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You are all to come on board, up that gangway there. 

Do you notice that Iam not troubled with a great balloon that cannot 
make any headway against the wind? The vessel is built of avery light, but very 
strong composition, invented by myself, which, while as strong and as durable as 
any metal, is as light as a feather; in fact, I call it “Featherarium.” In addition 
to this, she is so constructed that I can inflate her all over with a gas which is 
the product of three simple chemical elements, and which is infinitely more> 
buoyant than hydrogen. The same elements, by the way, when combined in 
a different form, furnish me with electricity for my aéromotor, which drives 
the “Air-scudder” along. 

- She is sailed just like an clay ae allowing, of course, for the 
difference between air and water. 

By pushing this lever, that is ee amidahine and which has “Start 
in large white letters written upon it, the vessel is set in motion; by ee 
this lever, labelled “ Stop,” she is brought at once to rest. 

If I want to inflate my gas tubes, which run all over the ship, inter- 
lacing one another in a most intricate way, I push these white, red, and blue 
ivory knobs twice, and then the chemicals that are always ready for use, at once 

begin to combine, and generate the necessary gas, and we at once commence to 
rise in the air. Do I want to ascend higher when I am floating, I pull this red 
‘cord ; on the other hand, do I want to descend, I pull this blue cord. 

The vessel is steered by a rudder, and her whole management is feiaplicigy 
itself. oe : “ 

Now come down below. You can see for yourselves that. we have all 
the fittings of an ordinary yacht ; everything is cosy and homelike. 

To prevent my travellers from falling overboard, I -twist this little wheel, 
and thus, as you see, throw over the deck an airy gossamer piece of network, 
which is very strong, but as thin in texture as a spider’s web. It is quite 
impossible for any one to fall through it.. I want you two boys, Bob and 
Charley, to take particular notice of all the arrangements, for the other boys 

-of our party are going down with me presently, and I am going to ask you, Bob, 
to take the helm, while Charley attends to the sails of the “Air-scudder.” 

The vessel is already inflated, and is simply anchored to the ground. 
Are you ready ? Cast. off that rope, Bob. Charley, eu the “Start” 

lever.. - 

There, you see, we go a up into the air, as easily and as pleasantly 
as possible.


