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PREFACE 

In oRDER to avoid misunderstanding, it may be useful to 
say a few words about the scope and aim of the present 

volume. A glance at the Table of Contents will show that 
it does not pretend to be, in any sense, an Encyclopeedia of 
Games. The Author had a less ambitious object in view. 
At school, and in the midst of lively companions, a boy is. 

seldom at a loss for amusement or in difficulty about picking 

up a knowledge of the games in vogue. It was felt that afew 
pages of instruction would be no great help to proficiency 
in cricket, football, tennis, and other highly specialised 

and organised amusements ; and for that reason alone they 

have been deliberately omitted. 
But there are times—and, perhaps, they might advan- 

tageously be made more frequent—when a boy is thrown on 

his own resources or reduced to the fellowship of a single 

friend, it may be during holidays, or owing to other cireum- 

stances. Such periods are not infrequently remembered as 

dull and unprofitable, whereas they might easily be filled 

with the most delightful occupations, which could hardly be 

pursued without the acquisition of an intimate knowledge 

of the streams, moors, fields, woodlands, and copses in the 

neighbourhood and of their living tenants. And in how 

many instances does childhood carry forward to later life a 

world of pleasant memories derived from the associations 

thus formed ! 
The Author has not, however, attempted to turn amuse-
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ment into a medium of instruction; he will be content if 

the volume helps, even in a little way, to arouse the love 
of open-air life and habit of observation, which, after all, 

form the most desirable: basis for study. Great care has 

been taken, however, to see that the facts are trustworthy. 

Although the book is written largely from memory and ex- 
perience, wherever it was possible these have been tested 
by comparison with the best authorities. At the same time 
much is left unsaid, because, beyond everything else, a book 
intended for children of nine or ten ought to be clear and 
simple. Some of the pastimes are left at the point where a 
work for older boys might very well begin. In selecting 
games it will be noticed that preference has been given to 
those most suitable for a solitary boy. Perhaps, too, a little 
weakness is displayed for diversions gone rather out of 
fashion. 

While elder people are content merely to watch the 
natural habits of birds and beasts, it is certain that the 

average boy desires to catch and handle them. Not at all 
from intention, but owing merely to thoughtlessness, this, it 
is useless to deny, often leads to cruelty ; and itis difficult to 
determine how best to counteract the tendency. To draw 
the bow tight, and merely forbid anything of the kind, is to 

‘visk its being broken. The Author has preferred in every 
case to try to guide rather than force the inclination. For 
instance, although an expert may catch and tame almost any 
wild bird or animal, the attempt of a child to do so is nearly 

certain to involve cruelty and end in failure ; but by rearing 
from the nest the desired result may be attained with com- 
parative ease. Again, it is useless, even if it were desirable, 
to hinder boys from collecting eggs; but one may tell them 
how to do so without paining the parent birds. The hunting 
instinct is-one of the strongest possessed by boys, and to 
crush it out of existence is impossible. Under training and 
guidance, however, even it may be made conducive to 
good.
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CHAPTER I 

BIRDS’-NHESTING 

Tus is the healthiest, pleasantest, and most interesting of all 
Open-air recreations. It carries one away on long rambles across 

the fields, along the hedgerows, and by the river-banks, at that de- 

lightful season of the year when life is stirring again after the long 

sleep of winter, when young lambs are bleating in the meadows, and 

the rooks are cawing above their nests, and birds are singing, and 

tiny little rabbits are taking a first peep out of their burrow. For 

eye and ear and brain, as well as limbs, it provides the most invigo- 

rating exercise. The simplest baby might find some nests; others 

are hidden so cunningly that their discovery is a puzzle to. the 

keenest boy. 
It would be a mistake to assume that for its enjoyment one must 

be intent on collecting eggs or obtaining young birds. The pleasure 

of finding a nest in no way depends on these pursuits. Whether 

you combine birds’-nesting and collecting or not, I hope you will 

make it a rule always to avoid everything likely to cause a pair of 

birds to forsake their nest. Very few boys, indeed, would think of 

trying to make them do so of set purpose but the evil occasionally 

occurs through a want of taking thought. For the sake of those 

who have not observed the consequences of certain actions it may 

be worth while to enumerate a few of the more flagrant offences. 

First there is the temptation ‘to clap the bird in.’ Birds that 

nest in holes and crevices are the greatest sufferers. As hatching- 

time approaches they sit very closely and it is comparatively easy 
B
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to steal softly up to the tree or wall and place a hand over the open- 
ing to the nest, and thus prevent the escape of the old bird. But 
this is usually fatal to housekeeping. Probably enough no actual 
injury will be done to the captive. She or he is taken out, handled 
gently, admired, and allowed to fly away. Very often, however, 
eggs are smashed in the scramble of catching, for a bird will hardly 
ever sit still when a hand is stretched out to lay hold of her, and she 
finds herself trapped. Whether she struggles or not, the fright is 
so great that after it eges just on the point of being hatched, or even 
callow young, are in most cases forsaken. This is still more certain 
to happen if advantage of the dark is taken to ‘clap in.’ But all 
the pleasure to be obtained is so slight in proportion to the pain 
caused that the practice is not worth following. 

Secondly, there are boys too persistently curious about a bird’s 
nest. Not content with looking once, they return again and again 
to the spot, often several times a day, till the birds, from being so 
much disturbed, leave their home altogether. 

Thirdly, a boy who is perfectly innocent of any intention to do 
harm is occasionally the indirect cause of a nest being harried. 
Many birds build in places that it is difficult to approach without 
leaving marks. Some are in the long grass at the edge of the field, 
through which a distinctly marked trail remains after you have 
passed. To get at another, it is necessary to step over a ditch with 
a clay edge that receives a well-defined footprint. Slender young 
twigs are roughly broken or thrust aside before a view of one is 
obtained and the marks of climbing on a tree point the way to 
another. Any moderately observant person walking by a hedgerow 
in the season can generally discover many nests by merely observing 
where the ground is trodden or the foliage disturbed. Every new- 
comer deepens the rut till a well-trodden footpath leads to the nest. 
The end, in nine cases out of ten, is that it is harried by some unscru- 
pulous youth guided by the footprints. Now, when a nest is found 
out, care should be taken to prevent this from occurring. Youhave, 
with more or less cleverness, penetrated the bird’s little secret, and 
ought to respect it. Try invariably to leave everything about the 
place exactly as you found it, and let the next comer have the same 
trouble as you had to find the nest. 

The last warning is meant especially for the egg-collector. No 
harm whatever is done by abstracting a single egg, or even carrying 
away one young bird (provided that it be well cared for afterwards) ; 
but there is a danger of causing a nest to be forsaken if several are
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taken. Frequently this occurs owing to a common practice of 
blowing the eggs close to the nest. A clumsy operator smashes 
one, and, not liking to be beaten, tries another and another till he is 
surprised to see the whole clutch gone. But it is far better to carry 
the eggs home and blow them carefully and at leisure in the house. 
Occasionally more than one are wanted for exchanging, but these 
may generally be obtained from different nests. The same remarks 
apply to nestlings taken for rearing. Never carry off a whole brood. 

Tue Courtsure or Birps 

When you go a-rambling after nests in spring I hope it will not 

be merely to seek eges. There are many curious and interesting 
things to notice which cannot be brought home and stuffed or blown. 
For these memory is the only collecting case. It is, let us suppose, 

a bright sunny day; the buds on the trees are just bursting into 
leaf, primroses are flowering at the roots of the great old hawthorns, 

cowslips appearing in the meadows, wood-anemones glittering white 

under the oaks and beeches. 

For now the Heavenly Power 
Makes all things new, 

And thaws the cold and fills 

The flowers with dew. 

Lord Tennyson, who wrote these lines, knew so much about all 

kinds of open-air life that the more you understand it, the more 

you will like reading his poems. I am going to quote some other 

lines of his in order to direct attention to certain remarkable changes 

observable at this season. 

In the spring a fuller crimson comes upon the robin’s breast ; 

In the spring the wanton lapwing gets himself another crest ; 

In the spring a livelier iris changes on the burnished dove ; 

In the spring a young man’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love. 

Evidently when little Alfred Tennyson went birds’-nesting 
among the wolds or in the woods near the rectory at Somersby he 
used his eyes to purpose. Spring is the wedding season of the birds, 
and when they go sweethearting they get decked out in the most 

gorgeous attire. Lord Tennyson has given three very pretty and 
familiar examples, in the robin, the lapwing, and the dove. <A few 
more may be added, and then you may be left to complete the list 

by adding to it the names of such birds of your neighbourhood as 
B2
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don some special bridal dress for purposes of ornament and aittrac- 
tion. All birds are most handsome at pairing-time, but with some 
the change is only that their plumage becomes more lustrous. 
Look at the little tit, clinging to half-budded sprays: is not its deli- 
cate blue, just that of a forget-me-not flower, brighter than it was 
in winter? What a difference there is in the cock chaffinch, too, 
from what he was in winter-time! The brown-red of his breast 
and the white bar on his wings are ever so much more brilliant. 
Compare the shining back of a breeding reed-sparrow’s head with 
the dusky brown work-a-day dress it wears in winter. During your 
rambles you may notice a great many similar changes. In winter, 

  

  

     A Hoy. 

  

  

  

Fie. 1.—Larwine. Winter plumage 

take any bird you have trapped and write down with as much detail 
and accuracy as you can every one of its colours, and later on it will 
be easier to draw a contrast. 

But the lapwing obtaining another crest illustrates a still more 
decided change that is to be observed in many birds in Spring, viz., 
the addition of some ornament that has been absent or invisible 
during the preceding months. The most remarkable of these altera- 
tions is the coloured ruff that appears on the strange and unhappily 
rare bird of that name when he wishes to charm his lady the reeve. 
Special love ornaments are worn also by the pheasant, the heron, 
the cormorant, and many diving birds. It would be out of place 
here to explain these all in detail; enough has been said to show 

‘
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the advantage of keeping your eyes open to anything of the 

kind. 

The love-making of birds is in full swing during the nesting 

season, and numberless opportunities will be afforded of watching 
the singular antics and gambols by which the bird gallant seeks to 

win the heart of the hen. He is a hearty believer in the charm of 
music, and myriads of whistling throats fill the woods with merri- 

ment. Many birds, however, seem to like singing for its own sake. 

The lark, for instance, pours out melody all the year round, except 

for a short interlude during the moulting season, but others seem 

to reserve their song especially for serenading. It will be noticed 

  

Fie. 2.—Larwine. Summer plumage 

that most of the very brilliant singers are clad in sober and quiet 

dresses. Neither the lark, nightingale, thrush, blackbird, nor linnet 

is very gaily apparelled. On the other hand, brilliantly-plumaged 

birds are generally wnmusical. The pheasant, the jay, and the 

kingfisher will at once occur to your mind. Still the rule has 

many exceptions. Rooks, daws, choughs, and ravens do not go in 

splendid attire, and yet their musical accomplishments are trifling. 

In its dress of homely brown the partridge’ is not gay, and it has no 

song worth speaking of. Some very handsome birds, such as the 

goldfinch, sing prettily. 

No doubt you have watched with amusement the wooing of an 

ordinary pigeon, with what vigour it coos, how it blows out its crop,
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depresses its tail and scrapes the end of the feathers on the ground. 
The absurdly vain and pompous manner in which Chanticleer 
stands before Dame Partlett, whirring his outspread wing on the 
ground and performing other evolutions, is equally ludicrous. Wild 
birds have still more curious modes of courtship. If ever you have 
a chance you must study the love-making of the capercaillie, but 
there are plenty of birds near at hand for you to observe. Among 

      
Fic. 3.—Tuer Caprrcarnir in Bripan Prumaci 

many I will only allude to the pheasant, and pie, the duck and 
other water birds. When you see the mad jack hare scampering after 
his mate on the bare March fallows, and the partridges running in 
pairs among the furrows, that is the time to look out for courting 
birds and new bridal dresses. 

As might be expected courtship often leads to violent battles 
among the rivals. One of the best places to notice this is the rookery. 

s
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We have classed the rooks among ‘timber tuned’ birds, yet even 
they make a pretence of singing. It sounds a little lugubrious, for 

the voice of the rook grows naturally hoarse in Spring. Yet an old 
rook when ‘making up’ to a hen mumbles and croons in what he 
evidently means to be a soft and fascinating tone. Should a rival 
attempt to interfere with his wooing a fight takes place atonce. On 
a mild February afternoon you may sometimes see a long succes- 
sion of such encounters. The other rooks sit almost as if they had 
formeda ring to see fair play and the two rivals go on pecking 
and cuffing one another till they lose their balance and begin to 
descend close to the tree stems. But the combatants keep on fight- 
ing all the way to the very ground, and are so busily engaged giving 
and receiving buffets that if you are standing down below they will 
almost alight on the top of your head. No sooner is one battle over 
than another begins. The ladies have no foolish sentiment about 
the matter but placidly accept the lover who can fight best. As to 
the defeated candidate he must go off and try conclusions with some 
jess formidable pugilist or reconcile himself to the life of a bachelor. 
Occasionally the fray has a tragical ending in the death of one of the 

combatants. 
In a love quarrel tiny birds are just as fierce and domineering 

as their larger neighbours. No one can have failed to notice the 
vigorous warfare carried on by rival sparrows. The robin is a 
very jealous bully, and so are the chaffinch and yellow-hammer. 

Even the diminutive wrens get up as much swagger as if they 

were Knights of King Arthur’s Table wandering to seek adventures. 
Should you have a collection of eggs you will increase its value 

and also find an agreeable pastime by placing under each specimen 
a paper stating exactly what you have noticed about the parent 
birds. Tell the difference between their winter and their breeding 

plumage, what evolutions the male goes through at the season of 
courtship, and give an account of any fight you have witnessed 

between two males. 

  

Metruops or Nursine 

Another point worth noticing when you are out after eggs is the 
manner in which parent birds attend to the wants of their young. 
Birds do not all go to the nest at the same time. While some are 
just beginning their courtship and others have only laid a few bits 
of moss or leaf to the foundation of their house a proportion are
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already sitting on a full clutch of eggs, and not a few have a family 
to care for. So you can see all these things being performed at 

once. By watching chicks in the poultry yard an insight may be 
obtained into one method of feeding. These creatures are not really 
fed by their mother. She only scratches the ground for them or leads 
them where food is to be obtained. Tach chick picks up the grain 
or crumbs on its own account. Many wild birds do exactly the same. 

The little grey pheasants and tiny brown partridges from the first 
pick their own food. 

The best way of learning about wild creatures is to observe 
those at home, and if you turn tothe pigeons you will discover that 
they pursue a very different method. Their young do not begin to 

  

  
  

Fic. 5..-Wooppicron rrEpinc Youne One 

pick till comparatively late in life, and the mother and father feed 
them by taking the bills of their offspring in their own and pumping 
the food up from their crops. The wild pigeons and many other 
birds follow the same plan. 

But most of the smaller birds pursue still a different method. 
From the commencement they feed their offspring with precisely 
the same food that they eat themselves. You may see them carry- 
ing grubs, and grain, and bits of green-stuff in their mouths, and 
the nestlings simply gape and swallow. 

Now of every species you should satisfy yourself how they feed 
their young. It is an interesting point, and of more importance 
than you perhaps imagine.



  

  
Fic. 6,—Swattow FreEepine Youne
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More than that; you will often see the cock bird very kindly and 
lovingly feeding his wife, sometimes when she is sitting on the nest 
and is reluctant to rise and search for her own food, sometimes out of 

mere affection just as Chanticleer when he finds a particularly nice 
worm, clucks to the pullets and invites them to eat it, while he with 

great self-sacrifice and gallantry abstains. é 

I think you must collect eggs really to know about them, but 

mere collecting is very much less interesting and admirable than 
finding out all you can about these and the other habits of birds. 

On ‘Finpinc NEsts 

Birds are generally so anxious about their offspring that a clue 

to the whereabouts of a nest is obtained by noting the signs of alarm 

manifested by the old birds. Some only cry out, but others have a 
curious trick for deceiving the searcher. Jor instance, the partridge 

when she has been disturbed either on eggs or with cheepers will try 

to induce youto give chase by hurrying away with a running tumbling 

sort of motion, exactly as if her wing or leg were broken.. The same 

artifice is employed by the lapwing and many other birds. By 

a diligent search it is generally possible to discover either a nest or 

young when the mother pretends to be lame. 
Small birds may almost be said to play a game of. hot boiled 

beans with the passers-by. No sooner does one come into the 

neighbourhood of their home than a soft and oft-repeated Peep! 
Peep! tells of their solicitude. As the stranger nears the sacred spot 

the ery increases in loudness and vivacity as though they were crying 

Hot! Hot! then when the nest is passed the tumult calms down and 

they resume the quiet and soft cry which may be interpreted Rather 

cold. This procedure is characteristic of many species, but of none 

more markedly than the chaffinch, which isa bold bird with a strong 

clear decided voice. Others speak with their wings. Let anyone 

stand before the nest of a wren or a hedge-sparrow, and neither of 

these birds cries out much, but they flutter past and past, and the 

sound of wings nervously quivering is as easy to understand as the 

loudest chirp. Other signs are still more unmistakable. If you go 

birds’-nesting very quietly and alone—that being the only way to 

enjoy this pastime thoroughly—many birds will go about their work 

without paying much attention to you. By watching one with a 

tuft of moss or a tiny feather in its mouth a nest may be discovered
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in process of erection. Another carrying a grub or worm is saluted 

with a chorus of thin eager cries from the centre of the bush where 

it alights, and one can easily guess what to look for there. 

Broadly speaking, if the nest of a particular species be wanted 

the place to look for it is where food is most plentiful. At the time 

when ploughmen are preparing the spring fields for seed the laughing 

seagull comes inland to pick up worms from the furrow, and builds 

in marshy places near at hand. The song thrush chooses a bush 

close to moist ground where snails are plentiful. So much do birds 

follow this rule that in a damp mild autumn when grubs and other 

food abound some of them begin breeding just as if it were spring. 

This, however, will become more evident’as we consider the places 

to hunt for nests. 

Tue Hoes In a TREE 

The art of climbing trees is one which the birds’-nester must 

hasten to acquire. It is not easy to give directions that will be at 

once intelligible and useful. Nothing but incessant practice and 

perseverance will enable anyone to swarm up'the clean straight bole 
of a young ash. With elms and oaks it is often possible to clamber 
from bough to bough. In doing that no. accident will happen if you 
plant your feet as firmly as though you had no hands, and take a 

grip with your hands as firm as if you had no legs to trust to. The 
difficulty about firs is that the twigs and branches often grow so 
thick it is almost impossible to penetrate them from below. Usually 
it is best to keep looking upward, as one is much more apt to feel 
giddy when the eyes are directed downward from a height, but in . 
climbing a fir so much dust and rubbish is shaken from the thick 

high foliage that unless they are averted the eyes will become per- 
fectly blinded. 

Trees differ so much in character and situation that what is 
applicable to one is not to another. You would not expect to find 

the same nests in the middle of a plantation that occur on a tree 

growing out of a field hedgerow. Let us consider one or two of the 
most typical. 

Birds, as you may observe, frequent the country lanes as much 
as the fields. A spreading wayside elm is one of their favourite 
resorts. Ifit is an old one and bushy round the roots and stump, 
this part should be carefully examined first. A blackbird very likely 
has its rather slovenly home here, though a better place to seek for
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it is among the bunches of thorn left after a hedge has been pruned 
or cut down. The redbreast may have taken possession of an odd 
corner, though it, again, prefers a hole in some ivied wall or sheltered 
bank, or the middle of a thick bush. A hedge-sparrow often chooses 

  

  

  
Fic. 7.—Txsr Buacxerrp’s Nest 

this site for its home. Still the centre of interest is higher up. A way- 

side tree generally has a number of holes in it. They are produced 

by wounds or disease forming a hollow in which the rain collects 

and gradually rots and wears away the fibre. In early spring some 
are half full of water, and these natural reservoirs have an interest all
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their own. Stagnant as the water is, many creatures drink it eagerly. 

You may see that by watching a tame squirrel. Place two drinking 
vessels before it, one shallow and the other shaped like a mug. He 

goes to the latter so readily and creeps down into it so naturally, you 

cannot help thinking it reminds him of the crevices out of which 
he drank when running wild among the trees. Perhaps the wood 
imparts some medicinal property to the draught. At any rate I 
have noticed that dogs of good scent often stand up on their hind 
legs and whine to reach it, even when other water is near. Birds 

ai 
co. 

  

Fic. 8.— A Roxin’s Nest 

of various kinds may also be séen at times dipping into this odd 
drinking fountain. Doubtless in summer when the thirsty tree soaks 
it all up and leaves the place dry some of these creatures are hard 
put to it to allay their thirst. , 

There are many dry crevices in the tree, however, which repay 
exploration. On the wayside the nests most common in holes of 
trees are those of the starling and jackdaw. How cunningly does the 
latter creep out of his hole, slip round the trunk, and make off ag one 
comes along! The tiny blue tit chooses a hole so small that you 
cannot put two fingers in together, but such minute openings are
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      common only in certain species of fir. It is extremely difficult to 

get the eggs without breaking some of them or destroying the nest ; 

a little crooked stick is usually employed for the purpose, but as all tits 

do not build in such inaccessible crannies it is better to wait till you 

find a nest within easier reach. ; 

A bird to be looked out for in the hole of a tree is the familiar 

nuthatch. You may easily recognise its dwelling, for after choosing 

a hole much too large for the purpose it proceeds to plaster the 

entrance with mud till there is just room enough for it to pop out and 

in. It lays five white brown-spotted eggs. Unlike the jackdaw 

and starling the nuthatch prefers the woodlands to the roadsides. 

So does the yaftle or green woodpecker, whose nest boys are often 

puzzled to discover, for the bird is shy and wary. When you know the 

  

Fie. 9.—Puasterep Nuestine-Hotz or Nuruarce 

yaftle’s idea of house-building, however, the difficulty in part vanishes. 

Its method is to find a tree with a soft rotten heart and to exca- 

vate a hole for itself by pecking away little chips with its hard bill. 

Now it seems a very simple matter to look out for a tree with bits 

of rotten wood lying about its trunk, and so obtain a clue to the 

woodpecker’s nest. This, however, is not quite so easy as it looks. 

The birds seem to carry off some of the chips and the others fall 

among the grass and herbage, so that the eyes have to be keen and 

watchful to catch this sign. Sometimes after you have found it and 

climbed to the hole, disappointment follows; for if a starling hap- 

pens to see the woodpecker’s laboriously excavated home it lays 

siege and usually manages to secure possession for its own brood. 

One may tell at once what has happened, for the starling invariably 

makes a nest while the woodpecker lays its clear white eggs on 

c
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the bare wood. But for a fine afternoon late in May there is not a 

more delightful pastime than that of searching a large plantation 

for the habitation of the yaffle. Besides this, if you live in the 

south of England and notin the north you may perhaps be lucky 

enough to discover the nests of two other kinds of woodpecker in 

similar ‘situations, the greater spotted and the lesser spotted. Not 

one of these is at all common in the northern counties. In searching 

for woodpeckers’ nests be careful to avoid young plantations. They 

  

  
Fie. 10.—Tun Yarrun’s Nust 

like old neglected woods best where there are plenty of aged rotting 

trees in which they may hunt for insects. 

It is tolerably well Inown that snakes climb trees occasionally, 

and it sometimes happens that the birds’-nester is horribly scared 

when on thrusting his hand into the hole of a tree there arises an 

ominous sound of hissing. Very speedily the hand is withdrawn, 

and out pops no viper but a mother wryneck-—the cuckoo’s maid
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as country folk call her—glad that her note of alarm has given the 

intruder a fright. This power of hissing is by no means confined to 

a solitary bird. Unpopular public speakers always know one fact in 

  

  

Fie. 11.—Tue Wrynecx 

natural history, viz., that geese and serpents hiss and have been 

known to tell their audiences so. No doubt you have heard the 

swans hiss too, and I have often heard the little oxeye tit hiss quite 

energetically when trapped in a nesting hole. 

Tue Crown or A PoLLARD 

The redstart and some other species build in similar situations, 

but enough has been said to prove that the holes of a tree are full 

of interest to the birds’-nester. Nearly every other part will repay 

the same trouble. For example, the crown of a pollard is easily 

reached, but is often neglected because from the ground it looks as 

though it were nothing but wood. When the tree was polled—that 

is, when the top was sawn off—a clean hard smooth round surface 

was left. Gradually, however, rain, wind, and frost hollowed it out 

more or less into the shape of a plate or basin, and new twigs 
c2
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springing up around made a very fine nesting-place. This is called 

the crown or stock of the pollard, and the stock-dove is said to take its 

name from so frequently choosing it as a nesting place. The tawny 

owl also adopts it sometimes. On the sea-coast I have found the 

nest of this bird ona pollard with so many fish-bones lying about 

as to prove beyond question that the mother owl goes a-fishing 

when she can. The place referred to is just opposite Holy Island 

on the Northumbrian coast, where the sands are very wide and level. 

Lindisfarne is a peninsula when the tide is out, an island when 

it is full. In the Low, or Lindis as the Romans called it, and in the 

shallow pools adjacent there are many flat fish, and on these the 

owls feed. The tawny owl also nests at times in the hole of a tree, 

like the jackdaw. Curiously enough in Orkney where people say 

there are no trees I have found the nest in old rooks’ nests in 

bushes near the base of Wideford ee The tawny owl lays three 

or four white eggs. 

Another bird one would soadaly expect to find nesting in the 

crown of a pollard is the wild duck. It often seems in a difficulty 

about fixing upon a suitable place to build. It prefers avery lonely 

home among the rushes or sedges by the margins of ponds and 

rivers, or even a clump of nettles on the bank, but though never 

seen perching on a tree, it will nest in one readily. The top of 
a haystack is another of its resorts, and so is a heap of faggots. 

Especially in the neighbourhood of towns the nest is often placed 

in very peculiar situations. At one time the wild duck seemed 
in danger of extinction, but it has grown very numerous again. 

One spring when I was at Coate, where Richard Jefferies used to 

live, I found the nest of a kestrel on the top of a pollard growing out 

of afence dividing the green meadows which lie between the house 

and the Downs. This was not a usual position, but the fact shows 

that a pollard standing in any retired place will often repay exami- 

nation. Birds do not build by rule, and to find their nests it is often 

necessary to hunt in places because they appear suitable, even if 

you have never heard of the particular species choosing such a site. 

AMONG THE BRANCHES 

Another favourite position for nests is the cleft made where two 
branches fork. -The prettiest of all English nests, that of the long- 

tailed titmouse, is now and then placed in this position. It is very
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difficult to find, for the old birds cover the outside of their home 
with lichens closely resembling the bark of the tree which you may 
climb several times without notiving the nest. Should you desire 
one for your museum, it is better to search among low bushes, 
where the long-tailed tit builds more frequently than in the fork of 
a tree, and where the nest may be obtained intact by cutting away 
the branches. In any case much careful searching is required, but 
if you begin by noticing the favourite haunt of the bird at breeding 
time, perseverance will do the rest. The inside of the nest is lined 
with feathers, and occasionally there are two exits. 

  

Fic, 12.—Nest or tHe Lone-Tarnep TrrmousE 

The sparrow-hawk, among other sites, occasionally chooses the 
cleft of a tree that stands on the outside of a plantation. It does 
not always care to be high. A laburnum, growing at the edge of a 
‘dene,’ I have known to be chosen by a sparrow-hawk. This bird 
also takes possession of a rook’s nest sometimes. It lays four or 
five handsome eggs, white, blotched with crimson. 

Like the long-tailed titmouse the chaffinch has an excellent eye
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for colour, and very often affixes to the grey lichened bark of an old 

ash a nest that looks almost as if it were a mere protuberance on 

the wood. ; 
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Fie. 18.—A Sparrow-Hawn’s Eae 

There is a pretty little bird, one of the smallest in our islands, 

you might take for a mouse as it runs silently up the branches. It 

is called the tree-creeper. You should look for its nest in any old 

trunk where the bark has begun to rot and start from the wood. 

Within the interstice thus formed it often makes its home. But 

you may at times find it in a stack of faggots or a crevice in a wall, 

even in some cosy nook of an out-building. The outside of the 

nest it makes of coarse stuff such as twigs, bits of hay, or even 

straw ; the lining is made warm and comfortable with softer material, 

such as feathers or wool. It lays half-a-dozen or more eggs; they 

are white, speckled with bright brown. You need sharp eyes to 

find first. the bird and then its nest. 

On ascending to the branches we meet with an enormous multi- 

tude of bird homes. By far the commonest are those of the rooks. 

Were they not as conspicuous as they are, the hoarse cawing and 

calling of the old birds, and their continual flying to and fro or 
hovering above the nest, would attract attention to them. One 
of the most amusing things to do at a rookery is to sit quiet 
after the young are out and watch what the fathers and mothers 

bring to feed them. Some you will see carrying eges between their 
distended mandibles. I remember an old thief who came into the 
poultry-yard of a Northumbrian country house and made off with 
an earthenware nest-egg ; his young cannot have feasted very gaily 

that turn. During a very dry summer, when grubs and worms are 
not easily procurable, they may be seen carrying rats, mice, very 

young rabbits, fish, and even small birds. At such a time nothing



   
 
 
 

Fig. 14.—Roor’s Nest
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eatable seems to come amiss to them. In Orkney, where there are 

very few hightrees,the rooks, as has been said, are obliged to nest very 

low down, and may be reached without the climb which, though less 
dangerous than it looks, is apt to make fathers and mothers feel rather 
nervous about any daring offspring who attempt it. The rook lays 

from four to six eggs, of a colour between green and blue, with darker 
markings and blotchings. On the outskirts of the rookery you may 
often find the nest of the carrion crow. The raven used to have a 

tree all to itself, often called the ‘raven tree’; but persecution has 

now driven it to wilder regions. 

  

Fie. 15.—A Roox’s Eee 

The heron, which resembles the rook in nothing else, chooses a 
similar position for its nest. In some plantations the heronry and 

rookery are close together, and the birds are constantly bickering 

and quarrelling. On the principle that might is right the herons 

assert their claim to the best trees, while, on the other hand, rooks 

increase so fast that they want to spread themselves all over the 
wood. When hawking was a favourite sport the heron was care- 

fully protected, but it has decreased in numbers since then, and 
there are fewer heronries and fewer nests in them. They are dis- 

tributed all over England, however, and you will not find it difficult 
to learn which one is most easily reached. It is not always prac- 
ticable to climb the trees of a heronry, and usually the birds’-nester 
has to content himself with watching the old birds come and go. 
Fortunately, however, the heron is not rigidly confined to a single 
position. The bird is usually very plentiful on wild, hilly land, where 
it feeds in the mountain streams. In some parts of Wales and 

Scotland and the English Border a single nest built in some high 
tree is no rarity. Usually it is one not very easy to climb, and I 
well remember the sensation produced by the first I ever rifled. It
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was placed at the top of a high tree in a lonely dale far up among 
the Cheviots. At the time Iwas not more than nine, and was 

    
    

Fic. 16.—Tue Heron’s Nest 

more than half terrified by the clamour of the old birds that, as they 
saw the nest being approached, swooped so close to me that the wind
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made by their wings played coldly on my face like that of a fan. 
In addition to their menacing swoops the slender branches swayed 
as if they were going to break. However, though almost frightened 
out of my wits, I wanted a young one, and persevered till I came _ 
within sight of the half-fledged nestlings, whose bright, fierce-look- 
ing eyes impressed me more than anything else about them. At 
the cost of a lacerated hand, one was thrown out, and the descent 

commenced with considerable alacrity. Where there are no suit- 
able trees the heron will build on a cliff, ruin, or even the bare 

earth, so that one who rambles in a wild, hilly country may pos- 
sibly chance to obtain either eggs or young without any perilous 
climbing adventure. The nest is very like that of a rook, but much 
larger. If ever you do climb to one with eggs in it, unless they are 
nearly on the point of being hatched, you may as well take them ; 

for the heron, on being rudely disturbed, is almost certain to for- 
sake the nest. The heron lays three or four pale green eggs. 

The cushat’s nest is also generally placed among the branches, 
but is much more easily obtained, because it is as often found in a 

low fir or even a hawthorn as in more lofty trees. It hardly requires 

  

Fie. 17.--Rine-Dove on Nuzst 

more seeking than the other. Standing below, the glimmer of the 

white eggs can often be discerned through the paltry structure of 

crossed sticks that serves as a nest. Young ring-doves cannot be
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seen in the same way, because the floor of the nest is thickened as 

time goes on. 

Very much more trouble is taken by the magpie to make a 

home; but strangely enough this bird, which is so cunning and 

clever in most respects, takes hardly any pains to concealit. A 

favourite position is high up among the boughs of a tree, though 

sometimes you may find the nest in a hedgerow. The magpie 

relies for protection on making the nest resemble something natural 

to the tree, such as a thickness or a bunch of dried twigs, and on 

weaving thorns into the structure. These precautions are of very 

  
  

  

Fie. 18.—Macrtr’s Nest 

little use against the magpies’ greatest enemy, the gamekeeper. His 

usual plan to prevent birds from breeding on the estate is to shoot 

the old birds as they leave the nest on his approach. If he is not 

sure what the bundle of sticks may be, he discharges the contents of 

a gun into it. In this way the magpies are effectually reduced in 

numbers, and the nest, which used to be a very common one, has 

beeome rare and difficult to find. Tll-kept and half-neglected estates 

are the best on which to seek for it. The magpie’s nest is dome-shaped 

with a hole at the side, through which the birds pop out and in. Often 

the same nest with a little renewal and renovation is made to serve
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a number of years, but on the other hand, being carefully built it 
remains long after having been forsaken, and it is just as well to 
make sure that a nest is inhabited before starting to climb towards 
it. There is much difference in individual nests. Some are most 
carefully arranged to suit their environment, others resemble great 
disorderly masses of dry sticks. The magpie lays from six to nine 
eggs, bluish-green, with brown and grey speckles and blotches. 

The jay builds lower down than the pie, but is much more 
careful to keep its nest out of sight. During the breeding season 
it becomes a very shy and quiet bird. If you walk through a wood 
where there are jays at any other time of the year their hard dis- 
cordant cry is raised whenever they are disturbed—it is one of the 
most familiar sounds of the forest. Butas nesting time comes the jay 
retreats to the densest thickets, and hardly ever raises its voice, so 
that one might imagine the old haunts had become deserted. The 
way to find the nest is to make a vigilant search in suitable parts 
of the wood. Where the undergrowth is thick and almost im- 
penetrable is the place to search most. A hunt for this nest is 
usually attended with torn clothes, but presents no other difficulty. 
The jay lays about the same number of eggs as the magpie—the 
ground colour is darker. 

Nowadays the conunon buzzard belies its name, as, owing to 
persecution, it has become very rare. In England it prefers to 
build in a large wood, and the nest may be occasionally found on 
pine branches. 

Among our occasional visitors there is none more handsome 
than the golden oriole, but it is so shy and wary that its beautiful 
nest is difficult to find. You might seek it unsuccessfully for years, 
and then when doing something else come on it quite accidentally. 
On its first appearance the bird is very often shot on account of its 
brilliant plumage and because it is rare. Then in our country it is 
of wandering, unsettled habits, and seems reluctant to undertake 
the duties of house-building. When discovered the nest will generally 
be found woven to the twigs of an outspread tree branch. The 
eggs are four or five in number, and are white in ground colour, 
with purple spots and specks. 

These ave the most important of the large birds that usually nest 
in the branches. It should not be forgotten that some of the more 
masterful instead of constructing a home for themselves will at 
titues attack the owner of one that appears suitable, and enter into 
possession. In this way it has been seen that the starling will oust
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the woodpecker from the hole it has carefully excavated; and the 

herons will go to war with the rooks and seize their homes. The 

kestrel and the sparrow-hawk are also very bold marauders, and 

will at times drive away the magpie and the crow from the nests 

they have built. 

  

    Silt 
Fic. 19.—Gotpen Ortonn (Femanr) anp Nustr 

A great number of small birds love to build among the tree 

branches, and it is very difficult to find their nests amid the thick 

green foliage of early summer. When the leaves wither and fall off 

in winter, one is often surprised to find in the fruit and ornamental 

trees near a house many nests sought in vain during the building 

season. The missel-thrush often surprises us in this way. It likes 

to nest in a garden or orchard, and when trees are bare the large 

circular cup-shaped structure is very prominent—all the more so 

because the bird is at little pains to conceal its nest, which would 
be very visible at any time but for the green leaves. 

Among fir plantations, and in yew or cedar trees, a nest worth 

searching for is that of the gold-crested wren. It is nicely made, 
and the ingenious bird usually hangs it on two or three little 
boughs, in such a position that a spray above will serve for a 
roof. The materials used are very similar to those adopted by the
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chaffinch, viz., fine moss wool and spiders’ webs, with a lining of 

small feathers. 

The goldfinch, although it generally prefers a tall hedgerow, often 

constructs its handsome little nest in the branches of a pear or an 

apple tree, but does not confine itself to these trees, taking with 

almost equal readiness to a pine or a horse-chestnut. 

  

Fig. 20.—Nesr or GoLprincu 

Other species, in addition to those mentioned, will be found 

inhabiting the trees by the vigilant seeker, but these are the most 

common and familiar. Should you meet with one that you fail to 

recognise, be sure to notice the following points, viz., its position, 

whether in a hole or on the branches, on the bark or the twigs, 

its size and shape, and the materials of which it is composed, then 

the number, shape, and colour of the eggs. Individuals of the same 

species differ so much in these respects, however, that it finally 

becomes necessary for you to conceal yourself till the parent birds 

come and observe then closely what are their colours and general 

appearance—that is supposing you found the nest in their absence. 

It is likely they will hover and fly close to you as long as you are 

near the nest, so that there will be no difficulty in obtaining the 

particulars necessary to identify the species.
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Busuo anp HEDGEROW 

In the fine cold weather of early spring, when skates have been 

laid aside for the year, although heaps of drifted snow still lie in 

sheltered corners of the field, it is very pleasant to get out again on 

the meadows and hillsides. How clearly flows the brook down a 

channel cleansed by innumerable floods, but how bare are its banks ! 

The landscape is yet very wintry, for the grass has hardly begun 

to sprout, the hawthorns do not show a patch of green, and the 

earth is all bare and black. Yet, listen! The lark is carolling as if 

summer were come, a missel-thrush pours his strong sweet song 

from the topmost bough of a tree, and the first lambs are-raising a 

feeble bleat. They all feel sure that winter is over and gone—the 
time of the singing of birds has come. 

Among the birds of the wayside none acts more promptly on 

this knowledge than the dingy-coloured hedge-sparrow. Some 

  

Fic, 21.—Hupen-Srarnow 

ornithologists call it the hedge accentor, but the old name is too 

familiar to discard. Boys in the North nickname it ‘ smoky,’ and 

elsewhere it is called the ‘dunnock.’ Folk of long ago loved wild 

creatures very much, or they would not have had so many terms 

of endearment for them. ‘They called the hedge-sparrow Billy, just 

as the house-sparrow was Philip. You know many of the other
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names. The redbreast, for instance, is Robin, the wren Jenny or 
Kitty, the pie Mag, the daw Jack, the raven Ralph. Of quadrupeds, 
the fox was Reynard, the hare Wat, the cat Tibbie—quite as if they 

were all members of the same family. Now, Billy starts very soon 
with his housekeeping operations. His nest is artlessly built in the 
middle of the bare hedgerow by the road, and anybody can find it. 
But the blue eggs are so welcome, as well as so pretty, that the birds’- 
nester always looks upon their discovery with great pleasure, viewing 
them perhaps as an augury that others are on the way. We will 
return to it when in search of the cuckoo, 

  

  

  

  

Fie. 22.—Turusn’s Nest 

When a hedge-sparrow’s home has been found, it is seldom 
that the search is vain for that of our famous native singer, the 

song-thrush, throstle, or mavis. Its compact nest, lined inside with 

cow-dung kneaded into a water-tight cement, is a marvel of work- 

manship, and the eggs are also blue in colour. You are not so 

likely to find it in thick close-clipped fences, such as run along the 

hedgerow, as in larger bushes or hawthorns between the fields ; 
but the thrush seems to exercise great independence of judgment, 

D
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for its nest is placed in a wide variety of positions. Tor instance, 
several are to be found any year in the hollow of a certain dene 
familiar to the writer. A stream that is big in winter but in spring 

soaks invisibly through the rotten leaves divides the plantation in 
two, and has worn out a deep furrow with steep banks on either 
hand, where tree roots are very much exposed. The song-thrush, 

attracted probably by the snails and slugs frequenting the damp 
soil, builds very freely in the bank. So does the redbreast, and 

once or twice a pair of dippers have come, too. The larger missel- 
thrush prefers, as we have seen, a loftier site for its home. 

One of the most interesting nests of the hedgerow is that of the 
butcher-bird, or the red-backed shrike. Owing to the curious habits 

  

Fie. 23.—Nest or tHe Rep-backEep SHRIKE 

of the bird it is not difficult to find, for of all birds that play at hot- 
boiled beans with the birds’-nester, this is the simplest. It shrieks 
desperately when one gets near its home, and only gives a sparrow- 
like chirp when the searcher is ‘cold.’ Then, even when it is sitting 

on the eggs, the birds’-nester may judge that the nest is not far away 
when he comes upon its larder. It lives to.a great extent upon 
large insects, and has a habit of impaling them on thorns. When 

you see humble bees and beetles in considerable numbers treated in 
this fashion, you may look out for the shrike’s nest with good hope 
of success. Itislarge for the size of the bird, and generally high up 
in the bush. The red-backed:.shrike is not an early nester, and is



  
Fie. 24.—Tre Renp-Bonrine’s Nest
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only a summer visitor with us, coming here about the end of April 
or beginning of May. About a fortnight after its arrival nests begin 
to be numerous. The bird likes the South of England better than 
the North, where it is somewhat rare to find a nest. 

The discovery of nests in a hedge presents no great difficulty, 
especially in the early part of the season, when foliage is still too 
light to conceal them effectually. Probably, as houses are mostly 
built close to fertile land, those nearest home will surround orchards, 

parks, gardens, and highly cultivated fields. Such places are usually 
haunted by many birds, which obtain abundant food among the 

crops, and are protected from disturbance by gamekeepers, gar- 
deners, and farmers, each of whom has reasons of his own for keeping 

away trespassers. A boy birds’-nesting in the fields is not likely to be 
interfered with, provided attention is paid to one or two simple rules. 

First accustom yourself to see that every gate is properly fastened 
behind you. Even a very good-natured shepherd or farmer is 
likely to lose his temper, if through the carelessness of some ram- 
bling boy cattle are permitted to stray, or a flock of sheep effects an 

entrance into a field of young wheat, where they will hurt both 

themselves and the crop. 

For the same reason no gaps should be wilfully made in the 

fences. If you must get over, and there is no climbable opening, 

do not grudge the trouble of making a considerable détowr. 

Again, great care should be taken not to damage crops. It is 

best to avoid not only the rising corn and newly-sown land but all 
that is ploughed. The furrow is never carried quite up to the 

fence, and there is generally a little border of grass large enough to 

walk on. You should keep to that. 
Finally, pains should be taken not to disturb feeding stock. 

Very little indeed is required to send a flock of sheep all scampering 

together. Tiven if you are not seen it is very likely that you will 

get innocent servants into trouble by carelessness in any of these 

respects. Besides, the pastime of birds’-nesting is much more en- 

joyable to one who steals very quietly along the headlands or by 
the grass meadows. A great deal less is seen by a rollicking lad, 

whose noisy approach is the signal for all living things to scurry as 

fast as they can to their various hiding-holes. About April or May, 

when cereal crops are in the ground, and keepers, aware that it 

is not the season for poachers, give nearly the whole of their time 
to the pheasants, the birds’-nester may spend entire days moving 
about in fields without seeing a human being.
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In a large hedge near human dwellings the house-sparrow, if 
room under the eaves of the barn be scant, will oft-times build his 

great ugly nest of straw by hundreds. When he does this one 
sometimes hears him called the tree-sparrow. This is wrong, how- 

ever, as the tree-sparrow is a different and less common bird. The 
house-sparrow builds in the top boughs of the hawthorns ; the tree- 
sparrow usually ina hole ofa tree. The eggs of the two species 
are very similar, but the tree-sparrow may be known by his brown 
crown, the two black patches on his neck, and two bars on his wing. 
Not much danger exists of confusing either of these with the hedge- 

  

Fig. 25.--Cuarrincy in Nusv 

sparrow, which is quite a different bird. There is a fourth so-called 
sparrow, the reed-sparrow or reed-bunting, which north-country boys 
call the ‘black pow,’ and which some naturalists term the ‘ black- 
headed bunting.’ This name is now applied, however, to a very 
rare British bird that does not nest here at all. The reed-bunting’s 
nest has been found in a low bush, but the bird loves marshy places 
and you should look for it among rushes and long grass or on the 
side of a bank. Very seldom is it placed more than a few inches 
from the ground. 

Many finches.nest in the hedge. The greenfinch likes a low



  
Fic. 26,—Tus Nusr or tux Bunnrinon
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bush or young tree best, but its home is often found in low haw- 
thorns. So it need hardly he said is that of the chaffinch. If you 
approach the nest of the latter dwring the hatching time the brave 
and faithful mother will often sit till you nearly touch her, though 
watching your approach with bright fearful eyes. And when that 
is so I hope you will look and pass on without driving her froin the 
nest. The goldfinch too builds in the hedge occasionally, but that ~ 
is usually where the fence is rugged and bad, and the land poorly 

    

  

Fie, 27.—Nest or Hawrincu 

cultivated. Nests of blackbirds and thrushes are to be found in 
great numbers. 

The bullfinch does not so often go to a hedgerow, but prefers 
a bush in some copse or spinney. Ihave found the nest amid 
the undergrowth of one of those small circular plantations that 
often crown a little eminence in well-cultivated districts, and are 
kept very quiet for the sake of the game. The bullfinch is a very 
retiring bird during the breeding season, and the nest often requires
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a great deal of searching. It dogs not present quite such a neat 

appearance as that of some other finches, but is very ingeniously 

formed with a sort of platform of birch or hornbeam twigs, with a 

lining made of very fine roots. 
The hawfinch is even more wary and shy than the bullfinch. It 

is really a very numerous species, and a great many nests are to be 

found every year in and close to Epping Forest. The wood is noted 

for hornbeams, the seeds of which form its favourite food. Yet 

when taken in hard weather it has several times been brought to 

me as a strange bird by persons tolerably familiar with the ordinary 

birds of the neighbourhood. The nest is. often built quite regardless 

of concealment in a half-rotien thorn, or in a fir-tree. More often 

in Epping Forest it may be found.at the top of- one of the many 

pollard hornbeams. .Ié-is rather loosely constructed of dry twigs 

and moss lined with softer ‘substances, such ‘as -hair, feathers, or 

vegetable fibre. “The -eggs vary greatly in their markings, so that 

the bird should if possible be identified by the collector. 

When searching among woodlands or the undergrowth of shrub- 
beries there is an interesting bird to be looked for, which although it 

does not actually build in hedge or bush may be fittingly mentioned 
here. I refer of course to the nightingale. Listening to it at night 

one can easily tell that it loves to haunt the underwood at moist 

places, where the grubs on which it mostly feeds are plentiful. 

Nightingales are, however, very capricious in the choice of localities, 

and there is no bird about the identification of which you should be 
more particular. At the same time it is a mere act of folly to be 
incredulous about the bird’s presence merely because you have read 
in a book that it does not visit a certain district. .For example, 
some authorities say that it-is not found in the eastern counties 
more than five miles north of the city of York. This-is not true. 
The bird nests, and that not very rarely, in Northumberland. A 
friend of mine, well known as a most accurate observer, has heard 
the nightingale singing, seen the birds, and found the nest with 
eggs in his shrubbery, not more than fourteen miles south of 
Berwick-on-Tweed. And that was not an isolated appearance. 
Many naturalists are sceptical, however, because people are con- 
stantly mistaking the song of other birds, notably the song-thrush’s, 
for that of the nightingale. Hence if you fancy you recognise it in 
a district to which it is said not to come spare no pains to find the 
nest, and so afford convincing proof of being right. Quite close 
to London, in Epping Forest for example, there is no difficulty



  

  

  
28.—Nesr or rue NIGHTINGALE 
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about the matter, for birds have arrived in vastly increased numbers 
during recent years. 

The nest is nota marvel of construction, and yet is not very easily 
found—it being generally placed close to the ground, and well con- 
cealed with growing herbage. You may approach it very closely 
without its catching your attention, for it is built of rubbish found 
in a wood; and may be taken for a mere accumulation of last year’s 
witherings. The nightingale collects for her purpose rotten oak 

leaves, dry rushes, withered grass, and allied substances, working 
them into a deep but rather careless nest. 

From four to six eggs of a reddish-brown colour are laid, and 
the time to seek for them is in May, as cock birds arrive in this 

country about the middle of April, and the hens follow about a 
fortnight afterwards. When song, nest, and eggs all accord with 

this description there need be no doubt about the species. It is very 
common to see young birds in places where nightingales abound, 
and the old birds are very loving and vigilant parents. 

You may have read stories of a thorn being always placed in 

nightingales’ nests, and of the singer leaning his breast on one when 
giving forth his ‘most musical, most melancholy’ song; but these 
and a hundred other traditions have no basis in actual fact, as the 

birds’-nester will soon discover for himself. 
On wild moorland, on wastes and commons, and sometimes 

quite close at hand in the shape of a fox cover, there are gorse 
bushes that about birds’-nesting time look like masses of gold. It is 
pleasant to ramble among them for their own sake, but they are 

also chosen by several birds as favourite nesting places. The best 
known of these is the linnet, so familiar in Scotland and in Scotch 

poetry as the lintie. You will hear country people talk of the ‘red 
linnet,’ the ‘grey linnet,’ and the ‘ brown linnet’ as if they were 
three different birds, and some rather foolishly say the grey linnet 
is the finest songster. But the names refer to the same bird. Usually 
the nest is placed in the middle of a thick bush—I have found one 

close to a fox’s den while waiting for the cubs to come out, in the 

heart of a gorse cover. It is somewhat uncomfortable to march 

through whins however, and the easiest way is to search the 

detached clumps. The cock bird is so fond of perching and whist- 

ling on a bush there is no difficulty about knowing where to seek. 

Very similar to the linnet in colour, shape, and habits, is the 

twite, whose nest may generally be found in the same locality, 

though it nests in hedges or trees more freely than the linnet. I
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have not troubled you with the scientific names of birds so far, but 

there is a special reason for doing so here. The term twite is often 

inaccurately given to several very different birds. It is here applied 

to what some call the mountain linnet, the Linota Flavirosiris of 

Linneus. 

That pretty lively little bird, the Dartford warbler, generally 

chooses a site among the gorse, and its nest is rather difficult 

to find. In the midland and northern counties it occurs very 

rarely or not at all. In very much the same sort of place you 

have a good chance of finding the nest of a much more widely dis- 

seminated species, the greater whitethroat. It is usually called 

merely the whitethroat, the word ‘greater’ being added to dis- 

tinguish it from the lesser whitethroat, but the nest of this latter 

must be searched for along the brambly hedgerows of the wayside. 

Little birds I think vary much more than those of larger size in the 

choice of spots whereon to build, and it would be unwise to seek 

for them only in the places indicated. Search among the nettles, 

thistles, and other tall plants, and above all keep a sharp look-out on 

the birds. You will soon discover from its nervous agitation and. 

its reluctance to leave the spot, whether a bird that has flown up 

from the ground has or has not risen from the nest. 

Two little birds may be mentioned here, because their nestlings 

have long been prized—the siskin and the red-poll. Properly 

speaking they are migrants who come here in autumn to escape 

from the bitter cold farther north, and a vast majority fly back to 

their old quarters as soon as the weather grows mild again. Some, 

however, remain to breed in Scotland, and in most of the northern 

counties of England. There are two common kinds of red-poll, the 

mealy red-poll and the lesser red-poll. In habit they are almost 

identical, and during winter flocks of siskins and red-polls are very 

frequently seen together. During the breeding season, when they 
breed here ait all, the red-polls are fond of such trees as the willow, 

birch, and alder, and their nests, generally built low down in a bush, 

are to be sought for in coppices, underwoods, and bushes growing 

near a stream. The siskin, though it has been known to breed in 

this country, has done so very rarely, and probably you will seek its 

nest in vain. 
Tf you find a nest of one of these species, or of any other 

which is either very rare, or whose breeding in this country is 

regarded as doubtiul, a very good plan is to carry home an egg or 

two, and place it under a brooding canary. In that way the species
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may be ascertained beyond the admission of a doubt, and if the 
experiment be successful the result will be a welcome addition to 
the number of your pets. 

It will be understood that no attempt is here made to give an 
exhaustive list of the birds that nest in bush and hedgerow. To do 
so would really be almost impossible, and would certainly be mis- 
leading, as birds do not follow any uniform law, but choose their 

homes according to the nature of the surroundings. All that can 

be done is to indicate the kinds that may be searched for with a fair 

prospect of success, and let the birds’-nester amptify the catalogue 

for himself. 

Tue CucKxoo’s Eccs 

When you want to find the egg of the cuckoo, it will be far more 

amusing to work out a systematic plan than to depend on luck or 

chance. Begin by choosing a place to which this bird resorts. It 

likes grassy meadows with plenty of trees round-them, or a fox 

  

Fie. 29.—Tur Cuckoo 

cover half surrounded as it often is with quiet’ plantations, or a 

sheltered sunny valley among low hills. The last mentioned is 
most suitable for your purpose. To take a few examples, cuckoos 

are very abundant during the season in many green declivities of 

the Cotswolds, the Wiltshire Downs, the Malverns, the Yorkshire
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Wolds, and the Cheviots. It is not difficult to find an egg where 
there are comparatively few sites for birds’ nests. A stream runs 
down the middle, a dry stone wall divides the moor, there are a few 
banks and bushes, perhaps a bit of scrubby hawthorn hedge. 

You know of course that the egg of the cuckoo is placed in that 
-of another bird. Now in such a position as I have roughly 
indicated, there are not so very many nests but that by diligent 
search you may find out all or nearly all. Special care ought to be 
taken to note those which there is any likelihood of the cuckoo 
choosing for her purpose. That means nearly every nest in the 
dale. There are no fewer than seventy-eight species on which 
Madam Cuckoo has conferred the privilege of rearing her offspring. 
But her first preference is for the hedge-sparrow, and her second 
for the pied wagtail or the titlark, and then come a number of small 
birds, selected according to the nature of the locality. Now, where 
every possible site for a nest may be searched, you may beforehand 

  

Fie. 30.—Cucxoo’s Ece « Fie. 31—Henan-Srarrow’s 
Ree Eee 

find out exactly where each pair of birds is building, which nests 
contain an egg or more, and on which incubation has begun. Care- 
fully, once at least every day, you should slip quietly round in a 

manner to cause as little disturbance as possible, and note what 
progress has been made. 

If cuckoos are plentiful it is quite certain that an egg will have 
been deposited in one of the nests. The great difficulty lies in dis- 
tinguishing it. Very few hen birds lay more than one egg in a 
day, and in many cases there are blank days before the clutch is 
completed, so if one afternoon you find four eggs in a nest which on 
the previous day contained only two, you may suspect that the 

cuckoo has been there. 
How will the cuckoo’s eggs be identified? This is a very 

important question. First the size should be taken into account. 

The cuckoo lays a very small egg, but still it is generally a little 

-larger than those beside which it is placed. Of the species 
s
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mentioned, the eggs of the hedge-sparrow and titlark are very 
nearly of a size, those of the pied wagtail slightly bigger. But the 
average egg of the cuckoo is quite perceptibly larger than any 
of them. So that this in itself will afford a clue, only it has to be 
remembered that the cuckoo sometimes lays an egg smaller than 
the largest specimens taken from the nests of the wagtail, pipit, or 
dunnock. The markings next must be taken into account. But 
in this respect the eggs of birds greatly vary. In the case of the 
hedge-sparrow, however, this objection does not apply. Naturalists 
do indeed assert that the cuckoo can lay a blue egg, but this occurs 
so seldom that in practical birds’-nesting the possibility may be left 
out of account. If in a hedge-sparrow’s nest you find four blue 
eggs without spot or marking, and another of a grey white colour 
with darker markings and a little larger than the others, it has 
certainly been laid by the cuckoo. After discovering one in a hedge- 
sparrow’s nest, you will not find it difficult to identify the cuckoo’s 
egg elsewhere. 

No doubt you would like to see the euckoo actually place the 

egg there, and with great patience you may succeed in doing so. 
The first point is to keep the hens well under observation. Cock 
birds are very easily seen, since they are showy, restless, noisy 
creatures, ever flying from one tree to another, and giving out their 
clear familiar cry. But the females are shy and quiet. There is 
no difficulty in recognising them, however, as they are exactly like 

the males, except that they are hardly so big. Much of their time 

is spent lurking by the roots of trees, the sides of plantations and 

covers, and similar places. By keeping an eye on any one you 

chance to meet, it is just possible that she may be seen laying 

her egg on the ground and taking it up in her bill to deposit it in 
some nest chosen forthe purpose. Yet she is so wary that you need 

not feel greatly disappointed if after much patient watching you 
fail at last to witness this interesting process. 

One thing may quite easily be done nevertheless. This is to 
watch the development of the egg thus placed in a stranger’s nest. 

The chick does not conduct itself with the modesty of a guest, but 
on the contrary, almost as soon as it is out of the egg begins trying 
to hoist its foster brothers and sisters out of the nest by getting its 
shoulders under them. When it has succeeded in doing so it settles 

down to enjoy the unshared attention of the old birds, whose true 
offspring have been so cruelly treated. 

Altogether one cannot admire the moral character of the cuckoo. 
E
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The parent birds never pair, and have not the slightest notion of 

love or constancy. When the hen has popped her egg into any 

convenient nest, she gives herself no further trouble about it, and 

makes no attempt to feed or train her own child. As to this monster 

it begins life by a desperate murder, and makes the bereaved 

dunnocks feed it long after it should be working for itself. 

  

Fre. 82. —T'uz Cuckoo anp 11s Fostrr Brorugrs 

You doubtless have noticed how like a cuckoo is to a hawk both 
in flight and feathers. Whether the small birds take it for one or 
are intent on taking revenge for the injury it does to their homes, 
one may often see them mobbing and snubbing it. And really when 

one thinks of the euckoo’s many iniquities, the only possible verdict 
is ‘If serves him right.’ 

Nests IN RABBIT-HOLES 

One might imagine that nests built in or on the ground would 
be the easiest of any to discover, since they must lie within reach, 

and have not the protection of height. The task is not quite so



% 

  

    

33.—A Smart Foster Morusr



 



BIRDS’.-NESTING 58 

easy as it appears, however, but as it necessitates plenty of walking 
and exercise is full of amusement. Some birds that you would 
hardly expect to do so in certain localities choose a very lowly site 
for their home. For instance, in wild hilly ground, where there are 
no trees or old ruins, the jackdaw, which usually prefers a very lofty 
home, does not disdain to make its nest in a rabbit burrow. I 
know a place among the Cheviots where a colony has done so for 
many years. They are rather stupid too, for they convey a great 
deal of useless lumber to these holes where it is not needed. Did 
you ever see a jackdaw carrying a stick to its nest? Ié holds it 
by the middle and sometimes gets into a state of comical perturba- 
tion because the twig so held bars its entrance to the hole. This 
may often be seen where the nests are in rabbit-holes, 

Still more frequently the stock-dove chooses an old rabbit burrow 
for its nest, and seems to do so out of preference, because such nests 
are to be met with in places where there are trees in abundance. 
Generally the nests are so far in as to be just out of reach of a boy’s 
arm. On warrens where the furze bushes are close and thick the 
stock-dove occasionally nests on the bare ground where it is sheltered 
by whin. The bird, indeed, chooses a great variety of positions: The 
starling, too, which owing to its vast increase of numbers is often 
in great straits to find a nesting-place, is compelled sometimes to 
do the best it can with a rabbit burrow. In searching old rabbit- 
holes you may also now and then come upon the nest of an eccentric 
owl, this bird, in default of a better situation, sometimes building 
there. ‘ 

But it is at the sea-side that one finds the old rabbit-holes most 
systematically chosen for nesting purposes. Rabbits like the sea-side. 
On the rocky coast of Anglesey, and in the Orkneys, indeed almost 
anywhere if the burrows are close to the shore, rabbits may be seen 
when the tide is back, far out among the rocks. It is rather good 
fun to chase them back with a terrier or spaniel. In Orkney I have 
often found the storm petrel in possession of an old burrow. It 
builds a careful nest and the hen lays only one white egg. The 
nests are not very difficult to find if you happen to be in the right 
district, bué the storm petrel is capricious in its choice of locality, and 
there are many apparently suitable parts of the coast where you 
might seek for them in vain. Like many other sea birds it sits very 
close, so close it may be lifted out of its nest, and on being touched 
discharges an oil that ishighly prized. The ear and the nostril soon
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warn you of the vicinity of a storm petrel’s nest, for the bird is ever 
chattering, and its home has a rank odour. 

In Orkney, too, the sheldrake is fairly common. As it breeds 
in most of the counties on the east coast no great difficulty is ex- 
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_ perienced in finding the nest, which of all those placed in rabbit-holes 
is the most perfectly finished, being rather rough outside, with dry 
grass and bent twigs, but beautifully lmed with soft down. The 
bird is very cunning, and tries many tricks to wile the searcher away 
from its home.
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The ash-coloured solitary egg of the puffin is another that in 
various parts of the coast may be found within a rabbit-hole. One 
can hardly say the nest is there, for the puffin does not take the 
trouble to make one, but is content to sit on the bare ground. Some- 
times the puffins wage war on the rabbits of a warren, and by 
means of their strong beaks are generally successful in expelling the 
rightful owners from their homes. Where there are no rabbits 
the puffins dig a hole for themselves. 

  
Fic. 35.—Porrins anp Rappits 

On the dry level heaths of Suffolk, which are mostly utilised as 
extensive rabbit warrens, and in similar positions elsewhere in the 
kingdom, you will often find the shy and handsome wheat-ear in 
possession of an old burrow. Remember, however, that it has no 
special prepossession for the, rabbits’ hole, but will take advantage 
of any opening or even a cavity under a stone or large clod. It 
gathers a great lot of dry vegetation, but does not weave it carefully
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and the nest is easily found either by noticing the refuse at the 
hole mouth or watching the movements of the hen bird. It lays 

generally five, but sometimes as many as eight, eggs of a light-blue 

colour. 
These are the chief of the birds that breed in rabbit-holes. In 

searching for them bear in mind that no great preference is given to 
the hole of a rabbit. Any other cavity or opening in the rocks that 

is suitable is taken advantage of, and so in searching for nests it is 

necessary to look wherever you think it possible that one might 

be placed. In searching rabbit-holes it will happen that the nests 
of birds not mentioned here will be found, for not uncommonly 

individuals of various species depart from the general custom and 

take advantage of these convenient openings. 

NESTs ON THE GROUND 

On going out to look for plovers’ eggs it will be discovered that a 

nest placed on the bare ground is by no means so easily observed 
as might be expected. Pewits are still very numerous, though the 
quantity of eggs taken every spring, and the number of birds shot 

for the table every autumn and winter, must sooner or later make 
the species scarce. At present, however, when you walk over moor- 

land or fallow in early spring, the noise made by the birds and their 
swooping flight almost close to your face tell at once where the 
nests are. To find them, nevertheless, isnosimple matter to one un- 

accustomed to it. A few pieces of withered grass or dry bents are 
not easily noticed, and the eggs with their dark blotches are far 

from being conspicuous. By either of two methods, however, they 
may be found with certainty. The more laborious is to quarter the 
ground very patiently. You walk up and down, as you go, in your 
mind mapping out the field in small sections, each of which is 
searched by the eye as you pass through it. The great object is not 
to let your attention rove, but to concentrate it on a very small 
space at a time. I like the other plan better, because it depends 
less on patient work than on accurate observation. On entering a 
field you watch the exact spot from which a lapwing rises, and mark- 
ing it as a beater marks a shot pheasant, walk up to it. When the 
pewit is sitting close, she cowers to escape your notice, or then with 
trailing wing makes a pretence of lameness to entice you into a 
chase, and thus distract attention from her brood. The long-legged
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grey-coloured chicks are also very cunning and clever. They are 
wonderfully quick to take advantage of the slightest concealment; 
and when they can do nothing better cower among the stones com- 

mon on upland fields, and at a little distance the keenest eye cannot 
tell a bird from a stone, so much do the two resemble one another. 

The mother pewit and the father are very brave and plucky. When 

one of those black marauders, an old rook or a carrion crow, sneaks 

into the field on the prowl for eggs or birds, you may see a delightful 

exhibition of natural falconry. The lapwings are splendid fliers, 

  

  

Fic. 86.—Tue Lapwine’s Nest 

and rising above the intruder they ‘stoop’ at him in magnificent 

style. He, knowing himself to be outmatched, when escape by direct 

flight is impossible, dodges their blows as well as he can till it is 

possible to get among the branches of the nearest tree or bush. 

It shows how ridiculous a thing fashion is when plovers’ eggs are 

sold at an average price of about fifteen shillings a dozen, and 

pheasants’ eggs may be had for threepence a piece. Any competent 

judge will admit that the eggs of game birds are the more delicious, 

and those who produce them for rearing would very willingly sell 

them for the table.
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The ringed plover or stonehatch does not stray very often or very 

far from the sea-side. It scoops out a hollow in the sand for its nest, 

and sometimes lines it with tiny stones not bigger than gray peas, 

and that is its only preparztion for breeding. The eggs are cream- 

coloured with blue and black spots and streaks, and usually about 

four in number. 

  

Fic. 37.— Eces or Rincep Proven 

Among the mossy uplands of the northern counties of England 
and in Scotland there will be no difficulty in obtaining the eggs of 

the golden plover—a species very much thinned further south. It 

hardly makes. any nest at all, but the hen lays her eggs on the bare 
heath in a slight indentation. 

You are likely to quarrel with the keeper if you go birds’-nesting 
when there is a certainty of finding the eggs of game birds, so it will 
be prudent to avoid preserves during the breeding season. But the 
pheasant is of such a roving disposition that no one can wander 
niuch in the fields without coming across a nest. The pheasant is 
by no means very particular in its choice, and if ariver flows past 
the plantation reserved for breeding will often fly across, and build 
in a wayside bed of nettles or the growth in a field corner. When
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a nest is discovered in such a position it is generally best to tell the 
keeper that he may recover the eggs and have them hatched out by 
barn-door fowls. Otherwise they are merely a temptation to the 
egg-thief. 

  
Tic. 88.--Tur Purasanr’s Nest 

The country proverb says ‘ partridges follow corn,’ meaning that 
the bird increases as landis brought under the plough, and wherever 
the land is well cultivated no difficulty will be experienced in finding 

the nest of this bird. It is a very slight construction formed of dead 

oak leaves or similar material. Partridees love the highway, where 

they may often be seen dusting themselves in summer, and a few 
nest among the rank herbage of the wayside. This is the most 

convenient place to seek for them. No birds are more faithful and
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brave. The hen will sit almost till you trample on her, and some- 

times will allow herself to be lifted and patted without running away. 

Than. the grey little nestlings, I know of no more charming birds in 

England. Lie concealed to watch them running and feeding with 

their parents, and I am sure you will fully agree with the opinion. 

The red-legged partridge or ‘Frenchman’ does not differ very 

much in its nesting habits from the ordinary English breed, though 

it is more given to frequenting high upland country and woodland, 

The eggs vary a good deal, but generally have more of a reddish tint 

than the others. 

Among the birds which involve an interesting search before the 

eggs are found is the landrail or corn crake. Its harsh cry is one of 

  

Fie. 39.—Tue Corn Craxn’s Nest 

the most familiar announcements of spring, and on that account 

very welcome. When heard in mid-April it often seems to come 
from places where the grass is hardly long enough for cover, and 

many a race I dare say you have had to find the hidden minstrel. 
But though the corn crake has excellent wings, it trusts mostly to 

its clever cunning method of dodging and its long legs, so that when 
there is little cover one cannot always obtain a view of it. The 
favourite place for its nest is in the middle of a clover field, where 

you cannot go to seek it, When the grass is being cut it is not
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‘unusual for the nest to be laid bare, and more than once I have seen 

a bird with its lees cut clean off by a scythe, or killed by a grass- 

cutting machine, for it sits very close, and will not rise till compelled 

to. If you wish to hunt for its nest without damaging the crop, 

choose one of those small plantations standing out among the 

fields, where there is an undergrowth of grass or nettles. The 

crake likes such a position, and its voice may often be heard from 

it, especially in the early part of the season. It makes a very 

simple nest of dry grass and twigs. The eggs are pale with a tinge 

of red, and grey and reddish speckles—usually about seven in 
number. ; 

There are several other crakes the eggs of which are more 

valuable than those of the landrail, because the birds are somewhat 

scarce. The least so is the spotted crake. It frequents marshy 

places, and its nest is often found close to wet ground near a tuft of 
rushes, or a grass tussock. It is built of sedges and other water 

plants, and has a soft lining. The eggs are tinged as if with ochre, 

and are speckled with a reddish brown. 

Baillon’s crake has been known to nest in Norfolk, but is so 

great a rarity it hardly demands more than passing notice in a 

chapter about common English birds and their nests. 
Some years ago it was considered a wonderful thing to obtain 

the eggs of the woodcock, for it is one of our winter visitors, and 
comes hither only to escape the hardships of the far north. But 
since covers and plantations came to be so general, the numbers 

that remain here to breed have greatly increased. You know, per- 

haps, that the bird seeks its food by night, and all day sits concealed 

in a thick evergreen. In searching for an old bird keep thinking of 
its dark shining eye; but for that it would many a time be un- 
noticed. The nest is a mere hollow scraped out among dead leaves, 

not necessarily near a bush, and the eggs, usually four in number, 

are rather white, with red and brown specks and blotches. When 
you find a nest, look out for the table of moss on which worms for 
the young are laid. The woodcock, when alarmed, has an interest- 
ing habit of carrying off a poult in her claws, and you will find it 
amusing to try and discover exactly how this is done. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that the woodcock, as its name 
implies, is a bird of the woodlands. You might almost take it for 
an owl as it dodges away among the trees on being disturbed in 
daytime. The common snipe, an equal or even a greater favourite 
with the sportsman, comes down to the ditches and low marshes in
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hard weather, but during the breeding season it retires to the up- 
land moors of Scotland and the level fens of Lincolnshire and Nor- 
folk. It builds sometimes in a slight depression on open ground, 
sometimes close to a tussock or plot of rushes. Usually the eggs 
are four in number, and rather white, with brown spots. You may 

generally know that a nest is near if the cock bird, while it is soar- 
ing high up in the air, makes that curious sound which, in some 

localities, has earned for it the name of heather-bleater. The great 
majority of even the common snipe go away at the breeding season, 

and the jacksnipe is a winter visitoy only. 

  

‘|     
  

  

Fie. 41.—Tur Woopcock 

When fishing in mountain streams, it will be pleasant sometimes 

to end the day or begin it with birds’-nesting. On such occasions, 

the eggs of the snipe will be found without difficulty, and naturally 

you will also desire to find the home of the grouse. So early, and 

in such exposed situations, does the bird make its home, that it is 

not uncominon for many nests and some young broods to be caught 

in the drift of a late mountain snowstorm and destroyed. There 

are two species—black grouse and red grouse. The latter is the 

more common, and is the bird sportsmen go out to shoot on
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August 12. The grouse likes a sunny ‘knowe,’ and usually makes 
its nest of dry grass and heathor-stems close to a heathy clump. 
From eight or nine to nearly double tliat number of eggs are laid, 
and the ‘kok, kok, kok’ of the male bird is a seldom-failing indica- 
tion that his mate is sitting at no great distance. The nest of the 
black grouse must be sought for in closer proximity to plantations. 
The eggs are a size larger, and the ground colour has more of a 
yellow tint.than is the case with those of the red grouse. But 
to make quite sure of their identity it is best to wait for a 
view of the parent bird, in regard to which there need be no 
mistake. 

Considering their usual habits, it is somewhat strange that birds 
of prey should in several cases make a lowly nest on the ground. 
When in moorland districts it will be worth your while to look out 
for the eggs of the merlin. It hardly makes any nest-at all, but 
deposits its eggs sometimes on the bare heath, and sometimes on a 
cliff or a cleft in some half-blasted mountain tree. They are pretty 
eges, but variable in their marking, the ground colour being light, 
and with blotches of bright and vivid tint. 

There are two ‘ harriers,’ whose eggs are nowadays rare, though 
once common enough in England. Partly, no doubt, this is due to 
the reclamation of waste land, but still more so to the greed of 
collectors and bird-stuffers. The hen-harrier used to nest in Har- 
row Bog and a gully called the Henhole in the Cheviots. No 
plough ever has come or is ever likely to come near these places. 
tt has disappeared, because the birds have been shot and the eggs 
taken for specimens. The marsh-harrier used to abound in the 
Fen country, so that possibly its virtual extinction may be due to 
drainage. Should you find the nest of either, I hope you will 
either wholly forego the pleasure of increasing your collection, or 
then rigidly confine yourself to the abstraction of a single egg, 
keeping the secret of where you found it to yourself. If you ramble 
across the moorlands, and surely you will never find a healthier or 
pleasanter amusement, it is not at all impossible that you will find 
one or other of the nests, for to any place where a hawk has been 
«nother pair may come any season from another county. 

There are many small birds which nest on the ground, and 
whose eggs it is pleasant to seek. Chief of these is our national 
songster, the familiar lark. A poet has, in the following often- 
quoted words, most accurately described the skylark’s nest: 

: F2
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The daisied lea he loves, where tufts of grass 

Luxuriant crown the ridge; there, with his mate, 

He founds their lowly house, of withered bents 

And coarsest speargrass: next, the inner work 

With finer and still finer fibres lays, 

Rounding it curious with his speckled breast. 

Four or five eggs, white in ground colour, but greatly speckled 

and blotched with brown, are laid in this nest, which is an easy one 

  

Fic. 43.—A Sxynarn’s Nast 

to find. The woodlark is rather smaller than the skylark, which it 
otherwise resembles. It is said to mount and sing, but those I have 

seen did not do so. From a perch on the trees, however, you may 

hear it whistling. Very often the nest may be found in the grass 

or other herbage near a tree or bush in a plantation, but the bird 

also builds in the open, in a clump of heather or tall bent. The 

eges show a clearer white and a brighter brown than those of the 

first-mentioned species. Several other larks are included in the 

catalogue of British birds, but they are not known to nest in this 

country. 

The word titlark is variously applied to several birds, according:
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to the usage of the district, but it usualy refers to the meadow- 

pipit, and is so employed in this book. It makes a pretty hair- 

lined nest, if possible in a hole in a bank or the steep side of a ditch, 

and, when such a position is not available, in the open ground. 

The eggs vary considerably, but, in most cases, show a ground 

colour of white, almost concealed by brown markings. 

    
Fie. 44.._Turm Mravow-Prerr’s Nest 

Two other pipits there are whose eggs the young collector may 

desire to have, viz. the tree-pipit and the rock-pipit. As its name 

implies, the former haunts plantations, but it nests on the ground, 

usually under the shelter of a tall plant or bush, and lays four or 

five eggs, remarkable for nothing more than the extent to which 

they vary in appearance ; a ground of white with brown markings
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is very frequent, however. “The rock-pipit frequents the seaside. 

Out of dry grass and seaweed, with a lining of hair, it makes a nest 

in some cosy nook beside a stone or under a tuft of grass, sometimes 

even on a cliff, and lays four or five eggs, nearly as variable 

as those of the tree-pipit, the prevalent colours being grey or 

brown. 
Among the buntings, the most familiar is the yellowhammer, in 

Scotland ‘galled the yellow yity, or yellow yorline. If you have 

read one of the pleasantest fairy tales ever written, you know that 

when Kilmeny went up the glen, ‘it was only to hear the yorline 

syng.’ The yorline nests ina great variety of places, but its favourite 

position is a hole,in some grassy bank, where it builds its not very 

elaborate nest. It is difficult and hardly needful to describe the 

eggs, as the parent birds are so conspicuous and easily identified. 

