risk for heart disease. Herein lies the problem. 

Dark Chocolate 
The wonder of dark chocolate is anptliay hot 

topic. This “delicious bit” of information appears 
to have taken the public by storm. In fact you 
could say that “chocoholic” phenomenon is on 
the rebound. 

Research now reveals that chocolate plays an 
important role in lowering blood pressure. It 
must be noted, however, that dark chocolate, not 
white or milk chocolate, lowers the blood pres- 
sure. Further, the beneficial effect appears to be 
in older adults. Dark chocolate has a substance 
called “epicatechin” which is a member of a 
group of compounds called plant flavonoids. 
Flavoniod compounds keep cholesterol from 
gathering in blood vessels, reduces the risk of 
blood clots and slows down the immune 
response that leads to clogged arteries. Who 
ever thought that chocolate could be such a 
wonderful thing? 
You are probably thinking that here is a super 

food that I can really enjoy without worrying too 
much. Not quite. Even though chocolate is good 

for you, it does not give you licence to “pig out’ 
or go on a binge. Everything must be done in 
moderation. It is recommended that eating as lit- 
tle as 1.6-ounces of chocolate everyday is good 
for you. No need to eat a large chocolate bar to 
get the benefits. Remember, chocolate is high in 

fat and fat is higherin calories than any of the 
other nutrients. 

Omega-3 fatty acids and diabetes 
For some time there has been a medical 

debate as to whether or not omega-3 fatty acids 
are beneficial for diabetics; specifically, does 
omega-3 fatty acids have the ability to decrease 
lipoproteins? If omega-3 fatty acids did not 
decrease lipoproteins, but have the opposite 
affect, that is increases it, this in turn would 
increase already high blood glucose levels. This 
would be detrimental to diabetics. 
New studies show that omega-3 fatty acids 

lower lipoprotein levels without negatively 
affecting glucose levels. This means that omega- 
3 fatty acids is a significant nutrient that dia- 
betics must include in their diet to assist in con- 
trol of their blood sugar levels. Fish and cod 
liver oil with omega-3 are items that should be a 
part of the daily diet for diabetics. 

Dietary Guidelines 
During this year and every year hereafter, the 

nutrition unit will bring focus to one or more of 

the ten statements of the national dietary guide- 
lines for the Bahamas. This year the emphasis 
will be placed on #5 “Choose a variety of fruits 
and vegetables every day”. 
Through the “Five a Day” campaign, we will 

be encouraging you, the public, to include at 
least five servings of fruits and vegetables every- 
day. Fruits and vegetables are rich in many vit- 
amins and minerals and are important in pre- 
venting cancer and heart disease by controlling 
cholesterol levels, in the control of diabetes and 
hypertension and in the management and reduc- 
tion of weight, just to name a few. 

As you can see, 2008 is an exciting year for 
nutrition as the nutritionists assist you by pro- 
viding you with information that will help you 
with your overall health and well-being. 

THE TRIBUNE 

Reproduction 
in dogs 

@ By DR BASIL SANDS 

  

AS a veterinarian I am [ 
constantly asked by clients | 
to assist them with the 
breeding of their pets. 
Today we will discuss the B 
estrus cycle (heat), the #@ 
mating process, the preg- 
nancy and actual whelping 
of the puppies. These are | 
all intense, complicated [ 
subjects on their own, but 
we will try to simplify and 
incorporate them for easy 
reading. 

Reproduction is the biological mechanism 
that allows dogs to create puppies. Dogs 
become sexually mature and able to breed at 
various ages, depending on the individual ani- 
mal, health and breed. By four months of age, 
male dogs show interest in a sexually receptive 
female, but males typically are not able to 
breed until nine to ten months. Female dogs 
typically experience their first breeding cycle 
at about six months. Onset of sexual maturity 
varies between individuals as well as breeds. 
Large breeds of both sexes tend to matute 
more slowly than smaller breeds. 

Ideally, females should not be bred until 
their second heat, to allow them to fully 
mature first. The ideal breeding age of'a 

  

_ female is two to six years. Males are able to 
sire puppies throughout their life. The size of 
the litter depends on the mother: small breeds | 
usually produce one to four puppies and large 
breeds giving birth to a litter of eight to ten 
and sometimes more. Females are able to 
produce one or two litters a year. 

The estrus cycle is the period during which 
a female becomes sexually receptive to the 
male and breeding takes place. Nearly all dog 
breeds experience estrus about every six to 
seven months. Canine estrus, also called heat, 
is categorized by four distinct periods of time. 

