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For a long while Wallace and his followers lived a wild life in the woods, 
every now and then dashing out upon any English soldiers carrying supplies, who 
passed their way. Their captives were immediately slain (such were the 
‘barbarous customs of that day, which knew no pity), and their corn, and wine, 
and weapons were carried off to the dens and caves where the outlaws 
lived. : 

These exploits very soon became famous, and all the bolder spirits amongst 
the Scots began to find their way to Wallace, who soon saw gathered round 
him a large body of men equally resolute with himself, to fight to the death 
against the English. : 

Dividing into several bodies, they spread over the surrounding country, and 
from the innermost recesses of dense woods, or from caverns perched up on a 
lofty mountain side, they would espy the English convoys passing by, and would 
swoop down upon them, and carry dismay and disaster into their ranks. 

Wallace used to go about in disguise, in order to discover the movements 
of the enemy. He would appear as an ordinary traveller in the streets of a 
town, but underneath his plaid, or mantle, he would have a complete suit of 
armour, his Highland bonnet was lined inside with steel, and his leather eauneee 
had a lining of plates of iron. 

His fame spreading abroad attracted other Scottish chiefs to his side; Sir 
Andrew Moray, Lord of Bothwell, and Lord William Douglas, who had com- 
manded Berwick Castle when Edward had taken it, came to cast in their lot 
with this new Champion of Scotland’s liberty. 

Ormesby, the Justiciar, was now on his way to Scone, to hold his court, and 
news of this being brought to Wallace by his spies, he and Douglas forthwith 
marched silently and stealthily to the side of the road along which the English 
were about to pass, and then darted out upon them. The surprise was complete, 
the soldiers were slain, the officers of the court were killed in their carriages, all 

the goods, and the great chest containing all the monies of the Justiciar, were 
seized, while Ormesby himself, with a few followers, only just managed to 

escape. 

This was a great blow to the English, and now Sir Alexander Lindesay, 
Sir Richard Lundin, and Wisheart, Bene of Glasgow, came “openly over to the 
side of Wallace. 

Sir William Douglas now made’a bold attempt to capture Sanquhar Castle, 
which was held by the English. He bribed a carter, whose duty it was to carry 
a large cart-load of wood into the castle, to lend him his waggon and his dress.


