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London Bridge, but there she saw the citizens with their arms full of great big 
heavy stones, calmly waiting with their legs over the parapet of the bridge, 
until such time as the barge should be passing under one of the arches, when 
they would drop their stones and sink it. This last incident seemed rather dis- 
couraging, so her Majesty resolved to postpone her little excursion on the water, 
and went pensively back to the Tower. 

While the citizens of London were behaving in this very rude and unpleasant 
way, the partisans of either side were making life decidedly uncomfortable for 
each other. This went on for two years, until at last both the barons and the 
King agreed to ask Louis of France, who was a very sensible man, to decide 
between them. They agreed beforehand, that whatever Louis said they would 
loyally accept. Louis came to Amiens, and called together his counsellors, who 
were called “the States of France,” to assist him with their advice. He gave 
some days to a full consideration of the matter, and at last he said that Henry 
was in the right, that he need not follow out the decisions of the Parliament at 
Oxford, but that he should most certainly observe all the conditions of the great 
Charter of his father. 

_ The barons, who had evidently gone in for a kind of “heads I win, tails 
you lose” arrangement, did not like this decision, and in fact said, that in spite 
of their previous promise, they would have nothing to do with it. 

Accordingly, as things were getting worse instead of better, nothing 
remained but to fight it out. 

Leicester was the leader of the discon ene barons, who had their own 
followers and retainers, many Londoners were also enlisted in their army. 

Leicester now marched his forces into Sussex, and addressed his soldiers. 
He said that as they were going to fight against a King who had broken his 
oaths, and was untrue to his country and his God, it was all the same as if they 
were fighting a Turk or an infidel, so he would make them Crusaders for the 
time, and they should have a white cross fastened to their breasts. He bade 
them go to their prayers, and be ready for the fight to-morrow. 

The two armies met at Lewes. The Londoners, remembering what an easy 
victory they had gained over the defenceless Jews and Lombards, thought that 
they would do the same with the soldiers of King Henry ; but for once they 
made a slight a mistake. They rushed upon the King’s advanced forces, but 
Prince Edward was too quick for them, for he was down upon them with his 
own special troops, mainly cavalry, and at once these Cockneys took to their 
heels, and ran away as fast as they could. Edward was after them, and pursued


