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rebellion against himself. . Immediately all the assembled guests jumped to their 
feet, and, drawing their swords, made the same solemn vow. 

The King then turned to his son, and made him. give a solemn promise 
upon his troth as a knight, that if by any mischance his father, King Edward, 
should die before this vengeance was accomplished, that he would have him 
embalmed, and carry his body about with him on his campaign, until such 
time as Bruce had been defeated, and Scotland once more reduced to submission. 
He then appointed Carlisle as the place where at midsummer the barons, 
and knights, and their soldiers were to meet, there to unite their forces, and 
march on to Scotland. ) 

In the meantime, he gave orders to Aymier de Valence, Governor of 
Scotland, with a large body of men, to cross the Border, and to commence 
operations at once. ; 

While Edward was thus preparing to crush Bruce with his ey power, 
the latter found himself in great difficulties, 

Comyn had many relatives amongst the Scottish nSpiie: and the Barls of 
March, of Angus, and Fife, and the Lairds of Lorn and Abernethy, amongst 
others, were gathering their clans together to revenge their kinsman’s death. 

_ The Earl of Pembroke, with a large army, was now advancing upon Perth, 
and in the wood of Methven, surprised Bruce, who fought most bravely ; four 
times he was unhorsed, and four times did he get on horseback again, until at 
last, as his soldiers fell on every side of him, and seeing how hopeless it.was to 
go on fighting against such fearful odds, he retreated, with a body of 500 men, to 
the mountains of Atholl. 

Here he had all kind of adventures, which you children would be delighted 
to hear about, but which I have no time now to dwell upon. 

For instance, he was once in a narrow pass near Loch Tay, and three 
strong stalwart Highlanders, followers of Lord Lorn, came suddenly upon him. 
One seized the bridle of his horse, the second laid hold of his leg, and tried by 
main force to drag him off his horse. Bruce, with a blow of his claymore, felled 
the first man to the ground ; and as the pass was so narrow that he could not 
get away from the man who was clinging to his leg, he put spurs to his horse, 
and as it sprang forward, the hands of his assailant being entangled in his 
stirrup, he dragged him off the ground after his horse. In the meanwhile, the 
third Highlander sprang up, and attacked the King from behind with a sharp 
dagger, endeavouring to stab him in the back. Bruce turned round, and, taking 
his battle axe, drove it right through the man’s head, down to his shoulder-


