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Edward sent back word that Philip had his remedy, and could sue the English 

_ sailorsin a French Court of Law. Thereupon Philip summoned Edward, as Duke 

of Guienne, to appear at Paris before the Court of Justice, to answer for the deeds 

of his countrymen. 

More correspondence took place ; at last Philip said that if Edward, as a 

mere matter of form, would give the French King possession of the Duchy of 

Guienne, his honour being thus justified, he would at once restore Guienne back 

again to its lawful sovereign, Edward I. 

This is what is called in legal circles, “The confidence trick.” You will 

often see an account of it in the papers. A young man from the country 

meets two benevolent strangers, who invite him to take a friendly glass of beer. 

One of them relates how he‘has come into a large sum of money, and takes out a 

' pocket-book full of false bank-notes, which he shows as a proof of his assertion. 

The conversation turns upon trusting, and one stranger challenges the other to 

put his trust in him. Accordingly the man with the bank-notes puts his pocket- 

book into the other stranger's hands, who then goes out, and returns in ten 

minutes’ time with the money all intact. The young countryman is now 

challenged to show his faith and trust. He forthwith hands his watch and 

his purse over to one of these benevolent and wealthy gentlemen, who straight- 

way goes out for aten minutes’ stroll. While he is gone, the other stranger makes 

an excuse and quits the room. The young man waits and waits, but alas! his 

two benevolent friends, together with his watch and his purse, have gone, never 

to gladden and rejoice his heart again. In short, he has been cleverly 

swindled. 

This was exactly the way that Philip treated Edward. Having got 

possession of the Duchy, he forthwith summoned him over to appear before him in 

a French Court of Law. On Edward’s declining to come, Philip, instead ot 

keeping his promise, kept the Duchy, and said that Edward, by his disobedience, 

had forfeited the Duchy to the French Crown. 

‘Edward was in a fury when he found out how signally he had been 

tricked, and he immediately declared war upon the King of France. He hastily 

collected an army together, and, as he had not sufficient soldiers of the regular 

army, he gave orders that all the prisons and jails of the kingdom should be 

thrown open, and all the convicts to be found therein should be enlisted for 

foreign service. A pleasant look out for the French, was it not? 

Now it was that Baliol thought his chance had come, and he made a 

secret alliance with the King of France. Philip promised that directly Edward