The ground colour is pale, with sometimes a pink suffusion, and 

the markings inclining almost to black.- The reed-bunting is only 

the proper name for the reed-sparrow, of which something has already 

been said.- Late in May or June you may find the nest of the com- 

mon or corn bunting amid the rank herbage of the wayside, or at the 
foot of a briar or bramble bush, but it builds more frequently among 

peas or clover. It lays four or five eggs, grey, with very dark mark- 
ings. The snow-bunting has been known to nest in Scotland, high 

up among the Grampians, and in other wild situations, but is so 

_rare in this country that only by chance can you hope to obtain a 

specimen. 

One of the earliest birds of spring is the chiffchaff, with whose 
monotonous but welcome cry every dweller in the country is faimi- 
liar. As may readily be observed, it haunts copses and plantations, 

and is particularly fond of old elm-trees. It usually builds on the 

ground a pretty domed nest, with an opening at the side, and one 

may easily watch it carrying grass and moss and feathers for the 

purpose. The place chosen is generally where the ground is over- 
grown with grass or fern, and under the shelter of a tree. Some- 

times, however, -you may find .it.in-a hedgebank or the ivy of an 

old wall. Six eggs are laid. They are in colour very white, with 

brown or grey speckles. 
On returning from a ramble among the hills, when crossing a 

wide moor or common at dusk, just when the bright golden flowers 
of the broom and gorse are, in departing light, fading into a darker 

bronze, you have often, I dare say, watched the hawklike flight of 

the nightjar or goatsucker, as it hunts its insect prey, and listened



  
Fic. 45.—Tur Common Buntine’s Nest
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to the churr-rr-ing ery with which its lovemaking is conducted. It 
loves a waste place round which plantations run, and where wide 
stretches of fern and bracken alternate with whin and heather. 
The bird makes no nest at all, but drops its two eggs on a hollow 

  

  

Fie. 46.--Tue NicHtsar 

place in the ground, usually near the shadow of a tree. They 
are pretty eggs, with a ground colour of white, and brown and 
grey markings. In southern counties the nightjar is more common 
than further north, yet it is by no means a stranger on Northum: 
brian moors. 

Another bird of ‘the moorlands is the dotterel, but it has become 

so very scarce in England as hardly to come within the birds’- 
nester’s sphere. A nest is said to be occasionally found on the 
Cheviots and on the mountains of Cumberland and Westmoreland, 
but I fear you would find it in vain to search for one. The dotterel 
builds a mossy nest in a very high situation, and lays three eggs, 
grey with brown markings. 

More easily obtained is the brown spotted olive green egg of the 
curlew, so familiar on our shores during the breeding season. In 
Scotland it is called a whaup, and of all the cries heard about the 

mountains towards evening, I think its is the dreariest. The nestis 
not difficult to find. On the very wet Derby Day of 1890 I came 
‘on one amid the hills just over against. Loch Ard.. It consisted of 
some dry vegetable fibre carelessly put together in’ a tuft of grass. 
This was rather late in the season, as the female usually begins to
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sit in April. Those who are fond of angling in hill-streams are 
very likely in their walks to and fro to meet with a nest. 

_ The interesting nest of the eider duck is not found in the south 
or west of England, but may be seen without much difficulty by 
any boy in Northumberland or the counties on the Firth of Forth. 
Itis generally found near the sea—the Farne Islands are a favourite 
resort—but occasionally it has been obtained some distance inland, 
where the bird chooses a situation among strong heather or under 
the shelter of a bush. At first the nest is composed only of fine sea- 
weed, but after the hen has sat for a time she begins to pluck the 
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Fie. 47.—Tur Emer Duck’s Nest 

down from her breast, and form a warm inside lining that covers the 

eggs up altogether. This is very valuable, and in Iceland and other 

northern countries, where the birds are numerous, they are strictly 

preserved for the sake of it. The egg is pale green in coiour, and is 
prized for the table. 

The tufted duck is another species the eggs of which may be 
obtained in certain localities. It is a winter visitor, but a few 
remain to breed in certain localities, particularly in Nottingham- 
shire, where eggs may be obtained. 

In the same way pairs of teal, the smallest of our ducks, remain 

to breed in the counties of Devon and Somerset, Hampshire, Sussex
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and Kent, Norfolk and the northern counties. The nest should be 

sought in bogs and marshes, or where rushes grow. Sometimes it 

has been known to contain as many as fifteen white eggs, occasion- 

ally inclining towards a brown colour. 
The shoveller, or spoon-bill duck, at one time bred freely in various 

parts of East Anglia and other districts, but has now become rare. 

The nest is made of fine grass, often on anisland and seldom far 

from the coast. Like the eider duck the female shoveller plucks 
off her down to wrap the eggs, sometimes as many as fourteen in 

number, and of a greenish dun shade. You may notice in the 
illustration how the white markings on the male bird resemble the 

gleam of the white stones amongst which he sits, and how the colour 

of the female seems to merge into that of her surroundings. They 

provide a fine example of protective colouration. 

On commons and heaths where the gorse blooms at birds’-nesting 
time there are two birds whose homes it is delightful to seek. The 
stonechat and the whinchat are not at all lurking or hiding birds, 
and are to be seen quite easily by anyone rambling over their 
  

  

  

Fie. 48.—Tur StonrcHar 

haunts. The stonechat is the smaller of the two, and as it flies 
appears an obviously darker bird than the other. It nests rather 
early, and usually chooses a sheltered place at the roots of a bush. 
It makes a pretty home lined with hair and feathers, and an outside 
of the dried vegetable refuse found on heaths, The whinchat often



  
Fic. 49.—A Parr or SHovELLERS



 



BIRDS'-NESTING U7 

chooses an exactly similar locality, though it will sometimés build 
not under, but in the bush, or in the middle of a cornfield. The 

eggs are very much like those of the stonechat, being of a pale pure 

blue, while those of the latter are blue with a greenish tinge. Both 

are at times dotted with brown. 

Tue. Sea-SHore 

The most dangerous part of bird’s-nesting is undoubtedly the 

collection of the eggs of sea-birds, the great majority of which lay 
their eggs on the ground or on steep cliffs. It would be easy to 
describe some of the operations by which they are reached, but the 
result of doing so would probably be to tempt some inexperienced 

beginner into peril. You may see boys who have been born near a 

rocky shore doing with ease and confidence feats of climbing with 
or without a rope, that make you think the work rather easy. But 
probably they have tried such things from infancy. The only safe 

plan for a beginner is to look out for an experienced companion, 

and abstain from any solitary collection. It requires some nerve 
even to let oneself be dangled at the end of a rope to rob the nests 
of pigeons that haunt the rocky banks or ‘scaurs’ of the Jed and 
some other Border streams, but much more to go over the side of a 
Caithness cliff, with a wild sea boiling down below. Some eggs are 
to be obtained quite easily, however. In mentioning a few of the 
more common, it should be distinctly understood that I recommend 

young inland bred boys not to climb, or if they will do so, to have 
trustworthy companions. 

Should you happen to be near any of the islands that fringe 

the coast of Great Britain very interesting birds’-nesting may be 

obtained. In my own experience, there are none richer than the 

Farne Isles. If you have read the history of Grace Darling, you 
know they lie off the coast of Northumberland, between Belford and 
Bamborough. The birds are, very properly, protected but you may 
see the nests and eggs, though you may not take them. The Orkney 
and Shetland Islands and the Hebrides are rich in bird life. So, 

indeed, is every other group of islands, and when luck sends you on a 
visit to any of these, you may with safety prepare for this amuse- 
iment. 

‘Let us start with some of the birds grown familiar to you in all 
likelihood during summer holidays spent at the seaside. There is-
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the gannet or Solan goose, so often watched when he is fishing. He 

comes sailing along on his broad white pinions, far above the 

waves of a tranquil summer sea, then suddenly stops, and begins 

to fall like a stone down to the blue water, into which he falls with 

a splash, emerging victoriously a moment after with a fish in his 

mouth. Many a long afternoon I have watched them doing so 

from the litile eminence above Brodick Bay in Arran, and never 

did I see the bird miss his mark. 

Our early ancestors must have watched the same operation 

with pleasure, for in the ‘ Saxon Chronicle,’ the sea, in allusion to 

this habit, is called the ‘Ganet bath.’ The only place in England 

where eggs are to be found is on Lundy Island. In Scotland 

gannets resort for breeding purposes to the famous Bass Rock, near 

North Berwick, to Ailsa Craig, and two or three places in the 

Orkneys. Where they are not disturbed, they build fearlessly within 

easy reach on the bare rock, but as young Solan goose has long been 

reckoned a tit-bit for a Scotch dinner, many are taken for this 

purpose, and when this is done, the parents move their habitation 

to the wnclimbable rocks. They make a large nest out of seaweed 

and any miscellaneous rubbish that comes handy, and lay one egg, 

white, with a bluish tinge. It is interesting to note the gradual 

transformation of the nestling, which, when hatched, is the ugliest 

and most shapeless little creature conceivable. 

The black greedy cormorant, to be seen rocking lazily above the 
water, or rising awkwardly and skimming it with heavy flapping 

wings, in some places chooses to rest on the tree-tops, but in others 

does not even trouble to go up the high cliffs, and constructs his 
nest on some low rock in proximity to the sea. The female lays 
from three to six eggs, white with a faint blue tinge. You will not 

find it difficult to obtain one without climbing. The cormorant, 

despite its appearance, is a very intelligent bird, and has frequently 

been tamed, and taught to use its fishing powers for the benefit of . 

man. _ On rugged coasts its cousin, the shag, green cormorant, 
scart, or scarth, is more numerous. Its eggs very much resemble 
those of the other bird; you must look for its nest in the dark 
recesses of caves and on the ledges of shelving rocks. 

Very nearly all English gulls nest among the rocks or on bare 

rocky islands. The most common are the kittiwake and herring 

gulls, the so-called common gull, the great black-backed, and the 
lesser black-backed gulls, the black-headed gull—of which some- 

thing will be said hereafter—and the great black-headed gull. Most
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of these lay a brownish egg with darker blotches or speckles. To 
these may be added the terns, the common tern, the Arctic tern, 

the sandwich tern, and the lesser tern. It is the last mentioned 

that occasionally breeds inland, and is by some country people 
called the sea-swallow. The terns make no nest, and their eggs 

are very seldom placed out of reach. 
The skuas resemble the gulls in many respects, but are much 

more interesting to watch, as they may truly be called ocean birds 

of prey, aS one may see from their crooked bill and strong claws. 

  

  

Vie. 50.—Hernine Guiu on Nust 

They do not fish for themselves, but wait till a gull has taken a 
prey, and then give chase. Nearly always the gull has to drop the 
spoil, when the powerful robber seizes it as it falls. In Orkney, 

particularly during hard cold weather, I have often watched the 
process when out shooting, and the skuas are not rave on any part 
of the northern coasts. But they do not breed freely in this 
country, and probably it will cost you some trouble to obtain their 
eggs. The great skua nests only in the Shetland Islands. It lays 

two eggs of a brown colour with dark markings. In Orkney the 

most common is the Arctic or Richardson’s skua, and it breeds on
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the cliffs of Hoy, and in the island of Eday. ‘he eggs are two in 

number, and laid in a depression, no nest being made. As the 

skuas have suffered so much from the ravages of collectors that 

their numbers are greatly reduced, it is to be hoped that anyone 

who has the luck to find a nest, will either let. the birds breed in 

‘peace, or content himself with only one—to take both would be 

almost criminal. ° 

On WaLts AnD--RUINS. - 

A ruined building seldom fails to yield something of interest 
to the birds’-nester. Careful investigation should therefore be made 

of every one within walking distance. Attention must not be con- 
fined to picturesque old towers and castles. There are in England 
considerable numbers of solitary cottages and farmhouses that, 
having for some reason become empty, are neglected by the owners 
and allowed to decay. By shuttering down the windows and other 
means, attempts may be made for a time to keep them habitable, 
but eventually things rot and crumble, the garden is choked with 
weeds, and wild creatures take possession of the rooms. 

One of the first of the newcomers is the swallow. It is always 
glad of an inside nesting-place, whatever the situation of the house 
may be. You will find nests in the one empty house of a populous 

village, and where the cottage of a moorland shepherd, standing 
solitary among miles of heather, has been vacated the swallow is 
prompt to enter. The farm cart-shed and the distant field-shelter 

for cattle suit its purpose equally well. The nest, carefully built of 
wet earth and straw and leaves, with the white, speckled eggs, are 
so easily obtained and so familiar it is unnecessary to describe them 
minutely. One warning only need be given, which is not to con- 
found the swallow with the martin—the temple-haunting martlett 
of Shakespeare—whose nest is so often placed in the upper corner 
of a window, and is a triumph of bird architecture. There is less 

danger of confusing it with the swift, which generally nests under 
the eaves of houses, and whose circling race at sundown, with its 

whirring and whistling you are sure to have noticed, as well as the 
fact that while swallows and marting alight on the ground and rise 
from it without difficulty, the swift, when its feet once touch the 
earth, experiences obvious trouble before it can get on the wing 

again. It lays four white eggs, and it has been proved that a 
pair of birds return faithfully for many years to the same nesting- 
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place. You may test the truth of the statement by catching one, 
and encircling its leg with a band. In the following year it will 

be most interesting to watch if it returns. 

  

Fig. 51.—Tur Hovsr-Martin’s Nest 

The sparrow is almost as promptas the swallow to find out 

when a house is to let, and to quarter itself there. During the 

breeding season it differs from the swallow in this respect, that it 

will hardly go away from human habitations. You will not find the 
sparrow nesting in a solitary and deserted moorland cottage. Its 

large, untidy, feather-lined home, with the white, speckled, and 

blotched eggs, are familiar to everybody. One good word to be said 
of the sparrow, however, is that it makes a most affectionate and 
tender parent. The nest shows that this is combined with a con- 

siderable love of its own comfort. 
The robin, the thrush, and the blackbird have all been known 

to nest within the four walls of a forsaken human dwelling, and 
once or twice in woodland districts I have surprised a visitor not 

very welcome to them in the shape of a squirrel, who would hide 
behind a rafter till discovered, then leap nimbly out by a hole in 
the roof, thence to the branches of an overhanging tree, and so 

away to the woods again. When nuts are out of season the squirrel 
G
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will readily eat eggs or even callow nestlings, and doubtless was on 
the prowl for something of the kind. 

The larger the building the more likely are there to be nests in 
it, and a ruined farmhouse standing by itself, or a water-mill long 

disused, is a source of perpetual interest. Much more so is one of 
the crumbling old feudal strongholds or ancient abbeys, of which 
considerable numbers remain. Some from their historical or other 
importance are carefully preserved, and the birds’-nester is strictly 
excluded. It is very proper that this should be done, since monu- 
ments of the past if once destroyed are irrecoverable. On no 
account should advantage be taken of circumstances to make araid 
into forbidden ground of this kind. But there are many buildings 
to which free access is afforded. 

Climbing walls is in one respect more dangerous than climbing 
a tree. Should you lose your grip or foothold on the latter and 
come tumbling down, it is possible that after all the fall will not 
hurt you much, since the twigs and branches will break its force. 
Should the same mishap occur as you are climbing up a wall the 
consequences are likely to be more serious. 

Usually there are two methods of getting up a ruin. The ivy 
during many generations has probably grown so thick and strong, 
that one may climb up the outside by means of it. Often when you 
get to the top the nests most coveted are still out of reach, being 
placed in embrasures and chambers entered only from the other 
side. Within the building there are likely to be ancient staircases, 
with several steps missing and long jumps between, chinks in the 
wall where the feet of previous climbers have rested, and other aids 
to ascent, varying according to the position and nature of the ruin. 
It is not possible to give you any but the most general directions for 
getting up. Be sure in the first place not to venture where there is no 
way back. Iremember once dropping from the turret of a Border 
keep into a room, of which the entrance was closed with wood. It 
was easy to get down, but to mount again up a bare wall seven feet 
high was impossible. So I had to remain in prison till a woodman, 
luckily having to pass that way home to his supper, heard my cry 
and extricated me with a rope. For the rest you can hardly be too 
cautious. It is not only that rashness may result in broken bones, 
but probably if an accident occurs they—you can interpret the 
pronoun for yourself—will stop all further expeditions. 

Certainly the prizes to be captured in an old castle repay a great 
deal of trouble. There are often half-wild young pigeons by the 

  

     



  
Fic. 52.—A Swatnow’s Nest anp Eiees
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dozen, the parents having strayed from neighbouring dovecotes. 
By-the-bye, did you ever notice how a neglected flock of pigeons left 
to breed by themselves revert to the colours of the rock-pigeon, the 
young of each new generation showing less white than their fore- 
fathers? Starlings are even more numerous, and their nests may 
often be found side by side with those of the pigeons, the two species 
having many a hard fight for the best positions. In the places 
most difficult of access innumerable daws build, and there is an 
unlimited choice of eggs and young. Best of all the barn-owl may 
often be discovered in some dark corner of a turret. 

Even when you have levied a very modest toll on these treasures 
_ it is sometimes difficult to bring your spoil to earth with safety. 

Eggs in a bag or a pocket are almost certain to be crushed. They 
would be safe in a box; only in wall climbing if it be in the slightest 
degree difficult a box is extremely inconvenient. A small egg may 
sometimes be carried safely in your mouth, but in a majority of 
cases the most convenient way is to put either eges or young birds 
on the top of your head and pull your cap down over them. It is 
natural to bestow most care on this part of your body, and it is 
accordingly less likely to come into collision with the wall than any 
other. 

Birds’-nesting on ordinary walls may be carried on with less peril. 
You should begin close to home. Unless the gardener, .as too often 
occurs, cherishes a bitter enmity towards all small birds, the walls 
of the gardens will seldom be searched in vain. The mad little tits, 

whose manceuvres as they go into all sorts of acrobatic positions on 
the trees, hanging head downwards at one moment, swinging or 
climbing at another, chattering gaily to one another, and throwing 
out energetic ejaculations at the onlooker, first demand attention. 
By taking a little trouble no great difficulty will be found in dis- 
tinguishing between the common varieties, though their habits are 
very much alike. Confusion sometimes arises from the popular 
names applied to them. “In the south of England many people call 
every kind of titmouse a tom-tit without distinction ; in the north 
this name is reserved. for small birds that nest on the ground, and 
the others are indiscriminately called oxeyes, or in more familiar 
language ‘ okey eye.’ They will be often trapped when an attempt 
is made to catch sparrows, for they are omnivorous creatures and 
very bold. The blue titmouse is the smallest, and is often known 

as the bluecap. ‘You will often see it on a sunny day darting in 

and out of a chink in the garden wall so tiny you could hardly
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insert your little finger, and difficulty will be experienced in extract- 
ing the eggs. There must be lots of room inside somewhere, for if 
you wait till the young are fledged. you will often be able to count 
as many as from ten to fifteen of them, so that the diminutive 
father and mother have their work cut out to provide food for such 
a number of mouths. 

The great titmouse, though very far from being great if compared 
with a thrush, or blackbird, or even a sparrow, is a giant beside the 
bluecap. He is in winter nearly as bold a mendicant as the robin, 
and comes so close that he is easily distinguished. You will often 
find his nest in the garden wall, in very much the same position as 
that of the other. The eggs though bigger are similar in ‘marking, 
but the clutches-are not so large. 

The coal titmouse is not so large as the great titmouse, but other- 
wise bears a close resemblance to it.. You may often find its nest 
in the garden wall, but it also has a habit of entering any small hole 
in the earth, and building there. The eggs are very like those of 
the bluecap and the great titmouse: they have a white ground and 
light red speckles. 

A complete set of the eges of the titmouse family will form an 
interesting part of your collection. The three already mentioned 
are very easily obtained. Not much difficulty will be experienced 
either with that of the long-tailed titmouse, a bird which you must 
seek for in the woods, as directed on a preceding page: Then there 
is the marsh titmouse, which occasionally comes to gardens, and is 
to be found in some locality of nearly every English county. Tt nests 
in holes of old willows and other tree-stumps, and the eggs are very 
much the same as those of the other species, except they are not so 
brightly and prettily marked. The crested titmouse is much scarcer, 
but the nest is to be found in old fir plantations in Scotland. The 
eggs are very like those of the coal titmouse. The bearded titmouse 
is very rare indeed, and nests among the reeds of the Norfolk 
Broads. Some people think the species is rapidly becoming 
extinct. 

In collecting these eggs, where only a slight difference exists 
between the eggs of one species and those of another, the importance 
will be recognised of accompanying each with a statement, showing 
the exact position where it was obtained, and any other clue to the 
identification of the parent. 

Our search after the tit has carried us away far beyond the 
garden wall, but we must return to it, for there are many other
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birds that love to nest there—the most familiar of them being the 
robin and the hedge-sparrow. 

Many gardens, orchards, and pleasure-grounds number a pair 
of spotted flycatchers among their annual visitors, birds easily 
recognised by their peculiar flight. They arrive about the end of 
May when the oakleaf is out,and summer has come. A pair have 
built regularly for many years high up among the roses on the 
south-western wall of a house near London, with which I am 
familiar. You may look for the nest in many different situations, 
however, as the flycatcher builds on the rough growth on a tree- 

  

Fie. 53.—Sporrmp Frycarcurr’s Nust 

stem, a crevice in the wall, a beam in a building, on a pear-tree or 
honeysuckle branch, and in many other situations. It isan elaborate 
and beautiful structure, and the eggs, four or five in number, are of 

a creamy white, occasionally tinged with blue, blotched and speckled 
with darker colours. The spotted flycatcher is the common species ; 
there is another, the pied flycatcher, found most frequently in the 
Lake district, but occasionally nesting as far south as London. 

A bird very like the flycatcher in many respects, and which may 

be seen taking insects in the same clever manner, is the redstart or 
firetail. These names come to very much the same thing by-the-
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bye, as start is only another name for tail. You need not be disap- 
pointed, if the garden is searched in vain for the nest, since this bird 
likes more than the flycatcher to go further afield, and build in 
the crevice of some tumbledown fence, wall, or rotten tree-stumps. 

But if you see the birds frequently—the red tail and the manner 
in which it is wagged and flicked up and down are unmistakable— 
then be sure to search for it. The redstart is extremely faithful to 
a locality, and returns to the same place for a great number of years ; 
not always choosing the identical site it had before, but usually one 
in close proximity to it. From five to seven eggs are laid by this 

  

Fie. 54.—Tue Repsrart’s Nest 

bird. They somewhat resemble those of the hedge-sparrow, but are 
lighter in tint. The nest too is not unlike that of the dunnock. 

The garden has not a more familiar and welcome visitor than 
the diminutive wren, which, with its little cocked tail and gentle 
song, glides in and out among the plants like a winged mouse. It 
nests in all sorts of odd places, in some corner of an outhouse or 
summer-house, in the chink of a garden wall, on the leaves of a 
vegetable, on the rooty fibres of a tree laid bare by a passing stream, 
in a bank of earth or a heap of rubbish. In my experience one of 
the surest places to find a nest is on the mossy wall of one of those
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stone conduits, or, ‘ cundies,’ as they are called in Scotland, erected to 
convey the water of a brook under the high road. Insuch a position 
it usually builds an exquisite domed house that actually seems to be 
a part of the mossy crumbling stones to which it is attached, but the 
bird has adaptable habits, and changes the form of its home to suit 
the surroundings, dispensing even with the dome when that is un- 
necessary. 

If you make a collection of nests I hope you will spare that of 
the wren, for this diminu- 

tive bird, which stays 
with us all the year round, 
and braves the snow- 
storms of December and 
January, looks beyond the 
requirements of spring 

and summer, and builds 

its nest as a winter shelter 
also. On a cold night 
quite a number creep into 

one such dwelling, and 
make themselves cosy by 

crowding close together. 
But they have a curious 
habit of building what 
are called cock’s nests, at _ Fra. 55.—A Wren’s Nasr 

a little distance from the Nas 
one meant for breeding. One of these might do to place beside that 
of the goldon oriole, the long-tailed titmouse, and other interesting 
constructions. 

Like many of the very small feathered folk the wren produces a 
large family, often laying from ten to twenty eggs. They are white 
in ground colour, sometimes pure white, and sometimes with tiny 
red spots and speckles. Since they are so small and fragile sreat 

care must be exercised in blowing them. If you know that a pair 
of wrens are building in a place suitable for the purpose, you will 
find it amusing and instructive to conceal yourself, and watch how 
they work. 

For the purpose of the collector, it may be useful here to name 
those other members of the family whose eggs he may seek with 
some hope of success. The golden-crested wren nests in trees, and 

sometimes produces an egg exactly like that of the common wren, 

  

  

man
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but it is often tinged with a faint shade of red with brown marking. 

A smaller number are laid. The fire-crested wren closely resembles 

its golden-crested relation, but is very much scarcer. It builds the 

same sort of nest, but the eggs are generally red spotted. The wood- 

wren builds a domed nest on the ground, and its eggs are white. 

The willow-wren, as we have seen already, also builds on the 

ground. 

By Ponp AND RIVER 

Fishing and birds’-nésting may often be very pleasantly com- 

bined. Birds appear to understand when a spectator is engaged in 

  

  
  

    
      

    Tre. 56.—Witp Dtck 

AND YOUNG 

some pursuit unconnec- 

ted with them. They 

pay very little heed to a 

ploughman, or other farm servant engaged in his task, and if they 

see you intent on watching a rod they will get on or off their eggs, 

and otherwise conduct themselves just as if they were alone. But 

it is easy, especially when fish are not biting freely, to keep one eye 

on the float and the other on them.
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Pia. 67.—Tur Water-Hen’s Nast
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In ponds and large rivers no bird is more familiar to the angler 
than the water-hen, whose neatly-woven basket-like nest occurs so 

frequently among the sedges at the margin. The tiny black chicks 
and the eggs are too well known to need description. Where the 
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Fie. 58.—Youna Coors 

usual site is not obtainable the waterhen will nest in very unexpected 
places, occasionally taking even to the trees. If you finda high one 
near good fishing ground you may have an opportunity of watching 
how the young are conveyed to the ground. The coot is a com- 
panion of the moorhen, and nearly as common. It also builds
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among rushes, reeds, or sedges, but constructs a somewhat larger 
nest than the other. The eggs are of greater size, but about the 
same in number, and not very dissimilar in appearance. 

Another interesting bird that nests on the islands of inland ponds 

  
Fie. 59.—A Buacx-HEADED GutLu’s Nest 

and marshy places, is the smaller black-headed gull. Gulleries, as the 
breeding-places of this bird used to be called, were numerous in 
many parts of England before so many meres, fens, bogs, and 

mires had been drained. They were annually let to people who 
made a profit by collecting and selling eggs, and killing young birds
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for the table. Gull pie tastes almost the same as rook pie, and a 
naturalist (Rev. J. G. Wood) who was fond of trying such ex- 
periments has stated that young rats have a similar flavour. The 
finest gull-pond now left in England is that at Pallinsburn in 
Northumberland on the property of the Askew family, whence the 
birds are called in the neighbourhood ‘ Askew’s hens,’ and the super- 
stitious believe that when they leave the water the family will end. 

It is a pretty pond with many lilac, and laburnum, and hawthorn 
bushes set about it to blossom during the breeding season. Myriads 
of birds come in March, and ‘stay till the young are fledged. Heard 
from a little distance the noise they make has a very curious and 
striking resemblance to that of a summer sea. From living so 
much above the waves they appear to have caught something of 
their tone. Pretty islands are made for their nests, and though 
there would be no difficulty about obtaining a specimen, no one is 
allowed now to gather baskets of eggs as was regularly done at 
one time. Gulls used to come to Paston Lake nearer the Cheviots, 
but they were frightened away by gunners and others, and never 
have returned. They build a substantial cup-shaped nest of ‘reeds, 
and lay three or four eggs, but it is not unusual for two hens to 
use the same nest. In about a dozen English counties there are 
gulleries of greater or less extent. : ; 

These nests require little or no seeking ; neither does that of the 
sand-martin, another well-known companion of the angler. It fre- 
quents rivers and loves to nest in the sandy banks, from which it 
has long been a boyish pastime to dig them out. No difficulty will 
be experienced in doing so, but a single nest, which usually contains 
from four to six white eggs, will be enough for your collection, and 
it would be a pity to offer any wanton injury to this pretty bird. 
As in some districts suitable breeding places are very scarce, the 
sand-martin is often compelled to resort to situations in which you 
would hardly expect to find it, such, for instance, as a cavity in an old 
wall. 

On mountain streams no bird is more common than the white- 
throated dipper or water-ouzel. It makes a domed nest of withered 
grass or rush-stems and dead leaves. One I found was in a space 
behind a tiny waterfall, and so placed that a hand could not be ex- 
tended to it without passing through the cascade. The nest so 
closely resembles the rock to which itis affixed as to be very difficult 
to find unless the mother be seen flying out. The eggs are five or 
six in number, pure white in colour.
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These are the most easily found waterside nests: the others 
require a more careful and diligent search. Of these one of the 
most curious is that of the dabchick or little grebe. It is usually 
built among reeds, rushes, or coarse waterweeds, and one remark- 

able fact about it is, that when the mother is about to leave the 

nest she first with her beak draws weeds over the eggs to conceal 
them from view. This confident little bird has no great fear of 
man. A pair of their own accord have come year after year to 
nest in the pond of a London park, and this is all the more remark- 
able, as about October they depart to the borders of large streams 
and the estuaries of rivers, where they find their winter food. 

You must be very quiet and still when fishing, if you wish to 
observe the sly and cunning water-rail. Seen at a little distance it 
is frequently mistaken for a water-rat, and may inhabit a stream for 

a long time without its presence being suspected. But if you are 
on the look-out no very great difficulty is experienced in finding the 
nest, because the parents are so very jealous of anyone approaching 
it they forget their usual caution, and announce its vicinity by their 
cries of alarm. It chooses any thick cover by the water that may 
offer the means of concealment. rom five to seven eggs are laid ; 

they are white, speckled with grey and brown. 
Tt is always a triumph to find the nest of the kingfisher, which 

of all visitants to the stream is the most brilliantly coloured. For 
many reasons, but more especially for stuffing purposes, this bird has 
long been persecuted, and yet many anglers will agree with me that 
it is not so scarce as is generally supposed. Ere you begin to seek 
the nest, it is well to make sure that kingfishers are in the neigh- 

bourhood. This may often be ascertained while you are angling. 
When a nest is near the parents will be very frequently seen, 

especially as they are much less shy of man than many common 
species. They usually dig out a hole for themselves, often choosing 

a place where the stream has carried the covering of tree-roots away 

and left them exposed, but they exercise a considerable choice of 
situation. Like owls, the kingfishers cast up the indigestible por- 
tions of their food, consisting in their case of fishbones, and of 
these the nest is made. Country people and some ornithologists 
who should know better can hardly refrain from taking the nest, 
when they find one, and keeping it as a curiosity or out of superstition. 
T have looked at several in Northumbrian cottages where, although, 

asin many parts of Scotland, the dipper is commonly spoken of as 
the kingfisher, some people know that the real bird is not very rare, 
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The nest is pretty, but fragile. Yet the kingfisher’s home becomes 

_ very filthy ere the breeding season is over. In exploring nests down 

Twizel Glen we often had to hold our noses. .The hole often quite 
a yard in length becomes half stopped with rotting bones, and stink- 

TERRE 
NUM 

" i a 

vr 

      

                  
        
  
  

      
  
  
                            
  

      
  

  

  

  

      

  

                  

    
Fie. 60.—Tnn Kinerisner 

ing bits of fish carried for the young, but not eaten. To a great 
extent the ancient superstitions once prevalent have died out. The 
kingfisher flourishes best in preserved fishing waters, from which the 

public are excluded. Village folk have ceased to be familiar with
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itsappearance. Why it was called Haleyon you will learn from your 
Ovid. 

The nest of the great-crested grebe is a greater rarity than any 
of those just mentioned, as this bird breeds only in a. few parts of 
Norfolk, Lincoln, and Yorkshire, and in some districts of Wales. It 

is made of half-rotten vegetable matter, and generally placed very 
close to, or on the surface of the water. The bird seldom lays more 
than four eggs, and they are pure white when laid, becoming 

stained and discoloured afterwards from their surroundings. 
Many a time when all alone, waiting for a nibble on the bank 

of a sedge-margined river, you will hear a twittering and rustling 
among the plants, and perhaps catch sight of the active, restless bird 

from which it proceeds. Several species are found in such haunts, 
and you may very likely experience some difficulty in identifying 

them. ‘ However, it will generally be worth while to keep a sharp 
eye on anything appearing to indicate that a nest is in the vicinity. 

Birds of the riverside usually build very pretty homes, which aré iiot 
easily discovered. The commonest of them is the sedge-warblét, 
a musical and pretty little bird, sometimes called the Scottish 

nightingale because it sings after dark. Generally placed on a mass 

of herbage the nest is built of moss and hay, and lined with any 

suitable soft substance found in the locality. The reed-wren, for 

which it is sometimes mistaken, has a nest that is more beautiful, 

is deeper, and is supported by being woven round the reed, stones, 

or twigs of the bushes, in which it is sometimes built. Hach 

lays about five eggs, but those of the reed-wren incline more 

to whiteness, and those of the sedge-warbler to brown. The reed- 

wren is very much less widely distributed than the sedge-warbler, 

so that you have less chance of meeting it. One naturally expects 

also to find the willow-wren at the waterside, but this bird has not 

been very happily named. It has no special preference for 

willows, but frequents other trees, far removed from the water. On 

the ground it builds a domed nest, whichis very easily found. This 

is one of several species, to which in popular language the name of 

tom-tit is given, though it differs in many important respects from 

the real tit-mouse. 

The water-wagtail’s presence is so characteristic of Mnglish 

streams and ponds that, although it has no particular preference 

for nesting close to the water, it may be mentioned here. It likes 

a hole in a bank to build in, but does not disdain a crevice in a wall. 

Often the nest may be found in crannies of the dry stone dykes, 
H2
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used so extensively for dividing hill grazings and moorlands in the 
north. It makes a hair-lined nest of moss and withered vegetable 
fibre, and lays four or five white speckled eggs. Of the various 
kinds of wagtail it is unnecessary to say much here, as all which 

breed in this country resemble each other closely in regard both to 

nest and eggs. Still as you may like to have an egg from each for 

your collection, it may be as well to mention their names. The pied 

wagtail isthe mostcommon. The white wagtail’s nest occurs rarely. 
The grey wagtail loves most to be near water. And lastly, the 

yellow wagtail takes more to woodland than any of the others. 

It will be remembered that the wild duck, though it has been 

mentioned as building at times on the crown of pollards, usually 

chooses some weedy island in a pond, or the wavy margin of some 

river to which few people come. 

No attempt is made to give a thoroughly exhaustive account 

of birds that nest in proximity to inland waters. Only those have 

been mentioned which are to be obtained with tolerable ease. In 

searching for them you may very likely meet with others, the 
oecurrence of which is much less frequent. 

  

  
Fra. 614.—A Dazcnicn’s Nese



“101 

CHAPTER II 

BIRD PETS 

Ir may be said that keeping birds in captivity is rather an in- than 
an out-door amusement, and so it would be if the question were 
only one of keeping canaries in cages. But my éhief object will be 
to show how wild British birds may be tamed. That is not accom- 
plished by merely succeeding in getting a bird to eat as much food 
as will keep it in life, and to lead a sullen sort of existence in a wire 
prison. 

I shall never forget the first effective lesson I received on the 
point. It was during a very hard winter when wild creatures were 
nearly all at starvation point. I was spending my Christmas holi- 
days from school in a remote country house standing by itself 
among woodlands, and capturing birds was my chief amusement. 
No fewer than seventeen different species had been taken and con- 
fined in a large aviary built in the garden for canaries, but long dis- 
used. It was quite a big room, and the birds, being undisturbed 
and well fed, appeared glad of a refuge from the snow. The cata- 
logue, in a clumsy, boyish scrawl, is still by me, and tells where, 
when, and how.each was captured. They were common birds—a 
house-sparrow, a hedge-sparrow, several blue tits and cole tits, a 
robin, thrushes, blackbirds, a chaffinch, a lark, a goldfinch, two 
starlings, and a wren, all in one flight. In separate compartments 
were a pair of moorhens, a sea-gull which must have been very 
hungry for it had swooped down on the. meat with which a trap for 
rooks was baited, and this occurred far inland; a jackdaw, and a 
sparrow-hawk that had dashed through a window at some canaries, 
and had entrapped itself. One day a visitor —a white-haired old 
gentleman whom everybody liked—on going to look at these ‘ pets,’ 
calmly opened the doors and set them free. ‘ My little man,’ said 
he as he did so, ‘they are not worth keeping ¢f they will go away. 
Now you must begin and get all these birds to like you so much
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that they will not fly away when they have the chance.’ It was 
rather disappointing at the moment, but he explained in an inter- 
esting manner how to win the hearts of various birds, and afterwards 
he took me to his own house, where wild birds flew freely about his 
garden, and yet came at his call and passed in and out of his study 
window without fear. Now that is the sort of pet worth having. 
After a bird has been thoroughly accustomed to roam at large, it is 
as a rule most cruel to force it into confinement. Some species 
may be tamed on being caught full-grown, but the majority never 
become pets in any real sense of the word. 

Woop-Picgzons In Hype Park 

If you live in London, or visit it occasionally, you may give 
yourself an interesting object lesson in the art of taming birds by 
paying a visit to Hyde Park. No doubt you have observed in the 
country that the ring-doves are very wild and shy. They avoid the 
neighbourhood of houses, even in the hardest weather, and can 
scarcely be approached except in the breeding season. Sometimes, 
if you are playing in summer under the shadow of a beech-tree, you 
may hear them cooing above, and see them if you look up, but that 
is the nearest you can get. Out in the fields they are more watch- 
ful and wary than the rooks. If an old ring-dove be taken—as it 
easily may in a trap—it will often die of hunger sooner than eat a 
morsel in captivity. 

Nevertheless in Hyde Park the birds are as tame as house-pigeons. 
They fly down from the trees for the crumbs offered them, and will 
come and peck little bits from your very shoes. Apparently their 
nature has undergone a complete change. A few miles out—say in 
the rural parts of Surrey, Essex, Herts, or Middlesex—they are 
perfectly wild; in the heart of the biggest town in the world as 
tame as barn-door fowls. In the cause of this lies a key to the 
management of wild creatures. Let us try to find out what has 
changed the cushat. 

Tt was quite of their own accord that the birds first came to the 
London parks. No one brought them—as birds were brought, for 
instance, to the Serpentine and various park ponds. Birds, how- 

ever, are very clever at finding out where they receive plenty of 

food and kind treatment. No one is allowed to shoot or otherwise 
_. scare them, and a very great majority of the people who come to
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walk in the Park are so far from desiring to do so, that the only 
way in which they threaten to injure them is by overfeeding. The 

wood-pigeon is a glutton, and always inclined to eat more of the 

erumbled bread and biscuit than is good for him. He is tame 
because he has plenty to eat, and he knows by experience that he is 

quite safe from danger. Any other bird will be equally fearless and 
confident as soon as you can produce the same feeling in it. 

-Ropin REDBREAST 

‘What is set down in this book the author hopes will be taken, 
not on trust, but on trial; and every reader—or at any rate a good 

many—should endeavour to test this rule about birds in his own 

garden. For the purpose it would not be easy to select a more 

suitable subject than the universal favourite, Cock Robin. Birds 

  

  

  

Fre. 62.—Ropin REDBREAST 

resemble human beings in this respect—that some are so frank and 
friendly you are on good terms with them from the very beginning ; 
others are so shy and reserved it is not possible to get into kindly 
and familiar relations till you know them a long while. The robin is 
one of the bold, easy-going, confident sort. He is brave almost to 
the point of being a bully, as may be seen from the fierce battles he 
wages with intruders who venture into that part of the bush or hedge 

which he calls his own. In hard weather, when many of his timid
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companions let themselves be frozen to death rather than venture 

near a-house, he comes boldly up to the window and taps for you to 

give him a crust. Should the request be granted, he returns again 

and again. Offer him some food, at first on a bit of the lawn or 

gravel-path from which the snow has been brushed; then on the 

window-sill; then inside the window; and in a little while he will 

come quite boldly and pick crumbs from the breakfast-table. If you 

wish him to do that, you must of course be very stilland gentle: for, 

brave as robin is, he is easily scared. kemember what a poor litile 

mite he must think himself, even when compared with the baby ! 
There are boys who, as soon as the bird came boldly into the 

room, would close the window, and not be content till they had 

robin in a cage. You will not do that, I hope. A pet need not 

necessarily be kept in confinement, and even if the redbreast gets 
over the first shock to his nerves, he does not make a good cage 
bird. ‘But he will fly away when the spring comes,’ someone 

objects. Very well; let him go. You, too, will want your hoop, 
your top, your marbles, or your cricket bat, as soon as the bare 
trees show buds again; and why hinder your favourite from going 
off to the woods? If he has good Iuck, and lives till the next winter, 

he will not forget his very pleasant quarters, but will retwn. When 

the time for birds’-nesting comes, and you get home in the evening 
all tired and ready for bed, you don’t want to be bothered with feed- 
ing robins. 

Ways oF MAKING Birp PEts 

There is no opportunity of treating many birds as the robin may 
be treated, and a little experience will show that there are several 
methods of dealing with the others, each of which may be applied 
under the ‘circumstances suitable to it. A robin managed according 
to the method -described is left at full liberty to live its own wild 
uncontrolled out-door life. All that is done is to establish friendly 

relations with it. A 
But to imprison a full-grown bird that has hitherto enjoyed the 

utmost freedom is—in the majority of cases—an act of cruelty. For 
that reason those bought from the dealers seldom give satisfaction. 
Most of them are taken with the call-bird or net, or are otherwise 

captured after reaching maturity, and never become really tame. 
British birds at all events ought hardly ever to be purchased. Only
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a very few, such as the siskin and redpoll, learn to like captivity 
after they have grown up. It is extremely difficult to get a nestling 
of the former species, because they very seldom breed in this country. 
Their nests are. built in the pinewoods of Norway and other northern 
regions. With us they are winter visitors, coming in autumn and 
leaving in spring. Siskins and redpolls are, however, such bold, 
fearless little fellows that they may be taught to fly about without 
going away even when their education has been commenced quite 
late in life. - are : 

These, however, are exceptions. British birds as a rule prove 
most unwilling captives if taken in maturity. There is only one 
satisfactory method of treatment. It is to get them as nestlings 
and rear thei by hand. 

Wuen. to Take: NEsTLINGS 

It is cruel and useless to take away a complete brood of young. 
Should you really want more than a single. bird, the best way is to 
take one from each of several nests. ‘The ‘old birds are: probably 
unable to count, and seem quite happy as long as all their children 
are not taken. You may prove this in the poultry-yard. Select 
one little. poult from a brood and smuggle it out of the mother’s 
sight and hearing, and though the old hen will make a great fuss ‘if 
she sees you interfering with one of her ‘chicks, or hears its chirp 
of distress, she never misses it without these signals. ‘She certainly 
knows no difference between ten and eleven, or even between three 
and four. There is no cruelty to the parents, therefore, in taking 
one bird from a nest. But it is your duty to see that the little 
charge of which you assume the care is saved any unnecessary 
suffering. 

The first point for you to decide is the proper time at which to 
remove the nestling. Before making up your mind about that, itis a 
good thing to watch very carefully the progress made by any little 
family that is being reared in the garden or orchard; a nest of 
hedge-sparrows or chaffinches will do as well as any. Now at first 
when you peer into the nest, what you see are a lot of bare little 
necks stretched upward, little gaping mouths ready to swallow 
the expected morsel of food. The poor things as yet are unable to 
distinguish between friend and foe. They seem to be always hungry,
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and at every movement inthe hedge, at almost every shadow: that 

falls near the nest, they gape to be fed. 
But as they grow older a great change takes place. Instead of 

opening their mouths and raising their heads to a stranger, the 

nestlings cower down in the nest with heads together and bright 

suspicious eyes. They do not any longer take you for their mother, 

but suspect you of some cruel design to hurt them. 

Now the best time to secure your future pet is just before this 

change takes place. It must not be taken too young, as then it 

  

  

  

Fic. 63.—Lirrne Garinc Movursus 

would be very delicate and difficult to rear, but were it to get past 
the time when it opens its mouth freely, the task of feeding it would 
be still more difficult. A bird is very stubborn in its timidity, and 
if its mouth is once shut in fear, you will have to prise it open and 
cram food forcibly down its throat, or it will die of hunger. How 
are you to know then when to take the nestling ? 

It is not possible to lay down an absolute rule, because there is 
so much difference in broods even of the same kind, and probably 
the nestlings have in most instances received a fright before they 
become regularly suspicious. But in the case of small birds tho
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appearance of the quills of the tail feathers is a tolerably good 
indication of the time. You will soon find by observation that some 
kinds, mostly of the larger species, can be left for alonger time with 

their mothers. Starlings, for instance, retain their confidence under 

extraordinary circumstances sometimes. A favourite hound brought 

me in his mouth one summer day one that was fully feathered, and 

had apparently been trying to follow the parent birds. It was unhurt, 

the dog having been taught, or rather having taught himself, to 

carry birds very tenderly, and when released and taken home 
chirped boldly for food, and took it at once when offered. It is at 
the time of writing a strong and healthy bird. 

  

                                                                                  

  

                                                                                Le 

Fic. 64.—An OLDER sie “BROOw 

The object of taking a bird from the nest is that you may win 

its confidence before it has learned distrust. In rearing it, the 

question of food is of primary importance, but if it is to be a real 

pet, and not a half-tamed fluttering captive, the main thing is never 

to give it cause for fear. 

. You should not be contented till the bird will follow you about 

in the open air, fly up into a tree, and come back at ‘your call, 

and may be allowed the utmost freedom without endeavouring to 

escape. Very likely you have occasionally seen a pet such as this, 

and have longed for the secret of producing one like it. Now there 

is no secret method whatever. The result is obtained by patience,
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gentleness, and attention. No one can exercise these. qualities 

very well unless he has a great love. of birds, and if you have not 

that the process is very wearying indeed. 

TREATMENT AND Foop oF NESTLINGS 

When first taken the bird is not feathered and can hardly walk 

or stand, and far less fly. It is a delicate creature, and unless care- 

fully treated will inevitably die within a brief period, so you must 
try to make the fewest possible alterations in its food and habits. 
The time of year, let us suppose, is the latter end of May or the 

beginning of June, when young birds are most plentiful. At that 
season the nights are often chilly, though the sun is powerful when 
it shines. The néstling has not got all its clothes yet, and depended 

‘for warmth.on its four or five brothers and sisters who made them- 
selves cosy by sitting close together, and its mother who brooded 
cover them from dark:till dawn as.a hen broods over her chicks. To 
‘keep it warm is therefore of prime importance. Unless the weather 
is very cold and unseasonable, however, it is unadvisable to put it 
near a fire. Remember it is warmer in a room than in the middle 
‘of a hawthorn hedge. Almost any room will serve the purpose, if 
it is not damp or draughty. These, however, are important points 
‘to be looked out for. Birds get no harm from free exposure to the 
wind, but a draught is often fatal. Very likely your pets. are rele- 
gated to some outhouse or building very highly ventilated, and in 
that case it will be necessary to make or arrange a screen. 

Although it is designed that your pet shall be an open-air com- 
panion, it is best to have a cage. A half-fledged bird is looked upon 
as a tit-bit by cats, owls, rats, weasels, and other carnivora. Besides 
a cage comes in time to be regarded as a home and retreat to which 
your-bird will fly on alarm. Within the cage you must have a nest 
in which the bird will be warm and comfortable. A wooden box 
shaped like a basin is made and sold for the purpose, but a little 
toy basket such as may be bought for a penny answers still better ; 
since it is So easy to make a warm lining of flannel for it, and a 
flap of flannel that will come over the top, and being fastened by a 
button make the bird as comfortable as he could be under his 
mother. Birds need plenty of air, and when nestlings are within, 
the flap must not be drawn so tight as it is in the illustration. 

If you sleep in a bedroom by yourself, the best plan is to take 
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cage, bird, nest, and all up beside you with a supply of food ready 
to give it-in the morning. 

On the feeding of the bird everything depends, and mismanage- 
ment soon ends in tragedy. The creature at first is the stupidest 
little glutton conceivable. It 
opens its mouth, flutters its 
wings, and swallows what is 
offered it with an appetite as 
indiscriminating as it is insati- 
able. The only instinct it seems 
to have as far as food is con- 
cerned, is an instinct to trust its 
mother absolutely, and swallow 
whatever is put into its mouth. 
Nor has it sense enough to 
understand that the boy who has 
assumed the place of the parent 
may not exactly know as much 
as the father and mother. Very 
likely these were soft-billed birds we 
whose main article of diet con- Fria. 65. 

sisted of insects, and he may ‘Toy Baskwr vsep yor Nusrzinas 
imagine that bird-seedis the natu- 
ral food for his pet. He offers and it swallows, but in a few morn- 
ings he finds to his sorrow that the creature has died in the night, 

Firstly, then, when you take a nestling find out whether it is 
hard-billed or soft-billed—a grain eater or an insect eater. Bear in 
mind, however, that most English birds like a mixed diet. None 
of our birds is so vegetarian as not to like a little meat-in some 
form, and the others take a certain amount of vegetables. 

We will return to the question of diet when dealing with par- 

ticular birds, but in the meantime there is a second general principle 
from inattention to which more birds, I veritably believe, are lost 

than from any other cause whatever. Most likely as far back as 
you can remember you have had regular meal-times—a breakfast-, 
hour, a dinner-hour, a tea-hour, and supper-hour. Naturally enough 
you are inclined to think that habits, equally methodical and orderly, 
should be drilled into birds. Even people who rear pheasants and 
poultry often fall into the same error. As far as children go itis an 
admirable and healthy rule, and any large creature, such as a dog, 
is all the better for being fed at stated times, say twice a day, at, 
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eleven in the forenoon and seven at night. But a little song-bird 
won't live a week,—scarcely two days—under such treatment, even 
if you made the two meals into six. 

This is a very important matter, and everyone who desires to 

tame English wild birds should satisfy himself about it. ‘Let us go 
into the open air and see how the birds do. It is not quite easy to 
find out how they feed, because the father and mother are shy of 
approaching the nest when anyone is looking on. Still, if the garden 
is moderately secluded it will most likely contain a nest which you 
may watch from a corner of the summer-house or a bedroom window, 
or any other hiding-place where your presence will not be suspected. 

I once watched two blackbirds under such circumstances, and found 

that from four o’clock in the morning—and they had, apparently, 
been astir before that—till late in the afternoon, when my vigil was 

interrupted, one or other of the parents visited the nest on an average 
once every five minutes. It was a cloudy June day, with showers 
and sunshine alternately succeeding. Fancy the restless industry 
of the model father and mother! And yet the cock seemed in high 
glee, for he found time more than once to fly up among the wet leaves 
of an apple-tree and whistle a tune till some new grub would catch 

his eye, and down he would dive for it. There were four nestlings, 
so that if the parents went regularly round them each would be fed 
once every twenty minutes. I never watched any other birds quite 
so closely or solong, but from partial observation Iam sure they were 

no exception. Much depends on the state of the weather and the 

consequent plentifulness or scarcity of food, but the general habit of 

birds is to feed very often and give only a little at a time. Just 

notice the sparrows, when four or five youngsters are following the 
mother with fluttering wings and tongues incessantly chirping, and 
try to count how often they are fed. 

It must not be forgotten, then, that wild birds have no fixed 

mealtimes. Should you begin at once to force them into more 
regular habits the worst results will follow. And, unfortunately, 
there is very little opportunity for rectifying errors with these 
delicate pets. They do not complain of injudicious treatment; they 
simply die, and the chances are against your knowing the true cause 
of death. 

One other point about feeding is very important. Birds are very 
early risers, the lark and some others are up before dawn, while all 
bird-world is astir ere the first long fingers of light begin stretching 
out from the east. That is why I recommend you to have the cage
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in your bedroom. When you are awakened by the bird’s clamorous 
early chirping you may get up, feed him, and'be off to sleep again. 
It will be necessary for you during several days to rise not later 
than four o’clock. Still, at whatever cost, be sure and do not, unless 

in a case of necessity, let anybody else do the feeding. Not only do 
you make sure of its being properly attended to then, but you in- 
spire the bird with a personal affection for you that is more than 

worth all the trouble. 
During the daytime feed at very frequent intervals at first. As 

the bird gets older these may be gradually lengthened. It may be 
fed—each time with a tiny quantity—once every half-hour for the 
first few days, and once an hour in the second week. You will be 

thinking by this time it is better to buy or snare a full-grown bird. 
This is not the case, however. No rational being can find much 
pleasure in keeping prisoner a creature that is afraid of its owner, 

and spends half its time running to and fro, pecking at the wires of 
a cage in the hope of escaping. The taming of such a prisoner de- 
mands even more gentleness; patience, and care, and at the end it 

will take the earliest chance of escaping. 

RECLAIMING A TRAPPED Brrp 

® Although the result is seldom quite satisfactory, it is not unlikely 

that when an adult bird falls accidentally into your hands, you may. 

wish to keep it as a pet. No one who knows what he is about would 

recommend you to do it except once in a way for the sake of experi- 

ment. There is no cruelty in confining a creature that has never 

known liberty. A canary, for example, is happier, more contented, 

and more comfortable in a well-kept aviary than in ranging about. 

Most likely both it, its father and mother, and grandfather and 

grandmother have lived in the same condition. After being pam- 

pered and cared for it has lost power and inclination to forage for 

its own livelihood. But contrast it with the fate of another brilliant 

songster, the lark. In hard weather, when fields are white with 

snow, birdcatchers obtain many hundreds of larks with limed twigs. 

Some, and they, perhaps, are the luckiest, are at once sold to the 

poulterer, who wrings their neck, and hangs up the legend, ‘ Larks 

are cheap to-day.’ Jor that we do not blame the tradesman but 

his barbarous customers who, in eating a song-bird so intimately 

associated with England, her houses, and fields, are as uncivilised
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as those Roman epicures who used to feast on the tongues of night- 
ingales. The eating of larks is to be utterly condemned. But still 
the lark which meets with instant death is more fortunate than the 
companions sent alive to the dealer, and by the dealer retailed as 
cage-birds. Just fancy what an extraordinary change of life! The 
natural pleasure of the lark consists in mounting as far as he can 
get into the sky, and pouring out his melody all the time ; yet it. is 
customary to keep him in one of the smallest cages. . For the broad 

meadows to which he has been accustomed, he has given him a 
few inches of dry sod. Can you imagine a more miserable fate ? 

If you think about it you will agree that under no circumstances 
whatever should larks be kept in confinement. They yield most 
pleasure out in the fields. 

But as I try to think of a bird-you might make trial of, equal 
objections rise to almost all of them. A robin of mature age may, 
even after having been treacherously entrapped, be induced to forget 

his fright and the suspicion it engendered so far as to be as tame 
as a not very tame canary; but who likes to see a redbreast in 

prison ? i 
Old thrushes and blackbirds almost break their hearts in con- 

finement, and among the linnets and finches there is hardly one 
that bears it decently. After all, the bird to fall back on is our 
familiar friend, the common house-sparrow. A cock-bird is the 

-best because, though more difficult to subdue, he is bolder and more 

amusing than his mate. Besides, a cock-sparrow, not. a sooty, 

grimy, town one, but. a clean-plumaged ph is very hand- 

some. and prettily: marked. 

How to Trap a. Cock-SPARROW 

He is extremely wary, and by any known 

means it is easier to catch half-a-dozen hens 

than one cock-bird. The ordinary trap of 

four bricks, even when most carefully set, 

often breaks or bruises a limb, and so should 

not be employed when it is essential to obtain 

an uninjured specimen. Here is ‘a very 

simple and effective trap that you may con- 

struct for yourself. It is good for any time 

of the year, but of course you will not use it 

in the breeding season, The material required is a quantity of close 
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meshed wire-netting—it will be easy to reckon up the exact quantity 
when the size is decided upon. Mark out a perfect square two feet 
long on the ground, and at each angle drive in a stake that stands 

two feet out of the ground. To go round, eight feet of netting two 
feet in breadth will be required. It will not be necessary to cut it 
into bits if the fastenings at the posts are strong and secure. These 

may be made either with string or wire. The two ends ought to 
meet in the centre of one of the sides. For a depth of eighteen 
inches they may be fastened by lacing the strands. Below that an 
aperture is needed, which may be six inches square. It will be ob- 

tained if you cut out from each end a rectangle three inches by six. 
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Fig. 67.—Wire-nerrinc Trap ror SPaRRows 

Then fasten a square piece of netting on the top. You now have 

a roughly constructed cage fit to hold a sparrow.securely, except 

for the doorway in front. : 

To fit into this you should make a sort of rectangular tunnel of 

netting, six inches square at the mouth, and about a foot long, so 

that the other end comes out in the middle of the cage. If the 

netting is fixed on a framework of wood it will stand nicely and 

securely. 

Then insert it in the opening, fastening the cut ends at the 

opening to the framework. That is the trap complete. It consists, 

as you see, of a square cage entered by a rectangular tunnel, the 

exit from which is in the centre. All you have to do is to sprinkle 

grain plentifully within and sparsely at the door. It is better to use 
I
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grain than crumbs, as the latter soon go mouldy in wet weather, 

and as hard as bones when it is dry. 

Should you never have seen a similar trap before, you will no 

doubt fancy at first that the sparrows, having a free egress, will, 

when they have eaten your corn or taken alarm, depart by the way 

they came. This, however, does not actually occur in practice. 

The sparrow after all is a being of limited intelligence. It knows 

very little of the nature of wire-netting, and goes round and round 

the edges seeking for a hole, but never dreams of starting from the 

middle of its prison. The advantages of the trap need hardly be 

pointed out. It is extremely humane, and cannot by any possibility 

injure the birds, and were you to forget to look at it for several days 

the captive will generally have enough of food, especially if the trap 

be placed on a lawn or other grassy place. Then the bird is caught 

without being ‘alarmed, and may be taken out at once ; if the first two 

or three are ‘tamales you have only to wait, and the male is sure to 

follow. It may be used with effect for many birds besides sparrows. 

I have frequently taken wood-pigeons with one constructed on the 

same principle but of larger size, and gamekeepers. occasionally 

employ it for the capture of live pheasants. 

Otuer Meruops or Catcuinc Brrps 

Since sparrow-hawks and other birds of prey have been so 

frightfully thinned by sportsmen and collecting naturalists, the 

sparrow has increased so as to become a nuisance to the farmer. 
: Consequently it is ruthlessly 

destroyed in some parishes. 
Merely killing sparrows, how- 
ever, or destroying their nests, 
can hardly be reckoned a pas- 
time. But of the innumer- 

able methods. of catching 
them alive and unhurt, a few 
are well calculated to exercise 

j ingenuity and yield a great 
Fie. 68.—Tur Brick Trap deal of harmless diversion. 

The familiar trap of four 
bricks may be described, in order that the principle may be applied 
to a less cruel contrivance. A glance at the illustration will 
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explain how the bricks are disposed more effectually than could 
be done by a world of explanation. The sticks are arranged in this 

way. One is pegged into the ground in the centre of the trap. Two 

smooth spars or one cross stick-is laid upon it like a letter V. 

Another stick is used to hold up the brick. A little grain or crumbs 
is put on the front brick, and more is placed within. The trap 

is sprung when the bird, tempted by the food, alights on the letter V. 
Should it be scared by the sticks giving way and try to escape, 
probably the descending brick will break its neck or crush its 
wings. Large birds, such as thrushes and blackbirds, if they 
come to the trap, as they often will, are almost certain to be 

mutilated. 
This mishap may be avoided by substituting a box for the bricks. 

An empty chocolate box will do. So will a cigar box or a blacking 
box. A gimlet hole should 

be made and the peg fastened 

in the bottom, and a small 

alighting board should be 
fastened in front. The lid 

of the box takes the place of 
the descending brick. Care 
must be taken that it works 

freely on its hinges, which 
may be made of string. If 
it be too light, a weight may 

be added to make it fall more quickly. Practically this is the same 

trap as the brick one, except that a box has been substituted for 

the bricks. Its ad- 
vantages are that 
it will not maim 

the birds, and may, 
when sprung, be 
carried inside, when 

the captives can be 

taken out at leisure, 

and in safety. 
Another easy 

means of capturing 
birds is with a sieve 
or large shallow 

box. It is capital fun on a winter day, when the ground is 
12 
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hard frozen and covered with snow, and you are glad to protect 

yourself from the cold with a great-coat and muffler and mittens. 

First a space should be swept clear of snow in a convenient position. 

Then the sieve is supported by a peg, to which a long string has 

been attached. Crumbs or grain should be placed on the ground 

covered by the trap when it falls. Then you retire to some con- 

venient outhouse, holding the end of the string in your hand. As 

soon as the birds come and begin feeding well under the sieve you 

jerk the prop away, down comes the box, and you have them safe: 

beneath it. If you want to make sure of them it is well to place a 

board beneath, on which trap and all may be carried into the out- 

house. Birds, however, are shy of feeding ona board unless accus- 

tomed to it beforehand. They are very likely to escape if you lift 

the edge to thrust in a hand for their capture. 

The horse-hair noose is an equally simple snare. From a groont 

or coachman, or at the farm, a supply of horse hairs is obtainable 

—the clippings of a young horse’s tail being the best. Each of 

these is made into a noose running on a slip-knot. Next get the 

hoop of a small cask or any other that is convenient. Fasten the 

plain end of each noose to the hoop, and put all the loops in the 

middle. The ground being sprinkled with crumbs or grain, the 

snare is laid over the bait, and many different kinds of birds will be 

caught by the leg. As the structure is very light some of the larger 

birds will drag it a considerable distance in the snow, and unless 

you follow quietly and cautiously will grow frantic and snap the 

horse-hairs. Bird-catchers occasionally commit the enormity of 

setting nooses on a nest to catch the parent birds when they find 

out the home of a rare species, but this is not a legitimate amuse- 

ment. Indeed, birds caught in this way are seldom of any value as 

pets. After keeping them while the storm lasts, which will give 

you an opportunity of noting their markings and some of their 

habits, it is best to set them free again when a thaw occurs. 

It is a very old pastime to go out for small birds after nightfall 

during winter weather. Usually a net is employed, but with very 

little apparatus it is possible to obtain a few birds. Towards dusk 

of a frosty winter night, when the round red sun is low in the sky 

and is reflected from the pond in fragments of gold where its light: 

is interrupted by the bare tree-tops, no doubt you have often watched 

the birds going to bed. Parties of rooks flying high, and apparently 

coming from a great distance, sail into the old rookery and take 

their places with what appears to be a great jabber about the events
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of the day. The active chattering starlings gather among the reeds 
and in the shrubbery ; Bedlam has apparently broken loose. Thou- 
sands upon thousands of sparrows and other small birds collect in 

’ the holly, and seem to bicker endlessly with one another for places, 

Gradually all grows quiet. The last golden cloud fades in the west 
and merges in the gloom of a winter’s night. The moon that 
looked pale while the sun shone is now high and silvery bright, and 
the birds are asleep on their perches. ; 

Out in the distant fields the same process has taken place. As 
dusk came, all the day-birds crept away to rest and concealment. 
Some have snug holes in the sides of the haystack built by the 
farmer in the field where the grass grew. His ricks in the stack- 
yard form a refuge for multitudes. These, however, are mostly 
sparrows. Wilder field-faring birds have nothing better than the 
vreat ragged hawthorn hedges between meadow and meadow, that 

have been left to grow as a shelter for the stock as well as a fence. 

Linnets and blackbirds, thrushes and redwings, chaffinches in com- 

panies and bullfinches by pairs, here and there a family of jays, now 

and again a solitary magpie—these and many others, not all together, 

but sometimes solitary, sometimes in groups, creep into the hedge 

as night draws on. 

Now itis not so very difficult, and still not so easy as it looks, 

to catch these birds. Country people have various ways of doing 

so, but it is unnecessary to describe them minutely, because no 

reader of these pages is at all likely to want them for the purposes 

for which they are commonly collected. The sparrows are killed 

as a nuisance, or they and the starlings are taken alive for rustic 

shooting matches. Linnets and finches are sold to the dealers to be 

afterwards retailed as cage birds, and worst of all no small propor- 

tion is destined to make pie for the Sunday’s dinner. Birds have a 

habit at night of flying towards a light—you know, I dare say, how 

migrants fly to lighthouses, and the commonest way of catching 
them is with a net and lantern. 

Instead of giving explicit directions about capturing birds at 

night, it may be useful to offer a few hints as suggestions that in- 

genuity may elaborate. Clearly the most important point is to watch 

where creatures go to bed. They are guided by two considerations, 

shelter and height. Did you ever notice a horse left out in a field, 

during a still, hard, biting, frosty night in mid-winter? If the field 

is surrounded by an iron fence, and has only one poor bare tree in the 

middle, under its shade the horse takes its stand. You fancy that
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little shelter can possibly be afforded, and the spectacle is as irre- 

sistibly comic as would be that of an old gentleman seeking protection 
from a rainstorm under the staff and ribs of an umbrella from which 
he covering had been torn off. There is, however a Scotch pro- 
verb which means that a small bush is better than no shelter—‘a 
sma’ buss is better than nae bield’—and the horse has found that 

the cold does not pinch quite so hard there as in the open field. 
Where there is even a slight cover, wild creatures prefer it to none 

at all. 

The tendency to ascend at night-time is still more curious. Any- 
one who has lived in a hilly country may have noticed a mountain 
pony standing out very clearly with his drooping head, shaggy 
mane, and long tail on the very summit of a hill behind which the 
sun had just gone down. He makes a very striking figure on the 
rim of the horizon thrown out boldly by the waning light, and you 
might easily imagine him a steed of poetic tastes who had mounted 
so high on purpose to admire the landscape. Nothing of the kind. 
Wild cattle and other creatures accustomed to feed by night do not 
do it, but all others try to rise as high as they can when they feel 
a disposition to sleep comingon. Ask the hill shepherd and he will 
tell you; he rises very early in the summer mornings to drive 
his sheep from the barren mountain tops down to the slacks and 
valleys—glidders as he calls them—where the grass is plentiful and 
green and fresh. His lambs would be very thin and poor if he 
and his dog neglected this morning duty. It is a matter regularly 
attended. to. 

You may witness:an example of the same tendency by watching 
the evening operations of ordinary domestic poultry. It is a fact well 
known to those who keep them, that they will not rest contented till 
they have climbed to the highest perch within their reach. Fre- 
quently I have noticed the fact, but never more strikingly than in the 
case of some Orpingtons at one time in my possession. They are, as 
you probably know, heavy table fowls, and would find it inconveni- 
ent to fly up to a perch easily within the reach of a slim Leghorn. 
So a low perch about, two feet high was made for them in the fowl- 
house. AsThad occasion to renovate this house they were changed 
to an empty stable in cold frosty weather, and the perches were 
removed with them. Unluckily there was an iron manger to which 
it was just possible for them to hop from their proper roosting 
places, and on the edge of this manger they were to be found every 
morning till a change was made, and a perch placed a foot above it,



BIRD PETS ile 

Now it is horribly uncomfortable for a bird to sit all night with its 
feet on cold iron, and nothing but the desire to ascend could possibly 
account for their extraordinary preference. A little observation will 
make it very plain to you, however, that creatures of all kinds par- 
take of this remarkable desire to rise in the world. 

It is always well to search out the reasons for things, and a little 
reflection will, I think, supply a very simple and natural explanation 
of this habit. Our domestic creatures have all inherited something 
from their wild ancestors. A pheasant is but a wild chicken in a 
sense, and considering how Master Reynard has such a strong 
affection for its flesh one can easily understand why it would rather 
roost high up among the tree branches than down in the shrubbery. 
In one word itis very much safer. You will get a great deal of enter- 
tainment from observing the habits which not only birds, but dogs, 
cats, and other animals long domesticated, have inherited from their 
wild ancestors. Look how a dog will scratch on the carpet and turn 
himself about before lying down, just as the wolf or fox does when 
making .a lair among long grass or ferns. Wild sheep, such as 
mouffion, have long been accustomed to baffle the hunter and escape 
their foes by hurrying to the mountain-top-—it is the natural retreat 
of defenceless animals. 

It will add to the interest with which you watch small birds at 
hed-time, if it be kept in mind that they are looking out for warmth 
and safety. At first very likely your only desire will be to catch 
them, but after this craving has been satisfied it becomes more and 
more delightful to learn their habits. Winter is the best season for 
the purpose. There is far less foliage to hide them at that period, 
and in spring and summer, when they are building nests and rearing 
young, their habits are very different. 

As has been said the indiscriminate capture of multitudes of 
small birds at night is but a poor form of sport. With a single 
companion, however, one or two plans may be tried that are highly 
interesting, and require some cleverness and dexterity to carry out. 
The following are not regular methods of bird-catching, but were 
invented by two lads left very much to their own resources in a lonely 
country house. 

For the first, a perfectly clear, windless, frosty night was chosen, 
when the moon was full and rose shortly after sunset. Generally 
there had been a slight fall of snow beforehand. You know what the 
world looks like at such a time? There were mountains close by 
standing out bold and clear, and all glittering white except for brown
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patches, from which the gusty wind had swept away the snow. The 
low country resembled a huge sheet of white paper on which some- 
one had drawn hundreds of black lines, a broad, blotty zig-zag, 

where a winding stream broadened and narrowed alternately, bold 

and straight where the fields were divided by hedgerows, and every 
star in heaven seemed to be shining, and the man in the moon with 
his dog and bush was perfectly visible. 

Cold as it was no great-coats were needed, the exercise kept the 
boys warm. Down through the orchard they went and scrambled 

over the brook by the aid of a fallen willow, and then up a steep hill- 

‘pasture as fast as they could go. Onthe top was a hawthorn hedge 

exactly suited to their purpose. It had never been cut in the 

memory of man, but left to grow wild as a shelter for sheep, of which, 

however, none was there at that time. Enclosed with nets they 

‘were eating down the turnips in the field at the other side. It was 
at the best of times, to anyone who did not look with the eye of a 
bird-catcher, a bare, miserable-looking hedge ; not thick and impene- 

trable like a well-pruned fence, but the jagged thick stems of the 
bushes resembled those of ill-grown young trees. Hardly a wild 
rosé and not a single runner of bitter-sweet or wild convolvulus 
appeared on it in summer, probably owing to its exposed situation. 
Many of the branches were not only bare, but rotten and moss- 

grown, and the numerous gaps were mended with wooden palings. 

But the birds resorted to it in great numbers, because it was lonely 
and out of the way, and nobody came near it except the shepherd 
with his two dogs, Sweep-and Piper. And then in hard weather 
morsels of food were to be obtained among the turnips and near the 

sheep, when all other places might be searched 
in vain. 

‘When the boys came in sight of the hedge 
they grew quiet and cautious, ceasing even to 

halloo after the hares, many of which they had 
sent scudding over the hillside. Tach drew 

from his pocket a pair of large-sized stockings, 

which when pulled over their boots greatly 
softened the crackling noise made by treading 
on a thin coating of crisply frozen snow. One 
had a long stick, the other a net of their own 

making. It somewhat resembled those used to 
catch moths and butterflies, but was very much larger. Though far 

from beautiful to look at it was extremely strong and serviceable. 
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The meshes were made out of odd pieces of twino, packing-string, 
and whipeord, the only test of which had been that the two boys 
pulling one against another could not break it. Originally the hoop 
had held together the staves of a butter-barrel, and the pole was 2 
well-dried shoot of bria. 

As soon as it was seen that everything was in order, the business 
of hunting the hedge was begun, The boy with the long staff went 
to the moonlit side of the hedge, he with the net to that which was 
in shadow. It was the latter who had most of the fun, and, to avoid 
quarrelling, they changed places at intervals arranged beforehand. 
Along the hedgerows were several trees that served as landmarks. 
The first beat was from the corner to the new paling, the next went 
on to the ash, the third and fourth ended with elms, distinguished 
as the starlings’ elm and 
the jackdaws’ elm, and so 
on, all the way to the end. 
Did you ever walk on a 
moonlight night along the 
dark side of a hedgerow ? 
If so, you know how: 
clearly and distinctly the 
dark little forms of sleep- 
ing birds are outlined in 
the bright soft light that 
streams through the dark 
tracery of twigs. There 
was not a living thing in 
the hedge that escaped 
the eager eyes of the boys, 
and often they were sur- Fie. 72.—AsLEEP 
prised at what they found. 
For instance, they knew very well that the wood-pigeons came in 
great crowds to roost in the pine-trees of a certain plantation, yet it 

was not unusual to find one perched all still and rumpled on one of 
the hawthorn twigs. But a little experience taught them to be shy 
of disturbing the cushat—it made such a fluttering and struggling 
as was certain to wake many of the others—and they: did not care 
much to catch the wood-pigeon, because they did not kill any birds 
for eating, and an old one is untamable. 

Scarcely a night passed without the discovery of some unex- 
pected large bird. Sometimes it would be a rook that, having been 
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touched by the random shot of a gunner, had been unable to follow 

its comrades home, and, as night drew on, had hopped on a bush. 

Usually it was, easily taken, since it preferred the outside of the 

‘hedge, and had not strength or spirit to mount very high. Often 

the net could be softly placed over it before it had time to awake. 
Pheasants occurred very frequently. There were several preserves 
at no great distance, and when the birds came foraging as far as 
the turnip field, they did not trouble to return home at nightfall. 
Generally, they mounted the trees, and, in the absence of foliage, 

could be distinctly seen, far out of reach. Occasionally, however, 

they were found at roost in the hedge itself. No jay was ever found, 
but this may have been because it was rare in the district. Magpies 
in twos and threes seemed quite content to roost in the hawthorns, 

and were not very difficult to take. 
It was not easy to make a large bag, for the boys were very 

little and the hawthorns tall. Birds that fluttered towards the top, 
-and made off at a considerable height, were certain of escaping. 
The most easily captured were such as had roosted rather low down 

‘ on the:shady side. At the preconcerted signal—a low whistle—the 

boy with the staff began beating the hedge, while the other made a 
dash with the net as soon as the bird was out of cover. Nine times 
out of ten the result was a miss, and the net would be caught in 
the thorns. Had it been of fine material, either much time would 

"have been wasted in disentangling it, or it would have been rent, 
whereas the rough twine miglit-be wrénched with all a boy’s strength, 
and was more likely to bring away a spray of thorn than to break. 
Dexterity in its use came by practice, and in time very few good 
chances were lost. Occasionally a bird was so sound asleep it could 

be lifted from its perch. 
-From six to a dozen birds formed a good take for one night, and 

not the least interesting part of the business was to find out what 
they were. Shades of colour are indistinguishable in moonlight, 
even when it is brightest. The white on a chaffinch’s wing was 

plain enough, but the colour of its breast or throat could not be 

made out, and as many birds are nearly of a size it was impossible 

+0 be sure of the species till home was reached. Besides, though a 

start was made in a cloudless sky, it seemed on some occasions to 

grow dull and overcast ina moment. The boys were so eager in 

their quest, they never looked at the sky or observed the great banks 
of cloud till they obscured the light of the moon, or the first flakes 

of a heavy snowstorm floated down on their upturned faces,
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No doubt there are boys who could very much improve this 

amusement by inventing more effective apparatus and introducing 

greater skill, but that is the best recommendation an open-air pas- 

time can have. It is much more interesting to carry out an idea in 

your own way than mechanically to copy the example of another. 

The two birds that were most numerous and most easily taken 

in the county alluded to were the chaffinch and the blackbird, both 

of these being very abundant. But this would not be found to be 

the case in every district. In all and during several years, twenty- 

nine different species were taken in the hedgerow, but included in 

the number were some birds that, being sick or wounded, had evi- 

dently been unable to return to their usual roosting place. 