° Pro estrus is the beginning and lasts about 
seven to nine days and is distinguished by 
swelling of the vulva and a dark, bloody dis- 
charge. 

e The estrus phase lasts for seven to nine 
days and is the stage where the female is 
receptive to the male, and ovulation (releasing 
of eggs) occurs. The vaginal discharge lightens 
to a faint pink colour. 

e Diestrus is the next stage and it begins at 
the end of the standing heat and lasts about 58 
days. Hormone levels increase in response to 
the body’s anticipation of developing pup- 
pies and birth. 

e Anestrus is the final stage and lasts about 
four and a half months, beginning with whelp- 

__ ing of puppies to the beginning of a new cycle. 

The breeding period is also announced with 
subtle behavioural signals. The female 
becomes more active or nervous during estrus. 
Her body gives off scented cues that males 
readily detect and it is a known that male 
dogs can be attracted from miles away. In 
fact, male dogs that are dominant breeds will 
mark their territory by leaving urine on trees, 

' tires, or wherever, to let other dogs know that 
they exist and will defend that territory from 
other dogs with raucous and often violent 
fights. 

Before breeding both the male and female 
dogs should be in good health. All dogs should 
receive any necessary medication, worming 
and vaccinations prior to pregnancy. This not 
only protects the health of the bitch, but also 
helps protect the puppies during development 
and for a period after birth. 

Mating by a male dog includes a great deal 
of exploratory sniffing of the anal region. 
Once the female is ready and interested, the 
bitch presents her rear quarters to the male 
and puts her tail to one side. The male 
mounts, clasping her with his forelegs while 
thrusting forward. Insertion of the penis takes 
place prior to erection following penetration; 
he treads with his rear legs as erection begins. 
His penis swells inside the female and the 
muscles in her vagina constrict tying the pair 
together. The male lifts one rear leg over his 
penis after dismounting, and turns around so 
the breeding pair stands tail to tail. This is 
called a coital tie. Usually fertilization occurs 
after this coital tie. 

The female may immediately initiate anoth- 
er breeding, or subsequent encounters may be 
delayed for several hours or even a day or 
more. It is also possible for a single litter to be 
fathered by more than one male. 

Pregnancy or gestation is the length of time 
between conception and birth and varies 
somewhat. The average is 63 to 65 days. The 
first signs of pregnancy are the dog’s nipple 
swelling and darkening from light to rosy pink 
at about 40 days into gestation. By the fourth 
week, I can detect individual puppies by pal- 
pating, or feeling the pregnant dog’s abdomen 
(which won’t noticeably swell about the fifth 
or sixth week of preennney): Some dogs may 
suffer morning sickness between the third 
and fourth week. Larger dogs that carry babies 
beneath their rib cage may not show at all. 

The health of the bitch and her newborn 
puppies require high quality nutrition, most 
pregnant dogs eat more during this time, but 
overfeeding and excessive weight gain should 
be avoided. The actual delivery of puppies is 
called whelping. Within a few days prior to 
birth, the breasts swell and further develop. 
The dog’s nesting behaviour becomes appar- 
ent about 12 to 24 hours before whelping. A 
whelping box is recommended for this stage of 
the reproduction. The dog’s rectal tempera- 
ture drops from normal (101.5 f) to about 98F 
about 12 hours before birth. The first stage of 

labour last 6-12 hours. During this time, she 

appears restless and may seek seclusion or 

look for an appropriate nest. Give her some 
privacy at this time. 

For further questions regarding the breed- 
ing of your pet, do consult with your veteri- 
narian. 

e Dr Basil Sands is a veterinarian at the 
Central Animal Hospital. Questions or com- 
ments should be directed to potcake59@hot- 
mail.com. Dr Sands can also be contacted at 
325-1288
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By XAN-XI BETHEL - 
pafbethel@hotmail.com 

FAILURE by the Bahamas Gov- 
of™mment and stakeholders in the coun- 

try’s health care industry to keep pace 
{ijvith rapid changes in the medical tech- 
ynology field could result in “cata- 
gstrophic” damage to this nation’s 
ohealth care system, rendering it crip- 
jaled in the fight to deliver quality, 
ebvorld class care to the people of the 
eBahamas, Dr Duane Sands, chief of 
asurgery at the Princess Margaret Hos- 
opital; said recently. 

Dr Sands said that it is this position, 
ithe Bahamas’ financial ability to main- 
Stain a level playing field in regard to 
technological advancements that are 
Ohappening on the world stage, that will 
Jprovide, by far, the biggest hurdle 
‘Sfaced by the country it looks to engage 
iin sustainable health care reform. 
© Dr Sands’ comments came as a part 
“*f his address on health care reform 
during the 17th Annual Bahamas Busi- 

anes Outlook held last week at the 
Sheraton Cable Beach Resort. 
8 Calling for a revival of the Coalition 
For Health Care Reform and that the 
pCOovernment do more than take anoth- 
8 r look at the question of a national 

ealth insurance scheme, but work to 
-fevamp and implement a programme 

n short order, Dr Sands noted that a 
ical care survey taken by the World 

ealth Organisation (WHO) in 2000, 
anked the Bahamas 94th out of a list 

of 191 countries. 
dvLooking: at other countries in the’” 
gfegion, Canada zanked 30th, the US 
ranked 37th and Barbados was ranked 
enumber 46 on the list. The level of 
9Peneral health was also assessed in the 

mburvey, with the Bahamas being ranked 
{ld 37th out of 191 countries. In contrast 
eto slate can be termed a dismal show- 
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ealth care in the Bahamas - 

e we ready for prime time? 
Dr Duane Sands speaks on health care reform 
ing, the Bahamas ranked 22nd for its 
capital expenditure on health care in 
2000. 

