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soldier, and Peter des Roches, the Bishop of Winchester, as representing 

the Church. As you might expect, these two great men did not get on very 

well together. Each wanted to be first and foremost, and at last the Bishop, 

finding the Justiciar too.much for him, went off crusading to the Holy Land. 

If you had ever, my dear children, been in the United States of America 

(and we are all going there some day together with the Pilgrim Fathers, in the 

“ May-flower ”), you would know that whenever a man wants to get away from his 

creditors, he adopts a very simple plan. He takes a piece of chalk, and he 

marks upon his door 

S Gadel? 

That means, “Gone to Texas.” It is no good anyone going after him, 
fos he won’t be found. ; 

So, in those good old days, whenever anyone wanted to get out of the way, 

like this good Bishop of Winchester, he would mark up 

PGs On ll. Ce 
“Gone to Jericho. Off to the Crusades.” 

Now that the Bishop had gone, Hubert had his own sweet way for several 

years. However, the Bishop, dear old man, began to get weary of slaying the 

Saracens, and longed for the quiet repose of his palace, and his cathedral, and 

the society of his clerical brethren, so he returned; but alas, then and there, 

trouble began again. 

Henry, who was growing up now, and was by no means so good a boy as 

in former years, was sadly in want of money, and the Bishop and his friends 

said to him, “Why don’t you apply to Hubert? He has plenty to spare.” 
To Hubert the King applied, and he began by sending in a gentle request 

that the Justiciar would be good enough to produce his balance sheet, and 

declare how much money he had received on behalf of the Crown, and show how 

he had expended it. 

When Hubert heard of this, he at once knew that trouble was in store for 

him ; but instead of staying at his post like a man, he was weak enough to run 

away to the Priory of Merton, which was a place of sanctuary. The King 

wished to take him away from his place of refuge, but was persuaded to give 

him five months to make up his accounts, and to stand upon his trial for any- 

thing wrong that might be detected therein. Hubert, relying upon the King’s 

word, left the place of sanctuary, where he was safe, and went to Bury St. 

Edmunds to comfort his wife.