Although the boys had hawks to feed, they released all their 

captives except the sparrows. Perhaps they would not have been 

so scrupulous, for children are often thoughtless without meaning 
to be cruel, but they were allowed to keep birds of prey only on this 

condition, and they were aware that if they transgressed the law 
the necks of their favourites would be ruthlessly wrung. But the 

sparrows were so excessively numerous, they gormandised on grain 

so recklessly and played such havoc in the garden, that sentence of 

outlawry was pronounced upon them, and they were considered 

fair game wherever met. Fora long time, as many as were desired 

could be found in a large haystack built out in the field. So thickly 

did the sparrows resort to it, all that was necessary was to go after 

dark and clap the net roughly against the stack, on the chance of 

its covering one of their holes. It this proved to be so, the frightened 

bird rushed out and was held in the meshes. This was done with 

as little disturbance as possible, only the number required being 

caught, in the hope that the others would not take alarm. It 

answered very well at first, but, as with the utmost caution a dozen 

birds were scared for every one captured, they began to get shy and 

wary, and abandon their resting-place to such an extent that a whole 

side of the haystack might be beaten without a capture being 

effected. By watching them at dusk it was discovered that the 

same number of birds were about, but that they had changed their 

quarters from the sides to the top. This was good news. Every 

day a labourer came, and with his cutter sliced off a portion of the 

hay for feeding purposes. He mounted by a ladder, which he did 

not carry backward and forward, but left permanently standing 

against the rick. It was easy to run up this in the dark, and repeat 

the operation on the top. Yet this did not last long, for the sparrows,
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after they were found out and repeatedly disturbed, deserted the 
stack altogether. And still, when undisturbed for a week or ten 
days, the same occupants, or more probably others, began to as- 
semble again, and the whole operation was repeated over and over, 
till the labourer’s slicing had so diminished the stack that there was 
not room for birds to roost in it. 

The next place to be triedwas the shrubbery. Close to the house 
was a place called the Wilderness, grown over with a considerable 
variety of bushes. It may once have been well kept and beautiful, 
but had long been an untended tangle of dogwood, holly, ivy, privet, 
guelder rose, and other underwood. Towards nightfall it seemed 
perfectly alive with birds chirping and chattering in lively, whistling 
tones. But the great difficulty lay in approaching them, and to any- 
one who did get near they were invisible, since they chose to roost 
in the highest and densest evergreens. Hven on bright nights the 
place was gloomy, for there were several tall trees among the bushes, 
and many a place that the sunlight penetrates is impervious to 
moonbeams. There was one path that led through the Wilderness, 
down which one could steal silently on tiptoe, only the sparrows 
had a marked reluctance to perch in the bushes near it. Neither 
stockings nor anything else could prevent the rotten sticks from 
crackling if the foot-road was left, and as there were innumerable 
old tree stumps and many great patches of ivy on the ground, there 
was much stumbling and tumbling on the part of anyone rash 
enough to move quickly there in the night-time. It was also diffi- 
cult to use a net in the dense cover, and what birds were caught 
were taken as much by accident as design. The plan followed was 
to approach a favourite roost as silently as possible, choosing for 
preference one of those natural groves where low thick evergreens 
grow round an empty circular space. One boy carried the net al- 
ready described, his companion a bull’s-eye lantern carefully masked 
till the place had been entered. A few birds would flutter away 
confusedly in alarm at the approaching step, but others apparently 
slept on till a blaze of light was flashed upon them. Even then 
they hesitated, for the light had an attraction, till the presence of 

- foes was discovered. During the few moments of hesitation was 
afforded the only opportunity of catching them; but what with 
the shadows and the constant entanglement of the net, the venture 
often came to nothing. When successful, it could not be repeated 
at the same place till several nights later, for the birds grew so timid 
that at the slightest crackling they could be heard fluttering away
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from their perches. ‘hey were sharp to understand the nature of 
the trick played upon them. 

These are but a few of the least destructive methods of catching 
birds by night. Country people know and practise a great many 
more, but the majority need several confederates to carry them out 
perfectly. You will find from experience that the most interesting 
methods are those invented by yourself. It is curious to watch 
the wild things go to sleep, and listen to the chirruping chatter in 
which they seem to relate the events of the day. And when they 
have all grown still and silent in the heavy ivy of some old wall, 
in the thatched roofs of the cottages and the sides of hay and corn 
ricks, under the eaves of out-houses or on the branches of underwood, 
it will tax your inventiveness to discover a means of catching them. 

Of all forms of this amusement, however, none is more entertain- 

ing than that of working a hedgerow among fields. Here you cannot 
mark. down the birds in daylight, and the ignorance of what is 
coming next adds greatly to the pleasure. In this way it is always 

of possible occurrence that there may be brought back from the 
foray some bird not hitherto known as haunting the district. Should 
you know of a hamel, or shed for cattle that stands well out in the 
fields, is seldom visited, and where there is a moderately good chance 
of capturing the inmates, it will generally be found worthy of an 
occasional visit, since the most unlikely creatures are drawn to it by 
food as well as shelter. Where cattle are, birds can almost invavi- 

ably procure something to eat. 
This pursuit, however, ought to be considered as its own very 

great reward. It will do no harm to take birds home and keep 
them till the following morning, but unless under very exceptional 
circumstances they should be released then. If you carefully note 
down the colour, shape, size, and striking peculiarities of any species, 

whether common or not, when you see it for the first time, you will 
very soon acquire an excellent practical knowledge of British birds. 
Yet it would be nonsense to recommend this pastime as an aid to 
the acquisition of useful knowledge; unless you try it for fun you 
are hardly likely to try it at all. 

The easiest and safest way to carry the birds home is in a cloth 
-bag carried over the shoulder.
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How tro Tame THE Cock-SPaRROW 

The sparrow is generally despised as a pet, but he is really an 

excellent one on account of his natural brightness, energy, and good 
spirits. He is also very affectionate if hand-reared from the nest. 
It is difficult, but far from impossible, to produce the same 

fondness in a trapped specimen. On the roof or pavement he looks 
so impudent, saucy, and familiar, and his lively chirrup sounds so 
friendly, one is surprised he does not come into a closer acquaintance 

more easily than is the case. Yet when we remember the snares, 
stones, catapults, and other dangers to which he is exposed, it need 

cause no surprise that he feels alarmed when embraced by a pair of 
human hands. Not that he loses heart, for he uses his bill with 
ferocity when put on his defence. Success will, however, depend on 
his terror being reduced to a minimum. Accordingly the greatest 
care must be exercised in taking him out of the cage. If you put 
your hand in and hunt him about it will be a long time ere he 
recovers from the fright. A better way is to cover the trap with a 
cloth, so as to make all dark within. Then he will sit quite still, and 

when his position has been ascertained by lifting a corner and peep- 
ing through it will be easy to catch him. Put him at first in a very 

small cage and if, as is likely, he shows a tendency to dash himself 
against the wires and hurt legs or wings, either cover the cage or 

place it in a dark room, leaving it thus for a few hours, after which 
the bird will be very hungry. . Now put some food in a tray within 

the cage, and let in the light, retreating immediately to some little 
distance. The bird will be far less violent, and will probably begin 
to peck at once—if not the operation must be repeated. It need 
hardly be added that water ought also to be given. When this has 

been done several times in the course of a few days the bird will 
associate your coming with the arrival of food, and will freely eat 
before you. The battle is then practically won. All you have to 

do is to remove the tray when you leave, so that the bird is obliged 
to eat the whole of his food in your presence. When he finds this 

may be done without disturbance the hesitation gradually passes 
away, and as he becomes bolder you may approach the cage more 
closely, chirping to him or talking in a low voice. You will be sur- 
prised to find how quickly the process goes on after that. He will 

soon answer your call and hop on your finger, and if you are careful



BIRD PETS ‘ 127 

never to hunt, or frighten, or even to handle him he will quickly 
become as tame as a cage bird can be. Still I have found that even 
after he seems quite reconciled to captivity a bird that has been 
wild will in many cases resume his freedom if you take him out of 
doors. This method of dealing with the sparrow will succeed with 
any ordinary British bird. 

If a bird sulks it is useless to starve him ; carry portions of food 
at regular intervals and let him eat it in solitude. 

Tue GeneraL TreatMENT or Birp Pets 

There are three common causes of fatal accidents to birds at 
liberty to fly about in a room. One is fire. Wild birds know 
nothing about the nature of fire. If disturbed in the darkness they 
invariably make for the light. Often when the bird-catchers are 
trying to take them at roost, if they do not approach the lantern 
they will fly straight to the nearest lighted window, and migrating 
birds are continually attracted by the illuminations of a lighthouse. 
Now the fate of many a pet has been as follows. It was probably 
taken in May, and began to fly about just as the hot weather came 
on and fires were very little needed. Some cold day in autumn 
it is brought into a dining room or other place where a large five is, 
to show off before company. To its owner’s consternation, however, 
after hopping on the table and pecking at the cloth for a minute it 
flies straight into the blaze, nor stops till wings and plumage are so 
much singed that to kill the little sufferer is the only method of 
relieving its agony. . 

It is by no means easy to guard in all cases against the danger, 
some birds appearing incapable of appreciating it until too late, 
while others seem to divine it for themselves. Experience is the 
best teacher ; and if you a few times in succession take a bird so 
close to a fire that it just begins to feel scorched, it will gradually 
come to look upon red coals as an enemy. Or you may let it fly 
against a shield of wire netting placed so as to guard it from the 
flames, the net being sufficiently warm to cause pain without inflict- 
ing serious injury. These may appear rather cruel expedients, but 
the bird needs a sharp lesson, and you must take care it is not 
seriously damaged. 

Very few birds can understand glass, and as when tame they 
delight in flying swiftly up and down a room, it often chances that
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they dash themselves against the window so violently as to kill 
themselves. This is a peril from which it is well-nigh impossible 

to protect them. Some appear to learn nothing from the hardest 

knocks. After stunning themselves half a dozen times they will 

immediately afterwards make a rash attempt to fly through glass. 

Occasionally, however, you find one that from the very first seems 
to know the nature of this obstacle, and avoids it of its own accord. 

This is true not only of glass but wire. Birds would almost appear 
to travel with their eyes shut sometimes: at all events they are 
evidently looking down to the ground or up to the sky, or anywhere 
except straight in front, for they are often killed by coming into 

collision with unexpected stationary obstacles in the air, against 
which you cannot warn them. 

But if all dead pets had their epitaphs written, it would be found 
that the great majority found their death in water. ‘Drowned in 
the water butt,’ ‘drowned in the aquarium,’ ‘ drowned in the bath,’ 

what a number of pets I have known of whom this was the sorrow- 
fulend! Yet this fatality is largely preventible by the owner. It, 
is usual to find very good arrangements made for drinking, but no 

one seems to consider how very fond Dicky is of abath. To under- 
stand it go and watch a favourite shallow in the brook, where water 

half an inch deep ripples over a bed of golden sand or gravel. 
Across it a willow or stunted elm throws a shade that is cool with- 
out being dark. Hither in the course of a summer day a thousand 

warblers come to moisten their feathers, and dip and splash and 

flutter. And in complete or partial confinement the bird needs a 

bath still more. It lives in a drier atmosphere, and is never allowed 

out in the rain, while the food given it is as a rule drier and harder 

than that which is picked up from the dewy grass or moist earth. 

Then how seldom is there provided any substitute for the roadside 

dust bath in which it revels on a hot day! Haven’t you noticed 

how the sparrows glory in it? It cannot be too often repeated that 

to keep tame birds happy and healthy, you must reproduce, as far 

as possible, the conditions of their wild life. Yet a proper bath is 

not always provided even for canaries that are seldom allowed to ~ 

step out of their cage doors. One reason is, that they are often kept 

in daintily furnished and carefully kept rooms, and the way in which 

they send the spray flying all around them is a cause of consterna- 

tion to those who doat on furniture. But inside or out there are 

sure to be places where you can place a bath for your birds, without 

causing any damage. For linnets and finches an easily-obtained
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bath is the shallow saucer of a large flower-pot, and something larger 

can be found if necessary. Unfortunately birds do not understand 

how difficult it is to get out of a tub, and even when all possible 

care is taken will hop down to the water in one. There is no 

difficulty about getting away from the pools and rivulets outside. 

  

  

  

  
  

      
  

  

  

  
    
  

    

  

  

    

                      
  

  
  

  

Fie. 73.—BatH For Birps 

One other deadly peril to which your pet is exposed is the house- 

hold cat. To preserve a cage bird from pussy is not easy. She 

may be taught without much difficulty to refrain from trying to 
catch it while anyone is in the room; but the temptation for her to 

do so when alone is almost overwhelming. Many interesting stories 

are told of cats developing a friendship for birds, and even nursing 

the callow nestlings. The cat that will do this, however, is one of a 

million. However fat and sleek puss may be, it is her nature to 

pounce on any small creature that moves. If your bird is allowed 

its liberty it runs a very considerable risk, and the only certain way 

of ensuring its safety is to abolish the cat. 

There is one precaution that may be taken, however. Hven if 

your own cat is harmless, a strange one is liable to drop in at the 

most unexpected moment. The appearance of such a visitor hardly 

ever fails to cause the greatest alarm in the. most gently trained 

pet. Some birds will shriek and flutter so as to alarm the house- 

hold. You must have a refuge provided for it therefore. The 

simplest is the cage. If you take care to treat this from the begin- 

ning as an inviolable sanctuary, the occupant of which is never to 

be disturbed or terrified, it is astonishing how soon a bird will learn 

to retreat to it whenever there is cause for fear. Then it can be 

hung out of the reach of cats. On no account should the bird be 

allowed to perch anywhere else for sleep. This is its home and 

castle. When it goes in at your bidding, you should give it some 
little tit-bit of food. In that way when alarmed outside even, it 

will be taught to hurry into its cage. 
K
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The cage ought to be kept sweet and clean, but if your pet is 
timid and nervous, always entice it out before beginning the 
necessary operations. Otherwise your scraping and brushing will 
undo the work of weeks. It is a golden rule never to let your bird 
flutter a wing in alarm if it can be avoided. Absence of fear alone 
gives the confidence, without which it will not venture on its merry 
and charming tricks. 

Be sure to talk to your bird as much as ever you can, not 
loudly, but in a low simple tone, so that it is accustomed to your 
voice. Call it always by its pet name, and encourage it to chirp 
back when you speak. The bird seems to become depressed when 
not much noticed. Still the opposite extreme is hurtful, and the 
bird should not be teased. 

PULLING THE WINGS AND CLIPPING 

When a bird is seen hopping about in apparent freedom, it will 
usually be found on inspection that. the power of flight has been 
destroyed, either by drawing the flight feathers from one wing, or 
clipping the wing short with a pair of shears. This is done not 
only to large birds, such as the raven and jackdaw, but to poor little 
linnets and thrushes. It is an abominable practice. A boy will 
sometimes ask one to see his pet, and this is what he has to show 
—a wretched, miserable, unhappy cripple. The sea-gull isa common 
victim. With plumage soiled and bedraggled, and lamed wing and 
spoiled temper, it will drag out a miserable existence for years, but 
how can you call it a pet? At the best it is a very unsuitable bird 
for a pet, as no good substitute can be procured for the billowy sea 
over which it likes to soar, and to keep it inland is cruel in the 
extreme. Ordinary birds are placed at a disadvantage by having 
their wings clipped. It by no means hinders them from roaming if 
so inclined, but once away from home they are quite helpless, and 
if not picked up by some charitable hand, fall easy victims to the 
hawk, fox, cat, rat, or what is even more likely, the stone of some 
village urchin cast either with the hand or from a catapult. 

Not much less reprehensible is the habit of keeping birds 
tethered.. This is most frequently done with the heron and birds 
of prey. Occasionally it may be necessary for a short time, but due 
provision should be made for the creatures obtaining exercise. The 
only excuse for this is when you have obtained a bird maimed with
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gun or trap, and are desirous of taming it. A good nurse who is 

very gentle and attentive, will often succeed with such a cripple as 

well as with a nestling, the very weakness of the bird seeming to 

quell its spirit. But in a general way there is no need either to 

cripple the wings or tether any bird. Should your pets fly away, 

  

  

Fie. 74.—A Sea-Gunu 

  

  just say to yourself that you have not been sufficiently patient and 

tender with their training, and try again. next season. You are 

bound to succeed at last, if on the occasion of failure you try to 

think what it was you did wrongly. The bird that is not both happy 

and healthy is hardly worth keeping. _ 

    

x2
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CHAPTER III 

FAMILIAR BIRDS FOR TAMING 

Wits adequate care any wild creature whatsoever may be taught 
to be quite friendly to man, so that to write a list for you of all you 
might try to tame would only be to repeat the names in natural 
history. But some are much more amenable to human influence 
than others, and if I describe a few of the most easily made pets the 
beginner may try them first, and afterwards the experience gained 
will enable him to deal with others. 

THE JACKDAW AND HIS CousINs 

Nearly every boy has once in his life tried to rear a jackdaw, and 
no other bird is more easily tamed or more amusing. The young 
are not difficult to obtain. It is sometimes asserted that the 
detached birds are more intelligent than the crowd, and this may 
perhaps be the case. You will often find a great colony of jackdaws 
all nesting close to one another in the crannies of an old ruin or the 
shelves of a cliff; sometimes when there are no suitable high places 
they take possession of disused rabbit-holes. But a single pair, 
disregarding the habits of their relations, built year after year in a 
hole in some elm-tree by the roadside or on the outskirts of a planta- 
tion, It does not require much climbing to reach the nest. 

At first the young may be fed with a paste made of cold water 
and barleymeal or oatmeal. With your pocket knife it is easy to 
make a wooden spoon shaped like a diminutive shovel to feed with. 
The jackdaw is also very fond of earthworms, which ought to be 
given sparingly at first, but more freely afterwards. In a very 
short while the bird will be delighted to pick them for himself as 
the mould is turned over with a spade. Soon, too, it will begin to
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pick up all sorts of scraps of bread and meat. No bird gives less 

trouble in rearing. 
The jackdaw becomes so tame that it will fly about among the 

poultry and come when called, but it is best to give it a home of its 

own. At first this may be a large cage of wickerwork, but after- 

wards you may build it a little wooden house with a front of wire 

netting and a padlock. Here it may be shut up safely at night or 

when you are away. Be sure to have a perch within. It likes a 

house of its own, and when the door is open will carry all kinds of 

rubbish in for the purpose of concealment. 

ce i ue re a: 
= ty TST A VC 

A eer (ys we ; 
A : wily Veta 

Ua Ngee 
      
  

  

  
  

            

     
  

  

  

  

  

            
  

  

                            

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

  

  
            

          
      

Fie. 75,.—Jacxpaw’s Hovusr 

It is very necessary to provide the jackdaw with water, as it is 

very fond of a bath, and never seems more in its glory than in the 

middle of a heavy rain-shower in summer. Unless some appro- 

priate shallow vessel is provided for it to dabble in, it will almost 

certainly come to grief in an open well or waterbutt. For it must 

get into water at any risk. 

With the jackdaw, as with other birds, you should feed very 

often in extreme youth. It will call and open its mouth long after 

ithas had enough, and by cramming it heavily and then leaving it to
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starve you are going the way to produce indigestion. As it becomes 

older it will attend to this for itself. , 

There are several birds that may be brought up in the same way 

and on the same food. One of them isthe rook. If you live near 

a large rookery you will find more than one youngster accidentally 

brought to the ground during a heavy gale of wind, so that you need 

not attempt the very difficult task of climbing to the lofty nests 

The rook, though not difficult to rear, does not, however, make 

such an amusing pet as the jackdaw. 

The carrion-crow frequently lives in close proximity to the 

rooks, and if you want to rear one it will be best to ask the keeper 

to obtain a nestling. A carrion-crow often develops a wonderful 

amount of character, and is very strong and hardy, so that it is 

easily tamed. 
Choughs were at one time much more common in England than 

they are now, but they are handsome and easily trained, so that if 

  

Fie. 76.—Tun Croucr 

luck were to throw one in your way it would be decidedly worth 

the trouble of rearing. They may be brought up exactly as you 

would bring up a jackdaw.
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TaLkinc PEts 

The jackdaw, the rook,and the chough are all capable of being 
taught to speak a word or two, but there are a few birds which 
seem to take more naturally than others to this accomplishment, 
They are the starling, the raven, the jay, and magpie. At one time 
there was a silly superstition prevalent that the way to make a 
bird speak was to cut its tongue with a silver sixpence. Now this 
was a cruel and ridiculous piece of rubbish, although many people 
will still tell you the nerve of the tongue ought to be cut. Do not 
on any account believe it. Birds are not improved by any such 
operation. Let us, however, take these pets one after another, and 

see what we can do with them. 

THE STARLING 

You may easily see from noticing the starling outside that he 
has great qualifications for becoming a pet. His lively, energetic 
methods of hopping and running, his glittering steel-black plumage, 

and his trick of quivering his wings, all make him out handsome 
and intelligent. It is pleasant to watch one on a sheep’s head pick- 

ing off the ticks, or during summer-time feeding with kine in a 
meadow. The cow as it crops the grass gives the starlings a chance 
to get at the grubs below, and you may see them busily thrusting 
their bills into the turf. Often at the same time a flight of 
swallows may be seen skimming to and fro, as if swung by an 
elastic band above the starlings and over the backs of the grazing 
cows. These last while munching disturb swarms of insects that 
fly upwards and attract the swallows. 

Starlings are so numerous that it is hardly worth while to give 
directions about finding them. But the pair that year after year nest 
in the same hole in a tree are likely to be more intelligent and docile 
than members of the crowd that frequent the old church, the 
chimney stacks and theruins. When a lot are together they depend 
on sentinels and leaders and become careless, but those that live by 
themselves and trust to their own cleverness must of necessity be 
sharp-witted. 

The young starling is a noisy creature, and apparently afflicted 
with perpetual hunger. Old birds thrive well on meal-worms and 
grubs of one kind and another, but I have always found it safest to
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keep the young on a vegetarian régime till they can hop about 

and pick up a little for themselves. White bread soaked in milk 

forms a very good diet for them. Only a little at a time should be 

given, and great care should be taken that the food is not allowed 

to become sour. If the bird is confined it ought to be in a large 

cage, for it is of very active habits, and soon becomes ill when 

deprived of exercise. When well treated, however, a stavling will 

  
Fre. 78.—Tam StTarnine 

live to a good old age. A friend of mine had one for close upon 

fourteen years, and it was accidentally killed at the end. 
Tt is a very imitative bird, and with patience may easily be 

taught to speak. Very early in the morning is the best time to 
give it lessons. Tiverything is then quiet, the bird is refreshed and 

energetic after its night’s rest, and is disposed to be very friendly 
with you. The first point is to get it to chirp back when spoken to, 

and that is soon accomplished if you always talk when feeding, and
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constantly call it by a pet name. Nobody else should be allowed to 
give it food, or attend to it. Indeed, this is essential to success in 

‘all kinds of taming. The bird ought to be induced to form a 
particular friendship with you. 

When a few months old it will begin to repeat almost any word 
that has been constantly spoken in its hearing. Only at first it is a 
very forgetful little pupil, and what it learns to-day will often be quite 

obliterated from its memory to-morrow. There is.no need to be 
discouraged, however. Ifyou persevere in this course of treatment 
the bird is sure to become a speaker at last. 

During the early months of its life the starling ought not to have 
quite as much freedom as an ordinary pet, and its cage or home 

ought to be in the quietest possible place, so that it will have little 
to distract its attention. On that account additional care will be 

needed to secure cleanliness. The cage should be frequently washed 

with water and carbolic soap, a daily bath provided and an insecti- 

cide occasionally used. Otherwise the bird’s plumage will suffer, 

and it will become exposed to disease. Yet all these things have, as 

far asis practicable, to be done without terrifying or frightening the 

bird. When once it has learned to speak well it may be allowed 

greater freedom without much risk of the gift being lost. 

THE RAVEN 

In his solemn black dress and with an expression of gravity as 

staid as that of an undertaker’s man, the raven seems almost too 

dignified for a pet. Nevertheless he is about the cleverest of all 

birds, and there is none more full of character and amusing ways. 

The great difficulty lies in getting a young one. Farmers and 

gamekeepers do not like the raven, the former because he will pluck 

out the eyes of a dying lamb or sickly sheep, and the latter on ac- 
count of his partiality for eggs and young game. So the raven has 
been chased away from many of his old resorts, and now breeds only 
on the wild moors and inaccessible seaside cliffs. It is not always 
convenient to go to the Highlands of Scotland, or even the moun- 

tainous parts of England, where he still breeds, and half the pleasure 
is lost when one is obliged to buy one’s pet from adealer. Still the 
disadvantage is less in the case of a raven than almost any other 
bird; however old he may be, if tamed at all he may easily be 

turned into a pleasant and familiar pet. But unless obtained when 

very young it is hopeless to try to teach him to speak, though none 

learns more quickly or talks more distinctly, provided the business
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of education is begun soon enough. A young one may be considered 

a great prize. If you wish to make it speak it is advisable to keep 

it in a large cage or small house with wire netting front for a time, 

taking care that it has little opportunity, especially in the morning, 

of hearing anything but the words or phrases of the lesson. One of 

them ought to be its own name. Afterwards it may be allowed the 

fullest liberty, and will return to a call. 

The rearing will not be found difficult. In a wild state the 

raven is a very free eater, preferring flesh in the shape of field voles, 

  

Fie. 79.—Tur Raven 

young rabbits, or even snails and worms, but not hesitating to help 

himself to various kinds of grain and fruit. Bread soaked in milk 

will do very well for the nestling,’and as it developes into a full- 

fledged bird, worms and bits of meat may be added. Carnivorous 

birds eat some vegetables, however, and a raven will do very well 

on a plate of seraps from the dinner table—selecting bits of bread, 

cabbage, and potatoes soaked in gravy, with a bone or two on which 

some pickings are left. As soon as he isso far advanced as to be y 

allowed freedom, he will soon let you see what his favourite food is,
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The raven, like the jackdaw and magpie, has a curious trick of 

carrying small articles away and hiding them, particularly if they are 

bright and shiny. He generally has one favourite hole, but does not 

conceal all his pilferings in it. Usually the habit causes nothing 

but amusement, but as he will carry off a jewel even more readily 

than a tuft of horse-hair, it is always worth while to search his 

quarters when any small article of value is lost. 

The raven lives to a very good age ; and if he has the free use of 

his wings, and meets with no untimely accident, may be kept while 

the child who first fed him grows to be a man with little boys and 

girls of his own. 

THE MAGPIE AND JAY 

Both of these birds are under the ban of the gamekeeper for 

stealing eggs and eating small birds, yet they are not so scarce as the 

  

Fie. 80.—Tur Macriz 

raven, and are to be obtained young without much difficulty. They 

‘ are very handsome, and if they are to be kept so, must be released 

from confinement as soon as ever they have learned their words, as
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in a cage their plumage soon becomes dirty and draggled. Anyone 

who has admired the soft swooping flight of the magpie, and the 

bright contrast of his colours that look black and white at a distance, 

though on a closer inspection it will be seen that the seeming black is 

really a dark purple, could not bear to clip or pull his wings, as is done 

frequently. And the largest cage is not big enough for the move- 

ment of the long handsome tail. Hampshire boys say there are 

two kinds of magpie—‘ bush mags’ and ‘tree mags,’ from the places 

where they build—but there does not seem to be any real difference 

between them. Neither jays nor magpies are yet so scarce that 

much difficulty is experienced in getting nestlings. The jay, how- 

ever, builds in the densest thickets, and demands more searching 

than the magpie which, despite its cunning, makes a very conspicuous 

nest. When very young a little boiled egg may be given with their 

bread soaked in milk, and they relish little bits of meat at an early 

date. Out of table scraps they will learn to pick suitable food for 

themselves. A magpie is very fond of a marrow bone, and its 

gestures are very amusing after it has extracted all the marrow 

within reach, and cocks its head so as to peer into the hole with one 

eye. But indeed a tame magpie allowed to fly about at large is 

the drollest creature imaginable, and will be a source of endless 

interest. : 

  

Fic. 81.—Tur Jay 

The jay closely resembles the jackdaw in character, though his 

bright feathers give him a more attractive appearance than hissolemn-
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liveried cousin. He takes a mischievous delight in tormenting any 
cat or dog with which he is farhiliar, and is also an habitual thief. 

All these birds ought to have plenty of water supplied them for 
drinking and bathing; otherwise they are almost sure to drown 
themselves in attempting to get at that in a waterbutt, or in any 
place to which it is easier to descend than to escape from. 

Should you be successful in inducing these birds to stay all the 
year, and there is no reason why this may not be done, it is well to 
remember their habits during the breeding season. Even close to 
towns, and still oftener in the country, many birds come to breed 
in the garden and grounds. ‘The flycatcher, the swallow, and 
others nest on the walls; thrushes, blackbirds, chaffinches, and 

hedge-sparrows, in appropriate spots of the garden. A tame magpie 
or jay, even when abundantly provided with food, will think it 

excellent fun to steal the eggs, kill the young, or pull the nest to 
bits. If you do not want that to happen, as it is pleasant to have so 
many wild things come of their own accord, the tame bird may be 

kept in confinement for a season. If you give him a short flight 

now and then before a particularly nice meal he will be all the 

better for the training. 

Hawks 

No pastime of the olden time excites the imagination more than 
falconry. Who does not wish he had been born in the Middle Ages 
when he tries to picture a company of gallant lords and gay ladies 
merrily riding forth with hound and hawk and hunting horn ?. The 
sport has never been allowed to grow entirely obsolete, but its ancient 
splendour is irrevocably gone. Perhaps, however, to its romantic 

associations may be traced the passionate desire of so many boys 
to have a tame hawk. It is a wish easily gratified. The fiercest 

birds are very easily tamed by those who set about it in the right 
way. To train them for hawking is a more difficult affair, and lies 
outside our province; yet any boy anxious to become a falconer 
can hardly do better than begin by rearing a hawk from the nest, 
and thus acquiring a practical knowledge of its character and 
peculiarities. 

Formerly there was a wide choice of species. Judging from the 
allusions in books, the kite, for instance, must have been exceedingly 

common, now it is scarcely ever seen. When the writer was a boy
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he knew a place where the hen-harrier built regularly, but there 

have been none in the district for years. It is the same with many 

other birds of prey. Gamekeepers, sportsmen, farmers, and poultry- 

keepers, thinking them more destructive than they really are, have 

shot them down mercilessly. Very few discriminate between the 
kinds, and whatever looks like a hawk, even though it be only a 

young cuckoo or a nightjar, can scarcely venture abroad without the 

risk of being shot. 

The gos or goose hawk has not bred in England for the last 

hundred years, but specimens are occasionally seen, and our artist 

was so fortunate as to obtain the photograph of one, which is repro- 

duced. It is fairly common in Norway, Germany, and other paris 

of the Continent, where nestlings are obtained without. much diffi- 

culty—the goshawk usually building on a very high tree. Its food 

consists of rabbits, squirrels, hares, game-birds, and poultry, and 

nestlings may be reared much in the same way as those of the 

sparrow-hawk. 
Hawks change their plumage at different ages and with the 

seasons, so that it is not always easy to identify them. Practically, 

there are only three generally obtainable as nestlings. You may 

know which is which by observing the following points. Roughly 

speaking, hawks are divided into two kinds, falcons and true hawks. 

The kestrel is afamiliar example ofthe former. Itis dark-eyed and 
long-winged, and particularly above hills and downs may be seen 

flying far and free, climbing up into the air, or hovering above a 
field-mouse so quietly you might imagine it suspended from the 
sky by some long invisible thread. Its cry of ‘kee-kee’ is well 

known. There are not many counties where it is not found, since 
gamekeepers have begun to see that it is not only harmless but 

useful. It does take a young partridge or pheasant occasionally, 
but lives chiefly on field-mice, small birds, grasshoppers, and 
beetles. When in a difficulty to find food for one, I used to give it 

earthworms, which it devoured with evident relish, being usually 
very hungry at the time. 

‘When once you know the kestrel, the sparrow-hawk will appear 
a striking contrast. It is yellow-eyed and short-winged, and is 

never seen soaring and flying in the free and magnificent style 
characteristic of the kestrel and other falcons. Sometimes when 
wandering in the fields you have, no doubt, seen a hawk skim 
lightly over the hedge almost close to you. This is the sparrow- 
hawk, who delights to hunt in woodland and hedgerow, and who
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pounces suddenly and dashingly on his prey. On a winter day 
when keen and hard set, he thinks nothing of dashing through the 
window of an aviary to 
get at the canaries. For 
his size there is no fiercer 
bird of prey. He is also 
very destructive, and yet 
there is no reason to 
grudge him his food. 
Since gamekeepers began 
to get the better of the 
hawks, starlings, sparrows, 
and other birds have in- 
creased so enormously as 
almost to become pests. 
These he devours readily, 
and also thrushes, black- 
birds, pigeons, and game- 
birds when he can catch 
them. But he really im- 
proves the shooting, for 
not being one of the Fra. 88 
swittest birds of prey, it is 
only the weak and ailing he can cut off. He loves to build in the 
fork of a tree on the outside of a long plantation, and when you 
find his nest it is best to keep the secret to yourself. Should it 
become common property, long before the nestling is fit for taking 

some of the sparrow-hawk’s numerous enemies are almost sure to 
harry the nest. 

The third of the trio is, for your purpose, the best of all. The 

pretty little merlin, xs you may see from his long wings, is a true 
falcon. Unfortunately, he has suffered greatly from persecution, 
and no longer breeds with us except in the northern counties, so that 
anyone living in the south of England is likely to experience some 
difficulty in obtaining a young specimen. The carelessly-made nests 
are found on the ground on the wild moors of Yorkshire and Northum- 
berland. Owners of grouse shootings are largely to blame for causing 
this bird to be destroyed. Some of them assert that he kills the 
grouse, but the statement igs ridiculous if we consider the com- 

parative size of the two birds. The merlin, however, cares very 
much less for mice ‘and such small deer,’ than the kestrel, and, 

Ld 
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cannibal that he is, makes his diet largely on birds a little smaller 
than himself. 

These three birds of prey—the kestrel, the sparrow-hawk, and 

the merlin—are the only hawks that are fairly within the reach of 
everyone. With a little trouble you will be able to obtain the first 
two easily for yourself, and the third also, if you happen to live ina 
suitable district. 

‘When sportsmen bring up a falcon from the nest, they call it an 
eyas; if they catch one and tame it after mature plumage has been 
assumed, it is called a haggard. They say that an eyas is never so 

strong as a haggard. ‘You will find this to be the case with almost 
any kind of pet, and rather more so than usual with hawks, because 
in a state of freedom they are accustomed to have daily exercise, and 
you cannot allow even a tame bird to range unless in your company. 

Still it is possible to rear a very strong and healthy bird if very great 
care is taken. i 

Extremely young birds are difficult to rear. They should be 
left till almost full-fledged, at any rate till the first down has been 
replaced by feathers. A nest should be provided in some empty 
room, and if the bird can take any flight at all it is best to tether it, 
especially as afterwards you may wish to take it with you when you 
go fishing or following any other open-air pastime. In doing this 
care must be taken not to use a fine string or anything that will 
lacerate the skin. A capital tether, or jess as the faleoners term it, 

  

Fie. 84.—A TrrHer or JEss 

may be made out of an old kid glove. You cut a rectangular piece 
into rather less than half an inch in width, and as long as you can 
get it. At one end of this make two slits half an inch apart, pass 
the other end through them—through the inner one first—and you 
have a loop against which the bird may pull as hard as it likes with- 
out injury. If you put in at the free end a little eyelet, such as a 
shoemaker inserts for the bootlace to pass through, a cord may be
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fastened to it, and the outfit completed. With a very tame hawk, 

and where other birds are not kept, this fastening may be dispensed 

with, but it is a very necessary precaution if pigeons or small birds 

also form part of your live stock. 

  
Fic. 85.—A Srarrow-Hawk TEruHErep 

Birds of prey feed their young very frequently, and when the 

nestling is first taken this should not be omitted. They have a way, 

which it is necessary to keep in mind, of devouring both fur and 

feathers, and casting up the indigestible portions. No doubt the 

stomach has been accustomed to this. Many attempt to feed hawks 

exclusively on raw meat or liver obtained from the butcher’s, and 

are astonished that the birds die. At first you should endeavour to 

continue the natural food, but if this cannot be done, stick feathers,
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fur, or, if these are not to be had, even tow into the raw meat. This 

need not be done every time, and yet the hawk ought not to have 

many consecutive meals without it. The castings come up in the 

shape ofan oval pellet. If this is dry and has no bad smell the bird 

is in good health ; if the contrary be true, it is out of condition, and 

you must try to find out what mistake in management has occurred. 

Be sure, also, as the birds grow up that a good bath is provided for 

them. 
A question to be determined is what food is most natural to each 

species. If there are many hawks about you may decide it for 

yourself. Watch the kestrel on a spring day, and it will be seen 

that it hunts without exciting the antipathy of small birds. It 

comes, let us suppose, flying high over the park, but stopping in 

mid-air every now and then with beating wings to gaze earthward, 

then it swoops down, stops suspended half a tree’s height above the 

ground, and finally drops like a stone on something with which it 

flies into the great oak or chestnut. While one was sitting in such 

a position I have seen a wood-pigeon fly into the'’same tree from 

another side and begin cooing, and it was followed by a blackbird, 
and after an interval by a pair of starlings. In a little time the 

kestrel rose from its perch, mounted on its strong wings, and went 

away over the top of a neighbouring plantation. The other birds 

must have seen it, but they raised no commotion and paid no atten- 

tion whatever to its proceedings. Evidently they do not look upon 

itasan enemy. They seem to be aware that the kestrel prefers 

mice to almost any other kind of food. The tame bird will take 

them greedily, and that, with the indifference of the little songsters, 

proves the case beyond doubt. It is quite true, however, that the 

kestrel when hard pushed for a meal stands on no ceremony with 

other creatures, and will gobble up any bird or young rabbit it can 

lay its claws on. In giving mice to a nestling, you must remember 

that one would be a very heavy meal, and in the nest would have 

to be divided among several clamorous birds. So it should be 

broken up, and only @ portion given at a time. The golden rule is 

to feed lightly and often. 
Now compare the foregoing picture with the hubbub that ensues 

among the big hawthorns when a sparrow-hawk puts in an appear- 

ance. How the blackbirds scream and how bravely (particularly 

if it be spring) the lesser birds unite to mob the intruder! Should 

a young thrush be taking its first unsteady flight, the sparrow- 

hawk will soon let you know what his diet is, and if the father
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or mother, as not infrequently happens, rush damntlessly to the 
rescue, the grim ravisher will not hesitate to quit the fledgling and 
strike him or her-down too. Now is the time to have the sparrow 
trap, described on a former page, in full working order. If con- 
tinuously set it will provide for your terrible pet. And sparrows 
are so excessively numerous and are such a plague in the garden, 
that there need be no scruples about taking a few till the sparrow- 
hawk has been accustomed to a diet procurable from the butcher. 

Ti will thrive as well on sparrows as a kestrel does on mice. 

Everybody will be pleased if you trap the latter, and the former, if 
they had the choice, would sooner encounter this fate than meet a 
lingering death from a discharge of sparrow shot,-which is the 
hint usually given them to seek new quarters. 

Should there be any difficulty about procuring mice or small 
birds another diet may be gradually introduced. The kestrel 
will feed readily on beetles, grasshoppers, and worms. Both it and 
the sparrow-hawk may have butcher meat once every two or three 
days, and at a pinch may be kept on this diet. It would be of little 

use to lay down any hard-and-fast rule as to the amount with which 
a full-grown bird should be supplied. The average bird will keep 

in good health on a very small quantity of clean boneless good meat 

daily, but. there is a great difference in individuals, and you must 

judge for yourself whether to give more or less. A bird that does 

not have much exercise will soon get out of sorts if allowed to cram 

itself at each meal, but once a week or so it is beneficial to give it as 

much as ever it will eat, followed next day by poor fare. Some people 

wash or steep in cold water the meat given to hawks, and this may 

be useful for birds rigorously shut up in cages, as it promotes diges- 

tion, but is bad as a regular diet. Meat for this purpose is prepared 

by being placed in cold water for twenty-four hours beforehand, and 

then well squeezed previous to being given to the hawk. 

Wild as a sparrow-hawk is by nature it becomes very tame when 

well fed and treated with gentleness. If you feed it with your own 

hand it will follow you like a dog, and may be taken about in all 

safety, first with the string, and then in perfect freedom. Under 

the circumstances, though, it will take a considerable flight, it 

shows very little inclination to dash at other birds; and some, 

perhaps from want of the parental training, appear to lose the hawk- 

ing instinct altogether. A sparrow-hawk reared in this way has 

been kept in a loft with pigeons, and after these got over their first 

fright lived in great friendship and amity with them. Of course if
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you were desirous to see it hunt a blackbirdor thrush in a hedge- 

row quite a different style of management would have to be 
adopted. But even with that end in view it is good to begin by 

rearing a hawk purely and simply as a pet. You may try the other 

plan with ‘a new one. 

The kestrel is much more frequently kept than the sparrow- 

hawk, but usually in a manner that is simply revolting. If asked to 

look at it, one may almost certainly expect to find either some miser- 

able creature mewed up ina cage, or a cripple hopping about with 

shortened wing, or a dismal prisoner chained to a post. What 

purpose is served by keeping it so it is difficult to understand. 

Certainly the kestrel is beautiful, but it isnot so beautiful asa parrot, 

and its plumage never is perfect in a cage, and whoever could 

mutilate its long exquisite wing cared little for beauty at all events. 

It is to be admired a hundred times more hovering or soaring with 

its mate above the green wold or grey stubble, than pining away its 

existence in such circumstances. 

There is the less excuse for it, because the kestrel is of a most 

affectionate disposition, and with kind treatment will become so 

attached to its owner that it will not think of forsaking him. As 

soon as it has learned to come to you for food it may be taken out- 

side, and will grow as companionable as: a jackdaw. The only 

training it needs is of a very simple kind. When it has begun to 

fly well and boldly, take it to an open place, where it will not easily 

lose sight of its master. This should be before a mealtime, when it 

is keen for food, and in the evening. Something of which you know 

it to be fond ought to be in your pocket. After a short flight it 

should be called by its name, and the dainty well exposed to view. 

On its return, which will take place at once, a small portion 

may be given, and this is to be repeated every time it flies away. 

It will soon fly to you like an arrow when called. Thus the bird is 

well exercised and happy, and affords abundant opportunities for 

you to admire its beautiful flight. It will mount and hover very 

prettily, but a tame kestrel does not take very readily to hawking 
on its own account. 

Much that has been said with regard to the others will apply 

equally well to the merlin, the smallest, but as many people think, 
the most beautiful of all our hawks. Although it soars as freely as 
the kestrel, unlike that bird it prefers feather to fur, and feeds 

almost entirely on birds smaller than itself. Naturally bold and 
fearless, if reared from the nest with the most ordinary care it grows
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up quite tame, without any conscious effort on the part of its 

trainer. 

The smaller a bird is, the more delicate seems to be its consti- 

tution, and the merlin needs to be reared with more care and atten- 

tion than is necessary with bigger hawks. On being taken from 

the nest it should be fed at frequent intervals either with very 

tender bits of meat or parts of a bird in good condition, and the 

  

-Fig. 87.—Tue Merrurn Frenpine 

process of accustoming it to a few regular mealtimes ought to be very 

gradual. Itwillthrive best afterwards on birds, and when you have 

a merlin one or two sparrow-traps must be kept going continually. 

It may be taught to fly in the same way as the kestrel, and will go 

and return quite as freely. 

In rearing a hawk, especially if it be a first one, it is best to 

concentrate all your attention on it. You will often succeed with
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one, when if you had tried to keep two or three, probably all would 

‘have died. ; 

To make it quite safe and comfortable the best plan is to build 

a special house for it. This you may easily do for yourself, all the 

material needed being some wood and nails, a few yards of wire 

netting, and some tarpauling. A favourable situation is against a 

wall facing the south or south-west. Let the house be as high as is 

convenient ; if too low going in and out will become such a nuisance 

after the first novelty has worn off, that there will be a temptation to 

neglect the very essential matter of cleanliness. The roof ought to 

be perfectly water-tight, as nothing is more injurious to hawks than 

damp, and their claws suffer if they are allowed to stand about on a 

muddy floor. The two sides should be of wood, and the front of 

fine-meshed wire netting. Thus fresh air and light will have free 

admission, and yet care must be taken that the hawk, from whatever 

angle the sunlight may fall, should have a'shadowy place in which 
he may escape its full glare. A door firmly secured by a padlock 
may be placed at one side. If the floor is of soft gravel this should 

be raked over every morning. The place will not only be prettier, 
but also more clean and wholesome, if one or two creeping plants 

are trained up the sides, for their roots will act the part of scaven- 

gers. The erection figured on a previous page (fig. 75) has been 

used in succession for jackdaws, hawks, and a raven. 
The advantage of such a house is that in it the bird may be 

happy and comfortable at those times when it is not possible to have 
him with you, and anyone will see at a glance whether he is all 
right or not. Never take him outside to be fed; should he be 
out call him in for the purpose, and he will soon come to regard the 

house as his own peculiar domain. Still it would not be worth 

while to tame a hawk for the purpose of confining him even in good 
quarters, and he should be taken out for exercise as much as possi- 

ble. Indeed, this is almost the only method of keeping alive his 

attachment. 
Nothing has been said about the diseases to which these birds 

are subject, and the best maxim is that ‘ Prevention is better than 
cure. Most of them result from defects in management, which 
should be found out and rectified. ‘The first moult is, however, a 

critical time for the young hawk, as it is for nearly all tame birds, 
and should be carefully prepared for. As the time for it arrives by 
abundant exercise and plenty of the best food an endeavour should 
be made to get the bird into first-class condition, as strength alone
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will enable it to resist the depressing effects produced at that 

period. If the bird can digest it, meat minced and mixed with a 
fresh egg is very strengthening; if it be weak, washed meat must 
be given. Good nursing is more important than medicine, and 
good nursing means close attention to food, cleanliness, and bathing, 

with an entire absence of disturbance. 

Tue Own 

Of all the natural sounds heard in the stillness of night there is 
none more certain to arrest attention than the long-drawn melan- 
choly hoo-oo-00 of the owls. In well-wooded districts where they 
have not been killed down, it is heard all the year round. During 
the hot months of summer it floats into the house through open 

bedroom windows, and keeps one awake listening; in winter it 
begins before the candles are lighted just when the distant woods 
are beginning to fade into the general blackness. Some people 
think the owl only hoots at certain seasons, but this is not correct 5 
there is not a month of the year in which it may not be heard. The 
bird no doubt has a call for courtship when he woos the lady owl, and 
another for his children when they have scrambled out of the nest 

and wait for their food on tree-branches ; but on winter nights he 
tu-whoos for no purpose, unless to give a finishing touch to the 
desolate scene. One that I have listened to many a night seemed 
to go his rounds with the regularity of a policeman on his beat. 
First he would hoot above a black coppice on a hill pasture, then 
a hoo-oo would announce that his soft noiseless wings had carried 

. him across the fields by a narrow strip of plantation, down the 

edge of which he flitted with several cries. Then he passed a 
long hedgerow and circled once or twice round the old house, and 

with a hoo-oo was off to the yard of a farm about a mile away, 

coasting from thence by the fir wood across the pasture, and back to 

the copse from which he started. He hooted every time he pounced 
on a mouse. 

Although no one who has closely watched owls has the slightest 
doubt as to the object of these peregrinations, you will find it advis- 
able to satisfy yourself on the point. There are keepers who still 
kill the owls, because itis alleged that they prey on young pheasants, 
and some farmers are convinced they steal the young pigeons. 
But in warring against this bird each of them is hunting a friend.
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‘Wheni the owl hovers about the hencoops he is really after rats and 

mice attracted by corn laid for the birds, and it is the same errand 
that brings him to the stack-yard and dovecote. How this has 
been proved it is interesting to know. Like other birds of prey the 

  
Fie. 89.—Tnz Woon-Own 

owl casts up the indigestible portions of its food in the form of a 
pellet, and obviously the way to find out what he is eating is to ex- 
amine his castings. This has been done by Dr. Altum, a well-known 
German naturalist. The result was to show that 706 pellets of the 
barn owl contained remains of the following creatures :—16 bats,
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8 rats, 237 mice, 693 moles, 1,590 shrews, and 22 birds. Armed with 
these figures, which could be supplemented by many other facts 
equally convincing, it is to be hoped you will make the owl: your 
friend and stick up for him. : 

There are many different species of owl, not one being very diffi- 
cult to rear. The most easily obtained, because the commonest, are 
the barn-owl and the wood or tawny owl. Old books assert the 
former to be the more prevalent, and that probably was the case 
once, but as it is fonder of human habitations than the other it has 
suffered more from the bird-stuffer. The tawny owl is probably now 
the more numerous. Itis hardly possible to roam much in the woods 
without coming across it in one shape or another. No wild bird seems 
to be more subject to disease, and in rookeries, where they are often 
found, you may very frequently see a dead one showing no wound 
marks. 

For a pet the owl should be invariably reared from the nest. 
You will find that of the tawny owl sometimes in an old crow’s 
nest, sometimes in the cleft of a tree or the crown of a pollard; the 
barn-owl is more frequently to be obtained in ruins, church towers, 
and disused lofts. 

‘What has been said in regard to other birds about the frequency 
with which the young are fed applies in every respect to the owl. A 

naturalist who had arranged a sort of house where he could observe 
them closely found that the old birds carried something to the 
nest once on an average every twelve minutes; another that two 
owls brought twelve mice to their young in twenty minutes. When 
the prey is only a veetle or other small insect on which the owl will 
live at a pinch, it is given whole; but small animals, such as mice, 

moles, and shrews are at first broken up for the young. 

If you can procure mice, therefore, that is by far the most 

suitable food for a young owl. The temptation at first is to give 

too much at atime. No doubt the digestive powers of the owl, like 

those of other birds of prey, are extraordinary, but it must not be 

forgotten that it is a much smaller bird than it appears. The long 

wings and fluffy feathers, without which it could not follow its prey 

so noiselessly, make what is really a tiny creature look like a big one. 

And the owlet is unmistakably greedy, so that it will devour far more 

than is good for it. Next to mice small birds are the best feeding, 

and should you be unable to procure either, recourse must be 

had to the butcher. Clean good liver, heart, or lights will be more 

easily digested than the best meat. Bits of rabbit or fowl will also be
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appreciated. A full-grown owl needs a certain amount of fur and 
feather as casting, but this should be given sparingly to the young 
one. If beef or mutton be given it should be the tenderest. All 
bones, fat, skin and gristle should be removed, and the meat steeped 
in cold water for at least twelve hours before being used. 

With carnivora the mistake is occasionally made of feeding with 
meat and nothing else. Birds of prey, however, consume in a wild 
state more vegetable food than is generally supposed. At any rate 
they thrive well upon a mixed diet in captivity. This should be 
attended to in the case of the owl, which requires especially careful 
feeding. Remains of berries are at times found in the pellets of 
wild owls and a tame one will peck at potatoes and other table 
vegetables. 

  

Fre. 90.—Tue Barn-Own 

Some of the best tame owls I have ever seen were kept by small 

farmers for purposes of utility. The bird is shut up in a barn or 

granary infested with mice, and forages for most of its own food— 

the owners declaring it a better check on mice than any cat. In 

such circumstances the nature of the bird is very well displayed. 

Without any. special effort on the owner’s part it will become very 
M
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tame and friendly, coming at the call of anyone who is in the hakit 

of giving it a scrap of food occasionally. One that I kept myself 

in this way would hop across the floor in broad daylight, but at 

night-time I had only to say Dick or very often say nothing at all, and 

in the pitch darkness he would come so softly it was impossible to 

tell the direction of his flight. He invariably alighted on my 

shoulder, took the expected tit-bit, and was off again. 

The owl is so cleanly in his habits that it may easily be kept 

in a living-room. Another that I had used to sit all day long on a 

perch in a shady corner of my study. It sat with its staring eyes 

and grave cat-like face so still and. motionless that many visitors 

never guessed it to be alive. On one occasion, an old doctor who 

was calling looked at it and exclaimed, ‘What a splendid bit of 

stuffing! Whom did you employ to doit?’ Then he put on his 

spectacles to get a nearer view, but you should have seen the start 

he gave when the owl suddenly fuffed in his face, snapped its 

crooked bill, and made as though it meant to get a piece of his 

nose ! 
Among our migrant owls the most suitable for taming is the 

short-eared one, that is sometimes called the woodcock owl, because 

it generally arrives about the same time as the woodcock. It is 

a wanderer that usually comes here only during the winter-time, 

returning to its more northern haunts to breed; yet when food is 

very plentiful it shows no reluctance to nest in this country. When 

the hill pastures in the south of Scotland were devastated by a 

plague of voles between the years 1888 and 1893 it appeared in 

immense numbers. A great many did not go away in April, as is 

their custom, but stopped to nest. It isa small owl with yellow 

eyes, unlike the barn-owl and wood-owl, which are black-eyed, and it 

is much more addicted to living on the ground than they are. It 

’ builds on the low branches of trees and on the heath, and is fre- 

quently to be seen hunting in open daylight. People used to think 

that sunlight blinded owls, but even the wood-owl may sometimes be 

observed flying through the day, and if you keep one as a pet you 

will find it quite wideawake when you are. 

They are not extraordinarily clever birds, but perform some 

amusing antics, and their way of puffmg and snoring and clattering 

with their bills, combined with an appearance so solemn and sedate, 

inclines one to laugh even after everything about them has become 

very familiar.
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WatTeErR- BIRDS 

Few of those birds that haunt the river-bank or the pond are 

very desirable as pets. The kingfisher has been tamed, but one 

would rather see it flashing up and down a stream than perching 

disconsolately in a cage. A dipper, too, may be tamed, yet it never 

looks so well in captivity as when nodding its head on a stone pro- 

  

Vic. 91.—Tur Dipper 

truding from some rushing torrent, or flying over the runnels of 

an upland brook. Even the water-wagtail, which is no uncommon 

captive, is ever so much prettier making little runs or fluttering 

after the insects in the meadows close by the grazing cattle. It may 

be noticed that this pretty little bird resembles many others in liking 

to be near the larger animals, just as if it had a taste for their 

company. Birds may often be seen, but especially in winter, hover- 

ing about flocks and herds in the fields, or keeping in the vicinity of 

stables, cowsheds, and other animal dwellings. The reason is, that 

flies and various insects are attracted to the big beasts, and birds 

come to feed on them. On this account the wagtail is a very useful 

creature. Those who keep it as a pet—which is not to be recom- 

mended—should bear in mind that its food consists very largely of 
M2
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insects. It will wade in shallow water for gnats playing close to the 
surface, and should any small fry come near it proves itself a keen 

and clever fisher. ; 

The waterhen or moorhen is, perhaps, the commonest of all water- 

birds, and is naturally friendly to man. Seen close at hand its 

colours are much more striking and pretty than they appear at a 
distance, when it is swimming among the sedges or under the willow 
branches. Once, during a very hard frost, I made several of them 

so tame they would feed out of my hand. It was at a very quiet 
and lonely house situated close to a river, so slow and pond-like in 

character the stranger had to throw in a stick to find out which way 
it was flowing. When the river was frozen the birds betook them- 

selves to wet ditches and springs for a time, but a fall of snow came, 

followed by still harder weather, and many were brought near 
starvation. Rather shyly at first, but more boldly as their hunger 
increased, they began to come about a large yard, out of which the 
snow had been swept, and where the poultry were fed. Seeing them 
wait about I fed the fowls very lightly, and retired to a little dis- 

tance. As soon as the coast was clear the waterhens ran up to the 

gate, peered through, ventured in, and claimed a share. The few 
grains of barley they could get, however, only whetted their appetite ; 
and though they made off when a human figure approached, it was 
only to hide under.the privets and other undergrowth of a strip of 
rough plantation, stretching from the house towards the river, 
When another handful of barley was thrown down they quickly re- 
turned, and though they kept a sharp eye on me, standing quiet and 
motionless at a little distance, their confidence increased as they 
found themselves unmolested. Before the end of the second day 
one or two of the boldest ventured, though timidly, to feed on the 
outskirts of the flock of chickens, even while I was standing in the 
midst. These, by-the-bye, were all hens ; the cocks kept suspiciously 

aloof. For over a fortnight the hard weather continued, and the 
moorhens grew even more hungry. Out of pity I laid down one 
good meal just at dusk, and retired so that they could have as much 
as they liked before bedtime, but during the day food was doled out 
most parsimoniously, and only those got any who came up frankly 
and bravely to claim it. When scraps from the table were thrown 
down and one made off with a lump of bread or potato, the rest 
invariably gave chase, and made a scramble for it ; then they would 
come and look quite pathetically through the gate at the fowls 
being fed in the opposite corner, till one would sidle up again. But



FAMILIAR BIRDS FOR TAMING 165 

in the nipping, chilly weather, their appetites were insatiable, and one 
that got a morsel without being even frightened came back as soon as 
it was eaten, and others followed its example. At last I had quite 
a flock of moorhens feeding at my feet, and some became quite 
impudent in their attempts to get food out of my hand. They 
returned daily long after the frost had broken up. When I had 

been away for years—I was only a visitor—the people told me the 

waterhens continued even in the breeding season to come up for 

their food, and seemed to think they had a right to share what the 

barn-fowls got. 
Naturally the moorhen loves the water, and unless you have a 

small pond or ornamental water for them to swim in, it is not fair to 

confine them in any way. The droll little chicks swimming with 

the mother, like tufts of black wool borne hither and thither by gusts 

of wind, are so pretty on the water one would not wish to see 

them kept on land, even though without much trouble they can be 

brought up with domestic fowls. More interesting by far is it to 

make the taming of wild ones an occupation for the Christmas 

holidays or any period of hard and prolonged frost. There is not © 

in the British islands any bird more easily tamed than the waterhen ; 

indeed, if left to itself it becomes half tame of its own accord. 

Tn winter it is compelled to eat almost anything, and not only 

visits the stackyard for grain, but scrambles up the hedges for hips 

and haws; however, its natural food in summer consists of insects 

and their larvee, worms, slugs, and the buds of various species of 

water-weed. It seems to flourish on the ordinary food served out 

to the chickens. 
The coot in many respects resembles the waterhen, but cannot 

. in the same way be coaxed into friendliness during hard weather, 

for it isnot such a stay-at-home as its companion. When pond 

and river ave frost-bound. it stretches its wings and makes off to 

the sea-side. On any water where they are not exposed to disturbance 

coots soon become tame if fed and made much of, but it is hardly 

worth while to keep them under control. 

The mallard, or wild duck, makes an amusing pet, and the 

simplest way of rearing it is as follows: look out for a nest which 

sometimes you will find on the crown of a pollard and sometimes 

among the weeds. It is best to harry it outright, though in a 

general way it is cruel to rob a nest of all its contents. But the 

result does not always come out well if but one is taken. The 

clutch ought then to be set under a sitting hen or broody duck,
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and hatched just as if they were Aylesburys. Should a family of 
tame ducks be reared at the same time it will be found interesting 
to note the points of difference. The wild birds if treated kindly 
will grow up as tame as the others, only they are very much more 
lively and clever. If suddenly frightened after they can fly they 
are apt to make off and never return, but if carefully tended they 
mate with their domestic neighbours, and become quite dull and 
respectable. Of their food it is unnecessary to speak, as that which 
serves the others will do for them also, and no one, unless in very 
exceptional circumstances, would dream of rearing a wild duck by 
hand. 

The heron is not often deliberately sought after as a pet, and never- 
theless may be seen in the precincts of many a house in the country. 
Generally it has come by accident. A bird that has been caught 
in a trap or had a wing broken by shot may often be nursed back 

  

Fie. 92.--Tun Cormorant 1n Summer Dress 

into health and vigour. One that I have seen was so tame it 
would follow its master in the fields like a dog, but the majority



FAMILIAR BIRDS FOR TAMING 167 

are only half domesticated, and continue to be a terror on account 
of their fierce temper and formidable beaks. They are easily fed. 
In freedom they live on fish, frogs, rats, mice, young birds and almost 
any living thing they can lay hold of, so it is easy to provide for 
them a healthy mixed diet. 

As a rule sea-birds ought to be struck .out of the list of birds 
kept in captivity. In Orkney a friend of mine has a cormorant, or 
scarth as it is called there, that comes to the house, and is quite tame 
all winter, but goes away in spring, and the cormorant is one of the 
few sea-birds that have long been domesticated. But even itis not 
very desirable. Unless a bird can be kept under its natural con. 
ditions, or very nearly so, it is a pity to keep it at all. 

Should you desire as an experiment to rear any water-birds not 
mentioned here, no difficulty will be experienced in doing so if you 
find out the creature’s food, and work on the principles that have 

been laid down. 

Witp PicEons 

There are no fewer than five kinds of wild pigeons among British 

birds. Two of them only need concern us just now. The passenger 

  

Fic. 93.—'I'uu Passenaer Pranon 

pigeon is occasionally kept in confinement, but is not met with in a 

wild state except accidentally. It breeds in Canada and the northern
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part of the United States, and is not suitable for our purpose. Turtle- 
doves are very common, and come to this country to make their 

  

Fic. 94.---Tun Turtiz-Dove 

nests. They are among the tamest and most easily kept cage birds. 
If liberty be allowed them, however, they are certain to go away in 

  
Fie. 95.--Tur Rocr-Dove
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autumn. Rock-pigeons are not migratory, but if taken young mingle 
so freely with the usual inmates of a dovecote, that they may be 
treated as common house-birds. 

Ring-doves and stock-doves have always been very favourite 
pets, however, and may be tamed with very little trouble. The two 
are sometimes spoken of as if they were one, but if you have any 
difficulty in distinguishing between them, it is easy to remember the 
following points. Ring-doves are considerably larger, and have a 
pretty white band on their necks from which they get their name. 

    REE 

Fic. 96.—Tue Rine-Dove 

The stock-dove is smaller and darker, and has no ring on its neck or 
any white feathers in its wing. In obtaining the young there will 
be no difficulty about knowing which is which. The ring-dove or 

cushat makes a poor rickety nest in some tree or tall hawthorn 
hedge, but the stock-dove likes some kind of crevice. It will build 
in a rabbit-burrow or a hole in a tree, in a disused magpie’s nest, or 
the ivy of an old wall, in the hollow stock of a pollard or even on the 
bare ground. 

Both of these birds are curious examples of the fact that birds
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which are most timid and wary in the fields are, if their distrust be 

once conquered, the boldest and most confiding. It matters little 

whether taken early or late they are very easily brought up, and 

if treated with ordinary gentleness and attention become perfectly 

fearless and friendly. 

No doubt when roaming about the plantations you have noticed 

the mother feeding her young. Little village boys who rear tame 

cushats may at times be seen following her example. They take 

the bird’s mouth in their own, which they have previously filled 

with food, and make believe to be a mother cushat. It is not un- 

pleasant to see a baby-bird continually endeavouring, as it might 

appear, to kiss the ragged urchin who is so kind to it, ‘bul if you do 

not like that method it is easy to feed the callow nestling with a 

wooden spoon, such as you 

may make with a pocket 

knife. When very young the 

nestling’s food should be 

cooked. The old birds do 

not feed with half-digested 

grain as some people think, 

but with a kind of secretion 

answering to milk in mam- 

mals. In a wild state they 
will not eat oats, but I have 

seen them fed with oatmeal. 

Barley-meal porridge is best, 

however, only if boiled be 

Fie. 97. —THr Srocu-Dove sure to give it cold. It is not 
long before they are able to 

peck for themselves, and then wheat makes an excellent diet. 

When young, stock-dove and ring-dove may be treated alike, but 
the former is more addicted to eat the small seeds of charlock and 
other weeds than the latter. 

Both in youth and maturity doves are great gluttons, and if 

you watch how often and how plenteously the natural feeding takes 
place it will show whattodo. If youare very kind to it, and supply 
plenty of food, the cushat becomes a very agreeable pet, cooing and 
strutting before you with great vanity. And if you obtain a pair 
they are very likely to build in the cedar or other tree near the 

house, and will bring the young to be fed. It is sometimes asserted 

that in such a case the whole family is likely to go away in autumn, 
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but this will not occur if you are generous with the grain. Their 
migrations, as far as this country is concerned at any rate, are 
always in search of food. A cushat or stock-dove soon becomes 
quite friendly with tame pigeons, and may be taught to live in the 
dovecote with them, passing freely out and in. It is at pairing-time 
that they are most likely to go away. 

Tue BuLiFincH 

On a sunny winter day when the undergrowth of the hedges is 

all shrivelled up, and the dry remains of creeper and trailer whistle 

and rustle as the keen } 

north wind plays with 
them, the thorns would 

be black were it not for 
the branches covered with 

ruddy haws, and the red 

but frost-bitten and rot- 

ting hips hanging where 
the wild roses flowered. 

Two birds, a cock and hen 

bullfinch, may frequently 
be seen hunting for seeds 

along the desolate fence. 

Each works on its own 

account, and sometimes 
they are close together, 
and often many yards 

apart. But they do not 
like to be separated, and 

for ever are in a silvery Fie. 98.—Tue Bunnrincr 

  

  

tender voice, uttering the 

call note that tells their whereabouts. At night when the red sun 

is setting and the sparrows are chattering and quarrelling over 

their roosts in the shrubbery, and the starlings are gathering in 

the reeds, and the woodman looks out for a big log to carry home 

and says to his mate ‘We ave in for a keen frost,’ the two pretty 

birds, their day’s work ended, go off lovingly together to roost in 

a quiet nook of the forest. And on so many winter days are the 

bullfinches seen they seem to be common and numerous. Perhaps
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the bird-catcher comes to prove by the number taken that this 

is actually so. Yet as the year changes they disappear. Tarly 

summer comes round again, the apple-trees have lost their blossom, 

the lane is odorous with flowering hawthorn; the cuckoo and 

the nightingale have returned with many another migrant, but the 

bullfinches have disappeared. Itistrue the gardener vows they are 

making havoc among his fruit-buds, but out in the fields they are 

invisible. 
Tt is the character disclosed by the true reading of these incidents 

that far more than‘his pretty colours has made the bullfinch from 

time immemorial a prime favourite with those who keep birds. He 

is of a most affectionate disposition ; and while many songsters part 

from their mates as soon as the breeding season is over, he takes 

his wife ‘for better for worse,’ and is as constant in midwinter as 

in spring. Then he lavishes a wealth of care on his children, and 

though quite bold at other seasons is very shy and wary at nesting- 

time. Quite characteristic too is the fact that the old birds keep 

the young brood beside them longer than any other kindred species. 

Now the love and constancy of the wild bullfinch for its own kind 

may in the tame bird be easily transferred to the human owner, and 

many curious tales are related of their unchanging fidelity. 

Nearly all the bullfinches taken in this country are captured 

either with bird-lime or with a net and call-bird. The one advantage 

about obtaining a full-grown one is, that it is constitutionally 

stronger, and consequently less liable to disease than a nestling. 

Nor is it by any means difficult to subdue, so that for an ordinary 
cage-bird a trapped one is perhaps the most suitable. Yet, to have 

a bullfinch at its best, and to see how very tame and affectionate it 
may become, the rather arduous task of rearing must be under- 
taken. 

Not only with the bullfinch, but in the case of every bird known 
to have a delicate constitution, there are certain points to be very 
carefully observed. One is the question of temperature. The im- 
portant matter is to keep this always the same, or at least to allow 

of no sudden changes. When the nestling is very young, it should 
be covered every night with a piece of dry soft flannel attached to 

the basket or box in which it is kept, care being taken, however, not 

to smother it. Neither in winter nor in summer ought a bird to be 
suddenly transferred from a very cold room into a warm one, or 

vice versé from a warm room into a cold one. In our climate 

the temperature hardly ever sinks so low that it would freeze a 
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native-born bird to death within doors, provided that there are no 
draughts. More ill than good often results from taking too much 
precaution, and bringing birds too near the heat during an unusually 

‘cold night. 
Then it is essential to be very careful about the food of the bull- 

finch. To offer it bits of sugar and other delicacies is altogether 
mistaken kindness. The bullfinch thrives best on a plain diet of 
rape-seed and green stuff, such as lettuce and chickweed. In its wild 

state it eats groundsel, thistledown, and nettle-seeds, together with 

many kinds of wild berries. Any of these is better as a variety 

and change of diet than hemp-seed, which produces very injurious 
effects. To the callow nestling may be given tiny pieces of stale 

bread, which should first be soaked in water, then squeezed as dry 

as possible, and dipped in boiled milk. Great care must be taken 

to see that it isnot sour. To this may be added very tiny bits of 
the tenderest lettuce. 

Tf it can be done there is no better guide in this matter than to 

watch what the old birds are feeding with, and then an abrupt 

change of diet may be avoided. The bullfinch consumes very few 

insects, and lives mostly on vegetables, so that it is sometimes possible 

to find out to which plants it most resorts at the particular time when 

its young are taken. As soon as the young birds commence to peck 
for themselves, they should have access to plenty of fine sand. Even 

with all possible care they are not long livers, and during their short 
existence are liable to many diseases. 

The bullfinch is not naturally a powerful or brilliant songster, 

but picks up a tune very readily. If you can whistle well, you 

may teach one a tune by going over it at feeding-time, taking care 

that his attention is not distracted by other notes. Out of doors 

a bird is naturally disposed to song after it has fed well, and that 

is the time to teach it. There seems to be a considerable differ- 

ence of ear in the birds, and with some it is useless to persevere. 

Should you not be able to whistle, it is better to abandon this part 
of its education altogether. A bullfinch, whether it can pipe an air 

or not, makes a very pleasant and amusing pet. 
Some people say that a nestling, if it is to go at large, should 

not be allowed out till a hard frost and snow come, when it is pretty 

certain to return immediately. To wait for this is, however, quite 

unnecessary. When the bird is between three and four weeks old— 
supposing it to have been taken when about ten days out of the 

egg, it will hop on your finger and go anywhere with you. Being a
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dependent creature, it will rely upon you for its food long afterwards, 
and follow you about for it. As this may be obtained outside in 
that season, the feeding and taming of the bird may go on together, 
and, provided you are very gentle and patient, it will resist every 
temptation to leave you. 

Trick Brrps 

In the bird shops it is very common to find various small birds, 
recommended because they are able to perform some little operation, 
such as dragging a tiny waggon with seeds in it; drawing water out 
of a well by means of a little pitcher; lifting a lid to reach food; 
falling down dead, turning a small wheel, and so on. The birds most 
commonly taught these feats are the siskin, of which something has 

alr eae been said, its fieldmate the redpoll, and the goldfinch. All 
of them are bold, in- 
telligent, and very 
easily trained. For 
other reasons they 
make admirable pets, 
but the practice of 
teaching these per- 
formances is not to 

be recommended. A 
considerable ainount 
of cruelty is involved, 

not only in the teach- 
ing of them, but-in the 
daily practice, with- 
out which they are 

Fie. 99.—Tur Lesser Repponn speedily forgotten. 
Out of a given number 

of birds, three-fourths will not learn at all, and the rest have to 

be starved into doing so. Afterwards, they must be kept in strict 

confinement, and when a bird is caged, the least you can do 

is to give it free access to food and water without imposing a 

task for each bite or sip. Besides, the intelligence displayed is of 

a very feeble and silly kind. Much more interesting and amusing 

is it to make the birds perfectly happy and comfortable. They 

then develop their mental powers in a pleasant and natural way, 

and, if you watch them keenly, it will be an endless diversion to 
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find out which of their actions are purely habitual, and which intel- 

ligent. Tor you will find a bird do many things merely because its 
father or mother did them. A tame starling will go on for years 

searching for grubs in a hearthrug, just as if it were green turf;. a 

young lapwing will crouch ona carpet and think itself as well hidden 

as if it were among the grey stones of its own colour in the field 

where it was born; an oxeye tit will hang on to a window curtain 

and look for insects, just as if it were among the discolouring Sept- 

ember woods.. Every now and then, however, a bird tries to think 

on its own account, and does something original. To watch such 

displays of intelligence is better than to see a bird perform the same 

mechanical feat precisely in the same way over and over again. 

Nearly all birds are vain and self-conceited, and marked each with 

its own peculiar oddities of character, and the antics by which these 

traits are expressed are free and abundant in proportion to the lack 

of restraint. 
Before I say anything about the individual birds, there is a 

trick attempted on wild birds, against which a word of warning may 

be said. It is to remove bodily a nest of. halt-fledged young-—nest 

and young birds both—and put them in a cage, through the wires 

of which the parents may feed their children. 

Now the result of this experiment is usually disastrous. First 
of all, every old pair of birds will not follow their offspring, but many 

go away in high dudgeon, leaving the poults to die in your hands. 

If, after a few hours, the brood is replaced in its original position, it 

is almost always forsaken. 

But suppose the first step accomplished, and that the old birds 
have followed the nest, chirping and fluttering with anger and excite- 

ment,.and actually begin to feed; in nineteen cases out of twenty 

the whole brood die before many days are over. They are exposed 

to a great variety of accidents. The cat eyes their coming with 

pleased surprise, and prepares for a hearty meal. If the cage is 

hung out of her reach, it is probably on the wall in the open air, and 
is forgotten during a thunderstorm. As a consequence, the birds, 

having no sheltering wings to protect them, are drowned by the rain. 

With the best luck and the finest weather, however, it. generally 
happens that the young family are found cold and dead a few 

mornings after the removal of the nest. Anyone who has tried it 
will tell you that is what generally happens, and perhaps, if we try 

to understand the reason, ib may assist us to treat our own pets 
successfully. 

One thing the old birds will hardly do, is to enter a cage and
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brood their young. The latter are not half feathered, and, as the 
nights are chilly, must suffer horribly from cold. 

But, worst of all, the parents, though they bring food, are shy 
of the human dwellings, and come but seldom, comparatively speak- 
ing. Now a very careful observer has noted the following facts 
about the frequency with which old birds feed their young. Spar- 
rows, he says, feed thirty-six times in an hour, which, at the rate of 
fourteen hours a day, is 3,500 times in a week. Redstarts were 
observed to feed their young with little green grubs from gooseberry- 
trees, twenty-three times in an hour. Chaffinches fed at the rate of 
thirty-five times in an hour for five or six hours, after which they would 
take a ten minutes’ rest. The titmouse fed sixteen times in an hour.! 

It will be worth your while to hide one sunny day among the 
broom on the common, or the long grass in the orchard, and watch 
for yourself how often a linnet or chaffinch carries food to her young. 
Then, should anyone remove a nest to the house, compare the 
number of visits with those paid in freedom. You will find that 
the little birds do not get one meal now where they had six before. 
Of course their delicate constitutions will not stand such a sudden 
change, and the result is disastrous. 

Another objection to the system of getting old birds to feed their 
young is that it hinders you from the constant communication with 
your charge that must occur before you can nurse and feed it. To 
give the old birds a chance you have to keep carefully away from 
the cage, whereas to get on good terms with its inmates you should 
be as much beside them as possible. 

To return to our trick birds, however: besides those mentioned 
the canary and many others might have been included. Among 
them the goldfinch is one of the prettiest and most charming. So 
great is the demand for it that a few years ago it seemed in danger 
of extermination by the birdcatchers, who take it very easily with 
a call bird and net or limed twigs, as goldfinches go in flocks 
during autumn and winter. Recently it has become quite plenti- 
ful. Very likely you have seen it hawking prettily after blowing 
thistledown or hanging on to the plant. It is very fond of the 
wild seeds produced on waste or badly tended grass land, and gene- 
rally flourishes when farmers are in a bad way. One great advan- 
tage of having the goldfinch as a pet is that it will live a very long 
time, as much as eighteen or twenty years in a Gage; ; probably 

longer if allowed to roam at large. 