Dr Sands also noted that at birth, 
the life expectancy of males in the 
Bahamas and most of the region is 70, 
and the life expectancy for females is 
76 years. While these figures are not 
bad, he believes that the Bahamas is 
set on a trend for destruction. 

The de-centralization of 
the health care system 
Emphasizing the need to develop 

the health care system in the country’s 
Family Islands, Dr Sands said, “In 

health we have not achieved self-suf- 
ficiency despite the fact that we have a 
huge number of physicians, and the 

- Family Islands are basically consid- 
ered frontier where no Bahamian 
would dare to go to practice medi- 
cine.” 

He further pointed to the problems 
created by the concentration of med- 
ical services in downtown Nassau, say- 

ing that it limited the development of 
other medical communities, limited 
access to facilities by the wider popu- 
lace, and ultimately. hindered the 
potential growth of the health care 
industry in the Bahamas. 

Also of note, Dr Sands, a cardio- 
vascular surgeon, said, is that there is 
both a deficit and an overflow of physi- 
cians in the Bahamas primarily 
because of the isolated nature of the 
hospitals and private offices. 

Princess Margaret Hospital, the 
country’s primary health care facility, 
is now full to capacity and can no 
longer accommodate new physicians. 
However, physicians are needed in 

  

other places in the Bahamas, but 
because there are limited facilities out- 
side of Nassau to take on new doctors, 
many young Bahamian doctors are 
unable to find work while the popula- 
tion still pines for the services. 

“The development of health care in 
these environments can only happen if 
we are prepared to leave the concept 
of a Nassau-centric health care system 
and take some risk, assisted by a Gov- 
ernment that has the foresight to rec- 
ognize that we have to move out of 
this ‘Nassau Box’.” 

Dr Sands pointed to the following 
statistics: 

e Currently, there are 903 doctors 
registered to practice in the Bahamas. 

e Out of those, 419 doctors are in 
private practice while the rest are not 
entitled to private practice. 

e There are 134 Bahamian medical 
students studying at the University of 
the West Indies (UWI) and another 
100 more scattered from Cuba to the 
United States. 

Questioning how and where these 
students will work after graduation, 
Dr Sands said that unless something is 
done to expand the country’s health 
care system, these doctors might nev- 
er be able to practice medicine in the 
Bahamas. 

He said further, that the Bahamas 
_also has a nursing)crisis and that PMH, 
is currently understaffed by about 100 
RN’s. In order to alleviate the prob- 
lem, Dr Sands suggested that nurses be 
taken out of the civil service stratifica- 
tion and be elevated “artificially and 
arbitrarily above teacher, firemen etc.” 

He noted however, that this idea 

Living with 

    

would come up against much debate. 
Further impacting the number of 

Bahamian nurses, the American Med- 
ical Association predicts that by 2020 
there will be a deficit of 24,000 to 
100,000 physicians and over one mil- 
lion nurses in the United States alone. 
And based on this need, it is likely 
that Bahamian nurses would be 
recruited to work in the US, a trend 
that is already happening in the 
Caribbean. Jamaica and Trinidad have 
already experienced a massive loss in 
human resources, Dr Sands said, 
adding that some of these nurses have 
even been pulled into the Bahamas 
for work. 

Disease and its prevalence 
in the Bahamas 
Chronic non-communicable diseases, 

Dr Sands said, will cripple the econo- 
my of the Bahamas, and most other 
economies in the region, unless some- 
thing drastically different is done. 
“We’re going to have to take the bat- 
tle out of the hospital and into the 
communities,” he said. 

Ailments such as heart disease and 
diabetes are the most prominent killers 
of people in the Bahamas and the 
Caribbean region. And with about 70 
per cent of Bahamians reported as 
being overweight, he said that diets 
must be changed and exercise be made 
an. integral part. of, daidy-life: And }i::. , 
according to the WHO, there will be a 
300 per cent increase in the number 
of deaths from heart disease in the 
next 20 years. 

Said Dr Sands, “We have to find a 
Bahamian solution to a distinctly 
Bahamian problem.” 

S 
@3° THE Sir Victor Sassoon (Bahamas) 
“Heart Foundation is planning to kick off 
52008 with a spectacular start. 

The foundation said in a statement that 
“preparations for the upcoming 44th annu- 

al Heart Ball are “in full swing”. 
The ball, this year themed “Lighting the 

Candle to the Future”, will be held in the 
town Ball Room at Atlantis, Paradise 

_sland February 16. 
gc Lhe Heart Ball Committee, headed by 

o-chairs Portia Nottage and Lady But- 
re" promised guests a memorable evening 

of “good ‘ole fun with a hearty potion of 
efaughter and sumptuous dining”. 

