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punished the offenders very severely. Still he was the one who was really 

to blame. , 

The clergy were so delighted to get rid of the Jews, that of their own free- 

will they made the King a present of one-tenth of their incomes. (They suffered 

for this nicely afterwards, as you shall hear.) The people, not to be behindhand, 

gave the King one-fifteenth, so that altogether, what with all the goods and 

chattels of the 15,000 rich Jews he had banished from his kingdom, and the gifts 

presented to him by the clergy and laity, Edward must indeed have thought 

that he had done a good stroke of business. He had behaved wickedly and 

abominably for all that, and he injured his country by his short-sighted selfishness, 

' for the Jews, thus rudely banished, took all their energy and their ability to 

other countries, and avoided England for centuries afterwards, as if it had the 

plague. 

I might perhaps tell you here of two other acts of extortion of which the 

King was guilty. You must know that throughout his reign he had to wage 

war with the Welsh, the French, and the Scotch, and these wars cost him a great 

deal of money. 

As the clergy had made him a free-will offering of a tenth of their incomes, 

it occurred to him that they had money to spare, so he first of all turned to 

them. 

Under pretence of going on a Crusade, he persuaded the Pope to grant him 

a tenth of all clerical incomes for six years. Not satisfied with this, ashe found 

that he wanted money for his war with France, he sent men out to overhaul the 

treasuries of the churches and monasteries, and whatever sums of money he 

found deposited there for safety, he forthwith claimed them as his own, and 

carried away. He then told the clergy that he wanted one-half of their incomes. 

At this impudent demand, all the Bishops, and Abbots, and Parish Priests were 

filled with alarm and indignation; they met together to protest, but being 

threatened with violence, they meekly submitted. 

The next year, the King demanded a third of their incomes, but accepted at 

last a tenth. They appealed to the Pope, who issued a Bull forbidding the 

clergy to give up their incomes to any laymen whatever without the Papal 

consent. The King, who could use the Pope for his own purpose, did not 

like the clergy using him also in their self-defence; so he simply ignored the 

Papal Bull, and outlawed the clergy, cutting them off from the protection of the 

law, so that anyone might rob or murder them without fear of consequences, 

while all their possessions and incomes became the absolute property of the 
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