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them for four miles, cutting them down as they ran, until about 3,000 of them 

-were lying over the fields where they had taken their flight. 

While, however, Edward, with the best part of his father’s army, was thus 

chastising the Londoners, Leicester fell upon Henry, and in a very short time 

had captured him, and his son Richard, the King of the Romans. 

Edward came back ‘triumphant and ‘breathless from his pursuit of the 

Londoners, and he could find no trace of the two armies. Where had they 

gone? While he was wondering what had become of them, the barons came 

riding out of Lewes, and fell upon his troops. Thereupon, seized with a panic, 

the Earl of Warenne and 700 cavalry, galloped off as fast as they could to 

Pevensey, from whence, cowards as they were, they crossed over to France. 

Edward with his remaining troops rode along the town walls to the castle, 

and then concluded a treaty with the barons, which was called “The Truce of 

Lewes.” He offered himself as a hostage for his father’s good behaviour, on 

condition, of course, that his father should be set at liberty. 

In the battle 5,000 Englishmen had fallen, so that the barons were very 

glad to make peace. 

Instead, however, of setting Henry free, Leicester, all the while that he was 

pretending to treat him with great respect, was keeping ‘him a close 

prisoner. 

Leicester now summoned the first real English Parliament—this was in the 

year 1265—to deliberate about the setting free from copy Prince Edward 

and Henry, whom he held:as hostages.. 

He chose mainly those whom he could depend upon to vote as he 

would like. 

The Bishops and Barons represented the present House of Lords. 

The Knights of the Shires a our County Members. 

The Citizens of the Towns . our Borough Members. 

This Parliament drew up the conditions which were to be observed by the 

Royal Princes and the King, confirmed the Charter, and established more fully 

the power of the barons over their Sovereign. 

The Earl of Leicester was now really ruling as King, and many of the other 

barons became very jealous, and amongst them was the Earl of Gloucester, who 

did not like the way in which the ‘gallant Prince Edward was treated, and 

resolved to help him to.escape. The Prince, for greater safety, had been sent 

to Hereford. One day, after dinner, when of course they would be in a good 

humour, the Prince asked his gaolers.to allow. him to go for.a ride with his 
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