“We have an exciting evening planned,” 
gpaid Mrs Nottage. “To put our guests in a 
gpartying mood we will have music provid- 
ded by Ed Brice Orchestra, the Royal 
dBahamas Defence Force Band and the 
-(Soulful Groovers.” 
m.. The ball will also feature decorations 
dby Kassimu Ellis of Designs by Kasam. 
« Acvhighlight of the evening will be the 
bsilent auction, which organisers say will 
efeature a wide array of “spectacular” items 

to bid on. 
ft “Of special mention and up for grabs 
Jéare a signed tennis racket donated by Mark 
4K nowles and a four night stay at the cov- 

ted Echo Valley Ranch in British Colum- 
@ibia, Canada. There will be numerous door 
Obnd raffle prizes available to guests of the 
“Heart Ball,” the statement said. 

The Lady Sassoon Golden Heart Award 
ill be presented at the ball to acknowl- 

“edge a special member of the community 
ho has made sacrifices to make the 

1 ahamas a better place. 
The Sir Victor Sassoon (Bahamas) 

Heart Foundation is a non-profit organi- 
sation whose primary, purpose is to assist 
children with heart disease. 

-, In an effort to achieve this goal two’ 
.fund-raisers are held, with the major fund- 
raiser being the Heart Ball. “Through the 

ggenerosity of private citizens and corporate 
.entities the foundation is able to give the 
gift of life to children in need,” said the 
statement. 
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Basal Cell 
Cancer 

treatment 

options 
@ By DR RICHELLE 
KNOWLES 

THERE 
are many 
effective 
treatments 
for this 
cancer, and 
for many 
patients 
each one is 
as good as 
the other. 
The choice 
of treatment however depends 
on the size, site, nature of the 
cancer and the physical condi- 
tion of the individual. 

Curettage and Cautery - 
This is suitable for small lesions 
less than one centimeter in 
diameter, and for superficial 
basal cell cancers. The cancer 
tissue is usually soft and fri- 
able and can be removed easi- 
ly when scraped with a curette. 
The surrounding tissue is then 
cauterised (using heat to 
destroy any remaining cancer 
cells) and scraped again. This is 
a very simple treatment option 
and can be done under local 
anaesthesia in the doctor's 
office. It heals in a few weeks 
and usually leaves no scars. 

Cryosurgery - This involves 
the. use of liquid nitrogen’ or 
nitrous oxide. The.nitrogen 
destroys the cancer cells by 
freezing them. This option is 
used for uncomplicated 
tumours. 
Chemotherapy - Creams 

containing anticancer drugs (5 
fluorouracil) can be used but 
only for superficial basal cell 
cancers. It is effective, but 
recurrences are common. 
Radiotherapy - Radiation 

may be used to treat cancers 
that would require difficult or 
extensive surgery. It is also a 
good option if you are elderly 
and unable to tolerate surgery, 
or if the lesion is too large or 
prior surgery has failed. 

Surgery - This involves cut- 
ting the cancer out of the skin 
(simple excision). The success 
of this operation however 
depends on adequate clearance 
which can be confirmed by a 
pathologist. 
Mohs Micrographic Surgery 

- This is a specialised proce- 
dure that involves removing 
the cancer one layer at a time. 
The surgeon examines each 
layer of tissue under a micro- 
scope as soon as it is removed 
and continues to remove tis- 
sue until microscopic analysis 
shows that all the cancer is 
gone. The goal of this proce- 
dure is complete removal of 
the cancer with minimal dam- 
age to nearby normal tissue. 

If a lot of tissue is removed, 
skin grafts or skin flaps ( pro- 
cedures that involve removing 
skin from another part of the 
body and using it to cover the 
surgical wound) or reconstruc- 
tive surgery (surgery to rebuild 
damaged structures) may be 
necessary to help the surgical 
wound heal and to improve the 
way the surgical site looks and 
functions. 

  

A diagnosis of cancer can be 
hard to cope with, even when 
the chance for cure is good. 
Do not hesitate to talk to your 
dermatologist about any ques- 
tions you may have. 
Educate yourself as this is 

one of the most important 
steps you can take. Knowing 
the facts will give you a sense 
of comfort and control and 
enable you to make informed 
decisions about your medical 
care. . 

e You can contact Dr 
Richelle Knowles at: 

The Renascence Institute 
Olde Town Sandyport 
Tel: 327-8718/9 
Or e-mail at 

arknowles1@hotmail.com
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Goals, dreams, 

purpose: H 
are you pre 
Proper preparation prevents 

poor performance. 
— Dan Millman 

ACHIEVEMENTS demand 
that you be prepared or at least 

have a plan of preparation. 
Many are stuck in the mode of 
“fitting to go”, when in actual- 
ity they are not even close to 

getting out of the gate due to 
lack of preparation. Just as 

poor performance is the result 

of inadequately preparing, 

exceptional performance is the 
product of proper preparation. 

Question - How well 

am I prepared? 