* See A Familiar History of British Birds, by the late Edward.Stanley, D.D. 
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Tse CHAFFINCH 

For causes the reverse of many which give value to the bull- 

finch the bold sturdy chaffinch is prized. To the country boy it is 
as familiar as the sparrow. Its brief and not over-tuneful song 

seems a part of the spring, and one can hardly think of roadsides 

when buds are swelling, of an orchard breaking into flower, or of a 

young plantation odorous with spring’s perfume, but the twink, 

twink, and the little trill of the chaffinch are remembered too. On 

some parts of the Continent, notably in Thuringia, a great deal is 

thought of the bird’s singing, but this may be accounted for by its 

pleasant associations. iveryone likes to hear the yellowhammer’s 

monotonous cry for ‘A very little bread and no che-ese,’ but we 

cannot term it musical, and that of the chaffinch is not more tune- 

ful. The bird is a great favourite in the East End of London, where 

the rough costermonger will often show himself most solicitous for 

the welfare of his chaffinch. But he generally keeps it in a cage too 

wretchedly small for the purpose, and is otherwise inconsiderate ; 

yet, so vigorous is the constitution of the bird, it will live for many 

years in close confinement. 

A full-grown chaffinch if caught in autumn or winter will 

usually become tame with ordinary care, but after it has begun to 

work on its nest or even after it has paired, if trapped and put in a 

cage it is apt to refuse food and die. Full-grown chaffinches ought 

not to be captured after the middle of January. The cruelty in- 

volved in taking any mature bird during the actual breeding season 

is so obvious that it needs no pointing out. The practice is, in addi- 

tion, quite useless as far as the chaffinch is concerned, for the 

prisoner mopes and pines and is almost certain to die. 

Tn its wild state the chaffinch is insectivorous in summer, but 

eats grain and vegetables in winter. The parents feed very boldly, 

and you will not find it difficult to see exactly what they bring 

to their young—small grubs and larvee as a rule. These are easily 

obtained, and form the best food for the nestlings, which will 

thrive almost as well, however, on bread steeped in boiled milk. 

Almost any kind of bird-seed will be eaten by them afterwards, 

and when one is allowed freedom for most of the day he will feed 

himself. A little bit of meat may be given now and then with 

advantage. The chaffinch being a very cleanly creature, ought to 

have plenty of water supplied for drinking and bathing. 

  

N
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An amusing bit of natural history may be studied in a chaffinch 

better than in-almost any other bird, viz., birdlanguage. You know, 

T dare say, that birds can talk in a way; if not, stand and listen for 

an hour to the utterances of a barndoor hen with a brood of young. 

She is, let us suppose, tethered to her shelter on a grassplot, and the 

active chickens are scampering about seeking for insects and peck- 

ing at the clover. Let a cat appear ata distance. She notices it 

long before the human spectator does, and sounds a note of alarm 

to her brood that is at first low, but grows louder if the enemy 

approaches. Itis very different from the clucking invitation with 

which her brood are called together if you throw her afew grains of 

barley or other food. Again, should the chicks range too widely, 

look how she pretends to have found a titbit in a corner, and how 

easily they discern between her real cry to them and the imitation 

of herself with which they are called together. They hastened up 

for the food, but all her fuss is insufficient to bring them together 

now. The cluck, cluck, with which she gathers them under her 

wings at night is entirely different again. 
The chaffinch has a much more extensive vocabulary than the 

hen. Its tiny love-song is familiar to all of us as trilled from the 

trees when buds are opening. Its low twink, twink of indignation 

and alarm when one comes near its nest is equally common. The 
gentle call-notes which the birds address to one another, the plain- 

tive ‘weet, weet’ so often heard from them before rain, and the 

little chirp with which the birds talk to each other when flying in 
company, are only a few of their most easily apprehended sounds. 

A very great pleasure is to be derived from trying to understand the 
language of any bird. It is full of as many inflections as a Greek 

verb, but is not nearly so difficult to learn, especially if you try to 
imitate the sounds till you can produce on the birds the same effect 
that would have followed the calling of their mates. 

Tue YELLOWHAMMER 

It is curious that while finches and linnets make highly agreeable 
pets, the buntings hardly repay the trouble of rearing. The yellow- 
hammer is at once the most beautiful and familiar of them. Its 
canary-like appearance is probably answerable for the fact that it 
is often a boy’s first pet. But the result is disappointing. The 
yellowhammer’s song is so brief and monotonous no one cares to
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keep it for its musical accomplishment. Then a little observation 
would convince anyone that its nature is too dulland stolid for it to 
become a sprightly companion. What-a long time it will sit on the 
same twig repeating the same wearisome chant! During the mating 
season the cocks often engage in vigorous battle, but their vivacity 
subsides before autumn arrives. 

Unless the tame yellowhammer is very carefully attended to 
and allowed great freedom, 
with free access to water and 
dust, its bright plumage 
quickly fades. After that it 
becomes a dull, listless, mo- 
ping, sobér-hued bird, and 
very unlike its pretty brothers 
and sisters at liberty. It is 
mentioned here not because 
it makes at all a desirable 
pet, but on account of its. 
being frequently taken by 
those who are misled by its 

appearance. 
Grown-up birds should not be sought for. They are rather 

difficult to tame, and, before they can be trusted out of the cage, 

have usually lost the best tints in their plumage. It is, however, 
easy to obtain the young, as nests are plentiful and easily found. 

The old birds feed their offspring with the larvee of insects—a diet 
that may be advantageously continued ; but the nestling may be 

brought wp on bread-crumbs soaked in boiled milk. Later on, an 
occasional feast of ants’ eggs will prove beneficial, and after maturity 
it will peck all the ordinary kinds of bird-seed. It does not live so 
long as the chaffinch, and, ‘as it is not so strong in constitution, 

demands far more care. 
If ever you want an old one, it is well to remember that often 

during winter yellowhammers hang about barn-doors and rick- 

yards with the mixed flocks of finches and bramblings, and may be 

captured without difficulty. 

  

Fic. 100.—Tur YELLowHAMMER 

Tue LINNET 

This bird never goes out of fashion. It was a favourite pet ages 

ago, and remains so still. The nest should be sought for on com- 
n2
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mons and among the gorse of uncultivated land; and the young, if 
taken when from ten to fifteen days old, are not difficult to rear. 
When wild, the linnet is very useful to the farmer, as its food con- 

sists mostly of the seeds of those plants that are most troublesome 
te him, such as wild mustard, thistles, dandelions, docks, and 

nettles. It has a very good digestion, and an old one will eat most 
of the ordinary bird-seeds. The parent birds feed the callow nest- 
lings on tiny grains of seed, carefully shelled, and softened by being 
kept in the crop. On taking one, you may substitute for this, stale 

  

  

  

  

Fie. 101.—Tur Liynet 

e 

bread soaked in water, squeezed dry, then dipped in milk and 

squeezed dry again. As he becomes older, green-stuff, such as 

chickweed and lettuce, ought to be given freely. JLLinnets are all 

the better if a tiny morsel of salt be mixed with their food, and, as 

they are fastidiously clean in their habits, water to bathe in and 
sand to dust in should be provided. 

When the linnet is brought up from the nest it is very tame 

indeed. I have seen one that was frequently taken to school, and 
appeared to be perfectly happy and undisturbed, sitting on its 

owner’s jacket, while he was in the midst of a perfect rabble of
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noisy playing boys. It warbles very prettily, and, if you whistle 
nicely to it in the morning, before the world is astir, is capable of 
learning a simple tune. Many are trained to imitate other birds. 

They are also occasionally taught various tricks. Yet a linnet is 
never more interesting than when it knows nothing but its own 
devices, and only whistles its native airs. One good thing about it 
is that it is a long liver, and will stay with you for years if treated 
kindly and carefully. Old linnets, too, for some reason difficult to 
comprehend, sing more beautifully and go through more amusing 
antics than young ones. If kept in a cage with an open door, the 
bird will stay nearly all day inside. It has moments of vivacity, 
but mostly is inclined to sit still. 

Tue BLackBIRD AND THRUSH 

Not many of the common birds of song are very suitable pets. 

The skylark is one of the sweetest singers, but, as has been said, 

it is almost a crimes to shut it up in a cage, and it is a bird that cares 

so little for human habitations that, although easily tamed, it is 

almost certain to betake itself to the meadows if allowed out. It . 

belongs to the fields. The nightingale, again, which on still nights 

of May and June makes the shrubbery and woodland resound to its 

wonderful music, is a migrant, and always wants to go away before 
the summer is done. 

There are, however, two birds whose tunes are nearly as sweet 

as those of the lark and nightingale, viz., the blackbird and the 
thrush. The former is shy and wary by nature, yet it takes readily 
to companionship with men, and is one of the drollest inmates of 
the house. It ‘swears’ as loudly and vigorously at the domestic 
cat as it ever did outside when disturbed in its scrambling for 
worms under the hawthorn bushes, and has a trick of trying to 
imitate many kinds of song, from a boy’s whistle to the trilling of 
a canary; and a cock bird, with its dark coat and orange tawny bill, 
is as handsome as a picture. 

A blackbird’s nest is very easily found, and is generally one of 
the first of the year, the bird often beginning to sit at the com- 
mencement of March. It likes to build in one of those great heaps 
of thorn left after the hedger has cut down a row of tall hawthorns. 

The young are moderately hardy, and come on well if fed at first 

with bits of bread steeped in boiled milk. They may very soon be



182 COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

given tiny morsels of meat, grubs, and worms. People used to 
teach them to speak, but this is not very often done now, though it 
is by no means unusual to hear one that has been taught to whistle 
popular tunes. When brought up from the nest they are quite 
fearless, and a little given to domineering over any smaller birds in 
their neighbourhood. If allowed to go away at the breeding season, 
itis not unusual for one to return after harvest-time, only he is 
invariably wilder, and demands a vast amount of patience and 
coaxing before returning to the old familiar terms. Perhaps, if you 
knew how many dangers he has encountered, you would not wonder 
at his experience making him a little shy. He has, probably, been 
a. target for the stones and half-bricks thrown by innumerable boys; 
and gardeners think the blackbird a glutton of strawberries and 
gooseberries, so that he is often saluted with a discharge of small 
shot when wandering near ripe fruit. No doubt, these terrors 
account for many a bird being too frightened to resume confidence. 
I have noticed that those tempted to breed in the vicinity, and 
within grounds where they are undisturbed, are as tame after the 
nesting season as they were before it. ‘The cock blackbird is diffi- 
culi to trap, but the hens are less suspicious. 

The song-thrush is of a bolder nature than the blackbird. It is 
much more easily trapped, and even when captured full grown is 
capable of being induced to eat and make itself at home. The song 
is so pleasant that poor people living in towns and unable to visit 
the lanes and green fields may almost be forgiven for cooping the 
bird in a cage, since its melody is sufficient to lend even a dismal 
street something of the magic of spring; but that excuse will not 
serve in the country, where he may be heard to full advantage from 
the topmost spray of the hawthorn before the first grey buds have 
turned to green. For a thrush to be caged in a country house is an 
atrocity. 

Nestlings may be reared in the same way as those of the black- 
bird. When wild, thrushes are fond of eating snails, the shells of 

- which they smash against a stone, and generally have a favourite 
one which they use as an anvil. Snails, for their part, are fond of 
moist places, and, as birds usually nest where food is abundant, 
thrushes often build in bushes growing beside running brooks or 
ditches. You will find that the young continue to gape for food to 
a very late period—sometimes till they are full-fledged. By allow- 
ing them to stay as long as possible with their parents, you 
may avoid the irksome duty of feeding while they are still callow.
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Only one species of thrush has been alluded to, and it is the 
most common. The others, if necessary, may be brought up in the 
same way, but the song-thrush, as well as being the most musical, 
is by far the most lively and spirited. 

  

Fic. 102.—Turn Turusa 

The larger missel, or mistletoe-thrush, is its only serious rival, 
and its splendid song, heard often in January, is one of the very 
first heralds of spring. As it often builds in gardens and trees in 
the neighbourhood of houses, the young are easily procured. One 
objection to keeping it is that, even when well fed and in good 
health, it is uncleanly in its habits, so that you cannot let it roam 
the house, and in a cage it is not very attractive. Like the song- 
thrush, it is an excellent mimic. 

Among migratory thrushes, the most familiar is the fieldfare. 
Perhaps you may have read a conversation about this bird between 
a Finn and an Englishman, in which the former declared it a rival 
to the nightingale, and the latter protested that its voice was not so 
good as that ofthe owl. The flocks to be seen on our fields in autumn 
are certainly quiet except for a harsh call-note, but the reason is 
that they are only driven here by stress of weather, and go to 
the countries further north to breed. During the laying season
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the male sings exquisitely. Still, it is no better than our own 
throstte, and: migrants seldom or never make satisfactory pets, 

especially as you have to catch them full-grown. In confine- 

ment the fieldfare may be fed in the same way as the song-thrush 

and blackbird. 

The other thrushes will only be kept as rarities, and can be 

managed in accordance with an intelligent adaptation of the rules 

applicable to the common sorts. 

It may help you to avoid mistakes if I repeat here what is 

meant by bread steeped in milk. First put your bread in waiter ; 

then squeeze it dry; next, dip it in milk, and again squeeze it dry, 

when it is ready for the nestling. Prepare only a small quantity 

at a time, and never use that which has in the slightest degree 

become sour.
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CHAPTER IV 

POULTRY AND PIGEONS 

POULTRY 

THERE is a very great difference between keeping chickens or 
pigeons for profit, or breeding to win prizes, and keeping them 
simply as pets. A. great deal of attention has been given to the 
useful side of the question during recent years, and the art of 
making hens lay in mid-winter and produce a large number of 
eggs, of obtaining very early chickens and fattening them quickly, 
has been vastly improved. Merely as pets, however, cocks and 
hens are not so very important, and may be dismissed in few 
words. With only a moderate amount of attention, a brood of 
chickens will grow up so tame and friendly as to be a nuisance, 
even to those who love birds. There is no difficulty in that way. 

Among the many breeds, it is not easy to say which are the 
most suitable pets. Many people like Indian game, because their 
plump bodies, close plumage, and keen, brilliant eyes give them a 
resemblance to wild birds. There is something pheasant-like in 
their appearance. The ordinary gamecock, if you get one that has 
not been spoiled by being bred for show-bench points, is very hand- 
some. In mining districts they are still preserved for fighting, and 
capital specimens may be obtained. As chickens, Houdans are, 
perhaps, the prettiest of all. White Leghorns, besides their pure 
colour and nice appearance, are of a medium size, and easily kept. 
But there is hardly a breed which has not something in its favour. 
Some of the tinier kinds of bantam make delightful pets. 

For pleasure it is not worth while to keep fowls in a small run. 
‘Surprising results in the way of eggs may be obtained from them 
in confinement, but they are very uninteresting when constantly shut 
up, and it is then impossible to keep them in clean, glossy plumage. 

They should, however, be as regularly fed in freedom as they
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would bein a run. Poultry do no harm, are very useful, indeed, 

in an orchard, or among trees of any description, as they eat the 

eggs and grubs of many injurious insects, but they are not very 

welcome in a carefully tended garden, far less in a cornfield, and 

will range a considerable distance if stinted of their food. Old 

birds should be fed twice a day, in winter at about eight o’clock in 
the morning and about three in the afternoon, in summer two 

hours later. Soft food, such as boiled potatoes and mixed table 
scraps, are best for the early meal, and they sleep most comfort- 

ably and soundly on a supper of barley, maize, or other hard 

corn. Young chickens should, of course, be fed with far greater 

frequency. 
Next to regular feeding, cleanliness is the most important item 

in managing fowls. This cannot be properly attended to unless 

the house or shed in which they sleep is free of access to the owner ; 

some people build stuffy little holes for their chickens into which 
even a small boy cannot get without squeezing and bending. The 
fowl-house should, therefore, be high, with an adequately wide door. 

Within, all that a fowlneeds is a perch on which to sit at night, and 

a box or nest to lay eggs in. 
The height of the perch should depend on the broad: For heavy 

birds three feet will be high encugh; light birds may be perched as 

high as you like. The reason is that a weighty bird, in descending 

within a very confined space, is apt to injure itself. Below the 

perch lay a coating several inches thick of ashes or garden mould, 

into which the droppings of the fowls may fall. That enables the 

floor to be cleaned thoroughly and easily. You have only to rake 

up the compost (which will have a wonderful effect if spread among 

the flowers) once or twice a week, and renew it. 

Nests may be made in various ways. A box of the proper size 

or an old hamper will do very well. Failing that, a space on the 

floor may be enclosed with a few bricks. In each case, a little hay 

should be placed within. In choosing a place for nests, the main 

thing to look to is that they shall not be fouled by the birds. Thus, 

they should be at some distance from the perches, and, if necessary, 

protected by a covering above. Nothing is more disgusting, not to 

mention other objections, than to find eggs covered with filth. The 

hay, or litter, after being sat upon for any great length of time, is 

sure to harbour some of the fleas or other insects that infest poultry. 

Ti should, at frequent intervals, be taken out, burnt, and replaced 

with some that is fresh and clean.
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The chicken house ought to be well ventilated. As a matter of 
fact, birds that are allowed to perch ont in the open air all night 
are generally the strongest and most vigorous. They do not thrive 
well in a stuffy, close atmosphere. But, on the other hand, very 
great care must be taken to see that both roost and nest are 
thoroughly protected from draughts, which are extremely hurtful to 
fowls. 

In order to keep down vermin, you should have a regular clean- 
ing day once or twice a year. Make a whitewash with water and 
newly slaked lime, to which you may add some carbolic acid. With 
this go very carefully over the walls, perches, and nests, taking par- 
ticular care to brush it into every crack, opening, or aperture of any 
kind. It is a sure way of destroying parasites. A box half filled 
with the very finest ashes, and placed in a very dry place, also acts 
well, as the fowls freely come to dust themselves in it, and thus get 
rid of many parasites. If the fowls are enclosed this is absolutely 
necessary to their well-being. When they have freedom it does 
not so. much matter, as the dry fine earth acts very much in the 
same way. 

The breeding of chickens is a very interesting part of the busi- 
ness, and not at all difficult to manage. Some breeds, such as the 
Leghorn and Minorca, are called non-sitting, because they hardly 
ever go ‘broody,’ and if you keep them it will be necessary to 
obtain some other hen for hatching. Any ordinary cross-bred 

. farmyard fowl will answer the purpose. The best are those in 
their second or third year; a young hen is seldom a very good 
mother. One that has brought out a brood before is the most 
trustworthy. , : 3 

A setting generally consists of twelve or thirteen eggs. On farms 
it is not unusual for hens to lay out and disappear till they come 
marching into the poultry yard with a brood of chickens following 
them. Experience shows that broods hatched in this way are 
generally larger and healthier than those brought out at home. 
This points to mistakes in management, of which the following are 
the most common. 

Usually the nest is too high and dry. Take the hen pheasant 
for a model. She does not build in a tree or on a cliff, but close to 
the ground, with scarcely anything between her eggs and the damp 
soil. Set your hen on the ground, and not on a shelf or in a box. 
A pheasant takes about twenty-one days to lay her full clutch of 
eggs, and does not begin sitting till the last one is laid. Evidently,
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then, the eggs need not be new-laid. Your hen, if: left to herself, 

would do almost the same as the pheasant. 

Next, it has been ascertained that a stuffy, foetid air is very 

injurious to young chickens, even before they are hatched. The 

house in which the hen is set should be clean, wholesome, and 

well ventilated. The outside hen, be it remembered, sits in pure 

air. ‘ 

Again, the outside nest is clean. That within is often more 

than half alive with vermin. The eggs have very likely been set in 

a nest used for months beforehand. Under these circumstances a 

hen cannot sit well, and, by her uneasy motions, edges some of the 

eges away, and causes them to be addled. On the other hand, 

beginners need not fret because a hen does not sit quite so assidu- 

ously as they expected. Left to herself, she will get up and crop 

green food in the most leisurely manner possible, go and dust her- 

self thoroughly in the nearest dry earth, and resume her seat after 

the eggs have grown cold. It need not be thought they are going 

wrong because this happens. On the contrary, a hen left to her- 

self is very rarely, indeed, guilty of real neglect, and continues 
to sit with all the more patience when allowed to make herself 

comfortable. 

   
Fie. 104.—Fertite Eee Fie. 105.—Srerirz Hae 

The eggs are hatched twenty-one days after the hen has com- 

menced sitting. During that period, the less attention paid her the 
better, provided always that she has free access to good food, which 

should not be placed near the nest, however. Otherwise, she is 

likely to sit too closely, and the eggs will be spoiled. After a week 

has passed, you may tell whether the eggs are fertile or not by 

holding them up between you and astrong light in a hole cut out of
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thick cardboard. The sterile will be found clear, 7.c. present exactly 
the same appearance as a new-laid egg held in the same position ; 
if fertile, the egg is clouded, and you can no longer see through it. 
No difficulty will be experienced in deciding which is which if com- 
parison be made with an.egg that has not been sat upon. 

When the little chicks appear it is advisable to master the great 
desire one has to do something for them. Old-fashioned egg-wives 
used to thrust a peppercorn down the chick’s throat, and others 
still give them grains of barley or wheat and carry them to the fire- 
side to be warmed. These are all examples of mistaken kindness. 

  

Fre. 106.—Jusrt Comz Our 

Nature has taken care of the chicks, and in the remains of the yolk, 
which is drawn into the body, provides them with food for the first 
twenty-four hours. 

The greatest kindness you can do them is to refrain from doing 
anything. Above all do not try to help the chick out of its shell. 
Tt has a little pick of its own in the shape of a hard point at the end 
of its beak, with which, if healthy and strong, it can break the 

shell and get out. Any attempt to help it is very likely to result in 
the rupture of its blood-vessels. 

On the second day the chicks will be found running about in the 
most cheery and lively style, and very pretty they are then, and
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worth all the trouble. The first food given them by many poultry- 
keepers is hard-boiled egg minced with breadcrumbs, but its advan- 
tages are very doubtful. Bread soaked in milk and squeezed dry 
is better. You will find that they get on surprisingly fast if allowed 
plenty of bird-seed, such as rape, millet, or any of those usually 
given to small birds. Above all, however, they need a great deal of 
green-stuff, and so essential is this to their welfare, that if you 
cannot let them range for it you ought not to attempt rearing 

chickens at all. If the hen be allowed a free range they will soon 
find this for themselves. 

The next best thing after a free range is to tether the hen in a 
meadow and give the chicks full liberty. Although avery common 
practice, to put the hen in a coop with bars in front enabling the 
chickens to run in and out is not healthy. In tethering a hen you 
must see first that the cord is prevented from cutting her leg when 
she walks.. You may do this by wrapping a piece of leather or 
cloth round it. Were you to tether her to a post she would work 
the string round and round it till she could not move. The best 
way is to tie it to a peg which may be driven up to the head in the 

soil. A box or coop ought to be provided, into which she can call 
her young in a storm, or when threatened by enemies. This should 
be placed near the circumference of that circle of which the string 
is the radius; otherwise she will get into a hopeless muddle by 
winding her tether round the coop. 

Warmth is very good for chickens, and they never do so well in 

a dull season as-in a bright one. Nevertheless, they need shelter 
from the blazing heat of asummer sun. It will be wellifin bright 
weather you can place them near a green and shady hedge. They 
very soon develop a taste for climbing, and will hop up among the 
twigs, evidently enjoying the high perch. You cannot too frequently 
change the position of the coop and peg. 

While the chickens are very young they should be fed many 
times in the course of the day. It is not necessary to give them 
much, but every now and then a handful of seed may be thrown 
down. As they get older they may be gradually accustomed, first 
to four then to three, and finally to the two meals a day given to 
ordinary poultry. When a hen has a free range she will forage for 

them herself, and the feeding need not receive so much attention. 
It may be noticed, as bearing on the general treatment of pets, 

’ that even a very wild hen, after being tethered in this way, and 

treated with ordinary kindness, becomes excessively tame, and
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remains so when set at liberty, and long afterwards if any attention 
be paid her. 

Very often fowls suffer more from over-feeding than neglect. 
The best grain is the cheapest in the end. Never give them the 
rubbish called tail, which is simply the refuse of corn. So-called 
poultry food ought also to be avoided. It is made of mixed cereals, 
which are nearly always inferior. Good wheat or barley is to be pre- 
ferred. A poultry keeper on a very large scale and of great ex- 
perience informs me that he can keep fowls enclosed in a meadow- 
run very well at an average cost of one penny a week for each fowl. 
Poultry need a little meat, and if they do not get it take to feather 
eating and fall off in condition, but too many scraps of fat are very 
hurtful. Ifyou smash a marrow bone with a hammer they eat with 
relish not only the marrow, but the tiny bits of bone, which afford 

them material for producing egg shells. For the same reason they 
will pick up bits of lime if you crumble the mortar of an old wall for 
them. Sometimes, and especially when laying, they are very fond 
of earth worms, and will come for them when you are digging for 
bait, or to feed ajackdaw. This taste is capricious, however, and 

differs both with the breed and the season. Heavy table-birds, 

such as Orpingtons, will eat an enormous quantity of worms; the 

more delicate birds do not care for them. Nearly all chicks like 

a few, but are easily satisfied. Fine sand or gravel should always 

be within reach of fowls, it seems to aid digestion. These few 

hints will enable you to start fowl keeping, but it is a pursuit in 

which experience is by far the best teacher. Begin with a few 

strong hardy birds, and you will soon acquire the ability to keep the 
most delicate. 

PIGEONS 

Pigeons are very easily kept, especially those that are not show 

birds.. Perhaps the best way to begin is to obtain a young pair of 

common birds front some farm loft. If, however, you are very 

desirous of keeping a good breed from the first, it is best to obtain 

some kind of homing pigeon, such as the Belgian smerle. The 

reason for this is obvious. By reason of long coddling and breeding 

for points, pouters, fantails, and other show varieties have become so 

delicate as to require the utmost care in their management. Hom- 

ing pigeons, on the contrary, having been bred for strength, 

determination, and endurance, are more easily kept. Do not, how- 

0
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ever, be tempted by this to buy English carrier pigeons. No doubt 

they, or rather their ancestors, once were homers, but having for 

ages been bred almost exclusively for their wattles they are no 
longer used for the original purpose. The smerle is a small and 
pretty pigeon, but any kind of Belgian homer will do as well. To 

obtain good birds it is best to avoid small dealers, who are as keen 

as horse copers, and go to one of the large firms which supply 

pigeons for actual service in newspaper offices. About ten shillings 
a pair is the price usually charged for young. .The pastime of flying 
pigeons may then be combined with the pleasure of keeping them 
as pets. It is an amusement that has been greatly maligned, owing 
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Fie. 107,—A Group or Pranons 

to its association with betting and gambling. Needless to say 
these have nothing to do with it. The mere act of keeping homing 
pigeons has a humanising effect on the rough northern miners, who 
have earned such a bad name for flying. It teaches them to be. 
kind to birds, for unless they are gentle and wise in their treatment 
the carriers are valueless..  - 

A few hints about homing will serve to give a general idea of 
the principles of pigeon keeping. Writers on the subject usually 
exaggerate the pigeon’s love of home. No doubt if you were to set 
a pair of fledged birds free as soon as they were obtained they would 
fly away in a vain endeavour to return whence they came, but it
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is not impossible to ‘haunt,’ as it is termed, even old birds.- I 

once trained » sandy-coloured Belgian that had won a hundred- 
mile race before I got him to carry messages to an office, and he 

never made a mistake. ‘Before being allowed out of the loft he was 
mated, and his first short flight to his new home was made while 

his wife sat on eggs. 

The safest plan, however, is to get old birds and keep them in 

confinement till a pair of young have been hatched. For this purpose 
the dovecote cannot possibly be too large, for when confined too 

closely pigeons lose the full power of their wings. What are wanted 

inside are first perches, and secondly nesting pans. The latter may 

be placed on a shelf, in a corner or even on the floor, but invariably 

in a place where they will not be fouled by droppings. On no 

account should they be removed after being taken possession of by 
the hens. ¢ 

With the breeding of strong healthy birds of the kind indicated 

there need be very little or no interference. Pigeons lay two eggs, 

and hatch them out on the eighteenth day after the last one is laid. 

Forty-eight hours usually intervene between the laying of the two. 

As the moment of the hatching arrives nature secretes in the crop 

of the mother a substance which has been called ‘pigeon’s milk.’ 

With this the young are fed during the first eight or ten days, when 

the diet is gradually changed into softened grain. 

While this is going on the pigeons only require to be well 

supplied with food and water. Gray peas form an excellent diet, 

but may be varied with almost any kind of grain. For pigeons fed 

outside, it is always best to throw the food on the ground, but you 

must not cast it on the soiled floor of the dovecote. It should be 

given in a hopper covered at the top, otherwise the pigeons will 

step amongst the grain and scatter it about the foor.. From any 

good dealer there may be obtained a hopper ingeniously contrived 

to prevent mice from stealing the food. Tf ever there is a reason to 

suspect that rats have been attracted to the loft, prompt measures 

should be taken to get rid of them. Should there be only two or 

three holes, pour into them a quantity of coal tar—it is a substance 

to which rats have a great antipathy, and will induce them to shift 

their camp speedily. After they have been allowed to grow 

numerous, the most effectual plan for getting rid of them is to have 

them ferreted. No traps should be set in the pigeon-loft. Rats will 

steal not only corn, but eggs and young pigeons. 

Water should be given in a well with a covering to prevent the 
02
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birds from fouling it, and should be changed at least once every day. 

Pigeons are great drinkers, and impure water is the cause of much 

disease. 

  

Fic. 108.—P1cron-HoprEr, FOR Fie. 109.—Rounp Picron- 
STANDING AGAINST A WALL HOPPER 

The old birds which have not yet been outside the dovecote may 
now have their liberty. As a bird on taking a first wide flight in 

an unfamiliar locality is very likely to: get lost, measures should be 

taken to prevent this occurring. For the first few times let them 

out only towards evening, and after a full meal. Most likely they 

will not fly at all, but only sit about the entrance to the dovecote. If 

that is the case do not on any account disturb them, as in this way 
they learn the geography of the place. After they have taken a few 

short flights, they may be allowed out at any time of the day. 

At about the age of three months the training of the young birds 

is begun. Great care has 
to be exercised in hand- 
ling them, as the plumage, 
and consequently the 
bird’s health, is liable to 

suffer severely from con- 
5 = tact with the human 

Fie. 110.—Swinerna Wire Door hand. It is best, there- 
fore, never to grasp or lift 

a bird, except for a definite purpose, and not to carry one in the 

hand at all. A tin box is sold for the purpose. It is divided into 
compartments, each of which has a sliding door at one end and 
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perforations for ventilation at the other, and is suitable for holding 
one bird. When a pigeon is held properly in the hand the tail and 

the tips of the wings alone are grasped. Held so a bird cannot 

struggle, and thus is saved from breaking the feathers, while it is 

almost impossible for the holder to hurt it, as his fingers encircle 

nothing but feathers. 
Birds, as the beginner will soon find out, find their way home by 

the use of their wits. The way to test homers is to carry them a 

short.distance, but to toss them even on the first occasion behind a 

hill that obscures the view of home. A good bird will very likely 

appear to make off in the wrong direction, but in a minute or two 

you see it swinging back till it describes a great circle round the 

spot from which it started, and if it has not caught view of a landmark 

round it goes again, rising as it circles. An excellent flier will 

sometimes at first seem to waste an inordinate time searching for 

the direction, and would thus lose all its first matches. You need 

not think the less of it for that. It is an infallible sign of a good 

bird if it mounts well, and keeps above its starting point. The 

worthless birds are those that make for the first building, or even 

alight on the ground. Probably enough they will work their way 

back in an hour or two from the half-mile distance, which is far 

enough to take them at first. Send them off ten miles. at once. 

Hither the bad habit will be nipped in the bud, or what is more 

probable, you will have seen the last of them, and may congratulate 

yourself on a good riddance. With promising birds it is worth 

while to take far more trouble. They should be flown from every 

point of the compass, and always for short distances till thoroughly 

familiar with the district. Afterwards the distance may be in- 

creased, according to opportunity. A strong determined bird will 

make its way home over unfamiliar ground for a distance abuost 

incredible. Many wonderful stories are told to prove this, and one 

may be related that is not perhaps so very extraordinary, but came 

within the writer’s experience. A gamekeeper sent his daughter 

from Berwick-on-Tweed to a situation in London. He gave her in 

a basket, with directions to let it off at King’s Cross, a favourite 

homer that had never before flown more than a twenty-mile match, 

and had been born and bred in Northumberland. It was tossed in 

London at a little before seven in the evening, and was back among 

the other pigeons next morning. This was in Midsummer. How 

the bird found its way is incomprehensible. Migrants, it is true, fy 

by night, but on the other hand a homer tossed in a heavy fog, 
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unless he can rise above it, is hopelessly bewildered, and only sits 

about till the weather clears. Thus it appears certain that birds fly 

long journeys by sight. 

In flying a homer for a short distance care should be taken that 

it is hungry, and its favourite food should await it within the dove- 

cote. By this means it is taught to go directly into the house. Some 

time before it may be accustomed to open the door (Fig. 110), which 

is made of strong wire that may be pushed back by a bird entering, 

but falls into its place immediately, and cannot be pushed the other 

way. When the journey to be taken is a long one, a liberal feed 

should be given beforehand. This willbe partly digested on the 

way to the starting-point, and will keep up the bird’s str ength. On 

a very long flight, pigeons if hunegr. y are tempted to stop for food, or 

if they do not do so are strained and weakened before they get 

home. It is as a rule not advisable to fly birds that are breeding. 

Carrier pigeons are capable of yielding much interesting amuse- 

ment, and will even be found of some use to a boy who is accustomed 

to make long expeditions. He can at least send word with one as 
to the time when he may be expected back. They have also the 

great advantage, as has been said before, of being naturally robust, 

and being nearly the most easily kept of all pets. After some 
experience has. been had in their management, no difficulty will be 

experienced in dealing with the delicately bred pouters, fantails, 

tumblers, jacobins, and other pretty varieties. Of most of them, 

anyone who does not breed for the show-bench is apt to become a 

little tired. They demand a very great deal of care, and the so- 

called ‘ points,’ to which connoisseurs attach importance, are in many 

cases defects pure and simple. 
In breeding them one important rule should be kept in view. 

Often it’ is necessary to place the eggs of finely- bred birds under 
those better fitted to nurse the young. Now in changing eggs 
remember to be very particular to have them of the same age. The 

food for the young comes to the pigeon about the eighteenth day 
whether hatching takes place or not, and if sitting has to be pro- 
longed beyond that, sickness will follow as the result of it not being 
drawn off by the young. It is very necessary to remember this, 
because some prize breeds are extremely bad nurses—the loss of 
this power being one result of the cultivation of ‘ points.’
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CHAPTER V 

MISCELLANEOUS PETS 

Cats anp Docs 

OrtEeN it happens that a boy’s closest companion in the country 
is a fourfooted friend in the shape of a terrier or spaniel, and with- 

out going very deeply into the question of management, a word or 
two about dogs is almost necessary. But I hope no one will turn 
to these pages in order to find out how tricks should be taught. 

Personally, I am very fond of dogs, and have kept them, off and 

onas far back as I remember; but to see a dog lie down dead, 

or growl at the mention of one statesman, and salute the name of 

another, never interested me. Such antics are all very well in circus 

dogs or those belonging to townspeople, which have few opportunities 

of racing and galloping in the fields; but an honest country dog, if 

kept in fine health and spirits, is most amusing when, within the 

limits of good behaviour, left to his own devices. An exception 
may be made in favour of begging. Some take to this so naturally, 

and look so comical and pretty in the beseeching attitude into 

which they will go on all sorts of occasions, that one cannot say 

a word against it. Still, it is only a natural accomplishment. of 

ladies’ dogs—a boy’s dog. should be above it. 

Should a dog follow you in your rambles over the fields and by 

the waterside, what ought to be its characteristics? First it ought 

to be moderately well under control. It need not be as obedient 

as a thoroughly broken retriever or collie, and yet at command 

should come to heel, and when told remain there. Otherwise 

whatever its breed may be, sooner or later, it will begin to hunt, 

and cause no end of trouble. Very possibly the chase may be 

hopeless and apparently harmless, as when a bandy-legged dachs- 

hund takes a mad delight in scampering after rabbits close to the
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burrows, and scratching frantically, as if it expected to be able to 
dig them out. But such a dog will prevent your taking many a 
walk that otherwise might have been quite open. It is not what 
it kills but what it disturbs that makes the mischief, and there is 
no. difference in its eyes between a common and a game preserve. 
Ji will rout up the sitting pheasants, or go full speed after the 
brown partridge chicks in absurd felicity. The only way to avoid 
this is by preventing your dog from acquiring the habit. To stop 
his first attempt is easy, to cure him after the practice has become 
habitual is impossible. 

At the same time it is very detestable to see a cowed, spiritless 
dog, following a boy with ears back and tail between his legs, as 
if in constant dread of a beating. He has probably received a good 
many ere he assumed this demeanour. There is nothing sillier 
than to thrash a dog. . Usually the poor beast has not the ghost of 
an idea why it is done, and receives no lesson from the pEOGoEE. 
The dog is spoiled, and the owner gets no advantage. 

Punishment is occasionally necessary, but it should be adminis- 
tered smartly and promptly, and if possible just at the moment when 
the dog thinks of offending. For example, suppose on a spring 
day you wish to go birds’-nesting along the hedgerow of a grass field 
where ewes and lambs are. An uncontrolled terrier might, under 
such circumstances, do several pounds’ worth of damage in a very 
short space, and unless you are sure of being able to manage the 
dog it will be safer to put off the excursion till some day when he 
is not with you. But if you must go take a whip or very supple 
switch in your hand, call the dog firmly, but not too loudly, to heel 
and watch his movements. If he pushes eagerly forward with an 
eye on the lambs give him a smart cut with your switch, not with 
all your might, but still hard enough to let him know it is not 
meant in fun, and at the same time order him to heel. Hit him 

first, and scold afterwards. You need not shout or yell, as many 
who are even experienced sportsmen do, but learn to manage him 
quietly. After one or two lessons of this kind you might walk right 
through the flock without his looking ata lamb. But if he once 
gets away in full chase the only thing is to get him off as best you 
can, and henceforth when you have that dog with you avoid such 
places. 

The main point in correcting a dog is to catch him in the act. 
One sharp smarting stroke, given in the nick of time and ac- 
companied by a rating, is better a hundred times than a severe beat-
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ing given after the offence has been committed. And you will find 
that the dog undergoes no loss of spirit or confidence as a result. 

It is needless to go into questions of feeding or management, as 
we assume this pet to be used as a companion. A fox-terrier or 
other dog of the same size will thrive very well on scraps fromthe 
table. He should be kept clean, but this does not signify that he 
needs the washing required amid the smoke and grime of a town, 
or even much brushing, if he has an abundance of out-of-door 
exercise. It may be necessary to dust him with insect powder 
occasionally, though few dogs are infested with parasites of which 
they cannot get rid by their own efforts; and any dealer in canine 
necessaries will give you something to reduce that strong effluence 
of dog which comes from some more than others. After,that he 
may be kept in the house, and sleep on the rug in your bedroom. 

Ordinary common sense will tell you that boys occasionally 

treat dogs rather thoughtlessly, as when one is allowed to fetch 
and carry stones, or tempted to go into the water oftener than is 

desirable. The dog should be a companion and playfellow, and be 
invariably treated with sense and consideration. 

Concerning that other common domestic pet—the cat, very little 

need be said. If you wish to keep fancy dogs or fancy cats, it will 

be better to consult some book specially devoted to a subject which 

cannot be treated satisfactorily in one casual chapter. Most likely 

your chief concern about the cat will be to teach it not to molest 

your birds, or small rodents. The most certain and trustworthy 

method is never on any account to let the two come together. It 

is not only that the domestic tabby is somewhat treacherous, but 

one cat has an attraction for others, and at an unguarded moment 

a stranger may be admitted. Should the entire abolition of the cat 

be impracticable, however, the best planis to introduce cat and bird 

to one another’s company. If, as a result, your bullfinch or linnet 

be snapped up it is idle to get in a rage, and beat puss for giving 

way to her natural habit. First try, as quietly as you can, to get 

your pet out of her teeth; cats seldom kill on the spot, and many 

a rescued bird has been coaxed back into health. In case of 

failure it would not help you a bit to give the beast a merciless 

thrashing. 
But itis easy to prevent such a catastrophe by a little vigilant 

attention. Take a switch in your hand, and put the cat down 

beside a cage of birds, stroking her the while and talking kindly. It 

may be she will at once conclude the creatures are under your
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protection, but if signs to the contrary are visible—if her eyes 
gleam, and she crouches as if to spring—give her a smart rap with 

  

Fie. 111.—Respy ro Spring 

the switch. Resume kindly relations the moment she desists, and 
give no more than one stroke ata time, but repeat it every time 
there is a clear intention on her part to pounce on her prey. A 
very few lessons will make her understand what you would be at, 
and whenever the inclination to spring returns she will glance at 
the stick. Then you may let a very tame bird out. The sight of 
it fluttering about the room is at first an awful temptation, and if 
the cat is old and has been accustomed to roam in search of wild 
birds it may be as well to have a little collar and string on her. When 
she leaps you can wrench her suddenly back and give the usual 
punishment. But asharp application of the switch will generally be 
enough. It is comparatively easy to train a cat not to jump ata 
tame bird when anyone is in the room, but. you must remember 
that if left alone the same cat will kill as readily as if she had never 
received any instruction. The only way to guard effectually against 
an accident of this kind is to place your pets where she cannot 
reach them.
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These remarks apply only to a cat that has grown up un- 

accustomed to the presence of birds. A dog is just'the same. I 

once had several very tame goldfinches that played quite happily about 
the room where Isat. A ‘Dandie Dinmont’ used to sleep in front 
of the fire, and apparently disdained to take the slightest notice of 
the birds. Unfortunately I left the cage open when he was in the 

‘room one Sunday afternoon, and he killed them all. He was per- 
fectly well aware he had done wrong, for on my opening the door 

he slunk out guiltily, and was not seen again for more-than a week, 
when, looking .very wretched, woebegone, and repentant, he came 
slinking back again. Yet it could only have been moral censure 
he was afraid of, for Rover is living as I write, and does not know 
from experience what a licking is. 

A kitten trained up in company with birds seaagited comes to 

understand perfectly well that they are not to be molested, and 
will take no advantage of your absence. Sometimes, indeed, it 

will constitute itself guardian of the birds. The worst and most 
dangerous cats are those that have been brought up by other 
people. 

RABBITS 

It would require a large treatise to deal with rabbits as fully as 

is necessary for anyone wishing to keep a great many or desirous 

of breeding fancy specimens. A few hints, however, will serve the 

purpose of that larger number, who keep only one or two pairs. 

Before obtaining them the question of a hutch has to be con- 

sidered, and I know of no contrivance better suited to a boy who 
likes to make his own than that adopted by the Rev. V. H. Moyle, 
a well-known rabbit keeper. From experience I am able to say 

that it works admirably, ‘quite as well as any of the expensive 
patent hutches now so freely advertised. It is constructed from a 

bacon box, to be had from the dealer very cheaply. Made of hard 

American wood, and permeated with salt, the rabbits will gnaw it 

very slightly, and if they do bite, a little salt is equally beneficial to 
tame rabbits and wild. Failing that, any other box of equal size 

will do, care being taken that the rabbit is not too much cramped 
or confined. 

A little, but not very much trouble is required to make a conveni- 

ent and handsome hutch out of the box. The sexes are kept separate, 

and this is meant for a doe; the buck may be kept either ina .
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similar or a smaller one. For the front of the hutch you should 
obtain some fine-meshed wire netting, the holes being too small to 
admit mice, which would otherwise steal the food. From the 

centre of this cut out a square for a door made of the piece of wire 

  

  

Fie. 112.—A Bacon Box ror Raperr-HuTcH 

netting cut away. A neat wooden framework is made for the door, 
and another for the space itis meant to fill. Leather hinges, a 
wooden catch and a padlock to keep all secure, complete this part 
of the business. With a little green paint a capital appearance may 
be produced. Mr. Moyle puts nothing within, but the does love 

  

Fie. 113.—Rasprr-nurce 

a dark place, and you may form one by means of a partition. 
Give the inside a thorough washing with lime and water, to which 
a little carbolic acid has been added. Nothing is more hurtful to 
rabbits than damp, so that it will be advisable to yet the hutch on four
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bricks, not on the ground. If plenty of holes are made at the back 
and the box is tilted up in front, the urine, &c. willrun out behind into 
a trough placed there for the purpose, and add greatly to the clean- 

liness of the rabbits. With bricks between one hutch may be piled 
on the top of another. 

During summer the rabbits are easily fed, and it will be a 
pleasure for you to gather for them dandelions, milky thistles, 
white clover, wild tares, and other plants, of which they are fond. 

Do not give them too much at once, but store the food in a box 
kept for the purpose, so that there may be enough even on days 
when you cannot go out. A little dry grain should be given once 
every two or three days, as a change from this green-stuff. 

For winter food there is nothing better than carrots. Turnips 

tend to produce pot-belly, and this is true even of rabbits in freedom. 

An acquaintance of mine who has a warren in Sussex lost great 

numbers from this disease as long as he fed them with turnips; 

when he changed to carrots no more cases occurred. Rabbits 

thrive best on a variety of food, however, and an occasional turnip, 

beet, mangold, or almost any other root, ought to be given them. 

Oats are excellent, and barleymeal very fattening. A meal of tea- 

leaves, dry crusts of bread, lentils, or green peas may be substituted 

now and then for variety. A little rack may be put up for the hay 

or green-stuff, and a wooden trough for the grain. Rabbits are 

naturally dainty, and do not care for food after it has been trodden 

under their feet, so that it adds to their health and enjoyment if 

their dinners are served neatly and nicely. 

Rabbits are subject to a large number of diseases, which you will 

find easier to ward off by great care beforehand than to cure. The 

commonest is pot-belly. It affects young rabbits chiefly, and is 

produced by lack of exercise, and too much green food. The latter 

is very injurious if given wet. To prevent pot-belly choose the 

diet carefully, and let a large part of it consist of dry solid food, such 

asoats. Its chief symptom is an enlargement of the belly that leaves 

no doubt as to what is the matter. The rabbit affected should be fed 

for the time exclusively with dry food, and allowed additional exer- 

cise. Watery vegetables, such as cabbage, swedes, and turnips, are a 

potent cause of pot-belly. 

Snuffles are due to damp or extreme cold, and commonly 

follow if the hutch is allowed to stand on the damp earth or 

where a chilly wind blows upon the inmates. Unless you have a 

special faculty for doctoring animals the best plan is to get rid of
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the rabbit affected as promptly as possible. Laboured breathing and 
a discharge from the nose are the symptoms of this disease. Rabbits 
seldom recover, but if there is a favourite you would like to save, put 
it in some warm and comfortable box, and give it warm food. 
Potatoes and barley meal mixed and worked into a thick paste is as 
good feeding as you can give during this illness. 

These are the most prevalent forms of fllness, but there are 
many others, such as paralysis, disease of the liver, eargum, and 
mange. Should you be particularly anxious to keep a pet in life, 
you will find the course of treatment for each disease laid down in 
any of the numerous books devoted to the tame rabbit, but, as a 
rule, it is of very little use for any boy to give physic. Far better 
take the greatest pains to keep your rabbits clean, comfortable, 
and well fed. When that is done it will be very rare indeed for 
one to be attacked by disease, and if it does happen, generally 
the most merciful course is to have the affected creature killed. 
Better an immediate death than a long period of suffering followed 
by the same result at last. It will greatly conduce to the health 
of the rabbits if all filth be removed at least once a day, and every- 
thing about the hutches be kept clean and wholesome. 

At breeding time the doe needs special attention. When going 
to have young she will be seen pulling out her fur, and biting hay 
into bits to make her nest. Plenty of material for the purpose 
ought then to be supplied. Litters vary a good deal in size, some. 
times only two, sometimes a whole dozen are produced. In the 
latter case it is best to destroy such as are weakly as soon as you 
can distinguish them. Otherwise the dam will be greatly weakened 
by having to support so large a family, and many of the young will 
not be worth keeping. While suckling them her appetite will be 
vastly increased, and she ought to be provided with considerably 
more than her usual quantity of food, which should be the best 
and most nourishing. A young doe will breed at the age of six 
months ; she carries her young thirty days, and these may be taken 
from her at the expiry of eight weeks. 

There are many different kinds of fancy rabbits from which you 
can select those you wish to keep. Lop-eared rabbits are held in the 
highest esteem by fanciers. If a big rabbit is wanted the Belgian hare 
is the most popular, but the huge Flanders giant and the Patagonian 
have many points in their favour. Among smaller kinds, the long- 
furred Angora is one of the prettiest, the silver grey is also very 
handsome, and many people like the little Dutchman. Discarding all
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these, however, you may find itjust as amusing to keep the ordinary 
tame rabbit that village children like, and which may be purchased 
from them for sixpence or ninepence. It is a good one to begin 
with, as some experience in keeping it will inspire you with confi- 
dence in dealing with the more valuable sorts. 

Lastly, in place of these it is entertaining to catch an ordinary 
wild one and tame it. A young one is best, for the old generally 

      
            
                    
    
          

  
                                                                                  
            
  
  

  
              
      
  
      
        

  

  

  
    

  
          

                  

                  
    

  
      

        
     

Fie. 115.—Wirp Rassrts     
refuse to eat in captivity, and 

die in consequence. To catch 
one is amusing in itself. Some- 

times if the season be very 
mild and the ground extremely 

favourable the first litters appear as early as February. They 
are continually succeeded by others till harvest is over. Extremely 

pretty ‘they look in early spring, nibbling the first tender blades 
of grass and enjoying the sunshine just outside the great burrow. 

Although as yet with no experience of enemies they get upon their 
hind legs, and with cocked ears and two dainty forefeet hanging in 

the air listen suspiciously to any strange sound. At your arrival 

they dart quickly into the hole, and are gone. 
If you wish to catch two or three unhurt for rearing, the first 

P
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thing is to look out for a suitable burrow where there is a litter. 

- Generally the rabbit has several exits from home, but the best for 

your purpose has only one. So much the better if it is well out on 

the grass away from cover. Nearly everybody has observed that 

habit in the rabbits, by taking advantage of which it is possible to 
catch them. If you steal very softly along a field hedgerow in 

spring, just as the buds are breaking, and the brown earth taking a 

green tinge from the sprouting blades of corn, hundreds of rabbits 
may be seen.out feeding. They have their favourite hours, by-the- 
bye, and about four o’clock in the afternoon, and again from eight 

to dusk, are the, best times. Now as you start from the road 

symptoms of alarm may be observed in the nearest rabbits. Some 

give a signal to the others by smacking the earth with their hind 
feet, others rush to the hole and near the mouth stand on their hind 

legs, while a few merely stop eating and cock their ears, and a great 
number apparently pay no attention. They simply go on .cropping 

the tender blades, or follow one another with slow, deliberate hops. 

Should you continue to advance they pop into their holes with the 
swiftness of lightning—the sharpest boy could. not .catch them. 

Several of the more adventurous, however, have wandered. to a 

considerable distance across the fields, and if you get between them 
and their home they resort to a very different artifice. At one 
moment they are feeding and playing, at the next they have vanished 

from view. The thing seems like a miracle to anyone who has not 
previously noticed anything of the kind. Another time observe 
them more closely, and you will see that the rabbit when feeding 
out chooses one of two courses on being alarmed. Hither he scam- 
pers home full pelt, or if he fears an obstacle in the way stretches out 
his legs, and lies as motionless as if he were dead. He would creep 
into a tuft of grass or other hiding-place if one were at hand, but here 
the fieldisbareand open. Yeta crouching rabbit so much resembles 
a grey stone, that from a distance it is hardly possible to distin- 
guish between them. If you walk up it will lie quite still till you are 
near enough to distinguish the staring, frightened eyes. Should 
you change your direction a little, the neck is screwed round to keep 
you in sight. Not till all hope of escaping attention is abandoned 
does the rabbit leap up, and make a rush for its burrow. In cover 
one will sometimes lie till it is trampled on or picked up by dog or 
man. 

Let us now return to the burrow in the open field, which contains 

a litter of young just beginning to feed themselves, and has only one
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outlet. Looking into the hole you see that it narrows within an arm’s 
length of the mouth to such a degree that it may be completely stopped 

up by a stone not as big as a small boy’s head. Get one ready of the 
requisite size, and choosing.a fine sunny afternoon for the purpose, 
wait patiently at some little distance till the rabbits are feeding well 
out on the grass. Even wary old rabbits will emerge quite freely 

before a spectator who is motionless. At the proper moment steal 
gently towards the burrow, and roll in the stone. The doe is too 
quick, and probably with one or two of her offspring has dived into 
her refuge before you get near. Several of the youngsters, however, 
have squatted on the grass, and on your attempting to catch them 
bolt for the hole. But they are entrapped. They can enter and 
hide, but further ingress is stopped. Hurry up before they have 

time to recover from their surprise, and secure them. In confine- 

ment they may be treated in the same way as the ordinary domestic 

rabbit, and will become equally tame. 

        

THe SQUIRREL 

It is hardly possible to watch the agile, alert, handsome squirrel 

capering and springing about the trees of the plantation without 

longing to have a tame one. But how to eatch him or get on 

speaking terms appears, till you really come to try, almost an 

insurmountable difficulty. He very well knows his security up on 

the high branches, and hardly takes the trouble to hide from your 

gaze, or if you do anything to cause alarm, suddenly disappears. You 

look and look and wonder where he has gone to, till the pointed 

ears and head of the cunning fellow are caught sight of, as with tail 

and body stretched out he lies along a bough so close and quiet as 

to appear a part of it. 

One day he seems quite within reach, as he has sought refuge in 

an isolated tree, from which he cannot possibly jump to another. 

Now for a climb, andhe gives many a ‘ wow!f’ of fear and anger, as 

an eager schoolboy gets nearer and nearer, driving him to the slender 

swaying topmost boughs. Had-he courage enough to remain there 

he would be quite safe, but the close proximity of his captor is 

terrifying ; and with a jumping, clinging, scrambling motion, he half 

falls, half leaps to the ground, where the climber’s companion is 

awaiting him. It was all so sudden, however, that he has made 

good his retreat to a large clump of trees before being caught. 
PQ
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Even on the ground he is difficult to catch. On autumn days 
when sheaves have all been carted to the stackyard, and stubbles 
are grey and bare, he may often be seen wandering far from his 

- usual haunts. He looks 
so ruddy in the bright 
October sunlight, you fly 
after him like an arrow 
with the wind at your 
back too, but he knows 

his way and_ springs 
nimbly, not for the distant 
trees, but the near hedge, 
now thick and heavy 
with the matted over- 
growth. of briars and 

_ brambles, burrs and bitter- 
sweet. Along this cover 
he dodges, and you obtain 
only one more glimpse as 

: he leaps on the wall at 
Fic. 116.—TuHe Squrrren the end, and up among 

the dark firs. ; 
The time to make his acquaintance is in winter. It is alleged: 

that he is torpid during a great part of that season, but should your 
house look out on a wood with squirrels in it, you will find many 
exceptions to the rule. During a long frost when ice on a lake near 
at hand was ringing daily to the noise of hurrying skates, the squir- 
rels made themselves. visible. every morning after breakfast, before 
the wiridows of a house in Cheshire, at which the writer was staying. 
They evidently were hungry, for they came boldly for the nuts laid 
for them, despite the fact that a fat spaniel always became wildly 
excited at their appearance, and barked ferociously from the inner 
side of the window. Fido was suppressed, or at any rate transferred 
to other quarters, and the squirrels came afterwards not only on to 
the lawn, but in at the window for nuts. 

Very likely it may be asked why the squirrel which, as everybody 
knows, lays by a store of nuts for winter, did not go to its own cup- 
board when trees were bare and the hard frozen earth wrapped in 
a light mantle of snow. My impression is that it forgets ils own 
hiding-places. It does not, like the bee, gather a great supply of food 
into one place, but conceals the nuts wherever it can. Many astout 
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oak was planted by the squirrel who buried the acorn and could not 
finditagain. Animals hide food as much out of jealousy as anything 

else. Of two dogs kept by the writer, one, a big, good-natured, but 

very cunning stag-hound, claimed a monopoly of bones and carefully 

buried the overplus ; which the other, a little fox-terrier, generally 

managed to rummage out again. But when the fox-terrier was 

oe away, Fingal (the deer-hound) ceased altogether to bury any- 

thing. 

  

  

    

Fie. 117.—Finesn 

Whether this be the true explanation or not, certain it is that 

the squirrel is very grateful for nuts about Christmas time and for 

several months after. And it is quite possible and practicable to 

allure him into terms of easy familiarity by giving food at that 

season, and watching him eat it with all the quietness, patience, and 

gentleness at command, for he takes fright very easily. 

To catch a full-grown squirrel and put it in a cage is rather 

barbarous. It is also difficult, for the squirrel when driven into a 

corner uses his teeth and claws with vigour. Should you ever find it 

necessary to carry any small biting creature the following hints may 

be useful. Occasionally you can lift it by the neck—get the game- 

keeper to show you how to pick up & vicious ferret, and then try 

the experiment on a rat. 

There is a way to carry squirrels, weasels, or rats, without any
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danger either to it or to yourself. With your right hand seize it 
quickly by the tail, and before it has time to bite whip it against 

your left ribs, holding it there with the left elbow. In that position 
the beast may be carried with perfect ease. Its head is covered, and 
it evidently fancies itself concealed, for it ceases struggling or trying 

to bite, and remains perfectly quiet and still. The simple trick was 

taught me by a rat-catcher, who sold the rats to people wishing to 
try their terriers. 

An advantage of encouraging squirrels to come close to the house 

is that it affords a splendid opportunity of watching them. They 

are full of fun and play, chasing one another about the trees, racing 
on the ground, and performing as many frolics as kittens. Being 
extremely jealous and ever ready to fight they have many a fierce - 
battle. : 

Best of all they keep in the neighbourhood the whole of the year 
and rear their young. If you desire to own one then is the time 
to be on the look-out. The nest of the squirrel is called its cage or 
drey. It builds two—one for the summer, the other for the winter. 
Of these the latter is the more accessible. Generally speaking it is 
placed in the cleft of a tree where two branches fork, and as the 
squirrel uses it many seasons in succession, and is continually en- 
larging and adding as if it could never get sufficient protection 
against the cold north wind, it comes to be of great size. The | 

breeding cage is not unlike a bird’s nest, and is placed high up 

among the slender waving twigs. 
To climb to it is no easy matter at any time, and in most cases 

impossible, because the boughs will not bear your weight. Besides, 
the mother squirrel if she thinks that danger is impending will take 
her cubs in her mouth, as a cat.does a kitten, and leap away with 
them one by one, so that before your difficult ascent is made, the 

nest will be empty. Occasionally, however, in a preserved wood 

one less prudent than the others will build within reach. The 
squirrel, as foresters know full well, loves young fir-trees, which it 

spoils by nibbling off the top shoots, and will if undisturbed take up 
its residence in a pheasant covert, every tree of which a boy can 
climb. “Where that occurs the young are very easily obtained. As 
they go a long time with their mother—following from summer till 
the subsequent spring—it is advisable not to take them too soon 
for hand-rearing. The easiest way to make a perfectly tame squirrel, 
however, is to take a new-born one and place it under a cat whose 

kittens have just been drowned. Generally the cat takes very kindly
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to the changeling, and if handled and patted just as if it were a 
kitten it will grow up fearless and familiar. A squirrel thrives very 

well on cat’s milk. The mother sits very close, and a bare hand thrust 
unguardedly into the nest is likely to suffer, for at a month old the 

young bite sharply, and the dam, with her sharp long teeth, punishes 

most severely. The hand should be protected with a stout leather 

glove—the one worn by the hedger to protect himself from thorns 

will do at a pinch. ; 

7 Sometimes the speediest method of reaching a squirrel’s nest is 

by the aid of the ladder which the gardener uses to gather apples, 

but in that case you will need his assistance. 

Athird and more common method is by means of a trap. Cun- 

ning in many respects as the squirrel is, it is so seldom approached 

in this way that it never suspects the simplest wiles of the snarer. 

The cruelty involved is a fatal objection to the steel trap set beneath 

a tree and baited with nuts; it is as likely as not to break the 

squirrel’s foreleg, as he is very fond of scraping and digging. No 

‘trap is of much use that will catch only one at a time—the old 

squirrel, which is not wanted, is almost sure to spring it. The best 

is one of those long perpetually set rat-traps, in which the creature 

walks along a board and shuts itself in as soon as it passes the centre 

of gravity. A whole family may be caught in this way, and then 

you have an opportunity of selecting the best and letting the young 

go free. When the squirrels have been fed, it is extremely easy to 

get any one that is wanted. Underneath a shallow box, the edge 

of which is supported by a stick, place a handful of small nuts. To 

the stick is fastened along string, reaching to a place of concealment 

from ten to twenty yards away, according to the nature of the ground. 

The-trapper sits hidden with the end of this in his hand, and watches 

the squirrels, which come boldly for the spoil. As soon as.a desir- 

able young one enters, the stick is twitched away, down comes the’ 

box, and he is a prisoner. But squirrels are very quick, and learn 

from experience, and if tempted by the fun of the thing, you try 

this once or twice for amusement, they become as wary and cautious 

as old rats. After my hands had been severely bitten several times, 

T used to adopt a safe plan for getting them out. It was to have a 

piece cut out of one side of the box, and put in again so loosely that 

it could be pushed out with a stick. As soon as the squirrel was 

inside, a bag of netting was firmly attached to little pegs, placed 

round the hole for the purpose, the trap-door was pushed in, and if 

the squirrel did not jwmp into the bag net immediately, he was



216 COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

certain to do.so when a disturbance was made at the other end. 

But if you rest the trap on a board a little wider and larger than 

itself, box and squirrel may easily be carried away together. 

A young squirrel will soon become as tame as a cat, and may 

be trusted with complete freedom. It is not always convenient to 

let it roam about a house, however, for it is of a most inquisitive 

nature, and will find its way into places the most unexpected. It 

also has a habit of sharpening its teeth by gnawing the woodwork 

of funiture. The pleasantest way of keeping it is when it spends a 

great deal of its time romping outside, and has free entrance to one 

room. Whether allowed complete freedom or confined, a house is 

necessary were it only as a protection against the cat, which knows, 

like many human beings, that the flesh of a squirrel makes as good ~ 

eating as that of a rabbit. Squirrel pie isno uncommon dish where 

it is necessary to kill large numbers in order to protect young wood- 

lands. Pussy will pounce on a squirrel as readily as on a rat. The 

cage composed of,a tiny box where the squirrel has scarcely room 

to curl up and slogp, and a cylinder which revolves every time he - 

goes out, is a cruel abomination, and even those with only a little 

chamber into which he may go and turn a wheel at his pleasure 

are undesirable. 

If the squirrel has his liberty, a fair-sized box, with an entrance 

too narrow to admit a cat, is his most suitable habitation. It should 

be placed rather high. He will carry bits of hair, hay, dry leaves 

and similar material, and make a nest for himself. When he can- 

not be allowed to run at large, a spacious cage ought to be provided 

—you may easily make one out of wire netting for yourself, beside 

the rabbit hutch—and a box attached for rest and concealment. 

He will make himself a comfortable bed, and greatly enjoy the task 

of doing so if material be placed within hisreach. But the squirrel 

is much more amusing when allowed to be free. 

The little rodent is very easily fed. If allowed to come to the 

breakfast or dinner table, he tastes of nearly all the plain dishes. 

Nuts, of course, he delights in, and it is amusing to watch him eat 

them, as he gnaws a hole at the end, into which he puts his four 

teeth, pares, and spits out the shell. But an exclusive diet of nuts 

is not the best. He readily takes bread and milk, which is good 

for him when squeezed dry and not allowed to sour, and, like the 

rat, which he resembles in some of his habits, he has a taste for 

eggs, and entertains no objection to meat. This should be given 

very sparingly however. A squirrel likes nothing better than the
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inside of a cocoa-nut. Fresh water, in a suitable vessel, is also a 
necessity, The squirrel drinks even more frequently than he eats. 

Even in a wild state the squirrel is infested by parasites that 
tend to make life miserable, and in confinement the number of 

these is increased. Absolute cleanliness is therefore essential to 
comfort. Every few months the nest should be burnt, the box 

and cage washed very thoroughly with carbolic soap, and a little 
insect powder (this should be done more frequently than the other) 
dashed into his coat, especially about the neck and head—only you 
must be careful not to let it into his eyes. 

One word of caution may be added about feeding wild squirrels 
and coaxing them into the house. You must not imagine this can 

be done in a day, a week, or even a month. Very fair progress has 
been made if in the course of one winter season you have induced 
them to come boldly up to the window-sill for nuts. In the follow- 
ing year, those that have been fed, or some of them, are sure to 

remember the place where they found good fare. and return, and 
may perhaps be tempted to come in at an open window. But, after 
that, progress will probably be as rapid as could be wished. The 

great difficulty—the wild natural shyness—has been surmounted. 

Rats anp Mice 

The ordinary white mouse, to be got for very little from the 

dealer, is extremely tame and so easily kept that specific directions 

are hardly necessary. , Fed with bread soaked in milk and a fair 

amount of hard grain it hardly ever fails to do well. If taken little 

notice of, however, it quickly becomes wild, but when frequently 
spoken to and tempted into familiarity with titbits of food is quite 
fearless. Cleanliness is as essential to it as to any of the other small 
creatures, and its cages, which may be purchased in several forms, 

ought to be thoroughly washed at regular periods. 
To tame the wild varieties is both more difficult and more 

amusing. A very silly superstition of some people is that the 
ordinary cupboard mouse can be tamed only by cutting off his tail. 
This piece of cruelty is as ridiculous as it is unnecessary. If there 

isa room to which no cat comes, and where mice are allowed to 

swarm and increase, to entice them into friendliness is as easy as can 
be. You have only to stay in that room when reading, learning 

your lessons, or doing anything else that necessitates your remaining
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still and quiet for along period. Scatter a few crumbs of bread 
on the floor and table before you begin, and very soon the rustling, 
darting, squeaking little creatures will appear and disappear, run 

over the floor, clamber up on the table, chase and fight with one 
another, a greedy one every now and then eueae off to his crevice 
with as big a lump as he can earry. - 

If you make the slightest attempt to chase or hurt them that is 
all you will see. But remain perfectly still, or at any rate refrain 
from any sudden motion that frightens them, and they will become 

bolder and bolder. They very soon grow accustomed to, and fearless 
of, any ordinary sound, such as a continuous conversation, the 

rustling of a newspaper, the regular turning over or even cutting 

the leaves of a book, or the scratching of a pen as one writes. Ina 

little while food that is kept quite close to you will tempt them to 

come for it, and though at first they will scuttle off at the motion 

of a little finger, they are less scared at every new discovery that 

no harm was meant. Patiently and gradually you may entice them 

to come and feed from your hand. 
Ihave tamed nearly every kind of shrew, vole, and mouse, but 

have not been very successful in keeping all of them alive for a 

great length of time. However, when I was a small boy a friend of 
the same years managed to do so, and from an account of his 

method the reader may perhaps obtain hints enough to fashion a 

plan of his own. The insufferable odour of most of these creatures 
when confined within a narrow space renders it very advisable to 

keep them outside. 
The boy referred to lived in a solitary house in a very quiet 

part of the country. From the front windows one looked out on 

two or three grass meadows with great hedges of overhanging 
thorn, then on a broad plantation running up to an eminence 

crowned with dark and gnarled oaks. A small brook ran down 
behind the hedge. Here Willy spent nearly all his leisure in 
summer. He fancied himself Robinson Crusoe, and built a hut in a 

corner of the meadow ; buthis father, who was a man of particularly 
neat habits, thought it offended the eye, and made him take it down. 
So he removed the structure to a little hollow, where one or two 

trees grew, and where it was out of sight. It seemed to him a pity 
he had not done so before, for at the very spot he had dammed the 
stream and erected his water-wheel, and close by were pools in 

which he kept half-tamed fish. On wet days he would retire to his 
hut and read the ‘ Pilgrim’s Progress ’ or ‘ Robinson Crusoe,’ which, 
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with other books, he kept there. You may be sure that any com- 
panion who called to see him was carried to the hut, which indeed 
was the envy of many. It was scarcely high enough to let a small 
boy in, even when he crouched on hands and knees, but it was so 
long he could stretch out his entire length, and lie with his head 
peeping out at the door. This was his favourite attitude during a 
shower, for the roof being watertight he could keep perfectly dry, 
and yet be able to cast an eye over what was going on outside. He 
noticed that when the sun came out after rain a great number of 
creatures began to venture out of i 
their holes. Among them were some 

of the tiny common shrews, which 
attracted his attention the more be- 

cause if he left a piece of meat lying _ 4 

about two of them were pretty certain 

to have a fierce quarrel over it. He 

determined to keep them in captivity, 

and for that purpose set about building a place. I remember well 

helping to carry bricks and mortar from some farm buildings the 

masons were at work on at the time. The bricks were placed 

edgeways and one above the other, while the roof was supported 

by pillars of brick. It consisted of a piece of tarpaulin laid on a 

sparring of blown wood from the plantation. It answered very 

well in one way, for the shrews seemed to thrive and enjoy them- 

selves. At all events they regularly carried off the dead birds, 

bits of meat, and other food laid for them. Only they were 

invisible even when the roof was lifted, for they made little 

holes and disappeared into them. So the brick courtyard was 

voted a failure, and another plan tried. This was to obtain some 

wire netting of very fine mesh and make a regular run. He was 

able to get a lot, because they used it for the fowl runs, and the run 

in which his father kept golden pheasants, all of which were con- 

structed to keep out mice and sparrows. The beginning was to 

clear away the turf on a space of two square yards, and cover this 

with the netting, so that the creatures could not escape by burrowing. 

Then the turf was replaced, and being thoroughly watered twice a 

day became greener and fresher than ever. After that the space 

was fitted with walls and a roof of netting. The whole was easy 

to set up or take down, since the netting was pegged to wooden 

frames fastened at the corners with string. Two ends, two sides, a 

top and a bottom made-six sheets altogether, 

  

Fie. 118.—Tur Common SHrew
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It was placed in the open, by the side of the brook, on turf 

that the rabbits kept always nibbled as close as that of a lawn. No 
road was near and the ground belonged to the boy’s father, so ° 
there was very little risk of disturbance. Sheep and cattle, which 
might have trampled it down, were-not allowed to graze, lest they 

should damage the young trees. The run was exposed to all 

kinds of weather, but the rain never seemed to damage any of the 
various captives imprisoned here from time to time. As soon as . 
material was supplied it was observed that the shrews made them- 

selves nests, which seemed perfectly watertight. The voles on the 
other hand tunnelled in all directions close to the wire, and lived 

most of their time in covered passages, to the destruction of the 

grass, which invariably withered and died shortly after they were 
putin. When this happened the cage was at’ first removed to a 
fresh spot, but after it was observed that the shrews did not live in 

harmony with the mice, and caused comparatively little injury to 
the herbage, the larger run was divided into three of smaller size, 

and the species kept apart. 

Hiven then it was some time before he got into the way of feeding 
them satisfactorily. He was not a boy of much scientific accom- 
plishment, and could not have told anyone the exact and proper 

names of the seven distinct varieties he had held in captivity and 

counted. But for purposes of diet he divided them into three 

  

Fie. 119.—Tue Lone-ratnep Finny Movsn 

classes. Those with long noses were denominated shrews, and 
had carnivorous propensities; from black beetles to dead birds 
and sheep’s liver nothing in the way of meat came amiss to them.
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Those with short tails he called voles. They were the most 
destructive to the grass, as their chief food consisted of roots and 
tender blades of vegetable.. The mice he distinguished by their long 
tails, and fed mostly with grain. It was a rough but easily under- 
stood classification, and it will serve your turn until you have 
collected all the different kinds and found out their proper names. 
He was fondest of the shrews because of their stirring, active, 
pugnacious habits, although they were the most difficult to feed. 
Mice and voles, though rather more easily tamed, were not con- 
sidered so amusing. Both the water-vole—often called the water- 
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Fie. 120.—Tue Warrer-Surew 

rat—and the water-shrew, it may be mentioned, appeared to be 
quite healthy even when access was denied them to any water 
except what they had to drink; still they thoroughly enjoyed a 
swim when a large vessel full was placed within reach. 

An interesting story was once told me in this connection by a most 
truthful and trustworthy working-man that I would have given 
something to have been able to confirm from my own knowledge. 
He was a woodman, who on many a cold frosty winter morning 
had to start for the scene of his labours just as day was breaking. 
On his way he passed a number of allotment corn stacks that stood 
about two or three hundred yards from the banks of a river infested 
by water-voles. Beyond doubt they passed to and fro, since their 
tracks were plainly visible, and I have myself seen them on the 
way. My informant, however, asserted most positively that he 
saw avery grey and apparently blind old rat, as he called it, led
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carefully towards the water by means of a straw, one end of which 

was held in its mouth, and the other in that of the guide. Such a 
circumstance would be most deeply interesting, if it were established 

by careful observation. 
When bottom fishing you will have many opportunities of 

watching the water-shrew swimming close to the shore, and the 

  

      

      

    
                              
                                                        
  

                    
                

        
  

    
    
    
  

    

  

  

Fie. 121.—Tur Warer-Ratr 

water-vole out on the slender side-branches cropping the young 
buds. They are very pretty and harmless creatures, although I 
have seen the latter defend itself bravely and successfully against 
the attack of the weasel. 

No observant boy will experience serious difficulty in obtaining 
specimens of these creatures, and if it is desired to keep them alive, 

some adaptation of the plan just sketched, suitable to the special 
circumstances of the case, will be found to answer very well. 

An out-door cage is a most desirable and interesting possession, 
but in erecting it several things have to be kept in mind. Where 
cattle, horses—or even sheep—graze, it is likely to be trampled down. 
Placed near a public road, there is always a risk of its being robbed 
or destroyed by mischievous passers-by. Then, again, you have to
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remember that these pets form the natural-food, or are regarded 
as enemies by a great variety of creatures.. Even in an extremely 
out-of-the-way spot, the domestic cat will often be found waiting 
patiently till a mouse comes within reach of her paw, and some 
wandering fox-terriers are nearly as bad, scratching and biting in 

    
Fie. 122.—Tarn Hanvesr Mousr anv irs Nesv 

the hope of effecting an entrance. To say nothing of Reynard, 
who is not above taking the smallest mouse if the hen-roost is effec- 
tively guarded, there are several small animals keen after them, 
and although the netting may scare them at first, they get used 
to ibin time. Stoats and weasels are the worst, but a big at is 

not far behind them, and even the mole willreadily kill a mouse or



224. COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

shrew. Owls,.too, will come hovering over the cage, and perhaps 

get their claws fastened in it. 

To guard against these dangers it will be necessary in the first 

place to have every joint and fastening strong and secure. Then, 

whether there is vegetation or not, it is wise to have little boxes or 

nests as hiding-holes and places of refuge. Remember that mouse 

and vole and shrew are alike in so far that bitter experience has 

taught them the value of concealment. 

In feeding it should not be forgotten that these creatures in a 

wild state have a choice of many different kinds of food; they go 

out foraging and pick up a morsel of this and a pinch of that till 

they have gone over a long bill of fare. Yet many people, when 

they keep anything in captivity, merely ask what its food is, and 

give it that and nothing else. For instance, they learn that the 

squirrel eats nuts, and they give no other food. But how joyfully | 

a squirrel, tired of nuts, will jump at a saucer of bread and milk 

squeezed dry, or even a hard crust of brown bread! So the mouse is 

said to like grain, and gets nothing but oats. Nevertheless, nearly 

all mice are extremely fond of nuts for a change, and have a very 

clever way of ‘extricating the kernel. As the man in the comic 

opera says, toffy is a capital thing, but toffy for breakfast, toffy for 

dinner, toffy for supper, would sicken anyone of it. Remember this, 

and contrive to give your pets as many changes of diet as you can 

think of. It will greatly help to maintain them in health. 

