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invaded Scotland he would return the compliment by landing a large force of 

French troops in the south. 
Baliol, on his part, promised that aneeny Edward invaded France, he 

would let loose a large body of Scots upon the north. 

In addition to this, Baliol’s son, Edward, was betrothed to Philip’s niece, 
Jane of Valois. 

King Edward was made acquainted with all these little arrangements, and he 

at once despatched a body of troops to Guienne, and summoned Baliol to 

surrender to him the Castles of Roxburgh, Jedburgh, and Berwick, and also 

bade him come and give an’account.of himself at Newcastle, where he had an 

army of 40,000, all ready to give the King of Scotland rather a warm reception. 
Baliol was far too wary not to suspect mischief, and accordingly he declined 

Edward’s pressing invitation, and remained where he was. Thereupon Edward 

dissembled no longer, and advanced his army to Berwick, which was then 

garrisoned by the Scots. 

Behind a strong wooden stockade the citizens taunted Edward. 

“ Kynge Edwarde wanne thou havest Berwick pike thee, 
Wanne thou havest geten dike thee.” 

These words had a very stimulating effect upon Edward, who led his 

stormers to the attack, and breaking down the stockade, was soon in the streets. 

The town was given up for two days as a prey to the English soldiers, and 

7,000 of its garrison, and many more of its inhabitants, were slain. 

Some Flemish merchants had fled to their factories, and there resisted all 

attacks that were made upon them. As the English could not force their way 

in, they brought faggots and piled them all round the building, and eventually 

burnt the brave defenders to death. 

As the slaughter was at its height, the sound of chanting was heard 

mingling with the cries of the infuriated soldiers, and the poor people they were 

murdering. 

A procession of clergy and choristers came through the streets, bearing 

under a canopy the Consecrated Host. When Edward saw this, his heart 

relented, and he burst out crying. (It was a great pity, as Jack rightly says, ° 

that the crying was not done before.) He then called off his troops, and spared 

the remainder of the inhabitants. 

A few days after, the Abbot of Arbroath brought a message to Edward 

from Baliol, in which he threw off his allegiance to the English King.


