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Legate, and resigned his crown of England into the hands of an Italian Bishop, 

and acknowledged himself and his heirs from henceforth his vassals. — 

He made promises to his barons which he did his very best to break. At 

last, finding that they would not stand any more nonsense, he humbly submitted 

to their terms, as set forth in the Magna Charta, and allowed himself to be. 

controlled by twenty-five of their number. 

He once again broke his pledged word, and acted so cruelly, that, English as 

they were, his barons invited the King of France to come and rule over them. 

He thereupon invaded the North of England, and perpetrated such fiendish 

barbarities as cannot be put down in black and white. 

He finally died of indigestion, brought on by an outbeak of gluttony and 

drunkenness. . 

Said I not right that he was far and away the very worst King that ever sat 

upon the English throne? 

And yet, after all, it was by no means a bad thing that he lost the French 

provinces, for his sucessors, although they made desperate efforts to recover what 

John had lost, were compelled to be real Kings of England. Before this, our 

Kings had spent the greater part of their time in France, which was so much more 

gay and bright and captivating than poor, sober, uninteresting old England. 

Again, if John had not been so thoroughly bad, perhaps his barons would have 

borne with him; but his conduct was so outrageous, that in self-defence they had 

to draw up the Magna Charta, which has been the foundation of all our present 

liberty, as it took all the absolute power out of the hands of the King, and 

prevented him from acting without the consent of his people. 

Lastly, John’s quarrels with the Pope, and the somewhat wholesale way in 

which the Pope showered his interdicts and excommunications on all those who 

would not bow to his authority, led the English clergy, headed even by the Arch- 

bishop of Canterbury whom the Pope had appointed, to assert their independ- 

enceof Rome. The English Reformation really began in this reign, for although 

for many years afterwards the Pope was still recognised as the Head of the 

Church, his right to ride rough shod over the liberties and the consciences of 

English Churchmen was already disputed, and we cannot be too thankful that 

Stephen Langton stood up so manfully for the rights of the Church against an 

overbearing Pope, and the rights of the people against an overbearing King. 

Before we move on to pleasanter times, I must tell you a little story by way 

of showing the manner in which John used to deal with those who resisted his 

will,


