
274 The Children’s Fairy History of England. 
  

As you may remember, there was at Scone a celebrated stone upon which 
the Kings of Scotland had always been crowned. ‘This stone was said to be the 
very one which Jacob had used as a pillow while sleeping. at Bethel. 

There was also a very curious prophecy concerning it : that wheresoever 
it should be placed, the Scotch would always govern. 

Edward took this famous stone, and carried it away to the South. 
Next time you go to Westminster Abbey, look under the Coronation Chair, 

and there you will see this wonderful stone resting comfortably enough. 
As Scotland now forms part of the British Empire, and as ardent Scots- 

men say, England has been annexed to Scotland, this prophecy has, in a 
measure, been fulfilled. 

Edward now appointed Earl Warenne as Governor, Cressingham as 
Treasurer, and Ormesby as Justiciar of Scotland. 

These men whom Edward had put in office soon began to show the 
unhappy Scots that they were not put there for nothing. Earl Warenne found 
the climate of Scotland too cold for himself, and retired to the South of 
England, leaving his two colleagues in charge, 

Cressingham, the Treasurer, extorted money by rates, taxes, and fines, 
multiplying them as he thought expedient. At no period of their history have the 
Scots been fond of parting too readily with their money—in this, as in all 
other matters, they have always been very cautious, and rightly so—and they had 
no idea of filling Cressingham’s money-bags in the wholesale way that he 
desired. 

Ormesby came in where Cressingham failed, and as Justiciar he visited all 
those who were inclined to be rebellious, with the grim terrors of the law. 
Between these two officers of State the Scots were well-nigh driven to 
desperation. 

But now there came to the front a very remarkable man, who did his very 
best to win back for Scotland her independence. 

William Wallace was the younger son of Sir Malcolm Wallace, of Ellerslie ; 
as an ancient poem says: 

“ He was come of gentlemen, 
In simple state he was then; 
His father was a manly knight, 
His mother was a lady bright ; 
He was gotten and born in marriage ; 
And his elder brother the heritage 
Had, and joyed all his days.”


