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Council was held at Bristol, at which all the leading men of the kingdom 

assembled. King John’s Charter was produced, and as some of its clauses were 

already of no use, they were cut out, some of the long-winded words were made 

shorter and plainer, and the Charter was then read to the King, who did not 

' understand it one bit, but said that he had no doubt it was allright. He then 

signed it with his mark, and sealed it with his seal, and thenceforth it was con- 

sidered part of the law of the land. 

Although King John and his wrong doings were happily no more, still 

he French were lingering in England. They had come evidently with the intention 

of staying. Louis had vainly tried to get into Dover, but stout Hubert de Burgh, 

with his sturdy men-at-arms, had kept him out so effectually, that-at last in despair 

he had gone off. He was, however, so unpleasant a neighbour, that the Earl of 

Pembroke bribed him with a present of a few English castles to give him a truce 

until Easter. 

During the truce the French King crossed over to the Continent to enlist 

some more soldiers, The English Earl, on his part, was not idle, and did his best 

to persuade a number of discontented barons to come over to the side of the 

King. A large number of them, however, still kept in with Louis, for John had 

so aggravated them that they could not bring themselves to put much faith in 

his son, especially as he was such a mere boy. 

The truce was soon over, and then Louis settled down again before 

Dover, trying to force his way in, while the Count de la Perche, with an army of 

20,000 foot soldiers, marched to the North. As these foreign soldiers passed 

through the heart of England, they behaved as badly as they possibly could; they . 

helped themselves freely to any property that they found on the way, and what 

they did not carry off they destroyed ; so that the inhabitants, finding themselves 

thus ruthlessly robbed and cruelly treated, vowed vengeance on the foreigners, if 

ever they should have an opportunity. The French army marched triumphantly 

into Lincoln, which opened its gates gladly to them, for the people of Lincoln 

sided with the discontented barons. The castle, however, was defended by a 

brave, heroic woman, Nichola de Camville, who kept true to the King, and was 

hotly besieged by the barons and their allies. 

The Earl of Pembroke gathered an army together at Newark, which con- 

sisted of 400 knights, 250 cross-bowmen, and some thousands of foot soldiers, 

and with these troops he marched upon Lincoln. 

When the Frenchmen saw the English approaching, they began to be 

somewhat frightened, and shut themselves up within the city walls. The cross-


