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of a summer’s evening at this castle, as it is pictured in the two first stanzas of 
Marmion. 

Now, Jack. 

I 

“Day set on Norham’s castled steep, 
And Tweed’s fair river, broad and deep, 

And Cheviot’s mountains lone ; 
The battled towers, the Donjon Keep, 
The loop-hole grates, where captives weep,’ 
The flanking walls that round it sweep, 

In yellow lustre shone. 
The warriors on the turrets high, 
Moving athwart the evening sky, 

Seemed forms of giant height; 
Their armour as it caught the rays, 
Flashed back again the western blaze, 

In lines of dazzling light. 

2. 

“St. George’s banner, broad and gay, 
Now faded, as the fading day . 

Less bright, and less, was flung ; 
The evening gale had scarce the power 
To wave it on the Donjon tower, 

So heavily it hung. 
The scouts had parted on their search, 

The castle gates were barr’d ; 
Above the gloomy portal arch, 
Tuning his footsteps to a march, 

The warder kept his guard, 
Low humming, as he paced along, 
Some ancient Border gathering song.” 

Very well recited, Jack ! 

Such was the place and its surroundings where Edward decided upon the 
merits of the candidates for the Scottish throne. After many negotiations, and 
much talking, all the candidates. but John Baliol, Robert Bruce, and John 
Hastings, were disqualified, and at last John Baliol was selected as the rightful 
heir, upon condition that he did homage to Edward for his throne, and 
acknowledged him as his sovereign lord. ! 

Edward had no right to demand this of Baliol; it was a gross misuse of 
his power to do so, still, as all the Scotch castles had been resigned into the 
King’s hands, and as all the Scottish nobles had already sworn fealty to Edward, 
Balicl was obliged to follow their example.


