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Baliol did public homage for his crown, first of all at Berwick, where the: 

Council had been sitting for the last few weeks; then at Newcastle. After he 

had done this, he was crowned King of Scotland at Scone. 

It was not very long before the King of England made the new King of 

Scotland feel his inferior position. _ 

‘Every now and then, upon a decision being given in ‘the Scottish Courts 

against a claimant, an appeal was lodged to the English Courts, sitting at 

Westminster ; and four times in the first year of his reign King John was 

summoned to appear in London, there to answer the appeal that had been 

lodged. 

Travelling in those days was by no means an easy matter—there was no 

Scotch express running from Edinburgh to Euston in eight hours—and it was a 

very serious matter to pass through all the wild country that separated the 

capital of Scotland from that of England. Besides, it was very unpleasant for 

King John to have his legal decisions overruled and declared null and void by 

an English Court of Law. 

Accordingly, he resolved to bide his time, and to shake himself free, when- 

ever he should get a chance, of the usurped authority of the English King. 

He had not to wait long, and his opportunity came in this way. 

An English vessel and a Norman vessel, that happened to be in each other’s 

neighbourhood, sent their boats to obtain water at Bayonne. 

Each crew endeavoured to get sole possession of the village pump, and as 

the Frenchmen probably called the Englishmen “ Rosbif bulle-dogues,” and 

the Englishmen retaliated by telling the Frenchmen that they were “ A set of 

frog-eating landlubbers,” their tempers waxed hot, and from words they 

soon came to blows; and at last a Frenchmen tried to stab one of our jolly Jack- 

Tars, who forthwith knocked him head over heels, and as he fell his dagger ran 

into his side, and he died of the wound. The rest of the English sailors rescued 

their comrade from the Frenchmen, who were clamouring for his blood: and 

hurried him down to their boat, and took him aboard. 

The French sailors went and complained to their King, who bade them mind 

their own business, which they forthwith proceeded to do. They armed them- 

selves with knives and cutlasses, and bore down upon an inoffensive merchant- 

ship that was beating up Channel. Being taken by suprise, the English crew was’ 

completely in their power. They went down into the cabin and dragged up an 

innocent and inoffensive merchant, who was making his passage from Bayonne 

to Dover, and having laid hold of the ship’s dog, they ran up by a couple of