Real preparation travels 
beyond the mundane process . 

of a tick off list and calls for 
expansive, meaningful prepa- 

ration where you focus on visu- 
alizing yourself already suc- 
cessful. 
Wayne Dyer says, “see it 

from the end”. Successful per- 
formers are pros at honing this 

ability, and you must visually 
believe it before you can phys- 

ically see it; this may seem 
backwards because most 

accept that “seeing is believ- 
ing”. Yet, faith is said to be 

substance, which means it must 

already exist. Visualization 

calls for a sincere degree of 
faith. 

Faithfully speaking 

When it comes to our 

achievements we tend to dis- 
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coaching - 
A new 

perspective 

      

  

by Michelle M 
Miller, CC   

regard the role that faith plays. 

And although many may hold 

ingrained religious beliefs, 
when it comes to the subject 

of faith, very few possess an 
appreciation of its essence. 

As such, when life pays a 

personal courtesy call on their 

doorsteps, bringing about set- 
backs, most completely fall 

apart; either unable or unpre- 

pared to flex the muscle of 

their faith. As such their per- 

sonal effectiveness is handi- 

capped, believing that their 

personal power comes from 

another human being. It is this 
form of ‘dependent thinking’ 

that keeps most individuals dis- 

engaged and disconnected 
from their own potential, 
Nobody can give you faith. 

Created in the image and like- 
ness of the Master Creator, we 

are each carriers of inborn 

faith, hence, it is not that we 

necessarily lack faith, but 
rather we lack awareness of 
our faith. It is your personal 

responsibility to determine 
what faith means to, you, 

understanding that you cannot 

buy or borrow faith, you either 

have it or you don't (ie you are 
either aware of it or not). 
When it comes to your 

achievements, it is imperative 
that you develop a genuine 

awareness of faith big enough 
to produce the evidence of 
things that you hope for. 

Ask yourself big questions: 

lL. What does my prepara- 

tion entail? 
2. What is the value of my 

faith? 
3. How will I stay focused? 
4. What is my personal effec- 

tiveness? 

Why do you want it? 

Before any undertakings be 

Sante Fe Wins 
Safety Awards! 
SANTAFEGL 
SPECIAL PRICE $29,995 
Thoughtful design, clever storage areas and 

special touches make every experience in the 

ALL NEW Hyundai Santa Fe a joy to own. 

GL 4x4 seats 5 

clear of your intentions as it 
guides authentic pursuits. Too 
many are swept away by waves 

of greed and mindless materi- 
alism - trying to keep up with 

the Jones' is an empty drive 
which leaves goals, dreams and 

life purpose unfulfilled. 
Forget keeping up with the 

Jones’, last I heard they were 
broke, ducking everyone they 

owe. Expending time and 

money to get something just 

because other people have it 

is really pointless, especially 

when you recognise that you 

don't know how or even why 
they got it. 

Authentic living is not about 
phony pursuits, it is about your 

sincere intention to experience 

the life that you were born to 

live. 

A simple approach: 

a) Identify your objectives 
and your why 

b) Write them down 
c) Figure out where you are 

now 
d) Pinpoint your first step 
e) Find a purpose driven 

programme to help you to stick 

and stay 

Final thoughts... 

“Achievement flows from 

clear intent and focused effort 

over time. In order to achieve 
we have to start where we are, 

find out what we need, have a 

plan and follow it through, per- 

sisting through difficulties until 

we reach our goal.” 
— Dan Millman 
Remember, proper prepara- 

tion is built from the ground 
up. It is a step-by-step process 
designed to take you to your 
desired destiny. : 

Find the personal power to 
broaden your vision and allow 

your life to happen. 
e Please sign up to receive 

my weekly Ezine 
“Coach ME Forward” 
Send e-mail to 

coach4ward@yahoo.com 
Questions/Comments are 

welcome 
Website: www.keep-moving- 

forward.com 
E = m a-i lo: 

coach4ward@yahoo.com or 
mail to: 
PO Box CB-13060 
Nassau, Bahamas 
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ow well Games 
pared? People 

Play 
@ By YVETTE BETHEL 

HAVE you ever had an 
experience where you com- 
municated a crisis to a man- 
ager and you were asked to 

document your concerns? 
Or have you ever witnessed 

a client who verbally com- 
municates a complaint to an 

employee and they were 
asked to put their grievance 

in writing so action could be 
taken? 

While it is understand- 
able that a paper trail is 
useful and usually neces- 

sary, a decision to wait to 

respond to a potentially 

volatile or inappropriate sit- 

uation can be frustrating to 
the persons in the midst of 

the circumstances for a 

number of reasons: 

e The crisis may require 
an immediate response in 
order for corrective action 

to be effective. 
e The person being asked 

to document the circum- 
stances may not want to put 
a complaint in writing to 
avoid the perceived nega- 
tive ramifications of record- 

ing a complaint or they may 

not be able to articulate the 
circumstances adequately in 

writing. This may lead to 
inaction. 

e If a client or employee 
is being asked to put a con- 
cern in writing they may see 

this as a stalling tactic and 
this could lead to another 

escalation. 