Tue Hare 

Poor Wat, as country people name him, has the reputation of 

being such a miserably timid, frightened creature that, sooner than 

be tamed, he will go out of his wits with terror. It has often been 

stated by newspaper correspondents that he is untamable, but this 

only proves that the writers are ignorant of a poet who deserves 

not to be forgotten. The story of William Cowper and his hares 

will interest anyone who loves wild things. You may look it up for 

yourself in the poet’s biography, but the epitaph on old Tiney, as 

well as being pleasant to read, contains so much sound sense about 

hares that it will not be out of place to reprint it here. What is 

said about feeding deserves particular attention.
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EPITAPH ON A HARE. 

Here lies whom hound did ne’er pursue, 

Nor swifter greyhound follow ; 

Whose feet ne’er tainted mornivg dew, 
Nor ear heard huntsman’s hollo. 

Old Tiney, surliest of his kind, 

Who, nursed with tender care, 

And to domestic bounds confined, - 

- Was still a wild Jack-hare. 

Though duly from my hand he took 

His pittance every night, 

He did i with a jealous look, 

And, when he could, would bite. 

His diet was of wheaten bread, 

And milk, and oats, and straw, 

Thistles, or lettuces instead, 

With sand to scour his maw. 

On twigs of hawthorn he regaled, 

On pippins’ russet peel, 

And, when his juicy salads failed, 

Sliced carrot pleased him well. 

A Turkey carpet was his lawn, 

Whereon he loved to bound, 

To skip and gambol like a fawn, 

And swing his rump around. 

His frisking was at evening hours, 
For then he lost his fear ; 

But most before approaching showers, 
Or when a storm drew near. 

Hight years and five round rolling moons 
He thus saw steal away ; 

Dozing out all his idle noons, 
And every night at play. 

I kept him for his hunour’s sake, 
For he would oft beguile , 

My heart of thoughts that made it ache, 
And force me to a smile.
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But now beneath his walnut shade 
He finds his long last home, 

And waits in snug concealment laid, 

Till gentler Puss shall come. 

He, still more aged, feels the shocks 

From which no care can save; 

And, partner once of Tiney’s box, 
Must soon partake his grave. 

Almost every line betokens an intimate and accurate knowledge 
of the habits of the hare, and the diet is excellent. Milk-and-bread 

is the staple, varied in summer with lettuce and milky thistles, in 
winter with oats and carrots. Turnips were evidently avoided, and 
also cabbage, both of which will be freely eaten, but tend to produce 
disease. Like the deer, hares will not only munch the ‘pippins’ 
russet peel,’ but also consume crab apples. 

The general impression that hares are excessively timid is natu- 
ral, simply because Wat trusts to his speed when attacked ; and very 
handsome he looks when, with ears cocked and long sinewy slender 
legs at the stretch, he gallops away. But in captivity he lays his 
fear altogether aside. Some years ago I used to see one frequently 
that was as tame and bold asa cat. It belonged to a butcher in 
the town of Alloa in Clackmannanshire, and might be seen any day 
trotting about the shop among the dogs, or even making excursions 
on its own account down the street—a fairly busy thoroughfare in a 
‘small manufacturing town. Ithad an antipathy to strange dogs, and 
attacked them boldly, seizing the face with its sharp front teeth. 
The boldness of the action seemed to strike the objects of it with 
terror and surprise, and they ran howling. Dogs of the immediate 
neighbourhood, even those that would eagerly chase a hare in the 
fields, showed no disposition to attack it. But of course it wasrash 
to expose an animal so weak to such risks, and the inevitable result 
occurred when a strange dog of pugnacious humour worried it to 
death. The story is noteworthy, however, if only because it shows - 
that the often-used phrase ‘natural enemies’ is not altogether cor- 
rect. Ifyou bring up a leveret with puppies, or young rabbits with 
kittens, they naturally become friends. 

If you notice the wild hare carefully, it will be seen that its 
cowardice is more apparent than real. On the March fallows the 
males have boxing matches, when they spar with one another in a 

most lively fashion and strike with their pads, in which they show
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both pluck and endurance. And they approach much closer and more 

fearlessly to man than the wild rabbit. Towards dusk of a summer 

evening they seem to take a melancholy pleasure in leaving the 

fields and go sedately along the dusty high roads with a limping, 

meditating gait, and whether it is that they get into a brown study 

or forget the fear of man, certain it is that they will gallop almost 

up to the knees ofa silent spectator. Sometimes even when you are 
watching them, one will get into a snare, and give that piercing 

child-like scream that is more pitiful than almost any other animal 
sound. 

To attempt to tame a full-grown hare is hopeless. In nine 

cases out of ten, it will refuse to eat and die of starvation. So it is 

necessary to look out for a leveret. The hare begins breeding 

early in the year and goes on till the autumn. From two to four 

young are produced ata birth. They are difficult to obtain, as the 

mother for the sake of protection keeps among the tall grass and 

young corn, and you can hardly search for them without injuring 

the crops. When hares have been kept in captivity they have 

almost invariably come accidentally into the possession of the 

owner. The best way is to apply to a farmer or a gamekeeper. 

During the mowing season a few litters are always discovered in a 

country where they are plentiful. c 
A leveret should be treated much in the same way as a young 

tame rabbit, only being of a wild stock it is liable to many diseases, 

unless plenty of freedom for exercise is allowed. You should make a 

  

Fic. 123. -Box Hovsn ror Harz 

plain box house for it—which need not be large, as it is only to replace 

the‘ form’ which a hare rests in when wild. The illustration 

shows the retreat of a pet with full freedom toroam. ‘Two of them 

do better than a single one, because they excite one another to play, 
Q2



228 COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

and their romping induces a sharp appetite. If you feed them and 

take them out yourself they soon become very fond of you. At first 
confine them almost entirely to lettuce, white clover, milky thistles, 

and other green-stuff, which they may have been in the habit of 

obtaining from the fields. Milk-and-bread may be given, first 
sparingly, then in increasing quantities, so that it may become the 

regular diet when green food is less easily obtained. When the 

hares are grown up you cannot do better than adopt the diet 

described in the verses. 
It is hardly necessary to add a warning about dogs. The tamer 

the hare the more fearless it is like to be, and if you have a favourite 

dog of your own, the two will either become great friends or con- 

stantly indulge in little fights and bickerings. No harm will result 

unless you are careless about strangers. The hare will treat an 

intruder exactly as it does the familiar acquaintance, and the result 

is likely to be tragic. Only by constant and loving care may you 

hope to prolong the life of this pleasant and lively pet. 

Tue HEpGEHOG 

Though the hedgehog is not so interesting and pretty as the 

squirrel he has merits of his own to reward the slight trouble 

necessary to render him tame. He is a beast of evil odour, for he 

loves the darkness, and country folk of the olden time used to 

have many superstitions regarding the bat, the owl, the hedgehog, 

and other creatures that emerge from their hiding places when 

ordinary folk are preparing for bed. Such idle stories as that the 

hedgehog comes before dawn and dries up the udders of cows, 

belong to tales of witchcraft rather than of natural history. Any- 

one who takes his stand at dusk of a summer evening in a small 

plantation by the edge of a copse or close to a hedgerow which the 

urchin haunts will soon conclude it harmless. The two pigs come 

out from the leafy corner of the fence or wood in which they have - 

lain all day, and the young ones with them. Already the latter, 

though born without prickles, are covered with them and exactly 

resemble their parent. Hvidently the whole family are hungry, and 

run and nose about with more alacrity than might be expected from 

their figures. They come out long before it is quite dark, and in quiet 

places it is not unusual for them to hunt at midday. One year 

there was a nest within a few yards of my window, and I could
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see the young coming out at all hours. Naturally the hedgehog is 
far from shy. It will sometimes trot close up to anyone who stands 
quite still, and appear to wonder if he has anything to eat. As 
long as it is light, therefore, you may easily notice what the hedge- 
hog is feeding on. Commonly, this consists in summer-time of 
slugs, worms, snails, and the tender buds of various plants. But it 

is far from confining itself to one kind of food. Eggs it is un- 
doubtedly fond of, and it is to be feared that unfledged birds 
have a poor chance if they venture within its reach. It will eat 
nearly any little animal it can master, including young rabbits. 

  

   
Fie. 124.—Turn Hrpernoa 

Gamekeepers are sometimes blamed for killing the hedgehogs, but 

considering what the facts are it is hardly fair to find fault with 

them. 

There is very little difficulty about obtaining a young hedgehog. 

You have only to find a nest, and keep it under observation till the 

little pigs begin to wander on their own account. They begin to 

do so long before they have left their mother for good and all. In 

a cloth or handkerchief they may safely be carried. 

Sometimes the tame hedgehog is kept in a cage, but as the 

animal is a born rambler it is a pity to do this. In a walled garden 

he may be left to run loose, the slight injury done to the plants 
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being more than compensated for by the removal of many pests. 
Care should be taken not to let a terrier or spaniel near him, as his 
spines offer little protection against a good dog, which, when he is 
curled up, opens him with a paw, and worries his head. The 
hedgehog, left to freedom, soon becomes tame, and will run up at a 
call. If fed well, he still hunts for such dainties as slugs and snails, 
but takes fewer vegetables. 

Failing the liberty of a garden, a pretty way of keeping th 
hedgehog is to make him a little shed with a run attached, as large 

  

Fic, 125..-Run ror Hepcrnog 

as the ground will permit. Wire netting makes the best fence, and 
it need not be very high, as this beast is not-a climber. 

There is scarcely anything the hedgehog will not eat, so that 
feeding causes no trouble. Bread-and-milk, oatmeal porridge, 
scraps from the dinner table, or an occasional egg may be used to 

vary his diet. : 

The hedgehog is one of those animals that become torpid in 
winter. If given plenty of food, and kept in a moderately warm 
room, he keeps awake, but if left in the garden, he seeks out some 
quiet corner among the bushes, and curls himself wp when the 
snows and frosts come, awakening about April, very lean, hungry, 
lively, and.active. And, as he is always a little dull and drowsy, 
when deprived of his usual sleep, it is, perhaps, best to let him 

follow his natural inclination. Yet, once in a way, it is worth 

‘
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while to alter the conditions for the curiosity of seeing that the 

apparently instinctive acts of animals may be traced to natural 

causes. 

GUINEA-PIGS 

The guinea-pig is generally awarded a place among the early 

livestock of a boy, and is, in many respects, admirably fitted to be 

a first. pet—that is, it is easily obtained, easily housed, and very 

easily fed. 
Not being. a native of these islands it must be obtained from a 

dealer. Of late years it has figured considerably on the show- 

bench, and the breeding of prize cavies has become a sort of pro- 

fession. That branch lies beyond our scope, however, and to begin 

keeping guinea-pigs, the best plan is to obtain the cheapest possible, 

as long as they are young and healthy. 

It-is customary to keep them in a shallow box under the rabbit 

hutches, and a better plan can hardly be suggested; but, failing it, 

almost any other kind of box will do. They like room, however, 

and must not be too closely crowded together. Sometimes they 

do well with the run of a stable or shed. 

They are very fond of tea-leaves, as are rabbits also, but they 

ought not to be confined to this diet. Almost all the food suitable 

to a rabbit, especially carrots and other roots, may be given 

them. 
As they breed freely, the usual fate is for their owner to 

become possessed of far more than he cares to keep, even after all 

the smaller boys of his acquaintance have been presented with one. 

Then he gives them up in favour of other pets, more interesting 

because more skill is demanded in their Tate and more 

tact to win their affection. 

Tame Fisu 

The only idea suggested to many people by tame fish is that of 

a round globe, containing a few wretched, sickly, overcrowded, 

and overfed goldfish, while others will think of an aquarium. Of 

the former nothing more need be said than that a fatal and acci- 

dental smash would probably be an act of mercy to the 

prisoners. Mr. Furneaux 'has told you about the latter. If you 

1 The Out-Door World.
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want to observe very closely the habits of small fishes, such as the 
stickleback: or loach, it is convenient to have them in confinement. 
But the aquarium must be on a very large scale indeed to hold in 

_ anything like comfort the medium-sized fishes, while those of very 
large sizé are quite out of the question. Still, you need not despair 
of making friends with them. . 

- No doubt, you have read in your story books of wonderful men 
in olden time, who, by magical or other arts, won the love of all 
sorts of wild creatures—as Orpheus ‘made the wild swan pause in 
his flight, and the lark drop down at his feet. In the beginning 
man had to fight hard with the brutes, both to defend himself and 
to obtain food, so that a friendship between them seemed mira- 
culous. But there is no reason why you should inherit this feud. 
The wolf, the bear, and every other wild beast that dared to attack 
you has been exterminated. You, in your turn, need not kill 
anything to get your dinner. And it is only necessary to con- 
vince the wary suspicious wild birds and wild beasts and wild 
fishes of this fact to get on very friendly terms with them. It 
does not require witchcraft to do'so, but only kindness and gentle- 

ness. é 
Fish are less easily tamed than any other wild creatures, 

because they cannot follow you. As soon as a bird has gained 
confidence, it will sit on your shoulder or come into the house. 
You may spend much time with it. So with a beast—the more 
you are in its company the more familiar is the intercourse between 
you. But, except in fairy tales, a fish does not flop to the break- 
fast table at your heels, or stand on his tail and beg for a 
-serap from your dinner plate. It is this that makes the task of 
taming them so difficult. , 

In the case.of fish confined in a pond or ornamental water, 

these remarks hardly apply. They are usually fed at regular 

intervals, and become more than half tame through congregating 
at one place to look for their food. If they have not been fed, so 
much the better. The pond is not a large or well-stocked hunting 
ground, and they will welcome the attentions of anyone who offers 
something to eat. You need only visit the same place regularly 
with crumbs, earthworms, grubs, gentles, or other eatables, and, by 

approaching them gradually, after a few times you will have them 
feeding out. of your hand, or coming to be stroked. Fish in an 
ornamental water usually belong to the Carpide, we. they are 

rélations of the carp, many of which, such as the goldfish and the
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perch, are remarkable for a combination of boldness and trustful- 
ness. 

The wild free tenants of the stream are less easily approached, 
and the only boy to attempt it with a fairly good chance of success 
is one who can be quite happy without companions, and likes to 
lounge on the river. bank for a whole summer day without any 
particular end in view. If there are two, one is sure to interfere 
with the other, and both will lose patience, and try to hurry what 
is naturally a very slow process. 

It would be treacherous to make friends with a fish for the pur- 
pose of hooking it, so the part of the river chosen ought to be one 
where you do not use the rod. Such a boy as we have imagined . 
will soon note where the big fish are to be found. The monster 
perch, when too large to consort with the shoal of half-pounders, 
claims a little territory in a sheltered place by the weir, and woe 
betide any small intruder. Fling in a worm, so that it will be 

caught by the stream that hurries past his domain but only 
sends a washing ripple over its margin. See—he has rushed 

out and got it. Did he know where it came from? So much the 
better if he did. He must be fed regularly, till you may stand 
in full view and throw worms to him, which, after a few weeks, 

he will take as readily as if he had spent his life in a pond. 

Now sit and dangle your feet over the weir in close proximity. He 

is no longer shy, and eats freely, even as close as this. He even 

begins to follow you if you walk along the bank, and in a very 

short time, will come to a shallow place, and let himself be patted. 

‘That is to suppose, however, that all went well. Were it to happen 
that your scholar, as we may call him, were grazed by an angler’s 

hook, and saw his enemy, the teaching would be quite undone. It 

is extremely difficult, and takes a very long time, to teach a fish to 

distinguish between two human beings. For many a day it will 

have precisely the same confidence, or lack of confidence, in the 

veriest stranger that tt has in you. And this is really an almost 

insurmountable barrier to making friends with river fish. Still, 
some of these, at least, do not wander far, and if there is a single 

field inapproachable by anglers it will serve your purpose. 
That fish do get to know individuals is certain. I at one time 

knew a lady who owned a single grass meadow, past the bottom of 
which ran a small river. Shaded by alders, there was a deep pool, 
and below it a broad dashing stream. Tor many successive sum- 
mers a trout that looked like a six-pounder took up his abode in
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this quiet spot, and was always to be found there, except when he 

went out to the shallow channel in search of food. He certainly 
had a keen distrust of humanity, for in vain had the most experi- 
enced anglers tempted him with worm, minnow, and fiy. The 
lady, when she came to live in the house near by, knew nothing at 

all of fish, except how to cook them. As she walked past on fine 

evenings, however, this one interested her, and she began to throw 

crumbs into the water near it. If ever you have dropped pebbles 
from a bridge to a river, you may have noticed that a trout almost 
invariably darts to the place where he sees anything fall. The lady 
was amused to see this one do the same. So it struck her that 
it actually ate some of them. She then got a boy to dig some red 
worms, and fed the trout with them. The fish grew more and 

. more tame, till at last, on catching sight of her or hearing her call, 

he would swim eagerly up and down, close to the bank, looking for 
food. Many atime I have gone with her, but could only witness the 
performance by staying a distance off and in concealment. He 
resumed all his usual shyness when a stranger was present. Anglers 
were forbidden to tempt him, but, as the field was sandwiched into 

the middle of a fishing that usually was let, those who came did not 
always carry their rods over this little bit of private water. About 

the middle of September he disappeared, and was not seen again 
till early the next spring, and one year he failed to come back, and 
was never more seen. 

The keen angler can hardly be expected to find much amuse- 
ment in taming fishes, but it is a pastime not to be despised. Much 
skill is required to allure a fish into taking a baited hook; very 

much more is needed to make it forget its native suspicion and 
become dog-like in its trust of man. Anyone who thinks he would 
like-to try may be encouraged by such an example as that quoted 

to hope for success even with the most unlikely subject. 
Curious mistakes occasionally occur, however. When the writer 

was a very little chap he was very proud of himself for having 
tamed a squirrel and a wild rabbit, and was eagerly (but most 
unsuccessfully) trying to do the same with the big fish in a salmon 

river. One morning he returned from the waterside triumphant. 
The big trout and salmon had all of a sudden turned so tame, that 
dozens were creeping in close to the bank, and would remain to be 
patted and spoken to. Alas! There was but too much truth in his 
story. Older people hurried to the waterside, and sure enough there 
were numbers of great fish—two, three, and even four feet in length— 
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meekly hugging the shore or floating among the weeds. But an 
experienced naturalist detected at once the grey fungoid growth on 
their heads that was the real cause of the apparent tameness. An 

epidemic had broken out among them, and thousands of fine fish 
were dying. Ina week the banks were strewn with those pulled 

out by the passers-by. When you see a big fish close to the bank 

and going away very lazily if you scare him, or if you see one rising 

in mid-stream and putting his snout above the water, particularly 

if he’rumbles in his gait and can hardly keep from turning upon his 

belly as he goes.away, you may almost certainly conclude that he 

is not well, and if several are seen under these conditions at the 

same time, it is probable that some contagious disease is about. 

And you may be of great use by observing these things.
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CHAPTER VI 

FISHING WITHOUT TACKLE 

Iv a boy really loves the waterside—and, of such as do, the 
expert anglers are eventually made—he will find out for himself a 
great deal of what is said in this preliminary chapter. It will treat 
only of those early essays made as soon as a child-is able to dabble 

in the brook or pond, either with his bare hands or such rough and 

ready instruments as can be produced at a moment’s notice. We 
will therefore begin with what is in all probability the very simplest 

act of fishing. 

How to Catcu a. Fresuwatrer Mussen 

You must first see the mussel before catching it, and that is 
easily done by peering into the water wherever there is a gap inthe 
sedges or rushes that fringe a pond or slow river with a muddy 

  
Fie 126.—Fresuwater Mussen
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bottom. In the brook it is found in still places where the bed is soft. 
Generally there is a cluster together. Each is half imbedded in the 
mud with one end protruded, and if you examine this closely when 
the molluse is not alarmed, the shell is slightly parted at the upward 

  
Fie. 127.—Carcuine Mussris 

tip. Why this is so you may find out by consulting ‘The Out-Door 
World’! The creature is caught by taking advantage of this habit. 
Cut a slender rod from the nearest hazel, elm, or willow tree, and 

* The Out-Door World, by W. Furneaux. Longmans, Green, & Co,
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having stripped it of twigs and leaves, return to where you saw the 
mussel, and carefully direct the thin end into the gaping valve. You 
must not fumble or make any mistake, for if the mussel is scared, 
the first thing it does is to close this aperture, and not only does it 
delay to open it, but when it does so the tips of the shell go but a 
little way asunder for along time. The mussel is very timid and 
suspicious. If, however, the point of the rod enters the opening, the 
shell closes so firmly that the molluse is quite easily drawn from the 
mud, and a first triumph in fishing has been achieved. Of course 
you will replace in the water all that are not wanted for the aquarium. 
It would be cruel to leave them on the bank to die. 

4 

Taxinc LoacHES wiTH THE Pocket KNIFE 

Next to mussels one of the earliest fishes to attract attention is 
the loach. He is very tiny, and seldom exceeds three inches in 
length. He loves little sandy-bottomed pools in the brook. But 
he is also to be found in large rivers, and for several reasons tempts 
the beginner to try his skill. The place to seek for him is in a clear 
shallow bay, with a bottom of sand and stones. He is sometimes 
angled for with bait and line, but the majority of boys get their first 
loach with a pocket-knife. At first one might fancy it would be an 
easy matter to stoop and lift him up, so still and quiet is his 
favourite attitude, with his tail slightly curled and his bearded head 
resting on the gravel, for you hardly ever see him playing in mid- 

  

Fie, 128.—Tre Loacu 

water like a minnow. He is by no means so artless as he looks, 
however. Just as the incautious hand is going to grasp him, whisk 
goes his tail, and quicker than the eye can follow he has darted 
away. Yet he will not go off to the deep water, and presently you 
will catch sight of him hiding cunningly behind a stone. Now the 
surest and speediest way to get him is to take your pocket-knife— 
using the back unless the edge is very blunt indeed—and moving 
very slowly get it above him and gradually press down until he is
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squeezed against the bottom. He is a tough-skinned fish, and 
will not be hurt unless your knife be very sharp, since you press him 
against a soft surface. In the water a loach is not unlike a diminu- 
tive pike, and some country people hold that he is but a jack at a 
certain period of growth, but if you put the two side by side, the 
difference will be very apparent. 

A little experience with loaches will imprint a lesson which 
is extremely useful, whenever you want to capture or observe any 
wild creature. Nothing gives morealarm thana quick motion. Sit 
perfectly still on the bank, and fish will feed in full view; move, 
and they dart away. You may get your hand within a few inches 
of the loach, so near in fact that it seems impossible for him to 
escape, and yet he will certainly do so if you make a sudden clutch. 
In the same way if you try to dash down on him with a knife, he 
slips away and leaves you. If you are gentle and quiet and obser- 
vant, not only will you have the most interesting sport, but also 
avoid thie infliction of unnecessary pain. 

SPEARING EELS 

This is the simplest use of the spear for fresh-water fish, and the 

implement has almost gone out of use except by poachers. In only 

one form is the employment of the spear to be commended, and 

that is for destroying eels, which, when over-numerous, injure a 

trout-stream by eating spawn and young fry. The deadliest eel- 

spear is not shaped like a spear at all, but resembles a pair of 

scissors or large shears, such as those with which hedges are clipped. 

        

        

  

Fie. 129.—An HExn-Sprar 

But the blades are toothed like a saw, or otherwise the slimy eel 

would wriggle out of their grip. Hels come out of their hiding- 
places and roam more freely at night than in the day-time, and con- 

sequently are, according to this method, most effectively killed by



240 COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

torchlight. It is usual to make a party of five for an eel-spearing . 

expedition. i 

A clear shallow rippling stream is best for the purpose. One 

carrying a torch wades up the middle. His torch is a piece of old 

sacking fastened to the end of a stick and covered with coal-tar. In 

addition he may soak it in paraffin. On each side he has a com- 

panion armed with the shears aforesaid. Two others go, one on either 

bank carrying bags for the catch and also a supply of lights. Tel- 

spearing in this way is a very picturesque amusement to look at, 

but since little skill is required you would soon grow tired of it. 
Yet the beginner will be very much interested to notice the effect of 

torchlight on running water at night. It enables him to see every- 

thing, to the little stones and grains of sand on the bottom. And 

the fish are not a bit afraid. Save for the quiver of their fins as 

they breast the stream, the dark forms of trout and salmon appear 

almost at rest. 
The worst of eel-spearing is that it is frequently made a cloak 

for less innocent practices. Youths go out with a harmless pair of 
shears, but conceal the deadly leister or pronged spear with which 

trout and salmon are poached. A party has been known to kill 

  

Fie. 180.—Huap or Ext-Spzar 

sixty stone of trout in anight. Long ago, as you have probably read, 

Sir Walter Scott was very fond of this amusement, when carried . 

on in boats, but fishing was not so popular then as itis now. To 

‘burn the water’ is to rob a multitude of anglers of their amuse- 

ment. It is interesting to know that a kind of fishing Isaak 

Walton saw and condemned on the Hampshire streams nearly three 

hundred years ago. is still secretly carried on. But you will easily 

understand that mere killing is not sport. Let us now return to 

the youthful beginner from whose company we have been parted 

for a moment.
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GUMPING AND TICKLING 

There is no pleasanter amusement than that of catching fish 
with the bare hand. It takes you away for atime from the pond 
and the deep river to the little silvery brooks that glance through 
the fields over the road and under the bridge. There is sure to be 
one near your home, and you will learn a great deal about the ways 
of fishes by making yourself familiar with it. A good way of begin- 
ning is by tracing it to its source, and drawing a map of the main 
stream and its tributaries. It will be of great service to you after- 
wards if careful note be taken of the various pools and runs passed 
on the journey. 

At first you will probably walk or run carelessly along the bank, 
now and then just catching sight of trout startled at your approach, 
and darting hither and thither till they find a hiding-place under the 
bank or among the weeds. You dash forward in hope to have a closer 
view of one larger than usual, but the pool appears to have become 
suddenly deserted, except for a fish that, dissatisfied with its con- 
cealment, rushes out and up and down in terror, till he pops into a 
hole again. Or, if the water be very deep, as it probably is near the 
mouth, the fish retire into the middle quite out of reach, and so terri- 
fied that it would be hopeless to offer them the most tempting bait. 

How To. OxsserveE Fiso in a Brook 

It is a very good rule and the foundation of all true sports- 
manship to know how a creature behaves in ease and security 
before attempting to catch it. You must therefore try to approach 
without exciting attention. That is not at all difficult. Many big 
fish have entered the brook from the river, and are seeking food in 
deep pools near its mouth. Choose a place where still water is 
overhung by a willow or alder, or where long grass has grown on 
the bank, as will nearly always be the case in summer —the season 
for this amusement. Now go down on.your hands and feet, and 
crawl slowly forward to the cover from which the pool may be 
overlooked, and as near as you can get to the stream which feeds 
it. By peering cautiously you will then be able to ascertain what 
is going on, After this has been done for a number of times you 

R
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will learn that fish, like human beings, have a feeding time. On 

some occasions they will seem all at rest, hardly moving from their 

positions, at another keenly on the watch, rising to the top at 
almost every little object floated down, and just dimpling the water 
as they bite at it. 

But whether active or..inert, you will find that when undis- 

turbed their heads are always pointing up stream—that being the 

direction in which they expect food to. come. One inference 

from this is sure to occur to you. If you desire to approach 

fish unobserved, it is best to do so by walking up stream, since, 
in that way you come on them from behind, whereas if you 
walk down stream you come in the very direction in which they 

are looking. Still another point may be noticed. When a fish is 

startled and has no hiding-place near, he turns round and rushes off 

down stream as hard as ever he can go. Should you be down 

below when somebody has frightened those above, you will observe 

that in their precipitate flight the fugitives spread the alarm in the 

pools through which they pass. Trout that were quietly feeding 

pop into their corners, others scurry down stream, and the few left 
show the liveliest signs of terror. From this it is very apparent 

that if you wish for any purpose to explore a number of pools and 

to find their inhabitants undisturbed, it is best to work up stream. 

When you begin to wield a rod, that will be found a golden maxim. 
Creep quietly along the bank, and you will soon get to know all 

the favourite lurking places of the inhabitants of the brook. One 

waits for his prey behind the stone that breaks the force of a rippling, 

dashing stream, others select the shade of the bank where a side 
current hurries past it, some like the still water at the tail of a run, 

but you will often see large trout roaming over foamy channels, 

hardly deep enough to cover them. You will find it pleasant to 

notice these things; and as fish behave very much the same in a 
small river as in a large one, the knowledge thus gained will be of 

great use afterwards. 

Usinc THE Bare Hanp 

As you proceed upward the brook grows narrower, till at last 
you can jump quite easily from bank to bank. Long grass and 
rushes and ferns at places quite hide the water from view. Still, ag 

it ripples past some smooth close-cropped hill pasture it forms little
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pools half-filled with big stones. These are tenanted by a variety 
of inhabitants, but the one most likely to arouse your curiosity is a 
trout four or five inches long, who darts into a hiding place at your 
approach, Now the problem is how to catch him alive and unhurt, 
with no implements save those given you by nature. It will pro- 
bably take you a long time to do so, for at first you make ineffectual 
efforts to seize him by force, routing him out of his corner and chasing 
him about the water. Then you begin to call on your brains for 
help. First look at the little channel through which the water 
goes away; were the trout to become desperate he might be able 
to splash’ down it into the larger pool below, so it may be as well 
to stop his egress by making a wall of small pebbles. Next look 
where he has been playing hide and seek with you amongst the 
stones, and it will not be difficult to pitch on a cavity which has an 
entrance and an exit, either of which is easily covered with one of 
your hands. But he may possibly avoid it, remembering how often 
he has been nearly trapped and captured there before. 

Most likely, however, it is a favourite corner of his, and you 
just catch sight of the extremities of his lips as he looks out from 
his hiding-place. Then he is easily taken. Approach warily with 
your sleeves tucked up. Cover with one hand the aperture at his 
tail, bring the other gently in front of him, and as he turns to 
escape the right hand, he rushes into the left. Even then, and after 
you have felt. his smooth skin several times in your grasp, he may 
be able to squirm and wriggle himself out and fly to a less approach- 
able refuge. To drive him back it may be necessary to move some 
of the stones, which is more easily done in water than on land, and 
your attention will very likely be distracted by the discovery of 
-many unexpected inhabitants of the pool that long before you saw 
them took alarm and flew to shelter at your approach. Other 
trout dive hither and thither, roaches make their queer sudden 
darts of alarm, the white belly of an eel glitters as it bends its 
sinewy elastic body and rushes off to bore into some other crevice. 

‘When the trout lies by the side of a stone, or under the bank, 
you, will find it possible to catch him if you move your hand very 
gradually from behind. That is how trout are tickled: you get 
your hand under him, and instead of being frightened or darting 
away at contact with it, he merely rises in the water as he feels the 
touch, and affords you plenty of time and opportunity to tighten 
your grasp. 

In a very small pool or stream, if you desire to catch minnows, 
R2



244 COUNTRY. PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

sticklebacks, or other small fry, the following plan will often be 

found effective. Rest the whole of your little finger, the points of 
your other fingers and your wrist on the bottom, so as to form a 

cavity under your hand. Now make a feint of catching them with 
your other hand, and they will run under your palm for. shelter. 
You will find after a little practice that to procure perfectly uninjured 

specimens out of a pool, the most delicate and effective instrument 
is your bare hand. 

MounTAIn STREAMS 

If you live in a hilly country, or spend your holidays there, you 
may enjoy ‘gumping’ at its highest perfection. A mountain burn 

is very unlike the almost noiseless brook that glides through the 
daisied meadows and fertile cornfields of England. It brattles and 
brawls over its stony channel quite loudly even in midsummer. In 

wet weather, when torrents pour into it from the hills, it rises very 
quickly and to a great size, so that the frequent floods have worn . 
out a great passage, and have rolled down huge lumps of rock and 

boulder. ‘When the waters fall again they leave hundreds of pools 

and little trickling streamlets. How full these are of fish may easily. 
be guessed from the number of sea-gulls that come here for foodina 

dry season, and find it so plentiful that they do not trouble to go home 
at night, but gather together and rest on the moors. Another keen 
angler, the heron, will often be seen wading in the shallow places, 

or making off on his strong wide wings at your approach. You will 

find all sorts of birds very bold in these lonely places. The cheerful 

little dipper flies from stone to stone all round you, and hawks and 

falcons perch on ledges of rock as if curious to watch your proceed- 

ings. Fish are so very plentiful, and the stream so shallow it will 
at first seem almost too easy to catch them, but a few trials will 
serve to show that there is plenty of scope for the exercise of your 

ingenuity.: The number of hiding-places- seems endless, and one 
hole made by the shelving stones leads into so many others that the 
day flies past while you are engrossed in a long hunt. You should 

take care, however, not to let your amusement be cruel. For 

example, it is often possible by removing a few stones to empty a 
pool and leave the inhabitants stranded. If you do so, be sure to 
take the little fish you do not want to the main stream and cast 

them in. Only the eels may be left to take care of themselves. If 

you carry a lively one out to a- considerable distance on the grass
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and let it go, you will find that it turns at once towards the water; 
and will make good its escape, unless it have to travel under exposure 

to a hot sun. The other fish, however, would die in‘a short time if 

left to themselves. 

Catcuinc MiInnows 

Before beginning to angle with a rod and line, you ought to be 
able to catch a minnow, if not without tackle at any rate with that 
which you may extemporise at a moment’s notice. It is of great 
advantage in angling, as in everything else, to make use of every 
opportunity. Very likely you happen to see minnows of the very 

          

  

Fie. 131.—Tur Minnow 

size you want, féeding in the deep water close to a weir, or in a hole 

beyond the reach of your hand, but you have no rod with you. 

Well, that want may be supplied from the nearest tree. Cut a stick 

three or four feet long that is neither too stiff nor too supple. Next 

see if there is not a yard of hair-line in your pocket, or failing that, 

some common tailor’s thread, or fine string of any kind. A tiny 
hook for catching minnows is sold by the dealers, but if you have 

not one, an excellent substitute may be found by stripping the dress- 

ing from a very small fly hook. Should that not be forthcoming, 

then you must make a hook of your own by bending the point of a 

pin. For bait you may turn over the damp sod near the water’s 

edge, till you find a diminutive worm, or you may use the end of a 

big one. Minnows are bold, fearless little fellows, and full of curiosity. 

As soon as your bait drops into the water they will rush for it, and 

there will be quite a scramble, one pulling this way and another 

that, till you jerk your line out of water. Only a bare hook! But 

look at that minnow turning up a bit of white as he rushes away 

from the rest, he has certainly been hurt. Now try again. Watch 

very closely, and do not strike till you see one of the minnows 

making a little run with the bait in his mouth. Give a sharp pull 

in the opposite direction, and if your effort has heen well timed he
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is dangling at the end of your line. Notice this—the minnows will 

bite at the bare hook if it be in motion, and begin to leave even a 

dainty and tempting worm if it remain quite still. To catch them 

is an excellent introduction to the art of angling, and when you can 

hook two dozen in an hour, we will begin to think of finding you a 

rod and line with which to attack the larger inhabitants of the 

stream.
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CHAPTER VII 

BOTTOM AND FLOAT FISHING 

BeroreE going on to describe the various implements used in 

angling, I would like to impress on the beginner that success will 
ultimately depend not on the quantity and perfection of his tackle; 

but the skill with which it is used. To secure the best equipment 

within your reach is only common prudence, but there is no reason 
for grieving about articles, which may be desirable, but cannot at 
the time be obtained. Try. always to make.the best of what you 

have. Many a capital day’s sport would never have been enjoyed, 

had it not been commenced with makeshifts. If the best bait is not 

at hand try one that is: if you have not one of the beautiful floats 

sold at.shops, cut one out of a bottle cork with your pocket knife: 

should you not have the hook recommended, try the next best that 

you happen to possess. And from the first always endeavour to 

discover things for yourself. Find out by observation what sort of 

fish aré in the river or pond, and watch what they eat, or experi- 

ment on their tastes by tossing in different kinds of food. There is 

a certain adaptability in the appetites of fish, and they become fond 

of that food which is locally prevalent. 

But though it is good to trust to your own resources this should 

not be made an excuse for sloth or untidiness. Some young anglers 

are forced to employ substitutes, because they are never able to find 

what they want. No pastime tempts to disorder more than fishing. 

One goes down to the water so eagerly, and is so anxious to get 

started, that sometimes hooks are thrust anywhere, the bait-bag drops 

into the stream, the cover of the rod is tossed among the long grass, 

and lost sight of. Ivemember when first I used to go perch fishing, 

there was always the chance of a two- or three-pound jack coming 

for the bait, and the -occurrence of such an event was full of 

excitement, for he would rush to the other side, spring out of the 

water, and whirl the line about in ‘a most extraordinary manner. 

It was a triumph to get him out, but seldom was it unattended with
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loss. The memory cf the tackle that was deranged, the pocket 

knives laid down and forgotten till it was hopeless to seek out the 

exact place again, the gimp and hooks carelessly lost in eager hurry 

to resume fishing, inspires me still with a profound admiration of 

the virtues of order and method. Much time and labour, much 

vexation and worry may be avoided by early acquiring the habit 

of arranging everything in its place at the start, and putting it 

back after use. Neatness and orderliness more than repay the 

angler for the extra trouble involved. 

I will now proceed to deal with the ordinary requisites for bait - 

fishing. : 

Tue Rop 

This is the first and most essential part of the equipment. 

Many of the fathers and grandfathers of the young fishermen of 

to-day used rods that were made by some village mechanic, often 

the carpenter or wheelwright. Occasionally, someone whose 

ordinary labour was very different had a genius for this work. I 

‘remember a schoolmaster who turned out an excellent article. It 

used to be made in three pieces, the bottom of ash, the middle of 

hickory, the top of lancewood. Should there be anyone in your 

neighbourhood who can make rods, you will hardly do better than 

apply to him. But such a variety of good rods is now sold so 
cheaply by the dealer that the village rod-makers receive little 
‘encouragement. Most likely, therefore, the rod will be purchased 

ready made. If you have a grown-up friend who is also an angler it 

will be well to let him choose your first one; if not, the following 
points will help as a guide. We may assume that you want a rod to 
serve for all the ordinary kinds of bait-fishing. The length should 
be from nine or ten to twelve feet according to your size. The rod 
ought to be strong and light, and yet not too supple. Probably the 
shopkeeper will recommend one because it casts well; but it does 

            

    

                      
  

        

  

not become more suitable on that account. In bait-fishing of the 
kind most suitable to you casting the line is a very simple matter,
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What you need is a rod with which you can strike with ease and 
certainty, and a fly rod is.not a good one to use above a float. See 
therefore that it is perfectly straight and rather stiff. Provided 

these conditions are fulfilled, the material of which it is made does 

not greatly matter. Many of the bamboo rods now so plentifully 
sold are both cheap and excellent. It should be furnished with 

rings placed at regular distances for the lines to run through, and 
for preference the rings should be stiff and upright, and composed of 
one piece. The loose flapping brass rings look better, but are more 
liable to come: off, and if there is a knot in the, line do not let it pass 
so easily, as they get jammed against the rod. 

Tue LINE 

For very coarse fishing any line will do if it be strong enough. 
Many a large jack or good basket ofi eels has been pulled out 
with a fine whip-cord.- If you like the work you may in the winter 
evenings make a capital hair line for yourself. Hairs are very 
easily obtained in the country, and all the apparatus needed consists 

of three sticks two and a half or three inches in length. With your 
pocket-knife the end of each may be split, and a strand of hair 

inserted in each cleft. These three strands you plait together, 
feeding each with a new hair whenever there is one run out. 
Six"hairs will make a stout line, and by diminishing the number or 
using two sticks instead of three it may be made as fine as is desired. 
Home-made articles are not in as much request now as they used to 

be, and probably rather than take the trouble you will go to the shop, 

where, for about half-a-crown, you may obtain forty or fifty yards of 
line, made of undressed silk. Many lines are sold at a cheaper rate, 

but very low-priced lines are anything but a saving in the end. 

Not more than one line will be needed at first. Experience will - 

afterwards show you, however, that for different kinds of fishing it 
is well to have a choice. 

Tue Fioat 

Many young anglers regard the float purely as an implement to 

signal the approach of a fish, to bob up and down as a call to draw 

the line out.. But it serves other purposes. First, it determines 

where the bait shall be. In fishing for eels the worm of course 
should be on the bottom, but for dace almost midway between the 

bed and surface of the stream, If you had no float it would in both
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cases drag on the mud 
or gravel. Another ser- 

vice it renders is to en- 

able you to keep the 
line moderately tight 
between rod and bait. 
When fishing in still 

water without a float 
it is impossible to tell 

where your bait is, and 
as loops gather in the 
water a fish may have 
carried the hook several 

feet before the slight- 

est tug is felt. Many 

different kinds of float 
are made and sold, 

and it is as well to 

have more than one. 

The most serviceable 
is prepared by run- 
ning a porcupine quill 
through a piece of 

cork, the whole being 
nicely finished and 
painted, as in fig. 133. 

For perch fishing no- 
thing better can be 
obtained, but it is too 

large, clumsy, and 
conspicuous for finer 
angling. ‘There is one 
almost as good for 

perch and more ser- 

viceable in other sorts 
of fishing in which the 
cork is more elongated 
(fig. 184). Pictures of 
two still finer floats are 
added (figs. 185 & 136). 
The illustrations will 

show you what to buy,
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‘OTHER REQUISITES 

Some people when they go a-fishing delight. in having a great 

. deal of paraphernalia, and the number of articles that might pos- 

sibly be useful is unlimited. But carrying too much is a mistake 
in anyone who wishes to enjoy the sport. Not only has everything 

to be lugged about: the fear of losing or forgetting becomes a per- 

petual worry. The most important point to consider is what can 

most easily be done without. : : 

A good strong pocket knife is not too much of an encumbrance, 

and is frequently needed at the waterside. No special knife need 

  
      
    

                
        
  

    
      

  

    
  

                                                          
        
      

  

  
    
    

    
                  

Fie. 1387.—A, Kyrre wrrn Scissors 

be recommended, any one with a sharp and not easily broken blade 

will do. If it be one of the numerous combination knives sold, 

and contains a small pair of scissors,. its usefulness will be greatly
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enhanced. But in buying a knife it is far better to look out for one 
that will serve any ordinary purpose than for a purely fishing knife. 

Hooks are a very essential portion of the cutfit. They are 

sold in different sizes which are denoted by figures, the small by 

0, 1, 2, &., and the larger by 6, 7, 8, &. Most of those you 

require will be tied on gut, but itis well to have a few on gimp for 

pike, perch, and eel-fishing. It is an advantage to be able to tie 
them on yourself in case of emergency. This is done with a fine 
silk thread carefully waxed. <A bit of beeswax and a skein of silk 

ought to find a place in your pocket book. In tying on a hook be 

sure to make the pads close and regular with a neat fastening 

at. the end, 

The gutline ought to vary with the character of the water, and 

to suit the fish. Ina clear river three or four yards will not be 

too much, but it need not be so long for a pond. Unless you learn 

to tie the gut yourself you will often be in a fix. The best method 
I know is that called the double slip-knot, and it has the merit of 

being easily explained. Before tying it soak the pieces of gut in 

‘water, a8 they are very brittle when dry.. Now make an ordinary 

slip-knot' at one of the ends. Pass the piece to which the first is to 
be attached through the loop or noose, and then make another slip- 
knot, taking care that the loops are linked. On drawing them‘close 

together and snipping off the ends a neat, strong, and trustworthy 
knot will be jorned, It is very easily done, especially after a little 

practice. 

For carrying your hooks a book with one or two leaves of soft 
flannel is very good, but if you have not one, a pamphlet such as 

        

  

  

    

  

Fra. 138.—Fisnine Booxs 

‘comes with advertisements or any useless volume, such as an 

‘obsolete diary or exercise book, will do—the hooks being stuck in 

the leaves. For bait-fishing an elaborate fishing-book is only an
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encumbrance. There is no objection to a tackle box, except that the 
best of them are much too elaborate for the simple requirements 
of a beginner. 

It is hardly necessary to carry a plummet, but I would earnestly. 
. advise you to find out wherever that is possible the depth of the 

waiter before the day on which you are going to fish. A piece of   

  

Fig. 189.—SHEet Leap ror PLuMMET 

sheet lead coiled round the line close to the hook will serve the 
purpose, as well as any contrivance of a more elaborate nature. But 

to begin splashing with it or disturbing the water just before you 
mean to fish is a certain method of ruining all your prospects. 
If you must do so, however, remember to be as gentle and quiet as 
you can. 

For holding bait something will be needed. A bag half filled 
with dry moss is most convenient for worms. Fastened to the end 
of your rod or to a coat button it will stand little risk of being lost. 
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Fic. 140.—Gunrnu Box 

Gentles and grubs are most conveniently carried in a tin box, and 
of course there will be no difficulty about paste.
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To convey your catch home you may employ a creel or fishing 

basket, or a canvas bag, but. some sort of pail or other utensil capable. 
of holding water will be needed should you wish to convey live dace 

or other small fry home to the aquarium. 
A kettle for minnows is hardly needed, since you are not going 

to use the live bait, and such as you require may be caught while 
your rod is set. Sometimes, however, it will happen that you are 

going to fish in a pond where‘there is none procurable. In that 

  

  

Fic. 141.—Cans ror Barr 

case they may be carried alive.in a bottle with water or in the con- 
venient cans sold for the purpose. 

  

  
  
  

   
     

    

     

    

   

— — =H 
aN 

oe So i) 
tn We 

x a a 1 

NY eu 

Fre. 142.—Lanpine Nurs 

      
    

  

i i) 

  

Even for comparatively small fish a landing net is very useful, 

as. for instance, where a steep jagged weir forms the side of the
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bank. Generally speaking, the employment of a landing net is to 
be recommended whenever you. expect fish of more than half a 
pound in weight. 

In still water the bait will sink by its own weight, but in 
streams it is advisable to carry a few split shot as sinkers. 

Reduced to the dimensions indicated 
by these hints, your impedimenta will 
not be difficult to carry or to remember, 
and if you have a place for everything,’ 
and are careful to put it there after use, 
they will not get lost or cause a waste 
of time in seeking at the moment when 
perhaps the fish are simply waiting to 
be caught. 

If you desire to combine comfort 
with orderliness you may carry your a) 
things in a combination of seat and 

basket such as shown in the illustration. Beier ee 

    
Barts 

For ordinary bottom or float fishing there are several kinds of 

baits, the most common being the worm, gentle, minnow and paste. 

Of these the most easily used, and also the most effective, is the 

first. As you will often have to find worms for yourself, it is well 

to know what kind you want and where to look for them. The 

best are brandlings, lob-worms, and the red knotted worm. . 

BRANDLINGS 

The brandling is a little worm commonly found in manure heaps 

when these are not very new. Some anglers think it too soft for 

use when newly dug, and always dig it a few days beforehand. If 

kept in a box or tin with plenty of damp moss on which a few drops 

of milk may be sprinkled with advantage, it soon grows tough. 

But when used on a double hook the brandling is far more brisk 

and attractive when quite fresh. You should dig it the night before 

you go angling, and whenever all are not used return the surplus 

to the heap from which they were obtained. In that way, as they. 

breed quickly, a splendid stock will always be at your disposal, and
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cause no bother about feeding or attention. When kept in a box it 
too often happens that they are forgotten for a day or two, and 
when wanted are quite dead, and as stiff and brittle as little bits of 
stick. 

Tur Rep Worm 

This worm for perch and other fishing is quite as good, if not 
better, than the brandling. It is not difficult to obtain, being found 
in all fairly good garden soil, especially if it be a little damp. You 
will recognise it first by its brilliant red colour and round head, and 
secondly from its habit of tying itself into akind of knot, and living 
curled up in a hole excavated in the earth. When found itis almost 
like a little ball of red worm, but it soon straightens itself out on 
being disturbed. You can hardly keep a warren of these worms as 
you may of the brandlings, but if you-wish to preserve them in moss 
be very sure to-moisten it regularly. . 

Tue Los-Worm 

The lob-worm is the biggest of his tribe, but does not seem to 
be highly attractive to fishes. When no better can be procured, 
however, he may serve the turn. -By far the easiest way to obtain 
lob-worms is with a candle or lantern on a dewy night. It is a 
custom of this creature to emerge from his hole, and take a promenade 

in the upper air when its ordinary inhabitants are asleep and 
dreaming. You may gather hundreds on a favourable night. One 
of the best places for getting lob-worms is an old damp walk. laid 
with flags, where tufts of grass have been allowed to grow between 
the stones. When startled they rush back to their hiding-places 
with wonderful celerity. When such a walk as this does not exist, 
closely shaven lawns, the grassy edges of gravel walks, and similar 
places will seldom be searched in vain. You can always detect the 
presence of the lob-worm by the rather unsightly workings left 
about, particularly in wet weather, when they disfigure the 
lawn. 

Tur. Minnow 

Next to worms the most. useful bait is the minnow. Anglers 
usually take minnows with a net, but if you are expert at the 
method of capturing them already explained, the net’ will not be 
required. By practice you will soon learn to whip the minnow 
out on to the grass without hurting or hooking him, and in that
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way the bait is obtained in its most perfect condition. No very 
good way of preserving minnows has yet been found out. If kept 
alive they lose colour a little, and if pickled their eyes are apt to 
disappear, and they themselves to shrink and wither into mere 
mummies of fish, When a lot are pickled together in a deep 
vessel and in plenty of brine the undermost layers ‘are usually more 

fresh looking than the upper. When spinning with the minnow 

the angler grudges the interruption and loss of time caused by 
having to catch his bait as he needs it, but the objection does not 
apply to‘float fishing. The rod may be set, and while you are 
waiting fora bite you may be catching more minnows. Youshould 
have a glass bottle or other vessel into which the minnow may be 

popped and kept alive. Then there will be no time lost in renewing 
your bait after a catch. Minnows may be preserved in spirits of 

wine, but they become yellow and unsightly, and are then practically 

worthless as bait. 

GRUBS AND GENTLES 

The grubs of many insects are used as bait. You have probably 

noticed the caddis-worm trailing its home along the bottom. It 

and the fly into which it develops are excellent lures, but before 

trying them you had better master the simpler methods of fishing. 

Every boy: who knows that the brood of the wasp is a good bait 

naturally desires to try it, if for nothing more than the pleasure of 

rifling the nests of these insects. How to do that without being 

stung is, however, a difficult problem to solve. One of the most 

effective methods I know is commonly practised in the Border 

country, where the hill trout are very fond of this bait. People 

thereabout keep a lot of bees too, in order to take advantage of the 

heather, and old-fashioned bee-masters used at the end of the season 

to smoke the bees out in order to get the honey. For that purpose 

they employed a fungus that grows on the elm-tree. It was 

gathered one year and kept to dry till the next. The smoke did 

not kill the bees, but so stupefied them they could easily be shaken 

into another hive. It has exactly the same effect on wasps. Not 

one would venture to molest the little angler who approached the 

nest with a piece of smoking fungus in his hand, and the fungus 

burns like matchwood when dry. A burning lump placed at the 

entrance dispersed the strongest colony, and in the middle of the 

fumes the nest, which was generally about a foot underground, 

could be dug out with safety. The same thing may be done with 
s
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burning sulphur, or by blowing off a firework into the hole. No 

doubt from this hint the boy desirous of obtaining a wasp’s brood will 
devise some ingenious plan of his own. Other maggots may be 
obtained from various kinds of offal.. They should be kept for a day 

or two in bran or moist sand to scour and make them tough. Wood- 
worms, earth-grubs, and other baits of the same kind may be used 
when the others fail. 

Paste 

The simplest way to make paste for pond fishing is to take a 
large piece of the crumb of anew loaf, put it in an old handkerchief 

holding it rather tight, then dip it in water and squeeze the water 

out again with the cloth. Now take out the wet bread and work it 
between the palms of your hands till it becomes sticky. Many 

other kinds of paste are made, but for ordinary purposes this is the 

most serviceable and most easily procured. By working into it 
some fibrous material such as cotton wool you will make the paste 
less liable to fall off the hook when softened by the water. 

Besides these there are a number of other baits employed for 
special purposes, but those mentioned are sufficient for common 

wants. 

  

      

GROUND-BaAITING 

Nearly all wild creatures come in numbers wherever food is 
plentiful, and in this respect fishes closely resemble birds. Fish 
will collect in any pool in which food is regularly placed for 
them. Anyone who lives near a fish-pond or well-stocked stream 

may find this out for himself. It is extremely amusing to stand on 
a bridge or bank overlooking clear water, and watch perch or dace 

rushing for crumbs or worms tossed to them. At first possibly 
there is but a solitary fish, but when the quick eye of another sees 
a companion eating he darts swiftly up to claim his share. Soon a 
third joins and others follow, till quite a little shoal are scrambling 
for a bite. Now and then a larger monster rushes in to scatter 
the smaller fish, and make off with the giant’s share of the spoil. 
It is this habit which is worked on in ground-baiting. The fly- 
fisher, when he goes out, searches for the fish, and may whip 
miles of stream in a morning, but the bait-fisher selects his pool 
and sometimes may remain a whole day at it. To- induce a lot of 
fish to gather together is therefore a prime object with him. This is 
accomplished by ground-baiting, and the more regularly and fre- 
quently it is done beforehand the more likely it is to be successful.
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One has not always the opportunity, however, of making this 
preparation so much in advance as even the night before. In that 
case it is a good plan to throw in a few crumbs, or the most inferior 
of the worms, while you are getting your tackle ready to start. 
There are many ingenious methods of ground-baiting, such as 

putting in a bottle full of live minnows, which attract the fish without 
feeding them. One such device will be found very useful in a stream 

of moderate strength. It is to enclose a number of worms in a soft 
ball of clay and cast it gently into the water. Let the tails of the 
worms protrude a little. Gradually the flowing water breaks up 

the prison, and the wriggling captives are set free to be eaten. The 

advantage is that as this takes a considerable time it keeps the fish 

in the neighbourhood as long as you are fishing. But of course this 
is only applicable to running water. It would be useless to attempt 
it in a pond. 

8g
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CHAPTER VIII 

COMMON POND AND RIVER FISH 

Tue angler need not necessarily have a complete knowledge of 
natural history, but he should understand something, and he cannot 
possibly learn too much of the creatures he is in search of. To go 
to a water and fling in a bait without knowing what to expect, far 
less the peculiarities of the most abundant species, is merely to 
court disappointment. What, then, should we my to discover in 
regard to each species ? 

First and foremost must be placed the favourite food. Without 
knowing that you cannot decide as to the proper bait.. Then some 
fish feed at. the bottom, others in midwater; the float must be 
adjusted accordingly. 

Some, as the perch, go in shoals, others, as the jack, are mostly 
found in pairs, many wander about alone. The trout delights in 
running water, the tench in a stagnant pool. In size fish differ 
exceedingly, and if you hooked a two-pound jack on a fine gut line 
disastrous consequences would probably ensue. Thus an acquaint- 
ance with the food, haunts, habits, and usual size of fish is a very 

great help to the angler. Such facts, together with some easy 
methods of fishing for each sort of fish, are set forth in the following 
pages. But the young angléeris recommended to use them only as a 
groundwork for collecting information of his own. 

Tue Percy 

‘We must begin with the perch, for it is, not excepting even the 
trout, the most familiar of all fresh-water fish, and found in every 
part of Great Britain except the north of Scotland. It is very bold 
and hardy, thriving equally well in the slow deep English rivers 
and in country-house ponds. The perch soon introduces himself to
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the notice of young anglers. One summer day, while a very small 
boy, just out of pinafores, was trying to catch a minnow for me, a 
lordly perch came sailing into the little bay, and made off with 
hook, line, rod, and all. No doubt some of my readers made his 
acquaintance under similar conditions. There is a lake near 
Yetholm, in Roxburghshire, another at Paston, in Northumberland, 
and several in Cumberland, especially famous for the enormous 
quantity of perch they contain. There the rudest fisherman may 
catch loads of them. 

It is easy to identify the perch, because of his golden and scarlet 
fins, his yellow sides barred with dark green, and the comb of 
spines on his back. Stories are to!d of very large perch having 
been captured, and, no doubt, the fish occasiona!ly reaches a weight 
of from four to eight pounds. Such monsters are very rare, how- 
ever. The majority of those killed in ponds and lakes are about 

  

Fic. 144.—Tur Percn 

half a pound each in weight. River fish often attain greater size ; 

fish of a pound or a pound and a half are common. When you 

catch one of two pounds make a note of it with red ink in your 

calendar, for he is a ‘ whopper.’ 

In ponds and still water the perch rove in shoals. When you 
catch one, therefore, renew your bait with all possible haste, that 

you may get several more. Should you be able to obtain a good 

view search the water with your eye for a shoal before beginning, 

and follow it. That will save a lot of time. The large river perch 

does’ not invariably form part of a shoal, but often takes possession 

of some hole or snug corner beside a stream where food is plentiful. 
He likes a backwater, or the still pool below a weir. Often he may 
be found waiting his prey in some sheltered nook, close to a heavy 

stream. In sluggish water he will seek his food almost under the 

bank, and may frequently.be seen there, dashing at the minnows,
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Very fierce and gallant he appears as, with open mouth and erect 

prickles and shining red fins, he swims up to the top of the water 

as though to take a defiant look at the spectator. 

Barrs FOR PERCH 

There are a vast number of methods by which perch may be 

taken, but it will be sufficient to describe a few of the simplest ; 

the others may be learned as the beginner grows more expert. One 

of the most effective lures for ordinary water is a small red worm. 

Usually it is threaded on a single hook. Freshly dug worms can 

hardly be used in this way, as they are so soft it is nearly 

impossible to get them on the hook. They should be obtained 

beforehand, and kept for two or three days in damp moss. To 

put one on, first moisten your fingers and dip them in sand, as 

the adhering particles will prevent the worm slipping. Enter 

the point of the hook a little above the flat end of the worm, and 

thread it till the point has come nearly to the other extremity. 

But leave both ends free. 

Even for pond fishing it. is doubtful if this is the better plan. 

You will find it easier to use the ‘Pennell’ two-hook worm tackle, 

Fie. 145.—-Pennety’s Two-Hoox Worm TackLE 

in the manner figured. Its advantages are that it is much more 

easily baited, each hook being simply inserted in the worm as in 

  

Fic. 146.—Prnnevr’s Two-Hoox Worm Tackue Barren 

the figure; the worm remains much more lively and natural look- 
ing, and it is easier to hook your fish. The only objection to it, 
and it is hardly an objection, is that the angler must be more on 
the alert. A fish is less likely to gorge two hooks than one, so that 

you had better not ‘set’ your rod, but remain in readiness to deal 
with any fish that comes, when using two-hook tackle,
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The brandling is'an excellent bait for perch, and may be 

used in the same manner as a red worm. Lob-worms are also 

successfully employed, but they are too large, and have to be used 
in bits. 

The dead minnow is another capital lure. Those of medium 
size and bright colour are the best. Here, again, two-hook tackle 

is to be preferred, but one of the hooks should be very much smaller 
than the other. In baiting, pass the upper or lesser hook in at one 
eye of the minnow and out at the other. Enter the large hook in 
the middle of the body, and let the barb just appear at the tail. 

You will best understand what is meant by looking at the picture, 

  

Fie. 147.—Two-noox Minnow Tacxte Barren 

In buying minnow tackle you will be offered a formidable arrange- 
ment of hooks that the shopman will vow to be the proper tackle 
for your purpose, but do not be tempted. Most of these are 
intended for trolling or spinning, and are quite useless for float 

fishing, where a single hook is better than half a dozen. Should you 
use only one, pass it through the eyes of the bait, and bury it in the 

body, exactly as is done with the second hook in two-hook tackle. 
In fishing for perch there is always a chance of meeting with 

curious specimens, for ‘the hunchback,’ as some country people 
call him, is very liable to deformity. So many lose the sight of 
an eye that some naturalists say there is a whole family of one-eyed 
perch. 

A fish very like the perch in many respects, but smaller, is 
occasionally taken in running water. It is called the ruffe, or pope, 

and differs from the perch only in one respect. The back fin of the 
perch is in two portions, that of the ruffe in one. 

The great charm of perch-fishing arises from the boldness with 

which this fish attacks the bait, and, by attention, you will very 
soon be able to identify the tug he gives your line, and the run he 

makes when touched with the hook, When being landed, he is
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very quick to avail himself of any root or old stump in the water, 
to which he will sink, and perhaps get your line fastened, unless 
you are prompt and careful in your operations. A large one 
whizzes about with great vigour, and you must not put too much 

stress on him at first, unless you wish to see your tackle broken. 
Paternostering is the most deadly method of perch-fishing, but these 

described will be found capable of yielding good baskets for the 
beginner. 

Tue Jack 

Pike-fishing has become very popular of recent years, with the 

result that the fish have learned to be extremely wary, and so, to 
attack them with any reasonable chance of success, special rods 
and tackle are required. This would, in itself, discourage the 

beginner, were there not a yet stronger reason for abstaining from 
this sport. It is that physical strength, beyond that of the children 

for whom I write, is required to wield the necessary implements 
in trolling and spinning. 

~ Nevertheless, you oughs to know something of the pike, in 
order, at least, to recognise him if caught accidentally. That is 
not an unlikely occurrence. Still ponds and deep rivers, such as 

the bottom-fisher visits, ave his favourite haunts, and when a pike 

is hungry he will eat anything. Do not despair of landing him, 

even with light tackle-—I have seen a boy perch-fisher safely 
capture one on a line of tailor’s thread. Despite his ferocious and 

bullying style, the pike is faint-hearted, and not half as high- 

mettled as a trout or perch. When hooked he often makes a great 

splutter, darting about, throwing himself out of the water, and, in 
the end, dashing across stream to his hold among the weeds. 
During this mad: passion humour him as far as you can, give as 
much line as he needs, and follow when possible, only don’t try to 
pull him out wnstanter, or a smash and his escape are inevitable. 
Very shortly—the time may be measured by minutes—he grows | 
sick of the struggle. As soon as he shows the white of his belly he 
may be easily dragged through the water. Yet it is unsafe to 
believe in victory till he is panting on the grass. A near prospect 

of shore and a view of yourself revive him like magic, and a second 
struggle is likely to take place near the bank, but it is conducted 
more feebly than the other, and, if you are frm and not impatient, 

he will finally surrender at discretion.
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After having once seen a pike, you will always be able to recog- 

nise him again from his terrible mouth, which appears so large in 

proportion to his body. His shape is not easily forgotten. 

  

Fie. 148.—A Pixe in THE WATER 

Young pike are called jack—the fish, according to some autho- 

rities, being a jack till he is two pounds in weight, and a pike 

when heavier. This is a very convenient definition, but even 

ereat anglers do not draw a hard-and-fast line between them. 

However, if the jack be considered as a fish less than two 

pounds in weight, he comes easily within the scope of your opera- 

tions. 

It is both possible and probable that jack will be plentiful in 

some of the waters wherein you go perch-fishing, and they may be 

caught in the same way. The best lure for your purpose is a dead 

minnow put on the hooks in the manner already described for the 

perch, and, in order to prevent the jack snapping the tackle, gimp 

should be substituted for gut. If you fish with worm, the largest is 
the most suitable, or several may be put on together. The hooks 

for this purpose may also be tied on gimp. It is stronger than gut, 

and the pike when hungry is not easily scared.
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Trout AND GRAYLING 

It would not be sportsmanlike for a skilful angler to attack these 
fishes with the worm, but there is no objection in the world toa 
beginner doing so. A trout is far and away the prettiest fish found 
in British waters, and if taken accidentally by the perch, jack, or 
even the eel fisher, will be at once recognised by its bright speckled 
sides. In clear running water the spots are always more brilliant 
than in still ponds or deep muddy rivers. 

  

Fic. 149.--A Trovur in tae Water 

Young anglers often make a mistake about trout. They happen 
to catch one with the commonest bait imaginable—a dead minnow 
or a lump of lob-worm, sometimes even a paste, and straightway 
think this the right lure. But they might go on fishing for months, 
and never catch another. When the trout is very hungry he will 
take almost anything, but at other times he is shy, wary, and a 
most delicate feeder. In fishing for him, therefore, it is necessary 
to make careful preparation. Your line should be the lightest in 
your possession, and the gut atleast two yards long and of corre- 
sponding fineness. It is of little use to fish with the dead minnow 
as an ordinary bottom lure, though a good spinner might use it
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with effect. A small red worm or a brandling is more likely to 
insure success. The three-hooked Stewart tackle is often adopted, 
but the. simpler two-hooked Pennell tackle is quite as good and 
much more easily managed. Gentles, grubs, and larve are also 
deadly. 

The trout delights in running water, and it would be a waste of 
time, therefore, to angle for him in the deep quiet pools, even 

though by chance you may get one there when fishing for perch. 
Choose in preference the tails of streams and deep runs, especially 

round about big stones or other objects near which he might, in 
concealment, lurk for his prey. Sometimes, however, if the bait 

can be very quietly dropped over. a bush or thrown round a willow- 
tree into a quiet pool where fish are rising, trout may be taken even 

there. But the ‘swims’ are best. 
In fishing keep out of sight as well as you can, and cast up 

stream, not to the very place you wish the bait to be, but so that it 

will be floated naturally into it by the stream. Watch the line very 
closely, and strike firmly and gently down stream whenever it seems 

to be pulled. Often it will turn out that a weed or stone, perhaps 

merely a swirl of the water, has caused the apparent tug, but do 

not relax your care and vigilance on that account. Treat every- 

thing as though it were a fish, and so you will have a good chance of 

landing one when it does come. Do not wait till you feel the trout, 

  

              

    
  

  

Fie. 150.—Tur GrayLIne 

as probably when you do that the hook has touched him, and he is 

making his escape. ‘The beginner, to save himself disappointment,
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will do well to abstain from trout-fishing until he has attained some 

considerable skill in the easier kinds of angling. 

Much that has been said of trout will also apply to grayling. 
This fish is, however, not altogether so fond of running streams as 

the trout, and may be angled for in the quieter reaches of the river. 
Almost the same baits will do. ‘You will find, in time, that the 

grayling very seldom, if at all, takes the dead minnow with which 
you fish for perch or jack, as the trout will. He is more addicted 

to larvee and worms. 
Both fishes prefer flies to either, and when you have mastered 

the initial difficulties of the craft the endless pleasure and novelty 

of fly-fishing will no doubt await you. 

Beak 

The bleak is avery conmmon inhabitant of the rivers, and is known 

by the clear white scales, whence its name, which is akin to the 

word bleach, is taken. It is about the size of a minnow, and may 

be captured much in the same way. Practically it will be found 

    
Fre. 151.—Tan Burak 

that the chief use of these small fry is to relieve an otherwise 

tedious hour at the waterside. Sometimes it will happen that do 

what you will, the perch and other large fish refuse to bite, and 

though it is the proper thing to be always by one’s rod waiting to 

tackle every comer in sportsmanlike style, it isnot in human nature 

to be so when one half hour follows another, and never brings a 

nibble. Yet all the time it will happen that the lively bleak close 

at hand are rising freely. 

To relieve the monotony it is well to have a short light rod such 

as you may make yourself, and seek amusement in catching bleak: 

or minnows. A very light fine line and a small hook are necessary. 

If they are mostly in midwater and not close to the surface, time
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will be gained by using a tiny sinker that will carry the bait directly 
to the mouths of the fishes. Bleak will bite readily at a bit of 
worm, a gentle, grub or caddis. The best of the exercise consists 
in striking promptly and effectively. A small float is occasionally 
employed, but is unnecessary in cleat water, in which the fish can 
easily be seen. As a bait for perch or jack the bleak serves the 
same purpose as the minnow. 

GUDGEON 

This is a very pretty little fish, and, to the very young angler, 
probably yields more amusement than any other species, as it is 
exceedingly numerous, goes in shoals, and is such a keen and greedy 
biter that a complete shoal may be captured one after another. The 
gudgeon is found in great numbers in the Thames and other large 
rivers, but also frequents ponds and canals. It affects nearly all 

kinds of water, and may be caught with equal readiness above agravel 

or a mud bottom. You may often see a shoal busily feeding at the 

  

Fic. 152.—Tur Gupcron 

mouth of some open drain which brings surface water and a great 
deal of refuse into the river. Nor do they mind filth and pollution 

in the slightest degree, being often seen flourishing amid sewerage 

that has proved fatal to all other tenants of the stream. The small 

red worm makes a capital bait for them, and in many cases they 
can be fished for just in the same way as you fish for bleak or 
minnows, with this exception, that they are more addicted to the 

bottom, whereas the other two approach more freely towards the 

surface. An old and favourite artifice is, before beginning to angle, 

to stir the mud at the bottom with a rake or long pole. This dis- 

engages a myriad of minute substances on which they feed, and so 

when it is done they hasten to the spot where they may be readily 

taken with the ordinary baits. ;
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_ Dace 

There is hardly a greater favourite with the young angler than 
this sportive silvery little fish. It grows to no great size, seldom, if 

ever, exceeding nine inches in length, and the majority caught are 

little more than half as big. But it makes amends by being hand- 

some, lively, and plentiful. The dace loves a clear deep pool in a 

quiet stream, but if it inhabits a brook running into a pond, that pond 

is often very well supplied with them. When on the feed it is not 

a difficult fish to catch; but at other times requires a deal of tempta-           

  

tion. - Very light tackle is the best. Paste is very much used as a 
bait, but a small red worm is equally good. As the dace takes fly 

readily, the beginner may obtain excellent practice by whipping for 

them with one. In float-fishing dace and roach are taken inditffer- 

ently, as both feed in the same way. On account of its glittering 

sides the dace has long been a favourite bait for pike, and to a 

smaller extent for trout. Dace go in shoals, and may frequently be 

seen in shallows sporting about or basking in the sun. They may 

be fished for in the winter months when other fish are out of season. 

Cuus 

A little chub so much resembles a large dace that one is often 

taken for the other, but the chub grows into a very large fish, while 

the dace remains the same all its life. Dapping for chub is a fine 

art, but there is not much difficulty in taking the fish with an
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ordinary line and float. Bullocks’ brains and other forbidding baits 
are frequently recommended for chub, but it is doubtful if any of 
them are really better than the little red worm, which the chub, 

like nearly all other kinds of fish, esteems a dainty. It will also 
take a gentle or a minnow. The chub bites very boldly, and on 
feeling the hook, rushes away as if he meant. to make a hard fight 
of it. You must, especially if he be a big one, give him his own 
way and plenty of line at first. He soon loses heart, and at the end 
comes. to the shore like a lamb. When one or two have been caught 

in the same hole, the angler may as well shift his quarters at once, 

  

    
  

  

Fie. 154.-Tuz Cuus 

for the others grow very shy, and he can return when they have 

had time to regain confidence. In spring the chub is found in mid- 

stream, but in summer he loves a deep pool, with the finger-like 

shadows of alder and willow twigs falling on it. As autumn comes 

on he retreats into dark and dismal holes, where there are roots 

underneath and shade above. But it is this very custom of haunting 

the woody and difficulé spots in a stream that makes it pleasant to 

try to circumvent him. There is no fish that more than the chub 

stimulates the ingenuity or cleverness of the fisherman, and your. 

plans for his capture must suit the nature of the water to be fished.. 

Tue RoacH 

Alike with young and old anglers the roach is a prime favourite. 

Tt is one of the commonest and most widely distributed pond fish, 

and is also found in the deep pools of rivers and near canal locks. 

Not being of very delicate constitution, and breeding with great
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rapidity, it seems to thrive well, even where the waters are to some 
extent polluted by the waste of factories. Originally the roach, if 
we may judge from accounts in the early books on fishing, was 
rather a simpleton, and could be had for the asking by anyone. 
But he has learned from experience. Where only one man used to 
fish a hundred now do so, and continual exposure to so many wiles 
has made the roach very wary. On going to fish for him, therefore, 

itis necessary to be very quiet and stealthy in movement. When 
you come to the water the first thing to do is to throw in ground- 

bait, which should not be done too lavishly, however. If the water 

is a river cast it in a little above the point at which you think of 
commencing to fish. The better plan is to do so a few hours before- 
hand, but if that has been neglected, it should be done before 

you have begun to get your rod in readiness. Be sure to do it 
well out of sight, so as to give no unnecessary alarm to any roach in 
the vicinity. Next arrdnge your float so that the bait may be very 

  

Fig. 155.—Tur Roacw 

close to, though it need not necessarily.touch, the bottom. The 

main point is to see that there is no dragging on the bottom, and no 

loose line in the. water, for if there should be it is quite impossible 

to strike properly. The roach is not one of the bold biting fish, and 

your chance of getting him depends largely on the certainty with 

which he is hooked as soon as the slightest motion of the float be- 

tokens his presence. You should not wait till you feel a tug, but at 
the first perceptible movement of the float strike, not violently, but 
gently and yet firmly, so as to make sure of the fish if he is there, and 
if it be but a catch of the hook ona pebble, root, or other impediment, 

not to give alarm to the fish, which, for all that is known, may be at 

the moment waiting and considering whether to bite or not. 
Many different lures are recommended for the roach, the one 

most commonly used being a paste made of bread that is rather 

stale, but not old. It only needs to be wetted, the water squeezed 
out, and then kneaded between the finger and thumb to the re-



COMMON POND AND RIVER FISH 278 

quisite consistency. A very tiny portion, just enough ‘to cover one 
of the smallest hooks, is sufficient to use ata time. Gentles, however, 
are nearly as good, especially in summer, and the roach is also fond 
of grubs. In colder weather a small red worm is a killing bait. 
Since the character of the fishing demands the employment of very 

_ fine tackle, great care and patience are needed to land the fish 

without breakage. Roach do not attain any very great size, how- 
ever. One from three-quarters of a pound to a pound in weight is 
considered large. Of those you catch, an overwhelming majority 
will be under the half-pound. 

Anglers of the olden time used to call the pike the water-wolf, 
because of his ravening fierceness, the bream the water-fox, on 

account of his cunning, and the roach the water-sheep, because of 

his simplicity. Pike and bream still live up to their reputation, but 

the roach does so no longer. 

One great advantage of roach-fishing ought not to be overlooked. 
The baits used are such as are palatable to many other fish, besides 

that of which you are particularly in search, so that his cousin the 

rudd, a trout, a chub, or a bream, may at any moment be found at 
the end of the line instead of the roach. 

Tue Carp 

This is a fish whose capture it is better not to attempt till enthu- 

siasm has been fired and confidence obtained from dealing with 

others of less shy and cunning habits. So much patience and perse- 

verance are needed that it is probable a beginner, compelled by fate 

to confine his attentions to carp, would in a short space become so 

weary and dishéartened as to lose taste for fishing altogether. 

The carp is to be found in rivers and ponds alike, but always in 

water that is either stagnant or nearly so. Many are taken at a 

little over or under two pounds in weight, but as six-pounders are 

not uncommon, and the fish occasionally attains to a weight of six- 

teen or twenty pounds, the tackle should be as strong as is consis- 

tent with fineness. A red worm on a medium-sized hook is as good 

a bait as any, but the carp will also take paste, grubs, and many 

other kinds of food. There is no fish for whose capture a greater 

number of curious and fanciful lures have been invented. Speaking 

generally, very little good comes of these, however, and if you are 

determined to effect a capture, it is safest to stick to the ordinary 
T
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baits. Many skilful anglers dre of opinion, nevertheless, that the 

carp has a special preference for a paste made of white bread and 

dipped in honey. This is more likely to be effective in summer 

than early in the spring, just after April, when the season begins. 

In angling it has to be remembered that this fish feeds close to 

the bottom, and therefore the float should be arranged so as to let 

the bait drag on it. With such a wary fellow it is necessary for the 

‘angler to take care to be invisible, and that neither his shadow nor 

that of the rod falls on, the water. This applies more particularly to 

pond fishing; in running water the bait should be very near, but 

not quite at the bottom. Early in the morning and late at night 

are the most favourable times for the sport. It will not infrequently 

oceur that the carp will suck your bait from the hook. Still it will 

  

Fie. 156.—Tum Carp 

not do to strike too eagerly when the slowly moving float announces 

that a carp is on the spot. When hooked he dies very hard, and 

you must give him plenty of line, and not at first be too pressing in 

your invitation for him to come ashore, as otherwise a breakage or an 

escape is inevitable, particularly as you can very seldom guess the size 
of the fish you have hooked. In the river you should fish for carp in 
the deepest and quietest pools, in still places near rushing streams, 

and other spots where you can see that a fish who loves quiet may 
lurk and wait for food, without being harassed by the running 

water. To attain any great measure of success with carp, it is 

necessary to resort to ground-baiting some days before that on 
which you are about to fish. Paste and common worms are most 

suitable for this purpose.
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Tue Tencu 

Carp and tench are fished for with the same baits and in very 
similar places, so that when you go out for the one you have 
always a chance of obtaining the other. The tench lovesa stagnant 

  

Fic. 157.—Gouipren Tencn In THE WatEer 

pool, and thrives amidst a strprising amount of impurity. Early 
morning is usually the most favourable part of the day. From time 
to time the capture of very large tench is reported, but in practice 
fish of about a pound weight are the most common. 

