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Crown. This was a. terrible blow to them. The Archbishop of : York and 
his clergy at once offered to the King a fifth of all their goods, hoping. by 
this sacrifice to be restored to favour. T.re other clergy in. the South, 
excepting the Archbishop of Canterbury, who stood firm, and retired to a quiet 
country living, where he lived upon the alms of his people, were only too glad to 
purchase back at any cost the King’s good will. 

So you see that the clergy were well paid out for the exultation they 
showed at the banishment of the unhappy Jews. 

There was no more to be got out of the clergy, for they were now about as 
poor as church mice. The King, however, wanted money, so he tried his hand at 
squeezing the people. Pee 

Wool and hides were the two chief exports of the country, so he laid a 
heavy tax upon them ; occasionally, by way of introducing a pleasing variety, he 
sent down to the ports, and seized for his own use all the wool and hides he could 
find on board ship, or lying on the quays. ‘This was varied by visits to farms, 
and a general driving off of the sheep, and cattle, and pigs that might be found 
there, and a wholesale emptying of barns, The unhappy merchants and farmers 
were told, when they protested against this robbery, that they would be paid back 
again in time; but they had learnt from sad experience that a King’s word was not 
as good as his bond, and they knew very well that not a single penny would ever 
come their way from the King’s purse. 

Becoming alarmed at all this, for ruin was staring them in the face, they 
met together and resolved to resist this spoliation. 

The King was then starting off for the Continent to engage in one of his 
campaigns. He had two armies on the point of embarking—one for Flanders, 
the other for Guienne. He offered the command of these armies to two of his 
highest nobles—Bohun, Earl of Hereford, the Earl Constable ; and Bigod, Earl of 
Norfolk, the Earl Marshal. To the King’s astonishment, they both refused to 
go. Furious at the refusal, Edward shouted out to Bigod, “ By the heavens 
above us, Sir Earl, you shall either go or be hanged !” Immediately back 
came the answer, “By the heavens above us, Sir King, I will neither go nor 
be hanged !” “eau. 

And thereupon the two Earls took their departure, with all their troops, and 
1,500 knights. 

The King was much taken aback, and he saw that matters were getting 
serious. He came back to London, and put himself under the protection of the 
clergy, whom he had so injured. Standing on a platform, outside Westminster


