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The King was in a fury. Why had he not been warned of this? He had 
been led into this mass of shifting quicksands, this treacherous sea, as into a 
trap. His men, horses, his moneys, his plate, and, worst of all, his crown, were 
gone. He could hardly contain himself; he worked himself up into a fever of 
excitement, and rode hastily on toa Gieisen convent, where he was to sey 
the night. 

Exhausted by his own efforts to escape, seeking to drive away his mournful 
thoughts, he resolved that he would at least have a good supper, so he feasted 
royally, and ate, amongst a number of other indigestible things, a number of some- 
what unripe peaches, and drank large quantities of cider. He made, in fact, quite a 
night of it. The next morning, when he arose, he found himself so weak that he 
could not mount his horse, and so he made his attendants put him into a litter, 
and he was carried to Seaford, and from thence to Newark. When he arrived 
there, his fever had so gained upon him that he felt his days were numbered. He 
sent for his confessor, and endeavoured to make his peace with God for his 
many sins; he dictated his will, leaving his eldest son Henry as his successor, 

- and then he gradually became weaker and weaker, until after three days of 
intense suffering, he died. 

Apart from other things, which cannot now be brought to light, these were 
some of the great sins of John’s life: 

He invited the officers of the French garrison at Evreux to come and feast 
with him, and when they were actually seated at table, and partaking of his 
hospitality, he made his soldiers come in, and put these unarmed men cruelly to 
death. 

He murdered in the most cold-blooded way his little nephew Arthur. 
He cast off his own wife, and ran away with the betrothed wife of another 

man, at the same time imprisoning her future husband, and treating him very 
cruelly. 

He starved twenty French nobles to dean at Corfe castle. 
He. starved and crushed to death with a heavy cope of iron the poor 

Archdeacon of Norwich. 

He, through cowardice, lost all the grand dominions in France that his 
father had left him. 

He quarrelled with the Pope, and brought England under an interdict that 
lasted for four years, during which time the people could not have any of the 
church services. 

Being at last himself excommunicated, he went humbly to the Popes