Leaders who delay results’ 

by asking for a written 
account of a situation some- 

times don't seem to per- 

ceive the value of taking 
immediate steps to address 

critical issues that, if appro- 

priately managed in a time- 

ly manner, will sustain 
acceptable levels of 
employee or customer satis- 

faction. 
Leaders who use the "Put 

it in Writing" delay tactic 
can be perceived as: 

e Incapable of thinking 

  

Yvette Bethel 

on their feet and resolving 
problems. 

e Unable to make deci- 
sions. (This incapacity may 
be due to incompetence. It 

may also be due to a very 

controlling boss who refus- 
es to stray away from the 
procedures or one who 
insists on making all the 
decisions) — 

e Incapable of dealing 
with highly charged (emo- 
tional) situations. (Fear 
based inaction.) 

e Lazy or inappropriately 
distracted by perceived, 
competing priorities. 

¢ Unable to comprehend 
the consequences of 
delayed action. 

¢ Blowing off the person 
communicating the con- 
cern. (Especially if they put 
the same situation in writ- 
ing before and nothing was 
done.) 

Effective team leaders 
are perceived as empow- 
ered, responsive and skilled 
at handling difficult situa- 
tions and difficult people. 
They are results oriented 
and possess developed com- 
munication habits. Effective 
leaders also demonstrate 
empathy and they skillfully 

use their listening skills to 
diffuse an emotional 
exchange. Sometimes effec- 

tive leaders lobby for policy 

changes that reduce 

bureaucracy within the 
organisation but this may or 

may not be doable or opti- 
mal. 

Other leaders are cre- 

ative at working within the 

ambit of the policies, ensur- 
ing that the bureaucratic 
"i's" are dotted and "t's" 

are crossed while finding 
creative ways to satisfy 
requirements. For instance, 
they can prepare a written 

report after the situation 
occurs or they can have the 

client or employee send in 

their respective reports 

after the fact. While it is 

sometimes appropriate to 

put things in writing before 

action is taken, managers 
can assess the situation and 

determine when not to wait 

based on their ability to see 
the bigger picture and their 
understanding of the risks 

driver’s airbag 
keyless alarm 
radio; CD player 
power windows, 

locks & mirrors 

of repeated inaction or 
delayed response. 

So, while putting it in 
writing is sometimes neces- 
sary before an action is tak- 

en, for legal or other rea- 

sons, sometimes it makes 

sense to act and then put it 

in writing. Weigh the pros 
< u 

A favourite of the Bahamas for many yea ws! eta a wakeni op ti 

eo WEN . mal choice. 

FLOUR 
"SR it's OKAY! 

° A premium flour that is milled from Canadian : 

Hard Red Spring Wheat 

e An enriched flour that is versatile and well suited 

to various baking and cooking applications 

2.7 litre, V6 engine 

automatic transmission 

anti-lock brakes 

alloy wheels 
On-the-spot financing 

with Commonwealth Bank 

Price includes rustproofing, licensing and inspection to birthday, full tank of fuel, 

24,000 miles/24 months warranty and emergency roadside assistance. 

QUA LIT auto 
LIMITED 

____ #1 AUTO DEALER IN THE BAHAMAS S 
EAST. SHIRLEY STREET * 322-3775 ° 325-3079 _ 

Visit our showroom at Quality Auto Sales (Freeport) Ltd for similar deals, Queens Hwy, 352-6122, 

or Abaco Motor Mall, Don MacKay Blvd, 367-2916 
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e Yvette Bethel is the pres- | 

ident of Organizational 

Soul. She can be contacted 

by telephone at 242.424.7166 

or fax - 242.324.1631 or 

write to her at PO Box N- 

511, Nassau, Bahamas. 

Interested persons can also 
check out her website at: 

www.orgsoul.com. 
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fruition and Januai TOMATOES are notoriously the last of the veggies to come to S usually the tine that the first samplers § sowing begin to ripen. 

6 

untroubled 
e are now mid- 
way through 
the vegetable 
growing season 
and should 

either be eating the fruits of our 
labour or getting mighty close to 
harvest time. Tomatoes are noto- 
riously the last of the veggies to 
come to fruition and January is 
usually the time that the first sam- 
plers of an early October sowing 
begin to ripen. 

If you are going to get tomato 
problems, it will be in the new 
year. Tomatoes tend to grow 
untroubled until fruiting time. A 
wholesale wilting of the plants 
indicates root nematode prob- 
lems. Check by pulling a plant up 
and examining the roots. Swollen 
nodules confirm nematodes. All 
you can do is pull up your plants 
and destroy them. Plant your new 
tomatoes in a completely different 
area. 

If you pull up a healthy plant 
because it has finished bearing, 
you can plant a replacement vine 
in the same spot so long as you re- 
condition and fertilize the area. 
Nematodes will not affect plants 
in the first year of their being 
grown in a certain area. Next year 
make sure you do not grow toma- 
toes, bell or hot peppers, egg- 
plants or potatoes in that area. 