Tue Bream 

This cousin of the carp is more easily taken than his relative. 
If you have not caught one before you may recognise him by his 
small mouth; long forked tail, and yellowish white colour. The 
bream’s haunt is in slow deep rivers and the larger ponds. They 
go in shoals, and in summer like the. surface so well, that their back 

fins are often seen above it. Early morning or just before sunset 
are the most favourable times for angling for them, and the tackle 
may be the same as that used for carp. A red worm is the best 
bait, but bream are accustomed to eat many different kinds of food; 

r2
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including larva, flies, bits of weed, snails, and beetles. On taking 
the bait a bream usually rises to the surface, so that often the first 
warning is that a float which has been almost submerged by the 
weight of the hook and bait springs into a level position. Often, 
however, this fish, after appearing to take the bait with great freedom, 
disappoints the angler, for out of whim or caprice, or perhaps be- 
cause he has felt the rasp of iron, he rejects it from his mouth again. 
On being hooked he darts away with astonishing vigour, but does 
not keep up the fight for. any great length of time, and when he 

  

Fic. 158.—Brnam 

turns on his side then you may proceed to have your will of him. 
The bream is said to attain a very great size, it being recorded that 
one weighing 17 lbs. was caught in the Trent, but you may fish for 
a lifetime without obtaining one half that size, and a four-pounder 
is worth entering in your diary. One good point about the bream 
is that if the angler comes upon a shoal, he does not find them timid 
or easily scared. The fate of an unfortunate brother or sister is not 
regarded as a warning by the others. Bream are much more com- 
mon in the Medway and Thames, and certain Midland streams, 
than they are further north. 

* Tue Barpen 

Bream and barbel are often mentioned in conjunction, because 
it is customary to fish for them with the same baits and tackle, but 
one difference is that while the former thrives excellently in ponds,
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the other is essentially a river fish. It is called barbel on account 
of the six barbels hanging from its under jaw. Naturalists assert 
that these appendages serve the same purpose with the fish as 
whiskers do with a cat. A prowling, boring, night-loving creature, 
it goes poking its head into all sorts of dark places, and perhaps they 
help it on such occasions to feel its prey. From its habits you might 

naturally expect it to be rather shy, and although by no means a 
difficult fish to catch, it is not a bold biter. You should arrange the 

float so that the bait touches the ground, and it is well to strike the 

  
  

  
  

        
        
          
    
          
  
        
  
  
  

          
                  

      
        

    

    

          

  

Fie. 159.—Tur Barpeu 

moment you are sure of a bite. The barbel fights stubbornly, and 

ought to have plenty of line when he makes his first run. It is 

necessary to have him thoroughly tired out before attempting to 

land him, and that is not difficult if you can guide him into a reach 

of deep still water where there are no weeds or other impediments 

to the requisite ‘play.’ The water should be well ground-baited for 

this sport. Put lob-worms, greaves, or paste in a clay ball and fling 

it into the stream, and it will help to keep the fish together. The 

barbel is not a good table fish, so that in this instance the sport has 

to be its own reward.
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Tue EEL 

In muddy rivers and ponds, what the bottom fisher wants to 

know about the eel mostly is how not to catch it. The disagreeable 
facts about the eel areas follows. It generally comes when not 
“wanted, and after being hooked shows a reprehensible unwillingness 
to come to land. Not that it makes any very game or gallant 

struggle, but no other creature skulks with greater determination or 

cleverness. <A little practice will enable you to tell from the move- 
ment of the float when an eel is at the bait, for it bobs up and down, 

or is carried about a foot below the water, hardly ever save in the 

case of a very large eel boldly taken and carried off. Then if the 
creature be allowed time he bores into the mud, or twists the line 

  

Fie. 160.—Tur Common Erp 

round a root, and makes it very difficult to avoid broken tackle. 
Lastly, if he is brought sprawling and curling to the shore, it is too 
often discovered that he has gorged the bait, and some fishers, rather 
than undertake the nasty task of dissection, cut the gut and resign 
themselves to the loss of their hooks. 

A little care will, however, enable you to avoid much of this 
trouble. Either in fishing for eels or where there is much likeli- 
hood of catching them accidentally, it is best never to ‘set’ your 
rod, but endeavour to hook the fish at his first appearance. In this 
way he has no time to swallow the bait, but is generally caught by the 
lip, from which the hook may be disengaged without trouble. Should 
he by any chance be enabled to bore into the mud, then without
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pulling hard keep a steady pressure on yourline. What is happening 

down below is probably something like this. The eel’s head is giving, 

but his tail is coiled round some stump. You cannot wrenchhim out 

of such a position, yet he is unable to maintain it for long against a 

steady force pulling at his mouth, and in ninety-nine cases out of a’ 

hundred will finally have to let himself be dragged to the bank. 
Even there, if you do not look out, he will coil himself into a knot 

and tangle or break the line. To prevent him doing so place your 

foot on his back, and keeping the line tight with one hand, it will 

be easy to disengage the hook from his mouth with your pocket- 

knife. 
Much trouble may be averted by using the double-hook, which 

he does not gorge readily, though even that is sometimes swallowed. 

As a rule, however, the tackle does not get further than his mouth. 

Eels will take the dead minnow and almost any kind of worm 

very readily. They are sometimes caught without any hook at all 
by fishing with a knot of lob-worms, which is swallowed, and which 

the fish cannot disgorge before being pulled out of the water. 

‘Fisuinc in Hitt STREAMS 

This is a kind of angling that generally speaking can only be 

enjoyed on rare occasions, since one does not usually live or go to 
school in the mountainous districts of Great Britain. But as it is, 

without exception, the pleasantest and healthiest of all kinds of 

angling for a beginner, it is well to be prepared for the chance. 

In hilly land there is nearly always a great abundance of streams . 

well stocked with trout. Even tiny rills flowing almost invisibly 

down channels worn in the mossy soil, and half covered with fern 

or heath, will yield a large basket. The fish never get enough to - 

eat, and are not themselves tempting in appearance, being very 

dark and with spots so dim as to be nearly invisible, while 

their heads seem to have become frightfully long, and their 

shoulders to have shrunk in comparison. It is not of course that 

the head of a fish really grows larger as it loses condition, but it 

looks small on a well-nourished body and large ona lean one. The 

sport is not very good. You have only to keep out of sight, and 

drop your bait into a pool, and you may pull a trout out at every 

cast. Burn fishing of this kind is neither worth describing nor 

trying.
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There is a very different kind of stream. It may very likely be 

the head of a river, or the beginning of one of the feeders, and 

though small it comes dashing and sparkling down the glen with 

noise and foam. The trout are not very wary, for the place is 

remote and not easily reached, while the angling is not sufficiently 

difficult to tempt very skilful fishermen. But they are very clean, 

bright-spotted, and beautiful. 

When you mean to have a day’s hill-fishing lay in a good store 

of bait—brandling worms are the best—and go to bed as early as 
possible, for you must be up betimes in the morning. Probably a 

  

Fie. 161.—A Fisuine Bae 

few miles will have to be walked, and you ought to be hard at 
work when the sun first begins to. show above the misty hill-top. 
And that is no small part of the fun. Creatures that have been 
prowling about all the summer night have not yet crept into their 
hiding-places for the day. Rabbits scuttle away from your very 
feet, a fox who has been watching them goes off leisurely, as if too 
proud to show much fear, and his brown-red fur shows again and 
again among the green bracken as he cunningly circles back to his 
hunting-ground. If it be early June, which is the best time of 
the year, the cuckoos who like those sunny valleys down which the
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stream runs, call to one another, and the smaller birds are all 

singing, while that relation of the blackbird, the water-ouzel, flies 
from stone to stone, and incessantly wags his tail. 

You enjoy all this the more because the liveliness of the sport 
would raise anybody’s spirits. The main point in preparing is to 
have as little as possible to carry. Your ordinary rod will do very 
well. The line ought to be the lightest, and the gut long and fine. 
No hooks are better than Pennell’s tackle, as described ‘on a foregoing 
page, two small hooks tied on about an inch apart. To puta nevwly- 

dug brandling ona single hook is impossible without mangling it 
past recognition, and even when the worms have been prepared 
the process is more difficult than that of baiting the double hook on 
which the worm looks so much more lively and natural. 

It is best to fish up-stream, and if a wind is blowing in that 
direction so much the better. Often it happens that when the 

wind blows straight down in one place it blows upward in another 
—the apparent change being due to the twisting of the stream and 
the influence of the hills. Do not try to cast your bait as you see 
the fly-fisher cast—the only result of such an attempt will be to 
spoil your worm. By attending to the following directions you will 
be able to make a beginning in the way of catching fish, and skill 
will come with experience. 

Firstly, keep well out of sight. If your shadow or even that of 

the rod falls on the pool the inhabitants will be scared at once. 

Creep on your hands and knees if necessary behind any furze bush 
or rock that will screen you from view. Most likely the water is 
as clear as crystal, and depend upon it, if you can see the fish they 
also have seen you. 

Secondly, choose carefully the spots likely to shelter a trout, such 
as little runs close to the bank, smooth backwaters, the backs of big 

stones in midstream, round which the water eddies. 

Thirdly, use a short line and drop your bait very gently into the 
water just above the place where you expect a fish, letting it be 

floated into it. A sinker is necessary to keep the bait down—one 
shot will do. — 

Always strike down stream, and don’t wait till you feel the sort 

of trembling in your rod caused by a fish at the other end; that 
generally takes place when the trout is discovering something 

strange in the bait, and is making off, but watch your line and strike 

at the first movement. This should not be done violently, or with a 

jerk, but firmly and steadily with a turn of the wrist. If the fish
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is swimming in one direction and the hook is held firmly, not to say 
pulled in another, a capture is almost certain. 

Even little fish ought to be carefully landed and not tossed out 

of the water like minnows. You may jerk half a dozen out safely, 
and then the seventh—an energetic half-pounder—offers a heavy 
resistance, and snap goes the top of your rod, or the line is broken, 

and, worst of all, the very fish you would have been proud to catch 
swims gaily away. 

Lastly, take particular notice of every spot in which you make a 
capture, and try carefully at places resembling it as you go further 

up the stream. In that way you will gradually come to understand 
the habits of fish, and this will be found more than half the battle, 

when having mastered the art of fishing with bait you become the 
owner of a fly-rod and start to be an angler in earnest. 

There are many fishermen, however, very famous for the size 

and number of the salmon they have taken, who still think there 

is no sport equal to that they obtained when as boys they fished 
among the hill-streams. 

The test of your proficiency ought not to be the number, but the 
weight of your catch. It is very. easy to obtain many dozens of 
hill-trout, but from the very start it is better to put back all the 
little ones, all under a certain length, which ought to be fixed 
according to the nature of the water. By doing that you are com- 
pelled to study how to get the largest and best trout, and these yield 
by far the most interesting sport. 

Though the brandling only has been mentioned as a bait others 
are nearly as good, for the fish are keen and hungry. Gentles do 
very well, but are troublesome to put on the hooks. A small red 
worm is very effective, and at times a small minnow is equally so, 
while at a pinch nearly any worm will catch fish—only the coarser 
kinds are not taken very freely. 

In summer, early morning and the evening are the best times 
to fish in clear water. When the stream is just beginning to 
darken and rise with rain the fish bite very greedily. Country boys 
when beaten in.every other way simulate the effect of a flood by 
casting in a sod or turf to discolour the water, and the device is some- 
times partially successful.
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CHAPTER IX 

RAMBLING 

ALTHOUGH there are so many interesting things to do in the open air, . 

it would be a dreadful affair were a boy to get it on his conscience 
that he should never go out without wishing to attain some special 
purpose. On the contrary, there are many days on which one is 
inclined to wander, simply for wandering’s sake, and not infrequently 
these, in the end, turn out the happiest ofall. IfI suggest a few 

ideas that may add to their enjoyment, remember that much will 
still depend on accident, and the character of the surrounding 
country. One who has been born, and lives in the flat portions of 
Lincolnshire, and who cannot move from the house without seeing 
windmills and pollard trees, might love his home scenery, and 
with reason, as much as a native of woody Hampshire or hilly 

Gloucestershire, but in his walks he would meet with quite different 
incidents. 

In England one is never far from a brook, however, and few 

boys know one well without at times experiencing a desire to 

penetrate to its source. To play at being Dr. Livingstone is a 

quite delightful pastime. ~Fancy easily transforms the slender 
streamlet into a Nile. The brown, grey hills out of which tradition, 
speaking through the mouth of an old bent labourer, asserts it to 

flow, are to youas truly an undiscovered country as the heart of 

Africa could be. There may not be any natives to shoot at you 
from an ambush in the woods, but the surly gamekeepers and 
shepherds, whom it is necessary to circumvent, are excellent 
substitutes.. As to wild ‘beasts, there may be a regrettable absence 
of lions, but in one of the meadows is a savage bull, and that is 

trouble enough for a beginner. 
_ The first question is one of outfit; for who would care to go on 

an exploring expedition without any weapons of offence or defence ? 
To obtain a rifle is not practicable, and besides, the weight of ‘it
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would be a terrible drag in hot summer weather; but a bow and 

arrow impart a feeling equally warlike, and they can be made in a 

fashion at home. Yew is the accredited material for the bow, but 

it is somewhat too strong for young arms to bend. A stout shoot 
of briar, such as you may see rising as straight and clean as a 
spear shaft out of a thicket or hedgerow, cut in autumn, and left to 
dry and ‘win’ all the winter, makes a tough and durable bow. A 
piece of smooth whipcord will serve as string, and no doubt the 
village carpenter will provide some lancewood or hickory out of 

which the arrows may be fashioned. It is a primitive weapon, 

and therefore very suitable for the explorer. No doubt you will 
find some difficulty in shooting straight with it, and when trying to 
pin the neck of the bull to the oak-tree against which he is standing 

you may only succeed in tickling the old cow as she is chewing the 
cud peacefully some yards off, but practice makes perfect, and you 
will be surprised how far you can send your arrow, while, if you 
really like shooting with the bow, you will soon think of improve- 
ment, and get a better one. 

The sling is another ancient weapon very easily made, and with 
which you can send a stone whizzing to.an immense distance, 
though it is difficult to acquire the art of aiming correctly with it. 
A boy hardly needs telling how to make a catapult—he does it by 
instinct. If you know how to prepare birdskins, and are studying 
natural history—studying, not merely playing with it as we have 
been, remember—this is the very best weapon with which to get 
ordinary specimens, for it is almost as certain, and not so apt to 
damage wings and plumage as a shot-gun, and is silent besides. 
But to go aiming at all sorts of harmless birds is a brutal amuse- 
ment, and one that good Dr. Livingstone would have heartily con- 
demned. For some purposes a ‘squailer’ is excellent. You make - 
it by cutting a stick about two feet long, and with the bark on, 
dipping one end into a mould full of melted lead. This adheres, 
and forms a weapon which a boy soon learns to cast with fatal 
dexterity. The weight causes it to force its way through foliage 
when thrown into a tree. 

What you may or may not kill during an expedition is a 
very delicate question. Some boys will be quite content to refrain 
altogether from bloodshed, but others seem to have been born with 

a love of hunting, and I do not.think it should be altogether 
repressed. Certain vermin you may slaughter without mercy 
wherever found. Most of these, especially in summer, when there
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ig an abundance of cover on the ground, are very well able to take 
care of themselves. The cunning old brown rat, for example, 
may be treated as an outlaw, an enemy of the farmer, a stealer 
of eggs, a murderer of everything weaker than himself. But the 
harmless. water-vole and water-shrew, the dormice*and woodmice 
are undeserving of the fate he has merited. So also the weasel 
and stoat are not entitled to mercy, but they take such very great 
care of their skins, and so sharply seek refuge in a bed of nettles or 
other impenetrable hiding-place, it is most difficult to reach them - 
except by a trap. The squirrel, however, even if you should have 

him at advantage in a low tree, ought not to be hurt, and the mole, 
who ventures out among the grass far oftener than people suppose, 
also should be under your protection. Oldrabbits and hares almost 
seem to take a pleasure in having a boy scampering after them, 
and by all means go off full pelt at their heels. They are too swift ° 
and clever to be caught except by one of those accidents. that 
frequently give zest to a ramble. I feel it unnecessary to add that 
the poor helpless young of any species ought to be spared. Even 

the kittens of the cunning wicked rat it is better to take home and 
turn into pets than destroy. 

We must now return, however, to the banks of our Nile, and 

our make-believe Livingstone. On a fine summer day he can’ 

find a use for the brook, even at a very early stage of the journey. 
One thing that troubles him is what appears to be the unnecessary 

shyness of wild creatures. Jven when animated by the friendliest 
and most companionable intentions, he finds it difficult to get near 
them. Far too soon does the rook or magpie take wing, the rabbit 

pop. into his burrow, the hare stretch his long legs and gallop away. 

Now when you wish to obtain a close view the brook will sometimes 

play a very friendly part. We may suppose that in summer it is 

not very deep, though in the course of ages it has worn for itself 

a great rut through the fields. If you stand in the middle, very 

likely your head may not rise to the level of the bank on either 
side, though the water is not much above your ankles. Should the 

margin be lined with tall rushes and sedges, you are completely 

hidden from view. Now, onahot summer day, whatever wild thing 

may be feeding in a field through or past which a brook runs, tends to 
come near the bank, where the grass is green and insects plentiful. 
Often there will be pasture on one side and a green hedge on the 

other. If you wish to get close to wild things and watch them 
while they fancy themselves undiscovered and secure, then off
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with your boots and stockings, hang them by the laces round your 
neck, so that your hands may be at liberty, tuck up your trousers, 
and wade softly up the middle of the brook, taking care, however, 
thai the wind blows towards you from the object to be stalked. 

Tue Fox’s DEn 

One of the most difficult feats of the kind is to approach a litter 

of foxes at play. Wild waste land is best for the purpose, because, 

ANY 
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unless in a very solitary and undisturbed district the cubs can 
hardly be seen except at dusk and dawn. A den is, -in itself, very 

easily found, but is not always inhabited. The vixen is much 
addicted to changing her lodgings. Often she produces her young 
in an enlarged rabbit-hole in the centre of a ploughed or fallow 

field. But they do not long remain in such quarters. She will 
of her own accord remove them for sanitary reasons, but before 
the time for this comes often does so out of suspicion. Very 
possibly nobody was aware of her presence but the gamekeeper, and 

  

  

Fie. 163.—Reynarp 

he alarmed her by an excess of kindness. He would far rather 
maintain the whole family in this out-of-the-way spot, than have 
them located close to his preserves in the breeding season. So, as 
the young rooks are coming into season just when the vixen has 
young, he shoots and lays them regularly with rabbits in near 
proximity to the earth. Now, if this be done to a moderate extent, 

and ata discreet distance, the gifts are accepted, and the pheasants 
spared. But an over-zealous keeper often ruins his plan through 
over-liberality and lack of caution. The vixen begins to surmise that
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some stratagem is being practised, and makes a moonlight flitting. 
In the course-of her wanderings she has come to know all the dens 

for miles round, and if the cubs are too young to follow, she takes 
them one at a time, and carries them as a cat does her kittens. 

The young are very playful, and it repays some trouble to see 

them going through their natural gambols on the turf round the den. 
Reynard has no objection to lodging near the brook. Water-birds 
such as the waterhen, the coot, the mallard, and the black-headed 

gull, when nesting inland, are less wary than partridges and 
pheasants, because they can protect themselves from carnivorous 
animals by swimming. The fox knows this, and often prowls by 
the waterside. During the breeding season there are many heaps 
of white feathers in the woods at Pallinsburn, showing where the 
fox has interviewed a gull. Foxes live in pairs, but during the heat 
of summer, the dog fox seems to find the family dwelling too hot 
for him. After having a good feed he will often curl himself up, 
and sleep among rushes or withies ; and in a good hunting country 
you will not go crawling about the brooks long without rousing one 
from his lair. You must approach a den very gently and carefully 
if you wish to see the inmates. ; 

Our illustration (Fig. 163) is from a photograph of one who was 
caught in a poultry yard during a frost. 

Tue Water-WHEEL 

Steam has so greatly supplanted wind and water for driving 
machinery that.a real water-wheel has become almost a rarity, and 
windmills even are’ scarcer than they used to be. When boys 
every day used to watch the great wheel of a mill or thrashing 
machine turned by the water they could scarcely help trying to 
imitate it. After you begin to follow the windings of a brook, and 
have arrived at a quiet place where it has dwindled toa slender rill, 
it is amusing and a restful change to set one up. 

The first operation is to dam the stream, no very difficult task, 
especially if the soil be clayey. A suitable place is where there is 
a considerable incline. Look out for a common drain-pipe such as 
may generally be found lying about the fields, and build it into the 
dam so that it lies quite level, and as high as is convenient, with the 
openings pointing up and down the stream, and the uppermost end 
plugged with clay. With stones, and sods, and earth the stream may
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be successfully curbed, and before you have finished plastering the 
apertures with clayey soil the water will have gathered into a little 
pond. : : 

It is easy to make a very simple water-wheel as follows, and if 
you like the amusement you will not find it difficult to erect a more 
beautiful and substantial one on the same principle. Take two 
flat pieces of wood about six inches long by about one inch broad, 
and moderately thick. Exactly in the middle of each cut a groove 
half an inch deep, and just wide enough to admit the wood of the 
other with a squeeze. Fit these together, and you have a wheel. 
Bore a straight hole and pass a knitting needle tightly through the 
centre, and it is complete, except for two miniature posts, each with 

  

     

    

Fie. 164. 

Tae Warrr-WuHEEn 

a hole bored at the top, to act as supports. These are. to be driven 
into the bed of the stream near the opening of the pipe, and the ends 
of the needle passed through the aperture, which should be large 
enough to let it revolve with ease. If all this be done well and 
strongly, as soon as the plug is removed from the pipe, and the 
water allowed to gush out, the wheel whizzes round capitally, and 
will continue to do so for a long time, provided it has been carefully 
adjusted and no one interferes with it, so that you may. see it again 
and again when you return. Ihave known a water-wheel to remain 
in an unfrequented spot for a whole summer, and not be destroyed 
till the autumm floods came. By an easy adaptation the wheel may 
be used for a windmill, and it will be a lesson in mechanics for you 
to invent a method of causing it to lift and drop a toy bucket. 

U
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SuamMiInG DEaAp 

In roving the fields and poking about in odd corners you are 
certain now and then to come upon some kind of trap or snare. 
Many keepers have a habit at unfrequented parts of their beat of 
setting a trap among the withered leaves at the bottom of a dry 
ditch, the mouth of a drain, or under a bridge, in the hope and ex- 
pectation that one day an unfortunate rat or weasel will walk into 
it. This is a cruel custom, since the trap may be sprung shortly 
after being put down, and not looked at for days or weeks, till the 
poor creature has been starved to death, and only the skin and 
skeleton remain. 

  

Fie. 165.—Werasrn Suammine Drap 

Supposing you have heard a rustling among the leaves, and on 
going to look what caused it find a weasel held firmly in the steel 
claws by the leg, you may possibly learn a curious trick some 
creatures practise. The scratching appears certainly to come from 
a living animal, yet when you approach the weasel is lying quite still 
and motionless. Anxious perhaps to examine it at close quarters 
you free it by placing a foot on the spring, when to your intense 
surprise the apparently dead creature rises, and limps off into the
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most convenient hole. Nay, had you taken it out to an open place 
on the grass it would very likely have rooted to sham being. 
dead after recovering its liberty. 
Knock a garden spider from its 
web, and it also will sham 

dead, its legs well drawn in, 

and its body like a little -bit of 
grey.dust. 

A trapped fox has often been 
known to try the same dodge, 
and animals. will attempt it 
sometimes in battle with their 
rivals. I once saw a terrific 
fight between two of the wild 
bulls in Lord Tankerville’s herd 
at Chillingham. One was the 
king of the herd. Perhaps 
you know that in flocks of wild creatures the strongest and most 

pugnacious is often chosen as ruler and chief. The custom pre- 
vails even among the shoals of ca’ing whales, sometimes chased 

aground and slaughtered in the Orcadian bays and channels. Fisher- 
men know that if they can head the king bull and terrify him into 

rushing into shallow water where he grounds, the rest are sure to 
follow. Naturally youngsters of any species are envious of this 

honourable post, and the only way to attain it is by challenging the 

holder to battle. vidently this was what the young bull had done, 

but he was not a match for the veteran, and appeared to be getting 

the worst of it. At last, after a terrific charge, he dropped on the 
ground, and Jay motionless, so that the spectators all thought he 
had received his qguietws. Nevertheless, as soon as the victor went 
away he rose to his feet, and began to graze as quietly as though 

nothing had happened, reminding one forcibly of the sort of pugilist 

one reads of sometimes who drops before the blows of his antagonist, 
and merely pretends to be half killed in order to avoid punish- 

ment. ‘ 

The calves of the white heifershave many tricks characteristic of 

wild creatures. A new-born one found in a thicket makes an in- 

fantile attempt to butt almost before it is able to stand on its legs, and 

will crouch and hide among the fern just as a lapwing does among 

grey stones, or a young rabbit in grass. If ever a herd comes 

within scope of your rambles it will be found most interesting 
v2   

Fic. 166.—A Garpren SprpEer
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to compare the habits of old and young with those of more familiar 
wild animals. 

Many birds, both large and smull, are clever at shamming dead. 
A landrail taken, as frequently happens, during the mowing season 
would deceive anybody. Its head droops, the muscles of the leg 
relax, the neck grows so limp that it shakes back and forward like 
that of a dead hen when you carry it by the legs. Tossed on 
the ground the creature lies all of a heap. You feel certain that 

it has expired of fright. Still it must do this with just one little 
corner of the eye open, for if the spectator turn his head away 

a revival generally takes place at once,'and the apparently dead 
animal rises and takes wing or slinks off to the nearest cover. 
A remnant of this instinct shows itself in domestic poultry, which, 

if chased for some time, drop motionless in a crouching position at 
last. Should you wish to see the landrail as he is grinding out his 
hoarse monotonous song, it is possible to do so when all other 
methods fail by creeping along the course of the brook. But. this 
must be early in the season, before the young corn and grass are long 

enough to hide him completely. 

A trapped sparrow-hawk shams dead too, but in this case there 
may be some doubt as to whether there is any conscious deception. 
This bird is of a hot passionate nature, and sometimes dies out- 

right from mere rage and terror, as it would appear, on being caught 

by the leg and not seriously injured. A terrible fright seems 
capable of inducing a paralysis that sometimes ends fatally. If 

sparrow-hawks must be killed, they ought to be shot: the traps 

set for them, especially the pole-trap, are instruments of torture. 

Stroat, WEASEL, AND RasBBITS 

Avabbit is subject to a somewhat similar paralysis. At the 

near discharge of a gun one will sometimes altogether lose the 

command of its limbs through fright; and at that wretched north- 

country pastime, called rabbit coursing, when the quarry is let out 

of the bag it will, many a time, just lie down and allow itself to 

be worried by its pursuers. Even a little one which you have got 

for the purpose of taming will, at first, when set free amid strange 

surroundings, drop down as though it had not heart enough to try 

to escape. But by watching stoats and weasels hunt you will 

obtain a still more remarkable illustration of the rabbit’s excessive
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timidity. A stoat after a rabbit is a tiny bloodhound. Tt does 
not go pell-mell among the crowd for the chance of picking up the 
unwary, but singling out one follows it persistently from refuge 
to refuge. Did the rabbit possess a little more intelligence it would 
understand that its speed 
is vastly superior to that 
of the stoat, and would 
start off like a racehorse, 
not stopping till several 
fields were between them. 
Instead of that it potters 
about the colony, making 
at first only short runs to 
escape its terrible pursuer, 
then it begins to lose 
courage altogether, as if 
aware that the dreadful 
fate is inevitable, and Fie. 167.—Tue Sroar 
when the persistent hun- 
ter at last comes up the rabbit is often crouched in a paralysis of 
fear, and attempts neither flight nor resistance, as the pitiless stoat 
leaps on it, and gives that fatal bite on the back of the head which 
ends the chase. Occasionally several stoats join together for a 
hunt, and being at such times,very bold and fearless their pro- 
ceedings may be very easily watched. Sometimes they will even 
succeed in killing a hare, although it is such a large animal in 
comparison. A wild duck or waterhen has been seen to obtain 
a signal advantage over this creature, however. Both the stoat and 
weasel will readily leap on the back of a bird sitting in the water, 
but should the latter, instead of struggling, dive to the bottom the 
attack is foiled. The most familiar instance of one animal being 
paralysed by fear of another is a mouse, which is often frightened 
into helplessness by the mere sight of a cat. 

  

Tue Homes or Witp CREATURES 

After walking about the fields till they have become very familiar 
you will know exactly what to expect at certain points. Naturally 
one might imagine at first that creatures living in the water or the 
fields would roam over a wide area, and live a wandering, unsettled
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kind of life. But a further knowledge of their habits will prove that 
this is the case only with a very small number. The majority do 
not exercise their powers of locomotion as much as might be ex- 
pected. In the river, for instance, the largest pike, and trout, and 
perch, do not spend their lives in travelling, but each takes up his 
abode in some hole or pool, whence he sallies out now and then for 
food and exercise. Thus if you see him one day, you will hardly 
look for him in vain the next. It is the same with birds. A pair of 
swallows that are allowed to nest one-year in a corner of the window 
will return to it year after year, as long as they are alive and un- 
molested. Most of the birds that do not migrate choose a. home 
and stick to it. On many a winter evening I am sure you have 
watched the black flocks of, rooks sail cawing into the rookery, and 
their curious performances ere they climb to the high twigs on which 
they sleep. Andif you ever catch sight of a bird with a distinguish- 
ing mark such, for instance, as a blackbird with a white feather in 
its wing, after a little you may map out the district it belongs to. 
By repeated observation you will discover numberless homes of 
feathered creatures, and may know where the waterhen lives, and 
the coot, the home of the tiny wren equally with that of the soar- 
ing kestrel, the field in which the partridges love to ‘jug,’ the old 
tree in which the owl sits blinking all day long, the haunts of the 
kingfisher, the curlew, the heron, and many others. To know the 
inhabitants of wild places is far more interesting than to know who 
lives in a town street. 

Wild beasts, great and small, are even more addicted than birds 
to having one place which is home to them. Every tiny shrew and 
mouse has his own little chink or hole, and there is a sort of law 
in the animal world that the home of each is his castle. For it the 
smallest will fight vigorously, even against a bully who would be 
fled from elsewhere. 

You must often, when rambling across some hill or moorland, 
have disturbed a rabbit that has been squatting in the fern or gorse 
close to a burrow. Even if you have a dog with you, and it gives 
chase, the rabbit does not dash into the first hole, where you would 
naturally suppose it might look for safety, but makes off to its own 
home, which very likely is a considerable distance away. Were it 
very hard pressed, and driven from its home by a ferret, it might 
when closely pursued rush into a strange hole; then if you kneel 
quietly down to listen you will easily: hear sounds that plainly tell 
how the rightful owners are trying to evict it, and were you to retire
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to a little distance, you would see it emerge to seek some other place 
of safety. 

The hare does not go underground, but sleeps in a ‘form.’ 
Sometimes this is a sort of nest in a clump of ferns or rough grass 
often a hollow scooped out in a ploughed field. If you have ever 
seen greyhound-coursing, you know that although wideawake she 
will lie almost till kicked up. The art of seeing her is not possessed 
by many people. Her fur is almost indistinguishable from the clods. 
But it is not difficult if you look out for her bright eye, glittering 

  

Fic. 168.—Tur Hare in uer ‘Form’ 

like a jewel. Well, a hare does not go to rest always in one ‘ form,’ 

yet she lives within a certain area, and when chased does not go 
out of her ground, but describes a wide circle, so that after a long 

run it is not unusual for one to be killed near the starting point. 

A good gamekeeper and a clever poacher are equally well aware 
of the habit animals have of selecting a home, and if you take a 
walk with the former, he will tell you where the partridges ‘jug,’ 

where the hare’s ‘form’ is likely to be, and many another curious 
fact about the homes of animals.
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Mintature HicHways 

Wild creatures, if left to themselves, and not chased or flurried, 
do not cross a field at random, but make their journeys by paths 
carefully laid out. On looking closely at the turf in a wild country 
these roads are easily discerned. They are called ‘runs’ by sports- 

  
Fie. 169.—A Rassrr’s Run 

men, and the art of snaring depends on a Inowledge of them. 
Some day you should watch a skilful rabbit-catcher setting wires in 
young grass. Were he to place them at random, even if ever so 
carefully set, never a capture need he hope to make. His plan is to 
examine all the fresh good runs, and let each noose overhang one.
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Experience has taught him that although rabbits do not construct 
map or road-books, they follow certain paths in their wanderings, 
and these in time become so well trodden one cannot help noticing 
them. A rabbit frightened and driven from its usual tracks appears 
thrown into complete confusion, and with difficulty finds its way 
home. Even after the highway is known, it requires much skill to 
snare one of the rabbit passengers along it, for the creatures easily 
scent anything new, and make a circuit to avoid it. 

The hare has a path, or rather many paths of her own, and well 
knows those gaps in the hedge by which she comes out of a field. 
But these are only for use in the daytime. Puss, perhaps because 
she suspects that Reynard may be in wait at the other side, avoids 
gaps after nightfall. Poachers know this, and when they have 
marked several hares feeding if a field will place a net at the gate, 
and then send their lurchers to hunt the creatures into it. A keeper 
well up to his business and anxious to keep plenty of hares on the 
estate knows a plan to foil this. He goes some night just as if he 

were a poacher and nets the hares himself, and after having been 
once caught they will never again approach the opening. 

You may find the highway of the fox too, for he treads a dis- 
tinctly marked one near the hedges and ditches, along which he loves 

to slink. He does slink a great deal, and yet if you come upon him 
very early on a summer morning, as he is meditating a raid on the 
fowl-house, he goes away gallantly and boldly with his brush waving, 
for he is not a coward, though the manner in which he gets his prey 
teaches him to crouch and steal softly along. An infallible’ proof 
that the fox has followed a certain path may be had by examining 
his droppings. The indigestible fur and feather which form the 
castings of birds of prey pass through him. 

Smaller animals make runs of the same kind. Look at the 
chink in which a dormouse lives, and you will see a path worn by 
his tiny footfalls. The field-vole will occasionally ruin a fine pas- 
ture by making its runs under the herbage. They are easily found, 
and it is plain to see they are adopted in order that the little 
traveller may go out to the evening parties of his friends without 
exposing himself to the view of his terrible enemy, the owl, 
who sails over and over his runs eager for a chance of devouring 
him. 

Roads of the same kind may be seen leading from the tiny hole 
out of which the weasel or stoat impudently pops his head to look 
if the coast is clear, after he has been reluctantly compelled to drop
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the robin or finch, which he was carrying in his mouth like a small 

retriever. : 

Birds can hardly wear out paths in the air, but those which trust to 

their legs a good deal patter the herbage into highways, as you may 

discover by noting the passages made by coots, and moorhens among 

the sedges and water-weeds, or the pheasant’s track in the shrubbery. 

Even on the wing, birds, although they probably travel by terrestrial 

landmarks, have well-defined routes. Watch an owl at twilight, 

and you will see it keeps to its beat as regularly as a policeman. 

Migrants, as is now well known, do not fly straight from one point 

to another, but follow curious zig-zag routes. 

Now, when you are hastening from one point to another, it will 

be impossible for you to note these things. You might just as well 

be ina gig or on a bicycle. But at other times when you are 

quietly rambling without any definite aim in view, the deciphering 

of these signs will afford endless amusement. It will then be seen 

that the animal world has mapped out the country according to 

plans of its. own. There are kingdoms, as we have seen in the 

case of the wild cattle ruled over by princes of their own. It is 

hardly an exaggeration to say that the hare has her own parish, 

though its boundaries have nothing to do with ours. And with a 
little trouble you will be able to thread the rabbit’s labyrinthine maze 

of paths, and to recognise the various highways of the fox, the 
stoat, the rat, the weasel, and all the different kinds of mice. And 

by taking full notes concerning a field or several fields you may for 

the winter nights provide material for endless amusement in the 

way of drawing up a wild beast’s geography, and illustrating it with 

maps! : 

Tue Rassir’s Burrow 

It will always be interesting to make a thorough and careful 

examination of the home of any wild creature, but some are more 

interesting than others. The fortress of the mole is an excellent 

example, but I will not describe it here, because Mr. Furneaux has 

done so extremely well in the ‘ Out-door World,’ to which you can 

refer. Let us, instead, take an underground habitation not less 

interesting, that of the ordinary wild’ rabbit. With its outward 

appearance no doubt you are familiar. Even in that there is proof 

of internal complications. Suppose you were to put a ferret in at 

the great mouth before which you have often seen the young play,
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the inmates do not escape by the same opening. There may be 

half-a-dozen other holes out of which the rabbits pop, and make off 
to another refuge. Hence it is evident that these are connected by 
underground galleries. Now the only way to obtain a clear idea of 
what these are like is by opening them with a spade. If you mean 
to do so it will save disappointment to choose a suitable burrow at 
the start. It would take a very long time indeed to dig some of 
them out, for the rabbit is very fond of making its home among 
loose rocks that only dynamite could dislodge, or by hedges and 
trees, the roots of which form an insurmountable obstacle to the 
digger. In open fields again the farmer might object to your cut- 

  

Fie. 170.—Ovursipr or Burrow 

ting up more grass and doing more damage than the result is worth. 
However, a little search will generally end in one being found 
suitable for the purpose. Often, for example, there are many old 
burrows dug out of the sandy soil by the bank of a river. One of 
these will do excellently. 

The rabbit follows a less uniform plan than the mole in excavat- 
ing its home, and though while ferreting I have dug out a great 
number, not many were found to be after the same plan. At first 
the rabbit mines downward, but it does not make its resting-place at 
the deepest point of the hole, probably because it has found by ex- 
perience that here in wet weather the water, even in such a porous 
soil as the rabbit likes best, is apt to gather. So after descending
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four or five feet it begins to work towards the surface again, and 
forms the cave in which it rests, not far from the turf. In a com- 
paratively new and simple burrow nothing more is done, but rabbits 
are restless animals, and there is no surer sign of a burrow being 
inhabited than fresh earth thrown out by recent workings. The 
bolt holes, which always abound most when the hole opens on a 
declivity, are probably not made from design but accident; the 

  

B Bolt hole 

Fig. 171.—Srction or Raserr Hour 

creature digging out a new refuge breaks open the surface. But 
the opening thus formed becomes of very great service when 
enemies enter, since if a stoat or weasel should come in at one door the 
rabbit may pop out at another. Holes in a meadow are the worst 
to ferret, because the ground being level the rabbits seldom make 
bolt holes by accident, and the ferret on being sent in chases them 
into a cul-de-sac, from which escape is impossible. By listening at
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the surface one can often judge the exact spot where this has 
occurred, and get then out with very little digging. 

The doe does not have her young in the great burrow, but 
chooses a little ‘stop’ quite close to the surface, and not much more 
than your arm’s length in extent, where, like the eider duck, she 
pulls off her fluck or down to make a nest. At finding its locality 
the badger is very clever. Hither by nose or ear he judges where 

  

Fie. 172.—Tur Banger 

the nest is, and being as expert a digger as the rabbit, down he 
mines and makes a succulent meal of the family. If you would 
see a badger at work you must choose a moonlight night for your 
ramble. He loves quiet woodlands and unfrequented heaths. 

Forpinc A STREAM 

Ifa river be at all fordable, the slightest temptation will induce 
a boy to attempt it. A thicket covered with blackberries, a few
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clusters of nuts on the hazel bushes, the chance of finding a bird’s 

nest, an itching to explore the crannies of an ivied ruin are often 

esteemed quite substantial reasons for daring a really dangerous 

passage. Sir Walter Scott retained this boyish taste to the end of 

his life, and made his horse wade or swim through many a stream, 

which just as easily could have been crossed by a bridge. But, 

as a rule, the rivers he loved most, those on the Borderland, are 

not dangerous. The Teviot, the Jed, the Kale, the Leader, and 

similar streams come rippling down from the hills over a bed of 

loose stones or golden sand, and have places where it is easy to 

get over. In some the old fords have not been replaced by bridges, 

and there are stones or. posts beside them to show the height at - 

which a flood may be safely faced. As the waters rise quickly, 

and when a ‘spate’ is on run very fiercely, this is a very necessary 

arrangement. On some, stepping-stones are placed for the pedes- 

trian, and when that is so, there is not usually danger of anything 

worse than a soaking when they joggle and upset the passenger’s 

centre of gravity. Some rivers are much more treacherous. Flow- 

ing softly and deeply for most of the course their appearance forbids 

any but the swimmer to attempt crossing. Yet there are sure to be 

. places where the general character is changed. Below a cauld or 

mill dam the waters foam and run away over stones and shallows. 

It is a very dull river that at no point spreads its waters over a 

wider bed, and at least pretends to be fordable. : 

Were it of any use to do so the maxim I should impress on 

any solitary boy is never to attempt crossing such a stream unless 

he beabletoswim. Even the shallow currents flow with consider- 

able force, and water not half up to your knee exercises a pressure 

that greatly increases the danger of stumbling. As the stream almost 

invariably ends in a deep pool, one need not enlarge on the probable 

consequences. Anyone determined to ford, however, will do well 

for this reason to take the stream as high up as practicable, even 

if that be not the shallowest part, for if a fall does take place it is 

better to be rolled into a shallow stream than a deep pool. On 

no account attempt anything of the kind if the water comes up 

above your knees; a stream as heavy as that implies is most 

decidedly dangerous to all but expert swimmers. Remember, 

too, that rough water is not likely to be as deep as smooth, and 

that owing to the magnifying power of water it is not possible 

to measure depth correctly with the eye alone. I speak from the 

experience gained by many duckings, having frequently dropped
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up to the waist in a hole which did not seem more than knee- 
deep. ; = 

Accidents most commonly happen in returning, for in all prob- 
ability the wayfarer, after some vigorous climbing, searching, and, 
general exploration, comes back a little tired. Then very likely he- 
carries some plunder that he wishes to preserve, a pair of half- 
fledged wood-pigeons, a biting, puffing, young hawk, or owl, or a 
precious cargo of unblown specimens of eggs, to say nothing of nuts 
and berries in their season. If you have to spring from stepping. 
stone to stepping-stone the lightest of these will make it more diffi- 
cult to jump, and in wading the anxiety to preserve them is not in- 
frequently the cause of a stumble, so that a great deal of additional 
care is necessary. 

But where a river is really shallow and fordable no such danger 
exists, and on a fine summer day a wade across the stream is a 
delightful pastime in itself, even if there be no reward on the other 
side. 

THe Witp DENE 

Nearly all English boys know what a dene is, but in case 
there are any who do not, and because it is one of the most delight- 
ful resorts at almost every period of the year, it may be. useful to 
describe one in which the writer, during boyhood, spent many a 
sunny afternoon. He thought, at the time, there was not in the 
whole universe any other place like it, but since then he has, in 

numberless parts of England, seen others almost the same. 

This particular dene is almost three-quarters of a mile in length, 
and down the middle of it glides a tiny stream, which though it 
enters with a splashing, noisy little waterfall at the top, glides for 
the rest of the journey unheard, and nearly unseen, till it emerges 
at a hatch, and goes off singing through a green pasture. The 
reason of its being invisible is that the centre of the dene is a large 
hollow, into which the wind blows the dead leaves. For the dene, 
be it understood, is a great wood full of lofty beech-trees, where 
from time out of mind there has been a large rookery. On one 
side the dene is bounded by an old disused road, covered with grass, 
and marked by two deep wheel-ruts, the separation being effected 
by a wire fence; on the other, by some fields of poor goil, on which 
the old-fashioned farmer used to produce crops of rye. ‘To cross 

the dene from the old road to the rye-field, it was necessary to
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make a rough descent on one side, and an equally rough ascent on 
the other. : 

It need hardly be asked what attracted one to the dene. There 
was no season of- the year in which a walk in it did not yield a 
special pleasure. The steep sides appeared exactly suitable to the 
primroses which, early in the spring, bloomed here in uncountable 
multitudes ; and besides gathering baskets and nosegays for those 
at home, there was the pleasure of transferring an entire plant to 
the garden, and watching how the flowers of the following year 

  

Primroses Violets Daffodils 

Fic. 173.—Sprine FuowErs 

deepened to purple, if strong manure were placed near the plants. 
And there was a bed of daffodils near the top, and corners famous 
for their sweet-scented violets, and at the edges several crooked 
laburnums set out their yellow blossoms. In fact, from early 
spring till midsummer, there was a fine procession of wild flowers. 
They came in such numbers, that one might pick armfuls, and 
produce no perceptible difference. 

In gathering wild flowers, and in nearly every other occupation 
followed in the dene, the rabbits supplied an endless fund of amuse-
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ment. The burrows are nearly all in the highest part, but they 
hide in the clumps of fern, and among the tree roots at the bottom, 
where the earth is continually crumbling away and falling to the 
water, which in flood carries it off. One may spend a long time 
hunting for a wren’s nest here, and only discover at the end a 
rabbit, that with ears laid well back, and its body partly concealed 
by the shelving earth and fibrous roots, has been watching all the 
while. It would take long to tell of the young rooks that some- 
times lose their balance, and come fluttering and trembling down 
from the tops of the high beech trees; of the wood owls that get 
wakened out of their mid-day slumber, and fly stupidly among 
the trees, or when they alight sit till they are nearly caught; of 
the hedgehogs that hide in the dry leaves, near the side of the 
wood, and their young that. come trotting and sniffing along the 
turf in open daylight. The dene always repays exploration, and 
the beauty of it is, that one may go again and again, and be sure 
of finding something novel and unexpected. Many-an enjoyable 
ramble may be begun or ended in it, and many a long day passed 
in such a variety of pleasures’ that the hours fly away so quickly 
there is no time to count them. 

Tue Worps.or THE Birps 

A boy in the habit of walking about much by himself can hardly 
help trying to make words for the songs of birds. He is quite sure 
that they are saying something, if he could only understand it. 
Sometimes they seem to talk mere nonsense words. Purse your 
lips in a birdy way, and say, ‘ Forty-eight, forty-eight, fifty-two, 
fifty-two,’ and you will at once récognise sounds the birds. have 
been heard making. Did you never hear a little songster in the 
hedge calling out ‘Joey, Joey’? And, of course, you know the 
small visitor who, from a lofty spray, calls out, ‘ Choice and cheap, 
Choice and cheap.” : 

Country people have long attributed certain words to the songs 
of the more familiar birds, and you will find it interesting in your 
walks to compare words and songs. Each district has its own 
traditions on the subject, and you must form your own collection 
of bird words. One or two may be given, however, just to show 
you what to look out for. Some birds, as, for example, the lark, 

x
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are represented as for ever dwelling on some physical peculiarity. 

This is said to be the lark’s song :— 

Whit, whit, whit, whit, whit, whit, whee-ee, 

No shoemaker can make boots for me-ee. 

Why, why, why, why, why, why, so-o? 

Because my heel’s as long as my toe! 

A glance at the lark’s hind claw will show that the last line has 

reason in it, at all events. 

Some again, are given words appropriate to their melancholy 

note. In Northumberland and Scotland, for instance, wipes, as 

lapwings are still called by a few people, are thought to be very 
mournful creatures, ever in grief, because their eggs are systemati- 

cally stolen. According to village children, this is what they sing: 

Pee-weet! Pee-weet! 

They’ve harried my nest, and garr’d me greet, 

Pee-weet! Pee-weet! . 

Traditions are related to explain how it was that others took 

up a particular song. ‘For instance, it is said that the cushat used 

to nest on the ground, and the partridge among trees, till the two 
agreed to a swap of situations. The cushat had nested on the 
grass of a meadow, but unfortunately there were in it at the time 
two cows, which trampled and broke the eggs. Afterwards, an Irish 
labourer came, and drove one of the cows home, whereupon the dove 

wished him to remove both, and addressed to him this pathetic appeal, 
which ever since it has gone on repeating, ‘Take two coos, Paddy. 

Take two coos, Paddy. Take two coos, Paddy. Take.’ Listen to the 
cooing of a ring-dove, and you will find that it invariably ends with 
the syllable it commenced with. <A fanciful old poet interpreted its 
song as, ‘I come hidder to woo,’ but if you take it that way, it would 

run, ‘I come hidder to woo, I come hidder. to woo, I come hidder 

to woo, I.’ As to the partridge, it is supposed, in its most amiable 
mood, to be saying, ‘ Deil take it. Deil take it.’ 

It would take a very long chapter, indeed, to explain a tenth 
part of the words assigned with, or without, good reason to the 

birds, and besides, it would rob you of the pleasure of collecting 
such information for yourself. Should you want to do that, you 
must seek out an aged countryman, who has been noted all his life 
for loving out-of-door creatures. Be sure of that, for many a man 

grows old in the country without knowing much about his surround-



RAMBLING . 307 

ings. However, an old man, who has been interested in birds, is 

invariably not only willing, but really pleased to talk these matters 

over with young people. Doing so appears to revive some of his 

ancient, half-forgotten pleasures. — 

‘ WooDLANDS 

The most intéresting of all rambles are in forest land and 
plantations. But as the woodlanders are a very clever, shy, and 
quick set of people, it requires some care and caution to see the 
most interesting of them. Sometimes of course, especially when a 

companion is present, you will race through the woods like'a deer, 
and'no one would like to see children always walking with the 
slow and stealthy tread of a: naturalist, prowling about to observe 
habits. Yet the boy who goes into a great wood alone is sure to 
wish that he may see the tenants of it conducting themselves as 
though they feared no disturbance. He who would do this must 
depend: on his ears, quite as much as his eyes. Not only so, it has 
to be remembered that‘wild creatures have to depend largely on 

he sense of hearing also, as the keenest eyes cannot penetrate far 
into a thick plantation. Every time your foot cracks one of the 
dry twigs on the ground, a pair of ears are cocked somewhere, or a 

1arp beak raised, as the owner takes a keen glance round to see 
who is coming. So it is best to walk very gently and only where 
the grass is thickest. So much the better if you sit down 
altogether in the most sequestered spot. 

Dead leaves begin to fall shortly after midsummer, and when 
there are only a few lying dry and withered on the ground, the 
tiniest creatures are not able to move without rustling them. With 
no other signal, I have many a time traced the journeying of a 
weasel for more than an hour, as it went from one thicket to 
another, popped into a bed of herbage at some real or fancied cause 
of alarm, and came out again to resume its quest. On bright 
September afternoons snakes emerge from their shadowy retreats 
to sun themselves on a bare heathy knoll or open space in a glade 
or drive. They generally see you before you notice them, and may 
be heard rustling the leaves as they try to worm away unperceived 
to their hiding-places. You will soon get over any alarm that may 
be experienced on first making acquaintance with a reptile. We 
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have only one poisonous snake, the adder, and you really have to 

go out of the way to get bitten by it. An accident is most likely to 

  

  

Fie. 174.—An ADDER 

happen in spring, when you are gathering primroses and early 
violets, as they frequent the banks on which these flowers grow. In 
autumn, too, when one is looking for tufts of white heather to send 

to his friend, the mountain ‘adder of the north is occasionally 
disturbed. It has frequently been known to bite sheep, and to this 
fact may, perhaps, be attributed a curious habit of that timid 
animal. Did you ever notice the proceedings of a flock when driven 
over arope?. If not, it is worth while to lay one down on purpose.: 
The first sheep does not walk or step gently over, but jumps up in 
the air, as if to get out of the way of some lurking foe, or clear an 

unseen obstacle. Even if you pull the rope away when half 
are passed, the others continue to jump as if blindly following a 
leader, and this custom has given a text to more than one moralising 

philosopher. Probably, however, the suspicion that a snake may 

be in the grass has more to do with it than the sheep’s habit of 
blindly imitating a leader. It is easy to know the adder or viper 
by the dark V on his head, and the zig-zag markings down his back. 
An adder is not a large snake, seldom reaching a length of two feet. 
The common grass snake is very familiar, and fortunately quite harm- 
less. So is the smooth snake, or Coronella, which is very local in its 

distribution. It has been found in Hampshire, Dorsetshire, Essex, 

 



RAMBLING 3809 

and Hertfordshire, and probably strays into counties adjacent to 

these. The slow-worm, though often called a snake, is really a lizard. 

  

Fie. 175.—Tur Common SNAKE 

It is a perfectly harmless creature, feeding on slugs, caterpillars, and 

insects. 

  

Fic. 176.—Tue Snow-Worm or Brinp-Worm 

By constantly looking and listening and patiently waiting you 

will gradually come to know all the inhabitants of the great woods.
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It will be noticed, too, that these change with the seasons. In 

spring and early summer thousands of nesting and singing birds come, 

but though the groves are melodious with their voices, the singers 

axe not very conspicuous, because most of them are shy and cunning 

during the breeding-time, and are naturally hidden by the heavy 

green foliage. Then as the corn begins to grow yellow, and the 

farmer thinks of beginning harvest, the population of the wood 

diminishes. Nightingales, cuckoos, and other migrants that sang 

till late in June have long been silent, and now are about to wing 

their way across the sea back to winter quarters. English birds, 

tempted by the ripening grain and the cleared hay-fields; where 

there is abundance of grass-seeds, of which nearly all our small 

songsters are fond, and the fruit ripening on the hedgerows, betake 

themselves to the open. The great autumnal flocks, that still later 

in the year run over the fallows and stubbles, do not think of 

returning to the woods till driven in by hard weather. Weasels, 

stoats, rats, mice, voles and shrews, rabbits and hares, all like the 

fields as long as the ground is covered with the thick herbage of 

summer. But the jays prefer the woods at all times of the year, 

and till very late in the season myriads of tits cling about leaves 

and ferns, whose decay attracts hosts of insects. 

Apparently the cutting of the corn is a cause of dismay to the 

smaller quadrupeds. While it remained standing it was a forest 

and refuge to them, but as soon as the ground is cleared they ave 

glad to get back to the copse again. Only the sensitive hare has a 

bad time of it. She is timid and easily disturbed, and fancies all 

kinds of enemies are about when leaves begin to race and rustle 

before the wind, and acorns, and -chestnuts, and hazel-nuts come 

dropping down as if they were missiles thrown at her ears. So in 

autumn out she goes to the wide fields again, and does not come 

back till frost and snow make her glad of a place where tell-tale 

footprints will not lead the poacher to her ruin. And a great many 

creatures appear to be of the same mind while very hard weather 

prevails. Most likely in bitter cold they feel the advantage of 

shelter, and about the roots of trees and in heaps of dried leaves 

morsels of food may be picked up, when the frost-bound earth may be 

searched in vain for a single particle. If you are of a hardy consti- 

tution and not afraid of the cold and snow, it will always be 

interesting for you to ramble in the woods during stormy weather. 

If the wood is not shot over, or, at Jeast, is allowed to rest for all 

but a very few days of the year, it will be all the more interesting from
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a rambler’s point of view. Hard shooting soon terrifies a winged 

population, but still no one can preserve pheasants without sheltering 

a number of other wild creatures. 

RAMBLING WITH WORKERS 

As an occasional change from walking alone it will be found 

very entertaining to follow some of the rustic labourers in the pur- 

suit of their ordinary tasks. Naturally, the gamekeeper is the most 

attractive, because his work requires him to be familiar with the 

habits and haunts of the wild creatures in his domain. He could 

not very well take care of the pheasants and partridges without 

understanding the ways.of their various enemies. And if you go 

with him on his rounds in summer, when he only carries a gun from 

habit or to kill vermin, he will show you many nests and young 

broods, and have much to say about the ways both of such birds and 

beasts as steal eges or murder tiny poults. He will tell you a 

great deal that was never set down in writing if he is an intelligent 

keeper ; for, living as he does in constant and practical intercourse 
with nature, he has picked up much that never was written in books. 

Yet if you wish to know facts accurately, it is prudent always to 

divide his information into things seen and things heard. From 
any honest man’s actual experience it is possible to learn something 

useful and instructive, but nearly all keepers retail information at 

second hand which one can only characterise as stuff and nonsense. 

Occasionally a gamekeeper will tell you something in flat contra- 
diction to what you have read in books. I have been told by many 
a one for instance, and no doubt you will be too, that owls come to 

the coops for young pheasants at the rearing season. Whena keeper 
says that, he generally vows, and vows quite honestly, that he has seen 

them do so. At the proper season he will, if you are sceptical, 
carry you to the place and show the owls going and returning to 
the coops. Nevertheless, the assertion will be found untrue when 
thoroughly looked into. To get at the facts you must find out the 

owl's nest and ascertain what the young are being fed with. This 
will be apparent from the remnants. Then you must look out for 
the castings, and see whether they contain fur or feather. If the 

owl visited the coops to catch rats and mice attracted by the food 
laid for the hen and chicks, then it was helping the keeper and not 

injuring him. An experience of this kind will serve to show that it
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is unwise to be content with merely hearing of any occurrence that 

seems out of the usual course. Examine it for yourself, and try 

as hard as you can not even then to be led astray by appearances. 

      

  

Fie. 177.— GamMEKEepER AND 
Purasanr Coors 

The gamekeeper, though a 
prime favourite on account of 
his guns and dogs and wood- wa 
lore, is by no means the only eo 
rustic worth talking to. Every- 
one knows something interesting about his own craft. On a spring 
day there is a peculiar pleasure in walking up and down the fields 

with a ploughman as he hold the stilts of the plough, with which 
he and his team are breaking up the soil. And let me tell you 

there is no healthier odour than the smell of fresh upturned earth, 

and no sight more pleasing than that of the sturdy labourer and his 

team followed by a cloud of black rooks and white sea-gulls. Cruel 
boys sometimes catch the latter by setting a fish-hook baited with 
a worm in the furrow; the rook cannot be taken in that way, for 
it tears the worm to bits before eating it. 

It is like entering a new world when you change the company 
of the keeper for that of the shepherd. The habit of the former is 

to stroll rather than to hurry. He idles about on his rounds, 
knowing full well that nothing is to be gained by making undue haste. 
So he saunters down the side of the covert, dawdles along the top of 
the field, sits down among the broom, and while he smokes his 
short clay pipe chats like a man with nothing to do, although in 
reality he may be attending to his business all the while. But the 
shepherd though when driving a flock he thinks a snail’s pace killing, 
steps out sharply when crossing the fields to see his different 
charges. Sheep and lambs when you get to know them individually 
as he does are extremely interesting. His dogs, too, offer an endless
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fund of entertainment, particularly if, as is very likely to be the 
case, he prides himself on breeding and training them. They are, 
as a rule, more intelligent than the majority of merely sporting dogs. 

  

  

  

Ite. 178.—Tue Surrumrp’s Dog 

Pointers, setters, foxhounds, and greyhounds are not usually very 
clever, though a retriever need not fear comparison’ even with a 
collie. In addition to matters strictly pertaining to his business, the 
open-air work of the shepherd has made him familiar with a very 
great number of interesting topics, and very likely he will point out 
much you did not know before, in regard to the qualities of certain 
plants and grasses. His calling has made it necessary to know at 
least a little of their medicinal and other properties, and when a wise 
man has gained a little knowledge he is continually endeavouring 
to increase it. 

It would not be possible to enumerate all the characters you are 
likely to meet on your rambles. With many of them you will form 
an acquaintance almost too readily. The mole-catcher, the rabbit-
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catcher, the rat-catcher, for example, pursue avocations with which 
a boy almost always likes to make some acquaintance. But some 
that you are inclined to pass as uninteresting will perhaps furnish 
most entertainment in the end. I know a frail old fellow who earns 
a poor livelihood by breaking metal on the roadside, who can keep 
one amused for hours together with his conversation. And the 
more you know concerning open-air life, the more will you like to 

listen to those who know about it and know little else. 
Many a district of England has some calling or craft peculiar to 

it, and when that is the case a visit to those who follow it will 
occasionally give-an object to aramble. One of the most interest- 
ing of these pursuits is that of hunting for truffles. The truffle is 
an underground fungus, which does not grow everywhere in England; 
but is practically confined to the counties of Wilts, Hampshire, 
Dorset, Surrey, Kent, Essex, and Hertfordshire.. It comes under 
the shadow of trees—the beech more than any other, and is found 
by a little dog called a truffle-dog which, guided by the scent, runs 
and scratches above the truffle till the hunter runs forward and 
gets out the fungus by thrusting in a spud. The truffle is esteemed 
a great dainty for the table, and is highly valuable. Those who 
hunt it are obliged to be great wanderers, and it is pleasant to accom- 
pany them through the pleasure grounds, game preserves, shrub- 
beries, lawns, and coppices where they find the truffles. It is pretty 
to see the dogs working, and the truffle-hunter, too, is a man 
obliged to make very close acquaintance with the things of the open 
air. Well does he know that there are many truffle-hunters beside 
man. ‘The pig, with which truffles are hunted in France, the 
squirrel, the rat, the dormouse, and the shrew, all regard it as a 
dainty. In case you.should wish to see the truffle-hunter at work 
it may be useful to state that the season begins toward the end of 
September and ends in March. At other times he who went in 
search would only get his labour for his pains. ° 

It may be noted that most of the foregoing remarks apply par- 
ticularly to those who live in some inland part of England, but many 
will find their most enjoyable rambles along the sea-coast or across 
the mountain and moorland. No one can tell precisely what any 
individual reader may see or what will interest him or where he will 
go. The main point is that you should try to discover for yourself 
the things related here or elsewhere, and make the best possible use of 
your own eyes and ears. If you do that no walk will be tiresome,
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and the district in which you live, be it homely or the reverse, will 
be found to contain something peculiar to itself, 

  
    

  Fie. 179. Enr Corrixs, TRUFrLE-HUNTER 

Wherever you may be situated, however, the unfrequented ways 
will be the best. Never miss an opportunity of getting away from 
the beaten track. A long walk on the high road is better than 
none, but on its hard stones the feet after a time grow blistered, and
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the procession of elms and hedgerows gradually becomes monotonous. 
Therefore over the stile with you! Do not walk in the road ‘if a 
footpath is available, or on the footpath if it be practicable to follow 
a simple track across the downs, or follow a line of your own.. The 
more remote they are from humanity, the more at home are all wild 
creatures.
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CHAPTER X 

NUTTING 

I came to one dear nook 
Unvisited, where not a broken bough 

- Drooped with its withered leaves, ungracious sign 
Of devastation ; but the hazels rose 
Tall and erect with tempting clusters hung : 
A virgin scene.—W oRDSWoRTH. 

SEPTEMBER is the month to go a-nutting in, and there is not a 
more agreeable time of the year. When the sky is clear except for 
a gentle haze that will vanish as the day grows older, and through 
which the sun shines very mildly, what more delightful than to 
start for the woods the. moment breakfast is done! There is no 
need to carry much baggage. Strap a wallet on your shoulder, it 
will serve to carry something to allay the mid-day hunger, for 
we are going to make a day of it, and arm yourself with a nutting 

C= 
Fie. 180.—Nurring Crook 

erook. Any long staff, a shepherd’s crook, or a walking-stick, will 
answer the purpose. It cannot be too long, and must have a crook. 

Autumn, it is soon perceived, has also been taking her walks 
abroad by night. See how she has laid her finger on the chestnut 
trees and left bright yellow marks! The leaves of the elm, too, are 
beginning to discolour. But the sturdy oak remains as green as 
ever, though the acorns are beginning to show pale in the foliage. 
Many a short cut may be made across the fields, for the corn, whose 
ripening has been watched so long, is now being piled in the ricks. 
Over the stubbles, then, we go without let or hindrance, but avoid- 
ing any field where the crack, crack, crack of guns announces that
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the partridge is meeting his doom. And the question is whither 

shall we bend our steps ? 

Half the fun of nutting consists of exploring hitherto unknown 

regions. Even if the copses near at hand were not plundered 

before the ripening of the nuts, the pleasure of visiting them would 

be no greater than that of plucking garden fruit. What sort of 

country should we choose for a nutting expedition ? 

The hazel is a very hardy bush, yet it does not grow freely 

everywhere. On clay or very moist sow soil it will scarcely live, 

so we may make up our. minds to avoid the heavy bottoms, where 

so many luxuriant weeds form a tangle. But it will flourish on 

rocky hill-sides where there is only a shallow covering of earth ; and 

on all kinds of dry, challcy, or limy fresh soil it does equally well. 

Under two sets of conditions the hazel will be found growing. 

The first is that in which itis planted and cultivated. Though not 

a timber tree, it is useful to the forester. It forms a valuable 

undergrowth. No doubt you have learned from experience that 

from a shoot or sucker the toughest switches and walking-sticks are 

to be made. For the same reason it is highly esteemed by the basket- 

maker, the thatcher, the wattle-maker, those who fabricate hoops for 

-barrels, and similar operatives. Hence as an undergrowth it com- 

mands a good sale, and the forester for that reason plants it under 

his standard oaks and in suitable coppices. The farmer also likes it 

near his hill pastures, because it is a very leafy shrub, and manures 

the ground with its decayed foliage. But again it is an indigenous 

British plant, and may be found living its own hardy life on waste 

and scrub with the broom and whin. Considering what sort of coni- 

panions it has, when going to hunt for it you will do well to put on 

those clothes to whicli you attach the least possible value. 

Now for watching the growth of the hazel the coverts nearest 

home are obviously the most convenient, but for a glorious day's 

nutting there is nothing like the untended wood among the hills. 

Let us just for one moment, however, turn back to the natural 

history of the hazel. 

The hazel is one of the first plants to respond to the call of 

spring. Ié does not produce an early leaf, but soon in March, some- 

times by the end of February, it hangs out millions of graceful, 

drooping tassels. Like the poet, perhaps you have listened to ‘the 

low love-language of the bird, on native hazels tassel hung.’ This 

tassel or catkin is what botanists call the barren flower. It sheds 

its pollen, which the wind blows to the very small red female flower
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which is thus fertilised, and during all the rest of the spring and 

long summer days is silently developing into the nut. 
One other point, I dare say you have noticed for yourself. The 

hazel is not a bushy shrub, but throws up long, straight shoots. 
You seldom find a bird’s nest in it, because it provides so little 

cover. It is not a timber tree, and if left to itself under the most 

advantageous circumstances, does not grow toa height of more than 
about twenty feet, and you will find the majority of the bushes not 
much more than half as tall. J 

The nutting is best when you go away by yourself across a wild 
country, far from any road or beaten track. The trouble you have 
taken, and the happy exhilaration produced by climbing hills, gives 

a zest to the reward when it is finally obtained. No one will 
interfere with you there, whereas nutting among covers used for 
pheasant-breeding is sure to be attended with trouble. 

There is no more offensive sight than that of a gang of town 
boys beating and smashing trees with sticks and stones, and I trust 
that even on waste or moorland you will always endeavour to get 
your nuts without damaging the tree in any way. Hazel is very 
flexible, and a little pains will bring the whole of the nuts within 
reach. It is only necessary to begin by pulling one of the lowest 
boughs towards you with your crook. This will bring a higher one 

nearer, which in its turn on being pulled down will bring a still 

higher one within your reach, and so on till the main bough has 

been rifled. A nut is ripe when it slips easily out of its sheath— 

later they may be shaken down like apples. Shells which have 

been exposed to the sunlight take on a brown red, one might almost 

say a rosy, tint. The hazel, though it grows so often in a copse, 

flourishes best in the sunlight. If you content yourself with choos- 

ing the very best then you will have to travel on from one copse to 

another, and the rest will be ready for another day. As to the nuts 

by the wayside, and those in the woodlands near home, you can 

afford to leave them for the amusement of girls and very small 

children, who are not yet strong enough to go so far afield. 

The hazel copse ‘has a great attraction for many creatures, and 

one advantage of going by yourself is that it affords a better oppor- 

tunity for becoming acquainted with other woodlanders who go 

a-nutting in September. Chief among them, as a matter of course, 

is the handsome and agile squirrel, now in his glory as he gathers a 

cluster and springs up the nearest high tree at your approach. He 

is not so terrified but that he will, even while you are looking, take
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a nut from the branch—letting all the others drop, the careless 

prodigal !—and eat it. In doing so he rests on his haunches, holds 

the kernel between his fore-paws and peels off the shell, while all 

the time his bushy tail is curled on his back, as though it were his 

wnbrella. Whenever his tail is out of this position you may know 

he is not happy, just as you feel sure a horse is either ill at ease or 

meditating iniquity when his ears are not cocked. The position of 

the tail is at once an index to a dog’s temper and a squirrel’s state 

of mind. : 
A less conspicuous companion is the tiny dormouse. It has a 

Latin name (Mus avillanarius) given it on account of its habit of 

plucking nuts. It may be seen creeping up the hazel twigs to the 

  

Fre. 181.—Tur Hazen 

feast. Some of the nuts it eats there, sitting up on its haunches, 

and holding the nut between its forepaws like a diminutive squirrel. 
Some, however, it carries away to its nest, which is often in one of 

those tree-holes which, as we have seen, are, though defects in the tree, 

so very useful to hosts of wild creatures. It sleeps so long and so 
soundly, the small store of food it has laid by is very little needed. 
Its teeth are not strong enough to break the shell as the squirrel 
does, but it gnaws a hole in the end of it, and thus extracts the 

kernel. And if you look near the roots of the hazel bushes you 
will find several shells treated in this way. The wood-mouse, too, 

you will often find helping itself toa share of the nuts. 
But a still more interesting woodlander to watch when you go 

a-nutting is the nuthatch or ‘ nutjobber,’ as it is sometimes called, 
whose nest, with the hole half stopped with clay, you noticed earlier 
in the year.. The young are all grown up now, and the family has 
a merry time in the hazel copse. You must look out for its anvil,
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which is usually part of a rail or a gate-post, and as the bird is very 

familiar and bold its procedure is easily observed. First, it plucks 

the nut from the stem, then flies off with it to a favourite spot, 

fastening it in a small chink, and breaking the shell with repeated 

blows of its beak. It seems dreadfully afraid of losing the tiniest 

morsel of food, for every splinter of shell is caught as it flies off, as 

if the bird were anxious to try whether it is eatable or not. Should 

the nut itself be displaced it is dexterously caught and put back 

again. Hach ‘nutjobber’ has a favourite anvil, and round about it 

will be found many fragments of shell and husks broken from its 

food. 

It need not be expected that all these creatures will be seen at 

ounce in the hazel copse. Most of them are shy, and the laughter of 

a nutting party would make them retire at once. But if you will 

go again and again till every bush and tree is familiar, and above 

all be quiet and gentle, and choose some hidden cleft in which to 

eat your lunch, or munch the nuts you have gathered, these and 
many other wild nut-gatherers will emerge from their crannies and 
hiding-places, and eat and play, and chase one another with perfect 

confidence in the bushes before you. 
The wild hazel nut is practically the only one for which keen 

search ismade. When the horse-chestnuts ripen in October they are 

  
Fie. 182.- Tun Horsr-Cursrnur 

gathered by boys for the sake of various indoor games played with 
them, and if one be hollowed out with a pin-head or piece of strong 

Y
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wire, it will make an instrument of torture in the shape of a whistle, 

the noise of which is comparable only to that ofa steam siren. It 

is not good for eating, but Greeks and Romans used to make from 

it a medicine for their horses, and that is how the name originated. 

The sweet chestnut, or Spanish chestnut-tree, yields a fruit out of 

  

Fic. 183.—Tur Swext Curstnvut 

which still less is to be made. Its nuts are enclosed in a bristly 
envelope—involucre, as it is termed in botany. 

One likes to see the acorns come on the oak, and there are few 

boys who can help gathering a few of them, although very little is 
gained by doing so. A very curious point about the oak is that 
although it is suchavery familiar and national tree, few people ever 
notice its pale green blossom, which comes unobtrusively in the 
spring. The acorns are eaten by a vast number of wild creatures, 

and towards the end of October, or beginning of November, when 
they begin to tumble out of their cups—whose droll resemblance 
to fairy tobacco pipes everybody has noticed—the oak tree is an 
attraction for many visitors. The squirrel likes acorns nearly as 
well as hazel-nuts, and so do the voles and mice. Domestic poultry 
do not care for them, but the pheasant does, and the, wild pigeons, 

and the jay and other wild birds. Pigs feast and fatten on them, 
but they are poison to cattle, especially young cattle. If you con- 
sider the enormous quantity of acorns produced by a single oak, and 
that from all this huge multitude probably not half-a-dozen seed-.
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lings will be produced, it becomes very evident that an immense 
number of birds and beasts must feed on them. Ripe acorns are 
sometimes eaten in small quantities by boys without ill effects 
following, but the consumption of many is injurious. As the acorn 
has not a pleasant taste at any rate it is better to forbear. 

The nuts of the beech—or mast—are as wholesome as those of 
the hazel. There is a classic story of bread having been made from 
mast, and it is very commonly eaten. Wood-pigeons are particularly 
fond of it. Lord Haddington once shot one that had 281 beech 
nuts in its crop. Nearly all the woodland creatures are the same 
in their love of mast. Very old people may sometimes be heard to 
declare that there is something peculiarly salutary and medicinal 
in the beech. They say the leaves when dry make the healthiest 
bed, and are a cure for certain diseases if chewed when green. 
Nightingales are very fond of beech-groves, and resort to them in 
preference to any other. 

It may seem hardly worth while to collect beech-mast and 
acorns, yet there is one reason for doing so. The improvident birds 
and beasts that revel among them in autumn are often enough 
hard put to it to find a meal during winter weather, and though they 
will eat almost anything at such times, they relish their natural 
food more than any other. So if you take the trouble after some 
windy afternoon, when the ground is strewed with nuts you do not 
care to eat, to gather and store them in view of coming bad times, 
you will greatly benefit the thoughtless creatures. At the proper 
time you will find it very pleasant and amusing to deal out food 
from the distised outhouse, or other building which you have made 
into a storehouse. Only you must beware of the rats and mice, or 
when the famine arrives they will have lefé nothing but husks in 
the granary. So you must either police the stronghold with cats, or 
meet the encroaching rodents with the gentle discouragement of a 
trap. As for those creatures that pretend to lay by a store for such 
emergencies, you will find that they are as ‘hard up’ as the rest. 
Hither they drop off to sleep when frost comes, or wholly forget 
where they have deposited their treasure. 

PIG-NUTS 

Pig, or earth nuts are not really~nuts at all, but the tuberous 
roots of a small plant that grows from a few inches toa foot in 

x2
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height. It thrives well in old pastures on sandy or gravelly soil. 

The little: white flowers open in June. The plant is very pretty to 

look at, and. from time. immemorial boys have been in the custom 

  

e Fie. 184._Tue Pre-Nur ~ 

of digging it up to get at the root, which is not only pleasant to the 

taste, but so nutritious it has been suggested as a substitute for 
bread in times of want. The name pig-nuts is given on account of 

the fondness of swine for them. : eed
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CHAPTER XI 

AUTUMN BERRIES 

Tue gusty days of October are those in which wild berries are 
mostly gathered, and there is not a happier month in the year. 
After a sultry summer the cold, fresh air is weleome and invigo- 
rating. Sometimes the wind blows like a hurricane, and the dry, 
dead leaves driven before it, seem heartily to play a game of hare 
and hounds. When itis whirling them. down from the trees; and 
making them scud along the roads and pathways, then, before 
troubling about berries, or seeds, or anything else, it is splendid to 
have a scamper over some dry, clean turf, with the breeze at one’s 
back. -When the way liés across upland pastures or hills or downs, 
the autumn wind helps you on like a strong friend, and if. it must 
be faced, why there is the pleasure of battling against it, and the 
anticipation that the relative positions will have been changed 
on the return journey. Often there comes with it a rain-shower, 
pouring like a torrent, but it does not last long, and the country 
will be bare indeed that does not afford some temporary shelter. 

