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bowmen, who had got into the castle by a postern gate, now began to shoot theit 

arrows at the knights of the French army, and very soon the ground was strewed 

with men who had fallen with their horses to the earth. - And now the northern 

gate of the city was burst open by the English, and at the same time a brave sally 

was made by the garrison of the castle, and the French found themselves between 

' two fires. The battle raged up and down the narrow streets of the city, but 

the foreigners were soon routed. You will be surprised to hear, that of all the 

foreign and rebellious knights, only the Count de la Perche and two of his com- 

panions were killed; perhaps their armour protected ‘them ; perhaps too they 

were kept alive in hopes of a good ransom ; the whole 400, however, were taken 

prisoners. The common soldiers were slain in large numbers, and those who 

escaped from the city were killed as they passed through the neighbouring 

villages, by the inhabitants, who determined to revenge themselves for all the 

injuries they had suffered, A large number of the women and children of the 

city had fled for refuge to boats on the river; these boats were for the most 

part upset, and the poor creatures were drowned. The city was given up to 

pillage, and was sacked, and even the churches were stripped of all their 

possessions. ; 

This battle was called “ The Fair of Lincoln.” A curious kind of fair, was 

“it not ? 

‘Louis heard of the disaster, and immediately retreated from Dover to 

‘London, and shut himself up in safety within the gates of the city. 

Now, who will volunteer to come and see a sea-fight. 

What, all of you? Don’t you think you girls had better stop at home? 

You might be sea-sick, and you might be very much in the way. “You will go 

wherever the boys go?” Well, I suppose I must give in to you, as I generally 

have to do. : 

I have a capital idea. We will go in my sailing sky-ship, “ The Air- 

scudder,” and the boys shall then come on board a real English ship with 

me; we could not have you girls with us, for women are only in the way ina 

sea-fight ; they are never allowed on deck, and are kept under hatches along 

with the cockroaches and the rats, and I am sure you would not like that. 

* * * * * * * 

We are now out in the park, standing alongside of my “ Air-scudder.” 

She looks just like a beautiful schooner yacht, of about. 200 tons; she 

is adapted for sailing either on the sea, or up in the clouds.


