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Having made this solemn declaration, he went to the Treasurer and got his 

cheque cashed, and, furnished with his supplies, went home and broke right and 

left all the provisions of the Charter that he had just sworn to observe. Thereby 

proving that he had no right to be called a Man or a Christian, and that he 

was not worthy to be a Knight, much less a King. 

Henry had a brother-in-law, Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, and he 

was like everybody else, beginning to be heartily tired of all the King’s vagaries. 

He had, moreover, a very strong desire to try his hand at, reigning instead of 
Henry, who was making a very sad bungle of the business. 

He went about everywhere crying down his own brother-in-law, and saying 

how very unfortunate they were to be ruled by such a weak and silly King. 
‘The barons listened to him very eagerly, and at last asked him to be their 
leader. The King, who had come to the end of his last supplies, and who 

wanted some more pocket-money, for his last allowance had gone the way of all 
pocket-money, summoned another Parliament. The barons obeyed the 

summons ; but lo and behold! when the King came out to meet them, instead 
of a number of gay and smiling gentlemen with silken mantles, and variegated 
hose, and broad-brimmed hats, with feathery-plumes, here were a number of grim 
and silent men, clad in armour from head to foot, with swords by their sides 
and iron maces in their hands, all ready for business. “Gentlemen,” said the 
King, “a—am I to co—con—consider myself your p—p—prisoner?” “Not at 
present,” they answered, “that, your Majesty, will depend upon yourself; we 
prefer just now to consider you as our King ; you must, however, do what we 
want you to do, and then we will grant you supplies.” 

The King accordingly summoned another Parliament to meet at Oxford, 
and agreed that each County should send up four representatives to be called 
“Knights of the Shires,” and that a Council to advise the King should be formed; 
this Council was to consist of twelve barons chosen by Parliament, and twelve 
barons chosen by the King. 

This Parliament was to meet three times a year. 
You see, that little by little, the Parliament was really coming to the front, 

and gaining more and more power. 

I am sorry, however, to say that when the barons had got everything they 
wanted, they refused to give the King a single penny ; and not only so, but they 
went and took possession of all his castles, saying that they were going to 
manage them for him. They acted so violently towards his four half-brothers, 
that, to save them from further injury, the King sent them out of England ;


