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he done that. He ordered, by writ, his sheriff to return to him the names of six 
of the richest Jews in each large town, and of two in each of the smaller towns, 
with whom “the King might treat for their mutual benefit.” 

Henry’s idea of treating, and of mutual benefit, was soon found out to 
be, that the Jews should pay to him, then and there, a nice little sum of 
200,000. Rather than do this, many of them, in despair, fled from the 
kingdom, whereupon the King immediately made havoc of the rest who were 
still in his power. He confiscated the property of the richer Jews, hanging 
those who had nothing else to give him but their lives. Even so, he could not 
obtain enough money to supply the wants of all his family cormorants, and 
accordingly, upon some trivial excuse or another, he imposed a heavy fine upon 
the citizens of London. Still his father-in-law, his mother-in-law, his brothers- 
in-law, and his cousins-in-law kept asking for more. At last he took his crown 
and his regalia, and persuaded the richer merchants of London to advance him 
a sum of money upon his jewels, taking them of course as security. Truly an 
amiable and loveable King ! 

And now, to make matters even worse, Pope Innocent began to try his 
hand at the same game of spoliation. Every now and then, as the Pope had 
wanted money, he had squeezed the English Church. His Legate would come 
and demand from the Bishops, and Canons, and Prebends, and Rectors, and 
Vicars, and Abbots, and Abbesses, and Priests, and Curates, the tenth of all 

their incomes. Whenever a benefice or high office in the Church became 
vacant, some Italian priest was put therein, so that the yearly income of these 
Italian clergy amounted to £600,000, actually more than the revenues of the 

Court. Those favoured by the Pope were allowed to take their income from 
their livings, and were not required to do any duty in return. They might hold 
a large number of livings ; thus Mansel, the King’s chaplain, was actually rector 
of 700 parishes at once; it would have taken him nearly fourteen years to go 

the round of his parishes, if he preached each Sunday in a fresh church !!! 
The Pope was anxious to wage war inexpensively against an enemy of his, 

who was claiming the crown of Sicily. He accordingly offered that throne to 
Henry for his son Edmund. The Pope really had no right whatever to do so, 
the crown did not belong to him at all. Henry jumped at the offer, and found 
very soon that he was in consequence in debt, to the enormous sum of 135,541 

marks, which the wily Pope had saved out of his own pocket. 
Henry summoned such of his barons together as he thought he could bend 

to his will, and asked their hélp in Parliament. They one and all said that this 
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