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hatred of him, than they cut his skin off -him, and slicing it into small strips, 

made leather thongs of it with which to drive their horses, 
Wallace now followed up his victory by first of all recapturing all the 

important Scottish fortresses that were held by the English. Some of these he 
dismantled, others he garrisoned. 

And now he began to feel that it was time for him to show his power. The 
Scottish people had made him “the Guardian of the Kingdom,” and he was to 
act as a kind of Regent for King Baliol; who was still in captivity. As the 
English had invaded Scotland, Wallace thought that he would now return the 
compliment. Accordingly he gathered together a large host of the fiercest 

soldiers:he could find, and, crossing the Border, he poured his marauders, like a 

devasting flood, upon the quiet farms and peaceful homesteads of Northumber- 

land. 

Here is a graphic description given by an eye-witness: 

“At this time the Scots took up their quarters in the forest of Rotheberry, 

nor was there any one to make them afraid, while the praises of God and the 

services were not heard in any church or monastery throughout the country, 

from Newcastle-on-Tyne to the gates of Carlisle. All the monks, canons 

regular, and ministers of religion, along with the whole body of the people, had 
fled from the face of the Scots, who were permitted to pass their whole time in 
one continual scene of slaughter, burning, and rapine, from the feast of S. Luke 

to S. Martin’s Day ; nor was any one found to oppose them, except the soldiers 

of the garrison of Berwick and of other castles hard by, who ventured from 

their walls, and cut off a few stragglers in the rear.” 

All our sympathy must go away from these wicked spoilers; we can 

feel for men fighting for their country’s freedom, but we altogether detest 

and abominate them when they are engaged in deeds of ruffianly cruelty 

and wanton destruction. These men, many of them from Galloway, broke into 

the churches and monasteries, put the priests and monks to death, and carried 

away as plunder all the beautiful sacred vessels of gold and of silver, all the 

robes and vestments of the priests, all the jewelled croziers-and mitres that they 

could find in the abbeys and religious houses. Nothing was safe from their 

ravenous hands ; and, having finished their work of spoliation, the axe, and the 

hammer, and the fiery torch were brought into action, to give the finishing touch 

to their work. ¢ ieee 

When they came, however, near to Durham, the sky became overclouded, 

and a tremendous storm of hail, followed by a severe frost, seemed to show them