The weather is something like that of March, but how different 
is the country! In the earlier months most of the trees were still 
black suffused with brown ; the fields were all dark too, only the 
brightening of the grass and the appearance of a few buds told that 
spring was coming. Now the landscape appears half composed of 
grey stubble, a myriad striking tints have come on the woodland, 
there are bits of shining, gleaming red on the bushes and hedgerows, 
and the thick matted vegetation on the latter has passed its prime, 
and shows traces of withering. In March, the birds were whistling 
and love-making, and pairing, and fighting with rivals. Now they 
have grown very still, and have gathered into great multitudes that 
range the. fields.’ When these flocks happen to be composed of 
sparrows, they adjourn every now and then to some big hedge, and 
chatter-so to one another that you often are tempted to walk across
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_ the fields, believing that something has gone wrong, but only to find 
the hubbub a mere outcome of the noisy character of these birds in 
company. Perhaps the most striking difference between spring and 

autumn is that one is the time of flowers, the other that of. fruit. 

Collecting berries is quite as interesting an occupation as gathering 
flowers, even apart from its connection with eating. As a matter 
of fact the keenest appetites may easily be surfeited with any kind 
of English wild fruit. But the pretty tints and fine shapes never 
grow stale, and the berries have very considerable interest for those 
who do not eat them. However, there is nobody so fastidious as 
not to like the first to be mentioned. 

BraMBLE BERRIES 

The blackberry is the king of autumn fruit, and gathering it is 

one of the most delightful pastimes of the year. One need not 

describe it, for wherever there are thickets or hedgerows, woods or 

plantations, its tempting black hue is familiar. Often it may be 

found quite close to the hazel bushes. Some poor people gather 

  

Fie. 185.—Tuz Brackerry 

blackberries either to sell, or to preserve and make dumplings with 
in winter, and when this is the case, those who gather merely for 
pleasure, ought to avoid the near and easily accessible places. 
Besides, if the pickers are numerous, they carry off all the best, and 
are not in any way particular about whether they overload their
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baskets with inferior fruit or not. And yet they often display a 
curious lack of ingenuity, or a great reluctance to take a little 
trouble. One autumn in Hampshire I was greatly amused by an 
industrious old man, who was an exception to the general rule. It 
was a well-wooded part, where were many tall hedgerows, and the 
bramble, which loves the sun, clambered up them and bore all the 
best fruit on the top, completely out of reach of the women and 
children, who, with cans and boxes and even pitchers, were scouring 
the country. Low down there was nothing but red, undeveloped, 
half-ripe fruit, no one thought it worth while to pick; up above 
were myriads of deliciously ripe and beautiful berries. The old 
man had thought of this, and carried with him a small light ladder, 
which he took first to one side, and then the other, exciting general 
envy as he filled his vessel with choice blackberries. It showed 
what fine pickings may remain even on ground that has been covered 
again and again. 

But no ladder will be needed if you do not mind a walk in the 
pleasant month of September, when the harvesters are just arriving 
at the last load, and leaves are beginning to rustle at the approach 
of autumn. For it is no exaggeration to say that within easy 
walking distance of any average country house, millions of black- 
berries are allowed every year to rot, because there is no one to 
gather them. Tarly in the year you will come upon such spots by 
the waterside when you are fishing, and will find out others at birds’- 
nesting time. If these deoegetiaa are retained in the memory, 
there will be no lack of good huhting ground in the autumn: The 
bramble plant is very familiar, and so are the pink and white 
flowers. 

Botanists make out some forty different kinds of bramble, so 
there is plenty of scope for industry, if you. wish to collect, distin- 
guish, and classify them. As far as eating goes, however, the differ- 
ence amounts to very little. The dewberry is by far the finest 
from this point of view. In this plant, the shoots are shorter and 
have fewer prickles, with a brighter exterior than the common 
bramble. The fruit is large grained and of very fine flavour. The 
bloom hag a bluish tint. 

The roebuck berry, or stone bramble, is not very common, grow- 
ing only in the northern counties of England. Itis crimson in 
colour and the flower white, This also is a very finely-flavoured 
fruit,
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Hires anp Haws 

It would take a long time to enumerate all the kinds of wild 
rose found in this country. Except for some slight difference of 
colouring they bear the same kind of berry. The dog-rose and the 
sweet-briar, whose flowers and foliage made thickets and lanes 

  

Fia. 186.—Wip Rose anp Hes 

beautiful and fragrant in midsummer, produce bright scarlet berries 
in autumn. A number of seeds are enclosed within a brilliant red 
fleshy covering. Village children sometimes gather and eat hips, 
but they are not very tempting, and it is better to leave them on 
their prickly stems. Birds devour them in very hard weather, but 
do not show any excessive fondness for them. 

Most of our common blossoms are despised, but no one grows 
weary of seeing the bloom return to the hawthorn. Its soft white 
colour lies like snow on the great hedges, and its sweet odour scents 
the atmosphere of spring. This, however, is only when the flowers 
are at their prime. As they begin to fade, and even before that— 
after a shower of rain—a faint smell of decay rises from the bushes. 
Then in wind and rain the petals come showering down on the 
grass, and give place to the berry. When reapers are hard at work 
in the cornfields, the green of the haw begins to change into dark red. 
The red deepens as autumn comes on, and when trees are stripped 
and bare, the dull red fruit, when the sunlight falls on it, glows with
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a ruddy warm colour that is particularly pleasant to look on, when a 
light sprinkling of snow is on the ground, and the sky is clear and 

Fic. 187. Hawrnorn Buossom anp Frurr 

  

frosty. Haws, too, are eaten sometimes, but they offer‘an insufferable 
quantity of wood to a very slight taste of fruit. If they can be 
considered at all worthy of eating, it is after they have been 
touched by the frost. Country people sometimes pickle hips and 
haws, but one wonders what wild fruit they do not pickle. The 
haw takes a long time to germinate, lying for quite eighteen months 
in the ground before beginning to sprout. Wild creatures. eat it 
when they can get nothing else. In the north many people think 
a large crop of haws betokens a hard winter. ‘Mony haws mony 
snaws’ is what they say, and pious old folks in the south mean the 
same, when, on seeing an abundant crop of berries, they say to 
one another: ‘Ah! Providence takes care of the birds.’ 

In spring, the black hawthorn is sometimes mistaken for the 
other, as the blossoms’ bear a.close resemblance, but it ought not to 
be so, as it flowers before the leaves come, whereas the other blows 
after. But there can be no error in regard to the fruit. The purple- 
black sloe is proverbial for its bitterness. Yet it is eatable after it 
has been touched by the frost. It has a variety of uses, chief of 
which is the concoction of sloe-gin, an old-fashioned drink that
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might be palatable when made according to the ancient recipe, but 
which, in its usual state, can only be described as vile. Both the 

  

Fie. 188.—Tur BrackrHorn 

leaves and plant of the sloe were employed to adulterate various 
articles of drink and food when the law was not so strict as it is 
now. 

Rowan Berries 

The berries of the mountain ash, glowing in September like 
beads of red coral, are the prettiest and most effective of all the 
fruits of autumn. But they are not allowed to hang long. A Latin 
name of the tree, Aucuparia, from Awceps, a birdcatcher, proves how 
long it has been known how birds love them. Fowlers used them 
as bait for their snares, and hence the tree is known as the fowler’s 
service tree. By careful watching you will soon perceive how, soon 
after they become ripe, the birds—and in moorland districts, especi- 
ally the ring-ouzels—clear. the berries from the trees. A preserve 
good to eat with roast grouse is made from them, and the fruit is
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just beginning to ripen when the shooting begins on the twelfth of 
August. Rowan berries are not very good to eat, however. 

  

Fre; 189.—Mowuntarn Ase 

You may know the wild service tree from the mountain ash by 
its being a little smaller, and by the browner colour of the fruit. 

Cras APPLES 

What a very deceitful fruit is the very tempting red-cheeked 
crab! One can hardly keep from biting it, but only a most extra- 
ordinary and robust appetite for apples can endure the taste. 
Yet its flowers form a beautiful woodland ornament in spring, and 
one is always glad to see crab apples. Besides, they are not 
quite useless. Some people say that if you store them for six weeks 
in an old haystack they become sweet.and pleasant, but as I never 
made the experiment I cannot guarantee the result. You find erab- 
apples in abundance in wild scrubs and hedgerows, but more 
particularly in the woodlands round ancient abbeys and monasteries, 
and in deer-forests. They were originally planted because deer are 
fond of them, and pretty it is to see a fine antlered stag on his hind 
feet, stretching up far higher than you would think it possible, to 
reach them. And by-the-bye it is worth while to notice the very 
curious attitudes deer will sometimes assume. There is a story of
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a sportsman who killed one by. sending the same bullet through 
its hind foot and its head. You think the feat impossible till you 

have seen a deer scratching its ear with its hind foot, and then 
you recognise that the shot at least is possible. No doubt the fat 

ecclesiastics, who loved a hart in season, were well aware of the 

  

    
Fie. 190.—Cras Apples 

deer’s love of crab apples, and planted the trees for their benefit, 
Pomatum or pomade for the hair used to be made from crab apples 
—the Latin for apple is pomwm—and village boys and girls collect 
crab-apples for their mothers to make jelly of—and a very palatable 
jelly it is, especially if blended with that made from red currants. 

WILD STRAWBERRIES AND RASPBERRIES 

These; properly speaking, ought not to be included among autumn 
fruits, because they ripen in summer. Many people hold, with good 
reason, that the wild varieties have a more pleasing flavour than 
the fruit of cultivated garden plants. As a rule they are smaller 
in size and more acid in taste. On suitable soils, however, the wild 
strawberry grows very large. For instance, on the Cotswold Hills; 
a few miles from Wincheombe, they are exceptionally good, and to 
go into the woods on a hot day in June or July and gather a basket- 
ful.is a pleasant oceupation.. The plant is of common occirrencé



AUTUMN BERRIES ‘ 383 

all over England, and in-places, such as that mentioned, is ex- 
ceedingly abundant. Wild raspberries are not so common in 
the south of England, as in the north and in Scotland. Both of 
these fruits are extremely wholesome, and have a beneficial effect 
on the health, so that you can hardly consume too many of them. 
Ripe wild strawberries are occasionally found about the middle of 
May, and are very plentiful in June, July, and August, as the plants 

  

   Fie. 191.--Witp SrrawBeRRiEs F. 

go on continuously blooming.. The raspberry ripens usually just as 
the corn is beginning to yellow. One very useful end is often 
served by these fruits. When you go fishing, carrying your lunch 
with you, if you know a bed of the one, or a plantation of the other, 
the fruit will be eaten. with great relish after what is necessarily 
a simple meal. By the side of a mountain. stream, a few slices 
of bread-and-butter or a. sandwich followed by a lapful of wild 
strawberries or raspberries, form a delicious repast. 

Miscectantous BeErrres 

Many wild berries are prized chiefly because they look so pretty. 
The most conspicuous are those of the familiar holly, which impart’ 
such a bright colour. to woods and shubberies at the season of the
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year when they look most black and bare. Except for decoration 
at Christmas time, when they are essential, it is a pity to pluck 

  

Fie. 193.-—_Hotty Berries 

them, for they not only serve a good purpose in colouring the 
woods, but form a winter stock of food for many birds that would 
otherwise perish from hunger during the frosts of a very severe 
winter. The custom of decorating rooms with the leaves originated 
from the quaint Pagan superstition that demons expelled from. the 
woods by the hard weather might find resting-places on the sprays. 
Be sure never to eat the berries, which produce nausea and vomiting 
in children. 

The fruit of the spindle-tree cannot properly be described as a 
berry, but is often gathered for purposes of ornament. It is only a 
small bush, and receives its name because the wood used formerly 
to be used for making spindles. The seed vessels when ripe are of 
a dark purple, the seeds themselves of a brilliant orange hue. 

The purple bilberry thrives on heaths and peaty soils, and 
abounds in Surrey and other southern counties. The plant grows 
in straight shoots, with a light green leaf, the flower is of pink, 
and the fruit is first green, and becomes purple when ripe. Some 
people like these ‘simple of themselves,’ but a little cream brings 
out their best flavour. 

Cranberry tart is a popular dish in Scotland, and the strong acid
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fruit has many keen admirers. The plant flourishes on bogs and 

moors. Itis a slender trailing evergreen, and the red fruit grows 

af       
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Fic. 194.—TsHE Sprnpie-TREE 

ripe in autumn. Very like it is the crowberry, common in the 
wilder parts of Wales, Scotland, and the North of England. The 

fruit is also red, but rather brighter than the preceding. The 

whortleberry and the blueberry are species of the bilberry, which 
they resemble, though somewhat larger in size. The fruit is not so 

  

Fie. 195.—Wuort userry, CowBerry, CROWBERRY, CRANBERRY 

wholesome to eat, however, as taken in any considerable quantity it 

is apt to produce giddiness and headache. Onsome of the northern
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moors the crowberry or crakeberry covers considerable spaces of 

ground, to the exclusion of every other plant, and those who live 

beside such a bed say that they enjoy the fruit, but it is not very 

excessively delicious to anyone not. accustomed to it. To make an 

exhaustive list of all the berries found in wild and heathy places 

would be along and not very useful task, but these are the most 

important, and you may expand the list as occasion offers.



CHAPTER XII 

POISONOUS PLANTS AND BERRIES 

Tr is so easy not to eat ‘strange fruit, or put unfamiliar leaves in 

one’s mouth, that a warning might seem uncalled for, were it not 

that hardly a year passes without some fatal accident occurring 

from children eating poisonous berries. Some town children, when 

they get a holiday, appear to think that whatever grows in a 

field or by.a lane must be eatable. But country boys and girls 

have died from poison in the same way. In many cases it is pro- 

bably the result of mistaking one plant or berry for another. 

Oftenest of all it arises from the fact that poor people have in- 

accurately. and imperfectly preserved the medicinal lore of past 

times, when thé herbalist was the popular doctor. Occasionally 

you may still meet with an old woman who knows the virtues of 

plants, and collects roadside weeds;-out of which to make extracts 

and drinks to cure various diseases. Village herbalists dress wounds 

and scars with the leaves of the houseleek, apply those of the burdock 

to rheumatic limbs, give a decoction of dandelion as a tonic, arid 

possess other knowledge handed down from mother to daughter. 

Many of the older-fashioned folk believe implicitly in these cures. 

Unfortunately, however, they have forgotten the names by which 

plants used to be known, and cannot be sure of identifying them. 

Besides this source of error,it is probable that a cottage boy’s 

appetite is keener and less discriminating than that of those who 

have never known what itis to stop eating-beforé being satisfied. 

At any rate accidents of this kind occur most frequently with the 

poor. To avoid making a mistake the only effectual plan is to eat 
nothing which you do not know to be wholesome. A very brief 

account of some of the most common causes of accident will serve 

to show the necessity of the rule,
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Tue YEw 

This tree is too well known to need description. Its dark shade 
has long been associated with the churchyard, and on not a few 
estates there is a yew as old as the family it belongs to. Some in 
the New Forest and the Forest of Dean can be traced beck to the 
time of William the Conqueror. Accidents frequently oceur from 

  
Fic. 196.— FLrowrr anp Berries or YEw 

eating the leaves, especially in the case of cattle, which die in a few 
hours after cropping them. Children are not very likely to eat the 

foliage of their own. accord, but there.is a rural superstition that 

yew leaves are not hurtful when fresh, and are good: for worms. 

One mournful instance is on record, when a tablespoonful was 

given for this purpose to three children, aged respectively five, four,
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and three. They all died in great pain. No doubt in late September 
or October you have seen the bright scarlet berries. They are 
open at the top, and do not quite cover the hard stone in which the 

seed is contained. They are commonly eaten, and have a sweet, 
watery taste. Two or three do no harm, but many deaths have 
occurred from eating a quantity. Vomiting, purging, cold feet, and 
dilated pupils are some among the more striking effects produced. 
Even if there be a partial recovery from the immediate effect of 
poisoning, inflammation of the bowels often follows. 

Tue Priver 

The privet is frequently used to form a hedgerow for gardens, 
orchards, and fields. Sometimes, too, when a hawthorn fence has 

  
Fre. 197.--Tue Priver 
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gaps in it this rapidly growing bush is used to fill them up. In 

shrubberies it is often found growing by itself. The dark un- 
wholesomie-looking berries are not very tempting’ to look at, and 

are probably ‘not.often eaten. As birds eat them in winter-time, 

one would think they cannot: be very. deadly. Still, they have 

been described as poisonous to children, and though accidents from 
eating thém have not been numerous, there is proof that they have 
been the cause of death. © : ‘ 

Tue Laspurnum 

Nothing in springtime is more beautiful than the laburnum, when 
its small leaves are- rendered almost invisible by its blaze of yellow 

  

Fie. 198.—Lanurnom 

pendulous flowers. But whoever imagines that a tree so delightful 
to the eye must be equally delightful to the palate will be wofully
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disappointed. Every part of this tree—wood, bark, tuliaga, flowers, 
and.séeds—is noxious in the extreme. . Once a young lad, a servant 
in a gentleman’s house, as a foolish practical joke on a female. 
servant, put some dry laburnum bark into the broth being prepared 
for their dinner, expecting that it would do nothing worse than 
make her vomit. She did not die, but after showing painful 
symptoms of poisoning, fell into an illness, from which she did not 
recover for more than a year after. On several occasions children 
have died, or been forced to undergo great suffering by eating 
laburnum pods and seeds in early autumn, and also from eating 
the flowers.in’ spring. In most of these accidents the sufferers 
have been ‘very young—three or four years old, perhaps—and just 
beginning to toddle about. At that age boys have a tendency to 
put whatever pleases them into the mouth. Those who are older, 
even when they are not likely to fall into such a mistake them- 
selves, ought to keep an eye on any little brother or sister who has 
not yet attained sense enough to discriminate between what is and 
what is not injurious. 

Tue ELper 

The elder which, in old Scottish ballads, is called the bour 
tree, or bower tree, because it was commonly planted close. to the 
garden summer-house, is rather a favourite with some boys. Very 
erroneous notions prevail in regard to elder. Some people imagine 

there is a healing virtue in the roots, and a case is on record of a 
man innocently killing his wife by inducing her to take two table- 
spoonfuls of the juice of elder root to cure a slight illness of which 
she complained. Others think the black ripe berries poisonous, 

which they are not. Birds are nearly as fond of them as they are 
of rowan berries, and the elder bushes in the hedgerow dre fix'st to 
be cleared of fruit in autumn. They are sometimes made into 
elderberry wine, which used to be considered a farmhouse deli¢acy. 
Children eat them, but there is no other fruit which so quickly 

gives them a sense of having had enough, and if they persist beyond 
this point more promptly creates nausea. The leaves and flowexs 
act as an irritant poison. When working with the wood or branches 
of this tree, therefore, care should be taken not to place any of them 
in the mouth or chew them. And the fruit, though it can hardly
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be termed an active poison, is certainly unwholesome, particularly 
if taken in large quantities. The elder in every way is a treacherous 
_bush, 

  
Fre. 199.—Enper 

Tue HeEmiock 

Luckily the reputation of this noxious plant is as widespread as 
its appearance is familiar. Everybody has seen it growing on the 
roadsides or on heaps of rubbish, and the story of Socrates, who, 
when obliged to choose a means of death, elected to die by drinking - 
hemlock, has at least made it generally known as a poison. Yet 
familiar as are its green hollow stalk and white flowers, it is fre- 
quently the cause of accidents, though these occur more commonly 
with grown-up people than with children. On several occasions its 
roots have been eaten in mistake for parsnips. Several very extra-
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Fre. 200.—Hemnock 

ordinary examples are described in the medical books.’ One is of 
two monks who, after as they thought eating parstiips, went mid?
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with delirium,. and fancying they were swans, threw themselves 
into the water. They did not die, but for three years afterwards 
they were afflicted with palsy and great pain, Another refers to a 
party of convicts at Woolwich who fell into the same error. Four 

  
Fic. 201.—Foon's Parsnry 

died in great pain; and ten who had not eaten so freely underwent 
much suffering, but managed to recover. The hemlock has a fetid, 
nasty odour, that would probably deter anyone from eating the 
leaves..or flowers. In addition to the common plant there are 
several.others related to it which are also poisonous.
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Fool's parsley, frequently seen growing on the borders of fields, 

ig.the most familiar. The water hemlock grows more freely in 

Scotland than in England. Both it and the water dropwort have 

  
Fi. 202.—WarErwort 

frequently caused very serious accidents. In this connection it 
may be as well to point out that poisoning has occurred more than 
once by the water parsnip being mistaken for watercress by 
gatherers of that plant. 

Deadly as is the effect of hemlock, it is, as was said before, less 
perilous to children than plants.of a more attractive appearance. 
Where they have suffered from it this has generally been due to a 
mistake on the part of their elders, as in the case of the woman 
who accidentally poisoned her two children by putting fool's parsley



346 COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR. BOYS 

in their soup under the misapprehension that it was ordinary 
garden parsley.. By knowing exactly the nature of these plants 

yot'may perliaps be-able to prevent a calamity of this kind by 

explaining to anyone who is in danger of falling into error. Noone 
would wilfully and knowingly eat hemlock. But if you examine 
the roots you will’ not wonder that it has been taken for a small 

- parsnip. 

Merapow Sarrron AND WuHItTE HELLEBORE 

On the meadow land of our midland counties the colchicum, 

or meadow saffron, sometimes erroneously called the wild crocus 
in popular language, comes into flower in autumn. Its purple 

bloom, which appears as a stem without leaves, is not unlike that 
of the crocus. A colehicum which has become double is grown in 
garden borders. The leaves of tle meadow saffron come in spring. 

  

Fig. 203.—Roor or Hemuock 

It is a very noxious.plant, and injures stock that happen to graze 
it. Very often it has caused death to human beings; in a few 
instances through the seeds having been carelessly eaten. 

Local. herbalists use it medicinally, just as they recommend the
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decoction made of one of its kindred, the white hellebore, as a cure 

for worms. Taken for this purpose it has proved fatal to children. 

  
Fic. 204.-—HELLEBORE 

Meadow saffron and hellebore are as unlikely to be eaten, by a boy 

in his senses as hemlock itself.
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Tue Deapty NicuTsHapE AND BITTERSWEET 

The deadly nightshade is perhaps the most dangerous of all the 

plants found in English fields. Comparatively few people are able 

to identify it. They assert they are familiar with it, but in nine 
cases out of ten they mistake the woody nightshade or bittersweet 

  

Fie. 205.—Brrrersweet ann Berrizs 

of our hedges for it. Although the two are not identical it should 
be recollected that both are very poisonous. In our hedgerows the 
bittersweet is one of the most familiar plants. The flower which 
appears in spring bear's a close resemblance to that of the common 
potato, while its bright red berries form a beautiful ornament to the 
autumn hedgerows. They are tempting and eatable in appearance,
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but this is deceptive, as they are very poisonous, as will soon be found 

out by anyone foolish enough to try them. 

The deadly nightshade grows in the shape of a bush about two 

feet high, and is met with in the neighbourhood of towns, and 

growing in hedges and among ruins, or on an old wall. But in many 

districts the plant has been exterminated, on account of its dangerous 

properties. In spring it produces a bell-shaped flower of a size 

rather larger than the harebell, and dark purple in colour. The 

berry is a very tempting one, of a shining purple black. It is rather 

sweet, and by no means unpleasant to taste. Fatal accidents occur 

more frequently from eating this than from. eating any other poison- 

ous English berry. One effect of it is to dilate the pupil of the eye, 

and women have been accustomed to take small doses under the 

  
Fira. 206.—BEnnaponna 

impression that it rendered them more beautiful. Hence the name 

‘Belladonna,’ or fair lady, by which it is sometimes known. In
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country districts you will often hear it spoken of as dwale, which is 
a corruption of the French word dewil, meaning grief, a term that 
speaks eloquently of its effect. In botany it is termed Atropa 

Belladonna—Atropos, as you know, being one of the three Fates, 

Hardly a season passes without some accident from eating this 
deadly fruit being recorded in the newspapers, so that it is hardly 

necessary to repeat any of the pathetic stories told of the harm it 
has done. When you are quite sure of being able to identify the 
plant, you may do something toward preventing its doing injury 
by pulling it up by the roots, or at least destroying the flowers or 

fruit. It has its uses, no doubt; indeed, its medicinal value is great, 

but the chemists and doctors would be the last to desire that it 
should grow within reach of little children. Luckily, it is not such 
@ common plant as the bittersweet, and on the principle that pre- 
vention is better than cure, the best precaution against its doing 
harm is to pull up the plant, and so make an end of it. 

Tur FoxGLove 

This tall graceful weed is a great favourite with those who gather 
wild flowers, and is very widely distributed over waste, and wayside, 
and moorland. Its botanical name is digitalis, and a very powerful 
medicine known by that term is obtained from it. Unfortunately, 
quack doctors and some country herbalists know this, and frequently 
make the mistake of administering too strong a dose of the infusion 
made from it. The leaves are the most poisonous part, and it is to 
be hoped you will never make the mistake of putting them in your 
mouth. These hoary green leaves, it should be remembered, remain 
all winter in sheltered spots. The flower stalks generally begin to 
rise after midsummer is past. 

Bryony 

The white bryony and the black bryony are two very different 
plants; although they happen to bear the same name, which was 
probably given them because both bear beautiful red berries in 
autumn. In each the fruit is unwholesome, and produces sickness 
and vomiting in any child who eats it. The white bryony frequently 
goes under the name of the wild vine, and may be commonly seen
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clambering up hedges and trees, but is most conspicuous when its 
bright coloured fruit is ripe. The small faint green flowers come in 

May, and unless specially looked for are likely to pass unnoticed. 

The black bryony is also very abundant in our woods and hedges. 
You may know it from the other in this way.. The white bryony 

  
Fie. 208.—Brack Bryony’ 

has tendrils with which it clings to the hawthorn or other plant, up 
which it climbs, but the black bryony twines its way up without the 
use of tendrils. Also the leaves of the white bryony are rough, those 
of the black bryony smooth and shining. Rustic herbalists extract 
a juice from the white bryony, which they apply to black eyes and 
other bruises, but is not considered to be safe by doctors. If you
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need advice after an accident, it is better to apply to a properly 

qualified medical man than to adopt the devices of village leech- 

craft. 
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Fic. 209.—Wuirr Bryony 

RANUNCULUS 

Perhaps while wandering across the meadows in spring you have 

unconsciously put a leaf of buttercup in your mouth, and. quickly 
experienced its acid, blistering taste. There areno fewer than fifteen 
different species of ranunculus in these islands, and all, except one, 

are more or less poisonous. You have, I am sure, for every country 

boy has, gathered the marsh marigold, which, as Lord Tennyson says, 

‘glows like fire in swamps and hollows gray.’ Well, it is a virulent 
poison. A great doctor tells a very sad story about it. Five poor 

people were reduced to such horrible poverty that they had nothing 
to eat except such wild herbs as could be picked in the fields. 
Among others they ate the marsh marigold, and were immediately 
seized with pain and sickness. hey were eventually cured, but not 

AA
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till after a very long illness. The only ranunculus of which any 

good can be said from this point of view is the water .crowfoot. 

  
Fig. 211.—Warer Crowroot
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Cows and pigs, though they avoid its relations, eat this with relish, 
and thrive so well on it that in Hampshire men go out in boats and 

collect it for them. 

Lorps AND LapisEs 

Here we have another welcome flower of spring, that is at the 
same time a deadly poison. It is also called arum, wake robin, and 

  

Fie. 212.Lorps anp Lapres 

cuckoo pint. Often you will find it pushing its way up before any 
but the hardiest plants have recovered from their winter sleep. 
First come the arrow-shaped leaves, then the green spathe with its 

AAQ
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purple column, and lastly the berries, green at first, but bright red 

in October. They are really not tempting in appearance, though a 

young child might be led to cat them by the pretty colour. I never 

see them without thinking of witchcraft, magical potions, slow 
poisons, and incantations, flourishing as they do uncannily by them- 

selves long after every leaf of the plant is dead. 

ABOUT OTHER PoIsoNns 

I trust the reader will bear in mind that no attempt has been 

made here to give an exhaustive list of British poisonous plants, but 

only to direct attention to a few of the more common, so that you 

may understand the peril which attends on the too common habit, 

especially among town children when they first come to reside in 

the country, of putting everything that looks eatable into the mouth. 

There are many plants other than those here alluded to, the leaves, 

root, or berries of which produce an injurious effect, and the per- 

nicious effects of some—as, for example, the poppy-—are like their 

appearance so unmistakable it has not been deemed necessary to 

give a particular account of them. But, on the other hand, not one 

will hurt you if you do not touch it, so that by refraining from doing 

so you adopt an infallible method of preventing accidents. 

Supposing you meet with an unfamiliar plant or berry there can 

be no doubt that it is almost an act of insanity to eat it before you 
have ascertained its character, either by consulting a well-informed 
companion or looking at a book. By carefulness in this respect, not 

only are you likely to avoid serious mishap to yourself, but you will 

be able to prevent very young or foolish persons from falling into 

error. 

FuNGI 

You should be very careful about eating fung: picked up in your 

wanderings, especially all that have extremely vivid green and scarlet 

blotches, are of a bright unusual colour, give forth an evil odour, and 

those that change their hue when broken up. It is not possible to 
give you very brief, simple, and plain directions for knowing the 

_ eatable from the poisonous fungi. Unless you are very familiar with 

the common mushroom, and easily able to recognise it, one can only
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Fie. 213.—Popry
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advise you to leave them alone. Even those collecting or studying 
them ought to be cautious, and much more so those who gather them 
only for purposes of amusement. One, as you know, burns like a 
slow match, and another makes a good strop for sharpening a knife 
or razor. No difficulty will be found in recognising those figured in 
the illustration.



  

  
Ita. 214.—Funar 

A. Agaricus muscartus—poisonous red fungi. 
‘B. Crested agaricus. C. Birds’-nest peziza, 
D, Agaricus fascieularis—grows on ead wood, gate-posts, se, 

BE, IMdible mushroom.
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CHAPTER XIIT 

IN SNOW AND ICE 

Tue STORM 

THERE is no operation of nature which it is not interesting and. 
pleasant to watch. How eagerly does one welcome the first flowers 

of spring as they come stealing out while the winter still lingers— 
the pure white snowdrop, the yellow crocus, the pale primrose, the 

sweet violet. Gradually, as the year advances, all the bare earth 

becomes green and fragrant again. But when summer is past a 
great displenishing takes place. Every sharp frost of autumn 
shrivels wp more and more of the hardy lingering stalks and tendrils 
and flowers, and the strong cold gales hurl down the leaves and com- 
plete the work of destruction till all the landscape is desolate. Yet 
each change and season brings its own peculiar pleasure and to a 

‘boy in robust health a hard winter is by no means dreary. 
Looking out from the window of a warm room he welcomes 

with delight the first great’snowfall of the year. Very possibly he 
may have lain awake to listen to the keen and bitter north wind, 
that all night long made a howling and moaning noise among the 
buildings and tree-tops. ‘It is cold enough for snow,’ some one 
with blue fingers says at breakfast, and sure enough the meal is not 
done before one or two dancing wavering flakes are seen to be 
driven about by the wind. They are followed by others and others 
again, till the air.is thickened and darkened with a swift shower of 
broad wet snowflakes. A distant hill covered with a black copse 
becomes invisible. It is a blinding snowstorm. Probably thie 
wind subsides now, but the shower settles into a heavy fall of snow. 
The anxiety then is as to whether it will lie or not. Earlier in the 
year the young people were grievously disappointed, their elders sin- 
cerely glad, to find that the promise (or threat) of a storm was not
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kept. No sooner did the snow touch the ground than it vanished. 
It might as well have been mere rain, except that it made rather 

more slush and discomfort. ‘ Will it again prove a fraud?’ is the 

question of questions. Certainly it is extremely soft, and appears 
ready to melt at the slightest provocation, and the thermometer is 

just at the freezing point, and that is all. About mid-day, however, 
some old rheumatic man who likes neither frost nor snow is observed 
to shake his head dolefully. The fall has for the moment ceased, and 
the grey dusky sky has resolved itself into clouds, between which are 
patches of clear blue. ‘We are in for a hard storm,’ grumbles the 

aged weather prophet dolorously. The snow, as is speedily discovered, 
is becoming dry, the temperature is falling, and we are at the 

beginning of a long frost. 

FEEDING THE Birps 

Now, before dealing with the pleasures of such a time, it will be 

well to say a word about its duties—and they are duties, remember— 

although there is no reason why they should not be pleasures, and 
very real pleasures also. 

In the cottages round about there are certain to be aged and 
infirm, or very poor people who lack fuel and food and clothes. 
You will, I am sure, be glad to scamper along the lanes and carry 
anything your elders may wish to send, or report any unusual dis- 
tress that may be discovered. Although it is not within your power 
to do much on your own account still those who are suffering will 
greatly esteem a little sympathy and attention. Your own pleasures 
will be enjoyed with greater zest if you are always cheerfully 
ready to lay them aside in order to do what little you can for the 
distressed. ; 

Then the birds should not be forgotten. During prolonged hard 
weather they are subject to very dreadful privations. A covering 
of snow, especially if, as often happens, it has been soft at first and 
then frozen into a hard crust, shuts the birds out from the soil 

whence most of them draw their food. Many that hardly at any 
other time leave the woodlands now approach human dwellings. 

Even gulls and other sea birds, finding that the cold has forced 
the small fish down to the warmer depths, may at such times be seen 
hovering about a house. The common birds—sparrows, robins, chaf- 
finches, liedge-sparrows, blackbirds, and thrushes—throng the lawn
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and garden. If the snow be swept well away from a space in front of 

the window, and a good supply of crumbs scattered, numbers will 

flock to it, and the way they fight and squabble for the food is 

highly amusing. Among the crowd will be noted many a curious 

stranger whose identification may perhaps puzzle you for a little. 

At the root of the nearest tree a space may be cleared for the larger 

birds. Rooks will come very readily. They are often very near 

starvation point during a long frost, and so weak that the slightest 

blow kills them. It is then they injure the farmer most, for 

they go to the turnip fields, and thrusting their strong beaks into 
‘the roots extract the foods Buta turnip, although it will stand a 

good deal of frost when unbroken, rots and is quickly spoiled after a 

hole has been made in it. They also visit the stackyard, if per- 

mitted, and make great openings in the ricks to get at the corn. 

Usually, however, at such a time, there are several idle men about 

a farm, and some of them take out their guns and make short 

work of the marauders. It is worth while to make a large 

collection of mast and acorns in autumn for the pleasure of giving 

them to the birds in hard weather. When this is done wild pigeons, 

doves, jays, and even pies will come for a share, growing tamer 

every day as long as the frost continues. 

Nor must you forget to make special provision for tits. The 

best method is to hang a marrow bone, a piece of suet, or even a lump 

of fat meat by a string to a moderately high branch. So many 

curious acrobatic motions do they perform in eating this, that to 

watch them is a great amusement in itself. How to entice water- 

birds to come and feed with the poultry has already been explained. 

It will take no long time to attend to these matters, and the refuse 

from the table will amply suffice for nearly all purposes. Water 

may also be provided in a shallow vessel. If placed beside the food 

and given warm, so that it will not.freeze too quickly, the birds 

will quaff it eagerly. Most of their usual drinking fountains now 

are closed. 

To the neighbourhood of a quiet house many other creatures are 

drawn in snow-time. You will not, I am sure, forget to lay out 

some nuts for the squirrels. Rabbits and hares may not venture 

very close in the daytime, but at night they come to places where 

you would never expect to find them. After a fresh fall of snow 

it is most interesting to try to decipher the various foot-prints left 

by such visitors. To give you long and minute directions about 

this is beyond my scope here, but one or two hints may be useful,
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There is one very important difference in the manner in which 
animals use their feet. Watch your tame squirrel going across the 
room. His feet seem incapable of moving, unless a pair go together. 

At his slowest pace he lifts both of his front paws simultaneously. 

One who has watched its motions carefully can by the ear alone tell 

by the patter when a squirrel is crossing a room. It cannot trot 

like a cat which, besides, moves noiselessly. A big rat, however, is 

as loud, only it trots. Again, you have noticed that some birds, 

as the jay for instance, progress by hopping, 4.¢e., they move both 

feet together, but others, such as the waterhen, run. Now this 

difference results in two different classes of foot-print. By watching 
the opposite kinds of creatures moving and then examining the 

marks they have left, you will soon get into the way of distinguishing 

the one from the other. 
Some creatures, again, have 4 peculiarity in the foot that leaves 

a recognisable impression. You may test this by going where a lark 
has been seen walking in the snow—a very common sight, for this 
bird suffers much and, therefore, often approaches dwellings when 
the ground is frost-bound. The mark of its long heel is unmistak- 
able. 

The carnivora often leave indubitable marks of their presence. 

If blood is shed on the bare earth it is very difficult indeed to find 

any trace of it in a short time, for the soil darkens and absorbs it. 

Snow is more of a tale-bearer. Let the slightest drop fall and sully 
it, not only is the place red where it falls as long as the frost 
continues, but a wide circle of bright pink is formed all round as 

far as the receptive material has absorbed it. And as the blood of 

a newly-killed animal is very warm, the extent is considerable. 
When a weasel kills a shrew or field-mouse very little blood is spilt 

and yet the snow, you will find, bears marks of a miniature tragedy. 
Tf the same creature has been after a rabbit, the body of the victim 
may often be found lying stiff and cold, for the weasel cannot eat it, 
but only sucks its blood. 

As the softer animals that are preyed upon venture as little as 

they can out of cover and shelter in hard weather, the stronger 

carnivora, though their appetites are sharpened by the cold, find it 

difficult to obtain their usual food. When a fox goes out on the 

prowl, it is not easy for him to get rabbits, because these creatures 

prefer their burrows, and will not venture out except under an im- 

“perious demand for food. So Reynard, desperate and starving, 

ventures to the hen-roost in defiance of dogs and men alike. "Where
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he has been you can tell easily by the heaps of remains, for in such 

weather he devours on the spot, instead of carrying the plunder 

home to his den. But if you are curious to know of his wanderings, 

where he came from, what he did and by what route he sools his 

departure, it is all mapped out on the soft snow. 

The sparrow-hawk is equally fierce and ravenous, for large birds 

and small have either retired to the very heart of the woodlands or 

have come for safety to the gardens and shrubberies, where they 

hang about when the crumbs are all eaten. In the coldest weather 

he is very likely to dash through the window at your canaries or 

other pet birds. In bloodstains and feathers the marks of his fell 

presence will often be discovered quite close to the house. 

But after all there is no enemy of the birds so cruel as the frost 

itself. If you know their favourite perches it will be worth while to 

walk round them every morning. Some, it will be seen, have fallen 

in the snow, killed with cold and hunger ; others are hard frozen by 

the feet, so hard that their dead bodies remain while the frost 

lasts, and come tumbling down at the first thaw. Winter is a ter- 

rible time for wild life, and though the results will naturally pain 

you it is still advisable that you should be able to discern its dread 

handiwork. After doing that it is impossible to refrain from 

attempting what little one can to alleviate the general misery. 

GATHERING THE MISTLETOE 

Our old-fashioned Christmas does not always come to us in a 

white garment, but it does so often enough to make us associate the 

gathering of mistletoe with pleasant memories of frozen brooks and 

snowdrifis. Those who live in the North or Midlands are so unfor- 

tunate as to depend for their supply on the kindness of friends or the 

prosaic greengrocers, but in the South or West of England mistletoe 

iscommon. You know, I dare say, that it is a parasite—that is, it 

does not grow directly out of the ground, but from the bark of some 

other tree. On mossy old crab-apples it may often be found, and also 

on the hawthorn, the oak, and various other trees. Perhaps you 

have read how ceremoniously the ancient Druids used to cut it with 

golden scissors, but your own equipment need only be simple. A 

basket is best for carrying it, so that the boughs may not be rumpled 

and crushed or the berries knocked off, and a pocket-knife or pair 

of stray shears are needed to snip it, for when the plants are
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  roughly pulled off they do not grow again. In earlier rambles the 
mistletoe has been probably noticed in a state of growth, and the 
flowers may have been seen late in spring. The wild unfrequented 
places are generally the least likely to be disappointing, because 
mistletoe having a market value it is apt when found in frequented 

localities to be gathered for sale earlier than you would think of 
going for it. In itself the operation is very simple, but anticipations 
of Christmas seldom fail to lend ita charm all its:own. And a 
bunch gathered after a ramble on some fine frosty day over fields 
laid with crisp and frozen snow seems more worthy of its time- 
honoured place above the door than one purchased in a shop. 

Tue Snow-Man 

Unless you are of weakly constitution it is a great mistake to 
stay Indoors in snowy weather. King Frost,as we know him in 

this country, has few terrors for those who face: him. Against 
merriment and activity all his threats are harmless. The first bit 

of fun connected with a snowstorm is usually the erection of a 
snow-man. This is an essential part of the programme, and old and 
young would be equally disappointed at its omission. Everybody 
learns to make a snow-man by instinct, I think. Of course the best 
time is immediately after a heavy fall of snow (the heavier the 
better), while it is still soft. You begin by rolling a little ball of 
snow, which increases in weight with every revolution, since a por- 
tion of all it passes over sticks to its surface. But if you start high 

up on a steep hillside deeply clothed with snow, then you will get a 

splendid accumulation with comparatively little exertion, for the 
ball rolls down almost of itself, and assumes the form of a small 
avalanche before it reaches the bottom. Only if the hill is too 
steep and the snow a little dry, and perhaps drifted in places so that 
bare patches have to be crossed, then the promising ball may be 
smashed up and the first attempt turn outa failure. A heavy wind- 
less fall produces the most suitable snow for the purpose. 

Having got your material together, the next thing is to transform 

it into the desired shape. With alight spade or trowel it is quite 
easy to cut and build the solid mass into a column as high as you 
like. Then with afew bold and masterly touches you shape the top 
into a head and neck, and make the lower part into as good a 
travesty of a man’s body as can be done without making it fragile.



    For it has to be 
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aimed at than correctness and finish. Nor, to speak the truth, 
does one feel inclined to hesitate over niceties when the thermo- 
moter approaches zero, and the snow is hardening in the grasp. 
The nose, however, is a characteristic part of the performance, 

and must be well developed. Seen-from a little distance two 
bits of coal are not bad representatives of eyes, and help to give an 
ogre-like appearance to the figure, which only requires one other 
touch to be complete. This is a short tobacco pipe in its mouth. 
Without his pipe the snow-man is naught. By his method of 
adjusting it the sculptor will reveal either his genius or the want 
of it. ‘ 

When a snowball is rolled downhill, it generally happens that 
the snow-man has’ to be made where it stops, for the simple reason 
that you cannot move it any further, but if you make one near the 
house, and collect several balls of snow, or even carry it in baskets 
and shovels and wheelbarrows for the purpose, then it is best to 
choose a very shady spot by a wall or hedgerow. And when a 
substantial man has been set up in such a position as that, it is 
wonderful how long he will withstand the influences of thaw. A 
well-made snow-man has been known to endure from the Christmas 
to the Easter holidays, so well was he built, so cunningly placed 
and so slowly did he waste away. 

SNOWBALLING 

Whether the tobacco pipe was originally placed in the snow- 
man’s mouth for the purpose of ornament and artistic finish, or to 
serve afterwards as a target for snowballers, is a question for anti- 
quaries. Certainly it very often has to fulfil the latter purpose, 
and it takes a pretty shot to knock it clean away without striking 
the face. Even if you are too proud of your masterpiece to subject 
it to such an indignity, however, the delight of snowballing some- 
thing or somebody is not one to be lightly foregone. As a pure 
matter of comfort it is better than staying indoors, coddling yourself 
over a fire, and not becoming very happy at the end. No doubt 
you may feel a little chilly when first you emerge from a warm 
room into the freezing open, and the first handful of snow seems to 
numb your fingers. But ere you have made and aimed a dozen 
balls this is no longer felt, and is succeeded by a pleasant tingle of 
warmth ; a healthy glow comes upon your cheeks, and altogether you 

BB2
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are ever so much happier than you would be indoors. I do not 

think you will need any directions about making a snowball, but 

with whom to go to battle or whom to assail is a different matter. 

At school there is no difficulty, for sides can be formed, fortifications 

and other games played at, and one can be nothing but active. 

Even at home, however, and when you have no play companions, 

there will not be much trouble in finding somebody to engage with, 

or who will enjoy a good pelting. Snow brings with it a sort of 

general license and a sense of carnival. Many grave and reverend 

signiors with whom you dare take no liberty at any other time, 

though they may dread it obviously expect a snowball, and when 

this is the case it is a pity to disappoint them. Still, in your funit 

is well to remember that some of those who are older by far than 

you, and yet are not classed properly among the aged, may shrink 

from snow on account of weakness or infirmity. Bearing this in 

mind, it will be best to devote your attention to the young and 

vigorous, more especially to such as are able and willing to retwn 

the compliment with interest. Nearly all servant maids like to be . 

snowballed, but if they catch you and rub your face with snow— 

one of their favourite revenges—why you must remember it is alla 

part of the game. 

 



CHAPTER XIV 

SKATING 

Tus is more the amusement of a set day than sliding. The 
latter often comes accidentally. On a hard, clear morning in the 
Christmas holidays, a boy goes off to visit some old mossy crab- 
apple tree, on which the mistletoe grows, or is inclined for a general 
rainble across field and woodland, but accidentally falls upon a 
splendid slide, and can go no further till he has skimmed several 
times up and down it. At another place, two or three of his 
acquaintances, all very mirthful and rosy, are gleefully engaged in 
‘keeping the pot boiling,’ and he must join them, and linger till 
‘something occurs to jog his memory and induce him to move on 
again. Sliding may be quite casual and accidental, but when one 
goes out to skate, it is usual to mean that and nothing more. 

  

      

  

    

  

Fre. 217.-- Ronner-Sxare 

Skating is rather more difficult to begin than sliding, but is every 
bitas easy, as soon as the preliminary obstacles have been surmoun- 
ted. These may be partially overcome by skating in summer with
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roller-skates. As in both pastimes a similar attitude has to be 
maintained, and the management of the one is conducted on the 
same principles as that of the other, the roller-skate forms no un- 
suitable introduction to the finer art of skating on ice. The pace is 
different, but if you have learned to maintain your balance with 
roller-skates, it will help you to do as much with the others. And 
an obvious advantage is that you may obtain practice in all sorts of 
weather. 

For a beginner on the ice the choice of skates is a matter of 
great weight and importance. Several kinds are sold, but in 
practice it will often occur that the first essay is made with an old 
pair belonging to a friend or elder brother, and for some reasons 
this is a very good plan. A nervous boy will feel at home much 
more quickly on a pair of old skates than on those which are new 
and keen. There need be little apprehension that a bad style will 
be learned merely because the first skates are rather old-fashioned. 
And when you come to buy a pair every bit of experience gained 

will be found of value. If you have an elder brother who skates 
then you may consider yourself lucky and trust entirely to his 
guidance. Our object here will not be so much to perfect or supple- 
ment such homely and practical advice as to help that boy to make 
a start who is left to his own devices and has to buy and learn 
without a tutor. It is not a disagreeable method since it is attended 
with the fine pleasure of doing a thing for oneself. 

Tue. SKATES 

Winter arriving, and with it a prospect of ice, the purchase 
ought to be effected in good time so that the fullest advantage may 
be taken of the frost. The shopkeeper will probably display a con- 
siderable variety of skates and it may be as well to determine before- 
hand in your own mind the kind to be bought. In a first pair there 
are two qualities which should be insisted on. First and foremost 
the skate ought to be secure. There should be no doubt but that its 
fastenings will hold firmly and strongly under any ordinary usage. 
Secondly it is of immense advantage to have a skate easily put on 
and taken off. ‘When these conditions are fulfilled the extent of 
your purse will probably decide the quality, but the best are gene- 

rally the cheapest in the long run. It would be difficult to find 

anything capable of beating some of the latest and most highly
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improved forms of the ‘Acme’ in these respects, but should that 
from any cause be unattainable, the old wooden shape, fastened with 

       

   
        
  
        

  

Fie. 218.—A Superior Sxare 

screw and strap, will serve the purpose equally well, except that it 

involves more bother of one kind and another. Still it will do quite 
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nicely for a beginner, and has the merit of costing little. Get the 
best you can procure, but should that not be the absolute best in the 
market, then you must try to make up in skill what is lacking in 
the appliance. 

Tue Ice 

There are some boys of a shy and proud disposition who detest, 
above all things, to be seen learning a new art, and making them- 
selves ridiculous before companions, while others do not mind it 
at all, but simply laugh at their tumbles and failures. The latter 
probably get on more quickly, and there may be some disposition 
to ridicule the former or argue them out of their super-sensitiveness. 
But ‘this is both unfair and useless. A boy is not responsible for 
his disposition, and if he chooses to learn skating in seclusion and 
not attempt to perform before witnesses till he can acquit himself
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creditably, there is a-great deal to be said for his point of view. 
But it will be necessary for him to be doubly careful as to the ice 
chosen for the purpose. In rural parts of England during a very 
hard frost there are hundreds of acres of ice that never receive the 
mark of a skate. Thus he need experience no difficulty in finding 
a suitable sheet of ice. But he ought to be doubly cautious about 
venturing on any that is not absolutely safe. All waters do not 
freeze at the same temperature as shown by the thermometer. In 
England there are ponds and river-pools that have not been known 
to freeze under any conditions. Where this is so the cause will 
often be found to be that the water bubbles up from very deep 
springs. The effects of a frost are not felt very far down. In one 
ease of which I know the water in a pond fed by a deep spring 
from chalky rock remains during the most exceptional frosts at a 

_ temperature of about 52° Fahrenheit. Before flowing away it is 
not exposed to the atmosphere sufficiently long to be reduced to the 
freezing-point, and so the spot always remains open. Similar 
places often occur in rivers. They are most treacherous when the 
springs not being quite so deep or the water having a larger ex- 
posure they take on a very thin coat of ice. For this reason it is 
best to choose a place, if possible, where somebody has been skating 
before, or at all events which has in previous frosts been a resort of 
skaters. If the ice appears to have been consistently avoided by 
those familiar with the locality the most ordinary prudence will tell 
the solitary skater to give it a wide berth. By no means place 
confidence in your powers of swimming as you will find there is an 
immense difference between enjoying the exercise in midsummer 
and battling for your life amid ice and the cold chilling water 
underneath. 

The old skating proverb is ‘Cracks it bears: bends it breaks,’ 
and that was originally in all likelihood the result of a solitary 
skater’s experience, for if ice begins to crack under the weight of a 
large company, the ancient saw is not unlikely to be falsified. -One 
could give a great many hints as to the various signs by which the 
security of white ice and black ice may be judged, but the rule of 
most practical application is this: Never be the first to venture on 
ice, unless assured after inquiry from older and trustworthy persons 
that it is certain to bear your weight without peril. Even then 
some caution may be necessary if the midday sun is strong or a 
thaw appears to have set in. The novice possessed with the laud- 
able ambition of teaching himself how to skate will do well to seek
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out a shallow pond immersion in which cannot possibly be attended 

by any danger greater than that of a ducking. Many such ponds 

ave formed by the rains of autumn and early winter and dry up 

annually when summer comes. 

It is hardly necessary to say that the foregoing remarks are in-: 

tended only for the beginner. Anyone who can skate will have a 

far wider choice. He may like the fun of a crowd and find his best 

enjoyment on a small sheet of ice which is a popular favourite and 

where the skaters are so numerous that a spectator wonders how 

they avoid bumping one another; he may prefer to be one ofa 

hundred or so in the middle of fens so wide and extensive that the 

first impression made on any observer of the frosty landscape is 

that there are some half dozen isolated individuals moving on the 

ice; or lastly, he may delight in a long journey by himself along 

some hard frozen river or canal. i 

THE BEGINNING 

In skating the firs: moment is the most critical, and many a 

severe bump has been received during the early attempts, of which 

an unsympathetic world has received no account. Still it need not 

be assumed that bad falls are perfectly inevitable. On the contrary, 

a boy who unites a fair amount of courage and boldness with an 

intelligent perception of the leading ideas of the art is very likely 

to escape without anything of the kind happening. Let us suppose 

that he has got his skates on and that their buckles and fastenings 

are thoroughly secured to boots which in their turn are well and 

carefully laced. If a little timid he has probably arranged all this 

on the crisp hard-frozen turf and rather shrinks from making any 

but very half-hearted and tentative approaches to the ice. Now 

this is a great mistake. He would learn all about it much sooner 

by putting a bold face on and meeting the difficulty. Someone has 

said that the art of riding to hounds largely consists of the knack 

of falling easily. If you are really afraid of a tumble a great point 

is to ensure that it will not be a bad one. Now a really severe 

fall is nearly always backward and the back of your head comes 

info very sharp contact with the ice; forward fall not once in a 

hundred times does any damage, because you instinctively break 

it by putting out your hands. Evidently then it is sound policy to 

keep your body always inclined a little forward, If you could
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maintain that attitude is would be impossible for the back part of 
your cranium to come into contact with the ice. For some minutes 
after starting your feet seem to have rebelled against your command, 
and develop a most uncomfortable tendency to go off at their own 
sweet will. First one slips, then as you make a frantic attempt 
to recover off goes the other, if you are nervous you lose your 
head and after some wild rocking and sprawling, the skates seem 
to run away with your legs and in spite of all your determination 
to keep the body forward, down you come with a nasty bump. 
This need never have happened, but since it has done so there 
is nothing for it but to try again. Only a milksop would be 
turned from his resolution by a tumble. But pluck very soon 
begins to tell. At every attempt some additional command over 
the skates has been obtained. By practice you begin to discover 
that those rebellious feet soon come under control if while your body 
is leaning forward you turn out your toes and keep your ankles stiff. 
And no very prolonged practice is necessary. If you begin soon 
after breakfast and persevere with a determination to maintain these 
rules, long before noon, even without anybody to give a hint, you 
should be able to move about on the pond in a rather uncertain and 
wavering manner and perhaps faster than you wish yet in a way 
that is by no means unpleasant. Nor will you need any exhortation 
to constant practice. Confidence will grow amain with every hour 
spent on the ice and at a corresponding or even a greater rate will 
grow the pleasure yielded by the pastime. For a long time to come 
the most efficient aid to progress will be to get on the ice as fre- 
quently and as long as you can. , 

Ii must be admitted that learning in solitude is the most difficult 
of all methods. There is no aid to it which can be honestly recom- 
mended. Timid boys at the commencement sometimes use a 
chair which they push before them, an action which necessitates 
leaning forward. They feel safe with it, but I have seen some 
curious somersaults described with this article of furniture. It 
might not be so if a waggon on wheels were used, but the back 
of the chair is the cause of many a misfortune. And when an 
attempt is made to do without this help the skater is little further 
forward than he would have been had he skated without it. One 
need hardly add that it is absurd to expect any aid from the use of a 
walking stick. 

Learning, however, becomes a very easy matter indeed to any- 
one who has skating companions willing to take some trouble to
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teach him. All the preliminary dangers vanish if each of his hands 
is taken by a strong friend and the evolutions of the trio are made 

  
Fre. 220.—A Frrst Lesson 

in unison. They will very soon correct any error in movement or 

attitude and put him in command of his feet. Even a single com- 

panion may be of the greatest help in this way.
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Hints to BEGINNERS 

Tam not here going to dilate on the mysteries of figure skating 
or difficult movements on the ice but only to put the reader in the 
way of learning the plain uses of the inside edge, that on which he 
will skate naturally as soon as he skates at all. When he can get 
along with freedom and confidence, or at most play a game of hockey 
with companions on the ice, he may, if he desires to make himself a 
finished performer, buy the Badminton book on figure-skating or 
any other trustworthy authority, and so perfect himself in the art. 
But after he has gained the mastery of his feet there still remain a 
few minor difficulties to surmount: One of the most important of 
these is learning to stop. I have seen a young skater go on for 
weeks without finding out any other way of coming to a standstill 
than the crude plan of running himself aground on the turfy 
margin of the ice. The proper way to stop, if the heel end of your 
skates is not rounded, is to press down the heels; keep both the 
feet parallel with one another, and the body very well thrown 
forward. 

Care must be taken that you do not go on the flat of your skates 
and make no use of the edge. Keep the toes well turned out. 
Also one who has been a good slider is almost certain at first to use 

‘one foot more than another. This should be seen to at once. 
Try to force each of the feet to do exactly the same amount of 
work, in other words endeavour to travel as far with each stretch 
of your left foot as you do with the right, and vice versd. With- 
out attention to these points you are almost certain to fall into 
avery bad style, which, if allowed to become habitual, will cost 
you much labour to eradicate. There is not much danger of this 
happening, however, if you attend to these points and keep your 
ankles stiff. 

When a lot of boys are together it is usual for them to get up a 
great number of games, but as these are governed by the same ruleg 
as similar. pastimes on the land it is unnecessary to say anything 
particular about them. For another reason there is no need to 
discuss the fact that the art of skating depends on the law of gravity, 
or to put the same thing in another form, if you do not maintain 
your balance you are sure to tumble, You will never keep your 
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head safe by studying the why and wherefore of certain results. As 

you skate by yourself, or race and play in the company of others, you 

will quite unconsciously learn the practice, whether you know the 

+ theory or not, that is, you will almost involuntarily adapt the body 

to its conditions.
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CHAPTER XV 
TOBOGGANING AND SLIDING 

ToBOGGANING 

Tus, for a vigorous and active boy, is one of the most exhilarat- 
ing pastimes of winter. It has long been practised in England 
under the name of coasting, and the new term has been applied by 
Canadians, who have carried the amusement to great perfection. 

  

Fic. 222.—A Canaptan Tornoacan 

They obtained the word from the Indians, who have one something 
like it for the sledge which they use so much for bringing home the 
produce of their hunting and other woodland excursions. Where 
along hard winter can be reckoned upon almost every year, one 
can understand that pains should be taken to prepare for these 
suitable pastimes, without which it would be unbearable. In this 
country a severe frost and long-continued snowstorm do not come 
with any regularity and so elaborate preparations for them need 
not be made. What you really want is to know how to get all the 
fun possible out of a long frost when it does arrive. If the toboggan 
is not ready, or you cannot put together a serviceable makeshift, 
the chances are that the snow will have begun to melt just when
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everything is prepared for an afternoon’s sport in it. Happily in 
this instance a sledge that will serve your turn can be fabricated 
very speedily. 

  
The essentials for coasting are in the first place a heavy fall of 

snow, the heavier the better; in the second, a moderately steep hill- 

side, with a surface that is fairly smooth. If you live near hills, or 

where the country undulates, this will be very easily found, but it is 

wise not to try a mound that is very steep till you have gained 

confidence and experience. On very rough ground, too, you are 

likely to come to grief. The best place I know for tobogganing is 

an old cow pasture. It is an eminence with a single tree at the 

top, a fairly rapid decline, and very smooth and closely eaten turf. 

Two or three boys have splendid fun there, whenever the weather is 

suitable. Last, but not least, you must have your toboggan or sledge. 

The latter is the better name for it—at any rate for the kind of
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thing one would get in a hurry. A rough one may be con- 
structed in a very short time out of any considerable piece of 
timber, such as the heavy lid of a box. Were you to sit on that 
and let it slip down the hill, it would give you a very agreeable. 
ride. But if the snow be at all soft the chances are that it will . 
plough into it and stick fast. You want, therefore, to have the 
point turned up like the front of a sledge, but more so. Indeed, 
an ordinary sledge will serve the purpose quite well. If, however, 
you wish to perfect your machine you will have one piece of board 
to sit on with two runners, one on each side, made with wood and 
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lined with iron, and turned up in front. This will descend a hill 
fast enough to please the most daring of boys, especially after the snow 
has been worn very smooth by repeated journeys. What with the 
excitement of flying down at such a tremendous rate—you can easily 
go from eight to twenty miles an hour, according to taste and cireum- 
stances—and the exercise of dragging the carriage up to the top 
again, this must be pronounced one of the very healthiest exercises 
for winter-time. Naturally you want to go as far as you can, and 
if the descent ends on a smooth expanse of snow, the impetus 
gained in coming down hill will often carry the sledge to an extra- 
ordinary distance. 

It will easily be seen that anyone who knows what is required 
may, ati very short notice, make or otherwise procure a sledge that 
will answer, so far as to give plenty of excellent amusement. And 

ce
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that is always in itself a great recommendation in a pastime, The 

illustration shows what sort of sledges are used in countries where 

coasting has long been a favourite winter pastime. 

SLIDING 

There does not seem to be any particular reason why it should 

be so, but sliding always seems twice as enjoyable when there 

isa company. The solitary slider invariably strikes one as looking 

rather forlorn. He generally has mits on, and an overcoat, and 

appears to be in trouble about keeping himself warm. But a string 

of children flying over a long strip of fine ice all intent on keeping 
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the pot boiling, and each fast on the heels of those before him, and 
with breath rising like steam on a clear frosty day in midwinter, 
and the sun just shining sufficiently to be cheerful without creating 
the slightest suspicion of a thaw, forms a splendid picture of life 
and amusement,
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Sliding is an art easily acquired, and may be practised on days 
when skating is hardly safe. If the frost be only moderately keen 
it is sometimes practicable to make a slide by pouring water on a 
suitable place at night. By doing so at intervals a few times in suc- 
cession a very respectable sheet of ice may be made. Everybody 
must have noticed that shallow water freezes much more readily 
than deep, and every new supply forms a fresh coating. 

On some such slide as this a beginning may be made. The 
task of wearing it out will accustom you to the work, and still not 
cause you to imperil your head. To start on a long slide formed 
perhaps on a pond of keen slippery ice, is only to court a succession 
of tumbles. At first you will probably feel inclined to make all the 
going on one foot, and trail the other after with the toes on the 
ground, or if the ice is broad your legs develop an ungovernable 
tendency to move in opposite directions. 

If the first defect be not speedily removed it will prevent you 
from ever becoming an adept. The end of the other generally is a 
nasty tumble on the back of your head—a process the repetition of 
which is a certain cure. One nice way of learning to slide is, for 
two elders each to hold one hand of a small beginner, and take 
him along at running pace. This he begins to enjoy as soon as 
ever the first feeling of insecurity passes away. However you learn, 
do not try to do any fancy sliding, or to go on very long sharp 
slides, till you feel very comfortable when going along in a perfectly 
erect attitude with your feet well together, and heels and soles 
pressing uniformly on the surface. When you can do that the best 
way to obtain still further skill is to join a little company of boys 
of your own age on two slides parallel with one another. Each 
takes a little run and starts along one, the best first, and the aim of 
the next is to touch the heels of the one before him, on doing which 
he is entitled to ‘go up one.’ Then the leader turns, and the rest 
following, slides back on the other long path of ice. If the pre- 
liminary race is slippery the way to keep from tumbling is to lift 
your feet very high, and bring them down flat and plump on the 
surface, without any travelling on the toes, as one is often tempted 
fo do in running. This is capital exercise, and after a few hearty 
bouts at it you will feel perfectly at home on the ice. 

When that is done it will be time to begin some of the curious 
out-of-the-way movements at which some of your friends are sure 
to be expert. Some common and easy tricks are as follows. 
In sliding backward be sure that there are no lumps of frozen 

cog
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snow, or other obstacles at the edge. You take a sharp run, start 
with all the impetus you can get, and in the middle turn round ; 
then, whether you like it or not, you will continue to proceed, 
only with your face. where your back was before. One often does 
this involuntarily while sliding. The only danger arising from it is 
due to a wandering propensity developed by the legs. 

Knocking at the cobbler’s door is done by stamping repeatedly 
with one foot on the ice, while yow slide steadily on the other. It 
may be done ‘with ease as soon as you have attained any consider- 
able degree of skill. Rather more difficult is it to slide sitting, te. 
half way down the slide you assume a sitting posture, and continue 
to the end, or what is a finer feat rise again to your full height, still 
sliding. Here you run some risk of a tumble, though, of course, 
when in a crouching attitude this is not likely to hurt you at all. 
To race with a companion on two parallel slides, both taking the 
sitting posture at the same place, isa capital trial of skill, andis well 
worth attempting for variety’s sake. 

In the ‘ wounded soldier’ the slider drops one knee and toe on 
the ice, while he continues to advance on a single foot. On a fine 
smooth stretch it, too, is a capital feat to perform. There are many 
other kinds of fancy sliding, but if you can do these the rest will 
come very easily, as they are mostly adaptations of the attitudes 
described. 

Should you slide by yourself, a practice which is not to be recom- 
mended except where there is absolutely no chance of obtaining a 
companion, beware of large waters, especially such as are unknown. 
Even in the hardest frost there are places where the ice is weak 
owing to springs, the dabbling of waterfowl, or exposure to a strong 
wind. And it has to be borne in mind that not only is there greater 
risk of immersion, but less chance of your being pulled out when 
an accident does occur. Besides, a very large extent of ice is not so 
advantageous to the slider as the skater ; one really first-rate slide 
will yield you as much and as pleasant exercise as acres of ice. 
If these exist it is full time you had your skates on,
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CHAPTER XVI 
BATHING AND SWIMMING 

ALTHOUGH I have put bathing and swimming at the head of this 
chapter, just as if they were two separate amusements, every boy 
who bathes or wades ina river for any purpose whatever is urgently 
recommended to swim. Most of my readers. will assuredly have 
learned to do so before they see this book, but the few words that 
follow are meant not for them, but for those who have not yet 
begun to acquire this most useful and beautiful art. The necessity 
of doing so was vividly impressed on the mind of the writer when 
very young, He lived close to a river, which has caused so many 
deaths by drowning as to give rise to a well-known rhyme or prov- 
erb, One reason for this lies in its precipitate edges. It is a slow 
river, but rising in the hills is subject to many floods, and these 
plough up deep holes at points the most unexpected, so that in some 
parts you may step from the bank into water that will take you up 
to the ears. At such places there is a ridge in mid-stream, along 
which one can wade in shallow water, although on either side T 
have seen a six-foot man try in vain to touch the bottom. Many - 
of the slow-flowing rivers in mid-England partake of the same 
characteristics. : : 

If you are in the neighbourhood when an accident occurs 
remember that the great point is to retain your presence of mind. 
Of a number of cases within my own experience illustrating this I 
will mention two, in one of which the wrong and in the other the 
right thing was done. The first is that of two boys, aged nine and 
ten respectively, the only sons of a very rich man who loved them 
ws he loved nothing else in the world. One Saturday afternoon 
they went to bathe in a favourite spot on a little wooded island to 
which they crossed by wading a shallow channel. A moderately 
heavy steam ran past the other side of the island into a clear deep
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pool. They had for companion a son of their father’s gardener. 
One stayed in a little longer than the other, and as they were put- 
ting on their clothes they heard him either in jest or earnest cry 
out to them. At this the elder brother, though an indifferent 
swimmer, jumped in, and the two became locked in each other’s 
arms and were drowned in the pool. There is good reason to believe 
that had ‘the first been left alone he would have been floated or 
made his way across the deep hole which was not of large extent 
to the shallow water beyond, which would not have-taken him up 
to the knee, and where, consequently, he might have been rescued 
by anyone who could not swim at all. 

The other case happened in winter-time, when a boy while 
skating went through the ice into a horrible place called the pike- 
hole notorious for its drownings. He had with him a companion 
who could swim a little and whose courage was beyond all question. 
But this boy had the sense not to make a hopeless and dangerous 
attempt at rescue by himself. He saw that he could not possibly 
succeed. At the same time he recollected that a man known to be 
a first-rate swimmer was at work just behind an oak plantation. He 
darted off like lightning to get his assistance, and the child’s life 
was saved—he is still alive at the time of writing and the occur- 
rence happened many years ago. Now a more impetuous lad would 
have plunged into the water, or tried to approach his friend on the 
unsafe ice, but the story shows the advantage of promptly doing the 
right thing at the right moment. Should an accident happen beside 
you be careful to consider a moment what is the most effective 
assistance you can render. If you are a good swimmer and see a 

-fair chance of rendering help, by all means dash courageously to 
the rescue ; only if the end can be gained more certainly by less 
heroic effort, as by running for assistance, then do that. 

Swimming is now taught at the majority of good schools, but a 
few hints about it may be useful to those boys who still go birds’- 
nesting and fishing, and clambering and wading in a river and 
about its banks without having learned it. A boy who really likes 
the waterside soon begins to accept an occasional ducking as part of 
the day’s business. It is when he gets doused into very deep water 
only that the accident wears an aspect of gravity. One can hardly 
frequent the riverside in very warm weather without longing to 
bathe, but the time for this amusement should be carefully chosen, 
and there can be no doubt whatever that to go too frequently into 
fresh water has a most injurious effect on some constitutions. Bath-
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ing towards night, or immediately after a heavy meal, or when 
exhausted with violent exercise, should be avoided. 

When you begin by yourself, or with an equally inexperienced 
companion about the same age, the place should be selected with 
great care. A shallow bay in the river, with a clean sandy bottom, 
is not usually difficult to find and may generally be known by its 
having become a haunt of other bathers. You will find it looks very 
tempting and pretty in the cool summer mornings with shadows of 
willow falling half across it. 

No doubt you have watched many creatures swimming in the 
course of your rambles and seen that a great number do so by 
simply continuing the same movement by which they progressed on 
land. Under very great stress a rabbit or hare will cross a wide 
brook evidently under the impression that water is only a somewhat 
thin and untrustworthy species of land. It goes slowly through 
the motions of trotting. Watch a dog, a cow, or a horse swimming, 
and you will find the very same thing. Unluckily you cannot 
imitate them, for man is an animal who prefers to make one pair of 
limbs do the walking while the other swing ornamentally at his 
side. But at all events it shows that water naturally affords support 
to creatures that trust themselves to it. To know and feel that is 
a great help towards learning to swim for it gives you confidence, 
without which progress is impossible. 

At starting it is not prudent to venture into water above your 
waist and on making first attempts at swimming turn your face 
towards the bank, so that, if you advance, it is toward a shallower 
place. Fresh water is not quite so buoyant as salt and the pool has 
probably very little motion, none answering to the restless waves of 
the sea. Still when you dive to the bottom, which is probably your 
first proceeding, you will find that it resists and tries to make you 
bob back to the surface again. In fact, while you are splashing 
about, as every boy does more or less when he first takes to the 
water, it is found that sinking is not at all easy when you want to. 

The easiest way of learning to swim is with the aid of an expert ° 
who both gives you instruction and shows the motions to be imitated. 
But failing such help there is nothing to hinder a boy from teaching 
himself. A man swims precisely in the same way as a frog does, 
and by observing that creature an excellent idea may be obtained of 
the ideal to be aimed at. Standing in the position described try as 
well as you can to imitate with your arms the movement of a frog’s 
fore legs and feet. It is quite easy to do so as long as you are
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standing on your feet. Keep your thumb and fingers close together, 

the hands curved so that the palms make a hollow, and bring your 

elbows close to your ribs, the fore-arms projecting straight out at 

right angles to your body, then by stretching out your arms and 

describing a sweeping curve bring these back to your body in the 

attitude of a soldier at attention. That is the arm stroke of swim- 

ming. When you have tried ita few times the feet must be brought 

into play as well. You can hardly help making the right motion by 

bringing them up to your body and kicking them out again. There 

isasplash, and down you go no doubt at the first trial, but having 

chosen shallow water no harm is done, and you enjoy it rather than 

otherwise. 

One of the most demoralising discomforts tending to make you 

nervous and thwart your early. endeavours, is.that somehow when 

you make the stroke your mouth gets full of water and, causes you 

to splutter and eventually descend. To get over this it is necessary to 

- be careful about your breathing, and take in a good supply of air, 

not while you are making, but immediately after you have made 

each stroke. As soon as you can keep yourself going for two consecu- 

tive strokes make up your mind to advance a certain distance. By 

always trying to see how far you can swim not only will progress 

be measured but its pace will be vastly accelerated. 
The advice is constantly given to those who may tumble into 

the water without any knowledge of swimming, that they should 
draw a long breath, lie down flat, and let themselves float. I have 

seen a number of accidents, and some that occurred to people who 

had frequently repeated this advice, but I never once saw it acted 
upon. Floating is not really difficult, but at first is apt to upset 
one’s presence of mind, even when there is no danger to make 
matters worse. To try it take a full breath and then lie down on your 
back in shallow water with your hands stretched out at your side. 
If you have fortitude enough to remain perfectly still and quiet you 
will come to the surface and float beautifully. So extremely simple 
and easy is it, that when once the feat has been accomplished it will 

be.a wonder to you ever afterwards that anyone under any circum- 
stances whatever should be or fancy he is unable to perform it. 
But many boys when they feel their heads going down and the 

water rushing in at their ears, begin to tumble and splutter, and 

think floating is by no means so easy as has been described. Jiven 
those who have thoroughly acquired, and frequently practised the 
art of floating, often seem unable to resort to it in case of urgency,
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for example, when they are seized by craimp. At a very excit- 
ing moment the most difficult thing to do is to remain perfectly 
passive, and absolutely do nothing at‘all. Yet, as floating is a very 
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useful accomplishment, inasinuch as it can be resorted to for a rest 
or when limbs are disabled, you should do it as frequently as ever 
possible, so that you may be able to resort to it whenever the need 
arises, and gain full confidence in the buoyancy of your own body. 

Floating and swimming on the breast are the great essentials, 
but for the sake of change and variety you will do well to learn 
other methods of aquatic locomotion. Swimming on the back or 
side, treading the water, hand over hand swimming, and various 
methods of diving, may be practised as you grow expert in the 
simpler styles. very boy should swim, but only those who delight 
in it need concern themselves to become clever and accomplished 
performers. / 

A friend of mine follows a plan with his boys that seems to be 
worthy of imitation. He is very fond of boating with them, and 
when anyone has been talking confidently of his swimming powers, 
he will at a convenient opportunity, and when such an occurrence 
is least expected, seize a chance to push him into the water. There 
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is not much real danger, as the whole family can swim, and on a 
summer day no harm is done by a ducking, but it has had the effect 

of accustoming the boys to a sudden immersion, and taught them how 
to swim with their clothes on. You should try doing that as often 

as is convenient. Boots, coat, and trousers make an extraordinary 
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difference, but after a little practice it will not be found very difficult 
to keep afloat, even when encumbered by them. 

In taking a header it is almost superfiuous to say you must not 
throw yourself from a high bank flat on the water, but cleave it 
with your hands raised properly above your head and kept close 
together for the purpose. A well-known pool should be selected 
for diving, and in strange water the depth should be ascertained 
beforehand, and also if there are any stones, tree-roots, or imbedded 

posts or branches, for many an ugly accident has occurred from a 

thoughtless bather bringing his head into contact with such 

obstacles. 

Should two boys be in the habit of roaming the banks of a deep 
river in company, they ought to make themselves acquainted with at 
least a few of the simpler and most essential things to be done in the 
case of accident. Very often there are dangers other than those of 
drowning. I know an unused old barley mill that is a terror to fathers 
and mothers. It stands on a rough but not very deep stream, which, 

however, flows over a bed of jagged rocks. For years and years 
birds have nested in the crevices of the wall that looks toward the 
stream. A jackdaw has possession of one hole, and at intervals a 
pair of dippers have chosen this unusual site. The nests appear 
inaccessible to a stranger, but a boy who can cling like a cat and
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take advantage of one or two foot-holds used by several generations 
for the same purpose, can just manage to get round so far as to get 
his arm into the crevices. But to take an egg out successfully, in 
two cases out of every three results in a tumble, and should the 
tumbler’s head come into contact with the rocks below he is almost 
certain to be stunned. The writer ought to know something about 
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it, for he has been twice picked out of the stream unconscious. 
Rescue under such circumstances is fortunately an easy matter, 

but the feat under any circumstances is foolhardy, and in a solitary 
boy would be an act of insane folly. 

