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John having calmed down, resolved that he would be avenged. He retired 
to the Isle of Wight, and while the barons thought that he was simply sulking, 

he was at work plotting how best to violate his pledged word. He sent over an 
account of the whole matter to the Pope, asking his interference. The Pope was 

quite ready to do his part, so he issued a Bull, in which he declared the whole 
Charter null and void, and excommunicated all those who would endeavour to act 

upon it, at the same time absolving John from keeping his part of the agreement. 
The King laid hold of this Bull as an excuse for breaking his promises. Langton, 
however, stood firm, and would not publish the Pope’s sentence of excommuni- 

cation. He was summoned to Rome, well lectured by the Pope, and then sus- 
pended, but he stood firm to his ground. | 

The Pope excommunicated all the leading barons who had signed the 
Charter, and laid London under an interdict. The nobles and citizens snapped 
their fingers at him and his anathemas, and went their way as usual. 

And now John began to attack the barons. His brother, the Earl of Salisbury, 
with one army set to work to lay waste all the Eastern and Midland counties, while 

the King with another army of foreign soldiers marched to the North. Every- 
where he went he laid waste He burnt what he did not pull down; he tortured 

those whom he did not massacre outright. In every place there were to be seen 
castles and dwelling places, towns and villages in flames. In their despair the 
barons sent to Philip, and offered him the crown if he would come and fight for 
them. Philip agreed; in vain the Pope’s Legate threatened him with excom- 
munication; he had had enough of the Pope by this time, and he told the Legate so 
to his face. He sent Louis, his son, over with an army. Directly the French 

appeared, the foreign soldiers, who were mainly French too, deserted from John, 

and joined their companions. Many of the barons who had been siding with 

John, now also left him, and day by day his strongholds and castles (save 
Dover) fell into the hands of Louis. A very short time would have decided the 
matter, and Louis would have been acknowledged King, had he not acted very 

foolishly. The Vicomte of Melun fell ill, and he sent for an English baron who 

was a friend of his, and told him that Louis fully intended, if he proved victorious, 
to exterminate all the English nobles, and to give their possessions to his own 
followers. The story got about, and many of the English barons left Louis and 
went over to John. 

And now we come to the last act of this doleful tragedy of King John. 
John was with his army in Lincolnshire, rejoicing in the fact that his barons 

were returning to their allegiance. He had taken Lincoln,.and was on his way