Less drastic, but still annoying, 
is blossom end rot. It is of little 
comfort to know that it is your 
fault that your tomatoes are 
stricken. One cause of blossom 
end rot is lack of calcium, highly 
unlikely in our local soil. The 
main cause is uneven watering. If 
your plants are allowed to dry out 
and then are watered and recover, 
the surge within the fruit causes 

  

by Jack Hardy 

  

“Tf you are 
going to get 

tomato problems, 
it will be in the 
new year...” 

— Jack Hardy 

the skin at the blossom end to 
grow very thin and susceptible to 
disease. The solution is regular 
watering and not allowing the 
plants to wilt. 

It is at fruit ripening time that 
the giant tomato hornworm 
makes its appearance. This is the 
caterpillar of the sphinx moth, the 
moth that flaps its wings so fast it 
is like a miniature hummingbird. 
The giant tomato hornworm is 4 — 
5 inches long and usually a garish 
green, though I have seen one 
that was a yucky yellow. It is dis- 
tinguished by a wicked looking, 
but harmless, horn towards its tail 
end. 

The appetite of the giant toma- 
to hornworm is voracious. It can 
eat the leaves and most of the 
fruit of a mature tomato vine for 
breakfast. Indeed, it is usually 
stripped limbs that bring the horn- 
worm to your attention. Once you 

    

find it, pick it off and stomp on it. 
Then look to make sure it has not 
been working in tandem. 
Then there are birds. These will 

enjoy both your ripe tomatoes 
and your peppers if you allow 
them. Deny them your tomatoes 
by picking them as soon as the 
first blush appears. Tomatoes 
ripen nicely off the vine. I find 
that for hot peppers the best 
deterrent is a rubber snake. To 
buy one of these you will probably 
have to go into a store that you 
have never ever before dreamed 
of patronising. 

After you purchase your rubber 
snakes, hide them close to your 
pepper plants. Hide them? Yes, 
birds will soon figure your snake 
is a fake if it plainly just sits there 
in full view. Hide it well with just 
a portion of its head revealed, if 
that. Birds have excellent eye- 
sight. They will see your surrepti- 
tious reptiles and be persuaded to 
give your peppers a wide berth. 

In northern countries with a 
short growing season it is the 
practice to remove some of the 
tomato fruit trusses that grow in 
the apex between the main stem 
and the branches. There is no 
need for this in The Bahamas as 
our growing season is very long. 
Tomatoes come in two types, 

determinate and indeterminate. 
Determinate tomato vines pro- 
duce as much fruit as they are 
designed to produce and then die. 
Indeterminate vines keep growing 
and keep producing. The size and 
quality of the fruit diminishes, 
however, and you will have to 
decide at some time to pull up 
your vines even though they have 
young tomatoes on them. 

e j.hardy@coralwave.com 
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‘Women need to be real power 
brokers and decision makers... 
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Attorney claims women in parliament are ‘window dressing’ 
@ By YOLANDA DELEVEAUX 

~ Tribune Features Editor 
ybdeleveaux@tribunemedia.net 

ith the country still 
coming to grips 
with one of the 
closest elections 
ever marked in the 

Bahamas, the recent upheavals 
endured by the Opposition party, and 
members of Parliament being hit by 
scandal after scandal, it might be time 
to take a look at the involvement of 
women in the political process and 
what we can do now to change the 
course of history to the advantage of 
ourselves, our daughters and our 
granddaughters. 

In terms of sheer numbers, the fair- 
er sex, since gaining the right to vote 
in 1962, has always outnumbered the 
men in terms of registered voters, and 
with the weight of the popular vote 
leaning in our favour, this might be 
the time to think about how women 
can leverage that advantage to see 
more women seated in the House of 
Assembly and in real positions of 
power within each party, all in an 
effort to raise the standard of living 
for women and children, to see their 
economic position secured and to 
bring about the social, legal, educa- 
tional and economic advancements 
that have long been promised by both 
parties, but never brought to fruition. 

Having celebrated in 2007 the 45th 
year of the Women’s Suffrage Move- 
ment in the Bahamas, it is time to 
examine what the next great frontier 
will be for Bahamian women as they 
look to gain equality, to access the 
full breadth of their civil rights, and to 
acquire the benefits of "full citizen- 
ship" in the Bahamas. 

Attorney, social activist, author, 
poet Marion Bethel said that in terms 
of political powe: \vomen need to 
look at being in av :nentic and real 
positions of decision making instead 
of the token positions that their male 
counterparts have allowed them to 
access. “Looking at parliament and 
Government, women need to be real 
power brokers and decision makers 
and not just window dressing. Men 
are still the decision makers in this 
country, they still exercise an inordi- 
nate amount of power relative to 
women in any area of society - gov- 
ernment, industry, enterprise. Women 
do not exercise the same kind of pow- 
er and control that men do.” . 
Building on this however, Ms 

Bethel said that women need to 
expand their leadership in different 
areas of society, adding that being a 
politician is not the only area of lead- 
ership, but that women should look to 
access the top echelons of power in 
the worlds of business, culture, com- 
merce and enterprise, etc. ““You don’t 
have to be.a politician to exercise 
leadership in decision making, there is 
an expansion of leadership beyond 
politics,” she said. 

