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was no joke, and that they would have nothing to do with such ridiculous 

nonsense. 
Thereupon Henry turned to the Pope, who made his Legate draw bills upon 

the English Bishops and Abbots for 150,540 marks, and gave them to the Italian 

merchants, who had advanced money for the war in Sicily. 

The Bishops and Abbots were summoned together, in order that they might 

hear of this little arrangement; they were very angry, and the Bishop of London 

said, that if the Pope and the King were to take away his mitre because he 

refused to comply with such a monstrous demand, he would put on a helmet 

instead. They all agreed in these truly noble sentiments! In the end however, 

as the Pope threatened to curse them with bell, book, and candle, they bowed 

their heads humbly, and paid up like men, or rather like a set of silly old 

women. 

Pope Innocent now died, but his successor Alexander IV. came in quite 

fresh to this little game of spoliation, and so his Legates came crying even louder 

than before to the English King and Clergy, “Pay up, pay up, or we will know the 

reason why.” Henry was almost driven-out of his wits, (what little he had of that 

commodity still remaining), and almost made up his mind to retire into private 

life as a quiet country gentleman in some solitary nook, where Papal bailiffs could 

not trouble him. 

He thought better of this, however, and resolved that he would make 

another effort to raise some money ; so he joined the Crusaders, and called his 

Parliament together, and said that it was laid on his conscience (which 

was a most terrible story, for he had no conscience to lay anything upon) to go 

and fight for the Christian Faith in the East, but that he looked to his faithful 

clergy and his barons to supply him with the means, as he had not enough even 

to pay his travelling expenses. 

“ All right,” said the barons, “but we must go through some preliminaries’ 

first.” —_ 

Accordingly, in Westminster Hall, all the Bishops and Abbots came 

together, arrayed in their copes, and mitres, and holding burning dips in their 

hands, while the grease was dropping about, the Magna Charta was read out 

by the Archbishop with great unction and solemnity. The reading over, the 

Archbishop pronounced the sentence of excommunication against any one 

great or small, rich or poor, who should dare to violate the conditions of this 

document. Thereupon all the Bishops and Abbots, heartily sick by this time of 

their flaming dips, cast them to the ground, saying :