A similar accident may often occur in climbing trees close to a 
river. When a willow or other tree overhangs water, very often
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there are gate-posts or other lumps of wood carried down by the 

stream and stopped close to the roots of the tree. Most likely the 

  

            
    
  

  
  

    
  

  

Fre. 229..—Taning A Huapun 

pool is a very deep one, and a boy falling on timber and knocked 

into a state of unconsciousness would infallibly be drowned if no 

help were forthcoming. In such cases, however, rescue is easy. 

The ordinary drowning accident is less likely to occur in a river 

than on the open sea, but should you wish to save one who cannot 

swim and has been seized with cramp, or whose life is endangered in 

“any similar manner, strip off your clothes if you can possibly find 

time, as that will give you far greater freedom and more command 

of your strength. If he is shouting or struggling in the mad way 

so common to weak, nervous people, speak to him at the same 

time in your sharpest and most cutting tones, so as, if possible, to 

make him realise that to an unlimited extent he is playing the 

fool. No boy need be drowned in a river, unless he altogether loses 

his head. Should you not be able either by veproof, or a kindly 

assurance, to make him recover his presence of mind, then great
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care must be exercised in approaching, or he may with a frantic 
clutch get such a hold as will result in the drowning of both. It may 
even be necessary to keep aloof till he is exhausted with the struggle, 
and just sinking. Remember when your opportunity comes that a 
body in the water may be moved by a slight hold that would be 
useless on land. You may keep him up and pull him along by a 
single tress of hair, though it will be found in practice that many a 
head is so close-cropped that to get hold of it in this way is impossible. 
Tt need hardly be said, however, that it is necessary to keep the 
head up as well as you can. 

Since water accidents often lead to consequences of a most 
thsagreeable kind, one of which is almost certain to be a curtailment 
of the liberty so necessary to'the full enjoyment of open-air pastimes, 
it is well to remember that ‘prevention is better than cure. It is 
extremely foolish to run into danger merely for its own sake, and 
the boy who does so habitually is one to be checked and restrained, 
if his company be not abandoned altogether.
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CHAPTER XVII 

TOY-BOAT MAKING AND SAILING 

In some schools it used to be a custom for each boy to make his 
own boat, and one afternoon a week was in summer devoted to 
racing. This was an excellent plan, as the keen rivalry made each 
competitor anxious, not only to sail his boat, but to build and rig it, 
in the best possible manner, as he knew well that a very slight 
defect would mar his chance of winning. Now, however, the 
manufacture of toy or model boats has become an important 
industry, and it is so much easier to go to a shop, that few children 
will take the trouble to carve one for themselves, especially as they 
know that skilled and experienced workmen produce vessels with 
which theirs cannot vie. 

It is beyond doubt a pleasant recreation to navigate handsome 
and expensive models, but one cannot help regretting that it 
seems in danger of altogether supplanting the construction and 
management of the home-made boat. This formed a capital intro- 
duction to the use of certain simple tools, and to the habit of care- 
ful and accurate workmanship, besides imparting a knowledge of 
the first principles of boat building. It was also a most exciting 
and agreeable diversion in itself, When your reputation was at 
stake then the choice of cord and wood and sail became of the 
utmost moment, every touch with the chisel or the gouge was of 
importance, and the lines of the vessel were studied with more care 

than a fashionable actor gives to those of his part. Granted that it 
would be a work of time to attempt to build the more elaborate 
toy-boats, since one can buy them so very easily, still it. is worth 
while to make a simple one. For a winter evening or a wet after- 
noon there could not be a more suitable employment. 

A country boy takes to sailing quite naturally. At first most 
likely he is content with racirig chips of wood down a slightly 
swollen brook, then he manufactures a lighter craft out of a sheet
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of paper, an occupation older people have been known to amuse 
themselves with, and gradually he mounts to the dignity of a sail- 
ing boat. Iam going to show how an easy and simple one may be 
carved, and you can afterwards adapt the principle to the building 
of more complicated vessels. If carefully made it will sail very 
well, 

MaTERIAL AND IMPLEMENTS 

The tools required for the purpose are neither numerous nor 
expensive, and will serve a variety of other uses, so that they are 
well worth buying. Get them of the best steel ; cheap and inferior 
kinds only produce disappointment. A strong clasp knife comes 

1 inch Gouge 

we inch Bradawl 

1 inch Chisel 

Fic. 230.—ImpPLemMEents ror Boat-MAKING 

first, if nothing better can be got a good pocket-knife will do; next 
a bradawl—if you ask for a sixteenth bradawl the shopman will 
know what is meant—then a gouge ground on the outside, and a 
one-inch chisel. No other tools are needed, unless one were to 
include sand-paper under that name. 

For ship-building timber is the great essential, and for the boat 
we are going to carve a block of white pine twelve inches long, four. 
inches wide, and three and a half inches deep will be required. 
These dimensions need not, of course, be absolutely adhered to in 
practice ; they are taken simply because one must fix on a size, or it 
would not be possible to make the instructions clear and definite. 
You will also need cloth for the sails, some strong and yet fine 
string, with a few other unimportant articles to be mentioned as we
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go along. The main point is to secure a piece of suitable wood 

without knot or blemish. -It is also advisable to have beside you as 
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‘model one of those little boats which are sold for a penny at the 
toy-shops. You may need it for a first attempt. 

SuaPinc THE Boat 

You will pick up the idea easily by looking attentively at fig. 231. 
Draw a line all round your block at a, a, A, and another at B, four 

and a half inches from one end. At the other end make a mark 
one inch from the side at c. Now take a piece of paper, twelve 
inches long and two in width, and on it draw a line similar to that 
at B, marking also the point c. On it then figure the shape of the 
boat as like the dotted line as you can make it. When this has 
been done cut it out, and laying it on your block of wood, mark the 

line first on one side, and then repeat the process on the other. 
Now take your model boat, and with your clasp knife carve the 
wood into as near a resemblance of its shape as you can get, taking 
care to work carefully and neatly. “While you are doing so have a 
tub of water close at hand, and as you go on float your boat every 
now and then in it. By this means you will know how you are 
working. If it floats level then you are all right, but should it lean 
to one side more than another, you will know that the weight on 
the heavy side has to be diminished. When it seems to be well
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shaped, and sits correctly on the water, then take it out and allow 
it to dry. When that is done take a piece of sand-paper and 
smooth away the knife marks, and the first part of the work is 
completed. 

Tue Insipe 

Your next business is to hollow out the vessel, which you will 
do with the gouge. Again you must have frequent recourse to 
your tub, floating the boat every now and then, to see that you are 
not destroying its balance, and working according to the indications 
given. Now cut out a groove, half an inch long, and one inch from 
the top of the side as at x, x in fig, 282, at each side of the boat, 

  

Fie. 232 

at the distance marked B in fig. 231. Then cut two pieces of wood, 
four and a half inches long, one inch wide, and half an inch thick 
for the seats. In the bow seat make a round hole, about large 
enough to receive a lead pencil. This, as shown in fig. 282, is for 
the mast, which must now be made. Geta piece of wood twelve 
inches long, half an inch thick, and half an inch wide, and with 
nice care make it round and smooth, gently tapering to the top, and 
at the bottom just thick enough to fit very tightly into the hole 
made for it. "With your bradawl three holes must be made in the 
mast, one is just a little above the boat, one three inches from the 
top, and one half an inch from the top. 

The next step is to take another piece of wood, seven inches 
long, and half an inch square, and round and smooth it as you did 
the mast. It also should have one end thicker than the other, 
and this you should fix at o in fig. 233, with two three-quarter incl 
brass rivets, such as you may obtain from the shoemaker. This is 
the bowsprit of your boat. : 

DD
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Two more slighter pieces of wood have to be prepared, one 
seven and a half inches, the other four and a half inches long. If 
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the end is about three-eighths of an inch square, it will when 
smooth give you just about the right thickness. The shape is that 

hole 
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shown in fig. 284—the end being hollowed into a horseshoe shape 
for convenience of attaching to the mast. 

  

Fre. 235 

Fig. 285 represents the rudder cut out of a piece of wood, three 
and a quarter inches long, an inch and ‘a quarter wide, and a 
quarter of an inch in thickness. It is fixed to the boat by a hook 
and eye at the bottom, and a wire staple at the top, which should be 
fitted very tightly. 

Now take a piece of fine eel-line, and fasten to the mast where 
the cross is, to the end of the bowsprit, and to the boat at. Then it 

will be time to see about the sails. For these, as good material 
as you can get, will be white calico, without size or dressing.
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You must cut a piece to the shape of B in fig. 236, where you will 
find the dimensions marked. It should be carefully hemmed 
and fastened to the mast with cotton, at the four corners where 

the crosses are. In the same way and by following the measure- 
ment on the figure, you must make another sail for the space 
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marked a. See that everything is taut and neat, and the boat 
is ready for sailing. Before carrying it to any distance, however, 
float it again in the tub. Very possibly if it is your first boat, 

through over-carefulness you have made the rigging and sails rather 
too strong and substantial, so that the vessel is top-heavy, and 
either falls down on her side altogether, or sways over so much that 
you can see a breath of wind would make her capsize. The defect 
may be remedied by nailing a thin strip of zine or lead along the 
keel. 

Tt will be a sufficient gratification at first to find that your boat 
sails prettily before the wind, and does not capsize, except in very 
stormy weather, or in consequence of one of those mishaps to 
which toy-boats are exposed-as well as real ships. But to have a 
race is a very early ambition, and even if you have no conpanions 
to vival, you may arrange this easily. Set to work and construct a 
second boat upon the same pattern, and the result will be a useful 
test of your skill as a shipbuilder. Suppose you named No. 1 

Dv2
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the ‘ Arethusa ’—it is always best to find a name for a boat—and 

No. 2 the ‘ Victory,’ it is in every way likely that the ‘ Avethusa ’ 

will be beaten, for you could not be expected to work out 

a first-rate crafh at the very first attempt. But. should the 

‘ Arethusa’ be hopelessly defeated then you can take your tools in 

hand again, and endeavour to turn out a vessel that will beat the 

‘Victory. Where two boysare engaged ina friendly, but keen rivalry, 

and. both are clever with their hands, these races will become very 

exciting. 

One word may be added in regard to the scene of these encounters. 

A deep slow river is the worst for sailing in. Most likely it bends 
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and twists in serpentine fashion, and is exposed to gusts of wind 

likely to carry your craft far out of reach. Very deep water of any 

kind ought to be avoided. If, however, you have access to a pond 

that is at once shallow and large—the larger the better—with a 

moderately clean bottom, that is an ideal place for the pastime, 

because if need be you can put off your boots, tuck wp your trousers,
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and travel across the mimic sea, as easily as the god Neptune is 
said to have skimmed the real billows, and reseue your ship from 
any pressing difficulty. To do so in a river, however, would prob- 

ably end in a ducking. , 

Tt need hardly be said, in conclusion, that the example given here 
of boat making is chosen mainly because, being simple and easy, 
the beginner may attempt it with a fair prospect of achieving suc- 
cess, but when boys get on to race their own home-made ships, it 

would be a mistake for them to confine themselves to a single 
model. You may fashion the hull of a variety of crafts in the same 
way, and the sails and rigging can without much difficulty be 

copied from illustrations, such as those given here; you may have 
a boat with lug sail, cutter yacht, a schooner yacht, and others. 
Older boys may desire to build a ship in exact imitation of the way 
in which it is done in a shipbuilding yard. This affords excellent 
practice in the handling of tools and the adjustment of material, 

but it will save you from useless expectations to know that for 

sailing purposes the carved hull, which is much less troublesome to 
make, is, nevertheless, by far the superior. I am comparing home- 

made ships. Professional toy-makers may in the construction of 
large models show a different result. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

MAKING AND FLYING A KITE 

THERE is no particular reason why kites should not be flown at 

all periods of the year, but long usage has fixed upon autumn as the 

favourite season for them, perhaps because in highly cultivated 

districts there is not room enough till crops are removed and 

stubbles left bare. Then, too, you are almost certain to have the 

very best weather for the purpose, that is to say, clear skies and 

lively breezes. On high downs and open commons these conditions 

of course prevail even in summer, when it is delightful on a sultry 

day to escape from the blistering heat of the valley to the colder 

atmosphere of a hill-top. 

A kite is very easily made, and there is no reason why one con- 

structed by yourself should not fly as well as the best obtainable 

from a toy-shop., Indeed, many of the prettiest are very indifferent 

performers, and need a great deal of modifying and adjusting before 

they are good for anything. Let me give you a plan for making a 

simple kite that will fly excellently. Only common materials will 

be mentioned, for this is a work-a-day kite, meant not for show but 

use, and there will be no difficulty in substituting something better 

afterwards. Before looking to ornament, however, if you take my 

advice, you will resolve to have a good flyer. , 

What is called a three-foot kite is of an excellent size for flying. 

Larger or smaller can be made on the same principles, however, so 

that after one has been formed and flown successfully, you may ex- 

periment to see if any better results can be obtained by changing’ 

the measurement. The figure shows the skeleton of one of the size 

“mentioned. Its backbone, B,B, is a common builder’s lath, three 

feet in length and an inch wide, and any wood of a similar size and 

shape would have done equally well. It need only be straight and 

light. 

The half circle, 0,8, 0,is a piece of light flexible cane. The
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centre is fixed just an inch below the end of the central lath: A 
notch is made in the ends of the cane, which are bent into a semi- 
circle, and tied to one another by a string stretching from o to o. 
This distance, by-the-bye, in a kite such as is referred to, is exactly 

two feet. Now you must run two similar pieces of string from 0, 0, 

to B, so as to make the triangle which forms the lower part of the 
figure. 
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The skeleton of the kite is now complete, and might be covered 
as it stands. Should you desire to strengthen it, however, you 
may, though this is not at all necessary, tie the corners with string, 
as shown by the rectangle. Then you may proceed to cover the 

kite. Some prefer calico for the purpose, but it has little or no 

advantage over ordinary newspaper. No doubt if you are unlucky 

enough to get caught in a heavy thunderstorm, it will soon be 

reduced to pulp. Even a few drops of rain soften paper so much,
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that it is afterwards torn by the slightest friction. But old news- 

papers are plentiful enough, and a few minutes will suffice for the 

entire renovation of the frame. In addition to being always at hand 

and ready for mending purposes, paper is very light and therefore 

may be heartily recommended for a kite’ of the size under con- 

sideration, For one of larger dimensions, it might be much more 

advisable to use cotton. ; 

Pasting on the frame is a very simple matter. Lay your skele- 

ton on the material to be used, and then cut round with a pair of 

scissors, leaving a margin to turn over the string and cane. Now 

paste it down, turn over, and repeat the operation at the other side, 

and that part is done. Before covering the backbone, two holes 

should be bored at the points, H. H. Through these pass a string 

held neatly with a knot. It is the belly-band of your kite, to which 

your flying-string is to be attached. The bellyband ought to be 

twelve inches long. Now the kite is ready all but the tail. For 

this highly important part, you may make twenty-four bunches 

of paper each about five inches long and four inches wide, and 

having folded them like pipelights, take three yards of string and 

place them ata distance of three inches apart on it. Then one 

end of the string is tied tothe kite, and you may exercise your fancy 

in constructing a tassel twelve inches long for the other end. Two 

_other tassels, eight inches long, fluttering gaily from the points 0 0 

will add to its grace and majesty. And now you may attach your 

flying line, be off to the stubbles, and test your workmanship by 

results. If all has been done correctly, the kite soon will be soaring 

like a bird so high as to be almost out of sight. © 

But the best made kite in the world will not rise of its own 

accord, and it may be that yours develops a most exasperating 

tendency to career about, and plunge, and flop, and dip, or it does 

not mount freely, but hangs like a sickly bird trying to mount. 

You will quickly know if it be all right. Someone must be induced 

to hold the kite very carefully above the ground while you make a 

little run to give it a start. If, instead of mounting. steadily, it 

begins to gyrate and perform aérial gymnastics, probably the tail is 

too light. A weight should in that case be added. More paper, a 

handful of grass, a piece of dry turf, anything that can be tied to the 

string will serve the purpose. Possibly, however, it displays none 

of this eccentric agility, but though hanging steadily, seems reluc- 

tant to mount. In that case, the tail is too heavy and must be 

lightened. You will soon get into the way of finding out what is
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the matter. When it does rise more steadily against the wind, let 
the kite pull the string out of your hand, do not pay it out at 
random. f 

Only in certain weather is it worth while to attempt flying a 
kite. A dead calm of course puts it out of the question, and when 

.it is ‘blowing great guns,’ you may as well stay at home. Ona 
bright day with a steady breeze, however, the pastime is highly 
enjoyable. When tired of it the best way to bring the kite down 
is to begin slowly and neatly winding your flying string around the 
stick meant for the purpose. In that way there is no danger of 
the line becoming ravelled, and both it and the kite will be in readi- 
ness for the next occasion on which you wish to use them. 

This is one of the simplest and easiest methods of making and 
flying a kite, but if you are very fond of the amusement, no doubt 

‘ingenuity will suggest a number of improvements. Large kites 
may be ornamented in various ways, and a kite may be made to 
resemble a fish, a bird, or a sailor. Many curious effects may also 
be produced by sending messengers along the line. You will find 
that when a kite is very high, the wind will carry right up to it any 
light material in which you make a hole, and then pass the end of 
the flying string through it. 

Despite of all these complications, however, flying a kite is one 
of the amusements which, if too frequently indulged in, becomes 
wearisome. The truth is, it does not require sufficient attention to 
be very interesting. After you have experienced the first great 
pleasure of finding that one of your own making flies splendidly, 
everything else is so easy that it loses its interest. Still, there is 
hardly any boy who would be contented without having at least 
once in his life made and flown a kite.
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CHAPTER XIX 

TOPS 

Unber the general name of tops there is sold at the shops a great 
variety of toys. Some of them are extremely ingenious, such as 
the one that, if you spin it in a saucer half filled with water, 
sends up a pretty little fountain. For the pastime of a winter 
evening this, and the hundreds of similar contrivances, are excellent. 
To see them acting is a pleasure, and when that begins to pall, the 
mechanism of the instrument is quite as interesting as, and much 
more instructive than, a Chinese puzzle. But here we are not 
concerned with drawing-room tops, or clever inventions, but with 
the simple tops which boys spin in the open air. One grows 
weary of the clever shop toys, things that hum louder than bees, and 
squeak outtunes and do other feats, very soon, and the reasoniseasily 
found. The constructors have been much more intent in exhibit- 
ing their cleverness than producing a good top, and the consequence 
is that the more ingenious and expensive the toy, the more easily it 

is used. But you do not want that, for the best of your pleasure 
arises from the exercise of skill on your own part. So I think it 

quite certain that in the open air the old-fashioned tops are the 

most trustworthy and durable providers of entertainment. 
Broadly speaking, tops may be divided into three kinds—the peg, 

the whipping, and the humming top. 

Tue Pec Tor 

Undoubtedly this is the top from which most amusement may 

be extracted. It requires considerable skill to spin it, and after you 

have learnt to cast well there are some good games to be played 

with it. Everybody knows its pear-shaped appearance, and that 

it is cast by means of a string with a button at the end. A good
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top is made of very hard material, boxwood for preference, and is 

fitted with a steel peg, which may be long or short. At first a 
short peg is best, since the top is then rather easier to spin, but 
when you come to play at peg in the ring you will like it a little 
longer. The string should be of best whipcord, as hard and smooth 

as can be procured, and rather thicker than the whipcord sold for 
pike lines. A button is better than a loop at the end, as the latter 
on the top being vigorously cast is apt to injure the finger. Two 
inches or so from the other end the line should be unravelled, 

so that it lies nicely on the top. In winding you begin at the peg, 

Q. Dy) Ow"! 
“a 

     

  

Fre. 240.—Hummine Tor, Pea Top, Warrrine Top 

and follow the grooves till you come near the end of your string. 

If the line is exactly of the right length it will then be held firmly 

by the button, which, on beginning, is placed between your fore and 
middle fingers. : 

Now there are two methods of casting the top. The one is 
underhand, the other overhand. The former is easy, but useless 

for play, and is sometimes nicknamed the girl, or chimney-sweeper 
cast. In it you throw out from the hip, let the top go, and twitch 

back the string. But the overhand, in which you make the top 
describe a curve, is the truer method. To explain on paper how it is 

done would be very difficult; the only way of learning is to watch
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a boy who can do it, get the idea into your head, and learn the 

art by hard practice. When you can make your top sleep, that 

‘is, spin-so fast and so steadily on one spot, that its motion can 

hardly be seen, and can take it in your hand, or on a spoon while 

spinning and sleeping, then it may be considered you have mastered 

that part of the business, and can join in a game with companions. 

Peg-in-the-ring is the great and favourite pastime with tops. It 

is a very lively and merry game, yet so simple that there is not the 

slightest trouble in learning it. On smooth hard ground a circle is 

drawn, and the boy who begins spins his top init. But as long as 

jt remains within the circumference, other boys may peg at it—in 

other words, cast their tops with the purpose of splitting it in the 

middle. Should a player from over-eagerness to accomplish this 

feat, or any other cause, fail to make his top spin at all, then it 

must be laid in the ring that the others may peg at it till it is 

pegged out, when the owner may pick it up and resuine his pegging at 
the others. Suppose, however, that all the tops are either lying or 
spinning in the ring together, then he who made the first cast is 
entitled to lift up his top and peg again. If he should fail to knock 

any one out, then whoever was next to him has a chance, and so 

on in regular rotation. The penalty for failing to cast within the 
ring is that the defaulting top be laid down for pegging at. The 

same thing happens when the top on ceasing to spin lies within the 

ving. A boy resumes his top in his natural turn as aforesaid, or 
when it spins out of the ring or is pegged out. Although these 
rules may look slightly complicated on paper they do not produce 
-unuch friction in practice. 

The art of the game, as will easily be seen, consists in striking 
fairly within the ring, and yet imparting such a motion to your top 
that it bounds away for yards and then spins. It is very rarely 
that a player sueceeds in really splitting or pegging a top, because 
the latter is generally made of such hard wood that you could hardly 
drive a nail into it with repeated blows of a hammer. Still tops 
have been cleft, and may be so again. Both to satisfy your 
ambition to accomplish this feat for once, and to make your top 
travel out of the ring, it is advisable to use one with a long peg, as 
it is less likely to ‘sleep.’ A sleeping top, or the top of a player 
who does not know how to make it bound, has to stand the pegging 
of all the others. Needless to add, much more enjoyment is to be 
had out of this sport or game by using a common substantial top 
than from the puny articles now seen at times in the shops.
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Tue Wuirrinc Tor 

This is generally considered the very oldest form of top, and is 

a capital one for small boys to begin with. They used to be rather 

fond of making whipping tops for themselves. With apiece of birch 

wood and a pocket knife it is possible to make one that will spin 

in this manner ; but it will not be so good as those which are turned 

and sold very cheaply. The whipping top is started by being 

twirled with the finger, and kept going with the lash. A whip of 

eel-skin, if not the very best for the purpose, is as good as any other, 

and has been used by so many children that without it the equip- 
ment can hardly be called complete. An advantage of it is, that 

you may make it yourself. The eel is very easily caught and not 

at all difficult to skin. Cut off its head and tail, then with a pair of 

scissors cut the skin,in a straight line from the tail to the head 
along the belly, and the skin may be peeled off quite easily. No 

elaborate preparation is required. The skin, hung up in a dry 

shady place, will cure itself, and will be ready for use in a few days. 
I have used many a one for various purposes without adopting any 

other plan, and not one in a dozen went wrong. But should an 
eelskin not be forthcoming, a whip may be made out of light rope, 

leather, or any similar material, fastened to a short handle. The 

amusement of whipping a top is rather monotonous, as there is 

little skill required, and few means of varying it. The only game 
is one wherein two or three boys all whip the same top, but it is 

rather rowdy. On the whole the whipping top is not half such an 

amusing toy as the peg top, but it undoubtedly affords pleasure to 
children just big enough to make it spin, and yet not come to an 
age when they can do even this with ease. 

‘THe Humminc Top 

Tt is so easy to spin a humming top that the subject would 
hardly be worth mentioning except for one point. The number of 
hunaming tops in the market is uncountable, but the old-fashioned 
wooden one, to my mind, the best of all, is rarely sold now. Not 

one of the new patent metal-topped contrivances hums go pleasantly, 

even though some of them are guaranteed to play a tune in spin-
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ning. Now mechanical inventions are very well in their place, and 

will repay attention if you are interested in the principles on which 

they work. But a top should be only a top. It is the great defect 

of the humming top as a toy that it operates mechanically and makes 

no demand upon the skill of the player. Who would not be wearied 

to the point of death if limited to the single amusement of spinning 

ahumming top? . Learning a conjugation would, by comparison, be 

found positively exciting. cee
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CHAPTER XX 
GAMES AT MARBLES AND THE HOOP 

AttHouGH there is no reason why marbles should not be played 
all the year round they have their season, and with some variation, 

according to the usage of the district, come in early in the yeav. 
In early March, just when the ground first begins to be dry again, 
was probably the ancient opening of the game. Somehow boys 
rather neglect marbles nowadays: What with their regular exer- 

cise in school gymnasiums, and their almost enforced practice at 
cricket, football, and other organised sports, very little time is left 

for the minor games which amused past generations: Yet a boy 
living in the country within reach of only a very few companions 

‘would find life very dull without marbles, which provide him with 

such endless opportunities of exercising skill and trying his luck. 
If you wish to learn the game you must begin by laying in a 

stock of marbles. The kind chosen is of no consequence as regards 
the bulk. They are only to be used as counters or stakes, and those 

most freely sold in the nearest shop will do. But at least one of a 

highly superior kind should be acquired, as the ‘taw.’ It is not to 

be staked but played with, and is to the keen player what his 

favourite gun is to the shooter, or his bat to the cricketer. The 

qualities to be desired are that it should be hard, otherwise it will 

get chipped or smashed ; next it should be quite round and smooth, 

else there is no trusting to it going straight, and it may develop 

bias when you are making the most delicate shots ; it should be of 

a full average size, and if anything just a little more than the aver- 

age weight, but not heavy. Those of real marble nearly answer 

those requirements, but they are scarce, and possess no such high 

excellence as makes it worth while to be at great pains to procure 

them. More easily obtained and quite as serviceable is the white 

marble with coloured crossings, specially, manufactured for the 

purpose. A single taw is all that can be used at 4 time, but in case 
EE
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of accidents it is desirable to have at least another, or perhaps two; 

in reserve. 

In true marble games, as distinguished from those that might 

be played with other objects as well as marbles, there is a method 

of propulsion which is imperative. The marble must be what is 

generally called fairly knuckled. By glancing at the illustra. 
. ‘ tion you will gain an idea of what is 

meant. As may be seen the marble 
is held in the hollow formed by crook- 
ing the forefinger and the thumb. 
The point of the latter is held by the 
middle finger, which acts as a trigger. 
Force is gained by pressing the thumb 
against it till it goes off with a jerk, 
and sends the marble swiftly forward. . 

Fie. 241.— Kyucxzine tae In making the shot the hand must 
MarBLE rest on the ground. After a little 

practice you will be able to shoot your marble with great strength. 

To aim accurately and hit with certainty are the tests of skill. 

As soon as your taw is adjusted in its place keep your eye on 

the object. That is the great principle in this, as in all feats of 

the same kind. Practice will do the rest. After the preliminary 

difficulties are surmounted the beauty of the art consists in not only 

striking the marble aimed at, but in causing your own to stop 

at a given point, or to follow, as the case may be. When one ball 
strikes another exactly in the centre, and level with the ground, the 
one struck bounds forward, and the other remains almost on the 

very spot where it lay. Had it struck it equally full but nearer the 
top both balls would have run on one after the other. By aiming 

at the side you make the marbles fly off at different angles. At 
first these motions will happen by accident in practice. The way to 
obtain proficiency is by trying to understand the cause of each as it 
occurs. Then when absolute mastery has been gained over your 

weapons it will be easy to produce the effect desired. 
Innumerable games are played at marbles, and it will be possible 

here to describe only a very few of them, but preference will be 
given to those making a demand on skill with marbles; many are 
mere games of chance. 
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Tue Bic RineG 

This is the best of all the marble games. It should be played 
on a piece of level ground as hard and smooth as can be found. On 
this a large circle should be described. The size isnot essential. A 

radius of three feet will be enough for beginners, while experts may 

prefer double the size. A circle is easily drawn by driving a nail or 

  

Fie, 242.—Tue Bie Rine 

peg into what is meant for the centre, and attaching to it » piece of 

string of the length required. Then with a piece of wood, or any- 

thing similar, the ring may be described. At the centre a small 

circle—about a foot in diameter—is drawn. ach of the players, of 

whom there may be any number, puts a marble in the inner ring. 

The game is to knock these out by aiming from the large circle. As 

the competitors play in rotation, and the first has the best chance, 

. EE2
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some plan for settling the order of play is adopted beforehand. 
The simplest plan for doing this is by drawing cuts. A boy takes 
as many bits of straw as. there are players, and cuts them into vary- 
ing lengths, then holds them in his hand, so that nobody can see 
anything but the ends, and each boy draws out one, he that pulls 
the shortest being first and the longest last, the others arranged on 
the same principle. Another way is to put down a marble and all 
play up to it, the one whose taw lies closest having the place of 
honour, and he who owns that which is farthest away going to the 
bottom of the list. There are many other plans for deciding this 

delicate question, but these are as simple and satisfactory as can be 

devised. 
In most of these games the rules vary according to the locality 

in which they are played. It will therefore be understood that in 
describing one manner in which the game is played I do not attempt 
to lay down any generalrule. But the following is an easily under- 

stood version, and one you will be able to play with your com- 
panions. 

Hach player in succession, then, has a shot from the outer circle 

at the marbles in the inner ring. Supposing he were to miss it 
becomes the turn of the next, and so on till it comes back to him 

again. If, however, he succeeds in driving a marble clean out of 

both circles he, except in a case which will be mentioned presently, 
goes on again. Thus an extremely good player may succeed in 
clearing the ring before anybody else has a chance, but this is a 

very rare occurrence in actual practice. How the game. goes on 
may be understood by considering the result of all possible shots. : 

First, there may be a clean miss, and the taw go right across both 

circles without touching anything. In that case nothing is scored, 
and the player picks up his taw and waits for his turn to come 

again. , 
The second form of miss is usually the cause of a slip, in which 

case the taw very likely does not travel out-of the ring. Should it 

stop in the inner circle it must either remain there, or may be 
redeemed by the player substituting another marble for it—this 
marble then becoming part of the stakes. Should the taw stick 
anywhere between the two circles it must still remain. No forfeit 
is paid, but any succeeding player may shoot at it, and should He be 
successful in driving it out of the ring, the owner must add a 

marble to the stakes. If no one does this the player shoots next 
time from the place where his taw is lying. Not infrequently it
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occurs that a boy succeeds in hitting a marble, but neither the object 
struck nor his own. ball runs out of the big ring. In that case his 
taw may as before be driven out by another player, he being com- 
pelled to contribute a marble to the inner ring. The stake marble 
must remain where it stops, and as it will probably be near the 
edge is an easy target for the next player. 

A third form of failure is when the taw strikes a marble in the 
inner ring and sends it out, but itself remains among the stakes—a. 
consequence of the other being struck too full. Here the stake 
marble must be replaced, and the taw may not be withdrawn till 
another has been substituted for it. The general rule is that when- 
ever a taw stops in the small ring it is either forfeited or must 
beredeemed. Nothing is more irritating than this mistake, for it 
generally happens when you are very determined not to miss. 

A successful shot may be in one of several forms. The simplest 
is that in which a marble is driven clean out of the ring and the taw 
follows. . In that case the second attempt will be merely a repetition 
of the first. When there are many players, several marbles may be 
taken at once by the same shot. 

The very good player will not be content with trying for only 
one result, but will endeavour so to shoot that his marble will be lett 
between the two rings, and close to that which contains the marbles, 

so that he may proceed by a series of cleverly calculated, and yet 
easy looking shots to clear the ring. Before accomplishing such a 
feat you will make many failures, and lose a vast number of marbles, 
for you deliberately adopt a risky as well as a difficult game. Mis- 
haps occur frequently even to the most expert. For instance, he 
must strike each ball fair and full every time, or his own will not lie, 
and the slightest miscalculation is quite likely to end in his being 
stuck in the inner circle, when his innings are ended, and he is com- 
pelled to pay forfeit. Then if there are many stake marbles, instead 
of capturing any the result of his stroke may be only to seatter them 
about the ring, and ‘here they form easy prizes for the next comer, 
foreach must lie where it stops till driven out of the circle in ordinary 
play. You thus see that the clement of luck enters into this game 
to such an extent as to give even a moderate player a fair chance of 
success. The strongest reason for admiring it, however, is because 

proficiency mainly depends upon skill and cleverness in the handling 
of marbles.
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Tue Littte RincG 

As the big ring develops force and accuracy, so the little ring 

offers a field for the display of tact and strategy. It is an easy game 

to explain. A ring about eighteen inches or so in diameter is drawn 

on smooth, hard clean ground, and at the distance of twelve or four- 

Fig. 2438._Tue Lirriz Rine 

teen feet a starting point is scratched. Within the ring each player 

places a stake marble, and having arranged the rotation as before, 

either by drawing lots or any other method agreed upon, the first 

plays up as close as he can to the stakes. Now it is not easy to 

calculate speed and direction so well that he can with any certainty 
place himself for a good shot. He is pretty certain either to go 
past or stop short. But he has a better chance than the other. 
players. To attempt to score at the first shot usually ends in 

disaster, as the distance is too great for it to be done with certainty, 
and a slowly-played marble is likely'to stop in the middle of the 
ving, whereupon the player must either retire from the game or place 

another marble in the ring, and take his next turn from scratch. 

But should a second, third, or any succeeding player obtain a good 
position, whoever plays before has the option of shooting at him first. 

_In that case both are very likely to be carried out of the game. 
Then the next tries to get near, but he is probably treated in the 
same way. Anyone getting close may clear the ring without diff- 
culty, but long shots are dangerous. If you play hard your taw 
runs into an unfavourable position, if slow it is likely to stop in the 
ving. Hence the art of the game consists in driving all the others 
away, till you have a chance of playing into a good position. Even 
when that is accomplished an artful player will sometimes drive a 
neighbour close to you, so that when it is his turn he may drive you
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off again, before you have had a chance of scoring. When the ring 
is cleared either in this game or the preceding one, the game must 
be started again as at the beginning. 

Tue Turee Howes 

This is another capital game of skill. For it, three round holes 
about two inches deep and the same in diameter are dug in a line at 
equal distances apart—three or four feet being allowed. The scratch 

O O O 

Fie. 244.—Tue Turer Hons 

is at a distance agreed upon from the first hole. From this the 
players start in rotation, and the object is to play the marble success- 
ively into each hole, once up and once down, returning to the first 
hole entered. But whoever gets in first has the privilege if he thinks 
it to his advantage of taking a shot at any other marble within range, 
and if he makes a hit of going on to the next hole. He need not 
shoot from the edge of the hole, but placing his thumb on the side 
he is entitled to make a span, that is, stretch out his finger as far 
as he can, and make a half circle with it, and aim from any point 
in the line thus described. As all the marbles are frequently placed 
close to the margin by players anxious to make sure of getting in 
next time, it often pays him to drive everyone away, and then play 
as near as he can to the next hole. He is entitled to play again 
whenever he hits another marble. Should he when a hole behind 
make a span and play ata marble in front, and his own ball accident- 
ally drop into a hole either after striking the object, or without doing 
so, then he must go back to scratch, and if the game is played for 
stakes forfeit a marble. 

The rules are very simple, and may be thus summed up for the 
benefit of the learner. 

- Except when he has reached a hole and spanned from it, or when 
after doing this he has occasionally hit a marble, no one is allowed 
to make two shots in succession.
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It is not permussible to shoot at a marble except from a hole 

which has been won, and then only in the manner described. 

Each hole must be taken in its proper order. You may arrange 

beforehand whether the match is to be up and down only once, or 

as many times as may be fixed. At the beginning it is usual to state — 

whether you are playing for ‘love’ or marbles. 
\ 

Fottow On 

This is a simple amusement for two boys in a quiet lane. One 

goes off in front and they play alternately, the object of the second 

being to touch the marble of the first. Should he succeed in doing 

so the positions are reversed, and he leads till caught up in the same 

way. Easy as it looks the game is highly diverting when played 

with spirit by two boys, one of whom is eager to keep in front, and 

the other just as eager to oust him from that position. Occasionally 

a marble is staked each time, but this is not absolutely necessary. 

These are the chief pastimes with marbles in which knuckling 

is insisted upon. It will be found that different places have rules 

of their own, but anyone who can play the games mentioned will 

pick up a new one in a minute. There are probably close on a 

hundred other games played with marbles, but only a few are 

strictly speaking marble games at all—the others might just as well 

be played with broad beans or horse.chestnuts. The best of them 

may be dismissed with very brief descriptions. 

SINGLE HoLe 

This is a popular pastime in some parts of England. A hole 

is picked out about a foot and a half from some old wall, and by 

the usual method the players arrange who shall go first. The 

scratch is made some twelve or fourteen feet from the hole, and a 

line drawn a foot in front of the latter. Each player contributes 
a marble, and he who has first place takes them in his hand, and 

endeavours to cast them into the hole. All that go in are his pro- 

perty, those that lie between him and the line in front of the hole 

are considered dead. Such.as lie about elsewhere he may have a 

shot at with a pitcher, this being a flat stone, or a piece of slate or 

tile. Whatever he hits and knocks into the hole is also his. The
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next player gathers those that remain, and repeats the operation, 
the others taking their turns till the marbles are all lost and won. 

Eccs in THE Busu 

This is purely a game of chance, and would not be mentioned 
here save for the fact of its being so old a favourite with children. 
It might as well be played with buttons as with marbles. One boy 
takes as many ‘marbles as he likes into his hand, and asks, ‘How 

many eggs are in the bush?’ At che same time he tries every fair 
means of deceiving the on-looker, squeezing his hand tight to make 
believe there are few, or expanding when perhaps it only holds one, 
to give the appearance of straining to conceal half-a-dozen. To 

many boys this seems to be a most engrossing pastime. 

In Scotland a variation of it is played which you should know 
if only to understand the many allusions to it in Scottish tales and 
poems. It is called ‘ Nievy nick nack ’—a ‘nieve’ meaning a fist. 
Here only one marble is used, and the guess is as to which hand it 
is in. First the player juggles with his hands behind his back, 
then bringing them to the front causes them to. revolve round one 
another, while repeating this time-honoured rhyme : 

Nievy, Nievy, nick nack, 

What hand will you tak’— 
The Right or the Wrang : 

Tl beguile you if I can. 

Then he brings his hands to a standstill, and the other must 

make his choice. Many years ago this was a most popular 

pastime in the parish and grammar schools of Scotland, but it is 

not played so much now. 

MISCELLANEOUS GAMES 

It would be quite impossible to mention, far more so to give, 
any detailed description of all marble games. Even those like the 
last, of a guessing or gambling character, are almost without 

number. As they are also short and simple one may pick them up 
ina minute. ‘Nine holes’ is played with a piece of wood with 

nine arches or holes cut in it. On these numbers are placed in
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something like this order, 482101234. The centre holes count 

least, because they are the easiest. Then a player, who must be a 

capitalist in his way, or he may soon go bankrupt, stands at the 

bridge, and takes a marble from each boy who fails from a distance 

of four or five feet to put a marble through a hole, but gives him a 

  

Fre. 245.—Ninr-HoLes Board 

number corresponding to that which he succeeds in driving his 

marble through. Ido not think much of this game, nor much of 
lag out, pyramids, odd or even, and the rest. You will, I think, find 

that the games described on the previous pages comprise all that is 

most interesting and worth learning in marbles. 

Tue Hoop 

Our treatment of open-air pastimes would be incomplete with- 
out some reference to this cherished toy of infancy, and as soon as 
the little toddler can keep up with it, there is nothing that will 

sooner encourage a free use of the legs. As boys grow older they 
begin to despise it perhaps too quickly. If a boy of ten is seen 
amusing himself with one, it will generally be found that his sole 
interest lies in the knack of throwing a hoop forward, and making 
it run back to him. When you know how, this is very easily ac- 
complished, all that is necessary being that the hoop when flung 
from, your hand should-be forced to spin towards you. It has thus 
two distinct motions, one forward and one round about like a wheel, 

turning towards the thrower. This is quite worth trying and 

practising. Later on, when you wish to get ‘screw’ on a billiard 

ball or twist on a cricket ball the same principle of two motions will 

have to be applied. For making the experiment an iron hoop is 

preferable to a wooden one. 

There is no difficulty about trundling an ordinary wooden hoop. 

You. have merely to set it going and keep the pace up with your 

stick, and the guidance will come quite naturally.. Where there 

are two or more children, racing with hoops will yield plenty of fun,
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and if there is a smooth grassy hill near at hand, it is amusing to 
carry the hoops to the top and race down. Very soon the hoops 

begin to have the best of it, when to keep up necessitates a glorious 

scamper. Where there. is a 

broad open country below to 
make such a start introduces an 
exciting element of chance into 

a long race, for one of the hoops 
is pretty sure to bump, and take 
a wrong direction, or fall prone 
on the grass, while the other 
may, after leading for a long 

while, suddenly swerve from the ; 2 

course. Then comes a great trial NG i! aij 
of skill, when each of the com- Neti a he Paes i HRN, erat 
petitors at the bottom tries to & Pty i 
take full advantage of the mis- al y 
hap of his rival, or makes up ‘<i 
for his own. If you wish to’ JN 
go on a long ramble to some 
definite point, the dreariest part 

of the way may sometimes be 
quickly and pleasantly got over 
in this manner. 

Trundling an iron hoop with a crook is not much more difficult. 
You merely set the hoop going, and then passing the hoop round it 
and using a gentle pressure it goes, or seems to go of its.own 
accord. With an iron hoop and crook the best racing is that 
wherein a large number of sharp corners have to be turned. Some- 
times, too, it is arranged that each player shall turn within a small 
circle carefully marked out, and these feats when, as must always 

be the case, done in a tremendous hurry demand very clever and 
dexterous management. 

Another fine trial of skill is, for a boy to try how many hoops 
he can keep going at once. They must, of course, be trundled 

with a stick and not with a crook. At first it will not be found 
easy to keep even two going steadily,.and not passing out of con- 

trol, and when it comes to driving three or four, or even five 

together, the feat will tax the quickness and readiness of even a 
very sharp boy. 

               
                                    
Fic, 246.—Hoor anp Croox’



© 428 COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

CHAPTER XXI 

KNUCKLEBONES 

For a boy who spends a great deal of time in solitude there is not 
a more enchanting game than knucklebones. He can carry the 
bones anywhere in his pocket, and if he forgets them five small 
pebbles or five shells will serve as a substitute. In default of any- 
thing better, five hazel-nuts or chestnuts have been known to serve 
the turn. In Scotland the game is known as that of the ‘chuckie 
stanes’ or the ‘ chuckies,’ that being the term commonly used for 
pebbles. Still more commonly it is called the Buckies—Buckies 
being a species of shell much favoured for the purpose. Dibs, Jacks, 
and Fives are all names applied to the same game. Itis one of the 
very oldest amusements. You may, perhaps, have seen Sir Frederic 
Leighton’s picture of a Greek girl playing it. Herodotus mentions 
it in his ‘Clio,’ the boys and girls of Pompeii played it before that 

ancient town was buried in lava, and as you grow older and read 
many books you will find evidence of its having been an amuse- 
ment at times and places the most unexpected. 

It has been described as an indoor game, but it is. more 
associated with sunny weather under an open sky. I remember a 
village in Northumberland where a flat tombstone in the churchyard 
was occupied every bright day with one or two players. During 

summer it will yield hours of amusement at the brook-side or in 
the woodlands, in the garden, or a corner of the field. You can 

hardly be at a loss for a pastime under any conditions if you happen 

to like playing knucklebones. And a great advantage it has over 
many other games is that it may be played equally well by two 
persons or a solitary individual. 

Beyond question the best instruments are a set of clean white 

knucklebones. They are difficult to buy, yet a few toy-shops keep 
them in stock. If you have a chance it is. best to purchase them, 
because then you can insist on having a uniform set of a proper
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size, whereas the butcher or the cook when appealed to, having to 
deal with sheep of various breeds and sizes, is pretty sure to furnish 
you with an ill-matched set of odd bones. A set of small bones is 
better than one of larger size. 

  

Tic. 247.—A Sur or Kxucxiesones 

The game itself is very difficult to describe because, just as each 
district in England has its own patois or dialect, so also it has 
peculiar rules for playing knucklebones. Undoubtedly the most 
satisfactory way of learning is to seek out a boy or girl who knows 
at least a version of the game, and after acquiring that information 
to add to the stock from other sources as opportunity may arise. 
For the benefit of such as cannot do this, however, it may be as well 
to give a brief outline of a game-—it being understood that no preten- 
sion is made to exhaustiveness. 

The main idea of the game is to throw up one bone and do 
something with one or more of the others while it is falling, and so 
quickly that you are able to catch it. One of these feats—it need 
not necessarily be the first—is to pick up the others—and it is done 
in this way. . You open by tossing up all the bones and spreading 
your hand flat, so that they fall on the back of it. If not one 
remains there, then you have failed and must try again till you can 
catch one or more in this way. Should you be successful, then 
those that are not caught must be taken up one by one between the 
tossing and the catching of one that did remain. Put each aside as it 
is taken, and when all have been lifted you have got through the 
ones, or as children who play the game prefer to say ‘ oneses.’ 

Now for ‘twoses.’ Take the bones in your hand, and retaining 
one to toss, scatter four on the ground, not too far apart, then toss 

the one you have kept, and while it going up and falling again, pick 
up two, laying them aside as before, and repeat the operation. Then 
they have all been lifted, and the second step has been achieved. 

Again the bones are picked up—four being scattered and one
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retained as before, but this time you have to pick up three at the 

first toss and the remaining one at the second, and then you have 

done your ‘ threeses.’ 

Gather them together once more, anil having swept the whole 

into your hand at one toss between the rising and the falling of the 

ball the ‘fourses ’ are accomplished. You had better perfect yourself 

at these simple movements before going on to the others, which are 

considerably more difficult. : 

The order in which the succeeding exercises is taken varies so 

much one hardly knows with which. to begin. In my own youth 

the following one came next. The left hand being placed on the 

‘stone or earth and the bones being held in the right hand, one was 

thrown up, and while it was falling a second was placed between the 

thumb and forefinger of the left hand: it was tossed again, and 

another placed between the fore and middle fingers, and so on till 

the four spaces between the fingers each held a knucklebone. 

When this has been done, your left hand with the knucklebones 

between the fingers is bent so as to make a cavity underneath. 

Then you toss the bone, tip that between the finger and thumb inta 

the hollow, catch the dropping object as before, repeating the opera- 

tion till all the bones are under your left hand. 
Now still tossing and doing each feat before catching you make 

the little ‘housie.’ That is, three bones are arranged in a small 
triangle and one bone put on the top, after which the house is taken 

down brick by brick so to speak, very carefully, for if in lifting one 
bone you disarrange the others, it is considered a failure. 

It will be observed that this is a complete game by itself, and 
may be practised independently. Some players begin with a 
different one. It consists of placing the bones, the usual tossing 
process being understood to go on all the time, at different dis- 
tances apart, first a finger’s breadth, then a span, finally an arm’s 
length apart. In each case they must be picked up successively 
in ones, twos, threes, and then swept in all at once according to the 

rules laid down at the beginning. There are several ways of ar- 
ranging them alongside the hand and arm, which are too intricate 

for detailed description, and there is the scatter from the back of 
your left hand when all the bones are thrown from that position 

according to the rules. As the cast is made while the ball is in the 
air, and the attention fixed on the right or catching hand, the results 
of the ‘scatter’ are very often highly amusing to the onlooker, but a 
little bewildering to him who has to pick them up.
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It would easily be possible to tell you of many other variations 
in this singular and entertaining game, but the farther you advance 

the more complicated are the rules; and what could easily be 

explained by word of mouth and action may appear amazingly 
forbidding when put on paper. If you master the elementary parts 

here described, no doubt you will one day meet with kindred | 

spirits all keen to advance the art of playing knucklebones to the 
highest pitch of perfection.
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CHAPTER XXII 

SOME OPEN-AIR GAMES 

Wuen a boy is by himself, or with a single companion, he often 

feels the need of a game which needs only two players, or can at a 

pinch be played by one. I propose very briefly to describe a selected 
few of that character, without touching upon the hundreds of 

excellent out-door pastimes, which belong more properly to the 
school and its playground. Let us take for a beginning one that 
may often prove of service to the young scholar. 

WALKING ON STILTS 

This is not half as much practised as it used to be. The stilts 

are two poles as stout as is compatible with lightness. To each is 

fastened, at the height at which you desire to-walk, a rest for the 

foot, which had better be screwed on in preference to being nailed, 
in order that as occasion arises they may be taken off and re-adjusted. 
It is easy to walk with them, the whole of the art consisting in 
lifting each stilt with the hand when you wish to advance a step, 
but some practice is needed ere you acquire full confidence and 
security. As soon as that is attained, however, the stilts will be 

found of great service in exploring bogs and marshes, and even 

shallow meres for eggs, plants, and other objevts of the collector. 

Often one can go very comfortably on stilts to islands and other 

places which are disagreeable to wade in, owing to the mud and 

ooze. Ifa canvas bag be slung over the back for carrying whatever 

is gathered, it does not at all interfere with the convenience of walk- 
ing on stilts. Racing and long-distance feats on stilts are some- 

times attempted, but have little to recommend them as pastimes, 

except the ridiculousness of the figures cut by the competitors.
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BATTLEDORE AND SHUTTLECOCK 

Many a boy is able to amuse himself for a long time with these 
toys, which afford for the eye a training that will be of great service 
afterwards in the cricket field. The best battledore closely resem- 
bles a tennis racket, and every boy is familiar with the feather 
shuttlecock. The game consists in trying how long the latter can 
be kept in the air by means of the racket. Two can play it in 
competition with one another, but a single boy has here an amuse- 
ment that does not quickly pall. 

FIELD-MaDE Toys 

With no other instrument than a pocket knife a number of 
amusing toys may be fabricated when you are out walking. One 
could mention no end of whistles, for example. One of the best is 
made from a rod of willow or hazel, which must be cut in spring 
when full of sap. A piece two or three inches long will do. First 
shape the end like the mouth of an ordinary tin whistle, then cut 
out a nick exactly the same as there is in that instrument, so 
that the stick has precisely the same appearance as a whistle from 
the shop. Now carry the incision in the bark all round, and it will 
be easy, if you have chosen a suitable rod, to take the bark com- 
pletely off without breaking it. All that remains to do is to make 
ahole to blow through, which is accomplished by cutting away a 
small section from the topmost side of the wood. Replace the bark 
cylinder and you have a capital whistle, which will sound louder 
and with a strong trill if a dry pea be placed in the opening. 

By carefully, with the point of a pin, extracting the soft part of 
a chestnut so that the husky shell alone remains, a very much 
louder instrument is produced, though of course it is blown in a 
very different fashion. 

Before green corn is quite in ear a whistle may be made out 
of the soft stalks. You must pull one by the top until it breaks ata 
joint, and comes away as a soft tube of pale green. Now cuta length 
of two or three inches, squeeze the end between your finger and 
thumb, and you have asqueaker that is capable of producing sounds 

EE
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so closely resembling those emitted by a bird in distress that I have 
used it successfully to entice a weasel out of the bed of nettles into 
which he had run. 

‘Many other whistles may be made, Bes these are the typical 
examples. Each you will see is fashioned on a different principle, 

and all the others follow one or the other, so that having mastered 
them you can easily produce any of the rest. 

Toy guns in immense variety are sold at the shops, but if you 
wish to make one for yourself there are various ways of doing so. 
That constructed out of a dry elder shoot is one of the best. As you 
no doubt are aware, the inside of the elder consists of a pith, which 

when extracted leaves a hollow tube. Cut this into a convenient 
length and the gun is made; all that is needed now is a ramrod just 

thick enough to fit it easily, and with a stock or knot that will prevent 
it from going too far in. The gun is charged with pellets of moist- 

ened paper, sufficiently pulpy to form an air-tight obstruction. Push 

one pellet through the tube with the ramrod till it is close to the 

mouth, then put in another behind it, and as the air becomes com- 

pressed with the pushing-of the ramrod, it will eventually discharge 

the first pellet with quite a respectable crack. 

On the same principle a tiny pop-gun may be made out of a 

hollow quill, with a very slender ramrod to match. ‘In this instance, 

a suitable charge is obtained by slicing a potato. By pressing each 

end alternately on the slice the two ends, will be stopped with two 

circular pieces of potato, and on pushing with the rod one flies out 

with such force, that in the hands of a boy with mischievous pro- 

pensities this becomes a wicked little instrument. 

Any hollow tube of a suitable size is capable of being made into 
a pea-shooter, in which the pea is simply blown from the mouth 

through the tube, and as boys generally find out without much 

telling, the pea can by this means be propelled with a force 

sufficient to make its impact on a tender place by no means pleasant. 

In some parts of the country the pea-shooter has one day of full 

license, viz. Shrove Tuesday. The Sunday before that is Carlin 

Sunday, and ‘ Carlins’ or gray peas fried with butter and pepper is 

the traditional dish, and every imp who cares to do so has full leave 

to make a general nuisance of himself and his pea-gun for the space 

of twenty-four hours. 
Trigger guns may also be made, but the trouble is considerable, 

and the result unsatisfactory. To make a really good one there 

must be a combination of good material and skilled workmanship, 
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and after all the best home-made article of this kind is little, if at 
all, superior to the worst of those commonly sold at the shops. 

Within doors the merry-thought of a fowl is often made into an 
amusing skip-jack. This is done by fastening the two points of the 
bone together with a couple of plies of strong thread, between which 
a piece of wood is inserted, with which the string may be twisted 
till it acts like a strong spring. No doubt you have at a very early 
age become acquainted with this bit of mechanism, for it is utilised 
in many of the shop toys. Atter the string is sufficiently tight you 
pull the stick through, so that it cannot revolve on account of the 
curve of the merry-thought. Seal it to this with cobbler’s wax and 
turh the toy over, so that the stick rests on the ground. Gradually 
the spring overcomes the resistance of the wax, and the ‘mérry- 
thought’ makes a sudden bound into the air. Out in the fields the 
same toy is ofteh made by substituting a forked twig of hazel, or 
some other tough wood for the merry-thought, and treating it exactly 
as has been described. 

Some boys are very fond of using a ‘sucker.’ It is made by 
cutting a circular piece out of moderately strong leather. Through 
the centre of it a hole is made for the string, which is passed through 
and lies in its place by means of an end-knot. This is your sucker. 

If well moistened and then pressed against any smooth surface, it 

will adhere so firmly that it takes all your strength to pull it away, 
and it will lift fairly heavy articles on the ground. This will appear 

mysterious at first, but you will find it still more interesting to find 
out the cause. 

FIELD GAMES 

There is one amusement in which probably every boy has 
indulged once or twice at least. It is to stand on the bank of a 
river or the margin of a pond and skid stones along the surface. A 
flat-shaped missile is the best, but any imaginable stone can be 
made to jump from point to point on the water. Exactly the same 
‘thing may be witnessed at the sea-side when artillerymen are 
practising at along distance target. A flash of white foam, then 
another and another follows, as again and again the ball strikes the 
water. The amusement of skidding stones used to be called ducks 
and drakes, and hence arose the popular saying, when a man was 

squandering his patrimony he was said to be making ‘ducks and 

drakes ’ of it. 

vra2
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Games with balls have always been, and always will be por “lar, 
but most of these depend for the enjoyment they yield on the 
presence of a considerable number of players. Two boys may 

extract amusement and exercise out of a ball, by giving one another 
catches, and so on, but in regular games they soon begin to find the 
business of fielding wearisome and oppressive.. Among exceptions 

to this general rule; however, must be numbered the northern game 

of ‘knurr and spell,’ the popularity of which has of recent years 

shown a very decided tendency to increase and extend southward. 
The reason for its being suitable to a very small party is that no 

one is needed to stop the ball. The game depends wholly on the 

strength and dexterity of the individual player: it is not as in 

cricket, where the effect of even a splendid stroke may be marred 

by a catch ‘in by the country’ or a mistake on the side of a partner. 

From our present point of view, ‘ knurr and spell’ has one disad- 

vantage. It requires rather more strength and dexterity than a 

child possesses, and is much more suitable to youths of riper years. 
The place on which to play it is on a wide park, heath or common, 

and the instruments are three in number. First, there is the ‘ knurr,’ 

which is in many cases made at home, and is a subject of pride to 
the possessor. It is a ball of boxwood, with workings on the ex- 

terior, the object of which is to afford grip for the bat. Next there 

is the ‘spell’ or trap, used for the purpose of jerking the ball into 

the air. It costs about a sovereign, more or less: according to the 
quality, and is supplied by firms who have made its manufacture a 
‘line’ in their business. Finally, there is the bat or ‘pommel,’ an 
instrument weighted at one end, and with a padded handle. The 
play is very easily understood, although strength and aptitude are 
very necessary to the attainment of excellence. A spring acted 

upon by a trigger releases the ball, which, when about head high, is 
struck with all the strength of the player, his object being simply 
to drive as far as ever he can. The game is fascinating to a degree 
that no one would understand from mere description, and may be 
heartily commended to the attention of boys somewhat older than 
those to whom these pages are addressed. 

Hor Scotcu 

This is one of the old-fashioned pastimes that like knuckle- 

bones or cat’s-cradle may be practised by one or two players, or
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even by one, and still yield endless amusement. Like them, too, 
it-has been subject to many variations according to the district in 
which it is played. The simplest form is that in which the ground 
is marked off into four rectangular beds, whence the game is known 
sometimes as ‘the beds.’ It is also called ‘ pitchers,’ because a piece 
of tile, an oyster shell, slate or flat stone is used as a pitcher. The 
player begins by tossing the pitcher into the first bed, then hopping 
over the line and driving it back with the point of his toe. Next 
he throws it to the second bed, then the third, then the fourth, and 
each time repeats the same process. He is outif the pitcher does 

CATS 
CRADLE 

4 

2     
3    

Fie. 248 

not stop in the bed to which he meant to throw it, but starts either 
into a wrong bed, or on to the line, if he lets down his foot, for all 

the operations must be done hopping, if he kicks the pitcher on to 
a line, or ott of a bed where it should lie. In this form it is very 
easily played, but endless complications have been introduced. For 
instance, there is a game in which there are six beds, and a plum- 
pudding or cat’s head at the end of them, and these six beds are 
further divided. No. 1 remains as it was. No. 2 is halved by a 

perpendicular line. No. 38 is untouched. The fourth is made into 
quarters by connecting the opposite angles. No.5 remains, but No. 
6 is halved like No. 2. In that way the original six beds are made
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into eleven. You must put a chalk figure on each bed, or you are 
certain to forget, which is which. Now a vast number of move- 
ments may be devised, and there are also corresponding actions 
with the legs. The player in a halved bed must stand astride with 
a foot in each division, but on the plain one he has to remain on 
one foot. Whenever he is in the bed marked 4 he has to take the 
pitcher in his stand ; while he is still on one foot jerk it up and catch 
it, and he does the same thing in the one figured 9. On his last 
journey, when the pitcher is thrown into the plum-pudding, he must 
advance through the beds with the motions indicated. He has to hop 
into 1, be astride in 2 and 3, on one foot'4, astride again in 6 and 7, 

on one foot in 9, astride in 10 and 11, and hopping in the cat’s cradle. 
Three times in succession must he now, without dropping his foot, 
lift the pitcher, jerk it upwards, catch and replace it, then with one 
kick given with the foot on the ground, he drives it through all 
the beds to the seratch, and returns in the manner in which he 

advanced. 
You will see, therefore, that hop scotch is a game very well cal- 

culated to provide open-air amusement in hours which otherwise 
‘would be rendered dull by the lack of companions. A set of beds needs 
only to be made, and a suitable pitcher found, and then the steps 
may be practised as long as ever you wish to. 

ATHLETIC EXERCISES 

Of training for regular ‘ sports,’ nothing need be said here, yet 
it will be strange if a boy can love any of the pursuits described 
without becoming at the same time fond of feats of strength and 
agility for their own sake. It isa very great advantage to a rambler 
if, on coming to a broad ditch, he is able to fly across with a fearless 
running leap. The only general fault I have ever noticed about boys 
who commence to do so, is that they generally alight on the bank 
at the other side in too upright an attitude, thereby running great 
danger of a back fall into the water. Get into the way of throwing 
your body wellforward. If you do that then you come to the ground 
face first, and in the most favourable position for scrambling out of 

‘the water, should you have made the mistake of jumping short. 
Nothing makes a good jumper except constant practice, and that 
should be taken on soft ground, not across a ditch. Ina running leap 
the bodyleans forward naturally, but in a long standing jump, a back-
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ward tumble is a common one, so that you need to guard against 

the habit of. alighting from it in an upright position. The running 
and standing hop, step, and leap are excellent strengtheners of the 
jumping muscles. A custom of practising high jumping on a 
heath or common by going pell-mell across the whin-bushes is a 
pleasant and healthy means of preparing yourself for any serious 

contest. No doubt you have to make the jump upright, but the 
act of flinging legs and body sideways is easily acquired. As far 
as health and general efficiency are concerned, not much doubt can 

be entertained that a hardy lively existence in the open air is of far 

more benefit than set training for competition purposes. And 
certainly if you are a born athlete it will do nothing to injure your 

chances of gaining distinction.
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Fishing bag, 280   
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Fishing book, 258 
— can, 254 

— hook, 262 

— line, 249 

Fishing rod, 248 

Flanders giant rabbit, 206 
Float, 249 

Floating, 392 

Flycatcher, 87, 141 

Fool’s parsley, 345 
Fowl, 6, 18, 118 
Fowler’s service tree, 330 

Fox, 28, 45, 119, 280, 286-288, 291, 
297, 366 

Foxglove, 850, 851 
Fox-terrier, 201, 223 

Freshwater mussel, 236 
Fungi, 356, 859 

GAMECOCK, 185 

Games, ab top, 412; at marbles and 

hoop, 417; other open-air, 432 
Gannet, 78 

Gentle, 257, 267, 282 

Goose, 19 

Goatsucker, 70, 72 

Golden-crested wren, 30, 89, 90 

Golden oriole, 29, 80, 89 ; 

— plover, 58 
Goldfinch, 5, 81, 41, 174, 176 
Goshawk, 144, 145 
Grass snake, 808 

Grayling, 267, 268 
Great black-headed gull, 78 
— crested grebe, 99 

— skua, 79 
— titmouse, 86 

Greater whitethroat, 47 
Grebe, 95, 99 

Green cormorant, 78 

Greenfineh, 39 ‘ 

Green woodpecker, 17 
Grey wagtail, 100 
Ground-bait, 258 

Grouse, 64-67, 147 
Grub, 257, 267
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Gudgeon, 269 
Guinea-pig, 231 
Gull, 78, 98, 94 
Gulleries, 98, 94 
Gumping and tickling, 241 
Gun, toy, 434 

Hacearp, 148 
Hand, fishing with the, 242 
Hare, 6, 88, 206, 224-298, 285, 293, 

295, 297, 810 
Harrier, 67 
Harrow Bog, 67 
Harvest mouse, 223 
Hawfinch, 41, 42 
Hawk, 50, 143-158 
Hawthorn, 328 

Hazel, 318 
Heather-bleater, 64 
Hebrides, 77 . 
Hedgehog, 228-230 
Hedge-sparrow, 13, 15, 82, 38, 88, 49, 

88, 105, 106, 143 
Heifer, 291 

Hellebore, 347 
Hemlock, 342 

Hen-harrier, 67, 144 
Heron, 4, 25-27, 80, 166 
Herring gull, 78 
Highways of wild animals, 296 
Hips and haws, 828 
Hockey on the ice, 381 
Holly berry, 333 
Homes of wild creatures, 298 
Homing pigeons, 198, 194, 197, 198 
Hoop, 426 
Hopscotch, 486 
Horse-chestnut, 821 
Houdan fowl, 185 
House-martin, 81 

House-sparrow, 32, 88, 
Sparrow 

Humming top, 415 
Hutches for rabbits, 204 
Hyde Park, wood-pigeons in, 102 

112. See   

COUNTRY PASTIMES FOR BOYS 

Icn, 875 

Jack, 264, 265 

Jackdaw, 16, 17, 20, 58, 182-135, 187, 

141, 394 

Jacksnipe, 64 

Jay, 5, 29, 117, 122, 187, 141-148, 3810 

Kzustrev, 20, 80, 144, 147, 148, 150- 

152, 294 
Kingfisher, 5, 95, 96 

Kite, 148 
Kite making and flying, 408-411 
Kittiwake, 78 

Knife with scissors, 251 
Knocking at the cobbler’s door, 368 
Knucklebones, 428-431 

Knuryr and spell, 486 

LaBurnum, 341 

Landing nets, 254 

Landrail, 60, 292 

Language of birds, 178, 305 
Lapwing, 8-5, 18, 56, 57, 175, 291, 806 
Lark, 5, 82, 67-69, 111, 112, 305, 306. 

See Skylark ; Titlark 
Learning to skate, 877-882 
Leghorn fowl, 118, 185, 189 
Lesser black-backed gull, 78 
— redpoll, 46, 174 

— tern, 79 

— whitethroat, 46 
Lindisfarne, 20 

Line, fishing, 249 

Linnet, 5, 45, 46,112, 117, 128, 176, 
179-181 

Little grebe, 95 
Loach, 238 

Lob-worm, 256, 277, 279 

Loch Ard, 72 

Long-tailed field mouse, 220 

| — titmouse, 20, 21, 86, 89 

Lords and ladies, 355 

Lundy Island, 78
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Maepin, 28-80, 117, 122, 187, 141-148 
Mallard, 165, 288 

Marbles, games at, 417; big ring, 419; 

little ring, 422; three holes, 428; 

follow on, 424 ; single hole, 424; eggs 

in the bush, 425; nine holes, 426 

Marsh-harrier, 67 

Marsh marigold, 353, 354 

Marsh-titmouse, 86 

Martin, 80, 81, 94 

Mavis, 338 

Meadow-pipit, 69 
Meadow saffron, 346 
Mealy redpoll, 46 
Merlin, 67, 147, 148, 152, 155 
Mice, 217-224, 293, 294, 298, 310 
Minnow, 245, 256, 257 

Minorca fowl, 189 

Miscellaneous. pets, 199; cats and 
dogs, 199; rabbits, 203; squirrels, 

211; rats and mice, 217; the hare, 

224; hedgehogs, 228 ; guinea pigs, 

231; tame fish, 231 

Missel-thrush, 30, 32, 34, 183 

Mistletoe, 367 

Mole, 223, 298 
Moorhen, 92, 164, 165, 298 

Moufflon, 119 

Mountain ash, 831 
Mountain linnet, 46 

Mountain streams, 244 

Moyle, Rev. V. H., his rabbit hutch, 
203 

Mussel, 286-288 

NestTLines, when to take, 105; treat- 

ment and food, 108 

Nievy nick nack, 425 

Nightingale, 5, 42-45, 181, 810 
Nightjar, 70, 72 

Nightshade, 848 

Nursing of young birds, 9-13 

Nuthatch, 17, 820 

Nutting, 317; month for, 817; hazel- 

nut, 818; pig-nut, 828 

Nutting crook, 317 
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ORIOLE, 29, 30, 89 

Orkney, 20, 25, 77-79 

Orpington fowl, 193 

Owl, 20, 58, 85, 95, 158-162, 224, 297, 
298, 311 

Oxeye tit, 19, 85, 175 

| Parrriper, 5-7, 10, 18, 59-61, 294, 
295; 806 

Passenger pigeon, 167 
Paste for fishing, 258, 272, 274 

Paston Lake, 94 

Patagonian rabbit, 206 
Pea-shooter, 434 

Peg-in-the-ring, 414 
Peg-top, 412 
Pennell’s two-hook worm tackle, 262, 

267, 281 
Perch, 238, 260-264 

Petrel, 53, 54 

Pets. See Bird pets; Miscellaneous 
pets 

Pewit, 56, 57 

Pheasant, 4-6, 10, 57-59, 114, 119, 
189, 311 

— coops, 312 

Pie, 6, 88 

Pied flycatcher, 87 
—- wagtail, 48, 49, 68, 100 
‘Pig, 814 
Pigeon, 5, 10, 82, 85, 102, 121, 167- 

171, 193-198 

Pigeon-hopper, 196 
Pig-nut, 823 

Pike, 264, 265, 273, 294 
Pipit, 49, 69 

Pitchers, 437 

Plover, 56-58 

Poisonous plants and berries, 387 
Pond and river, birds’-nests near, 90 

Pond fish. See Angling 
Pony, 118 

Pope, 263 
Pop-gun, 434 
Poppy, 356, 857 

Poultry, 185-198, 292
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Privet berry, 339 

Puffin, 55 

Rassir, 538, 55, 56, 208-211, 280, 285, 
292-294, 297-301, 810 

Rambling, observations on, 283 ; out- 

fit for, 283; approaching a fox’s 
den, 286; making a water-wheel, 

988; animals shamming dead, 290 ; 

homes of wild creatures, 293; 

miniature highways, 296 ; a rabbit's 

burrow, 298 ; fording a stream, 301 ; 

in the wild dene, 303; bird lan- 

guage, 305; in woodlands, 307; with 

workers, 311 

Ranunculus, 358 

Raspberry, 832 

Rat, 94, 95, 195, 214, 216, 221, 295, 
298, 810, 366 

Raven, 5, 25, 33, 137, 189-141 

Red-backed shrike, 34 

Redbreast, 15, 88, 84, 103, 112. 

Robin 

Red grouse, 67 
Red-legged partridge, 60 

Redpoll, 46, 105, 174 ' 
Redstart, 19, 87, 88, 176 

Redwing, 117 

Red worm, 256, 267, 269, 275, 282 
Reed-bunting, 35, 38, 70 

Reed-sparrow, 4, 70 

Reed-wren, 99 

Richardson’s skua, 79 
Ring-dove, 27, 102, 169, 170, 306 
Ringed plover, 58 

River fish. See Angling 
Roach, 271-273, 294 

Robin, 8, 9, 16, 81, 108, 104. See 
_ Redbreast . 
Rock-dove, 168 

Rock-pigeon, 85, 169 
Rock-pipit, 69, 70 
Roebuck berry, 327 
Roller-skate, 878, 874 

Rook, 5, 9, 22, 23, 25, 30, 57, 116, 191 
184, 137, 294, 312, 365 

See 
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Rowan berry, 880 

Ruife, 263 

SAND-MARTIN, 94 

Sandwich tern, 79 

Scart, 78, 167 

Scottish nightingale, 99 

Sea-gull, 14, 180, 181, 312 
Sea-shore, birds’-nests on the, 77 
Sedge-warbler, 97, 99 
Shag, 78 

Shamming dead, animals, 290 

Sheep, 118-120, 137 

Sheldrake, 54 

Shepherd’s dog, 812, 818 

Shetland, 77, 79 

Shoveller, 74, 75 

Shrew, 219-221, 294, 310 
Shrike, 34 

Siskin, 46, 105, 174 

Skates, 374 

Skating, 372-382 
Skidding stones, 485 

Skip-jack, 435 
Skua, 79 

Skylark, 67, 68, 181. -See Lark 
Sledge, 884, 385 

Sliding, 378, 386 

Sling, 284 
Sloe, 329 

| Slow-worm, 309 

Smerle, 193, 194 

Snake, 18, 19, 807-309 

Snipe, 68, 64 

Snowballing, 371 

Snow-bunting, 70 

Snow-man; 368 

Solan goose, 78 

Song-thrush, 14, 38, 34, 42, 182 
Sparrow, 9, 81, 85, 110, 112, 114, 123- 

128, 151, 176 
| Sparrow-hawk, 21, 22, 80, 114, 144, 

147-152, 292, 367 
Spear for eels, 239, 240 
Spider, 291 

Spindle berry, 334
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Spoonbill duck, 74 
Spotted crake, 63 
— flycatcher, 87 

— woodpecker, 18 

Spring flowers, 30£ 
Squailer, 284 

Squirrel, 16, 81, 211-217, 285, 314, 
319, 365, 366 

Starling, 16, 17, 29, 58, .85, 107, 137- 

139, 150, 175 
Stewart’s three-hooked fishing tackle, 

267 

Stilts, 482 

Stoat, 223, 285, 292, 298, 297, 310 
Swallow, 10, 81, 83, 137 

Swan, 19 

Sweet-briar, 328 

* Sweet chestnut, 322 
Swift, 80 
Swimming, 390-397 

Stock-dove, 20, 58, 169-171 

Stonechat,. 74, 77 

> Stonehatéh, 58 
Storm petrel, 53, 54 

Storms, 861 

Strawberry, 332 

Suckers, 485 

TALKING bird pets, 137 
Taming birds. See Birds for taming 
Tawny owl, 20, 160 

Teal, 73 : 
Tench, 275 © 
Tern, 79 
Throstle, 88 

' Thrush, 5, 14, 30, 88, 34, 41,42, 81, — 
112, 115, 117, 143, 150, 1824184 

Titlark, 48, 49, 69. See Lark 

Titmouse, 20, 86, 176 

Toboganning, 383 
Tomtit, 4, 16, 19, 85, 365 
Tools for toy-boat making, 399 

Tops, 412-416 
Toy-bout making and sailing, 898- 

407 

Toy guns, 434 
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Toys, field-made, 433 
Traps for birds, 114 
Treading water, 395 

Tree climbing, 395 

Tree-creeper, 22 
Tree-pipit, 69, 70 

Tree-sparrow, 38 

Trick birds, 174 

Trigger guns, 434 
' Trout, 288, 234, 242, 248, 266-268, 
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Truffle, 314 

Truffle-hunters, 314 

Tufted duck, 73 

Turtle-dove, 168 

Twite, 45, 46 

| Virer, 308 

| Vole, 221, 285, 297, 310 

Waerarn, 48, 49, 99, 100 

Walking on stilts, 482 
| Walls and ruins, birds’-nests in, 80 
Wasp, 257 
Water-birds, 163 
Water crowfoot, 854 
— dropwort, 845 
Water hemlock, 345 
Waterhen, 91-93, 164, 165, 288, 
Water-ouzel, 94 
Water-rail; 95 
Water-rat, 95, 221, 222 
Water-shrew, 221, 229, 285 
Water-vole, 221, 222, 285 
Water-wagtail, 99, 163 
Water-wheel, 218, 288, 289 

294 

| Ways of making bird pets, 104 
Weasel, 222, 223, 285, 290, 292, 297, 

208, 807, 810, 366 
Whale, 291 

Whaup, 72 
Wheat-eur, 55 

Whinchat, 74, 77 
Whipping top, 415 
Whistles, 438
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White bryony, 850, 352 
White mouse, 217 
Whitethroat, 46 
‘White-throated dipper, 94 
White wagtail, 100 
Whortleberry, 335 
Wild duck, 20, 90, 99, 165 
— pigeon, 167-171 
— rabbit, 209 
— raspberry, 332 

2h yose, bas 
— sheep; 119 
— strawberry, 882 
Willow-warbler, 62 
Willow-wren, 90, 99 

    

Winter amusements, 861-372 - ° 
‘— feeding of birds, 362 
Wipe, 806 
Wolf, 119 

  

  

Woodcock, 68, 64 
Woodlands, 807 

‘Woodlark, -68 
Wood-mouse, 820 
Wood-owl, 162 
Woodpecker, 17, 18, 30 
Wood-pigeon, 10, 102, 114, 121, 150 
Wood-wren, 90 

Words of the birds, 305. 
Wounded soldie?;388 - 
Wren, 9, 18, 80; 88, 88-90, 99 
Wryneck, 18 

YAFFLE, 17, 18 
Yellowhammer, 9,.70, 178, 179 
Yellow wagtail, 100 * 
Yew berry, 838 
Yorline, 70 
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