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And now the whole body of Scottish cavalry, as pre-arranged amongst 
themselves, without so much as drawing a sword, rode off the field. Even the 
English themselves branded these traitors as cowards, for leaving their comrades 
in the lurch. In spite of this base desertion, and in spite of the overwhelming . 
number of their foes—for they were three to one—the Scottish spearmen stood 
firm, “standing as strong as a castle walled with stone, with their spears point 
over point, so thick and close together that it was fearful to behold ; and the 
array seemed so impenetrable that it was commonly said no living men could 
pierce though them, though you mustered the bravest i in England from Berwick 
to Kent.” 

The English archers, however, poured in such destructive showers of arrows 
that at last the brave spearmen began to falter, as man after man went down, 
pierced through and through with the long shafts. 

And now the English cavalry came to the front and charged into the gaps 
already made by the archers, and having once made their way into the charmed 
circle, brought havoc among the lightly-armed Scots. The English knights, 
you must remember, were in steel from head to foot, the Scots were only armed 
with shields and stout leather jerkins. 

Fighting desperately to the last, Wallace gradually retreated, always with 
his face to the foe, to Callander Wood. 

The English lost but few men in the battle, the Scots lost upwards of 

fifteen thousand men, so that the victory rested entirely with the English. 

Wallace retreated upon Stirling Castle, and when the English King and his 
army followed him there, they found that the Scottish Chieftain had escaped, 

leaving behind him only a heap of smouldering ruins. 

_ Edward found to his surprise and disgust that the towns of St. Andrews 
and then Perth, had been set on fire by the citizens, in order that the English 

troops should have no pleasant winter quarters. 

He soon began to realize that his soldiers would starve in this inhospitable 
country, where everything was laid waste, and even the chief towns were set on 

fire by their inhabitants. 

Accordingly, after struggling for fifteen days against the famine that had 
set in, he gave orders for a retreat back again to England, capturing on his 
way, as his sole consolation, the Castle of Lochmaben. 

The Scots now appealed to Pope Boniface, who wrote a letter to Edward, 
and bade him leave the Scots alone. In this letter, having been of course 
duly coached therein, he mentioned a number of facts to prove that the


