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big handfuls of gold and silver, which they threw out for a scramble. The 
streets were hung with silks, and tapestry, and flags, and banners; alto- 
gether there was a regular jollification. The Londoners had hated Edward’s 
father, the late King, and they resolved now to show how much they loved 
his son. 

Edward now began to feel the want of money, and I am sorry to say that he 
set to work to obtain it in a very wicked way. 

The Jews in those days were always hated, and all sorts of stories were told 

about them. They were said to get hold of Christian children, and then they 

would circumcise them, and crucify them, and quaff their blood. 

A little boy was found dead in a house at Lincoln, and as he was reported 
to have been killed by Jews, the people of the city made a saint of the little 
child, and called him St. Hugh. 

Having just come from the Crusades, Edward was enclined to be especially 
hard upon these unhappy people. ' He forbade them to build a synagogue for 
their worship, he made them wear a special dress, so that when they went out 
they might be recognized and laughed at. He taxed them very heavily, and 
hung in-London alone two hundred and eighty of them for the crime of 
clipping and adulterating coin. 

This persecution lasted for some years, each year Edward devising some 

fresh means of making their lives unhappy, and getting more money out of 

them. He cast them into prison, and would not let them go out until they had 
paid £12,000. He forbade them to lend money on usury, or to keep banks, 
and finally he banished them all, to the number of 15,000 from England. They . 
were put on board vessels with just enough money to keep them for a few days 
when they landed, and all the rest of their property, cash, houses, and lands, 

Edward calmly laid hold of, and kept for his own use. 

Many of these poor Jews were cast overboard into the sea by the crews of the 

vessels in which they were sailing. In one memorable instance, the captain of 

a ship who had on board a number of wealthy merchants, steered to a sandbank, 

and made all his Jewish passengers land, and then as his ship sailed away, 

shouted out, “Pray for another Moses to come and deliver you.” The tide, 

which was down at the time, quickly rose, and very soon covered the sandbank, 

and all these poor men were drowned ; the captain helping himself in the 
meanwhile to all the property that they had left on board. 

It is true that when Edward heard of the cruel way in which’ so many 
of these exiles had been murdered by the captains and their sailors, he


