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the finger of the statue, pledging himself to take Mary as his bride, or in other 

words, never to marry. 

From Oxford he begged his way as a poor schoolar to Paris, where he 

attended the schools, and then, having finished his education, he used to teach 

mathematics. He was one night sleeping in his room, which was hung all 

round. with the diagrams that he was in the habit of using in his class; in 

his dream he saw his dead mother appear, and pointing to his mathematical 

drawings of figures of circles and triangles, she said, “What are these I see, 

my son? I have come to teach thee something far better.” And then taking 

his right hand, she traced therein three interlaced triangles, such as we put on 

the walls of our churches when we decorate them for Christmas and Easter. In 

each of these triangles she wrote the name of one of the Persons of the most 

Blessed Trinity, and then she departed. Edmund awoke from his dream, and 

believed that this was a call to give up teaching mathematics, and mere Latin 

and Greek, and resolved from henceforth to give his whole time to learning, 

and teaching theology. 

He became a very famous man, and was actually made Archbishop of 

Canterbury. He lived a very holy and very gentle, quiet life, and when he 

became wearied of all the fighting and quarrelling that went on in the England 

of his day, he gave up his office, and exiled himself to France, where he 

died. 

Six years after his death, all the English and the French Bishops sent a 

very earnest prayer to the Pope that he would recognise Edmund as a Saint ; 

accordingly he was canonised, and to this day he is looked upon as one of the 

great Saints of the Catholic Church. 

There was another poor boy who became a oe Bishop ; this was 

Robert Grosseteste, who was educated through the charity of the Mayor of 

Lincoln, and who afterwards became Bishop of that city. Friar Bacon, who was 

himself the most learned man of his age, said, that Grosseteste was most perfect 

in all knowledge, human and divine. He was of a very earnest and cerunes 

character, and ruled his diocese with a strong hand, even daring to say “ No” 

the Pope, when the latter desired the appointment of his poco to a canonry 

in his cathedral. 

Roger Bacon, or Friar Bacon, was another very wonderful man, who 

invented: magnifying glasses, also gunpowder, and was really the founder of what 

is called Modern Science. He was far too clever and too good for the people 

of those days, so they did with him what they often did to clever men whom they


