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elated with this success that, although pretty well tired out by this time, 

they rushed impetuously upon the third division, and scattered it in all 

directions. 

Thus, as they said, they gained three victories in one day. These successes 

put new heart into the Scots, and the Regent marched on down to the South 

with a large body of soldiers, capturing all the important castles that came in 

his way. Edward, hearing of this, made up his mind that he must once more 

come and give these troublesome Scotsmen another lesson. He collected a 

large army and a great fleet, and followed exactly the same tactics as he had 

done before. Wherever his army marched it laid waste. It must have been 

very dreadful to have lived on the line of march in those days, 

When the English advanced, the Scots retreated, and everything that could 

not be carried away was burned, the cattle were driven off, the crops were 

trampled down, the hay-stacks were fired. Then the tide of victory turned, the 

English retreated, and the Scots advanced, and the same dreadful things were 

enacted over again, until the land became a howling wilderness. Edward now 

marched into the heart of Scotland, and everywhere tidings were carried of the 

extreme wrath and anger of the English King, who had come with a most power- 

ful army, vowing vengeance and destruction upon all his enemies. 

The Scottish nobles, and Comyn the Regent, began to think that perhaps 

. they had gone too far, and that it would be better to make terms of peace, and 

so they came to the King, and humbly begged his forgiveness. They laid down 

their arms and made submission. They were but feeble folk at the best. 

Wallace was invited to join them, and to make his peace with Edward. He 

knew, however, that the English King looked upon him as the prime mover in 

all the Scottish troubles, and he said that he would only yield on condition 

that the King would sign a solemn covenant to respect his life and property. 

When Edward heard of this he was in a fury, and used some very strong 

language about Wallace, and said that so far from respecting his life and 

property, he would, then and there, give 400 marks to any one who brought him 

the traitor’s head. 

Wallace thereupon very prudently retreated still further into the moun- 

tains. 

- The King now advanced to Stirling Castle, which was garrisoned by only 

140 men under Sir William Oliphant. The English army mustered many 

thousands. The castle was besieged for ninety days. The English brought 

large catapults that heaved great masses of stone against the walls. The castle


