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Lifting their hands to heaven, these sturdy men say, “We swear it; we 

will do or die.” 

- And there we must leave them. I thought you would like to see Robert 

Bruce, so I have brought you here. It was only, however, a flying visit, so now 

we are off again to Cumberland. . 
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At a convenient time he crossed over again, and until such time ashe could - 

gather together a large army, he contented himself with sallying forth from his 

mountain hiding places, and cutting off stray parties of the English. 

This may seem somewhat cruel and. unfair thus to dart down from an 

ambush upon defenceless men ; but both sides were equally ferocious, and pity 

was not so much as known in their dealings with one another. 

Whensoever Edward had captured any of his Scottish foes, he put them at 

once to death, either by hanging or dismembering. 

He had thus treated Sir Christopher Seton and his brother, Sir John Seton. 

Nigel Bruce, the brother of King Robert Bruce, in spite of the universal pity that 

he excited: by reason of his youth and beauty, was hung without shrift or mercy. 

The Earl of Atholl, who was connected with Edward’s own family, was 

seized as he was trying to escape from Scotland; and the only respect that 

Edward paid to his own blood-relation was to cause him to be hanged ona 

gallows, twenty feet higher than the rest of his fellow-sufferers, and to be cut to 

pieces, even as Wallace had been. 

Sir Richard Fraser was decapitated, and, his head crowned with laurel 

in derision, was put on London Bridge, by the side of Wallace. 

The women fared scarcely better. The Countess of Buchan, who, as you 

remember had crowned Bruce with her own hands, was shut up in a cage of 

wood and iron, which was erected in a turret of Berwick Castle, overhanging the 

street, so that every one who passed by could see her, and mock at her. Here 

she remained for four years, until she was sent elsewhere by Edward II. 

' There is a terrible story told about “the Douglas Larder” to show the 

savagery and cruelty on the other side, but I really cannot tell it you, as it would 

give you a most dreadful nightmare; and we have had quite enough of horrors 

already. 5 

The Earl of Pembroke, who was now in Scotland with a large body of 

English soldiers, sent « direct challenge to Bruce, daring him to come away 

from his haunts in the mountains, and meet the English face to face in the 

battle-field.