Turning to the social arena, one of 
the major frontiers women still need 
to advance towards and conquer is 
the area of violence against women 
and children. Calling it endemic in 
our society, Ms Bethel said that 
Bahamian women. need to confront 

  

   

  

these ills - rape, incest and sexual 
assault - and how men use their phys- 
ical bodies and psychological selves to 
humiliate and dehumanize women 
and keep them in bondage through 

~ physical, sexual and psychological vio- 
lence. 

“It is still a tool men use to keep 
women in their place, to keep women 
servile. It’s very real in women’s lives, 
domestically and in the streets. It’s a 
major area we need to confront.” 
Another area that Ms Bethel, and 

countless other women, continue to 
see aS an area Where women need to 
gain greater control, is their repro- 
ductive selves. “We need to be able to 
make the decision around how many 
children we are going to have and 
when we.want them, and not capitu- 
late to the male sexual desire. 
“We need to be in control, to be 

able to de! rmine the size of our fam- 
ilies and when we want to have a fam- 
ily, and that means we need to ensure 
we are well educated in terms of 
reproductive health and that we have 
access to health care and [have the 
ability] to terminate pregnancies.” 

While sexual violence and issues of 
reproduction effect women in all 
social strata, one of the ways that 
women will be able to remove them- 
selves from situations of violence and 
gain control over their reproductive 
selves is through financial and eco- 
nomic empowerment. — 
According to Ms Bethel, women 

need ready access to money to make 
the kinds of entrepreneurial decisions 
that will lead to the development of 
economic stability and financial free- 
dom. As it stands, middle to low 
income women who are looking to 
enter entrepreneurial ventures are 

iten placed in a position where their 
husband’s must guarantee a loan, but 
women should not have to depend 
on such a scenario, she said. 
Women need access to money and 

credit beyond their relationship with 
the men in their lives, she said, noting 
that, generally speaking, women are 
conscientious about paying their debt, 
and are often more credit worthy than 

‘ their spouse or male counterpart, and 
should be able to have access to the 
necessary financing to go into business 
for themselves. 

Along with financial freedom, edu- 
cation stands as perhaps the most 
important tool needed in the eleva- 
tion of Bahamian women. While 
many women have made strides in 
this area - there are more female doc- 
tors, lawyers, engineers and other well 
educated women at the top of their 
professions than ever before - women 
at the other end of the spectrum, 
those who are poorly educated and 
under skilled, continue to be left out 
of the country’s push toward greater 
economic progress. 

“T think we still need more access to 
education for lesser skilled women 
and this needs to be something that 
middle income and upper income 
women pay attention to. Women 
need greater access to training to 
improve and widen their economic 
opportunities,” Ms Bethel said. 

In the 50 plus years since Mary 
Ingraham, Georgiana Symonette, 
Mable Walker and Eugenia Lockhart 

      
ATTORNEY MARION BETHEL says that in terms of political power, women need to look at being in authentic and real positions of 
decision making instead of the token positions that their male counterparts have allowed them to access. 

struggled to gain the right to vote for 
women, the question looms large - 
what have we, as Bahamian women, 
done with our vote, how has this right 
improved our lot in life, and what is 
the real significance of our participa- 
tion in the electoral process? 

In the 1962 Bahamas general elec- 
tions almost 17,000 persons registered 
to vote - 80 per cent of that number 
were women, and in May 2007, some 
150,000 persons registered to vote in 
the countries general elections, more 
than half, some 84,000, were women. 
Since Bahamian women gained the 
right to vote they have consistently 
outnumbered male voters, but even a 

casual glance at the country’s current 
political landscape and social makeup 
causes some to wonder how impor- 
tant that vote really is since, some 
may argue, it has not made a real 
impact on the day to day lives of 
women in this country. 

The answer, however, may lie in 
the lives our children and those young 
women who are just emerging today, 
and who hold the promise of leader- 
ship for tomorrow. 

“As [look at younger women, I am 
impressed. I see younger women who 
seemed to have learned a lot from 
the struggles that have gone on. 
Younger women are far more confi- 
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dent and holding their own and trying 
to be independent as well as interde- 
pendent in terms of their partners, 
the men in their lives. I’m quite opti- 
mistic as I look at younger women 
making their way in terms of these 
issues - a lot has been learned and 
passed on in ways we-might not be 
aware of,” Ms Bethel said. 

In the final analysis, women voters 
are in control of their political, social 
and economic destiny, and if the lives 
of every women in the Bahamas is to 
be improved it is important that we 
realise it, and, in the words of life 
coach Michelle Miller, “get up and 
make it happen”. 

  

Look for 

Festival in 

your favorite 
grocery or 

hardware store. 
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242-351-2215 ¢ bwafpo@coralwave.com    

 


